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MINE.”

Hexre I find, what long I’ve sought,
Cooling draught, with healing fraught,
Flowing free from fount divine,—

«T have called thee, thou art mine.”

Jesus, grant thy kind control,

Visit, cleanse, and make me whole;
Bid me not this pledge resign,

«I have called thee, thon art mine.”

While I read thy death for mo,
Through my tears of love, I see
This, the sweetest word of thine,

« T have called thee, thou art mine.”

If I weakly dave to sigh

For earth’s pomp and vanity,

Thou dost speak-—no more 1 pine,
«1 have called thee, thou art mine.”

Wanderer oft, do I desire,

Israel’s token, cloud of fire ?

This I have, my constant sign,

«1 have called thee, thou art mine.”
Has my spirit faithless grown?

One assurance, one alone,

Bids me all my fears vesigu,

<] have called thee, thon art mine.”

When, with God’s eleot, I stand,
Sword of trath in ready hand,

On my banner’s folds shall shine,
«T have called thee, thon art mine.”’

At thy sacramental board,

Added joy these words afford,

While I tasie the bread and wine,
«T have called thee, thou art mine.”’

If death, at the outer gate,
Summons brings, for which T wait,
Let me hear from lips divine,

«T have called thee, thou art mine.”

CULTIVATION OF A DEVOTIONAL SPIRIT.

To maintain a devotional spirit, two things are
especially necessary—habitually to cultivate the
disposition, and habitually to avoid whatever is
unfavorable to it, Frequent retirement and ree-
ollection are indispensable, together with such a
general course of reading, as, if it do not actually
promote the spirit we are endeavoring to maintain,
shall never be hostile to it. We should avoid as
much as in us lies, all such society, all such
amusements as excite tempers, which it is the
daily business of a Christian to subdue, and all
those feelings which it is his congtant duty to
suppress.

And here may we venture to observe, that if
some things which are apparently innocent, and
do not assume an alarming aspect, or bear a dan-
gerous character; things which the generality of
decorous people affirm (how truly we know not)
to be safe for them; yet if we find that these
‘Eﬁgthings stir up in us improper propensities, if they

awaken thoughts which ought not to be excited,
if they abate our love for religions exercises, or
infringe on our time for performing them, if they
make spiritual concerns appear insipid, if they
wind our heart a little more about the world; in
short, if we have formerly found them injurious
to our own souls, then let no example or persua-
sion, no belief of their alleged innocence, no plea
of their perfect safety, tempt us to indulge in
them. It matters little to our security what they
are to others, Our business is with ourselves.
Our responsibility is on our own heads. Others
cannot know the side on which we are assailable.
Let our own unbiased judgment determine our
opinion, let our own experience decide for our
own conduet.

In speaking of books we cannot forbear notie-
ing that very prevalent sort of reading which is
little less produective of evil, little less prejudicial
to moral and mental improvement than that which
carries a more formidable appearance. We can-
not confine our censure to those more corrupt
writings which deprave the heart, debauch the
imagination and poison the principles. Of these
the turpitude is so obvious that no caution on
this head, it is presumed, can be necessary. But
if justice forbids us to confound the insipid with
the mischievous, the idle with the vicious, and
the frivolous with the profligate, still we can only
admit of shades, deep shades we allow, of differ-
ence, These works, if comparatively harmless,
yet debase tlie taste, slacken the intellectual nerve,
let down the understanding, set the fancy loose,
and send it gadding among low and mean objects.
They not only run away with the time which
should be given to better things, but gradually
destroy all taste for better things. They sink
the mind to their own standard and give it
a sluggish reluctance, we had almost said a moral
ineapacity for everything above their level. The
mind, by long habit of stooping, loses its erect-
ness, and yields to its degradation. It becomes
so low and narrow by the littlehess of the things
which engage it that it requires a painful effort to
lift itgelf high enough, or to open itself wide
enough to embrace great and noble objects. The
appetite is vitiated. Hxcess instead of producing
a surfeit, by weakening the digestion only induc-
es a loathing for stronger nourishment. "The fac-
ulties which might have been expanding in works
of seience, or soaring in the contemplation of genius,
become satisfied with the impertinences of the
most ordinary fiction, lose their relish for the se-
verity of truth, the elegance of taste, and the so-
berness of religion. Lulled in the torpor of re-
pose, the intellect dozes, and enjoys in its waking
dream—

All the wild trash of sleep without the rest,

In avoiding books which excite the passions, it
would seem strange to ineclude even some devo-
tional works. Yet such as merely kindle warm
feelings are not always the safest. Let us rather
prefer those which, while they tend to raise a de-
votional spirit, awaken the affections without dis-
ordering them, which, while they elevate the de-
gires, purify them, which show us our own nature
and lay open its corruptions. Such as show us
the malignity of sin, the deceitfulness of our

hearts, the fechbleness of our best vesolutions;
such as teach us to pull off the mask from the
fairest appearances, and discover every hiding
place where some lurking evil would conceal it-
self; such as show us not what we appear to oth-
ers, but what we really are; such as co-operating
with our interior feelings and showing us our nat-
ural state, point out our absolute need of a Re-
deemer, lead us to seek to him for pardon from
a conviction that there is no other refuge, no oth-
er salvation: Let us be conversant with such
writings as teach us that while we long to obtain
the remission of our transgressions, we must not
desire the remission of our duties. Let us seck
for such a Saviour as will not only deliver us
from the punishment of sin, but from its domin-
ion also.

And let us ever bear in mind that the end of
prayer is not answered when the prayer is finish-
ed. We should regard prayer as a means to a
farther end. The act of prayer is not sufficient;
we must cultivate a spirit of prayer. And though
when the actual devotion is over, we cannot amid
the distractions of company and business always
be thinking of heavenly things, yet the desire,
the frame, the propensity, the willingness to re--
turn to them, we must, however difficult, endeav-
or to maintain.

The proper temper for prayer should precede
the act. The disposition should be wrought in
the mind before the exercise is begun. To bring
a proud temper to an humble prayer, a luzurious
habit to a self-denying prayer, or a worldly dis-
position to a spiritually minded prayer, is a posi-
tive anomaly. A habit is more powerful than an
act, and a previously indulged temper during the
day will not, it is to be feared, be fully counter-
acted by the exercise of a few minutes’ devotion
at night. )

Prayer is desigued for a perpetual renovation
of the motives to virtue; if therefore the cause is
not followed by its consequence, a consequence
inevitable but for the impediments we bring to it,
we rob our nature of its highest privilege, and run
the danger of incurring a penalty where we are
looking for a blessing,

That the habitual tendency of the life should
be the preparation for the stated prayer, is natu-
rally suggested to us by our blessed Redeemer in
his sermon on the mount. He announced .the
precepts of holiness, and their corresponding beat-
itudes; he gave the spiritual exposition’ of the
law, the directions for alms-giving, the exhorta-
tion to love our enemies, nay, the essence and
spirit of the whole decalogue, previous to his de-
livering his own divine prayer as a pattern for
ours’. Let us learn from this that the prepara-
tion of prayer is therefore to live in all those pur-
suits which we may safely beg of God to bless,
and in a conflict with all those temptations into
which we pray not to be led.

If God be the center to which our hearts are
tending, every line in our lives must meet in him.
With this peint in view, there will be a harmony
between our prayers and our practice, a consist-
ency between devotion and eonduet which' will
make every part turn to this one end, bear upon
this one point. For the beauty of the Ghristian
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schieme consists not in parts (however good in
themselves) which tend to separate views, and
lead to different ends; but it arises from its being
ong entire, uniform, connected plan, ¢ compacted |
by that which every joint supplieth,” and of
which all the parts terminate in this one grand
ultimate point.

The design of prayer therefore as we before ob-
served, 1 not merely to make us devout while we
are engaged in it, but that its odor may be diffus-
ed through all the intermediate spaces of the day,
enter into all its occupations, duties and tempers.
Nor must its results be partial or limited to easy
and pleasant duties, but extend to such as are less
alluring. When we pray, for instance, for our
cnemies, the prayer must be vendered practical,
must be made a means of softening our spirit and
conling our resentment toward them. If we de-
serve their enmity, the true spirit of prayer will
put us upon endeavoring to cure the fault which
has execited - it. If we do not deserve i, it will
pub us on striving for a placable temper, and we
shall endeavor not to let slip so favorable an oc-
casion of cultivating it. There is no such softner
of animosity, no such soother of resentment, no
such allayer of hatred, as sincere cordial prayer.

Tt is obvious that the precept to pray without
ceasing can never mean to enjoin a continnal
course of actual prayer. But while it more di-
rectly enjoins us to embrace all proper occasions
of performing this sacred duty, or rather of claim-
ing this valuable privilege, so 1t plainly implies
that we should try to keep up coustantly that
sonse of the divine presence which shall maintain
the disposition. In order to this we should inure
our winds to reflection; we should encourage se-
rious thoughts. A good thought barely passing
through the mind will make little impression on
it. We must arrest it, constrain it to remain with
us, expand, amplify, and, as it weve, take it to
picces. It must be distinetly unfolded, and care-
fully examined, or it will leave no precise idea;
it must be fixed and incorporated, or it will pro-
duce no practical effect. We must not dismiss it
till it has loft some trace on the mind, till it has
made some impression on the heart.

On the other hand, if we give the reins to a
loose ungoverned fancy, at other times, if wo
abandon our minds to frivolous thoughts, if we
fill them with corrupt images, if we cherish sen-
sual ideas during the rest of the day, can we ex-
pect that none of these images will intrude, that
none of these impressions wil be revived, but that
“the temple into which foul things” have been
invited, will be cleansed at a given moment; that
worldly thoughts will recede and give place at
once to pure an i holy thoughts? Will that spirit
grieved by impurity, or resisted by levity, return
with his warm beams, and cheering influences to
the contaminated mansion from which he has
l-een driven out? Is it wonderful if, finding no
entrance into a heart filled with vanity he should
withdraw himself 7—We cannot, in vetiring into
our closets, change our natures as as we do our
clothes. The disposition we carry thither will be
likely to remain with us. We have no vight to
expect that a new temper will meet us at the
door. We can only hope that the spirit we bring
thither will be cherished and improved. It is
not easy, rather it ig not possible to graft genuine
devotion on a life of an opposite tendeucy; nor
can we delight ourselves regularly for a few sta-
ted moments in that God whom we have not
been serving during the day. We may indeed to
quict our conscience, take up the employment of
prayer, but cannot take up the state of mind
which will make the employment beneficial to
ourselves, or the prayer acceptable to God, if all
the previous day we have been careless of our-
gelves and unmindful of our Maker. They will
not pray differently from the rest of the world
who do not live differently.

What a contradiction is it to lament the weak-
ness, the misery, and the corruption of our na-
ture in our devotions, and then to rush into a life
though not perhaps of vice, yet of indulgences

those corruptions, and to lead to that misery!
‘There is either no meaning in our prayers, or no
sense in our conduct. In the'one we mock God,
in the other we deceive ourselves.

Will not he who keeps up an habitnal intercourse
with his Maker, who 1s vigilant in thought, self-
denying in action, who strives to keep his heart
from wrong desires, his mind from vain lmagina-
tions, and his lips from idle words, bring a more
prepared spirit, a more collected mind, be more
engaged, more penetrated, more present to the
occasion!  Will he not feel move delight in this
devout exercise, reap more benefit from it, than
he who lives at random, prays from custom, and
who though he dares not intermit the form, is a
stranger to 1ts spirit. “Q God, my heart is
ready,” cannot be lawfully uttered by him who is
no more prepared.

We speak not here to the self-sufficient formal-
ist, or the careless profligate. Among those whom
we now take the liberty to address, are to be
found, especially in the higher class of females,
the amiable and the interesting, and in many re-
gpects, the virtuous and correct; characters so
engaging, so evidently made for better things, so
capable of reaching high degrees of excellence,
so formed to give the tone'to Christian practice,
as well as to fashion; so caleulated to give a
beautiful impression of that religion which they
profess without sufficiently adorning; which they
believe without fairly exemplifying; that we can-
not forbear taking a tender interest in their wel-
fare, we cannot forbear breathing a fervent pray-
er, that they may yet reach the elevation for
which they were intended; that they may hold
out a uniform and consistent pattern of “ whatso-
ever things ave pure, honest, just, lovely, and of
good report !’ This the Apostle goes on to inti-
mate can only be done by THINKING ON THESE
THINGS. Things can only infiuence our practice
as they engage our attention. Would not then a
confirmed habit of serious thought tend to correct
that inconsideration, which we are willing to hope,
more than want of prineiple, lies at the bottom of
the inconsistency we are lamenting ?

If, as it iy generally allowed, the great difficulty
of our spiritual Jife ig to make the future predom-
inate over the present, do we not by the conduct
we are regrefting aggravate what it is in our pow-
er to diminishf DMiscaleculation of the relative
value of things is one of the greatest errors of our
moral life. We estimate them in an inverse pro-
portion to their value as well as to their duration
we Javish earnest and durable thoughts on things
so trifling that they deserve little regard, so brief
that they ¢ perish with the using,” while we be-
stow only slight attention on things of infinite
worth, only transient thoughts on things of eter-
nal duration.

Those who are so far conscientious as not to in-
termit a regular course of devotion, and who yet
allow themselves at the same time to goonina
course of amusements which excite a directly op-
osite spirit, are inconceivably augmenting their
own difficulties. They are eagerly heaping up
fuel in the day on the fire which they intend to.
extinguish in the evening; they are voluntarily
adding to the temptations against which they
mean to request grace to struggle. To acknowl-
edge at the same time that we find it hard to
serve God as we ought, and yet to be systematic-
ally indulging habits which must naturally in-
crease the difficulty, makes our characters almost
ridiculous, while it renders our duty almost im-
practicable.

While we make our way more difficult by those
very indulgencies with which we think to cheer
and refresh it, the determined Christian becomes
his own pioneer; he makes his path easy by vol-
untarily clearing it of the obstacles which impede
his progress.

These habitual indulgencics seem a contradic-
tion to that obvious law, that one virtue always
involves another; for we cannot labor after any
grace, that of prayer, for instance, without resist-
ing whatever is opposite to it. If then we lament

calculated to increase that weakness, to inflame

that it is so hard to serve God, let us not by our

|les his exertion.

conduct furnish arguments against ourselves; for,
as if the difficulty werc not great enough in itself,
we are constantly heaping up mountains in our
way by indulging in such pursuits and passions
as make a small Jabor an insurmountable one.

But we may often judge better of our. state by
the result, than by the act of prayer. Our very
defects, our coldness, deadness, wanderings, may
leave more contrition on the sou! than the happi-
est turn of thought. The feeling of our wants,
the confession of our sins, the acknowledgment of
our dependence, the renunciation of ourselves,
the supplication for mercy. the application to
“the fountain opened for sin’ the cordial en-
treaty for the aid of the Spirit, the relingnish-
ment of our own will, resolutions of better obedi-
ence, petitions that these resolutions may be di-
rected and sanctified, these are the subjecis in
which the supplieant should be engaged, by which
his thoughts should be absorbed. Can they be so
absorbed if many of the intervening hours are pass-
ed in pursuits of a totally different complexion? pur-
suits which raise the passions which we are seeking
to allay ? Will the cherished vanities go at our bid-
ding? Wil the required dispositions come at our
calling 7 Do we find our tempers so obedient, our
passions so obsequious in the other concerns of
life? If not, what reason have we to expect
their obsequiousness in this grand concern? We
should therefore endeavor to believe as we pray,
to think as we pray, to feel as we pray, to act as
we pray. Prayer must not be a solitary, inde-
pendent exercise; but an exercise interwoven
with many, and inseparably conunected with that
golden chain of Christian duties, of which, when
so connected, it forms one of the most important
links.

Business, however, must have its period as well
as devotion. We were sent into this werld to
act as well as to pray, active duties must be per-
formed as well as devout exercises. Even relaxa-
tion must have its interval; only let us be careful
that the indulgence of the one do not destroy the
effect of the other, that our pleasures do not en-
croach on the time-or deaden the spirit of our de-
votions; let us be careful that our cares occupa-
tions, and amusements may be always such that
we may not be afraid to implore the divine bless-
ing on them; this is the criterion of their safety
and of our duty. Let us endeavor that in each,
in all, one continually growing sentimentand feel-
ing of loving, serving and pleasing Grod, maintain
its predominant station in the hears.

An additional reason why we should live in the
perpetual use of prayer, seems to be that our bless-
ed Redecmer after having given both the exam-
ple and the command while on earth, condescends
still to be our unceasing intercessor in heaven.
(an we ever cease petitioning for ourselves when
we believe that he never ceases interceding for
us?

If we are so unhappy as now to find little
pleasure in this holy exercise, that however is so
far from being a reagon for discontinuing it, that
it affords the strongest argument for perseverance.
That which was at first a form, will become a
pleasure ; that which was a burden will become a
privilege ; that which we impose upon ourselves
as a medicine, will become necessary as an ali-
ment, and desirable as a gratification. That which
is now short and superficial will become copious
and solid. The chariot wheel is warmed by its
own motion. Use will make that easy which was
at first painful. That which is once become easy
will soon be rendered pleasant. Instead of repin-
ing at the performance we shall be unhappy at
the omission. When a man recovering from sick-
ness attempts to walk he does not diseoutinue the
exercise because he feels himself weak, nor even
because the effort is painful. He rather redoub-
Tt is from his perseverance that
he looks for strength. An additional turn every
day diminishes his repugnance, augments his vig-
or, improves his spirit. That effort which was
submitted to because it was salutary, is continued
because the feeling of renovated strength renders
it delightful.— Hannah More.

ap |




No. 8.1

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

=
59

DIVISION O# THH SACRHED SCRIPTURES IN-
TO CHAPTERS AND VERSES,

Tar division of the Seriptures into chapters
and verses 1s of comparatively modern origin, be-
ing generally referred to the thirteenth and the
fifteenth century of the Christian era.

Dr. Horne says :(—

“'The very greab advantage it affords for facili-
tating references to particular passages, has caus-
ed it to be retained, though much to the injury
of its interpretation, as many passages are now
severed that ought to be united, and vice versa.”

1t is often subversive of the sense, and far more
frequently breaks in upon the necessary conunec-
tion of historical facts or arguments. A few in-
stances out of great numbers which might be col-
lected, will demonstrate this.

Joshua, chapters five and tix, are so separated
that very fow persons observe that the captain of
the Lord’s host continues his conversation with
Joshua, and that the first verse of the sixth chap-
ter is a parenthesis.

Hzra vii, 12 and 18.—The close of one verse
and the beginning of the next, if not separated,
would read, ¢ Perfect peace, and ab such a time I
make a decrece,” Tt now stands thas: Perfect
peace and at such a. time.”

“T make a decree.”

Thus nonsense is made of what otherwise would
appear to be connected reasoning. Artaxorxes
made a dacree in a season of perfect peace, which
he intimates would not have been so proper at a
period of civil commotion or wax.

1 Cor. xiith, xiiith, and xivth chapters.—The
geparation of these three chapters prevents many
readers from following the reasoning of the Apos-
tle. He says:—

“(ovet the best gifts, and yet show I unto you
a more excellont way. Though I speak with the
tonges of inen and of angels and have not charity,
I am nothing,” &e.

“ And now abideth faith, hope and charity,
these three, but the greatest of these iy charity.
Tollow after charity and desire spiritual gifts.”’

By interposing two artificial divisions, and com-
meneing a new chapter with «Though I speak,”
and another with ¢ Follow after charity,” the
conuection is entirely broken, and the ordinary
reader is precluded from understanding the argu-
ment.

Every student of the Bible will recall numer-
ous instances of this character. Indeed.it is so
common that those who would know the truth,
are obliged generally as they read, to disregard
these divisions into chapters and verses. :

Everything that is possible ought to be done
to present the thought to the mind of the reader
a8 it was communicated by the Holy Spirit.
Whatever of human invention breaks the argu-
ment, or obscures the scoss, should be avoided.
Some of the ravest beautics of thought and ex-
pression -are entirely destroyed by the present
system of breaking up a letter from an apostle in-
to chapters and verses, which he never imagined,
and could not have approved. Take, for example,
the letter of Paul the apostle to the Philippians.
How beautiful and touching, read as a letter!
How broken and disfigured, cut up into chapters
and verses !

PUNCTUATION OF THE BIBLE

THE punctuation of the Bible is modern. Tay-
lor, the celebrated editor of Calmet’s Dictionary,
says: “T4 is still much to be wished that in this
respect the Scriptures were carefully revised.”

Dr. Horne asserts, as clearly proved, “that
there was no regular or accustomed system of
punctuation in use in the fourth century. The
majority of the points or stops now in use are un-
questionably of modern date.”

“ At the invention of printing, the editors
placed the points arbitrarily, probably (Michaelis
thinks) without bestowing the necessary attention ;
and Stevens in particular, it is well known, waiv-
ed the points in every edition.”

say !

in the garden of Gethsemane, came to his disci-
ples, and “found them sleeping for sorrow, and
said unto them, Why sleep ye? Rise and pray.”
&c.  “ Aund while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of
the.twelve, came,” &o.

Tn Matt. xxvi, 45, the same event is related, in
the same connection; but in the English version,
the question is changed into a command to do the
very thing to which he objected. ¢ Sleep on now
and take your rest,” &eo. “ Rise let us be going,”
&o. ¢ And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of
the twelve came.”

By changing what is evidently an interrogation
into a command, the translators make our Lord
give two opposite commands at the same time.
“Sleep on now,” “HRise,” “Take yonr rest,”
“let us be going.” All these discrepancies would
be avoided by making the first a guestion: Slecp
ye on now and take your rest? or, Do ye row
sleep and take your rest?

The same disorepancy occurs in Mark xiv, 41
and 42.

Tn John xil, 27, our Saviour says :—

« Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I
Tather save me from this hour? But for
this cause camc I unto this howr.”

This is consistent. He is talking to his disci-

[ ples, and inguires regarding the anguish which is

about to overwhelm him. What shall T say?
Shall I say, ¢ Father, save me from this hour?’

'But T cannot say that, because ‘for this cause

came I unto this hour.”

In the common version, by changing what is
evidently an iuquiry into a prayer, the Lord is
made to ask for that which he says would be in-

 consistent with the whole object of his life.

Many inaccuracies in punctuation have been
pointed out by commentators, but it occupies so
large a space to explain any one of the cases, and
to show the reasons which render the correction
necessary, that we forbear to bring forward any
more. It is but justice, however, to say that the
changes needed in this department are fewer than
might reasonably have been expected, considering

‘that no thorough revision has been made for so

long a period of time, during which scholars and
theologians have had opportunity to collate serip-
ture with seripturc, and diseover the corrections
needed in one place by comparison with others.

R

AN BEVENING WITH CHRIST.

Tr was about the time of the passover. The
soft airs of the vernal equinox began to breathe
from the plains of Sharon, laden with the aroma
of the young vines, and of the opening roses. On
the silent city falls the moonlight, making Mori-
ab’s templed top to tower like a mountain of sil-
ver above the greenth of the vale Kedron. A
few lone women are grinding their evening meal
in the doorways here and there; a Pharisee that
#as lingered long at his vespers (a Papist before
the Papacy) is hastening homewards; a belated
fisherman from the Jordan is driving his beast
toward the city gates to get outside them ere they
are holted for the night. The Roman sentinel on
the temple wall calls the watch-word A«l’s well.
The evening glides on. Through the silent street
—gathering his robe up close about him to con-
ceal his face and keeping out of the moonlight, a
ruler of the Jews passes stealthily along. Into a
retired court—out of the aristocratic quarter—
and hard by where God’s poor are crowded close
together, the ruler knocks at a lowly door. A
plain, serene personage puts forth his hand to
take the ruler’s jeweled fingers and a rich turban
bows low to the floor in reverence. ¢ Rabbi,”
says the Pharisee to the meek Nazarene in his
coarse raiment—¢ Rabbi, we know that thou art
a teacher come from God, for no man ean do
these miracles that thou doest except God be with
him.”

Without waiting for any further preliminaries;

-without wasting time in idle talk, the omniscient

teacher proves his divine wisdom by the solemn
declaration,  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ex-
cept a man be born again he cannot see the king-

-| Sanhedrim to demand a falr treatment of the per-

dom of God.”” Surprise steals over the ruler’s
face, as he fixes his keen Jewish eyeson the Mas-
ter. ‘““How can a man be born when he isold ?
Can he enter the second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?”  The poor pitiful idea of a
second bodily birth enters into the mind of Nico-
demus. Ife cannot get hold of the spirttual new
birth. It is an enigma. Cbrist patiently ex-
plains it to his anxious inquirer. * * *

The Pharisee listens to it all. We may imag-
ine that the turban was laid aside and the eager
fagce bent to catch the words of life from the lips
of the Nazarenc. Kvening wears on toward mid-
night ere Nicodemus puts on his sandals to depart.
He rises to go away a wiser man. He goes away
to remember the solemn and weighty teachings—
not to forget. He goes away convinced, but not
yet converted. He goes away saved out of Phar-
1seeism, though not yet saved into Christianity.
Already is the hand of Christ npon his heart;
and when we afterwards see him rising up in the

secuted Saviour, and at last bringing sweet spices
to embalm the mangled form just rescued from
the coss, we only see the glorious outcome of
chat evening with Jesus Christ. '

Perhaps some reader of this sketeh is now sit-
ting where Nicodemus sat that night—on the
seat of honest inquiry. Ie has sat there long al-
ready, but delay has not improved his guilty
heart. He knows the theory of salvation, but the
practical steps he does not get hold of. My
friend, you may perish in that very seat. You
may sink to the pit from the place of the inquirer,
if you make it too the place of the palterer, and
the trifler with the Holy Spirit. 'What you want
is action. You have waited long enough. Go
straightway to Christ. Lay hold of the first daty
to which conscience oalls and do it. Begin ab
once to serve God. If your will rebels, pray God
to subdue your stubborn will. If Satan hinder,
“resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
If business beguile you, set your face like a flint
to the one great business of securing the salvation
of your soul. The very attempt to serve God will
bring out the wickedness and the weakness of
your heart, as no other process possibly can. But
try it. Every attempt will bring you nearer to
Christ. Persevere! Like Bunyau’s pilgrim, you
will find that the way to heaven ‘*‘lies through
this very valley.”” Struggle on! And when you
can perform one solitary act, however humble,
from no other motive than the glory of God—
when you can renounce a single sin from no other
motive than honoring the Saviour, then have you
experienced a new birth; then will your feet
be.safely planted iu that straight path that leads
to life eternal.

WORRY.

Dox’r you know that multitudes of human be-
ings turn away from the many blessings of their
lot, and dwell and brood upon its worries? Don’t
you know that multitades persistently look away
from the numerons pleasant things they might
contemplate, and look fixedly, and almost con-
stantly at painful and disagreeable things? Now
I put it to every sensible reader, whether there
be not a great deal too much of this kind of
thing. Are there not families that never spend
a quiet evening together without embittering it
by raking up every unpleasant subject in their
lot and history? There arve folks who both in
their own case, and that of others, seem to find a
strange satisfaction in sticking the thorn in the
hand further in; even in twisting the dagger in
the heart. Their lot has its innumerable bless-
ings, but they will not look ab these. Let the
view around in a hundred directions be ever so
charming, they cannot be got to turn their men-
tal view in one of these. They persist in keeping
nose and eyes at the moral pig-sty.

Never undertake any work until you have
your warrant; or you will find the expense to be
heavy, and the labor a task. David would have
built a temple, but he was forbidden.

b

In Luke xxii, 46, 1t is stated that our Saviour
ki '
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@he Rebiehn and Devald,

“Sanctify them through thy trurr; thy word is truth.”
BATTLE CREEK, MICH, THIRD-DAY, JAN. 8, 1861,

THOUGHTS ON THE ADVENT.

AN exhaustless theme is opeued before us iu the sub-
Jject which we have ehoseu ag the basis of a few brief
thoughts; but it is one from whieh, though much
treated upou already, we trust the reader will never be
iuclined to turu away from lack of iuterest. No graud-
er theme thau the glorious adveut of the Saviour to
this falleu world can occupy the thoughts aud peus
of the inhabitants of earth. No subject has greater
claims upon the earuest and unabating cousideratiou
of all classes ; and none especially greater claims upou

pursuits aud calculations of life, aud, before the world,
are waiting aud watching for our Lord’s return. Have
we come thus far iu vain? Have we beeu deluded in-
to the expectatiou of that which we have no warrant
to expect? Have we ruu wild in speculatiou upon the
word of God? or have we been guided thus far by dec-
larations of truth and soberuess? have we beeu build-
ing upon the rock? and are we moviug on to the cer-
tain and full fruition of our hope?

Upou all these questions we certaiuly canuot too of-
ten re-assare ourselves, and reuew our faith; aud
hence a reconsideration of the evidences of our posi-
tion, some of which we here propose to notice, cau
never be amiss. As we toil om ‘“in this wilderness
state,” feeling the ills of mortality pressing heavily
uponr us, we cousole ourselves with the thought that
the Life-giver is soou to appear, when this corruptible
shall put on ineorruptiou, and this mortal sball be
clothed with immortality. And when poverty and op-
pression, persecutiou and peril are sore upon us, we
look away, as our ouly hope, to the unfadiug erowu,
the enduring treasurve, the victory aud the rest, to
which the righteous Judge shall introduce us, iu the
doy of his coming and his kingdom. The questiou is
not now whether it is strange that we should desire this
coming aud kingdom; but, are we wrong iu lookiug
for it? Isthe world still destined to continue in its
wonted course for ceuturies to come? Might we as
well join with the worldling in his temporal schemes,
iu his plaus and calculations for a distaut day? Are
our sacrifices uucalled for and vain, and our hope
doomed to disappointment? Let not these guestious
be understood as designed to imply doubt, but ouly to
exeite inguiry.

That we do well to come out from the world, that
our expectations are not vain, but that the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh, yea, is even at the doors, we
shall now endeavor to show ; not from a desire to have
it 80, in itself considered, however stroug that desire
may be, but because we 3o uuderstand the word of the
Lord to teach. We desire our Lord to ¢ome, because
we love him; we believe that he will eome because his
word so declares, and we know that sooner heaven aud
earth would pass away than one jot or oue tittle of that
word would fail,

The first passage to which we call attention, is one
which we ever read with fresh delight. It is oue
which must elecirify with joy every heart whereiu the
love of Christ is fouud. It was spoken uuder circum-
stances which cauuot fail to give a correct aud vivid
idea of the uature and wauner of the return of our
blessed Saviour; aud it coutaius au euunciatiou of
the truth so clear and foreible that it canuot well be
evaded or iguored. Wo refer to the testimouy of the
augels to the meu of Galilee as they stood gaziug up
iuto heaven to catch the last glimpse of their ascend-
ing Lord. Wheu Jesus had fiuished the work which
he had personally to accomplish ou the earth, he led
his diseiples out as far as Bethauy, bestowed upou
them his parting blessing, aud was taken up iuto heav-
eu. And while iu mute astouishment they gazed
steadfastly up towards the cloud which had received
him out of their sight, two men iu white apparel stood
by beariug to them the very promise which was best
adapted to their situatiou in that hour of separatiou
aud trial—a promise, too, which has proved of equal
comfort to every saiut from that day to this, who has
mourued the long-coutinued separatiou of the church

us who have professedly come out from the ordinary |

from her beloved Lord. They testified as follows:
**Ye men of Galilee, why staud ye gaziug up into
heaven? This same Jesus which is takeu up from you
into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have
seeu him go into heaven.” Graeious words! worthy
to be graved in letters of gold; worthy to be worn as
“frontlets between the eyes,” and written upon every
door-post, as mo doubt, they are deeply eushriued in
every Christian heart.

Three poiuts are at ouce made clear by this testimo-
ny; namely, (1.) the fact that the Lord will come
agait. Said the augels (aud their testimony will at
onee be conceded as good authority) he skall come.
(2.) The nature of that eoming; personal aud real, not
spiritual: ¢ this same Jesus.” (3.) The mauner of
that eoming; visible in clouds of heaven, as they had
“seen him go into heaven.” Bodily, persoually, aud
visibly he aseended. The transaction was aecomplish-
ed in the light of day; aud the disciples beheld him
with their literal eyes, till a literal cloud hid him from
their view. Iu like manner will he come again, per-
sonally and visibly in the clouds of heaven ; aud eyes
that would theu gladly turn from the sight, and seek
to be buried by the rocks and mountaius from his pres-
euce, will be compelled to look upou his majesty aud
glory. Rev. vi, 16. May it rather be ours, dear read-
er, iu that dread day, to be ready to exclaim with all
the assurance of a heart at peace with him, Lo, this is

jour God, we have waited for him aud he will save us.

Isa. xxv, 9.
(7o be continued.)

THE TRUTH FOUND---A REVIEW.

SoME time since a MS. was placed in my hands,
which purported to be a review of the tract entitled,
The Truth Found. On referring it to those haviug
charge of the Review and Herald it was cousidered un-
worthy of publication, aud of au exteuded uotice such
as a publicatiou would uecessarily iuvolve. But the
writer, who sigus hig uame ¢ Not a Babylonian,” seems
to cousider himself ueglected, as we are iuformed, or
to thiuk that we keep his arguments from the public,
as feariug such a powerful exposure of our weakness.

We will uot at this time quote the passage of scrip-
ture which justifies us iu noticiug some of his positious,
but will rest on the suppositiou that our readers are
always interested to kuow what new phase the opposi-
tiou assumes. We notice such arguments in the arti-
cle as are uew aud uovel. His expositiou of Heb. iv,
which is about as consisteut as the points we notice
below, we pass entirely, as we have been notified that
we shall soon be called out ou that scripture by oue
who we presume can present stronger oppositiou thau
the writer of the present article. We have another
reason that will justify us iu noticiug o¥f the arguments
that may be brought against the truth. As advocates
aud disseminators of the truth we endeavor to bear iu
mind that the devices and cavils of meu, thongh they
may appear uuworthy of uotice when put forth iu writ-
ten form, are coutinually being thrust before the world
and the brethren privately, and thus often become the
means of the overthrow of some who are but just in-
guiriug for the way of truth. The writer of the artiele
is an entire strauger to us, and for aught that appears
in the article he has sigued his real uame ; andhe does
uot give us the opportunity of referring to him by any
other. But for the sake of brevity and conveuience
(uot to speak of justice) we shall drop the prefix which
he has attached to his uame, aud give ouly his surname,
to wit, ¢ Babylonian.”

Taking up the tract he becomes very indiguant at
the rule of evidence adopted from Dr. Carsou, ¢ Au
uunecessary iuference is without authority,” and ex-
claims:

¢“What! has it come to this? Are the
words, acts, or circumstauces of the lives of Christaud
his apostles of so little cousequeuce that au iuference
drawn therefrom is unuecessary? God forbid, Yet
80 Mr. W. teaches.”

¢“Mr. W.” does not so teach or thiuk. We did not
speak at allof iufereuces from the words, &e., of Christ,
but of unnecessary infereuces drawu from them or auy-
thiug elgse. It is wouderful that auy oue that has in-
tellect enough to learu to write a legible hand cauuot

see the differeuce. We always thought that uecessary
or legitimate couclusions might be drawu from the

words aud facts of the New Testament as well as those
of the Old; and in the tract in question we attempted
to draw iuferences from the words and facts of the New
Testameut; of course, coufining the argument to uec-
essary or reasonable inferences. But Mr. B. thinks
(or at least speaks) otherwise. He writes as though
every inference drawn from the New Testameut was
uunecessary. Dr. Carson’s admirable argument has
stood the test of the closest critieism from the most able
reasoners ; and we eau imagine but one reason why
Mr. Babylonian should object to sueh a reasonable
rule; to wit, the rule would preelude every conclusion
he has arrived at iu his artiele!

Mr. B. then, to show the fallaey of my reasouiug,
tries his haud at logic; and eudeavors to draw a con-
clusiou parallel to the first one in the tract ou page 3.
He says:

“Let us try Mr. Waggoner’s position thus: God
made the world and all things, uot accursed as at pres-
ent, but good, holy, and uupolluted; therefore the
world aud all thiugs cau never cease to be holy aud
unpolluted, even as it can never cease to be a fact that
God created them so. Conclusion, therefore the world
was uever accursed for man’s sake.”

This he calls the ¢legitimate result’” of the argu.
meut, and denomiuates it a ‘¢ parallel case.” Let us
trace the parallel iu the record of facts and see how far
it goes.

God made all things iu
six days.

He saw that all was good.

God rested the seventh

day.
He blessed the seventh

ay.
He said, Cursed is the Where’s the parallel 2

ground, &e.

A sentence ou page 4 of the tract will show that Mr.
B. willfully perverted the argument. It reads thus:
“8o it must remaiu a sanctified day, unless it cau be
showu to be also a fact that God has removed or with-
drawu the sanctity from it.”” .Here is an opening for
a subsequent fact to supersede the first. Iu his illus-
tration a subsequeut fact does supersede the first; but
in the case preseuted in the tract no suech subsequent fact
exists. On this we justly claimed the argumeut.

Agaiu, there is a further deception in Mr. Babylon-
ian’s illustration, as in the tract there are two distinet
points examined ; first, the creatiou; secoud, a guali-
ty added. Each of these has its separate argumeut
and couclusion; aud what will apply to oue will uot
always apply to the other. Hence, the proviso, as
here quoted. But Mr. B. mingled the two together,
and left out the proviso, thus preseuting the argumeut
in a false light.

Qu the'subject of the repeal of the law he says:

It is admitted that the command was plaiuly giveu,
but it is uot admitted that there are uot sufficieut
grounds for assuming that the commaud to keep the
seventh day holy was, and is, expressly repealed.”

He then complains agaiu of the rule as shuttiug out
iuferences favoriug such assumption. But why talk of
inferences aud assuming, if it was ‘¢ expressly repealed ?”’
He ueed uot assume anything, nor infer auything. Let
him point to the express repealaud we will cheerfully
yield the poiut.

The following is oue of the most singular of all the
singular positions yet taken by Sunday advocates or
Sabbath opposers. It clearly establishes Mr. B.’s rep-
utation for iuvention, if uot for logic. We call it a
rare sample of the ingenuity of error—fertile iu ex-
pedients, but blind {0 consegquences. After quotiug
Eze. xx, 18, &c., where the Lord says they polluted the
Sabbath, Mr, B. adds:

¢ Here we have the whole thiug stated plainly. The

sabbaths which were given for a sign, aud the saveuth
day was so giveu, were polluted. Is a thiug polluted
holy ? Even a lamb was required to be perfect iu or-
der to become a8 sacrifice, aud cau this polluted day
become the represeutative of the rest of Jesus ?
Thus we see the seveuth-day Sabbath bears the same
characteristics as the other sabbaths. It was a sign
like uuto them, aud was to be kept holy. It was also
polluted as they were, thus proviug that it was uot ex-
empted from auy circumstance affecting the purity of
the other sabbaths, aud therefore must have beeu a
part of the ceremouial law.”

We thiuk we may uow justly ¢ try Mr. Babyloniau’s
positiou thus,” to use his own words, ouly we will give
an exact parallel, which he did uot do. %
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The name of the Lord is holy. Ps. ex, 11, It is to
be reverenced, and not taken in vain. Ex. xx, 7. Note
the following scriptures :

Jer. xxxiv, 16, “But yo turned and polluted my
name.””  Query again: “Is a thing pelluted holy

Pollute and profane are synonymous. Webster,

Bze. xxxvi, 21. ¢ But I had pity for my holy name
which the house of Israel had profaned among the hea-
then.” Also verses 22, 23; Amos ii, 7. .

Notice, it was holy though they had profaned it.

Mal. i, 11, 12. ¢ My name shall be great among the
heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye have profan.
ed it.”

Is the name of Jehovah ¢ exempted from any cir-
cumstance affecting its purity ? Not if Mr. Babylon-
ian’s reasoning is correct; and he seems to rest much
on this point, as he refers to his having proved that
the seventh day is profaned or polluted, and no longer
holy. But the children of Israel polluted the Sabbath,
and put no difference between the holy and profane.
Mr. B. is guilty of the same offense. The text where
this rebuke is found carries the point still further.

Eze. xxii, 26. ¢ Her priests have violated my law,
and have profaned mine holy things; they have puino
difference between the holy and profane; neither have
they showed difference between the unclean and the
clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and
I am profaned among them,”

So, according to Mr. Babylonian, the Lord God him-
self iz not exempted from ecircumstances affecting his
purity! Mr. B. was certainly very blind or very reck-
less in putting forth an argument involying such a blas-
phemous conclusion. .

But Mr. B.’s argument affects his own position also.
To pollute or profane a holy day is to do servile work,
or secular Iabor on it; and Mv. B. claims that Sunday
is or was a sacred day by the act and appointment of
Christ. DBut has Sunday never beenprofaned? Would
not secular labor on that day neutralize its consecra-
tion as much or ss readily as it would that of the Sab-
bath? If Mr. B.’s argument availed anything it would
prove that, even if Sunday ever had been sacred, it
ceased to be so long ago, by being profaned.

Mr. B. says that I deny that the Lord Jesus arose on
the first day of the week, and then, wondering at my
infidelity, devotes considerable time and space to prove
it. In this he is only unfortunate. I never denied it,
and refer to the tract entitled, Nature and Obligation
of the Sabbath, for evidence that I believe it and have
so published to the world. And when Mr. B., or any
one, will show it a duty, by scripture, to keep the day
of Chrigt’s resurrection, I will keep the first day. But
we believe it from concurrent events, and not because
it 33 so stated, for it is not. And this is what is said
in the tract. We do not, however, admit the testimony
on which Mr. B, relies. He says:

¢« The keepers were appointed to watch and know
the very hour when Christ arose ; and what were they
instructed to say ? Why, that the disciples came by
night and stole him away while we slept. Would they
have watched that night if Jesus had arisen the day
before ? Such is the preposterous condition of Mr.
Waggoner’s argument.”

Not so fast, dear Mr. Babylonian! You appear to
be in great haste to exemplify your name. Where did
you learn that ¢¢ the keepers were appointed to watch
and know the very hour when Christ arose ?” &e.
Whatever we may think of your capacities, your oppor-
tunities have certainly been great; for the very best
proof we have been able to reach says that they were
appointed to watch and prevent the disciples stealing
him away; and so far frem placing any reliance on
the testimony of the soldiers, we are of the decided
opinion that ¢ what they were instructed to say” was
a vile imposition—a falsehood, We hold that this has
no bearing on the Sabbath question, and therefore the
information Mr. B. gives is of no particular value to
us, though it may be to others. As the modern Bab-
ylonians follow the Romang in commencing the day at
midnight, it is of interest to them to know what time
of night the soldiers said he arose. Without this, on
your own ground, you prove nothing; and as you are
the only person we ever heard of that so fully under-
stood the subject, we refer it to yourself for a further
decision.

In immediate connection with this he falls into an-

other error. He imputes to me the belief that the sev-
enth day

—+¢jg the day on which Jesus proclaims his peace
(or rest) without the smallest command given in the
New Testament or practice to warrant it.”

No, no, Mr. B. Such a ridiculous notion never en-
tered my head. We think you are fairly entitled to a
patent on it. Our faith is that the Sabbath is a day of
rest—made for man. You say the Sabbath is a day
for Christ to proclaim his peace or rest. How a com-
mand could reach such an institution, we cannot per-
ceive.

He further blames me for requiring definite testimo-
ny in regard to the first-day Sabbath. And why should
we not? We have definite testimony on the Sabbath,
and shall another institution be admitted in its place
without any definite testimony to warrant the change?
But we do not argue the point here. Our views are
plainly stated in the book in question. We will follow
Mzr. B. once more. Speaking of us he says:

«« He would be satisfied with the laws of the Medes
and Persians if there were none in the United States
sufficiently definite to suit him.” )

If there were no definite laws here we should regard
no law here; as an indefinite law would be unworthy of
any regard. And we firmly believe there is not & jury
in the land who would convict on testimony as vague,
indefinite, and contradictory, as that offered by the ad-
vocates of Sunday for its institution as a Sabbath. The
laws of the Medes and Persians have been referred to
by others. We will state our position fully on that
point,

1. If we had been under the laws of the Medes and
Persians and no definite laws had superseded them, we
should still observe them, and consider the duty plain
to do so.

2, If the laws of the Medes and Persians had been
the laws of this land, and the United States had defi-
nitety declared that they did not destroy or make them
void, then we should hold that they were the very
foundation of this government, and keep them accord-
ingly.

3. If the people of this country had found those laws
in force, and had said they did not purpose to do their
own will but the will of the pre-existing power and au-
thority, then also I should observe those laws, as a cit-
izen of the United States.

We have heard of an ancient feud between the par-
ties, from which we might conclude that Mr. Babylon-
ian had an especial antipathy to the laws of the Medes
and Persians, and if so, his prejudice appears to be as
wide-spread as deep-rooted, for it extends to otherlaws
that < alter not;”” but to the unprejudiced we would
appeal: Is not our position on the above three points
correct 9 And such is our relation, in the gospel, to
the law of God; for, the Saviour found the laws of his
Father existing : He said he came not to destroy it:
He said he came not to do his own will, but that of the
Father: and there is no law superseding the fourth
commandment, or instituting another Sabbath. On
this subject we rest with assurance and safety.

We beg permission to go one step further on this
poins, and ask, Why are we not bound to keep the laws
of the Medes and Persians ? Tho reply will be readily
given; that government was subverted and overthrown,
But who subverted the law of God? Did the Saviour?
or the man of sin? See Dan. vii, 25; 2 Thess. ii.
Which gospel does Mr. Babylonian claim his liberty
under, that of Jerusalem or Rome? We leave this
question open to all antinomians.

On the sanctification and blessing of the first day he
is unusually bold in his assertions; more so thanmost
of his co-laborers in the same cause. He says:

«But the occurrences of the day of pentecost are
sufficient to elevate it into a day of holy convocation,
for the descending of the Holy Spirit sanctified and
blessed it.”

‘We must certainly be approaching the climax., What
can induce a man claiming to be eandid and christian,
to make such statements? Did the day of pentecost
come weekly? Tt did not. Did the descent of the
Spirit occur more than once? It did. Was every day
sanctified on which the Spirit was poured out or de-
scended on the believersinJesus? Or would first-day
be doubly sanctified by ils recurrence on that day?
Probably Mr. B. and his fellow Bs. never thought of

this. But where do they learn that the day was sane-
tified by any such means? Nowhere. They do not
know it. It is folly and presumption; mo less than
adding to the word of God, to make it say what it does
not say, that they may appear justified in their trans-
gression. 'There iz no ordinary act of disobedience in_
this: it is rebellion, it is treason. Have not the words
of the wise man an application here? Xecl, wiii, I1.

But the last proof on this point, and the closing one
of his article, is one which, we have no doubt, our op-
ponents will all hail with joy, provided they ean be
made to believe in Mr. B.’s theory. He says:

« 1t [Sunday] 1s the day on which Christ first per-
formed that which be commanded to be done, saying,
¢This do in remembraunce of me,” as thoogh he had
said, Remember me on this day-—equivalent to remem-
ber the Sabbath-day. This is not a simple co-imei-
dence, but o fact.”

We wonder what the faei is, for there are three siate-
ments made, neither of which are irue. Truly, three
falge statements in twice as many lines, should not be
called a ¢ simple co-incidence”—it is & complex one.

Of all the perversions of seripture that it has been
our lot to witness, we have never seen the equal of
this. And yet (we are informed) the writer is a min-
ister of one of the large denominations of theday! The
words of the act of instituting the Lord’s supper are
turned from their plain, evident intemt, to support an-
other institution, the existence of which is noi hinted
at in God’s word. For, he afirms {(and everything
with him is settled by an affirraation), that the Sabbath
is not seventh day, but first day, in the New Testa-
ment. And thus we have the scripture expounded :
when Jesus distributed the bread and the wine, and
said, This do in remembrance of me, it was eguivalent
to saying, Remember and keep Sunday!!!

We have always confidently supposed that Paul un-
derstood the intent of the Saviour’s words, and the ob-
ject of the institution ; and in commentiag om it in his
letter to the Corinthians he says: < For as ofien as ye
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord’s desth till he come.” 1 Cor. xi, 26, But ac-
cording to Mr. Babylenian, the Saviour had altogether
another object in view—his words looked in snother
direction. And the words of Paul, vorrected io sujt
Mr. B.’s theory, would read thus: For as often a3 ye
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do keep Sunday !

Thank you, Mr. Babyloniaun ; in behalf of all the op-
posers of God’s holy Sabbath, we thank you, Wenev-
er should have thought of finding Sunday in 1 Cor. xi,
26, is you had not set us on the irack.

It is very generally conceded that the Saviour gave.
the commandment above referred to as early as Thurs-
day evening; so that if we had any authority whatever
for attaching the institution to a day, or if Mr. B.s
words were true, that the Saviour meant to say, Re-
member me on this day, the observanee wounld be fixed
to fifth or sixth-day, and not to first-day. But there
is not a shade of evidence that the Lord’s supper and
the observance of any day in any manner, are at all
connected. It is on a par with other assumptions by
which men seek to justify their transgression of God's
law, and shows the weakness of the cause they aretry-’
ing to sustain, and their own recklesseess in their ef-
forts to sustain it.

Though such efforts as this of Mr. B. are unworthy
in themselves of any consideration, they yet serve to
gshow the nature of the opposition whieh is now being
50 extensively offered to the law of God. And if the
truth on the Sabbath can be set aside or evaded in this
manner, what duty in God’s word can be enforced?
Well might the infidel denounce the Bible as an instru-
ment of contradictions and absurdities if it would jus-
tify such guibbles and evasions as those of Mr. B. here-
in noticed, or even of many of more learning, and of
(apparently} more candor.

We cannot look upon such efforts without solemn re-
flections. While fools make a mock at sin, the world-
ly moralist would often despise it, and the saint of God
would hate it. If, then, sin appears odious according
to the position and character of the beholder, how must
such perversions of truth and of the testimony of the
Bible appear in the sight of 2 holy God? Surely, an-
gels must look with astonishment at the presumption
of mortals in insulting heaven with vain excuses to set
aside the authority of the Creator. 5. K. W.
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MARTIN LUTHER ON THE LAW.

On reading the article from Bro. White in Review No.
5, of present Vol., I noticed an extract from Michelet’s
Life of Luther, on the subject of the Sabbath. I sup-
posed from that quotation that Luther was to all in-
tents s nmo-law, and no-Sabbath wman. The thought
struck me (as T have Michelet’s Life of Luther) that I
would get together all he says of Luther’s views on the
Sabbath and law. The vesult is, as our readers will
see, that Luther was not a no-law man, but he design-
ed to strike against superstifion in his remarks that seem
te be against the law,

On p. 183 Luther is vepresented as saying: «“ Why
do we teach and keep the ten commmandments? The rea-
son iz, that nowhere is the natural law so well arrang-
ed and iaid down as in Moses. I wish we had borrow-
ed from him in temporal thingsas well.” Then follows
the quotation above referred to concerning keeping the
Sabbath, not as s matter of necessity, but because na-
ture teaches us to take a day of rest, &ec.

It was not Luther’s intention in the above text to
strike against the law, as he elsewhere shows, He
gays on p. 215, in speaking of the Antinomians, and,
in pacticular, of Hisleben, Such doctrine, however,
must not he endured. Reject the law, without which
there cau be no church nor government! this is not
tapping the cask, but breaking it in.” Again, he says
of him on the same page: ‘“He would base repentance
on the love of justice, and so preaches the revelation
of divine wrath to the just and pious only. He does
not preach for the wicked. Yet St. Paul says the law
is for the ungodly. In short, by taking away the law,
he takes away the gospel, and he withdraws our belief
from the firm support of conscience to subject it to the
caprices of the flesh. Who could have dreamt of this
sect of the Antinomians.”

On pp. 216-7, he says of Luther: ¢ Master Jobst,
dining one day with Luther, showed him some propo-
sitions, aceording to which the law ought not to be
preached, since we are not justified by it. Luther got
angry and exclaimed, ¢ What, will my brethren propose
such innovations even while I live! Ah! how ought
not Master Philip to be honorved, who teaches with
clearness and truth the use and utility of the law!
Cousin Albert Vou Mansfield’s prophecy is being real-
ized. He wrote to me: “ There is Munzer lurking be-
hind that doctrine ;" and, indeed, he who pulls down
the law, pulls down at the same time the whole frame-
work of human polity and society. If the law be thrust
out of the church, there will no longer be anything rec-
ognized as sin in the world, since the gospel defines
and punishes sin only by recurring to the law, If, at
the cutset, I inveighed against the law, both from the
pulpit and in my writings, the reason was, that the
Christian church was at the time overladen with super-
stitiong, under which Christ was altogether buried and |
hidden, and that I yearned to save and liberate pious,
God-fearing souls from this tyranny over the conseience.
But I have never rejected the law.”

I would liere remark that it matters little to the Bible
student whether great men have subseribed to its truths
or not. But for the sake of those who may trust in
the multitade of mighty men it may be good to learn
that Luther was insentiment on the side of God’s truth;
although it is quite certain that he did not keep all the
ten commandments. J. N. LoveHBOROUGH.

Battle Creeck, Jan., 1861.

TRUTH vs. SPIRITUALISM.

Bro. Sartu: Never were we more convinced that we

" have the truth, and that Spiritualism is the great de-

lusion by which the enemy opposes the truth in these
last days, than we were the evening of the 9th inst.,
while reviewing a series of lectures that Mr. Potter, a
Spiritualist frem Magsachusetts, gave in this place a
fow days since. The truth seemed precions to us, and
while we had feelings of pity and compassion for those
who opposed the truth, we felt thankful that the Lord
had preserved us from the delusion of Satan, and that
we could rejoice in the light of God’s word. Mr. Potter
was present, and tried to resist the truth, and show
that the Bible was darkness instead of light ; but he
mevely denied and affirmed without proving, and tried
to maake the people laugh by using droll expressions.

%Sinca reviewing hig lectures we have heard that he had

said he would make the people laugh if he did not do
anything else. e perfectly disgnsted himself in the
eyes of those who had any respect for God and his
word, and who preferred sound reason to bare asser-
tions.

Though it is painful and unpleasant for us to dwell
on the blasphemous views of Spiritualists, yet we will
notice the main ideas that Mr. Potter advanced in his
lectures.

He said that Spiritualism had no Bible, no theory ;
that the Bible was a haman production; that it was
absurd to say we could purchasge the infailible word of
God for thirty-three cents; that Constantine decided
what books should be introduced in the Bible; that
the God of the Bible was unjust and partial, because
he would punish some and leave others unpunished;
because he made a difference between an infidel and a
Christian ; batween one that prays seven times a day,
and one that does not pray at all.

In reply we affirmed that the Bible was worthy of

our confidence, and proved its human and divine au-
thority by testimonies from heathen and ecclesiastical
writers, and by arguments from prophecy. Mr. P. ac-
cused us of being partial in our quotations from histo-
ry ; and we challenged him to produce testimonies that
would counteract the testimonies we had presented,
and to back up his assertion in regard to Constantine
by & plain fact from history. But he made no reply.
We also affirmed that the God of the Bible was not un-
just and partial, and remarked somewhat as follows ;
A certain parent has two sons. One is obedient and
faithful; the other ig discbedient and unfaithful. Rea-
son, justice and impartiality would require this parent
to punish one of his sons, and leave the other unpun-
ished, and thus make a difference between them. Now
the Grod of the Bible punishes the wicked and leaves
the righteous unpunished, or gives them life. He
makes a difference between thoge that obey him, and
those that obey him not. Therefore the God of the
Bible is just and impavtial (impartial in the adminis-
tration of his government—in the vindication of the
justice of his law. The justice of God’s law appears
in the punishment of the sinner, as well as in the re-
ward of the just).

Again, a parent that would make no difference be-
tween a child that obeys him, and ene that obeys him
not, would be called unjust and partial. Now the God
of Mr. Potter is a Gtod that malkes no difference be-
tween those that obey him and those that obey him not,
Therefore the God of Mr. Potter is a partial and unjust
God. We have not such a God as this, The God of
the Bible ¢“is no respecter of persons; but in every
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness
iz accepted with him;” and he will not leave the wick..
ed unpunished. Axts x, 84, 85; Prov. xi, 21; xvi, 5.
A theory that makes no difference between a wicked
man and a righteous man, virtually destroys the law
of God, and the penalty that guards that law.

Mr. P.  ¢«The Bible does not agree with the science
of geology. Hugh Miller teaches in his Old Red Sand-

stone that the earth is more than 6000 years old.”
Answer. A true science is based on immutable and
unchangeable principles, Geology is the science of
the structure and materials of the earth; and the prin-
ciples on which it is based have led to remarkable dis-
coveries. DBut geology asg a science is only initsinfan-
cy; and we should be careful not to confound the opin-
ions and speculations of geologists, with the science of
geology, just as we should be careful not to confound
the opinions and speculations of men on the Bible, with
the teachings of the Bible, The Bible will-explain it-
self if men will let it ; and no true science (when right-
ly understood) will clash with the Bible. But ifitisa
fact that ¢ Hugh Miller teaches in his Old Red Sand-
stone that the earth is more than 6000 years old,” it is
also a fact that Hugh Miller teaches iu his Footprints,
p. 313, that ‘“ there are no calculations more doubtful
than those of the geologist,” and that geclogy ¢ fur-
nighes us with no.clue by which to unravel the unap-
proachable mysteries of creation.” Hear him further:
¢« These mysteries belong to the wondrous Creator, and
to him only. We attempt to theorize upon them, and
to reduce them to law, and all nature rises up against
us in our presumptuous rebellion. A stray splinter of
cone-bearing wood, a fish’s skall or tooth, the vertebra

of a reptile, the humerus of a bird, the jaw of a quad-

raped—all, any of these things, weak and insigaificant
ag they may seem, become in such a quarrel too strong
for us and for our theory. The puny fragment in the
grasp of truth forms as irresistible a weapon as the dry
bone did in that of Samson of old, and our slaughtered
sophisms lie piled up heaps upen heaps before it.”
This is a testimony from Mr. P.’s favorite author, which
infidels would do well te ponder. We have nothing to
say against the genuine science of geclogy ; .but we do
enter our solemn protest against that science falsely
so-called, which makes the word of God of none effect.

Mr, P. ¢ God did not write the same words on the
last tables of stone that he wrote on the first.”

Ang. ¢“And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee
two tables of stone like unto the first ; and I will write
upon these tables the words that were in the first ta-
bles, which thou brakest.” ¢ And he wrote on the ta-
bles, according o the first writing, the ten command-
ments.” Ex. xxxiv, 1; Deut. x, 1-4.

Me, P, ¢ God is unjust. He sent a lying spirit to
persuade Ahab to go up to Ramoth-gilead that he might
fall in battle.” 1 Kings xxil.

Ans: Ahab was a very wicked king. He caused
Tsrael to depart from the Lord; and of him the Bible
says, ‘“ Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of
the Lord above all that were before him.” 1 Kings
xvi, 80. God bad faithfully warned him by his serv-
ants, and had given him time to veform; but he con-
tinued to do thoese things that were displeasing to the
Lord. Finally the Lord suffered him to follow his own
way, gave him over to the control of a lying spirit, and
decided that he should fall in battle at Ramoth-gilead.
Surely Gtod has a right to punish the disobedient and
mpenitent; and we have in the case of Ahab a strik-
ing illustration of God’s justice and long-suffering.

Mr. P. ¢ Spiritualism is governed by nature. Na-
ture acts just ag it did 6000 years ago. Christ agrees
with nature ; and Christ speaks of the things that are,
and not of the things that will be in the future. A
Methodist or a Baptist is right if he agrees with na-
ture.”

Here Mr. P. professes to give the foundation of Spir-
itualism. Nature is the criterion by which he judges
persons and things; and he asserts that a Methodist
or a Baptist is right if he agrees with nature. But ac-
eording to his own statement, * Christ agrees with na-
ture.” Hence a Methodist or a Baptist is right if he
agrees with Christ. This is all we claim. Bat what
does Mr. P. make Christ teach? He says, ¢ Christ
talks of the things that are, and not of the things that
will be in the future.” Is this statement correct? Let
this question be answered by those who know what
Christ taught, Mr. P. must have known that Christ
spoke of the future; for in his last lecture, while try-
ing to create laughter in regard to the teachings of
Christ and Paul on the subject of marriage, he remark-
ed as follows : ¢ Christ taught that they which shall be
acoounted worthy to obtain that world neither marry
nor are given in marriage. Christ spoke of the future.
He never spoke of the present.” He continunes:

“Christ says to the woman taken in adultery, Nei-
ther do I condemn thee. John viii. Christ did not
condemn her. DBut the churches condemn and exclude
such. Why don’t they agree with Christ 2”

Christ did not decide that this woman should be
stoned according to the expectation of the Jews; nei-
ther did he uphold her in her sin. Sin is the trans-
gression of that law of which the seventh command-
ment ig a part ; and Christ said to the womau. ¢ Go
and sin no more., Christ was without sin; and he
came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill. He said to
the young man who wanted to know what good thing
he should do that he might have eternal life, ¢ If thou
wilt enter into life keep the commandments.” Matt.
xix.

Mr. P.  ““Men answer to the purpose for which they
were made. The Universalist is a philanthropist, a
charitable man. The Methodist sends men to hell.
One has large benevolence; the other has small benav-
olence, A man that has no benrevolence cannot be a
Universalist. Thege facts grow out of nature—out of
the physical development in man. Again, one man is
a Christian and prays seven times a day ; another is a
pirate, and slays hig fellow-men. Are these men or-
ganized alike? No, There iz no devil, Men are
growing wiser.”
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Ans. Tt cannot be made to appear consistent that

“men answer to the purpose for which they were

made,” when they have bad dispositions, and do those
things which are evil, and repugnant to reason and
humanity. The benevolent and wise Creator made
man upright, and pronounced him good; and the hap-
piness of God’s intelligent creatures consists in their
being good; and certainly men should not be called
good when their dispositions and actions are evil. Mr.
P. says, ‘ These facts grow out of nature.” What facts ?
Why, the fact that Universalists are charitable and be-
nevolent, and that Methodists have small benevolence
and send men to hell, and the fact that a Christian
prays seven times a day, and that a pirate slays his
fellow-men. But nature is the rule by which Mr. P.
Jjudges persons and thingg; and of course nature must
be right. Then Universalists, Methodists, Clhristians
and pirates are right; and Mr. P. has proved Spiritu-
alism! We see that Mr. P. labors under a difficulty ;
and he will labor under a serious difficulty as long as
he does not admit that an enemy has marred the works
of God. ’

Mr, P. ““Wo must have facts precede assumption.
There is no fact in nature that proves a future punish-
ment.”

Angs. The God of nature, who ¢ declares the end
from the beginning, and from ancient times the things
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand”’
[Isa. x1vi,-10], bas spoken to men by his prophets,
and his word hag had its fulfillment. This same God
teaches in his word that the sinner shall be punished ;
that those whe break his law, which grows out of im-
mutable relations that men sustain to God and to their
fellow-men, shall suffer its penalty—shall die the sec-
ond death, and we believe it. God speaks in propheey
concerning signs that were to be the precursors of his
coming wrath; and we havesigns around us, in the heav-
ens above, inthe earth below, among men and in nature,
that answer to God’s word in propheoy, and proclaim
with awful certainty that the day of God’s wrath hast-
eth greatly. See the ¢« Signs of the Times,” published
at the Review and Herald Office.

Mr. P. ¢ We say that the soul of man is immortal,
because the spirits of our departed friends communi-
cate to us, and say they are immortal.”

Ans. Spiritualists admit that the spirits do not al-
ways tell the truth, and that ¢there are mean, low,
dirty imps of darkness that tell falsehoods.” (Thisis
the testimony of a famous Spiritualist who attended
these lectures.) Now if this is so, how can we rely on
their testimony ? If there are mean, low, dirty, lying
imps, is there not danger of being deceived ? May not
these spirits be the seducing spirits of which Paul
speaks? 1 Tim.iv. May they net have learned their
lesson in regard to the nature of man from the father
of lies, who said in the beginning, ¢ Ye shall not sure-
ly die ?”

Mr. P. ¢ We read in Mark xvi, These signs shall
follow them that believe. They were to believo the
gospel.  Grospel means good news. Do these signs fol-
low the churches ? They follow Spiritualists if they
follow any. This age has its gospels and revelations.”

Ans. The fact that signs and wenders follow Spir-
itualists does not prove that Spiritualists ave right.
The magicians of Egypt had remarkable signs, and did
wonders, till their folly was made manifest by the pow-
or of God which wrought through Moses and Aaron.
Ex. vii; 2 Tim. iii, 8, 9. And Elymas, the sorcerer,
< an enemy of all righteousness, a child of the Devil,”
resisted the truth in the days of Paul; and his folly
was also exposed. Aects xiii, 6-11, The Seriptures
speak of lying wonders [2 Thess. ii, 9], and of spirits
of devils working miracles. Rev. xvi, 14. But we
need not be deceived. ‘We have a rule by which we
can try the spirits. Says Isaiah, ¢ When they shall
say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spir-
its, and unto wizards that peep and mutter: should nob
a peoplo seel unto their God ? for the living to the
dead? To the law and to the testimony : if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no
light in them.” Isa. viii, 19, 20.

We read in Mark xvi, ¢¢ These signs shall follow them
that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils,”
Does this sign follow Spiritualists? No. They are
very careful to say as little as they can about devils.
M'his is the first sign of whieh Christ speaks; and this

made.

need pardon.

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

sign was very prominent in the primitive church.
Christ commenced his work by breaking the power the
Devil held over the suffering, and by casting out dev-
ils. He had a controversy with the Devil and wicked
spirits during his entire ministry; and his disciples
could say, ¢ Even the devils are subject unto us through
thy name.,” Luke x, 17,

Mr. P. says, «This age has its gospels and revela-
tions.”” Granted. But do these gospels and revela-
tions agree with the law and the testimony ? Does the
gospel that Mr. P. brings agree with the gospel that
Christ and the apostles taught ? It doesnot. It speaks
against the Bible and against the God of the Bible, and
makes no difference between a wicked man and a good
man. It destroys all distinctions of right and wrong,
says there is no Devil, and denies the doctrine of a fu-
ture punishment. This gospel is very different from
the gospel which Paul preached; and truly God’s bless-
ing cannot rest on those who ieach it. Says Paul,
“Though we or an angel from heaven, preach any oth-
er gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unte you, let him be accursed.” Gal. i, 8.

Query. Was it customary for holy men of old to
whom the Lord gave revelations for the people, to stand
before a congregation and lecture one or two hours in
vision with their eyes closed? ’

b. T. BourRDEAD.
A M RO

THE CONDITIONS OF ETERNAL LIFE,

Curist said to the Jews, If ye believe not that I am
he you shall die in your sins. John viii, 28. It ap-
pears from this language of our Lord that faith in
Christ was indispensable to salvation, and that it was
absolutely necessary to believe that he was the Mes-
siah in order to have eternal life. This language is in
harmony with that of the apostle Peter where he says,
This is the stone which was set at naught of you build-
ers, which is become the head of the corner. Neither
ig there salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved. Acts iv, 12, This langnage was
addressed to the Jews, who were called the builders.
They set at naught the stone, which was Christ, and as
they did not believe that he was the Saviour that should
come into the world, there was no possible chance for
their salvation so long as they continued in unbelief.
Yet notwithstanding the Jews were a stubborn, rebell-
ious people, Christ’s love was manifested to them.
This we see demonstrated at the time when he wept
over Jerusalem, as he makes use of the following lan-
guage, Luke xiii, 14: O Jerusalem, Jerugalem, which
killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent un-

'to thee, how oft would I have gathered thy children

together ag a hen gathereth her brood under wings and
ye would not. It appears from the above testimony
that they were unwilling to receive salvation through
Christ, choosing rather to ¢limb up some other way,
whieh Christ denominated as being theives and robbers.
Behold, said Jesus, your house is left unto you deso-
late. - .

This desolation took place at the death of our Sav-
iour, when the vail of the temple.was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom. This was a clear demon-
stration that God had withdrawn his presence from
their earthly house, and as that blood was then shed
which was to be ministered in the heavenly sanctuary,
all who desired pardon must now look in that direc-
tion. Under the old dispensation, these who had
ginned had to bring their offerings, which were to be
without blemish, and present them to the high priest,
and confess their sins on the heads of those victims,
and through the blood of these offerings their sins were
transferred to the sanctuary where the atonement was
They had to go through with this routine of
duties every year. But what made the atonement nec-
essary ®  Answer; sin. What is sin? The trans-
gression of the law. Then all who had transgressed
the law needed a part in that ministration. So alse
those under the present dispensation who have sinned,
But how is this to be obiained? An-
swer: on condition of repentance toward God, and
Jesus our great High
Priest has given his life a rausom for the sins of the
world. By the grace of God he tasted death for every
man, thus making a way possible whereby all may

be saved. Again we read that he is no respecter of
persons ; but in every nation, they that fear God and
work righteousness are accepted with him. He also hath
appeared once in the end of the world to put away sin
by the sacrifice of himself. He did not have to enter
the holy places often as the earthly priests did, else he
must have suffered often, for they had to slay & victim
every time they entered inte the sanetuary. But
ag the sacrifice was made at the death of our Saviour,
and his blood was spilt to atone for the sins of the
world, it becomes necessary for all who desire a part
in the atonement, to come to God through Jesus Christ,
who bore our sins in his own body. But before a per-
son can be induced to some to Christ he must see the
need of a Saviour, and before he ean see the need of 5
Saviour he must be eoenvineed that ke is a sinner, and
to convince him that he is s sinner, the elaims of the
law must be presented. As he looks inte that perfect
law of liberty, he sees himself & transgressor and just-
ly exposed to its penalty, which is death, and behold-
ing himself in this wretched condition, under the pen-
alty of a broken law, he looks away to Jesus, heartily
repenting of his sins, and laying hold by faith on the
promises of God. Jesus undertakes his cause for him,
and as he presents his blood to the Father, the Father
accepts the offering, and through the ehanmel of living
faith salvation sweetly flows to his heart. e feels the
witness of the Spirit that ke is a child of God and an
heir of glory. Then through the blood of Jesus his
sins are borne into the heavenly sanetuary, there o ve-
main on the eondition of obedience wumniil the closing
work of our great High Priest, when those sins which
have been heartily confessed will be transferred from
the sanctuary and placed on the head of their originat-
or, the Devil. Then God’s people will he forever free
from the effects of sin, andin a position where they can
receive the blessing whieh God has pronounced upon
those who do his commandments, viz., & vight to eat of
the tree of 1ife, and enter in through the gates into the
city. E. Baxzn.

Mackford, Wis.

P. 8. Bro. Sxrra: I would say in behalf of the
Seventh-day Advent church at Mackford, that we earn-
estly desire that Bro. and sister White and Bro. Lough-
borough should attend conferences in Wisconsin next
spring, and will pay our proportion of their expenses
to this State, providing our request is granted. We
believe their labors are very much needed. We think

the time has come for the sirait testimony to be given.
R. B.

BExtracts from Letters.

Bro. A. J. Stover writes from Indiancla, Tows: It
has not been long since I became seguainted with the
doctrines of the remnant people. I have had more
light on the Bible since then than I ever had before in
the same length of time. 1 feel more like casting my alt
on Christ than ever. It makes me feel little but more
thankfal for the merecies of God. I kunow that I eome
far short of what I should be, but whai liftle T do I
feel that God blesses me for it. Last spring when Bro.
Hull was at Indianola, I heard him on the law and
Babbath two sermens, which very nearly convineed
me. As soon as I went home I commenced reading
and became convineed the same week. Since that
time I have been trying by the help of God to keep the
commandments. Some of my neighbors say, I am ecer-
tain for hell if I do not quit keeping the Jewish Sab-
bath. T tell them Christ is my judge.”

Bro. C. M. Nichols writes from Vernon, Dec. 25th :
¢« There are a few here striving to keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus. Many are fight-
ing against the holy Sabbath, but I do thank God that
the way grows brighter all the while. I have been
for nearly four years a believer in the near coming of
our Lord. It does me good to hear from the brethren
and sisters abread that they are striving for a deeper
work of grace. We number ten in this place. O that
Wwe may put our trust in the Lord, obtsin strength and
wisdom from him to worship him in Spirit and in
truth.”

e e—

Wz only ask of God what we think will be best, but

he gives us what he Znows is best.
il
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B&F™ New gubsceribers for the INstrUcTOR Will please
state whether they have received the first No. for the
year 18G1.

THE CAUSHE IN NORTHERN N. Y.

Bro. Swmarm: Bro. Whitney and myself left home
Dee. 6th to spend a few weeks in St. Lawrence Co.
Spent the next Sabbath with the brethren at Buck’s
Bridge, and the next day (Sunday) went to Hermon,
where we expected to hold meetings, but the prejudices
of the people were so high that we only held one meet-~
ing and passed on, hoping to find a better opening.

We went from there to Edwards, where we foundthe
ground pretty well occupied by the Methodists, both
Wesleyan sund Episcopal, and evening schools. We
however spent the Sabbath with the few brethren in
that vicinity, seme of whom we found rather weak in
the faith, and others slmost disceuraged. The enemy
is busy heve as elsowhere, and the cause was suffering
somewhat frem a spirit of fanaticism clearly discern-
able in some.

We endeavored to bear our cross, by kindly bearing
the strait {estimony, both in our Sabbath meetings and
in visiting the brethren at their homes, and we trust
the Lord will bless our efforts to the good of some. In
the meantime we gave four lectures with some interest,
begide one or two at other places.

On our way up we called on a brother Fleming,
who hes lately embraced the truth; and who invited
us to hold meetings in his neighborhood on our return.

Accordingly we stopped and commenced a course of
lectures, and gave five diseourses, when the school-
house was closed againt us, and as no other opening
presented itself, we were obliged to leave. Still we
believe some were sufficiently interested to search the
Scriptures, and we hope may be led to obey the truth.
We left behind us about five dollar’s worth of books,
and obtained twe subscribers each for the Review and
Instructar. We found some interest to investigate in
families that we visited, outside of the influence of our
public efforts.

At Edwards we werc somewhat blessed and comfort-
ed in again mingling our prayers and tears with those
of our dear sister Castle, who is suffering under the
fell disease, consumption, but whoese prospects are
brightening for the future kingdon.

Yours in the bonds of the gospel,

H. W. LAWRENCE.
Bangor, N. V.

NOTES ON MEN AND THINGS.

Wurrewasuep HeaTurNism.—A writer in a late N.
Y. Tribure tells us in a few (poetic) lines, that he has
a friend in heaven, and wished to send her a message.
First, he placed it upon ““a small white cloud,” but
that ““died in the crimson west.”” He then gave it to
a lark ; but <its pinious grew faint and weary,” and
there was another failure. Finaliy he heard a strain
of supernatural musie, and placing it upon the “mugic’s
eutspread wings,” it soared aloft, and he then knew
that it had ¢ passed throngh the golden gate.” If our
world was to have an age of superlative nonsense, it
surely is the one in which we are living.

Broug vs. Mopenry TuroLsay.—H. W. Beecher,in a
sermon upon the subject of Religion and Politics, says:
s« And when the sun of Tuesday next (election day)
shall go down, the sun of ages shall arise; the curtain

- shall fall upon one bad drama, and rise upon another
one, glowing with new life and hope,.
next, I think it will be said that the wheel has passed
the center, and from that time forward—aggression ?
fratricidal wrong? No; but justice, equity, truth,
liberty, love, all of them are established forever!” But
what says the Bible? ¢ The time willcome when they
will not endure sound dectrine ; but after their own lasts
shall heap to themselves teachers having itching ears;
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Tim. iv, 8,4. In
the last days perilous times shall comes, for men shall
he lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blashemers, &c. 2 Tim. iti, 1, 2. Bvil men and se-

After Tuesday’

ducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being
deceived. 2 Tim. iii, 18. And while many, yea, mul-
titudes, are giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of devils, instead of seeking unto G2d for wis-
dom and useful knowledge, while the nations are get-
ting angry, and the whole civilized world is apparent-
ly arming for a tremendous conflict, while the groans
of the oppressed and down-trodden are increasing and
calling aloud to heaven for vengeance upon the oppress-
or, while vice and immorality in every form is increas-
ing throughout the world,—surely the veign of peace
cannot yet be inaugurated. And what means thisloud
cry of ¢ Peace and safety,” if it is not in fulfillment of
the prophetic word? 1 Thess. v, 3.

¢“Tug PRIESTS THEREOF TEACH FOR HIRE.” MIcan
111, 1.—A preacher in this neighborhood, on returning
from his circuit, was asked what success he met with.
¢¢0,” said he, ‘“good, good. The people did not hesi-
tate about giving me $800.”” It reminds us of the fol-
lowing anecdote : Two preachers, on meeting, entered
into the following colloquy : ¢ Brother,” said one, I
had a dream about you the last night.”” ¢ Ah,’ said
the other, ¢¢ what was it 27 <1 thought I saw you,”
said the dreamer, ‘“in one of the streets of the New
Jerusalem, upon your knees.”” ¢ Praying, wasn’t1?”’
““No, you was trying to scratech up some of the gold!”
Is it any wonder that in these last days the great mass
of professors of religion should be lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God, when so many of those whom
they accept as feachers set the example? Query.
Would it be improper to have such dreams about some
who profess to be Sabbath-keepers ?

A Coxnzrast.—¢Poolt,” said a neighboring professed
minister of the gospel, ‘“if you Advent people behave
yourselves with decency and propriety, you will meet
with no opposition or persecutions.” It is as near the
truth as many other things said, which are raked out
of the dirt-heap of human reason and ¢radition, for the
word of God tells ug that < they that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” and those that
truly live thus, certainly ¢ behave themselves with de-
cency and propriety.” Wn. 8. Foork.

Pendleton, Ohio.

APPOINTMENTS.

ProviDENCE permitting, I will meet with the church
in Convis, Sabbath, Jan. 19, and will commence lec-
tures at the brick school-house on the plank road three
miles south of Bellevue, Sunday, Jan. 20, at 1 o’clock
P. M., and continue as long as the interest demands.

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

Buginess Depaviment.

Business Notes.
J. T. Ashley: The Bible Class contains lessons for
children of Sabbath-schools. Price 15 cts. post-paid.

E. Day: The paper has been sent uninterruptedly to
Mrs. A Cochran. There was one dollar due on your
paper, when transferred to the present address.

N A

E. Stone: The REvIEw has been regularly sent to
both Mrs. J. Evans, and J. H. Chrispell, Bellvue, Ea-
ton Co.

Hannah Briggs: What is your Post-Office and State?
J. P. Rathbun: There will be 18 ots. due on your
paper to pay postage for present volume,.
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