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RICH AND POOR.

I saw a poor man enter where
The worshipers of God were seen,
His garments cheap and worn threadbare,
Yet all was tidy, neat and clean—
I saw him take a lonely seat,
And worship at the Saviour’s feet.

I saw hard by, a famlly,
Dress’d out in satin, sitk and gold;
Their look was haughty, proud and high,
Their gait was very stern and bold—
They scarcely deigned to look that way,
So poor was he, so rich were they.

I looked again by faith ahead,
And saw “the great white throune” on high;
I saw the living and the dead,
All hastening to their destiny :
The rich and poor were in that host,
And some were saved and some were lost.
I saw the man who years ago
Was dressed in tinsel, silk and gold:
But O, how changed ! how full of woe,
What anguish did his looks unfold:
His lofty airs were fled and gone,
He stood a wreteh, unsaved undone.

I saw the poor man clad in white,
Stand with the glorious seraphim;
Angels that glow in realms of light,
Were not ashamed to be with him—
O who would not prefer to be
A sinner saved, though poor as he?

INFIDEL OBJECTIONS.

UnwrARIED efforts are made at the present
day to undermine the Christian faith of the young
and the thoughtless. Infidel tracts are extensive-
ly eiroulated, and societies formed, that the insti-
tutions and rvestraints of Christianity may be
swept from the land. But there never yet has
been an argument adduced against Christianity,
which has not been triumphantly refuted. Not-
withstanding the efforts which have been made
by unbelievers in all ages of the church, Chris-
tianity has been advancing with a steady and
ever-increasing power. It has triumphed over
all former opposition. Voltaire boasted that he
could overthrow it. And if there ever was a man
who could have shaken Christianity to its found-
ation, Voltaire was the man. He was the idol of
his nation. The theaters of Paris, and every lit-
erary circle in the empire resounded with his
praises, Whatever he wrote was at once commu-
nicated to millions of minds. He was possessed
of a memory almost miraculous in its powers of
retention. His command of language was perfect.
His powers of sarcasm unrivalled. The peculiar
circumstances of the times were remarkably fa-
vorable to his enterprise. He summoned all his
powers to the work.

Voltaire is now dead. Christianity still lives

and thrives with ever-inereasing vigor, Lvery

day tells us of her triwmphs; every hour pro-
claims her victories. The sarcasm of Voltaire,
the sneers of Gibbon, the sophistry of Hume,
were alike unavailing. Christianity still lives.
Modern infidels are retailing, at second-hand, the
objections which have already been refuted, and
which have proved powerless. We have no fears
for Christianity. Her omnipotence is proved.
The only thing to be feared from the efforts of
infidels at the present day is, that they may blast
the hopes of many families; and bring down the
gray hairs of many parents in sorrow to the grave.
They may succeed in undermining the founda-
tions of virtue in the bosoms of not a few of the
young and the thoughtless; leading them to cast
off the fear of Ctod, and to restrain prayer, and
thus, perhaps, to come to all the horrors of the
infidel’s death-bed, and be undone forever. It is
for them that we write, that they may be guarded
against the seductions of vice, and agninst the
sophistry of those who would betray them.

Again we say, we have no fears for Christiani-
ty. From a lowly origin it has risen to greatness,
and has spread over a large portion of the globe.
Wherever it has appeared, it has been the dispen-
ser of the choicest blessings. Kvery weapon that
has been lifted against it has proved of no avail
Where can you find infidels more powerful than
Hume, and Gibbon, and Bolingbroke, Rousseau
and Voltaire? Where can you find persecutions
more violent and bloody than that of Nero or Do-
mitian? f Christianity could have been over-
thrown, it would have been done long before now.
But the lash of the satirist, the sophistry of the
philosopher, and the sword of the persecutor have
been alike ineffectual. In defiance of all opposi-
tion, religion has been steadily advancing, and
her progress is now more rapid than it ever has
been before. If what we write may be instru-
mental in saving any young man from the down-
ward path of sin and woe, our object will be ac-
complished, and our reward will Le great.

The Old Testament is the great storehouse of in-
fidel objections. Most persons are less acquainted
with the Old Testament than with the New, and are
therefore less prepared to contradict bold assertions,
or to detect incorrect statements and sophistical rea-
sonings. We shall now answer a fow of the most
plausible objections which are urged against the
divine authority of the Bible. Commencing with
the first chapter of Glenesis, we shall take the ob-
jections in the eorder in which they arise, and
shall endeavor to present the argmments of the
infidel in all their strength, assured that Chris-
tianity has nothing to fear from the most deter-
mined attacks of her foes.

Objection 1. Of the history of ereation it is
said by Palmer, ¢ One thing is remarkable in the
account: that there were three days and three
nights before the creation of the sun, which is
the sole cause of day and might. This proves
that Moses, or whoever wrote the first chapter of
Grenesis, was neither a good world-maker nor a
good astronomer.”

Answer. This objection Infidels have urged
for many centuries. But unfortunately for them,
the light of modern science hag disclosed that the
sun is not a great globe of fire, as they have sup-

posed. Dr. Herschel's telescope has completely
annihilated their argument. Tt has shown to the
satisfaction of every scientific man, that the sun
is a solid globe similar to the earth and other plan-
ots, and that the splendor which it emits comes
from a region of luninous clouds with which it is
enveloped. Thus modern philosophy has shown
that the Mosaic account is minutely, and even
scientifically accurate. The matter of light is a
substance altogether distinet from the sun. It
was called into existence the first day of the crea-
tion. On the fourth day the sun assumed his
station as the great light-bearer. This is the
precise word which Moses uses.

_ This objection is thus blown to the winds.
And yet, founded as it is in ignorance, it still
holds sway over the minds of the ignorant. It
happens that Moses was the good astronomer, and
that Palmer and his coadjutors were the dupes of
objections founded on ignorance. It happens
that Moses in the very infancy of science, and be-
fore the powers of the telescope were known, had
attained a degree of aceuracy in astronomical
statements which surpassed the knowledge of
those who are enjoying all the light of the nine-
teenth century. It is the recent perfection of
goience which has proved the scientific aceuracy
of the Mosaic aceount. How tremendously, then,
is the objection rolled back upon the ebjector.
and if he be susceptible of shame, how must he
be confounded, to learn, that with all his boasting
he has been urging the argument of ignorance and
folly. And if he will allow himself to think,
how must he be perplexed to account for the fagt
that Moses, without the advantage of modern sci-
ence, and without the perfestion of modern art,
was so far in advanee of the learned men who
have lived even within half a century of the pres-
ent duy.

Sir Isaae Newton, whose mind was as familiar
with suns and stars as with household things,
would have laughed to scorn the man who should
adduce such an argument against revelation; and
yet it is still eirculated by the ignorant and the
designing, to build up the cause of infdelity.

Theie is no geologist of more distinguished
reputation than Cuvier. He says the Mosaic ac-
count of the creation of the world, “ considered
in a purely scientific view is extremely remarka-
ble, inasmuch as the order which it assigns to the
different epochs of creation is precisely the same
as that which has been deduced from geological
observations.”

Where did Moses obtain this knowledge? Did
he borrow it from the Egyptians? They were
not acquainted with the science of geology. Tt is
the laborious research of many centuries which
has enabled learned men to come scientifically to

those conclusions which Moses has stated with so -

much simplicity in the first chapter of Genesis.
Again we ask, how are we to account for the fact,
that thousands of years ago, the leader of a half-
civilized nation had attained a degree of knowl-
edge about the structure of the world, which isnow
only discovered by the observation of centuries,
and the intcnse study of the most gifted minds?
The man who can account for this on commen
principies, must be credulous indecd.
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‘The Christian has a very simple and satisfacto-
ry auswer: “ He who made the world could re-
veal to Moses how it was made. Xt isa fact of
deep interest that ¢science, when matured by a
series of careful observations and legitimate in-
duction, teaches us precisely what Moses had
taught more than three thousand years ago.””

Objection 2 “Tt is said in the Bible that o-
ses wrote the first five books of the Old Testa-
ment; but it is impossible that he could have
written them, for in his day the art of writing
was not known.” This is a bold assertion, and
if true, a very formidable one. .Let ws inquire
into its truth.

Auswer. Not long since, the french army in-
vaded Hgypt. A corps of scieutific mén under
the patronage of the ¥rench government, accom-
panied this army to examine the bhieroglyphies,
and to explore the far-famed antiquities of this
land. They found in the pyramids—the sepul-
chral chambers of Keypt's embalmed kings—
inany manuseripts written in the time of IMoses,
and one in particular which was written two cen-
‘turies before his day. These manuseripts were
found with the mummies and funeral relics which
were deposited in the tombs of the pyramids.
They were read and their contents published to
the world. . :

And yet infidels have been asserting for centu-
ries that Moses could not have written the Penta-
teuch, because people did not know how to write
then. This matter-of-fact discovery of the French
philosophers has forever removed the argument
from the mouths of intelligent men, but it is still
bandied about to do its work among the ignorant.

Objection 3. The creation of the world, ac-

_cording to the account of Moses, took placo but
about six thousand years ago. But the science
of geology affords abundance of evidence that this
world must have existed millions of ages.”

Answer. The first chapter of Genesis, in its
details, s not an account of the original creation
of the globe, but of its adaption to its present pur-
poses, and of the introduction of man upon its
surface. “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”” When was « the begin-
ning 2”  Does Moses say it was but six thousand
years ago ?  No such thing. Moses says not one
word upon the subject. For aught we are told,
it may have been millions of ages.

“ And the earth was without form, and void ;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep.”
How long had the earth remained this shapeless
mags of inorganic matter? The Bible does not
inform us. Tor aught we ecan tell, it may have
been through the long lapse of many ages. Mo-
ses simply informs us that the earth had been
created ¢ in the beginning,” and was in this sitn-
ation when God said, ¢ Let there be light.”

But here again science appears in attestation of
the truth of scripture. By a process of investi-
gation of petrified bones and ovrganic remains,
which it is not necessary here to endeavor to ex-
plain, the most eminent geologists are satisfied
that the human race cannot have existed on this
globe. for a longer period than that asserted by
Moses. Thus science, instead of contradicting
the Mosaie account, gives whatever influence she
has in its favor.

Objection 4, “ Modern astronomy teaches us
that the world wpon which we live is but one
among unnumbered millions. As far as the eye
of the telescope can penetrate into the regions of
infinite space, we find suns and systems strewed
with a profusion which no combination of num-
bers can express. This world i3 one of the most
insignificant of tliem all, and compared with the
rest, is but as a sand upon the shore of the ocean,

or as a single leaf amid the countless myriads of

the forest. It is, therefore, ridiculous to suppose
that this insignificant world with its puny inhab-
itants, should attract so much of the attention of
Grod as is represented in the Bible.”

Answer. This argument implies, first the as-
sertion that Christianity is intended for the ex-
clusive benefit of this world. We cannot reply

to this assertion better than in the eloquent lan-
guage of Chalmers.

« How does the infidel know that Christianity
is set up for the single benefit of this earth and
its inhabitants? How is he able to tell us that
the person and the religion of Jesus are unknown
in other worlds? We challenge him to the proof
of this said positive announcement. e may
make lig argument out of an assertion, which he
hag no means whatever of verifying; an assertion
the truth or the falsehood of which can only be
gathered out of some supernatural message, for it
lies completely beyond the range of human obger-
vation.”

But the Christian can go farther than this. In
the Bible Le finds positive evidence that the plan
of redemption is not confined in its moral effects
to this world alone. The inhabitants of other
worlds look with interest upon the scenes which
are occurring here. And in these scenes they
witness such a display of the Creator’s love as
constitutes one of the high songs of eternity.

The Christian can go farther still. Even ad-
mitting the infidel’s bare and proofless assertion,
that Christianity was intended for this world
alone, his argument remains still to be defended.

He says, ¢ Since astronomy has unfolded to us
such a number of worlds, it is not likely that God
would pay so much attention to this one world,
and set up such wonderful provisions for its bene-
fit asare announced-to us in the Christian revelation.

And is this the character of the infidel's God?
Is he so exhausted with his many cares that
he cannot attend to the wants of the crea-
tures he has made? Is he such a languid, pow-
erless being, that he has called worlds into exist-
ence which he has no time to take care of? I
the God whom the infidel professes to worship so
overwhelmed with business and perplexed with
cares, that he cannot be the guide and protector
of his frajl children ? ’

Such is not the God of the Christian. The
God we worship is not like feeble*man. He rules
over an empire, vast in extent, beyond the con-
ceptions of any finite mind. Infinity is filled
with rolling worlds over which his boundless
monarchy extends. And yet there is no minute-
ness which can escape his observant eye. Again,
to quote the language of Dr. Chalmers, “In a
word, ‘1 "am told by the telescope, that the Al-
mighty is now at work in regions more distant
than geometry has ever measured, and among
worlds more manifold than numbers have ever
reached. But by the microscope I am also told,
that with a mind to comprehend the whole in the
vast compass of its generality, he has also a mind
to concentrate a close and a separate attention on
each and all of its particulars; and that the same
God who sends forth an upholding influence
among the orbs and the movements of astronomy,
can fill the recesses of every single atom with the
intimacy of his presence, and travels in all the
greatness of his unimpaired attributes, npon every
spot and corner of the universe he has formed.
Does it not add much to the perfection of the be-
nevolence of God, that while it is expiating over
the vast field of created things, there is not one
portion of the field overlooked by it; that while
1t scatters blessings over the whkole of an infinite
range, it causes them to descend in a shower of
plenty on every separate habitation; that while
his arm is underneath and round about all worlds,
he enters within the precincts of every one of
them, and gives a care and » tenderness to each
individual of their teeming population ?”

What low and degraded views the infidel must
have of the character of God. The God he wor-
ghips is 2 powerless being, so distracted with care
that he cannot attend to his children’s wants.—A4b-
bott’s Magazine.

(To be continwed.).

8@ The following is from a letter of a corres-
pondent of the Newark Advertiser, written from
Florence, Italy.

“Verily Revolution is abroad in the earth!
The whole world almost seems now a boiling cal-

dron of human passions. And poor Italy! so far
from being out of the woods, seems ab this date to
be in the very thickest. The tangled schemes of
Napoleon, Cavour, Garibaldi, and Mazzini, threat-
en to entrap the very spirit of Liberty, while the
war-dogs, scenting the battle afar off, are strug-
gling to get loose from the leash of diplomacy.
The coming spring is looked forward to from the
four corners of the earth as the birth-time of great
events, with which the present is pregnant. But,
while Southern Italy is a prey to conspiracies of
every sort, Florence seems comparatively tran-
quil, and self.assured for the future. The Tus-
cans can even enter on the Carnival with appetite
for its pleasures, and have already enjoyed two of
a series of the grand democratic balls given by the
governor of the province, in the historic hall of the
palazzo vecchio; the last is to oceur on the 28th
inst. and will be a fancy ball. Few ofthe Americans
have taken heart and spirit enough to join these
fetes; or, to open their own houses for parties
among themselves. The chief excitement with
them is looking anxiously for, and receiving in
mutual sympathy the Amierican mails.

Guide-Boards Towards Heaven.

IN our last article we offered a few practical di-
rections to the seeker after Christ. Our aim was
to point out the entrance-gate to the way of life.
But when the seeker has become the joyful finder
—when he hag once fairly entered on the straight
and narrow path, does his meed of guidance
cease? Can he find his way alone to heaven?
No! More than ever he needs to say, Thou must
guide me by thy counsels, if afterwards thou
wouldst receive me to glory.

Let us run our eye along that heavenward
path, and observe some of the pilgrims within it,
and the guide-boards which the Lord of the way
has prepared for their direction and encourage-
ment. The first one that meets our eye is a tim-
id doubter. He is one of a numerous household ;
as John Bunyan would phrase it, he came out of
the land of Unbelief, and some of its black seil
still sticks to his gavments. He is the wan who
always sees ltons in the path; their roaring
frights him out of many a duty, and long ago
robbed him of anything like o firm, tranguil as-
surance of salvation. His lips never yet could
bring out the full round utterance, “I know
whom I have believed.” He crept in at the en-
trance-gate, shivering as if an ague was upon him.
His first prayer nearly took away his breath, and
he never would have got in atall but for the
motto over the gate, “ Knock, and it shall be
opened to you.” Publie profession was another
sore trial to him. He doubted his change of
heart; he doubted his ability to be any thing else
but a stumbling-block and a reproach to the
church of Ghrist. e never can be drafted into
any very severe or laborious serviee ; for heis “laid
up” a good part of the time, and when he sets out on
duty, walks with a sad imp in his ancles. Fornew
enterprises involving hard work and strong faith
he bas no stomach; he donbts “whether they are
needed,” or, if undertaken, ¢ whether they will
succeed.” While happier Christians ehant halle-
lujahs, he always sings bass; and has serious
fear; whether he will even join in the song of
Moses and the Lamb. The best feature of his-
gpiritual character is his tenderness of conscience.
He hates sin cordially. He is a true disciple, for
he fears God; he is not a buoyant, gladsome dis-
ciple, for he does not trust God at all times, and
“rejoice in the Lord always’”” 1 would like to
point this timid brother to three guide-boards
placed up on the roadside for the especial eneour-
agement of such Christians as himself.

“My grace is sufficient for thee” ¢“Be of
good courage, and he shall strengthen thy heart.”
“« Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy erown.” .

Now here is a single specimen of the divine
counsels which God has graciously affixed to the
good man’s pathway, to guide him to glory. The
king’s highway is lined with them. They shine
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on cvery hand. They look down from every turn
of the path; they gleam cut in dark places; they
llumine the valleys of the shadow of death. The
Christian never finds himself in a strait'or an
emergency but God has a “counsel” for him.
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes. Unto the upright there
ariseth light in darkness,

Are you perplexed, my brother, as to some
puzaling question of duty? Then look up to the
guide-board and you will vead, ¢ If any man lack
wisdom, let him ask of the Lord, who giveth lib-
erally”” ¢ Light is sown for the righteous, and
gladness for the upright in heart.”

Are you sifting by an open coffin, or beside a
new-made grave? Try to read through the fast
welling tears these precious words which an olden-
time saint traced om a stone by the wayside.
¢« Our light afliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more excceding and eternal
weight of glory.”” If you could read that blessed
line in the identical language in which Paul
wrote it, you would find that the words mean
—a glory exceeding all excess. Oh! what are
tears and groans and weary.days of peaury, and
lonely - nights of bereavement, to one who is
looking not at the things which are seen, but
to the things that are unseecn ! What is coarse
rairr;ent ta her for whom the white robe is wait-
ing?

But it is not only to the perplexed and the be-
reaved that God giveth his counsels. There are
guide-boards for every man. The restored back-
slider—still lame from his recent fall, and still
soiled with the mire on his white garment—read-
eth his solemn warning as he walks: “ Let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
Upen that same wayside another reads, ““Be ye
not conformed to the world ; whosoever will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God.” What
a pity the man had not looked at the guide-post
before he went a few nights since to the opera-
house, and from tlience to a wine-supper { Worst
of all, it was the night for his church prayer-
meeting ! ,

We cannot, in this brief article, point to one
hundvedth part of the divine counsels inscribed
along the road toward heaven. The church-
member reads, ¢ So walk as ye have Christ for an
example.”  The pastor reads, ¢ Keep thyseif
pure; shun not to declare the whole counsel;
make full proof of thy ministry.” The dear
mother reads, ¢ Bring up this child for me, and T
will give thee thy wages.” Even the lambs of
the flock can read with childish eyes, «“ Obey your
parents in the Tord, for this is right.” And all
along the narrow, uneven, perilous pathway the
greab Lord of the pilgrims has stretched onc sol-
emn, vivid admonition: What I say unto you, T
say unto all, watch.

With such blessed counsels doth our heavenly
Father guide us. He guides over monntain tracks
and through valleys of lowliness; guides us
where our own foresight is at fanlt, and cur own
wisdom is but folly. He guides us in safety to
the last, and then—what then? ¢ Afterwards
he receiveth us to glory.” Not yet. Afterwards.
The guidanee must be ended before the glory be-
gins, Remember that. We must not grow
homesick too soon. Atter a little more clamber-
ing of steep cliffs of duty, after a little more sced-
dropping of the truth, and waterings of the secd
with anxious tears, after the mission our Master
gave us has been wrought out, then cometh the
glory |

Good old David had but one short, all-compre-
hending word for this endless rapture e sums
it all in the single word “ glory.” It is a rain-
bow word, composed of seven distinet hues of
truth, all beautifully blended. A lght that flow-
eth out from the eternal Godhead—a knowledge
which reveals all the hidden mysteries taught us
by Jehovah himself—a purity which walks in
white among the seraphim—a peace that passeth
all understanding—a love born.of the Redemer’s
wounds on Calvary—a joy forever unsullied by a

i

single fear—a holiness as lustrous as that worn
by the Bride of the lamb. These are the
seven colors that blend into the one dazzling and
insupportable brightness! No earthly eye hath
yet seen it. No earthly ear hath heard its un-
ending swell of harmonies. No human heart
hath conceived it. The glory of God doth lighs-
en it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. Oh
Redeemer! guide me with thy counsels, if after-
wards thou canst receive me to such an exceeding
and eternal weight of gLORY I~ Cuyler.

Great Men are Fearful.

The following speech was delivered by the cel-
ebrated historian, Sir Archibald Alison, a short
time ago in Glasgow, on the occasion of swearing
in some volunteers:

%1 much fear that the horizon of Burope is
overcast, and that a severer contest than has ever
yet awaited us, yet awaits us in our own quarter
of the globe—a contest which will strain to the
uttermost the military and volunteer resources
of the country, This very day we saw in the pa-
pers that Russia and Austria have concluded an
alliance, offensive and defensive and that the
Russian ambassador has left Turin. There is
war beginning between the North and the South.
The war in the South is headed by Napoleon—
a man of great abilty, of great power, and who is
actuated by one principle, which he has told wus
himself, for early in his career he said:

«“¢] represeut a principle, and that is universal
suffrage ; I represent a dynasty, and that dynasty
is that of Napoleon; I represent a defeat, and
that defeat is Waterloo.”” He has got universal
suffrage; he would fain elevate the dynasty to
the power which it once held ; and be is anxious
to wash out the disgrace of Waterloo in the occu-
pation of London. Then there is what is now
going on in Europe. A gallant, brave and honest
man—a great general, and an honest republican
sails from Genoa, and overturns the monarchy of
Sicily and Naples. Garibaldi, who does the
whole thing, and fights the whole batties, the mo-
ment they are over, is dispossessed, apd Napoleon
through his vassal, the king of Sardinia, quietly
steps 1n and takes the whole of the country that
Graribaldi had won in a noble cause. He wll tell
Europe that he hag given so much to Sardinia,
that Sardinia is so powerful that he must get
something to counterbalance it, and that some-

thing will be the island of Sardinia and Genoa,|

which will at once give him the command of the
Mediterranean, and- the entire command of his
vassal Sardinia. T am afraid that a great war is
rising on the continent, a war between the
Northern and the Southern powers. You will see
on the one hand Austria, Russia and Prussia; on
the other side I'rance, Spain and Italy. I do not
kaow which will be victorious, but of this T am
perfectly sure, that we have equal cause to dread
the victory of the one as the other—that if the
French are victorious we will be at once exposed
to the dangerous policy of the first Napoleon ;
and if the Russians are victorious the whole of
Rurope will be flooded with cossacks. The only
way for this country to preserve its position Iis,
to assume such an attitude as to prevent the lib-
erties of Germany and Britain being crushed by
the democratic despotism of France or the Impe-
riai despotism of Russia. :

Love of Money.

¢“To purchase heaven has gold the power?

Can gold remove the mortal hour ?

In life can love be bought with gold?

Avre friendship’s pleasures to be sold?

No: all that’s worth a wish or thought,

Tair virtue gives unbribed, unbought.

Covetonsness is the mammoth sin of the age,

the leprosy of the church, the gangrene of the
soul. Tt eats out as doth a canker the life-hlood
of salvation! Farmers are covetous, merchants
are covetous, mechanies are covetous, lawyers and
doctors are covetous, editors and ministers are
covetous, church-members are covetous.—Covet-
ougness spreads far and wide, like an infectious

disease, the deadly Bohon! Tt leads to every
evil. Tt closes the door to hospitality, to deeds
of mercy, truth, benevolence and love. It grinds
the poor, traffics in the bodies and souls of men,
takes robbery for burnt offering. It leads to quib-
bling, to screwing and jewing, to frand and falge-
hood, to unjust usury. It takes advantage in
trade, in buying and selling. Tt robs holy time,
withholds from the missionary box, starves the
minister, starves the soul! -

Go to some of these rich, parsimonions, elose-
fisted church-members for a donation to some be-
nevolent object, a contribution to diffuse light and
life, to subseribe to some valuable book or period-
ical,—oh! what subterfuges are resorted to, what
an effort to loose the purse-strings; it’s like pull-
ing teeth, or cutting the heari-strings! They
part with their dimes as with their life’s blood!
They give like the miser, gruigingly, sparingly.
¢“Soul, thou hast many goods laid up for many
years, take thine ease.”’
this undue love of gain are awful!

¢ Gold banished honor from the mind!
And only left the name behind.

Gold sowed the world with every ill,
Gold taught the murderer’s sword to kill!

-

¢«’Twas gold instructed coward hearts
In treachery’s more pernicious arts:
Who ean recount the mischiefs o'er ?
Virtue resides on earth no more!”

The Holy Spirit is grieved, takes his flight.
The closet is neglected, secret prayer; faith is
shipwrecked ; family altars are broken down; re-
ligion becomes a form, a dead letter. Children
catch this mopey-loving spirit, become little mi-
sers, grow up impenitent, conscience-seared, hard-
er than the nether millstone! Thus the church,
instead of being the salt of the earth, a light-
house, a city set on a hill, soul-saving, it is an in-
fidel manufactory, a false light, a stench, a his-
sing, “a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil
doers;” the salt has lost its savor; the light that
is in her is darkness, and O how great the dark-
ness! “Thus iniquity abounds and the love of
many waxes cold.”  “ O man of God, flee these
things; and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.” ¢ Let
not covetousness be once named among you as be-
cometh saints.”

“Why should we lay up treasures here below,

Where moth and rust corrupt? Why fix our heart

On that from which so guickly we must part ?

Why on an ocean where such tempests blow,
Lmbark so rich a freight? Why *midst the snow

Of so unkind a winter, plant a flower

So fragrant yet so frail? Why build hope’s tower
Where lightning’s flash and whelming torrents flow ?

But, if our highest energies are bent
In God and heaven a portion to insure,

'Midst every change our wealth will be secure;

When the destroying angels forth are sent,

When melts away the starry firmament,

Qur bliss unharmed, shall, ¢’en like God endure.”
[ Golden Bule.

The Pilgrim Communing with Himself.

¢ Qur light afiictions.”—-Cor. iv. 17,
(=3

ProrLE are apt to complain of their trials and ex-

aggerate them. St. Paul was a singular man in
this respect. He talks about our light afflictions.
He is right.  Our afflictions are light—IJight com-
pared with our sins, for no one ever treated us
worse than we have treated our Heavenly Fa-
ther.
others. Light, because they are but for a moment,
and then “ there shall be no more pain.” Light,
compared with the pain of Jesus, who says, ¢ Gan-
not ye watch with me one hour?” Light, be-
cause they ave useful.  Poverty givesrise to faith,
illness to resignation, injury to forgiveness; thus,
sorrows are commuted into pearls, and enemies
leave jewels in the way, which we may lay up
with our treasures im hecaven. Light, because
they are wisely sent. They are selected as to
number, kind, and quality. The Captain of our
salvation understands every ease, and knows what
drilling is necessary to make a good soldier
Light, if we love and approach the hand that of

-

The consequences of

Light, compared with the sufferings of

*]
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fliets. I must try then to derive improvement
from my tribulations, rather than to complain of
them. I must have a smile for every pain; a cor-
dial blessing for every one that annoys me; and
never more resist the good angels of affliction,
which, though never welcome, are ever coming
out of the unseen, laden with their weight of glo-
ry.— Presbyterian.

@hie Rebvicin 08 Bevalh,

“Sanctify them through thy TRurH; thy word is truth.”
BATTLE CREEK, MICH, THIRD-DAY, MARCH 12, 1861.

SAPPERS AND MINERS.

TuERE 18 no mode of warfare which the powers of
earth have fonnd efficient in extending their congnests
and accomplishing their pnrposes, of which the arch-
enemy of all righteonsness does not avail himself in
warring against the canse of Christ, and its faithfn}
adherents. No literal army is considered complete
withont a class of operators known as its sappers and
miners. Their office is to approach by secret trenches
and under gronnd excavations the fortifications and
breast-works of the enemy, and either sink them by
destroying their foundations, or blow them up by lay-
ing mines of powder beneath them. In the nnmerical
strength of his forces, and the number and ingennity
of his devices, the great warrior against the King of
Heaven and all his subjects, ig not to be outdone by
the wisdom of man. e, too, has what may be called
his sappers and miners, whe are incessant in pnshing
their fatal approaches to the heart of man, Loving,
according to his natnre, darkness rather than lght,
the great ruler of the kiugdom of darkness oftner urg-
es his aggressions by secret appreach than by bold
and open attack. A few thonghts upen kis sappers
and miners, the signs of their presence, and of the
progress of their operations, may help ns to watch
against their approach and defeat the accomplishment
of their pnrposes.

Look at that professed believer in the truth. The
truth really believed will certainly show itself. A
deep and inwrought conviection will work itself out
and lead a person to act in harmony with his views.
You can tell a live man from a frigid statne at the first
glance. Bnt how is it with that believer ? He seems
to falter. He does nothing boldly and bravely. All
his movements are languid. The apostle tells ns to
run the race set before ns; buthe, at most, reaches on-
ly a walk. We are told to fight manfully; but there
are only a few feeble blows struck by him. A mist of
uncertainty seems to be enveloping his mind; and he,
pehiaps, makes a downright snrrender of seme of the
outposts of his belief. What is the matier with that
man? Those who walk in the light know that some-
thing is wrong. They see, beyond mistake, that the
old sapper, Unbelief, is pushing his advances to the
very citadel of truth in that man’s heart; and nnless
his operations are arrested, his whole theory will soon
crnmble into ruins, .

We all find an inveterate foe in this insidions miner.
He watches each moment of carelessness in ns; and
ere we are aware, we find him sapping onr confidence
in the truth and the work of God. It i the sin that
easily besets. We munst arrest his progress by connt-
ermining; pnsh out in vigorons investigations into
the word of God, into carefnl examination, and re-ex-
amination of the truthfulness of onr position. We
ghall thns re-assure onr confidence, discover the secret
approaches of the enemy, and compel him teo an igno-
minions retreat.

But there are those in the fold of Christ whe exhibit
other gymptoms. The mark of the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesns is the object to which
the believer is to look, and to which he is ever to press
forward. DBnt there are some who do not seem inclin-
ed to look steadily toward the prize. Other objects
appear to be attracting their attention. The tinsel
and glitter of the world, and the voice of praise from
their fellowmen, seem to take their eyes and ears qnick-
er than the crown of life and the orders of the great
Captain of our salvation. The society and communion
of saints they do not find pecnliarly attracting, and do
&not especially seek. They find agreeable companions

138 the world around them; and the prayer-meeting,
that aconrate thermometer of christian zeal, begins
to be neglected. Is it not apparent what kind of an
attack the enemy is making on snch? Do we not see
that the spirit of the world is nndermining théir relig-
ion?

We have this consideration to encourage ns in all these
matters : these enemies of our spiritnal life cannot ap-
proach withont giving evidence of their operation; and
seeing this, we are without excnse if we do net set
onrselves vigorously at work to arrest their progress.

But there is another old sapper and miner scarred
and callong«in the enemy’s service. Whenever he
succeeds in springing a mine npon ns, he makes wild
and fatal work. Let ns therefore note some of the evi-
dences he gives of his operations. Union is the
strength of the chnrch. There is no point on which
the enemy is more delighted with victory than en this.
The individnal attacked begins to lose confidence in
his brethren. He begins to look with digtrust and
gnspicion npen them. Their snpposed wrongs and
failings are brooded over and magnified in secret,
rather than made known te them, and an explanatien
in love and meekness reqnested. The nuity of the
Spirit and the bonds of peace are relaxed, Prejudice
has full sway. The vision is perverted, and everything
is distorted. The name of the old miner at work here
ig Jealonsy. If suffered to perfect his operations, he
springs, at some favorable opportunity, his destructive
mine; and in the explosion that follows, all the bonds
of christian nnion and love are severed, and the indi-
vidnal is torn vielently from the church of Christ.

Such are some of the forces which the enemy keeps
bnsily at work against ns., There are many others
which we need not particnlarly mention. Pride, the
fear of man, the love of ease, the dread of the cross,
and any natnral besetment which we may unfortunate-
ly posses, all act well their part. Their secret trench-
es are being continnally pushed against ns. Their
mines are often unexpectedly sprung beneath ns. How
often have we erected in our citadel some ghining tow-
er of good resolntions, and stationed ourselves in seem-
ing security behind seme firm determination; and how of-
ten has some sapper and miner of the enemy snddenly
sprung & mine beneath them, and strown the ground
with their fragments. Thns are we robbed of our
strength, if not overcome. We shonld learn wisdom
from experience, and with redonbled energy strive to
reach that position in which the aggressions and the
victories shall all be onrs,

BLINDNESS HAPPENED TO THE
GENTILES.

It is & matter of astonishment to the world that the
Jews were so blind to the fulfillment of prophecy as
not to know the day of their visitation. It is equally
astonighing that the Protestant world at the present
day are so blind in regard to the gigns of the times. T
notice in a late No. of the Northern Independent an
article predicting the speedy termination of the system
of Romanism, so far as ¢ its powers for evil” are con-
cerned. This jndgment iz founded on the late and im-
pending revolntions in Enrope. To this end it be-
speaks the sympathies and prayers of christians inbe-
half of Garibaldi, the king of Sardinia, &e¢. Immedi-
diately preceding the article above referred to, is the
following from the Christian Guardian :

¢ Church of England.——The Pantheistic element ap-
pears very strong in the Episcopal Church in England.
The Buddhism of the East, monlded into & more mod-
ernized type, has gained gronnd among many of the
clergy, one of whom calls that ancient system Panthe-
ism— ¢ The gospel preached to the farther Asia half a
thonsand years before the gospel of Jesus was pro-
claimed in the nearer East.,” These false teachers and
‘beneficed betrayers’ seem to have allied themselves
with christianity as opponents in throwing every pos-
sible denbt on the resnrrection of the Savionr, and the
existence of a God who is not diffused thronghont and
identified with nature, but is its Creator and Ruler,
Sad that University essays, and College lectures, and
pulpit homilies, shonld carry with them snch perni-
cious poison as this infidel system distils. Tractarian-
ism also, in other quarters in the Church, ig increas-
ingly bold. A list of the names of 151 clergymen has
been affixed to & docnment recognizing transubstantia-

tion and the mass. Alag! for the chnrch, in which
these two egregiong errors prevail I”

If the temporal power of the Pope is c¢nrtailed the
system of Romanism has no  power for evil” thengh
half the Protestant world is degenerating into Catholi-
cism! Snch is the judgment of Protestants even in
America. The outward demonstration is the whole
basis of jndgment. Bnt in this they are congistent, for
they judge of the rise or decline of Protestantism in
the same manner. If the meeting-honse is large and
gaudy, and the church roll large, they call the church
prosperons, thongh the spirit of the gospel has died
out and the spirit of the world taken its place. And
thns they ge on, pnblishing to the world the evidences
of their degenerate, fallen state, and blame us for see-

ing it! J. H.W.

REPORT FROI™ BRO. BATES.

DEar Bro. Suitn: I commenced a series of meetings
in Orange, Ionia Co., Mich., Wednesday, Jan. 30,
which continned every evening, Sabbath and first-day
for three weeks, with good attendance. Some of the
time the weather was so severe it was donbtfnl whether
any wonld feel interested enough to attend the meeting.
In this we were happily disappointed.

Last snmmer Bro. E. M. Davis, of Tonia, who a few
months before embraced the Sabbath in Orleans, inter-
ested his relative, Bro, Williams, of Orange, to exam-
ine our position, and furnished him with books. Bro.
Williams and companion became convinced of the Sab-
bath troth, and lent the books to their neighbor Howe,
who also with his companion became convinced and
settled in keeping the Sabbath. Abont this time Bro.
Edgar was invited to preach in the distriet, and gave
three lectures. Hence the interest and ecall to hear
forther on the subject of the three angels’ messages of
Rev. xiv.

Some of the brethren from Ionia and Portland met
with these two families twice. These were all the
meetings held in the district!for a long time. Some
came geveral miles to hear. The brethren from Ionia
and Portland, and some from North Plains, met with
ng on Sabbaths and first-days, and helped to make the
meetings interesting, and were much revived and
strengthened. At the commencement of onr meetings
Bro. Howe’s eldest danghter was deeply convicted. In
answer to prayer the Lord’s promise was verified, and
she beeame a happy convert.

Bnt few professors, except two or three ministers,
came to hear. At the close of one of onr meetings a
Baptist professor from another neighborhood said it
was evident from my preaching about the nnconscious
gtate of the dead, that I was an infidel. One of the
principal men in the district, who had opposed onr op-
position and acknowledged that he was a wicked man,
replied to the Baptist, saying, < I gness the old man is
about right.”” Finding himself alone on the opposite
side he walked away.

On first-day, 17th inst., & hole was cut in the ice in
a running stream, and seven weve bnried with Christ
by baptism inte death. Some others held back to see
their way more clearly. This was the most solemn
baptizing, which I had witnessed for a long time. I
knew that it was good to be there. A solemn sense of
God’s presence rested npon the church and people. One
aged spectator said, ¢ I never witnessed snch a scene
a8 I have to-day since I came to Michigan.” He could
not attend any of our meetings, but seemed immovably
fixed and settled on keeping the first day of the week
for the Christian Sabbath. As T called to pray with
him once more before I left, the Sabbath qnestion came
up, when he said, ¢ Well, I mean to keep both Sabbath
and Sunday teo.” After the baptizing, we held three
more interesting meetings. At our last one a request
was made for all to rise on their feet who believed that
the seventh day was the Sabbath of the Lord. More
than half the congregation arese. After meeting I saw
a man passing out by me, whom I had noticed atten-
tively listening about every meeting. I said, “ Yon
are a stranger to me, but I have noticed your constant
attendance here; what are yon going to do with these
troths?”  He replied, in a decided manner, “I am go-
ing to keep the Sabbath.”

There are now fifteen that profess to keep the Sab-
bath in Orange, and we expect others will join with
them in their Sabbath mcetings and Sabbath-school.
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A number furnished themselves with books, and some
with the papers.

Previous to our meetings in Orange I preached two
evenings in Caledonia. I was also with the church
and people at Wright the last Sabbath and first-day of
January. 1 spoke to them four times. The Leord is
strengthening them to take higher ground and claim
his promises. Help, Liord, is my prayer. I refurned
from Orange to Caledonia the 20th inst., andfound the
church in a tried state, some of them laboring for free-
dom and vietory. While here I was summoned home,
as all my family weve sick. I left the 23d inst., after
the Sabbath., Thank the Lord, my family are gaining
and much better. Brethren all well in Monterey.

JoskrH BaTus.

Monterey, Mich.

WE HAVE NOT FOLLOWED CUNNINGLY
DEVISED FABLES.

It is true that a multitude of men and women, with
their children, are deceived, and their ministers are
whispering, peace! peace! and nothing would disturb
them more than to tell them the Lord is coming, and
undertake to show them the evidence. It is by no
means pleasant to be persuaded that the churches pro-
fessing to put on Christ have fallen to a level with the
fashionable world, and that the only testimony God
has to her is, * Come out of her my people that ye be
not partakers of her sing, and that ye receive not of
her plagues, for her sins have reached unto heaven.”
It is true we have fallen upon perilous times. There
is almest an overwhelming combined current setting
against the heart of true religion, and nothing short of
a corresponding effort on the other hand will overcome
and gain the victory. This deplorable state in the re-
ligious world is the foundation of the perils the apostle
gpeaks of. To take a view on the bright side of the
fallen position occeupied by the church, is to see how
ingpiration has described her state as belonging to the
last days.

True christians will rejoice at the presentation of
evidence that our Lord is coming to set up his glorious
kingdom, and put an end to sin with all iis train of
evils. Jesus himself told what the evil servant would
say to those who would give meat in due season, viz.,
My Lord delayeth his coming. Now the proofis inthe
language 1tself, that those who use this language are
professors of religion. They use the familiar term,
« My Lord,” &c. But they eat and drink with the
drunken, and before the Lord comes their portion is
appointed with hypoerites and unbelievers. May God
save the remnant, H. 8. GUrxEY.

Jackson, Mich.

e T— e
PEACHE.

« My peace I leave with you, my peace L give unto
you.”” Such is the dying legacy of our blessed Lord to
his sorrowing Qisciples, and not to them only, but un-
to all that should believe on him through their word.
In the heart of the humble, trusting child of God, this
peace flows like a river, He cannot explain it; for it
passeth all understanding. It is joy unspeakable and
full of glory.

0, says one, that I could find this peace. Often I
find my mind is like the troubled sea that cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. Well, my dear
friend, I know that God declares there is no peace to
the wicked; but does he not call on you to acquaint
yourself with him and be at peace? The apostle Paul
makes it ciear how we may become acquainted and he
reconciled to God. ¢ Being justified by faith we have
peace with CGtod through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Come
then to Jesus without delay. Come, for all things are
now ready. Many have come and tasted that the Lord
is gracious, and still there’s room. Now ig the ac-
cepted time. Jesus is still waiting to be gracious, and
bestow that peace that the world can neither give nor
take away. How will you escape if you neglect so
great salvation?

A revival has just closed in this village among the
Presbyterians. They claim a number of conversions.
1 ¢an have no confidence in this work as being of God,
and these are some of my reasons. The people of this
community have had the plain truth proclaimed faith-
fully, and have rejected the commandments of God as

a whole, and still adhere to the traditions of men. In
vain, says Jesus, Qo ye worship me teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men. I think they and
their work are correctly described by the prophet Ho-
gea. Chap. v, 6, 7. They shall go with their flocks
and herds to seek the Lord, but they shall not find
him ; he hath withdrawn himself from them. They have
dealt treacherously against the Loxrd, for they have be-
gotten sirange children. A ‘month shall devour them
with their portions. To the law and to the testimony,
if they speak not according to this word it is because
there is no light in them. They are crying, Peace,
peace, when sudden destruction is at hand. No com-
ing of the Loxd in their testimony. They ignore the
testimony of Jesus, which is the spirit of prophecy.
Rev. xix, 10.

Dear brethren, while this spurious work is going on,
let us see to it that we are coming up to the help of the

Lord against the mighty. Honest souls are doubtless |

watching us closely. God forbid that any should stum-
ble over us and lose eternal life. Let us preach by
an upright walk and a meek and quiet spirit. Inshort,
bring forth much fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, peace,
&e. Tn this way, by making use of the means that
God has placed within our reach, we shall with his
blessing win honest souls to the peaceful fold of Christ.

Look where you will among the nations of the earth,
and all is commotion. Europe is one vast camap. Men’s
hearts are failing them for fear. Civil war is threat-
ened in our midst. But, dear brethren, we need not
fear. God is our réfuge, and a very present help in
time of trouble. We know that beyond this scene there
is rest. Jesus soon is coming. We will not fear though
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea. Awid and above all
this we can hear the sweet voice of the Saviour, Fear
not, little flock; itis your Father’s good pleasure togive
you the kingdom. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye
look for such things, be diligent, that ye may be found
of him in peace, without spot and blameless. 2 Pet.
iii, 14. Soon we shall sing,

¢ Qur trials past, our joys complete,
Safe in our Father’s home.”
Geo. WricHT.
Lapeer, Mich.

NOTHEHS ON SCRIPTURE.

THE BOOX OF PSALMS.,

As 8 collection of prayer and praise this book is
without a parallel, The finest compositions of men are
far inferior to it. The psalms of David have been re-
duced to metre in order to be sung, but every such at-
tempt only spoils their beauty. Josephus says they
were written tri-metre, and hexa-metre, and it is cer-
tain they were written in o form to besung. 1 Chron.
xvi, 7; xxv, 6. The titles of many of the psalms show
that they were written expressly to be sung. Verses
can be found which can be sung in metres now in use,
Ps. xix, 14, is an example in short metre, thus,

Let the words of my mouth,
And the meditation
Of my heart, be acceptable
In thy sight, Lord, my strength.

The first seventy-two psalms were written by David.
He says [Ps. Ixxii, 207, «The prayers of Davidtheson
of Jesse are ended.” The titles of the remaining sev-
enty-eight show that they were written by various in-
dividuals, among whom is Moses [Ps. xe], title, and
also many {rom David. The psalms are not compiled
in the order in which they were composed, Compare
Ps. lix, title, with 1 Sam. xix, 11; and Ps. iii, title,
with 2 Sam. xv, 18-16. The third psalm was written
when David fled from Absalom. The eighteenth may
be found in the twenty-second chap. of 2 Sam., but
there is some difference in the language. The fifty.
first is David’s confession of his double murder and
adultery. The seventy-eighth is a brief outline of the
history of Israel from the time they left Egypt down
to the time of David. The ninety-first points to the
time of the plagues. The ninety-second is a psalm for
the Sabbath-day. (This is the only place the Sabbath
is mentioned in the book.) The ninety-sixth may be
found in 1 Chron. xvi, 23-83. The hundred and sec-
ond is expressly for the afflicted, The hundred and
fifth [verses 1-15] may be found in 1 Chron. xvi, 8-
22. The hundred and nineteenth is a beautiful eulogy

on the commandments and word of God. It is divided
into twenty-two sections, each section containing eight
verses. The sections are headed by the letters of the
Hebrew alphabet in their regular order. Every verse,
with twe or three exceptions, contains some allusion
t0 the cormmandments and word of God. The follow-
ing is a list of the terms, and the number of times each
one oceurs. Law, twenty-five; testimonies, twenty-two;
ways, twice; precepts, twenty-one; statutes, twenty-
two; commandments, iwenty-one; judgments, eighi-
een; word, thirty-seven; way, once; righteousness,
once ; words, four; judgment, three; testimony, once;
faithfulness, once; ordinances, once; commandment,
once. The hundred and thirty-seventh is a prophecy
of the Babylonish captivity. The three last psalms are
8 continued outburst of praise; and so ends this won-
derful book.

MAN’S MEAT.

In the beginning God gave to man the seed of every
herb, and the fruit of every tree for food. Gen. i, 29.
It was not the original design that man should subsist
on flesh, and death would never have been known in
the earth if man had not sinned. Death came by sin.
Rom, v, 12,  After the flood the Lord permitted man
to eat flesh—there was no restriction, he could eat any
kind he chose. But when God chose the nation of Is-
rael for his own people he commanded them not to eat
certain kinds, Lev. xi. When the Lord rejected the
nation of Israel from being his people, men were placed
on precisely the same footing in this respect they were
before ; for the law of Moses (of which the prohibition
not to eat certain animals was a part) was done awsay.
The only restrictions relative to eating flesh in this dis-
pensation are found in Acts xv. A council of 111e
church sanctioned by the Holy Ghost declares that it
is necessary to abstain from meats offered to idols, and
from blood, and from things strangled. Verses 28, 29.
They were not permitted to eat blood in the first place.
Gen. ix, 4.

In the beginring every kind of fruit was good to eat,
but now some kinds are poisonous. This is the effect
of sin.

BEASTS' MEAT.

Great men have wearied themselves in speculating
upon the state of the animal creation before the fall,
and some have asserted that some species were always
carnivorous. But the Bible sefties this question be-
yond all controversy. It expressly declares what was
to be the food of man and beast. ‘¢ And toevery beast
of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is
life, I have given every green herb for meat.” Gen.
i, 80. 1If some species of animals had been earpivor-
ous, and subsisted on others from their creation, there .
would be some intimation of it, but the explicitness of
the language forbids such an idea. Read it again. To
every beast, and every fowl, and everything that creepeth
upon the earth, I have giver every green herb for meat,
and it was so. This shows that God designed that an-
imals should eat grass and other herbs, but after man
sinned, enmity sprung up between lifferent races and
they gradually became carnivorous. It was peace and
happiness throunghout the animated creation till man
sinned ; and how great was the effect of that sin. But
the blessedness of the first dominion will be restored,
praise the Lord. Micah iv, 8; Isa. Ixv, 25,

D. Hizprern.

A FEW WORDS TO THE YOUNG.

I mAvE been thinking of the state of the young among
us who profess to believe the third angel’s message,
and to be getting ready for the Lord’s coming. How
few among us who are living out the principles of the
gospel; the principles of our < holy religion!” There
seems to be a great lack of conseeration. I see but
little difference between them and thoese who do not
profess the truth. Indeed, the similarity is sueh, that
I have heard the remark from the wicked, that they
did not wish any better company than such and such
a Sabbath-keeper. Of what honor is that individual
to the cauge of God ? Did the youngrealize the weight
of responsibility that rests upon them-—what God re-
quires of those in the morning of life, while the press-

i
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ing cares of those who are older are unknown to them,
they wonld be whole-hearted in the canse they profess
to love. While some are loitering about with their
former associates in the sireets or stores, or spending
their time, which is only lent them, in reading forbid-
den works; others are busily employed with nseless
embroidery and trimmings on their clothes, and for
what? Ob, to look like the world aronnd them. It
reminds one of the Israelites that left Egypt, bnt still
longed for the “‘leeks and onions” they had left be-
hind. Is it true that we have left the world and still
wish to carry it all along with us? Where is onr dy-
ing to the world, onr coming out and being separate ?
How long will ye stand in the way of sinners? How
long live at the halves, while the judgments of God are
jnst before ns, and his wrath to be poured upon the
heads of the ungodly. O let ns be zealous and repent
of all our wrongs and get into the work of God, make
straight paths for our feet, that the lame be not tnrned
out of the way, and we find an abundant entrance into
the kingdom so dearly purchased for us.
Yours trying to overcome, A. 6.

>

THE BETTER COUNTRY.

NownEkrE on the earth do we find the presence of all
good things without any evil things, nor of all evil
without any gool: and this we ave ready enongh to
admit of our own country when we call it better than
all we have named. It contents ns, if at all, only on
comparison with other parts of the same world,

Now all .such comparisons onght to lift every
thoughtful mind to higher and morve satisfactory con-
templations. It wonld be well for us, as a growing
h#bit,—and the wonder is, we are not irresistibly
tempted, if only for onr relief,—to overleap all these
limits, and think and speak often, not of this or that
eligible region on the earth, but of ¢‘a better country,
that is, an heavenly.”

The word country, in this familiar scripture, is bor-
rowed, as being nndevstood, from a foregoing nse
where the Greek properly signifies fatherland, native
country, or home. 'The writer says that the patriarchs
whom he commemorates, in leaving their own land,
and seeking that which God had promised, in faith, as
“strangers and pilgrims on the earth,” sought indeed
a fatherland or home, but a better than that which
they had known; and then, to show that this was not
the land of Canaan, the literal subjeet of the divine
promise to Abraham, he adds, ¢ That is, an heavenly.”
By so much, therefore, it was better, more desirable
than any country on the earth.

The deseription is universally understood of the fu-
ture condition of God’s children. It is their finalabode,
after the resurrection, upon Christ’s second coming,
the ‘“ place” which he told his disciples he went “‘to
prepave” for them, and which evidently they were to
enjoy when he should ¢come again and receive them
to himself;”” for the sacred writer seems to have in
view a condition to which not only the living apostles,
but the deceased patriarchs also, still look forward,
" those ancient worthies, as he afterwards says, having
‘received not the promise,” or all that was promised,
¢ God having provided some hetter thing for us, that
they withont us should not be made perfect.” And
further, if we adopt the view always extensively held,
which Dr. Chalmers among others has eloquently set
forth, that this eartli, purified and renovated, will be
made the abode of his people, we understand by the
better country, the * new earth’ of which other serip-
tures tell us, and which, thus transformed in its condi-
tion and use, Wiil become heavenly. Under any inter-
pretation, the phrase denotes the fnture home, or what
an ancient writer calls ¢ the blessed fatherland of the
jnst.”

And what thems is better fitted to cheer belicving
hearts amidst private anxieties and ills, or public ag-
itations and calamities, even in ¢ perilons times ¢
Let ns be at home in snch thoughts.—8el,

BrevITY.—A writer in the Christian Secretary thinks
that much might be gained, if speakers in prayer and
conference meetings would ¢ observe the miller’s creed
—to always shut the gate when the grist is ont.”

THE CHILDREN.
Wezr for the living, not for the dead,
Sweetly they sleep in their lowly bed,
Taken away from the evil to come;
And Jesus will gather the ohildren home.

Those who remain tread a thorny way,
Bearing the bnrden and heat of the day,
Trials withont and temptations within,
Well if they keep from pollution and sin.

But should they leave the straight path as they go,
Take the broad way to perdition and woe,

Well had they found them a peacefnl bed,

Quietly 1aid with the early dead.

Weep for the living, not for the dead ;

Sweetly they sleep in their lowly bed,

Taken away from the evil to come,

And Jesus will gather the children home.

He will be faithfnl, whose word is given,

Of snch little ones is the kingdom of heaven.

L. C. HurcHins,

Pier Cove, Mich.

LETTERS.
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From Bro. Hutching,

"Dear Bro. Surre: Ihave just read Testimony for
the Church, No. 6, and I hope not altogether withont
profit. I have asked, Shall the Lord speak and not be
heard and obeyed? Shall snchreproofs, warnings and
admonitions, pass unheeded? Does the Lord stretch
out hig hand to save poor, feeble, erring man, and we
regnrd it not?  God forbid. May it be said of noneof
us, ““They would none of my connsel; they despised
a1l my reproofs.”’

God’s word abounds with warnings and instrnctions
for these perilons times. It holds out life, eternal life
to the overcomer; but death to the unbelieving and
disobedient. How inconceivably great the contrast!
“1 know thy works,” says the faithful and trne Wit-
ness. He stands at the door and knocks. His counsel
is affectionate, but alarming and final !

0, wake and open wide the door,
Bid thy Beloved wait no more.”

Admonition after admonition has also been given us
throngh the gifts, bnt how have they been slighted and
neglected! How have the hearts of some of God’s dear
servants, upon whom heavy burdens have long rested,
been wonnded and their spirits crushed in consequence
of this!

O that that the remnant chnreh might arise to the
position that it is onr dnty and privilege to ocenpy.
O that we might all possess more of the Holy Spirit,
and have more fellowship and love one for another.

¢ Union is strength,” is an old and truthfnl adage.
Love cements onr hearts together. It unites our faith
and action in the service of God. A lack of this prin-
ciple scatters and divides the flock, and leaves ns weak,
and hence an easy prey to the enemy.

My heart beats with sympathy for Bro. and sister
‘White. I feel deeply for them in their afllictions and
trials, I am glad that every sorrow and grief of their
afilicted hearts is known unto the Lord. I am glad he
knows each groan and sigh. ¢ For the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open to
their prayers: bnt the face of the Lord is against them
that do evil.” 1 Pet. i, 12.

To Bro. and sister White, I would say, May .the
Lord help yon still to cheerfnlly partake of the suffer-
ings of Christ, that, when his glory shall be revealed,
you may be glad also with exceeding joy.

Yonr brother, in hope of eternal life,

A. 8. HorcHins,

From Bro, Peabody.

Bro. Smrta: This day I am three-score and ten
years old. I think I can say something as Jacob said
to Pharaoh when Josepl bronght him in and set him be-
fore Pharaoh. Jacob blessed Pharaoh; and Pharaoh
said unto Jacob, How old art thou? And Jacob said
nnto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage
are an hnndred and forty years. Few and evil have
the years of my life been. Gen. xlivii, 7-9.

It is nearly forty-two years since I embraced the
Christian religion, and nearly eight years since I em-
braced the third angel’s message. I think this has been
the best part of my life. I have strong faith, leoking

forthe coming of the Lord. I live alome in this village
as to keeping the Sabbath. There are none nearer than
Rochester. I sometimes go about thirty miles to meet-
ing. This is my great enjoyment. 1 often think how
happy we shall be when we all get into the kingdom.
Yonrs of like faith. Wy, PraBODY,
Scottsville, N. Y.

— e —
From Bro, Davis,

Bro. Smira: I have often thought I would like to
write and let yon know what the Lord has done for us,
although unworthy of the least blessing from him,
When I look back and view my past life, I see that it
is by the grace of Gtod that I am what I am. Tt has
been & little over a year since we commenced to try
to keep all God’s commandments and the faith of Je-
sus. The Bible that once I looked npon asa mere his-
tory, and very imperfect at that, has now become my
delight; and I can truly say that I delight to meditate
on the law of God. [ thank the Lord that my lot has
been cast among Sabbath-kecpers, and that the Lord
gave me a willing heart to receive the trnth. Ibelieve
the third angel’s message is bringing ont a people to
serve the Lord, and I want to be found among that
number that will keep the whole law.

It cheers my heart to vead the letters that come to
us through the Review from week to week. Time is
short, and if we ave faithful we shall soon see the One
we long for, It is only a short time that we have to
suffer, and then we shall have eternal life, and be per-
mitted to see each other face to face. I mean by God’s
assisting grace to be an overcomer and stand with the
remnant on monnt Zion.

Yours striving for the kingdom

W. B. Davis.
Brodhead, Wis.

— e—
Fyom Bro. Canvight,

Bro. Smiri: Although a stranger to you and the
little flock that is waiting for the coming of the Lord,
yet I wish to cast in my testimony on the Lord’s side,
and to say that I also am walting with those of the
same precious faith. It is only abont three months
sinee I gommenced keeping the Sabbath; and I feel to
thank the Lord that I was ever willing to believe in the
present trnth, and try to keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesns. I meet with scorn and
ridicule on every side, yet I feel to look np and ask
my Father to forgive them, for they know not what
they know. My wife and myself are the only Sabbath-
keepers in this place; and if the Review did not come
to us on its errand of mercy and love, we should be
lonely indeed. But when we read the letters from the
brethren and sisters we feel to take new courage to go
on till we shall be permitted to enjoy the blessings of
eternal life in the new earth, The time, according to
prophecy, cannot be far distant. I wonld be glad if
some of the brethren conld come and present the truth
in this place, and wake up the people to asense of their
dnty that they might escape the vengeance that is com-
ing on the earth. May the Lord help all that believe
in the third angel’s message to be firm in the truth.
Soon Christ will come and deliver ns from this sinful
world, and take ns to dwell with him forevermore.

Yours in hope of the saints’ inheritance.

T. V. CanricaT,
Coldwater, Mich.

From Bro. Hall.

Bro. Smrrm: It is with increasing pleasure that I
look over the epistles of the lonely ones, many of them
scattered over the conntry, isolated from the society of
those with whom they would be glad to meet. Snch
is my position. Abont two years ago I embraced the
Sabbath, having previons to that time had doubts in
my mind abont the day. I did not know but the day
had been lost, and had not examined the subject; but
Inow find evidence of its correctness. 1. Itiscalled the
seventh day, or Sabbach, by the Bible published by the
American Bible Society. 2. Religious denominations
of the present day admit it, taking the fitst day for
Sabbath, and averring that it has been changed ;
whieh, I think, they have fairly failed to show. 3.
Chronologers all agree on it, and consequently do not
dispnte it. 4. The Jews still hold to it.

1 was & Baptist, and first-day keeper for Sabbath
until I fell in company with a brother and sister, from
Bristol, Vt., who explained to me the duty of profess-
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ors of the religion taught in the Bible. When I exam-
ined the subject I found I had but one thing to do in the
premises, and that was to take the commandments of
God as the rule of practice, or the commandments of
men; and still I have brethren and sisters who say
they are sorry to see'me desecrating God’s holy day.
T offsr them my reasons for change, and leave them to
their choice. A. HarL,
Athol, Warren Co., N. Y.

Fiom Sister Mervy.

Bro. Smiri: With a heéart full of gratitude to my
heavenly Father, I sit down to pen a few lines by way
of acknowledgement of my past error with respect to
sister White's views. While reading Vol. ii, of Spirit-
ual Gifts, T almost became convinced that the Lord was
in that work, but niot being fully convinced, I waited
the time of a conference then approaching, with a hope
of hearing something gaid on the subject. Well, T was
not disappointed. Bre. Bostwick spoke on that sub-
jeot, followed by Brn. Morse and Lashier. The first
time I heard a discourse on the subject I could resist
no longer.

1 feel grateful to the Lord for his long sparing mercy
toward me. T feel to ask forgiveness of the Lord and
all his dear children for any trials I have caused them
by my stubbornness. T have tried some dear friends on
this subject, I know. Brn. Morse and Bostwick I
would here mention as two that always heard me with
patience, for which I feel grateful. I would here men-
tion that since I embraced the present truth, I never
fought against God willingly. T did it ignorantly. I
feel, and hdve ever felt, willing to be found among the
few poor, despised followers of my Master. I desire
an interest in the prayers of all the dear saints. I
should have written before now, but sickness in my
family prevented.

Yours striving for eternal life through Christ.
Jane MERRY,

St. Charles, Winona Co., Minn.

From Bro. Daniels.

Bro. Ssrra: Bro, MeCormic and myself have just
been down to Trempeleau Valley, and held four meet-
ings, but under somewhat discouraging circumstances.
There was 2 Methodist quarterly meeting within two

.miles, and there had been a protracted meeting, and
another one to commence on Monday evening in the
school-house where we were. But I think there was
some good done. Many wanted me to come back and
preach to them again. Three or four acknowledge the
truth as far as they have heard, and will send for the
Review as soon ag they can spare the money. Bro.
Hillebert has acknowledged the whole truth, and has
sent for the paper. I think he will obey it. May the
Lord help him to do so.

Yesterday, which was the Sabbath, I was called up-
on to attend the funeral of a little child aged three
years. I showed that all that die by Adam’s trans-
gression will be made alive by Christ’s death and res-
urrection, that there were two resurrections; that on
those who share in the first, the second death hath no
power; that none but sinners would die the second
death ; and that none were sinners but those who had
transgressed God’s law ; for sin is the transgression of
the law, and the wages of sinis death. Thereforenone
are amenable but siuners. The parents seemed inter-
ested and were much affected. May the Lord help
them to keep his commandments.

Yours in truth,

Sumner, Wis.

e S— e
From Sisver Dyer.

Bro. Surra: I take my pen, striving to glorify my
heavenly Father; but how shall I, a frail creature of
the dust, praise the Lord who made the heavens, and
worketh all things according to the counsel of his own
will? I thank the Lord for sending me this glorious

" message. . 0, the blessed hope of a soon coming Sav-
jour! I'know that I am weak and sinful, and realize
that without his aid I should come up to the day of the
Lord ‘all unprepared to meet my Judge. But I am
striving to claim his precious promise, My grace is suf-
ficient for thee, and all nnworthy though I be, I be-
lieve hi¢ grace is sufficient to cleanseime from all my
sins. Praise the Lord! the blood of Jesus can wash
éﬁé&ll the deep stains of sin from the soul, and make us

A. H, DaNiELS.

Moet to join the song that bright, holy angels sing in
that blissful realm of glory. O, how bright and pure
must be the joy of heaven! O, may we be found wor-
thy to enter into that rest. Here are afflictions, troubles
and trials. Sin and decay ave.abroad in the earth.
Here the heart’s wealth of affection is poured on things
transient and fleeting; brokenm bands and desolate
hearts are here.

“T'm weary of loving what passes away,

The sweetest and dearest, alas, may not stay;

I long for the land where these partings are o’er,

And death and the tomb can divide us no more.”

O, the untold glories of that land which God has
promised to the righteous. Sadness and mourning

place ; for everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.
Yours striving to overcome, A. J. DyEr.
Lyons, Fulton Co., O.

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. R. Sawyer writes from Port Byron, N, Y.: «1
am still willing to be led by the third angel’s message;
to follow on step by gtep until a character is developed
which shall meet the approval of the faithful and true
Witness. T can testify to a purifying and saving pow-
er in present truth., Jesus says, I am the way, the
truth and the life, &c. John xiv, 6.

0, let us walk in the way, be made free by the
truth [John viii, 32], become sanctified wholly, and
thus be kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation which shall be brought at the appearing of
Jesus. Let us becqge more united, Union is strength.
We are exhorted to be strong in the Lord and in the
power of his might [Eph. vi, 10-183, not looking to
one another for a pattern, but unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith [Heb, xii, 2], and thus be-
come of that number that shall overcome and sit with
Jesus on his throne. Rev. iii, 21. Remember me in
your prayers that I may with you say in the language
of the prophet, Lo, this is our God; we have waited
for him and he will save us.”

Bro. W. Allen writes from Princeville, Ills.: ¢ I
have have just returned from a short, but very tedious
journey. I crossed the Illinois-river at Chillicothe,
and traveled an easterly course about thirty miles. I
made it my business, as usual when among strangers,
to inquire if they were getting ready for the coming of
the Saviour, referring to the signs of the times, &e.
With many it seemed to be very strange doctrine, and
yet interesting. They said they had never heard of an
Advent preachei on the east side of the river. I had
obtained & few of your books, which they readily pur-
chased of me. One man sends for the Review.”

Sister N. Davis writes from Ajyersville, Ohio: « 1
feel like pressing onward and upward toward the mark
of our high calling, having my face set Zionward with
a firm hold on the anchor of hope, which is sure and
steadfast, and entereth to that within the vail, whither
Christ has for us entered, Although we may be called
to pags through the furnace of affliction, we have an
High Priest who can be touched with the feelings of
our infirmities, and will if we are faithful bring us off
more than conquerors, and place upon our brows the
glorious starry crown of victory.”

Bro. S. B. Whitney writes from Malone, N."Y.: “Tam
much encouraged and strengthened by the cheering re-
ports from the west, but still I sometimes almost fear
that I shall be overcome, and finally fail of the king-
dom; yet my purpose is to keep striving, and not sink
down in despair. The prospect is not very cheering in
this section, yet the church are still holding on, feel-
agsured that the promises are yea.and amen to those
that believe.”

Bro. Wm. Herald writes from Green Spring, Ohio:
¢« We have been striving to arise and come up to the help
of the Lovrd ; and bless his holy name, we have had a
refreshing season. For the last twc weeks we have
had prayer-meetings every night, with one or two ex-
ceptions ; and, blessed be God, we have had a season
of rejoicing. The Lord has poured out his Spirit upon
us, and every soul has been encouraged to persevere.

We have also been led to rejoice in the addition of three

shall flee away, and sorrow and sighing shall have no |

more precious souls to our number, and we still bope
by the grace of God, an upright walk and godly con-
versation, to bring others to the knowledge of the
truth.”

Bro. A. G. Hart writes from St. Cloud, Min,: «1I
desire to say to my brethren through the Review that
my P. 0. address is St. Cloud, Minnesota. I am still
trying to overcome. I want to go through tothe king-
dom. T want the church to pray for me that I may
live in such a way that my light may shine all around,
I would say to the brethren in Minnesota that I shall
put in my mite to help on the cause this summer.”

Sister N. J. Babcock writes from Spring Grove, Wig. ;
I would bear my testimony in favor of the truth. Tt
has been about two years and a half sinee I commenced
to keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus. I feel like still pressing on toward heaven.
When I think of the goodness of God to me, his love in
sending his Son to die that we might live, T am led to
exclaim, How good he has been to me! Let us put our
trust in God and his word. Let us try and prove faith-
ful, soon Jesus will come and take us home to the ecity
of God. There will be no sorrow. There sin and
temptation and death will never enter, but the weary
will be at rest. Oh how T long to be there! Iwasbut
fourteen when I commenced to keep the commandments
of God, and I am not sorry that I started when I did.
1 mean by the assisting grace of God to prove faithful.”

TR G &R e
HYPOCRISY.

THiNg'sr thou there are no serpents in the world
But those who slide along the grassy sod,

And sting the luckless foot that presses them?
There are who in the path of social life

Do bask their spotted skin in fortune’s sun,

And sting the s>ul }—Aye, till its healthful frame
Is changed to secret, festering, sore disease,

So deadly is the wound.—Joanna Baillie,

OBITUARY.

FriL asleep Dec. 25, 1860, Mary, my wife. Her
disease was scrofula, terminating in death after an ill-
ness of four months. She suffered greatly, yet she
said, I will not trust in man. She fell asleep without
a struggle. I do not mourn without hope. Our Sav-
iour said, The hour cometh when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall
Live. JEREMIAH STRYKER.

Wheeler, N. Y.

It is with a heavy heart that I announce to my
friends the death of our little daughter, Alma Gertrude
Shaw. She died Feb. 18, of putrid sore throat, aged
three years and five months. Although we are left to
mourn, yet we do not mourn as those that have no
hope, for I believe that when Jesus comes to ransom
those that now sleep in their graves, she will be brought
again from the enemy’s land.

Dear brethren, pray for us that this great afliction
may prove for our good and the glory of God. I still
feel like standing firm for the truth as it is in Jesus,
and érying to live it out in my daily life and conversa-
tion. T hope o be an overcomer at lasi, that when
Jesus comes to awake the sleeping dead T may say, Lo,
this is our God, we have waited for him and he will
save us. L. W. Smaw.

Fell asleep, Feb. 11, 1861, Libby, daughter of J. F.,
and E. W. Ballenger, aged two years and five months.
Her disease was scarlet fever. No doubt God in his
providence has permitted this afflictiou to come upon
us to win our affections from the transient and passing
things of earth to those more permanent and abiding
realities beyond this mortal life, which effect, 1 trust,
it has produced. Her decease has severed a link in
our little cirele that none but Jesus can re-unite, and
has left a void in our hearts that nothing but his Spir-
it can fill. We mourn our loss; but the words of the
Lord to Rachel are very comforting to us {Jer. xxxi,
15-177, and it only remains for us to prepare for that
event that will re-unite the righteous parents and ehil-
dren in bonds that can never more be severed. A dis-
course was preached to an attentive audience by Bro.
Ingraham, from Job xiv, 14.

J. F. BALLENGER.
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pe5™ WE would say to those of our correspondents
who manifest a disposition to write upon the covenants,
that it is altogether a waste of time, to labor to prove
that the new covenant under which the law of God is
written in the heart has its establishment at any peri-
od thig side of the days of Christ, or that the express-
ion, ‘“after those days,” refers to any prophetic period
reaching into this dispensation. The prophet Daniel
tells us that he [Christ]} should confirm the covenant
with many for one week; and if any particular period
is intended by the expression, ¢ after those days,” in
Jeremiagh xxxi, it must be that period to which Christ
referred when, at the commencement of his ministry,
he proclaimed, ¢ The time is fulfilled” [Mark iJ;
namely, the three score and two weeks that were to
reach to the Messial the Prince. Christ is the Media-
tor of the new covenant, and he has been a mediator
ever since his ascension to heaven. We are surprised at
the necessity of saying anything on a point which it
seems should be so apparent to all. The reader will
find the time of the establishment of the covenant dis-
cussed at length in the pamphlet entitled Kingdom of
God. We hope that no one hereafter will write us on
the subject of the covenants before examining this
work, as it contains points which must be invalidated
before views like those mentioned above can be estab-
lished. We present the following from page 88:

“Again; the blood of Christ is ¢the blood of the cov-
enant.” Matt. xxvi, 28, As ¢thelife is in the bleod,’
and man by transgression has forfeited his life, blood
is given to make an atonement. Lev. xvii, 11. Hence,
‘without the shedding of blood there ig no remission.’
When Paul declares in Heb. ix, 15, that <he is the
Mediator of the new testament,” he gives a reason
that the most strenuous advocate of the Age to Come
will scarcely deny. He says: ¢‘For where a testa-
ment is; there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a testament is of force after men
are dead; otherwise it iz of no strength at all while
the testator liveth.” Heb. ix. If Christ is not the
testator here referred to, then another must die to rat-
ify the covenant; but this will not be claimed. Thus
it is proved beyond the possibility of contradiction
that the new testament or covenant was ratified, or
of force when Christ died.”

TO THE BRETHREN.

I wrsu to counteract and yemove, as far as possible,
the injurious influence of my hasty communication on
the subject of legal organization. I did not weigh the
matter as I should, I ought to have cousidered that
Bro. White had seen the necessity of some measures
being taken, and had pondered the subject well, before
making the request he did concerning it. Then I might
have suggesated a plan of organization avoiding the evil
which I feared, instead of thus confidently and self-
complacently recommending that nothing should be
done. I regret that I did not consider the matter care-
fully and prayerfully, before writing in a manner not
calculated to keep the unity of the Spirit. I hope that
none will stamble over this into perdition. 1 ask fer-
giveness of all the dear people of God. Thope that God
himself will forgive me. And I also hope that the les-
son that I have thus dearly learned may never be for-
gotten by me, while there is danger of my falling into
o similar ovror. My determination is to renew my
consecration to God and his cause, and strive to press
onward till victory is gained. Brethren, pray for me.

R. F. C.

To J. Drving, Jr.—We are not convinced by your
attempted justification of Mr. Sutherland. He cannot
of, any more than he can bring the dead to life. We
truth in any capacity whatever. You say he has not
lectured unless requested by you. We advise you not
to be partaker of other men’s sins, by endorsing them ;
and would further suggest that your own past course

should lead you to take & low place, and to distrust
" your own judgment on matters of right and wrong.

3. H. W,
&h.

male amends for such wrongs as he has been guilty

should choose that such a man would not advocate the'

APPOINTMENTS.

Providence permilting, we will meet with the breth-
ren at Plum River and Green Vale, Ills., where Bro. S.
Myers may appoint, March 23 & 24.

James WaiTs.

THE WHITE STONE, REV, IT, 17.

" [HAviNG never seen a satisfactory explanation of
the text, **To him that overcometh will I give a white
stone” [Rev, ii, 17], and thinking there may be others
who like myself would be pleased to see one, Isend the
following taken from the Ladies’ Repository for Jan.,
1861.—H. F. B.]

1t i generally thought by commentators, says the
late Rev. Henry Blunt, that this refers to an ancient
judicial custom of dropping a black stone into an urn
when it is intended to condemn, and a white stone when
the prigsoner is to be acquitted ; but this is an act so
distinet from that described, ¢ I will give thee a white
stone,” that we are dlsposed to agree with those who
think it refers rather to a custom of a very different
kind, and not unknown to the classiosl reader ; accord-
ing with beautiful propriety to the case before us. In
primitive times, when traveling was rendered difficult
from want of places of public entertainment, hospitali-
ty was exercised by private individuals to a very great
extent, of which, indeed, we find frequent traces in all
history, and in none more than the Old Testament.
Persons who partook of this hospitality, and those who

 practiced it, frequently contracted habits of friendship,

and regard for each other, and it became a well estab-
lished custom among the Greeks and Romans to pro-
vide their guests with some particular mark, which was
handed down from father to son, ang insured hospital-
ity and ‘kind treatment whenever it was presented.
This mark was usunally a small stone or pebble, cut in
half, and upon the halves of which the host and the
guest mutually inseribed their names, and then inter-
changed with each other. The production of this tes-
sara was quite sufficient to insure friendship for them-
selves or descendanis whenever they traveled again in
the same direction; while it igevident that these stones
yequired to be privately kept, and the names written
upon them carefully concealed, lest others should ob-
tain the privileges instead of the persons for whom
they were intended.

How natural, then, the allusion to this custom in the
words of the text, I will give him to eat of the hid-
den manna!” and having done thig, having made him
partake of my hospitality, having rccognized him ag
my guest and friend, I will present him with the white
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no
man knoweth, save he who receiveth it. I will give
him a pledge of my friendship, sacred and inviolable,
known only to himseif.

Busdiness erdttmeut.
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Busginess Notes.

fes= The P. 0. address of Lewis Bean is South Troy,
Vt.

A. M. Daniels: Bro. White will consult with you in
regard to books on his western tour.

A. 8. Hutehins : Bro. Waggoner will probably soon
notice the articles to which you refer.

Capt. R. Reid : Your letter was received in due time
but asg you did not then give your P. 0. address we
were unable to credit the money.

Geo. Wright : We give credit on book as you request.

H. H. Wilcox : Remitlance for Sabbath-School books
received.
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