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“Behold, He Cometh.”

Time’s sun is fast setting
Its twilight i nigh,
Its evering is falling,
In cloud o’er the sky;
Its shadows are stretching
In ominous gloom;
Its midnight approaches—
The midnight of doom
Then haste, ginner; haste, there is mercy for thee,
And wrath ig preparing-—flee, lingerer, flee!

Rides forth the fierce tempest
On the wing of the cloud;
The moan of the night-blast
Is fitful and loud;
The mountains are heaving,
The forests are bowed,
The ocean is surging,
Earth gathers its shroud;
Then haste, sinner, haste, there is mercy for thee,
And wrath is preparing—fiee, lingerer, flee!

The vision is nearing—
The Judge and the throne!
The voige of the angel
Proclaims, It is done.”
On the whirl of the tempest
Its Ruler shall come,
And the blaze of his glory
‘ Flashes out from its gloom ;
Then haste, sinner, haste, there is mercy for thee,
And wrath ig preparing—=flee, lingerer, flee!

With clouds. he is coming!
His people shall sing;
With gladness they hail him,
Redeemer and King.
The iron rod wielding,
The rod of his ire,
He cometh to kindle
Earth’s last fatal fire!
Then haste, sinner, haste, there is mercy for thee,
And wrath is preparing—1fiee, lingerer, flee!

" Sanctification: or Living Holiness

'BY ELD. D. T. BOURDEAU.
(Concluded.)

BEARING OF THE LAW OF GOD ON THIS SUBJECT.

By the law of God we mean the law that is commonly
designated as the moral law, and whichi prescribes to
‘men theirreligious, and social duties; in other words,
¢“‘their duties to God and to each other” (Webster);
the law which is baged in the nature of God, andinthe
nature of man, and which is composed of those obliga-
tions, that grow out of the relations that we sustain
to God, and to our fellow-creatures ; the law that God
proclaimed in person on Mount Sinai, in the hearing
of all Israel, his chosen people, and wrote with his
own fihger on stone; the only public address that God
ever made to his people, with the exception of the
declaration, ¢ This is my beloved Son in whom I am

well pleased.” Matt. iv, 17; the law of which Christ
says, ¢ Till heaven and earth pass, onejot, or one tittle,
shall in no wise pass from the law,” Matt. v, 17, and
that the remnant church will be found keeping, while
the dragon’s wrath will be stirred against them, Rev.
xii, 17, and for the keeping of which, the last blessing
in the- Bible is pronounced by Christ, as follows:
¢ Blessed are they that do his (the Father’s) command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city,” Rev.
xxii, 14. Let us see the bearing that this law has on
the subject. And

1. We have seen that sanctification consists in

cleansing from sin; and ¢sin,” says thebeloved apos-
tle, ¢is the transgression of the law.” 1 Jno. iii,
4.
" 2. In our unsanctified state we are the servauts of
sin, but in proportion as we are sanctified we become
the servants of righteousness; and David says, ¢ All
thy commandments are righteousness.”” Ps. exix,
172.

8. Sanctification is effected through the truth, and
the Saviour says, ¢ Thy word is truth.” Now no por-
tion of the Scripfures can with more propriety
be called the truth, and God’s word, than the law
of God, which proceeded out of his mouth. Says
the Psalmist, ¢ Thy law is truth.” Ps. exix, 142,

4. Santtification is a progressive work, and in-
volves the necessity of advancing in the knowledge of
the truth. Now the law of God is so comprehensive
that it affords to all an opportunity to progress in ho-
liness, and advance in the knowledge of right and
wrong, which is indispensable in sanctification. Those
who have meditated impartially, and without prejudice
on the law of God, have not failed to notice its com-
prehensivenegs. Says Thomas Scott, «This law which
is 8o comprehensive, that we cannot measure it.”” See
Commentary. Bishop Hopkins on the ten command-
ments, published by the American Tract Society,
gays, ‘“There is no duty required, nor sin forbidden
by God, but it falls under one, at least, of these ten
words.”  Again, he says, < The words are few; but
the sense and matter contained in them is infinite, the
rest of Seripture is but a commentary upon them,
either exhorting us to obedience by arguments, or al-
luring us to it by promises, warning us against trang-
gression by threatenings, or exciting us to the one,
and restraining us from the other, by examples re-
corded in the historical part of it. All those precepts
which are dispersed in the Scriptures, and which con-
cern the regulating of our lives and actions, although
not found expressly mentioned in the decalogue, may
yet very aptly be reduced under one of these ten com-
mandments.””  H. H. Dobney (Baptist minister) of
England, says, “These (the ten commandments) are
illustrated, and their extensive bearing shown, by
many other precepts which are scattered through the
Seriptures. But there is not a single injunetion or
prohibition (of a moral kind we mean, of course, not
referring now to the ceremonial law givento the Israel-
ites, which has another explanation), which is not ref-
erable to one or the other of these commandments,
and included in it.”  See Future Punishment, by H.
H. Dobney. This point will be more clearly seen as
we advance in our investigation. David must have
realized its truthfulness when he said, ¢‘I have seen an

end of all perfection, but thy sommandmentis exceeding
broad.” Ps. cxix, 96. By reading this Psalm we gee
that David is dwelling upon the law of God’s mouth,
verse 72, and the subject of this entire chaptér is-the
law of God.

5. The last church will be sanctified through the
last message of mercy, viz., the third angel’s message;
and the law of God constitutes a prominent part of this
message. )

6. Sanctification covers the whole manj; and so
does the law of God. The second, third, fourth, sixth,
seventh, eighth and ninth commandments refer direct-
ly to the actions and words, and consequently relate
to the body ; Dbut these commandments not only have
to do with the actions and words; for the whole law
is spiritual, Rom. vii, 14, reaching the spirit or mind;
regulating the thoughts, desires, and affections. Those
precepts which forbid the external acts of sin, forbid
likewise the inward thoughts, desires and motions of
sin in the heart. The Saviour makes this point very
clear in his remarks on the law, in Matt. v. See also
1 Jno. iii, 15. Again, the same precepts which require
the external acts of duty, require also those holy
thoughts and affections that are suitable theroto, But
the tenth precept, . Thou shalt not covet,” might serve
as a key to all the commandments,: by showing that
they extend to the heart.

The law covers the senges; for first, it is by the

means of some of the senses, at least, that it reaches
the mind. Again, men sin with their senses; and
with their senses men should keep the law. Again,
those genses which group around the appetites are
regulated by that portion of the law that governs the
appetites, viz., the seventh commandment. That this
commandment has to do with our eating and drinking
is not only seen by reflecting on the bearing that eat-
ing and drinking has on the passions, but alse by
reading Heb. xii, 161 ¢‘Lest there be any fqrnicator,
or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat
sold his birthright.” ) ’
" Sanctification requires that we é}ielfofs?ejgouf working
faculties; so does the fourth cdmmaﬁdiﬁgni. “"Thy
work,” which is specified in the forirth commandment,
must include, at least, sufficient physical exercise to
promote health.

Sanctification relates to the life, and makes it ob-
ligatory upon us to ¢are for our lives and health, that
we may employ them to the glory of God; so does the
law of God. This law may be called the law of life,
not merely from the consideration that life is bestowed
for keeping it, but also because it is so adapted to the
wants of our natures, that by keeping it wo will; a8 a
natural consequence, live longer than “wée would by
breaking it. Let the reader read each of the ten com-
mandments with referenee to this point, and gée if odx
assertion is not correct. But the sixth commandment,
in particular, regulates our course with regard to pre-
serving life and health. It ig oneof the nbgative pre-
cepts, and not only prohibits the'sin of deétroying our
lives, and the lives of others, but it includes the injutic-
tion of the econtrary duty, viz.: to make use of all
proper and available means to ameliorate and preserve
health, and prolong our existence and the existence
of others. '

That the law governs our tongues not only appears
from the third and ninth commandments, but also frofi -
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testimonies on the law in the New Testament. The
first testimony that we will notice is’ James ij, 12:
«So speak ye and so do as they that shall be judged
The law that the apostle bere
alludes {:0, is- that law which said, Do not commit
adultery. Do ot kill.”? " Verse 11, in connection
with ma,rgmabq
judged b ;_ hhm 1a the;: grand motive that should
lead us § take heed-how-we speak and act; therefore
this lavs;‘émust determine how we should speak and how
we sho\;ld not speak,

Again, James iv, 11: ¢ Speak not evil one of anoth-
er, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother,
and judgeth bis brother, speaketh evil of the law, and
judgeth-the Jaw; but if thou judge the law, thou arf
not a doer of the law, but a judge. There is one law-
giver who is able to save and to destroy; who art thou
that judgest another?” It is evident from this pas-
sage that he that speaks evil of his brother and judges

- his brother (accordingly, of course), not only violates

the law, but virtually sets himself as a judge of the
law, and a lawgiver by approving what the law disap-
proves. - But ¢ there i3 but one lawgiver,” ete.
French Trans:

1 Pet. iv, 11: “If any man speak, let him speak as
the ovacles of God.” Byreference to verses 7 and 17,
it is seen that-this-text applies when the end of all
things is at hand, and the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God. At this time the du-
ty to,speak as the oracles or commandments of God
(see Aéis vii, 88; Rom. iii, 2), is made particularly
foreible:by the fact that light is shining on the com-
mandments, and they are better understood. If we
speak gccording to these commandments, we shall
speak right words with respect to God and our fellow-
creatures, and concerning all that pertains to them.

Sanctification has to do with the affections, and re-
quires us to love God supremely, and our neighbor as
curselves; and so with the law of God., We canhnot
keep thé first four commandnients as they should be
kept,éwithout lo*vmg God sapremely ; neither can we
keep: the last six: commandments without loving our
neighbor as ourselves. And we cannotlove God as we
should without loving what God loves and hating what
God hates (as far as our knowledge extends); and if
we love what Gtod loves and hate what God hates, we
will love all righteousness and hate all sin.

Bodily cleanliness is a duty enjoined in sanctifica-
tion; and of the seventh commandment Mr. Dobney,
who a‘.piﬁeara to have bestowed much thought on the
law of God, says, that it includes in the prohibition
every kind and degree of impurity. But if any will
refusé Mr, ‘Dobney’s exposition, and deny that the
severti commiatidment prohibits all physical impuri-
ty, tlfej,é‘a,re véqaested to bear in mind that physical
unclés.ﬁless ls’d‘etﬂmental to health, and is therefore
condéninéd by thé sixth commandment,

7. Sanctifidation i is a character work. But a rule
or law is necessary to the development of character.
We can form no definite idea of a person’s character
except we compare it with a rule of right, with some-
thmg that Wlﬁ ‘determine right from wrong. Now the
law of God is the very rule that shows us what ig
right, énd that determines right from wrong. Again,
ull those exeellences which enter into the formation of

oharacter, establish the law. They can be
‘the Jaw of God.

8. In sanctﬂﬁcatmn we are to follow the example of
Jesus, wIm d;d no sin and kept his Father’s command-
ments 1 Pet i, 223 Jno. xv, 10.

9, We are sanctlﬁed through the death, merits, and
mtemessxons, of Christ. But Chuist died for our sins,
whlch are the transgréssions of the law, and that the
mghteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 1
Cor. xv, 8; Rom, viii, 4, and intercedes in harmony
with his death

.10. We are sanctified through faith, of which Paul
gays, ‘Do we then make void the law through faith?
God.forbid ; yea, we establish the law.”” Rom., iii, 81.

1%, Banotification is called the sanctification of the
Spmt, Jbecauge the Spirit is the great agent that God
emp}o&s in sgnetifying men. But the Spirit enforces
the truth and convinees of sin, righteousness, and
judgment, which could not exist without the law.
Again, the Spirit helps us to bear the fruit of the Spir-

efgdmg The fact that we are to be|

it, which very clearly establishes the law. For what
are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness and temperance but excellences
which prove that the law is in force? The law is
grounded in love and grows out of love. Love made
it and love enjoins it. The object of it is to make us
love. It takes love to keep it; and those who keep it
will love. The law brings joy and peace to those who
keep it. David could say, ¢ Thy law is my delight,”
and, ‘Great peace have they that love thy law.” Ps.
exix, 77, 165. Longsuffering is opposed to impatience
and wrath, which are traced to the violation of the law.
Gentleness, goodness, meekness and temperance are
also fruits growing out of keeping the law. Andeven
faith as we bave seen, establishes the law. This po-
sition is also strengthened by the fact that the works

of the flesh, which are opposed to .the fruit of the
Spirit are traced to the violation of God’s law. See

Gal. v, 16-23.

12. Do holy angels that excel in strength, help in
sanctification? They do God’s commandments, Ps.
ciii, 20, and labor in harmony with the Spirit.

18. Has God set gifts in the church for the perfect-
ing of the saints? These gifts are the gifts of the
Spirit, and work under the influence and direction of,
and consequently in harmony with, the Spirit and
good angels.

14. We are sanctified through trials and correctlons
And why are we tried and corrected? Of course it
must be for the same object for which the Spirit helps

our infirmities, viz., that we may be purified and bear |-

the fruit of the Spirit. But Paul says that God chast-
ens us ‘for our profit, that we might be partakers of his
holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby.” Heb. xii, 10,11. God’s holi-
ness that we are to be partakers of through chasten-
ing is composed of his imitable perfections, which shine
gloriously in his law. To illustrate: God is said to
be holy, perfect, righteous, just, good, etc., 1 Pet. i,
16; Matt. x, 48; Ps. cxix, 187; Rev. xvi, 5; Deut.
xxxii, 4; Ps. xxv, 8; the same is said of his law,
Rom. vii, 12; Ps. xix, 7; Deut. iv, 8; Ps. exix, 106;
Nebh. ix, 18; and those who keep the law will bear its
characteristics. But David’s experienceis to the point.
He says, < It is good for me that I have been afilicted ;
that I might learn thy statutes. Before I was afflicted
1 went astray ; but now have I kept thy word,” Ps.
exix, 67, 71. The subject of the Psalmist being the
law of God, we see that he was afflicted that he might
learn to keep God’slaw. God in love whips up his
wayward children to their duty in this respect, as
earthly parents correct their ¢hildren that they may
obey their requirements.

15. Self-examination is an important branch in sanc-
tification. We examine ourselves that we may see our
defects, which are so many deviations from the law.
Therefore the law of God is indispensable in self-ex-
amination. It is the grand mirror in which we should
look to see our characters. ‘«Whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed.” James i, 25.

_16. When the Bible shows that it is possible to over-
come, and attain to holiness, we should understand
that it is possible to keep God’s law, that prescribes
the way of holiness, and by which is the knowledge of
sin, which is the great enemy that we overcome as we
keep the law of God. Must we repent, believe, and
be baptized, pray, etc., that we may overcome? The
fact that these duties are obligatory upon us is strong
evidence that the law exists, and should be kept. For
what is.repentance, but a turning away from sin? and
what need is there of turning away from sin, if the
law is not binding and should not be kept? Again,
why should we believe on Christ for the yemission of
sin if there is: no law? for where no law is, there is
no traunsgression, Rom. iv, 15, and where there is no
transgression, there is no need of remission. Paul
uses baptism as an argument, to show that we should
not continue in gin. Rom. vi. Baptism not only shows
that Christ died and rose again, but that we are dead
to sin, that we bave been slain by the law, Rom. vii,
7-12, that we have repented of our sins, and believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of the same.

Whatever we do to overcome, establishes the law.
All that is enjoined upon us in the Scriptures estab-
lishes the law. All that God does to help us overcome
shows that the law is in forge, and that God’s great
object in helping us, is to bring us back in-obedience
to his holy-law. If there is no law, as some’ contend,
then there is no room for repentance, faith, baptism,
prayer, and. the various other duties that’we have to
perform to obtain help from God, and attain to holi-
ness; then there is no room for the death and inter-
cessions of Christ, and the healihg fountain; for
there is no need of grace, no occasion for the death
and intercessions of Christ, nothing to heal; then
Christ should not be our example, and we should not
imitate what we have thought to be the loveliest char-
acter that ever dwelt among men! Then away with
the Christian graces, and the fruit of the Spirit; men
may think, act, and speak ag they pleage; they may
let their appetites and passions have full sway, and
usurp the authority of enlightened reason; they may
cherish idleness, effeminacy and uncleanness as “vir-
tues, and violate the laws of their beings; they may
lavish their best affections on trifles, and keep their
weakest affections for their Creator! they may speak
of, and address their Maker irreverently, and curse
their fellow creatures made in the image of God;. in
other words, they may with unbounded liherty and
congratulation break any or all of God’s command-
ments! Then let all the messengers of the oross hush
their voices in silence, on those topies which have en-
grossed their minds, and led them to labor and suffer
in vain, and give up their commission, confesging
their error; let them cease to besgeech the sinner with
accents of pity to be reconciled to God, and flee from
the wrath to come; and let all who believe in the gos-
pel of Christ act accordingly ; let the Holy Spirit and
good angels cease to act their part in the so-called
sanctification of mexn, and return to the courts above,
confesging that they have learned a better way; and
let Satan and the wicked rejoice; for there is no law,
no such a thing as.sin, and no necessny for sanctifica-
tion and salvation,

This is by no means our belief, yet: it shows the in-
consistency of those who, while they lay much stress
on faith, repentance, and other Christian duties, and
extol Christ, the Christian graces, and sanectification,
oppose the law of God. Do our Antinomian friends
extol faith, repentance, sanctification, ete.? This is
all right. But by so doing they virtually extol the
law of God. Sanctification stands or falls with the
law of God.

We are now prepared to see the force of the follow-
ing conclusion from the wise man: ¢ Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep
his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with.
every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it
be evil.” Ecel. xii, 14.

CONCLUSION.

Dear reader, we have now briefly noticed some of
the leading features of sanctification, and have seen
some of the advantages connected with living holiness.
And we now ask, Are not the motives to, and the ben-
efits of, sanctification of sufficient importance to in-
duce us to seek for holiness? Do not thie beauties of
the subject invite us? Is thero not a solid satisfac-
tion in being Godlike and Christlike, and answering
to the objects for which we were nmade? Are not
the glory of God, our own happiness and usefulness,
the happiness and usefulness of others, the punish-
ment of the unholy, the blessings that the holy enjoy
here in living holiness, and the rich -and glorious fe-
ward that awaits them hereafter, sufficient to prompt.
us to live holy lives? The pleasures of sin are fadings
They are but for a season and end in death. In the
language of the poet,

«Tach pleasure hath its pomon too,
And every sweet a snare.’

But. the pleasures of holiness are real, and will nev-
er fade. They will last as long as eternity lasts. In
attending to sanctification we are preparing for the
society of the holy in the world to come. But if God-,
like natures and heavenly contemplations and prack
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tices are fepugnant to us here, what should we do
among the in]iabitants’of the ¢tlestial abodes?

“Wake up, brother, wake up sister,
8eek, O seek that holy state;
 Nohé but Toly ones can enter .
Thro‘ugh the pure, celéstial gate.””

tood Rules.

A ¥eW rules, laid down by Leigh Richmond for his
daughter ‘Mary, engage my attention as being worthy
of being followed by all young Christians. If kept
congtantly in the. thoughts on proper occasgions, they
will go far in aiding us to evade the enemy’s snares.

E. G. R.

1. Adhere most scrupulously to truth; and labor to
preserve the strictest integrity, simplicity, and sincer-
ity.

2. Engage in no pursuit in which you cannot look
up unto God and say, Bless me in this, O my Father.

8. Strive to be as kind, forbearing, and forgiving as
you cam, Yoth to friends and foes.

4. Never speak evil of any one on any pretense
whatever.

5. Strive to recommend religion by the courtesy,
civility, and condescending character, of your conduct.

6. Mortify lusts, sensuality, and sloth.

7. Wateh against irritation, positiveness, unkind
speaking, and anger ; study and promote love.

"8. Ne¥er allow others to speak well of you; nor,
especially, yourself to say or think anything of your-
self but as poorly done. XKeep down pride; let it not
be indulged for a moment, and watch against it,

9. Shut out evil imaginations and angry thoughts.

10., Let it be your sole business here to prepare for
ity. Consider every moment of time in that view.

11, If,emember that you have to contend with & le-
gion of'devils, a'heart full of deceit and 1n1qu1ty, and
a world at enmity with God.

12. Pray that you may ever rejoice in the advance-
ment of Christ’s kingdom, and the salvation of sin-
ners; and labor in every way to promote these ob-
jeots. Pra.yer is the only weapon which can subdue
your corruptlons, and keep your evidences bright.
Cultivate prayer.

. 18. -Show a marked preferernce to such conversation,
remaxrks, persons, discussions, and occupations, as
may tend to essential good.

14. Always think before you speak
neither ha.shly nor unadvisedly.

15. ‘Be constant in privaté prayer.

. 16. In musie, prefer serious to light compositions;
and in vocal, keep close to sacred words.

17.. Be wise in the choice of books ; shun everything
of the romance and novel kind ; and even in poetry,
keep to what iz useful and instructive, as well as
pléasant.

18. In: company, show that the prmclples of your re-
ligion age your rule.of conduct and your real delight.
Be consistent; cheerful, but not light; conversable,
but not trifling.

say and do,

“Thoughts and Apothegms.”

“Tuosg who boldly stand out and eourt inquiry,
and brmg forward cogent reason for their conviction,
are reproached by a certain modetn writer, with in-
firm faith and timidity. Timidity of all things! One
is remitided of‘the story of some Indian savages serving
as allies to the British in America, who, when the
allied force: was attacked by the enemy, ran and took
shelter in the woods, while the Brittish troops stood
firm under ‘a heavy fire, and repulsed the assailants.
It was expected that their Indian friends would have
been full of admiration at this display of superior
valor; hut, on the contrary, their interpretation of it
was; that the British soldiers were such cowards that
they were too much frightened to run away.. Almost
every. chapter in the New Testament conviets the
Lord -Jesus and his followers of that *timidity,” in
appealing to that evidence of miracles and prophecies,
which i§ censured and derided.”

¢ All men wish-to have truth on their side, but few
to be on the side of truth.”

¢ Men miss truth more often from their indifference
about it, than from intellectual capacity.”

¢“The pursuit of religious truth is the noblest, as it
is the most important pursuit in which any human be-
ing can be engaged.”

¢To dread danger from the progress of any truth,
physical, moral, or religious, is to manifest a want of
faith in God’s power, or, in his will to maintain his
own cauge.”

¢“Falsehood, like the dry-rot, flourishes the more in
proportion as light and air ara excluded.”

““Truths dangerous, indeed ; yes—and so are meat
and drink; but who will therefore resolve to perish
with hunger 2’

“It ig often said, that though it may be well for
learned and skillful divines to have the objections to
Christianity placed before them, yet that it is better
not to notice objections generally, for fear of alarming
and unsettling the minds of the plain unlearnéd peo-
ple, who had, probably, never-heard anything of the
kind. Now, many persons, who have mever heard
anything distinet on the subject, have heard, and are
made uneasy by, vague reports and obscure rumors of
objections made by some supposed learned men, who
have proceeded on “rational” grounds, without know-
ing distinctly what they are; when, perhaps, if these
objections were clearly stated to them, they ave quali-
fied by their own plain sense, to see how irrational
they are. Suppose you were startled in a dark night
by something that looked like a specter in a winding-
sheet, would not he who should bring a lantern and
show you that it was nothing but a white cloth hang-
ing on a bush, give you far better encouragement,
than he who merely exhorted you to ‘look another
way, keep ‘up your heart, whistle and pass on ?’-——Sel.

That Shineth More and More.

“TrE path of the just is as the shining light that shineth moreand
more unto the perfect day” Prov. iv, 18

This teaches that the law of the Christian’s life is
progress. The light does not shine more and more
upon g bower in which the believer lies down to sleep,
but on & path. Hence, he is to be traveling always,
to be pressing toward the place to which the path
leads. A path is made to facilitate progress—to in-
duce and enable people to go somewhere. Paths are
not surveyed and graded for men to lounge in. The
Christian life is a way—a course. We are to *run”
in it <“with diligence,” and as we-run, we find it
brightening with new beauty.

The figure here is in harmony with all the tea.chmgs
of the Bible on this subject. God is ever saying to his
people, ¢“Go forward.” He has more glorious reve-
lations for them, but they must climb up higher in or-

| der to receive them.

A man starts in a deep valley that is filled with
mists and vapors, to ascend a mountain. He ig told
that in the path which winds up and around it, he

' will have splendid scenery. - He climbs awhile, gets

above the densest of the mist, sces a beautiful but
comparatively limited landscape. He enjoys it for a
time, but growing weary, asks,—¢ Where are those
broad and glorious visions that were promised me? I
am on the mountain—I am in the path.

“Yes but you are not using the path. It was made
not merely to bring you to this point, but to the Jtop
of the moun’cam From every point there is 2 new
view, and from the summit, the. widest and noblest of
all. Keep on climbing.”

Alas! how many Christians are like this traveler.
They come to Christ. They receive and rejoice in the
first beams of his light. Sweet is the dawn of hope
in their hearts. But they sit down contented with
this.
themselves about anything beyond? But they soon
find that this hope becomes dixa and .unsatisfactory.
They get into darkness, because they forget that God
gave these first rays only to encourage them to go on
toward their saurce—to get nearer 'and nearer to the
true light—to the Sun of Righteousness; that they may
enjoy more and more of him. A stationary Christian
is a contradiction in terms. You might as well talk
about a resident pilgrim, or a follower that stands
still. When we aré called by the Master, he not only
says, ‘‘come unto me,’”’ but ‘“follow me.” If we come,

They have found salvation, and why trouble

end then do not follow, it'is evident that we lmve not
given him the whole heart.

Do you want to have peace as a river—to have light
that shines more and more, walk on in the path of life;
be ever adding ¢‘to your faith virtue, and -to -virtue
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to tem-
perance patience, and to patience godliness, and to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kind-
ness charity.” You cannot embrace & more fatal er-
ror than that religion is like a diamond, perfect and
finished when we receive it, and only to he treasured
up until we die, and then presented as our ticket of
admission into Heaven. One or two of the parables,
as that of the pearl of great price, and the treasure
hid in the field, might seem to teach this. But the ob-
Jject in them is only to show the value, and not the na-
ture of salvation. In other parables, ag well s in
many exhortations, the idea here suggested is set be-
fore us with great force and earnestness.

Suppose that a friend should bring you a young
tree and say, you plant this in good ground, and cul-
tivgte it, it will boar for yéu besutiful blossowis and
luscious fruit, and it will bear more and more every
year. You take the scion, admiring it and rejoiging
in its possession. You set it out in some corner of
your lot where the ground is bard, and an overhang-
ing roof keeps off from it both thé sunshine and the
showers, and then when it tries to put forth a few
sickly leaves, you go and pick them off. Treating the
tree thus, you wonder that you do not have the blos-
soms and the fruit that were promised. Alas, how
forgetful and foolish you are! You have not complied
with any of the conditions. You not only fail to oul~
tivate the tree, but refuse to let it grow. - .

There-are Christians who seem to be jast so forget-
ful and foolish. They are told to grow in grace, but
they make no effort to cultivate piety. They- give to
religion the hardest, coldest, and shadiest place in
their hearts. They think only about Christ for a few
moments at night, when they are too weary and sleepy
to think of anything else. The best hours, the best
energies are given to the world, and then they wonder
that they do not have all the peace and joy that are
promised to the faithful followers of the Ssmour——
Herald & Recorder.

“Boorish Boys and Glrls.

Dip you ever see & well-dressed boy or girl ¢compel
a poor woman oarrying & big basket or bundle to step
off the sidewalk ? I have, and have also deen a glogsy--
coated boy or a silk-clad miss give such poor person a
look of scorn which seemed to say:

¢TI am china, you are delf. Get out of my way!
How dare you presume to stand in my path ?”’

¢““You civilized little boor,” I have said to mysel? at
such a sight, ¢ you haven’t a particle of politeness in
you. If you had, you would pity that burdeued wom-
an and get out of her way.”

If I have such an impolite boy or g1r1 among: my
readers, I wish they would take a lesson from the' life
of Napoleon. -When he was on the island of St. Hele-
na he walked out with a lady one day. ‘A poor man
with a heavy pack met them. The lady kept straight
on, but the ex-emperor gently waved he¥ on one slde,z
saying, ‘ Respect the burden, madam.”

Lespect the burden! That’s a good motto. You lel
find that most of your schoolmates and friends carry
burdens of some sort. Not on their backs, perhaps,
but in their hearts. Little Maggie, for example, cax-
ries a burden of bashfulnegs. Respect it by. basing
kind and gentle to the little ome. Your friend Rob-
ert, whom you call & ““slow coach,” carries a burden
of dullness. Respect it by explaining his lessons to
him. Your mother carries & burden of siékness, your
father of care and work. Respect their burdens: by
giving them love, and obedience, and help. In shoit,
you must respect everybody’s burden whom you know,
and thus help make the world ‘happier. Do- you un-
derstand? Yes! Very good. Then mind you re-
spect the burden !—8. S. Advocate.

Tur children who despise age are likely to receive
the retributive justice of being desplsed by their own
descendants.
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Smmuali&m as It Is.

‘THE testﬁm(my m‘E an dpponent in favor of any truth,
is aeknowieéfged by all as the highest kind of evi-
dence H so the testlmony of a'friend against any error,
ig evidence equal,ly good, on that side of the question.
Wq have récgived 2 tract entitled ¢ Spiritualism As It
1s,” by Wm. B. Potter, M. D., New York.
ter is a Spiritualist Jecturer, and offers his services
to speak, hold circles, form societies, &c.;
like his co;lqborers ke foels called upon to denounce

The wri~
but un-

and expose the iniquities that inhere in that villainous
system. He takes up the subject under four heads:
Manifestations, Teachings, Tendencies, and Explana-
Unda} the Iieadipg of the teachings of Spirit—
na,lfism,‘ he séjv{s :

tions.

¢+The teadhings and theories given through the dif-
ferent. maniféstations, are as various as it is possible to
oonceive. - Indeed, few of the devoted *seekers after
truth under dificulties! are aware of the endless con-
tradictions and absurdities that are mixed up with the
most exalted Truths and the most profound Philoso-
phies. We have room for only a tithe of them, for we
hayve not yet found the first question or subject about
which they @o not contradict each other. We have
spent hours fa reading and listening to long and very
ingenious communications, through unconscious media,
to. prove thatit is all.the effeets of mundane causes,
and: that theze iz no conscious identity. of the spirit af-
ter the dentlf. of:the.body. That: the spirit, like the
hody, decoriposes-afier death and enters into new com-
binations. .

“We ape t&ught that God is a person; that He is
impersonal; that He is omnipotent; that Heis govern-
ed by nature’s laws; that every thing is God; that there
isno God; thai we are gods, We are taught that the
soul is eternal ; that it commences its existence at
conception, at bl.rth, at maturity, at old age. That all
are immoxta), that some are immortal, that none are
immortal.. That the soul is a winged monad in the
qpln,ter,of the brain, that it gets tired, and goes down
into the stomach to resf; that it is material, that it is
immaterigly; that:it is unchapgeable; that it changes
like the bo@g, that it dies. with the body, that it is de-
veloped Ahy:the hody, that it js.human in.form, that it
sout, ferm, that it is in but.one place at. a time,
t};w,t. ity i,si, n.all places at-the.same time.

. ¢«“We are taught that the spirit world is on earth—

Jjust apove the ajr—beyond the milky way. That it
| has but one‘sphere—three spheres—six spheres—sev-
en spheres«—thirty-gix spheres—an infinite number of
gpheres. That it is a real, tangible world, that it ig
all:a creation of the mind of the beholder, and appears
differentrto differont spirits. That it is inbabited by
animals, birds, eta,, that.they.do not inhabit it. That
itis afseh Qﬁxether, that it.is a plain, that it has moun-
tainsy lazk' and-yalleys, thatitis a belt around the
earth.- . aré taught: that.the spirits eat food—live
by. abﬂoirphonalme op magnetism—thoughts—love,
That they contril;media by will-power, by magnetism,
by entexing med}a, by standing by their side, by an
influence beyondz.oun astmos;ﬂmre, by permission of the
Lord. .

“That splms converse by thought-reading, by oral
language.: That their music is barmony of soul, that
it s instrumental and vocsl. That-they live single;
in.groups-ofinine. That they marry without having
offgpring ;: that they:have offspring by mortals; that
they have:offspring by each other. That their mar-
riage is temporary ;. that it is eternal. That spirits
never live again in the flesh; that they do return, and
enter infant bodzes, and live many lives in the flesh.
Tfmt som are born ﬁyst in.the spheres, and after-
wards are born on earth in the fiesh. That the true

affinity i born in the spirit world at the same time
that the counterpart is born on earth, That all spirits
are good ; that some are bad; that all progress, that
some progress; that none progress; that some retro-
gress and become deyils. .

“We are taught that those that act the worst pro-
gress the fastest; that we must go through hell to get
to Heaven; thata drunkard ‘will become more no-
blethan she otherwisecould.” Thatsin isalesser degree
of righteousness. 'That there ig no high, no low, no

good, no bad.  That murder is right, lying is right,
slavery is right, adultery is right. 7That whatever is, is
right.

“That nothing we can do, ean injure the soul, or
retard its progress.  That it is wrong to blame any;
that none should be punished; that man is a machine,
and not to blame for his conduct. That we must have
charity ; that we must not expose iniguity, because it
will harden the guilty.

“We are also taught that Spirituslists are apt to be
worse than. others. That time is not known in the
spirit world. That new planets are peopled by spirits,
taking on natural bodies, and propagating.  That at-
oms of matter are in the form of men, and once had
tails. That all things constantly give off images that
are immortal. 'That the spirit of the tree exists in
perfect form afier the tree is burnt. That monads
are God’s thoughts and go through all forms of rocks,
trees, animals, and at last become men. That we see
by a positive radiation, that goes out from the eyes,
and touches things. That thoughts are living entities,
and may flow down the arm on. to the paper, if that
is burnt, they float around. That spirit is substance,
in absolute condensation; that matter is substance,
whose particles never touch. That sexual union is
necessary to health and development, that it is a great
help to media to get spiritual elements, but, if the par-
ties are not adapted, it is a great imjury and an
awful wrong.” &c.

Such are some of the absurdities, follies, and con-
tradictions, of Spiritualism. And the writer assures us
that all these; and many more which he names, he hag
heard given by mediums or read in communications.
A very attractive system is it not, to be entrusted with
And yet with all these disgust-
ing discrepancies on their polluted hands, Spiritualists

our eternal interests !

will foam out their insane ravings over what in their
estimation are a few contradictions in the Bible, as<
serting that on this account it is only fit to be trampled
under foot!

Under the head of the Tendency of Spiritualism, we
quote the following which needs no comment:

_ ““The tendencies of Spiritualism, like its teachings,
are too numerous to mention, We will but glance at a
few of the most prominent: Free-Love, Progression,
Individualism, ete.

“One of the oldest, if nof the most influential
gpiritual paper, has several noted Free-Lovers, and
libertines, as special and honored correspondents.

“Parting husbands and wives, is one of the notori-
ous tendenecies of Spiritualism. . The oldest and most
influential teacher of Spiritualism, has had two wives,
each of whom he encouraged to get divorced before he
married them. When one of the most eloquent trance
speakers left her husband, he came out, and stated
that he knew of sixty cases of media leaving compan
iong. We heard one of the most popular impressional
gpeakers say to a large audience, that she was com-
pelled by spirits to secede from a husband with whom
she was living very happily. We lately heard a very
intellectual, eloguent and popular normal speaker say,
in an eloquent address to a large convention of Spirit-
ualists, that < he would to God that it had parted twen-
ty, where it had parted one.’ In short, wherever we
go, we find this tendency in Spiritualism.”

He says again, p. 18. ¢ Themags who are well dis-
posed but easily influenced by bad example and im-
moral teachings, would be injured by the licentious and
immoral example and teaching, so common, at present,
in Spiritualism.” '

Again, in pleading for an organization of orderly
Spiritualists, he says, p. 21: ¢ Licentiougness being

a predomingnt (the italics ave his) and noforious evil in
Spiritualism, especial care and the. utmost pains should
be taken to exclude it, and every appearance of it.”

In regard to the spheres the writer informs us that
¢ the first sphere is occupied by the vilest and most
degraded whites, and gross, undeveloped negroes, in-
dians and savages; that the second sphere is occupied
by selfish, brutal, whites, and parily developed savages,
and half-eivilized people.” p. 15.

Then he says on page 16, that < no spirit can, by any
possibility, magnetize any one more than one sphere
below himself;” and ¢“as all mortals, while in the
fiesh, are in the first sphere, it follows that no medis
on earth ever has been, or can be, magnetized by any
spirit above the second sphere, and all claims of being
directly controlled by spirits of the higher spheres, will,
in every case, be found to be a mistake or a falsehood.”

He says also on p. 28: ¢ Recollect that no spirit
higher than the second sphere, cver has, or ever can
personally control mortals, millions of ¢laifosto the con-
trary, notwithstanding.”

Again he says, p. 16, “Not one per cont of the
manifestations have had a higher origin than the first
and second spheres. These spheres being full of low, ig-
norant, deceptive, mischievous, selfish, and egotistical
spirits, fond of controlling media, they have, by read-
ing the minds of mortals, and picking up old poetry,
essays, and the floating notions of the times, with a
few facts obtained from higher spheres, passed. them-
selves off, for our friends and relatives, and the great
and good of all ages.”

A pretty good confession of the deception of this de-
lusion, from whatever source it may come. Vet the
writer exhorts hig friends to stick to the indlans, the
tips, raps, and humble manifestations, and they will
be sure to find enough to convince them of the exist-
ence of the spirit of man after death. Verily these
“prutal whites” and half-developed ‘“savages,” have
a great and lofty mission assigned to them!

Thig theory of the occupants of- the second sphere
will probably account for the great number of indian
spirits that have sought out their mediums. On this
ground it doubtless happens that one with whom, Sev-
enth-day Adventists once had some.acquaintance, now
has for his oommuniocating spirit a cextain indian chief,
Owasso. (Be assured nothing less than a <« chigf”
would satisfy the aspirations of the “reverend” character
which he now assumes,) ]iutvthis‘india,n,,qhief}thqwgh
he. i3, is.mot yet developed-enough, it seems, to read
the time from the face of a clock, and is no niore oivli-
ized than to wake up his medium by slapping him in
the face with a ponderous boot!

There are some specimens of humanity, whiph,,h_am
become go.gross that the Devil cannot. reach. them by
personating any decent and respeotable individual.
But let him personate a slobbering idiot, or & brutal
savage, and they will swallow down the delusion with
evident gusto !

But our aunthor, in.the vain.expeetation that light
can be brought out of darkness, hopes to see a pure
order: of Spiritualism established; whick he would de-
nominate the ¢ Angellc Dispensation.”
be says, p. 20:

« We say Angelic Dispensation to distinguish it from,
the, Disorderly. Dispensation, ofi: undeveloped -spinits,
which has, up to the present.time (Jung.1865),-s0.
greatly. predeminated, that Spirituslisre is suggestive,
of Free-Love Afinities, Disondén and Sensualism.

“ After years of carefulinvestigation, we arecompell~
ed, much against our inclinations; to admits that: more
than half of our traveling media, speakers and promi-
nent Spiritualists, are guilty of immoral and licentious
practices, that have justly provoked the abhorrence of
all right-thinking people. They have been so power-
fiil and persistont. that nearly every effort by organi-
zation, or. otherwise, to reform, restrain, or exclude
them, has proved a fajlure At the National Spiritual
Convention, at Chicage ealled to consider the .question
of a National Organization, the only.plan approved by

On this point
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the Committee, especially provided that.no charge should
ever bo entertained sgainst any member, and that any
person, without any regard to his or her moral charac-
ter might become & member.”

We need quote no further, nor make further remarks.
Spiritualists, those of them whe still wish to maintain
4 show of decency, will doubtless repudiate both Mr.
Potter and his book; but it is just as good authority
ag any of their works. With all the other downward
tendencies of the age, there is an increasing love for
freedom from every moral restraint, and the unbridled
practice of licentiousness, and every evil. Were it not
8o, Spiritualism would die for want of votaries. But
as it Is, it stalks through the land like a gigantic yet
squalid s'pec‘tei‘, ‘teeking with its Sodomitish pollutions,
and gathering to its embrace the low the lecherous and
the vile.

The Last Outlines Filling Up.

Tur alarming incréase of iniquity at the present day
is arresting the attentlon of the observing everywhere.
To these who have not listened to the wvoice of the
prophiets, it appears strange. They cannot see why
wickedness of every name and new and unheard of
kinds, should be so much more prevalent now than in
former years, or why men should be so much more in-
But the student of prophecy looks up-
on these things far differently. To him it would ap-
pedr strange if it were not so; for he knows that by a
hundred diffexent chaing of evidence the woxd of God
gives ummistakable proof that we have veached the
last dayws;- and whon the.last days should come, the
same word tells-ds that evil men and seducers should
WwaX Worse, a:n,({i~ ﬁdfsa, sooffers: shouyld, multiply, ini-
quity should abound, and that it'should be as i the
days of Noah, when viclence filled all the land. He
therefore looks for smeh things, ai},d expects them to
increase more and more till:the end:; for the word: of

clined: to evil,

God never fails to conneet.

The following items give a:little. glimpse of the state:
of thihgs upon which we are entering. Says & Hart-
ford (Ct.) paper:

“One of our Hartford policemen recently had occa-
sion to arrest, in an adjoining town, a,fellow who had
been conterned.in a burglary, and whom he had known
in _boyhood the two, being schoolmates and intimate.
friends., The person told the policemen that there
was hkeiy to be a great increase of burglary in Hart-
ford and other g,ltxes from this time forth. He stated
that.the thieves and burglars were banded together in
a secret organization which extended throughout the
Union. These burglars, he said, have, in many cases,
for the last three ox four yeéars, had no oceasion. to ply
their avocatlon, having obtained all the money they
needed in another way—as. bounty-jumpers and sub-
stitute-brokers in large cities. Now, however, the
war having ended, these fast gentry begin to find them-

. selves getting short of funds, and this fellow’s opinion

was that they would return to their old business of
house-breaking, and with their number doubled by the
state of things existing for the last four. years. In
confirmgtion of the truth of this theory, our police say
that they have: had double the usual number of such
cases dlimng the laat ten or twelve days. And we see
the same. marked increase of burglaries by armed and
desperate fellows in various. parts of New York State
during the past fortnight. It would seem that with
the, close of the war a.swarm of villainous desperadoes

~ has beﬁn let loose upon the community.”

Says the Chicago Journal:

¢« Crime ig rampant in Chicago.
doukti the fact, and it.is folly to disguise it. Indeed,
wo conld,not apnceal it if we would, . . . . There is
something for:'us to fear nearer to us than-any rival
city; ox.any envious commercial competitor. It is in
our ownymidst:  Our enemy is within our own walls.
He is pewerful, and as industrious as he is powerful.
His- name: is-erime. Ho. loves. darkness better than
light, beeause his deeds are evil; but he walks abroad

It is: impossible- to

by day because he has learned audacity from success:
¢ Our local columns teem with highway-robberies,
house-breakings, pocket-Plckmgs, and the marvelous
achxevements of the ‘confidence’ sharpers. The cur-
tain of njight is scarcely down before, the villains are
abroad and busy, - In, the:early grey of the evening,
on the most frequented avenues, the henest and uns
guspecting. citizen is -hugged to silence in the arms. of
one garroter, while the fingers.of anothex lift. his wateh.
from itg fob, and his purse from its poeket.”
Another exchangg says: '

“A school was recently opened near Zanesville;
Ohio, where burglary, pocket-picking, tricks in gaib- g
Quite |
| should: be the sign of hid secomd; coming: and of the

ling, counterfeiting, &e., were actually taught.
9 class of young boys had been organized when the
exigtence of the ¢institution’ was discovered and at
once terminated.” ' - :

Bribery and corruption stalk shamelessly in the com-
nmunity. Says an exchange:

¢ Montreal—the headquarters of the rebel conspira-
tors in Canada—must be a city of nice morals. On
an examination into its police affairs, it appeared that
some of the councilmen were under pay by the houses

of ill-fame, and a fund was raised.by the keepers of
these houses to fee the police authorities to prevent

arrest. Other members of the 6ity government were
paid to connive at various infractions of the laws.”’

To obtain money, the most horrible outrages: are
committed. The atrocities of the inquisition are equal~
led, if not ex¢elled. The Natchez Courier has partic-

ulars of a brutal outrage on the person of Mr. Henry |

Spann, living near Harrisonburg, La. It says:

¢The desperadoes demanded of Spann his money;
when on being told he-had.none, they “bucked’ him,
and procuring willow switchesy a villain stood en each
side, and whipped kim until they extoried all his money,
amounting to $1,600. They again made another de-
mand for money, which was refused by Spann, on the
ground of his having none. They then took the un-
fortunate man, “bucked’ him, and-placed-both his feet
in the fire, literally roasting them. After this hellish
deed they left, without procuring sny more money.
The next evening these villains returned, set fire to
Spann’s house, burning the same, as well as all his
household effeets and other property.”

Western Tour.

Ar the time of our last report we were at La Salle,

I1l., on our way to the Princeville meeting. The ho-
tel keeper called us at 4 A: M. to take the cars at 4:
80, after we had been kept awake till midnight by
continual tramping and talking in the hall. We
reached Chillicothe station at 7 A. M., where teams
were waiting to take us and our baggage to the place
of meeting. About one mile out of the village we
stopped by the road-side to take breakfast consisting
of crackers, venerable simply from age, buns which
were imported from Battle Creek through the American
Express, and one quart of sweet milk purchased of a
farmer. on whose borders we were being refreshed,
As we had eaten nothing for eighteen hours, and then
only crackers and buns at the depot, we enjoyed our
breakfast with a keen relish, and were soon on our
way, refreshed, for Princeville.
. We stopped during our meetings with the family of
Bro. H. C. Blanchard, elder of the Princeville church,
who did all'in their power to make us comfortable
and happy.

The brethren hold their meetings in the Christian
chapel, the largest of the three chapels in.the place.

Our congregations: were not. large owing to. limited
circulation of the appointment, bitter prejudice in the
place, and perhaps some wrongs in a. portion of the
church which we tried to correct.

much. good, although.we cannot speak of much 'free-
dom, in the word., It seemed to. us that some of our
brethren there were getting narrowed up too much in
their viewsand feelings, and that instead of having a

gathering influence, they were pursuing & course that
would not only close the ears-of those not in the faith, i
" down the vengeance of. the day of God? And there

but would scatter the- believers.

“jto Chillicothe to take the oars fqr Towa. .

who never so much as professed religion,

tion ?

We are happy to vepert that Bre., Blanghard.hag nog
felt disposed to take.extreme positions, gnd; we ‘trust
all the church in the future will be.ready to. hold. up
his hands while he endeavors to take,a .aqnaistant,,
straight- forward course.

It is)a pleasure to here spesk of the km,dmas qﬁ
brethren Ferris and Dubois.in taking:us. o, the .placer

of meeting, and that also of brethren Merritt, amd

Johnson who eared for ug.at their homes, and teok; us
e We

The: World’s Gonmsion a Fable. No. 2,

o ———g

WaEN: our- Savmoum Wad: aaked of his drsclpfnes what

end of the world; he gave: a skebeh:of! evenits readhing
over the period-of the pregent.dispensation:te the end.

| Matt: xxiv; 6-14. As he approackes thevéind: of the
| gospel age, afterpredicting the.false prophets of <the
| present.day;: he says;. “And beealise inighity -shall
Fabound, the ldve of many shall wax. celd

But hel
that shall endure unte. the: end: the same :shall be
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom. shall be
preached in all the world for & witness untol aﬂ A,
tions; and then sheall the end come.”

The pereeptive facultiesy of some ave 80 very mcurte;
that they faney they see the world’s conwersion im the:
fact. that- the gospel was to be preached.for a witness:
to all nations. They forget:that the gospel, as ai wit-
ness, may condemn, and not.convert, like the preach-
ing of Noah, of whom it is said, ‘‘ he condemned the
world.” Heb. xi, 7. Paul, speaking of the. sound of
the  gospel, which ¢ went inte all the .earth,” seys;
“But. they have naot all obeyed. the gospel: For'
Bsaias. saith, Lond,;. who:bath believed eurlr’efp@rt bise

Rom:. », 16.

Asgain, the context; mstead oﬂpreddetlmg theconver-
sion of the world imthelast daysj foretells the very
reverse—apostasy from love to Ghrigt, of the << mamy’’
professons of higrelgion. ¢ The love of many shall wax
cold,” “because iniquity shall. abound.” This plainly
speaks of apostasy; for it cannot be said of those
that their
love has. grown colds I think Campbell’s version
says, ¢ The love of the greater number -ghall cogl;”
clearly assertmg that the majorify, bﬁamngg the Chris-
tian name. will be. involved in this almest, umversn,l
apostasy. ‘“But,” says our ‘Saviour, “he that shall
endure unto the end”——he that shall stem. the current
of this- general declension, and endure.faithfully the
opposition and persecution coming from the many that.
have turned against God and hig truth——¢the. same.
shall be saved,” saved from the general wreek, and
accepted of Christ at his coming.

In perfect harmony with this, is.the testimony oft
Paul to Timothy. ¢ In. the last days:perilous times:
shall come. For men. shall be lovers. of their own.
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,. blagphemers,. digo-
bedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without ngtu-~
ral affection, truce-breakers, false accusers,, inconti-
nent, fierce, despisers.of. those. that are.goed,. traitors,,
heady, high-minded,. lovers. of pleasure. more than
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but. deny~
ing the power thereof: from such turn.away.” 2 Tim,
ii, 1-6.

The last: days of. the dispensation. will-be-distin-
guished, not by glorious, but by perilous times—not:
by the conversion of the  world, but a falling away
from the Christian faith, and by iniquity abeunding!

| among those who have the form of godlinesss; . for-it:id

said concerning all the. abominable -charaoters .des
seribed in the text, that they have a form of godliness;:
but deny the power. Now, none canfail-to see, who
have any discernment in spiritual things, that:this.
state of apostasy and corruption iy prevailingtoran:

'alarming extent at the present time.. Whathope can:
'reasonably be entertained that-this state of: things

We trust our meetings at.Princeville will.result in iwill suddenly change, and: a. corrupted: Christianity:

not only work its own cure, hut convert the wwrorlds
that is in the very depths of wickedness:and degrada-
Ts it not selfrevident; in the.abgence of: all
geriptures teaching:the reverse, that-the present. state:
of declension. andi wickedness will.inorease till:the:
oup of iniquity shall be filled to overfiowing and draw:
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dre no ‘seriptires” which foretell the conversion of the
world, but all aré harmonious in-teaching that < evil
mén and seducers shall wax worse and worse,”’ until a
state gimilar to that of the antediluvians and Sodom-
ites will call for swift vengeance aiid sudden’ destrue-
tion from Hoa¥én, mi igf the éurth empty and deso-
late, as prediotéd:i: ,rﬁ:merous ‘pfophicies of the word
of God. °

Resder, bo-etbrodted «to make a speedy preparation
for ‘the terriblé evbrts of the tremendous day of the
wrath of God:and of the Lamb. Do not be deceived
by thie dedephividreatns of those who have a name to
live and are dead—those who flatter themselves and
others that there iz a good time coming, that the
world is to be eonverted, while they are lowering the
standard of godliness to the very dust. Woe to the
world when it shall be converted to such a type of
Christianity ! ¢ The day of the Lord cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land des-
olate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of
it.” .Are you prepared to escape thosé things that
shall come to pass, and stand before the Son of man?
Get ready, get ready! Now while mercy lingers for
you, while Jesus yet pleads, make haste to avail your-
self of offered pardon; by embracing ¢ the command-
mentg of God and the faith of -Jesus.”” The life-boat
is out—the lagt- reférmation is being preached—the
last effort of tar. gracious God is being made to save
men from the general wreck, and bring them into the
ark of safety. The days of Noah are upon us, but a
message has mercifully been prepared to gather out a
people that shall be saved. Rev. xiv, 9-12. This
message is-dbifg its work. Hasten to embrace it, and
live according to its teachings. So you may escape
the wrath of the Lamb, and be able to exclaim with
all the living saints in the day of Christ’s appearing,
“This is our .God, we have waited for him, and he
will save us; this is the Lord: we will be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.” Isa. xxv.

R. ¥. CoTTRELL.

" Testimony Verified.

T was much interested in the facts published in the
Review, confirmatory of the testimony of Spiritual
Gifts Vol. iii, in regard to the origin of coal beds. In

the same volume we have the following interesting)

testimony, in regard to the serpent medium, made use
of by Satan to deceive our first parents.

¢¢The gserpent had Dot the power of speech, but Sa-
tan used him as a3 medium, It was Satan that spoke,
not the serpent. Eve was deceived and thought it
was the serpent. This serpent was a very beautiful
oresture with wings; and while fiying through
the air, his‘appéarance was very bright, resembling
the color of .burnished “gold.” He did not'go on the
ground, but went from place to place through the air,
and ate fruit hke man.” Spiritual Gifts, Vol. iii, pp.
39, 40.

In harmony with the above, we have the following
from ¢ Notes Critical and Explanatory on the Book of
Genesis,” by  Melancthon W. Jacobus, Professor of
Biblical Literature and Exegesis, in the Theological
Seminary at- Allegany, Pa.

¢ The animal serpent is here primarily referred to,
ag: possessing: qualities which fitted it to be the agent
of ‘the tempter.
had created; and which Adam, with his knowledge cf
them; had n$med, this one was MORE subtle than all
the other beadts'of the field. This term subile is else-
where rendered cwfty,’ ‘pradent,” Job v, 12, Prov.
xii, 16. : E

As the human pair was to be tempted in regard to
knowledge, there is: deep meaning in this statement,
that the serpent was the most subtle of all the animals.
It is most likely that this animal was then, before the
curse, the most knowing and prudent, as it is now
overywhere the symbol of low artifice and degraded
malignity.

- <That there was a- real serpent in this transactxon
odgnnot be. deubted any more than we can doubt the
realhistory throughout. * * ¥ Some have sought te
turn this higtory of the temptation into an allegory. But
it-wears the 4ame aspect of -historical detail as the rest
of the narrative. Others have understood that there

Among all animal tribes which God |

is here only the animal serpent. But we understand
the literal serpent as the agent of a superior being,
who was the real tempter, not merely that Satan
was now acting in the form of the serpent. It is plain
that here was a person, having intellect and moral
sense—having speech and reasoning powers, such ag
do not belong to the brute ereation. * ¥ ¥ Objectors
say it is not likely that the Devil would have assumed
such an unsightly shape, but a more attractive one.
Yet this objection begs the question. We may
suppose that this kind of serpent had originally a
very attractive form, and received its more degraded
and groveling habits in the curse. The term nachash

is the term used in Num. xxi, 6: but with the Hebrew.

term ‘sé_raph,’——translated, ‘fiery serpent.’ Tt is ‘‘the
seraph serpent,’ which God there sent among the peo-
ple. The term seraph in Hebrew means fery. And
this kind of serpent was probably a glistening creature,
and may have been so far attractive, even after the
fall, while the kindred terms of nachash mean brass
and enchantment, all giving the impression of some
bright, glowing, and fascinating appearance, as the
oviginal idea. And as ©the nackask’ in Numbers seems
to have been a flying serpent and seraphic, the whole
idea is akin to that of ‘an angel of light,” and would
seem to be the basis of that New Testament reference
to this transaction. The term nackask with a different
adjective is used in Job xxvi, 18, of Satan, ¢¢he crooked
serpent,’and in Isa. xxvii, 1, of Leviathan,—where it

may mean the nachish fallen.”
M. E. CornNEpLL,

Tithes and Offerings.

Wit my substance I will honor
My Redeemer and my Lord ;
Were ten thousand worlds my manor,
All were nothing to his word;
Hallelujah !
Now we offer to the Lord.

While the heralds of salvation
His abounding grace proclaim,
Let the saints of every station
Gladly join to spread his fame;
Hallelujah!
Gifts we offer to his name.

May his knowledge be promoted ;
May the sealing message go;
Be to him these gifts devoted,
For to him my all T owe;
Hallelujah !
Run, ye heralds, to and fro.

Praise the Saviour, all ye nations,
Praise him, all ye hosts above;
Shout with joyful acelamations,
His divine, victorious love:
Hallelujah! -
By this.gift our love we’ll prove.

Selected and altered for Review, by R. F. Cottrell.

Fourth Annual Session of the Vermont State
Conference,

Ta1s meeting was held at West Enosburgh, Vt., Fri-
day, June 16, according to appointment. Meeting
opened with prayer by Eld. J. N. Andrews. Creden-
tials of delegates were then called for and read by the
Chair. Twelve delegates were present, representing
elevenr churches.

The Secretary not being present, A. C. Bourdeau
was appointed Secretary pro tem. On motion of A. C.
Bourdeau, Bro. J. N. Andrews was invited to take a
part with us in our deliberations. The minutes of the
last meeting were read and approved. The reports
from the churches were read by the Secretary.

The ministers belonging to the Conference being in-
vited to read their reports on labors, receipts, and ex-
penses, the following brethren responded: S. Pierce,
A. Stone, A. S. Hutchins, and A. C. Bourdeau. Bro.
Andrews read the report from D. T. Bourdeau.

Oxn motion, the Chair was authorized to appoint a
committee of seven to nominate officers for the ensu-
ing Conference year, whereupon the following breth-
ren were appointed to constitute that committee, viz.,
J. N. Andrews, A. 8. Hutchins, A Stone, H. Bingham,
L. Bean, Wm. White, and H. Peck.

Adjourned to half-past 2 o’clook ». m.

Afternoon session, Prayer by Bro. Hutchms The
Treasurer’s report was then called for and acdepted,
showing the following resalt: - '

Cash in Treasury at cloge of lagt Confer-

ence year, $124,77
Received during the year, 608,12
Total, $727,89
Paid to ministers, $621,565
Paid to D. T. Bourdeau, expenses to
Battle Creek, Mich., 25,00
Paid on MlSSIOnary Fund, 50,00
Cash on hand to balance, 31,84
Total, - $727,89

The erection of the meeting-house at Enosburgh was
brought up for the consideration of the Conference;
and in view of the fact that such a house is needed for
State Conferences and large gatherings, and that the
church in Enosburgh have contributed largely to this
enterprise, and is the only church in Vermont which
is sufficiently numerous to bear the burdens in enter-
taining such meetings, on motion of Bro. J. N. An-
drews it was

RBesolved, That the Chair be authorized to appoint a
committee to solicit means to meet the indebtedness
incurred by A. C. Bourdeau in the erection of the
meeting-house and shed belonging to it.

Brn. H. Bingham, F. T, Wales, and E. Colby were
appointed a committee to solicit means from the breth~
ren present, and the following brethren were appoint-
ed a committee to solicit means from the friends in
their respective localities: M. Gould, F. T. Wales, A.
Cross, I. Stanhope, B. Colby, 8. W. Willey, A. Stone,
H. K. Pike, L. J. Hall, and W. G. Kendall.

Adjourned to Sunday morning, at half-past 7.

Met according to adjournment; prayer by A. C.
Bourdeau. On motion of Bre. Andrews it was

Resolved, That the churches belonging to this Con-
ference be requested to settle up their 8. B. fund to
June 1, and then organize their 8. B. so as to com-
mence their financial year with the Conference year,
and that our preachers are expected to see that this
work is done atb once.

Resolved, That we request the churches to devote
their whole s. B. fund to the Conference treasury, and
that the clerk of each church is requested to make im-
mediate returns to the Conference Secretary of the
amount of their 8. 8. fund for the ensuing year.

Voted, That the.church at Jamaica be received into
the Vermont Conference.

The credentials of the following ministers were re-
newed: Stephen Pierce, Albert Stone, D. T. Bourdeau,
and A. C. Bourdeau. ’

The committee on nominations reported as follows:
For President, S. Pierco; Secretary, D. T. Bourdeau;
Treasurer, A. C. Bourdeau; Executive Committee, 8.
Pierce, D. T. Bourdeau, and A. C. Bourdeau.

The report of the committes was accepted, and the
brethren named were elected to the respective offices
to which they were nominated.

Moved, That the doings of this Gonference be pre-
pared by the Secretary to be published in'the Advent
Review. Carried.

Adjourned to the call of the committee.

'S. PrERoE, l’reszdcnr,
" A. C. Bourpravu, Seerciary.

A Double Entity.

A

It is an old saying, ¢ There are none so blind as
those who will not see.” How often do we see this
verified in those who persistently cling to some error
that has no foundation only in the oreed of the church,
and made popular by the great majority’s believing it,
while to the most casual observer who is not biased by
prejudice, superstition, and bigotry, its inconsistencies
are most glaringly apparent. For instance, the idea
of a double entitj, or two real beings after death, and
but one before.

How often do we hear preachers of the orthodox
stripe saying on funeral occasions, ¢ Our brother is
not dead, but is ranging the sweet fields above; his
hands are handling the harp of gold, his feet are walk-
ing the golden streets, his eyes are viewing the gloxi-
ous beauties of the New Jerusalem,” and similar ex-
pressions. But while performing their services at the
grave they tell us, «“We here deposit our brother in
the dust, here to sleep until the trump of the resurrec-

=
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tion morn shall awake him again to life and immor-
tality.” . .

Now how is this? Did death from ome create or
produce two real beings, having eyes, hands, feet, and
all the other orgains necessary to constitute real be-
ings? Or did the oné who, while the funeral obse-
quies wete performing, was so happily employed in
Heaven, leave that blissful place and descend to earth,
and while with slow and solemn pace the procession
moved toward the open grave, enteér the narrow house
and take up it§ abode in the dark and silent tomb,
there to rest till the morn of the resurrection?

Now, friend ¢ Orthodox,” which of these positions
will you take? To be consistent with your own
preaching you are bound to take one or the other. Or
will you with Solomon take the more consistent and
seriptural position that ¢ the dead know not anything ?”
Beol. ix, 5, or with the Psalmist; ¢ His breath goeth
forth, . . . in that very day his thoughts perish?”
Ps. cxlvi, 4, or with Paul,  These all died in faith,
not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off 2”7 Heb. xi, 18, or with Christ, < For
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the
just?”  Luke xiv, 14.

D. ArNoLD.

Fulton, N. Y.

ettt

The Coming of Our Saviour!

How we long for it! With what earnest hope do
we look forward to the time when he shall come with
clouds, when every eye shall see him, and they also
that pierced him shall behold him!

Propheciés are fast fulfilling, signs are fast pro-
claiming that the end is near. While those who have
given themselves up to the enjoyments of the world,
and care not to.look at the signs of the times, are
comforting themselves, hoping to enjoy long years of
pleisure here, those who believe in the soon coming of
our Saviour feel to hope and rejoice anew; for they
know that this has been spoken of by holy men of old;
and they feel it to be another waymark on their jour-
ney homeward.

How does it cheer the lonely, faithful ones, as they
hear that the coming of their Lord draweth nigh. It
is then the righteous dead will be raised, for ¢ the
Lord himself shall descend with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of Ged,
and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” It is then we
shall meet our dear departed friends, those who have
fallen asleep in the hope of the first resurrection, and
what a joyful:meeting will it be when friends, torn
from our loving embrace by the relentless hand of
death, will meet us, and as we receive their greetings,
what will be our joy as we think we shall never part
again! Let us listen to the apostle a little further:
«'I'hen we which are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, t0 meet the Lord
in the air; and o shall we ever be with the Lord.”
Oh, joyous thought! So- shall we ever be with the
Lord : be with our lovely Saviour. We shall behold
the ¢ glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God.”
We shall dwell in the beautiful eity, the New Jerusa-
lem, that glorious ¢ity of God which is eternal in the
Heavens. There the righteous shall dwell forever and
shall have right to the tree of life, and shall eat of
its immortal fruit. There we shall behold the heaven-
ly temple, the dwelling-place of the Most High.
There we shall walk those golden streets, shall gaze
at the pearly gates, and basking in the light of our
Father’s face,

¢ 8hall be forever blest.”
And in that fair land, there is no pain, no sorrow, or
death. And there shall be no more tears there; for,

¢« God’s own soft hand shall wipe the tears,
From every weeping eye.”’ .

Then let us be comforted, for we know that the
promise is sure, and if we are striving faithfully to
gerve him here, we ghall receive our reward. Let us
overcome daily through faith in the Lord Jesus, earn-
estly striving to be ready to meet him with joy at his
appearing. Saram J. WAKELING.

Memphis, Mich.

Cuoosn wisdom for thy friend.

Eph. i, 13.

‘Speaking Often One to Another.

ANoTHER good thing, besides prayer, for the Chris-
tian who wishes to do more for Christ, is to speak of-
ten on religious subject to those whor he can reach;
and this not merely to the impenitent, but also to fel-
low-believers. '

It is wonderful how much a weak-hearted Christian,
who has a great many discouragements; who is, very
likely, ill-positioned for the best religious privilege,
but who is still trying to live a Christian life, may be
cheered and stimulated by a few kind, earnest
words, as it were casually spoken, from some fellow-
believer. A layman has it in his power to do even
more good, in this way, than a pastor; because the
pastor, being expected, as a matter of course, to speak
of these things, his appeals are apt to take on a per-
functionary quality, and so blunt their own edge.
But when a brother church-member speaks about the
things of the Spirit, it seems to be unofficial, and so
more hearty, and somehow more real, and has an in-
creased power of moving the spirit.

Speak often one to another—ye Christian pilgrims on
the same road to the City of the Great King. Speak
often, and with sympathy. Be not ashamed of your
hope. Be not afraid of giving offense. Remember
how good a word fitly spoken.—Sel.

B&5 While the ery is going forth, repent ¢ while it
is yet called to-day,” and the Master is standing at
the door of every heart knocking for admission, let
me entreat you, fellow traveler to eternity—thou who
hast never given thy heart to God and hast no higher
object -of adoration than the mammon and pleasures
of this world, to ask thyself these questions: From
whence dost thou receive all thy enjoyments ? Who
is the giver of thy manifold blessings? And what
return dost thou make unto thy great Benefactor?
Echo, will answer, what?

The little dew-drops sparkling in the morning sun,
and the tiny songsters warbling forth their mellow
notes, the swelling budsand bursting flowers, in short,
all inanimate nature as it performs its numerous
though silent changes, speaks more audibly its great
Creator’s praise, and more truly adores the God of the
universe than thou! Oh! fellow mortal-—pause, I en-
treat thee—pause for a moment, and consider what
has been done for thee, before it be everlastingly too
late. Think of the ransom that has been given, the
price that has been paid, that thou mayest enjoy the
never-ending pleasures of eternity, rather than only
the few fleeting joys of earth. Raise thy voicein
prayer, perhaps for the first time ask God to shew
thee thy true condition, and to give thee faith to lay
hold on eternal life. Then shalt thou know and real-
ize for thyself that God is love.—Spurgeon.

Diving; ASSURANCE.—‘“ And it is the Spirit that
beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 1 John
v, 6. ¢ He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the
witness in himself.”” 1 John v, 10. ¢« Ye have receiv-
ed the Spirit of adoption, whereby we ery ¢Abba Fa-
ther.’” Rom. viii, 15. ¢ Who hath also sealed us,
and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”
2 Cor. i, 22. ¢ God hath given unto us the earnest of
the Spivit.” 2 Cor. v, 5.  “In whom also, after that

_ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of

promise, which-is the earnmest of our inheritance.”
¢ And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”
Eph. iv, 80. < Because ye are soms, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, orying
¢ Abba Father.”” Gal. iv, 6. ¢ Aud hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath giv-
en us.” 1 John iii, 84. ¢« The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit that we are the children of
God.” Rom. viii, 16. Truly the Christian’s assur-
ance is a most blessed one; and well may it be term-
ed “‘the full assurance of faith.” The Holy Ghost
is Heaven’s own testificr, whose testimony ferever
precludes the possibility of doubt. ¢« He shall testify
of me,”” said Jesus. He it is that worketh in the be-
liever the nature of Jesus, and then beareth so sweet
a testimony to his blessed work. Reader, have you
this divine assurance that you are a child of God?

To live in the heart of a truefriend is-thg highest
social bliss. But true friends are véry ¥are; aud as
precious as they are few in number. Trué. friendship -
hath its basis in a pure heart, and ig rich ‘in love. to
all, but especially to those who have a heart capable
of perfect reciprocity. ‘He that will have friends,
must show himself friendly.” There is a friend th'ia.f;
gticketh closer than a brother, who is evermore to Xbe
confided in and to secure his friendship is indeed the
chief good.—Sel. C

© A maN in New England, who recently invested two
hundred. dollars in-ome of the institutions which dis-
tribute articles of jewelry at one dollar each, got
watches and jewelry which purported to be worth five
hundred and ninety-nine dollars; but on sending his
prizes to the assay offlce to be melted, he found that
there was just nine dollars and sixty-two cents’ worth
of gold and silver in the let.

ot Letters,

“Phen they that feared'the Lord, spake often one to another.”

—~

. Ay This department of the paper iy designed for the brethren and.
sisters to freely and fully communicate with each other respocting
their hopes and determinations, conflicts and victoriés, attainments
and desires, in the heavanl¥ journey. Seek first a living experience
and then record it, carefully and prayerfully, for the comfort and
encouragement of the other members of the household of faith,

AN NSNS NN

From Bro. Rodman,

Bro. Wairk : I have just returned from Abington,
Ct., where I spent two Sabbaths, holding in all eight
meetings, I trustto profit; for the blessing of God wasg’
with us, manifesting itself in pointed testimony, with
hearty responses, as tears coursed their way down the
faces of some who appreciated the good word of the
Lord, faithfully spoken. : o

Last first-day T baptized two willing souls who have
recently embraced the commandments of God, calling
the Sabbath a delight, and the holy of the Lord hon-
orable. There are some more deeply interested, who
T hope will go forward in all the will of God, as taught
in his word, that perfect rule of action.

There are some in Abington and vicinity who are
decided to hold fast, and let no man take their erown.
QOthers need to be a little more humble, and earnest,
in cheerfully obeying the commandments, and keeping
the words of Jesus, and so be led by the counsel of
God in forming judgment as to their own duty, and
the duty of others in coming up fo all their engage-
ments, and being true to themselves and to God.

Organized s. B. from the first of May to Jan..1, 1868,
to the amount of 50 cis. per week.

~

P. C. RopmaN,

From Bro. Smith,

Bro. Wurre: I received the Review and books sent
by you. They have explained the way of eternal life
as recorded in God’s word, to my satisfaction. By
reading them I have been both edified and comforted.
T believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour and
Redeemer, and in his second appearing as recorded in
holy writ. My companion and myself are striving to
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus,
‘that we may have a part m the first resurrection: for
on such the second death hath no power.

- I believe we are living in the last days, and that the
time is at hand when it will be said to the dwellers of
earth, < He which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and.
he that is holy, let him be holy still.”” And, ¢“Behold.
I come quickly, and my reward is with me to give ev-
ery man according as his works shall be.” I beliéye
the commandments of God are binding, and should be
kept as they were written by God on Sinai’s mount.

Perbaps it may interest you to know how we first
became awakened to a sense of our obligation to keep,
the commandments as written by God. When my
companion was a .child, she attended Sunday-school.
Her teacher was a member of the Episcopal church..
She told her scholars that in the latter days there.

would be a new revelation concerning the command~ | [

ments of God. She thought much upon these things,
and had an idea that she was not living up to the re-
quirements of God’s holy law, although she was, with
myself, a member of the Methodist church, . E
About six months ago, a friend sent us some of your
papers, and we read them. This made us feel anxious
t0 see your books. We procured and read them, and
compared them with God’s word, arid by thé aid of the
Holy Spirit, we are convinced of the truth, and we
mean by the grace of God to keep his commandments,.
that we may have right to the tree of life, and enter in
through the gates into the city. I have distributed
your books among my neighbors, and some of them
seem to be interested. We need-a good preacher here.
May the Lord send us one. Remember us at the throne
of grace. We need the prayers of God’s dear people.
: S. R. SmrrH,

Blue Forth City, Minn.
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'BATTLE CREEE, MTOH., THIRD-DAY JULY 11, 1865.

B&F All persons gending money to this Office will
please send national curfeney or Greembacks. All
other money is}"s_i 1&},7 gqii;g out of yse here ag in
other parts of thg gountry.

B CHANGI'BS will be moticed this week in the ap-
pointinents of Bro., White, and Bro. Byingfon. All
previeus appointments incompatible with the last, are,
of gourse, withdrawn.

41{1: General Conference of May 17, 1865, consid-
ered the matter of «Expense of Draftlfjocuments,”
and passed the following resolution :

¢« Whereas, The General Conference Committee have
been under the necegsity of incurring a considerable
expense in preparing and procuring preliminary proefs
and doowments to .gnable cevtain of our brethren to
avail themselves of he law in favor of non-combatants,
which expense as:yab has been but partially met from
the avails of said pfoofs and documents, therefore,

¢ Resolved, That this Conference hereby request all
those for whose personal benefit said expense was in~
curred ; viz., those who were liable to the draft—and all
others who are so disposed, to contribute one dollar
each for the purpose of defraying the same, and that
each of said contributors be entitled to a copy of said
documents.”’ ‘ )

The entive oxpense includes Eld. Andrew’s visit to

Draft Documents.

D aaan)

' Washington, the preparing and printing of two pam-

phlets on the subject, affidavits and lawyer’s fees
amounting to about $40,—in all amounting to not- far
from $500. . There syere about five hundred copies of
the -documents: pwinted,. and. only about fifty sets
taken. So-thereds:a chénee for four hundred and
fifty more of our brethren to obtain these valuable
documents by Sending only one dollar each for them.
In so doing they not only get documents which they
may need, as the permanent peace of our country is
by no means a matter of certainty, bul they meet an
expense which should fall equally upon all those for
whom the expense was incurred.

We shall, therefore, expect that all of our brethren
who were liable to military draft, and who, had they
been ‘drafted, would have received the bemnefit of the
$300 exemption clause, will at once furnish them-
selves with the draft documents by paying. one dollar
each. Co Gex. ConF. COMMITTIEE.

The Vermont Conference.
Ir is with a good degree of satisfaction that we look
back to this Conference, which was held in the new
raeeting-house at Enosburgh, Vt., June 16-18, 1865.

. .Our house of worship was none too large for the occa-

gion. This house gnd the shed belonging to it were
all completed and prepared to be dedicated at this
Conference, and Eld. J. N. Andrews made appropriate
remarks for the occasion. The brethren in this place
were Bfeija,redﬁtouentertain‘all the friends that came
from:abroad ; and we were greatly delighted in seeing
a respeatable number of Sabbath-keepers from the dif-
ferent parts of Vergaont and Canada Bast, who mani-
fested s unanimiby’sf feeling and action in all the ex-
ércises of the Conpfgrence.

The meetings commengod and progressed with in-
creasing interest 4o the elose. We wish here to ex-
press our gratitude for tl;;g'lszbors of Bro. J. N. An-
drews at this Conferemée. The remarks he offered,

_ and the instructions he gave, in connection with the

business proceedings, were highly appreciated by all
present. ’

The reports_from minigters and churches evinced
that the cause in Vermont is still onward. Sabbath,
at 8 o’clock A. M., and 6 ®. M., an hour and a half each
time, were devoted to prayer and social meeting. Fer-

~ vent prayers were offered, and good, heart-felt testi-

monies were given by the brethren and sisters, and

the exhortations given by the preachers were cheering
and encouraging to all the lovers of truth.

Sabbath morning, at half-past ten, Bro. Andrews
gave an interesting discourse from Ex. xxiii, 18, the
first clause of the verse. In the afternoon, another
discourse by Bro. A., on the duties of ministers to the
people, and the duties of the people to them. Follow-
ing this meeting, we repaired to a stream of water a
few rods from the meeting-house, where four were
buried in baptism.

Sunday morning the people commenced to come in
at an early hour, and the house was soon filled to over-
flowing. We took out six windows from the house,
which enabled those that stood without to hear the
preacher, while he understandingly presented clear,
plain, and convincing truths to the people. The breth-
ren and sisters were edified and instructed, and we
have reason to believe that unbelievers were benefited.

A. C. BourDEAU.

Peace and Safety.

‘Wuo can fail to see the fulfillment of prophecy in
the ery of « Peace and safety,” and that ¢all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the crea-
tion?” Not only do they declare that ¢ all things
continue as they were,” but that all things will con-
tinug without end. As we draw near to the end, we
see the masses are more and more influenced by the
siren song of “ peace’”’ when in fact there is no peace,
but sudden destruction is upon them. The following
extract from the ¢“London Spectator” gives the popu-
lar sentiment of one-half of the world:

European writers, whatever their subject, politics
or society, now tacitly assume that the human race is
to progress forever, or to state their latent idea more
gtriotly, is to advance steadily for an indefinite period
toward a nobler life and a higher civilization. The

idea of a fixed term to history, which so greatly influ- |

enced the Middle Ages, has utterly disappeared; the
semi-religious belief in a cataclysm to oceur at a dis-
tant but visible date, though still entertained, has
ceased to be professed by anybody but Dr. Cumming,
and does not influence him. The reverie of the poli-
tician is no longer of the coming overturn of things—
an idea never absent from the great minds of the first
four centuries—but of a-coming millenium, when all
mankind shall be allied, and the motive force of the
Buropean, and the subtle brow of the Arab, and the
deft hand of the Mongol, shall all be employed togeth-
er in making the earth more lovely and more conven-
ient for its people.”
M. E. CorypLL.

“Is It Well with Thee ?”? 2 Kings iv, 26,

Turs is a question of thrilling interest; one that
must be decided in the light of eternity. Soon that
decision must be made, the question, as solemn as it
is, must be solved. May the Lord help us so to live
that we can give an answer of peace. As the heavens
are higher than the .earth, as far as light exceeds
darkness, or happiness misery, so far do eternal things
outweigh the fading and transitory things of earth.
Could we but have an insight into Heaven, could all
those indescribable glovies be revealed to our enrap-
tured vision, could we but listen to the music that
flows from angels’ harps, the outgushing songs of the
redeemed, ah then how would earth with all its pomp
and glory, with all its delusive dreams of happiness
sink into insignificance.

The hours of probation are about to be closed. My
soul how is it with thee? Soon the scale will be
turned either for life or death, and the cases of all be
unalterably fixed. The signs of the times, the fulfill-
ment of prophecy accompanied by the Holy Spirit
warn us to be ready. Oh let us not linger so near
our eternal home. But let our zeal be in proportion
to that which we are aspiring for. Then when the
conflicts of life are o’er, the last great struggle of earth
finished, yonder amid the unfading glories of the up-
per world we can say, It is well.”

SusaN ELMER.

Ashfield, - Mass. June 29th, 1865,

will be at’Marion, Towa, July 15 and 16, and at Battle
Creek, Mich., the 22nd and 23d.

will be at Marion, Towa, July 15 and 16, Waukon, the
22nd and 28d, and West Union, the 20th and 30th.

(}geg Mile Grove, Wis., will be held, August 5 and 6,
65.
permitting, to attend this meeting.

- We wish to say to those brethren and sisters who
have moved away from this churech without taking
letters from the church, that you are still members of
this church; and we wish to know how you are get-
ting along in the Christian warfare. Please write soon
and let us know. You can direct your letters to me,
at Lodi, Columbia Co., Wis.

The next Quarterly Meeting of the church at Qak-
land, Wis., will be Sabbath and first-day, July
15 and 16.
with us.
and sisters of other churches to meet with us.

PROVIDENOE permitting, I willmeet with the churches
as follows:

Sabbath, July 22, Ransom Center; Hillsdale 29th;
Hanover August 5th;
Center 19th.
80 arrange.
Hillsdale the 21st; and from North Liberty at South
Bend the 11th.

Qpprintments,

Provivence permitting, Eld, James White and wife

GEx. ConF. COMMITTEE.

ProvIDENCE permitting, Eld. J. N. Loughborough

GrN, Conr. COMMITTRE.

Tur next Quarterly Meeting of the church at Hun-

Bro. John Matteson has engaged, Providence

N. M. JorpoN.

Bro. Ingraham is expected fo meet
We also extend an invitation to the brethren

0. A. Ouson, Clerk.

North Liberty 12th; Salem
Meetings also on first-day if brethren
Will brethren from Ransom meet me ab

JouN BYINGTON.

$

P. Lighiner.
present volume,.

Anrexed to oach receipt in the following list, is the Volume and Num-~
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Business Notes.
You will find your credit in No 3,
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If

L Celly 28-1, D Morrison 27-1, R
M C Trembly 27-1, A 8 Cowdry 28-1,

J Rodgers 28-1, H 8 Gurney 28-1, G W Perry

8 Gurney 27-1, W Cobb 26-18, Ira Baily 26-18,
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A Glea~
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