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THE ERRING.

“Charity never faileth.”

Tuinx gently of the erring!
Ye know not of the power

With which the dark temptation came
In some unguarded hour.

Ye may not know how earnestly
They struggled, or how well,

Until the hour of weakness came,
And sadly thus they fell.

Think gently of the erring!

- Oh! do not thou forget,

However darkly stained by sin,
He is thy brother yet.

Heir of the self-same heritage!
Child of the self-same God !

He hath but stumbled in the path,
Thou hast in weakness trod.

Speak kindly to the erring!
For ig it not enough
That innocence and peace are gone,
. Without the censure rough?
" It sure must be a weary lot
That sin-crushed heart to bear,
And they who share a happier fate,
Their chidings well may spare.

Speak kindly to the erring!
Thou yet mayst lead them back,
With toly words, and tones of love,
From misery’s thorny track.
Forget not thou hast often sinned,
And sinfu] yet may be,
Deal gently with the erring one
Ag God has dealt with thee!
—Julia A. Fletcher.

a

The Sexmon,

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shell judge the quick and the deadat his appearing and his lqngdonr

PREACH THE WORD. 2 Tim.iv,2.
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

BY JOSEPH CLARKE.

Texr.-—* Wherefore ho saith, When he ascended up on hlgh he
led captivity captive, and gave gxfts untc men.” Eph. iv,

A PrESENT, or gift, bestowed with judgment, deli-
cacy, and hearty good will, upon a worthy and grate-
ful recipient, is often remembered and cherished and
- long held as a token offriendship and love.

Our Saviour, at his departure from this rebellious

" earth where he had been ignominiously treated and
erucified, did not forget his loving followers who would
brave the opposition of Satan’s host, to manifest their
love for him ; but as he rose from carth, followed by

the saints who had risen from their graves at his cruci-
fixion, thus leading captivity captive, he then bestowed
upon those who were left to fight the baitle with sin
and Satan, such gifts as the Son of God alone could be-
stow, and such, too, as his followers only could appre-
ciate.

1. We understand from the context, that these gifts
were as follows: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas-
tors, and teachers; and from 1 Cor. xii, 28, we find
enumerated others; as, miracles, gifts of healing, helps,
governments, diversities of -tongues, also interpreta-
tion of tongues, the word of wisdom, the word of
knowledge, and the discerning of spirits. Seé verses
8—%}.

2. The object of this liberality was not only to ufan-
ifest regard for his people here, but for their practical

_use and benefit, as we-see (in Eph. iv, 12), in continu-

ation of his subject, Paul says they were bestowed ¢ for
the ;;érfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ;” and in 1 Cor.
i, 4-8, the apostle rejoices that his brethren are en-
riched by the Lord, “in all utterance, and in all knowl-
edge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in
you; so that ye come behind in no gift,” &e. ; so that
the gifts are intended to enrich, to edify, to perfect, to
unite the church.

3. We think this object is not yet attained, Because,
ag yet, God’s people are not wholly united, perfected,
or enriched, but rather the contrary. They are scat-
tered here and there, as sheep having no shepherd;
gome in one church, and some- in another, holding to
oreeds, and of various religious beliefs, and enveloped
in error and spiritual darkness. Also, the expression,
¢ Waiting for the coming of Christ,” i this connection
(verse 7), conveys the idea that the gifts are especially
necessary, to fit the church for the coming of Christ.

4. We believe that the gifts bestowed by the Lord at
his ascension, have, to a greater or less extent, been
enjoyed by his people up to this time. Pastors, teach-
ers, and evangelists have ever been present, to build
up and to edify the church; and the lives of Luther,
Wesley, and other eminent reformers, Yurnish testi-
mony that some other gifts appeared in their times;
and during the persecutions of the church by the Pa-
gan, and afterwards by the Papal power, there were
many manifestations of God’s power in behalf of his
people; still, we may safely affirm that spiritual gifts
have greatly decreased, both in frequency and power,
since the apostles’ days.

5. The causes which have led to the partial disap-
pearance of the gifts, are, no doubt, the influences of
Satan, in causing the great apostasy, spoken of pro-
phetically by Paul in 2 Thess. ii, 1-10, as a great fall-
ing away; the mystery of iniquity, which in his day
was already at work, -and finally culminated in the es-
tablishment of the Papal church, which yet casts its
shadow of error over the whole of christendom.

6. That Protestant churches have not wholly purged
themselves of Papal errors, is admitted by many can-
did men among them; and Cotton Mather has justly
observed, in effect, that the Protestant churches in
their haste to leave Rome, brought more or less of
her errors with them. These errors being petted and
especially defended as important doctrines of the Bi
ble, by these churches, have had a dcadening and

chilling effect, and the vitality of godliness is, in a
-great measure, eaten out; and thus we see that Rome
to this day exerts her poisonousinfluence, not only upon
her own members, but upon all those churches which
have ever been under her influence; so that the same
causes which led.to the withdrawal of the gifts from
the Papal church, still prevent their return to the Prot-
estant churches, which are really, as the Revelator has
styled them, the daughters of the harlot, Papal Rome.

7. That. the dealings of God with his people in the
past justify us in these conclusions, we fully believe;
for in the history of ancient Israel we find that when
they departed from him, he left them to their enemies;
and, on the other hand, when they kept his statutes
and his Sabbaths, he was near to defend them, and to

hear their petitions.
8. The Scriptures plainly inform us, not only that-

the Lord Jesus confirmed the gifts to the whole church,
cven to the end of the world, but that there would be'h
revival of those gifts jn the last days.

The commission given to the apostles in Mark xvi,
15-20, places the signs which aye to follow the believ-
ers—the casting out of devils, speaking with new
tongues, the taking up of serpents, healing the sick,
and the assurance of protection fromepoison—all on a
level with the other articles of the commission—the
preaching of the word, the faith of believers, the bap-
tism of the same; so that when one ceases to be valid,
the other also becomes of no effect, and void; and gs
long as it is duty for ministers to preach, so lon‘g nwst
they look for the sigus to follow, or be recreant to

trust.
9. The special outpouring of God’s Spirit and the re-

sied of in God’s- word. Rev. xii, 17 informs us:that

of the seed of the woman, which keep the command-
ments of Gody and Mave the testimony of Jesus Christ,.
will be the ypeeial subjects of Satan’s wrath ; and this
testimony is explained in Rev. xix, 10, to be the spirit
of prophecy, proving clearly that the last generation
of the true churoh will possess this most important
gift. The Prophet Joel, also, in chap. ii, 28, expressly

ble outpouring of the Spirit, causing prophecies, visions,
dreams, and remarkable manifestations of Jehovah’s
power,
tecost, but is more especially applicable to the last
days, yet to come, close at hand ; and already"some of
the particulars of this prophecy are fulfilled before our
eyes, for which God’s people are truly grateful. :
10. The commission of Mark xvi, 15-20, relating to
the gospel, to faith, baptism, salvation, and spiritual
gifts, placing these articles together, and in one list,
ig given by our Lord; it is sure and immutable; was
given some forty days after his death; and is to con-
tinue in force as long as probation lasts, or as long as
there are any to believe and be baptized. It began to
receive its publie fulfillment on the day of Pentecost,
and those to whom the work of carrying it forward is
intrusted, are as sure of the help of God in the work,
ag were the apostles. Opposers of this truth may do
what they will; God’s work is sure to be done. To
‘hinder him in bis plans, or controvert his®counsel, is

as impossible as it would be to move the earth from
her orbit. 0

w

vival of the gifts in the last days are clearly prophe,—/"

the remnant (that is, the last generation of the church)

affirms that, in the last days, there will be a remarka-

This was partially fulfilled on the day of Pen~ -
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. 8o Spiritualism appears;
" chairs move about of themselves; the raps are heard;
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11. The period of time included in the term, ¢last
days,” would doubtless comprehend the whole Chris-
tian dispensation from the rending of the vail of the
temple at the death of Christ, to his second coming;
as Peter interprets Joel's prophecy applicable to the
church in his day, we conclude it began to have its ap-
plication at that time, and it is clear that the last of
the last days are included in this prophecy; and Paul
speaks of the last days as those in which perils would
encompass the people of God, heing yet in the future;
therefore we must conclude that the last eighteen hun-~
dred years are the last days of the world’s history; as
we say of the last two or three days of the week, It is
the last of the week.

12. In the last days, perilous times shall come, says
Paul. See 2 Tim, iii, 1. Why perilous times? The
eighth verse informs us that as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so would these also resist the truth
by the counterfeit gift; as did the magicians of Egypt,
so would the people of the last days do. How? Moses

- wronght miracles, so did the magicians; Moses wrought

by the power of God, they by Satan’s art. Hence we
infer that, as the counterfeit is to appear in the last
days, the genuine must exist at the same time. .

Satan has had a taste for counterfeiting for a long
time. He deceived Iive by a counterfeit miracle, and
we may conjecture that he was not idle in the time of
Cain, and other lawless antediluvians; and inthe days
when the ark was preparing, he was, no doubt, still
deceiving by the same means. In the time of Samuel,
Satan did his best for the worsbip of Dagon; and in
the days of Elijah, the prophets of Baal evidently ex-
pected a miracle in behalf of their religion and idol
worship, and must have had encouragement from- Sa-
tan previous to that time, or they would not have oried
to Baal to consume their sacrifice, with such confident
pertinacity. Babylon with its temple of Belus, and
afterwards, Rome with its Pantheon, rivaled the wor-
ship of Glod at Jerusalem; and all that Satan’s skill,
power, and art could effect, he did for Pagan deities,
and, no doubt, he wrought wonders; at Ephesus, he
boasted a temple to Diana, a building of great cost and
magnificence; and for each of these, no doubt, he
wrought, as he now does for the advocates of Spiritu-
alism.

When Paganism became effete, he reared a new altar
at Rome, s counterfeit most skillfully adapted to the

* work he wished to perform. The Pope he used as his

stool -pigeon, to catch unwary souls, and he employed
hitNs Ris agent to destroy the true sons of God.
Millionk» fell by violence, but far more by flattery.
The Papists boast of miracles; no doubt, they had
wpany favors of this kind frow their master; but their
felgnpd ones answered, in most cases, just as well; so
blind and infatuated is man; and if Satan can sncceed
he cares not for the means.

* But Paganism and Popery are Both, in a great de-
gree, effete now ; at least, among such as Satan is in
danger of losing, and he casts about for a new trap;
tables turn and travel;

and communications come from the dead; the old-fash-
ioned witch of Endor appears in a new form and fash-
ionable dress: and, lo! senators and great men, kings
and emperors, it in the magic circle. The world is
enchanted. As the poor mouse admires the fine ap-
pearance of thé: cat he never saw before, so the world
is taken with the new dress in which Satan has arrayed
himself. It is, in reality, nothing new; there are
the arts by which he seduced Eve and Pharaoh, and
Balaam and the Canaanites. By these, he reaved al-
tars to Baal and Dagon, to Diana, and at Rome. By
these, he deceived Constantine, and founded the Pa-
pacy, his peculiar church. Oh! how it enraged him
when Huss and Luther began to undermine his- beau-
tiful temple.

18. But-the worst is yet to come. His power is yet
to be exerted to the fullest extent upon poor, weak
man who has entered his service. Rev. xvi, 18, 14 in-
forms us that the spirits of devils, working miracles,
are yet to gather the nations to the battle of the great
day of God; Satan’s influence is yet to be felt to the
largest extent, limited -only by the power of God, who
gays to the mighty deep, Thusfar shalt thou come, and

nofarther ; and man is to drink the bitter cup of God’s
wrath to the dregs.

14. At this time, the danger of deception from false
gifts ig great. Those only who reform. their lives by
keeping the law of God, and place themselves under
the influence of the testimony of Jesus Christ, are safe;
and those only can be safe who are walking inthe light.

16. But we may distinguish between the true and
the false. ¢ By their fruits ye shall know them,” says
Jesus. Spiritualists deny the moral law, and set aside
the atonement, placing the Saviour on a level with
themselves. The gifts from God place the Sabbath on
its old foundation in the bosom of the moral law, and
then apply the whole decalogue to the conscience of
the sinner, and convict him as a transgressor; and
whea he cries for anguish of heart ¢ What shall I do
to be saved ?”’ they point him to the Lamb of God,
who taketh away the sin ot the world, They then fol-
low him up, and eall him to s high standard of Chris-
tian life and action; exhort to purity and holiness;
abase the proud, and litt up the weak and desponding.
How different the counterfeit, which levels all law to
human baseness, and turns the hand of man against
his only hope—virtue and truth; oot so the testimony
of Jesus; here all is pure and ennobling.

We have seen the fruits of this testimony for more
than twelve years. We have no motive but to get at
the truth for ourselves and others, and, above all, thus
to please God; and we say our confidence is unshaken
and firm as the hills, that this is the true testimony.
It has the clear ring of gold without alloy. Are youa
Christian? Have you had a personal experience of
God’s goodness? Has his love filled your heart?
Then you will say, soon as its sentiments enter your
heart, This is the true testimony. Yes; you will say,
No man, nor any creature, could produce such works;
it is the mind of God ; we extol it as such.

16. There is an imperative necessity at this time for
such a testimony. Satan is redoubling his efforts to
deceive; and so long has the mystery of iniquity been
at its cruel and subtile work, and such is the extent of
its power, and so firmly is the web of error drawn
about the scattered people of God, that nothing but the
exertion of divine power can rescue these unwilling
victims of error, and tear away the sophistries of
Satan from the mind, long held in bondage to creeds
and hollow forws.

The church needs such testimony, to prevent fanati-
cism and disunion, to detect deceivers, and rescue the
deceived. - Was this gift necessary that Daniel ghonld
understand Jeremiah ? or that the.apostles should com~
prebend Isaiah and the prophets as to Christ? Much
more, amid the various comments upon Daniel and
Jobn, do we need divine aid in our investigations of
prophecy; and, to the praise of God, it has been
granted.

HUSBAND AND WIFE.

OF all human institutions, marriage is the oldest and
most important. It dates back beyond the fall, to the
days of the Garden of Eden. It was instituted by God
himself, in the time of man’s innocency, before sin had
entered our world, Marriage, then, is consistent not
only with Christian, but with Adamie, perfection.—
Qur Saviour recognized it, and honored it with the
first miracle he worked among men. Saint Paul de-
clares it to be honorable. ‘

The duty of the husband and wife to each other, is
clearly laid down in the Bihle. And first of all, it is
their duty to love each other. This is indispensable.
For the want of this, there can be no compensation.
A husband may provide for his wife a costly mansion,
fine furniture, gorgeous apparel, and every delicacy
that money can purchase; but if he fails to love her,
he totally fails in the most important duty he owes to
any of his fellow-beings. The.wife may see that her
house is well kept, and lier husband cared for; but if
she does not love him, she wrongs him, and sins against
God and her own soul. A man and woman married to
each other, have no right to live together merely as pro-
vider and housekeeper. They are to be more to each
other than their nearest and dearest natural relations.
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unio his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

| of accounts?

Saint Paunl gives the love which Christ had for the
church, as the measure of the love which the husband
should have for his wife. His language is, Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it.—Eph. v, 26.

This, of course, is the greatest degree of human love
of which one is capable. God mustbeloved supremely,
and neither husband nor wife must be allowed to come
in between the soul and God. But God never contra-
dicts himself. He never, by his Spirit, requires o person
to act contrary to the plain teachings of his word. Says
Dy. Adam Clarke, ¢ What miserable work has been
made in the peace of families, by a wife or a husband
pretending to be wiser than the apostle, and too holy
and spiritual to keep the commandments of God!”
—Com. on1 Cor. vii, 3. We have met with & number
of cases, where the husband or wife got too spiritual
for conjugal affection. If they did not get cured of
what Dr Clarke calls ¢ a fancied sanctity, unsupported
by Scripture or common sense,” they ‘almost invari-
ably turned out badly. We are getting to distrust,
very strongly, the professions, no matter how high, of
that husband or wife who is plainly wanting in affec-
tion for his ox her wedded companion. There is gen-
erally unsoundness, either of the head or of the heart, or
of both. ‘“If a man love not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not
gseen?” But he ig to love his wife much more than
his brother; therefore, if he does not love her,
it ig folly to pretend that he loves God, and especially
that he loves God so much that he cannot love his wife
as God so plainly commands. This is equally true of
the wife. It is perfect folly for her to imagine that
she has attained to such a degree of sanctity that she
cannot keep one of the plainest commaunds of God.
Enoch was oue of the purest characters of whom men-
tion 1s made in the Bible. He walked with God; and
Godtook him’up bodily in a chariot of fire to Heaven,
But, that he might stand as a constant reproof to trans-
cendental pietists of all ages, it is recorded of him,
that he lived in holy wedlock, and *‘begat sons and
daughters.”

The difficulty, with some,"is in the domestic circle.
They do not grow in grace, nor retain’the blessings
they get, because they do not have the affection which
they should for those whom they are solemnly bound
to love and cherish. A strict observance of their
marriage vows, would help them more tban a pro-
tracted meeting. Yet no onme has a right to violate
plain commands of the Bible, to please a companion.
But let the general course of conduct be such, that it
may be evident that the refusal is for Christ’s sake,
and does not proceed from a lack of affection.

Let every one in particular s0 love kis wife even as him-
self ; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

REPLEOTIONS ON THE FOURTH OF JULY.

AxotreR fourth of July is numbered with the past;
a day of revelry, feasting, and dissipation, to the mul-
titude; to others, of cheerful and wholesome recrea-
tion; and now, as we calmly review the events of the
day, it may be proper for us to inquire, What record
will it leave to be registered for us in the great book
Have we heeded the injunction of the
apostle, «“ Whether, therefore, ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God”? In
all our pastimes during the day and in all our prepara-
tions beforehand, have we sought to show our faith by
our works, with an eye single to his glory and the best
good of all concerned? Happy indeed for us, if we
have thus done! with what calm satisfaction could we
lie down to vest at night, having the consciousness of
a day well spent. But, alas! I fear that, with many,
pride, vanity, and a desire to please the world have
been the ruling motives. ¢ Perhaps some of the world
may meet with ug, and we must have things thus and -
80, or we will appear mean and contemptible in their
eyes.” Well, suppose the great I Am,” the Ruler of
the Universe should deign to make one in our midst;
have we no ambition to appear pleasing in his sight?
He has given us ample instructions (Testimony No. 12,
pp. 25, 26.) as to the manner in which our holidays
may be spent, and our recreations arranged, in order
Lo meet his approbation; and, think you, he looks on
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with indifference, while he sees his counsel thus set at
naught? Dear friends, ¢ be not deceived; God is not
mocked.” He is as jealous for his honor now, as when
Nadab and Abihu, for one act of disobedience, were
s destroyed by fire from the Lord.”

The fourth of July has been so long associated in our
minds with decoration and display, that it is a difficult
matter wholly to disconnect the two. Indeed, the
very words seem to suggest these things, especially to
the minds of the young. Let us seek to modify and
direct what we may not altogether control. While we
gladly yield to our children every indulgence in this
respect, which is consistent with our faith; yet, in all
our preparations, let us not fail to remember, and to
impress upon the minds of our children, the fact that
we are emphatically & plain people, and that a profu-
gion of ornaments and display becomes not the ¢ stran-
ger and the pilgrim.”’ Sojourners, indeed, are we,
journeying on through an enemy’s land, watching and
longing for our Saviour’s coming to take us to our Fa-
ther’s house, where there ¢‘are many mansions.”
There, dear children, if so happy as to enter that glo-
rious home, your longings for the beautiful will be
abuﬁdantly realized. There you will plrck unfading
flowers, gaze enrapturcd upon the city of gold, and
bask in the sunshine of eternal love. O dear children,
dear brethren and sisters, shall we not, in view of this
¢ gternal weight of glory,” whichis soon to be revealed
to the faithful—shall we not, during the few remain-
ing days of our pilgrimage, be content to walk in the
strait and narrow way; Lo walk in the footsteps of
Him, the meek and lowly in heart? Shall we not en-
dure the cross, despising the shame, that we may also
partake of the joy? .

Do you say, ““An entertainment such as you hinted
at, would possess no interest for our children?” Well,
admitting this, shall we do evil, that good may come?
Shall we stoop to them? or shall we seek to raise them
to us? But I do not admit that an entertainment
which is strictly in accordance with our faith, must
necessarily be distasteful to the young. Our children
are essentially what we makethem. Faithful daguerre-
otypes are they, reflecting back our words, our actions,
and even our thoughts. Keen-sighted, also, are they,
often knowing us even better than we know ourselves.
Let them see in us the same zeal manifested in this,
which we have formerly shown in an oppogite direc-
tion, and we shall see them gradually partaking of the
same spirit, and, at length, entering into our plans
with a1l the enthusiasm of their ardent, impulsive na-
tures. I believe that we may, with far less weariness
of the flesh and spirit than has formerly attended our
efforts, arrange an entertainment for our children,
which shall be strictly in accordance with the testimo-
nies and genuine pleasure and satisfaction, which
will cause delight to sparkle in their eyes, and the ro-
ses of health to bloom upon their cheeks. I believe we
may, by the exercise of good taste and skill, prepare a
repast of plain, hygienic food, which shall afford real
pleasure, both to the eye and to the palate; of which
we may freely partake without, meanwhile, ¢‘singing a
lullaby to our conscicnces;’” to which the charm of
novelty will lend an added grace ; and, happier resull
than all, over which angels may preside, and the eye
of our Heavenly Father rest approvingly. How sweet,
ag we invoke his blessing to rest upon us, to be able to
say, ‘“I have done as thou hast commauded me.”

But, it may be objected, there are divided house-
holds in which the influence of one parent’is for the
truth, while that of the other is exactly the reverse.
Such have our cordial sympathy. We acknowledge
the difficulty which attends such a state of things.
Still I ean conceive of no situation in which we can be
placed, that calls for a denialwf our faith. Indeed, it
seems that the responsibility is thereby increased, on
the part of .the believing parent, to live out the truth

. as strictly as circumstances will permit.
counsels disregarded, and our examples set at naught?
We have one refuge which can never fail us, one friend
who can never die.

¢« Ah! whither should we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed? ?

Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Iiad suffering saints no mercy- _seat ?”

There we can go, and pour our sorrows into the list-

" And are our

ening ear of Him who has said, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God who giveth to all men lib-
erally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him,”
He has all hearts in his hand, and can turn them as
the rivers of waters are turned; and so surely as he
has never said, ¢ Seek ye my face in vain,” so surely
will our prayers be answered, and our constancy re-
warded in his own time and way.

Qur standard is high. No people on earth aspire to
such excellence as ourselves. Perfect purity, and ho-
liness-—a church without spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing; this is the goal toward which our steps are
tending. We claim to be <“the light of the world,”
¢ the salt of the earth;” and such we truly are. And
oh! ¢vif the light that is in thee be darkness, how
great is that darkness!” ¢If the salt have lost his
savour, wherewith shall it be salted ?” "The world are
watching us. They look to see, and they have a right
to expect, a straight-forward, consistent course of ac-
tion in a people who profess so much ; and while they
see us bowing before the shrine of fashion and frivolity

at which they worship, think you they respect us the-

more? Most assuredly not. We must inevitably sink
ourselves in their esteem by so doing, even though
they and their master ¢“love to have it so.”

Oh! I long for the day, whén, untrammeled by the
fetters which bind us now, God’s people shall mark out

-for themselves an independent path, when the world
i | might think them dangerously alike; for the latter

shall see that their power to control us is at an end
when, by an undeviating course of rectitude, we shall
compel their respect; and when, awakening to that
conscious dignity and self-respect which ever becomes
the humble child of God, we shall shine forth < fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners.” That day will surely dawn. Dimly,
do I see it in the distance. Oh! that we may all, by
our earnest, persevering efforts in the right direction,
seek to hasten its approach.
« Happy day!
For thee we’ll wait, and watch, and pray.”

S. S. BARTLETT.
Holly, Mich.

A MUCH-ABUSED COMMANDMENT,

WEe refer to the second of the ten commandments.
All of them, have, of course, been sadly violated, both
in letter and spirit, ever since they were given; but
the second has suffered a peculiar kind of ill treat-
ment, which we cannot call by & movre fitting name
than abuse or insult. . And this has been done by pro-
fessed Christians.

In the first place, in many Roman Catholic Cate-
chisms it is entirely omitted; the tenthbeing divided to
make out the full number. Thug, in “Dr. James
Butler’s Catechism,” approved by Bishop Doyle, D. D.,
printed at Dublin in 1848, the commandments begin and
end as follows:

«1, Tam the Lord thy God: thow shalt not have
strange gods before me.

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God

in vain.
3. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day

9. Thou shalt not r‘ovet thy nelghbor s wife.

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.”

Rev. Dr. M’Caul quotes from twenty-nine foreign
catechisms in use in.Rome and Italy, France, Belgidm,
Austria, Bavaria, Silesia, Poland, Ireland, England,
Spain, and Portugal, in twenty-seven of which the sec-
ond commandment is eutirely omitted. We cannot
doubt that the cause of this omission is found in the
prohibition of image-worship, which the second com-
mandment contains, What other commandment of the
decalogue has received such high-handed abuse ?

The same commandment has not altogether escaped
abuse at the hands of Protestants. For what milder term
shall we give to certain flippant misrepresentationsof it,
though they come from men whom we greatly respect ?
Some, who regard the decalogue as an obsolete Jewish
law, affirm that the second commandment, if under-
stood literally, positively forbids practicing the arts of
sculpture and painting! In confirmation, they ask,
«“Did any one ever hear of Jewish artists?”’ We
answer, Yes: all readers of the book of Exodus have
heard of such, as will appear from the following pas-

sage: ¢ And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, See,
I have called by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; aud I have filled him
with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understand-
ing, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
ship, to devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in
silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones to set
them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner
of workmanship. And I, behold, I have given with
him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan; and in the hearts of all that are wise-hearted I
have put wisdom ; that they may make all that I have
commanded thee.” Ex. xxxi, 1-6. i

And what were they commanded to meke? Among
other things, two 4mages, or winged figures, called
cherubim, to overshadow the mercy-seat. Did the sec-
ontd commandment, then, prohibit the making of ima-
ges for whatever purpose ?

We know of another Jewish artist. It was Moses,
or one who wrought under his direction; for we read,
“ Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon &
pole.” Num. xxi, 9. This was not only commanded
by God, but was used by our Saviour as an emblem of
himself.

There were, then, Jewish artists who did nof break
the second commandment, We might mention one
who did; viz.,, Aaron. Now, what was the difference
between the golden calf and the brazen serpent? One

was an instrument of miraculous blessing. But they
were not alike. One was a divine ordinance, and the
other was a heathenish insult to the Most High.

What, therefore, did the second commandment for-
bid, as interpreted by the Legislator himself? Plainly,
the making of images as objects of religious worship;
and the great duty taught was spiritual worship,—the
adoration of the Unseen One.

The language of the commandment leads to the same
conclusion: ‘“Thou shalt not make unto thee any
grayen image. . . . Thou shalt not bow down thyself
to them, nor serve them.”” The first clause must be
taken in connection with the last. Any other inter-
pretation is not only forced, but inconsistent. If all
making of likenesses was forbidden, it were needless
to add that such should not be worshiped. We may
go further. Ttis characteristic of a primitive language
like the Hebrew to join together independent clauses,
instead of making one long, complex sentence. Prof.
Green, in his Hebrew Grammar, says, *“The Hebrew
sedulously avoids all involution of sentences.” Thus,
the clauses before us are a simple and emphatic mode
of gaying, ¢*Thou shalt not bow down and serve any
graven image or likeness, and thou shalt not malee
anything which is designed to be so used.”

We have dwelt thus- upon this because there is an
imyportant principle involved. Dr. Colenso has assailed

‘the Old Testament by straining every statement to the

extreme of literal interpretation, and making it appear
as bad as possible. Others are doing the same {0 some
of the ten commandments. They, doubtless, think
they are doing God service. We do not believe they
are. We believe they are doing service to a very dif-
ferent being, however good may be their intentions,—
Am. Tract Journal.

The Prayer.

. Ayoung lady was taking a pleasant walk one summer
day in a deeply-shaded woodland, and, being weary,
sat down to rest on a secluded mossy bank, near the
gummit of & hill. Presently she heard a voice, as of
one engaged in earnest conversation; and, on advanc-
ing a step or two, she saw good Mr. M ——— coming
leisurely up the hill, the reins hanging loosely over his
horse’s neck. ¢ What can he be talking about so earn-
estly to himself 2’ she thought ; but directly she heard
the voice of prayer; and the words which God’s provi-
dence caused to be especially impressed upon her mind
were these ; ‘f O Lord, have mercy upon the dear youth
of this place.” The good old man rode on; but the
voice of prayer was heard, after he had disappeared

from her view, in'the leafy depths of the forest. The’

young lady was struck with the thought: ¢Ts this
the way Christians go about the town, and mingle
with the world? Do they pray thus for our souls? I
have hardly ever prayed for my own.” From that
day she began to pray, and became the first-fruits of
a glorious revival.
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The Gommentary,

Tell me the meaning of Scriptures. One gem from-that ocean is
worth all the pebbles of earthly streams —M Cheyne.

Soripture Notes.

SELLING THE INHERITANGE.

1 KiNgs xxi, 5. And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me,
that T should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.

Our first parents had for their residence a beautiful
garden, which may bave had some influence on their
immediate descendants, in giving them a predilection
for such situations. People in England will searcely
be able to appreciate the value the Orientals place on
a garden. The food of many of them consists of vege-
tables, roots, and fruits; their medicines, also, being
indigenous, are mostly produced in their gardens.
Here they have their fine fruit trees, and the constant
shade; and here they have their wells and places for
bathing. See the proprietor, in his undress, walking
around his little domain ; his fence, or wall, is so high,
no one c¢an overlook him; he strolls about to smoke his
shroot, pick up the fruit, and cull the flowers; he cares
not for the world; his soul is satisfied with the scenes
around him. Ahab wished to have Naboth’s garden;
but how counld he part with ¢« the inheritance of his
fathers?” There was scarcely a tree which had not
some pleasing associations connected with it: one was
planted by the band of a beloved ancestor, another in
memory of some great event (on the day a child is
born, parents often plant a number of fruit trees); the
water he drank, and the fruit he ate, were from the
same sources as those which refreshed his fathers.
How then could he, in disobedience to God’s command,
and in violation of all these tender feelings, give up
his garden to Abab? To part with such a place is, to
the people of the East, like parting with life itself.—
Roberts.

DOGS EATING JEZEBEL.

Versz 28. And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, The dogs
shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.

The dogs shall eat.] The dogs of eastern cities wan-
der about half-starved, without an owner, feeding on
garbage, and at night are sometimes dangerous. Bruce
saw, at Gondar, dogs eating the bodies of some persons
killed with the sword.—Jenks.

WALKING SOFTLY.

VERSE 27.  And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words’
that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upen his flesk, and fasted
and lay in sackeloth, and went softly.

Went softly.] [Heb. at; Vulg. with his head hung
down ; Sept. confused and sad; Chal. Syr. and Arab,
with naked feet. 8o Targ. and Cranmer.] See the
man who goes into the presence of a superior, in the
East: he takes off his sandals, and walks softly—he
has a timid air, and you cannot hear his foot tread
on the ground. When a dutiful son goes to his father,
or a devotee into the presence of a sacred personage,
he walks in the same way. » Has a proud, boasting man
been humbled, the peoplé say, Aha! aha! ¢<he can
now walk Mitha-vaka, . e. softly.” ¢ What, the proud
Muttoo walk softly ; who ever expected that?” (Comp.
1 Sam. xv, 82, though the Heb. word there for deli-
cately is different.)—ZRoberts.

FAITHFULNESS IN DECLARING THE COUKNSEL OF GOD.

CrAP. xxii, 13. And the messenger that was gonae to call Micaiah
spake unto him, saying, B-hold now, the words of the prophets de-
clare good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee,
be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good.

Perhaps this man intended to be friendly to Micaiah;
and thought it a pity that he should hinder hig prefer-
ment, and expose himself to Ahab’s resentment, by a
needless or useless secrupulousness. Perhaps he con-
cluded that the unanimity and confidence with which
so great a number of prophets assured Ahab of suecess
in the name of the Lord, proved them to bein the right,;
and that it would be foolish in Micaiah to oppose his
single voice to such a multitude. And indeed, not
only Ahab, but Jehoshaphat himself, seems to bave
heen imposed on by the same delusive argument;
which, in one form or other, has been urged as cogent,
if not unanswerable, by very able and sensible men, in
every age of the church. ¢ Thus it is in the church at
| this day.”—Patrick. Micaiah affords a most noble ex-
t ample in his reply.-—Scott.

CHARACTER OF DAVID,

1 Sam. xiii. 24, But now tby kingdom shall not continue: the
Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the Lord hath
commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not
kept that which the Lord commanded thee.

Dr. Chandler congiders that the expression 1 Sam.
xiii, 14, is used in opposition to the character and con-
duct of Saul. It means one who should act prudently,
and obey the commandments of God delivered him by
his prophets, and whom, therefore, God would thus far
approve and continue to favor. One whose ruling mo-
tive of action is obedience to God’s will; whose con-
stant prayer is, ‘“Thy will be done.” Thus it is
interpreted by Paul, Acts xiii, 22, ¢*I have found David,
a man after my own heart, who shall execute my will.”
Dr. C. cites many places of Scripture to confirm this,
and adds, David certainly was a wise, just, munificent,
and prosperous prince; but he had private faults, and
those great ones. These, however, were not inconsist-
ent with this echaracter of 2 man according to God’s
heart. For, if he was such a prince ag God intended
him to be, by faithfully executing his orders, and
bringing to pass those great events he was raised up
by God to accomplish, he thus far acted according to
the heart, 4. ¢. the purpose and will of God, and thereby,
in this respect, rendered himself well pleasing and ac-
ceptable to him. The particular purposes for which
God advanced David were 1. That by his steady ad-
herence to the one true God, and the religion he es-
tablished by Moses, David might be an illustrious
example to all that should reign after him. 2, To’save
his people from the Philistines, and all enemies, accom-
plishing the promise, Gen. xv, 18. -8, To exalt the
glory of his people Israel, and render them a flourish-
ing and happy people by the wisdom and justice of his
government. In these he faithfully performed all the
pleasure of God. He was, therefore, ‘a man after God’s
own heart,” in the proper, original sense of the ex-
pression.”

Poole’s view of 1 Sam. xiil, 14, is, ““Such amanag I
desire, one who will fulfill all the desires of my heart,
and not oppose them as thou (i. ¢. Saul) dogt.”

Vain cavils appear to have arisen from not consid-
ering that the phrase may be interpreted, with equal
propriety, as referring to the divine purposs, as to
designate peculiar favor and affection. The latter un-
doubtedly was true, yet the former is most clearly the
meaning here. Surely we may learn hence how God
overrules all things to his own praise.

Robinson says, We admire the exceeding grace of
God in David’s spiritual attainments; and when we
consider the depth of his contrition, the strength of
his faith, the fervor of his love, the activity of his obe-
dience, we do not fear to assert, that, in this sense,
he found favor before God, and was a man after hig
own heart.

Yonge observes, Too true and sad it is that David
fell, with all the aggravations of accumulated guilt.
He stands an alarming memento of the frailty of man
in his best estate. Excuse there can be none. Howev-
er strong temptations are, we have, or may have, power
to resist them. But what was his anguish! how deep
his sorrow! bow sincere hig repentance! Sincere we
may be sure it was, for God forgave him. True sor-
row consists in & deep grief that we have erred, with
a continual recollection of our fault, with a future fear
of ourselves, and a retnrn to every duty with double
assiduity. Snch was the repentance of David. He
returned from his fall to the most diligent performance
of his duties; and though he felt he was forgiven by
God, he could scarcely forgive himself. He occasion-
ally bursts out into condemnation of himself, and grief
at times overpowers him. He continues to the end of
his days serving God and man. Never was repentance
more severe, or Sorrow more keen; so that he may
Jjustly be said (his repentance included, though not his
fall), to be a man after God’s own heart.

Delany says, David, in his personal character, is
vastly superior to any one hero of all antiquity, 1t is
indeed a mixed character, and where is the character
that is not so? Is it fair to consider David only in the
light of guilt? or should he, in common justice, be
estimated as all men are, by the main of his life?
Millions have fallen, have sinned, as David did; but
who ever repented and recovered like him? Revolve
his whole life before the matter of Uriah; it is almost

one train of wise, generous, pious, and valiant con-
duct. Revolve his whole life from the hour of this
guilt, and it is little else than one train of humiliation
and repentance before God, and this, too, after assur-
ance of pardon from.God himself, by his propbet.
Or, if he varied his conduct, it was only from penance
to praige; to turn all bis thoughts and attention, to
employ his whole heart and soul, to the glory and in
the service of God-—of that God who pardoned all his
sing, and crowned him with mercy and loving-kind-
ness. And if, after all this, the Scriptures are to bs
reviled, for styling this man, in this character, “a
man after God’s own heart,” what is to be reverenced ?

Again, I challenge all mankind to produce any in-
stance, from the foundation of the world, wherein vir-
tue was so signally rewarded, and guilt so signally
chastised as in that of David; consequently, to those -
who look most to rewards and punishments, from a
solicitude for the interests of virtue, there is no case’
in which true religion and true virtue are so nearly
and intimately interested, as in the history of David’s
rise, fall, and recovery.—Henry.

- If we except the abuse of the paternal and amatory
feelings, for which “no man suffered more in his
body, soul, and domestic affairs,” we have a just view
of David’s well-endowed, well-balanced, well-harmo-
nized, and almost perfect character, in these few but
glowing words of Dr. Delany, ¢ Te sum up all: David
was a true -believer, a zealous adorer of God, teacher
of his law and worship, and inspirer of his praise!
A glorious example, a perpetual and inexhaustible
fountain of true piety. A consummate and unegualed
here; a skillful and fortunate captain; a steady pa-
triot; a wise ruler; a faithful, genercus, and mag-
nanimous friend; and, what is yet rarer, a no less
generous and magnanimous enemy. A true penitent,
a divine musician, & sublime poet, and an inspired
prophet. By birth a peasant; by merit a prince!
In youth a kero, in manhood a monarch, and in age a
saing ! —Jenks.

God’s Justice and Law Vindicated in the Gospel.

Rom. iii, 26. That he might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus.

This verse contains the snbstance of the gospel. The
word ¢just’ here does not mean benevolent, or mer-
ciful, though it may sometimes have that meaning.
But it refers to the fact that God had retained the in-
tegrity of his character as a moral governor; that he
had shown & due regard to his law, and to the pen-’
alty of the law by his plan of salvation. Should he
forgive sinners without an atonement, yustice would be
sacrificed and abandoned. The law would cease to
have any terrors for the guilty, and its penalty would
be a nullity. In the plan of salvation, therefore, he
has shown a regard to the law by appointing his Son
to be @ substitute in the place of sinners; he
showed that the law could not be violated without in-
troducing suffering; and that it could not be broken
withimpunity. Heshowed that he hadso greataregard
for it, that he would not pardon one sinner without an
atonement. And thus he secured the proper honor to
hig character as a lover of his law, a hater of sin, and
a just God. He has shown that if sinners do not avail
themselves of the offer of pardon by Jesus Christ, they
must experience in their own souls for ever the pains
whieh {his substitute for sinners endured in behalf of
men on the cross. Thus, no principle of justice has
been abandoned; no threatening has been modified;
no claim of his law has been let down ; no disposition
has been evinced to do injustice to the universe by suf-
fering the guilty to escape. He is, in all this great
transaction, a just mora®go¥ernor, as yust to his law,
to himself, to his Son, to the universe, when he par-
dons, as he is when he sends the incorrigible sinner
down to hell. A full compensation, an equivalent has
been provided by the sufferings of the Saviour in the
sinner’s stead, and the sinner may be pardoned.

And the justifier of him, &e. Greek, Even justifying
him that belicveth, &c. This is the peculiarity and the
wonder of the gospel. FEvern while pardoning, and
treating the ill-deserving as if they were innocent, he
can retain his pure and holy character. His treating
the guilty with favor does not show that he loves guilt




No. 6.]

ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD.

85

and pollution, for he has expressed his abhorrence of
it in the atonement. His admitting them to friend-
ship and Heaven does not show that he approves their
past conduct and character, for he showed how much
he hated even their sins by giving his Son to & shame-
fut-death for them. When an executive pardons of-
fenders, there is an abandonment of the principles of
justice and law. The sentence is set aside; the threat-
enings of the law are departed from; and it is done
without compensation. It is declared that in certain
cages the law may be violated, and its penalty not be
inflicted. But not so with God. HHe shows no less
regard to his law in -pardoning than in punishing,
This is the grand, glorious, peculiar feature of the
gospel plan of salvation.—Barnes.

o
Wesley’'s Industry.

Nuver since the days of Paul, was a man more as-
siduous in labor than Wesley. Not a day was given
to repose, not an hour to unnecessary leisure. In his
eighty-fifth year, he speaks of that day as a day of
vest, in which he yreached only twice. DBefore the
latter years of his life, he usually journeyed on horse-
back, and read poetry, history, and philosophy as he
rode, having no other time for such employments.
“Leisure and I,” he said, “have taken leave of one

another. I propose to be busy 48 Peg-as-T1ive; iF &y |

health i¥ ‘so long indulged me,” and fortunately, he
was always well. For seventy years he did not lose a
night’s sleep. He attended the Conference; he di-
rected the preachers; he kept a steady eye on Scot-
land and Ireland, on the Weat Indies and America; he
founded schools, he inspected the circuits; after his
_eightieth year we hear of him in Holland, in Guern-
sey and Jersey, in Wales, in Scotland, in Ireland, and
every considerable town in England; he systematized
the rules of his order, and established that discipline
which shows his foresight, and energy, and wisdom;
he purchased ground and evected chapels; he wrote
sermons, and essays, and tracts, treatises on Primitive
Physic sud on Theology, memoirs of good men, and
notes on the Now Testament, beside his numerous let-
ters and copious diary. Sixteen octavo volumes of his
works were published some time after his death. Al-
ways calm and cheerful, curious and accurate, he
read new books, and looked upon novel and strange
things to the very last, with all the interest of youth.

Amid the complicated labors, the solemn drama of
that earnest, cheerful and laborious life drew to its
serene close. Already had one and another of his
earliest and best friends lain down to their eternal rest.
His brother Charles, blessed to the very end of his
fourscore years, in the church and his family, had
calmly and joyfully met the change whose last pangs
he had always dreaded. The saintly Fletcher too, had
gone. Fourscore years found Wesley still active,
traveling four thousand miles annually, preaching,
writing, and directing the extended business of the
society. Six years more and he began to feel that the
machine was wearing out. He could not well preach
more than twice a day. His service at five in the
morning, continued for so many years, was given up.
He wrote in his cash aceount book with a tremulous
hand, ¢ For upwards of eighty-six years I have kept
my accounts exaetly; I will not attempt it any longer,
being satisfied with the continual conviction that I
gave all I can, and give all I can, that is all I have.”
Thus elosed the acecounts of one who, never being
rich, gave away during his life, thirty thousand
pounds! ‘Time bas shaken me by the hand,” he
said in the words of his father, ¢ and death is not far
behind.”” The second day of March, 1791, came at
last. Sixty-ﬁv'e years of his ministey had passed
away. The horologue had pealed out the eighty-
eighth year of his life, and the hands of the dial stood
still forever.—Biblical Repository.

RevorMING the world is like patching an old coat,
which will soon need another patch; but if it were
not for reformers the world would always be out at

* the elbows.

Trose who live upon God. in use of the creature,
can also live upon him in the loss of the creature.

dead; and behold I am alive forevermore;

USE OF THE WORD LIFE IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

Tur question we have to consider is,—mnot whether
this word is sometimes employed in a secondary and
figurative sense, to denote the highest and all possible
good,—but whether, when it is one of the objects held
out to be sought after, and is matter of promise by
God through Christ, it has, or includes, the idea of con-
tinued and never-ending existence. The holders of
the popular doctrine, proceeding on the assumption
that all men have eternal life, in the literal sense, must,
of course, deny altogether that the idea of existence is
even included in the terms ¢ life,”” ¢ everlasting life,”
and the like. For seeing, according to the common
notion, that the wicked have everlasting life (taking
the phrase literally,) as well as the righteous, when
this i promised to the followers of Christ, as some-
thing peculiar to them and unutterably glorious, they
must perforce affirm that the phrase is used metaphor-
ieally, and only so, Will the serious reader do me the
favor to consider the following observations ?

1. That existence, and existence ounly (or at all
events chiefly), is meant by such words, in some pas-
sages, cannot be disputed.

For instance, when Christ appearing to Johu in Pat-
mos says, Rev. i, 18, «I am he that liveth, and was
;”’ nvo one
will affirm that the glorified Saviour, although, of
course, unutterably happy, meant at all to convey the
idea of happiness by the assertion of living, and being
alive forevermore; but the idea of an existence glori-
ously exempt forever from all liability to a second
death. So Prof. Stuartrightly expounds: ““Iwasindeed
subject to the power of death, yet only for a little time,
for behold! I live forever and ever; I have risen toa life
which can uwever be interrupted, never cease.” Stuars
in loc.

And so when in Rev. iv, 9, 10, ¢¢The living crea-
tures give glory, and houor, and thanks to him that
sat on the throne, who liveth forever and ever; and
the four-and-twenty elders fall down: before him that
sat on the throne, and worship him that Hveth forever
and ever;”’—no_one will wish to do away with the lit-
eral sense of the phrase employed, which appears to
be uged here something like the «“I AM” of the Old
Testament, to set forth the idea of infinite and inde-
pendent existence. The Jews were accustomed to
speak of God as emphatically ¢“the living God,” in
distinction from the heathen deities which were either
the objects of nature, the creations of their fancy, or
the work of their own hands; and the formula was
common, ““ As the Lord liveth,” &c.

So we are assured, Heb. vii, 25, that Christ <is able
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
bim, seeing he ever liveth, to make intercession for
them,”” where, without dispute,~the phrase is used lit-
erally. As it is in verse 16, of the same chapter,
where Christ is said to be a priest, <“not after the law
of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an
endless life.” But, as any concordance will give many
similar passages, the reader needs not be detained on
this first remark, except to observe—

That Christ himself, in the days of his flesh, as well
as subsequently, used the word in that literal sense
which it would naturally convey. Thus, for exanmple,
when he said, John v, 26, ““ As the Father hath life in
himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself.”” No one will affirm happiness to be here in-
tended, altbough God is the happy God, and Christ
partakes of his felicity, or deny that the word is used
in the strictest literalness. But to advance a step, it
may be observed— '

II. That the word is sometimes to be understood lit-
erally when men are spoken of; which will not be de-
nied by the keenest disputant.

Thus the apostle, in his famous discourse on Mars’
Hill, speaking of God, says, < He giveth to all life, and
breath, and all thisgs, . . . In him welive, and move,
and have our being.” And Christ affirmed, in a pas-
sage we bave already examined, ¢ God is not the God
of the dead but of the living.” Where by ¢ dead’’ we
must necessarily understand the idea that our Lord
was then controverting with the Sadducees, who held
that death was the utter end of man, and thatall who had

died were clean perished out of existence, and that for-
ever. Christ proved that the notion, as they held it,
was false, for that God, after the decease of the patri-
archs, had styled himself their God. Here the word
¢‘living,” then, is necessarily used by our Lord in its
natural sense; and, in this passage, he who brought
life and immortality to light teaches that there is an
existence after the body has yielded to decay. God is
not the God of the utterly non-existent and perished.
Death and life are here used for existence and non-ex-
istence. But, as a concordance will give a great num-
ber of texts in which the literal is the only possible
sense, the reader is referred thereto, that we may
avoid filling pages with quotations, and may come
still nearer to the very point of the present argument.
And it may be remarked—

T1I. That the word is sometimes to be understood
literally, when employed in a declaration of the bene-
fits bestowed by Christ on those who believe in him.

As, for example,—~Jobhn vi, 57, 58,—when Christ
says, ‘“ As the living Father hath sent me, and I live
by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall
live by me. This is that bread which, &c. He that
eateth of this bread shall live forever.” No expositor
would expound it thus,—¢ Ag the happy Father hath
gent me, and I am happy by the Father, so he that
eateth me shall be happy by me,—although a true sen-
timent. For the question all through the discourse,
was not concerning happiness, but abont bread that
could preserve from death, which the bread furnished
through Moses in the wilderness could not do. And
in the verse here quoted, since no one would wish to
set agide the literal sense of the word in the first and
second clauses, so neither can it be rejected in the
last; especially if regard be had to the scope of the
entire discourse.

So in John xiv, 19, “Because I live ye shall live
also.” Where, again, no one will venture seriously to
expound it, though the sentiment is true, <Becanse I
am happy, ye shall be happy also.” And to revert to
a passage already quoted, John v, 26, when Christ
says, ¢ For as the Father hath life in himself, so also
hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;” in
this connection it is, when obviously using the word
in its literal sensge, that he says in the verge immedi-
ately preceding, ¢Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, the
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God. and they that hear shall
live; for, as the Father hath life in himself,” &e.

And the statement of our Lord to Martha, weeping
bitter tears of sorrow, may perhaps be fairly adduced.
John xi, 28. ¢ Thy brother shall rise again.” But at
that moment of intense grief, when her recent loss wag
so vividly realized, the prospect of the general resur-
rection, to her apprehension so indefinitely remote,
did wot very greatly pacify ber mind; and her gra-
cious Lord, intending to gratify her wish, scarcely
half-formed and not to be intimated, begins to remind
her that the general resurrection was to be accom-
plished by himself, who counld, therefore, at any mo-
meunt, quicken whom he would. Itis to his words, at
this point of time, that the reader’s attention is in- -
vited.

When he says, verse 25, I am the resurreetion,”
we of course understand him, by the use of a common
figure of speech, to mean that he would be the efficient
cause, the author of the resurrection,—he would ac-
complish it, Now the word ¢ resurrection” is univer- ’
sally, and of necessity, here taken in its literal sense.
So, therefore, must the next word be ¢«life.”” «I
am the resurrection and the life.” Strange, indeed,
would it be to interprei the one word literally and the
vext word figuratively. Tn whatever way Christis < the
resurrection,” in the same way must he also be ‘the
life.” And it would indeed be something very like
wresting the Scriptures, to serve a purpose, to under-
stand the word ‘“resurreetion’ literally, and make the
very next word, ¢life,” a metaphor. Our Lord
teaches that he would raise the dead, and make thern
live again; and that if any who had believed were al-
ready dead, he would, nevertheless, raise them to life;
while of the then living. who believed, and who must
of course taste of death, it was a glorious fact that their
death, not being final, was not, strictly speaking, de-
serving of the name, for that they should live forever.
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This seems to me the general sentiment of these
verses; which are adduced here in support of the
idea that life, literally understood, is made the matter
of distinct declaration and promise by Christ. For in
this passage it will not do to spiritualize the words,
«life,”” and *¢he ghall live,” ¢ dead,” and ¢shall not
die forever,”” [ov uy amoflavy ecc Tov dw wva] seeing there
was no question mooted about spiritual death and life,
nor about misery and happiness. And to engraft
these ideas would be not only gratuitous, but would
spoil the beautiful propriety of our Lord’s discourse
on that sorrowful occasion, and make it altogether ir-
relevant.

And if the life here promised could possibly mean
happiness, then, according to the principles laid down
by the Eclectic Reviewer, and already referred to,
since Chrigt is the resurrection to all men, and the as-
gertion, ¢ I am the resurrection and the life,”” is made
generally and without discriminating any, all who are
raised from the dead by Christ will also be made eter-
nally happy by him! a conclusion which none will all
low to be deduced from this text. I submit, then,
that we must understand the terms in this passage lit-
erally.

But here it will doubtless occcur to the reader, that
if the spiritualizing process would make against the
popular notion, by representing happiness (life, taken
metaphorically,) as co-extensive with the resurrection,
—s0 the literal rendering of the passage makes as
completely against my view, by exhibiting continued
existence after regurrection as equally the portion of all.
Itis but fair that I should acknowledge whatever force
lies in this rejoinder; but it is, I believe, apparent,
and not real. Let it be remembered, then, that in the
last of the above two suggestions, I am merely using
the principle of an opponent to convince him that on
his own principle he must consent to understand the
word ¢¢life” literally. For the understanding it fig-
uratively, for happiness, and then applying to the dec-
laration his canon, that when no discrimination is af-
firmed the sense is universal, would make him a Uni-
versalist. I, however, deny this principle, so that the
argument stands -good against an opponent, but not
against myself. .And so I come back to this;—Christ
is the author of the resurrection, and the giver of the
life to be then enjoyed. This is a general assertion;
leaving us yet to ascertain who are to be raised—who
are to be endowed with life.

We are elsewhere agssured that all the dead, both
small and great, shall be raised, but that they only
shall receive eternal life, who are saved by Chrisgt: «I
give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never
perish.” ¢ All that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of condewmnation.” Let
this passage be accepted as expository of the former
one, showing who are to receive the erown of life when
they ave raised from the dead; for ag in that, life must
be understood literally, so in this. And then, by my
reviewer’s law of antithesis, taking life literally, we
understand the resurrection to condemnation to be a
retributive resurrection to a second death.

The reader will be' so kind as to remember that all
I am asserting under this third head is, that some-
times, at all events, life is to be literally understood,
when it is the subject matter of declaration and prom-
ise by Christ, and I have adduckd, as one proof, the
pagsage in John xi, 25.-

Another text already quoted may be referred to,
merely with this one object in view, namely, 2 Tim. i,
10, ¢“Christ hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.”” As suggested before, I cheer-
fully accept the ordinary interprefation, that life and
immortality .are put by hendiadys for immortal life,
and so content myself with pointing out the fact that
this is another passage in which life, as made the mat-
ter of declaration by Christ, must be understood liter-
ally, which leads us to make another remark, although
already somewhat anticipated, namely—

IV. That a belief of this assertion of the apostle’s
—that it is Christ especially who hath set in a clear
light the mighty doctrine of immortal life—would
seem to shut ug up to a literal rendering of those pas-

sages which contain such phrases as < life,” ‘eternal

L]

life,” ¢‘not perishing,” and the like, ag used by our
Lord.

For the case stands thus: An inspired apostle de-
clares that Christ hath brought this suhject of a future
and endless life to light. Then it is but reasonable to
expect to find in Christ’s diseourses this subject of in-
finite existence treated of more distinctly than in any
preceding revelation. And the points on which a mind
yearning for immortality requires authoritative in-
struction, seem to be these: First—Is there immortal-
ity for man at all? and if so, is it the prerogative of all
men indiscriminately, or only of some? And if of
some,—of whom, and how obtainable ?

Let it be borne in mind that the clearest light ever
shed on this momentous topic is that cast by Christ.
We come, then, to him who is expressly designated
¢ The Life,”” and of whom John says, i, 4, <In him
was life ; and the life was the light of men,”” which as-
sertion he seems to make ag still further illustrative of
the previous statement that the Word had created all
things; the Logos was possessed of, and was the
source of, all living energies.

But before we proceed to inquire at the hands of
Christ himself, the true doctrine of immortality, it
will be well to consider rather more distinetly the very
significant assurance, on the opening of John’s gospel,
that «“In him was life,” geeing tbat it is of life we are
inquiring. But as an independent exposition would
doubtless be every way preferable, I shall introduce a
part of Tittman’s Commentary on the phrase.

“The word {wp, when used of God to express some

‘divine attribute, as in this passage, evidently denotes

the power to possess and impart life, the principle of
life, life-giving power, creative power. Wherefore, ag
God lives forever, and ag he ia the author of life, he is
called ¢the living Ged,” in opposition to idels, which
have neither life nor power. 1 Sam. xvii, 26-86; Ps.
xlii, 8; lxxxiv, 8; 1 Thess. i, 9; 1 Tim. vi, 17. In
the last passage thiz explanation is added: ¢Who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” For the same
reason he is called *the fountain of life,” Ps. xxxvi,
10, and the ‘God of life,” Ps. xlii, 9; and he is said
‘to make alive,” ¢ to quicken,” Deut. xxxii, 39; 1 Tim.
vi, 18; and we are said ‘to live in God,’ ag our life
and activity are his gifts. The connection requires
this meaning to be assigned to the word ¢life’’ in
this passage, for, in the preceding verse, John had
spoken of the creation, and he now adds these words,
¢In him was life,” in order to show the reason where-
fore he ascribed, and could ascribe, so astonishing a
work to the Son of God,—namely, because he is able
to impart life to things which were not.

¢The same thing is evident from the parallel pas-
sage, chapter v, verse 26, which must be compared with
this in order to a clear perception of the force and mean-
ing of the word {wy. For John could not aseribe life to the
Son of God, in a sense different from that in which he
himself claimed it. But in the passage referred to he
says that he ¢ hathlife in himself,” which mnst be under-
stood of the powerto possesslife, and impart it to others.
The preceding and subsequent context require this in-
terpretation. TFor in the preceding verses he ascribes
to himself the power to raise up and quicken the dead;
and in the following verse, the power to judge, and to re-
ward and punish them,—both which require almighty
power. Again, the example of the Father, to whom our
Saviour appeals, puts this interpretation beyond all
doubt. ‘Asthe Fatherhathlife in himself, 8o hath hegiven
to the Son to have life in himself.” When <life’ is
ascribed to the Father, it manifestly denotes the life-
giving power. It cannot mean life, simply; for the
question is net, does God live, but does he impart life?
But the phrase, hath life in himself,” must signify,
hath power to impart life to others. The meaning
may be expressed thus: God is not like men, who
¢‘live, and move, and have their being’ in God,—he
has life in and of himself, he gives life to all, and all
who have life have it from him. The Son has life in
the same way as the Father—he hag it in himself as
the Father, and he can impart it to others as the Fa-
ther. From all this it is evident that the word ¢life,’
in the passage under consideration, bears the meaning
which I have assigned to it; and the words, ‘in him
was life,” have reference to all ereated things, or to
the whole universe; those which follow, ‘and the life

was the light of men,” refer to the human race. The
meaning may be expressed thus: He has life-giving
power, but he puts it forth chiefly for the happiness of
men.” * * * * * *

“In this passage, then, John exhibits the divine
dignity of the promised Saviour in two ways. In"the
words, ‘in him was life,” he aseribes to him creative
power; an attribute peculiar to the one living and
true God. Again, in the words, ‘and the life was the
light of men,” he aseribes to him power to communi-
cate happiness to men, and represents him ag the only
author of human life and felicity; and that for two
reasons; partly becauge he created men, but prinei-
pally because he redeems them from death and mis-
ery, and brings them, ag it were, into a new life; a
life of faith, purity, and spiritual joy in this world,
and of immortal happiness and glory in the world to
come.”’ '

To him, then, I say, made flesh and tabernacling
amongst us, through whom God made the world (¢ For
by him,” &e., Col. i, 16, 17), and who is to all crea-
tures the fountain of life, whence all their living ener-
gies are devived, we reverently approach, with the sen-
timent of Peter on our lips,~—¢ Thou hast the words of
eternal life.” And sitting, disciple-like, at the feet of
the great Master, we are ready to treasure up in our
hearts the gracious words that proceed out of his
mouth. Our guestion is touching life—and life inter-
minably prolonged—drawn out to all eternity. Assur-
edly he could not use words plainer, or more relevant,
than those employed in the very question we anxiously
propose. It is of life and of eternity we ask,—it is of
life and of eternity he speaks. And in these self-same
and plain terms he tells us of the very thing we inquire -
about; that is, he speaks to us of ¢life,” ¢ eternal
life,”” ¢ everlasting life,”” ¢ never perishing,’” &e.; in
a word, of immortality.

8o far, then, this might be satisfactory. But he goes
on to predicate this eternal life of a class only, speak-
ing of it as the gift of Grod through Christ, and con-
nected with believing on him affirming that « God s0
loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but
should have everlasting life.”” < I give unto my sheep
eternal life, and they shall never perish.” ¢ That he
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him.” While he affirms of all others that they shall
not see life,—that they shall be burned up like chaff,
—be destroyed both body and soul,—lose their life,—
perish.

Sinece, then, on this most momentous of all subjeocts,
we are, to a great extent, shut up to Christ; and then
seeing that the very best terms to denote the idea of
never-ending existence are employed by Christ, namely,
such as everlasting life, &c., I feel compelled to ground
my own hope of immortality on his mercifully-plain di-
rection; and so to follow implicitly his instructions,
laying hold on eternal life by cleaving to him with
full purpose of heart, and expecting it as the glorious
gift of him whoge title is, The Prince of Life, and who
is emphatically styled, « Christ our Life.””

For since we are referred to Christ for the clearest
light on this subject, and must therefore of necessity
find much in his discourses ahout immortal life, I ask
again, Where does Christ place in clear light this doec-
trine of immortal life, if not in those very passages
where he treats of it in these and similar terms?

But for various reasons, and many of them praise-
worthy, religious writers have been anxicus to demon-
strate that immortal life was placed in a very satisfac-
tory light long before Christ; and they searcely derive
any portion of their proof of snch an amazing fact as
infinite existence from the great teacher, who, accord-
ing to an inspired apostle, emphatically brought it to
light. But deriving their belief independently, and
for the most part affirming that a universal immortal-
ity is plainly discoverable on even the very first page
of revelation, they are driven to the necessity of mak-
ing the chief revealer of the doctrine not to teach any-
thing on the suhject, or next to nothing; as indeed
there was according to the popular notion, but little
need he should!

But, assuredly, if Christ be emphatically the teacher
of the doctrine of immortality, which, by apostolic au-
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thority, we are bound to consider him, he has taught
us to whom it pertaing. And then as certainly ke hag
taught, as plainly as words would allow, that this is
the gift of God, through himself, to them that believe.
8o that by how much we lay & fair philological and
historical stress on the apostle’s assertion, 2 Tim. i, 10,
by s0 much do we seem compelled to understand our
Lord Iliterally, when he promises eternal life to a

‘| class.

Here I may be sllowed to introduce a paragraph
‘from Abp. Whately on the subject.

¢Qn the whole, then, the Scriptures do not, I think,
afford us any ground for expecting that those who
‘shall be condemned at the last day as having wilfully
rejected or rebelled against their Lord, will be finally
delivered ; that their doom, and that of the evil angels,
will ever be reversed.

¢«“What that doom will be,—whether the terms in
which it is commonly spoken of in Scripture,—¢death,’
¢destruction,” ¢ perishing,’ &ec., are to he understood
figuratively, as denoting immortal life in a state of mis-

.ery, or more literally, as denoting a final extinction of
existence,—thisis quitea different question. Itiscertain
that the words, ‘life,” ‘eternal life,” ‘immortality,” &ec.,
are always applied to the condition of those, and of those
only, who shall at the last day be approved as ¢good
and faithful-servants,” who ave to enter into the joy of
their Lord. )

«¢ Life,” as applied to their condition, is usually un-
derstood to mean ‘happy life.’” And that theirs- will
be a happy life we are indeed plainly taught; but I
do not think we are anywhere taught that the word
life’ does of itself necessarily imply happiness. If so
indeed it would be a mere tautology to speak of a
‘happy life,” and a contradiction to speak of a ¢ mis-
erable life;” which we know is not the case, accord-
ing to the usage of nny language. Inall ages and coun-
tries ¢life,” and the words answering to it in other lan-
guages, have always been applied, in ordinary dis-
course, to a wretched life no less properly than to a

happy one. Life, therefore, iu the received sense of"

the word, would apply equally to the condition of the
blest 'and of the condemned, supposing these last to be
destined to continue forever living in a state of misery.
And yet, to their condition, the words ¢life’ and <im-
mortality ’ are never appli.ed in Scripture. If, there-
fore, we suppose the hearers of Jesus and his apostles
to have understood, as nearly as possible in the ordi-
. nary sense, the words employed, they must naturally
have conceived them to mean (if they were taught
nothing to the contrary,) that the condemned were re-
“ally and literally to be ‘destroyed,’ and cease to exist;
not that they were to exist forever in astate of wretch-
edness. For they are never spoken of as being kept
alive, but as forfeiting life; as, for instance, ‘*Ye will
not come unto me that ye may have life;”—<He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.” And again, ‘perdition,” ‘death,’
¢ destruction,’ are employed in numerous passages to
express the doom of the condemned. All which ex-
pressions would, as I have said, be naturally taken in
their usual and obvious sense, if nothing were taught
to the contrary.”’—Seripture Revelations Concerning o
Future State, §e., p. 228.

Here, however, we are called upon to meet one of
the chief objections urged against the doctrine we sug-
gest,

1t is alleged that, since the righteous do not merely
exist, but are made perfectly bappy through Christ,
and since eternsl life is emphatically the phrase by

" which the blessedness hie communicates is set forth, it
must necessarily be understood figuratively to mean
bappiness, and stands for the entire sum of the bless-
ings Christ bestows. And it is asked, since eternal
life is 80 emphatically promised as the magnificent re-
sult of a Saviour’s obedicnce unto death, how can we
believe that nothing more i3 meant than mere exist-
ence, drawn out though it be to all eternity. This ob-
jection has been urged as powerfully as it can be in the
Eeclectic Review, and it will be but right, therefore, to
state it in the writer’s own words.

¢« Paking, in the first instance, the passages which ex~
press the future state of the righteous by the term life,

the question beforc us is, whether in them this term
can be satisfactorily understood as meaning existence

merely. Now, when we consider that what is thus
spoken of under the term life is the subject of divine
promise, ‘the gift of God’ through Christ Jesus, the
result of his death, and the reward of faith in his
name, it is to us, we confess, in the highest degree un-
satisfactory to understand the term used of existence
merely. Some inestimable blessing must be here in-
tended. .

Mere existence, however, is not necessarily, or in it-
self, a'blessing. Whether it be a benefit at all, or the
contrary, depends wholly on the kind of existence, and
the manner in which it is employed. It may be con-
ceived of either as void of good, or as full of misery.
Mr. Dobney holds it to be conferred for a very long
period upon the wicked. We conclude, therefore, that
the connection demands some other meaning for the
word ¢life’ in these passages than existence merely,
and as happiness is an idea very much to the point,
and consistent with the usage of the term, we, in agree-
ment with the great majority of Scriptural commenta-
tors, adopt this as the meaning of it.”—Hclectic Re-~
view for August, 1845, p. 165.

Every one perceives that the entire force of the
question, which the reviewer has proposed in order to
answer, lies in the adverb wherewith he ends the sen-
tence. Take away his <“merely,” and what follows is
nothing to the point, for he is-arguing against the idea
of ¢“mere existence” being all that Christ has gained
for us, &c. All of which as no one has affirmed so no
one will contend for. And with all respect it is sub-
mitted that the question is not, as he ingeniously
states it, whether mere existence be all that Christ be-
stows, but whether or not Christ dbes bestow that im-
mortality which he fills with unspeakable happiness?
For the reviewer himself admits on the following page
that there are other terms in Scripture which convey
the notion of holiness, communion with God, &e. I
affirm, as strongly as words will serve, that the saved
shall receive through Christ, to whose gracious media-
tion they owe every blessing, botl in this world and
in that which is to come, every form and degree of
good of which they are capahle, and not bare ¢ exist-
ence merely.”

The reviewer then supposes two things which may
be alleged in bar of his conclusion; which conclusion,
however, we submit to be altogether useless to him,
ab initio, because he has, as we congeive, though of
course unintentionally, somewhat mis-stated the ques-
tion, But we quote again:

© ¢ It may be said further, that, although the term
¢life,” as descriptive of the future state of the right-
eous, no doubt means happiness, it means existence
also, and conveys the compound idea of a happy ex-
istence. This, however, is saying that a word hastwo
meanings in one and the same case, and that it is at
the same instant to be understood both literally and
metaphorically ; which seems to us to be altogether in-
admissible. We can-understand how it may be neces-
sary to interpret & word literally in one case, and
metaphorically in another; but what warrant there
can be for’interpreting a word.in both ways at once
is, to us, unintelligible. It is not until we have ascer-
tained that the literal meaning of a term will not serve,
that we have any liberty to annex a metaphorical meaa-
ingtoitatall; and how, after this, can the literal mean-
ing beretained ? The term life cannot justly he made to
convey the compound idea, happy. existence. It may
mean either exisience, or happiness, as taken either
literally or figuratively; but the taking it to mean one
determines that it does not in that case mean the
other. Besides, if life means happy existence, death
may mean miserable existence; a supposition entirely
fatal to Mr. Dobney’s argument.

««We return to the conclusion, therefore, that the
term life, when used descriptively of the future state
of the righteous, does not denote existence, but happi-
ness exclusively.

“ We do not know that it is necessary to strengthen
this conclusion by collateral evidence. It may be ob-
served, however, that the future state of the righteous
is represented in Scripture, not exclusively by the

‘term life, but by other terms also. These terms,

whether more brief or more extended, are uniformly
descriptive of happiness in various forms—of holiness,
of communion with God, of the presence of Christ, of
honor, of freedom from suffering, and other kindred
ideas. These are evidently the counterpart of the
word life; the several elements which go to make up
that state of happiness, most felicitously and emphat-
ieally expresged by the single term cwoy. Nowhere among
these diversifiéd descriptions do phrases oceur, tending
to show that existence itself is one of these elements;
yet if this were a part of <the gift of God,” so impor-
taunt a particular might be expected to appear, if not
always, yet on some other occasion than in the use of
the term life, which is so obviously generic, and inclu-
sive of the whole.”

I.shall content myself with offering a remark or two
on the chief points of the foregoing extract, seeing
that whatever force there may be in the entire argu-
ment I am conducting lies against the doctrine which
the reviewer maintains. But since he alleges that if
existence itself ¢ were a part of the gift of God,’—and
it seems strange to question -thisl--so important a
particular might be expected to appear on some other
occasion than in the use of the term life, I inquire
what better terms could have been selected I Remem-
bering the Egyptian darkness that covered the whole
earth on the subject of a future life and immortality,
would it not be every way best for that great Teacher,
who came to be a light unto the Gentiles, and whom
the common people heard so gladly, to use great plain-
ness of speech ? How was life to be better designated
than by the self-same word itself, with the addition of
the epithets eternal, everlasting, abiding forever; and
then the expression of the same thought negatively,—
shall not die forever, shall never perish, shall not die
any more?

Christ says, ¢¢As the living Father hath life in him- .

self, so hath he given to the Son to have life in him-
self,’—¢the Son  quickeneth whom he will,’~——¢giveth
life to whom he will,’—¢for the second Adam is & life-
giving spirit,’—<because I live ye shall live also,” &c.
If these terms are to be set aside as not teaching our
indebtedness for infinite existence (and let any one
try to realize it,) to Christ, I can scarcely conceive
how the fact was to have been taught; except indeed
the Scriptures had been constructed on quite a differ-
ent plan from that which infinite wisdom bas adopted,
and by which truth is not so much formally stated, as
in creeds, and catechisms, and articles, as it is inci-
dentally communicated. And if these terms are to be
deried as teaching that continued existence itself is
obtained for us by Christ (which existence he also fills
with ever-increasing happiness), then the Seriptures
would almost seem unfit for the common people; for

_that this is the obvious sense I respectfully submit.

And as to ‘life” being generic and inclusive: Sup-
pose it be conceded, what philological, or even dog-
matical, ebjection would then lie against understand-
ing it thus? <¢Life’ is & term generic and inclusive,
and meaus—(1.) Existence, literally; conscious be-
ing, without which, of course, no other good can be
possible: and—(2.) Happiness, because generally life
is esteemed of the highest importance; * Skin after
skin (one article of property after another), yea, &ll
that a man hath will he give for his life.” 8o that
the most valuable endowment of man, without which
he could have no other, is well chosen as the term by
which to set forth the whole sum of happiness, and
thus the word ¢life’ may mean continued existence
made happy. For, in further reply it is submitted,—

i. That no argument whatever can get aside the fact
already shown, that there are passages in which the
term must necessarily be understood literally, when
life—eternal life is the subject matter of declaration
and promise. )

ii. And if such passages are not allowed to teach the
grand doctrine of immortality, which Christ placed in
the clearest light, there are none that do teaclh it; and
the apostolic assertion, 2 Tim. i, 10, is eviscerated.

ifi. The same objection would apply equally to pas-
sages in which God is said to live forever and ever;
and it would be as reasonable to ask in a tone of tri-
umph, *“ What! are we to believe that mere existence

is predicated of God ?—Surely God is infinitely happy;

and therefore, when an angel or an apostle affirms
barely of him that he liveth forever and ever, this
formnla must convey the idea of infinite felicity.”
Every one would perceive this sort of argument to be
of little value, and the reply would be ready;—We
know from other sources that God over all is happy

for evermore, and are content to find in this one phrase
the one idea, which is indeed magnificent beyond con-
ception, of infinite existence.

So we know from other passages that they who re-
ceive the gift of life shall be made gloriously perfect
in all respects, in knowledge, purity, bliss; that they
shall see God, shall reign with Cbhrist, &c., &ec. Why
not pe content, then, to derive the amazing fact of nev-
er-ending existence from those texts that teach it;
and the ineffably-glorious characteristics of that ever-
lasting life, from the texts which more distinctly ex-
hibit them.
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“ ganatify them through thy Truth; thy Word is Tm{h.”

Barrie CrErx, Miom., THirp-Day, JuLy 28, 1868.

TURIAH SMITH, EDITOR.

WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION.

In the Advent Herald of Feb. 14, 1844, a brief state-
ment concerning prophetic time concludes thus: «We
must, therefore, if we read the Bible aright, be near
the termination of all the prophetic periods. Reader,
_ isit not worthy of your prayerful consideration?”

The Bible was read aright on this point in 1844, by
those who, illuminated by the Spirit of truth, were led
out to herald to the world the near approach of the
Son of man. The prophetic periods were then about
to terminate: and that fact was worthy the prayerfal
congideration of every reader.

But we have now to present to the reader another
fact more worthy still of his prayerful consideration,
and that is, that the prophetic periods all ave termin-
ated. So near are we now to the final consummation,
that we are down this side of all the great measuring
lines given in the word of God to mark the course of
events. An indefinite ¢little while”” only now inter-
venes before the coming of Him who is soon to come
and not to tarry.

The great fact that the prophetic periods have all
terminated, is worthy of special consideration, as it
brings the coming of the Lord very near. Many are
deceiving themselves with the idea that the prophetic
periods were given to mark the time of the advent,
and hence that there can be no consistent move-
ment on this question without a proclamation of defi-
nite time. They have, therefore, s time after time
has passed by, resorted to every eonceivable species
of assumption and guess-work to fix new points in
the future. In this they are only virtually saying,
¢ My Lord delayeth-his coming :” for there is no pro-
phetic period which reaches to the coming of the Lord.
These periods are not given to mark that event. Im-
portant movements are to be made, and important
works accomplished, between their termination and
the actual appearing of Christ; and if they have not
yet terminated, it only follows that the coming of
Christ is farther off than every other indication would
lead us to suppose. Itis a false position which thus
puts off the coming of Christ, and one which is full of
danger. But there is no occasion for it; for the voice
of history and the testimony of the word of God rightly
read together, show, not that we are to look to the fu-
ture.for the termination of the periods, and then to
wait for all the events that are to follow, before we
can hope to see the Lord, but that we are even now in
the very midst, perhaps near the conclusion, of those
events which were to follow the close of all prophetic
time, alarm the wicked, and bring joy to the saints, as
the King of the earth draws near. Viewing thus the
prophetic periods all in the past, for which there is
abundant proof, we are not led to put off the coming
of the Lord, but are brought, as it were, face to face
with the great day. ILet the reader consider well this
solemn truth.

That we are past the prophetic periods is again wor-
thy of consideration, because we are thus brought into
the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary. This, in
the type, was the solemn day of the year for all Israel,
who reverently gathered around the sanctuary and af-
flicted their souls lest they should be cut off from the
people of God. And the period of the cleansing of the
new-covenant sanctuary, Heb. viii, ix, is the most sol-
emn period of this dispensation for the Christian
church. Inthis service, performed once for all, the
plan of salvation is now drawing to & conclusion.
And as Israel of old intently listened to hear the sound
of their priest as he came out from making an atone-
ment for them before the Lord, so we are to under-
stand the position of our great High Priest, and watch
that we may be ready for him when he shall come
forth to pronounce the everlasting covenant of peace
with his people.

If the prophetic periods have ended, the angel of

Rev. x, has falfilled his mission, and we are having
the last message of mercy; for there is to be only one
more message to the people, after the proclamation of
that angel is uttered. Verse 11.

If the prophetic periods have ended, the temple of
God has been opened in Heaven, and there is seen the
ark of his testament. Special attention is drawn to
the law of God, and men are called upon to carefully
examine, that their lives may correspond to its every
precept.

If the prophetic periods have ended, the seventh
angel has commenced to sound. Then the anger of
the nations has come; and the wrath of God, the re-
ward of the righteous, and the destruction of the
wicked, transpire in quick succession.

These are some of the events that follow this por-
tion of prophetic fulfillment. Isnot the inquiry, then,
whether these periods have terminated, worthy the
serious attention of the reader?

The prophetic periods, terminated! Startling fact!
Oh, that we could realize its full import! Those long
lines of years which from the prophets’ days struck
forward almost to the border of the eternal kingdom,
are all completed. A little period, indefinite in dura-
tion, but full of commotion, calamity, and peril, now
remains to seal the probation of a rebellious race.
The termination of the periods shows that we have
reached this point. Givento guide the church through
the labyrinth of time, they bring us to this fearful final
hour, and here leave us. And as they are borne away
from us info the past on the rapid tide, and we loose
our grasp of them, we are to stretch every nerve to
gain the immortal shore befove us. An indifferent
mariner, as he drew near some dangerous, rock-bound
coast, sleepy, careless, or drunken, would be the exe-
cration of mankind. A careless professor in these
closing days of peril, is the grief of angels and the
joy of devils. Reader, awake to the times in which we
live; for these things are worthy of your prayerful
congideration.

NOT AS IT SHOULD BE.

Tur present limited circulation of those pamphlets
published from time to time, containing testimony for
the chureh, is in a great degree owing to ihe want of &
proper plan for circulating them. Some less than
2000 of these testimonies are taken, while the Review
is received by twice as many. This is wot as it should
be. -While all who read the REview, might not be
profited by them at present, thera are at least 1000 of
its readers ‘who should read them, who do not. Those
are the very persons, above all others, who need to
read them, ’

The ardent friends of the cause will obtain them
and read them with & degree of profit, while those
less ardent, less sacrificiug and true to the cause, less
spiritual and godly, the very ones addressed in the
testimonies, the very omes who peed them most,
do not send for them. Heuce the great design in giv-~
ing them, in writing and publishing them, is nearly
lost. It would be better to give these testimonies in
the REview. But there are two objections to this.
First, they should be in pamphlet form, to be pre-
served as matters of ready reference. Second, they
are testimonies fo the church. The circulation of the
Revisw reaches beyond. .

I have long been settled on the following, as the
best plan to circulate the Testimonies :

1. Print an edition of at least 8500, and send
it to the subscribers of the Review, excépting those
persons who%re not in a state of mind to be benefited
by such reading. Should any receive it who do not
wigh to receive such testimony, or should any wish it
to whom it might not be sent, all such persons could
give notice. Thus could a large list be obtained of
those who would with interest read the Testimonies.
This would be nearly double their present number of
readers. But what is most to be regarded, they would
thus reach a large class of persons, who, above all
others, need them. And this would save the station-
ery, time of writing, and postage of many hundreds of

1 letters ordering each number of the Testimonies.

2. Time in doing the business at the Office relative

to the Testimonies in little driblets, and burdening the
Revizw with many names and small amounts, under
the head of ‘“Books sent by Mail.”” Instead of all this,
when & testimony is printed, it ¢an be sent out to all
who wish it, with less trouble at the Office, and none
to those who receive it. The expense can be met by
donations from all who wish this kind of reading to
be in the hands of those whoneed it. There would be
no difficulty in raising quite a fund for this purpose.
The receipts could be given on third page of the
cover of each number, with the statement of cost, so
that all the friends could see if means were needed.
I am prepared to say that in editions of 3000 copies,
these Testimonies can be semnt out, post paid, at the
rate of ten pages for one cent, or ten cents a copy,
the size of No. 15.

Number 16 will be ready in August, and will con-
tain matter of great interest to those who believe these
testimonies are from the Lord. Those who are in fa-
vor of the above suggestions, will pIéase respond im-
mediately. Let churches take action upon the subject,
get subscriptions, and let those who approve send
their donations or pledges in immediately, Also scat-
tered brethren will please vespond. Address Elder
James White, Greenville, Montcalm Co.,- Mich. If
more convenient, donations for this object can be sent
to the Review Office.

T will give $5.00, to send No. 16 as above suggested,
and Mrs. W. will give $5.00 more. J. W,

REPORT FROM THE IOWA TENT.

A7 the time of our last report, our meetings in this
place had fairly commenced. They have continued
till the present time, and still the interest is good.
Our congregations have ranged from four hundred to
one thousand since we have been here. Every person
admits there has never been such a stir, apon any sub-
jeet, in this community since it firdt settlement. In
every house, almost, and in all the stores of the place,
the first book to be seen is the Bible. Many people
who have scarcely ever looked at their Bibles before,
have been studying them much of Iate. And men who
have not been seen to attend meeting for years, have
come out, night after night, after working hard all
day in=the hay or harvest field; indeed, they have
come night after night, fpur and five miles, getting
home and to their rest not before miduight. All must
see that this shows some interest, in this extremely hot
weather, and when business is so driving.

The clergy of the place have mostly acted as the
Jews did anciently, when they saw the interest
awakened by the preaching of the apostles—they were
filled with ¢“envy” and jealousy. It has been no-
ticed by many citizens, that while the ministers have
been praying a long time for gomething to come along
to awaken an interest in religion in the place, as soon
as the interest was seen, they seemed to be offended
at it, and began immediately to act in public and pri-
vate against us. But our congregations have been
large in spite of all they could do against us, while in
some cases they have had hardly enough for 8 meeting.
A large circus came here, and it was said by the citi-
zens that it did not pay expenses into & hundred dol-
lars, while our congregation was not perceptibly de-
creased.

The Sabbath question made & great stir, and the
ministers knowing no other way to hold the people,
sent invitation after invitation to Mr. Evaus, g promi-
nent Methodist champion, of Washington, to come to
their relief. He has the reputation of being as well
qualified. to uphold their side of the question as any
Methodist minister in the State. Last week he came
on, snd the discussion was entered upon at once. He
takes Mr, Akers’ position of two changes of the Sab-
bath, one at the coming out of Egypt, and the other at
the resurrection, but he did not bring out the great ar-
ray of figures which Aker uses, but kept to the Bible.
He held that the creation week was composed of long,
indefinite periods, and quoted 2 Pet. iii, 4-8, to prove
it; that the thousand-year day referred to the days of
creation; not that the creation days were just one
thousand years long, but indefinite. He held that the
Creator’s rest only consisted of the fact that he had
finished the work of creation the day before, and that
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it had no reference to instituting a rest for man, He
tried to make it appear that the day on which God
rested was man’s first-day; so that i/ the Creator’s
rest had anything to do with a future Sabbath for man,
it was the first day of man’s week; o that he should
keep the first day of the week; and that all the Gen-
tiles had kept that day, while the seventh-day Sabbath
wag made exclusively for the Jews. The fourth com-
mandment, of course, could be stretched to cover any
day of the week.

In his proof for the first change of the Sabbath from
what he called the true seventh day back to the sixth,
it was rather amusing to see the haste with which he
quoted a list of seriptures, merely giving the chapter
and verse, without reading one of them, and with such
haste that & person could hardly follow him and write
them down, while if a person should examine them
separately he would find himself utterly unable to see
their application to the point in question.

Of course all the old arguments for first-day observ-
ance were enlarged upon and made the most of. In
thig report it would not be profitable to take them all
up. The whoie attempt seemed like an effort to tear
uyp the foundations of the Sabbatic institution, throw
much dust and fog, and in the meantime, in the con-
fugion and uproar, make it appear that the ¢ venerable
day of the sun” wag entitled to the place so long oc-
cupied by the Sabbath of the Lord. And if clever
pettifogging, strong assertions, and repeated denials
of the most direct proof from the other side, would an-
swer,-he would have made out & case. As it was he
did not succeed, nor could he blind the minds of the
mass of the audience. Several of the strongest reasons
adduced by Bro. Cornell he did not attempt to answer.
For instance, such as this: The reasons upon which
the Sabbatic ingtitution is based—the fact that God
rested upon the seventh day, blessed and hallowed the
day because he did rest upon it, and because of these
facts commands us to keep it. While these reasons
remain, the institution founded upon them must nec-
essarily remain algo; and as thege reasons can never
apply to any other day but that one on which the Cre-
ator’s rest occurred, therefure the Sabbath can never
be changed to another day. Although Mr. Evans’ at-
tention was called to these arguments repeatedly, yet
he did not gee fit to notice them.

We believe the result of the discussion hag been good
for the cause here. We have not heard of a single
person who was favorable to the Sabbath of the Lord,
being turned away, while we have heard of a dozen
who have becomwe convinced by it that we have the
truth; and many remark that while Mr. Evans, at the
outset, promised to leave them their old Sabbath, he
has failed to do i,

The day following the discussion, Bre. Cornell gave
8 discourse on the Mark and Seal, and at the close
called for a vote of all those who thought we had
proved our position on the Sabbath question, from the
Bible, to arise. Some three or four hundred srose,
while there were many on the outside who could not
vote. When the vote in favor of the first day was
called for, two rose up. Then he called for a vote of
all those who were determined to keep it, to arise.
Some over fifty rose up. We think there are nearly
geventy-five who have already expressed a determin-
ation to keep the Sabbath of the Lord, while many
more are convinced, but are fearing the cross. What
the final result will be, we cannot tell, but we expect,
by the help of the Lord to see a company of Sabbath-
keepers in Brighton. Most of the labor has fallen
upon Bro. Cornell, and owing to the extremely warm
weather, he is much worn. We hope for the prayers
of God’s people, that He may prosper our enterprise,
and that much good may result from our labors. We
expect-to remain here geveral weeks yet.
Gro. 1. Burier,
M. E. CorNELL.

N

Brighton, Towa, July 14, 1868,

REPORT FROM BRO. VAN HORN.

Sinok my last report I have spent four weeks in the
village of Croton, Newaygoe Co., Mich. During this
time, I gave twenty-four discourses. But little effect
was made on the minds of the people in favor of the

truth. Some confessed that it was the truth, but had
no willingness to obey if. A few wealthy lumbermen
lived in the place, who seemed to control the whole
town. Very few came out to meeting, but every
pleasure party and dance was well attended. There
are between two and three hundred inhabitants in the
town, but the professors of religion will not exceed a
dozen, and the possessors would be still less. I dis-
posed of about $10 worth of books, but Bro Roberts
took & good share of them.

My going to the place has been of much good to me,
I have been made to feel my entire dependence on the
Lord, to succeed in any way to do his work. I felt
perfectly clear in leaving the place as soon as I did.

Last Sabbath I spent with the church at Wright.
This was the first time I ever met with them, and I
enjoyed the meeting very much. The Lord gave me

..{ good freedom while speaking on the subject of Faith.

Yesterday (Sunday, July 12,) Bro. Buck brought me
about twelve miles north of Wright in the neighbor-
hood where Bro. Bell's relatives live. We had about
five hours to circulate an appointment for the evening,
With this short notice, about fifty came out to hear,
which we think is doing well for a common school dis-
trict in a new country. May the Lord: prosper the
work here, so that there may be a little company
raised up that will keep 81l the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus. I. D. Vax Horn,

P. S. My P. O. address for a few wéeks will be
Slocum’s Grove, Muskegon Co., Mich. i b. V. H,

REPORT FROM BRN. LOUGHBOROUGH
AND BOURDEAU.

TuingiNg that the friends of the cause would be
interested 1o hear from us often, and to learn how we
are progressing in our journey, we improve this our
last opportunity of sending a few lines to the Revisw
before reaching the place of our destination. We are
now a little less than 200 miles from Aspinwall, at the
Isthmus, and about 1800 from New York. We expect
to reach Aspinwall to-morrow; and after spending
about three hours in crossing the Isthmus by railroad,
we hope to get aboard of the ¢ Golden City” (the name
of our steamer on the Pacific Ocean), and to get all
settled in our minds by the commencement of the Sab-
bath.

Before connecting this report with our last, we
would refer to one or two circumstances which occurred
before we left New York city. The first was our going
into the steeple of Trinity Chureh, at an elevation of 250
feet, to get at once the most commanding view of the
city, which we had but little time to visit. The
scenery was most imposing. We had in a short time a
view of the most important parts of this large and pop-
ulous city.. This church is situated on Broadway,
which was crowded for miles with people of every age
and distinetion, and near Wall Street, which is bounded
by buildings occupied mostly by the principal bankers
and brokers in this city. Here a flood of thrilling
thoughts crowded themselves into our minds in quick
guccession. But wehave not time nor strength to men~
tion all. We thought of Satan’s taking Christ on the
pinnacle of the temple; of Christ’s weeping over Jeru-
salem from the descent of mount Olivet; of the voice
of God in the time of trouble, which will cause the
mountaing, and the eities of. the nations, to crumble
and fall. And the thought ocourred to our minds,

‘How few in this proud and corrupted eity were pre-

pared for this time of trouble. But God knows thoge
who are his, and will open for them a way of escape.

The next circumstance we wished to mention was,
that the bridge connecting the wharf with our boat,
broke down under the heavy weight of those hurrying
to the boat before its leaving the shore, causing a tum-
bling of passengers and baggage together toward the
water, and terrible shrieks, and great excitement.
But no lives were lost. We could not refrain from
praising the Lord that we had previously retired to
our rooms in the boat, and were not in the crowd at
the time, but were only where we could witness this
oceurrence unmolested by it,

At the date of our last report, we had passed gome of
the Bahama Islands. Since then, we have passed by

- Held three meetings here.

Cuba, and in sight of Hayti.. It will be remembered
by our readers that it was in Port Au Prince on this
island that 3. W, Morton was sent as a missionary by
the Presbyterians, and where he emhraced the Sab-
bath. He afterward wrote the celehrated work, enti-
tled, ¢ The Vindieation of the True Sabbath.”

We have suffered much from the heat since writing
our last. This is a far more wearing journey than it
would be to go to Europe. First, the distance is nearly
double; and second, there is a greater variation in
climate and temperature than there would be in going
to France or England. ThSugh we have all been more
or less weakened, yet our minds are clear, and we are
of good eourage, trusting in the Lord. The more we
journey toward California, the more we become con-
vinced that we are in the path of duty, and that the
Lord is going before us. We at times feel the sweet
blessing of the Lord. We know that if we go with your
prayers and with our lives in our hands, having no
other object than to glorify God by saving souls, that
we will see good fruits of our labors.

We have also learned that there aye many French
from France in California. This makes our mission
the more interesting to us. DBut we will need weeks
and perhaps months before we can show much fruit of
our labors, ag it will require time fo rest from the
wear of this journey, to select a pi-oper place for our
head-quarters, and to commence active operations.

J. N. Loversorouan.
D. T. BourDEAU.
Caribbean Sea, July 2, 1868.

REPORT FROM BRO. HUTCHINS.

Bro. SmiTH: Since returning home, in addition to
getting things in order there, which seemed necessary
after being absent so long, I have visited a few breth-
ren, and attended meetings in different chnrches.
Have met with the brethren in Wolcott four Sabbaths.

Our numbers here are few, several of the brethren and

gisters having moved from here withiu fifteen months,
and gone to other churches. We hope they are striv-
ing to overcome, and that those of us who still remain,
may so live as to meet them in the home of the ve-
deemed. We were happy to meet with the brethren
avd sisters in W. again after so long an absence.
Think our seasons of worship iogether were profitable.

The last Sabbath in June we spent with a few be-
lievers in Johnson, at Bro. R. Loveland’s, This fam-
ily have passed through many deep afflictions. Bat
they have drawn sustaining graee from the Most High,
which enables them to say, <It is good for me that 1
have been afflicted.” Dear brethren and sisters, it is
your privilege and mine, to grow in grace and to hold
gweet communjon with the dear Saviour, even in the
depths of trial. Our vigit with these dear friends, also
with our beloved brother and sister Wiswell, was re-
freshing. .

Last Sabbath we spent with the church in Sutton.
In the last, the ordinances
were celebrated. Was glad to meet with a few from a
distance. It is good to see the strength awnd decision
of churacter which some of the lonely ones manifest,
The Lord will bless-the faithful, and give strength
equal to their day,

I was also glad to here meet again with a brother of
the Advent faith, who embraced the Bible Sabbath
fifteen years since, while Bro. Sperry and myself were
holding meetings in Noxthern N. Y. This brother we
respected and loved. He ran well for a seagon. He
says he does not now see it to be duty to observe the

seventh-day Sabbath, yet he frankly confessed that it -

was not till ke had backslidden that he ceased to ob-
serve it. We feel deeply anxious that he may again
see the light and truth on this important subject, and
ohece more be numbered with commandment-keepers,
with them suffer, with them overcome; and with them
“enter into life.”” A blessed and glorious prospect is
held out before such, and their reward will soon be
given. A. 8, HurcHINS.
Irasburgh, Vt., July 15, 1868, . ’

REeAper, consider geriously that it is sin which in
this life debases a person, and in the next life destroys
him,

© B
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COME, GO TO THE SHOW.

A SNARE OF SATAN.

s Ler's go to the fair—they 11 all be there—
The young and old, and the maiden fair;
The streets are lined! just see them go!.
Come! come away, let’s go to the show.”

I must forbear, I can’t go there,
Though all the town attend the fair;
'Tis worldly pleasure, pomp and show;
A snare of Satan, I dare not go.

“Yes, go to the fair, nought can compare
With the splendid sights they offer there;
Such things indeed, all ought to know,
Come, don’t be a fogy, let’s go to the show.”

Those splendid views, so rich and fair,
Will vanigh soon like empty air,

With all who feast on such vain show ;
There’s danger there, I dare not go.

“Come, go to the fair, the priest goes there,
And meets with smiles and special care;
Besides, near all his flock will go,

Why scruple then, let’s go to the show.”

The priest is there; but will he dare

To say this world is false, though fair?

If g0, and still persists to go,

He’s caught in the snare, afd bound to woe.

“Come, go to the fair, how can you dare
To think that yow're so good and rare;
When preacher, deacon, and church can go,
Are you toe good to go to the show ?”

Through grace, I would be good and rare,
And ever live for another fair,

Where all the world in tears will go;
Say, are you ready for this solemn show?

Are you ready to meet that fearful day,

When Heaven and earth shall pass away?

For ready or not, you'll have to go,

And you'd better prepare for that solemn show.
1. K. L—in World's Crisis.

FREEMASONRY.—IV,
Credibility of the Booke Revealing Freemasonry. -

BY REV. CHARLES . FINNEY.

I rurTHER observe: (3.) The credibility of these
books in which Masonry is revealed is evident from the
following considerations: .

(a.) The murder of Morgan by Freemasons was an em-
phatic acknowledgment that ke had revealed thewr secrets.
For, if he had not, he had not incurred the penalty of
Masonic obligations. They murdered him hecause he
had truly revealed their secrets: and they could have
had no motive whatever for murdering him if he had
not done so, .

(3.) The ecredibility of these books is further sus-

tained by the fact that adhering Masons did then, and

have always, justified the murder of Morgan as that
which their oaths obliged them to do. They have
said that he deserved it; and that he had taken upon
him the obligation, consenting to suffer the penalty if
he violated it. In the two small volumes published by
Elder Stearns, letters will be found from the most re-
spectable and reliable Christian men, that fully sustain
this statement, that the adhering fra.terﬁity, with very
fow exceptions, at that time, justified the murder of
Morgan. In thus justifying that murder they, of
" oourse, admit that he had violated his oath, and had
truly published Freemasonry. I would quote these
testimonies ; but, as they can be read from the books
themselves, I will not cumber your pages by copying
them.

(c.) The credibility of these books iz sustained by
the express testimony of the seceding Masons, who, af-
ter hearing them read, ordered them printed.

'(d.) The testimony of these books is further sus-
tained by the report of a committee appointed at that
time by the legislature of Rhode Island. That body ap-
pointed & committee, and gave them authority to arrest
and examine Freemasons to ascertain whether the
onths published in these books were truly the oaths of
Freemasons. This committee succeeded in bringing
before them men that had taken the first ten degrees
‘of Freemagonry. They put them on oath under the

pains and penalties of perjury. In these circumstan-
ces they did not dare to deny it ; but owned to the com-
mittee that they were the oaths takenr by Freemasons.
I said that they did not dare to deny it, because they
were well aware that of seceding Masons hundreds and
thousands might be obtained who would confront them
and prove them guilty of perjury if they denied it.

I should bave said that these Masons that were ar-
rested, and that testified before this committee, were
not seceding, but adkering Masons, So that here for the
first ten degrees of Freemasonry we have the admission
on oath of adﬁerz’ny Masons that these books truly pub-
lished their oaths. Thesge facts may be learned from
the records of the legislature, or from John Quincy
Adams’ letters to Mr. Livingstone, who was at the
head of the Masonic institution in the State of New
York at that time.

(e.) The credibility of the testimony of these books
is still further sustained by the implied admission of the
two thousand lodges that suspended because their se-
crets were revealed, and because they were ashamed
any longer to be known as sustaining the institution.
These lodges, as I have before said, contained some
forty-five thousand members. Now it should be particu-
larly noted that, of all the seceding Masons in the
United States, not one of them has ever, to my know-
ledge, denied that these books had truly revealed the
secrets of Masonry; while it is true that the five thou-
sand who did not secéde would never acknowledge
that these books were credible. A worthy minister,
who used to reside in this place, who has himseiftaken
a great many degrees in Masonry, wrote to one of our
citizens, a few months since, denouncing the institu-
tion in strong terms. He is a man who has traveled

much among Freemasons for many years in various

parts of the United States; and in that letter he af-
firmed that he had never known but one adkering Ma-
son who would not deny, to those that did not know
better, that those books had truly revealed Masonry.
This is what might be expected.

(f-) The credibility of these books is further sus-
tained by the published individual testimony of a great
many men of unquestionable veracity—men, standing
high in the Christian ministry, and in the church and
state.

The books, to which I have alluded, contain verymuch
of this kind of testimony.

But to all this testimony adhering Masons bave ob-
jected, First, that the movement against Freemasonry
was a political one. Answer: I have already said
that by its having seized upon all the civil offices, and
totally obstructing the course of justice, it was forced
into politics by Masons themselves.

It was found that there was no other way than for
the people to rise up and take the offices out of their
hands by political action. At first there was no
thought on the part of any one, so far as I could learn,
that it would ever become a political question. But if
was soon found that there was no other alternative,

But, again, it is said, Why should we receive the tes-
timony of those men who have passed away, rather
than the testimony of the living, thousands of whom
now affirm that those books did not truly reveal Ma-
gonry ?

To this I answer that these men are every one of
them sworn to lie about it. If they adhere to their
oaths, they are sworn to deny that these books truly
revesl Masonry; and, therefore, their testimony is not
to be received at all. But thousands of the seceding
Masons still survive, and univergally adhere to their teg-
timony that those books did truly reveal Masonry.

But it is-said that Masonry is reformed, and is mot

'now what it was at that time.

Answer: First, this, then, is-a virtual acknowledg-
ment that at that time it was truly revealed. This is
contradicting themselves. As long as they can, they
deny that these books truly reveal it. But when forty-
five thousand witnesses are summoned, among whom
are g great many of the most valuable citizens of the
United States, insomuch that they can have no face to
deny that Masonry was reveualed, as it then was, then
we are told, «“Oh! it is reformed; it is not what it
was.” ’ .

But, again, if they have reformed, the burden of

Lproof is upon them.

It is for them to show whether
they have reformed out of those things that rendered
it s0 odious in & morul point of view, and so dangerous
in a political point of view, as those books revealed it
to be. '

Again, their autkorities do not pretend that it has
been reformed., Their most-recently-published books
take exactly the opposite ground, claiming that it is
one and identical with what it was in the beginning ;
and that it neither has been nor can be changedin
any of its essential primciples or usages. They ex-
pressly require of their candidates to conform to all
the ancient principles and usages of the institution.

I might sustain these assertions by copious extracts
from their works, if it would not too much encumber
this article. Let those who wish to know, get their
books, and read them for themselves. If anything
can be established by human testimony, it is forever
beyond a doubt that Mr. Morgan, Elder Bernard, Mr.
Richardson, and others that published Masonry, have
published it substantially as it was and .

I have already said that their secrets are never
written by themselves. All their secrets are commu-
nicated orally. They take a great deal of pains to se-
cure entire uniformity in regard to every word and
sentiment which they teach. Each State has its lec-
turers, who go from lodge to lodge to teach and secure
a uniformity as nearly perfect as possible.

And then there is a United States lecturer, who goes
from State to State, to see that the grand lodges are
all consistent with each other.

In spite, however, of all this painstaking and ex-
pense, slight verbal differences will exist among them.
Bul these differences are only in words. The ideas
are retained ; but in some few instances they are ex-
pressed by different words, as we shall see when we
come to examine the books themselves.

The fact is, that the great mass of young men who
have joined them have been grossly deceived. Having
been imposed upon, as I was imposed upon, they have
been made to believe that the institution is a very dif-
ferent matter from what it really is.

We shall see hereafter how this imposition could be
practiced upon them, and how it has been practiced
upon them.

I would not be understood as denouncing the indi-
viduals composing the whole fraternity ; for I am per-
fectly well persuaded that the great mags of the young
men who belong to the institution ave laboring under
a great delusion in regard to its real object, character,
and tendency.

Lastly, it is inquired why we go to the enemies of
Freemasonry for 2 knowledge of what it is, instead of
golting our information from its friends. **Why not”
they say, ¢ allow us to speak for ourselves? - We know
what it is, and we can inform the public what it is;
and why should you go to our enemies ?”

To thie I answer, that we cannot learn what the se-
crets of Masonry are from its friends and adherents,
because they are under oath to. give us no information
about them. We are, therefore, under the necessity,
if we would know what it is, of taking the testimony
of those who know what it is by having taken its de-
grees, and have, from conscientious motives, renounced
the institution. If they ave its enemies, it is only in
the sense that they regard the institution as not only
unworthy of patronage, but as so wicked in a moral
point of view, and so dangerous in a political point of
view, that they feel constrained to reveal its secrets,
and ‘publicly to renounce it. These are the only men
from whom we can possibly get any informsation of
what Freemasonry is. It is absurd for gdhering Ma-
sons o ask us why we do not allow fkem to teach us
what it ig; for we know, and they know, that they can
do no such thing without violating their oaths, and
these oaths they still acknowledge to be binding upon
them,

“Buy the truth, and sell it not:” Remember you
can never over-buy it, whatsoever you give for it; you
can never sufficiently sell it if you should have all the
world in exchange for it.

THERE I8 no greater obstacle in the way of success
in life than trusting for something to turn up instead

of going to work and turning up something.
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THE BEAUTIFUL LAND.

————

Ap T git here alone, sighing for the society of those
-of like precious faith, my thoughts ascend to that
beautiful home above, where there are mansions pre-
paring for those that love his appearing, where we
shall soon meet, if faithful. There all hearis beat in
love and unison. All tongues are singing the match-
less depths of our Saviour’s love. All are clothed in

ghining garments; erowns of gold adorn each brow,’

and every hand bears a palm of victory. As by faith
I behold this bright vision ofglory, I am sighing to be
there; but with patience would I wait all the days of
ny appointed time, till my change come. I can wander
alone here in this desert ¢ a little while longer.” I
can endure these trialg and afflictions a few more days,
for they will work out for me a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, while I look not at the things
that are seen; and if I am faithful unto the end, I shall
hear those faithful words, Well done, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord. .Oh, will not that be enough,
though I pass my sojourning here in sorrow and afilic-
tion? Though chosenin the furnace, yet I hear his
sweet voice tenderly whispering, My grace is sufficient
for-thee. Blessed promise to the lonely pilgrim here;
and though the pathway be thorny, yet the comforter
is here. Oh! how sweet is his presence; how wel-
come his voice, I will sup with thes. Every want is
supplied, every sigh is hushed, every tear is wiped
away, for that beautiful land is near. Already I dis-
cern the evergreen shore, and the songs of the heav-
enly hosts greet my enraptured ears, and I ecan but
exclaim, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.

" «Time has nearly reached its sum;
All things with the bride say, Come;
Jesus, whom all worlds adore,
Come, and reign forevermore.”
L. E. MLNg.

WHAT CAN WE EACH DO TO ADVANCE THE
CAUSE OF GOD?

Frrst, living out the truth by a strict conformity to
it; a decided, conscientious, uncompromising course,
yet a life of real meekness, will do much in recommend-
ing the truth. We are a peculiar pe_ople, and are be-
coming more and more so. The health reform makes
us appear very odd in the eyes of many, and is the
cause of many questions being asked, and remarks
being made; and, How shall we best recommend it? is
the question. To move just right is important. The
question with us should be, What is right? What is
the rule given? Not, How far can we deviate from the
rule and pass? Then if the question is asked why we
dregs thus, we can meekly answer, We think it is for
our health, Then just put into the inquirer’s hands
the tract on dress. Every Sabbath-keeping family
should have them on hand. Tf asked why we discard
such and such foed, and live on a plain diet, we also
can say, We think it is for our health; and then for
an explanation of our course, lend them « How to Live,”
or the Health Reformer (many times a subseriber may
he obtained); and so it is in relation to the Sabbath,
and other points of our faith. Let every brother and
sister have tracts on hand for this purpose, and make
it our daily business to thus recommend the truth. This
course will have much to do in removing prejudice,
and preparing minds for the reception of the truth.
We should be * zealous of good works.” .

Again, our conversation has much to do 1n recom-
mending the truth. Let it be holy and chaste; not
altogether upon worldly interests, our bad feelings,
our trials, abuses we have received, &c., but upon God
and his truth, the time in which we live, and things
pertaining to the kingdom. In short, have our con-
versation in Heaven, from whence we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, ever remembering that
«tout of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth.”” Both in private and in public our werds should
be few and well chosen. Xeep constantly before our
minds eternity, the Judgment, and the solemn fact
that a faithful record is kept of our words, and that
for *¢ every idle word that men shall speak they shall
give account thereof in the day of Judgment; for by
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned.”

By pursuing this course we shall not only benefit
ourgselves by forming habits which will shape our
character for the kingdom, but will also benefit others,
and lelp forward the cauge of God.

S. N. HASKELL.

Gonfevence Depaviment,

*
Exhorting one another, and so miich the more as ye see the day
approaching, Uebh, x, 25,

This Department is designed to fill the same place in the paper
that the Confersnce or Social Meeting does in the worship of Gud.
Speak often one to another to comfort, edify and aid each other in the
way of holiness and true Christian experience.

From Sr. Hamlin.

Bro. Smrtu: I have long felt it duty to write a few
lines through the Ruvizw, and I feel as though I could
delay no fonger. It has been three years since I gave
all for Christ and started on pilgrimage. Oh! how
good the Lord has been to me; he has been my pres-
ent help in every time of trouble, and I still feel of
good courage to-day to press my way onward with the
people of God. Oh! how much we need the grace of
God in our hearts in these last days of trial. What a
sweet consolation it is to feel that we have a friend in
Jesus. I love to look forward to that glorious day
when Jesus will come to make up his jewels, and
gather the loved ones who are asleep. Oh! how cheer-
ing is the thought! we shall behold the King in his
beauty. Oh, I long for that immortal life, where no
one shall say, I am sick,” and where sorrow will
never press the soul. I am weary of the din and wick-
edness of this world; I long for the world to come,.
where nothing can mar our perfect peace; ¢ For the

Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of wa-
ters ; and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes.” Rev. vii, 17.

Dear brethren and sisters, I want to be saved when
Jesus comes, and I want others saved. Time is short,
and there is much to be done in the vineyard of the
Lord. My daily prayer is that some faithful laborer
will come this way and labor for those who are travel-
ing the broad way that leads to death. May God help
me so to.live that 1 may lead others to keep the com-
mandments of God, and to have the faith of Jesus. 1
had rather suffer affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the pleasures of this world for a season, know-
ing that ‘‘our light affliction which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us o far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory.” ’

It has been two years since I commenced to keep

the Lord’s Sabbath, and truly, I love that sweet day
of rest; although I meet with trials, they make the
promise sweet. ‘There is but one family in this place
that keeps the Sabbath, but I believe if we live as we
should, there will he others that will come out, believe,
and be saved. Pray for me, dear brethren and sisters.
I feel that I need your prayers. I don’t have the
privilege of going to meeting very often, but I am
with you, heart and hand. The Ruview is sent to me
free, and the Lord knows how thankful I am to have
it. I pray the Lord will bless those who provide a
way for me to haye it.
Tam trying to live out the health reform; it has
been a great benefit to me.
«I choose the path of heavenly truth,
And glory in my choice.”
Not all the riches of the earth
Could make me s0 rejoice.”

May the Lord help us to be good and humble, that
we may at lastshave a right to the tree of life, and en-
ter in through the gates into the city.

Yours, striving for eternal life. )
Apere HaMLIN,
Clinton, Me.

From 8yr. Field. :

Dear BRETHREN AND SisTErs: With a sense of my
unworthiness in the sight of God, yet with & heart
filled with gratitude to him for his goodness and mercy
to me, I would say, I am still striving to walk in the
narrow way. The truths connected with the third
angel’s wmessage are daily becoming dearer to me. My
desire is, that they may have a sanctifying effect upon
my heart and life, until I am withous fault. Of late, my
faith has been increased, and my confidence strength-

-ened in this work as being. the work of God, for which

I feel to praise his great name. As it is always cheer-
ing and encouraging to me to hear of the goodness
of God to his people and his care for them, perhaps it
might encourage some to hear what the Lord has done
for me. While on the way to our State Conference, I
was taken ill, and continued to grow worse until Sun-
day morning, when it was decided that I had typhoid
fever and would have to remain there. This was dis-

“to us the third angel’s message,

couraging to me, being seventy miles from home and
dear children. I thought of the privilege given us in
James, but hesitated some iime, feeling too unworthy
to ask such a gpecial blessing of the Lord. Vet I felt
my desire was to do his will, and believed if it conld
be for his glory, I should be permitted to rerurn home.
Accordingly, Brn. Andrews and Cornell were called.
The Lord heard the fervent prayers of his humble,
devoted servants. The fever was rebuked, and his
saints blessed and encouraged. The next morning I
started for home; rode 26 miles. The next day rode
80 miles. The weather was very warm, but I endured
the journey as well as could be expect-d, although
very weak when I arrived home., 1 have been gaining
strength daily, and feel to give God the praise. I feel
like girding on the whole armor, being more watchtul
lest I enter into temptation. I want to perform every
duty faithfully, 2nd live so that when Jesus comes to
redeem- his waiting people. I, with themw, may hear
the welcome plaudit, * Well done.”
. Mary L. Fievp.
Anamosa, Towa, July 13, 1868.

From 8r. Houghtaling.

Drar BRETHREN AND SisTErs: My heart has often
been made glad while reading your testimonies through
the Review, and I bave often thought I would like to
say & few words in favor of this glorious present truth.
1 feel to thank the Lord each day for his goodness in
sending the last note of warning this way.
came to this place, it found me wandering far away
from God, without the least hope of anything beyond
this life; but I would say for one, I would not take all

the world affords for the hope I now have. 1 have
much to overcome, but I know that God’s grace is suf-
ficient for me if I am faithful.

Often, when I have been thinking of the glorious
reward that ig laid up for the faithful people of God,
I have been led to ask myself, Can it be that such &
poor, sinful mortal as I have been may be an inheritor of
eternal life. The thought of this world coming to an
end and the Lord’s coming, was ouce a dreadful thing
for me to think of, but now I love to think it is near
at hand. All the fear that T now have is thatI will
not be ready. But my daily prayer is that I and my
house will be in order when the Lord shall make his
appearance on the white cloud. Oh, what a eondition
this world is m! Tt makes my heart sad when I think
of the terrible wrath that is soon to be poured out upon
a guilty world. DPray for me and mine that we may
escape these things, and be erowned with eternal life
when the Lord comes.

Yours striving for victory.
8.°J. HoveHTALING,
Saginaw Co., Mich.

From 8r. Munger.

Drar Brerarsn ann Sisrews: I thought 1 would,
for the first time, write a few lines for the Reviow, I
thank the Lord for geuding Bro. Cornell here to preach
1t is hlessed news to
heay of Jesus’ soon coming; then, if we are faithful,
we shall reign with him in glory., We have trials here,
but they are nothing to be compared with the hope of
one day meeting friends where there will be no more
parting.

We have not had any preaching since Bro. and Sr.
White were here last spring, except when Brn. An-
drews and Cornell visited us in May. We would like
t0 have some one come and preach to us. I feel to
press on, to gain the prize. Pray for me, that 1 may
reet you all on Mt. Zion,

Your sister in Christ,

Seginaw Co., Mich.

Rozuurs MuNgzr.

From 8r. Cransgon.

Drar BRETHREN AND SisTERS : It iz .with heartfelt
gratitude that I think of God’s goodness to me. He
has been & friend to me, and I desire to serve:him
aright. T feel encouraged to press my way on, and
finally be.a perfect overcomer. The Christian’s hope
looks good to me. The reward of the righteous is far

more desirable than all the pleasures this sinful world
can afford,

he will not turn us away. He is willing to help us,
and give us grace to overcome. Oh! for a deeper
work of grace in my heart. Pray for me, that I nay,
at last, be worthy to share in the overcomer’s reward.
. Eina Cranson.
South Lancaster, Bass.

Hx who has not forgiven an enemy hag never yet
tasted one of the most sublime enjoyments of life.

When it

I feel that the besetments with which the -
young must contend, are many; but if we go to Jesus, °
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« ARE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, OR ANY
PART OF THEM, BINDING ON CHRISTIANS ?”’

(Concluded.)

“(8.) Bur why keep thelaw, or any part of it? Isit
simply for form? or for justification? To observe it
for simple form is mockery. To observe it for justifi-
cation is vain. For ‘by the deeds of the law shall no
flesh be justified in hig sight, for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.” Rom. iii, 20. ¢Therefore, being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. v, 1. ‘Knowing that a
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of Jesus Christ.’ Gal. ii, 16.”

Qur greatest wonder in reading the above is, that a
person can be so utterly blinded as to find & reason
therein for violation of the law. An explanation, we
think, is found in the gelfishness manifested in the first
part. Only two ideas seem to present themselves to
the mind of the writer, to wit: ¢ form’ and ¢ justifica~
tion.” Obedience to God, seeking his pleasure and
glory, without regard to personal considerations, does
not seem to be a motive with him at all. We are not
surprised at this, however. We have long observed
the same characteristic in those who set aside the law
of God; their whole teachings and lives show that
their religion ig noi founded on love to God—which
ingpiration says is the keeping of his command-
ments—but with them the gospel is a mere expedient
by which to get to Heaven. Whatever will not ¢ jus-
tify,” or direotly result in their personal benefit, they
find no use for in their system of theology. They have
never learned that ‘“to obey is better than sacrifice.”
They find no medium between sacrifice and formality.
They are well deserving of our pity. Now, we confess
and firmly believe that we are not justified by the law.
But what is'the reason given in the text quoted why
we are not justified by the law? It is this: “For by
the law is the knowledge of sin.” Very well; and if
this be so—if the law is that which convicts of sin—
how can a person transgress that law and be sinless?
Why will not our opponents notice this point? Paul
before declared that ¢all have sinned,” and this is
given as the reason, and the only reason, why none can
be justified by the law. For he said again, ¢ The
doers of the law shall be justified.” Rom. ii, 13
This shows that the law is all right; that it contains
allthe elements of a perfect character—of justification—
but 81l having transgressed it, are condemned by it, and
all are alike dependent on Jesus Christ for redemption.
But mark; the law continues to be the rule of right,
for the knowledge of sin is by the law still. But, on
the other hand, if the law is abolished, the knowledge
of sin can be no longer by the law; for surely an ob-
solete, abolished law can convince no man of sin.
Then, pray answer this, what does conviet of sin since
the law is abolished? Is it the gospel? If 50, let us
read the text according to thatidea. ¢ Therefore, bythe
deeds of the gospel Lhere shall nofleshbe justified in his
sight; for by the gospel is the knowledge of sin.” Will
this answer the purpose of our opponents ? It is plain
to gee by the apostle’s argument, that the foult is not
with the law, but with the transgressor. And notice the
different conclusions drawn by our opponents and the
apostle. They say, We are not justified by the law,
but by faith; therefore the law is made void, and we
need not keep it, nor any part of it. Paul says, We
are not justified by the law, but we are proved sinners
by it; that we are justified only by faith; but we do
not thereby make void the law, but establish it. Are
the no-law folks go ignorant that they cannot see the
connection between verses 9, 19, 20, and 81, of Rom.
We doubt jt. There is evidently some reason
why they refuse to notice the relation of the apostle’s
statements, and we have no idea that it will stand the
test of the Judgment, to which this whole matter will
soon be referred. )

¢(7.) The Galatians reoeived the gospel by Paul’s
ministry, and afterward were bewildered, or bewitched,
by some who insisted on salvation by the deeds of the

law, beginning with circumeision. Paul wrote them,
¢O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you? I

only would learn of you one thing.” What was that
one thing? ‘Did ye receive the Spirit by the deeds
of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Of course
they must answer, if at all, ‘by the hearing of faith.’
Well then, ‘Are ye so foolish, having begun in the
Spirit are ye now made perfect by the flesh?’ Gal
ii1, 1-8.” )

If any can now be found who have left the faith of
Christ and vainly expect to be justified by the law, to
them will the above apply. But we are not acquainted
with any such; therefore a reply is not needed. But
we shall show, however, before concluding this re-
view, that our no-law ocpponents come nearer to occu-
pying that ground than any other class of religionists
in the land. Mark if we do not make this word good.

<(8.) If not obedience to the law, but faith in Jesus
Christ, is the condition of justification, why keep the
law of Moses, or any part of it? To do it with the
hope of justification, is to renounce grace, and depend
on works. ‘And whosoever of you are justified by
the law, ye are fallen from grace,” by which ye were
first saved.”

This is but a reiteration of a former statement. It
reminds us of a person who got up ‘ ten unanswerable
arguments’ against the law—one to each command-
ment—but to make a greater show, re-arranged and
changed the wording so as to swell the list to fifty!
So this No. 8 seems to be thrown in—not to present a
new idea, for it contains none, but—to swell the list
and make a display. The ingenuity of the writer is
equal to that of the man who, when tired of ealing
bread and cheese, took to eating cheese and bread
for variety!

«(9.) But is the seventh-day Sabbath abolished?
Yes, utterly, When the law died, that died. When
that glorious law, ¢written and graven on tables of
stone,” was ‘abolished,” ‘done away,” &c., it was en-
tire. No vestige remains to dispute the right of obe-
dience with Christ. The law of Christ is now the
believer’sonlyrule of life. Nobody was everunder it til}
God gave it for a sign between him and Israel. Eze.
xx, 20, and Ex. xxxi. Nor has it ever bound anybody
ginge the substamce or body which cast the shadow
was reached. That it ended there, Paul teaches
most clearly. Col, ii, 18-17. ¢And you, being dead
in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven
you all trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
and having spoiled principalities and powers, he made
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in drink,
or in respeet of am holy day, or of the new moon, or
of the Sabbath days; which are a shadow of things to
come; but the body is of Christ.’ The Sabbath days,
the whole of them, were then taken away, abolished,
pailed to the cross, as well as meats and drinks, new
moons and holy days. ¢Sothen, brethren, we are not
children of the bondwoman, [Mount Sinai in Arabia,]
but of the free, [the New Jerusalem].” ¢Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of
bondage.’ Gal. iv, 31, and v, 1. But is there no
Sabbath now? No, not like that of Moses; that if
you pick up a stick, or kindle a fire on that day, you
shall be stoned to death.”

1. That part of the above which relates to the abo-
lition of the law, has already been noticed. '

2. The Sabbath was truly a sign between God and
Israel, but for what? That they might know that he
was the true God that made heaven and earth. See
the texts. And it is such a sign still; it is yet true
that God made all things in six days; that he rested
the seventh day; that he blessed and hallowed the
rest day; and-that he commanded that it be kept holy.
«“The word of the Lord endureth forever.”

8. The seventh-day Sabbath is nbver spoken of as a
shadow; and this very qualification of the apostle
shows that the above is a perversion of the Seriptures.
The sabbath days referred to in Col. ii, are defined to
be ¢“shadows of things to come.” " There were yearly
sabbaths in the law of Moses, which were shadows of
the work of Christ, and. to these the text refers; but
the seventh day Sabbath being a memorial of & work
in the past, and having no reference in its institution
or commandment to anything future, is of course ex-
cluded from the text. Any person can see this at a
glance. The candid must acknowledge it.

4. The freedom of the gospel is freedom from gin ;
but the intent of the above quotation is to prove that
gospel freedom ig solely freedom from obligation to

obey the law of God! We invite the reader fo draw
anything else from the argument if he camn. The
Saviour said his Father’s law was in his heart, and he
delighted to do his will; Ps. xl, 8.. He gave the
Father’s will as a test of the heavenly origin of hig
doctrines; Jno. vii, 16, 17. Paul further defined the
will of God to be his law ; Rom. ii, 17, 18; and shows
that the gospel takes away the carnal mind, and re-
stores us to obedience to the law, as we have already
proved. But, judging from the argument now under
review, the only bondage that the children of men
were ever under, was the obligation to keep God’zlaw,
and the only liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free, is liberty to transgress his Father’s law at our
will and pleasure! Again I say, such freedom we do
not covet; we love the restraints of a holy law, and
thank God for a rule that is so just, that convinces us
of sin when we go astray, that leads us to look away
from weak and sinful self to Christ for justification.
We have no fault to find with the law; like one of old,
we will leave our complaint upon ourself; or say with
the apostle, ¢“ For we know that the law is spiritual,
but I am carnal, sold under sin.”” Can our opponents
place themselves along side of the apostle in this sen-
timent? They will not. There is a world-wide dif-
ference between them and Paul on this subject.

(10.) But there is the first day of the week: the
day of our Lord’s resurrection, which from that time
has always been a day of rest and worship to his dis-
ciples. He has honored, owned, and blessed its ob--
servance, and put a mark of hisdispleasure onthose who
disregard and profaneit. Constantine did not insti-
tute the first day of the week as the Sabbath ; but he
found it in universal ohservance among Christians, as
& Christian institution, and threw around it the pro-
tection of law, that Christians should not be disturbed
in their devotions and rest, just the same as most, if
not all, the States of this Union have done. Whatever
Christ saw fit to transfer from the Mosaic to the Chris-
tian gystem, he or his apostles brought forward and
re-affirmed; and that is binding on Christians, but
nothing more.”

Thus closes the article; and seldom do we find more
assumptions without proof, and without the possibility
of being proved, than in the above.

1. There is no proof that the first day was observed
by Christians from the time of the resurrection.

2. There is no proof that he has ‘“honored, owned,
and blessed its observance,” or put a mark of dis-
pleasure on those who disregarded it. How shall we
know this to be so? Must we take the writer’s word
for it? Does not the word still remain, that ‘‘by the
law is the knowledge of sin ?”” If it is sinful to “pro-
fane’ the first day of the week, where is the law which
proves it so? We know that in the book referred to
in the beginning of this review, it is claimed that the
law is so ‘‘changed or completed ”” as to enforce the
keeping of Sunday. But how is a law which is ¢ ut-
terly abolished,” of which “ not a vestige remains,”
to enforce the keeping of the first day of the week?
Is that the authority they find for keeping Sunday?
When they undertake to wield the sword they should
be careful as to which way it cuts.

3. Imasmuch as there is no law for the observance
of Sunday, such observance is “ will-worship,” and is
denounced by the apostle to the Colossians. - As was
said by one of the past century, that is not obedience
for which there is no commandment.

4. We admit that “Constantine did not institute the
first day of the week as the Sabbath,” for neither he nor
any other had yet called it the Sabbath at that time.
He enforced it under the name of “ the venerable day of
the gun,” (Sun’s day—Sunday,) which was the only ven-
eration paid to it at that time. And, says the writer,
“he threw around it the protection of law.’”’ Yes,
and this was the first protection of the kind it had
ever received ; so says Alexander Camptell, and all
history attests its correctness. But the scripture says,
““where no law is, there is no transgression;” there-
fore, as there was no law for Sunday-keeping till Con-
stantine, so the “ profanation® of Sunday, spoken of
above, could not exist till his decree went forth! If
our opponents dissent, will they please point to a law
which existed previously. Give us “the law and the
testimony”’ for keeping Sunday and the controversy
ceases al once.

5. Whatever Christ saw fit to transfer from the law
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to the Christian system, is now binding, says the
writer. Well, what did he transfer? He does not tell
us, but perhaps he would say all of the ten command-
ments exoept the fourth. We could, however, dis-
prove it by hig own position on Acts xv, where he
avers that they were not transferred or given to the
Gentiles! But allowing them to take both positions,
as they generally do, we would inguire, If the com-
mandments, Thou shalt not kill, nor commit adultery,
nor steal, are transferred into the Christian system,
why do you keep them? ¢Is it for form? or for jus-
tification ?”” 1If for form, it is mockery ; but if for justi-
- tification, then it is vain, for justifioation by law is im-~
possible. 1 challenge any one to show that a moral
obligation can be so related as to justify a sinner. Again,
I refer to Mr. Campbell, who declares it an impossibil-
ity to be justified by the same instrument which con-
viets of sin. In this dilemma our opponents are
placed ; seeking justification by these laws, or keeping
them for form, if they keep them at all, which we
should certainly doubt, from their own arguments.
They have but one instrument to condemn and justify,
to slay and make alive. The theology is consistent
neither with reason nor justice, nor even with itself.
Yet these men, throwing aside the holy law, which
Paul abundantly shows, convinces of sin, and thereby
proves to our awakened consciences that we need a
Saviour, accuse us of denying Christ, the blessed Son
of God, because, like him, we strive to keep his Fa-
ther's commandments! Read the following from
Hiram Munger, published in the Voice of the West.
“The second error is the Seventh-day hobby rock
—=a three-cornered concern, not easily approached
with & gospel vessel; it must be the old law or noth-
.ing; and Christ is out of the question. ' Such are
truly in prison.”
" Now the writer and publishers know better than to
utter such things. It cannot be a mistake on their
part; they know too well our trust and confidence in
Christ. Have they forgotten that God in awful maj-
esty declared with his own voiee: ¢ Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbor?” But hold!
we forget. " *“The ten commandments, or any part of
them ” are ¢‘not a rule of Christian obligation’ with
them., As there is nothing but the law by which
is ‘“the knowledge of sin,” we have no hope to con-
vince them of the immorality of such practices, while
they trample down the law without compunection.
Here we close our comments on this article, with
the remark that we contend for the harmony and unity
between God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ.
Qur opponents place the Son in opposition to his
Father, There is a conflict of authority between
them, according to their theory. Next week we pro-
pose to examine a few texts of Scripture on this point,’

to show that the law of God is directly enforced by the |

Saviour in the work of the gospel. J. H. W.

REPORT FROM BRO. MATTESON

O~ my way to Poysippi I stopped in” Berlin over
night. Seeing no regard for the Lord, nor desire for
truth, I felt Jonesome. And when I read the Serip-
tures and called on the Lord in my room, I wondered
at the goodness of God in calling after me, and his
great compassion and mercy, and willingness to notice
such & poor unworthy creature. 1 was reminded of
the words of the apostle: ‘“Except the Lord of Sab-
aoth had left us s seed, we had been as Sodom, and
been made like unto Gomorrah.’”’ ¢ Qh, that men would
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonder-
ful works to the children of men!” ¢ Letthem now
that fear the Lord say, that his mercy endureth for-
ever.”

June 26 to July 6, I labored with the Danish breth-
ren, preaching and visiting as time and strength would
permit. They needed labor very much, and I am glad
that the Lord strengthened me and blessed us in every
meeting. It is ‘truly a poor way, to raise up churches
and then suffer the same to go down again and wither
spiritually. T trust that these dear brethren will not
soon forget the solemn and sacred truths that we have
been considering together, but that they may be a savor
of life unto life. The brethren took much pains to come

to meetings, and most of them manifested a noble will-

ingness to become acquainted with their own failings,
and confess their wrongs. Thus the Spirit of the Lord
had free course, and we were encouraged. Brethren,
strive hard to overcome, that you may labor in love
and win souls.

July 8-12, we held meetings at Poysippi and vicinity.
Our Quarterly Meeting was well attended. Bro. Cady
was ordained a local elder of this church. May the
Lord bless bim much, and help him to improve his
time and talents for the glory of God and the good of
souls as the Lord in his providence may direct. Soon
the Lord will come. Brethren and sisters, wake up,
to work while it is day. Live near to the Lord.
Grieve not the Holy Spirit. Win souls for Christ.
«Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live
in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with
you.”

T'am now at Richford, where we will have meetings
during the week, the Lord willing, and Quarterly
Meeting next Sabbath and first-day.

Yours in hope, Joux MATTESON.

Richford, July 18, 1868.

VISIT TO PLEASANTVILLE, N. Y.

Ever since the closing of the Grove Meeting at

Pleasantville, in September last, I have had a desire |

to return and see the dear Christians with whom I
then became acquainted, and the same desire has often
heen expressed in letters from those living at that
place. I recently saw my way clear to do so, and on
the 80th of June I arrived there.

As the result of the Grove Meeting and a course of
lectures subsequently delivered by Bro. Rodman, a
company of a dozen or more, in various stages of de-
velopment, has been raised up. I received a hearty
welcome from them; remained with them over one
Sabbath, and attended six meetings, besides accom-
panying Bro. Wild and a number of others on first-
day, July 5, to a school-house some six miles south of
Pleasantville, where Bro. W. had an appointment.

Ifound a scattering influence at work, which brought
me into trial from the moment that I arrived there.
Bro. Wild seemed fully awake to the danger to which
his flock was exposed, and was doing all in his power
to keep them fogether. As our meetings progressed,
2 desire to get right before the Lord seémed to in-
crease, and on the last evening on which I met with
them, & spirit of humble confession prevailed, and ev-
ery member present acknowledged themselves more or
less in the wrong. May the Lord help them all to for-
sake as well as to confess, and if they do so they may
yet become a precious light, like a city that is set on
a hill, and receive the rich blessing of the Spirit of the
Lord. ‘ ‘

On sixth-day, July 10, in company with Bro. Wild,
Ileft Pleasantville to meet a little company of Sabbath-
keepers some seventy miles north, in Salisbury, Conn.

J. S. MILLER.

OUR MONTHLY MEETING

For July closed last evening; it was both interesting
and profitable; commencing sixth-day evening with a
good representation from all the churches in Rhode
Island except the one on New Shoreham.

Sabbath morning we spoke to. the congregation on
the subject of Overcoming, then repaired to the river
and baptized three; one about 70 years of age; the
other two were the son of this aged sister and his wife.
Sr. Bliven, of North Stonington, Conn., has stood
almost entirely alone¢ in this vicinity for over ten
years, not having even her family to sympathize with
her in the truth. But the Lord has blessed her, sus-
taining and comforting her, and now her cup of bless-
ing is being filled, rejoicing her heart, as she exclaimed
when she arose from the water, Bless the Lord that I
have lived to see this day! "

At 63 ». M., we met again in social meeting. The
Lord met with us. At 8 o’clock we spoke to the peo-
ple again on Rev. xiii. :

First-day, met at 9 A. M. Had a good social meet-
ing. At half-past ten spoke again on Zeph. ii, 8. At
the close of this meeting, it was unanimously voted
that Bro. and sister White be invited to visit us when
they come east this fall, and hold & meeting of two

-

days with us in Rbode Island, either in Kingston or
gome other locality.

This Monthly Meeting was good, and well attended
for the season, it being right in the midst of haying;
but nothing will be lost even pecuniarily by our breth-
ren in attending these monthly gatherings in the fear
of God, for he can bless us. But if we neglect the

work of God, not acting our part in it, however dili-
gent we may be in business, the Lord may blow upon
it. Please read Haggai i, 8-9, and ii, 15-17. But
suppose we obtain property here, and do not serve God
faithfully: ¢¢Riches profit not in the day of wrath:
but righteouness delivereth from death.” Prov. xi, 4.
The day of wrath is right upon us. O brother,
sister, and all who will, escape for your lives, and
look not behind you. Remember Lot’s wife, who
started with others to escape destruction, but was as
really lost as if she had stayed in the city, because her
affections were there. Even so a profession of the
truth will not save us; we must have the love of the
truth, so that all else will be secondary to its pros-
perity and our growth in it. Let the inquiry be, Loxrd,
what wilt thou have me to do? and commence at once,
in earnest, to.do that neglected duty at home, in the
meeting, Sabbath Sohool, or wherever it may be.

P. C. Ropmax.
Ashqway, R. I.? July 20.

Ir THOU beavest slight provocations with patience it
shall be imputed unto thee for wisdom; and if thou
wipest them from thy remembrance, thy heart shall
feel rest, thy mind shall not reproach thee.

AaEe-10-cOME.—One of the weakest arguments we
have seen of late in behalf of Judaistic theories, is one
which claims that God has never perfectly fulfilled
the promise of the land of Canaan to the literal de-
scendants of Abraham, because if he had, ¢“they would
be there now, God’s faithful nation,” for it was to be
«an everlasting possession.” Wonder if the writer
ever read Neh. ix, 8; and Josh. xxiii, 14-16. God
promised the literal seed the land of Canaan for an in-
heritance upon conditions; and the fact that they have
been dispossessed of it for over 1800 years, proves be-
yond controversy, that it was never promised uncon-
ditionally for an everlasting possession; if so, God’s
Word has failed. The ¢ everlasting possession ”’ is the
world—Kosmos, the globe; and all who are Christ’s,
are heirs to this promised possession. It will be given
to those who are ‘““Jews inwardly,” without regard
to fleshly relation.— Voice of the West.

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.

~On and after July 1, 1868, Passenger Trains will run
on this road as follows: .
GOING WEST-

LEAVE. MAIL. | DAY EXP, [EVE. EXP,[NIGHT EX,
Detroit,.......| 6:45A.0.] 9:830a.m.} 5:26 2. 0. 9:10P. 1,
Battle Creek,|12:457.m.] 2:162.1./11:30 2. .| 2:00 4. M.

Chicago, Arve] 7: OP.M.| 8:00e.m.| 6:30A.0. 8:504.M.
GOING EAST.

Chicago, ...... 5:00 A.m.} 8:00 A.m.) 5:16 P.m.| 9:80 p.m,
Battle Oreek,|12:03 p.m.| 1:48 p.m.{11:30 P.p1.| 8:37 A.mM.
Detroit, Amive| 5:55 p.v.| 6:30 pone.] 8:40 A.m.| 8:25 Am.

A@ TursE trains all run by Chicago time, which is fiftcen min-
utes slower than Detroit time. ’ .

RAews and Miscellany.

Can ye not discern the Signs of the Times? Matt. xvi,3.

—President Johngon has issued a proclamation of
pardon to all engaged in the rebellion, excepting only
such as have proceedings pending againsgt them in the
ocourts.

United States Politics.

———

Ox account of the question of our finances, the com-
ing presidential contest i8 looked upon with unusual
interest in Europe. All the principal papers of Eng-
land are out against the action of the Democratic
Convention, saying t?at the policy adopted amounts
to repudiation and the destruction of our national
oredit. At home the parties seem to labor under very
different ¢ircumstances. The Republicans, with Grant
and Colfax for their candidates, are''as perfectly
united ag a party could be; while many of the Demo-
crats do not attempt to disguise their disapprobation
at the nomination of Seymour, of Now York, and
Blair, of Missouri.
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The Weather,

Tae steady heat of the month past Lhas been extraor-
dinary and unprecedented. Deaths by ¢“sun siroke ”
were of daily occurence; as the harvest work was
hurried on by the hot, dry weather, instances of pros-
tration by heat occurred in almost every neighbor-
hood. As the cases reported aré mostly in the cities;
but a small portion of the whole amount are heard of.
The deaths from tkis canse amount to a great number,
while the eases of prostration and recovery are still
more numerous. The thermometer stood as high as
100° in Canada, and 108° in the Western States; pri-
vate letters say still higher in some localities: from
96° to 100° was common, The following are a sample
of the daily despatches during the ¢ the heated term,”
a8 it was called:

Inpranaporis, Ind., July 14. Twenty laborers on
the Vincennes road, near this city, were stricken down
with sun-stroke to-day.

Mirwaukes, July 14. To-day has been the hottest
day of the season. Mercury, 100. Several cases of
sun-stroke are reported.

WasniNgTON, July 14. The hot term has now con-
tinued twenty-two days, a length of time almost un-
precedented in this latitude. To-day is the most se-
vere of the season, the mercury standing at 103 in the
shade, and standing above 95 for nearly ten hours.

New Yorxk, July 14. The heat to-day was again
intense ; thermometer 96. Forty-seven cases of sun-
?Lro{ie have been reported the last two days, many
atal.

Despatches from all parts of the East state that the
thermometer to-day varied from 96 to 106, in many
places the hottest of the season.

Four deaths by sun-stroke occurred at Providence.
There were many cases in, Burlington, Vermont, and
surrounding towns, and two deaths oceurred.

Sr. Lovis. July 14, To-day has been the bottest of
the season, the mercury standing at over 100 in the
shade, several hours. Fourteen cases of sun-stroke
are reported since Sunday, most of them fatal.

Toronro, July 14. Heat intense. Thermometer,
160. Several cases of sun-stroke, one fatal.

MonTrEAL, July 14. The hottest day of the season.
Thermometer, 98. Several desths from sun-stroke.

MarnnGo, lowa, July 14. The weather is the hot-
test ever known. The mercury touched 108 degrees
yosterday in the shade. To-day hids fair to be still
hotter.

—Rabbi Lilienthal,of Cincinnati, at the recent laying
of ihe corner-stone of a Jewish temple in that city,
declared publicly that the Israelites no longer look for
a Messiah or the restoration of the nation to Palestine.
Israel, according to him, now looks for the triumph of
Jjustice, liberty and happiness, and the indefinite pro-
gress of knowledge and tbe virtues, as the proper
fulfillment of their national hopes.

France.

I the course of a speech in the Corps Legislatif, on
July 10th, M. Daroche, the Minister of Justice, de-
elared that the separation of Church and State was
only a question of time. This declaration naturally
attracts great atteniion, as the celebrated Eneyclical
of the Pope, of 1864, expressly condemus the prinoi-
ple of a separation between Church and State.

In the speech in the Corps Legislatif, Marshal Niel
declared' the extensive purchase of horses, which had
been objected to by the Opposition, especially neces-
sary to render the organizaiion of the army complete
The Paris jornals again begin to complain of the' men-
acing tone of the German press.

Austria:
Tax Prime Minister, Baron Von Beust, hag written
a sharp note in reply to the recent allocution on the
state of religion in Austria. He says the intermed-
dling of the Pope with the domestic legislation of
Austria, i3 a violation of the independence and dignity
of the Empire,

Germany.

'y By virtue of the provisions of the naturalization
{.: tresty, recently concluded between North Germany
and-the United States, the government has stayed all
prosecutions against the adopted citizeng of America
of German birth. Those who have been sentenced or
imprisoned will be released forthwith.

Spain.

Turrs has again been serious trouble in Spain. It
is reported that s movement has been preconcerted
among some of the leading officers of the army, which

bad for its object the placing of Don Antonio, the,

Duke de Montpensier, at the head of the government.
The Duke has been arrested and taken to the frontier.
With him seven prominent generals, among whom are
the late Captain-General of Cuba, Dulce, and Marshal
Serrano, have been arrested; they have been banished
to the Canary Islands.

Temporal Power of the Pope.

Tur following is a translation of the Papal allocution
delivered in the secret conmsistory, held on June 22,
lagt. It remains to be seen whether the Austrian gov-
ernment will submit to have her laws revoked by the
Pope. Some of these expressions of Pius IX against
schools, free religion, and civil marriage, sound very
much like sarcasm to us in this country; and it is the
best evidence of the benighted state of at least a part
of Europe, that such expressions are soberly pro-
claimed and received as both reasonable and right.
It shows also that the spirit of the Papacy has not
changed, and warns us of what we may expect in
America if the plans of certain religionists and politi-
cians prosper:

VENERABLE BRETHREN: We ghould never have im-
agined that after the convention agreed to nearly thir-
teen years ago between us and the Emperor and Apos-
tolic King of Austria, to the great joy of all well-
minded men, we should be obliged to lament upon the
miseries and serions misfortunes which, by the mach-
inations of evil-disposed men, now afflict and annoy in
a deplorable manner the Catholic church in the empire
of Austria. In fact, the enemies of our divine religion
bave been unceasing in their efforis to destroy the
said convention, and to do the greatest harm to the
church, to us, and to this Apostolic See. On the 21st
of December last, the Austrian Government passed an
odious law to be carried out and strictly observed in
every district of the cmpire, even in those districts
where the Catholie religion exclusively prevails. That
law establishes free liberty for all opinions, liberty of
the press, of all faiths, and no matter what confession
or doctrine ; it grants to the members of every con-
fession the right of establishing public schools and col-
leges, and members of every confégsion are allowed to
he admitted on the same footing with the sanction of
the State. Although we felt great grief on being in-
formed of the faect, and wished to raise our voice
againgt it, we, nevertheless, gave proof of forbearance,
and we deemed it advisable then to keep silent, chiefly
supported by the hope that the Austrian government,
lending a docile ear to the just complaints of our ven-
erable brethren (the holy prelates of Austria), would
return to more wholesome ideas, and adopt a sounder
determination. But our hopes have been frustrated.
In fact, the same government on the 25th of May of
this present year, issued another law which compels
all the subjects, even the Catholic ones of the empire,
deciding that sons born of & mixed marriage must fol-
low the religion of the father, and the daughters that
of the mother ; and that under seven years of age they
must follow in the stray path of their parents from the
true faith. Moreover, the same law suppresses en-
tirely the validity of the promises which the Catholic
church, with reason and with the greatest justice, ex-
acts and prescribes absolutely before the celehration
of mixed marriages. It makes apostasy itself a eivil
law, both as regards the Catholi¢ religion and the
Christian religion generally; it suppresses all author-
ity of the church over cemeteries, and Catholics are
bound to allow the bodies of heretics to be buried in
their churchyard, if they have not any of their own.

Moreover, the same government on the 25th day of
May, of the present year, did not hesitate to promul-
gate & law on marriage which entirely cancels all the
enactments agreed to in the covenant already alluded
to; this law restores the former Austrian laws,
which are contrary to the laws of the church; it ad-
mits, and even confirms, that form of marriage abso-
lutely condemnable, called civil marriage, when the
suthority of any confession whatever refuses the cele-
bration of the marriage on the grounds which are not
admitted as valid, aslegal by the civil authorities. By
this law this same government has suppressed all the
authority and jurisdiction of the church on matters
relative to marriage, as also all competent ecclesias-
tical tribunals on the subject. It has alse promulgated
a law on education, decreeing that the whole superior
supervision of education, literature, and science, as
also the inspection of schools, appertains to the State,
which finally decrees that religious teachings in the
public schools must be placed in the hands of members
of each separate confession; that any religious society
may open private or special schools for the youth of

.

its faith; that those schools shall also be subject to
the supreme inspection of the State, and that the
school books shall be submitted to the approval of the
civil authorities; with the exception, however, of such
books as are meant for religious instruction books,
which must be submitted to the approval of competent
authorities of each confession: You see, consequently,
venerable brethren, how necessary it is strongly to
reprove and condemn those abominable laws sanc-
tioned by the Austrian government—laws which are in
flagrant contradiction with the doctrines of the Catho-
lic religion; with its venerable rights, its authority,
and its divine institution; with our power and that of
the Apostolic See, as also with our concordat already
quoted, and with natural right itgelf.

In virtue then of the care of all churches entrusted
to us by the Lord Jesus Cbrist, we raise our voice in
your most illustrious assembly; we reprove and we
condemn by our Apostolic authority the laws which
we have enumerated, and everything, general or spe-
cigl, in those same laws or in matters which refer to
ecclesingtical right which has been decreed or at-
tempted unjustly, in any manner whatsoever, by the
Austrian government or its subordinates, whomsoever
they may be. In virtue of this same authority which
appertaing to us, we declare those deerees null and
powerless themselves, and in their effect both as re-
gards the present and the future. As regards the au-
thors of those laws, especially those who congratulate
themselves on being Catholics, and have not feared to
propose, establish, approve, and carry out the above
laws and acts, we conjure and entreat them not to for-
get the censures and spiritual punishments which the
ecclesiasiical institutions and the decrees of the cecu-
menical councils inflict, as having been deserved ¢pso
Jac'o by the violators of the rights of the church.
Meantime we rejoice greatly in the Lord, and we give
our well-deserved praise to our venerable brothers the
Archbishops and Bishops of the Austrian Empire, who,
with truly episcopal energy, have not ceased to warn
their flocks of their duties boldly to defend and pro-
tect, by speech as well as writing, the cause of the
church and the said concordat concluded with us. We
also desire from our hearts that our venerahble broth-
ers the Archbishops and Bishops of Hungary, follow-
ing the sample of their colleagues, will show them-
selves disposed to display the same zeal and the same
ardor to protect the rights of the church and defend
the concordat against the attacks which are directed
against it. Nevertheless, under these calamities which
in these times afflict the church everywhere, we do
not ceage, venerable brothers, with the deepest fervor
and bumility of heart, to pray to God that he may up-
set all the eriminal designs of his enemies and those
of His Holy Chureh, suppress their impious efforts,
and in bis mercy lead them back intq paths of justness
and salvation.

Obituary Aotices,

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.

Diep, of consumption, June 26, 1868, at the resi-
dence of her father, near Woodburn, Iowa, Miss Elvira
C. Neal, daughter of James and Anna Neal, in the 20th
year of her age. Sr. Elvira made her home in Battle
Creek the past year, and a portion of that time as an
inmate of the Health Institute, She was baptized and
united with the Seventh-day Adventist church-here in
July last, and was loved by those who had a personal
acquaintance with her; all of whom feel to sympathize
with her relatives over their loss. Her sufferings were
great during her illness, but she bore them. with a
Christian’s meekness and resignation.

¢t She sleeps in Jesus, blessed sleep,
From which none ever wake to weep.”
CALviN GREEN.
Batile Creek, July 18, 1868.

—.r—e

I HavE the sad news to relate to you that our dear
mother, Elizabeth Gibson has left us, and sleeps by the
gide of my dear father, in the grave, until the last day.

She died of heart disease and dropsy, on Tuesday
afternoon, the 14th inst., at three o’clock, aged 68
years and 8 months.

My dear father and mother were out to Battle Creek,
some fifteen or sixteen years ago, and heard Eld. White
preach. Bhe has taken the REVIEW ever since my fa-
ther died, and it seemed to bring glad tidings to her.
She has lived a good Christian ever since she embraced
the faith of keeping the seventh day.

Jas. H. Gissox.

London, C. W., July 15, 1868.

—<D e

Diep, in Cayuge, Ill., the 16th inst., of quick con-
sumption, Cornelia, wife of J. W. Marsh, aged 32 years
and 9 months. She leaves 8 husband and five children
to mourn her loss. She sleeps in Jesus.
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Wouth's -3 epartment,

3

CIED MY LaMBS.??

KIND WORDS,

A vrrrne word in kindness spoken, -
A motion or a tear,
~  Has often healed the heart that’s broken,
And made a friend sincere.

A word-—a look—has crushed to earth
Full many a budding flower,

Which, had a smile but owned its birth,
Would bless lite’s darkest hour.

Then deem it not an idle thing
A pleasant word to speak;
The faco you wear, the thoughts you bring.
A heart may heal, or break.
—Charles Swain.

- A Thrilling and Affecting Scene.

A vEw weeks since, while returning to my home, I
witnessed one of the most affeoting scenes of my life.
As 1 was riding along, a lady, seemingly in deep an-
guish, hailed me, and requested me to come in, saying
that her litile boy had been shot by the accidental
discharge of a gun. 1 immediately hitched my horse,
and seeing a lad about fourteen years of age, whose
clothing was mueh besmeared with blood, I supposed
him to be the unfortunate boy, but soon learned my
mistake. It was a younger brother, a little fellow
nine years of agce. He had been immediately killed
by a charge of shot passing into the brain just above
the ear. Although the accident had but that moment
ocourred, life was extinet, and there the little fellow
lay, a corpse.

This sad accident happened in this way: The boys
were going to the field to labor, and took with them a
gun loaded with shot, for the purpose of killing what-
ever game they might chance to see. The boy in
whose hands the Bun was when it was discharged,
was the one before mentioned, about fourteen years of
age. He says he thinks in loading the gun he must
. have forgotten to put the hammér of the lock down,
which caused the gun to discharge. They were about
thirty rods from the house, and he brought back the
body of his little brother, whose life had been so sud-
denly taken away.

It wag indeed sad to see the anguish of this mother
and her children. They were there alone, no neigh-
bor as yet having been notified 8o as to come to their
assistance. Again and again this mother repeated
the name of her ¢ dear little Willie.” And then she
would beg of me not to leave them in their distress.
I assured her I would not till others came, and tried
to speak to her snch words of comfort as I could.

The lad in whose hands the gun was when it was
diseharged with so terrible a result, would again and
again put his lips to the ear of his lifeless brother, and
call, < Willie! Willie!” almost frantic, seemingly hop-
ing that it might be a dream, and that his brother
would bear him.

There was a little sister some six or seven years of
age, whose heart, it seemed, would break. She sat
close beside her little brother as he lay there lifeless
on the porch floor, with all the clothing on that he had
as he left them ten minutes before, to go to the
field to work. Such burstg of grief as came from this
young and tender child, I have seldom ever seen in
my life.

The father was away to town, some three or four
miles distant, and as soon as others came, and it was
proper for me to leave, I informed the neighbors for
a mile or two each way, and got a neighbor to go for
the father, and then returned to the scene of afliction
and sadness. A dozen or more neighbors had by this
time gathered, and the family seemed more composed.

After waiting a few moments, and seeing that there
was no lack of assistance, I got into my carriage and
left this scene of sorrow. I had left two little fellows
at home, who were fond of recreation and sport, and I
thought that nothing should be left undone by me to

, lead their young minds into the pathsof virtue and

truth, that they might seceive the watchcare of our
Heavenly Father and his holy angels. I thought of
the thousands of children who are exposed to acci-
dents and evil influences, many of them orphans who

have not & parent’s care, and no one to care for them,"

or administer to their wants, or even teach them what
is right or wrong. I thought, too, that here is a field

of usefulness where great good may be done by those |

who enjoy greater privileges and blessings.

Dear youth, let the great aim of your lives be to do
good. Life is not what it appears to be; for thé
brightest hopes fail, and the liveliest anticipations often
are not realized. But no one can possess a kind and
oheerful disposition, with a constant effort to make
cthers happy and good, both by example and precept,
without being like a beacon light in the world, and
leading at least some from a place of danger and sor-
row, to one of safety and happiness.

: J. F. BYINgTON,

Four Little Words.

TrE Jews, in former times, wrote texts of Scripture
on parchment, and tied them on their foreheads and
round their arms. This was done, they said, that they
might have the word of God always before them, to
keep them from trouble and sin. Some Jews do the
same thing now. ‘

We. wish the children would have four words of
Seripture written on their hearts, which, with the
blessing of God, will truly preserve them from sin and
danger. If you listen to-a short story you will learn
what they are.

My father lived in a cottage. As he was a poor
man, with a large family, and but little money, it was
only a humble home that he could call his own. In
the gurden a few roses and pinks were to be seen in
their season; the rest of the ground was used for
potatoes, cahbages, and other useful things for the
family.

One day my father’'s master gave him a few straw-
berry plants. These were placed in the best part of
the garden, and attended to with great care. In due
time there were gigns of fruit. ¢The plants promise
very well,” said my father; ¢1I think they will bear
this year.”

Jane, my eldest sister, had been for a long time in
bad health, and my father said that he wished all the
strawberries to be kept for her. She could take very
little food, and he was glad to get any thing to which
ghe took a fancy, if he could find the money to buy it.

As the.strawberries would cost nothing, and as we
all knew they would please my sister, we agreed that
we would not taste a sihgle one—all should be saved
for her. ) ) 7

As often as I came home from the fields in the eve-
ning, I went to see how the strawberrics were getting
on, and often looked at them with a longing desire to
taste them. At last they were just ripe, and father
said that in about two days they would be fit to be
gathered, and that he was sure there would be enough
to fill a saucer. T

Early in the morning of the day when the fruit was
to be picked, I got up before the rest of the family
were awake, and the wicked thought came into my
mind that I would go slyly into the garden and taste
them. ¢ A few will not be missed,” said I to myself.
Slowly and softly I passed down stairs, and opening the
garden door, I stood by the side of the strawberries.
Oh, how fresh and nice they looked, so early in the morn-
ing! There were, I was sure, twenty that were quite
ripe. - ITow many could I take without their being
missed? Perhaps two, or five. As I gazed upon
them, my sinful desires grew until I was veady to take
at least half of them.

Ilooked up at the window of the room where my
parents slept, and then at the little room where dear
Jane lay; there was no one to be seen. So, stooping
down, my fingers were in a moment on one of the
largest and ripest, when the thought darted into my
mind, ¢“Suppose they should be missed, and I am
asked if I took them, what could I say?”

I quickly rose up, and was about to return into the
house, when my evil heart said, « Oh, your father will

not suspect that you were the thief; he wil thick that |

some strange boy got over the palings.at night, and
stole the fruit.” : .

This bad thought made me bold, and I went back to
the strawberry bed. Again I fixed niy eyes on the win-
dowsandlooked arolind me. There was no one moving.
All was quite “silent, except the twitter of sparrows
on the cottage thatch, and the song of the lark ag it

flew upward to the sky. My hands once more touched
the fruit, when these four little words darted into my
mibd—THOU Gob SEEST ME.

.~ These words saved me from the sin I was about to,
commit. It was almost as though I had heard them
spuken aloud. ¢ My father does not see me; but God
does; his eye is upon me now.” I sprang up on my
feet, and got back into my room without any one in
the family having seen me. :

In about an hour after this time, I saw my father go
into the garden to gather the strawberries. He took
all that were quite ripe; and when poor Jane came
down stairs, they were placed before hur in a pink
saucer. When she saw them, a sweet smile came over
her pale face. My father looked happy; Polly, my
youngest sister, looked happy; we were all happy, as

‘we saw how they pleased her, and refreshed her

parched lips. Then how glad I was that I had not
taken them, and that my hands had been kept from
stealing. Yes, it was that thought, “Thou God seest
me,” that held me back from doing wrong in the hour
of danger.

““Where are those words to be found?” I said.
“ Are they the text of a sermon I have heard, or a part
of a Sunday School lesson I have learned?’ I was
almost sure that they were in the Bible; and I made
up my wind to find them.

That day I had to look after farmer Dobson’s sheep,
and I asked my sister Jane to lend me her Bible to
take with me to the field, so that while the sheep were
feeding, I might sit down.and seek for these four little
words. - .

And do you know where I found them? They were
in the sixteenth chapter of the book of Genesis, in an.
account of Hagar, who fled from her mistress into a
desert place. As she sat by the side of a well, the
angel of the Lord met her, and told her to go back to
her mistress. Then she called the name of the angel
who spake to her;, THou Gop SEEST ME. She was out
of the path of duty, and these words kept her, ag they
did me, from going further in the way that was wrong
and full of danger.

At night when we all met at family prayer, my
father read a chapter from the New Testament. There
was one part of it which was about a good man,
Nathanael, to whom Jesus said that he had seen him
under a fig-tree. Now, the good man who, perhaps,
had been praying under the shady branches, knew
that he had been quite alone: and when he heard
what Jesus said, he cried out, < Master, thou art the
Son of God.”

After my father had read the chapter, he said to us,
‘Do not forget, dear children, that God our Saviour
sees you always. This is & sad thought to the sinner;
but not so to those who love Jesus. If we have gone
to him in faith for the pardon of our sins, and if the
grace of the Holy Spirit has changed our hearts, lead-
ing us to repent of sin, and to keep his holy law, it is
a thought full of comfort. He sees us in all our times
of trouble and danger; and we know that he looks
upon us in. love, and will not forsake those who trust
in him. Let the words, ‘Thou God, seest me,” cheer
you in duty, encourage you in prayer, and keep you
from sin.” )

Now, it did seem very strange to me that my father
should use these words. Ii, however, served to fix them
more deeply in my mind;~and many g time since then,
the thought of the all-seeing eye of God has kept me
from the road that leads to death.

Will you, reader, think of them: also? God always
sees you. All things past, present, and to come—
everything that has been, and now is, and that ghall
be,—are seen by him at once. All that are in Heaven,
and all that are on the earth, are beneath his eye.
Some think that if they can get out of the sight of men,
they may sin as they please; but there is no place
where they can hide themselves from God. The broad
daylight and the dark night are alike to him. In the
deep forests, and in the caves and mines of the earth,
God is there. He sees all that can be seen; he knows
all that can be known. ¢Can any hide himself in
secret places, that I shall not see him? gsaith the
Lord.” Jer. xxiii, 24. ¢ All things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to
do.” Heb. iv, 18, ’

Would you, then, resist evil and overcome sin—
would you do what is right and find comfort when you
go to the house of God, or kneel down to prayat home?
Ask of the Holy Spirit to apply these four little words
to your heart—THouv Gop sEEST ME.

I is not until the flower is fallen off that the fruit
begins to ripen.  So in life it is when the romance is
past that the practical usefulness begins. Q

AsTHE very act fits & man for the exercise of any
bodily labor, so the best preparation umto prayer is,
the very duty itself.

Though prayer be the key that opens God’s treasures,
yet faith is the hand that turng the key, without which
1t will do no good. .

God’s promises to us must be the ground of our
prayers to him. When God makes a promise, we
must make a prayer.




- served, unless the writers request it.
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#“PROGRESSION.”

D. W. Hurx, whose first step in departing from the
truth was taken under the persistent efforts of the
Towa factionists, is still ¢ progressing,” as will be
seen from the following notice taken from the Banner
of Light.

¢“Daniel W. Hull (brother to Moses Hull), who has

renounced Second Adventism, and accepted the facts
of Spiritualism, has a very interesting article in this
issue of our paper, which it will be well for all to
read, especially those who so rigidly and blindly take
the Bible to be the pure and unadulterated word of
God.”

To Cerrespondents.

ManvgcripTs which we do not use, are mot pre-
Therefore it is
generally impossible to answer questions about unused
articles received months hefore. Articles are not al-
ways rejected, however, because not used immediately.

Bible Repository.

Wx have received the first number of a monthly mag-
azine of 32 pages with the above name, published by
Rufus Wendell, in Salem, Mass. Its tiile page says it is
¢“Chiefly devoted to the advocacy and diffusion of the
view of a future life and immortality as the gift of
God, through Jesus Christ, to the righteous alone, by
a resurrection from the dead.”

It follows the views of Geo. Storrs, that there will
be mno .resurrection ¢ of the unjust.” This was the
burdenseme stone that so greatly crippled Eld. Storrs
in his influence and his usefulness. It is much to be
regretted that this unscriptural notion has ever been
attached to the faith of eternal life through Christ
alome. Price of the Repository, $1.00 a year.

Fruit.

W wish to say to our friends in Michigan who have
a surplus of fruit, that writing, and care for the spir-
itual wants of the people of God, make it impossible
for us to make suitable provisions in the line of canned
and dried fruit, so necessary to our present manner
of living. If you will remember us in fruit harvest,
and set apart a small share for us, and the Lord’s peo-
ple whom we may have the pleasure of entertaining, you
will do us a great favor. James Waite.

Erzey G, WaITE.

The Health Reformer.

Trr first number of the third volume of this journal
is received, and as I look it over I am much pleased
with it. It now has twenty beautifully-executed pages

will add great interest to the Reformer. He is admitted
by all to stand at the head of the health reform in this
country, 80 far as human science is concerned.

And notwithstanding the additional pages and im-
provements in the Reformer, it is still offered for only
one dollar a year. Our brethren cannot afford to do
without it. Every reader of the Review should also
read the Reformer. Brethren and friends, if you have
not done g0, send immediately for the Reformer. If
you have & dollar to pay for yours, and one to pay for
it to dome poor family, send both. You who have not
the ready cash, send for the Reformer, and pay as soon
88 you can get the dollar. And you who. need the
Reformer*and the dollar also, for some other purpose?
send immediately for the Reformer.

Yes, sertd for the Reformer. Get your neighbors to
subscgibe for it, and let this journal bless ten thousand
homes, where it at present visiis less than four thou-

. sand. .

I will be one of a hundred to send the Reformer free
to five hundred families. Here are $5.00. Brethren,

swell the paying list, and the free list, of the Reformer.

oldest son having been ¢“sun strugk.”

Dr. Trall’'s Special Department

Send for the Reformer for yourselves, and your neigh-
bors, and especially for the poor. If it be worth one
dollar to the family in comfortable circumstances, it is
worth two dollars a year to poor families. Let the
poor have the gospel of health, freely and cheerfully.
If they can save doctor’s bills this year by learning
from the Reformer how to live, they will be able to
pay for it next year. Send for the Reformer.
Jangs WHITE,

e~ 1 was sorry to be disappointed ln not being
able to meet with the church in Charlotte, as appoint-
ed. While preparing to go I received a call home, my
Though severe-
ly and dangerously stricken he is now doing well at
the Institute. Bro. Gage filled my appointment, and
a8 we are both employed in the office, and had to be
absent several days, it has placed our work in a
crowded state. We ask the kind consideration of our
friends in behalf of our labors under these circum-
stances. J. H. WaccoxER.

Bro. Rosrrr CocmrAN of Grant Avenue, South
Vineland, N. J., extends an invitation to his house, to
any brother visiting Vineland.

The Advent Keepsake.

Tuis is the title of a beautiful little book just pub-
lished at Battle Creek. Itis a collection of the most
excellent and interesting texts in the whole Bible; and
most of them relate to the soon coming of Christ. It
is just the book for a pocket companion, whether you
are young or old; just the thing for a present to your
friend. 1t is beautifully gotten up, and is as charm-
ing inside as out. Do not fail to get it. Xvery agent
should have a supply, for it will sell almostanywhere;
and every Adventist should have one; and if you wish
to make a pretty present, this is a suitable one.

Jos. CLARKE,

[We think just so, too, Bro. C.—E».]

Memory Restored.

A s1sTER, in Rhode Island, learned several hundred
verses in the New Testament during the year-1867, but
could not call them to mind when she wished to
repeat them. Since leaving tea-drinking these scrip-
tures have all returned to her memory, and she can
now repeat them with but little effort. Those who are
afflicted with treacherous memories, and still eling to
tea-drinking, and other wrong habits of eating and
drinking, will do well to make a note of this, and go
and do likewise. ' J. 8. MiLiER.

B&5 THE BisLe A S1gy oF MirnErIsM.—In Ticonde-
roga County, New York, on one occasion a company
of gentlemen were being weighed, and seeing how near
their estimates of each other agreed with the result.
An Advent brother from Benson, Vt., was present, and
at their request stepped upon the scales. Some one
noticed something in his pocket, and fearing it would
affect his weight, asked what it was. He took it out;
it was his Bible. Oh! exclaimed the company, he is
a Millerite; and shrankfrom him, asifhe were a viper.

Earnestness in prayer is a fruit of faith, and not
a mere expression of ideas.

Dppuintments,

And as yeo go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

XXX

PRrOVIDENCE permitting, I will meet with the church
at Haverhill, Mass., Aug. 15, 16. "I want to seeall the
soattered ones in that section at this meeting.

D. M. CANRIGHT.
. O

ProvipeNce permitting, I will hold meetings as fol-
lows: Trenton Center, Dodge Co., Wis., Aug. 1, 2,
where Bro. T. P. Finch may appoint.

Johnstown Center, Rock Co., Wis., Aug. 8, 9.
Rockton, Winnebago Co., Ill., 15, 16.

This last meeting is intended to be a Quarterly one.
Brethren are invited from Johnstown and Avon. We
expect to hold this meeting in the grove if the weather
is favorable. Cannot Bro. R. ¥. Andrews be at this
meeting ? H: C. BrANCHARD.

——0

Tar next Quarterly Meeting of the 8. D. A, church,

of Johinstown Center, Wis., will be held Sabbath and
Sunday, August 8 and 9, 1868. I learn there is a de-
sire to have Monthly Meetings for the benefit of Little
‘Prairie, Oakland, and Johnstown, to serve as Quar-
terly Meeting for each. We hope to see those churches
well represented at this meeting. Cannot some minis-
ter be present? A, B. WinLiams.
A

MonTury Meeting for August, in Rhode Island, will
be held with the church of Newshoreham the 15th and
16th. Let there be a general rally of our brethren at
this meeting from every quarter. Those who choose
can go to Newport and take boat on the morning of
the 14th, or, perhaps, a more comfortable way for the
most to go will be with Capt. Card, of Westerly. In
that case you should be in Stonington the 18th, on the
arrival of train from Providence.  P. C. Ropman.

Tur next Quarterly Meeting of the Alma and Ithaca
churches will be held at Ithaca, August 1,2. Bro. R.
P. Chase is expected to be present. :

F. Squirz, Clerk.
— o

Ir nothing in Providence prevents, I shall be at Bro.
Samuel Clark’s, Blandon, Mass., and will hold meet-
ings the first Sabbath and first-day in August. It is
hoped that all the scattered brethren in that section
will be present. S. N. HASKELL.

_———

Taere will be a Monthly Meeting at Athens, Me.,
the second Sabbath and first-day iu August.

There will also be a Monthly Meeting in Portland,
Me, the second Sabbath and first-day in August. It is
hoped there will be a general gathering at these meet-
ings. If the Lord will, Bro. Goodrich will attend the
one at Athens; and I will be at Portland.

L. L. Howarp.
—0

Tar next Monthly Meeting of the Lisbon, Marion,
and Anamosa churches, will be held at Fairview on the
first Sabbath and first-day in August.

S. T. CHAMBERLAIN.

Business Depurtment,

R Gt

Not Slothful in Business. Rom. xii, 11,

pes™ A full Catalogue of Imporiani Publications on
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