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THE KINGDOM OF RERT,
I rmne of a home in the kingdom of rest,
Where the loved of the Lord will abide,
A home which the glory of God dothillume,
And nothing of ill can betide.
Where sorrow and tears are forever unknown,
And joys never-ending find room, :
Where the brow wears the impress of heavenly peace,
And the cheek immortality’s bloom.

0 kingdom of rest! would we taste of thy bliss,
And share in the promised reward?
‘We must cheerfully lift every cross that appears.
.And joyfully follow our Lord. . :
Though the road lead through toiling and suffering here,
We must ““ drink of the cup”” that 1s given,
“Through much tribulation ”’ his chosen must pass,-
If they enter the kingdom of Heaven.

If trials are needful the heart to prepare
For that world of enrapturing bliss,

Let me mareh with the army of cross-bearers here,
And share in the conflicts of this.

And lét not the heart sinful murmurings know,
Nor tongue speak of hardship or loss;

We'll reach home ere long if we follow the Light,
And journey in sight of the cross.

I would gird close around me the armor of God—
The helmet, the breastplate, and shield;
For the enemy’s pickets are weaponed and strong,
And his hosts even now in the field.
Then courage, O heart! in the contest be brave,
Soon, soon, will the warfare be done
The triumph will come when the battle is o’er,
And rest when the viclory’s won.
M. A. House.

" Battle Creck, Mich.

The Sevmon,

1 charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom

PREACH THE WORD. 2Tim.iv,2.

THE BRIDE, THE LAMB’S WITE.*
_'The Time and Pl;(_:;of the Marriage.

BY ELD. JAMES WHITE.

Tuxr.~—* Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”
Rev. xxi, 9,

Tinse are the words of the angel to the prophet John.
Two distinct things are represented in the Scriptures
by the figure of marriage: first, union of believers
with their Lord; second, Christ’s reception of the
throne of his kingdom. The scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments illustrate the union between believers
and their Lord by marriage. From this fact, most
Christians have supposed that the church was the bride
of Chrigt. But this view of the subject carries the
marriage of the Lamb back ag far as the first believer,

# Preached in Battle Creelr, Sabbath, Jap. 9, 1869. Reported for
REvVIEW by the Editor.

and makes this marriage continue at least six thousand
years. This union existed in the days of Adam, of
believing Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Moses, and the
prophéts. Who believes that the marriagé of the Lamb
took place in the days of the patriarchs, of the proph-
ets, or of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ? No
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We freely give all those texts of the Old and New
Testaments, which represent the union of believers
with their Lord by the figure of marriage to those who
hold a different view from ours on this subject. They
mey have all those texts. We do not question their
application to the church. But, admitting this, they
have nothing to do in deciding who the bride of Christ
is in the marriage of the Lamb, which is a future event,.
The figure of marriage is used to vepresent the union
between believers and their Lord; but, my friends,
this union in the past, and this union in the present,
is not the marriage of the Lamb. That event is future.
Everywhere in the Seriptures it is placed in close con-
nection with the Judgment of the great day.

“Tarn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord, for
I am mayried unto.you.” Were union between heliev-
ers and their Lord is represented. But who believes
that the marriage of the Lamb took place in the days
of the prophet ?

Says Paul, 2 Cor. xi, 2, <1 have espoused you to one
Husband.” Bat did the marriage of the Lamb take
place’in Corinth ?

I would impress upon your minds the distinction be-
tween these two events represented in the Scriptures
by marriage. One is the union between believers and
their Lord, and commenced as soon as faith sprung up
in the heart of Adam, and has continued with believ-
erg ever since. The other event is Christ’s receiving
the throne of the kingdom. This is one event to take
place at one particular time, and that time is in close
connection with his second coming. It istheconfound-
ing of these two events together, which has led to the
confusion now existing in all the popular churches in
reference to this subject.

The time of the marriage of the Lamb is a clear and
important point. -It is not in the past. It is in the
future. But the question arises, What is the bride of
Christ in the marriage of the Lamb? I turn to Rev.
xxi, from which I have taken myvtext, and read verses
9 and 10: ‘“ And there came unto me one of the seven
angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I
will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife, And he
carried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Je-
rusalem, descending out of Heaven from God.”

Language can be no plainer. The idea is clearly
brought out. Come hither, says the angel to John,
and I will show you the bride. He took the prophet
to an exceedingly high mountain, and showed him-—
what? the church? No; that great city, the holy Je-
rusalem, descending out of Heaven from God. ¢ But
is not this the church after all? Is not the city a fig-
ure of the church ?”’

My friends, when we leave the literal declaration
of God’s word, touching this point, and admit a figu-
rative understanding of the text; then we may make

this city anything we please. We can make it mean a
church or a happy state of mind. '

preach the Second Advent doctrine, I had an appoint-
ment in West Fairfield, Me., where was & congregation
ofQuaker Friends. Several oame out to hear me, I
?‘époke up(;n ‘the subject of the City., ~At the- cloge of
the meeting, a venerable Quaker came to me, and gaid,
“Thee ig mistaken about the literal city.” Said he,
“I have that city in my heart.”

Yes, when we leave the literal declarations of God’s
word, s0 plain and distinct, we may make that city
just what we please. The Quaker could have it
with all its gates, and walls, and foundations, and
glory, in his heart.

John continues'to describe the city: ¢ Having the
glory of God, and her light was like unto & stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as orystal;

and at the gates twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel [and the good old Quaker had.it
all in his heart]; onthe east three gates, on tho nexrth
three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west
three gates; and the wall of the city had twelve foun-
dations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb.” Yet the good old Quaker had it all in
hig heart.

““And he that talked with me had a golden reed to
measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall
thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length
is as large as the breadth; and he measured the city
with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs; and the
length and the breadth and the hight of it are equal.

forty and four cubits, according to the megsure of a
man, that is, of the angel.”” And the venerable Quaker
could, without the least difficulty, put it into his vest
pocket.

“And the building of the wall of it was of jasper,
and the ¢ity was of pure gold, like unto clear glass.
And the foundations of the wall of the city were gar-
nighed with all manner of precious stones.” And the
good old Quaker had it all in his heart.

¢The first foundation was of jagper; the second,
sapphire ; the third, a chalcedony; ‘the fourth, an em-

seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a ja-
cinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.” I would like to
know, if it is possible for a man to have all these things
in his heart. Why is the prophet of God so particular
tions of the holy city ? e,

“And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; évery
several gate was of one pearl; and the street of the
city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.”
And the good old Quaker had it all in his heart.

Now, friends, if the Book of God does not mean
what it says, pray tell us what it does mean. We ad-
mit that there are parables in the Bible; there .are
symbols ; there are figures; but the connection shows
the necessity of interpreting themas such. But where
is the necessity of calling this glorious city with its
foundations, its walls, its gates, its pearls, and its glory,

When in my school-boy days I made my first trip to

and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates,"

And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and

erald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardins; thé

to describe the different kinds of stones in the founda- .-+
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a figure, and thus giving fancy room to make it just
what it pleases ?

If the Bible does not mean what it says, then we
should have another book to tell us what this one
means; but this, my friends, is the very book. And we
are bound to take it as it gays, unless good reasons
can be shown from the connection why it should be
tropieally understood. This city, with all its glory, is
the metropolis of the kingdom of God. It is the eapi-
tal of the fifth kingdom which is soon to be introduced,
soon t0 be given to the saints of the Most High. This
city is coming down out of Heaven, adorned as a
bride for her husband. It is to settle upon the new
earth to be the eternal metropolis of the kingdom of
God.

The holy city, the bride, is represented in the Scrip-
tures, in the great family of God, as the mother. Paul,
in Gal. iv, 26, gays, ¢ But Jerusalem which is above,
is free, which is the mother of us all.” Then we are
the children. The church is.not the bride—is not the
wife. The church is the children, Christ ig the fa-
ther of his people. * Unto us,” says the prophet, ““a
child i8 born, unto us a son is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall
be oalled Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the
everlasting Father.” Now we have the whole family.
Christ, the bridegroom, is the father, Jerusalem above,
which is free, is the mother of us all, and the church
is the children, in this great family of Heaven.

The children in this family are te be born, or
brought forth, at the resurrection of the just, when a
nation is to be born at once—brought forth by that
power that called Jesus from the tomb—~brought forth
at the resurrection—brought into new life. How nat-
ural the supposition that the marriage of the Lamb,
the union between Christ and the throne of his king-
dom, would take place first, before he descends to
raise the dead-—before the birth of the children takes
place.

The popular view upon this subject makes the chil-
dren the bride, This makes terrible confusion. It
makes the church the bride, and it makes the church
the children. It has the father married to the chil-
dren!

Again, the chureh, in this great wedding, is net the
bride, but the guests. ¢ Blessed are they that are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

The place of the marriage is also an important point
to consider. Where is the marriage of the Lamb to
take place? If the church i8 to be the bride, the mar-
riage of the Lamb must take place after his second ad-
vent, when he comes to raise the dead, and to receive
them to himself, to take them up into the air, and bear
them up to the golden city. If the church be the
bride, then the marriage takes place here. But if the
holy city be the bride, according to the plain declara-
tion of the prophet, then the marriage of the Lamb
may take place before Christ comes—before the birth
of the children at the resurrection. '

We have already said that the marriage of the Lamb
was an event to take place in connection with the sec-
ond advent. Itis Christ’s reception of the throne of
David. In Daniel we read, “I saw in the night vis-
ions, and bebhold, one like the Son of Man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days,
and they brought him near before him. And there
was given him dominien, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him; his dominion is an everlasting. dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall
not be destroyed.”” Chap. vii, 18, 14, Adventists
have. generally supposed that this text speaks of
Christ’s descent to the earth to raise the dead. But
this movement on the part of Christ in the clouds of
heaven, is to the Ancient of Days. Is the Ancient of
Days hore? Isthe throne of the great God situated on
this earth? If so, let the view that Adventists have
generally taken, stand, It is correct. But the An-
cient of Days, as represented by the prophets, is in the
true sanctuary above, looking down and beholding the
earth; then thig movement on the part of the Son of
Man, is a movement that takes place in Heaven prior
to his second coming to earth. And what is this
movement on the part of the Son of Man with the

clouds of heaven (evidently clouds of angels), what is
it for? Tt is to receive a kingdom, and dominion, and
power, and glory. The Ancient of Days is in Heaven.
The Son of Man surrounded by angels, borne in heav-
enly chariots of angels, approaches the Father to re-
ceive a kingdom, dominion, power, and glory. He re-
ceives it at his Father’s hands, the long-promised
throne of David, as the throne of his kingdom. The
inauguration of the King of kings. and Lord of lords
takes place in the other world. Heaven acknowledges
him ag King. The saints on earth acknowledge him as
their King. He then breaks through the ethereal dis-
tance and burstg upon our gight at his second advent,
with the name written on his vesture and on hig thigh,
« King of kings and Lord of lords.” He now has the
kingdom. He is married to the throne and metropolis
of his kingdom. The wedding is over.

In harmony with this are the words of my Lord,
¢ Let your loing be girt about with truth, and your
lamps burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that
wait for their Lord when he shall return from the
wedding.”” How very plain. Borne by chariots of
angels to the Father, the Son receives. the kingdom.
He is acknowledged King. Hg returns;, and upon his
vesture and thigh is the name of hig royalty. Heaven

and earth acknowledge him King. And where are the |

guests? Where are the waiting ones? They are here
in this mortal state, and Christ is saying to them, < Have
your loins girt about with truth, and your lamps burn-
ing, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for
their Lord when he shall return from the wedding.”
Christ receives the throne of his kingdom in Heaven.
When he comes to raise the just, the wedding is over.
The place, then, of the marriage is not hers, but there.
The heavenly Bridegroom, borne to the presence of
the great God, is presented with the city. In that city
is the throne of the kingdom. He receives it. It is
his. The name of his royalty is written upon his vesture
and his thigh. All is ready. And now the King of
kings, with all the holy angels, descends in Aaming fire.
The trump sounds. The dead are raised. The chil-
dren are brought forth from their graves, and are
borne by angels from every part of the earth, and are
received and embraced by their Father and Redeemer.
The train is led off by the King of kings to the heav-
enly Jerusalem which is the mother of us all. The
great family of Heaven is brought together. The chil-
dren are-all brought home at last, and sit down to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.

But, my friends, if this marriage takes place here,
at the resurrection of the just, if the marriage repre-
sents the union between Christ and the cburch, and is
consummated at the moment of the resurrection, or as
they ascend to the New Jerusalem, then let me asgk
you, What will you do with the man in the marriage
of the king’s son (all designed to represent the same
thing), that wag found without the wedding garment?
At a certain stage in the wedding, the king is repre-
sented as coming in to see the guests, and there finds
a man that has not on a wedding garment. He says
to him, ¢ Friend, how camegt thou in hither not hay-
ing a wedding garment? And he was. speechless.
Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and
foot, and take him away and cast him into outer
darkness. ‘

This man evidently once had the wedding garment
on. This case rvepresents hopeless apostates, and
teaches that one may have a name with the people of
God who are waiting the return of their Lord from the
wedding, and yet be destitute of the necessary prepa~
ration. It was designed to represent the fact that
some may lose the wedding garment. When our Lord
was borne to the Father to receiye the kingdom,
power, and glory, they may have had that preparation,
that consecration and acceptance with God; but while
some are waiting like men that wait for their Lord to
return from the wedding, these become impatient, or
go to sleep and lose their faith and comsecration.
They lose the wedding garment. Let us beware.

But, friends, if the wedding does not take place un-
til the second doming of Jesus Christ, until the saints
meet in the city above, what will you do with this
man that was found without the wedding garment?
Had there been a mistake made? As the resurrection
took -place, and the living were changed and caught

up, wag one taken up unrendy ? And 28 they reached
the holy city, was he then discovered to be without
the wedding garment? Was he taken up through mis-
take? And was he cast out to the earth again? No!
This can never be. The examination of the guests is
in probationary time, before Christ comes. This is

-certain. Do you think a mistake will be made and

some one be taken into the company of the redeemed
and changed to immortality without the wedding gar-
ment? That will not do. This coming in to examine
the guests must be in probationary time, just before
the coming of Chrigt. I wish you to be established upon
thig point. It must be so, for no one could get into
the immortal state unprepared unless a mistake had
been made in the resurrection.

Now place the marriage of the Lamb just prior to
his second advent, and all is harmonious. The time
from the termination of the prophetic periods until
Christ’s work is done in the heavenly sanctuary, is the
waiting, watching time, This is the time of the mar-
riage. It is a time when many will backslide, and lose
the wedding garment. Godsaveus! Duringthistime
there are to be presented truths, burning truths, from
Heaven. And I marvel not that their light begins to
shine upon us already. There are truths which are to
try us and test us. And as we are examined by them,
it will be discovered, I fear, that some of us have not
the wedding garment on.

The prophet foresaw our time, some of its duties, and
the testing, searching work before us, and has written,
«Then they that feared the Lord, spake often one to
another ; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before him for
them that feared the Lord, and thet thought upon his
name; and they shall be mine, gaith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth
him. Then shall ye return and discern between the
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth
God, and him that serveth him not.” Mal. iii, 16-18,

At that time the blazing light of truth will search
our darkness, and expose our nakedness. Some will
be found without the wedding garment. God pity and
save us.

Again, if the marriage of the Lamb takes place at
the resurrection of the just, what will you do with
the parable of the ten virgins? When did they take
their lamps, and go forth to meet the Bridegroom, if
it was not in the great Advent movement of 18437
When did the Bridegroom tarry if it was not in the dis-
appointment in reference to the Lord’s coming iu that
year? When was the midnight ory, if not in the au-
tumn of 1844? Then all those virging arose and
trimmed their lamps. When was this, if not in 1844?
When does the Bridegroom come to the marriage?
<« Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet
him.” When does he come to the marriage, and where
does he come ? The heavenly Bridegroom at the close
of the work in the heavenly sanctuary, passes into the
most holy place, where he stands to-day beside the ark
of God which contains the ten commandments. No
marvel that we are keeping the Sabbath! And when
his work of hlotting out sins shall be accomplished,
then he is to receive the capital and the throne of hig
kingdom. But if this wedding takes place here, the
coming of the Bridegroom is his coming to this earth,
and, of course, his marriage is his union with the res-
urrected saints., With this view of the subject, I in-
quire, When and where do the foolish virgins come
and knock? With my view of the subject, I find no
difficulty. The foolish virgins in the parable came
and knocked, or made an effort for admittance. Does
the marriage take place after the resurrection of the
dead? Then, of course, ydu must have the wicked
coming somewhere, and knocking for admittance.
But, hold! The wicked, that is, all that are left by
the plagues, are destroyed by the brightness and glory
of Christ at his coming. He comes; he destroys the
wicked ; he raises the dead; and do you say that the
marriage of the Lamb takes place atthat time ? I an-
gwer, There are then no foolish virgins to come and
knock. Every one of them is destroyed.

But admitting that they are not, where will you have
them come? Why, of course, come where the Bride-
groom and bride are. But where are they? Jesus
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has descended in flaming fire, and in a moment the
righteous living are changed, and caught up. Then
where will you have the foolish go to knock? Will
they ascend to mid heaven, or to the city of God, to
knock? Impossible! With my view of the subject,
the marriage of the Lamb takes place prior to the sec-
ond advent. The ery awakes all the virging. They
go forth. Some have oil; some have not. Those whe
have oil, are admitted into union and communion with
their Lord. 1In this way they go in to the marriage.
Time rolls on. Truth is administered to the church;
but some fail to receive it. These are represented by
the foolish virging, who when they are aroused, are
seized with anguish and distress. They fly to the Bi-
ble, perhaps, and search for light. In darkness and
anguish they go to the church. Open to us. Here
comes that poor apostate, that backslidden one. He
bas lost his wedding garment, but he is crowding with
the guests into the marriage room, But burning truth
gearches him out. His wedding garment is lost. He
is unprepared. He is bound hand and foot, and cast
out. God pity the backslider! ButI must close my
vemarks lest, with my hoarse speaking, I weary you
and myself also. Thank God that I can speak at alll

There is a practical bearing which this subject has
upon us. ~ It is a solempn hour in which we live. It is:
the waiting time. It is the watching time; and, of
course, the sleepy and dangerous time. But here is
our true position and our only safe one: Have your
loins girt about with truth, the blessed girdle of God’s
truth, and have your lamps burning, and yourselves
like unto men that wait for their lord when he ghall
return from the wedding, When he receives the city,
the metropolis of his kingdom, and the throne of Da-
vid that has long been promised him, angels will join
in the coronation of the King of kings and Lord of
lords, and with the name written o his vesture and
on his thigh, surrounded with angels, enshrouded in
his own and his TFather’s glory, with his kingly'
crown, with the trumpet and sword, he will come in
flaming glory for the waiting ones. DBe ready; be
ready. Amen.

t

THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM.

“ Axp this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and
then shall the end como.” Matt. xxiv, 14.

What is this gospel of the kingdom? Not the com-
mon message of the gospel as given by our Lord to his
apostles on the ave of his agcongion; but itis a special
message, given for a special purpose, to accomplish a
special end. It was to be preached to Jews and Gen-
tiles respectively at certain points'in the history of
each. Those points were separated by a distance of
more than 1800 years. It was preached to the Jews
when the probation of that race, in their national ca-
pacity, was drawing to a close, and was a measure
preparaiory to that event,

Our Lord’s instruction is that just before probation
for the race of man ends, the same preparatory mes-
gage, then being given to the Jews, and. forbidden to
be preached beyond the limits of Judea, must be
preached in allthe world for a witness unto all nations.

1t is brief, in point of time, to both Jew and Gentile.
Four years from the commendement of John’s preach-
ing in the wilderness of Judea, Jewish probation ended,
and ‘“‘these things were hidden from their eyes.”” The
position of both Jew and Gentile when this message is
given to each respectively, is very nearly parallel;
hence the same general message iz applicable to both.
The megsage is

1. Solemn. It announces the speedy approach of a.
crisis, involving in the one case the fate of a nation,
and in the other, the fate of a world. ¢ The ax is laid
unto the root of the trees; every tree therefore which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire.”

2. Awful, It announces the speedy approach of the
great day of God. ¢ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mountain; let all the in-
habitants of the land tremble ; for the day of the Lord
cometh, for it is nigh at hand, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as
the morning spread upon the mountains.” Joelii, 1,2.

8. Instructive. It opens the book of propheey, and
sheds increasing light on the plan of salvation by pre-
senting both law and gospel in their just relations and
showing the beautiful symmetry of their different,
though indispensable, offices in the salvation of men.

1t is the meat in due season, with which the house-
hold are to be fed, to fit them for the coming of their
Lord and Master. ¢“And blessed are those servants
whom their Lord when he cometh, shall find so doing.”

4. Saving to those who heed it. ¢’T'o him that over-
cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with my my Fa-
therin his throne.” Rev. iii, 21. This gospel of the
kingdom is based on the three messages of Rev. xiv,
the first pointing to the Judgment hoar come, the sec-
ond anneuncing the fall of antichristian power, as pre-
monitory of its speedy and final overthrow, and the
third instructing the remnant church of God how to
escape the things that are coming on the earth, and to
stand before the Son of Man.

To preach this special message to Jew and Gentile
respectively at God’s appointed times is emphatically
the work of Elijah, as intimated in the prophecy of
Malachi iv, 5, 6: ¢« Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful’
day of the Lord, and he shall turn the heart of the fa-

thers to the children, and the heart of the children to

the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth witk a
curse.” See Lukei, 17.

Our Lord, gpeaking of John, Matt. xi, 14, says, «If
ye will receive it, this is Elias which was to come.”
In another place he also says, *‘Elias verily cometh
first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written
of the Son of Man, that he must suffer many things,
and be set at naught. But I say unto you, That Elias
is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatso-
ever they listed.”

Now John preached the gospel of the kingdom six
months, and was beheaded. Our Lord preached the
gospel of the kingdom three and a half years, and
was crucified by his people.

The gospel of the kingdom, as preached by our Lord

and ‘his chosen gpostles, was not received, but was re-_

jected, and the messengers were killed. When the
Jews rejected the Son of God, God rejected them from
being his people, and here is the end of his message to
the Jews. The work of Elijah is not finished. ¢ The
wedding indeed was ready, but they that were bidden
were not worthy.”” The king sends forth his armies,
and destroys that murderous race, and burns up their
city. ¢The kingdom of God,” says Jesus, ¢shall be
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth
the fruits thereof.”

The work of Elijah was left incomplete at the first
advent, the work of reform required by the message
was not wrought; therefore our Lord, in speaking of
his second coming and of the signs that would precede
that event, informs us that this work will be resumed
near the cloge of this.dispensation with more effort and
better success. :

Bible subjects and doctrines generally, as held by
the professed people of God, must be reviewed and
corrected. Erroneous views and false theories must
be searched out and rejected, and that propbecy of
Isaiah will be fulfilled: ¢ O Zion, that bringest. good
tidings, get thee up into the high mountsin; O Jeru-
salem, ‘that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice
with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the
cities of Judah, Béhold your -God! Behold, the Lord
God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall
rule for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his

work before him.”” Isa. x1, 9, 10.
ALBERT STONE.

«WHAT SHALL THE ANGELS WRITE ?”

I was struck with this remark by one of the serv-
ants of God at our Jowa camp-meeting. It was ad-
dressed to an intelligent-appearing young man, whose
friends, and some others, were anxious that he should
obey the truth. « Friend, What shalithe angels write 2"
Shall they write his name in the book of Life? Shall
they write him down an heir of salvation ?

What shall the angels write? Yes, what shall they
write of us, dear reader? Our deeds are all written
down, both good and bad. There is a faithful record

made of them all, Shall our bad deeds outpumber our
good ones? Is it not high time we were leaving off
our iniquities, that we may be able to pass the golemn
test of the Judgment? How shall we live in the new
year? What shall be written for us there ?

What shall the angels write of me? Is it possible
that every word and action is recorded? Is my name
really written in the book of life? Will I se act that
my sins may be blotted out and pardon written oppo-
site my name? May God help me to live and act
aright.

‘Yot us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this ig
the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into Judgment, with every secret thing, whether
it be good, or whether it be evil.” Eeocl. xii, 18, 14.

“ And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Rev. xx, 15.

‘ J. A. 8By,

OPEN WIDE.

Orzx wide, Eternal Gate,

For the saints before thee wait;
They have suffered much from sin,
Open wide and let them in.

Open wide, O Heavenly Door;
Unto the opgressed and poors;
For the mighty Prince of Peace
Bids their weary thraldom cease.

Stand ajar! O, stand ajar,
These havé traveled from afar,
To appear at the assize,

And receive the glorious prize,

Open high! O, open high;

Let them view, a fairer sky;
Let them see the angel-kin,
‘Who ate shouting now within.

Open high and open wide!
Let them pass to Jesus’ side;
Past all work and waiting, blest
In His endless happy rest.
~—Detroit Tribune.

Py

THE TWO ABSURDITIES.

Axy believers in the mortality of man and the sleep |
of the dead, agree that it is a great absurdity to teach
that the rightecus are taken to Heaven at death, and
the wicked sent to hell, and then after hundreds of
years are called back, the saints from Heaven, and the
wicked from hell, to be judged! What can be the use
of such a judgment? Is there danger that God has
made a mistake in taking some to Heaven who ought
not to have gone there, and has sent others to hell who
ought to have been in Heaven? Such a judgment
must be only & mockery. Hence we say, that theory
must be false. God will not reward men till he has
judged them to ascertain what each should have.

‘But there is another theory equally absurd and false,
which is held by some Adventists. Paul teaches, and

‘they believe, that the dead saints will be *‘ raigsed in-

corruptible’” and immortal. But the wicked will be
raised as mortal and as corruptible as they went into
the grave. Gal. vi, 8. Then they tell us that the
Judgment will set after that. But here again comes
up the very objection which they urge against others,
viz.: What ig the use of a judgment now? Hag God
made a mistake and raised some immortal who are not
worthy of it? Have some been left to come up in cor-
ruption who ought to have been raised incorruptible?
My friends, something is out of joint in this.theory.
God does not work that way. The fact that the saints
are raised inoorruptible, shows that the judgment upon
them is passed before they are raised.

Again, as soon as Christ appears in the clouds, the
living saints are “ changed in a moment, in the twink-
ling of an eye,”” 1 Cor. xv, 51, 52, and ¢ caught up to
meet the Lord in the air.” 1 Thess. iv, 17. At the
same time the wicked are consumed by the brightness
of his coming. 2 Thess. i, 7-9; ii, 8. Where is the

propriety of having a general Judgment after that?

The idea is both absurd and contrary to the teaching
of the Bible. D. M. Canpigay.
Richmond, Me.

Wz should be willing to lend mercy at one time, as
we may have occasion to borrow it at another.
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“ Banctify them through thy Truth ; thy Word is Truth.”

Barrie CreEx, MicH., THIRD-DAY, JAN. 19, 1869.

URIAH S8MITH, EDITOR,

THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

CHAPTER II,

Varse 1. And in the second year of the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,
wherewith his spirit was trouhled, and his sleep brake
from him.

There has been some perplexity over this date.
Daniel was carried captive in the first year of Neb-
uchadnezzar. For three years he was placed under
instructors, during which time he would not, of course,
be reckoned among the wise men of the kingdom, nor
take part in public affairs. Yet in the second year
of Nebuchadnezzar the transactions recorded in this
chapter took place. The explanation lies in the fact
that Nebuchadnezzar reigned for two years conjoined
with his father Nabopollasar.
Jews reckoned; while the Chaldeans reckoned from
ihe time he commenced to reign alone, on the death of
hig father. Hence the yoar here mentioned, was the
second year of his reign according to the Chaldean
regkoning, hut the fourth according to the Jewish. It
thus appears that even the next year after Daniel had
completed his preparation to participate in the affairs
of the Chaldean empire, the providence of God brought
him into sudden and wonderful notoriety throughout
all the kingdom.

Versz 2. Then the king commanded to call the ma-
gicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the
Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dream. So they
came and stood before the king.

The magicians were guok as practiced magie, using
the term in its bad senge ; that is, practiced all the su-
perstitious rites and ceremonies of fortune tellers, cas-
ters of nativities, &e. Asirologers were men who
pretended to foretell future events by the study of the
stars. Thescienceor the superstition, of astrology, was
extensively cultivated by the eastern nations of antiqu-
ity. Sorvosrers were such as pretended to hold communi-
cation withthe dead. Inthissensewe believeitisalways
used in the Scriptures. Modern Spiritualism is sim-
ply ancient heathen sorcery revived. The Chaldeans
here mentioned were a sect of philosophers similar to
the magicians and astrologers, who made physic, divi-
nations, &o., their study. All these sects or profess-
ions abounded in Babylon. The end aimed at by each
wag the same, namely, the explaining of mysteries,
and the foretelling of future events, the principal
difference between them being the means by which
they sought to aocomplish their object. The king's
dificulty lay equally within the province of each to
explain; hence he summoned them all. With the king
it was an important matter, He was greatly troubled,
and hence concentrated upon the solution of his per-
plexity the whole wisdom of his realm,

Verse 8, And’ the king said unto them, I have
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know
the dream. 4. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king
in Syriac, O king, live forever; tell thy servants the
dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

Whatever else the ancient magicians and astrologers
may have been deficient in, they seem to have thor-
oughly schooled themselves in the art of drawing out
sufficient information to form a basis for some shrewd
calculation, or of framing their answers in so ambig-
uous & manner that they would be equally applicable,
let the event turn either way. In the present case,
true to their cunning instinets, they called upon the
king to make known to them his dream. If they
could get full information vespecting this, they could
easily agree on some interpretation which would not
endanger their reputation. They addressed them-
gelves to the king in Syriac, a dialect of the Chaldee
which was used by the educated and polished classes.
From this point to the end of chapter vii, the record
continues in Chaldeg.

From this point the

VErsE 5. The king answered and said to the Chal-
deans, The thing is gone fromme if ye will not make
known unto me the dream, with the interpretation
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall
be made a dunghill. 6. Butif yeshow the dream, and
the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts
and rewards and great honor; therefore show me the
dream, and the interpretation thereof. 7. They an-
swered again and said, Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and we will show the interpretation of it.
8. The king answered and said, I know of certainty
that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing
is gone from me. 9. But if ye will not make known
unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you;
for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak
before me, till the time be changed; therefore tell me
the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the
interpretation thereof. 10. The Chaldeans answered
before the king, and said, There is not s man upon the
earth that can shew the king’s matter ; therefore there
is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at
any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. 11. And
it 18 a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is
none other that can show it before the king, except the
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. 12. For this
cause the king was angry and very furious, and
commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.
13. And the decree went forth that the wise men
should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fel-
lows to be slain.

These verses contain the record of the desperate
slruggle between the wise men, so-called, and the
king, the former seeking some avenue for escape, see-
ing they were caught on their own ground, and the
latter determined that they should make known hig
dream, which was no more than their profession
would warrant him in demanding. Some have severely
censured Nebuchadnezzar in this matter as acting the
part of a heartless, unreasonable tyrant. But what did
these magicians profess to be able to do? To reveal
hidden things; to foretell future events; to make
known mysteries entirely beyond human foresight and
penetration; and to do this by the aid of supernatural
agencies. If then their claim was worth anything,
could they not make known to the king what he had
dreamed ? They certainly could. And if they were

‘able, knowingthe dream, togive arelinble interpretation

thereof, would they not also be able to make known
the dream itself when it had gone from the king?
Certainly, if there wag any virtue in their pretended
intercourse with the other world. There was there-
fore nothing unjust in Nebuchadnezzar’s demand that
they should make known hig dream. And when they
declared, verse 11, that none but the gods whose
dwelling was not with flesh could make know the
king’s matter, it was a tacit acknowledgment that they
had no communication with these gods, and knew no-
thing beyond what human wisdom and discernment
could reveal. For this cause the king wag angry and
very furious. He saw that he and all his people were
being made the victims of deception. He aceused them,
verse 9, of endeavoring to dally along till the “time
be changed,” or till the force of the matter had so
passed from his mind, that his anger at their duplieity
should abate, and he either recall the dream himself,
or be unsolicitous whether it were made known and in-
terpreted or not. And while we cannot justify the
extreme measures to which he resorted, dooming them
to death, and their houses to destruction, we ¢an but
feel 8 hearty sympathy with him in his condemnation
of @ class of miserable impostors. The severity of hig
sentence was probably more owing to the customs of
those times, than to any malignity on the part of the
king. Yet it was'a bold and desperate step. Con-
sider who these were who thus incurred the wrath of
the king. They were numerqus, opulent, and influ-
ential gects. Moreover they were the learned and
cultivated classes of those times; yei the king was not
so wedded to his false religion as to spare it even with
all this influence in its favor. If the system was one
of fraud and imposition, it must fall, however high its

votaries might stand in numbers or posiﬁon, orhowever-
'many of them might be involved in its ruin,

: ; The king
would be no party to dishonesty or deception.

Verse 14. Then Danjel answered with counsel and
wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard,
which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon,
15. He answered and said to Arioch the king’s cap-
tain, Why is this decree so hasty from the king?
Then Arioch made the thing known to Danilel. 16.
Then Danigl went in, and desired of the king that he

would give him time, and that he should shew the
king the interpretation. 17. Then Daniel went to his
house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mish-
sel, and Azariah, his companions; 18; That they
would desire mercies of the God of Heaven concern-
ing this secret; that Daniel and his fellows ghould not
perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

In this narrative we see the providence of God
working in several remarkable particulars. 1. It
was providential that the dream of the king should
leave such s powerful impression upon him as to raise
him to the greatest hight of anxiety, and yet the thing
itgelf be held from his mind. This led to the complete
exposure of the false system of the magicians, &c; for
when put to the test to make known the dream, it was
found that they were unable to do what their profes-
gion made incumbent on them. 2, It was remark-
able that Daniel and his companions, so lately pro-
nounced by the king ten times better than all his ma-
giciang and astrologers, should not sooner have been
consulted, or rather should not have been consulied at
all, in this matter. But there was a providence in
this. Just ag the dream was held from the king, so he
was unaccountably held from appealing to Daniel for
a solution of his mystery. For had he called on Dan-
iel at the first, and had he at once made known the

| matter, the magicians would not have heen brought to

the test. But God would let the heathen systems of
the Chaldeans have the first chance. He would let
them try and ighominiously fail, and confess their ut-
ter incompetency, even under the penalty of death,
that they might be the better prepared to acknowledge
his hand when he should finally reach it down in be-
half of his captive servanis, and for the honor of his
own name. 3. It appears that the first intimation
Daniel had of the matter was the presence of the ex-
ecutors, come for his arrest. His own life being thus
at stake, he would be led to gseek the Lord with all his
heart till he should work for their deliverance. Dan-
iel gaing hig request of the king for time to consider the
matter; a privilege which prohably none of the magi-
cians could havesecured, asthe king had already accused
them of preparing lying' and corrupt words, and of
geeking to gain time for this very purpose. He at once
went to his three colﬁpanions and engaged them to unite
with him in desiring mercy of the God of Heaven con-
cerning this secret. Daniel could have prayed alone,
and would doubtless have been heard; but then, as
now, in the unien of God’'s people is prevailing power;
and the promise of the accomplishment of that which
is asked, is to the two or three who shall agree con-
cerning it.
(T be continued.)

THE LAKE OF FIRE.

YHALL there be a lake of fire in which the wicked
shall die the second death ? Such is the express tes-
timony of the Scriptures. Rev. xx, 14, 15; xxi, 8.
The fire shall descend from God out of Heaven upon
them, as in the cage of Sodom. Gen. xix; Luke xvii;
2 Pet. il Jude, '7; Rev. xx, 9. The elements shall
melt with fervent heat, till they become as a fiery
oven, a furnace of fire, a devouring fire, a lake of fire,
an unquenchable fire, where the wicked shall be con-
sumed, devoured, burned up root and branch, and
cease to live. 2 Pet. ili; Ps. xxi, 9; Mal. iv, 1; Matt.
xiii, 42, 60; Isa. xxxiii; Eze. xviii, 4, 20; Matt. iii,
12, Our earth shall burn. Ite terrible conflagration
shall furnigh a lake of fire adequate to the purpose of
inflicting vetribution upon the ungodly. It is to be
observed that in Peter, in Malachi, in John, in Daniel,
the future inheritance of the saints succeeds this
mighty conflagration, Thus in Malachi, the wicked,
having been burned up root and branch, are ashes
under the feet of the saints. This proves, 1. That the
fire after having donse its work, is to go out. 2. That
saints are to dwell just where the lake of fire has been.

So in Revelation. John desecribes the casting of
the wicked into the lake of fire, whick he says is the
gecond dea.th, t. e., this is the vesult of that devouring
fire; then the next sentence reads, ¢ And I saw a new
heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away.” So the new earth sue-~
ceeds the melting of this one. Daniel also hasthe fourth
beast burned, and then the kingdom under the whole
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heaven is given to the saints forever.
17, 18, 27, compared with Rev. xix, 20.

And Peter, describing the conflagration of the earth
that now is, makes the new heavens and new earth
arise from its ashes, just as the present arose from the
waters of the flood. The fire i3 a terrible reality, and
our earth is the place of the conflagration. Moses
tells us that the fire now burning in the earth, shall
eventuate in thig dread catastrophe. Deut. xxxii, 22.
The interior fires of earth and the fire from God out of
Heaven shall unite their forces, and melt our earth as
wax. Who of us shall have part in this devouring
fire?

Are the readers of the Ruview aware that a great
lake of fire hasg long formed part of one of the Sand-
wich Islands? A correspondent of the semi-weekly
N. Y. Tribune, of Dec. 11, 1868, gives the following
account of its present aspect. Read and ponder the
description given :

Honolulu, Oct. 24. 1t is not often that I have had
an opportunity to send you notes of my ramblings and
observations, as I promised; but the sailing of the new
steamer Montana, of Holliday’s subsidized line between
this port and San Francisco, gives me a chance to send
you o few items of news from the dominions of Kame-
hameha. :

The great crater of Kilauea is resting from its recent
labors. Itno longer furnishes burning lava to a red-
hot, burning river forty miles long and half a mile
wide, making thousands of acres of new dominion in
the gea for the Kanaka king; but the greai earth caul-
dron is still fearful to look upon, or to look down into.
Think of it! You stand on the brink of a pit, many
miles wide, that would swallow up your Park; and
Iooking down the lurid, red-ribbed walls, more than
1,000 feet, there is the lake of eternal fire, whose
smoke ascends forever. What is feeble man when he
stands on such a brink—when here is a pit of Gomor-
rah, that could boil up & nation of many millions of
evil-doers ?

Though the great voleano has been gome time at rest,
we have had, and have at this time, a smoke so dense,
shading our tropical sun, that we can look upon
him ag though all the fires of Kilauea, Mauna Los,
and Phlegethon, were ablaze. It is generally sup-
posed that we shall hear of some great voleanic out-
burst in mid-ocean, and that there is a mew land for
fruits and man dotting the Pacific.

Dan. vii, 11,

J. N. ANDREWS.

ROMANS III, 31.

“Do we then make void the law through faith?
God forbid; yea, we establish the law.”

The law here referred to by the apostle, is that by
which i the knowledge of sin. Verse 20. The in-
spired definition of sin is, ¢¢ The transgression of the
law.” 1Johniii, 4. Some quibble here, and say, ¢ This
does not tell us what Iaw it is that it is sin to trans~
gress. We would refer all such to what is said about
it by the apostle James, chap. ii, 8-12. We are in-
formed there that sin is the transgression of that law
which says, “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” and
«Thou shalt not kill.” It ig, therefore, the law of God
—the ten commandments, which Paul so emphatically
declares is not made void by faith in Christ. Faith
in the Saviour does not abolish the moral law.

But, on the other hand, Paul declares that by faith
in Christ ¢ we establish the law.” How can this be?
Simply a8 follows: God created the man Adam, and
placed him in the garden of Eden with a right to eve-
rything that was for bis own comfort and enjoyment.
He had also a right to the tree of life; but there was
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil which was,
by the command of the Lord, reserved. This tree was
to prove the man’s fidelity to his Maker. By obedi-
ence he would ever retain his right to the tree of life,
and live continually. To disobey would be to incur
the displeasure of his God, and fall under the sentence
of death. He did disobey, and immediately was de-
prived of his right to the tree of life. He wag driven’
from the garden of Bden under the sentence of death.
He must return to dust from whence he was taken,
and there is no way of escape. He had viclated his
Maker’s law.

Now in order to save man and restore him again to
a right to the tree of life, the Lord must do away with
hig law and let man live, or he must provide a means
to bring him up again from death. e could not be a

Jjust God and do away his law ; therefore this would be
impossible. Amnother way to save man mist be pro-
vided. The Son of God offers to become man’s Sav-
iour by being made a sacrifice for gin. The sacrifice
is accepted, the plan of salvation is laid, and the pr(;m-
ise is given. Hope revives in the heart of man as he
views, by faith, his Saviour suffering for the sing of the
whole world. By faithin Jesus, man can secure the par-
don of all his violations of the law of God. ¢ Neither is
there salvation in any other; for there is none other
name under Heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” Acts iv, 12. It is not by the doing
away of the law of God, therefore, that man obtains a
right to the tree of life, but by faith in Jesus hig Sav-
jour, and by obedience to the law. Jesus has said,
¢« Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” Rev. xxii, 12. Tt
ig thus, dear reader, that faith in Christ establishes
the law of God. By obedience to it, through faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, all may obtain eternal life.
I. D. Vax Horn.

REPORT FROM CALIFORNIA. "

SINCE our last report, which was written a week ago
to-day, it has rainmed almost constantly, so that we
have been able to hold only two meetings. But we
have improved our time in writing every day, and have
realized the blessing of the Lord in talking the truth.
Two more have decided to keep the Sabbath.

Yesterday, Sunday, we dwelt upon Bible Temper-
ance, and gave a closing discourse on the Invitations
of the Spirit, Bride, and the Church, as brought to
view in Rev. xxii, 17. We also established Sabbath
meetings, and arranged for a Bible Class and Sabbath
School. I think the little company here have reason
to be encouraged. If they are faithful, the Lord will
meet with them according to hig promige, and will add
to their numbers such as shall be saved.

Yesterday afternoon, after we had decided fo leave
to-day, whether with reference to this fact or other-
wise we will not here say, Eld. Miller, the regular
Methodist preacher on this cireuit, said that as there
had been some excitement on the Sabbath question of
late, he would speak in this place on the subject of the
Sabbath, showing that Sunday is the Christian Sab-
bath, in two weeks from that time, One, or both, of
us will try to attend, and see what the elder will have
to say. After this, we expect to enter amother new
field. We now intend to spend next Sabbath with the
brethren at Petaluma. D. T. BOURDEAU.

Windsor, Cal., Deec. 28, 1868.

MEETINGS IN MAINE.

Saseare and first-day, Jan. 2 and 3, T spent at
Norridgewock. The church there appears to be pros-
pering. As it was the time appointed for the ordinan-
ces, I thought best, on Sabbath morning, to speak on
church relations, which, I trust, was timely. Four
united with them. I enjoyed the meeting well, but
was worn by previous labor, so that I did not feel able
to speak with all the energy I desired. But it was re-
freshing to know that I was among friends who sym-
pathized with me, and who were willing to aid me with
their prayers. '

Monday, the 14th, I went to Athens. When I was
there in November, I visited Sr. Weleh, *‘a widow in-
deed,” who has struggled for years to support herself
and children, all of whom she has trained up devoted
Christians. I felt deeply interested in her case, and
presented it to the meeting at Norridgewock, with es-
pecial reference to her youngest boy, a lad of 14, for
whom I thought a home should be found among the
brethren, for his own benefit, and for the relief of his
mother. Taking with me the evidence of the benevo-
lent feelings of the church, I went and brought away
her son, on only an hour’s notice.

Benny Welch, though 14 years of age, is very small
of stature, but his mind has matured fast emough to
make up for the lack of growth of his body. If his
education is rightly cared for, he may soon be made
useful, I have no doubt. He is now with Bro. Warren

Clark, at Kendall’s Mills. May the Lord direct us in
our duty to the widow and the fatherless.

Last Sabbath and first-day I spent with the church
in Topsham and Brunswick. It was a real privilege
to me to meet with them, but I think it is an error to
have so much preaching on such occasions. As the
bills were posted, I thought it best to conform to the
arrangement, and spoke on Sabbath evening, and three
times each day beside. I had some misgivings as to
the result, but felt no injury from the labor. All
seemed to enjoy and prize the preaching, but it left no
oppurtunity for visiting or for social meetings. This
is'not the way to bnild up the cause in the church.
On Sunday evening I had special freedom in present-
ing the present truth, and a solemnity seemed to rest
on all present; but I think the effect would have been
far better if all had been prompt to add their testimony
to the word spoken.

I am glad that the resident preachers in Maine be-
gin to realize that ours is a missionary work, and to
feel the necessity of going out into new fields. I hope
they may hold on with patience till they see the fruit
of their labor. We expect soon to commence meetings
in another place ; just where, we have not yet decided.
We still request the prayers of all.

J. H. WagdoNgRr.
Richmond, Me., Jan. 12, 1869.

REPORT FROM BRO. COTTRELL.

I am in a new field. Have had meetings each even~
ing for the past week in Nashville, Chatauqua Co.,
N. Y. The Baptists opened their house of worship for
us, and their minister gave notice of our meetings to
his congregation, and recommended to them to come
out and hear.

Soon after the commencement of our meetings,
word came that the members of the Methedist society
at Cottage (otherwise called Slab City, and West Day-
ton), desired me to come there and give a course of
Iectures, offering us the use of their house, and also
to warm and light it at their own expense. I am to
begin there Sunday evening, Jan. 10. It is nearly
four miles from Nashville. I design to alternate be-
tween the two places, a week at a time in each, till
the truth is fairly set before them.

The interest has been good the past week. It has
been thawy and is becoming muddy; yet we have had
good congregations of attentive hearers. Will each
one of God’s Israel who reads these lines, offer up one
fervent petition, at least, that God will work for the
salvation of souls in this vicinity ? )

R. F. CorTRELL.

REPORT PROM BRO. LAWRENCE.

My last report was from home, Dec. 2, where I re-
mained until the 14th, when my wife had so far recov-
ered from her sickness that I ventured to leave, and
return to Fulton. The next day, circulated an ap-
pointment for the evening. There were but a few out.
The attendance wag small through the week., The in-
terest manifested when T left, was broken off, and it
seemed impossible to regain it. The church members,
with a very few exceptions, did not attend; and some
of them were very busy in circulating falsehoods about
us, speaking evil of things which they understood not.
Then came on the excitement of the holidays.

I continued until Sunday evening, Jan. 3. 1 spent
five weeks, gave thirty-five lectures, and left sixteen
keeping the Sabbath. They have Sabbath meetings,
a Sabbath School, and Bible Clase. They are sur-
rounded by a proud, popular Christianity. M.y the
Lord bless them with his grace, and enable them to
overcome those influences, their passions and appetites,
and really put on the Lord Jesus, not being conformed
to this world, but transformed, that they may prove
what is that good, and perfect, and acceptable will of
the Lord. R. J. LAwWRENOE,

LABORS IN MINNESQOTA,

UwpEr a deep conviction of duty, and in keeping
with the advice of the Conference, I have made ar-
rangements to employ myself to the extent of my fee-
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ble abilities with-laboring in tHe cause. In the open-
ing providence of God, and witb considerable effort
and sacrifice on my part, I have made business ar-
rangements and changes so as {o free myself Irom
cares and perplexities that have bound me down to
tbe world, bringing many dark hours of self-reproach
and sadness, and hedging up the way against labor-
ing in the cause.

The business of selling out, marketing érops, and
change of location, prevented me from sttending the
fall series of Quarterly Meetings with Bro. Pierce, a
course of -instruction and -preparation-I would most
gladly have enjoyed. Home affairs were 80 arranged
ag to give me opportunity to atténd the meeting witb
the little frontier band at Jo Daviess, Blue Earth Co.
Here we were glad to meet Brn. Pierce and Grant.
We found a protracted meeting in progress under the
management .of four ministers, and as our brethren
were young in tbe cause, it had been given out with a
degree of assurance that they would be jostled from
the track, and turned over to the F. W, Baptists.

The ministers, however, kindly gave way for us to
occupy the school-house on Sabbath and first-day fore-
noon, but were in attendance to take notes, ask ques-
tions, &e.

As the subject of the law of God and the Sabbatb’

question was presented, these professed teachers of the
word of God manifested a spirit of contention, contra-
dicting Bro. Pierce in such a manner as to expose the
unreasonable position of the opposer to all the listen-
érs. One, in & hasty manner, threw out an offer to dis-
cugs with us; but when we called him up to the point,
and-stated that whilst we were opposed to going about
for the express purpose of waging battle, in contention
and debate, we should never rvetreat from the field
when challenged, be drew back and did not wish to’
be understood as desiring to discuss with us at all,
After the meeting on first-day, Brn. Pierce and
Grant started on their return homeward, and I re-
‘mained to hold some further meetings with the breth-
ren, vigit some in adjoining places, and afterward go

on to Parhassen, Martin Co., to -hold aseries of meet-

ings. In oarrying out this plan, five meetings were
held at Jo Daviess. At the last the ordinanees were
_‘celebrated, and four united with tbe church. All
stand firmer than before. This last meeting was a
time long to be remembered. I have visited and tried
to encourage scattered brethren, and am now at Tar-
hassen. Have given four discourses with -good inter-
est, 'If Bro. Ingraham returns to this State ‘soon, can
he not come up this way ? F. W. Mogsk.

DID IT REQUIRE LOVE TO FULFILL THE
TEN COMMANDMENTS ?

To those wbo love the law of God it seems strange
that any one should say tbat there is no love in the
ten commandments; yet this is asserted by those who
would have tbe law abolished. I have beard minis-
ters say that a man might keep all the ten command-
ments and yet neither love God nor bis neighber.
Some go furtber, and declare that a man might have
hatred, adultery, &o., in hig heart, and yet not break
the ten commandments under the old covenant.
"Proof of this is supposed to be found in Christ’s lan-
guage in Matt. v, 27, 28, «“Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery; but I'say unto you tbat whosdever looketh on a
woman to lust after ber, hath committed adultery
‘'with her already in his heart.”” Here, tbey say, in
Christ’s new law, to have adultery, or murder, or theft,
in the heart, is breaking the law ; but before that, tbe act
must be astually committed in order to break'the law.
Hence, the law did not reach to ‘tbe thoughts and to
the intentg of the beart, it only required a strict out-
ward obedience. Then I reply that under the old cov-
enant,'men oould have adultery, theft, and murder, in
tbeir hearts, and there was no law to condemn it, and
if they did not outwardly break the law, they could not
be condemned ; hence, God must take them to Heaven
with murder, adultery, &ec., in their hearts! The
mere statement of the case is enough to condemn it.
This would make God unjust; for he would daun a
man in this: dispensation for the very thing that he
would allow in the old. Thus men, in trying to gét

rid of that old yoke of bondage, as tbey call the law,
have only bound more heavy burdens upon them-
selves by the gospel |

We do net tbink that Jesus added anything to the
commandments, or made them extend any further than
they did before, but simply explained what their real
intent-and meaning was and always had been. As ev-

idence of ‘this, we refer to tbe prophecy concerning

‘whathe would do to the law, found in Isa. 'xlii, 21:
«He will magnify the law, and make it honorable.”
To magnify a thing is not to abolish it, but to make it
appear larger than it did before; not because it is
larger, but because we see it more plainly. This is
what Christ was to do to the law, and what he did re-
alty do—he showed how exceeding broad the com-
mandmeénts were, even extending to the thoughts and
intents of the beart,

But I'will now offer proof that tbe ten command-
ments did require love to fulfill tbem, and that they
could be broken by simply cherisbing wrong desires
in the hedrt, witbout any open transgression. The
second commandment requires love to Gtod, and threat-
ens those who hate him: ¢ For I the Lord thy God am

| & jealous Gtod, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon

the children unto the third and fourth generation of
them that kate me; and showing mercy unto thousands
of thém that love me, and keep my commandmeénts.”
Ex.'xx, 5,6, With this language before them, it is
hard te imagine how men can say that the command-
ments do not teacb love to God. In Deut. vi, 5, we
read: ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
hesrt, and ‘with all thy soul, and with ‘all thy might,”

‘and in Lev. xix, 18, < Thou shalt love thy neighbor as

thyself.”” After quoting these two commandments,
Jesus says, ‘“On these two commandments hang all
the law and tbe prophets.”” Matt, xxii, 40. He did
not give these two commandments himself, and say
that his new law hung on them, but be quoted them
from the old law, and then stated a fact, which had al-

ways been & fact, that all the law and tbe prophets,
When was.

hung on thege two great commandments,
the law bungithere? When God first gave that law.
Look a moment: The first one of these two great com-

‘mandments requires supreme love to God; on this the

first-four of the ten commandments all hang. If we
love God, we cannot have other geods, nor can we
make, ‘and bow down to, images; nor can we take
God’s name in vain; neitber can we break his-Sab-
bdth. Hence tbese four commandments are based
upon tbe piinciple of love to God, and require us to
love God in order to keep them.

The second of the two great commandments re-
quires equal love to our neighbor. If we love our
neighbor, we cannot kill him, nor bear false witness
against him, nor steal from him, &c¢. Hence these six
commandments are built upon the principle of love to
our neighbor, and require us to love him in ‘order to
fulfill them. This fact Paul has stated in very clear
terms. ¢‘Owe no man anything, but to love one an-
other; for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the
law.” Whatlaw, Paul? Ans. ¢ For this, Thou shalt
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not
steal, Thou ghalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt

‘not ¢ovét 3 and if there be any other commandment, it

is briefly comprebended in this seying, namely, Thou
shalt love thy néighbor as thyself. Love worketh no
ill to his neigbbor; THEREFORE LOVE 18 THE FULFILL-
ING oF THE naw.” Rom. xiii, 8-10. This is a good
testimony, and to the point. He quotes five of the ten
commandments, showing beyond a doubt what law he
refers to; then be sums up by saying tbat ¢love is the
fulfilling of the law.”” Yet men who -profess to be

Christians have the presumption to affirm that there
never wag any love required by the ten command-

ments! John agrees with Paul; for be says, ‘ This is
the love of God that we keep his commandments.” 1
John v, 8. These testimonies I think are sufficient to
settle ‘the fact that it did require love to fulfill the
commsandments,

Now it will be in order for us to inquire whetber the
ten commandments reached to the thoughtsand intents
of the heart. A man must be willingly ignorant who
thinks they did not. What does tbe last command-
ment say? ¢ Thoun shalt not covet thy neighbor’s

-] very tempestuous round about him.

house, thou gbalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife,” &ec.
Is it not a mental act, an evil desire of the heart slone,
whbich breaks this commandment? This fact alone is
enough to settle this point. But, as I have sbown
above, it requires love to fulfill the law ; hence it follows
that the law did reach to the secret feelings and emo-
tions of the heart. Again, the wise man says, < ZT%e
thought of foolishness is sin.”” Prov. xxiv, 9. Sinisthe
transgression of the law. 1 John iii, 4. Here, again,
the law is shown to reach to the thougbts. The Psalm-
ist intimates tbe same thing when he says, I hate
vain thoughts; but thy law do I love.” Ps. cxix, 113.
The same truth is shown by the fact that the law of
God was in the kearts of the righteous. Ps. xi, 8; Isa.
L, 7.

But Paul sets this matter at rest when he says,
“«“For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am car-
nal, 8old under sin.” Rom. vii, 14. This is the law
of ten commandments, for he calls it the law of God,
verse 22, and quotes the last commandment. Verse 7.
That which -ig spiritual must reach beyond a mere
outward form, even to'the thoughts and desires of the
mind. But, as if to put it beyond all doubt, he says,
‘Because the carnal mind is enmity against God, for
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be.”” Chap. viii, 7. So then the law of God reaches
to the carnal mind and condemns it. Did not the car-
nal mind exist before tbe coming of Christ? Most as-
suredly. And it was no more subject to the law of
God then than noew, Christ himself hagshown that the
commandments reach to the evil thoughts and desires
of the mind. He said that whoever was angry with
his brother without a cause had broken the sixth com-
mandwment. So of the seventh. Matt. v, 21-28.

‘What answer tben shall we return to the question,
Did it require love to fulfill the ten commandments?
Judge ye. D. M. CaxrIGHT.

Richkmond, Me., Jan. 4, 1869,

gren

VOWING AND PAYING.

“BrrTER not to vow, than to vow, and not pay.” -
How many who read these lines have vowed, and not
paid? How many promised at the last prayer-meeting
to be more diligent, watchful, prayerful, careful of
their conversation, &c., &c., and that of their own ac-
cord? Have you done ag you promised ? How many
while in adverse circumstances have vowed that if God
would spare, they would be more faithful! Have you
paid those vows? How many while sitting and listen-
ing to'some soul-stirring discourse, have decided that
they would be Christiang! Did you become such?
How many have decided that they would keep Ged’s
holy Sabbatb better! Have you done it? How many

have decided that they would be more faithful to their |

children ; but have they done as they ought in this
direction? Kind reader, these questions apply to you.

‘Answer them as you will some day wish you had, not
by word only, but in deed and in truth. Be decided.

Make up your mind that you will, and then do it.
Now I will ask another question, and tbe reader may
Jjudge to whom it applies. I wish to know sometbing
about 8. B. How many are very much bebind in their
vows in this respect? And again, bow many have
vowed upon a vow, that is, have promised themselves
(and the Lord heard them) that as soon as they received
pay for tbis or that job of work, or got their tbreshing
done, or their grain marketed, the very first money
tbey got, they would pay their tithe to tbe Lord.
Have you-dene it? or have you paid Csmsar first?
God wants a people who will not only vow, but vow
and pay. Oh! listen to the words of the prophet,
“ Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, tbat there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here-
with, saith the Lord of bosts, if I will not open you
the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there sball not be room enough to receive it.”
Mal, iii, 10. ¢ OQur God sball come, and shall not keep
silence; a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be
He shall call to -
the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may
judge his pevple. Gatber my saints together unto
me, those that have made a covenant with me by sac-
rifice, and the heavens shall declare bis rigbteousness;
for God is judge himself.” Ps. 1, 3-6.
Hexzry F. Pranups.
Pine Island, Minn. ‘
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‘WHAT 18 WEALTH?

Weanrn is something more than gold,
More than luxury and ease;
Treasures never to be told,
May be found apart from these.
Men who great possessions own,
May be needy none the less;
They are rich, and they alone,
V\{ho have stores of nobleness.

Palaces are dreary domes;
Fair demesnes, but deserts wild;
If there be not happy homes,
Gentle thoughts, and manners mild,
Trust me, though his lot be small,
And be makes but slight pretense,
He who lives in peace with all,
. Dwells in true magnificence,

If you’d prove of noble birth,
Oh! veware of judgments rash;
Scorn to measure human worth
By the sordid rule of cash,
Gold and silver may depart,
Proudest dynasties may fall;
Hr WHO HAS THE TRUEST HEART
Is THE RICHEST OF US ALL.
—Haorper's Weekly.

Gonference Depaviment,

Exhorting one another, and 8o mach the more ns ye see¢ the day.
appronching, ¥eb. x, R5,

This Department is designed to fill the same place in the paper
that the Conference or Social Meeting doos in the worship of God.
Speak often one to another to comfort, edify and aid each other in the
way of holiness and true Christian experience. .

From Bro. Gatchel.

Dear BRoTHREN AND Sisters: I feel unworthy to
say anything through the columns of the Review ; but
as my heart bas often been obeered and comforted by
your testimonies, I feel willing to bear some humble
part in trying to be a source of comfort and consola-
tion to others; and if I ean say anything to cheer the
lonely, or add a word of consolation for the sick and
afflicted, or the sorrowing ones, or such as are cast
down through manifold temptations, or feel unworthy
to be numbered with the people of God, I shall be
fully rewarded for my fesble efforts.

I have often felt if I could compose as others can, it
would be & pleasure to me to write; but I have this to
encourage me: Twas the broken breadthat fed the mul-
titude. How often have the tears welled up in my eyes
when I have beard the young convert speak for tbe
first time. Though his language might be feeble and
broken, yet it would touch a well-spring in my heart
that would cause the waters to gush forth.

I bave often wept during my pilgrimage; sometimes
for joy, and sometimes through sorrow of heart.
Many times I bave wet my couch with tears when 1
have had a view of the low estate of Zion, and thpughf
how the law of God has been trampled upon with im-
punity..

Ofttimes I feel unworthy to be numbered with the
people of God when I see my own frailty and liability
to err, and that there is no good thing about me to
recommend me to his favor. At such times, this
heart-cheering promise has been held up to my view:
«I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”
Isa. xliii, 25.

1 have suffered much from bodily infirmities, and
have passed through many trials, and been sorely af-
flicted for many years, and still I am an invalid, af-
flicted with pain and disease, and though I may still
have to suffer, I have these words to comfort me: ¢ Be-
hold, I have refined tbee, but not with silver; 1 bave
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.” Isa. xlviii,
10. Oh! may the refining process go on until hig im-
age i8 fully reflected inme; and.if our light afflictions,
which are but for a moment, only. work out for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, how
happy we shall be. .

Our aflictions are truly light compared with some
in ancient times, ¢ Take, my brethren, the prophets
who have spoken in the name of the Lord for an exam-
ple of suffering affliction and of patience. Behold, we
count them happy whicb endure. Ye have heard of
the putience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord,
that- the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.”
James v, 10, 11. Then let us learn this lesson: To be
patient in tribulation, and let patience possess our
soulg, and let it have its perfect work. Job passed
through more than is common to tbe lot of man; yet
1t is said of bim, In all this, Job sinned not, nor
charged God foolishly. .

What infinite goodness that God should bestow upon

a fallen race such & legacy as his precious word to
guide our feet into his testimonies, and to encourage
us in every situation in life to trust in him! What
encouragement we bave to run. with patience the rage
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith.

A few days since, 28 I was reading some remarks on.
the book of Psalms from the pen of Bro. Waggoner, it
touched a cord.in my heart that made. him. séem. very,

'near to me. Tbough I have never seen him, yet I was
‘led to exclaim, May the Lord bless and sustain him in
all his labors of love. Wlile I was reading this sen-
tence, ¢ First I was led to wonder that my own feelings
and experience  imn sorrow were so_well described
therein,” I could rejoice that the experience of Cbrig-
tians is so similar that when they expressed the deal-
ings of God with them, it would  unite their hearts, in
tbe honds of love, though they may never have seen
each other. May we all 80 act our. part that we may
prove a blessing to one another.

The book of Psalms bas been a source of consolation
to me for many years; and in whatever condition we
may be placed, we may find comfort from that book.
When the wicked who have their portion in this life,
oppose, we can look up and say, < As for me, I shall
bebold thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied
when I awake in thy likeness.” Ps. xvii,15. And if
we have done wrong, and: have offended our Maker,
and feel that he is angry with us, then these words
are sweet to ug: ¢‘For hig anger endureth but a mo-
ment; in his favor is life. Weeping: may endure for
a night; but joy cometh in the morning.” Ps.
XXX, b.

The Psalms have words of hope and comfort for us,
1. Wbenin trouble: ¢ The righteous cry. and the Lord
heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.”’
xxxiv, 17.

2. In affliction: ¢ Many are the afflictions of the
righteous; but tbe Lord delivereth him out of them
all. Ps. xxxiv, 19.

3. When sick: ¢ The Lord will strengthen him upon
the hed of languishing. Thou wilt make all his bed in
bis sickness.” Ps. xli, 3.

4. When we are weak: “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in time of trouble.” Ps.
xlvi, 1

5. When grief and sorrow weigh heavily upon us:
««(Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain
thee.”” Ps. lv, 22.

6. When the enemy presses upon us, and fear ig on
every side: «“What time I am afraid, I will trust in
thee.”” Ps. lvi, 3,

7. Wben we are brought into a strait place, and our
way seems to be hedged up, and we know not which
way to move for fear we shall go wrong: ‘Commit,
thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he
shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy
righteousness as the light, snd tby judgment as the
noonday.” Ps. xxxvii, 5, 6.

8, In darkness: ¢ Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” Ps. cxix, 105, )

9. In every situation of life, whether in sickness o
health, poverty or wealtb, if we live near the Lord
his word will be sweet unto us, and we can say in
truth, ¢ Thy word is very pure; therefore thy servant
loveth it.” ~ Ps, cxix, 140.

10. When we feel that we are drawing nigh unto
death, and soon must be laid in the narrow confineg of
tbe tomb, then in the triumphs of faith we may say,
«But God will redeem my soul from.the power of the
grave; for he shall receive me.”” Ps. xlix, 15.

Oh! may I be cleansed from every unholy thing,
tbhat the love of God may abound in my heart, and1 be
enabled by his grace to keep all his commandments,
and the faith of Jesus, that Jesus may be glorified in
my salvation, and I be his when he comes to make up
his jewels. W. GarcHEL.

Cumbertand Co., Me.

From Bro. Hoag.

DEAR BreTHREN AND Sisrems: I feel thankful to-
day that the Lord ever sbowed me the light of present
truth, and by his grace assisting me I am trying to
live it out and be a vessel unto honor fit for our Mas-
ter’s use.

The church here, Sabbath and first-day, Dec. 19 and
20, had 2 good meeting. Through the efforts of Brn.
Harvey and Styles, the brethren and sisters from La-
porte, South Bend, and Mishawaka were present, and
1 trust we all felt the blessing. Those that came felt
that it was good to be there. In the evening we at-
tended to the ordinances of the Lord’s house, and we
showed our love to him by following the example he
set for us. Jobn xiii. I thought of the time wben he
gaid, “If I then, your Lord and Master, have wagbed
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”” If
ye know these tbings, happy are ye if ye do them, I
believe tbose tbat came here felt to take courage, and
to go onin the good way. Six united with tbis church,
Thbe Lord was with us, and in our several places of
residence may be still be with us, is my prayer.

R. Hoag.

North Liberty, Ind.

From Bro. Lamson.

Bro. Smite: With your permission, I would like to
aceupy a little space in the Ruview, in confessing the
wrongs of my life in the past.

By reproof that has been given me, I have been led
to examine my heart more closely than I should have
done had no testimony been given. I have tc confess
to my brethren and sisters and the world, that in my
Christian experience I have come far short of living
up to the profession that I have made.

For-about twenty-one years I have been looking for
the coming of the Lord, and about sixteen years of the
time have been a believer in the third angel’s message,
professing to keep the commandments of God. My
life has not corresponded with my profession; I have
failed to keep the two great precepts of the law.
Love to God bas been crowded out of my heart by the
love of the world; and the love of the world has led
me to deal in an unchristian, selfish manner; and the
cause of God has suffered reproach by my wrong
eourse. )

T ask forgiveness of my brethren and sisters, and all
that have been injured by me, and I pray God to for-
give mo, and help me in the future to live up to the
golden rule as taught by our Saviour: ¢ Whatsoever
ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even go
to tbem.” I pray him to help me to spend the rest of
my life in his service, and be prepaved to stand in the
Judgment. )

“Yet does one short, preparing hour—
One precious hour—remain.”

I want to improve it by divesting myself of wrongs,
that I may have a clean record in the day of Judg-
ment, and stand acquitted at the bar of God.

From your unwortby brother. J. B. Lamson.

Rochester, N, Y.

From Sr. Reynoldé.

I wisH to say to my dear brethren who are com-
mandment-keepers, that having been comforted by the
testimonies of many, I would again add mine. I
deeply feel the solemnities of the present time. I see,
or think I see, by gospel light, & world increasing in
wickedness of every description to & fearful degree.
Even Christendom (speaking safter the manner of
men,) is going mad with folly. To me it looks more
like blaspbemy. Tbey make a Babel of the house of
God, filling it with buyers and sellers, starving the
dear lambs of the flock. How long, O Lord, shall
these things continue to increase ?

It is a little more than two years since I became ac-
%Jainted with this people, and hut a short time since I
Fentified myself with them, feeling that they bad the

truth, and were ihe people I had been some years.
looking for. To believe the truth and live it, is all
that is necessary to secure to us that inheritance which
is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.

Dear brethren, how many of us have our lamps
trimmed and burning, with oil in our vessels with our
lamps? How many of us bave erucified the flesh with
the affections and lusta? Under the light of present
truth how do our cases stand to-day? Are our affec-
tions clinging to this earth? Are we yielding our
members a8 instruments of unrigbteousness? or are
we, with singleness of eye, orucifying the flesh with
the affections and lusts, preparing for the soon coming
of the Bridegroom. That the Sun of righteousness
may arise in all our hearts, to heal our backslidings,
fill us with the spirit of watchfulness and humility ;
that we may deny ourselves, all ungodliness, and ev-
ery worldly lust; gird on the whole armor that we
may go forth to meet tbe Lord at his coming, is the
prayer of your unworthy sister.

I. M. Re¥NoLps,

Sturgis, Mich.

Sr. L. Seexcer writes from Houghton: I feel to
thbank those who have sent me Life Incidents and the
Health. Reformer. 1 have just finished reading Life
Incidents, and have greatly feasted on it, It is just
the light I have wanted on the great truths of God’s
word, and it has opened my understanding in the
Scriptures. I feel truly thankful for the light 1 have
received, and bope I shall have grace and strength so
to profit by it, that when the Lifegiver comes I may
be ready to meet him.

Dip Cbrist die, and shall sin live? Was he crucified
to the world, and shall our affections to the world be
quick and lively? Oh! where is thespirit of Him who
by the cross of Christ was crucified to the world, and
the world to him ?
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THE TWELFTH APOSTLE.

“Wno was the twelfth apostle, Matthias or Paul ?
Pleage answer through the RevIigw, as there 13 a dif-
ference of opinion on the point.”

Angwer. We think Matthias was taken to fill the
place of Judas, and make good the number of twelve
aposties which Christ had atfirst ordained. Matthias,
says the record, ¢ was numbered with the eleven.”
There were more than twelve apostles in the first age
of the church, though the twelve were pre-eminently
such. It was an essential feature of their apostleship
that they should have been personally acquainted with
the Lord, and with the events of his ministry. Hence

+when they designated two men, one of whom should
he chosen to fill the place of Judas, they were partic-
“ala¥ to state in their behalf that they had companied
with them, all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among them, beginning from the baptism of
John unto that same day that he was taken up from
them ; and that such persons were the proper ones to
be chosen to be witnesses of his resurrection. Acts i,
21, 22. And Paul afterward scems to base his claim
of equality with the twelve on the fact that he had
also seen the Lord, in addition to being sent to preach
the gospel. ¢ Last of all,”” he says, ¢ he was seen of
me also, as of one born out of due time.”” 1 Cor. xv,
8, referring to his miraculous vision of Christ on the
way to Damascus. Again he says, Am I not an apos-
tle? . . Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?
But there were other apostles still ; Barnabas was one.
Actg xiv, 14. Titus and other brethren, were called
messengers (Greek, apostles). 2 Cor. viii, 22, 23. The
same is true also of Epaphroditus. Phil. ii, 25.

Spirrruan Girrs.—There are a very few full sets of
the four volumes of this work for sale at the Review
Office. There are more than one hundred of volumes
two, three, and four, and nearly three hundred of vol-
umes three and four. We earnestly recommend them
to those who have them not, and .ask such to send for
them whether they have money to send for them or
not. Send for these books if you wish to read them.
Those who have them, and prize them, will please ob-
tain them for the destitute. Send your orders with
or without pay. In all cases send postage, which 13
8 cents a volume. James WHITE.

Few Savep.—This excellent Tract, written by Eld.
D. T. Taylor, noticed a few weeks since by the editor
of the Review, can be had at the Review Office.
post-paid, 15 cents.

Price,
James WHITE.

B@E= While the duty of reporting is enjoined upon
ministers, I wish that there could be awakened a gen-
eral interest in regard to the duty of writing to the
letter department. For all that we could learn from
the REviEw, we might think there were no believers
in many important fields. Ii is a8 encouraging to the
ministers who have labored with churches to learn of
their progress and interest, as it is to the churches to
hear of the minister’s labors. Do they ever think of
thig? Shall we not all strive to build up eack other?

J. H.W.

BE&S™ Some imagine they have a call to preach, yet
no one heeds their preaching or are willing to hear it.
But as in all God’s works and ways there is adapta-
tion, I conclude that if he eall one to preach, he will

“call others to hear him. R. ¥. C.

Jusus hath now many lovers of his heavenly king-
dom, but few bearers of hiscross. All desire to rejoice
with him, few are willing to endure anything for him.
Many follow Jesus unto the breaking of bread, but few
to the drinking of the eup of his passion. Many rev~
erence his miracles, few follow the ignominy of his
€ross.

THE MAJERTY OF GOD,

Tar Almighty from Teman came forth in his might;
Then earth and the heavens shone radiant and brigilt;
All nature responsive, the earth and the air,
Resounded his praise, for his glory was there.

He measured the earth with a glance of his eye,

He thundered, and lightnings lit up the dark sky;
He spoke, and the nafions asunder were driven,
Beheld, and the mountains in fragments were riven,

And as he came down in the strength of his might,
He covered himself with a garment of light;

And, lo! in his hands was the hiding of power,
While from his feet there went coalsto devour.

Then trembled the mountains, the waters passed by,
The deep uttered his voice and lifted on high,

The sun and the moon in the heavens stood still

At the light of his arrows, they went at his will,

To lEunish the heathen, he marched through the land,

And brought forth his people with the strength of his hand,
And, lo! with his horses he rode through the sea;

And T trembled in view of his high majesty.

I trembled within me, that I might but rest

When Thou all the wicked of earth shalt molest;
And although the fig tree shall quite fade away,

And no fruit on the vines shall be found in that day;

The flock all cut off from the fold and the stall ;
Yet still on the God of my strength I will call.
May we, like the prophet, on his'arm rely,
And ever remember our strength is on high,

BOOXS.

Tar recent work entitled Life Incidents, by Bro.
White, is an important work; as it shows conclusively
the connection between' the first, second, and third
messages, of Rev. xiv, more clearly than any other
book yet published. Itisalsoimportant, as it sets the
work of Eld. Wm, Miller (to whom such rank injus-
tice has been done) in its true light. Such a work as
this, vindicating the work and character of this man
of God, is not merely a deed of justice done to Eld.
Wm. Miller, but it is called for, as an act of justice
and equity done to the cause of truth and its author.

Such a work ag this, written in familiar and unvar-
nished style, yet chaste and elegant, and of thrilling
interest, it being mingled with incidents in the life of
the author, marks an era in the history of the third
message of no small importance; and we believe that
an impetus will be given to this work not heretofore
felt.

The tracts, Law and Gospel, and God’s Memorial,
have already been the means of the conversion and
confirmation of many. Brethren, let us secatter these

l,works far and wide in the world around, so that all

| may be instrueted.

The tract, Sign of the Day of God, is well caleulated
for general circulation everywhere, especially when
traveling on the cars, or by other means.

Jos. Crarks.

« If He Gather unto Himgelf his Spirit and
his Breath.”’

Two passages from the words in the book of Job are
worthy of comparison and of thought. They are the
following: Job xxxiii, 4, ¢ The Spirit of God hath made
me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me
life.” Job xxxiv, 14, 156: «If he set his heart upon
man, if he gather unto himself his spirit and his
breath; all flesh shall perish together, and man ghall
turn again unto dust.”

Here is the building and the unbuilding of ‘man.
The man is formed of dust. The breath of the Al-
mighty gave to him nire.  The Lord gathers to him-
self his spirit and his breath. The man ceases to live,
and turns again to the dust out of which he was
formed. J. N. ANDRrEWS.

Honp on to the truth, for it will serve you well, and
do good throughout eternity.

pprintments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Provinence %ermitting, I will meet with the church at
Convis, Sabbath, Jan. 30, Should the outside interest de-

mand, will remain over firsi-day, and will gpeak upon the
prophecies, &c. m. C. Gace,

)
QuarrerLy Meetings in Minnesota. Feb, 6 and?, 1869, at
Pleasant Grove ; 13 and 14, at Greenwood Prdirie; 20 and
21, at Pine Island; 27 and 28, at Deerfield; March 6 and 7,
at Jo Daviess; 18 and 14, Brush Creek; 20 and 21, at Rice-
land. Meetings to commence half-past 10, a. n. Let all
come with a determination to prepare for the solemn Judg-
ment, StepEEN PIERCE.

Ter next Quarterly Meeting for the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists of Albany, Wis., will be held, Jan. 30 and 81, 1869.
Eld. T. M. Steward will be here. Meetings will begin with
the commencement of the S8abbath, Brethren and sisters
are expected from the Monroe, Avon, Rockton, Little Prai-
rie, and Johnstown churches.” Those coming from a dis-
tance should be here on Friday in time to have themselves
and their teams cared for before the Sabbath. :

Brethren, leave your cares at home for four days.

G. L. HoLIDAY.

e —

Tur next Quarterly Meeting of the churches in Gratiot
Co., Mich., will be held at Tthaca, Feh. 6 and 7. Let there
be a general turn out. The brethren and sisters of Fulton
are invited to attend. We should be glad to have the la-
bors of some one of the preaching brethren at this meeting.

S. E. SUTHERLAND,
Lthace, Mich.

————

Tas Monthly Meeting for Western New York, will be
held with the Parma church, the second Sabbath and first
day in Feb. J. N. ANDREWS.

BUSINESS AND PERSONAIL,

A limited space will be given under this head for Business Notices from
the brethren, at 20 cents per line for each insertion, Parties must give
goed reference as to their standing and responsibility.

A AN AN AN AN AN AN NAA A AN A AA AL A A

House rorR Sane.—I have a good house and lot in the
town of North Liberty, Ind., that I will sell cheap to some
brother who wishes a good home and privileges of meet-
ings. Address JP,\con usoN,

Narth Liberty, St. Joseph Co., Ind.

Business Depaviment,

Not Slothful in Business. Rom, xii, 11.
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