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THE INVITATION. .

On! come to the feast, y¢ who hunger,
The banquet the Lord did prepare:
His table is spread with rich ];olessings,

Which all are invited to share.

The Spirit, in mercy, invites you,
Why will you not listen and come?
Like the pillar of fire in the darkuess,

It guides to the heavenly home.

The bride, with her glorigus adorning,
Her gates so resplendent and fair,
For her marriage with Josus arrayed,

With the Spirit, invites to be there,

And there life’s sweet, flowing river,
The tree of life fragrant and green,
Unite with their charms to allure thee,
Where blight and decay are ne'er seen.

Our Father the fulluess provided;
All classes, all ages, may share,

Of the food that iz spread on his table,
For there is enough, and to spare.

Ye scattered and lonely, why linger?
Oh! come now-—no longer delay;

It on}y grows dark while ye tarry;
Defer not, oh! listen to-day.

Oh! heed now the kind invitation,
In mercy extended to thee;

Oh! hasten and make preparation,
The King in his beauty to see.

Oh! come now to life’s crystal fountain,
Be faithful, obedient and true;
Then when the rareMewels are gathered,
Those pearly gates open for you. )
N. Ozrcvurr,
Bordoville, V.

The Sermon,

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom,

PREACH THE WORD. 2 Tim,iv,2.

¥
OONVERSION.

BY ELD. ALBERT STONE.

Texr.—Jer. iv, 8, * For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah
u;;d Je,t;usalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among
thorns.

Tuis text enjoing the duty, and illustrates the nature
of conversion or sanclification. This i & subject of
vital importance, and is too little understood by most
Christians, Theve is a tendency to make religion a
superficial thing, to build hopes for eternity on asandy
foundation, to seck the remedy without a knowledge
of the nature and extent of the disease, to expect a
harvest from seed sown upet uncultivated unsubdued
soil. )

First, there must be a preparation of heart to receive
the gospel.

The farmer does not sow his grain in the uncleared
forest. Much painful labor and expense is necessary
to clear away the natural growth of timber, root out
noxious weeds that would choke the tender grain, and
break up and pulverize the soil to a suitable depth,
that the seed may find a genial reception, so-as to ger-
minate, and gradually mature into a rich harvest to
gladden the heart of the husbandman.

Equally necessary is it that the good seed of the
kingdom, which is the word of God, when sown in the
hearts of men, should fall upon good ground that has
heen well and faithfully prepared to receive it.

This important truth is forcibly illustrated in our
Lord’s parable of the sower. Matt. xiii, and Luke viii:
«.A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed
some fell by the way-side; and it was trodden down,
and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell
upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it
withered away, because it lacked moisture. Andsome
fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it,
and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and
sprang up, and bare fruit an hundred-fold.”

This parable represents four classes of persons who
hear the word of God, and are favored with the means
of salvation; only ene of which attains to, and main-
tains, a truly converted state, and bears fruit unto sal-
vation. They are all influenced by the word, and
wost of them make a profession, join the church and
expect to be saved. Yet three of these classes are
fruitless professors, bear no fruit that comes to matu-
rity, and will meet a sad disappointment in the great
day of God.

Now it is of the greatest importance that a closeand
searching inquiry be made as to the cause of so many
deceptions and failures. The failure to bear fruit, of
the three classes first named in the parable, is mani-
festly on account of the unprepared state of the soil

| on which the seed is sown.

The productiveness and consequent success of the
fourth class in the parable, is manifestly because the
seed was sown on good ground, that had been carefully
prepared for its reception.

It should be borne in mind that the responsibility
for unfruitfulness rests on those who hear the word
of God.

The first class in the parable is represented by seed
that fell by the way-side. It proved a failure asmight
be expected. Yet in a corresponding case of infinitely
more importance, thousands will vainly expect to be
successful, and rigk their souls and feel safe, where if

‘it were but a few dollars they would be alarmed, and

bestir themselves to make it more secure.

The unfruitfulness of, the second class of hesrers in
the parable is represented by seed sown upon a rock,
where no one could reasonably expect any increase.
The one who should literally do this, would, in the time
of harvest, beg and have nothing. Yet many risk their
souls upon ground equally untenable.

The unfruitfulness of the third class is represented
by one who should foolishly sow his seed among thorns.
Nothing cculd be more unwise in worldly matters, than
to epend time and labor in such an enterprise.. Yot a
corresponding course is pursued by many in regard to
their eternal interests.

Let us be thankful that the Lord, in this parable, has

spoken of one successful class; one class in four, that
exercise common wisdom, prudence and foresight; one
class that weep, while others rejoice, that see, while
others are blind, that hear, while others are deaf; one
class that work, while others feel that they have little
or nothing to do; that return from their labor with joy,
bringing their sheaves with them, while others utter
the bitter lamentation, ¢ The harvest is past, the sum-
mer is ended, and we are not saved.”

" We learn from this parable that a large majori‘ty of
those who hear, and are wrought upon by the word of
God, in Whose hearts the incorruptible seed is sown,
and who are moved upon to profess religion, do yet lack
the essential properties of true conversion, and conse-
quently of consecration to the Lord’s service.

A desire to besaved, together with a partial breaking
off from outbreaking sins, constitutes the sum total of
their religion. To be fellowshiped by the church,
they take as good evidence that they are in a fair way
to be saved, and this is about the hight of their relig-
ious aspirations. The cares of this world and the de-
ceitfulness of richea choke the word, and they become
unfruitful. Eiernal life is sacrificed to the pleasures
of the moment, Jesus is wounded in the house of his
friends, stumbling-blocks are laid in the way of others,
and the way of life is made to appear unlovely to the
world, by the unholy lives and frequent overt acts of
these unconsecrated, and unsanctified professors.

But why-must the cause of God be burdened with
such a state of things? Why this light esteem of eter-
nal life, by so many professors? Why such trampling
on Christ, and counting the blood of the covenant an
unholy thing? Why so many half-hearted espousals
to a cause so precious? Why so many carnally-minded,
world-loving, professors? Why so many with whom
it is so difficult for them to understand thejr errors?
Why so many causing offenses to the little ones that
believe in Christ? Why so many to whom Christ will
say, inthe great day of God, ¢ Depart from me, I never
‘knew you ?” .

The answer to these questions may be found in the
fact that the ¢ fallow ground” is not broken up, or if -
this work has been done at all, it has been a very lim-
ited work, and has ceased to progress. The work of
the law upon the heart has been limited, partial and
ineffectual; a continued looking into the glass of the
law would reveal greater enormities than have yet been
seen, greater needs than have yet been felt. Butin-
stead of this, the individual is claiming gospel blessings,
which, in his present state of mind, he cannot appre-
ciate. He claimg pardon, bis need of which he has
never sufficiently felt. He asks to be sanctified, while
he does not understand the nature of sanctification.
Ho asks to be converted, while he is ignorant of, or
rejects, the principal instrumentality bfv which the law
accomplishes such a work. “Thus sajth the Lord,
Break up your fallow-ground and sow not among
thorns.”

Let it be borne in mind that conversion, in every
case, is sound or unsound, false or true, in proportion
as the principles of the divine law are brought to bear
upon the heart and conscience.

«The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul; the testimony of the Lord is suré, making wise
the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoic-
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ing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.”

The law of God is the sword of thé Spirit in the
work of tonversion, and the Lord will not dispense

with it in the performauee of that work. Every stick,
in the hetvenly building must be fitted for its plice,

by that perfect rule. It is a rule to be had in eonstant
use, not only in the beginning of our Christian expe-
rience, but during our whole life.

Conversion is not the work of 4 moment, it does not
consist in good Lhoughts, or forming gﬁod resolutions.
Nor does it consist in kappy feelings, or ecstatic joys.
One class in the parable received ‘the word with joy,
but they had no root, and soon withered away. Joy
may result from eonversion or deception, and is com-
paratively of litile account in deciding u’)on our state.
Converson is the turning of a sinner from bis sins to
God, a breaking off of sins by righteousness, and of
iniguities by turning unto the Lord.

It is to seek the salvation of the soul in every means
of grace. It isa gradual, progressive work, preceded
by deep heart-felt repentance and godly sorrow for sin,
and followed by fervent love to (lod and all men,
evineed by & willing submission to the will of God, and
a hungering and thirsling after righteousness.
eration occurs but once; but conversion must be re-

peated, while we find we have any sins to repent of |

and forsake.
It is usually a great mistake {o suppose that oar firs!

convergion forms a basis sufficiently broad for the |

action of our entire future life, or that the fountain of
&in in the heart is all broken up and eradicated.
Such is only the beginning of an experience in the

warfare against sin, which must be followed up through |

life, and become more and more expansive, a8 we be-
come more enlightened in the righteous principles of
the law of God.

Bvery development-of light or knowledge forms a
basis for a more extended and perfect conversion, be-
¢ausge conversion is the practical use of knowledge, and
a correct knowledge of the law iz necessary, in order
to & correct obedience to its'requireiments, and a lack
of knowledge, where we have the means of knowing,
is equivalent to a rejection of the law. The Lord says
by his prophet, “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge; beeause thou hast rejected knowledge, I
will also reject thee; seeing thou hast forgotten the
law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”” Hosea
iv, 6. True conversion éan be practically demonstrated

only in proportion to our knowledge of God’s require- |

ments.

A state of perfect conformity to the law of God is
the-object at whieh every Christian‘tims. But such a
state is not instantaneously attainéd. Conversion can
proceed no faster than our advance'in correct knowl-
edge makes way for it; and a state of perfeot confor-
tity to God implies thie pogsession of #n understanding
'perfectly acquainted with the law of God, of & memory
which perfedtly retains all its precepts; of a conseience
whieh always faithfully applies it; cf a heart which per-
{ettly loves it ; -of a will which is perfectly obedient and
gubmissive to itz authority; =and of an imagination
which presents to. the mind no images but- such £y
‘ought to be entertaived. ,

"Such is the “elevated “standdard “at “which we aim.
How-important ‘that “we ‘heed the voice of ‘God ws he
spenks ‘to"us in the'text: ‘“Sow to yourwelvas in'right-
eousness, ‘Féap in‘mercy, bréak wp your fallow ground ;
for it'is time-to Seek -the Liotd till he come and rain
righteousness ipon you.” TLet none suppose whiléwe

exalt the Taw, that we think lightly of Christ.. God.
forbid! “Tf'we exalt the taw, we'exalt Christ. If we,

détract Trom the law, we dishonor Christ. ¢

‘Firrarvs PrEAGHING.—Sinners cannet bear ‘plain,
dealing, and ‘when their darling sin is: struck ‘at, their,
hearts swell with indignation. ¢ I hatehim,” saysking
Ahab, concerning Micaiah, “for ke does not prophesy
good concerningme, but evil.” When Joln the Bap-
tist came to touch on Hetrod’s particular sim, his be-
loved Herodias, then John’s liead must.gofor it. A
profane gentleman once said-of a-godly preacher, «“ He
divides his text like a scholar, and follows his doetrine
like a ‘Iogiciuﬁ, but the Devil eannot stand his applica-
tion.”

Regen- |

down in the right band of the throne of God.”

I Lawb as it had been slain,” &e.

‘into two ‘apartments,
“place.

THE DIFFERENT OFFICES AND POSITIONS
OF JESUS CHRIST, ’

Gob created the world and all things by Jesus Christ.
Heb. i, 1, 2;" John i, 8, 10; Col. i, 16.

Christ was in Heaven with tlie Father before tho.

world was. John-xvii, 5; i, 1-8; Prov. fiiii, 22--30.
He consulted with the Father and thade man. Gen.
i, 26; Col.i,16. Mab, being placed on probation, soon
fell and lost his life. Gen. ii, 16, 17; iii, 1-6, 17-19.
God loved the world, and so.gave his Son to save man.
John iii, 16. Jesus came down from Heaven to seek
and to save that which was lost. John vi, 50, 51;
Luke xix, 10. When he was about thirty years of age
ho was baptized and began hiswork. Lukeiii, 21-23,
Chrigt was not & priest nor a king while on earth as
gome teach; but he wasa prophet, or tesicher. 'Speak-
ing of Christ, Moses sald, ‘A prophet shall the Lord
your (God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto
mo.” Aectsiii, 22. See also Johnvi, 14. Lukerecords
that he ¢ was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people.” Chap. xxiv, 19. He could
not be a priest while on earth, from the fact that he
was of the tribe of Judah, while all the priests had
to be of the tribe of Levi. This fact is clearly stated
by Paul thus: ¢ For he [Christ], of whom these things
are spoken, pertaineth to another tribe, of which no
man gave aitendance at the altar. For it is evident
that our Lord sprang out of Judah, of which tribe Mo-
ses spake nothing concerning priesthood.” Heb. vii,
18, 14. Hence, of course, he could not be a priest in
the serviee of the ssmctu:fry on earth; for those who
served in the temple on earth bad to be of the tribe of
Judah., Says Paul, ¢ For if he were on earth, he should
not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer
gifts according to the law, who serve unto the example
and shadow of heavenly things.” Heb. viii, 4, 5.
When Christ had finished his work as a prophet, he
was crucified, he died, was buried, and on the third
day be rose from the dead. 1 Cor. xv, 3, 4. Then he
ascended into the Heavens, and sat down on the right
hand of God, his Father. Heb. viii, 1; xii, 2; Eph.i,
20, 21. But what did he sit down upon? Ans. Upon
the throne of his Father. After his ascension into
Heaven Jesus said, ¢ To him that{ overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also over-
came, and am set down with my Father in his throne,”
Rev. iii, 21. This is decisive, showing that Jesus not
only sits at the right hand of God, but sits in his Fa-
ther’s throne with him., Paul states the same fact;
for he says that Jesus ‘‘is set down at the right hand
of the throme of God. Heb. xii, 2. The Greek prep-
osition (en) here rendered *¢at,” is the same that is
rendered “in” in Rev. iii, 21, and in many other
places. Greenfield gives in as the first definition of
en. So Paul agrees with Jesug that Christ «ig set
8o in
Rev. xii, 5, it is said of the man-child (Jesus) which
was horn to the woman, that it was caught up unto
God, and to his throne. And when John had a view
of the throne of God in Heaven, he said, <“And I be-
beld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four 'beasts, and in tlie midst of -the elders, -gtood a
Rev. v, 6. David
intimates the same when he says of Christ, «The

‘Lord said unto my Lord, -8it thou on my right hand,

until I make thy foes thy footstool.” Acts ii, 34, 36.

These seriptures -prove beyond -dispute “that Jesus,

when he ascended to Heaven, sat down An- the throne

-of -his Pather.

‘We will now ingnire where thit throne was loeated.
In order todo this, we must look-s moment-at the types.
I must take for granted that gny readers have studied
the subject of the sanctuary. :Moses'built a sanctuary
for God'to dwell in. ‘Ex. xxv, 8. This was divided
The first was-ealléd the holy
It contained the golden :¢andlestick, the table
of shew bread, and the altar of incense. The second
contained the ark in which were the ten'‘commandments.
Over it “was the mercy-seat -and -the :cherubim. Heb.
ix, 1-5; Bx. xxv. The'priests‘rbegm\x their ministry
every year:in the first or holy place, and continued to
minister there every day till the day of atonement.
Heb. ix, 6. While they thus ministered in the first
apartment, the glory of God was manifested:there con-

tinually, and there Gtod met with his people and spoke
| with them. Ex. xxix, 42-44. On the tenth day of

the geventh month, the day of aionement, the minis-
tration of the pricsts in the sanetwary was changed
from the holy to the most holy place. Hebix, 7; Lev.
xvi. Here the glory of God was manifested above the
ark, between the cherubim. Lev. xvi, 2, 13; Ex, xxv,
22. Was, then, the glory of God in two different
places at the same time? No; for when the ministra-
tion of the priests was changed from the holy to the
most holy, the cloud of glory which represented the
presence of Gtod, also removed from the holy to the
most holy. Then the high priest went in there and
made an atonement for the sing of the people during
the past year. Lev. xvi. )

Now all these things were only types of the true
sanctuary, and of the priestly work of Christ in
Heaven. Heb. viii, 1-5; ix, 1~26; x, 1-9. This
heing true, when Christ ascended to Heaven he must
have begun his ministry in the first apartment, or holy
place of the heavenly sanctudry. Says Paul, «“We
have such an High Priest, who is set down on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the Heavens, a
minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
whichk the Lord pitched and not man.” Heb. viii, 1,
2. If Christ began his ministry in the holy place and
at the game time sat down on the throne of ‘God, then
the throne of God must have been located in the holy
place while Christ ministered there. Several reasons
show that this was the case. 1. In the type, the glory
of God was in the holy place while the priests ministered
there. Ex. xxix, 42-44. So it must be in the anti-
type. 2. Christ could not minister in the holy place,
and at the same time sit on the Father’s thfone, unless
that throne was in the holy place. 8. If Christ min-
istered in the holy place, and the Father’s throne was
in the most holy place, then the Father and Son would
be separated. 4. John, in his vision on Patmos, saw
the throne of God in the holy place. “And immedi-
ately I was in the Spirit; and, behold, a throne was
get in Heaven, and one sat upon the throne. . . . And
out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and thunder-
ings, and voices; ‘and there were seven lamps of fire
burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits
of God.” Rev. iv, 2-5. These seven lamps of fire
were the antitypes of the seven golden ocandlesticks
whieh were in the holy place. Heb. ix, 1-5., 5. John
saw Jesus clothed in his priestly garments, standing in
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. Rev. i,
12, 13. These golden candlesticks were always in the
holy place; hence Christ was ministering there. In
Rev. v, 6, John saw Christ, the Lawmb, in the midst of
the throne; hence the throne was where Christ was
ministering, 7. e., in the holy place. These faets show
that the ministry of Christ, and the throme of God,
were in the holy place at the heginning of the gos-
pel dispensation.

Jesus Christ was a priest®ifter the ortter of Melchis-
edec. Heb. vi, 20; Ps. ¢x, 4. Now Melchisedec wagz
“Xking of Salem, priest of the most high God.” Heb.
vii, 1. He was king and priest at the same time. So
Christ is both king and priesi. Thus Zechariahsays of
him, *Thus speaketh -the-Eord of hosts, saying, Be-
hold the man whose name is THE BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the
temple of:the Lord; even he shall build the -temple
of the Lord; and he shall bedar the-glory, and shall

-sit gand Tule vpen his ‘threwe; “and ke shall be a

priest upon his throne; and the counsel of peace shall
be between them both.’ “Zech. ‘vi, 12, 18. This is
the position which Christ oceupies before his Fathei’s
throne.

‘He'is ottr:great High Priest Heb. viii, '}, the “me-
diator between God and man,” 1 Tim. n b, * ouradvo-

‘cate with the Fathér.” 1 -John-ii, 1.

At thewend of the 2800 @ays, Pan. wiii, 14, in 1844,
the ministration in the'keavenly sanctuary was changed
from-the. holy to the most holy, aceording to the type
in-Lev, xvi, 3. On'the day of atonement the holy of
holies was opened, the high priest “went in and the
Lord appeared-in a cloud upon the:mercy-seat in the
most-holy place. Lev. xvi, 2. So when the seventh
angel sounded, and the time had come to judge the
dead, ¢ the temple of God was opened in Heaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his {estament.”




No. 20;]

ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD.

£

155

Rev. xi, 15-19. Then the temple of God is not opened
ti1] the time comes to judge the dead ; but it is opened
then. Then was fulfilled the majestic vision of Daniel.
Chap, vii, 9-14. “And I beheld till the thxones were
cast down, and the Aneient of Days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the bair of his head

like the pure wool; his throne was like the fiery flame, -

and his wheels like the burning fire. A fiery stream
issued and came forth from before him; thousand thou-
sands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him; the Judgment was set,
and the books were opened. . . . . Isaw in theynight
visions, and, bebold, one like the Son of Man came
with the clouds of Heaven, and came to the Ancient
of Days, and they brought him near before him. And
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-
dom, that all people, nations, and languagesshould serve
him.” )

1. Here is an unmistakable description of the set-
ting of the great day of Judgment. 2. There is a
manifest reference to the change of the presence of
God from the holy place to the most holy of the temple.
3. The Son of Man then goes in before his Father.
Mark, he does not come to the earth, but to the An-
cient of Days. 4. Then there was given te the Son a
kingdom, Malachi evidently refers to the same in
chayp. iii, 1-5. < Behold, I will send my messenger,
and he shall prepare the way before me; and the
Lord, whom ye seek, .shall suddenly come to his tem-
ple, even the messenger of the covengnt, whom ye
delight in; behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of
hosts. But who may abide-the day of his coming?
and who shall stand when he appeareth ? for he islike
a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit
" as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify
the sons of Levi; and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in right-
eousness, Then shall the offering of Judah and Jeru-
salem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old,
and as in former years. And I will come near to you
to judgment.” .

Here we have, 1. The eoming of the Lord io judg-
ment. 2. His sudden coming to his temple. 3. The
inquiry, “Who mny abide the day of his coming?”
showing that it will be a fearful day. In Rev. iii
Chrigt says to the Philadelphian church, ¢ Behold, I
come quickly.” Verse 11. This shows where the
prophecy applies. To the same church he says,
s These things saith he that is holy, he tbat is true,
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and
no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth ; I
know thy works; behold, I have set before thee an
open door, and no man can shut it.”” Verses 7, 8.

1, This applies at & time when Christ is about to
come. Verse 11. 2. It is at the time when Christ re-
ceives the key of David, i. e, the throne or kingdom
of David. Compare Isa. xxii, 22, with Luke i, 32, 33.
This is the time referred to in Dan. vii, 13, 14, when
the Son of Man goes in before the Ancient of Days
and there was given him a kingdom, &c. This we
have seen was at the Judgment. Christ sits on his
Father’s throne till that time, then the Father gives him
David’s throne. 8. At this time Jesus says to his peo-
ple, I am be that openeth, and I am he that shutteth,
and T bave set before thee an open door. This de-
soribes the change of Christ’s ministry in 1844, from
the holy to the most holy place. e opened the one
and shut the other. Here was an open door set hefore
the people of God. .

When Christ went into tig temple of God it was that
he might receive s kingdom. This is shown by Dan..
vii, 9-14; Rev. iii, 7, 8. Christ did not receive the
kingdom when he came to earth the first time; but
he went away to Heaven to receive it, and will not
return to earth till he has received it. Thisis clearly
shown by the parable which he spoke in Luke xix,
11-+§7: ¢ And ns they heard these things, headded gnd
spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem,
and because they thought that the kingdom of God
should immediately appear. He said, therefore, A cer-
tain nobleman went into s far country to receive for
himself & kingdom, and to return. . . . And it came
to pass, that when he was returned, having recetved the
kingdom,” &c. This can not bemistaken. He spoke it1o

show them that the kingdom of God was not then jm-
mediately to come. He must first go into a far coun-
try and receive the kingdom. Then he would return
and slay his enemies. Who is to give Christ the king-
dom? Ans. The Father, Ps. ii, 8. This earth is to
be the kingdom. Rev. xj, 14, 15; Ps, ii, 8. But God
would not give Christ a kingdom that was in rebellion
and unsubdued; hence when Christ ascended to Heaven,
the Father gave him a seat on his own throne and
bade him sit there until his foes were made his foot-
stool. Aects ii, 84, 35. Hence Paul says, ¢ But this
man [Christ], after he had offered one sacrifice for
sing, forever sat down on the right hand of God; from
henceforth expecting till his enemies be made hia foot-
stool.” Heb. x, 12,18, What is he thus waiting for
and expecting? Ans. The kingdom. This is con-
firmed by the fact that the kiugdoms of this world do
not become the kingdoms of Christ till the sounding of
the seventh trumpet. Rev. xi, 16.

This also is when the time has come to judge the dead
and destroy the wicked. Verse 18. Here also at the
same time takes place another eventcalled the marriage
of the Lgmb. 1. Christisthe Lamb. Rev. v. 2. The
New Jerusalem which will be the capital of Christ's
kingdom, is the bride, the Lamb’s wife. ®ov. xxi, 9,
10. ¢¢ And there came unto me one of the seven an-
gels, which had the seven vials full of theseven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I
will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of Heaven from God.”
This language is decisive; the New Jerusalem is the
Lamb’s wife. Isaiah says of this holy ecity, «Thy
Makeristhine husband.” Compare chayp. liv, 1-5 with
Gal. iv, 26, 27. 8. This marriage takes place before
the second coming of Christ. It is described at length
in Matt. xxv, 1-18. In Luke xii, 35, 37, Jesus says,
«“Let your loins be girded about, and your lights
burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that wait
for their Lord, when he will return from the wedding ;
that when be cometh and knocketh, they may open
unto him immediately. Blessed are those servants,
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching.”
This we see that when the Lord comes it is his return
Srom the wedding. He does not come to the wedding ;
but that wedding is already in the past. So of his re-
ceiving the kingdom ; he went into a far country, and
having received the kingdom he returned. 4. %he
New Jerusalem, the Lamb’s wife, is the mother of all
the saints, Gal. iv, 26: ¢ But Jerusalem which is
above is free, which is the mother of us all.” -So Isa.
liv 6. Jesus is the father of -all who are saved.
This, of course, would be true if Jerusalem is their
mother, and he’is her husband. Heb. ii, 13, 14:
Jesus says, ‘“Behold I and the children which God
hath given me. Forasmueh then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he alse himself likewise
took part of the same,” This is good reasoning. The
father must, of courge, be of the same nature ag the
children. The children—the saints—are flesh and
blood ; therefore he also must take the same nature
in order to become their father. By what act does
Christ become the father of the saints? Ans. By
raising them from the dead. By this act he gives
them a-birth into eternal life. Probably Isaiah refers
to this when he says, ¢ Who hath heard such & thing?
Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made
to bring forth in one day? or shall & nation be born at
once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth
her children.” Chap. Ixvi, 8. These are the ones
who are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.
‘Rev. xix, 9. .

May the Lord grant us to be of that number, is my
eg.rneét prayer, D. M. CaxrigHT.

PASSING OVER FAULTS.

Wurre we should never suffer sin to rest upon an-
ather when the good of the offender or the homor of
Christ requires us to admonish him, yet aspirit of con-
stant reproof for every fuult that can be delecied in
the children of God is from the Devil, who is the great
and.constant accuser of the disciples of Jesus, The

loving Spirit of God bids us above all things, to have
fervent charity, or love, among ourselves, with the
truthful declaration that love covers & multitude of
sins. ' )

- There are some diseases which are betier cured by
attending muinly to the general health than by special
application alone. When a person’s heart has been re~
newed, and he is really seeking first the kingdom and
righteousness of God, we shall be very careful how we
confuse and discourage by censtantly carping at inci-
dental faults. 1If the tree of sin is really girdled in
the heart, by the grace of God it will die in time. -

Will & wise physician watch every slight imperfec-
tion in & patient’s health, dose him with calomel, and
bleed and blister for every change in the pulse?

Certainly if a person’s general health is good, it is
not wise -to make a drug-shop of bis stomach on ac-
count of the little.aches and pains and aberrations of
health which he may experience. Let earthly afec-
tions teach you lessoms of forbearance. How many
things parents, husbands and wives, brothers and sis-
ters, overlook in each other daily, when they are per-
suaded of the general determination of their relatives
to do right. Shall this heaven-bora affection be less
fervent and forbearing? We who have one Father,
one Saviour, and one home above, where we shall soon,
if faithful, meet as one family to be forever united
and associated, shall we fall out by the way?

Does not Christ forgive a multitude of sins which we
do not notice, or forget to confess in detail? Were
not Moses, Christ, and Paul compelled to suffer some
things wrong to exist among Christians because of the
flesh which wars against, and follows not the Spirit ?
Will a man look at the eddies of a river, or at its main
current to ascertain the direction in which it flows?.
O Lord, increase the faith and love of thy disciples,
and then shall all men know that we are thine.—Amer~
ican Bapiist. ' '

A Terrible State of Society—Gambling Scenes in
Helena.

A conrrgroNDENT of the Omaha Republican, writing
from Helena, Montana, referring to the gambling hells
of that place, says:

'Tis no disgrace, so considered here, to visit these
dens; for thereit is you find your most intimate friends
—judges, lawyers, doctors—everybody, in fact. But
you try and imagine yourself at my elbow, and that
accomplished, we will “swing around the cirele” just
far enongh to get a glimpse of the kind of life one is
able to find in these bell-holes of chandeliered crime,
Here is a long, low, rough-appearing, frame structure
with port-holed windows along the sides, double doors
in front, just outside of which a band of screeching
horns are poisoning the air with unhealthy sounds.

We eater the hall, now brilliant with rows of burning
candles—for remember it ig night—and jammed with
drunken miners, the respectable element of the community,
athers who are cut-throats, some who are professionally
nothing more nor less than handy tools for any and all
villainous purposes. Every man, we were careful to
observe, had a fine-looking pistol buckled to his side
—~—never used, we understand, only when it becomes
actually necessary to shoot & friend.

There are twehty-three tables in the room, or hall,
which i, perhaps, 200 feet in length; some of these
tables are large, while others are small. This how-
ever, is all the same, for the superintendehts of each are
alike contemptible to the eye of a decent man.

There is 8 game of “ Faro,” around which are as-
sembled the friends of both winner and loser. Five
thousand dollarg in gold-dust is lying in a sack upon
the table. The unfortunate loser is fired with “,ga.in-
bling rage,” and is just now cursing a song by note;
the lucky ¢dealer” and his infamous “‘ cappers,” are

alive with exultant spirits.

Here again is a ‘“keno” stand, seemingly well pat-
ronized; there a ‘‘three card monte trap at which
a Roman-nosed Jew is operating the tricks; here one
thing, there another, all and each a bated net to string
the unwary foot. It is safe to say that one thousand
men have returned poorer for the visit, others have
been fed on a baited hook, that they may be the more ea-
sily caught hereafter. Probably $20,000 have changed
hands in this one place to-night, and there are dozens
of such sinks in town. -

e el
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* Sanctify them through thy Truth; thy Word is Truth>

BarTie CREEK, MicH., ThHirp-Day, May 11, 1869.

URIAH BMITH, BDITOR.
=SS e e

e

THOUGHTS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

CHAPTER V.

Versz 1. Belshazzar the king made a great feast to
a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before th
thousand. _ :

The chief feature of interest ahout this chapter iz
that it deserites the closing soene of the Babylonish
empire, the transition from the gold to the silver of
the great image, and from ‘the lion to the bear of
Daniel’s vision in chapter vii. This feast is supposed
by some to have been a stated annual festival, the an-
niversary of the conquest of Judea, On this account,
Cyrus who wag then beseiging Bahylon, learned of its
approach, and knew when to lay his plans for the
overthrow of the c¢ity. OQur translation reads that
Belshazzar having invited a thousand of his lords,
drank before the thousand. Some translate it, ¢“drank
against the thousand,” showing him, with all his other
vile and contemptihle propensities, to have becn an
enormous drinker.

Versk 2. Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, com-
manded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple
which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his princes,
his wives and his concubines, might drink therein. 8.

-Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken

out of the temple of the house of God which was at
Jerusalem; and the king and his princes, his wives
and his concuhines, drank in them. 4. They drank
wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of
brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

That this festival had some reference to former vieto-
ries over the Jews, may he inferred from the fact that
the king when he began to be heated with his wine,
called for the sacred vessels which had been taken from
Jerusalem. It would he most likely that, lost to a sense
of all sacred things, he would use them i0 celebratethe
victory by which they were obtained. No other king,
probahly, had carried his impiety to such a hight as
this. And while they drank wine from vessels dedica-
ted to the true God, they praised their gods of gold,
silver, hrass, iron, wood and stone. Perhaps, as
noticed on chap. iit, 29, they celebrated the superior
power of their gods over the God of the Jews, from
whose vessels they now drank to their heatheu deities.

Verse 5. In the same hour came forth fingers of a
man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick
upon the plaster of the wall of the kings palace; and
the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6. Then
the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts
trouhled him, so thatthe joints of his loins were loosed,
and his knees smote one against another. 7. The king
cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans,
and the soothsayers, And the king spake, and s2id to
the wise mexn of Babylon, Whosoever shall redd this
writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, shall
be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about
his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.
8. Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they
‘could not read the writing, nor make known to the
king the interpretation thereof. 9. Then was king
Belshazzar greatly trouhled, and his ccuntenance was
changed in him, and his lords were astonished.

No flashes of supernatural light, no deafening peals
of thunder announced the interference of God in their
impious revelries. A hand siléntly appesred tracing
mystic eharacters upon the wall. It wrote over against
the candlestick. In the light of their own lamp they
saw it. Terrer seized upon the king; for his conscience
acoused him. Although he could not read the writing,
he knew it was no message of peace and blessing that
was traced in glittering characters upon his palace
wall. And the description the prophet gives of the
effects of the king's fear, cannot be excelled in any
particular. , The king’s countenance was changed, his
heart failed him, pain seized him, and so violent was
his trembling, that his knees smote one against another.
He forgot his hoasting and revelry ; he forgot his dig-
nity; and he cried aloud for his astrologers and gooth-

sayers to solve the meaning of the terrible apparition.

Verse 10. Now the queen, hy reason of the words
of the king and his lords, came into the hanquet house :
and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever:
let not thy thoughtstrouble thee, norlet thy countenance
be changed. 11. There is a man in thy kingdom, in
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days
of thy father light and understanding and wisdom,
like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom
the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say,
thy father made master of the magicians, astrologers,
Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 12; forasmach as an ex-
cellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding,
interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sen-
tences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the
same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now
let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpreta-
tion. 138. Then wag Daniel brought in before the king,.
And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou
that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of
Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?
14. Thave even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods
is in thee, and that light and understanding and excel~
lent wisdom is found in thee. 15. And now the wise
men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me,
that they should read this writing, and make known
unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not
shew the interpretation of the thing: 16. And I have
heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations,
and dissolee doubts: now if thou eanst read the writ-
ing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof,
thou shalt We clothed with scarlet, and have a chain
of gold ahout thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in
the kingdom.

It seems that the knowledge of Daniel had heen lost
from the court and palace. As in the case of the
Israelites in Bgypt, a king arose who knew not Joseph,
so in this case, Nehuchadnezzar was succeeded hy
kings that knew not Daniel. The queen who came in
and made known to the king that there was such a
person in his kingdom, is supposed to have been the
widow of Nebuchadnezzar, in whose memory the won-
derful part Daniel had acted in his reign, was still
fresh and vivid. Nehuchadnezzar is here called Bel-
shazzar’'s father aceording to the usage common in
those times of calling any paternal ancestor father,
and any male descendant, son. Nehuchadnezzar was
really his grand-father. Daniel was brought in, and

the king inquired if he was the Daniel who was of the ]

children of the captivity of Judah. This captivity was
the great subject of that occasion; and thus acute was
the vengeance God was about to take on the king; that
is, that while they were celebrating their victory of
the Jews, and drinking from the sacred vessels then
tak8n, God so orders it that at that moment they he-
come paralyzed with terror, and one of those very cap-
tives has to be called in to pronounce the merited doom
upon their wicked course.

Verse 17. Then Daniel answered and said before the
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards
to another; yetI will read the writing unto the king,
and make known to him the interpretation. 18. O thou
king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honor:
19. And for the majesty that he gave him, all people,
nations, and languages, trembled and feared hefore
him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would
he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and
whom he would he put down. 20. But when his heart
was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory
from him. 21. And he was driven from the sons of
men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his
dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed him with
grass like oxen, and his hody was wet with the dew of
heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in
the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it
whomsoever he will. 22, And thou his son, O Bel-
shazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou
knewest all this; 28; hut hast lifted up thyself against
the Lord of Heaven; and they have hrought the vessels
of his house before thee, and thou and thy lords, thy
wives and thy conoubines, have drunk wine in them;
and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of
brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear,
nor know: and the God in whose hangd thy breath is,
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.
24, Then was the part of the hand sent from him ; and
this writing was written.

Danijel first of all disclaims the idea of being influ-
enced by such motives as governed the soothsayers
and astrologers. e says, Let thy rewards be to an-
other. He wishes it .distinctly understood that he
does not enter upon the work of interpreting this
matter on acoount of the offer of gifis and rewards.
He then rehearses the experience of Lis grandfather,

nificant sight.

Nebuchadnezzar, as set forth in the preceding chapter.
He told the king that though he knew all this, yet he
had not humhled his heart, but had lifted up himself
against the God of Heaven, and even carried his im-
piety so far 8s to profane his sacred vessels, praising
the senseless gods of men’s making, and failing to
glorify the God in whose hands his breath was. For
this reason he tells him it is, that the hand has heen
gent forth from that God whom he had daringly and
insultingly challenged, to trace those characters of
fearful though hidden import. He then proceeds to
explajn the writing.

Verse 25. And this is the writing that was written,
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26. This is
the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27. TEKEL;
Thou art weighed in the .balances, and art found
wanting, 28. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Persians. 29. Then com-
manded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with
goarlet, and put a chain of gold-about his neck, and
made a proclamation concerning him, that he should
be the third ruler in the kingdom.

In this inseription esach word stands for a short
gentence. Mene, numbered ; Tekel, weighed ; uphar-
sin from the root peres, divided. God, whom you
have defied, has yoar kingdom in his own bhands, and
has numbered its days and finished its course, just at

‘the time you thought it at the hight of its prosper-

ity. You, who have lifted up your heart in pride, as
the great one of the earth, are weighed, and found
lighter than- vanity. Your kingdom, which you
dreamed was to stand forever, is divided between the
foes already waiting at your gates. Notwithstanding
this terrihle denuneiation, Belshazzar did net forget

his promise, but had Daniel at once invested with the -

gearlet robe and chain of gold, and proclaimed him
third ruler in the kingdom. This Daniel accepted,
prohably with a view to be better prepared to look
after the interests of his people during the transition
to. the succeeding kingdom.

Verse 30. In that night was Belshazzar the king
of the Chaldeans slain. 81. And Darius the Median
iook the kingdom, being ahout threescore and two
years old. :

The scene here so hriefly mentioned is described in
thoughts on verse 89 of chapter ii. While Belshaz-
zar was indulging in his presumptuous revelry, while
the angel’s hand was tracing the doom of the empire
on the walls of the palace, while Daniel was making
known the fearful import of the heavenly wri[in»g,
the Persian soldiery through the emptied channel of
the Euphrates, lad made their way into the heart of
the city, and were speeding forward with drawn
swords to the palace of the king. Scarcely ean it be
said that they surprised him, for God had just fore-
warned him of his doom. But they found him and
slew him; and in the person of this, its last and
most unworthy king, the empire of Bahylon ceased to
be.

THE BURNING BUSH.

WaEN the angel of God gave Moses his commission
to deliver Israel, he chose a most significant form in
which to manifest his presence. Moses had led his
flock to the foot of Horeb, and here the angel of God
mwet him. He saw hefore him a hush enveloped in a
flame of fire, yet not a twig nor a leaf was consumed.
The hush stood in the midst of the flame of fire as
though it were in its natural element. The fire pre-
served, rather than devoured, the hush. So wonderful
a sight caused Moses to tum aside to see it. No sooner

-did the angel of God perceive that his attention was ar-

rested, than he bade him not to approach nearer, but
even to remove his shoes, for the very spot on which
he stood was holy ground. See the record in Ex. iii.

This wonderful manifestation was, beyond all douht,
chosen for a wise and important reason. A bush hurn-
ing with fire, and yet not consuming, was a mostiig-
Both the righteous and the wicked are
repregented in the Bible as having to meet the fire.
But there are two ressons why we cannot understand
this as referring to the wicked. 1. The angel of God
could not properly stand as the representative of the
wicked. 2. When the wicked are cast into the fire it is
for the very purpose that they may be consumed. But




. pramptly, as they should be.

ceased to live.
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the righteous are indeed most fitly represented by this
emblem of a bush on fire without consuming. The an-
gel of God could fitly represent the people of God. The
very words that he uttered relative to the affliction of
his people showed that this was what he had now spe-
cially under his attentien and care. The Bible does
likewise speak of the righteous according to this very
figure, thus, Isa. x1iii, 2: ¢ When thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not he hurnéd.” How wonderfully
appropriste was the burning bush to represent the ex-
act situation of the church of God. The iron furnace
by which their serviiude in Egypt is so often repre-
gented in the Bihle did even then glow with intense
heat, ye# the people of God in the midst of it were pre-
served from ruin. The flames were fierce, but in the
midst of them they flourished as though it had been
their natural element,

The burning bush is a fit representation of the church
of God in all ages. The fire has had power to burn off
the bands with which they had heen bound by Satan,
and by worldly influences.
them. They have lived in the fire, yet have never
Individual members have been de-
stroyed hy the malice of the enemy, but God has had
gomé one elge to take their place. Experience shows
that the people of God can bear the fire of afliction,
bat cannot bear worldly prosperity, only insthe small-
est measure. So God preserves his people in this fierce
element till the time of their deliverance. Then they
ghall come forth out of the flame without the smell of
fire upon them. J. N. AxprEws.

AN EVIL TO BE CORRECTED.

o the brethren of the N. Y. and Pa, Conference, and to
any others guilty of the same neglest: I have just been
conversing with the Conference Secretary relative to
thé husiness of the Conference that devolves on him.
I learn that the quarterly reporis are net made out
Indeed quite a large
pumber of churclies have not reported at all for the
present Canference year. A portion of the licentiates
have made no reports. Even some of the ministers of
the Conference have heen somewhat tardy in this thing.
Now this is all wrong. We will except the cases of all
who may be prostrated by severe sickness, or who have
lost the use of their reason. But those who can
plead neither of these excuses are entirely inexcusahle.
You have blapks in your houses, look them up. A
very few words with the pen, and 4 very small amount
of care and thought are all that it will cost you. Itis
the duty of the ministers; the licentiates, and the church
treasurers, to make four financial reports to the Confer-
ence Secretary. These reports are necessary in order
to settle up our finances at the Conference at the end
of each year. If wehavethese reportsfrom the churck
treasurers, we can easily determine the finances of the
Conference. If we have the reports of those who are
in the employ of the Conference, it is easy to settle every
thing with them. A very little pains will save a very
great amount of perplexing labor at the time of Confer-
ence. Ten minutes’ time, once in three months, will
enable each person from whom a report is due, to make
that report in a proper manner. Why not do this,
every one, promptly 2 Is it lack of interest? You are
not willing to own this. What is the trouble? You
forgotit. Very well; what made youforgetit? Ifyou
really cannot rememher so simple a thing as this, it is
your duty to take some pains to guard against this for-
getfulness. Take your pocket diary and turn it through
and mark each quarter with these words: “ Here a
report is due from me to the Conference Secretary.”
Then when you come to that date in your diary, you
will’ he reminded of your duty. But some of you
do not keep a diary; very well, you have an almanae.
Mark as suggested in the case of the diary, and you
will be reminded of your duty hy the almansec.

The Conference has supplied each individual with
blanks, free of expense. If-you have failed to get them
let the seoretary know it. Then simply fill out the
blanks. Make your report according to the model of
the blank, &c. If nothing is received for the quari’.er,
send the secretary a blank report, go far as this is con-
cerned. The quarterly reports of the churches should
correspond with their pledges to the Conference. Toful-

But it has not destroyed |’

fill these pledges, the treasurers, and the other officers of
the churches, should be careful to see that the s. B i8
promptly paid. In fact, every family should keep a box
and deposit in it each firgt-day of the week, the amount
of their pledge. Then they are ready for a monthly
gettlement with their church treasurer, and he’for a
quarterly report in full, to the secretary. If the min-
isters will i out the blanks each quarter, it will be a
very simple matter to settle with them at Conference,
even if they should be absent. Now it is really a mat-

ter of importance that these things be attended to.,

When the apostle says, ¢ Not slothful in business,” what
does hamean? Isitthat we be very careful of our own

‘worldly interests, and very negligent in the business

that pertains to the cause of Christ? Perhaps our own
conduct too often indicates that this is our interprota-
tion of the words. 1If so, there is a text that exaetly
meets our case. Here it is: ¢ Cursed be he that doeth
the work of the Lord negligently” [margin]. Jer
xlviii, 10.

We certainly have need of genuine repentance. Let
us attend to this thing without delay. ¢« He that is
faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in much;
and he that is unjust in the least, is unjust also in much.”
Luke xvi, 10.

A word to the wise is said to. be sufficient.- Let us
see how many will act with promptness. Remember
that the address of our Conference Secretary is E. B.
Saunders, North Parma, Monroe Co., N. Y. The Con-
ference depends upon him to keep its accounts in
proper form. He cannot do this unless you severally
fulfill the work which devolves on you. The matter is
addressed to your conscience. When you have read
this article, go at ance to your desk and fill out your
reports that have heen hitherto neglected; then re-
solve in your heart that you will never be found in this
sad plight again. Keep your vows and you will be a
much mare careful maxn in time to cowe than you have
been in the past. -The time is at kand when the Master
will say, Give an account of thy stewardship, for thou
mayest he no longer steward. J. N. ANDREWS.

IF WE ARE ONLY READY.

Yres; that is the main point. But the Lord has
given you signs by which you may know when his
coming is near. Those sigus have appeared. Do you
believe he has fulfilled them? If not, do you not dis-
trust and disbelieve hig word, while you profess to be-
lieve in him? Remember tiat he has said of those to
whom he ““shall come in a day when he locketh not
for him, and-in an hour he is not-aware of,” that he
shall *cgt him asunder, and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites.” With the hypocrites, because
he professed to believe in him, and at the same time
disbelieved the promised signs fulfilled which were
given to assure him that Lis coming was near, even at
the door. He did not believe the Saviour’s word, when
the promised signs were fulfilled. He did not believe
and watch for the coming of the Lord. ¢ If therefore
thou shalt not watch, I will come npon thee as a thief,
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee.” It isthe main point to be ready, and one point
of preparation is to believe that his coming will follow
the given sigus, according to his sacred promise, con-
firmed with the most impressive asseveration: ¢ Heaven
and earth shall pass away, hut my word shall not pass
away,” Those who will not believe will be left with-
out excuse.

It is the main point to be ready; hut have you
obeyed the last message—that of the ¢ third angel?”
Rev. xiv, 9-12. Are you keeping the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus? If you are not keeping
the ten commandments as they were written by the fin-
ger of God, you have a work to do to getready. There
is & work to be done for the servants of God, before the
winds are loosed—before the day of wrath comes.
They are not sealed, and they must have the seal of
God in their foreheads. This message offers you the
seal. Will you have it? Or do you prefer the mark of
the beast ? Do you say you do not understand this mes-
sage? How then are you ready? It is the main peint
tobe ready. .- Andthis message was prepared in proph-
ecy, and is now beingsproclaimed, that by oheying it
you may get ready. " R. F. CorrrrnL.

PREJUDICE.

“ PrEVIoUs and unfavorahle bert or bias; premsature
opinion; injury or wrong of any kind.”— Webster,

It is not generally realized, even by the most correct
people, how much they are swayed by prejudice.

When we cnce allow the slightest prejudice to enter
the mind against any one, we are from that moment in
danger of doing injustice to the person in question.

We may do thig without being aware of it. A look,
a tone, & word, uttered while such a prejudice influ-
ences the mind, may speak as clearly as possible our
true feelings. - Or silence, ~hen civility calis for de-
cent reply, or neglect, when politeness demands atten-
tion; and a thousand little nameless trifles, in them-
selves, performed or umperformed, bespeak our true
feelings. .

In the business of teaching gommon schools for some
twenty-three winters, I have passed from making nu-
merous rules for my pupils, to making rules for myself;
and prominent among them is this; ¢ Never for any
cause become prejudiced against o pupil ;' and I find it is
the gost valuable and important of them all. It is the
key of success in discipline, in a school. I drop this
as a suggestion to parents and others in authority.
We may sit as jurors, and act with impartiality upon
a case brought up for our decision, if we are unpreju-
diced; hut if upfortunately, our minds are biased by
prejudice, we cannot safely trust our own decision.
But it iz still more unfortunste, that prejudiced per-
sons are generally ignorant of the state of their own
minds. Reader, iz it not 8o? I do not speak as g vic-
tim of prejudice, smarting under its lash; for I fear I
have too much favor from my cotemporaries, more
than a Christian ghould have ; but I fear that it is pos-
sible I may have been prejudiced, at times, against
others. Jos. CLARKR.

THE REST REMAINING TO THE PEOPLE
OF GOD. HEB, IV.

¢Tuen shail the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.” Matt. xxv, 34.

¢“Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left
us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem
to come ‘short of it. For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them; but the word
preached did not profit them not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it. For we which have be-
lieved do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn
in my wrath if they shall enter into my rest:
although the works were finished from the founda-
tion of the world. For he spake in & certain place of
the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the
seventh day from s}l his work.” Heb. iv, 1-4.

1. The same idea is presented in both the foregoing
texts, viz., that the world made ¢ in the beginning”
is the destined resting place, or inberitance, of God’s
people. “As it came from the hand of its Maker, very
good,"” free from the curse or the effects of sin, so it
will he ‘¢ given to the people of the saints of the Most
High.”” It cannot be another oreation, else it would
not be that which was ¢ preparéd from the founda-
tion of the world.” Hence, when God says, < Be-
hold, I make all things new,” it does not mean that
he will make a new class of things—things not made
before; but that he will renew all things, or make
anew that which has been previously made. So also
when Peter says, We ‘look for a new heavens and a
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness,” 2 Pet.
iii, 18, it is evident that this ““new heavens and new
earth” bear the same relation to ‘“the heavens and
earth which are now,” verse 7, that these latter bear
to the world that was in the time of the flood, which,
“being overflowed with water, perished.” Verse 6.
That ig, the materialis the same in each and all, but
they differ in form, or have different rclations.

While the two texts at the head of this article teach
the same ides in respect to the original preparation
of the ¢ dominion” or ¢kingdom,” (see also Gen. i,
26,) the latter of the two, Heb. iv, 4, contains proof
of the affirmation. ForfPas a rest necessarily implies
& work performed, if ¢ God rested the seventh day from

°
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all his work,” then evidently,” all his work,” was pre-
viously performed and nothing could remain to be made
thereafter. After it was made, it was cursed on ac-
count of man’s transgression, but it is to be ““re-
deemed” therefrom, Eph. i, 18; 14; but it did not
become another oreation by being cursed, nor will 1t
become another by being redeemed or made new.

2. The whole argument of the apostle in Heb. iii,
and iv, proves that “ the rest” offered to the children
of Israel, which thoge who fell in the wilderness did
not receive, and which was given to the survivors un-
der the leadership of Joshua, was typical of the rest
that ¢ remaineth” to the people- of God. And this
conclusion is drawn by the apostle himself in chap.
iv, 8, 9. A certain rest was given them by Joshua; but
if that was the true rest contemiplated in the promise,
why should he spealk of it as & thing of the future in
David’s time? Or, ifathey who entered Cansan un-
der Joshua received the true rest, why does David
warn _those who were likewise in Cansan, by the ex-
ample of them who fell in the wilderness ?

3. Because the apostle quotes Gen. i, 2, “God did
rest the seventh day from all his works,” to prove
that all his works were finished from the foundation
of the world,”” it has been thence inferred that ¢ the
rest” herein referred: to, which was typical of the
rest which remaineth to the people of God, was
the seventh day, or weekly Sabbath; in brief, that
the seventh-day Sabbath was a typ}a of the ever-
lasting rest of God’s people. That this is a ground-
less inference may be proved by showing that the
Sabbath will net meet the declarations of this scrip-
ture, and also by showing what this typicsl rest was.
That the Sabbath could not be the rest, or type, re-
ferred to, is evident; for,
~a. The typical rest was given:to them by Joshua;

Heb. iv, 8, margin; but Joshua did net give them the

seventh-day Sabbath. :

5. They who fell in the wilderness did not receive
or enter into that rest; but they did receive and keep

. the Sabbath before they thus fell.

¢. God sware that, because of their rebellion, they
should not enter into that rest; but he mever sware
that they should not keep the Sabbath, or any other
commandment, because of their unbelief. Rebellion,
unbelief, or sin, may deprive of blessings promised,
but can never absolve from duties commanded.

4. We also show that that rest was not the Sabbath,
by proving by the Scriptures what that rest was, and
that it was distinot from the Sabbath. See the fol-
owing texts:

Deuat. iii, 18-20. ¢“ And I commanded you at that time,
saying, The Lord your God hath given you this land

to possess it; ye shall pass over armed before your"

brethren the children of Israel, all that are meet for
the war. But your wives, and your little ones, and
your cattle, (for I know that ye have much cattle,)
shall sbide in your cities which I have given you;
until the Lord have given rest unto your brethren,
as well a8 unto you, and until they also possess the
. land which the Lord your God hath given them be-
youd Jordan: and then shall ye return every man
unto his possession which I have given you.”

Here the rest iz defined to be the possession of the
land which the Lord gave to them; and this idea,
and this only, appears in every text speaking on this
subjeot, See the following:

Deut. xii, 9, 10. «For ye are not as yet come to the
rest and to the inheritance which the Lord your God
giveth you. But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell
in the land whioh the Lord your God giveth you to
inherit, and when he giveth you rest from all your
enemies round gbout, go that ye dwell in safety:
then there shall be a place,” &e.

Josh. i, 12-15. *“And to the Reubenites, and to
the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Manasseh,.spake
Joshua, saying, Remember the word which Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, The
Lord your God hath given you rest, and hath given
you this land. Your wives, your little ones, and
your oattle shall remain in the land whioch Moses
gaveyou on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass be-
fore your brethren armed, all the mighty men of
valor, and help them; until the Lord hath given
your brethren regh, as he hath given you, and they
also have possessed the land which the Lord your
God giveth them ; then ye shall returp unto the land
of your possession, and enjoy it, which Mos¢s the
Lord’s servant gave you on_this side Jordan toward
the sun-rising.” @

Chep. xxi, 48, 44. ¢ And the Lord gave unto Israel

. »

-

all the land which he sware to give unto their fathers:
‘apd they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the
Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that
he sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man
of all their enewies before them; the Lord delivered
all their enemies into their hand. Chap. xxii, 4. And
now the Lord your God hath given rest unto your breth-
ren, a8 he promised them: therefore now return ye,
and get you unto your tents, and uato thedand of your
possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave
you on the other gide Jordan.”

Chap. xxiif, 1: ¢ And it came to pass, a long time
after that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from
all their enemies around about, that Joshua waxed old
and stricken in age.” . o
. We buvé quoted thus largely to show thaf the fact as
claimed is made very plain and prominentin the Script-
urs. And ¢“the rest’” referred to in these texts meets
every demand of Heb, iv, to wit.; (1.) It was given to
them by Joshus, (2.) It was the rest that God sware
they should not possess because of their rehellion.
See Num. xiv, 28-82. ¢ As truly as I live, saith the
Lord, as yehave spoken in mine ears, so will I do to

u.
ifl that were numbered of you, according to your
whole number, from twenty years old and upward,
which have murmured against me. Doubtless ye shall
not come into the land concerning which I sware to
make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son-of Jephun-
neh, and Joshua the son of Nun. But your little ones,
which ye gaid should he a prey, them will I bring in,
and they shall know the land which ye have despised.
But as for you, your carcasses, they shall fall in this
wilderness.”’(3.) And all “‘those whose carcasses fell
in the wilderness” did not enter therein.

5. That the land which they possessed, which Paul
calls ¢¢the rest”’ typical of that which remains to the
people of God, did represent or typify the earth, or do-
minion, or ¢kingdom prepared from the foundation
of the world,” see the following texts: )

Gen. xvii, 8: “And I will give unto thee, and to thy
seed afterthee, the land wherein thou art & stranger,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting posession;
and I will be their God.” .

These words the Lord spake to Ahraham. See algo
Gen. xiii, 14-17; xx,18-21; and others; and compare
Rom. iv, 18; «For the promise that he should be zie
heir of the world, wag not to Abraham or to his seed
through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith,” Gal. iii, 29; ¢ And if ye be Christ’s, then are
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
That “promise’” we have read in Genesls. But what
is the inheritance promised ? See Matt. v, 5; ¢ Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” Noth-
ing less than the posgession of “the earth” will fulfill
the promise. This, and this only, is the rest, posses-
sion, or kingdom, ¢‘prepared from the foundation of
the world.,” The land of Canaan, promised®to Abra-
ham, given to the children of Israél, represented this
inheritance, or final ¢ rest,”’ yet remaining to the peo-
ple of God.

6. This subject is so clearly set forth in the scriptures
above quoted that it does not seem possible to misap-
prehend it if they are only read and considered. And
it is thereby very clearly shown that the Sabhath was
not and is not a type of the future rest of God’s peopls,
and therefore is not a typical institution.

J. H. WacqoNER.

CHRISTIANS SHOULD THINK FOR THEM-
SELVES.

TaE duty of learning to think properly, is one of very
great importance. Usefulness and strength, in any
one, greatly depend on the use that is made of the
mind, or the direction in whieh the thoughts are made
to run. Hence we are-strong or weak, useful or use-
less, etc., just in-proportion to the exertion we make
in thinking for ourselves, and to the value and impor-
tance of the objects or ideas upon which we allow our
thoughts to dwell.

The mind should be cultivated, tutored, and improved,
by hringing it to bear upon essential things, and wor-
thy objgets—upon God, Heaven, the plan of salvation,
and the duties incumbent upon us; and by feeding if,
not merely with the thoughts of others, and knowledge
ag taught in numerous books; but, especially with the
instructions and admonitions of God’s word, soberly and
prayerfully seeking to know and do his righteous will.
If we do otherwise, we make a sad mistake. To have

Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness; and’

impure thoughts, allowing them to. wander, and to dwell
upon light and trifling things, enervates and impairs
the mind, and i8 detrimental to soul and body. ¢ The
thought of foolishness is sin.”’ Prov. xxiv, 4. I
hate vain thoughts; but thy Jaw do I love.” Ps. exix.
118, Those engaged in the Christian warfare are
represented as ‘‘bringing into captivity every thought
to'the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor, x,5. ““Wherefare,”
says Peter, «gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedi-
ent children, not fashioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance; but as he which
hath called you is holy, g0 be yo holy in all mgnner of
eonversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I
am holy,” 1 Pet. i, 18-16. .
It becomes true Christians to be holy in thoughts,
words, and aotions. If ourthoughts are pure, our words
and acts are also pure. In this sense the common
saying is true, that ‘‘as & man thinketh so is he.”
The words and acts testify plainly what is in the heart
or mind, Says our Lord, ‘* For out of the ahundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of
the good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good
things; and an evjl man out of the evil treasure bring-
eth forth evil things,” ete. Matt. xii, 84-87. See
also 1 Pet. i, 17. Let us earnestly take heed to the
following words of the wise man: ‘“Keep thy heaxt
with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”
Prov. iv, 28. Let us also remember that ¢*God shall
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good or whether it be evil.” Eeel. xii,
14. - .
Now in view of these great truths, Christians, whether
minigters or people, old or young, who profess to obey
the law of God, and to rejoice in the truth, should con-
sider it an important duty devolving upon them to think
for themselves. Though they may each be aided by dth~
ers, they should not depend upon others to do all the
studying and thinking for them. They should each in-
terest their minds in the study of God’s word, search the
Seriptures with prayerful diligence, meditate upon the
things of God, and become acquainted with the truths
they profess to love, for themselves. This duty can be
performed without erowding out other necessary duties.
1o fact the more diligent we are in fufilling this duty,
the easier it is for us to perform other duties. ¢ The
thoughis of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of
every one that is kasty, only te want.” Prov. xxi, b,
In this way the humble and devoted Christian may
know righteousness, maintain good works, and bear
fruit to the honor and glory of God; and when asked
to stand in defense of the truth, even children can know
whereof they affirm. They can give an answer to every

' man that agketh a reason of their hope with meekness

and fear,

None cof us should fait to understand our position.
Ministers should be especially careful in this direction.
Solemn admonitions are enjoined upon them to increase
their knowledge, and to get a thorough preparation
for the work assigned them. 1 Tim. iv, 18~16; 2 Tim.
ii, 16; Matt. xiii, 62. They are greatly aided by the
exercise of preaching. To study any science to advan-
tage, one .must teach it. Apply this to the preacher.
Does he wish to study the Scriptures, to get a thorough
knowledge of the great saving truths they contain, and
become in any good degree master, let him teach them?
This gives him still clearer conceptions of the sense,
and fixes the whole more firmly in his mind. Let him
think for himself. Numerous books are a great induoe-
ment to some to use their eyes and memories, rather
than their thinking powers. Those who adhere to such
a course are not strong, much less ready men. Good
hooks injure no thinker; on the contrary they greatly
aid the Bihle student. But the preacher, called of God
to this work, must think for himself.

Aided by the Spirit of God, may we all act well our
part in doing the will of our Heavenly Father, and be
enabled to develop such characters for ourselves indi-
vidually, as will gtand the test in the time of trouble,
which is just before us, in that day which shall try
every man's work of what sort it is.

A, C. BourpEav.

Be= Here is the patience of the gaints.
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PAGANISM IN NEW YORK.—A STRANGE
AND STARTLING SCENE.

v is o pofular belief that Christianity is the es-
tablished religion of thecivilized world, and thatthe old
Paganism bas long since been destroyed, buried, and
forgotten, but like all popular heliefs, this must be ta-
ken cum grano salis.. Trueitisthat the vast majority
of the inbabitants of Americe and Eupope profess at
least o respect for Christianity, but equally true it is that
the majority of the same inbabitants do not practice
Christianity, and that a certain percentage of them do
not even so much as believe in its dootrines, and are
either quietly or openly infidels, skeptics, free-think-
ers, positivists, or what you will, but certainly not
Christians.

It is still further true that strange, startling as it
may seem, even at the present day, evenin the year of
our Lord 1869, even in the very center of so-called
enlightment, the great city of New York, there exists

a number of not only practical but actual heathen, of
(professedly) pagans who cherish their own peculiar
superstitions or creeds, and who adbere to their own
idolatrous rites of worship. These nineteenth century
civilized pagans embiace in the city of New York three
distinct classes of beings. The Chinese, the lower or-
der of negroes, and the mythologists, who still profess
a faith in the poetical fables of ancient Greece and
Rome. Let usconsider each of these three classes in
their order.

THE FOLLOWERS OF CONFUCIUS}~—THE CHINESE OF
KEW YORK.

‘Not many years ago the Fourth Ward was the home
of an extensive Chinese colony, who fitled CHiff street,
Rose street, and kindred localities; but of late their
numbers have lessened, from causes too many and too
minute to mention in detail. A hundred or 80 of ped-
dlers, and a.hundred orso of sailors, arenll that remain
of China in New York; but as one-half of this num-
ber are married men with families, the whole Chinése
population of the metropolis may be estimated at about
four-hundred souls. Itis by no means complimentary
to our boasted Christian civilization. but it is, neverthe-
loss true, that although the Chinese may be theoreti-
oally Pagans, they are, so far as their lives are con-
cerned, better than the average of Christians—at least
of the Christinns of the Fourth Ward. .

Only onemurderer has been known among them, and
although they will not hesitate to cheat when they have
the chance, they seldom figure in the police reports, even
as sneak thieves, or as the perpetrators of petit larceny.
They are inveterate gamhlers, but they only play
among themselves and after their own peculiar fashion;
so that, on the whole, if they are an insignificant, they
are 2lso an inoffensive, portion of our population.

They peddle or work all day, as other men, and at
night they return to their families or their boardiug
houses and devote themselves with assiduity to cards
‘and opium. i

In regard to their religious rites a fow.of the more
devout Chinese are in the babit of worshiping their
gods or josses under difficultiesin the privacy of their
domestic life; but the rggjority of these Orientals have
merged into a state of indifference, both as to their
own gpecies of Paganism and our variety or varieties

of Christianity. And suggesting them to our mission-

aries as decidely difficult subjects for conversion, ‘we
pass to a brief notice of the beathen portion of the ne-
gro population of the metropolis.

THE NEGROES OF ‘NEW 'YORK "AND ’H{‘EER ATRICAN -
SURERSTITIONS—BOOTING” AND
‘Y ENAKE-BYED MARY.”

The negroes of New York are waiters, or -caterers

" or white-washers, or plasterers, or washer-women, or

stewardesses, and are generally quiet and inoffensive.
In fact, in 2 police point of view, they are unexcep-
tionable-as a'class. Ln comparison to their respective
numhbers three arrests are made of white msn to one
arrest of a colored man and brother, and considered
by themselves, the negroes of the metropelisare by no
means the most disgraceful or dangerous element of its
population. -
Pheir standard of intelligence, though farbelow that
of the average white, is yet above the range that would
‘ be generally supposed, and they are deeply imbued
-with-a-religions spirit. In some cases this religion is
simply superstition of the grossest charsoter, totally
inconsistent with the strides of Christianity. In faet,
approximatedly computed, it may be stated that about
250 negre meu -and women {more men than women,
however, ) it this city of New York, are agigrossly be-
nighted, in o religious point of view, as are any of their
naked brethren and sisters in the wilds of Africa.
«“There exists upon the romantic territory, known as
Long Island, an old negress who is known as Snake-
eyed Mary. Sheisa goddess and a charmer—a di-
vinity and a doctress combined. She. is potent with
spells, and mighty with herbs; she holds in her black

hand the issues of life and death—so her black believ-
erg think, and they act accordingly.. They visit her
in awe and trembling, and even fall down prostrate
in worship before her. Not long ago the coachman of
a prominent New York politician—a fellow dark as the
.ace of spades—while driving on Harlem lane, leaped
from the carriage, and refitged to proceed further till a
stick was removed from the road, which stick he al-
Jeged, had been placed there by Snake eyed Mary to
injure him, and to ride over which, or te touch which,
with his own person, would have involved his certain
death. '

« And not long ago, at one of our police courts, a
case even more singular transpired. An emaciated
negro claimed the protection of the'law against the de-
signs of a surly black fellow, his enemy, who bad be-
taken himself to Snake-eyed Mary, procured a liquid,
sprinkling which around the stable where the complain-
snt was employed, be bad been enabled, so the plain-
tiff stated, to ruin bis health and so to distract his
senses, as to render life a burden.” And this in New
York and in the year 1869.

«There are also several darkiesin this great city who
earn a comfortable living as ¢ policy dreamers,” an-
nouncing to their highly colored and credulous patrons
what numbers, what combinations of numbers, what
gigs and saddles, &, will be luck nd draw prizes,
and from Snake-eyed Mary and similar sources do
these enlightened prophets draw their inspiration.”

The negroes, however, like the Chinese in our midst,
are generally destitute of education, and beside all this,

in the case of the latter the Paganism is, as it weve,

derived from their far-off native land, or inherited from
their ancestors; but what shall be said of those who,
educated and accomplished, refined and fasbionable,
with white skins and Caucasian associations, are yet
devoted to the effete idolatries of Greece and Rome?
And yet such idolators do exist, in the very midst of
our churches and our Sabbath Schools, within the
sound of our Sabbath bells—although their existence
is s profound mystery to the many—a secret to all but
the initiated few. .

THE IDOLATORS OF NEW YORK—THE WORSHIP OF ANCIENT
ROME AND GREECE REVIVED IN OUR MIDST,

Thus, a well-known scholar and professor ofthe class-
ies, who resides in the upper portion of the city, and
who is the center of a large circle of admiring friends,
professes to helieve (and confesses his belief to bis in-
timates) that there is much truth as well as beauty at
the basis of the ancient.mythology. Another gentle-
man, well versed in anecient literature, goes still fur-
ther, and absolutely offers libations and sacrifices to
the gods of Greece, statues of whom are to be seen dis-
tributed in liberal profusion throughout his dwelling;
while a third gentleman, of ““eccentric turn of mind™
—at least let us charitably trust so—is at the present
moment employed upon a work ¢“On the Evidences of
the True Divinity of the Ancient Mythologies.”.

Not only men but women are embraced in this eat-
egory of modern Pagans. One of the most charming
of our local poetesses asserts charmingly, in a letter to
a friend, that she looks upon the old religions as she
looks upon the' roses, and upon the modern creeds as
she does upon the lilies, and that for her part she does
not admire the lily balf so much as the rose. While a
lady of high social position in our midst openly states
that Christianity is only anotber form, and an objec-
tionable one, of ancient so-called Paganism.

A certain palatial residence on Madison avenue has
attached to it a species of small chapel, with stained
glass windows; urus of fragrant essence and exquisite
statues of the anoient gods scent and adorn it; flowers
add to its beauty, and the tout ensemble of the chapel is
charming—soft, poetical,as well as in no slight degree
imposing. : . : :

And.within this chapel a few weeks since on a Chris-

‘| tian Sabbath morning one of the strangest scenes ever

witnessed in the strange city of' New York, transpired.
.-A number of men and women assembled themselves
together-for:purposes of worship. A number of intel-
lectual, educated, classically trained gentlemen and la-
dies’ of rank and fashion came together for devotional
exercises. A priest and a priestess were present, but
the -worship was not that of the Christian divinity,
The devotion was not of the orthodox persussion; the
officiating ministers were not ordained in any known
religious denomination. The faith”here practiced in
this gorgeous private chapel by these fashionable and
intellectual New :Yorkers was that of the Ancients,
The religion here honored upon this Sabbath in the
metropolis of America, was the same creed which had
been transmitted from time immemorial to Homer, and
from that blind old bard to the era of Socrates and
Plato, and which had found a parallel in the land and
in the days of Cincinattus and of the Caesars. In other
phrase, the chapel was devoted to'Mythological Pagan-
ism, and the worshipers. agsembled -within were the
Pagan votaries of an exquisite,but exploded mythol-
ogy. - . .
g')Ir‘he congregation being ready and awating further
developments, a sheep was brought into the chapel, a
meek, dumb, soft-eyed shéep, who was led to the statue

of Mercury, and was there by the fair priestess (clad
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in the graceful and commanding vestments of ancient
Rome, and standing with uplified knife) sacrificed to
the heathen god. . )

Said we not truly that this Sabbath gacrifice to the
gotl Mercury, in a private chapel on Medison avenue,
in the Christianized city of New York, in the “year of
our Lord 1869, was one of ‘‘the strangest scenes ever
witnessed in that strange eity?”~—Duys' Doings for

i

HOUSE TO HOUSE VISITATION.

A PRIVATE note from a town in Eastern Ohio, tells us
of the way in which a work of revival commenced.
The pastor having, by announcement from the pulpit,
secured the attendance at an evening meeting of a large
number of his members, explained to them how, in
bis judgment, the work of the Lord could berevived in
the town and in the cburch. ¢ Work,” remarked he,
¢« will do it—regular, persistent, hard. work from ev~
ery one who holds a membership in the society, and
feels that Christ has died for sinners, and is willing to
save them.” After a twenty minutes’ talk, he obtained
tbe pledge of ten men and thirty women to dothe work
of religious visitation, from bouse to house, for at least
two weeks, beginning on the morrow. The visiting
w# commenced, as promised, and on the following Sab-
hath there were forty-five strangers at the eleven
o’clock preaching service, By thesecond Sabbath the
congregation had nearly doubled, and on the evening
of that day thirteen persons rose in the congregation
asking the prayers of God's people. The following
Sabbath there were twenty conversions amd accessions,
and at this writing the town was in a flame of revival.

God honors those who honor him. Feeble cfforts
are recompensed by feeble results. Hearty, united,
and continued labor, he crowns with victory. Con-
vinece the world that your profession is a possessien as
well—a ‘living, impalling heart-power’, and you secure
attention and consideration for your views,— Cincinnats
Christian Advocate.

“Scolding. .

A x1rriE girl, not six years of age, screamed out to
ber little brother, who was playing in the mud:

““Bob, you good-for-nothing rascal, come right into
the house this minute, or I'll beat you till the skin
comes off.”

“Why, Angelica, Angelina, dear, what do you mean?
Where did you learn such talk?” exclaimed the mor-
tified miother, who stood talking with a friend. Ange-
lina’s childish reply was a good commentary upon this
manner of gpeaking to children.

“«Why, mother, you see we are playing, and he’s my
little boy, #8d I'm scolding him just as you did me this
morning, that’s all.” -

Tur Amu.—Nothing is sufficient, unless, by the in-
dwelling, ever-working Spirit, every thought, every
word, every .gesture, every look, every going, be
« brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”

THE teacher showeth learning that showeth Christ,
and can be o means to distill God’s graces into souls.

Obitnary Wotices,

-Blesged are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.

Diep, in Trumbelle, Pierce Co., Wis., August 23, 1868,
Marretta Elizabeth, oldest daughter of J.:P. and M. M.
Brooks, aged 2 years, 7 weeks and 8 days. .

“ We-laid our loved one down,
To rest till Christ shall come;

And soon with robe, and palm, and crown,
We'll dwell with him at home.”

Drzp, at Pilot Grove, Iowa, April 5, 1869, of liver gom-
plaint and indigestion, Sr. Nancy Nicola, wife of Bro. J. C.
Nicola, in her 98th year. Sister N. embraced the present
truth about the year 1863. She was confined to her bed
eleven weeks. She bore her affliction with Christian pa-
tience, not a murmur escaped her lips. , She had but one
request_to make on her dying bed, and that was to her
husband, that he would live out the truth. We fully believe
by ber anxious looks at her dear children as they sur-
rounded her dying bed, that they with her husband will be
the first ones that she will look for, when she awakes in the
resurrection morning. Ob! may she not look in vain, but
may they all be there. : ‘Heney Nicora.
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More SaBBATH-EEEPERS.—In the days of Elijah,
God told the prophet that he reserved to himself
seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal,
when the prophet thought that he was the only one
who remained true to the God of Heaven. So there
are in the world at the present tims, probably, many
more observers of the true Sabbath than we have any
idea of. Items are occasionally coming to the surface,
which show this. A short paragraph in the N. Y.
Semi-weekly Tribune of May 4, 1869, reveals the fact
that such Christians exist in Siheria, in addition to
others of which we have before heard. It says:

There is a sect of Greek Christians in Siberia who
keep the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday). Such sects
already exist in the United States, in Germany, and
we believe, in England.

The reader will recollect what was published a few
weeks since respeeting Sabhath-keepers in Hungary.

. - $
E. 8.: Most families are willing to dispense with
all work which can be performed on some other day,
in favor of help who observe the seventh-day. If a
family is not willing to do this, it would be our advice
to decline to work for such family.
. .

A. H. Ropinson: If the milk is taken from your
premises to the cheese-factory before the Sabbath, we
do not see how it would be a viclation of the Sabbath
on your part, if made up by others on that day, any
more than in many other branches of business, where
it is hardly possible to avoid the performance of labor
on the Sabhath, for our benefit, by those who do not
observe the day.

-

C. L. Davis: We believe the birth of the Spirit, Joh
iii, 5, to ialke place at the time when our mortal bodies
are to be quickened by the ¥pirit that dwelleth in us,
Rom. viii, 11; that is, at the first resurrection.

Bro. LoveunoRroucH writes under date of April 14:
“We have just had a State gathering of Sabbath-keep-
ersinCalifornia, andentered into asimple State financial
organization of which you have already received a full
report. These Californians aredesirous to make, assoon
as possible, a self-sustaining mission. We think this
will soon be done. Our State rally wa#a-success.
God was with ussby his Spirit. Praise hisname. Fif-
teen were baptized yesterday, eight new ones forward
for prayers last night. We hold on here another week
before pilching our tent at Sants Rosa, four miles off.”

Western Conterences.

Wz would suggest that the Western Conferences be
held in the autumn;, in conneotion with camp-meetings,

1t should not be expected that one or more of the
General Conference Committee will attend the Western
State Conferences in May or June, and also the camyp-
meetings in September or October. As the camp-
meetings are more important, one or more of the Com-
mittee will attend them, and not the Conferences.

However, if it be thought necessary to hold the
State Conferences in May or June, the State Conference
Committees will please select their time and place at
pleasure. " Gex. Coxr. Com,

Report from Bro. White.

Sannara, May 1, we were with the ¢church at Green-
ville. The place of worship was well filled with breth-
ven from the region round abeut. Several of our
Danish brethren were present. Qur faithful Bro.
Matteson has, in the hand of the Lord, done a good
work among his people, as well as among the Ameri-
cans.

We enjoyed good freedom at this meeting, and felt
that our plain remarks told upon the people. We

closed our farming the 5th, and the 6th and 7th jour-
neyed on to meet our appointment at Battle Creek.
Through misunderstanding, an sppointment was cir-
culated for us in the town of Orange, Ionia Co., the
8th and 9th. After prayer over the matter, Mrs. W.
decided to remain with Willie and Sr. Hall, and speak
to the people at Orange, while I should come on to
Battle Creek.

. Here I was happy to meet Brn. Andrews, Canright,
Cottrell, Van Horn, and others, The house of wor-
ship was orowded on the Sabbath, and the word of
the Lord had free gourse. James WaITE,

Acknowledgment.

Somm time since I requested through the Rpview
that those who were interested in the subject of the
Sabbath, whether.in favor of or opposed to its observ-
ance, would write me any objection, criticisms or sugges-
tions which they might have to offer relative fo a new
History of the Sabbath. Quiteanumberhave responded,
to whom in the ngpltitude of duties pressing upon me
I cannot at present write a personal acknowledgment
of thanks. Will all such accept this rote as an ex-
pression of thanks from me. If others haveany thing
to offer relative to the sujeot it is mot too late to pre-
sent it now. 1 have already bestowed much labor on
the subject. Therestillremainsmuchlabor to perform.
I hope to do my work faithfully. I trust the work
will be kept within moderate limits.. But the field is
vast, the themes of thought and investigation are
numerous, and the amount of labor to he performed is
such as to require both time and patience, and I may
add] persevering effort. Ihope to present thesubject in
such a manner that it shall commend itself to the
candid no-Sabbath, or first-day Sabbath- man, as well
as to those who accept the Sahbath of the fourth
eommandment asunchanged and still binding upon us
The question is one of sufficent magnitude to demand
our candid, thoughtful attention. May we all treat it
ag thoge that must give account. J. N. ANDREWS.

New Work on tﬁe Sabbath.

We weleome to our table a new contrihution to Sab-
Ybath literature from the pen of Eld. T. B. Brown,
Seventh-day Baptist. It is entitled, ¢ Thoughts sug-
gested hy the perusal of Gilfillan, and other authors
on the Sabbath.” We speak now from only a cur-
gory examination of the work; but we have no fears
in recommending it to all, and urging those who are
interested in the spread of Sabbath truth, to give it
a wide circulation. From paper to binding the me-
chanieal execution is unexceptionable. Nestly bound
in muslin. pp. 125. Price 76¢. To ministers 60c.

Address, A. H. Lewis, Aifred Center, N. Y.

Report from Bro. Strong. '

I cLosep my labors in the town of Leighton, April 12
I havelakored there in severaldistricts the most of my
time since December. Have baptized fifteen, and or-
ganized a church of twenty-eight members, which will
be known as the 8. D. Advemtist church of Leighton.
. Bro. James Picrce was chosen elder, and Ambrose
Slade, clerk. Also organized s. B. among them,
amounting to $171.60, and $140 00, are pledged to the
Michigan State Conference. Others are interested; and
attend regularly the Sabbath School and Bible Class
and no doubt will embrace the truthif the brethrenlive
up to their ealling. The brethren here are beginners
sand have many things to learn, and desire the labors of
the preaching brethren and the care of the Conference.

I have been blessed in trying to present the truth to
others; for which I feel to praise the Lord. And 1
wish to get still nearer the Lord, thai I may know more
of his power, and be able to bear some humble part in
the message. Prrnip 8TRONG.

Notioe. -

I wourp say to the brethren who may be going
through this place, that I should he plessed to have
them call on us at No. 20 Spring street. And if any

-of the preaching brethren can give us an appointment,

we will do the best we can to get them a hearing.

D. W. Jounson.
Springfield, Mass.

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.

CGOING WHEST.

LEAVE. MAIL, |DAY BXP, |[EVE. EXP,|[NIGHT EX.
Detroit,...oua| 6:85a.1.] 9:00a.M.) 6:00 P.20.| 9:30 p.1.
Battld Creek,(12:40p.:. | 1:47p.01.(11:38 p.0t.| 2:104.00.
Chicago, Ar've,| 7:40p.m.| 8:00p.M.| 6:804.11.] 9:004.M.
GOING HAST.
Chicago,......[ 5:00 A.n.| 8:00 a.m.| 5:15 p.x.| 9:00 p.11.
Battle Creek,{12:08 p,ym.} 1:47 p.1.)11:88 pooa.| 8:10 A1,
Detroit, Amrive) 6:06 p.M.| 6:30 p.31.| 8:45 A.m.| 8:00 A.m.

BGr Tryse traing all ran by Chicago time, which is fifteen min-
utes slower than Detroit time,

Aypointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Tue May Monthly Meeting, for St, Lawrence Co., N. Y

s,

“will be held in Chases Mills, instead of Norfolk, the 22d.

and 28d. “The ordinance of baptism will be administered
at that time. S. B. Wurney.
C. 0. Tavior,

————

Ox account of small-pox breaking out in the town of
Waterloo, Grant Co., Wis,, the Seventh-day Adventist
church_did not told their Quarterly Meeting, as was ap-

ointed to commence April 24. Therefore we now appoint
1t to commence June 12, and hold two days as onl%ws:
Prayer-meeting Sabbath morning, nine o’clock, Preaching
at 11. Recess, and meeting again. Preaching Sunday at 10
a.m.,andat4p.m. Wehopeall the scattered ones will make
an extra effort to he there. Comepraying the Lord to help
us to get ready to stand in the Judgment. We especiall
invite all from Brodtville and Tafton to come without fail,
and all others who can. 1. Saxsorn.

- Buginess Department,

Not Slothful in Business. Rom. xif, 11.

Business Notes.

Whuo 18 11?—80ome one sends us $10.00 *“to advance the cause,’
gli.tliout name or address. The envelop was post-marked, Bowne
ioch.

RECEIPTS.

For Review and Herald.

Annexed to each receipt in the following list, is the Volume and Num-
ber of the REview & HERALD TO which the money receipted pays—
whioh should correspond with the Numbers on the Pasters, If money for
the paper is not in due time acknowledged immediate notice of the omig~
sion should then be given.

$1.00 each. CE Cramer 34-9, 8 Bon 34-17, Church at Charlotte
for H 8hafer 84-1, A Shepard 38-10, 8 A Brundage 33-13, W Martin
88-17, Geo. W Brackert 85-20, A C Gilbert 34-23, H Harrington 85-19,
A L Ellis 84-16, M A Hiestand 33-9, R T Johnson 35-19, R S Johnson
35-19. 7 § Robinson 84-20, M. Farley 85-19, J R Oarhisle 85-1, L B Cur-
tis 856-1, J B Brown 35-19, A F Brown 85-19, P Tucker 35-19, Wm Har-
rison 85-19, David ¥ord 85-19, Wm@eall 34-19, H St Clair 34-19, M
Aderton 33-15, P G Lord 84-18, M J Clark 35-1, W Greenlee 85-1, J
M Witts 34-1.

$2.00 cach. JH Morrison 35-18, H Waltzer 35-17, J Carter
35-1, C 8 Olarke 85-18, Sarah Ineham 35-2, A Hoff 34.1, T Newman

*36-20. Mra D 8 Crandall 37-1,J M Kilgore 85-19. Margaret Wick 33-1,

M Currant 35-13, J Hebner 35-1, Mrs P W Cottrell 83-9, E Stevenson
85-1, J M Palmer 85-15, Kate Beckwith 35-19, I Colcord 35-1, O ¥ Al-
len 35-8, J M Ferguson 35-12, J Collins 85-1. B ¥ Curtis 35-1, N Hub-
bard 85-1, E Farrington 85-9, Ross Brown 84-12, R Hardy 3416, R F
Phippenny 347, Mrs B Lewis 38-1, Mrs M Clark 85-20,

Miscellaneous. B Morrison $4.00 35-18, C G Hayes 2.25 33-8,
Mary Victory 60c 34-19, Margaret Rodges 80c 34-19, Wm L Whitney
b0c 84-19, W W Jilz 5.00 36-9, T Butler 88¢c 34-15, Juhn Goodwin 4.00
86-1, L M Bodwell 5,00 36-14, E Degarmo 50¢ 35-15, John Snow 2.50
86-1, W 1 Gibson 8.20 85-5, Dr H 8 Lane 50c 34-20.

For Review to the Poor.
D. R. $2.00,

Cash Received on Accdunt,
H L Priest $1.50, C 8 Ciarke 8.50, B F Curtig 8,00,
Michigan Conference Fund.

Chutreh at Vorgennes $20.00, Bowne 12.£0, S8alem Center, Ind, 12,50,

Buaker Hill, 10.00, Orange, 25.00. .
Books S8ent by Mail.

A 8 Ameg 50c, J Carter 25¢, Hannah Clough 25¢, H P Wakeficld
$1,00, C J Doty 112, Nathan Davis 1.00, A C Kinney 25c, Lucinda
Gould 25¢, M H Palmer 25¢, J M Palmer 25¢, Libbie Johnson 26¢c, H
Y Croswell 26¢c, Z 8 Robinson 23¢c, ¥ & Washburn 50c¢, 8J Miller
80c, John Ferguson 12¢, Stephen Walker 50c, J M Ferguson 50c, Eld
G I Butler 75¢, H T Cagsiday 25¢, Mrs B M Kesney 25c, B P Field
820, Pavid Ford 20¢, Pliny Patten 1,00, T P Finch 20¢, A S Hutchins
5,00, Melinda Slayton 25¢, W I Gibson 40¢, A M Pillsbury 100, 80
Winslow 50c.

“Books Sent by Express.
A Hoenes 664 Tth 8t., Milwaukee, Wis., $5 00,
Shares in Publishing Association,
M M Andrews $10.00, Eld R F Andrews 10.00.
Received on Book and Tract Fand,
L Dahnos $10.00.
Receipts for Benevolent Fuand.
John Andrews $10.00, 0 W Terpenny 10,00, J W Andrews 16,00,
For California Mission.
J W Andrews $5.00, “ I.” $2.00.
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