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HOPE ON, HOPE EVER,

Hopx on, though darkest clouds arise,
Though angry billows roar;

Hope on, when lowering are the skies,
Vghen foztune s clouded o’er.

Hope on, when plul\ged in deepest woe,
hen fears your joys molest ;
Hope ever, and your heart shall know,

A holy, heavenly rest.

Hope ou, though friends indifferent seem,
ben from loved ones you part; :
Hope ever, something bright w1llgleam
Qer thy lone, sorrowing heart.

Hope still, thy Savicur waits to gwe
£p1 ize whieh fadeth never ;
Pe on, and happy thou shatt live
Forever and forever.

HOW THE SEPARATE EXISTENCE OF THE
SOUL CAME TO BE BELIEVED.

Ir the reader supposes that the first ideas which the
ancients had of the soul were the same as these popu-
lar among us now, he needs to be undeceived. The
jdéa that the soul, after the body dies, is an immortal,
immaterial, conscious, and active personality, which

goes immediately to Ieaven or hell, was not arrived at |. ;
ture Life,”

immediately, but is the result of the fancy, the imagi-
nation, the poetry, the philosophy, and the laws of
many ages. Ltis interesting to trace its gradual de-
velopment. The first idea that the ancients conceived
of the- soul "or spirit as existing separate from the
body after death, was that of a shadow, or shade, resem-
bling the body in shape, but larger in size. This shade
was fancied to be a very thin, misty, aerial, material
sybstance. = At first the shades of all, both good snd
‘bad, were said to be gathered together under ground in
hades, tartarus, or sheol. They were not permitted to
visit the upper world among the living. - They were
said to be in a dreamy, partially-sleeping condition.
_Gradually they were, by. poetic imagination, invested
with more life and intelligenco, and were assigued em-
ployments in hades like those theyled on earth, - Next,
s féw were said to come up from their dreary abode,
and appear to theliving. They represented hades to be
a damp, chilly, dismal place. They sighed to return to
earth. )

Gradually the scene changed with them to still more
activity, light, power, and intelligence, till 4 few priv-
ileged ones were raised to dwell on the surface of the
earth, then higher in the air, and at last to Heaven.
Here they were invested with mighty power as de-
-mons, demi-gods, and gods, to rule over the living.
-Finally, all the good were granted this privilege of go-

.ing.to Heaven. So it was with regard to the punish-

received from their fathers confirmed anew.”
.tian Theol.,” p."519: Even now, wishes, dreams, death-

ment of the wicked in hades.' At first, only a very few
were punished there; then certain crimes in all; at
length all the wicked were punished there at death.
But this change i in the minds of the people was very
slow, and reached dver a period of many ages. Abun-

| dance of testimony could be nﬁ'ered on these points;

but I shall only offer & fow here. The origin of many
of thege ideas i3 thus stated by Alger
of many notions touching a future state, found in

literature, is to be traced to those rambling thoughts
'and poetic reveries with which even the most phil-

osophical minds, in certain moods, indulged them-
selves.” «Two general sources have now been de-
soribed of the barbarian conception in relation to &
future state.
nestrecollection of the dead; sympathy, regret, and
reverence for them, leading the thoughts and heart to
gropeafter them, to brood over the possibilities of their
fate, and to express themselves in rites and emblems,
Secondly, the niythological or arbitrary ereations of the
imagination when it is set strongly to work, a8 it must
be by the splemn phenomens associated with death.

: “The origin’

First, the natural operation of an ear--

a warrior’s wounds. The sword passes through its
uninjured form as through air. It is to the body what
a_dream is to waking action. Retammg the ahape,
the lmea.ments, and motion, the man had in lee, it is
immediately recognized upon appearing. It quits fhe
body with much reluctance, leaving that warm and vig-

orois investiture for a c¢hilly and forceless exxstenoe. ‘
It glides &long without noise, and very swiftly, like a
shadow. It is unable to enter the lower kingdom
and be at peace until its deserted body has been bu-
ried with sacred.rites; meanwhile, naked and sad,
it flits restlessly about the gates, uttering doleful
moans.” “Doctrine of & Future Life,” pp. 175, 176.
Thus the happiness of the soul was intimately conneoted
with that of the body. With regard to the gradual
development of their ideas of hell, ghosts, &c., he
says, ¢ First, then, from a study of the Greek mythol-
ogy we find all the dead a dull populace of ghosts—
fluttering through the neutral melancholy of hades
without discrimination. And finally we dxscern‘m the
world of the dead, & sad middle region, with a-Para-.
dise on the right hand, and a hell on the left the

Bat heywmmmwmvmmmmwwwmme moorrupm.ble judges, who

“is, directly related to the mattes, and worthy of sepa-

rate illustration, 4 curious action of the mind, which
has been extensively experienced, and fertile of results.
It is the peculiar example of the an¢onscious xmparta-
tion of objective existence to mental ideas. With the

.| death of the body, the man .does not cease to live in
“the remembrance, the imagination, and the heart, of

his surviving friends. By an unphllosophlcal confu-
sion, this internal image is credited as an external ex-
istence. The dead paks from their customary haunts
in our society to the imperishable domain of ideas.”
“Fancy and reason thus set at work, speedily con-
struct a thousand theories filled with. details. Desire
fathers thought, and then thought woos belief.” ¢« Fu-
pp- 81, 88!

. This was the real origin of the notion that the soul
lives after the body dies—imagination and desire. Dr.
Knapp, in accounting for this doctrine among the an-
cients, says: ¢ They had dreams, in whlch the dead ap-
peared to them sp?akin’g and acting; and in this way
they found their wishes and the traditions they had
« Chris-

bed scenes, &c., are the best proof which many have
for the unmortahty of the soul,

- With regard to the first conception of the abode and
condition of departed spirits, Dr. Knapp remarks:

¢ Far more general was.the opinion among the ancient

nations that the abode of departed.spirits is under the
earth ; because the dead are laid beneath the gronnd,
and their body returns to the dust. The souls then
separated from their bodies were regarded as a sort of
aerial beings, or shades. Taken as a whole, the an-
cient Fastern nations and the Greeks agreed on this
point.”’  Ibid, p..524.

The following gives a good general idea of ancient
thoughts with regard to the state of the dead. - It will
be noticed that they all regarded the soul material.
““The disembodied soul, as conceived by the Greeks,

:and after them by the Romans, is material, hut ‘of so

‘thin a contexturé that it cannot be felt with the hands.
It is exhaled with the dying breath, or issues through

appoint the mew-comers their places in accordance
with their deserts.” .Jbid, p. 119Y.

A gradual but constant change, or, if it sounds becber
to modern ears, improvement, in the ;deas of all the
ancient nations with regard to the-condition of souls in
Lades and tartarus, is clearly discernible. 1. AN,
good and bad, went to hades alike. 2. A few of the
worst of men were punished in tartarus. 3. Next,
certasin crimes were punished there, whoever com-
mitted them, 4. And, finally, it was the place where
all ihe wicked were punished. 5. So of the good.
At first only a few heroes and: great men were re-
warded in Elysium; then a large class; and finally all
the righteous, These facts are clearly stated by Dr.

‘Geo. Christian Knapp, D.'D., in his lectures on Chris- |

tian Theology, now so extensively read. He says,
«Both the Hebrews and Greeks describe this wnder -
world as a great kingdom, and both use the phrase, .
gates of death, or hades. Cf. Homer.
ing to theideas of men inthe earliest ages, the shades of
the good and bad dwell together, without any distinc-
tion or any marked separation. Thus it is where.sheol
[?] is introduced in the Old Testament—e. g., Isa. xiv, -
where there is a kind of distinction of rank, and kings
sit upon thrones; but where nothing definite and clear

is said respecting a distinction in the places of the .|
pious and the wicked. Thus in Homer, too, even |

those who are punished are in the same place with the
other shades.” * Odys,,” xi, 570, seq.-

¢« But, after a time, those places in the ]ower world
were divided, and the residences of thé righteous and
the wicked were conceived of as separate.” -Sect. 150,

-pp. 524-526. "One important fact cannot fail to be ob- ‘

served, viz.: Instead of the ancients having among
them, on the start, a cléar and well-defined doctrine of
the immortality of the soul, and the consgious state of
the dead, these ideas have gradually grown up among °
them, not from an early and clear tradition, but from
the causes already given, and.others to be named.
Thig is an important fact in our. inquiry, and should
be well weighed. -

" Another cause which greatly aided the development

Here, accord- -
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of early eomceptions concerning the state of the dead,
was poets and poetry. These have always bad a great
influence ip shaping the ideas and traditions of rude
nations. No gitbject evex‘ furnished a bétter theme for
poetie fictfon ‘snd iaginbtion than that of the state
and condition of meén after ddhth; and in none has
greater liberty of fancy been taken than in this. Who-
ever wishes proof of this may look into the pages of Ho-
mer, Milton, Virgil, Dante, &c. These poets have given
loose reins to their warm imaginations, to revel in the
most horrid sgenes. - These productions havé been ea-
gerly listened to by the people, and the effoct has been
marked and lasting. These poets were the ones who
first tanght the ancient heathen their religious tenets.
Thus writes Herodotus: “ For I am of opinien that
Hesoid and Homer [poets] lived four bundred years
before iy tinve, and mot more, and these were they
who framed the theogeny for the Greeks, and gave
names to the gods, and assigned to them honors and
arts, and declared #hezr several forms.”” ¢ Herod.
Euterp.,” ii, 53, p. 116.

Another cause, and, perhaps, the chief one, whxch
aided in developing and supporting a belief in this doc-
trme, was the #iterest and quthority of priests and lawgiv-
¢rs. Commonly theése twe offices were united in one
person. Of course, the more importance the priests
could attach to the soul, and to rewards and pumsh-
ments after death, the greater influence would they
bave with the people, and the more readily would they
support them. Hence their interest was to build up this
octrine ot every opportunity; and history shows that
from the Bgyptians to the Roman Cathelic priests they
havenot been slack in doing this, So, also, the magis-
teate found that it greatly aided him in eontrolling the
people, sud in keeping them under by ¢ threatening them
with the wrath of the gods, and future torments for dis-
obedience tohislaws. < Hende, also,” says Dr. Horne,
«the most celebrated legislators of antiguity, as
Zoroaster, Mines, Pythagoras, Solon, Ly¢urgus, Numa,
&e., &e., all thought it necessary to profess some in-
teicourse with Heaven, in order to give the greater
sanction totheir Iaws and institutions, notwithstand-

ing many of them ‘were armied With secnlst power.”
| mewiosiewiim o f, p. 18 Hence he also united

his interest with the priest in helping forward this doc-
trine. Voh‘zmes m:ght be, #nd have been, written, show-
ingthat this was the ease. The verylearned Bishop War-
burton, in bis ¢ Divine Legation of Moses Demonstrated
in Nine Books,” has-abundantly proved by copious
guotations from ancient writers, that what was said
-about the infernal regions, Elysium, &o., was all in-
vented by the priests and lawgivers to frighten the
“people, and keep them in subjection. Teo him and oth-
erg the reader is referred, while I shall eontent my-
gelf with offering only aféw short testimonies. That
great historian and geographer, Strabo, thus gives the
reason why ‘hell ‘torments were invented by the law-
giverd. He also shows the influemce poets have had
in'the matter. He writés thus: ** 8o numbers of our
citizens are incited to deeds of virtue by the beauties
. of Table, when they heard the poets in & strain of en-
‘fhusiasm, recording noble setions, such as the labors of
'Hercules or Theseus, -and the honors bestawed on-them
by ‘the gods, or even when they sée -paintings, soulp-
‘tures, of ﬁgures bearing their romantic evidence t6 such
évents. In the sanve wa.y they ‘arevestrained from vie-
‘{6izs courses, When t.hey ihink thay have received from
‘thegods, by oracles ‘or'some other Thvisible intimations,
thrests, fenaces, ot chastisements, or even if-theyonly
believe they Have befallen othiers. The great mans of
‘Women ahd comimoen peocple eanmot be indused, by
mere foree of reason, to devote themselves to piety,
virtue, '‘and honesty; superstition must therefore be
-employed, and evén this is insufficient without the aid
of ‘the marvelous and the terrible. For what are the
thunderbolts, the wmgis, the trident, the torches, the
dragons, the barbed thyrses, the srms.of the gods,
‘and -wil-‘the paraphernalia of ‘antique theology, but
* ifubles employed by the founders of States, as bugbears to
‘frighten timoroys minds. Such was mythology. “ Strae
bo,” b. i, cliap. i, see. 8, p. 30,

Yes, indeed, such it was—a masg of frightful fables
and bugbears to scare the people into submission. Of
the ancient Brahming, this writer says, ¢ They invent
fables hlso'after the manner of Plato, on the immortal-

‘it

ity of the soul, and on the punishments in hades, and
other things of the kind.” *¢8trabo,” vol, iii, b. xv,
chap. i, see. 59. What Plato aud others said about
the immottality of the Soul, punishments in hades, &o.,
were understood to be only fables, Another eminent
Greek historian, Polybius, B. ¢. 208, bears a similar
testimony, thus: ¢ Since the multitude i8 ever fickle,
full of lawless desires, irrational paseions, and vio-
lence, there is no way to keep them in order, but by
fear and terror of the invidible world; on which ae-
count our ancestors seemed to me to have acted judi-

ciously, when they contrived t¢ bring into the popular |-

belief these notions of the gods, and of the infernal
regions.” B. vi. 56. Dr. Horne bears this testimony
« Yor, though the poets have preitily fancied, and
bave portrayed in beautiful and glowing verse, the
joys of Elysium, or a place and state of bliss, and the
miséries of tartarus, or hell; and though the ancient
phxlosephers and legxslators were sensible of their im-
portance to society, and also of the necessity of the doc-
trine of future punishwments, yet they generé.lly’dis-
carded them as vain and superstitious terrors.” ¢ In-
troduction,” vol. i, p. 18. Watson says the same.

“Theo, Inst.,” vol. i, part first, chap. vi, p. 84. Says
Warburton, ¢ They enforced the baliéf of a future state
of rewards and punishments, by every sort of contriv-
ance.”” Alger truthfully observes, ¢ The doctrine of
the soul’s survival and transferance to anether
world, where its experience depends on conditions ob~

.gerved or violated here, conditions somewhat in the

control of a select clags of men here—such & doctrine
is the very hiding place of the powers of priestoraft,
a vast engine of inierest and sway which the shrewd
insight of priesthoods has often devised, and the cun-
ning policy of States subgeribed.” ¢ Future Life,”
pp- 89, 40. Theabove author thus sums up the causes
which operated to establish the heathen nations in
these doctrines: ¢ Finally,”” says he, “by the com-
bined power, first, of natural conscience affirming a
future distinction between the good and the bad; sec-
ondly, of imperfect conceptions of God as a passion-
ate avenger ; thirdly, of the licentious fancies of poets,
drawing awful imaginative pictures of future wo; H
fourthly, of the cruel spirit, and the ambitious plans
of selfish priesthoods; and, fifthly, of the harsh and
relentless theories of conforming metaphysicians,—the
deetrine of hell, as a located place of manifold, terrific
physical tortures, drawing in vast majorities of the
human race, became established in the human creeds
and enthroned as an orthodox dogma.” ¢Doctrine
of a Future Life,” p. 512,

Having by these means invested the spirits of the
dead with an imaginary existence, the next step was
to provide a habitation for them while absent from
their bodies.
tachment to their old materialisiic traditions, and their
utter ignorance of any purely spiritual, immaterial be-
ing. They supposed that, in order for the soul to live,
it must be connected with some animal body.  The
soul came into Yife connected with'a haman body, which
it relunctantly leaves at death fof a certain period till
the body shall live again, when the soul will return to
But what is lhe‘hrabritatidn ‘of the soul during this
juterval? The idea of the fransmigration of souls was
Tuekily hit upon to £11 this want, ~This doétrine ig, that
when the soul leaves the dying body it imniddiately

“passes into another body which happers to ‘be born at

just that moment. When this body ‘also dies, the soul
takes possesgion of another body, and so goes onchdng-
ing bodies till its cyele of transmigrationsis ended, and
it returns to its place of habitation. 'This idea origi-
nated very early in the history of the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul. Of transmigration of souls,
the “New American Cyclopedia® says: ¢ Theidea be-
}ongs to the oldest religions'of India and Egypt, and
is one (of the eaxliest-forms in which the doctrine of
immortality appears.” ¢ Aceording to Herodotus, the
Egyptians were the first to entertain this doctrine.”
Art. Metempsychosis, These faets are-imporiant, and
should be well conaidered. We have seen that em-
balming bodies was the first form in which immortality
was held by the -ancients. The next step in the de-
velopment of this dootrine was. that theé soul could
live.without this body, by being connected with some

other body. "This was-a very important improvement

Here again they showed their strong at- .

' would remain in him no longer.

indeed, This was ““one of the earlest forms’ in whieh
the immortality of the soul began to be taught. Bun-
sen, as guoted before, says, The Egyptians were the
first who tanght the doctrine of the immortality of the
soul, & fact mentioned by all Greek  writers from Her-
odotus to Aristotle, and one brilliantly confirmed by
the monuments. A belief of the transmigration of the
human soul into the bodies of animals, which was cen-
nected with it, is, as far as we can gleam from the myth-
ology of Asia, an Egyptian provineialism.”—< Egypt’s
Place in Universal Hist.,” vol. iv. p. 639.

Thus it will be seen that these two doctrines, viz.,
the survival of the soul after death, and its transmi-
gration into other bodies, were inseparably connected
at first, and both originated in Egypt. In those early
times they had not yet conceived the idea that the soul
could livé a moment unless connected with some ani-
mal body. This appears to be the true idea which
originated.the doctrine of the transmigration of seuls.
All souls, both good and bad, alike partook in this
transmigration. At first the idea of rewards or pun-
ishments does not seem to bave been connected with
it. It was a natural condition to which all were sub-
ject. Afterwards this was refined and improved upon
very much, -as we shall see. On this point the Jearned
Dr. Knapp remarks: ¢ Originally this transmigration
of souls wag net regarded as a matter of retribution, or -
as a means of purification. This turn was not given
to the doetrine until a period of higher culiivation.”
¢« Christ. Theol ,” sec. 150, p. 523. We shall notice
other improvements that were made in this doctrine
gradually, and by different individuals.

‘ D. M. CaNriGuT.

CHILDREN OF GOD.

“Tury are . . . . the children of God, being the
children of the resurreetion.” Luke xx, 86. ¢ Who-
goever is barn of God sinneth not; but he that is be-
gotten of God keepeth himself, and that wisked one
toucheth him net.” 1 John v, 18

Manyclaim, from thesetwo texts, that we are begotien
of God in this world, and borr of God in the resurrec-
tion. A right understanding of this subject leads into
a right understanding of many other subjeets. There-
fore I would vemark:

1. The words begotten and born in 1 Jobn ii, 9, and
chap. v, 18, are translated from one and the same orig-
inal word. Likewisein 1 Peter i, 3, and verse 28, it is
the same original word with the prefix ‘ again.”
Now these words are rendered ¢ born” every time in
the Danish versiom. Likewise in Luther's German
translation. What authority have we to give two dif-
ferent meanings to the same original word, in the same
verse, applied to the same thing? This seems to be a
parallel case to Mark viii, 35; 86, where the same orig-
inal word is rendered, first hfe, and then eou] leav-
ing the reader to draw wrong conclusions.’

James i, 18, is anether word in the original, droxvew :
‘bring forth; beget; to adopt; assume as one’s child.
Greenfield. It seems to me that the last two defini-
tions convey. the true. 1dea, in perfect harmony with
the Seriptures.

“ Whosoever is born of God sinneth not.” Why so?
Because he ¢ keepeth himself.” It is evident that the
only way a child of -God overcomes sin is by keeping
himgelf. Watch, pray, and work. As long ashe does
this, God’s seed (or-word of truth, 1 Peter i, 28, 25,)
“remsineth in him: ‘and He eannct -sin.” - But if ke
ghould ’&epaprt from the truth, then the seed, or truth,
Then ‘he could net
resist sin.

2. The resurrectxon cannot make any one'a Hteral
¢hild of God, any more than the creation could ‘make

‘Adam o Yitéral ohild of God. A literal birth is-a Yiv-

-ing oreature’s bringing forth anether living creature of
its own kind. The ereation, a8 well a8 the resurrec-
tion, regemhles a birth in some respects, and is, there-
fore, represented by the spme word. But this is us-
ing the word in a-figurative, and not in a strietly literal,
sense. Adam-is called the son of God. Luke iii, 88.
He came forth from the dust, by the hand of the Cre-
ator, free from sin, spotless and pure, So, likewise,
those who are raised in the first resurrection, come
forth boly-and pure, and are made ¢ partakers -of the
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divine nature. 2 Peter i, 4 Thie is not by virtue of
the resurrection merely, but also by virtue of their
obedienée. Rom. ii, 7. And that obedience they
were enabled to render, only through the merey of God,
he having providedfor them ¢ all things that pertainutito
life and godliness.” 2 Peteri, 3. So, likewise, would
Adem have obtained immortality if he had cbeyed
God. Gen. iii, 22 Adam was the son of God, with-
out obtaining immortality, by virtue of his ereation.
And, if he had not sinned, he would have been the son
of God, both by virtue of ¢reation and obedience.

‘80 may we become sons of God, béfore the resurrec-
tion, by obedience; and being obedient to the end,
we shall also be children of God in the resurrection.
In Luke xx, 36, Christ was reasoning ooncerning the
resurrection. Abraham is now dead. Godstyles him-
gelf the God of Abraham., He ig not the God of the
dead, but of the living. Therefore Abraham must be
raised to life again, ¢ They are . . . the children of
Grod, being the children of thé resurrection.” They
never could be the children of God in the kingdom if
they were not raised to life again. Therefore they
shall be raised to immoriality. Then they cannot die
any more.

8. Christ is the only literal Son of God. ¢ The only
begotten of the Father.” John i, 14, He is God be-
cause he is the Son of God ; not by virtue of his resur-
rection. If Christ is the only begotten of the Father,
then we cannot be begotten of the Father in a lit-
eral sense. It can only be in a secondary sense of
the word. Moreover, we have all gone astray from
God. Isa lifi, 6. Therefore we can never be any
more than adopted children here, nor hereafter.

We were aliens and foreigners, picked up from]

among a rebellious and d‘eéraded family, end finally
become naturalized as citizens’ of the New Jerusalem.
Even in the first resurrection we come forth from the

old mother earth, and when we step into the heavenly

city, we come from that old country.

4. We are now the adopted sons of God on proba-
tion, and in the resurrection we{shall be the immortal
sons of God. “For as many as are led hy the Spirit
of God they are the sons of God. Ye have re-
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. [We could not say Father, except we were
born.] The spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God. And if chil-
dren, then heirs,”” Rom. viii, 14-17. Speaking about
the Gentiles who receive the gospel, he says they shall
«be called the children of the living God.” Rom. ix,
26. As many a8 have put on Christ are ‘“children of
God by faith'in Christ Jesus.” Gal. iii, 26, 27. Do
the children of the devil now fully exist? Yes, in-
deed! Elymas, the sorcerer, was pronounced by Paul
a “child of the devil.” Aets xiii, 10, Jesus ealls the
devil the father of the unbelieving Jews; John viii;
and the scribes and Pharisees children of hell. The
unbelieving are ¢ children of disobedience,” and
s«children of wrath.”” Eph.ii, 2, 3. And so were we
by nature. - Now what does all this mean, children of
the devil, of wrath, of disobedience, &e¢.? Not that

we are literal children of the devil by nature, for we.

are neither begotten nor born of him literally. But it
simply means that we are subject to the devil, subject
to wrath, hell, &e. If we obey the devil, it makes us
children of the devil; just so when we obey God, it
makes us children of God. ¢In this the children of
God are manifest and the children of the devil” 1
John iii. .

The words child, children, song, &c., seem only to be
uged to illustrate the relation we sustain to God when
we gerve him. Like the branches grafted into the ol-
ive tree; Rom. xi; or the branches of the vine;
John xv. ¢I am the vine, ye are the branches.” A
brahch -draws nourishment from the tree. So does a
a child from the mother; so the children of God from
Christ. The branches are purged to bring forth much
fruit. The child is trained to obedience and good
manners. The children of God are trained in the
school of experience and adversity, sanctified by the
word and the Spirit, that they may bring forth fruit.
We are ¢illed children of light, because we believe or
follow after the trath. John xii, 36.

Are we not children of God in the same sense, be-

lieving in God and following him ? Eph v, 8. Then as
long as we obey God here, we are his children. And
when we obtain immortality, we are alse his children,
all by adoption. Rom. viii, 28. ¢ Waiting for “the
a.doptlon to wit, the redemption of our body. 7 Here
the resurrection is said to be the adophon And in
verses 14 and 15 he represents us as adopted sons of
God as soon a8 we begin to serve God. Therefone we
are adopted children of God, both- he¥e and in the
world to come. IHere, on probation; there, in glory;
here, in weakness; theve, in power; here, in corrup-
tion; there, in incorruption. ¢ Beloved, now arewe the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we'shall see him as he is.” 1 John
iii, 2. JoHN MATTESON.

THE BIBLE IN HOUSEHOLD DUTY—THE
FAMILY CIRCLE.

“Tms Book of books I'd rather.awn
Than all the gold or gems
That e’er in monarch’s coffers shone-—
Than all their diadems;
Nay, were the seas one chrysollte,
'he earth a golden ball,
And diadems all. the stars of m%'ht,
This Book were worth them

“Yes, yes, this blessed Book is worth

All else to mortals given;

For what are all the joys of earth
Compared. to joys of Heaven?

Thls ig the guide our Father gayve

To lead to realms of day-—

A star whose luster gilds the gmve~
‘The light, the life, the way.””’

Friends, parents, teachers, children, do' you take
the blessed Bible, and embrace it, clagp it-to your
bosoms as Heaven's best gift? 1Isit yourdelight, your
counsel, your hope, your joy, your exceeding great re-
ward? . Do you enmibrace it with your whole heart,
saying, ¢“Oh, how love I thy law! it is my meditation
all the day;” ¢ Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path ?”

““What glory ilds the qacred age,
Magestw lxkegthe sun!” . pege,

IN FAMILY GOVERNMENT.

‘Fathers, mothers, are you influenced by this Book
of bodks in family government, in ¢rearing the ten-
der thought,” and fixing right principles? Do
you open this, sacred volume reverenhally, morning,
noon, at even-tide, in your closets, at the family 2l
tar? Do you impart instruction from this heavenly
guide to your little ones, rising up, lying down, going
out, coming in? Parents, beloved, do you teach the
words of the living God diligently to your children?
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, when you lie down and when
you rise up? Do you bind them for & sign upon your
hand, place them as frontlets between your eyes,
s write them upon the posts of your house, and on
your gates” (Deut. vi, 7-9), that your offspring, like
little Timothy, may become wise unto salvation from.
their early childhood ?: “ The law of the Lord is per-
fect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord
is sure, making wise the simple:” Whenever your
sons or your daugbters err in the least from virtue’s
path, purity of thought, word, or deed, do you invari-
ably point them to the < thus saith the Lord?” If ever
they speak aught but truth in the heart, the inmost
soul, in- honest simplicity and godly fear, what now?.
to-the Light and the Life—the Book of books—the
authority of the Infinite, the Omnipotent. Do you
say to them what the law and the testimony. saith,
touching falsehood, deceii, or prevarication, that the
slightest, minutest deviation from strict rectitude, hon-
est integrity of purpose, and guileless simplicity, pro-
ceedeth directly and uniformly from the devil, the old
gerpent, the father of all liars; and the awful doom
which follows, the one follows the other, that ¢all
liarg-shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone ?” Rev. xxi, 8.

Do your little ones ever manifest the least possible
inkling of disobedience, self-will; or insubmission to
wholesome parental discipline? do you immediately
open the big book—the Book of books—and diréet
their attention forthwith to the fearful, awful, terrible,

| easier as it is {0 obey God rather than man.

rentg in the Lord, for this is right.”-

-with the Bible. "

judgments denounced against children who honor not

their father and their mother, that he ‘‘that curseth
his father or his mother, shall surely be put to death.”
“The eye that mocketh ai his father, and despiseth
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick
it out, and the young eagles shalleat it?”” Prov. xxx,
17. Are your children in anywise indolent, inactive,
disposed to sluggishness, to habits of idleness or dissi-
pation? Do you show them the mandate of ‘high
Heaven, what ig recorded from the inspiration of the
Holy One, touching idlers, those who ory, *¢Yet a little
sleep, & little slumber, a little folding of the hands to
sleep !” .that ¢ slothfulness casteth into & deep sleep?”
¢ the desireé of the slothful killeth him 2’ ¢ Go 4o the
ant, thou- sluggard; consider-her ways and be wise,”
To the word omnipotent, omnipresent, in every instance
of non-conformity to the law of love, inm great folks
and little folks, to the law aud the testimony at the
slightest deviation from things pure, lovely, angelic,
open the Book of books, hear Jehovah speak, the Lord

| of lords, King of kings.

God’s authority is supreme, infinitely above all hu-
man authority or enaciments; it settles all questions
at once. When God _speaks, let the earth tremble,
“gtand-in awe, sin not’’—all Heaven be silent. ¢ Let
all the earth fear the Lord; let all the-inhabitants of
the earth stand in awe of him.” Psa. xxxiii, 8. Once
fix the idea of the terrible, merciful, gracious, . glori-
ous, authority of the great I AM clearly aud indelibly
in the minds and hearts of children, and the. work of
digeipline is measurably done, and well done. .

Would we train up. the children aright, we must
train them in accordance with the divine requirements.
The -man of our counsel must be the unerring word of
truth. If we are Christ’s, we shall seek to measure
our conduct by his word, and equally anxious should we
be to measure, or to have measured, the conduct of our
children by his word. Whatever parents mey require,
or whatever they may forbid, should be in conformity
with the instructions given them by their great teacher
—God. Let this be done, and let children see.it, and

1 feel it; and then how infinitely more sasy it will be to

induce them to walk in the right way! Yes, as much

Here the

| authority 19 stamiped with-tHe broad seal of Heaven,

and is as much higher than that of parents merely, as
Heaven is higher than earth, as the authority of the
Infinite, the Uncreated, the Eternal, is higher than
that of finite, created beings of yesterday.

Among the first lessons taught children from the
Bible, those relating to parental obedience seem es-
pecially to claim attention. When the fact that God
requires. children te obey their parents is well estab-
lishedin their minds, a very important object is gained.
Will they not listen with fearful attention, with filial
confidence, when told_that God says, ¢ Hearken unto
thy father that has begotten thee, and despise not thy
mother when she is old.” ¢ Children, obey your pa-
<t Honor thy
father and mother (which is the first commandment
with promise), that it may be well with thee; and that .
thou mayest live long on the earth.” ¢« Children, obey
your parents in all things; for this is well pleasxng
unto the Lord 3’

Then, when reminded that obeymg their purents is
not only right, but well plessing unto the Lord, that
with it is connected the promise of long life and well-
being, and that disobedience is connected with fearful
denuneciations, when told these things, will they not
feel that, with all the heart, they will seek to render
cheerful and ready obedience?

Parents, in training your little ones, take the Blble,
begin with the Bible, keep on with the Bible, end
Let the Bible be first, midst, last,
always. . C '
“How pure the sacred words of truth!

The lﬁessed Book to guide our’ youth-

Given by our Father and our God,
To guxde to Heaven through Josus’ hlood.”

-—-b Immg Light.

REdkET not a golden age that is behmd There is
one before, and it beckons you. Its rewards are not for
‘the idle, but for the brave heart disciplined to toil.

‘Tuzra is no medium between pleasing God and dis-
pleasing him, and if we have not his approbauon we
shall assuredly have his ourse. . .
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THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT.

““ANp that knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep; for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent,
the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put ou the armer of light.”’
Rom. xiii, 11, 12,

The day which is represented as at hand, is evidently
the day of deliverance to the people of God. The
night, which is far spent, represents the period of
man’s probation ; the time during which the people of
God sojourn in the earth in its state of subjection to
the curse. It is the whole period from the expulsion
of our first parents from Paradise, till the overcomere’
return to Paradise, never to lose it again. It isalong
night, but the morning shall at last chase away its
gloom. It is the night of weeping. The morning
shall bring everlasting joy. Ps. xxx, 5. This morn-
ing, wheu *‘the Just One”’ shall begin his rule, shall
be a morning without clouds. 2 Sam. xxiii, 8, 4.
This night of sin and death is one perpetnal watch for
the church of Christ. The world uses this night for
sleep and for drunkenness. 1 Thess. v, 4-8. It is
the business of the church to watch and be sober.
The church must watch through the whole night. But
it is only as the night is actually giving place to the
morniug, that the tokens of coming day indicate to the
watchers that their hopes are about to be realized.
Till then, they have to watch without being dble to
tell very clearly the time of night. And so the people
of God, weary with long watching, call out with anx-
ious cry, < Watchman, what of the night? Watchman,
what of the night? The watchman said, The morn-
ing cometh, aud also the mght- if ye will i mqmre, in-
quire ye; return, come.” Isa. xXxi, 11 12. The
watchman ‘assures the inguirers that the day shall
finally dawn, and encourages them to ask again. And
this is a virtual pledge that he will, in answer to his
questious, report every token of coming day that he
is able to discover. He ‘makes one statement worthy
of particular observation. The night comes as well
as the morning. The preseat is the day of probation.
If men will hear the voice of Christ, ¢ while it is
oalled to-day,” they may be saved. But when this is

past, then comes the night, to the wicked, in' which

noue can work the works of God. John ix, 4." But
the present is our night, and when it is exded the
“morning without clouds,” the morning of joy breaks
upou our delighted vision. So the one class finds a
night of unutterable anguish, just where the other
‘hails with infinite joy the long-hoped-for morning.
The rest of the church and the distress of the.foe come
at the same time.

Paul tells us that ‘“the night is far speut, the day is
at hand.” Thank God, for that good word. Our sal-
vation is uearer than when we believed. But step,
says the objeotor; Paal said this eighteen hundred
years ago, If it was far spent eighteen hundred years
ago, no one can tell that another like period may not
elapse before the day shall actually come. Perhaps
jt would be a proper answer were I to reply tliat Panl
often speaks to the church in a prophetic capacity, a8,
for instance, 1 Thess. iv, 15, 17; v, 1-4; 1 Tim. iv,
1; 2 Tun. iii; and that he is addressing the people of
God from a prophetic stand-point, where the day of
God is about to open. It is evident that he speaks in
this capacity when he numbers himself with those who
shall be alive at the coming of Jesus. The ¢“we”
thus brought to view, being that part of the church
that, standing as the representatives of all the people
of God, shall finish out this lonug night of watchmg,
and welcome the coming of “the perfect day.” * Prov.
iv, 18, But I shall say no such thing to an objector.
Yeot even he ought to see that his objection is sophisti-
cal, 4. e., it consists wholly of false reasoning. For if
this kind of reasoning proves anything, it proves that

the nearer we get to an event the farther it is from us.
Any reagoning by which we may prove an absurdity
is manifestly false reasoning. Thus to continne this
style of reasoning: The apostle said that the day was
at hand and the night far spent eighteen hundred years
sinee; therefore, for aught we can tell, another like
period may elapse. Let us suppose five hundred years
more to elapse without the advent of Jesus. This same
questiou being raised, the objector would say, Twenty-
three hundred years have passed since Paul said the
night was far spent; who eaun tell why another twenty-
three hundred years'may not intervene between us and
the day of God? Who cannot see that this kind of
reasoning is deceptive and false? We must be getting
nearer the grand event, year by year; yet the lapse of
time only makes the event more remote from us.
What, then, did Paul really teach, and what is the
trne method of reasoning from his words? Common

_sense, an article so rare that the name seems inappro-

priate, would seem plainlty to suggest the following as
the reasonable and just view of this text: As the uight
evidently covers the whole peried of our earth’s con-
tinnance in its present state, in other words, as the
night represents the time of probation and affliction to
the people of God, for Paul to bg justified in saying
that the night is far spent, the greater part of the en-
tire period must be in the past. This is certainly a
reasonable, just, and necessary couclusion. Thus if
two-thirds of the entire period had-elapsed, then the
night itself was far spent though Paul could not live
to see the dawning of the day. How much time had
elapsed when Paul wrote these startling words? Nearly
forty-two hundred years! How muchhaselapsedsince?
about eighteen hundred! Then it follows that the
dawning of the day is immediately upon us. More
than two-thirds of the six thousaud years of human
probation.were then past. The remainder is nearly
full! Whether human probation covers yust six thou-
sand years or uot,.the meost careful study of the Bible
shows that it cannot vary much therefrom. Probably
it is the very limit assigned. But waiving this, Panl’s
words do show that the day of Ged is certainly at hand.
What was near, compared with the whole period of the
night in the time of Paul, is, by that very fact, proved
to he now emphatically at hand. Then, surely, it is
time for us to awake out of sleep. The dreadful day
draws near. Probatioun is about to close. Our fellow-
men all around us are unprepared. Our own prepa-
ration is uot complete. Some-have hardly made a fair
commencenient. Probably a very large proportion of
our number fail to make daily progress in the great
work. Oh, terrible mistake is this! Shall our Lord
‘come and find ns thus? Shallthe close of our brief,
remaining probation bring us to the morning of eternal
Jjoy or to the night of utter darkness and despair?

DAVID THE MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART.

InvinkLs are never weary of repeating the declara-

tion that David was & mau after God’s own heart, and
yet he was guilty of crimes that .are of the most out-
breaking character, It is certain that David did com-
mit great wickeduess-in the case of Uriah, and that
he did thereby give great occasion to the enemies of
the Lord to blaspheme. This great transgression is
uot covered up by the sacred writers, nor is it in any
way excused. On the contrary, the terrihle denuncia-
tion of the prophet Nathan is placed on record, and
the whole subsequent history of David shows how
completely that prophetic denunciation was accom-
plished in the judgments which came upon him. Read
2 Sam. xi-xxiv; 1 Kings i; ii. Even David himself
placed ou record, for all future time, a most humble
confession of his great transgression.
" But infidels are inexcusable in the use they make
of the case of David. Either they do not know the
facts in the case, and therefors should not attempt to
handle them ; or if they do know, they are utterly un-
candid in then' presentation of them.

David was called a man after God’s own heart, not
in conuection with his crime, but & long time prior to it.
The expression is found in only oue place in the 0ld
Testament, and that in connection with the announce-
ment, to Sanl that the kingdom should be given to an-
other man. Thus Samuel said to him:

¢ But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the Lord
hath sought him & man after his own heart, and the
Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his peo-
ple, becguse thon hast not kept that which the Lord
commauded thee.”” 1 Sam:. xiii, 14, These words are
quoted by Paul in Acts xiii, 22,

When these words were uttered respecting Da.v1d
there was not one blemish on his character. It is
therefore very unreasonable to nse them as though ut-
tered in-conuection with his transgression, which oc-
curred many years later. The sin of David is to be
greatly deplored, but it is inexensable and wicked to
represent him ag & man after God’s own heart, while
guilty of great crime before him, Next to David's
guilt in this matter must be placed the guilt of those
who represent the God of the Bible as pleased with
such conduct. Indeed, it may well be doubted whether
that the wickedness of such misrepresentation is not
as great as that of David. It is an awful act of wick-
eduess to make the God of Heaven responsible for the
erimes of those who trangress his law.

JEALOUSY.

THis is one of the evil elements of fallen nature. .
It is that principle which causes men to suspect evil,
even in their best friends. It finds wrong where none
exists, It even construes good deedsin such a light
that they appear as grievous wrongs. It is always
watching for a slight, and it never watches in vain.
If the act npon which it siezes isoue of perfectinunocencs,
then it so construes it as to make it one of immeas-
urable wickedness, becaunse it is an aet of hypocrisy.
Great evil, it thinks, must-lie in the background, and
their good act was designed to cover it from view.
There is no escaping the venom of this satanic fury.

Where it exists in a family, there is no peace tothat
house. The Son of peace does not abide under that
roof. Where it is found in a chureh, there is neither
rest nor quiet for that chureh. There will be perpet-
nal trouble nuless the members who are cursed with
this foul demon in their hear:s, either die or are con-
verted. But there is little ground to hope that such
persons will be converted, and as to their dying, that
generally seems to be quite out of the account. Men
and women who havé this indwelling demon gener-
ally prove a life-long curse to their families, and to
the church. The inscrutable providence of God suf-
fers such persons to live. Perhaps it is that the pa-
tience of those who have this sharp thorn to endure
may be yperfected. Perhaps it is that sin may be
permitted to show itself in its hateful character.

But ene thing is certain; this evil has limits
which it cannot pass., It may destroy the peace of
families; it may grievously afflict the people of God.
But it shall never. be found in the city of God. Not
one particle of this spirit shall ever enter the gates of
the holy city.

So it follows that those who have this wicked prmcxple
in their hearts must be converted, or consumed by the
fire of the last day. There is a remedy for jealousy.
It is found in that charity whmh thinketh no evxl
1 Cor. xiii.

Sometimes we see in' one family a life-long contest
between two of its members : one being full of jealounsy,
the other exemplifying the prineiple of heavenly love.
Perhaps Solomon had seen this strange contest or he
would never have written, ‘“Love is strong as death;
Jjealousy is cruel as the grave.”

If we could become new creatures in Christ, how
great would be the change! If the old man were put
off, and the new man put on, how great an improve-
ment it wonld be! ¢ If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature; old things are passed away; beholdall
things are become new.” 2 Cor.v. Wheun men are
eouverted after this fashion, the world is always the
better for it.

NEvER lay & stumbling-block in the way of a man

-who is trying to advance himself in the world honesily

aud uprightly, for he is likely to walk over it and
laugh at youn afterward.

THERE is reason to sugpect the gennineuess of that
religion which is too modest to bear the gaze, and too
delicate to bear the touch of the world.—Jenkin
Thomas.
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EASTERN TOUR.

Tux only reason why the readers of the Review have
not heard from us each week, has been the want of
time to write. Since my last note relative to our ar-
rival in Boston, and the meetings in Chelsea, we have
attended camp-meetings from four to six days each
week. Care, business relative to our Office of publi-
cation, preaching, and distance of travel, have taken
all our time. September 8-13, we were on the

LANCASTER CAMP-GROUND.

This meeting was held in a ‘beautiful pine grove,
near the Worcester and Nashua Railroad, at Sonth
Lancaster, Mass. The preparation of the ground, and
general arrangements for the meeting were under the
especial care of Eld. 8. N. Haskell, who spared nei-
ther time nor labor in the performance of his dury.
There were two large tents upon the ground in which
to hold meetings shculd it rain. These were found
very serviceable in several showers of rain, and for
those to sleep in who had no other provision for the
night. There were also & goodly number of smaller
tents on the ground, crowded with those who had a
deep interest in the meeting. Beside these, the breth-
ren in the place entertained many. :

Eld. A. C. Bourdeau from Bordoville, Vt., was pres-
ont with about forty from his place, and as many more
were present from other parts of that State. This was
no small sacrifice on their part, yet I think they all
felt, at the close of the meeting, that they had been
richly paid. There was a general attendance from
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and a good rep-
resentation from Connecticut, Rhode Island, and
Maine, and some from New York. ‘

The speakers present were Klders, Waggoner, Cor-
nell, Bourdeau, Stone, Hutehbins, Haskell, Rodman,
Goodrich, White, and sister White. Mnch freedom
wag enjoyed by all who addressed the people. - The
congrogations were large and very attentive. - On
Sunday, special traing from Worcester and Nashua,
brought nearly two thousand hearers to the ground.
The congregation on that day was not much less than
four thousand. Eld. Waggoner spoke in the forenoon
and sister White in the afternoon. Both were listened
to with wonderful attention. A descriptive discourse
in the afternoon, upon the life, betrayal, condemnation,
crucifixion, burial, resurrection, ascension and second
advent of Christ, moved the feelings of the thousands.

. Al this favorable moment we circnlated gratuitonsly
about two thousand tracts upon the Snfferings of Christ,
Law and Gospel, and God’s Memorial. These were
seized with surprising eagerness, We sold several

hundred dollars’ worth of books upon the ground,’

and gave from the tract fund near two hundred dollars’
worth.

The social meetings were characterized with solem-
nity and searching of heart. Many close, practical
Temarks were made, which will not soon be lost sight
of. We wore glad to know that the trnth and work of
God was taking strong hold of good minds. We were
under the painfunl necessity of explaining and expos-
ing some things to our people, in consequence of false
impressions which had gone out from the very heart
of the work, within a few years, calculated to cut. off
our influence. We parted with our New England peo-
ple with mutual feelings of the strongest urnion and
sympathy. Elders Waggoner and Cornell remsain to
labor with them. May the cause there prosper, and
may souls be brought to the knowledge of the truth.

September 15-20, we were in the midst of: friends
from New York and Pennsylvania upon the ’

KIRKVILLE CAMP-GROUND,

There was a general turnout from this conference.
1t wag the largest gathering of our people ever held in
the State. Here we were joined in labor with Elds.
Waggoner and Andrews, and the ministers of the N. Y.
and Pa. Conference. The preaching was pointed, and
with power. DBacksliders were reclaimed, and sinners
were converted to God. The influence of this good
meeting will long be felt in that Conference. Conse-
cration to the work is what is wanted everywhere, es-
pecially in that part of the field. God will abundantly
bless his people, and raise them above discourage-
ments, if they congecrate themselves to his work.

effect upon Israel be more salutary.

At the close of this meeting we hasted on to Battle
Creek, where we tarried one night, and immediately
went on our way to attend the western camp-meetings.

I write on the boat Keokuk, on the Mississippi
River, between Winona, Minn., and La Crosse, Wis.

Jamus Wurrs.
Oct. 5, 1869.

THE LORD DOES RIGHT.

Tur Lord chooses his own mode and means of of=
eration, and it is right always, and always the best.
Bnt unconseerated human nature, instead of being
thankful for what he does, murmurs and repines for
what he does not. We should call to mind what he
hasg done for us in the past—his great deliverance from
our Egyptian servitude, and his strong arm in bring-
ing us across the Red Sea of our afiliction and peril.
The sea was divided for Israel bnt once. They should
never have forgotten it, however, in any snbseqnent
trial. So with us. We should in each new trial, call
to mind the way that God has led ns; be thankful for
the past, calm for the present, and confiding for the
future. '

In case an Achan is in the camp, let God search him
out; and lethim take his own way for it, too. He can,
if he sees best, point him out directly ; but if, instead
of doing 8o, he chooses to develop the matter in an-
other way, by the slow and laborious process of the lot
npon the tribes and families of Israel, and thus elicit
a voluntary confession of guilt, it is all right, and the
lesson inculcated will be better appreciated, and the
It iz matter for
rejoicing when the acenrsed obstacle to Israel’s success
is removed; and not a proper cause for murmuring as
to the manner of proceeding. The Lord has wrought
for Israel all the way, sometimes by striking signs and
marvelous displays of power, and sometimes in a dif-
ferent and less conspicnons way. He has done what
was best. If the wavering and the unbelieving take
occasion to give loose rein to their long-cherished spirit
of murmuring and discontent, it will open the way for
a further cleansing of the camp. o

1t is much better to be established upon the evidences
of the truth of onr position, so that no adverse wind
can move us. Has God wrought for us by his word,
his providence and his Spirit? Do we know that God
is developing his people by the last merciful message?
Have the remnant begun to appear, that keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ? Are we settled in this? or is it better to ap-
point for us a captain and go back into Egypt, or dis-
band, and every one find his own way ont of the desert?
1t would be well to be decided, and bear together our
calamities with as good grace as possible; think of our
sins, for which God snffers us fo be iried, and not cher-
igh the spirit of murmuring and revolt against those
upon whom God has laid the burden of his work, and
our fearfnlly-precarions condition, with almost over-
whelming and crushing weight. ‘

God lives and reigns! and those who are faithful to
him will finally be the victors. Work, Lord, in thine
own way; but give me a portion with thy people.

R, F. CorTRELL.

LOVE, THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.

Dr. CmanmeRs closed his sermon on ¢ The Power of
the Gospel” with the following words:

¢“Amid the fruitlessness of every other expedient,
when power threatened to ernsh the heart which it could
not soften—when anthority lifted its voice, and laid
on man an eénactment to love which it could not carry
—when terror shot its arrows, and they dropped inef-
fectugl from that citadel of the human affections which
stood proof against the impression of every ome of
them—when wrath mustered up its appalling severi-
ties, and filled that bosom with despaif which it could
not fill with the warmth of a confiding attachment~
then the kindness of an'inviting God was brought to
bear on the heart of man, and got an opening through
all its mysterions avennes. Goodness did what the
nakedness of power could not do. It found its way
through all the intricacies of the human constitution,
and there, depositing the right principle of repentance,
did it establish the only effectual security for the right
purposes, and the right fruits of repentance.”

The great mind of Chalmers never grasped a greater
thought than this; and, perhaps, no uninspired pen

could present it in a better manner than he did. It
has its defects; but it iz easier to discover faults in
the work of another than to do 2 better work onr-
selves. Goodness is not peculiar to the gospel; ¢ the
law is holy, and just, and good,” in its condemaiation
of inignity, thongh it strikes terror to the heart of the
evil-doer. The gospel does not create favor, but only
brings ns into harmony with the favor which we had
forfeited. It does not substitute grace for justice, but
enables God to be gracious’to the penitent believer and
yet mantain justice. Rom. iii, 28-26.

In ¢ Testimony to the Church, No, 16, is the fol-
lowing paragraph: ‘ )

“Loveis power. Intellectual and moral strength are
involved in this principle, and cannot be separated
fromit. -The power of wealth has a tendency to corrupt
and destroy, the power of force is strong to do hart; but
the excellence and value of pure love consistin its ef-
ficiency to do good, and to do nothing. else but good.
Whatsoever is done out of pnre love, be. it ever so lit-
tle or contemptible in the sight of men, is wholly
fruitful; for God measures more with how much
love one worketh than the amonnt he doeth. Love is
of God. The unconverted heart cannot originate nor
produce this plant of heavenly growth, which lives
alone, and flourishes only, where Christ reigns. Love
cannot live withont action, and evei‘y act inereases,
str.engthens, and extends it. Love will prevail and
gain the vietory when argument and authority are
powerless. Love works not for profit nor reward;
yet God has ordained that great gain shall be the cer-
tain result of every labor of love. It is diffiusive in its
nature, and quiet in its operation, yet strong and
mighty in its purpose to overcome great evils. It is
melting and transforming in its inflnence, and will
take hold of the lives of the sinful and affect their
hearts, when every other means has proved unsuccess-
ful. Wherever the power of intellect, of authority, or
of force, is employed, and love is not manifestly pres-
ent, the affections and will of those whom we seek to
reach assume a defensive, repelling position, and in-
orease their stremgth of resistance as they are met by
another power than love. Jesns was the Prince of
Peéace. He came into the world to bring resistance
and authority into subjection to himself. Wisdom and
sirength he conld command, bnt the means he em-
ployed to overcome evil were the wisdom and strength
of love.”

" For comprehensiveness, for snblimity of ihonght
and tonching simplicity of expression, the above will
rarely find a parallel. It will not only bear often
reading, bnt must be so read to be appreciated.

And how truthful its statements! How the small
serviges of love tonch owr hearts, when gréa,tér favors,
conferred in a ¢old manner, do not affect us. How
cheering to know that though our talents be few, and
our abilites small, a loving heart will insure the ac-
ceptance of our service, and secure the approbation of
our Father in Heaven. Then let none give up in de-
spair. If we caunot do much, let us strive to love
more, and thereby make the little we can do doubly
acceptable to God. As often as I have read ihe above
words, I have blessed Heaven for the congelation.
Lord, make my love perfect and complete, and then
my service shall be right. J. H. WacoonEe.

CONTENTMENT,.

¢‘For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out; and having food and
raiment, let us be therewith ¢ontent.” 1 Tim. vi,7, 8.
This statement of the apostle is worthy of careful con-
sideration. He states a fact which no one will deny :
““We brought nothing into this world.” Evéry one
who comes into the world, comes naked, helpless and
dependent. After a few brief days of sojourn here, he
goes ‘out of the world. He may have gained great
Wealth, broad acres, and fine houses; he may have at-
tained ‘to great honor and authority; may have ruled
kingdoms; but at last he must die; roust go ont of the
world, and leave them all—not one thing can he take
with him. Others will take hig possessions and place,
will live npon what he has gathered, and delight them-
selves in his labors; bnt he himself must lie down as
low as the poorest, and as powerless as the weakest. °

Such a fate is before every soul of man, except those
who shall be translated. How very sensible, then,
and forcible is the apostle’s conclusion: * Having food
and raiment, let us be therewith content.” When we
have a sufficient amount of these to snpply onr neces-
gary wants, let us be content and enjoy them, This is




126

ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD.

Vol. 34.

the teaching both of reason and revelation. *Yet how
differently men act ! * When they have gained a suffi-
cient amount of this world’s goods to meet their reason-
able wants, they are not at all content, but grasp after
more, atill- more eagerly than they did at first, The
more they have, the less contented they are—the less
they enjoy it. How bard it is for man to learn that,
a8 Jesus said, ¢ A man’s life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of the things which he possesseth.”” Luke xii,
15. Contentment is the great secret of -happiness.
Without this, it is utterly impossible for any one, in

any circumstances, to be happy.
D. M. CanriGHT.
Sigourney, Sept. 28.

THE CLOSING MESSAGES.—NO. 9,

PR,

After the first message is deseribed, it is said, ¢ And
there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen,
is fallen, because she made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.” Such & mes-
sage as this followed the first, in the history of the
Advent movement in 1844, The prophecy tbhus far
was verified—it foretold it, and it took place. That
which before was propheey, is now histery. Bat it
{s worthy of notice that it is said of the first and
the third angels that their messages are given with a
loud veice, while of the second it is not so declared.
Accordingly, in the fulfillment, the second message
did not attract so general notice as the first. Every
word of inspiration has-its meaning; every prophecy
is minutely fulfilled. But this message is to be re-
poated a8 the last message, that of the third angel, is fin-
ishing its work; and it will be repeated with emphasis.
Rev. xviii, 1-5. All the people of God will hear and
heed it. Babylon will be forsaken by all who obey
God, and thus they will escape her plagues.

Advent believers in 1844, anticipated more than the
prophecies justified them in expecting; and God de-
signed it should be 8o, in order that all their energies
might be enlisted to give the word a complete and em-
phatic fulfillment. While they were called to proclaim
the hour of his Judgment come, they were suffered to
anticipate thai the Lord would actually come st the
end of the days. How would they have proclasimed
it, and what would have been the effect in arousing
attention, had they known and proclaimed that the
Lord would not come in more than twenty years, and
probation would continue that length of time? In or-
der to give the prophecy such a fulfillment as was de-
manded, they needed to feel like men hrought right
up lo the decisions of that Judgment which they pro-
claimed, and the rewarding of every man as kis work
should be.

The first disciples of Jesus were suffered to imme-
diately anticipate the glorious reign of Christ, which
is yet future, when they shouted in fulfillment of
prophecy, ** Blessed be the King that cometh in the
nawme of the Lord!” They mustbe nerved up to shout,
though doomed so soon to disappointment. The
prophecy must be fulfilled; and should they hold
their peace, the stones must immediately cry out.

How could they have shouted had they known that
the blessed Jesus; instead of reigning a king, was to
be crucified and slain within a very few days? They
were in blissful ignorance of this terrible truth, and

hence could shout for joy. Notwithstanding their ig- |

norance angd error, the Spirit of the Lord was moving
them to fulfill his word. ‘

As we were saying, we anticipated the close of the
Judgment in the Sanctuary, at the time when it was
to commence, and as we expected the Lord immediately,
at the end of the days, we also anticipated the cry of
Rev. xviii, with the voice from Heaven, ¢ Come out of
her my people, . . . for her sins have reached unto
Heaven,” when our work was merely to fulfill the sim-
ple announcement of .Rev. xiv, 8. And this was as
the providence of God would have it. It had the ef-
fect to make us a separate people, and thus prepare
the way for the third and last message. It was evi-
dent Babylon was fallen in 1844; it will be far more
evident before the third message cloges, at the time
when the announcement will be repeated with a voice
that will reach all the children of God. Tt will then
be geen that since she consummated her fall in reject-

ing the dootrine of the coming of tho Lord, she has
been adding to her sins to an alarming extent, and
has been filling up with every foul spirit and every
unclean and hateful bird.

Apostasy, the thing signified by the full of Babylon,

is generally a gradual work. It beging with spiritual
declension, and when it reaches a certain point, it be-
comes evidently incurable, the Lord withdraws his re-
straining grace, and they basten to fill up the measure
of their iniquity until their final overthrow. At the
first advent, the Jewish church were far from the
Lord, and, in addition to this, by rejecting the teach-
ings of Jesus, thein house was left unto them desolate;
then, by crucifying the Lord and persecuting the
church, they hasten to fill up the measure of their in-
iquity, till wrath came upon them to their final over-
throw. So Babylon had long been declining to her
fall which she consummated by rejecting the doetrine
of the advent at hand, a docirine so abundantly
proved by the word of God. And now, with restrain-
ing influences withdrawn, she is hastening to fill up
the cup of her abominations and iniquity, which will
culminate in making war with those who keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Je-
sus Christ (Rev. xii, 17), and prepare her for the cup
of the wine of the fierceness'of* the wrath of God
Chap. xvi, 19. The doctrine of the speedy advent of the
Son of God was the last resort and the only medicine
that could heal her backslidings, her errors, and con-
gequent dissensions. But she would not accept it.

<“We would have healed Babylon, but she 1s not

healed; forsake her.” Jer. li, 9.

But the reader may begin to ingquire, What are you
talking about?—what ¢s Babylon? Perhaps I am an-
ticipating my subject. This bowever is only intreduc-
tory. In the next number I purpose to begin to de-
fine. . _ R. F. Corrreir,

Sy

REPORT OTTHE N, ¥. AND PA. CONFERENCE.

Tae N. Y. and Pa. 8. D. A. ohurches held their
Annusl Conférence during the recent Camp-meeting at
Kirkville, N. Y. ’Qhe firat gession was held Sept. 16,
with nearly all the churches represented by delegates.
Eld. R. F. Cottrell in the chair. Prayer by Bro. An-
drews. )

Voted, That Brn. White and Waggoner be invited to
participate in the Sessions of the Conference.

The usual committees were then chesen, which oc-
cupied the time allotted for this sessien.

Second Session. Prayer by Bro. Andrews. Re-
ports of ministers handed in, also reports from the
Conference Secretary and Treasurer were read. The
following resolution was read and unanimously a-
dopted: ,

Whereas, We believe that it ig in the providence of
God that Bro. and Sr. White are called to_occupy a
leading position in this work, and that it is in the or-
der of God that they should bear the plain, faithful,
searching testimony that they bear; and

Whereas, This work of reproving and ocorrecting
wrongs -exposes them, in an especial manner, to the
fierce assaults of Satan, and of his agents, therefore,

Resolved, That we express our hearty sympathy with
them in the work to which God has called them, and
our thaunks to God for placing the gift of prophecy in
the church.

The following resolution was then read, and after
appropriate- remarks by some of the ministers, was

1 adepted.

Resolved, That we deplore thé apostasy and crime
of Nathan Fuller; and that we express our abhorrence
of the violation of the seventh commandment in what-
ever form, or under whatever pretenses or excuse;
and we believe we have great reason to humble our-
selves before God for our indifference to the testimo-
pies of his Spirit, wherein we have been warned
against danger in this respect; and with deep contri-
tion we must acknowledge that we as a people have
not realized the existence of this danger, or suffi-
ciently prized the admonitions given,

Third Session. Prayer by Bro. Saunders. Case of
N. Fuller considered; also Conference Secretary read
his financial report.

Fourth Session. Prayer by Bro. Waggoner. The
commitlee on Resolutions report the following resolu-
tion: :

Resolved, That we heartily endorse the sermon of
Bro. White, preached in this meeting, on the subject
of consecrating our means to the cause of God; and
that we confidently believe that our Saviour meant
what he said on giving alms, and laying up a treasure
in Heaven; and we lament the want of confidence in
God’'s providence, that we have manifested in our use
of the things of this world.

The Committee on Nominations reported the follow-
ing officers for the coming year, which were duly
elected:

President, J. N. Andrews; Conference Commitice, J.
N. Andrews, J. M. Lindsay, E. B. Gasgkill; Secretary,
R. F. Cottrell; Zreasurer, Harmon Lindsay.

The following resolutions were then adepted:

1. That all moeney belonging to this Conference, in-
cluding that in the hands of the church treasurers
pledged to the Conference, shall be drawn by orders
signed by a majority of the Executive Committee.

2. Tt is with heartfelt gratitude to God that we have
beheld the restoration of Bro. White to such a state of
bealth, that he is again enabled to labor in this canse;
and we hereby express our unfeigned pleasure with
the action of the general meetings last spring which
recognized the hand of the Lord in placing him where
his interest and experience in this work may avail, not
only to assist usin carrying on the work in the future,
but in correcting the errors of the past.

3. That we express our deep sense of the importance
of the reforms which have been introduced among us,
on the subjects of Christian Temperance, and of plain,
modest, and becoming dress; and we beseech all our

| people to regard the light which shines forth upon

these subjeots.

4. That we feel a deep responsibility upon ourselves
to call the attention of our first-day Advent brethren -
to the subject of the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus, as brought te view in the third angel's
message, as the great truth to prepare & people for.
translation. )

5, That we approve of the action of the General
Conference in attempting to establish relations of
Christian friendship with that people, who in common
with ourselves, observe the Sabbath of the Lord.

Last Session. Prayer by Bro. Andrews. Creden-~
tials were granted to the following ministers: J. N, An-
drews, C. O. Taylor, S. B. Whitney, and R. F. Cot-
trell. Licenses were given to E. B. Saunders, J. W.
Raymond, H. W. Lawrence, C. B. Reynolds, 5. A.
Lindsay, F. Wheeler, D. Arnold, Hiram Edson, H. H.
Wilcox, and -W. W, Stebbins.

Voted, That N. Fuller be expelled from the Confer-
ence for immorality.

. Adjourned sine die.
E. B. Saunpgrs, Secretary.

REFORT OF THE WISCONSIN AND ILLINOIS
S8TATE CONFERENCE.

Trr sixth annual session of this Conference was
held at Clinton Junction, Wis., Sept. 23-27, 1869, in
connection with our Camp-meeting, as appointed in
Review. :

Conference convened Sept. 23, at 4 o’clock p. M.
Eld. R. F. Andrews in the ohair. Prayer by Eld.
J. N. Andrews. Present, Elds. R. F. Andrews, I.
Sanborn, and T. M. Steward, of this Conferenee. Del-
egates’ ¢redentials presented and examined. Twenty-
six delegates from eighteen churches. Two represented

| by letter, and four not represented.

Voted, That all the brethren present, in good stand-
ing with their respective churches, be invited to par-
ticipate with us in the discussion of business.

Voted, That the following brethren act as an Audit-
ing Committee to settle with the ministers; viz.: P. 8.
Thurston, John Atkinson, C. W. Olds, T. Brown, G. W.
Coleord, and C. H. Bliss,

Voted, That the following brethren be our Nominat-
ing Committee, to nominate officers for the Conference
the coming year: R. Baker, G. L. Holiday, N. M.
Jordon, E. F. Debord, and C. W. Olds.

Voted, That the Chair appoint & Committee of three
on Resolutions.

Adjourned to call of the Chair.

Conference called Sept. 24, at 3} ». M. Prayer by
Bro. L. Sanborn. ’
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Voted, To pass the reading of the minutes of the
last Conference.

- .
Voted, To receive the churches of Chicago, Belvidere,
. and Trempaleau, into Conference.

Treasurer’s report read and accepted.

Reports of churches examined; result as follows
Whole number of members, June 4, 1868, 646. Whole
number of members, Sept. 23, 1869, 717. Whoie
amount of 8. 8., $3314.00.

Ministers’ reports called for, and R. F. Andrews,
1. Sanborn, J. Matteson, H. C. Blanchard, and T. M.

Steward, responded.

Report of Nominating Committee presented and ae-
cepted. The following brethren were thes duly elected,
a8 nominated ; viz, :

President, C. W. Olds, Little Prairie, Walworth Co.,
Wis. Secrelary, G. W. Colcord, Coleta, Whiteside Co.,
1.
side Co., IlL.
Columbia Co., Wis.;
gon Co., Wis.

Report of Auditing Committee accepted.

Voted, To renew the credentials of the following
brethren: R. ¥, Andrews, I. Sanborn, J. Matteson,
H. C. Bla,nchard and T. M. Steward.

Voted, 'That our ministers report as often as once a
quarter,

Adjourned.

Conference oalled Sept. 27.
born.

Voted, That the following brethren be licensed to
improve their gift in publiely presenting the views of
Seventh-day Adventists: B. F. Merrits, Prmcevxlle, 1i-
cense renewed; H. G. Buxton, , 0. A.
Olson, Bussyville, Wis.; C. H. Bliss, Princewlle Wm.
E. Bliss, Princeville; T. E. Morey, Princeville; E.
M. Crandall, cha, Wxs ; G. W. Colcord, Coleta,
m. g

Report on  Resolutions accepted.
Resolved, That this Conference buy a tent.

Resolved, That the followmg brethren act with our
Conference Committee in procuring a teat and arrang-
ing for Camp-meetings: K. Baker, BUNE R Debord Bro.
Higley, and B. F. Merritt. -

Resolved, That our delegates are hereby mstrueted
to take a subscription list to their respective churches,
and let each one do according to his ability for the
purchase of & new tent; the same to be paid by the
first of January, 1870. ’

Resolved, That we appropriate 80 per cenb of ours. B
for a Conference fund.

Resolved, That this Conference dorate to the General
Conference the sum of four hundred dollars.

We deeply regret our backward condition, therefore,
Resolved, That we enter more hearmy into.the work
of the third angel’s messsage in all its branches; es-
pecially the missionary work, and the circulation of
our publications.

Resolved, Thal it is our opmwu that our Camp-meet-
ing and Conference should be held about the 15th -of
June.

Resolved, That we here express our thanks to the
General Conference for the timely aid rendered by the
Iabors of Bro. and Sr. White, and Brother J. N. An-
drews.

Resolved, That we hereby express our gratitude to
God for the gift of prophecy which be has placed in
the church as a means of correcting faults and evils in
our midst, and of calling our attention more perfectly
to the true character of the work of prepa.muon for

“the J udgment

Resolved, That we freely tender to Bro. and Sr, White
the benefit of our sympathy dnd prayers in their labors
and trials, and we will try to hold up their hands as
much a8 is.in our power.

Resolved, That we all hereby express our sincere
thanks to the citizens of Clinton Junction for their
kind hospitality to us during the five days we have
‘been agsembled in their midst to worship God, and we
eatnestly pray the Lord’s blessing npon them,

Resolved, That the minutes of 'this Conference be
published in the Revinw.

Adjourned sine die.

Executive O'ommtttae, N. M. Jordon, Lodi,
0. A. Olson, Bussyville, Jeffer-

Prayer by Bro. I. San-

C. 'W. Ouvs, President.
G. W. Cowncorp, Secretury.

Ir is & noble thing to unite yourself to the people
of God. And if your beart is in it, if your life is
pledged and consecrated to the glory of God, it is the
best thing that oan befall you.

Treasurer, Ivory Colcord, Genesee Grove, White--

‘Jesus is coming, and [ want a citizenship there.
‘I, with all the dear friends whom I have met in the last

Gonference Depariment,

Exhorting one another, and so mach the more as ye sece the day
approaching. Heb. x, 25, .

This Department is designed to fill the same place in the paper
that the Conference or Social Meeting does in the worship.of God.
Speak often one to another to comfort, edify and aid each other in the
way of holiness and true Christian experience.

e - P
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From Sister Messersmith.

Dear BrETHREN AND S187ERS: As some who have
been acquainted with my stay at the Institute would
be glad to hear from me, I take pleagure in sending a
few lines for the REview, After five weeks of earnest
labor among us, our much-esteemed Bro. Sanborn has
left us. His preaching was- the first on the third an-
gel’s message and truths connected therewith that we
have ever had at Victory; and we, as a littlé band,
have prized it most highly. As the result of his la-
bors a few have decided to go with us to the kingdom,
while others are halting, almost persuaded, yet not
quite willing to give up the world. The prize to them
seems beautiful, but the charms of this poor world,
for the present, eclipses that beauty. There is another
class who hardened their hearts, and would .not listen
to the precious word of God: but this is only.in ac-
cordance with the sure word of prophecy, that < Many
are called but few chosen.” Are we the chosen of the
Lord, dear friends? Not yet, for ¢“Not every one

‘that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in Heaven.” Thus far are we chosen

when we hear the voice of the Good Sheperd and fol--

low in his footsteps.

Have we heard that voice in the sound of the third
angel’s message? Yes, verily, as much as in any
other portion of the Scriptures, and are trying to fol-
low in his footsteps ; but oh! what & responsibiltiy is
resting upon us. I feel my need of 2 Saviour, and my
daily cry is, Lord, save, or I perish! In my own
strength I am perfeet weakness; bat I hear that
voice, « Follow on to know the Lord,” and my strength
is renewed, and I press onward toward the city. Soon
Shall

year, be ready ? This remaing for us to decide. T.et
us not loiter by the way, but choose the bstter part
that cannot be ‘taken away. The enemy of all truth
is on our track; but we can secure an heavenly inher-
itance if we perseveringly try; Jesus is willing and
invites us to come. Holy angels are watching to wel-
come us on, and shall we be less interested than the
heavenly host? Oh! fatal delay to those who trifle
with proffered mercy, and slumber on the brink of de-
struction. Soon the door of mercy will have closed, and
shall we be found standing without, begging for ad-
mittance when too late? Oh! no; dear friends, let
this not be our faté. ‘Time is very short, but we can
improve each moment. If we have been slothful in
the past, we can be diligent in the future, When I
review my experienge in the past, my soul cries out
in anguish at the ma'ny failures, but I know it will not
do to ¢ease my efforts. -This is the way to eternal life,

and I must walk therein.
Pray for me, that I may keep pace with the people

of God, and when Jesus comes be found worthy of .a
place among them.
Yours in hope.
Victory, Wis.

JunNIE MESSBREMITH,

From Sister Green.

Diar BRETHREN AND SisTERs: For five fears. T have
been trying to keep God’s whole law. I have been a
reader of the Review during that time, and have re-
eeived so much comfort and encouragement from the
precious testimonies of the scattersd ones, dear to'me
because of our-one faith, that I have desired to add
my testimony, hoping that I, foo, might give comfort
and good cheer to others. Realizing my inability I
have refrained from so-doing. But when I behold
God’s goodness so manifested towards me, and the lit-
tle church of Sabbath-keepers here, I have thought
were I not to write rocks around.us would ery out.
Here I wish to add.a little of my experience. Pre-

-Others may imagine her happiness, if they can.

ginging the hymn, ¢“Thou God of truth and love.”

vious to my embracing the truth, I was called to pass
through trials of the deepest kind. This was to lead
me to the Lord. Soon after embraeing the truth, God
again laid his afflicting hand upon me. This was to
draw me nearer to him, and I praise his holy name.to-
day for the chastisement; for now I believe that I am
his child, and he my Heavenly Father.

From my earliest religious experience I had impres-
sions of the truth. At the age of fifteen I was sprink-
led and united with the M. E. church, and continued
a member fifteen years. During that time I wanted to
be wholly the Lord’s, except one year, when I thought
I was tempted above what I was able to bear; butGod
sustained me. This gave me a desire to search for the
truth. I then sought, and I bless God I found it.
Truly “he led me in 2 way I knew not,” and oh, how
my heart rejoices to-day that my name is numbered
among the persecuted ones.

A sister came here from Iowa, to reside, who gave
me reading on.preseat truth. I soon saw the light
and hastened to turn my feet into God's testimonies.
Then we began to labor together. In his own good .
time a messenger came; five were baptized, four of
whom became convinced of the truth by reading; the
other had heard preaching before. The result was, the
seed sowed then by Bro. Steward has since sprung up
and brought forth fruit. Shortly after he left, four
came out from the Christian church and confessed the
truth as it is in Christ, and now three more are rejoic-
ing in the truth that they then heard preached. ®ne,
an old man over seventy years of age, says God’s Spirit
sent the truth to his heart; and it must be that alone,
for he was so prejudiced, that he would cry out, not
exactly as one of old, < Art thou come to torment us
before the time;” but, «Old lady, will you let me
alone!” His companion wrestled with God, and de-
cided to serve him, let her husband do as he would.

.While making the necessary preparation for the Sab-

bath, she noticed that he was bringing in more wood
than usual, and wondered at it, when he said to her,
“To-morrow is the Sabbath; we must prepare for it.”
They
are so happy; it makes them appear young again. He
has thrown away his tobacco, after using it over sixty
years. His dear old face beams with joy, and his gray
locks floating above it are a crown of glory.

I heard last week thata man and his wife had be-
gun to keep the Sabbath,—they were very wicked,—
the man an inebriate. Others are deeply interested,
and well nigh persuaded of the truth. Among the nam-
ber investigating is the M. E. minister who preaches
here. He seems to be sincere, and wants the truth,
‘He has been reading two weeks, and says he has no
objections to raise. It is nearly a year since we be-

‘gun to held semi-monthly prayer and conference meet-

ings, and have never met, however few, but what the

-Liord has verified his promise, that where two or three
are met together in my name there will I be in the
-midst.

Strangers coming in would say the Lord was
with us. ' :

Some five or six weeks ago, four brethren and sisters
(one brother formerly our leader) came from Lake
City, Minn., and one brother from Prescott, and a sis-
ter from Trimbelle, met with us, making seventeen in
all, besides the children, Satan had creptin unawares,
‘but we had a refreshing time. Two weeks later we
‘met again. A lady present, -over forty years of age,

‘who had never spoken in meeting before, spoke ‘with

freedom, and one dear aged brother who led the meet-
ing became 8o earnest confessing his fault in nsing to-
bacco, and asking the prayers of the brethren and
sisters to-assist him in overcoming, that the sympathiz- -
ing tear freely flowed. We could .all have united in
Two
weeks later, bringing it to Jast Sabbath, a German
minister belonging to the Christian .denomination
preached for us. He asked permission to do so, and
we thought best to grant hisrequest. He is confirmed
in the fruth, and will shortly live it out. His wife has
lately begun to keep the Sabbath. One would have

‘thought him to have been a Sabbath-keeper for years.

It was truly a feast to all of our souls.
Yours in hope of eternal life, E. D. C. Grusx.
Maiden Bock, Wis.
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The Rest of Christ.

]

A RECENT writer asserts that Christ entered into his
rest on the day of his resurrection. Yet the whole
work of-his priesthood still lay before him untouched.
That it is not a mere rest to be a priest, is shown in
the fact that Levitical priests, whose work was of ne-
.cegsity continued on the Sabbath, and whose responsi-
bility was very small, compared with that of Jesus
Christ, are said, by their work, to profane the Sabbath.
Surely, the time for Jesus’ rest had not come when he
was raised from the dead.

€5 RopeRT PINKERTON, in his work entitled, ¢ The
Present State of the Greek Church in Russia,” speaks
thus of a set of dissenters from the national church
called ¢ The Du Robortsi:

«In like manner, in regard to the'second coming of
the Saviour, they say, that judging from the events
which now take place in the world, we may expect him
soon.”

This work was published in 1815. Thus it appears
that in 1815, there was a religious body in Russia, dis-
tinguished by the idea that the advent of Christ is at
ha&d.

.The Sabbatism,

«Tnere remaineth a Sabbatism [7. e. a keeping of
the Sabbath] to the people of God.”” This must relate
to one of two things. 1. It is the anlitype of the sev-
enth-day Sabbath, kept by God at ereation; or 2. itis
the observance of the weekly Sabbath in the future
kingdom of God. But it cannot be the antitype of the
weekly Sabbath, for that Sabbath is to last as long a8
the new earth, and hence can have no antitype; for
an eternal type is a self-contradiction, inasmuch
ag there is no room for an antitype. But this Sabba-
tism must be the keeping of the ancient Sabbath, for we
do know from Isaiah’s testimony that it shall be ob-
served in the future rest of the saints.

Envy.

Ta1s is one of the fruits of the flesh, i. ¢., of man’s
fallen nature. It is one of the meanest and most des-
picable of all those qualities that make up the carnal
mind. It is that prineiple which makes men unhappy
to witness the prosperity of others. It is that which
would pull others down lest they be more honored or
happier than ourselves.
others wretched because we are. It would marand blast
the happiness of others because we do not wish them
to be better off than ourselves. It would even grudge
“them & sharve in the blessings ourselves possess, lest we
be no longer able to look down upon them as less fa-
vored than ourselves. It is a base, contempiible pas-
gion, without one redeeming feature, or one particle of
excuse for its existence. It is a compound of pride,
selfishness and cruelty.

Saul is o striking example of an envious man. He
was made wretched by the honors conferred on David.
1 8am. xviii. His son Jonathan is one of the most
noble examples of a man raised by the grace of God
above this mean and hateful quality of fallen nature.
David’s advancement was wholly at Jonathan’s ex-
pense. Jonathan knew this perfectly, but never for
a moment did one selfish trait of this kind manifest it-
gelf in him., The spirit of envious Sanl can never
have an entrance into the kingdom of God. We must
be as free from it as was noble Jonathan. What the
grace of God did for him, it can do for us.

Worthy of Notice.

« Anp I gave unto Isasc, Jacob and Esau; and I
gave unto Esau Mount Seir, to possess it; bui Jacob
and his children went down into Egypt.”” Josh. xxiv, 4

This passage is very significant. Esau had his in-
heritance first. Indeed, Jacob has not yet had his at

‘before.

1t is that which would make |

all. Shall we say that God loved Esau better? Far

from it. Esau was a man of this world; Jacob, a
stranger in this world, having his hope in the world
to come. Esau must have his geod things now, Jacob
was willing to wait. 8o God provided Esau with what
this world can give, and placed it in his hands at once
But Jacob he gsent down into Egypt, and there he died.

‘Esau has had his inheritance and has done with it for-

ever. Jacob has not yet received his, but when he
gets it he shall possess it through endless ages. Who
made the wiser choice, Jacob or Esau? Ksau inher-
ited Mount Seir, and Jacob died a stranger in a strange
land. Esau wag poor, though he seemed to be very
rich. Jacob was infinitely rich, though he appeared
to have nothing.

g

The Benefit of Afiliction.

AFruIoTION is Of necessity the cause of anguish to
men. For this reason God who is full of tender eom-
passion, does not willingly afflict. But it is neverthe-
less something indespensable in the dealings of God
with men. The chastening seems grievous, but yields
afterward the peaceable fruit of rjghteausﬁess. If we
would always keep in the path of duty, and if we
would always keep our hearts with the utmost dili-
gence, a large share of our afflictions no doubt would
be prevented. But we are always in danger of de-
parting from God. It is not always because we have
done this, but often because we are about to do it that
the Hand of affliction comes upon us. By the blows
of his rod, God calls us to think what we are doing,
or what we are abous to do. How herecalls us to our-
selves by the anguish of the rod. If one blow is suf-
ficient, he does not strike the second. But sometimes

there is no help for us till we are beaten into the dust.

Affliction is God’s furnace, where he separates our
gold from its dross. No wonder we feel small after
our chastening. We discover that when the dross is
gone there is very little left. Yet how mueh more
valugble is that little than the whole mass as it was
Affliction is God’s means of humbling men.
They should, however, humble themselves, and shun
the heavy blow. Affliction weans men from the world.
But if they could be persuaded to give it up of their
own accord, it would please God better. Affliction
breaks the proud, stubhorn heart. But this might be
spared if the heart would yield of its own free will. If
we would do what God requires, we might escape the
most of his chastenings. But as God has so much of
our work to do for us, let us be grateful that he in ten-
der pity does not give us up to ruin.

The Gold Panic.

CovETOUSNESS is enumerated in prophecy as among
the characterisiic sins of the last days; and the pro-
phetic portions of Scripture which degeribe the conditior
of the world just prior to the coming of the Son of Man,
give us to understand that the love of money is to be a
ruling element in the nature of the majority. As the
prophet says, * From the least of them, even unto the
greatest of them, every one is gi{ren to covetousness.”

These prophe¢ies are freshly brought to mind by
the recent gold and stoek panic in Wall street, New

‘York; a place where exhibitions of this insane greed

for gold are of every.day oecurrence. The spirit of
speculation which characterizes those who conduct

business in that gambling mart, produced & panie, in |’

which fortunes were made and lost; and in the frenzy
consequent upon the discovery of finanecial ruin, one or
{wo suicides followed.

The New York World thus describes the scene:

The crash in stocks soon after noon set the whole
neighborhood in a fury. As stocks had previously
stiffened (some quotaions being fen per cent better
than the cloging ones of Tuesday), false, feverish hopes
had-been engendered, which suddenly collapsed and
were smothered in what threatened to be general ruin.
Then the long room wag the arena of a battle of demons.
The men who went in there and swarmed together
within the enclosure at the ‘west end, behaved, for half
an hour or more, after the manner of uiter lunatics;
shouts, yells, snarls; yelps, and howls, were emitted
from human lungs, until the place resounded like a
den of infuriated beasts of prey. Hats were swung
aloft, clenched fists were raised, memorandum books
fluttered over the heads of the.throng, and bids were

shrieked out with all the despairing might of the volces
of speculators to whom the chances of 2 minute were
worth hundred$ of thousands of dollars.

In that half hour of frenzy, the faces of men grew
brutal, their hearts turned cold, their lips white, their
foreheads red and purple. Out and into the den they
rushed, chewing their moustaches, plucking their
beards with nervous fingers; biting their cigars in two
with savage teeth. They ran against and cursed each
other, A few emerged coimpletely exhausted and bro-
ken down. Others assumed a haggard hilarity, and
emifted occasional reckless jests.

We are informed by those who are familiar with the
place, that such scenes are of frequent occurrence.
Men who stand high in the world and in the church,
under the influence of such excitement become unscru-
pulous and reckless, and principle and honor are lost
sight of,

But while these descriptions ave painful, to the watch-
ful student of prophecy they hut furnish another link
in the cbain of fulfilled prophecy, which indicates the

_mear approach of our Deliverer. Oh, may we be ready!

w. C. @

Name Cuaneen.—The paper formerly known as the
Voice of the West, now comes to us bearing the title,
Advent- Christian Times and Voice of the Prophets. The
name is more significant than the old one, and we hope
it will prove worthy of its title.

—_———————— e

e Some one has sent an article to the Office, con-
sisting of comments on the courage, perseverance and
hope, of a poor soldier who was a prisoner at Ander-
sonville; but as no name is signed, the piece will not
be published.

Qppointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Tag next Quarterly Meeting of the church at Hundred
Mile Grove, Wis., will commence Thursday eveninlig", Oct.
28; meetings to continue till Wednesday evening, Nov. 3.
Eld, Sanborn has made arrangements to attend these meet-
ings, Providence permitting. We hope to see a geuseral
attendance. N. M. Jorpox.

RIS S
Tar next Manthly Meeting of the Jackson, Tompkins
and Parma churches will be h

eld at Parma, the first Sab-
bath in November. W. C. 6.

Provipevcer permiiting, T will meet with the churches as
follows: Owosso, Oct. 16,17 ; Alaeidon, Oct. 23,24 ; Green-
bush, evening of 28th (Will Bro. Richmond meet me at St.
Johns the 28th, at noon?); Ithaca, Oct. 81 and Nov. 1;
Alma, Nov. 7, 8. J. ByixeTox.

Business Depariment,

Not Slothful in Business. Rom. xii, 11.

o

Y e

Business Notes.
Tae P. 0. address of 1ld. D, M. Canright is Washington, Towa.

RECEIPTS.

For Review and Herald,

Annexed to eaoch receipt 1n the following list, is the Volume and Num-
ber of the Review & HerAup TO which the money receipted pays,—
which should correspond with the Numbers on the Pasters. If money for
the paper is not in due time acknowledged, immeodiate netice of the omis-
gion should then be given. -

$1.00 each. Mrs C C Whitman 85-15, J J Hughes 35-15, Mrs
M Shallenburger 856-14, M Wightman 34-14, Wm Bund 35-14 Mrs
Sarah Rich 35-15, W B Owen 85-15, J H Ma’]lary 35-15, L E Galle-
more 85-15, J J Higgins 85-11, J E Landerkin 36-1, A Rust 35-16.

$2.00 each. CR Austin 35-21, Hannah Way 34-12, J Lemley
36-14, D Halferty 86-14, John Stroup 86-14, J W Merrifield 34-1, J
M Sealy 36-1, C Champlin 36-1, 8 N Haskell 35-21, 8 D Smith
35-1, W 8anhorn 37-1,

Miscellancouws. W Avery $5.00 88-1, A D Thorp 5.00 36-1
James A Billey 50c 85-16, Bliza Burbee 2.50 34-14, F M Palmiter 8.75
36-20, }:élijih Morgan 2,50 87-1, Lucinda Patterson 2.50 38-14, E But-
ler 50c 36-1. - :

' (reneral Conference Missionary Fund,
Eliza Burbee $1.00, Church at New S8horeham, R, 1., 10.00, Church
at Peterboro. N. H., 45.00, Church at North Liberty, Ind., 24.00.

Michigan Tent and Ceresco Camp-meoting Bxpenses.
. Alex Carpenter $5.00.
Michigan Conference Fund.
-, Church at Genoa, $20.75, Chuich at Newton 5.00.
Foreign Missiona.rg Fund.
Eliza Burbes $1.00, Robert Tifft 2,00, Henry Priest 8,00, E Holty
1.00, C Bweet 2,00, L A Bowman 1.00, E Harris £.00.
Cash Received on Account.
B F Merritt $15.00.
Bookes S8ent bv Mail,

A Caldwell $1.60, J H Luttenton 4.60, C Crumb 34c, P E Burchard
22¢, Bsther R Webb 1.25, B A Bromson 2.78,d T Moore 2.00, E C Rich
25¢, J Bartlett 1.00, B F Fuller 83¢c, W W Robbins 27¢, I D Van Ilorn
1,72. G X Royce 60c, Jason Brundage 75¢, H Martin 25¢, J Barrows
30c, J Fowden 25¢, 8 Treat 1.25, 8 D 8Smith 25¢c.

Books Sent by Express,
Eld. Jas. White, Washington, Iowa, $69.01,
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