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NUMBER SEVENTERN-—REMOVAL OF SIN.

Wx now inquire-respecting the removal of the sing

of tbe cliurch, or host, from the sanctuary. We have
seen that ouly 490 of the 2300 years belonged to the
earthly sanctnary, and that the remaining 1810 years
belonged to the true sanctuary, which Gabriel. intro-
dnces to Daniel in his explanation in chapter 9; con-
seqnenily the sanctnary to be cleansed from the sins
of the chnrch, or host, at the end of the 2300 years, is
the heavenly sanctuary. Wo bave also examined those
portions of the Bible that explain how and why the
earthly sanctuary was cleansed, and have seen that
that cleansing was accomplished, not by fire, bnt by
blood. We have seen that that work was ordained for
the express pnrpose of shadowing forth the work in
the heavenly sanctnary. And we have also seen that
the sins of those who come to God through onr great
High Priest are communicated to the sanctuary, as
was tho cago in the type. DBnt we are not left withont
direct testimony on this important point. The apostle
Panl states the fact of the cleansing of the earthly
and the heavenly sanctuaries, and plainly affirms that
the latter mnst be cleansed for thbe same reason that
the former had been. He speaks as follows: ¢« And
almost all things are by the law pnrged with blood;
and without shedding of blood i3 no remission. It was
tberefore necessary that the patterns of things in the
heavens shonld be purified with these; bnt the heav-
enly things tbemselves with better sacrifices than
these. Ior Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the fignres of the trne;
bnt into Ileaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for ns.” Ieb. 9:22-24. Two important facts
are stated in this portion of Scripture:

1. The earthly sanctnary was cleansed by blood.

2. The heavenly sanctnary must be cleansed by bet-
ter sacrifices, that is, by the blood of Christ. It is
plain, then, that the idea of cleansing the sanctuary
by fire has no snpport in the Bible.

These words, as rendered by Macknight, are very
clear: ¢ And almost all things, according to the law,
are cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of
blood, there is no remission. There was a necessity,
therefore, that the representations indeed of the
holy places in the heavens, sbonld be cleansed by
these sacrifices; but the heavenly, holy places
themselves, by sacrifices better than these., There-
fore, Christ hath not entered into the holy places made
with hands; the images of the true holy places; bnt

into Heaven itself, now to appear before the face of
God on our acconnt.” Heb. 9: 22-24. Then the fact
of the cleansing of the heavenly sanctnary is plainly
tanght by the apostle Paul in his commentary on the
typical system. - And this great truth,. pﬁngz.smmd,_
is worthy of lasting remembrance.

By many, the idea of the cleansing of the heavenly
sanctnary will be treated with scorn, ¢ becanse,” say
they, ¢there is nothing in Heaven to be cleansed.”
Such overlook the fact that the holy of holies, where
God manifested his glory, and which no one bnt the
high priest conld enter, was, according to the law, to
be cleansed, becanse of the sins of the people were
borne into it by the blood of sin-offering. Lev. 16.
And they overlook the fact that Panl plainly testifies
that the heaveuly sanctnary mnst be cleansed for the
same reason. Ileb. 9:23, 24. See also Col. 1:20.
It was unclean in this sense only: the sing of men had
been borne into it throngh the blood of sin-offering,
and they must be removed. This fact can be grasped
by every mind.

The work of cleansing the sanctnary changes the
ministration from the holy place Lo the holiest of all.
Lev. 16; 1leb. 926, 7; Rev. 11:19. As the minis-
tration in the holy place of the temple in Heaven be-
gan immediately after the end of the typical system,
at the close of the sixty-nine and a half weeks, Dan.
9: 27, s0 the ministration in the boliest of all, in the
heavenly sanctnary, beging with the termination of the
2300 days. Then onv High Priest enters the holiest to
cleanse the sanctnary. The termination of this great
period marks the commencement of the ministration
of the Lord Jesus in the holiest of all. This work, as
presented in the type, we have already seen was for
the two-fold pnrpose, of the forgiveness of iniqnity,
and the cleansing of the sanctnary. And this great
work our Lord accomplishes with his own blood;
whether by tbe actual presentation of it, or by virtne
of its merits, we need not stop to inqgnire.

No one can fail to see that the cleansing of the
sanctnary is an event of infinite importance. .Tbis
accomplishes the great work of the Messiah in the
tabernacle in Heaven, and renders it complete. The
work of cleansing the sanctnary is succeeded by the
act of placing the sins thns removed, npon the head of
tbe scape-goat, to be borne away forever from the
sanctuary. The work of onr High Priest for the sins
of the world, will then be completed, and he be ready
to appear *¢ without sin unto salvation.” The act of
placing the sins npon the head of the scape-goat, in
the type, has already been notlced Lev. 16: 5, 7-10,
20-22.

The next évent of that day, after the sanctnary was
cleansed, was the pniting of all the iniquities and
transgressions of the children of Israel npon the
scape-goat, and gending him away into & land not in-
habited, or of separation. It is supposed by almost
every one that this goat typified Christ in some of his
offices, and that tbe type was fnlfilled at the first ad-
vent. From this opinion I must differ, becanse,

1. That goat was not sent away till after the high
priest had made an end of cleansing the sanctnary.
Lev. 16: 20, 21. Hence that event cannot meet its
antitype till after the end of the 2300 days.

a land not inhabited, to receive them. If onr blessed
Savionr is its antitype, he also mnst be sent away
from his people to a land not inhabited, bnt not to the

grave; for the gmﬁse/m/nwrali%’,—nuﬁﬁﬁfw,
| Heaven, for-that-i an uninhabited land.

3. The goat received and retained all the iniqnities
of Israel; but when Christ appears the second time,
he will be ¢ withont sin.”

4. The goat received the iniquities from the hands
of the priest, and he sert t¢ away. As Christ is the
priest, the goat mnst be something else besides himself
which he can send away.

5. This was one of two goats, chosen for that day,
of which one was the Lord’s, and was offered for a
sin-offering ; bnt the other was not called the Lord’s,
neither offered as a sacrifice. Its only office was to
receive the iniqnities from the priest, after he had
cleansed the sanctnary from them, and bear them into
a land not inhabited, leaving the sanctnary, priest, and
people, behind, and free from their iniquitieg. Lev.
16: 7-10, 22.

. 6. The Hebrew name of the scape-goat, as will be
geen from the margin of verse 8, is Azazel. On this
verse Wm. Jenks, in his Comp. Com., has the follow-

ing remarks: a

«Scape-goat. See different opinion in Bochart.
Spencer, after the oldest opinion of the Hebrews and
Christians, thinks Azazel is the name of the Devil;
and so. Rosenmneller, whom see. The Syriao has Az-
zail, the angel (strong one) who revolted.”

7. At tbe appearing of Christ, as tanght in Rev. 20,
Satan is to be bound and cast into the bottomless pi,
which act and place are significantly symbolized by
the ancient high priest’s sending the scape-goat into a
separate and nninhabited wilderness.

8. Thns we have the Scriptnre, the definition of the
name in two ancient langnages, both spoken at the
same time, and the oldest opinion of the Christians in
favor of regarding the scape-goat as the type of Satan.

Because it is said, ¢“The goat shall bear npon him
all their inignities into & land not inhabited,” Lev.
16: 22, and John said, ‘“Behold the Lamb of God, that
taketh fmargin, beareth] away the sin of the world,”
it is conclnded withont further thought that the former
was the type of the latter. Bnt a little attention to
the law will show that the gins were borne from the
people by the priest, and from the priest by the goat.

1. They are imparted to the victim.

2. The priest bore them in its blood to the sanctn-
ary.

8. After cleansing it from them, on the tenth day of
the seventh month, he bore them to the scape-goat.

4. The goat finally bore them away beyond the camp
of Israel to the wilderness.

This was the legal process, and when fulfilled, the
author of sins will have received them back again (but
the nngodly will bear their own sins), and his head
will have been brnised by the seed of the woman;
“the strong man armed” will have been bound by a
stronger than he, and his honse (the grave) spoiled of
its goods, the saints. Matt. 12:29; Lnke 11: 21, 22.

The great work of the atonement is now complete,
and the work of our Lord, as priest, accomplished.
The sins of those who have obtained pardon through

2, It was sent away from Israelinto the wilderness,

the great sin-offering, are, at the close of our Lord’s

Ky
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work in the holy places, blotted out, Acts 8: 1§, and
being then transferred to the seape-goat, are borne
away from the sanctuary and host forever, and rest
upon the head of their author, the devil. The Azazel,
or antitypical scape-goat, will then have received the
sing of those who have been pardoned in the sanctu-
ary, and in ‘the lake of fire will suffer for the sins
which he has instigated. God’s people, the host, will
then be free forever from their iniguity. ¢ He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still; and he that is.righteous, let
him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be
holy still. And behold, I come quickly; and my reward
is with me, to give to every man according as his work
shall be.” Rev. 22:11,12. < And to you who are

! troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesug shall be
. revealed from Heaven with his mighty angels, in flam-

ing fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God,

" and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
! 2 Thess. 1:7, 8

i recteth his steps.

A MaN’s heart deviseth his way; but the Lord di-
Prov. 16: 9.

S. D. A, Pl]blisﬂ{ﬁg' Association, -

Irs TerrE ANNUAL MEETING.

PursUANT to notice given in Review, the Tenth

~ Annual Meeting of the Seventh-day Adventist Pub-
‘ lishing Association was held in Battle Creek, Mich.,

March 17, 1870. President in the chair.
opened with prayer by Eld. Joseph Bates.
was then called.

Meeting
The roll
Members present 99, representing

" 218 votes.

On motion of J. H. Waggoner, it was

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on
Nommahons, whereupon the Chair appointed J. H.
Waggoner, D. M. Canright, and Geo. 1. Butler.

Adjourned to 2 o’clock . m.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met aceording to adjournment.
J. H. Waggoner.

Committee on Nominations reported the following
nameg, who were duly nominated and elected : Presi-
dent, fames White; Vice President, G. H. Bell;
tary, Mrs. A. P, Van Horn; Zreasurer, Miss Anna M.
Driscall; Auditor, Wm. C. Gage; Commitiee of Publica-
tion, James White, J. N. Andrews, and J. H. Wag-
goner.

On motion of Eld. J. H. Waggoner, Uriah Smith
was elected Editor of the REViEW & HERALD.

On motion of J. H. Waggoner, G. H. Bell was elected
Editor of the Youth’s Instructor.

On motion of J. N. Andrews, it was

Resolved, That we pay the Editor of the Revisw &
HERALD the sum of $12.00 per week fox hig services.

Prayer by Eld.

'On motion of J. H. Waggoner, it was

Resolved, That we pay the Editor of the Youth’s
Instructor at the rate of $ 12.00 per week for the time
employed in the duties of his office. .

On motion of W. C. Gage, it was

Resolved, That the Pres1dent reeeive the sum of
$12.00 per week for his services.

The Auditor presented the following report which

. was read and approved :

TREASURER’S REPORT

T the Tenth Annual Mecting of the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Publishing Association for the year ending March 11,
1870.

RECEIPTS.

Cash on hand May 1, 1889, $1,230 25

Recelved on REVIEW & HERAL‘D, $5,089 81

¢ Youtk’s Instructor, 608 11

“ <« Health Reformer, 1,389 08

¢ ¢ QOffice Sales, 4,183 01

¢ < Accounts & Deposits, 44,690 25

“ ¢ Donations, . 2500
¢ ¢ Shares, 28 26 o

i “ Job Work, 1,653 68

“« ¢ Foreign Mmsxon, 2,488 01

« ¢ Mich. Conf. Fund, 3,286 95

¢« <« @en. Conf. Fund, 2,665 91

“ ¢ Rent, 18 756
J— $65,956 82
Total, $67,187 07

‘Secre-

EXPENDITURES.
Paid out on deposits, $39,048 48
« ¢ for Stoek, 10,449 61
s« s Office Labor, 5,481 88

¢« Materials & Sundries, 1,470 96
“ Wood, Freight, and

Incidentals, 1,894 89
¢ <« on Real Estate, 57 65
¢« « for Office Library, 4 00
« e« Writing Manuseript
for Books, 474 73
¢« on Foreign Mission, 376 87
¢« ¢ Mich. Conf. Fund, 3,615 15
¢ <« Gen, Conf, Fund, 3,020 78
Total, $65,894 50
Cash on hand te balance,” 1,292 67
) ——$67,187 07
INVENTORY.
Total value of the property of
the Assoeiation as per
inventory, $44,068 01
Association holds notee to the
amount of 9,130 71

Due the Association on book acct., 9,984 85

Cash on hand Mareh 11, 1870, 1,292 57
—-$64,471 14
Association owes as follows :
On Notes, ’ $4,721 19
¢ Book Account 19,262 26
o $93,983 45
Assets after all debts are paid, $40,487,69
Assets a8 given in last report,
May 1, 1869. $32,786 53
Increase during the year, $7,761 19

CERTIFICATE.

I hereby certify that I have given the books and ac-
counts of the 8. D. A Publishing Association a careful
examination, and arrive at the foregoing results, ac-
eording to my best information and belief.

1. D. Vax Horn, Auditor.

On motion of J. N. Andrews, it was

Resolved, That the Auditor receive the sum of $10.00
per week for his services in auditing the accounts of
the Association.

Bemarks by Bro. White and Andrews.

Adjourned to the eall of the Chair.

James WHITE, President,
E. 8. WALRER, Secretary.

Health Reform Institute.

IN responmse to the eall made in the REviEw, the
stockholders of the Health Reform Institute assembied
at the Seventh-day Adventist house of worship, Fri-
day, March 18, 1870. Meeting called to order, and
opened with prayer by Bro. Bates. Bro. U. Smith
was elected chairman of the meeting. On calling the
roll, it was ascertained that 705 shares were repre-
sented, either in person or by proxy.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Auditor’s report was presented, and is as fol-
lows :

Hearra InstiTurs Casit ACCOUNT.

For the year commencing May 1, 1869, and ending
March 10, 1870,

RECEIVED,
Cash on hand May 1, 1869, $ 123 90
On Shares and Salea, 324 94
From Patients, 8,108 95
Incidental Sales, 992 41
On Charitable Fund, 10 00
On Account, 3,063 90
Total, ———$12,614 10
PAID.
Stock and Furniture, 702 97
Incidental Expenses, 5,281 48
Help, 2,117 85
On Account, - 4,067 91
Out of Charitable Fund, 828 22

Cash on hand March 10, 1870, 115 72
Total, —$12,614 10

FINANCIAL WORKINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDING
manox 10, 1870.

RECEIPTS.

From Patients,

On Incidental Sales,

Due from Patients on the past
year’s account,

$8,108 95
992 41

1,810 83

Total,

—$10,911 69

EXPENDITURES,
Tnvoice of May 1, 1869, $ 562 83
Incidental Expenses, 5,281 43
Paid Help, 2,117 856
Their due to date, 164 19
Allowing 20 per cent on
$4,282 25, 848 45
Making, 8,972 75
Less the Invoice of Provisions
and Goods on hand, 965 46
Total, ———$8,007 29
Leaving the Excess of Beceipts, $2,904 40

This is to certify that I have carefully examined the
books of the Health Reform Institute, and find the ac-
counts appertaining thereto correctly kept, and that the
above statement of accounts is correct as far as I am
able to judge. Saxps H. Laxs, duditor.

On motion, the Auditor’s report was accepted.

A nominating committee of three was appointed,
who reported the following names as candidates for
Directors: B. Salisbury, M. J. Cornell, G. H. Bell,
8. H. King, B. H. Root, D. R. Palmer, and 8. A. Mo
Pherson.

On motion of J. N. Andrews, it was voted to strike
out See. 6, of Article X, from the Constitution.

On motion of Bro. White, it was

Resolved, That we take immediate measures to pay

the notes held against the Institute by the Publishing
Asgsoeiation.

Adjourned sine die.
U. SmrrH, Chairman pro lem.

E. 8. WALRER, Secretary.

First Annual Meeting of the 8. D. A. Mis-
sionary Society.

Tuis Society, organized at last Conference, held its
first annual meeting, in Battle Creek, Sunday, March
20, at 9 o. m. Reading of Constitution. Report from
Bro. White in reference to the funds of the Society.
About $1700 have been raised to help the friends in
Switzerland. Raised on General Fund $2490 01.
Paid out $898.72, leaving $2096.29. This, with the
amount raised for brethren in Europe, makes about
$8796.29 in the treasury. Eleven new members of the
Society were received on payment of §5.00each.

Voted, That the funds raised for the cause in Eu-

rope be held to publish books, and advance the gen-
eral interests of the work there.

Voted, That Bro. A. C. Bourdeau make out a bill of
expenges incurred by him in missionary work, said
bill to be paid out of the treasury of this Soclety.

On motion, the chair appointed Eld. A. C. Bour-
dean, H. T. Hewett, and Eld. D. M. Canright, as a
committee to inquire into the matter of what is due
the missionaries to California.

Adjourned to call of chairman.

Jas. Wures, President.
U. Swmrrs, Secretary.

Christian Character
Is Nor formed in & day. Like the oak, it must have
time and space for full development. It is not got up
on short notice, upen a few good resclutions, and a
few shining achievements; but is the result of long
and laborious effort and cave.

Not o fow start out in this narrow path hoping by
superior ability and the blessing of God, to avoid
many of the trials to which others have been sub-
jected; but painful experience teaches them the bitier
lesson of human frailty, and they either yield to the
pressure, or learn to climb carefully, and meekly, the
difficult ascent.

None can claim exemption from danger and toil
None can avoid the wholesome discipline of 2 firm but
gracious God. Through labor, toil, and suffering, in
watchfulness, in sorrow, the candidate for immortal-
ity presses on. His peace of mind, which is to him
of priceless value, is often attended with the keenest
pangs of sorrow for sin; and his fears lest he should
gin against God, solemnize his mind. His repentance
is not the painfyl remorse of the rebellious sinner,
but i3 the heartfelt sorrow of the conscientious child,
who mourns that he has broken the just and whole-
gome rules of his Father’s house.
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But the Christian does unot form a character wholly
by regret of the past. He cultivates the several vir-
tues indispensable to the soldier in this holy warfare:
Firmness in doing right, courage in standing at his
post, constancy, endursnce, perseverance in severe
trials, watchfulness amid visible and unseen foes, care
in sustaining the interests of the cause in which he
hag enlisted, & sense of responsiblity in bearing bur-
dens which naturally fall to hislot, and constant prayer-
fulness lest he be left to himself. Faith in God is hig
starting point and base of operations; virtue is his
rule of life; knowledge, patiently, diligently attained,
enlarges his mind; temperance holds him in her
golden chain; patience sweetens his cup of sorrow;
godliness elevates his soul above the sensual world
around; brotherly kindness causes him to be useful
and agreeable to all; charity throws its graceful folds
over all, and disarms his foes, and purifies him to ex-
ert a purifying influence upon others.

Amid the contradictions and manifold trials cast
upon him, he sits calmly awaiting the end of all things,
and learns to guffer silently, and without complaint.
The Christian learns to labor for his Master, amid op-~
position and gcorn, discouragement and gloom. Amid
disappointment and trials he continues cheerful.

Jos. CLARKE.

Taking a Pleasure Trip.

Ary right, no harm, if so be God is in it, true and
love. Little folks and great folks have no right to do
this, do that, go there, by sea, or by land, except God
permits, says, “Go!” < In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

It's our pleagure to pleasc God, do his will. Young
readers, are the angels happy, think you? What
makes them happy? Because they fly on wings obedi-
ent! Don’t you want to be an angel? Well y, fly!
Jly! on angel’s wings, to do good, to make others
happy. Are you born of the Holy Spirit, regenera-
ted? Have old things passed away, and all things be-
Do you love the Lord with all your heart,
soul, and strength, your neighbor as yourself? Are
your little hearts full of faith and the Holy Spirit?
Are you going forth weeping, bearing precious seed?
Is holiness written on your foreheads and your
door-posts ! What now—any time or relish for
cricket, dominoes, checkers, fox and geese, and other
games of chance, that kill time and lead to gambling?

Every description of gambling is unsafe, because of
the irresistible tendencies of indulging in games of
hazard. No one can deny that the mental passion for
gambling is as terrible and as destructive as the phys-
ical appetite for strong drink, and they are to a great
extent concomitant or supplementary, one of the other.
No one can doubt that the love of hazard, ig a natural,
mental passion. The tendency of the whole system
of gaming is to an undue stimulus of this love of

- hazard, and there must evidently be somewhere a line

that divides the safe from the dangerous. Where is
that line ?

It is at least safe for every lover of humanity to dis-
countenance and renounce every type and ingtrument
of gaming which is erer employed in gambling. It is
dangerous enough to encourage games which stimulate
this passion, though they are not capable of awaken-
ing the enthusiasm necessary for gambling; but to use
the very tools of the gambler is hazardous indeed.

We speak from experience and wide observation.
When & boy, we became so infatuated with whist,
checkers, fox and geese, that we lest all relish for
study, and sometimes the day broke to find us still at
the table. ]

No question is exciting greater interest in the Chris-
tian public, than that of amusements, or pleasure-
geeking. The Waickman says: ¢ Thig spirit is pen-
etrating our churches and coloring our Christian-
ity. The demand is, that our sanctuaries, and our
Sabbath Schools, and our prayer-meetings, should be
amusing. Attractive is the word used. Opera music
is furnished in the sanctuary. It attracts; it fills the
pews. The Sabbath School must be attractive. The
children must be amused. Sabbath School concerts
and anniversaries must be spiced with witty ancedotes,

and prayer-meetings must be made attractive by hold-
ing them in rooms furnished with the apparatus for
popular games. A brother in the ministry deseribed
to me the furnishing of & room for a Young Men’s
Christian Association in one of our cities. Along each
side of the room wera tables for playing dominoes,
backgammon, and checkers, and around these, young
men gat, absorbed in their games,’till the moment for
the prayer-meeting came, and then the tables were
cleared, and worship began. Now, in the name of all
that is proper, and serious, ‘and sacred, we protest
againgt this combination. The experience of years
has taught us that the prayer-meetings which have
been most profitable to us have been those to which
we have gone from the closet, and from our knees.
Can these young men turn at once, and without leav-
ing their places, from an exciting game to acts of
prayer and praise ? Is this the fitting.preparation for
an approach to the presence of Him before whom an-
gels vail their faces 2’

Little Christian, your soul is alive in God, on fire for
salvation; you can say with the psalmist, ““Oh! how
love I'thy law: it is my meditation all the day.”” What
now—fall into this trap of Satan? Not a word of it, not

a golden moment will be wasted in the pursuit of mere.

worldly amusements, however innocent in themselves
they may be considered. Your pleasure is in doing
good, in social and religious meetings, in the most
earnest and energetic efforts for the promotion of every
enterprise that is calculated to glorify God, and bless
any portion of the human race. All the pleasure that
is found in social parties or games of chance, for mere
amusement, will prove in the end to have been too
dearly purchased. Such pleasure-seeking on the part
of Christians, distracts their attention from worthy
objects, renders them barren of religious enjoyment,
and destroys their Christian influence with the impen-
itent. It is equivalent to acknowledging that there is
not enough in the religion of the Bible to employ and
satisfy the mind. This is an alarming inference; but
there is no escape from it.

The religion of the Bible rejoices the soul, fills it
with unspeakable delight. The word of God is sweéter
to the taste than honey or the honey-comb. Those
who most fully appreciate the magnitude of the duties
of life—the work of living for eternily—will have the
least concern about pleasure of any kind.

¢ Fathers, mothers, when your song
Look to you, for daily bread,
Dare ye, in mock’ry, load w1th stones
The table that for them is spread ?
How can ye hope your sons will live,
1If ye, for fish, a serpent give 2’

“Why do ye spend money for that which is not
bread, and your labor for that which satisfieth not?
Hearken diligently, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itgelf in fatness. Ho! every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price.”
Isa. 55:2, 1. ¢ (Oh! that men were wise, that they un-
derstood this!”—D. F. Nuwron, Hd., ‘ Apples of
Gold.”

The Weather Phencmenon,

Ix this locality (Ottowa Co., Mich.,) as elsewhere,
the extreme changeableness of the weather during the
past year, and especially during the present winter,
has become the subject of general remark. Various
opinions are given as to the cause of it, most of them,
no doubt, wide of the truth.

The theory most commonly extant concerning this
phenomenon, is that it is the result of extreme solar
agitation.

The earth evidently forms a natural battery with
its positive and negative poles. It is not wonderful
therefore to suppose, that, when a superior electric
influence like that exerted by the sun, is brought to
bear upon it, it should sensibly feel the thrill, espe-
cially in the versatile elementsthat envelop its surface.

But that this is the sole, or even the prime, cause
of the changebleness of our climate, is not admissable,
from the fact that the same cause would produce a like
result upon other dependent worlds, and their sinless
inhabitants thereby be made to suffer. The same sun-

light and heat that brings vegetation on rich alluvialg
to a high state of perfection, may cause miasmatic
vapors to arise from adjacent marshes, spreading dis-
ease and death everywhere W1thm the reach of its
infection.

The same. laws that are.ordained for a terror to evil-
doers, are a praise to them that do well. So, also,
the same laws of nature that in our world produce
such disastrous results, may, in our sister planets, be
productive of good, only, to their sinless inhabitants,

Although seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat,
were to continue while the earth should remain, yet,
it is evident, from well-attested facts, that under the
curse of Grod that rests upon it, the earth is becoming
less and less fruitful, its climate less and less hospitable
for the human race that treads its surface, diminished
a8 they are in stature, impaired in health, and ap-
proaching consequent extinction.

Testimonies concerning the former fruitfulness of

the earth, when compared with its present produc-
tions, would not be fully ecredited by this generation,
were it not for the remains of vegetable productions
found in coal-beds, and the hvmg witness of the
mammoth trees of Californig,. - -
—-Of the-former; & spec:es of the club-moss, known as
the lepidodendra, attained to a hight of from sixty
to eighty feet, with a diameter, at the base, of three
feet. IMerodotus, inspeaking of the luxuriant vegetable
productions of Chaldea, states as an incident, that the
leaves of the wheat and barley, were four fingersin
width; and the yield of grain, was usually from one
hundred to three hundred-fold.

A plant of the milkweed species grew last year
(1869), in a rich seil adjacent to my garden, and at-
tained to the unusual hight of fourteen feet and three
inches. The same species might attain to a greater
hight in a tropical climate. But under the most favor-
able circumstances, it could not approximate in mag-
nitude the usual growth of like plants in former times
when a tropical climate evidently reached a very high
latitude, probably extending as far north as the coast
of Greenland and northern Siberia. .

On every hand, rapidly-accamulating evidences go
to show that the earth is receding from her primitive
youth and loveliness, and approaching, through age
and decrepitude, certain dissolution. To this truth
the mighty earthquake bears testimony, upheaving
islands and continents; and the deep, dark sea re~
sponds in dismal wailings, and fearful tidal waves.

The terrific hurricane devastates hamlet, and city,
and navy; and what of vegetable and animal life sur-
vive the shock of these, remain ¢o be cousumed, those,
by the ingeet, the worm, and the inclement seasons as
they come and go; and these, by increasing and com-
plicated diseases, whose name is emphatically legion.

Although in some parts of the earth, much that is
excellent in the animal and vegetable kingdoms is
still produced, yet is it not evident to every candid
observer that on this point the average tendency is
downward in the scale of excellence and quantity,
and where will this all end?

Evidently in dissolution and utter extinetion. But
for the elect’s make, the work will evidently be cut
short by the judgments of God upon those who have
corrupted the earth, Then will Jeremiah’s pathetic
prophecy meet with its exact fulfillment:

1 beheld the earth, and lo, it was without form and
void; and the heavens, and they had no light.”” «Tbhe-
held, and lo, there was no man, and all the birds of
the heavens were fled. I beheld, and lo, the fruitful
place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were
broken down at the presence of the Lord, and by hig
fierce anger.”” Jer. 4: 28, 25, 26.

Dear reader, if you, in that day, be without Christ,
nothing can save you from the death that wiil be vis-
ited upon all the enemies of God. But if you seek
Jesus now, it may be you will then be hid in him from
the fierce anger of the Lord. That thiz may be your
happy lot and mine, is my prayer.

Aporrrus BmiTH.

Ir a person possess any tolerable amount of com-
mon-sense and experience, his own mode of laying out
his business is best, not because it is the best in itself,
but because it ig his own mode.
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Ohe Beview and Hervald,

“ Banctify them through thy Truth; thy Word is Truth.”

BarrLe Creek, MicH., THIRD-DaY, MArcH 22, 1870.

J. N. ANDREWS, EDITOR.

Anniversary Week in Battle Creek.

Tur week devoted to such of the yearly meetings of
8. D. Adventists as are usually held in Battle Creck,
has just passed. This year have been held, the eighth
annual session of the General Conference, the tenth of
the Michigan Conference, the tenth of the Pnblishing
‘Association, the fourth of the Health Reform Institute,
and the second of the Missionary Society.

The business sessions of all these bodies were most
pleasant and harmonious. The doings will be found
in other portions of this paper. One marked feature
on this occasion was the interest which was manifested
in the business sessions, and the blessing of the Lord
which seemed to attend all the deliberations. The
business proceedings were interspersed with cheering
remarks; and pointed and éoul-stil‘ring appeals were
frequently made. It has never been our privilege to

attend meetings of this nature where the interest took

go high a range, and was so uniformly maintained, as
has been the case in these meetings from the very ont~
set to the cloge. A good spirit and a good influence
pervaded them all. The Lord is leading his servants
to take more elevated views of the importance and ho-
liness of this work, and what it is destined, according
to the light of his word, to accomplish in the earth.
We are henceforth to work from a higher stand-point,

It appears that God is remarkably opening the way
for the spread of the light. Incident after incident
was mentioned by different ones during the meetings,
all going to show that God is preparing the way be-
fore his people, even faster than they are prepared to
respond to the openings of his providence.

The visit of the 8. D. Baptist delegate, Prof. J. Al-
len, of Alfred Center, N. Y., was a very pleasant fea-
ture of the meeting. We hail with joy this tangible
evidence of friendly interchange of feeling between
these two denominations, net only because they oc-
cupy common ground on the fourth commandment,
which is a cardinal point with them both, but also be-
cause, in the grand contest which is approaching, in
reference to this primeval and heavenly institution,
all its friends will need to stand together with joined
hands and sympathizing hearts. A more intimate ac-
quaintance with each other will, we believe, correct
misapprehengions, show less of difference than hag been
supposéd, and reveal a common ground on which they
can accomplish a great and good co-operalive work.

A brief report of the preliminary meetings that were
held the week preceding the Couference, appeared in
last week’s REvizw. This renders it unnecessary that
we dwell at length on the spiritual aspects of subse-
quent meetings. The good work of the Lord in former
meetings gavetone to these. Anincreasing confidence
in the work could be heard from the lips of many, and
read in the countenances of still more. All seemed to
feel it good to be there.

But a true photograph gives not only the lights but
also the shades. We have not seen all that accom-
plished that we wished. There was not that general
surrender and breaking down before God, that we had
hoped to witness. Ministers and people felt the lack
that had long existed with them. .But a good blow
hag been struck, and a good impression been made.
And if the instructions and earnest exhortations given
shall be oarried home by all who attended the meet-
ings, diffused throughout the body, and put in prae-
tice, this Conference will mark a new era in the prog-
ress of this work.

SiTvATions are like skeins of thread or silk. To
make the most of them, we need only to take them by
the right end.

MoDEsTY ig to merit what the shades are in a pic-
ture; it gives it strength and relief.

The Order of Events in the Judgment.,

NUMBER TWENTY.

THE judgment of wicked men, and of evil angels, by
the saints, dnring the thousand years, will solve to
their minds, by means of the examination of the books
of God’s remembrance, the providence of God which
has seemed dark and mysterious. For God will then
lay open the hidden springs of human e¢onduct, and
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make
manifest the counsels of the heart. -1 Cor. 4: 5.

The course of those who have diligently used the
comparatively small measure of light which has been
granted them, will come up to condemn thoge who have
been favored with great light and have neglected it:
Matt. 12: 41, 42; Luke 11: 81, 82.

And in like manner those who have been cut off in
their sins, ag & warning to others, and who wonld
have repented had as great light been granted them
as those who have lived at 2 later time have enjoyed,
will come up ‘in this examination to condemn most
fearfully those who have had the example of their
fate, and had seen greater light than they, and yet
have not repented. Matt. 11:21-28; Luke 10: 13.

But even those wicked men who have been thus cut off
by God’s judgments as an example to those that after
should live ungodly, shall come up in the judgment for
the complete punishment of their sins. But their case
shall be more tolerable in the judgment than that of
those who have had the example of their punishment,
and have had far greater light than they were favored
with, and yet have refused to repent. Matt. 10: 15;
11:22, 24; Luke 10: 12, 14. Thus, even the mitigat-
ing eircumstances are taken into the acconnt in the
judgment of the wicked, as certainly as are those of
an aggravating character. Surely Ged is, in the high-
est sense, just and righteons.

The record of the righteous, as we have seen, is
passed upon by the Father when he counts them wor-
thy to have part in the resurrection to immortality ,
and by the Son when they stand before him to receive
according to their labors and sacrifices in the cauge of
God. And that record will show in the case of every
one who is ahle to stand in the judgment so perfect a
work of repentance, and confession, and reparation of
wrongs done toward others, that not one sinful man
can rige up in the judgment against them. Isa. 54:
17. )

The judgment, by the saints, of Satan and his angels
and of wicked men being accomptished, it appears
that, jnst before the thousand years expire, the holy
city with its immortal inhabitants descends npon our
earth, upen a place prepared for it. See Zech. 14:
4, 5.

At thetermination of the thousand yearsall the wicked
dead hear the voice of the Son of God and come forth,
John 5: 28, 29. The unjust have their resurrection.
Acts 24:15. *“The rest of the dead’” live again.
Rev. 20: 5. They come forth from the depths of the
ocean and from the caverns of earth; for the sea
gives np the dead, and hades gives them up also.
And they come forth alive, for death itself gives them
up. Rev. 20:18,

And now Satan is loosed for his final work, He
begins it just where he left it off. He had gathered
the nations to the great battle, when he was bound
and they were cut off. Rev. 19. Now, after they
have been “many days’ in the ¢ prison,” the time
comes for Satan to visit them as they are loosed from
it for their execution. Isa. 24:21, 22; Eze. 88:8, 9.
He resumes his work by ineiting them to capture the
city of God. Rev. 20:7-9. And thug, by the direct
action of Satan, all the wicked, with himself and his
angels at their head, stand in the presence of Christ,
for the exeoution of the judgment,

As the righteous stand in Christ’s presence immedi-
atoly after they are made immortal, that they may each
receive according to their labor (2 Cor. 5:10; Matt.
16:27), 8o do the wicked thus stand in his presence
after the second resurrection. As the righteous can-
not receive punishment for their sing after they have
been blotted out, it follows that those who stand before
him to receive for their evil deeds are the wicked, who
stand thus in his pregence, after the examination of

their cases by his saints, during the thousand years.

We may safely conclude that many who go down to
their graves self-deceived, will eome up in the second
resurrection really expecting to be saved, and qnuite
unaware that it is the resnrrection of the unjust. We
think this is the very time when our Lord’s words
shall have their fulfillment :

Matt. 7:22, 23: «Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
dons many wonderful works? And then will T pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.”

And now, for the first time, ail the members of the
human family are congregated in one vast assembly.
The wicked see the righteous in the kingdom of God,
and realize that they themselves are thrust ont. And
when the wicked realize the mercy which they have
slighted, and the infinite saerifice made for their salva-
tion in the death of God’s only Son, and remember
their persistent continuance in sin till God could bear
no longer, every knee will bow in deepest abssement,
acknowledging that God is just, and that their ruin
was caused by themselves alone, while the throne of
God is forever clear,

And ag both classes behold the final result of faith-
ful obedience, and of persistent sin, they will, with one
mind and voice, declare, ‘“ Verily, there is a reward
for the righteous; verily, he iz a God that judgeth in
the earth.” Ps. 58:11. And now the Son of God
pronounces the awful sentence: ‘¢ Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels.” Matt. 25:41.

And now, after the example of Sodom and Gomor-
rah, fire comes down from God out of Heaven and de-
vours them. Rev. 20:9; 2 Pet. 276; Gen. 19:24-28,
It is the burning earth that constitutes the grest lake
of fire in which the wicked shall experience the second
death, 2 Pet. 8:7-12; Mal. 4:1-8; Prov, 11:81.
Satan and his angels shall gshare this furnace of fire
with wicked men; for, indeed, it was originally pre-
pared for them, Matt. 25: 41; Isa. 80: 33.

Finally, the earth shall be not only melted, but dis~
solved. 2Pet. 8:10,11. Such shall be the intense ac-
tion of the devouring fire, that the earth itgelf, being
reduced to a gaseous condition, shall flee away from
the presence of Him that sitteth upon the great white
throne, who is doubtless God the Father, Rev. 20:11.
Then he that sitteth upon the throne shall say, ¢ Bn-
HoLD, | MARE ALL THINGS NEW.” Rev. 21:5. And
all the elements that were dissolved in the devouring
fire shall unite again to form the earth. The New Je-
rusalem shall have place upon the new earth, and the
glory of God shall fill the earth as the waters fill the
sea. The. saints shall bear the image of the second
Adam, as now they bear that of the first, and shall live
for endless ages. Sin, being thus struck out of exist-
ence, in the uiter destruction of all evil doers, shall
never rise up again to mar the handiwork of God.
The universe shall be as clean as it was before the re- -
bellion of Satan, and

GOD SHALL BE ALL IN ARL.

Interesting Baptism.

A Youna brother, J. A. Johnson, embraced the pres-
ent truth in Chelsea, Mass., last November. 1lis rel-
atives were opposed, and grieved over the ‘step he was
taking ; but his convictions were deep and strong, and
his love of the truth prevailed: he stepped out decid-
edly on the Sabbath. Being very feeble, his friends
decided to send him te the Health Institute, and gen-
erously raised funds for that purpose. It was appar-
ent that he was far gone with consumption, and he
geemed fully to realize it. His mind had been exer-
cised in regard to the duty of baptism, and in consid-
eration of his feeble state, preparations were made to
administer it in the Institnte.

On Sabbath morning, March 12, a company was as-
sembled in the dressing room, to whom I spoke on the
object of baptism and the necessity of entire conseera-
tion, and seldom have I had a more blessed time on
any similar occasion. We then stepped into the bath
room and the rite was administered, while the most
solemn feelings prevaile&. Bro. J., since his baptism,
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enjoys great peace and assurance in the Lord, and if
he falls asleep we trust he will be raised in immor-
tality to eternal life. J. H. W

Business Proceedings
Or tue WIGHTH ANNUAL SHSSION OF THE GENERAL
CoNrprENCE OF S. D. ADVENTISTS.

ConrERENCE assembled, according to appointment in
Review, March 15, 1870, Singing, Calvary. Prayer
by Eld. Geo. I. Butler, of Towa.

Delegates being call for, credentials were presented
by the following brethren:

Towa Conference. Elds. Geo. I. Butler, D, M. Can-
right,

2. & Wis. Conference.
T. M. Steward.

Olio Conference. Oliver Mears.

N, Y. & Pa. Conference. Ira Abbey, Henry Hilliard.

Michigan Conference. Asron Hilliard, G. H. Bel),

Elds. Robt. ¥. Andrews,

Wm. Carpenter, Franklin Howe, Chas. Jones, S. A, .

MecPherson.

Vermout Conference. Elds. A. C. Bourdeau, A.
Stone.

Massachusetts, Eld. 8. N, Haskell.

Minnesota. By letter.

California. H. T, Hewett:

Maine. Eld, C. Goodrich.

Rhode Island. Eld. P. ¢ Rodman.

Missouri. Tld. . C. Blanchard. ~

New Hampshire. W. H. Ball.

Switzerland. James Ertzenberger.

Other brethren present from the several States
were invited to take seats with the delegates, to take
part in the deliberations of the Conference.

Minutes of last meeting read and accepied.

Treagurer’s report presented, showing the following
standing of the Conference funds:

Cash on hand May 1, 1869, $ 191 97
Cash received to March 15, 1870, 2,656 91
2,747 88

" Paid out as per Treasurer’s book, 8,020 78

Present indebtedness of the Conference, $ 272 90

Reports from State Conferences being called for, the
“following were presented, showing the standing of
State Conferences as follows :

Gen't  Conforence) |, ] ] . S
somary 18 ([0 B 138, | Bsy TSR IR,
Foreio Year 1800/ 515| § 15 8| SY 1K5E ] Ry PSS |NE
— k S IR N S S [ .8
xawss ov (551 § §§ MY (Np3| 9% | M3y WS
Consermnoss. |88 S 1SS wh %38 | uRS | ko |ws
Towa. 2011 17} 470!$ 2624 38|
Maine, 31| 1 298, 678 79|
Irchigan, 11{15) 51(1749] 6732 40i$2475 43| $4256 971
Minnesota, 212 g 21 915 0| 915 0
N, Y. & Penn, 55| 24| 5689 2954 07| 201 54 2752 53|
Ohto. 11 185 1132781 1028 1122 52
Vermont, 5)2) 12/ 256] 1447 00} 125 00{ 1322 ()
Wis, & Lltinods, |5(81 24 717| 3314 00| 662 80] 2651 20|
N. K, Misston, 21 17] 779 122404 180 00) 1044 04
GQalifornie Mis'n,|2 4i 130 800 00 800 00|
Furopean Mis'n. 50
Total.  |37135/170/5440/§21822 4683655 031513020 22{$1844 01

Missionary reports were presented from J. N,
Longhborough, D. T, Bourdeau, John Matteson, S. N.
Hagkell, P. C. Rodman, M. E. Cornell,. 1. D. Van
Horn, R. J. Lawrence, James White, J. N. Andrews,
and J. H. Waggoner.

Interesting remarks were made by Elds. White,
Andrews, and Waggoner, in reference to their respect-
ive fields of labor.

On motion, the chair appointed the following com-
mittees.

Auditing Committee. 0. Mears, Ohlo; Wm. Carpen-
ter, Indiana ; Ira Abbey, H. Hilliard, New York; G. H.
Bell, Chas. Jones, Michigan.

Committece on Resolutions.
Waggoner, G. H. Bell.

Committee on Nominations. 8. N. Haskell, 8. A.
MecPhergon, W. H. Ball, ’

Adjourned to 2 r, M.

J. N. Andrews, J. H.

Szconp Session. Prayer by Eld. A. Stens, of Ver-
mont.

Committee on Nominations reported thefollowing for
the officers of the Conference the coming year:

President, Jas. White ; Secretary, U. Smith ; Treasurer,
G. H. Bell; Ezecutive Committee, Jas. While, J. N,
Andrews, J. H. Waggoner.

These nominations were thereupon ratified by vote
of the Conference.

Committee on Resolutions reported by offering the
following, which were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That while our sympathies are drawn out
toward our brethren in other lands, we are not forget-
ful of the interests of those in our own land, who are
of foreign birth, and speak other languages. Their
devotion to the truth has won our warmest regard,
and we pledge to them all the aid and encouragement
that our ability and circumstances will permit. In
this direction we will do all that les in our power to
publish works in their respective languages to corres-
poud as nearly as possible in price with similar
works in English.

Resolved, 1. That we approve of the recent action

‘| of the Battle Creek Church, and indorgse the resolu-

tions adopted by it. And we further express, as the
mind of this General Conference, that the Publishing
Association has a right to ingist that the influence gur-
rounding its office shall be of the best kind. And it
is our decided opinion that when - unconsecrated
persons, without advice, move into the neighborhood
of the Office, and call the editor, officers, and em-
ployes away from their business to attend to their
personal difficulties, they are hindering the cause of
God, and robbing the Lord’s treasury, by occupying
the time of those who are called and employed to de-
vote their strength and energies to this sacred work.

2. That in view of our past experience, and the
troubles arising in this direction, we disapprove of,
and protest against, persons moving into the neigh-
borhood where the office is located, without first con-
sulting the Txecutive Committee of the General Con-
ference.

Resolved, That in view of the repeated admonitions
of the Spirit of God of the alarming prevalence of
licentiousness in its various forms, and of the purity
of life requisite to stand before a holy God; and of
the sad instances of depravity manifested by some
professing to keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus Christ, we regard the book recently
published, entitled, “Solemn Appeal,” as most timely,
and we cordially recommend it to all as a valuable and
much-needed work.

Resolved, That for the sake of our blessed Redeemer.

we desire to cultivate fraternal feelings, and maintain
friendly relations, with all who name the name of
Christ; and in particular with those who in common
with us hold to the unpopular doctrine of the second
advent of our Saviour near.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

Whereas, We as a people have held the doectrine of
the perpetuity of Spiritual Gifts, and professed to be-

‘lieve that ¢ the spirit of prophecy” was manifested

among us as *the remnant,” (Rev.12:17; 19:10.)

And whereas, Our faith on this subject has been, to
a very great extent, a merely nominal or dead faith,
ag the following facts bear witness:

1. The Testimonies of the Spirit have faithfunlly
warned against the spirit of worldliness and selfish-
ness, yot very many of the pergons professing to be-
lieve the Testimonies have manifested this spirit in
their lives.

2. The Testimonies have spoken most pointedly of
the danger arising from the licentious tendencies of
the age, and of the necessity of purity of heart and
life, yet we have had a most deplorable case of de-
pravity developed by a minister and in a church pro-
fessing also to believe the warnings.

3. The Testimonies have, from time to time, warned
of the danger of pursuing certain courses of action
by those having charge of, or laboring in, the Review
Office for several years past; yet those in the Office
where these Testimonies were published, and whence
they were sent forth, have, in many important partic-
ulars, pursued exactly the course against which they
were warned, thereby contradicting their profession
and wounding the cause; thevefore,

Resolved,” That we will humble ourselves before God
for these things, and endeavor to so walk in harmony
with the teachings of the Spirit, as no longer to pre-
sent such inconsistency in our lives, and to grieve
God’s Spirit away from us.

“And whereas, 1nthese things we have seen that those
who disregard these Testimonies, whether in private
or public life, have shown themselves to be lamentably
weak in judgment, and have wounded themselves and
the cause by their unfaithfulness; therefore,

Resolved, That we recognize the wisdom of God in
the ¢ Testimonies to the Church,’”” and that it is dan-
gerous and destructive to disregard or negleet their
instructions; and we confess our weakness and inabil-
ity to carry on this sacred work to divine acceptance,
without their aid.

Resolved, That we express our high regard for the
labors of Bro. James White, not only as a minister and
a writer, but also for his efficient management of our

publishing department; and we further express our
perfect confidence in his integrity as an honest man
and a devoted Christian; and we request him to ac-
cept the oversight of our business affairs, for the com-
ing year.

Resolved, That we deplore the errors and wrongs
committed by those who had the management of the
Publishing Association and«4he Health Institute during
the period of Bro. White’s prostration by sickness,
and that we acknowledge the painful experience as
teaching us the lesson that those who neglect the Test-
imonies of the Spirit of God, will be sure to commit
gerious errors in the work of the third angel’s message.

SWITZERLAND,

Resolved, 1. That we recognize the hand of God in
the establishment of a body of S. D. Adventists in
Central Europe.

2. That we extend to them our love and Christian
salutation, and the expression of our fellowship and
esteem. '

8. That we acknowledge the representative of these
brethren, James Ertzenberger, who has been with us
since June last, as a beloved brother in Christ, whose
gifts and graces give the most satisfactory evidence
that be is called of God to participate in the great
work of preaching the final warning to men. -

4. That we set him apart to the work of the Chris-
tian ministry, that he may return to Switzerland to
preach the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.

Resolution 4 elicited quite a lengthy and interesting
discussion, as also No. 8, accompanied by avery touch-
ing appeal from Bro. Ertzenberger. V

At this point Eld. J. N. Andrews introduced an in-
teresting letter of inquiry from H. Malcom, p. p., of
Philadelphia.

Elder I. Sanborn having written stating eircum-
stances which would prevent hid attending the Confer-
ence, it was

Voted, That we approve of the course of Eld. San-
born in attending to the urgent interests of the cause
in his section, rather than discontinuing his discussion
to attend this Conference.

Some time was then occupied in discussing the Cal-
ifornia mission, and listening to the recital of inter-
esting facts respecting that work.

Eld. Jas. White then spoke of the importance of is-
suing an Appeal to the Public to correct certain mis-
apprehensions which exist in the minds of the people
concerning us. Hespoke further of the importance of
establishing a Ministerial Institute to aid in the work
of preparation for the ministry.

Voted, ThatEld. White preach on thig subject at his
own convenience.

Adjourned to call of Committee.

Tmirp SmssioN. Thursday, 8 A. m. Prayer by U.
Smith. Minutes of the last meeting omitted for want
of time. '

On motion of Eld. J. N. Andrews, Prof. Allen, dele~
gate from the S. D. Baptists, was unanimously received

-as a4 member of this body’.

The following resolution was then read, and after
interesting remarks from Eld. J. N. Andrews, Prof. Al-
len, Elds. Cottrell, Waggoner, Bates, and White, was
unanimously adopted. '

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS.

Resolved, That we cordially welcome the representa-
tive of the Seventh-day Baptist denomination, a peo-
ple whom we esteem for their adherence to the Sabbath
of the Lord. That we express an earnest desire to
maintain with them relations of Christian friendship,
and, as fayr as the circumstances of our respective bod-
ies permit, to co-operate with them in leading our fel-
low-men to the sacred observance of the fourth com-
mandment. .

On motion, the foregoing resolution was unanimously
adoepted by the entire congregation.

The following resolution was then offered by Bro.
Andrews, and after remarks by Bro. White, and other
brethren, it was amended by adding, ¢ with liberty,
if he shall be unable to attend, to appoint his al-
ternate,” and as amended, was unanimously passed.

Resolved, That we appoint Bld. James White as a
delegate to the Seventh-day Baptist General Confer-

ence, with liberty, if he should be unable to attend,
to appoint his alternate. ’

Bro. Andrews then raised the question, What can
we do for Switzerland, which elicited many interesi~
ing remarks from the brethren,

Adjourned to call of chairman.
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Fourra Bession. Met Friday, at 2} ». m., March
18, 1870. Prayer by Bro. White. Subject of Camp-
weetings introduced, and discussed at length.

On motion of Bro. Andrewd, the chair appointed a
committee consisting of one brother from each State,
to take this matter into consideration,

On motion of Bro. Bourtleau, Bro. White was added
to the committee.

Bro. Waggoner introduced the subject of a New
England Conference.

Voted, To recommend the formation of a New Eng-
land Conference, to embrace all the N. E. States.

The chair appointed the following as the committee:
Minnesota, Jas. White; Iowa, G. I. Butler; Wisconsin,
P. 8. Thurston ; Illinois, R. ¥. Andrews; Michigan,
John Byington and 8. H. King; Ohio, O. Mears; New
York, J. M. Lindsay; Vermont, A. C. Bourdeau; Mas-
sachusetts, S. N. Haskell; Rhode Island, P. C. Rod-
man ; Maine, J. B. Goodrich.

At this point, the Conference was pleased to listen
to interesting matter from Sr. White respecting minis-
ters, their failures and their duties.

Moved by Bro, Waggoner, That this Conference show

its concurrence in the remarks of Sr. White, by order-
ing their publication. Carried.

Voted, That the President of the Conference take
into consideration the subject and the subjects of or-
dination.

Firry SEssIoN.
Bro. Bell.

Voted, In view of the formation of a Conference in
New England, to release the brethren there from pay-
ing into Gren. Conf. Funds, except as a donation, from
this date. :

Bro. White reported on Book Fund.

Voted, That we hereby express our confidence in
the wisdom and integrity of Bro. White in his man-
agement of the Book Fund, and that we request him
to continue to have charge of it.

Sunday, at 8 A. m. Prayer by

Missionary work was taken into consideration.
Bro. Bourdeau made some interesting statements re-
specting the work and prospects in Canada.

Voted, To leave the matter of providing assistance

for Bro. Ertzenberger in preparing works in the Ger-
man, with Gen. Conf. Com., algo the Canadian mission.

Adjourned to call of chairman.

- SrxTa SEsstoN. Prayer by Bro. Van Horn. Camp-
meeting committee reported. Report accepted and re-
ferred to Gen, Conf. Committee.

Committee in reference to California mission re-
ported. Teport accepted.

Moved, To pay the California missionaries their
own fare to field of labor, irangportation of tent, and
tent and traveling expenses for themselves, and a
weekly allowance equal to the highest amount paid to
any laborers in the Conference.

On Motion, Bro. Bell was authorized to prepare
blanks for ministers, to secure uniformity in their ac-
counts to Conference.

Adjourned to call of committee.

Jas. WHITE, President.
Urian Smrrn, Secretary.

Michigan State Conference.

TextH ANNUAL SESSION.

Ix accordance with notice published in the Rrview,
the Michigan State Conference held its tenth annual
- gession at Battle Creek, Wednesday, March 16, 1870.
Meeting called to order by the chairman, and opened
with prayer by Bro. Bates. Delogates were requested
to present their credentials, which upon examination
showed that the number of delegates present was
fifty-four, representing thirty-four churches. Several
churches were represented by letter, and quite & nuxn-
ber were not reported.

On wotion, brethren in good standing were invited
to perticipate in the deliberations of this Conference.
By vote, Bro. J. N. Andrews wag invited to take part
in all the deliberations of this body, whereupon he in-
troduced Prof. J. Allen, the delegate from the Sev-
enth-day Baptist Conference to the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist General Conference. Dro. Allen made some
remarks, expressing his gratitude for the privilege of
being present, and earnestly hoping that the blessing

of Heaven might rest upon the deliberations of the
Conference. In behalf of the Conference, Bro. Wag-
goner responded, welcoming Bro. Allen to our midst,
as the representative of the people who have for long
years been honoring God by honoring all his command-
ments.

The Secretary’s report was read and accepted.

On motion, an Auditing Committee was appointed by
the Chair, comprising the following brethren:

G. H. Bell, ¥. Howe, S. A. McPherson, Charles
Jones, D. W. Milk, Wm. Carpenter. .

On motion, a Nominating Committee wasappointed,
consisting of J. I, Waggoner, James Harvey, D. R.
Palmer.

The reports of ministers and licentiates were called
for, and passed in to the Auditing Committee, Several
reports were made verbally.

1t was voted to proceed to the renewal of eredentials,
whereupon the following brethren were aceredited as
winisters in this Conference for the following year:
James White, Joseph Bates, John Byington, R. J.
Lawrence, J. N, Loughborough, I. D. Van Horn, M. E.
Cornell, Philip Strong, D. M. Canright, J. H. Wag-
goner, John Matteson.

At this point, the Nominating Commiitee announced
themselves ready to report. On motion, their report
was accepted and acted upon. The officers of the
Conference for the following year are as follows:
President, Uriah Smith; Secretary, Wm. C. Gage;
Treasurer, G. H. Bell; Brecutive Committes, Uriah
Smith, C. 8. Glover, L. P. Bailey.

The Treasurer’s report was then called for and read,
showing the following result:

Amount on hand May 1, 1869, $ 8,846 96
Received up to March 11, 1870, 8,286 95
Total, ———
7,183 91

Amount paid out from May 1, 1869,
to March 11, 1870, 8,616 16
Leaving a balance in treasury of $ 3,518 79

On motion, the report of the Treasurer was ac-
cepted.

The question of granting licenses was then taken
up, and discussed at much length. Bro. White made
gome remarks upon the subject of labor, especially as
to how inexperienced men should enter upon the work
to show themselves approved of God in laboring in
his cause. .

The following brethren were then granted license to
improve their gift in preaching as the way may open:
Uriah Smith, Wm. C. Gage, B. B, Lane, W. H, Little-
john, C. Stoddard, 8. H. Lane, Alvin Marsh. Several
other names were referved to the Conference Commit-
tee for final decision.

Adjourned to 23 ». M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to adjournment, and‘opened with
prayer by Bro. Byington. .

The subject of granting licenses was again taken
up, and on motion, Bro. Andrews was invited to ad-
dress the Conference on the subject, which he did, to
the edification of all interested. Bro. Iarvey also
made some remarks on the same point.

On motion, the further discussion of the subject was
postponed, and the whole matter of licenses was refer-
red to a committee, consisting of J. H. Waggoner,
John Byington, and Uriah Smith.

On motion of Bro. Waggoner, it was

Resolved, That we adopt the resolution passed by the
General Conference in regard to ¢ Battle Creek mat-
ters,”” and hereby authorize our Executive Committee
to agsist the General Conference Committes in carry-
ing out that resolution in moving persons or families
either to or from the neighborhood of the Office of
Publication.

It was voted that our Auditing Committee be in-
structed to settle with Bro. J. N. Andrews for his la-
bor with the Battle Creek church during the past win-

ter.
Extended remarks were made by Brn. White,

Andrews, and others, relative to minisierial duties,
&e., at the close of which the Conference adjourned to
the call of the Committee.
TrHIRD SESSION.
The Secretary’s report concerning the standing of

the Conference was presented and accepted. Owing
to the change in the time of holding the Conference,
the standing could not be accurately determined.:

The Committee on Licenses reported, recommend-
ing that the following-named persons receive licenses:
J. @. Sterling, D. F. Randolph, Chas. Seaward, David
H. Lamson, E. H. Root, Chas. Jones, Harmon XKen-
yon, and G. H. Bell.

By vote, each of the above-named persons was
granted license by the Conference.

Voted, That this Conference recommend to the Bat-
tle Creek church the ordination of Bro. Bell as elder
of that church.

Extended remarks were made by Bro. Waggoner on
the work of the ministry, and especially the duties of
licentiates, to prove their calling by active work in
the cause of God. He was followed briefly on this
point by Bro. Bates. The subject of calls for help was
then taken up and discussed at some length, the wants
of the cause within the bounds of the Conference be-
ing presented by those most familiar with the field.

The Auditing Committee presented their report,
which was accepted, whereupon the Confersnce voted
to donate to the General Conference the balance of its
funds on hand, after settling with its ministers.

The church known as West Windsor was granted
leave to change its name to the church at Potterville.

Adjourned sine die.
H. S. Gurney, President.
Wwn. C. Gage, Secretary.

There is no Peace to the Wicked,

Tes day had been oppressively warm. My work
was at the bench. After my day’s work was done
and my saws and planes put away, as I did not go
home nights, and as the water where I worked was
excessively bad, I thought I would take a walk up the
road half a mile or so and get a drink of good water,
and call on a neighbor with whom I was partially ac-
quainted. The man had been represented to me as a
virulent infidel, who took every opportunity to calum-
niate the Christian religion. I hardly thought he
could be as bad as represented. At least, I concluded
to go, and was soon there. After I had obtained a
drink of water, and a few passing remarks about the
weather, the crops, and the job I was at work on, had
been made, in & very few minutes, I do not remember
how, the “‘subject of religion was broached, and my
worst fears were more than realized; for the man was
worse than any with whom I had ever talked. He
was not a passionate man, ready to get angry and
swear and blaspheme at overy thing, but he was a man
of thought, one of those cool, deliberate, contemptu-
ous fellows, the worst of all to deal with. And as he
had read Tom Paine, and had collected and ¢ coined
by rete’ all the objections he could, he was prepared
to resist every attack, and in his mind set aside every
argument. At the first, I essayed to check this tide
of calumny and abuse, but you wight as well take out
one of the slimy monsters of the deep with your naked
hands, as to get hold of him. He was the first man
that I had ever encountered but I could do something
with, but in his case I could do nothing but wait untij
the flood abated, and he had repeated his whole lesson
of stale and mouldy objections so often repeated by
infidels and skeptics. But having exhausted his store
of vile abuse, and ceased talking, as if conscious that
be bad had it all his own way, and as it was time to
return to my place of work, as I took my hat and an-
other drink of water, feeling very much chagrined and
out of humor, I said to myself, It will not do to quit
go—I will try a chance shot and gee if there is noi
some tender spot not yet covered up and guarded.
Accordingly, I said, ¢ Neighbor H——, you have had
your own way and say, and, as it is time to go homs,
I will submit the whole question to your judgment, and
rest it all on one scripture which I will quote. The
scripture is this: ¢But the wicked are like the
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whoss waters cast
up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to
the wicked.”” o

One would have been surprised to see the effect pro-
duced by this single quotation of Seripture. Here
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was & fact that he could neither deny nor cover up.
And the uge of this scripture seemed to serve the same
purpose as a shot across the bow of an enemy’s vessel;
for he came right to and said, “Oh! well, I know
there are a great many truths in the Bible. I don’t
pretend to deny this.” Truly, ‘“the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
aword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and gpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any oreature that is not manifest in
his sight; but all things are naked and open unto the
eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”” Heb. 4:12,
18. We may hide from others, and may even be de-
ceived ourselves, but we cannot hide from the Almighty,
neither can we cover curselves so that the arrows of
God cannot pierce us. It wag thus that I bade good
evening to my neighbor, and returned to my lodgings
wiser, and more confirmed in the truth of God, than be-
fore. And I have often had occasion to observe and
remark in my own mind concerning the truth of the
declaration found in the above heading. The truth of
this divine declaration is more apparent as we partic-

_ularize those siny and iniquities which go to make up
the sum total of man’s wickedness. And, we may ask,
what form of sin or wickedness is there, the commit-
ting of which will render one happy, or yield him
peace ?

Sin is the transgression of law, and we may con-
tinue to ask, What is there in the nature of sin, either

: in"its workings in the wind, or in its more frequent

" manifestations of words and deeds, that is calculated
to make one kappy? Can love of gelf, can pride, ean
covetousness, can envy, wrath, malice, or hatred, or
any of these ripened into deeds of crime or iniquity,
make one happy ? Cerlainly not. For it is the nat-
ure of sin to disturb and disorganize. Sin acts upon
the mind as the storm upon the sea, causing its
troubled waters to ¢ast up mire and dirt. Sin, like a
rust or gangrene, eats out all the finer moral sensibil-
ities of our natures, leaving the soul withered and
burned.

" «There is no peaco, saith my God, to the wicked.”
And although we may not contend that sin finds its
full punishment of shame, contempt, and sorrow, in
this world, yet sin kills as it goes, and the sinner ex-
periences, even in thig life, how dreadful a thing it is
to sin. Ile is made, in a measure, to anticipate those
horrors and that fiery indignatiou that shall devour
God’s adversaries, E. GoopricH,

FEdinboro, Pa.

Punctuality in Attending and Taking Part in
Religious Mectings.

( Continued.)

In order that meetings be carried on to profit, it is
also highly necessary that the testimonies and prayers
be short, and to the point. By these remarks, we
would not encourage a course of dry strictness that
would limit each one to just so many minutes, regard-
less of the circumstances, and that would kinder the
free course of the Spirit of God, and bring bondage
into a meeling, instead of the freedom that all the chil-
dren of God should enjoy. But we do object to long
prayers and testimonies. 1. Beocause they weary men
and angels, and are againsi reason, and the plain
teachings of the word of God, and always have a
deadening influence on the meeting, lessening the in-
terest both with believers and unbelievers. 2. They
are generally mixed with self, and a display of self is
always repulsive to those who would worship God and
not man, as well as to the good sense .of all lovers of
propriety. 3. They distort the meeting from its true
object, namely, that all may take part, and are not
based on the principle of equal love to our brethren
and sisters. They have as good a right to the meet-
ing as we. They nced to improve their gifts for their
own good, as well as*for the benefit of all present.
Thus, rich testimonjes and prayers, and sometimes
other important exercises, are crowded out of the
meeting. 4. They tend to protract the meeting be-
yond its reasonable limits, making all uneasy, espe-
cially those who have children, those who are feeble,
and need to observe regularity in their meals, and

.those who live at a distgnce. Thus some are tempted
to keep away from the place of worship, from the |

dread .that they have of lengthy meetings. We do
not say that such ave wholly excusable, yet such a
course should be pursued that they amd all others
shall be atfracted to the meetings.

‘Our Saviour is very pointed against long prayers of
those who pray to be seen of men. Those who do
this, have their reward.. They have the praise and
worship of a certain class who are shut up to each
other, and have not God uppermost in their thoughts.
And this is all the reward that they will have. They
lose the praise of God, and the eternal inheritance.
Prayer is the last exercigse in which we should -multi-
ply words. In it, we should speak to God and not to
men, and our words should be such as we would have
them if we were literally in the presence of God, Je-
sus Christ, and holy angels. We should not preach
in prayer, neither should we speak as though teaching
the Almighty. All this is redundant, and indicates
that we are offering our prayers to men, and not to
God. Speaking of the heathen, and the hypocrites
who thus pray, Christ says, < Be not ye, therefore,
like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things
ye have need of, before ye-ask him.” This matter is
well illustrated in the Saviour’s parable of the Phar-
isee and Publican, in which he makes a perfect con-
trast between long self-lauding prayers, and those
short, pointed, self-abasing, and God-exalting prayers,
that low from a heart deeply affected with its sinful-
ness, and lost condition, and ifs great need of the
mercy of the high and holy One. Luke 18. We can
alsc form an idea of the propriety of short prayers by
bearing in mind that our Lord’s prayer, which he
taught his disciples, and which has properly been de-
nominated the model prayer, can be repeated in less
than two minutes.

If we would be short and to the point, in prayer
and social meetings, we must leave out of our prayers
and testimonies such matters ag would not be of gen-
eral interest. There are petitions that are of a na-
ture to demand that they be offered in the closet, or
around the family altar, and to offer such petitions in
public would not only be out of place, but would also
add to the length of the prayer, and unnecessarily
protract the meeting. Here some can shorten up.
And some can also shorten up their testimonies in
leaving out of them such confessions as should be
made at home to God, or to some that are away., Now
we would not hinder the spirit of confession. God
forbid. Better confess too much than not to confess
enough in this investigative judgment lLour. It is
commendable to cherish the spirit that David had
when he restored that which he had not taken. But
time and place should be observed.” And we have
sometimes thought that some confessed in meeting
partly to screen themselves from the mortifying task
of going right to the person or persons whom they
had wronged. -

Again, some can shorten up their testimonies by
taking for themselves the burden that they have for
others. Itis right to deeply feel for others, when we
have sufficiently felt for ourselves. But the devil
sometimes hurries individuals on to take up a labor
for others, while they need to labor for themselves;
to take the mote out of their brother’s eye, while they
have a mote, if not a beam, in their own eye. It is
much eagier for them to look at the faults of others,
than it is to look at their own faults. And they will
take an ordering position, using the promoun you
quite freely, instead of placing themselves on a level
with, if not benecath, their brethren and sisters, and
using the pronoun I and we. Such will ofien take up
a labor for children or friends present, when they
have not done their duty to them out of meeting.

This is entirely out of place, and repulsive to those.

who are labored for, who feel themselves abused, and
that they are taken advantage of before the public.
Again, to be short and to the point, the tcstimonies
should not assume the attitude of preaching, but that
of brief experience, relating what God has done for
our souls, praising God for his goodness, for his mer-
cies and for the truth, stating our determinations,
and encouraging in others, by exhortation, what we
encourage in ourselves; keeping the law of God, and

the gospel prominent, the former to serve as s rule of
life, and to point out our defects, and the latter as a
remedy all-sufficient to remove our sins and all the
stains that they have made. These should go hand in
hand in all the exercises, and never should God be
dishonored by our leaving the impression that the
road is hard, and that we cannot overcome. Are we
covered with sin and pollution? Christ ‘died for our
sins and opened & fountain for uncleanness, in which
we can wash and be made clean. Are we weak?
Christ has all power in Heaven and in earth, and can
make us sirong in God and in the power of his might,
We have an influence over each other, and if those
who have long professed the truth manifest a lack of
courage in view of the trials by the way, what will
those think who have not professed, or who have but
little experience? The idea that the Saviour is soon
coming to bring an end to all our irials aud conflicts,
and bestow a rich reward on the final overcomer, ig
enough to keep our hearts cheered with hope, and fired
up with courage and holy zeal. Even if one has a-
doctrine, it need not be so lengthy as to erowd out
other cxercises.

It is also necessary that we observe the spirit and
progress of the meeting, and labor accordingly; other-
wise we shall be liable to bring in matter entirely out
of place, and bring darkness and discord into the meet~
ing., We should pull on the same cord and lift together,
commeneing where the last cne left off, and thus the
interest will arise till the close of the meeting.

Again, to be in point we should be careful not to
crowd into a social meeting, in which all the members
are trying to worship in spirit and in truth, such new
ideas that they are not prepared to appreciate. If it
is duty to present such thoughts, they should be pre-
sented in meekness, and laid, as it were, at the feet of
the brethren, without urging, as though the truth,
backed up by the Spirit, were weak, and did not com-
mend itself to the reason and conscience. This will
also apply in the Bible Class and Sabbath School.

Another important means to be pointed in worship,
is to previously mature the subject matter by medita-
tion, invoking the Spirit’s aid. This can be done, leav-
ing room for the Spirit to work in the meeting. We
can hrave important matter on our minds before prayer
and exhortation, as the result of prayerful study and
self-examination. We should have a certain idea of
our wants before presenting them to the Lord. If it
is justifiable to prepare to speak to men, it will be
much move so to prepare to speak to the Almighty.
And this will prove to be a great saving of time, to say
the least.

We cannot better conclude this point than by quot-
ing the following words from Solomon: ¢ Keep thy foot
when thou goest to the house of God, and be more
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools; for
they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with
thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter
any thing before God; for God is in Heaven, and thou
upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a
dream cometh through the multitude of business; and
a fool’s voice is known by multitude of words. . . . .
For in the multitude of dreams and many words there
are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.,” Eecl.
5:1-8, 7. D. T. Bourpeav.

( Zo be continued.)

. “Junce not,” saith the Lord: the justice of which
ig obvious, in a world where there are no innocent to
judge the guilty.

Obituavy PHotices,

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforih.

~

REee

Dinp, Feb. 24, 1870, in Mendon, St. Joseph Co., Mich.
Emily 31., wife of Charles G. Lan ’don, agedp27 yeu,rs. Sr,
Langdon embraced present trutﬁ some fen years since,
when the tent was in Parkville. She has been an unwa,
vering advocate of the truth to the day of her death., She
had suffered for more than two years from paralysis, and
had great patience in all her affliction. She leaves a little
son and companion to mourn her loss,

Remarks at the funeral were made from 1 Cor. 15: 21,

Brixarox,
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Battle Oreek, Mich., Third-day, March 22, 1870.

The Resurrection Taught at the Burning Bush.

Tur Son of God has given us a wonderful exposi-
tion of the words that were uttered from the burning
bush. It is by reasoning, or deduction, or inference,
that our Lord draws the fact of the resurrection from
thence. But a necessary inference is always legitimate
proof, and such is the inference which the Saviour
drawg. The Lord said to Moses, “I am the God of thy
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” Ex. 3:6.

Whenever God says he is the God of any persen, or
of any class of pergons, it is necessarily implied that
they who are thus owned of him are his people. In
other words, if God calls himself the God of the patri-
archg, it is equivalent to calling the patriarchs his
servants, and his people. There is something recip-
rocal in the matter. So when God says of his people,
1 will be their God,” he addg, ““ And they shall be
my people,” which indeed is the necessary conclusion.
1t is the same a8 though we gpeak of Zacharias as the
husband of Elizabeth. TLuke 1. Now this of necessity
implies that Elizabeth was the wife of Zacharias. But
suppose that Elizabeth is dead and Zacharias still living,
we cannot then speak thus of him. He had been her
husband, and she had been his wife, but this was dis-
golved by death. Now our Lord reasons exactly thus
when he proves the fact of the resurrection of the pa-
triarchs from the statement of the Most High, made
gome centuries after their death, that he was their God.
They could offer no worship before him as his people,
for they were dead. Ps. 115:17. And hence our
Lord lays down the proposition that God is not the
God of the dead, but of the living, for it is the living
alone that can sustaiu the relation of his people to him.
Luke 20: 37, 88.

God speaks of Abvaham, Isaac, and Jacob, as he
would spesk if they were alive at the very time he
_gpoke. Therefore, says our Lord, these men ghall be
raised from the dead. But how could God speak thus?
Simply because that in his purpose they were certainly
to live again. Therefore to him it was the same as
though they were even then alive. And observe our
Lord’s words, * For all live unto him.” If they were
actually alive, and not such merely in his purpose, they
would live not merely to him, but to the conception of
other intelligent beings. But it is God’s prerogative to
call the things that be not as though they were. Rom.
4:17. And so he virtually pledged himself to ¥aise the
patriarchs wlen he styled himself their God.

Thoughts on Job 14:21, 22,

Tag fourteenth chapter of Job is & wonderful testi-
mony to the sleep of man in death: ¢So man lieth
down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more,
they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.”
Verse 12. This plainly declares that the sleep of man

.shall continue till the heavens pass away, which Peter
says, shall be with a great noise. 2 Pet.3:10. David
said he should be satisfied when he should awake with
the likeness of the Lord. Ps.17:15. 8o David is yet
asleep, and the time for him to be satisfied has not
come. Acts13:36; 12:384.

Bui does not the close of Job 14, forbid the sleep of
the real man in death? His soul witkin him shall
mourn. Does not this plainly indicate consciousness in
death? Let usread the last two verses of the chapter:

¢ His sons come to honor, and he knoweth it not;
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of
them.” Verse 21. This is the sleep of death, cer-
tainly. Now does the next verse contradict this ?

¢ But 118 FresH upon him shall kave pain, and his
soul within him shall mourn.”” Verse 22, The first
clause of this verse shows that the condition of man in
death is not the subject matter of the verse, while his
soul within him mourns, his flesh upon him has pain.
This text if it relates to man in death, proves that his

flesh is in a state of consecious suffering, an idea that is
absurd, and that no one believes.

What then do the words of verse 22 signify? One
of two views must be taken: It either relates to man
before his dissolution, and is descriptive of the pains of
death, or it has reference to man when raised from
the dead to suffer for his sins. In the first case, it
might pertain to mankind in general, ¢. e., to both the
righteous, and the wicked. In the latter case, it can
relate to the wicked only. But in either view it can-
not relate to the man while sleeping in death. It is
the whole man that i3 conscious; hig flesh suffers, as
well as his mental nature.

BES™ When Moses complained of his excessive bur-
dens (Num. 11), the Lord saw fit to relieve him. So
he bade Moses to gather seventy men of the elders of
Israel to the tabernacle. Then he came down and
took of the Spirit that was upon Moses and with it
endowed this whole company of gseventy men. What
a testimony to the gifts and graces possessed by Moges !
Yet it does seem that in this transaction Moges suffered
a great loss. One thing is certain: if God calls us to
great labors, he gives us great grace. Would it not be
wiser to cheerfully bear the heavy burdens rather than
to meet the loss of this divine help.

A Valuable Work,

THE DocTRINE oF IMMorTALITY. By James H. Whit-
more, Buchanan, Michigan : Joshua V. Himes, 1870.
$1.00, post paid.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Chapter I, Historical Inquiry; IT, Jewish Belief;
IIT, Barly Christian Belief; IV, The Argument from
Reason; V, Scriptural Argument-—The Lesson of
Creation; VI, The Adamic Penalty ; VII, Traduction
vs. Creationism; VIIL, Life and Death ; IX, General
Testimony of Scripture; X, The Intermediate State;
XTI, The Christian Redemption. ’

We have received a copy of the above-named book,
and from such examination as we have been able to
give it during the sesgion of the -General Conference,
we feel to commend the work to the patronage of our
friends. It is a very readable volume, and containg
much important information on the immortality ques-
tion. For sale at this Office.

Commandment-Keeping.

Tre following excellent remarks we elip from a torn
leaf of the FHarnest Christian. We commend them to
all those who lightly esteem the fourth command-
ment:—

«If only partial obedience be required to evidence
our discipleship, it ought to be distinetly specified what
precepts we must obey, and what we may neglect -with
impunity. No man, however wicked he may be, disre-
gards all of the commands of God. In some things le
tries to do his duty. And if we assume to say that
gome commands of God are not important, we must not
deny this right to others. If we make our selections
of the precepts we will obey, we must not refuse to let
others make their selections also. And then what be-~
comes of the Bible ?”

The Hot Springs of California.

Tuese hot springs, called Geysers, are certainly
very remarkable and significant. We have called at-
tention to the great lake of fire which exists in one of
the Sandwich Islands. The Geysers bear testimony to
internal fires existing in their locality, near the sur-
face of the earth. Here is what Hon. Schuyler Col-
fax says respecting these in The Independent for March
8, 1870 :

‘“THE GEYSERS.

“The Geysers cannot fail to remind visitors very pal-
pably of the common idea of the dominion of Pluto
[the god of the infernal regions, according to the
heathen]. Bursting from the sides of the canon [7. ¢.,
deep gorge or ravine] at an hundred different points,
are jets of scalding steam, bubbling and seething
springs, at boiling heat; rills whose waters areliterally
as black as ink; hot air, puffing as it escapes, with the
regularity and roaring noise of ahigh-pressure engine,
while all around, the earth, honey-combed and treach-
erous to the tread, is incrusted with sulphur, epsom
salts, and other similar luxuries. The vapor fills the
valley, and your lungs too, while you are there; and
an hour suffices to make you feel as if you were in-
deed very near the laboratory of the infernal regions.”

B&5> We this week send a circular to many of our
friends concerning a course of lectures to be given at
Battle Creek, for the benefit of such of our preaching
brethren as may be able to attend, and others who may
be interested. As many sre now here to whom delay
will be inconvenient, they will commence on Sunday,
March 27. These lectures will be of the greatest im-
portance to all who preach the present truth, and es-
pecially to those who have just entered the ministry,
or contemplate doing so. The course will consist of
twenty lectures or more, for which a fee of $5.00
{or at that rate), will be charged to defray expenses;
females $8.00. Board furnished at $2.00 per week.

For particulars we refer to the circulars.

Cancelling.

CaNcELLING in mathematies is & convenient method
of abbreviation ; a shorter way of arriving at the same
result. Not so in Christian experience, and example.
This cancelling protracts or hinders the desired re-
sults. Our good deeds can never atone for our bad,
nor by comparing with our brother, can we hope to
be absolved. Quoting our brother’s wrongs will never
atone for ours. We should think a.criminal very
ignorant of the rules of the court, who, by way of
defense or justification, would refer to the other crim-
inals as egually guilty. He who rules the court
knows the order of our cases. Do we not yet under-
stand that we must learn to keep ourselves before we
can keep our brother? Every case will passinreview
in its own order, without our interference.

A. P. Lawron.
W. Winfield, N. Y.

Tus cloth of humility should always be worn on the
back of Christianity.

dppointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Tare next Monthly Meeting for the churches of Qakland,
Johnstown, and Little Prairie, Wis., will be held at Little
Prairie, April 2 and 8. Meeting fo commence Sabbath
ovening. We wish all the members of this chureh to re-

port at this meeting, either in person or by letter. Come,
praying the Lord to mcet with us. There will be a team
at Palmyra on sixth day. C. W. Ovups.
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Not Stothful in Business.

Rom. xii, 11.
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