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morning that in any church in this city 
Christ would visibly appear, oh! what 
gathering crowds would have been around 
that church before the dawn of day ! How, 
from distant cities, they would have come, 
and from mountain-top, and from distant 
continent, and from the isles of the sea, in 
multiplied millions, to see the Saviour ! 
And yet we are more blessed if we believe 
without seeing. 

COMING SOON. 

I KNOW not if He come at eve, 
Or night, or morn, or noon : 

I know the breeze of twilight gray 
That fans the cheek of dying day 

Doth ever whisper-Soon! 

I know not why our souls should doubt 
His promise to appear, 

When every tlowerd's opening eye 
Looks up into the changing sky 

And seems to murmur-.1\Tear I 

l know not round II is blessed feet 
What peerless glories throng; 

I only know from rendin.r tomb 
The good shall hurst in beauty's bloom 

And faith a8sures-Not long! 

I know not if His chariot wheels 
Yet near or distant are, 

I only know each thunder-roll 
Doth wake an echo in my soul 

That saith-Not very far! 

I know not if we lon[J must wait 
The summer of His smile; 

I only know that hope doth sweep 
With thrilling touch my heart-strings deep 

And sings-A little while! 

I know not on this glorious theme 
Why lips so oft are dumb; 

I only know the saddened earth 
Will tlush with beauty and with mirth 

At sound of-" Lo, I come!" 
-Christian Treasury. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OP BELIEVING WITH­
OUT SEEING. 

TEXT :-" J esns s~ith unto him, Thomas because thou 
hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed' are they that 
have not seeu, and yet h:wc believed." John 20:29. 

TrrE circumstances undtr which these 
word8 were spoken are detailed in the chap­
ter read for our second lesson. Christ had 
risen from the dead. On the evening of 
his resurrection, he appeared to the ten dis­
ciples, who had met in an upper chamber. 
Thomas was not present with them, and 
when they related how they had seen the 
Saviour, and testifieJ. that he had riRen 
from the grave, Thomas said: "Except I 
put my fingoc into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not be­
lieve." A week afterward, Christ appeared 
again to his disciples, and this time Thomas 
was with them. He came into the upper 
chamber, though the door was shut as on 
the former occasion, and his salutation to 
his disciples was the same, "Peace be unto 
you." And immediately he turned to 
Thomas, as if he bad heard the words just 
uttered from the lips of Thomas himself, 
and said to him, " Thomas, reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; 
and be not faithless, but believing." 
Thomas, perfec~ly satisfied, cried out, ''My 
Lord and my God!'' Fully convinced, he 
was joyful. The exclamation was one of 
attachment to Christ personally as his 
Lord, and was also a confeEsion of the di­
vinity of Christ-" My God." Jesus turned 
to him while in this glow of happiness from 
believing, anJ. said, "Thomas, because thou 
hast seen, thou hast believed-thou dost be­
lieve truly; thou art joyful now in that 
belief; thou hast seen, thou hast believed; 
but happy, or blessed, are they who have 
not seen, and yet have believed." 

I say this expression seems to us to be 
unnatural; and yet I notice, first, that it 
is in harmony with other declarations in 
the Holy Scriptures. For when Jesus was 
about to leave his disciples, he said to them, 
" It is better for you that I go away, for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come;'' and again he said, " It is better for 
you that I go away." Place, now, our­
selves in the room of one of those twelve 
disciples who had walked with Jesus, who 
had listened to the tones of his voice, who 
had looked into the sparkling light of his 
eye, who had taken him by the hand, some 
of whom had leaned on his bosom so sweetly 
and so softly that it seemed like sinking 
away into rapturous bliss, while he talked of 
Heaven and a glorious eternity, and then 
hear the words, "It is better for you that 
I go away." How could we have thought 
so '! Better for us not to hear that voice 
which speaks as never man spake ! Better 
for us not to see those eyes that flash with 
the light of eternity! Better for us not to 
feel the touch of that hand which upholds 
.the universe ! Better for us not to listen 
to those tidings which come fresh as from 
the throne of the eternal God ! Strange 
language was that! And yet it is the word 
of the Saviour-the omniscient, the eter­
nal Saviour: " It is expedient for you that 
I go away." 

Again, who of us have not often wisherl 
we could receive what we call certain tid­
ings from the spirit-world? I remember 
well, in a little company of young men who 
commenced a religious life about the same 
time I did, often to have conversed with 
them; and I remember how, in some of our 
seasons of close converse, we said to each 
other: "If some one of us is called away, if 
it be possible, we will come back and tell 
the others something of the unseeu, the 
~pirit-land." How we longed! I think 
there is no one of us who has lost a friend 
but has thought in some way it might be 
possible for that friend to come back and 
speak to us. Oh! what would we give just 
for one glimpse of a loved face ! What 
would we give to hear just one utterance 
from a sweet voice bushed in death ! And, 
then, when certain thoughts rack the bosom, 
what would we give if some dear one we 
have known could come back and tell us 
there is a Heaven ; there is the throne of 
God; there is the song of angels; there is 
the tree of life; there is the throne of 
glory; there is the gathering of loved ones 
who have walked together, in white, and 
now surround the throne of God ! Oh ! 
what would we give ! And then that other 
thought, Is there a place of woe-a separa-

The contrast here seems to intimate, more 
blesEed are they-that is, blessed rather 
than those who have seen; and the doctrine 
of the text is, that those who believe with­
out seeing are more blessed than those who 
believe by seeing-that it is better for us not 
to have seen Christ; better for us, were it 
possible to see him now, not to see him; 
that to trust in the unseen is better than to 
look on the seen. It is hard for us to be­
lieve this. Had it been announced this 

tion and a banishment from God? Is 
there misery? is there wretchedness? Oh! 
what would we give if some one could come 
back and tell us there is danger of eternal 
woe ! And yet our Saviour sa_ys: "If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they believe though one rose from the 
dead!" There is no need of one coming 
back. It would do no good for one to come 
back. There is the data on which our faith 
should rest given us ; and if we believe not 
that data, neither would we be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead. 

Now this seems unnatural, and yet it is 
the declaration of Scripture, through and 
through, that it is more blessed to believe 
without this vision. And yet, as I have 
said, you and I, circumstanced as we are, 
feel differently, and can scarcely help feel­
ing differently. Oh! to-day; I must say, 
with all this declaration, such is the anxi­
ety of vision, that if the blessed Saviour 
were visible, I would go to the ends of the 

earth. Were he in Palestine, I would risk from Calvary. It touches our hearts, and 
the dangers of the sea; I would climb the the guilt is taken away. We cannot see 
hills, as it seems to me, I would kiss the him as he ascended up on high. The heav­
very foot-prints on the earth which he trod! ens seem closed, the skies arched evenly 
Oh ! if I could get to him, as my soul said all over us, and yet we know that archway 
when yearning spiritually to find him-if I was opened; the portals of glory were un­
could only see him without his seeing me! loosed; from the top of the mountain he 
If I couldjust reach out my hand and take ascended with a shout. Oui' God has gone 
hold of his garments; if I could only get up with a shout, and the angels said, "Lift 
near enough to him to have power come up your heads, ye heavenly gates, and give 
out of him and take my sins away, oh! how the King of glory to come in." We see 
I would rejoice ! And yet we come back him not, a.nd yet by faith we know he is 
to the declaration: "Blessed are they that seated on the right hand of God. The 
have not seen, and yet have believed." Heaven of heavens is filled with his glory, 

This doctrine is not only in harmony and yet where the poor, humble, suppliant 
with the declarations of Scripture elsewhere, child cries for mercy, he bends a listening 
but I notice again that it is in harmony with ear. And when I look over a congregation 
the condition of our salvation. We are of hundreds of men and women who are 
saved through faith, and faith is the s'up- worshiping, and ask on which one of the 
plement to sight. Wha.t we realize through hundreds is the eye of my Saviour fixed, I 
our senses we are said to know; what we hear a voice which says, "To that man will 
take on testimony we are said to believe. I look that is of a humble and contrite 
Now, not only is our final salvation predi- heart, and that trembleth at my word." 
cated on faith, but every single step of ex- Oh! yes, with this doctrine the eye may be 
altation toward that final salvation is also blind; earth's glories may never have burst 
predicated on faith and looking into the un- upon the vision; the poor orphan child, 
seen. For, says the apostle, "Faith is the sightless and earless, I might say, as to all 
evidence of things not seen" -that is, it is the glories of this world, can see and rea,d 
that state of the mind in which we as fully a name written in the Lamb's book of life, 
believe in the existence of the unseen as if a title to mansions in the skies. 
we saw it. It is that state of the mind in Now, that is faith-the instrument of 
which, as the substance of things hoped for, our salvation-and, from beginning to end, 
we seem to realize already that which we has taken hold of the existence of God, the 
believe will be. We take hold of, we grasp, fatherhood of God, the sufferings of Christ, 
we enjoy, a kind of first-fruit. That our his atoning merits, his resurrection from the 
salvation is dependent on this is stated all dead, his ascension on high, and his inter­
through the sacred volume. "Without cession before the throne. They are all of 
faith, it is impossible to please God." And faith. The eye of the mind looks out, and 
no man can have a consciousness of joy un- in believing, we are saved. 
less he has the consciousness that he pleases But again : God loves to give us analo­
God. God is invisible. It must be this gies on earth that make it seem a little 
something which takes hold of the invisi- easier to gain the heavenly ascent. Oh ! 
ble that gives,us a sure conviction of the how we understand what it is to love God 
existence of God. God is omnipotent. when we love all around us. For how can 
Our faith takes hoB of that truth, and in a man say he loves God whom he has not 
him we feel secure under all circumstances. seen, when he loves not his brother whom 
God is omniscient, and the human soul, he has seen ? Love to God is like love to 
conscious of right and truth and sincerity, man. It is the same affection. It comes 
appeals with perfect confidence to God, out of the pure, the noble, the grand, the 
saying, " Thou knowest all things; thou beneficent ; and as a child loves a fatqer 
knowest that I love thee." bet:ause of his kindness, and loves a moth-

Again, not only is it faith in God, the er because of her deep affection and un­
unseen, which is essential to salvation. swerving devotion, so from a mother's love 
We believe in God; we must believe also and from a father's love it seems almost easy 
in Christ, and yet we have not seen him. to take a step higher and feel love to God. 
We believe in his advent into the world, God gives us these helps to ascend upward 
and yet we were not permitted to stand to Heaven. He lets down a ladder to 
with the angels that saw his advent, and earth, and we take visibly a few steps here 
sung," Glory to God in the highest; on earth to be prepared for the steps that are invis­
peace, good-will toward men!' We believe ible; and as we ascend here, we shall as­
in him as the Babe of Bethlehem, and yet cend at last, step by step. So that we 
we were not permitted to take him in our may understand how it is that faith in the 
arms, as Simeon, or as Anna of old, and unseen elevates us. God makes it the step 
cry out, "Now; Lord, lettest thou thy ser- to elevation even here on earth. Take the 
vant depart in peace, for mine eyes have process of education: it is stepping from 
seen thy salvation." We believe in the the seen toward the unseen. The child 
works which he wrought; the miracles goes to school. To attract attention, it 
which he performed ; the doctrines which wants little pictures. Your primers are 
he taught., and yet we have not heard the .filled with pictures. There must be some­
tones in which those doctrines were uttered; thing to attract the eye, to fasten the at­
we have not seen the powerful changes in-. tention. Give the child a book without 
vo1ved in the working of those miracles; pictures and he refuses it; but when he 
but we stand, and in the attitude of faith learns to read, and is anxious to know 
we hear him, as he sits on the side of the something, he cares nothing about the pic­
hill overlooking the basin of Galilee, say- tures, comparatively. And yet we are ali 
ing, " Blessed are those who hunger and so much children that we do love the pic­
thirst after righteousness, for ihey shall be tures ; but just as the mind turns toward 
filled." And as we hear, there comes into the valuable, we get away from the pic­
our heart a strange filling, like the breaking tures, we are anxious for the thought­
in of the rivulet, and then it swells as it that thought which has power ·and strength 
eeems to flow down the mountain-side, in it. Take up the highest sciences, you 
spreading out into the mighty river, until have no pictures for them. Study the hu­
we may be filled with all the fullness of man thought, the science of thought; there 
God. is no illustration in such books ; there can-

We are not permitted to stand by Cal- not be. You have risen to the realm of 
vary, and to see his sacrifice on the cross thought, and you must grasp t~e invisible. 
with our eye, and yet we stand, and even You take hold of the thought of the great 
in earth's darkness and gloom, by faith see thinker and make it your thought. You for­
him on Calvary, the sacrifice for sin, the get the body, and get out into the unseen, 
Lamb of God. We stand and hear that and man rises in his dignity as he learns 
groan; we see the throbbings of that to live in the unseen. * * * 
mighty heart in its pangs of agony until it It is not only so in education; it is so in 
bu!'sts. We hear him say," It is finished," all successful business life. Men of trade 
and we feel that he died for us. Strangely rely on the unseen. They freight their 
and mysteriously that blood seems to flow ships to China, and they bring back their 
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cargoes, though they have never seen that 
land. Commerce, trade, exchange, are based 
upon this faith. You place your money in 
your bank here and draw for it on London, 
though you have never been there, and you 
cross the ocean with the certainty that you 
will have the money in London when you 
get there. It is the same thing as to draw 
from the merits of Christ, and know you 
have the treasure when you cross the 
ocean and get into glory-the same prin­
ciple precisely. Here is a man of means 
in your city, and I want money from 
the bank. I cannot get it on my own 
name, but I draw up a note and take it to 
him and he indorses it, and I go to the 
bank, knowing I will get it. They don't 
know me, don't care for me; they would 
not trmt me; but they know that man and 
his influence and power, and they trust 
him, and I go to the bank with perfect con· 
fidence that I will get the money, for I 
have the name of that millionaire. Jesus 
says, " Whatsoever ye ask in my name the 
Fl1ther will give it you." There is a name 
that has power in Heaven-all power, all 
wealth-and I ask in the name of Jesus, 
and I receive. And when I learn to go 
with the same confidence to the bank of 
glory in the name of Christ that I can go 
to the bank in your city in the name of 
one of your millionaires, then I have the 
things that I ask of God. 

Now, I admit that sometimes human I 

bravery and heroism are stimulated by 
things seen. It is said of an old Scottish 
hero, that the heart of Bruce was encased 
in a metallic case and carried by him with a 
chain attached, and in time of fiercest strug­
gle, when everything was desperate and the 
men retreating, the chieftain would throw 
that heart into the midst of the enemy and 
say, " Go, rescue the heart of Bruce ! " and 
then he and those around him would rally 
and in desperate strife would put their en­
emies to flight. The stars and stripes are 
about to be taken. Men rally around the 
flag, fight for it, sacrifice life for it. But it 
was not for the heart of Bruce simply·that 
the Scotch fought. It is not for the flag 
our men die. It is not for the few yards of 
bunting colored thus and so. It is for ideas. 
These are symbols, and, to stimulate u~, 
Christ gives us symbols. There is that sym­
bol, pure water, washing, cleansing, that 
signifies the cleansing efficacy of the Re­
deemer's merits. There is this table to 
which we come when he says, " In memory 
of me." There is the bread, and there is 
the wine, and they become part of us, and 
so Jesus gives himself to us. He leaves us 
not without these symbols for the better fix­
ing of and confirming and elevating of our 
faith ; but he himself is invisible. These 
are representatives of a great idea, and these 
he gives us. But as I said before, true cour­
age, heroism, rests on the unseen. Yes, 
you find a man who will keep his onward 
course unmoved, and he is like a needle on 
the compass. Why it points north we can 
scarcely tell. We know it does so, that 
when the skies smile and the sun shines, the 
needle points northward, and when the skies 
are clouded, and the storm· rages, and the 
sea roars, and all possibility of telling the 
course in which the vessel is going is lost 
otherwise, the needle still points north. 
The good man is like the needle, true to the 
pole, firm, fixed; but he must have a dis­
tant object on which to fix his faith, a polar 
star for his reckoning faith; faith in the 
unseen Saviour, who is the owner of all 
things, that he may stand unmoved ; but 
with this, blessed be God, he does stand­
stands alone if need be, stands with the 
world around him if he can have it so. It 
is better, if God please, to have Christian 
friends with us; it is happier to go hand in 
hand; it is more joyful to ascend Mount 
Zion with the voice of song; it is a little 
more pleasant to have men help over rough 
places and go with us, ant shout in the 
bl'ightness of the mountain-top, if we can; 
but if we must struggle alone, if we see the 
cross on the mountain-top, we shall go there, 
if no other one goes with us. 

large Western counties. It is less than 
one-fourth of this State in size. Now, what 
is that to the earth's surface? And then 
coDsider, he was only present at the same 
time in one single locality of that land. 
But to-day, unseen, he is in every place, and 
there to comfort. The sick of heart may 
be cheered everywhere. Unseen, he is in 
this congregation to-day. And how many 
hearts love, though they have not seen, him! 
"Whom though they see him not, yet believ­
ing they rtjutce wtth joy unspeakable· and 
full of glory." And yet he is not confined 
to this congregation. In how many congre­
gations is he this clay ! Oh ! how many 
Rouls to-day are RaJinr!, "Oh l that I knew 
where I may find him!" And yet though 
they know it not, he is just beside them. 
There is no man tv-day who has a palsied 
arm of faith and lo1,gs to stretch it out, that 
Jems is not strengtheuing the spiritual nervt: 
of thlt arm and ~aying, "Reach hither thy 
hand." And then in consolation there are 
sick-beds-ob! how many of them-to-day, 
where our loved ones possibly are lying, un­
able to come to church, and Jesus is there! 
His mantle of love is thrown over them ; 
they are in the banqueting-hall to-day. 
Heaven's glorious visions press upon them, 
and they are listening to-day on sick-beds 
to the voice of Jesus. Whlle we are sitting 
here this morning, thousaiJds are dying. 
Oh! could I see the death-struggles, could 

doubting spirit of Thomas seemed to keep him 
from doing much. Has it ever occurred to 
you that we never hear the name of Thomas 
mentioned again in all the volume of inspi­
ration, except at the time the disciples met 
to choose one in the place of Judas? He 
dropped out of sight. He was doubting in 
his tendency, and a doubtful mind never 
accomplishes much. Do you want to b.e 
like '11homas, just having a place in the 
church, and go out like one of those stars 
that shine for a moment and are never seen 
again ? It is the tendency of the doubting 
mind. 

Now, is it strange that faith should be 
demanded of us when we consider that it 
was a lack of belief in God that led to 
man's fall-a lack of trust? And do we 
not see that God requires of us this trust; 
that he has arranged human life all through 
on this basis, and the more a man trusts, 
the higher he rises ? 

Then, again, let us consider that all true 
greatness-that is, the doing of great things, 
and I mean, by great things, things that re­
quire sacrifices-is all based on this looking 
at the unseen. The essence of all heroism, 
in whatever department, is based on the 
mind resting on the unseen. The hero who 
fights is fighting for something unseen-his 
country's glory and honor. A soldier never 
fights for what he sees unless he fights on 
his own soil, to protect the fields and hills 
and city around him. When he goes off the 
soil which he defends, he fights for the un­
seen ; it is the honor of his country, the 
glory of his country, the happiness of his 
country, the safety of his loved ones, his 
kindred, his race; but these are to him ideas 
and not visions. No man ever succeeded 
in getting out of the common walks of life, 
but by trusting in the unseen. It is that 
alone lifts a man upward, takes him out of 
the circle. The man who excels in trade, 
looks away beyond. You call a man a far· 
seeing man-that is, a man who looks beyond 
the circle around him; sees the tops of dis­
tant thoughts which common men never see. 
So the martyr who dies for his religion dies 
for the unseen. Deny Christ? Never! let 
limb be torn from limb, he believes in Christ. 
Cast him to the lions, he believes in Christ. 
Kindle the fires around him, he believes in 
Christ, and it gives him strength to stand. 
Let the body be cut into pieces, if the soul 
is full of an idea, and has faith to grasp it 
while consciousness remains. Raise a clam· 
or around a man who looks into the unseen, 
and he is not moved. Let the thousands 
cry out, and he stands still. Let the bil­
lows rise and surge and roa~, if his feet are 
on the Rock, and his eye on the Star of 
Bethlehem, he stands unmoved, and he will 
stand ; he is supported by the invisible. 
The man who is to do anything great must 
break away from the clamor around him; 
must not lean on the near; and sometimes 
God, to train a man, cuts from him the props 
of things around him. Here are some of us 
who, if business prospers, and everything 
goes finely, lean so much on our associates 
in business, and the regular routine of bus­
iness, that we shall forget God, and in pros­
perity say, "We shall not be moved," and 
lean on earth. God sometimes sees that 
there is no way of making us lean on him 
alone but to just cut from us these props, 
one by one. It is severe. The tendrils of 
the vine have wound around these props, 
and when the tendrils are cut it seems as if 
the life blood almost oozed out, and the 
heart is anxious, and the soul sad, yet God 
sees there is no other way. Sometimes he 
takes from us friends, and this world is dark; 
we feel as if there was no ray of hope in it. 
It is all to make us look higher, to mount 
on stronger wing, .to soar into a celestial at­
mosphere. There is One, around whom, if 
the tendrils of our affections cling, we shall 
never be moved. The cross of Christ never 
falls. 

But now how would a seen Saviour 
strengthen our faith in this way? It is said 
when the Duke of Wellington, on one occa­
sion, rode up to his retreating army, a soldier 
happened to see hi~ first and cried out, 
"Yonder is the Duke of Wellington ; God 
bless him!" and the retreating army had 
courage to nerve itself afresh, and went for­
ward and drove the enemy. One- has said 
that the Duke of Wellington was worth 
more at any time than five thousand men. 
So it would be if we had the Captain of our 
salvation in front, we would go forward. 
How gloriously would this church contend 
,f Christ were visibly in front of them! 
But the army was sometimes without the 
Duke of W eilington. There was a place 
where he could not be. And if Christ were 
visibly present, he would be present at the 
same time, only at one church in one local­
ity; it might be in Philadelphia, but what 
of the thousand other cities? But an un· 
seen Saviour is at the head of the column 
.everywhere. We know he is there. The 
Captain of our salvation is where two or 
three are gathered in his name to inspire; 
and to-day, in every city on the face of this 
globe, where the columns meet to march, 
his voice sound!l, "Onward!"· in their ears. 
His very being unseen inspires hope, and 
strength, and joy. To-day, I thank God, 
he is leading hosts in Lapland, in Russia, 
in China, in Japan, in the torrid regions of 
Africa, in the islands of the sea, in the 
mountain-tops, and in the valleys. Oh! 
how many hearts feel the inspiring influence 
of his holy presence to-day! It is because 
he is invisible. "Blessed are they that 
have not seen and yet believe." 

Then, again, it is only thus that he can 
be the spiritual Comforter and give us con­
solation. There were those who were sick 
on earth and Christ healed them, and it was 
a joyful occasion, but he was confined to 
one little spot. Now, in comparison with 
the whole earth, how little is Palestine! It 
is not much larger than one of our very 

I see the eye grow dim, could I hear the 
weakening pulsations of those hearts, could 
I see those fingers from which are retiring 
the signs of hfe ! Oh ! how many hearts 
are agonizerl just now! Every dying e;ye 
can be turned to Christ. He is lifted up, 
that all may look unto him. Thank God, 
there is not a dying soul that has heard of 
Jesus on the face of this green earth that 
may not look to him. He is invisible to 
the outward sight, but the eye of faith can 
reach him and the touch of faith can feel 
his power, and no one passes into eternity 
without the arms of Jesus being thrown 
around him if he believes. · Oh! I rejoice 
there is not a human being out of the reach 
of Christ. He is everywhere-everywhere 
to "make a dying bed feel soft as downy 
pillows are;" everywhere to reclaim the 
prodigal, to comfort the widow, and cheer 
the orphan; everywhere to reclaim the out­
cast; everywhere to nerve and strengthen 
men for duty. And, oh ! when the last 
hour come~, he is there to put into the trem­
bling hand the rod and the staff, that they 
may pass safely over. He is there to open to 
dry eyes the glory of the unseen land, and 
they "behold the King in his beauty, and 
the land that is afar off." Oh! my friends, 
our fathers and mothers have felt the inspi­
ration as they went down to the valley of 
death. You and I shall feel it, and the 
little children that we leave behind us shall 
feel it, and our children's · children shall 
feel it, and they can all cling around an 
unseen Saviour. ''Blessed are they who 
have not seen and yet have believed." 

And now, to-tlay, oh! I rejoice that in 
this congregation every heart may take 
hold of the Saviour. Will you take hold of 
him now? U nscen, he is near you. By 
faith you can touch him to-day. He can 
heal all your maladies. This is the glori­
ous gospel of the Son of God. To-day you 
can draw near to him. 0 troubled one, 
sorrowing one, despondent one, come to 
Jesus. You can get as near to him as John 
when he laid his head on his bosom. You 
can have such visions of him as .Mary when 
she cried out; '' Rabboni" (my Master). 
You can get a<J near him as when the dis­
ciples crowded around him, going up from 
the l\Iount of Ascension into glory. You 
may have him to-day-now. Believing in 
him, unseen, you can be filled with "joy 
unspeakable and full of glory." Oh! it is 
this trugted and unseen Saviour who brings 
these feelings of joy-a joy that has a real 
basis, a permanent basis; a joy that shall 
endure forever; a joy that shall be honored 
of yourself and of God; a joy that wells up 
on earth and overflows in eternity; a joy 
that goes with us all through time, an.l is 
but in its infancy when eternity shall un· 

If you want to be a successful Christian, 
be a believing Christian. "Be not faith­
less, but believing." And that you ~may 
bdieve, there are two or three thing(nec­
essary. AU that God does for you, when 
you recognize him, you must, in some way, 
confess. Thomas cried out, " ~Iy Lord 
and my God l". " If thou shalt believe in 
thine heart, and shalt confess w!th thy 
mouth," saith the apostle. That confes­
sion must always be, in part, by action. 
You must stand in this world a witness 
for Christ. "Ye are my witnesses," saith 
the Lord. No man will ever accomplish 
much unless willing to witness for Christ. 
According to what Christ has done for 
him, he must stand up btfore society by 
his actions, utterances, life, attesting the 
goodness of God. :f o man lighteth a 
candle to put under a bushel. God does 
not put his Spirit into ·the hearts of men 
that they may hide its light. No man 
Cil.n expect to have a strong, vigorous faith 
without living a life of confession before 
the world. " Him that confesseth me be­
fore men, him will I confess before my 
F·:~.ther." You can't be a Christian and 
not li\'e a Christian's life. You can't g.o 
through tbe world a Chrigtian unseen; it is 
utterly impossible. You weaken your pow­
er, your experience. 

One thing more: That you gain the 
full confideiJCe of f<~.ith, you must rely 
on God's word. Now, here is one of the 
blessings of it: If you could see God, 
there' would be no life· study, thought, 
developing the highest culture in religion. 
We have trierl to show how that applied to 
science. God makes man study, and here 
is a volume of revtlation, a whole volume 
of God's sasings and God's dealings with 
man, and you must study them; and as 
you study them and practice them, trust 
them, acknowledge them; this faith grows 
stronger. And now, I wa.nt to tell you a 
conviction that rests deeply oa my mind, 
and I want you to carry it home with you. 
Some of you have weak faith; yo11 have 
been hesitrtting; you ha\'e not been grow­
ing; and you almost doubt whether there is 
~ueh a thi11g for you as full Christian confi-
dence. You know a great many have died 
very triumphantly, and a number have lived 
vtry triumpbantly, but you are not sure 
whether yoti ca.n ever have that triumphant 
faith and that confidence. llut don't you 
believe that G-od is honored bv such faith; 

fold its glories. Oh ! it is this unseen Sav­
iour who gives all this joy. Trust in him 
to-day. I would that every heart would 
come to him. Oh! that every one would 
love this Saviour and come to this Christ 

that men do more good in proportion as 
they have strong f11iGh; as they live as on 
the suburbs of Heaven; whose eyes are open 
always, and whose hearts are influenced by 
the power of the invisible? Now, my con­
viction is this, that there is hid somewhere 
in this blessed volume of God a truth, a 
narrative, a promise, a warning, designed 
just for you. I cannot tell where it is. 
'one was for me; another was for you. 
You have a different temperament; and 
somewhere in that Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation, there is a special passage for 
you. The omniscient Eye knew you need· 
ed it. Strange experiences ate here. I 
have conversea With men, and h<!,Ve been 
astonished to find the passage of Scripture 
that lt>d to their awakening something I 
had never thought of. The word of God 
is given for a purpose; it is to leave men 
without excuse. There is a passage some­
where for every one of· you; and every one 
may attain to strong faith; triumphan*, 
holy livin~; triumphant dying. But that 
you may find this passage, you must read 
the Bible throuD'h and through, through 
and throuO'h, I~ our spelling-books, we 
were taught the story of the dying man 
who called his sons around him, and told 
them that somewhere in the field there 
was hidden treasure. The next year, they 
ploughed every part of that field, and culti-­
vated it to the utmost extent, and when 
they came to gather the y~ar's profits t~ey 
said, " We see the meanmg of our dymg 
father." It is so with this volume.· There 
is a treasure-! cannot tell where-a heav­
enly treasure, inten1ied for ·you. It is 
somewhere in the volume. Seek and find 

and adore him for his goodness ! 
One thought, and I have done: Th?mas 

believed after he had seen, and he beheved 
truly; believed, I may say, successfully. 
It is not said, .as it was with the first dis­
ciples, "Then were thtJ disciples glad 
when they saw the Lord;" and yet I 
have no doubt he was glad. But that 
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it. Turn over its pages; read its prece~s ; 
study its promises ; and when you have 
gone over them once, go over them again. 
It is somewhere, and the reason why you 
have not found it is, you have not studied 
that book; you have not peered into the 
unseen through that open avenue. Study it 
now,;and God bless you, and may all of 
you love that unseen Saviour! l\hy you 
rejoice; jn his strengthening faith ! May 
you die with his arms around you ! May 
you be in his presence to all eternity.­
From a sermon b,y Bishop Simpson, in The 
JJ1ethodist. 

Tile True Tempernnce Standard. 

IT is not enough that we pledge to ab­
stain from the use of alcohol " as a bcv­
uage !" Our Saviour long since taught 
that "a house divided against itself cannot 
stand, and if Satan cast out Satan, how 
s·hall then his kingdom stand ?" The Evil 
One knows the truth of this, and still has 
looked down upon all this hue and cry, this 
flourish of trumpets along the lines of the 
temperance armies, with supreme indiffer­
ence. So long as we aim our guns away 
from the drug store he does not care how 
loudly we war. With that he can make and 
remake drunkards faster than our best ef­
forts can unmake them. He knows that 
so long as man looks upon alcohol as a 
friend in need ( a.nd who does not ?), his 
position is safe. 

So long as we carry the odor of alcohol 
upon us, is there any hope ? So long as 
we resort to the use of it in our ailments, 
is there any hope of the temperance cause? 
Need we expect to induce the people to 
cease drinking, or the rum seller to aban­
don the traffic ? l\lore: would it be for the 
best to close up all the liquor stores? 
Would it not at times cause a slight incon­
venience to ourselves? If we must use 
alcohol in our sickness, can we, with any 
degree of propriety ask the common drink­
er to abandon the use of it in his ailments ? 
He does no more-in principle-than we. 
He loves it, looks on it as a '' friend in 
need." Our tippler bought his dram at the 
liquor-store end of a grocery ; we bought 
ours at the rum- hole end of a drug store. 
That's the difference. Oh! if we are go­
ing to take hold of this gigantic evil to 
crush it out, if we intend to grapple with 
this desperate presence, if we mean to rid 
the world of the crime of intemperance, 
why not quit this half-hearted basswood 
temperance movement, and show the grip 
and sinews and daring of men. I do not 
claim that temperance workers are indif­
ferent ; it is not the lack of grace that 
makes the reform move so slowly. It is 
not because efforts are not made to destroy 
intemperance; it is because our effvrts are 
made in the wrong direction, because we 
have been taught wrong, have believed 
wrong! 

Among the most active human agencies 
in this work of ruin, are our family physi­
cians. Th~y perform the fatal work of 
administering to all classes from infancy 
to gray· haired age; laying foundations 
for appetites that drag their victims down 
through. aU the sorrowful ways of the 
drunkard, again renewing a once conquered 
habit, and so sending the poor victim with 
swift speed down the wild, dark whirlpool 
of death. But most of all is the teaching 
that this withering curse, this scathing 
blight upon all Jiving things, this demon of 
the glass "is essential to human life." 

This doctrine has been the guiding star 
that has signaled on the host of Satan in 
all ages. This dark ur.truth has. been a 
masked battery from which he has swept 
the ranks of humanity throughout the 
world. The physician is not alone in his 
work. Side by side with him stands the 
distiller, the brewer, the wholesale trader 
and the common rum seller. They are all 
in one firm ; all gather sheaves from one 
harvest field; all draw their pay at one 
bank. 

We believe there is no man entirely bad. 

names to any of these gentlemen whom 
Satan is making use of in this way. I do 
not even wish to dwell upon their crime. I 
would that I could gather up all the living 
victims of their avarice and let them see 
the ruin they have wrought. I would 
that I had some means of estimating the 
sense of shame and degradation, the destitu­
tion, the heart- aches and the nameless agonies 
they have produced. 

Then could I lift the vail which hides 
from us the damned in hell-gathered 
there by their agency; then would I leave 
them to their conscience and to God. 

Our temperance armies are virtually ar­
rayed against these men, more-they are 
arrayed against the powers of darkness. In 
this conflict, the interests and hopes of 
the world are in their keeping. If we are 
true to this great trust, true to ourselves, 
and faithful to the interest of mankind, 
in due time the glad news will be proclaimed: 
"Alcohol is conque1·ed."-C. D. MAcK, in 
Golden Censer. 

Which Is the Sabbath: 

DR. BusiiNELL, editor of the Pacific Ob­
server, in an editorial with the above cap­
tion, seems somewhat mixed up on the Sab­
bath question. He wants to believe there 
is authority for the change of the Sabbath, 
but thinks it not conclusive. Considering 
that the Doctor is an able scholar in theo~ 
logical lore, and a popular and representa­
tive man of his denomination on the Pacific 
coast, the following statements and aclmis­
sions have great weight on the side of the 
true Bible Sabbath. " Their rock is not as 
our rock, even our enemies themselves be-
ing judges." • 

" The primary idea of the Sabbath is 
found in the short and simple history, giv­
en of its institution in the second of Gene­
sis: 'And on the seventh day, God ended 
his work which he had made. And God 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; 
because that in it he had rested from all 
his work which God created and made.' 
The true idea of the Sabbath, therefore, 
is that of rest, and the word in the Hebrew 
signifying rest was applied to it. Hence it 
is called the Sabbath. It is generally be­
lieved that the Sabbath was observed from 
the time of the creation, until its formal 
announcement from Heaven through Mo­
ses, as it was afterward, to the end of the 
Jewish dispensation. Through this long 
period, the seventh day of the week was ob­
served as a Sabbath. From the resurrec­
tion of Christ to the present time, the first, 
instead of the last, day of the week has 
been kept by those who hold to the Chris­
tian Scriptures. Here, then, is a discrep­
ancy. A conflict really, for there are 
thousands of people who stoutly insist that 
the seventh, and not the first, day of the 
week is the Sabbath. There is some im­
portance in the question, at least so far as 
it affects uniformity of observance among 
those who keep the Sabbath. In determ­
ining this question, one point must always 
be considered settled, namely, the antiq­
uity of Sabbatarianism. Prior to the res­
urection of Christ, the seventh day of the 
week was the only Bible Sabbath. And it 
is not conclusively settled that it did not 
continue to occupy this distinction through 
the whole period of revelation." 

M. E. CoRNELL. 

Who Is Tbis1 

Too many care too little for their religion. 
They believe feebly, love faintly, act irreso­
lutely, feel the calls of duty lightly, pray 
coldly, pay stingily, are discouraged easily, 
indulge self greedily, sacrifice reluctantly, 
and love the praise of men more than the 
smiles of God. They read stories more 
than the Bible, spend more on base appe­
tites than on religious culture, decline to 
take a religious paper, and pay as little as 
possible for preaching. They need a more 
thorough conversion, that will renew their 
hearts, correct their lives, open their pock­
ets, create a thirst for know ledge, and a 
disposition to do and bear for Jesus' sake.­
Sel. 

''They Say, and Do Not." 

THESE words of our Saviour were spoken 
of a numerous class of very influential 
religious teachers, who said that the law of 
God was (is) obligatory on all men; yet 
they continually violated it, and taught 
others to do so, in order to keep their own 
traditions. It seems that the present day 
has produced their exact counterpart. As 
proof of this, we will notice, 1. What some 
of our modern doctors of the law say. 2. 
What they do. 

Buck's Theological Dictionary says: 
, :' Sabbath, in the Hebrew language, signi­
fies rest, and is the seventh dav of the 
week; a day appointed for religio~s duties, 
and a total cessation from work, in com­
memoration of God's resting on the seventh 
day. . . . • Numerous have been the 
days appointed by men for religious serv­
ices ; but these are not binding because of 
human institution. Not so the Sabbath. 
Hence the fourth commandment is ushered 
in with peculiar emphasis. Remember that 
thou keep holy the Sabbath day. . . • It 
must be confessed that there is no law in the 
New Testament concerning the first day." 

The American Tract Society's Bible 
Dictionary says : " SABBATH, rest. God, 
having created the world in six days, 
rested on the seventh, Gen. 2 : 2, 3; and 
because he had rested on it he blessed or 
sanctified it, and appointed it in a peculiar 
manner for his worship. We here have an 
account of the original institution of the 
day of rest. Like the institution of mar­
riage, it was given to man for the whole 
race. Those who worshiped God seem to 
have kept the Sabbath from the first, and 
there are tokens of this in the brief sketch 
the Bible contains of the ages before the 
giving of the law at Sinai. The re-enact­
ment of the Sabbath, at Mount Sinai, 
among the commandments of the moral law, 
was also designed, not for the Jews alone, 
but for all who should receive the word of 
God, and ultimately for all mankind. 
Christ and his apostles never speak of the 
decalogue, but as of permanent and uni­
versal obli~ation. The Sabbath was made 
for man. The fourth commandment is as 
binding as the third, and the fifth." 

Covel's Bible Dictionary says: "Sab­
bath, rest, a lying by from labor; the 
seventh day of the week. . The 
Sabbath was appointed at the creation of 
the world, and sanctified, or set apart for 
holy purposes, for man, for all men, and 
therefore for Christians; sincP. there was 
never any repeal of the original institution. 
There is not on record any divine command 
issued to the apostles to change the Sab­
bath." And again (Art. Baptism), he 
classes Sunday-keeping with infant baptism, 
and says, "neither is expressly com­
manded." 

John Wesley (Notes on Matt. 5,) says: 
"It was not the design of Christ to revoke 
any part of the law. It cannot be broken. 
Every part of it rf'mains in force upon all 
men in all ages. Neither time, nor place, 
nor circumstances, make it liable to change." 

Mr. Spurgeon (Sermons, p. 280) says: 
"The law of God is a divine law, holy, 
heavenly, perfect. There is not a com­
mand too many; there is not one too few. 
No human law-giver could have given forth 
such a law as we find in the decalogue." 

Dr. Barnes (note on Matt. 5: 19) says: 
"We learn hence, 1. That all the law of 
God is binding on Christians ; 2. That all 
the commands of God should be preached 
in their proper places, by Christian minis­
ters; 3. That they who pretend that there 
are any laws of God so small that they 
need not obey them, are unworthy of his 
kingdom. And, 4. That true piety hag 
respect to all the commands of God and 
keeps them." 

Thomas Dick, on the fourth command­
ment (Pldlosopl~y of Religion, p. 95, Ed. 
1849, Hartford) says: "This is a com­
mand that never was abrogated, and which 
never can be abrogated in relation to any 
intelligent beings, so long as the Creator 
exists, and so long as the universe remains 
as a memorial of his power and intelligence." 

And as we love to linger in the warm sun­
light and drink in the glad joyfulness 
from the sparkling eye of friendship, avoid­
ing the gloom, the deformed and the cold 
look of hatred, so we like best to hold up 
to view the better qualities of our fellow­
men ; and as they are good and true, we 
love them; as they are wise and brave, 
we honor them ; as they are unfortunate, 
we mourn for them. But as they are dev­
ilish, we oppose them. There is love for 
their humanity, honor for their wisdom, 
tears for their sorrows, but death for their 
avarice. I am not intending to give hard 

IT is reported in the history of China, 
written by Hadrianus Greslonius, that the 
Chinese remark-" That at the same time 
we Christians compute Christ suffered in 
the month of April, an extraordinary 
eclipse, beyond the laws and observations of 
the motions of the planets, then happened ; 
at which event, Quamvutius the emperor 
was very much moved." 

The American Sunday-school Union 
Bible Dictionary, says: "The command­
ment which stands fourth in the decalogue 
is founded on the fact, that the seventh day 
was blessed and hallowed by God himself, 
and that he requires his creatures to keep 
it holy to him. The command is of uni­
versal and perpetual obligation." 

These are leading authorities with the 
Protestant world. · 

They say very true, 
But what do they do 'I 

Transgress the law of God, every one of 
them, and teach others to do the same by 
not remembering "the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy." 

They keep the first day of the week, after 
showing conclusively that " the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord," and tbat 
whatever Sabbatic character Sunday has, 
is found outside of the law of God, and the 
entire Bible, and rests on the so-called 
Father's (tradition of the elders). Will 
this stand against the commandment of 
God ? Matt. 15: tl. "But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the com­
mandments of men." '' Thu~ have you 
made the commandment of God of none 
effect, by your tradition." Matt. 15: 6. 
"And he said unto them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of God that ye may 
keep your own tradition." Mark 7: 9. 
"This people honoreth me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me." Reader, 
have you been ignorant in regard to this 
matter; supposing that the law of God had 
been changed, or there was a commandment 
for the observance of the first day, in the 
New Testament? If so, the statements and 
admissions from the above authorities must 
fully convince you that Sunday-keeping is 
"of human institution," and not binding. 
"The times of this ignorance God winked 
at, but now commandeth all men every­
where to repent." If you still continue to. 
follow those leaders because they are great 
men, read Matt. 15: 14; Luke 10: 21; and 
1 Cor. 1:26. 

"Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the rudi­
ments of the world, and not after Christ." 
Col. 2: 8. 

" Do ·ye not after their works ; for they 
say, and do not." Matt. 23: 3. 

J. LAMONT. 

Correct Discipline. 

'. 
DISCIPLINE has been called the right arm 

of the church. It may be so, but if that 
arm is raised only to smite, it had better be 
cut off and cast into the sea. Discipline 
should be rather the hand of the mother 
protecting the tempted, supporting the 
weak, leading home the erring, wiping 
away the tears of the penitent, lest he be 
swallowed up with over-much sorrow, or 
lifted much in' prayer in behalf of all these 
classes. Discipline in the army does not 
simply shoot deserters ; it seeks to train to 
good soldiership, so pervading and controll­
ing the details of camp and field, as to 
reduce to a minimum all motive to deser­
tion. It is possible for church discipline to 
be so managed as to transform its member..: 
ship into very Ishmaelites. 

As every private Christian is forbidden 
to attempt to restore a weak brother unless 
he himself has the spirit of Christ, and 
remembers his own liability to fall under 
temptation, so the church is equally for­
bidden to attempt any labor except on the 
same conditions. But how often is what 
claims to be discipline the most carnal thing 
that gets into a church, zeal for one's own 
notion being mistaken for signal zeal for 
the Lord of Hosts; or personal passion 
using Christ's church as an instrument of 
vengeance against its victim.-Sel. 

Is :FRIDAY A~ UNLUCKY DAY ?-Friday, 
long regarded as a day of ill omen, has been 
an eventful one in American history. 

Friday, George Washington was born. 
:Friday, Bunker Hill was seized and forti­

fied. 
F•·iday, the surrender of Saratoga was 

made. 
Friday, Christopher Columbus sailed on 

his voyage of discovery. 
Friday, ten weeks after, he discovered 

America. 
Friday, Henry VII. of England gave John 

Cabot his commission which led to the dis­
covery of North America. 

Friday, St. Augustine, the oldest town in 
the United States, was founded. 

Friday, the Mayflower, with the Pilgrims, 
arrived at Princetown; and on 

Friday, they signed that bugust c~mp~ct, 
tbe forerunner of the present Constitutwn. 

Friday, the surrender of Cornwallis, at 
Yorktown, occurred; and on 

Friday, the motion was made in Congress 
that the United Colonies were, and of a 
right ought to be, free and independent. 

WHAT worldly good thing is there, but 
some reprobates have had it? For beauty, 
Absalom was very fair; for strength, Goli­
ath was very potent; for wealth, N abal was • 
very rich; for honor, Saul was a king. But 
one drachm of grace, one drop of mercy from 
God, had been better than all these. 
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" Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, une jot or one tittle shall 
in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kinf!;dom of 
Heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of Heaven." 

that "on these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets." 

one. tAnd in harmony with God's warnings to, 
and his dealings with, men and nations in the 
past, the world's last warning has come, and her 
final grand crisis is just upon us. 

"Sanctify them through Th;v truth; Thy word is truth." 

BATTLE CREEK, MICH., THIRD-DAY, SEPT. 2, 1873. 

ELD. JAJIIES WIDTE, 

" J. N. ANDREWS, 

White Robes, 

EDITORS. 

= 

In harmony with, and in the strongest con­
firmation of, the foregoing, the Son of God 
speaks to the church in Rev. 22: 14, in these 
triumphant words : " Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and p1ay enter in through 
the gates into the city."' Please notice :- · 

But, dear brethren, our people are in a fear­
ful condition before God. It is generally admit­
ted that the testimony of the True Witness to the 
church of the Laodiceans, Rev. 3: 14-21, ap­
plies to our time, and to our people. And this 
position seems to be ably defended, and sustained 
by overwhelming evidences, in Bro. Smith's 
" Thoughts on the Hevelation." 

THE NEW TESTAMENT ON THE PERPETUITY OF 

THE DIVINE T,A W. 

IN entering upon an examination of some of 
the most important passages of the New Testa­
ment relative to the perpetuity of the law of God, 
it is proper that we should first call attention to 
some of the plainest declarations of the Son of 
God. But, before quoting his words relative to 
his Father's law, Jet us attentively consider the 
bearing which his public teachings have in re­
Epect to truth and duty in the Christian age. 
The great commission to the eleven, designed to 
be perpetuated to the true Christian ministry to 
the end of the age, is to the point. 

This wonderful declaration of the Son of God 
needs no comment. The history of the church, 
showing how loosely great and apparently good 
men have held the law of God, and the present 
closing controversy respecting it, give it espe­
cial fllrce. 

In no case did Christ intimate during his 
ministry that his Father's law was to be set 
aside, and that he was to give the church a new 
moral code to take its place. He disclaims hav­
ing anything to do with legislating. "Jesus 
answered them, and said, 1\:Iy doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me.'' John 7: 16. "I 
do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath 
taught me, I speak these things." Chap. 8 : 28. 
" The word which ye hear is not mine, but 
the Father's which sent me." Chap. 14: 2-i. 
And speaking of the Son, the }?ather says, "He 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command 
him." Deut. 18 : 18. 

1. It. is Christ who thus speaks these words 
of blessing on the obedient. They are a part of 
the "Revelation of Jesus Christ," therefore, are 
his words. Rev. 1: 1. "And, behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me," says the 
Son of God. Chap. 22 : 12. And it is the 
sl.me person that pronounces this blessed bene­
diction on the heads of those who do his Fa­
ther's commandments. 

Our present confidence as a people that we 
have the truth, and that God is with us, while 
we are so far separated from him by the love of 
this world, self-confidence, and, with many, a de­
cided hatred to reproof, gives point and force to 
the rebuke of thE: Son of God to the last church : 

2. The Son of God does not here speak of his 
own commandments; neither does he here men­
tion the commandments of the apostles; but he 
does say, "Blessed are they that do his com­
mandments." That Christ here refers to his 
Father's moral code is beyond all conjecture. 

" I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot ; I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou are wretched, and miser­
able, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of 
thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zeal­
ous therefore, and repent." 

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap­
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have com­
manded you. And, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen." Matt. 
28: 19, 20. The Christian ministry, even down 
to the end of the Christian age, were to teach to 
the nations all things whatsoever the Master had 
in person commanded his first ministers. We 
briefly comment as follows on this· commission. 

Another remarkable declaration of the Son 
of God is his statement of one of the conditions 
of obtaining eternal lift>. "If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments." 1\:Iatt. 19: 
17. And when the young man inquired, 

3. The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ 
was written A. D. 96, thirty-five years after the 
death, resurrection, and a~cension of Christ, and 
the day of Pentecost. '!'he Christian church 
was, therefore, fully established, and every point 
was more than thirty years in the past to which 
men look and argue the abolition or change of 
the divine law. Therefore, let the Christian 
ministry proclaim in the ears of the Christian 
church this blessed benediction. J. w. Dear brethren, it is not enough for us to sim­

ply admit the correct application of this start­
ling rebuke to ourselves at the present time. 
We should ponder its fearful import with care, 
and let its terrific threatening move us to imme­
diate action. You very well know that at no 
period of our existence, as a people, was its ap­
plication as forcible as at the present time. 

1. It was given after the Jewish age had end­
ed, just before the Lord was taken up to "!Jeaven. 
The Jewish age closed at Christ's crucifixion, 
when the hand. writing of Jewish ordinances 
was " nailed to the cross." Col. 2 : 14. The 
Jewish " sacrifice and oblation" virtually ceased 
"in the midst of the week," when Messiah was 
"cut off." Dan. 9: 26, 27. The de~th of Christ 
was the dividing line between the two ages; or, 
at least., it terminated the typical dispensation. 

2. It was forty-two days at least after the 
Jewish age had ended when our Lord gave this 
commission. The Christian age was before him, 
hence the commission spoken in the hearing of 
the eleven was designed for the true Christian 
ministry down to the end of the \torld. 

3. By the authority of this commission, the 
custom of Christian ministers ever has been, 
still is, and ever should be until the end of the 
world, to baptize believers in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

4. In this great commission, we read the 
solemn injunction of the Son of God to the 
Christian ministry to teach to all nations, hence, 
to perpetuate in the Christian church, the doc. 
trines he proclaimed during his public ministry. 
Therefore, his words, relative to the law or com­
mandments of his Father, have all their force of 
application to the men of the nineteenth cen­
tury, that they did to those who first heard 
them. 

1n coming to the New Testament, we find the 
first four chapters of Matthew devoted to a 
sketch of the genealogy of Christ, Joseph, and 
l\Iary, the birth of Jesus, Herod's slaying the 
children of Bethlehem, the ministry of John the 
Baptist, the temptation of Christ, and his enter­
ing upon his public ministry. The fifth chapter 
opens with the first record of his public instruc­
tions. In that memorable sermon upon the 
mount, Christ warns his disciples against a ter­
rible heresy that would soon press its way into 
the church. 

" Which ?" Jesus quoted from the second table 
of his Father's moral code, leaving no doubt as 
to what he meant by the word "command­
ments." In this address to the young man, 
Christ mo_st assuredly gives a practical lesson to 
his church to be observed during the Christian 
age. His parting words to the eleven, as he 
gave to them the great Ch1istian commission-
" Teaching them to observe all things whatso­
ever I have commanded you" -make this point 
fast, and show it to be the duty of the Christian 
ministry to repeat in the ears of the people, up-
on the authority of their high commission, " even 
unto the end of the world," " If thou wilt en­
ter into life, keep the commandmente." 

Many of the teachings of the Son of' God, 
which were to be repeated by his ministers un­
til the end, pertain to the great principles of 
moral government which cannot be confined to 
any one age. As an instance, we cite his word:> 
to the tempting lawyer who inquired, "l\Iastu, 
which is the great commandment in the law?" 
"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
first and great commandment, and the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets." l\Iatt. 22: 35-40. 

In this statement, Christ does not introduce 
new principles. He quotes the first of the two 
great commandments from Deut. 6 : 5 ; and the 
second from r~ev. 19: 18. These two command­
ments are neither Jewish nor Christian, in partic­
ular. They belong to all ages. They were given to 
guard the two grand principles which reach back 
in the p'lst, and forward into the eternal future, 
parallel with God's moral government of crea­
ted intelligences. On these two commandments, 
the ten precepts of the moral code, as well as 
the prophets, had hung since the fall, and ever 
would hang, until the close of human probation. 
Let the ministers of Jesus Christ, then, teach 
all nations, even unto the end of the Christian 
age, that all ten of the precepts of the divine 
law hang upon love to God, and love to man. 
Not even one of them has fallen off. When it 
can be shown that the first grand principle of 
supreme love to the Creator, and the second, 
requiring equal love to the creature, man, that 
is bestowed upon one's self, may be abolished, 
changed, and amended; then may it be also 
shown that the ten precepts of the divine 
law which hang upon, or grow out of, these 
eternal principles may be abolished, changed, 
and amended. 

An Earnest Appeal 

'l'o the General Con~e1·ence Committee, the "Picked 
}[en" at Battle Creek, the Committees of the 

Stctte Conferences, and the O..tfkers of the &veml 
Branches of our Tmct and Mi~sionary Society. 

DEAR BRETIIREN : We take up our pen to ad-
dress you with assurance that the Lord has been 
leading out our mind to consider the present con­
dition of our people, and the wants of the cause, 
such as we never felt before. In our Rocky­
Mountain retreat, we have taken time to review 
the whole ground of our position. We have sur­
veyed the entire field of labor, and have consid­
ered our own condition before God, and that of 
our people. And with repentance and confession 
of want of faith and patience, when in deep af­
flictions in times past, to wait for God to vindi­
cate the right, we have been drawing near the 
Lord. 

At our early season of prayer this morning, 
August 20, us we retired from the family by our­
selves, to especially seek the Lord, as has been 
our custom since we have been in the mountains, 
l\Irs. W.'8 feelings were with ours in the strong­
est assurance that the hand of the Lord had sep­
arated us from his people for awhile, to improve 
our health, and to gather spiritual Etrength, and 
clea~ light as to the condition and wants of the 
cause. Here, by the grace of God, we expect to 
remain until the Lord shall send us out to labor 
among his people. 

'And while we enjoy great freedom in the 
Lord, and the assurance that he is leading us, 
and forgiving our want of faith, and hope, and 
courage, and patience to wait, and is restoring to 
us the joys of his salvation, we feel the deep­
est interest for those of our fellow.laborers who 
have brought darkness and bondage to their own 
minds and spirits in not standing independently 
for the Lord and for the right; and our earnest 
prayers go up to God many times a day for them, 
and also for those who have double labor, and 
care, and responsibility in the cause, on account 
of the failure of some to come up to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty. The Spirit's cry 
is in our hearts for them, and we expect to see 
in them the work of the Spirit in answer. If 
ever God's servants should stand together in the 
toils, and sorrows, and joys, and responsibilities 
of the work, they should in the crisis of the pres­
ent hour. 

The Lord has been appealing to our people 
through the manifestation of the Spirit of proph­
ecy in our day, in reproofs, warnings, and en­
treaties. They have been warned of the sins of 
covetousness, love of the world, selfishness, pride, 
self-confidence, and love of ease; and of a want 
of consecration, self-sacrifice, the love of God, 
and love for the salvation of souls. .Many have 
read these reproofs until they are tired of them, 
and now neglect them. And some cherish a 
hatred to such testimony. These see no need 
of reproof. They feel assured that we have the 
truth, and that the ~ord is with us; and they 
conclude. that these continued reproofs and 
warnings hinder the progress of the cause. 

This view of things, and this spirit, is increas-
ing among our people. Love for the pure testi­
mony is waning; and those who dare speak plainly 
and decidedly against prevailing wrongs and sins 
among us make themselves a prey to a bitter 
spirit of rebellion in those who have been ofwn 
reproved, and have stiffened their necks against 
correction. The deception upon the minds of 
our people is a fearful one. The prophecy to 
the last stage of the church of Jesus Christ, 
given A. D. 96, looks forward nearly eighteen 
hundred years, to 1873, and describes, with mi­
nute exactness, the condition of things among us, 
utters a terrific warning of utter rejection with­
out zealous repentance, counsels the only way 
of escape, and then, in strains of fullest benevo­
lence and tenderest affection, promises the near­
est and dearest communion with Christ to all 
who hear the voice of warning and open the door of 
their hearts by zeal in repenting of the sins 
which have barred the dear Saviour from them. 

And let it be remembered that this testimony 
to the church of the Laodiceans is from the True 
Witness. It is from the Son of God. It ap­
peals to our people at the present critical hour. 
It describes their true condition of blindness as 
to their standing before God ; and nothing has 
done so much to bring our people into this con­
dition as the influence of those who have cher­
ished a feeling of dislike, and with some it has 
amounted to determined hatred, against the re­
proofs which the Lord has given his people 
through his faithful servants. 

The Jews boasted of God, of Abraham, and 
of the law, but despised and rejected Jesus. 
The great facts connected with his resurrection 
were soon to be so convincing that many would 
believe. And as the Jews were to reject and 
crucify the Son, while boasting in the law, 
Christians would run to the opposite and equal­
ly fatal heresy of trampling upon the authority 
of the Father, and despising his law, while re­
ceiving Christ and' glorying in the gospel. It 
has ever been Satan's object to separate, in the 
faith of the church, the Father and the Son. 
·With the Jews was the cry, The Father, Abra­
ham, the law; but away with Jesus and his gos­
pel. With Christians, the cry was to arise, 
Christ, the cross, the gospel ; but away with 
the law of the Father. To meet this heresy, 
ere long to arise in the Christian church, the 

. great Teacher, in his first recorded sermon, ap­
peals to his disciples in the presence of the as­
sembled multitudes, in these forcible words:-

But these principles are as changeless as the 
throne of Heaven, and will endure and run par. 
allel with the eternity of the divine existence. 
The Christian ministry cannot too highly exalt 
supreme love to God and love to man. And let 
it be proclaimed on the authority of the great 
commission, even unto the end of the world, 

Dear brethren, as to the correctnes~ of our 
positions, relative to the soon close of human 
probation, the coming of the Son of man, and 
their clear and easy defense from the Scriptures 
of truth, we need not address you. You see 
complete harmony in them, all agreeing with 
the sure word of prophecy in wonderful perfec­
tion. And you come to the natural and inevita­
ble conclusion that the close of our work must 
soon come. Otherwise, the entire movement 
must be an inexplicable delusion. But no! the 
Bible is the rock on which we firmly stand. Our 
system of interpretation is the only safe and true 

A fearful crisis is just upon us. A testimony 
is ripening among us that will find a hearty re­
sponse from those whose highest ambition and 
greatest desire is to be right before God. It 
will touch the tenderest feelings of all those who 
bear the burdens of the cause, and who sigh and 
cry for the growing evils among us. This testi-
mony, in harmony with that of the True Wit­
ness to the last stage of the church, representing 
the condition of our people to be very bad, when 
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those who are blinded with their sins of omission 
and commiss:on think their state to be very 
good, will no~ be received by all. Some have 
so far blinded their eyes to repeated warnings, 
and are held so fast in the spirit of rebellion, 
that they never will see things clearly, and feel 
their lost condition, until it shall be too late for 
complete reform. 

Dear brethren, we invite your especial atten­
tion to the fifty-eighth and fifty· ninth chapters 
of Isaiah. We suggest that there is strong evi­
dence that the fifty-eighth chapter has a clear 
and forcible application to our time, and to our 
condition and duty. This chapter opens with 
the injunction, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people 
their transgressions, and the house of Jacob 
their sins." 

The prophet then describes the people of the 
Lord as formal in their religious devotions. 
They seek the Lord with prayer and fasting, but 
not with acceptance. And they murmur be­
cause the Lord does not seem to accept their de­
votions. The Lord then shows that they are 
defective in their works, as the reason why their 
lip-service, and their fasting, are not acceptable 
to him. He rebukes their covetousness and op­
pression, and teaches them a lesson of benevo­
lence and love, that is manifested in noble, 
Christ-like deeds. And in the opening verses 
of the fifty-ninth chapter he addresses those 
burning, hope-inspiring words to the formal, 
self-righteous, deceived sinners in Zion. The 
Lord would call them even from their knees and 
from their devout fasting, to consider facts in 
the case, of vast importance, as follows:-

"Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear; but your iniquities have sepa· 
rated between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, that. he will 
not hear." If the sins mentioned in these 
verses are pointed out in the previous chapter~ 
then we safely, and from necessity, conclude 
that the great sin of the people of God at tb.is 
time is in selfishly hoarding the good things of 
this life, in neglect of that liberality which God 
requires. In this neglect of duty, their fasting 
and their prayers are not acceptable in his sight. 

The Lord's ear is not heavy, neitber·is his 
hand short; but he will not answer their pray­
ers, and reach down his hand to their deliver­
ance, until they put away their sins. When 
they will do this, he will manifest himself to 
them gloriously. Who has a clean record in 
Heaven ? All our sins are on record in the 
books above. And it is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to impress upon the minds of sinners in 
Zion the very sins that are written against 
them, and which separate them from God. 

Dear brethren, shall we marvel, and complain, 
and murmur, because God does not answer our 
prayers graciously, when, if he did answer them at 
all, it would have to be done over a record of un­
confessed sins in the books above? Rather, let us 
closely examine our hearts and lives; and if God 
in mercy speaks from Heaven and points out our 
sins, we should be the most grateful people that 
live, and should humble ourselves greatly, repent 
zealously, and pray fervently that the Holy 
Spirit may bring before our minds t!le very sins 
that are written against us in the heavenly rec­
ords, that we may-put them away and draw very 
near to the Lord. 

We address you, dear brethren, because, in 
the prcvidence of God, it has fallen to your lot 
to bear the responsi,Pilities of the cause of such 
magnitude and vast importance. It is right 
that our people should look to you to lead out 
in the cause of present truth. If your faith 
shall be weak, and your views and plans as to 
the utent of the work and the means to 
be immediately employed for its advancement 
limited, theirs will be. If you rise up, leaning 
upon a consiEtent faith, and lead off in plans, 
and ways, and means, in harmony with the pro­
fessed position of Seventh-day Adventists, the 
true and the good at heart will follow. 

J. w. 

NoTHING that does not make thy mind and 
thy heart stronger and more active, and more 
ardent for the good., is worth the trouble of be­
ing desired with ardor either by the heart or 
the mind. 

"THERE is one argument in favor of Chris­
tianity which I could never reason away," said 
a young man, who tried to be an infidel, and 
could not; " and that was the consistent, godly 
conduct of my own father." 

ADVENT REVIE'V ANI) IIERALD OF THE SABB_,_t\TH. 

The Vermont Camp-Meeting. 

WE reached the ground at Wolcott, Thurs­
day forenoon, and found the meeting in prog­
ress. We were glad to find quite a large 
attendance of brethren and sisters ; indeed, the 
meeting was considerably larger than the New 
York Camp-meeting, which we bad just left, 
though this Conference has not half as large a 
membership as that. I was glad to greet the 
friends of my native State, some of whom I 
have been acquainted with for more than 
twenty-five years. There seemed tope a discour­
aging feeling upon the minds of many of the 
friends of the cause, and there was not all that 
interest and spirituality in the meetings that I 
wanted to see. But the Lord gave good free­
dom in preaching the word, and the meetings 
rose in interest till the close. Especially was 
this true of our meetings Sabbath and :Monday. 

On Sabbath, a large number came forward for 
prayers, and there was quite a breaking down 
before the Lord. On Sunday, when there was 
a large crowd present, of course we could do but 
little, except to attend to business matters, and 
preach to those especially who had come in to 
learn our vitms. Good attention was paid, as 
the reasons of our faith were set before the 
people. Many hundreds were in attendance 
from all the surrounding country. But on 
Monday, when we returned to those things 
which were calculated to help our own people, 
we made an advance again, and many were 
deeply affected. One thing we greatly regretted, 
and that was, that so many had gone home 
Sunday night. Those who went, lost the very 
best part of our meeting. It seems surprising 
that so many of our people will not learn to 
reform in this respect, and will thus neglect the 
very means that are calculated to benefit them 
most. We were very particular in the notice of 
these camp-meetings to state that they would 
continue through Monday. We have learned 
that the crowd and the business of Sunday have 
an influence to lessen the good impression that 
has been previously made upon the mind. It is 
important that our people should receive all the 
good they can at these meetings. What a pity, 
then, that they should leave just at that time 
when they may receive the greatest good. 
Nothing seems more discouraging to those who 
travel at great expense to meet with the people 
to help them, than to see them go home and 
neglect the means of grace that God offers. 
Those who did remain were privileged with 
special spiritual blessings. The remarks of 
Eld. Haskell, Monday night, upon the true 
spirit of sacrifiCJe, were worth going many miles 
to hear. How I wished every Sabbath-keeper 
in the State could hear them. 

There was quite a breaking down, Monday 
afternoon, among all the people. Some with 
whom I had the privilege of praying at their 
tents, and beseeching them to give their hearts 
to God, started out, for the first time, in the 
Lord's service. May they continue faithful. 

The hearts of the people seemed very much 
drawn out and encouraged by the time the meet­
ings closed, so that we could hardly tear away 
from them. 

On Sunday morning, we set before the people 
the progress and wants of the cause. The Lord 
speciall.v helped in the presentation of this sub­
ject. The hearts of many were moved, and 
when we called for pledges for the school, there 
was a general response. Upwards of $3,100 
were pledged in addition to the $1,000 obtained 
before, making over $-±,100 subscribed by the 
little State of Vermont for our proposed 'lchool. 
We doubt if any other State sigr:s as much in 
proportion to its numbers and means. We 
confe8s to surprise at the result. In producing 
it, we urged no one personally to pledge. We 
only set before the people the work at its pre­
sent stage, and what we ought to see accom­
plished. Our people are willing to take hold 
when these things are fully understood by them. 
Altogether, we were much pleased at the result 
of the Vermont meeting, and we trust there will 
be a coming up in the work there, hereafter. 

GEo. I. BunER. 
South Lancaster, J!ass., Aug. 22, 1873. 

Tile New England Camp-Meeting. 

Tms meeting was commenced when I reached 
the ground, Thureday noon, and I found quite 
a lurge number of Sabbath-keepers in attend­
ance. It has been the largest of the east­
ern camp-meetings thus far. The scattered 
ones were rresent in more than usual numbers. 
'rhis was an encouraging feature. Some thirty­
two or thirty-three tents were pitched in the 
large circle, and two large tents were also erect­
ed to accomodate the people, when the weather 
was stormy; and such was the case most of the 
time. The weather was the most unfavorable dur­
ing this meeting of any I have attended this sea­
son. There was only one really pleasant day while 
the meeting was going on. I have been sur­
prised at the coldness of the weather this sum­
mer in the East when we hear such accounts 
of the heat and dryness of the season in the 
West. In our three eastern camp-meetings 
thus far, there have been but few nights but 
that a heavy overcoat seemed almost a neces­
sity. At our meeting just closed, most of the 
religious services had to be held in the large 
tent, instead of on the seated space in front of 
the speakers' stand. 

From the first, there seemed to be a readi­
ness to work on the part of the brethren and 
sisters. They took hold well in the prayer and 
social meetings, and many expressed themselves 
as much benefited. Quite a number took a new 
start, who confessed their backslidings, and re­
turned once more to the Lord, and seemed 
greatly encouraged. A very large proportion 
of the people came forward for prayers, and 
manifested a determination for a renewed con­
secration to the work. Ten were buried in 
baptism. The preaching was largely practical, 
and calculated to show what our characters must 
be to pass the Judgment. All that I have 
heard express themselves were much encour­
aged by the meeting, and thankful for the 
privilege of attending it. On the whole, I 
think the meeting was in advance of the one 
held last year. Our .Monday's meeting was, 
as usual, one of the most important of all. 
Quite a number, however, left too soon, and 
thus lost its benefits. How strange it is that 
when our people take so much pains and ex­
pense to attend the camp-meeting, they will not 
reap all the benefit po!lsible. That they should 
leave such an important means of grace when 
in full progress, seems very strongly to show 
that they cannot prize it very highly, or that 
they think themselves in such good condition 
that they need no further help. In either 
case, such must be in great danger. They 
would not pursue such a course in worldly 
matters. 

In the raising of means for the cause, New 
England still takes the lead of all other Confer­
ences. Last week, we thought Vermont had 
the first position, in proportion to wealth and 
numbers, but this meeting rather proves the 
contrary. Sunday morning, when we laid be­
fore the people the progress and wants of the 
cause, especially in reference to our school, there 
was a liberal response. With what has been pre­
viously signed in the Conference, some $5,000 
were pledged for this purpose. _This was done 
without any special effort being made, or press­
ure being brought to bear. Indeed, I think less 
of this was done there than at any other camp­
meeting held the past season. The friends 
acted as though they had learned how to give. 
It came easy. 

And this makes it proper for me to again re­
fer to the tract and missionary society. My 
judgment is more and more convinced of the 
vast utility of this society. Before it was organ­
ized, New England was one of the hardest 
places to raise means in largely, of any of our 
Conferences. It was missionary ground. That 
is, laborers were sent there by the General Con­
ference, and supported there by the General 
Conference treasury. Now, instead of this, 
there is no Conference which pays so much 
means into the General Conference treasury in 
proportion to its numbers as New England. 
She voted, this year, $800 unsolicited, and had 
plenty left to pay all her own bills, with a hand­
some sum provided for future uses of her own. 
I do not believe the people are more naturally 
inclined to give than in other Conferences. 
But they have been instructed in the importance 
of cultivating a spirit of sacrifice, and a good ex­
ample of this spirit ha3 been set before them. It 
has not been a matter of drivinr, either, that 
has brought this about. But the proper motive 
has been appealed to, and as the people leam to 
sacrifice, they grow more and more willing to do 
it. The tract society work is of just that nature. 
To what other means can this be attributed than 
the one I have suggested ? The people are not 
especially rich in New England. It is generally 
thought, in the Western and l\liddle States, that 
the Yankees of New England acquire sharpness 
and closeness of dealing in their characters, be­
cause it is such a hard place to get a living in 
that they have to watch the corners so closely, 
and have to look very anxiously after the pen­
nies and sixpences in order to get a living. 
How, then, does it happen that they are far 
ahead of our richer brethren, West, in giving to 
the cause? 

I do believe that the Western people are gen­
erally better off than those living here in New 
England. I attribute this result to the working 
of the tract society. The New England Con­
ference has not far from three hundred members. 
These give to the school $5,000. Iowa has up­
wards of seven hundred. At the same rate she 
would give some $12,000. :Michigan has more 
then six times as many members, and, on the 
average, they are wealthier. She would, then, at 
that rate, give upward of $30,000. Who dare 
to expect she will come anywhere near that sum? 
and yet she ought to be far more interested in 
the school than New England; for it is in her 
midst., where many of the people can directly 
avail themselves of the advantages of it, while 
New England cannot hope to send many pupils 
to it, conparatively. 

It has been thought there would be a reaction 
in New England-that the pressure for means 
had been so high that the scale would soon turn 
the other way. So far from this being true, 
never have means been more freely given than 
this year. And I can see no signs of such a 
thing. In conclusion, I express my full belief 
that the tract and missionary work should 
receive a large amount of the credit for this 
changed state of things, and that our other States 
will stand greatly in their own light if they do 
not feel interested in the same good work. 

GEo. I. BuTLER. 

')'rials Will Come. 

"lT must needs be that offenses come; bu ~ 
woe to that man by whom the off<Jnse comet b." 
Matt. 18: 7. "For there must be also heresies 
[margin, sects] among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest among y'fm." 
1 Cor. 11 : 19. 

We may expect that trials, offense1l, and apo~­
tasies, will come. These should not discnural!e 
us~ "as though some strange thing" had hor­
pened to us. The primitive church were nut 
free from these things, and we should not, ex­
pect to be. TherewasaJudasamoug the ehoeert 
twelve; and when Jesus was betray, d :md up­
prchended, the disciples present fursook him and 
fled; and Peter went so far as to deny, with 
cursing and swearing, that he knew him. But, 
thanks to our merciful Saviour, he was convert­
ed, and restored to favor. 

Terrible sins were discovered in the church, 
as in the case of Ananias and Sappl1ira and 
the person mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor. 5. The 
Corinthian church al8o got divided up into 
factions or sects, into Paulites, Apollo~ites. Ceph­
asites, &c. And besides this, the church had be­
come so disorderly that they could not come to­
gether to eat the Lord's supper and do it in a 
decent and proper manner. See chap. 11 ; 17 
-34. Such abuses the apostle was constrainGd 
to rebuke sharply, as he afterward directed Titus 
to do in such cases, in order that they might be 
sound in the faith. 

Paul knew what it was to stand in defense ot' 
the truth, when none stood with him, but all 
forsook him. 2 'l'im. 4 ; 14-17. Behold the 
apostle standing alone, forsaken of his brethren 
who should have stood by him.· But the Lord 
was with him and strengtl1encd him; and in 
behalf of his brethren that dtscrted him, be had 
grace to pray that it might not be laid to their 
charge. He had confidence in the truth, while 
some were laboring to overthrow the faith. He 
knew that the foundation of God stood sure­
that the Lord knew his faithful servant~ and 
would approve their course. 2 Tim. 2: 17-19. 
Large numbers of those for whom the apostle had 
labored, bringing them into the truth, turnea 
away from the aged prisoner of the Lord, so that 
he could say, "All they which are in Asia be 
turned away from me." Chap. 1 : 15. Perhaps 
tbey were ashamed to recognize tim in his bond!! ; 
and they may have thougtt the condition he 
was in was evidence that the Lord had removed 
him from the work. But Onesiphorus oft re­
freshed his spirit, not being ashamed of him. 
though he was bound with a chain. Verse. lG. 

The venerable apostle John, beloved of the 
Lord, had experience also of a similar kind. 0 
John. 9, 10. Diotrephes, who loved to have 
the pre-eminence in the church, would not re .. 
ceive the advice of the aged apostle, who leaned 
on Jesus' breast at the last supper, but prated 
against him with malicious words, nor would hr 
receive the brethren that were laboring in har­
mony with the apostle, and those that were io 
favor of receiving them he cast out of the 
church. 

If such were the trials of the primitive church. 
should like things, occurring amid the perils of 
the last days, weaken our faith in regard to th~ 
work of God? Not in the least.. But if all 
things went smoothly, we might have reason to 
doubt. It is enough for the servant to be as his 
I~ord. ~!any of Jesus' disciples went back and 
walked no more with him, at one time. "Then 
said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away'?" 
The reply of Simon Peter was sensible: " To 
whom shall we go'?" Before he left, he wished 
to be sure of something better which would be 
gained by an exchange. And if any now are 
tempted to leave this cause, it will be wise for 
them to inquire beforehand where they are go­
ing. Is there something better to choose? 

The foundation of God stands sure. This 
message is the trutb. It is sent of God. In it 
are the words of eternal life. Whatever trials 
may come, whoever goes away, here will we 
abide. There is no plac~ of safety to which we 
may retreat. Our only safety is in moving 
forward with the work of the Lord. 

R. F. CoTTRELL. 

No LAZY CHRISTIANs.-There is no better 
place from which to see Heaven than a carpen­
ter's table, or a mason's wall, or a merchant's 
counter, if the heart be right. Elisha was plow­
ing in the field when the prophetio mantle fell 
upon him. Matthew was engaged in his cus­
tom-house duties when he was commanded to 
"follow." James and John were busily en­
gaged in mending tfieir nets when called upon 
to become fishers of men. Had they been snor­
ing in the sun, Christ would not have brought 
their indolence in to the apostleship. Gideon 
was at work with his flail on the threshing floor 
when he saw the angel. It was when Saul was 
fatigued bunting up his father's asses, that he 
got the crown cf Israel. The prodigal son 
would not have been reformed and wanted to 
go homt, bad he not gone into business, although 
it was swine-feeding. Indeed, it is not once 
in a hundred times that a lazy man ever be­
comes a Christian. There is but little hope for 
the man that has nothing to do. It is not when 
indulging in idleness, but while like the Bethlehem 
shepherds watching your flocks, that the glory of 
God will shine about you, and there will be joy 
in "Heaven among the angels of God over your 
soul penitent and forgiven.-T. D. Talma[Je. 
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Jj WE WILL LIFT A LITTLE." 

LTFT a little t lift a little! 
Neighbor, lend a helping hand 

To that heavy-laden brother, 
Who for weakness scarce can stand. 

Before I returned home, I received a let­
ter from Alabama which will doubtless be of 
interest to all. A southerner left the rebel 
service, and fought in the Union army, in 
which he lost his eyesight, and was dis­
charged. By a t1·ain of circumstances he 
became acquainted with, and embraced, the 
S. D. A. doctrines. He returned to Ala­
bama deprived of sight, without books or 
tracts. He talked the truth to ot11ers, and 
now there are seventeen there who are keep­
ing the Sabbath. They desire to hear a 
course of lectures, read our tracts, and be or­
ganized, and have offered to defray the travel­
ing expenses of a minister to come and la­
but· among them. I believe the south to be 
a good field of labor. 

]leetiug of tbe Vermont T. and .M. Society. 

PURSUANT to appointment, the general 
quarterly meeting of this society was held 
at Bordoville, Vt., July 19, 20. 

A. Letter. 

DEAR SISTERS oF HAr:DIN CouNTY, KEN­
TUCKY : Over three months ago I parted 
with yon for my home in the 'Vest. Sinoe 
then, we have passed through many changes. 
Have they affected us for good or evil? How 
fresh in my mind, this Sabbath morning, is 
the memory of the hours we have spent in 
worshiping our God together; and the scene 
of that first-day morning, when we, a little 
band of despised followers of the bumble 
Hedeerner, sought the bank of that little 
brook to find a watery grave to be buried 
with Christ in baptism, to rise to walk in a 
new life. And are we ftlithfnlly keeping 
our pledge that we made that memorable 
night. when we coYenanted together to keep 
the commandments of Hod aml the faith of 
Jesus? That event marked the beuinning 
of a period in our lives whieh, if :ell and 
profitably spent) will surely prove a never­
failing- source of endless blessings to each of 
us. But if the lessons of wisdom there im­
parted are to be supplanted l1y the fascina­
tions of this world and worldly considera­
tions, if we are to be numbered among those 
devotees of fashion and folly that are wooed 
and won by the syren song of pleasure, with 
no aspiration rising higher than earth and 
self, then our fate is sealed, our destiny is 
fixed, and our sentence long since pro­
nounced by him who passed judgment upon 
the foolish virgins. 

What. to theP., with thy strong muscle, 
Seems a light and easy load, 

Is to him a ponderous burden, 
Cumbering his pilgrim road. 

Lift a little! lift a little t 
Effort gives one added strength; 

Thnt. which staggers him when rising, 
Thou canst holrt an arm's full length. 

Not his fault that he is feeble, 
~ot thy pmi~e that. thou art strong; 

It iR God makes lives to differ, 
f'ome for wuiling, some for song. 

Lift a little! lift a little! 
"Iany thl·y who need thine aid; 

:.\Iat,y lying on the roadside, 
'}ieath mi~forlune's dreary shatle, 

Pn-s not by like, prie~t and Levite, 
II cerll ess of thy fellow man ; 

But wid1 heart and arms extended, 
Be the Good Samariran. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, sha]],doubt­
t~u come a~ain with rejoicing, bringing hissbeaveB with him. 

:Northern Iowa Tent. 

The busineEs meeting on the 20th was 
opened by singing; prayer by Eld. S. N. 
Haskell. 

The report for the quarter ending Jan. 1, 
1873, was read. 

Eld. A. C. Bourdeau' made some remarks 
upon the general standing of the Society, 
giving the following statements:-

\Ve have two hundred and four members. 
The amount of Vermont's indebtedness on 
the delinquent fund is $124.00; on periodi­
cals to the poor, $11.50. On this there have 
been raised, while attending quarterly meet­
ings during the last two quarters, $78.00, 
and nearly $1000 pledged for the school of 
which $-!7.00 have been paid. In additio~ to 
this, there are the workings of members, &c. 
to be repor~ed at a future time, as we hav~ 
not yetrece1ved reports from all the churches. 
The funds of the society, raiAed on member­
ships, and the $1.4.:35 by donations, have 
been so expended for books that io book fund 
is now necessary. 

SINCE last report, we held a series of 
meetings at Bradfl)rd, which continued four 
weeks. This is a field entirely new. They 
were all strangers ; not one ever beard the 
do.ctrines held by Seventh-day Adventists 
preached before. The congre(fations aver­
aged from seventy-five to th~ee hundred 
notwithstanding it was a very busy time fo;. 
the farmers, as the meetings commenced 
with the beginning of harvest. ·we closed 
our labors there the 17th, when a large ma­
jority of the congregation decided by a vote 
that they believed we had demonstrated 
these doctrines by the Bible. Fifteen ex­
pressed their dEtermination to keep the Sab­
bath of the Lord, l'ome of whom never made 
a .profession of religion before. Some little 
opposition of a mild form, but of the worst 
character, obtained power over the minds of 
some sufficient to keep t?em away; perhaps 
many of them well-rneanmg persons. 

On my way home I enjoyed many good 
meetings with the churches in Indiana. 
llaptize? seven there. God's Spirit seemed 
to be w1th us, to break our hearts and aive 
us penitent feelings. At the family altars 
and in our prayer-meetings many were bro­
ken down and wept before God. Seve1·al 
of these occasion!~, I can never forget. Nine 
weeks past we have been' with the Micbiaan 
t~nt in Armada, Macomb Co. No opp~>si­
twn came from the public desk till within 
the past two weeks. Two discourses have 
been given against the Sabbath question. 
Our reviews were attended by double, or 
more, than attended the discourses· hun­
dreds were out to bear, and listened with 
great attention. 

Our meetings here have been well at­
tended all the way through. I have never 
engaged in a course of lectures where the 
attendance was better. Quite a large num­
ber have decided to obey the truth. Next 
week, we start the tent for camp-meeting. 

I have never felt greater courage or faith 
in the truths of the third angel's message 
than now. I desire to be humbled, sancti-
fied, and saved by them. E. B. LANE. 

.Armada, Mich., .Aug. 22, 18i3. 

Bro. Haskell then spoke upon the proper 
manner of conducting tract societies, of their 
practical working and utility, and of the 
grand results that may be attained by a 
proper interest and sufficient energy on the 
part of the members. 

Bro. Bourdeau then thought it proper to 
notice what had been done by the V. M. 
Society of Franklin Co., organized June 8 
1873, with fourteen members. The Secre~ 
tary of that Society stated, after reading 
their constitution, that interesting meetings 
bad been held weekly, and some letters been 
written ; but, as it had been organized only 
a short time, not much bad been accom­
pli~hed. 

Bro. Haskell made some interestin(J' re­
marks upon the subject. He also sugg~sterl 
the propriety of this meeting's recommend­
ing the adoption of the new constitution in 
place of the one we now have. He stated 
the chief points of difference; and by vote, 
the change was recommended to the Society 
to he considered at their next annual meet­
ing-. 

May we be aware, then, when the hour of 
trial comes, as come it surely will, that we 
be prep~red to use, and not abuse, the po­
tent influence of womanly charms. Could a 
picture of our condition have been photo­
graphed, at our initiation into this great war­
fare, and now compared with the present re­
ality, do you think that we conld see much 
improvement in our Christian characters'! 
would we not see sunshine and darkness 
commingle in some of onr lives? Bnt now 

The last two Sabbaths and Sundays we 
had two wagon loads of our warm-hearted 
bre.thren and Histers from Fredericksburgh, 
wh1ch added very mnch to the interest. 
Among them was mother Pitts, an old lady 
of fourRcore years, over one of which bas 
been spent in trying to keep all of God's 
law; most of the time all alone, tossed to 
and fro by the cold tide of humanity but 
fi1·m in the commandments of God and the 
near coming of his Son. 

·we sold $15.50 worth of books while 
there, and obtained seventeen new subscrib­
ers on trirtl after the close of the last meeting. 

We are now pitched in Horton B1·emer 
Co., nine miles south of B., a smaiJ villaae 

0 ' but a well-settled country around. \V e left 
a la1·gc circle of warm fl'iends at B., whose 
kindneHs and hoRpitality we shared while 
there, and who manifested an interest by 
donating to the cause about ten dollars. 
We trust we still shall have the united 
p~ayet·s of (~od\l _ ~eople, that we may be 
dm•cted by lus Spmt and kept by his power. 
This will be our address for the present. 

J. H. J'llonmso~, 
c. A. \V ASllliURN. 

Horton, Bremer Co., iowa, Aug. 20, 18i3. 

Southern Illinois Tent. 

FRo~u June 20 to Aug. 4, I was with Bro. 
Steward in the northern Illinois tent at Co­
mo. From first to last, we saw n'o great 
amount of interest manifested. IIow<ever 
we hope some good was accomplished: 
~old some publicati_ons, gave a way a ·quan­
tity; several subscnbed for our periodicals. 
Many made a verbal acknowledgment of the 
correctness of our views, but we were com­
pelled to leave most of them stranded on 
the shoals of procrastination. One man 
commenced to observe the Sabbath· another 
promised, just as we were finishin'g up the 
effort, w to do; ~nd for others we wiil hope 
and pray. Etermty, only, will manifest the 
full result. 

Aug. s, I came to this place, and found 
Bro. Bliss laboring on in the good work. 
Since my coming, we have ~poken to the 
people eighteen times; in connection with 
these meetings, we have enjoyed three 
prayer and social season!'!. 

Last Sabbath, we had an interestin(J' Bible 
class; our snhject was the two la~s. A 
Disciple minister was present, and took 
part in the exercises, throughout which he 
manifested a very concessive spirit; but, at 
the close of the school, he spoiled it all, as 
far as his effort told, by sayino· be thotwht 
a first-day "Lord's day" could be pro~ed 
from the New Testament ! It was mutually 
agreed to that we should take for a lesson 
next Sabbath those eight texts which men-

Tennessee, Indiana, and Michi'gau. · h '' fi d '' d h twn t e rst- ay; an e is to be pres-
IT bas been a long time since my last re- ent, with such mi~isterial aid as he may 

port, yet I have not been idle. In my clos- deem proper to hrmg. "\Ve expect an in­
mg tent labor last summer, I was admonished teresting time. May it result in good. 
by soreness of lungs that I must desist from La~t Sabbath, we had aver!. encouraging 
constant effort. I therefore spent the win- meetmg. Some of our old tnends in the 
ter in vVisconsin, pursuing my studies and cause were present; freedom was ours to 
doing what I was able among the chu~cbes enjoy together. Our newly-made friends 
until New Year's; when, by the doctor's ad- took bold well; and at the close of the in· 
vice, I c~ased .preaching. almost entirely. terview the test manifested sixteen souls 
Our mcetrngs w1tb the "\VIsconsin brethren . determined to obey the third angel's mes~ 
will long be remembered; quite a number sage. Last Sunday eve, in the midst of a 
were reclaimed and, I trust, hopefully con- large congregation, some twenty-five or thir­
verted. All of our meetings were character- ~y arose for prayers. ln our prayer-meet­
ized by the converting power of God's mg yesterday, one more made a start for the 
Spirit, of which all seemed to partake. good world; and at the close of the sermon 

Voted to try to raise funds by donation at 
this meeting. Immediately, there were 
pledged on the delinquent fund $25.50, and 
on the T. and .M. fund, $122.35. 

Voted to adjourn sine die. 
A. C. BourmEAu, Pres., 

C. W. STONE, Sec. 

Wisconsin Forty-Foot Tent. 

.JuLY 5, commenced meetings in Nason­
ville, Wood Co. This is a new settlement of 
some forty families. The weather for the 
most of the time has been very rainy. \V e 
continued our meetings until Augul-lt 11 
amidst some oppositioi-t on the part of on~ 
Presbyterian elder, and one Methodist, who 
preacberl five times against the views we 
hold. '\Ve reviewed them, and we think the 
people saw the weakness of their positions. 
How good the truth looks by the side of 
error. 

'V e held some forty meetings here· twelve 
decided to keep all of the commandments . 
nine went forward in the ordinance of bap~ 
th:1m, and we trust are trying to walk in new­
ness of life. Those who have been addicted 
to the baneful use of tobacco have laid it 
aside, and they are trying to learn their duty 
in all things. One of us will try to meet 
with them on the Sabbath while we remain 
io tb~s part of the State. A great many are 
conYmced of the truth, but have not decided 
yet. Oh ! may they walk in the light while 
it Rhines, lest darkness .come upon them. 

Feeling our work done there for the pres­
ent, our tent is now pitched ten miles west, 
at Maple W ork1'1, Clark Co. \Ve have held 
five meetings in this place with seemingly 
increasing interest. '\Ye ask to be remem­
bered by all of God's remnant people, that we 
may walk humbly. H. ,Y. DECKER, 

C. vV. 0LDS. 
Mapl~ Works. Wis., Aug. 18, 18i3. 

lllinol~ Tent. 

the darkness is gradually diRappearing from 
our minds; and, although the vail has not 
been entirely rent, exposing the dawn, still 
evidences are constantly increasing which 
herald the approach of Lhat perfect day. 

"\Ve each have a work to do in the great 
h.arvest field; let us 80W good seed, ff we 
have to wate1· it with tean'~, and when the 
1\laster comes, we can hand in. our sheaves 
and join the harvest song. Let us, dear sis­
ters, remember that six thousand years have 
rolled by since the mother of all mankind 
walked amid the bowers of her Eden home, 
and by her unfaithfulness was banished from 
that lovely place where she could have 
reigned as queen of all living things. And 
to-day, with the accumulated knowledge of 
ages, how little do her daughters know of their 
mission to earth: and bow far short do we 
come of fulfilling our duty. It is said that 
three-folll'ths of all the evil and all the good, 
is attributable to the influence of woman. 
Be that as it may, it is certain that our in­
fluence is potent for good or evil. 

Permit me, dear sisterf<, to express the 
fond hope that throughout the remainder of 
our waiting for the return of our Lord we 
will ever be found fulfilling our high and 
holy calling. Let us have the love of Mary, 
and the industry of Martha, uniting in our 
life-work. Walking in the narrow path and 
bearing the cross is the only way for us to 
regain lost Eden. "\Ve should not wish to 
be carried to our home on flowery beds of 
ease, while others have sailed through bloody 
seas; and Jesns was a" man of sorrows." 

I am waiting, ever waiting, 
For a brighter, better day, 

Just beyond the clouds and shadows 
That surround my lonely way ; 

For a day of light and gladness, 
Such as earLb has never known, 

When in equity and jnBtice, 
Christ shall reign on David's throne. 

All the prophets of past ages 
Saw its brightness from afar, 

And in wurds sublime have ~pokeb 
Of the pence and glury tb~re; 

Now they sleep in those grt>en valleys 
Which in weariness they trod, 

But they'll come with songs of triumph, 
To the holy mount of God. 

Now the world is full of suffering~. 

WE have been here just one week, and 
the interest is increasing. Last night we 
had about seven hundred out, and they gave 
the best attention. Thank God for his 
truth. Oh! for grace to reach the hearts of 
the people. Pray for us. I expect Bro. 
Andrews next week. 

Sounds of woe fall on my ears, 
Sights of wretchedness and sorrow 

Fill my eyes with pitying teats; 
'Tis the earth's dark night. of weeping, 

Wrong and evil triumph now; 
I can wait, for just before me 

lleams the morning's roseate glow. 

I am w11iting, hoping, praying, 
For l\Iessiah 's glorious reign, 

I returned to Battle Creek, attended Gen- last eve five arose for prayers. We re­
eral Conference, and A pent a few weeks at member that "many" are "called " by the 
the Health Institute, where I received much truth, but only a "few chosen;" and, there­
benefit. Feeling able to• resume labor in fore, we shall endeavor to give the people a 
.May I went to Tennessee, and stayed about close testimony. \V e do n't want those to 
two weeks. I preached seventeen dis- go with us who are simply proselytes to our 
courses in ton days, and attended baptism. belief (see Matt. 23: 15), hut those who 
Seven were baptized, one more was pre- possess living faith (Jas. 2: 14-26), and are 
vented by sickness. We left a church of of the true :stamp (Rev. 1-i: 12).: 
thirteen. Several made their first start in The interest extends for miles around. 
these meetings. We left them all in aood We judge we have had five or six hundred 
courage, and have since learned that they present at several of om· meetings. Books 
ar'e pressing on. go off quite well. Twenty-five names have 

I found the interest to hear about where I been received for the REviEW, Instructor, and 
left it two years ago. I occupied the Ed (fe- ReJ.o~mer. How solemn the thought: Our 
field Junction depot as before, and it :as positiOn .and work! Souls are deciding, 
quite often crowded. Two years ago, but perhaps m many cases, for eternity. Pray 

T. ~I. STEWARD. 
Pontiac, Livingston Co., Ill. 

How can the sam·e commandment require one 
person to observe one day as holy, and another 
to observe another day in like manner? Can 
the very same words require the Jew to keep 
the seventh day holy on pain of death, and the 
Christian to keep the first day holy on pain of 
God's displeasure, and everl&sting ruin ? If so, 
who knows but that they may be damned for not 
keeping Monday or some other day of the week? 

For I know he'll rule in justice, 
Right and truth will triumph then; 

Worldly pleasure cannot win me, 
While 1 wait for that bright day; 

Worldly ple11sure cannot charm me 
While its light beams on my way. 

liiARY. L. WILLIA»~­
Baltimore, Kansas, Aug. 2, 1873. 

five were keeping the Sabbath. Six others for us. G. \V. Cor.coRD. 
embraced it shortly after I left, and one, Greenup, fll., Aug. 20, 1873. 

withi~ .the past winter; anoth~r, during my 
last vll'nt. One or two more are keeping the 
Sabbath who have not yet united with us. 

Do not let the stumbling-blocks of adversity 
prove barriers, but stepping-stones, to true honor. R. F. C. 

HARSH words are like hailstones in summer, 
which, if melted, would fertilize the tender 
plants they batter down. 

THE Chinese say of mistakes : "The glory i! 
not in never falling, but in rising every time 
you fall." 
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Wisconsin Tent. NOT KNOWING. 

SINCE my last report, I have been doing 
what I could alone. There seems to be a 
settling down among the people. Some are 
favorable, some are embracing the truth, and 
others are still more determined than ever 
that God's truth shall never proRper here. 
Last Sabbath I called the first Sabbath 
mEoeting. Twenty-three agreed to keep the 
commandments of God. Some of these are 
reliable; others will need much care or will 
never develop into full grown men and 
women in Christ. 

"NOT KNOWING THE THINGS THAT SHALL BEFALL ME 

THERE."-ACTS ~0: 2:.l. 

Some are attending our meetings fmrn 
several miles distant. There are seven, not 
nf the twenty-three above mentioned, about 
nine miles from here, that have gone to 
keeping the SahlJath, and are calling for 
preaching. They have heen reading con­
stantly, and have now brought the Sabbath 
question into their Sunday-~chool. }!any 
are seeing the truth. I am almost impa­
tient waiting for help. There is work for 
three men. 

It is quite a change from last year's labor; 
congregations are small. The cotintry is 
new, but I still feel that this is the field 
nearest ripe for the truth. I am greatly 
blessed in trying to lead the people to obey 
God. 

The cause mo\res slowly here, hut I am 
hopeful, and am seeing some good results. 
There has been hut one minitJter in the tent to 
hear. When asked what he thought of it, 
replied, "I do not know, I do not under­
stand it." I am r~solved to wateh and pray 
more. I feel certain there will be a good 
work done here. I still plead more earn~:-stly 
for your pr:tyers. My addre~~, for some 
time, will be l\Iodena, Buffalo Co., WiR. 

D. DowNER. -Ueflections on Truth. 

O~E of the Iowa tents has been pitch::cl 
in .Marengo, Iowa Co., this season, and the 
editor of the Marengo R•pu!Jli"an, noticing 
the lectures, indulges in some reflections on 
truth, which are interesting, to say the least 
of them. His artide follows:-

"The tent-man's lectures in our city have 
been well attended. Inquiry has been made 
into the various interpretations of the Script­
ures. Many have read for themselves that 
heretofore trusted generally to others. Bi­
bles have been drawn ft-om their obsenre 
hiding places and the du~t completely 
knocked oif, aU<1 their bright pageR, when 
properly read, flashed truth into the soul, 
where darkness too long brooded over the 
chaotic wotld. We have no fear of error 
when truth is left free to combat it. Let 
them grapple. This world is only kept to­
gether by tlh~ truth. Yet we doubt if abso­
lute truth would be compatible with the ex­
ist(mce of any society on earth. Pure truth, 
like pure gold, has been (thus far, at ]past., 
in our world's histot·y) unfit for circulation. 
Men have universally found that it was mueh 
eaAier to corrupt tn{th than to rt'fine them­
selves. They will not advance their min!iR 
to the standard, therefore, they will lower 
the standard to th!:'it· mind~'~. But truth be­
comes mm·e safe and pmcticable the nearer· 
we approaeh perfeet.ion. No bad man ever 
wished thaL his bosom was made of gla~s Ro 

that others could see his thoughtR. 1\[t>JJ 
think it dangerous to follow truth too closely, 
lest she kick out their front teeth. In a per 
feet state of socit>ty it should be the anima­
ting prineiple of thought~<, worflfl, or aetions. 
But as_ we are now, eotdd we ket>p together 
for a swgle year? W onld not perfE'ct truth 
become as imperfect to our imperfect minds, 
as perfect day, to our imperfect vision'? 
What a pulling of caps by one party, and 
pulling of triggers by the other. The whole 
world would st>em t<) have put on a mask, 
simply because it had taken one off. Pon­
derous volumes would be diminished to 
pamphlets, authors would be restricted to 
what is true, crities precluded from what is 
false. No enthusias·t would believe what 
he cannot explaiu, or imposter explain what 
he does 11ot believe. .Men would be com­
pelled to alter such a state of society, or 
change themselves." 

BY marrJing a Catholic husband, a Bap­
til:lt lady in Riehmond has brought trouble 
upon herself. Against her protest, the father 
l1ad the ehildren baptized according to the 
rites of his church, aud more recently he took 
them away from borne anrl gave them into 
the charge of the Si,;t~rs in an orphan asy­
lum. On application to the chancellor, how­
ever, the children were restored to the moth­
er, and she llO\V seeks a divorce from her 
husband. A wl'iter from IVchmond states 
that the case ha:-1 created no little excitement 
on account of its semi-religions aspects, and 
that its dt'cision may settle some important 
marital rightR, and shed light on the extent 
of a husband's authority to enforce the ob­
servance of his own church on the children 
of a protesting mother. 

IF you wish to succeed on the journey of 
life, let honest integrity be your staff. 

I KNOW not what shall befall me, 
God bangs a mist o'er my eyes, 

And so each step of my on ward path 
He makes new scenes to rise, 

And enry joy be sends me, comes 
As a sweet and glad surprise. 

I see not a step before me 
As I tread on another year, 

But, the past is still in God's keeping, 
The future his mercy shall clear, 

And what looks dark in the distance, 
l\Iay brighten a~ I dro.w ne11r. 

For perhaps the dreadful future 
Has less bitter than. 1 think; 

The Lord may sweeten the waters 
Before I stoop to drink, 

Or, if l\Iarah must be l\Iarn.h, 
He will st!tnd beside its brink. 

It may be he keeps waiting, 
Till the coming of my f~et, 

Some gifc of such rare blessedness, 
Some joy so strangely sweet, 

That my lips shall only tremble 
With the thanks they ca.nnot speak. 

0 restful, blissful ignorance! 
'Tis blessed not to know, 

It holds me in those mighty arms 
Which will not let me go, 

And hushes my soul to rest 
On the bosom which loves me so! 

So I go on not knowing; 
I would not if I might; 

I would rather wn.lk in the dark with God 
Than go alone in the light, 

I would rather walk with him by faith 
Than walk alone by sight. 

1\Iy heart shrinks back from trials 
Which the future may dieclose, 

Yet I never had a sorrow 
But what the dear Lord chose; 

So I send the coming tears back, 
With the whispered word, " He knows." 

_,Jfiss ,JJ. G. Brainard. 

Remarks on 1 John .J: 7. 

A CORRESPONDENT asks for light on this 
passage. Dr. Clarke comments on this at 
considerable length. Those wlw wish to 8ee 
it thoroughly examined, and the views of 
many writers criticized, are refHred to his 
Commentary. The following extracts will 
give the reader a good idea of the argument 
on this subject. The first regards the text 
itself, and early l\ISS.; the latter is a summary 
of the evidence. We invite the careful at­
tention of the reader to these remarks of this 
eminent man. 

" But it is likely this verse is not genuine. 
It is wanting in every MS. of this epistle 
written ~cfore the invention of printing. one 
excepted, the Codfx Nrmtfurtii, in Trinity 
College, Dublin: the others which omit this 
ver~e amount to one hundred and twr:lve. 

"It is wanting in both the Syriac, all the 
Ambic, JEthiopic, the Cuptie, Sohidi1·, Arme­
nian, Slavonian, £Vc., in a word, in all the au­
cient versions but the rulyatc j and even of 
this version many of the most ancient and 
eorrect MSS. have it not. It iil wanting also 
in all the ancient Greek fathers; and in most 
even of the Latin. 

"The words as thev exiRt in all the Greek 
:\ISS. ·with the exception of the Codex .Afvnt­
jiJrtii, are the following:-

" 'G. This is he that came by water and 
blood, Jesus Christ; not by water only, hut 
by watm· and blood. And it is the Spirit 
that beareth witness, bee 1use the Spirit is 
truth. 7. For there are three that bear wit­
ness, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; 
and these three agree in one. 9. If we re­
ceive the witness of man, the witness of God 
is greater, &c.' 

" The words that are omitted by all the 
MSS., the ahove exeepted, and all the ver­
sion.~, the Vulgate excepted, are these::_ 

"[In lleaven, the Father, the \V ord, and 
the Holy Spirit, and the~e three are one: 
and there are three which bear witness in 
earth.] 

"To make the whole more clear, that 
every reader may see what ha,; been addul 
I shall set down these verses, with the insert­
l'd worJs in brackets. 

"' 6. And it is the Spirit that beareth wit­
ne"!", because the Spirit is truth. 7. For there 
are three that bear record [in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and 
theFe three are one. 8. And there are three 
that bear witness in earth,] the Spirit, and 
the water, and the blood, and these three 
agree in one. fl. If we receive the witness 
of men, the witness of God is greater, &c.' 
Anv man may see, on examining the words, 
that if those included in brackettl, which are 
wanting in the MSS. and versions, be omitted, 
there is no want of connection; and as to the 
sense, it is complete and perfect without them; 
and, indeed much more so than with them. 
I shall conclude this part of the note by ob­
serving, with Dr. Dodd, 'that there are some 
internal and accidental marks which may 
render the passage suspected; for the sense 
is eomplete, and indeed more clear and bet­
ter preserved, without it. Besides, the Spirit 
is mentioned, both as a witness in Heaven 

and on earth ; so that the six witnesses are 
thereby reduced to five, and the equality of 
number, or antithesis between the witnesses 
in Heaven and on earth, is quite taken away. 
Besides, what need of witnesses in Heaven.? 
No one there doubts that Jesus is the Mes­
siah; and if it be said that Father, Son, and 
Spirit are witnesses on earth, then there are 
five witnesses on earth, and none in Heaven; 
not to say that there is a little difficulty in 
interpreting how the ·word or the Son can 
be a witness to himself.'" 

"The writers that have quoted it are com­
paratively recent or spurious, for those of any 
note which have been supposed, fr·om certain 
expressions in theit· works, to have had ref­
erence to this verse, have been proved by 
learned men to have had no such text in view. 
A great and good man has said that 'the sev­
enth verse, in conjunction with the sixth and 
eighth, has been quoted by 'l'ertullian, Cyp­
rian, and an uninterrupted train of fathers.' 
But a more incautious assert~on was never 
made, as the preceding list will prove; and 
the evidence on the subject I have most care­
fully examined. Benycf, who was an excel­
lent critic and a good man, endeavored to 
defend it, but without success; and JJ,:chaeli.~, 
demonstrated its spuriousness from Bengel's 
five concessions. Knittel has defended its 
anthentieity with much critical acumen ; 
Ilrulius with great sagacity; David Nartin 
ofUtre<:ht, with much honest simplicity; and 
Dean Travis with abundance of zeal, without 
mueh knowledge of the critical bearings of 
the subject. Socin£ans need not glory that it 
is indefensible, and that honest Trinitarians 
give it up; fot· the sacred doctrine which it ap­
pears to express is diffused through every 
part of the ScJ·iptnrel'l, and is as inexpugna­
ble as a rock of adamant, and will live and 
prevail in the church of Christ while ~un and 
moon endure, and till time shall be swal­
lowed up in eternity. 

SuliDIARY of the whole evidP.nrr: relative to tlte 
TIIREE IlEA VENLY \V ITNESSES, 

1 John 5:7. 
"1. One hundred and thirtNn Gnel~ MSS. 

are extant, containing the First Epistle of 
John, and the text in question is wanting in 
112. It only exists in the Oodex lllontfurtii 
(a compamtively recent 1\IS.), already de­
scribed. The Codex Ravianu.~, in the Royal 
Library at Berlin, is a transcript taken from 
the Uomplutmsian Polyglot. 

"2. All the GREEK juthrrs omit the verse, 
though many of them quote both ver. 6 and 
ver. s, applying them to the trinity, and di­
vinity of Christ and the Holy Spirit; yea, 
and endeavor to prove the doctrine of the 
trinity from ver. 6 and ver. 8, with on t refer­
ring to any such vet"se as the 7th, which, had 
it existed, would have been a more positive 
proof, and one that could not have been 
overlooked. 

"3. The first place in which the verse ap­
pears in Grcc!t is the Greek translation of the 
.Acts of the Council of Lrtferan, held A. D. 1215. 

"4 Though it is found in many Latin cop­
ies, yet it docs not appear that any written 
previously to the TENTH CENTURY contains it. 

"5. The LATI~ fathers do not quote it, 
even where it would have greatly strength­
ened their arguments; and where, ha<l it ex­
isted, it might have been most naturally ex­
pected. 

" 6. "VI[tiHus, bishop of Tapsum, at the con­
clusion of the fifth century, is the first who 
seems to have referred expressly to the three 
heavenly witnesses; but his quotation does 
not agree with the present text either in 
words or in sense ; and besides, he is a writer 
of very little credit, nor does the place al­
leged appear to learned men to be genuine. 

"7. The Latin writers who <lo refer to the 
three heavenly witnesses vary greatly in their 
quotations, the more ancient placing the eighth 
verse before the sf'venth, and very many omit­
ting, after the earthly witnesse!'l, the clanse 
these three arc one. Others who insert these 
thrPe are one add in ( hrist JeSUS j Others USe 
different terms. 

"8. It is wanting in all the ancient VER­
sro:xs, the Fuf!J,If~ excepted; but the more 
anciE'nt copies of this have it not; and those 
which have it vary greatly among them­
selves, as may be seen in the specimens al­
ready produced. 

" !J. It is wanting in the first edil!'on of 
Erasmus, A. D. 15lG, which is properly tLe 
cditio pri11cep.• of the G-reek text. 

"It is wanting alw in his srwmd edition 
l51!J, bnt he added it in the third from the 
Codex Jlfonlj(JJ'lil. 

"It is ~anting in the editions of Aldus, 
Gerl!!:lius, Ctphalreu.~, &c. 

"It is wanti1w in the Gaman translation 
of Lt:"TIIER, and "'in all the editions of it pub­
lished during lu's lifetime. 

"It is inserted in our early Englt:sh trans­
lationR, but with marks of doubtfulness, as has 
already been shown. 

"10. In short, it stands on no authority 
sufficient to authenticate any part of a reve­
lation professing to have come from God." 

MANY ways of happiness have been discovered 
but all agree there is none so pleasant as 
loving and being loved. 

The Lamp Without Oil. 

WHILE spending a week, lately, in the society 
of a great number of faithful·pastors from the 
canton of V and, one oft hem at a public meeting 
related to us the recent conversion of a lady in 
his parish. She was one of those who lived only 
for this world. The thought of her sins bad 
never caused her uneasiness ; she was careful and 
troubled about many thing!", but neglected the 
one thing needful. One night, while alone in the 
room, she saw the lamp w hieh lighted it sud­
denly go out. Alth,mgh she wa~ alone, sbe said 
aloud-thinking only of the accident which left 
her in the dark-'' There is no oil in my lamp." 
The words thus spoken echoed in the room and 
sounded in her eart-~, but, with a new sen~e. She 
recalled the parable oft he five foul ish virgias who 
had no oil, and whose lamps had gnne out. at the 
coming of the Bridegroom; and from that mc­
ment., day and night, that word of God remained 
in her soul, as an arrow remains in the 8ide of 
a stan' who flies far away from the huntertl. It 
recu~ed to her constantly : "N", I have no oil 
in my lamp! l\Iy God, what will becnme of me? 
I have not thy grace in my heart!'' She was filled 
with fear; then she bt>gan to pray, and continued 
in prayer until God Bnswererl her favnrabiy and 
gave her his peace throu~h the H,>ly Spirit, and 
now she is happy and full of Zf.:al.-Guussen. 

!. Clown's Sermon. 

THE Virginia papers report that during the 
exhibition of a traveling merwgerie and circu!l 
in a town in that State, where there was at the 
time some reiigiou9 convocation in session, the 
painted jester of the equestrian ring illustrated 
his own serious capacity, and greatly affected an 
au'dience in which many churc1 members were 
present, by delivering the following b,,mily:-

" Uy friends: We have taken in $GUO.OO here 
to-day, more money, I venture to s:L), than any 
minister of the gospel in this community would 
receive for a whole year's services. A large 
portion of this money was given by church mem­
bers, and a large portion of this audience is 
made up of members of the church. And yet 
when your preacher asks you to aid in support­
ing the gespel, you are too poor to give anything. 
Yet you come here and pay dollars to hear me 
talk nonsense. I am a fool bccau~c I am paid 
for it; I make my living by it. You profess to 
be wise, and yet you support me in my folly. 
But perhaps you say you did not come to see the 
circus, but the animals. Why did you not simply 
look at them and leave ? Is not this a pretty 
place for Christians to be in ? Dn you not feel 
ashamed of yourselves? You ought to blush in 
such a place as this." 

The sensation following a speech like thi~. 
in such a place, from such a speaker, may be im­
agined. The local clergy auiled themselves of 
the Bpirit thus produced; a relij!ious revival was 
attempted, and a colleetio11 ft•r foreign missions 
resulted in the sum of $-U)O t 

A DOCTOR of divinity remarked to a brother 
clergyman whose frit>uds had not been ab~e 
to procure for him the essential sheepskm 
from a college, "I have often wondered, my 
brother, ·why you have not been made a doc­
tor." The untitled minister replied, poking 
his more fortunate brother in the ribl'l, "I 
would rather people E;hould wonder wily I 
am not a doctor, than that they should al­
ways be wondering why I am." 

A E'AITH.Imr, friend is a stmng clefense. 

®bituary 
Dlessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 

DIED, in Durand, Pippin Co., 'Vis., Aug. 
1, 1873, sister M. E. Gregory, aged thirty­
seven years and two months. Sister Greg­
ory has. been in the truth a bout ten years. 
She, wtth two or three others, has been 
struggling through opposition alone. She 
leaves a husband and six children to mourn 
her loss. Our heart was sad when we left 
them in their lonely home; we hope this 
separation may not bt> long. 'I'he following 
lines were written by her husband:-

0 death, thy withering hand is lnill, 
Oft on earth's fairest, purest flowers. 

O'er many homes there is a shade, 
But none more deep than rests on ours. 

0 grave, in silence dnrk !tnd dumb, 
We lay our treasure in thy du<Jt,, 

Waiting till the glad morn shall come 
When thou shalt render up thy h·ust. 

We walk the path of life alone; 
We meekly bear the chastening rod. 

'Tis hard to say, "Thy will be done." 
Thy will be done, 0 Lord, our Gou. 

Discourse by the writer. Text, Rev. 14: 
13. DAvm Dow"YER. 

DIED, in Clark Co., Ohio, near Yellow 
Springs, Aug. 14, 1H7:1, of spotted fever, 
Mary H., daughter of L. W. and Rachel A. 
Vanmeter, aged 4 years, 2 months, and 11 
days. Discourse by the writer, to an atten­
tive audience, from 1 Cor. 15. 

'v M. CoTTRELL. 
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Battle Oreek, Mich., Third-day, Sept. 2, 1873. 

The Salem fire department arrived by train, which 
made the run of fifty-one miles in the extraordinary 
time of sixty-nine minutes, including stoppuges. The 
steamboat bringing the Vancouver fire department 
made eighteen miles in seventy-five minutes. 

SpeciaL lYotioe to Subscribers. 

A l1llle cross on tho margin of your paper signifies th~t your subscrip­
i,Ju. \\ill expire wit:1 two more numbers. Arenewa.l is earnestly solicitetl. 

The Eastern Camp-Meetings. 

WE give the time of these meetings, and their or-
der, as follows:-

.l\lichigtm, Battle Creek, Sept. 4-8. 
Obio, Lexington, " 11-15. 
Indiana, Railes' Grove, Howard Co., " 18-22. 

Caution. 

WnonriXG-couan is now prevailing in some places, 

and we brtve been re11uested to say that it is desired 

that no contagious disease be brought upon the cump­

ground. 

The Sermon. 

IF the readers enjoy the sermon biBisbop Simp­
son, in this paper, as we have, they will be thank­

ful that we publish so large an amount of it. The 

rematks on doubting Christians are worthy of careful 

attention. 

Soon after the fire broke out, the wind rose, causing it 
to spread in all directions, and before the Salem fire­
men arrived, seven blocks had been consumed. They 
stopped the further progress of the fire northward; 
but when all available assistance bad arrived, there 
were only seven engines to subdue a fire half a mile 
in length and a quarter of a mile wide. As fast as 
it was suppressed in one direction, it broke out in 
another, while new fires, supposed to be the work of in­
cendiaries, were continually being discovered. The 
fire was got under control about noon,after over twenty 
blocks had been totally ruined. The Metropolitan 
Hotel, near where the fire originated, was destroyed. 
Nearly all the city bounded by Gambill street on the 
north, Second street on the west, Columbia street on 
the south, and the river on the east, is in ruins. The 
St. Charles Hotel, the largest building in the cit.y, and 
two stores, are the only buildings saved on Front 
street. The St. Charles Hotel is damaged to the ex­
tent of $10,000. Walker's sash and door factory is 
destroyed ; loss $80,000. The Oregon Iron Works 
were on fire five times. Only one house stands on 
First street in a space of eight blocks. The east side 
of ::iecond street is gone for nine squ11res. During the 
burning of Walker's factory, the proprietors offered 
$1,000 for a stream of water from an engine ten min­
utes. 

The Sabbath Di~cussion. 

I HAVE received a copy of the book. Being flex'i.­

ble cover, the postage is only± cts. It is well gotten 

up, and presents a good appearance; but as regards 

accurncy it is not ne:uly equal to the works issued at 

cur Ollice Dut it contains considerable more mat­

ter than onr largest bound books, as, "l\Jan's Na­

ture and Destiny," aml, "The Constitutional Amend-

ment." J. H. w. 
Answers to CorreSl)Ondents. 

ToW. H.-It is not the faith of S. D. Advenlists 

that there is probation after the second advent, or that 

rtny will be saved after that time who are not saved 

at that time. There are many different phases of 
the Age-to-Come theory. Some teach that the Jews 

will be restored to their national pre· eminence; 

some, that all the nations will be placed on a more 

favorable probation than the present; some, that the 

dead will be raised and placed upon a new probation. 
This, as far as we now understand it, is Geo. Storrs' 

present views. And some teach that a small part 

only of the saved will be raised in the fir~t resurrec· 

tion, that is, those having special faith; while a 

large nun..ber of the saved will come up in the second 

resurrection. This is the faith of :Mormonism, But 

-we think it is very easy to show that all these views 

are pernicious errors, conflicting with plain declara­

tions of Scripture, and the plainest principles of the 

gospel. They are all humanly-devised means of 

averting the penalty of a failure to meet the require­
ments of God in the present age. 

To J. Il.-The words from which breath and spirit 
are translated in E eel. 3: Hl; 12: 7; and Ps. 10!: 

:!fl, is the same. Dut this is not, of itself, evidence 

that tuey all have precisely the same meaning, or 

that it would be better to translate it always by the 

same English wc,ru. A given English word might 

not properly be tmnslated the same way in all cases 

of its u~e; and so of words in other languages. You 

ask if it should be read breath in each of the above 

ca~es. We should rather read it spirit in each of 
these cases. 

'l'o J. l\1.-The prophecy of Joel is not consecu­

t~e; that is, it is net fulfilled in the order of the 

writing as Dan. 7, and some few others. 

C. 0. T.-We will give, in another place, Dr. 
Clarke on 1 John 5: 7. 

Is it rigb t for an S. D. Adventist to condemn un­

believers for eating swine's flesh, anu at the same 

time raise swine and soli them to others? 
G. W. M. 

Healdsburg, Cal. 
\Ye must be consistent in order to have any influ­

ence over others; and certainly it does not appear to 

be ccnsistent to raise pork and sell it to our neigh­

bor, and then denounce him for eating it. Some 

are so situated that they do not know what to do for 

support except to raise swine. We might differ 

with them in regard to the profitableness of various 

kinds of business. But aside from thut the influence 

of pork raising can never be much in favor of health 

reform. And we believe it would not be to the bene­

fit of the reform to have such very forward to advo­

<'ale that part of it, or to condemn others for living 

on that which they live by. We should be inclined to 

be very charitable toward the man who ate the pork 

which we solu to him, if we depended on the sale of 
it for our bread. 

During the camp-meeting season the great number 

of appciutments has limited our space for answers, 

so that questions are accumulating; we will try to 

!lttend to more of them soon. J. H. w. 

~~~~-~~~-~ 

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times 1'' 

PoRTLAND, Oregon, Aug. 2-A fire broke out at 4:20 
this morning in Hurgren and Schendley's furniture 
store on Front street. The fire was first discovered 
by the captain of a river steamer who sounded the 
alarm. The material was dry, and burned like tinder, 
and before the steam fire engines got to work, the 
entire block was in flames. The fire departments of 
Salem, Oregon CitJ, and V nncouver, were sent for. 

... HENRY WARD BEECHER told the Yale divinity 
students that "an·y one who can repeat the Lord's 
prayer has a right to call himself a Christian." We 
are very much obliged to Christians for trying to be 
so litJeral toward heretics. W c suppo~;e they mean 
w<>ll enough; but we confess we should respect them 
more if they would adhere with all logical consisten­
cy to their Christian profession, ()I' utterly depart 
from it.-Tke Index. 

~ppoiutment~. 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 

*** Services in Chicago, every Saubath (seventh day), at 269 
West Erie St. All Sabbath-keepers spending a Sabl.>ath in Chi­
cago, are invited to attentl. 

'Ihe Health Reform Institute. 

TnE stock-holders of the Health Reform Institute 
will hold their seventh annual meeting at Battle 
Creek, :Mich., in connection with the camp-meeting, 
Friday, Sept. 5, 1813, at 9 A. M., for the election of 
officers, and for the transaction of any other busi­
ness that muy come before the meeting. 

Stock-holders who cannot attend will please see 
that their stock is represented by proxy; neglect of 
this may defeat the object of the meeting. 

JA>IES WHITE, I 
IRA ABBEY, I 
WILLIA~I lNGS, 
HARJION LINDSAY, ( Directors. 
E. B. GASKILL, I 
l\1. 8. l\lERRlA:II, 
C. W. ComNGs, J 

lllinois Camp-Meeting. 

THIS meeting will be held Sept. 23-2~, at Pontiac, 
Livingston Co., Ill. Pontiac is the county seat, and 
is situated on the Chicago, Alton, and St. Louis, and 
Fairburg and Streator, Hailroads. Those coming by 
rail from the north-we:<tern part of the State should 
come to Ottawa, on the C., R.I., and P.R. R., thence 
to Streator and Pontiac. Those from 'the West., 
South, ami East, will pass through Bloomington and 
Chenoa, thence to Pontiac. 

'I'o say that we are anxious that there should be a 
general attendance does not express our mind. We 
arc intensely desirous to see a general assembling from 
all parts of the State, and we can see no good reason 
wby we may not. Come in time to be all rertdy at 
the commencement of the meeting, and prepared to 
stay till it is entirely over. lt will be necessary to 
bring a good supply of bed clothes, as the nights 
muy be cool. Straw will be furnished free, and 
there will be opportunity to get provisions at rea­
sonable rates. 

Dring your unconverted chiluren, friends, and 
neighbors, with you, and come to labor for your and 
their salvation. You will sustain a great loss if you 
suffer worldly interests to keep you away. Remem­
ber, the day of God's wrath is drawing "near, and 
hasteth greatly," and if you are wise you will avail 
yourselves of all the means within your reach, that 
you may be prepared to stand. 
Bro. Butler is expected. For the Com., 

H. F. ANDREWS. 

Illinois T. & .JI. Society Meeting. 

Tms Society will bold its annual meeting in con­
nection with the camp-meeting at Pontiac, Sept. 25-
:.W. It is very desirable to have all the friends uf 
this branch of the work present; eepecially the Di­
rectors, District Secretaries, State Secretary, and 
Vice-President. In behalf of the Society, we extend 
to Eld. S. N. Haskell an urgent invitation to attend 
this meeting. R. F. A.sDREwa, Pres. 

Illinois Conference. 

TrrE third annual meeting of the Illinois State Con­
ference will be held at Pontiac, Livingston Co., Ill., 
Sept. 25-29, in connection with the camp-meeting. 
Let all the churches in the Conference ue represent­
ed, if possible, by delegates, if not, by letters. As 
the notice is short it will be necessary to be prompt 
in making the needful preparations to be rightly rep-
resented. SETH NEwToN, } Ill. 

J. R. WniTHA)I, Conf. 
R F. ANDREWs, Com. 

THE next quarterly meeting of the church of Avon, 
Wis., will be held Sept. 20, 21. Other churches are 
invited. H. W. DECKER. 

TuE Seventh-day Adventists and friends will hold 
a two·days' meeting at Pleasant Valley, Potter Co., 
Pa., the second Sabbath and first-day, 11 and 12, of 
September. Hope all will attend who can. 

D. OVIATT, Clerk. 

THE next quarterly meeting for District No. 7 will 
be held at Adel, Iowa, Sept. 13, 14. Hope there will 
be a. general attendance from all pa.rts of the district. 
Bro. H. Nicola is expected. 

H. ToNEY, Director. 

Ohio Camp-lleeting. 

TnE Ohio Camp-meeting will be held Sept. 11-15, 
at Lexington, one mile south of the village. Lex· 
ington is situated on the Sandusky, Mansfield, and 
Newark railway, nine miles south from Mansfield. 
Provisions and straw will ue furnished on the 
grounu, as heretofore. We trust the brethren and 
sisters in this Conference will come up to this yearly 
feast prepared to work for the Lord. 

CAMP-MEETING CmanTTEE. 

Ohio Co.nference. 

THIS Conference will hold its :tJext annual session 
in connection with the camp-meeting at Lexington, 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 1873. The Conference is ap­
pointed one day in advance of the camp-meeting, in 
order to get the business out of the way of the relig­
ious services of the meeting as much as possible. 
Let all the delegates be on the ground Monday, to 
help fit up the ground for the meetings. 

0. F. GuiLFORD, { Conf. 
GEo. BISEL, Com. 

Ohio T. and M. Society. 

TnE next annual meeting of the Ohio T. anu l\1. 
Society will be held in connection with the Ohio 
Camp-meeting at Lexington, Sept. 11-15, 1873. 

0. F. GUILFORD, Pres. 

Indiana Camp-Meeting. 

THE Indi9.na C•tmp-l\Ieeting will be held Sept. 18-
22, in Hailes' Grove, four and one-half miles west of 
Kokomo, on theN ew London and Kokomo dirt Uoad. 

Teams to convey passengers to the ground will 
meet trains at Kokomo on the lith and 18th. We en­
treat all who propose to attend, that they come on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, in time to complete their prep­
aration on that day, as much will be lo:>t by not 
being on the ground at the commencement of the 
meeting. Provisions and straw will be furnished on 
the ground. 

As ·our Conference is small, ~e hope that an ear­
nest effort will be made by the brethren in all parts 
of the Conference, that there be a full attendance at 
this meeting. 

,J. M. REES, } Camp-
GEORGE WmTE, Meeting 
W. '1'. ::5EAWARD, Com. 

The Indiana Conference. 

TnE Indiana Conference will hold its first annual 
meeting in connection with the camp-meeting, ::5ept. 
18-22. 

Let all the churches in this Conference choose del­
egates immeuiately, and make all other necessary ar­
rangements to attend the meeting. 

All tents should be erected on the 16th, and all the 
friends should be on the ground and preparations 
completed the lith, so that the entire time can be 
used for the good of the cause. 

\\')!. CovERT, } Ind. 
WM. R. CARPENTER, Conf. 
N. CARAHOOF, Com. 

California Camp-Meeting. 

THE California State Camp-meeting will be held 
from September 17 to 23, one mile east of Yountville 
Station, on the Napa Valley Railroad, nine miles 
north of Napa, and nine miles south of St. Helena. It 
is desired that, all the tents be on the ground Mon­
day evening, the lGth, rtnd tho"e designing, as far 
as pos~ible, to arrive Tuesday evening, the l G1h, as 
8uggested in the REnEw. We expect Bro. and sis­
ter White, and Bro. D. M. Canright, to join us in the 
camp-meeting. Corne, brethren and 8isters, to this 
camp-meeting. Dring your friends with you that 
you think may be benefited. Come, praying that t be 
meeting may be a signal bles8iog to the came in our 
midst. Teams will meet trains each way t.o convey 
passengers to und from the camp ground tn·e of 
charge. .T. N. LouauuoRouan,} Cal. 

JACKSON FE!IGUSON, Conf. 
Jou:>r JuDsoN, Com. 

California Conference. 

THE first session of the California State Conference 
will be belcl in connection with the camp-meeting, 
Sept. 17 to 23, at Yountville. At the seesion of our 
State meeting, we, by vote, resolved ourselves into a 
State Conf~rence. According to tb~ State Constitu­
tion circulated among you, you will see that each 
church of twenty members or le~s is entitled to one 
delegate, and one delegate for every additional fif­
teen membfrs. Tbus, t.went,r members, or less, will 
entitle you to one delegate; thirty-five members, to 
two delegates; fifty members, to three, &c. Blanks 
will be sent to each church cle-rk in due time, with 
proper instructions bow to fill them for the Confer­
ence. Let each church immediately elect their dele­
gates, that all may be ready in due seaRon. 

CAL. CONF. CO.!\BIITTEE. 

Quarterly Meetings in California. 

SANTA RosA, Sept. 6, i, 
San Francisco, Oct. 4, 5, 
Woodland, " 18, Hl, 
Bloomfield, Kov. 1, 2, 
Healdsburg, " 29, 30, 
PetalumA., Dec. 2i, 28, 
Green Valley, Jan. 24, 25, 1874. 

It is expected that the members of each division of 
the Missionary Society will pass in their reports of 
labor to their respective librarians the Sabbath before 
their respective quarterly meetings, in order that the 
librarian may have his report made out by the time 
uf the quarterly meeting. 

CALIFOR:SIA CosF. Co)r. 

THERE will be a two days' meeting at Centerville, 
Kan., commencing Friday evening, s~pt.l2. We earn­
estly request all the friends from :l~ounu City, and all 
others within a reasonable dist!lnce, to meet with 
us. Cannot the brethren from Union Town attend 
this meeting? Would be glad to have some minister 
attend if convenient. SmTH SIIARP. 
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