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THB DAY OP THE LORD. 

THE day of the Lord, it cometh ! 
It come9 like a thief in 'the night; 

lt comes when the world is dreaming 
Of s, fety, and peace, and light. 

It cometh, the day of sackcloth, 
Witb. darknes:<, and storm, and fire, 

The day of the great avenging, 
The day of the burning ire. 

~ct slowly, ~lowly, like twilight, 
Nor like tbe cold, creeping tide; 

Nor barque from the distant offing, 
Moving on o'er tile waters w.de. 

But instant-like sudden lightning, 
In the d,.ptbs of a tranquil sky; 

F:·om the west to the e:tst, in a momenJ, 
The havoc descends from on high! 

The day of the Lord, it cometh, 
When the virgins are all asleep; 

And the drunk~n world is lying 
In a slumber yet more deep, 

Like the sudden lurch of the vessel, 
By night on the sunken rock, 

All earth in a moment reeleth, 
And goeth down with the shock. 

The voice of the awful trumpet 
Arresteth the march of time; 

With terror, and woe, and judgment, 
It soundetll through every clime. 

It speaketh aloud to the living, 
It. speaks to the slumbering dead; 

Earth heareth the final summons, 
And boweth the trembling head. 

The flash of the sword of havoc 
Foretelletb tue day of biood, 

Reveali11g the J ud~e's progress, 
The downwa,rd march of God. 

The fire which no mortal kindles, 
Quick seizes the quaking earth; 

And ~;, bors the groaning creation 
In the pangs of its second birth. 

Then the day of the evil endeth, 
And tile righteous reign comes in; 

Like a cloud of sorrow, evanish 
The af(eS of human sin, 

The light of the morning gleameth, 
A dawn without ulotd or gloom; 

In ch,tins lies the ruler of darkness, 
And tb.c Prince of light. bfts come l 

--Bonar, in Christian at Work, 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE GOVERNhfENT. 

AnnnEss oF PRlis. T. ·n. w ooi,sEY, D. D., 
11. D., BEFORE THE EvANGET.ICAL 

ALLIA~CE. 

THE subject on which I have been. re­
quested to prepare a paper for this meet­
ing of the Eva,ngelical Alliance is " The 
Attitude of thP- Constitution and Govern­
ment of the United States toward Chris­
tianity." If tb ese words were meant to 
iuclude only the relations of the General 
Government toward Christianity, the an­
swer would be short and easy. The Con­
stitution of the United States is a written 
1nstrument conveying limited powers, among 
which is not included, either expressly or 
by fair interpretation, the power either to 
establish or to snpport any form of religion 
whatever. In fact, the first of the amend­
ments to the Constitution, which was pro­
posed in 178fJ, expressly provides "that 
Congress shall mak~ _no law respecting an 
esta"blishmcnt of rebgwn or prohibiting the 
free exercibe thereof." Hence, while it is on 
other accounts certain that no laws of the 
'G nited Sta,tes could establish or support 
religion in any of the States, it is equally 
certain from this amendment that no such 
legislation in a Territory not yet made a 
State would be con'3titutional. Congress 
could make laws touching marriage and 
divorce for a Territory, but it could not 
for a State. The control of the family re­
lations falls entirely within the province of 
the immediate State power, as far as those 
are concerned who are under its j urisdic­
tion. And, accordingly, no public act of 
Congress touching religion would have any 
validity within the borders of any one of 
the United States. 
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RELIGION INDEPENDENT OF THE GENERAL 

GOVERNMENT. 

Such being the nature of the Constitu­
tion, the few points where Christianity and 
the General Government (not the Constitu­
tion) come into contact are of sma1l impor­
tance. They are such as theEe: 1. The 
appointment of chaplains in the army and 
navy, in military and naval schools, and 
for the houses of Congress. 2. The recog­
nition of Sunday as a holiday for the legis­
lature and all employes in the civil service 
-a usage which in pressing cases might be 
violated. 3. The power of the courts to 
consider, on appeal, contracts for any re­
ligious or eleemosynary purpose with which 
it is alleged that the States have interfered 
-a power, be it remarked, which relates 
to contracts for such purposes because they 
are contracts, and not because they are re· 
ligious. 4. The power under the general 
control exercised over Territories (which 
has been mentioned) of limiting the powers 
of ecclesiastical together with other corpora­
tions. Thus, by an act of 1862, corpora­
tions and associations for charitable or re­
ligious purposes are not allowed to acquire 
and hold real estate in any Territory of 
greater value than $50,000, and all such 
property acquired and held by such body 
after this act are escheated to the United 
States. This statute is of the nature of 
statutes of mortuaries, and implies not a 
jealousy of religion, but of overgrown re· 
ligious corporations. 

Thus the Constitution of the United 
States has properly nothing whatever to do 
with religion. If the people were Moham­
medans, under the same constitution, sim­
ilar departures in minor points from the 
principle of absolute ignoring a particular 
religious faith would be possible. 

We pass over now to the attitude of the 
particular State toward the Christ.ian relig­
ion. Here a wide field opens before us, to 
explore which thoroughly.would require far 
more time than can be allowed to papers 
presented in this Conference. The subject 
may be looked at under three points of 
vi~w. We may ask what were the earlier 
religious institutions and the feeling of the 
colonies before the Revolution; how the in­
stitutions and feelings were altered; what 
is the spirit shown in the constitutions and 
laws of the States within the present centu­
ry; and what is the sober conviction of all 
denominations of Christians in the more re­
cent times in regard to the relations of 
Church and State. 

COLONIAL PROVISIONS FOR CHURCHES. 

All the earlier colonies-with the excep­
tion of Maryland (where the establishment 
of the Catholic Church would have been 
illegal according to English law) and of 
Rhode Island, where first equality of all 
Christian churches and faiths was a theory 
as well as a practice-followed the Mother 
Country in regarding it to be the duty of 
the State to set up some form of Christian 
worship and to recognize, nearly or remote­
ly, some articles of Christian faith. Such 
was the case in most of the Puritan colo­
nies-Plymouth~ Massachusetts, Connecti­
cut, and New Haven-and in Virginia, 
South Carolina, and New York, where the 
English Church was established. In New 
York, the attempt to create an establish­
ment was made in 1793, at too late a day to 
produce much effect. According to Chief­
Justice William Smith, the Dutch colonists 
belonging to the Church of Holland and 
members of other denominations numbered 
fifteen to one Episcopalian, so that nowhere 
among the colonies was religious legislation 
so impolitic and so unreasonable. The Pur­
itan colonies and Virginia supply us with 
the results of a nearly similar experience. 
They passed from the establishment of one 
exclusive form of church order, through 
toleration; to the recognition of entire relig­
ious equality. The leading Puritan colonies, 
however, after conceding religious freedom 
to all existing denominations, halted for a 
long time at the point of requiring all to 

contribute, according to general rules of 
taxation, to the support of their respective 
forms of church. Virginia passed, as if 
per saUum, from toleration to the volunta­
ry system. 

FIRST ESTABLISIIED CHURCH. 

In all, the territory was divided into four 
parishes, where the doctrine and discipline 
either of the Church of England, as in Vir­
ginia, or of Congregationalism, as in the 
other colonies, were protected. Glebes 
were set apart in every parish of Virginia, 
and manses built. Things were left in the 
Puritan colonies more to the separate 
churches. In all, at first, other sects were 
not endured. In Virginia, before 1643, cer­
tain ministers from New England, sent for 
by some of the inhabitants, were remanded. 
In Massachusetts, two of the early colonists 
were sent back to England because they fa­
vored the worship of the Church of Eng­
land. 

All the colonies agreed with the Mother 
Country in protecting Sunday by law. At­
tendance at church was required in Vir­
ginia, and, if I mistake not, in New Eng­
land. Sectaries, especially Quakers, were 
frowned upon by the laws of all the colonies, 
and their assemblage for worship forbidden. 
In Virginia, baptism was so far compulsory 
that every person refusing to have his child 
baptized by a regular minister was amerced 
in 2,000 pounds of tobacco. In two of the 
New England colonies-in Massachusetts 
and in New Haven, until its union with 
Connecticut, in 1665-church members alone 
could be citizens with full powera. In the 
colonies of New England, while the minis­
ters were held in great respect, marriage 
was exclusively a civil ordinance until 1692 
in Massachusetts and 1694 in Connecticut. 
Virginia being within the diocese of the 
BiRhop of London, the legislature of the 
colony had no independent legislation. It 
was otherwise in the New England colonies. 
Synods were called by advice of the legisla­
tures, as we now call them. The synod 
called in this way to meet at Say brook, in 
Connecticut, in 1717, prepared a confession 
of faith and scheme of discipline, which was 
accepted by the legislature as the legally 
enacted church order in the colony. 

FREE WORSHIP ESTABLISHED. 

The toleration act of the .first William 
and Mary was binding in all parts of the 
dominions of England. Under and after 
this act, all sectarians included within its 
provisions could have free worship. But 
toleration grew everywhere, in the colonies 
as in the Mother Country ; and finally the 
actual equality of the social systems of the 
colonies, as well as the principles of free­
dom of which the Revolution was an out­
growth, carried the colonies beyond the 
more fixed habits of Old England. Thus, 
for example, in Connecticut, in 1729, two 
years after the first Episcopal church was 
founded, the laws were altered so as to ex­
empt them from contributing to the parish 
worship, and the same privilege was ex­
tended to the Bc~ptists two years afterward. 

In Virginia, Quakers were allowed to tes­
tify an affirmation in the eighteenth century, 
and even acquired the right of voting for 
burgesses. Still, marriages could be cele­
brated only according to the forms in the 
Prayer Book. The century was marked 
here, as everywhere, by increa.sing tolera­
tion. The import.ant act of 1776 abolished 
all past acts which made religious opinions 
criminal or made absence from church pe­
nal. It declared that to be compelled to 
support a church contrary to conscientious 
convictions is unjust, and ordained that all 
dissenters should be free and exempt from 
all taxes and impositions for the support of 
the Established Church whatever. Another 
clause suspended the old act for supporting 
the clergy by parish levies, and in 1779 this 
act was repealed. This was followed the 
next year by an act disavowing all vestries 
and appointing overseers of the poor to dis­
chlrge one of their functions. Thus the 
last cord was cut which tied religion to the 
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State. As already said, the legislation in 
the New England colonies did not go quite 
so far; but made all denominations nearly 
equal by allowing every taxpayer to have 
his tax, so far as it went to the support of 
religion, go to the minister of his choice. 

POWER AND SPIRIT OF TilE STATES. 

Such was the progress of legislation and 
of public feeling influencing legislation in 
the principal colonies where there had been 
laws for the maintenance of religion. We 
are led to ask, next, What are the powers 
and what the spirit of the States in regard 
to religion '? The answer in regard to the 
powers of the States is simple and brief. 
They lost no power in this respect by the 
formation of the Constitution of the United 
States. They could have had religious es­
tablishment3 and laws sanctioning religion 
before (some of them carried such laws and 
establishments over and beyond the llevolu­
tion); they could have the same now. N oth · 
ing has altered in this respect on account of 
the institution of a general government. A 
Catholic State like Mexico, and with a priv­
ileged clergy, could be admitted into the 
Union to-morrow. It is time that quite a 
number of constitutions of States lay down 
in their provisions the widest possible re­
ligious freedom and the most entire separa­
tion between church and State. But the 
power that made such constitutions could 
unmake them and set up others of an oppo­
site character. The only restraint outside 
of the popular will in any given State would 
be retaliatory legislation, and the Constitu­
tion would be amended to meet the difficul­
ty. But such a state of things as a return 
to the old feelings and institutions of the 
seventeenth and first part of the eighteenth 
centuries is hardly conceivable, and would 
be as great a wonder almost as a change in 
the order of Nature. It might come when 
ranks of society and another form of gov­
ernment are introduced; but certainly not 
before. The feeling of the country is now, 
and for the last generation or two has been, 
that the true idea of government among us 
involves the entire and absolute separation 
of Church and State; the complete liberty 
and exact equality of all denominations of 
Christians, yea, of all religionists, whether 
their views accord or not with the Script­
ures ; the freedom of all who wish to prop­
agate any doctrine or system of religion 
whatever ; and the inexpediency as well as 
the injustice of restraining any one from 
publishing his opinions on any religious, 
moral, or political subject whatever, so long 
as private rights are not violated. A man 
may inveigh openly, if he please, agai~st 
this policy, and seek to change the convic­
tions on which it is founded. But it can­
not be denied that such is the condition of 
a vast mass of the thinking persons of the 
country. There are many who doubt 
whether we are religious, moral, and steady 
enough to bear our prosperity and our free­
dom. But probably there is almost no one 
-at least, among Protestants-who would 
dream that we are to be saved by surren· 
dering these convictions. 

STATE AID ~EJECTED. 

Such are the settled convictions of the 
country. If, now, one were to as~ th~ re­
ligious men of all Protestant denommatlons 
whether they would accept of St~te s_upport 
to religion, given in the least obJectionable 
form-that of a general tax, to be devoted 
in the ratio of numbers to all denominations, 
or even to all Protestant ones__:they would, 
I think with one voice, say. No. This fixed 
sentim;nt of American Christians may, I 
think, be expressed under the following 
heads with fairness and exactness :-

1. That if it were admitted that in some 
forms and conditions of society the church 
might, without evil to itself, have a connec­
tion with the State, the various forms of 
faith and worship in this country calling 
themselves Christians could never agre~ or 
consent to any other relation except one in 
which all would be equal. Nay, if any one 
of the Protestant sects could attain to the 
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rank of a State religion, the voice in every 
one of them would be, I am convinced, 
most decidedly, against superiority over the 
re>1t, both as an evil to itself and as unjust 
towa.rd them. Still further, that not one of 
them would consent to have Romanism 
forced upon them by State law. 

2. That the absolutely voluntary system 
answers to our political system, and best 
serves the spread of religion in a country 
ever enlarging itself, like this. 

3. That the evils of this system, such as 
competition of sects, increased sectarian 
Epirit, proselyting, and encroachment upon 
one another's provinces; the weakness of 
new churches in new settlements, conse­
quent upon the number of sects, ·and the 
stiffness and narrowness of religious prej­
udices, while they are felt to be evils and 
great ones, arc not to be compared with the 
impotence and deadness of exclusive State 
churches. 

4. That our system lays a great and sal­
utary responsibility on Christian people for 
spreading the gospel, and that much of the 
religious life of the nation expresseg itself 
in this way. The power to act, the duty 
to act, the feeling that instant action is 
necessary to preserve :md extend Christen­
dom in the land into which emigrants of all 
sorts and from all parts press, are motives 
of immense power. 

5. That no other but one voluntary sys­
tem is possible, because those who have no 
religion and those who have suspicion or dis­
like of even the remotest tie between it and 
the State would utter such complaints as to 
make it believed that their rights were in-
jured. -

SEPAB.A'.&IO.N OF CHURCH AND ST_-\.TE BEN· 

EFICIAL. 

I have intended in what has been said 
to express the convictions of the great mass 
of th?ughtful religious m0n. It ought to 
be said, however, that these feelings have 
not always existed with equal strength since 
the days w~en full reli~ious equality began. 
In the. e.arher parts of the century, it was 
the opmwn of many in one or two of the 
States tha~ the Commonwealth ought by 
law to provide for the support of ministers, 
in such sort that all pastors of all sects 
in the towns could have their proportionate 
share in the taxes laid for that purpose. 
D~. Dwight, Pre~ident of Yale College, a 
Wise and large-mmded man, died in 1816 
while an agitation was going on in Connec~ 
ticut, which destroyed in 1818 the last faint 
trace of State religion in that Common­
wealth. I can remember, as a boy, that 
he thought that the foundations of relio-ion 
were giving way, and in this feelinc:r othis 
there were mingled no elements of secta­
rianism. So Dr. Lyman Beecher also one 
of ~is scholars, a hopef~l? courag;ous, self­
rclymg man. Of t~e crisis, he writes, being 
then a pastor of an Important church in the 
State: "It was as dark a day as ever I saw. 
'rhe injury to the cause of Christ as we then 
supposed, was irreparable. For ;everal days 
I suffered what no tongue can tell for the 
best thinB that ever happened to the church­
es. It C'It the churches loose from depend­
ence on State support. It threw them whol­
ly on their own resources and on God. 
They say ministers have lost their influ­
ence; the fact is, they have gained. By 
voluntary efforts, societies, missions and 
revivals, they exert a deeper int1uenc: than 
ever they could by queues, and shoe buckles, 
and cocked hats, and gold·headed canes." 
While it provokes a smile to think that so 
small ~ chan~e .as that from the parish 
laws tnen ex1stmg to perfect freedom in 
supporting public worship should have awak­
en~d. great ala~m~, we admire those str~ng 
rehgwus convictwns and energies which 
~·ery soon c?nverted the apprehended curse 
mto a blessmg. For that it was a blessinc:r 
to religion all unite in believing, and all 
facts show. 

RELIGION OUTSIDE THE STATE BtJT WITH­

IN THE I,AW. 

While thus religion is entirely divorced 
from the State, it is not altogether outside 
of law. Worship in church organizations 
needs houses of worship that are common 
property ; the ministe~ must be supported 
out of. a fund or by a contribution gener­
~1ly st1pul~ted. beforehand; subsidiary re­
ligiOus mstitutlons, such as cemeteries and 
parish schools, need special funds. Thus 
the. rights of property and of contract, to 
whiCh we may add that of protection against 
disturbance of worship, and others, come 
under .the .control of public laws. Again, 
the:e IS a Jealou~y.of large religious corpo­
ratiOns and of mimsters representing them, 
and thus another class of laws may Ue 
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called forth, and still ag3,in the State may 
judge that certain truths of natural or re­
vealed religion in their separate forms, in­
dependently of any church or ecclesiastical 
power, are necessary for the well-being of 
the civil community, and may ingraft them 
in some shape into its constitution. I shall 
devote a few words to each of these points, 
beginning with the last., and referring those 
who wish to look at them more at large to Dr. 
Joseph P. Thompson's" Church and State 
in the United States of America," published 
in Berlin in the German language a few 
months since, and more recently in English 
in this country. 

A GENERAL SU..VIli1ARY. 

I. While most of the States say nothing 
of religion, even of what is called na~ura.l 
religion, in their constitutions, several with­
hold civil offices from atheists, from disbe­
lievers in future rewards and punishments, 
and even from disbelievers in the Christian 
religion (Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
North C.trolina, Pennsy I vania., and perhaps 
others). One,. a few years since, disqualified 
Jews from holding civil office. But, if I am 
not in an error, every new revision obliterates 
all these old recognitions of religious truth 
from the constitutions as being a dead let­
ter, or as inconsistent with t.he political 
Equality of persons against whom no crim­
inal charge can be brought. 

II. In many constitutions a jealousy is 
shown of organized religious power, and 
precautions are taken against the disturb­
ance of religious equality. Sixteen consti­
tutions at least declare, in different forms 
of words, that no preference shall be given 
to any religious establishment or mode of 
worship. In others, the Legislature ia re­
strained from passing any law requiring or 
authorizing any religious society, or the 
people of any district, to levy any tax for 
the repair of any house of public worship, 
or the support of any church or ministry. 
Others, again, forbid the Legislatures to 
compel any one to attend, erect, or sup­
port any place of religious worship, or pay 
tithes, taxes, or other rates for the support 
of any minister of the gospeL In one or 
two States, no money can be constitutionally 
appropriated to. any religious society or the­
ological or religious seminary (Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota). 11he constitutions 
of two States provide that no gift or devise 
to any ecclesiastical person as such shall be 
valid (Maryland, Missouri). So also one 
State limits the amount of real property 
which a church, parsonage, or burial-ground, 
can hold, to five acres. Again, the amount 
of income from real and personal property 
which the trustees of any rfligious denom­
ination can acquire and hold is limited by 
an act of New York, of 1813, to $3,000 
per annum. A few exceptions were made 
to the operation of this act in the act itself 
from its provisions, and in 1863, a general 
exception was made in favor of Roman 
Catholic churches or congregations, exclud­
in.g church buildings, parsonages, school~, 
with land for the same, and burying-places 
from the provisions of this act, but ethEr­
wise conforming to the earlier law. It is 
probable that such limitations of the power 
of holding property will become extensive 
through the States, owi.ng partly to jealousy 
of the Roman Catholics, partly to a still 
~ess defensible jealousy of all religious organ­
IZed power, partly to that regard for the right 
of family inheritance which has introduced 
the princip,le of the R~man querela in o.fficio 
testament~ mto the leglslation of France and 
Prussia. 

An unjust discrimination is made or was 
made in the earlier constitutions of the States 
-all ?f. them Southern-against clergymen 
or mmtsters of the gospel. They were 
made incapable of serving in the Legislature, 
on the ground that such service calls them 
away from their proper duties. This dis­
qualification of old standing received a sar­
castic rebuke from Dr. Witherspoon, pres­
ident of Nassau Hall. He suggested an 
amendment to the constitution of the State: 
"That, if the clergyman should be deprived 
of his clerical character by those who in­
vested him with it, on account, for instance 
of cursing and swearing, drunkenness or un~ 
cleanness, he should thereupon be fully 
restored to all the privileaes of a free citizen 
and become eligible to the Senate o; 
House of RepresentativeF, and be treated 
with all the respect due to his brethren and 
the other members of the assembly."­
(Works, IV. 423.) 

With a few such for the most part not 
unreasonable restrictions, the States, by 
their laws and courts, protect the outward I 
fo:ms of religion. Churches or relief soci­
eties can hold property, make contracts with 

ministers, exercise discipline flccording to 
the rules of the denomination, in short, do 
everything necessary for the purposes for 
which outward and associated religion is 
necessary anJ actually exists-in all this, 
the courts protect, interpret, restrain, and 
do all acts which the nature of such co-op­
eration requires. They will enforce the pay­
ment of salaries, prevent the members of a 
church, it may be, from transferring the 
church property to' another denomination, 
protect the right of church censures, recog­
nize even the authority of bishops and of 
presbyteries within their spheres, and the 
like. It is unnecessary to enlarge here, al­
though many interesting cases have come 
up ; for the general theory of the relations 
of law and equity to casPs that may arise 
in the aff11irs of religious bodies seems to 
be tolerably clear. 

CO~WL USIONS. 

Having looked brit:fly at the main points 
of our subject, we close with the inquiry 
whether the United States can be called a 
Christian nation. Can a State or consti­
tution be called a Christian one, which 
separates religious interest as far as possi­
ble from civil interests, although there may 
be a few vestiges of public respect for re­
ligion, such as. chaplains of Legislatures, 
fasts and thanksgivings appointed by public 
authority, religious instruction in the army, 
n11vy, public prisons, hospitals, and t~e like? 
Or in other words, when a commumty, be­
lieving that religion in an ind~pendent 
sphere becomes purer and perv~siv~; th~t 
perfect equality between denommatwns IS 

the only just and peaceful policy; . th.at 
Christ's kingdom will grow and stand m Its 
true qualities and in its power, when unfet­
tered by State laws; provides for such are­
latibn between State and church or churches 
-in its ground, law or constitution does the 
instrument of Government, or the State 
thus credited, give origin to an unchristian 
State? We deny this. It is no more so 
than an academy of science is unchristirm 
without a creed, or a mercantile firm with­
out daily prayers in the counting- h0use. 

In what sense can this country, then, be 
called a Christian country? In this sense, 
certainly, that the vast majority of the people 
believe in Christ and the gospel, that Chris­
tian influences are universal, that our civil· 
ization and intellectual culture are built on 
that foundation, snd that the institutions 
ar 3 so u.djustcd as in the opinion of almost 
all Christians to furnish the best hope for 
spreading and carrying down to posterity 
our faith and our morality. 

But can Christianity b~ said to be in a11Y 
sense the law of the hnd? So Daniel 
Webster argued in the great Girard case 
of 18·-f.±. He says; "General, tolerant 
Christianity, independent of sects and par­
ties, that Christianity to which the sword 
and the faggot are unknown, is the law of 
the lund," and he refers to a judgment of 
the highest court of Pennsylvania-the 
s~ate where the case had its seat-that 
general Christi<1nity is, and always has 
been, the common law of that Government, 
whether in its colonial or its State condi­
.tion, and the Constitution of that Common­
wealth, framed in 1838, declares that no 
person, acknowledging the being of a God, 
and a future state of rewards and punish­
ments, shall be disqualified from office, 
thereby implying that those who do thus 
deny, may be disqualified. 

But we fa\1 to see the cogency of Mr. 
Webster's argument. At the most, theism 
is sanctioned by such constitutional provis­
ions as that which is cited. As for general 
tolerant Christianity, it is protected in its 
outward expression of worship, its morality 
(except in the matter of divorce, where most 
of the States are exceedingly loose) is hon­
ored. Some few customs have mingled 
themselves up with public life; but how can 
it be called the law of the land? What 
ooints of contact are thero between the law 
and the abstract conception of Christianity 
which the great advocate speaks of, unless 
it may be in the matter oflaws against blas­
phemy? Where they exist, what change 
would be needed ? If the people should all 
turn Mohammedans or Mormons, what ma­
terial change would be needed in the laws, 
except in those relating to the marriage 
union and to intestate estates? The true 
statement, then, seems to be that, Christian­
ity being the religion of the mass of the 
people, its usages and ideas ca:o.not be sepa­
rated from legislation by a mathematical 
line. Sunday, for instance, must differ 
from other days in the eye of the law; but 
the law has as little to do with Christianity 
and Christianity with the law as possible. 

Present Standing of S11iri.tnrrllsm. 

WHEN we prepared the last edition of our 
pamphlet on "The Nature rmd Tendency 
of Modern Spiritualism," it was said by 
many that we were uncharitable and censo­
rious. Some even yet claim that v;e, as 
a people, do i11justice to Spiritmlists by 
calling them "free lovers," and accusing 
them of the intention to abolish the mar­
riage rite, and destroy the family rebtion. 
We must confess that the charge is a severe 
one, but its greatest severity consists in the 
fact that ic is true and just. The follow­
ing remarks are from the lloston 1Jai1y 
Globe:-

"The pernicious theories disseminated by 
those who profess to be and are looked up 
to as the leading lights of Spiritualism were 
explained with startling frankness a.t a 
meeting recently held at Vi::elan<l, N. J. 
Over two hundred delu<iing misleaders were 
assembled on this occasion, and after the 
usual qua,ntity of transcendental cant, the 
customary allowance of bb.Ephemy and the 
inevitable laudation of Communism, the 
main business of the gathering was attend­
ed to. .Free love, e,ti.l8ism, ignorance and 
pref!umption were the moet noticeable fea­
tures of the addresses then anrl there deliv­
erecl. There were numberless affinities, and 
few legally joined husbands a.nd wivea. The 
()'rand speech of the occasion was delivered 
by the notorious Victori~~ Woodhull. It was 
charactenzed by almost revol ~ing coarseness, 
and hurled defiance at every precept that 
social law has enacted for Wl;:)ia.l decency. 
This was no more than -wa.; to be expected. 
from such a woman, and the fact ·would 
scarcely be worth the chronicling were it 
not tht it was warmly applauded through­
out by her listeners, who only too phinly 
showed the goal whither Spiritualism was 
tending. She calmly advocated the aboli­
tion of ma~riage, and was proclaimed by 
Mrs. Laura Cuppy Smith as the 'lledeem­
er,' while virtue and respectability were 
stir:rmatized by the same eloquent creature 
as~ the two thieves on the cross.' It was 
argued that every marrit:d couple should 
separate, and the wife was denounced as a 
crcttture worse than the street-walker. 
This woman announced that she has declared 
relentless warfare again:3t marriage, and 
has sworn to wage it 'until the last vestige 
of this remnant of s:wagery shall be 'iviped 
from the otherwise f<lir face ofpre~ent civil­
ization.' She did notstatehowshe was go­
ing to do it, or whether she had entered 
into a special contract with death to spare 
her ur1til her vow was accomplished. We 
do not for a moment imagine th'tt she hopes 
to accomplish her aim by ra::ting before an 
aEsembla.ge of fana~ics rrnd pc<Jple of loose 
principle,s. A·, well might thieves hope to 
abolish prisons by holding indignation 
meetings against them. 

"'Ibese reformers who defy God and so­
ciety assume the tune of philanthropists and 
pretend to work for the good of their entire 
species, but, after all, they sin'f-~J attempt 
to defend their own vicious pr<t:::tices by ad­
vocatinc:r a general inda1gence to them. 
Nobody;::,has the slightest objection to thif.l 
sort of people carrying out their theories in 
their own persons, and, if anybody had, it 
would make but little difference to them. 
The streets are nightly filled with wretched 
creatures who practically exemplify the ad­
vanced stage toward which Hrs. Woodhull 
and her Spiritualistic admirers would have 
the world progress ; and though the law oc­
casionally steps in to assert itg authority, 
it is quite powerless to prevPnt the ranks of 
the progressionists fr~m being continua~]y 
recruited. After havmg blasphemed relig­
ion laughed at the decencies of social life, 
scoffed at marriage, and advocated univer­
sal prostitution, this notorious woman con­
cluded by stating that it was the sublime 
mission of Spiritualism to free the human 
race from the thralldom of matrimony 
and to establish sexual emancipation. n1e1·e 
was not one word of dissent from ber listen­
ers. On the contra.ry, the filthy tlwories 
and the disgusting arguments were applaud­
ed to the echo. No woman was shocked 
and no man offended by the upholding of a 
theory that would reduce humanity to the 
level of beasts. 

"We would not dwell upon this revolting 
subject were it not for the fact that the srn­
timents so boldly uttered by l\Irs. \Y oodhull 
were fully indorsed by a large body Gf 
Spiritualists. We do not intend to enter 
upon the question of the trut~fulness or t~1e 
falsity of Spiritualism. We t:nmply take tts 
teachings as here exemplified.' ~or the past 
fifteen years. Wha~ the few timi.d hangers­
on to the skirts of this great deluewn may do 
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or believe is nothing to the point, while it js 
indubitable that the leaders give their sup­
port to the vilest and most uestructivc of 
doctrines. It matters not how many tabbs 
may have jumped about the room, how 
many ntps hve been heard upon the wall, 
how many foldeu papers may have been 
read unopened, or how many people have 
been told things that nobody but them­
selv,-:s could have known; the fact iR unde­
niable that the most disgusting theories are 
accepted by Spiritualists, and that the most 
advaH=.::.::d ~tdvoc<ttes of the 'new religion' 
receive tho vicku.s ravings of a Woodhull 
'with chccn a!Hl enthmiasm unbounded.' 
LorJ .Broui~ham, Louis :Napoleon, Bulwer, 
Lytton, awl n, score of other eminent men, 
mu,y h~ve lkcn believers in the manifesta­
tio~s, hnt their beli0f will in nowise palli­
ate the f,tct that immorality and Spiritual­
ism g0 bnd in hand. Even as we write we 
leam tha,t one of the leading female lights of 
SpiritudiB:n has just eloped with another 
woman's husband. In this case, it is evi­
dence that Spiritualism is progressing, since 
her three previous ventures she submitted to 
matrimony. There must be something 
wrong in religion that accepts a Woodhull 
as its high priestess, a.nd numbers a Cora 
L. V. Hatch Daniels Tappan among its most 
activo proselytes and propagandists." 

It is a ll1'lSt disagreeable task to note 
the follies ar:.d vices of our fellow-crea­
tures, csptc1<tl1y when thq assume a form 
to meet the ·words of the apostle in Eph. 5: 
12: "For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of them in se­
cret." We cannot record their actions, 
even in their own language; but justice to 
the truth requires that the warning should 
be gi.-en, and that those who have been 
slow to believe that our ideas of the signs 
of the times, of the fulfillment of prophecy, 
.and of the na,ture of the coming perils, 
wero correct, may be convinced by what is 
now trampiring before their eyes. 

In cur pamphlet on Spiritualism, pub­
lished it 1806, is this remark: "They may 
go some further in practiile than they have 
gone, bui; the theory of lawlessness is fully 
developed." It was also remarked that 
people do not generally riEe above the level 
of their teachings, or their aim. Lawless­
ness, or freedom from restraint, to the full­
est extent, has been taught for years by all 
the Ieading Spiritualists ; now they are 
openly avowing. the practice of what they 
have bce)n tea,ehing. 

The recent Convention of Spiritualists 
at Chics;rro has caused us to take a look at 
this &uh.f~ct, which we have for several 
years laid aside, and we must express our 
deep astonishment at their progress in eviL 

T/;,: subject, and almost the cnly subject, 
of di:~cussion in t.heir papers and at their 
convcntio'it is that of freedom from the mfl,r­
riage tie; freedom to carry out their evil 
passions without social or legal restraint. 
Only a few years ago this subject was in­
trodueed as a kind of side issue, to be tol­
er:1tcd in their meetings; and their pa­
pers expre~sed doubts of the propriety of 
mfl'eril!g it to be introduced in their con­
ventions. Now, scarcely anything else 
is talked of among them ; with. them the 
gmnd reform of the age, and that which 
is to purify society from all its present 
evils and abuses, and elevate humanity 
aboYe what it has ever yet attained unto, 
is the abolition of marriage, and of all 
laws against promi::;cuous sexual inter­
course ! The fact is startling and horri­
fying. R;~gard for decency will not per­
mit us to publish the worst of their words, 
but the factrl ought to be known, that this 
sign of the tiYJ; es may be understood and 
appreciated. We copy the following brief 
extra,cts from the Chicago Times' report of 
the Chien go Convention :-

"Mrs. Woodhull contended that the is­
sue was before them clearly. They had to 
vote whether they were in favor of free 
sexual relations, unrestricted by law, or 
whether they were in favor of tyranny." 

"Tho speech was received throughout 
with cheers from the thronged galleries, 
and the delegates in the body of the hall." 

And accordingly they adopted the Wood­
huH platform by a very large majority. 
In her lecture she said :-

" She d ofined freedom to be in general 
terms, that each and every individual has 
the right in his or her own proper person 
to make use of all his or her powers and 
capacities as he or she may elect to do." 

"What does it matter whether the child 
or any one knows who is the fl}ther? Is 
he, or is society, any the better for the 
knowledge?" 

"If it cannot be determined what will 
become of the children, that fact should 
not be held as an obstacle to freedom, if it 
be proved that freedom itself is right." 

"Relationship in the future will. be based 
upon kindredness of spirit, rather than 
upon ties of blood; while family clanship, 
like all similar cliqueisms, the remnants of 
barbarisms, will be forever banished from 
the earth.'' 

"They say I lmve come to break up the 
family. I say, Amen, to that with all my 
heart. I hope I may break up every fam­
ily in the world that exists by virtue of 
sexual slavery." 

"Mrs. Loomis, of Battle Creek, wanted 
to read a poem on ' progression.' She did 
so, and at its close announced that copies 
could be had for 25 cents each. There 
was an immediate rush to get copies. The 
poem was rather blasphemous.'' 

"Mr. B. Tod, of Michigan, also was 
moved by the spirit. His address was de7 
voted chiefly to proving that no law pre­
vented the free use of his eyes, his hands, 
and his feet ; that it was wrong altogether 
to impose any restrictions upon the use of 
his sexual organs.'' 

"Laura. Cuppy Smith ascended the plat­
form and delivered a thrilling address, in 
which she defied all the elements of society, 
religion, politics, &c." 

A delegate charged Mrs. Woodhull with 
resorting to prostitution to advance the 
cause she was advocating. To this, Mrs. 
Woodhull replied in terms which we do not 
wish to publish, that it was nobody's busi­
ness what she had done ; and she was not 
ashamed of anything she had done. 

At the meeting in Vineland, referred to 
by the Boston Globe, a Dr. _Fairfield said : 

"The Jews needed a Moses to lead them 
out of Egyptian bondage ; so we need a 
Victoria C. Woodhull to lead society from 
the bondage of the marriage relations." 

And the same speaker, professing to be 
''inspired" by the spirit of Lorenzo Dow, 
dismissed the meeting with the following 
"benediction:"-

"And now may the life and power, the 
wisdom, love, and mercy, of Victoria C. 
Woodhull save us from all our married 
curses, and bring us into individual and 
universal freedom, with love and good-will 
for all. Amen." 

These are not the utterances of a few 
ultra fanatical Spiritualists, but they are 
the words which received the assent and the 
cheers of the whole body, with compa,ra­
tively few exceptions. To prove this, Mrs. 
Woodhull contrasts the last with oth0r meet­
ings in Vineland. :Formerly, the conserv­
ative element prevailed, and they, she sn,ys, 
"were numbered by fifties;" in this were 
hailed "with yells of delight the most ex­
traordinarily radical speech ever uttered," 
and its attendants were counted "by thou­
sands." 

When l\Ioses Hull renounced the fair,h of 
the gospel for Spiritualism, having had an 
intimate acquaintance with him, I wrote to 
him, callin£ his attention to the tendencies 
of that system of error, and expressed my 
fears for the result on himself, and the pity 
I felt for Elvira, his wife, because his tem­
perament was such, his nature so impulsive 
and erratic, that he needed the restrainrs 
of Christianity to keep him from the paths 
of destruction. For this I received a letter 
from his wife which is best described by the 
term "waspish," and Moses himself com­
plained that no one had used him so ill, or 
spoken so insultingly to him as I had, 
in intimating that he would descend to such 
a depth of degradation. He shall speak 
for himself as to which of us best under­
stood the tendency of Spiritualism; and his 
O\Yn·words shall prove the necessity of the 
Christi:1n faith to nreserve the soul from 
the bondage of sir{ and corruption. IIe 
bas recently published a letter in Woodhull 
and Claflin's Weekly, in which he avows 
not only the principles, but the practice, of 
"free-lovism." His disavowal of" promis­
cuous" lewdness is of no consequence, for 
he is only yet "progreasing," and if he 
does not know the result of an utter disre­
gard of the laws of marriage, it is another 
evidence of his blindness. Who shall de­
fine the limit of evil where no restraint nor 

"It is simply none of your business what 
other people do, nor any of the business of 
society what any of its members do, unless 
they interfere with somebody eJse without 
his or her consent.'' 

duty is recognized, and where "desire," of 
whatever nature, is regarded as the true 
"religion of the soul"? 

A few sentences will give a fair idea of 
his position:-

" I lived years ' in the gall of bitterness 

and the bonds of iniquity,' especially the 
bond that saiJ : ' :F'orsaking all others I 
will cleave unto thee.' " 

Paul, ''whose glory is in their shame." 
Phil. 3: 19. 

But he is now free from those bonds, and 
the reasons he urges in justification of his 
course are sickening and sometimes blas­
phemous. For what is it but blasphemy 
to denominate the depraved lusts of the 
flesh, " the law of God written in the 
heart?" See tbe following as an in­
stance:-

"Several years have passed since the 
firat choice between the law of God and the 
law of man, and I have never regretted the 
step, but have continued to repeat the of­
fentJe against man-made institutions when­
ever God's law in me commanded." 

Of his home relations, he says:-
" My wife, so far as I am concerned, has 

had the same privileges I had taken. 
Whether she used them or not is not for 
me to say." 

But his wife is not willing that he and 
the public should remain ignorant on this 
point. In a letter on the subject, dated 
Aug. 20, 1873, published in WoodAull &f 
Claflin's TVeekly, she says:-

''1 am a firm believer in the doctrine, 
and my friends who know me best will say 
t~1at ,~will not preach what I dare not prac­
tice. 

We do no injustice to the parties in pub­
lishing these extracts. They have given 
them to the world over their own signatures. 
Nor do we take any pleasure in recording 
them. We deplore the fact that men are 
departing from the faith, "giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils." 
But it is a fact, and while the prophecy is 
so plainly being fulfilled it is our duty to 
note it. 

Mr. Hull also does an act of justice 
which is worthy of notice. The Banne1· of 
Light, which said of Dr. Child's book that 
it was "born of spiritualism," and that 
" through sacrifice and sin it shows the 
open gate of Heaven for every human be­
irJg," now denounces Mr. Hull for avow­
£ng his practice. But it should be remem­
bered that Dr Child's book said that" all 
sin is for spiritual good," and that "no 
matter what the desire i11, whether it be 
called good or bad, it is the natural God­
given religion of the Roul." This the Ban­
ner commended, as also it did Mr. Hull's 
work on " Love and Marriage," which ad­
vocated the same ideas in theory. The 
Banner. without the least regard to consist­
ency of statement or of fact, says of l\fr. 
Hull's avowal:-

" If such ideas are an integral part of 
the church to which he some time since be­
longed, he had better go back to it again. 
Spiritualism has no affinity with such gross-
nesR. " 

To which Mr. HuH replies:-
'"Why does Luther make a dash at the 

church of which we were once a member? 
More than ten years since, we renounced 
that for Spiritualism, where 'lCe found Just 
what we preach, ~t!rite, and practice." 

In view of the general teachings of Spirit­
ualist authors and speakers for several years 
past, and of the well-known practices of 
some of the most celebrated mediums and 
lecturers, their condemnation of Mr. Hull 
would seem beyond explanation. But he 
gives a reason, as follows :-

"The result was that every spiritual soci­
ety with whom I had a contract, broke its 
eDgagement. In every instance where the 
reason was assigned, it was not my course 
of life, but its publication. I was very 
thankful to learn by bitter experience the 
expense of being honest. I have more than 
two score of letters on file now, indorsing 
my course, yet condemning its publication. 
Hundreds have said: ' This is right for 
you, and it is right for me, but it is not 
right for the world.' . . . My crime 
was, not that I urged others to believe and 
practice as I did, but that I published my 
experience." 

~1hat Mr. Hull does not misjudge the 
body of Spiritualists is fairly proved by the 
action of the Chicago Convention, which 
elected Mrs. Woodhull president, indorsing 
her full avowal of the same doctrine both 
in theory and practice. The last State 
Convention of Michigan indorsed Mrs. 
Woodhull and her doctrines; also a large 
convention in New Jersey before men­
tioned. 

Again, Mrs. Woodhull and her followers 
talk long and loud of the tyranny of the mar­
riage tie, and they clamor for "freedom" and 
"social rights" with as much boldness as 
if right was on their side. They have no 
higher idea of freedom than that of fol­
lowing their own inclinations without lt>gal 
or social restraint. They make no distinc­
tion between liberty and licentiousness. 
They are not only fitly characterized, but, 
we believe, directly referred to, by the apos­
tle Peter in his letter which speak-. so much 
of the last days and of the coming of Christ: 

"For when they speak great swelling 
words of vanity, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those that were clean esmtped from them 
who live in error. While the.1J promise 
them liberty, they themselves are the servants 
of corruption." 2 Pet. 2: 18, 19. 

It is enough to make the stoutest heart 
tremble to think how the flood-gates of cor­
ruption are opened upon the earth. And 
the churches, boasting of their progress and 
their conquests, preaching that the world 
is becoming better and purer, substituting 
form for power, "eating and drinking with 
the drunken ll in "socials I> and " church 
festivals," instead of hungering and thirst­
ing after righteousness, are blind to " the 
signs of the times," and fail to give any 
warning of Satan's power and working. 
And they who " know these things and are 
established in the present truth" (~ Pet. 1 : 
1~), too often" hold the truth in unright­
eousness" by reason of thtir lukewarmness, 
and thus the whole world seems drifting to 
destruction. Oh ! that believers in the fi­
nal message could and would realize the 
world's danger and their own responsibility, 
and "sound the alarm," that the inhabit­
ants of the land might tremble and be led 
to seek a full preparation " to stand before 
the Son of man." 

J. H. WAGGONER. 

Trinm}Jh. 

H. C. CARPENTER, D. D., thus beauti­
fully discourses on this subject: '·'A tri­
umphant spirit is as much the cause as the 
consequence of victory. Faith is but the 
valor of eternal truth. We need more of 
the exultant shout of assured victory. See 
yonder banner streaming in the smoke of . 
conflict. It swoops, it reels, it disappears. 
A rally cry goes up above the storm of 
battle, the flag is rescued and victory won. 

" Take up the flag of salvation, soldiers 
of a better King, and bear it forward in 
triumph. Let it never trail in the dust. 
Were you to know that the morrow woulJ 
find y;u in the skies, would you not begin 
the prelude to your song of triumph? In­
stead of tagging aft&r the world and offer­
ing every paltry compromise, the church 
should tune herself to the minstrelsy of 
Heaven, and sing the world to the cross of 
Christ. Oh, the weary toil of the poor, 
weak church-how pitiful it is ! Let her 
walk to her full joy and triumph! Let her 
march forward in her strength ! They may 
cry, Do not hoist your banner so high; bu~ 
the higher the better. Lift it, tHl the 
dying wretch lying prone in the dust shall 
be cheered by its beckoning folds. Lift it, 
till the last outcast hovering in the haunts 
of shame shall see it. Flaunt it in the 
teeth of vain philosophies, dart it at the 
great adversaries, let it be the ever· present 
talisman waving its perpetual promise of 
victory. Let the streamer feel the air, for 
Christ is coming. Hark! do you not heor 
the distant rumbling of the wheels of his 
mighty chariot as he comes conquering 
and to conquer? Do you not catch the 
music of God's great orchestra, as creation 
itself is attuning for the grand chorus to 
the King of kings and Lord of lords? Lo ! 
He comes ! Are you waiting for him ~ 
-Golden Censer. 

WE are often more ashamed than grieved 
and humbled for our sins. Our o.wn con­
sciousness of them does not pain us nearly f30 

much as it would to have them known tooth­
ers; see, therefore, whether what you call 
your penitence is not more pride than any­
thing else.-Thomas Adam. 

A few words of Scripture application 
must close our remarks. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hull, and numerous others quoted by him, 
rejoice in the stand they have taken, and 
assume all the resignation of veritable mar­
tyrs when they are blamed. They are the 
exact counterpart of those described by 

WHEN a man thinks that nobody cares 
for him and that he is alone in a cold and 
selfish world, he would do well to ask him­
self what he has done to make any body care 
for and love him, and to warm the world 
with faith and generosity. Generally those 
who complain the most have done the least. 
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"Sanctify them through 'l'hy truth; 'l'hy word Is truth." 

BATTLE CREEK, l\IICH., THIRD-DAY, Nov. 18, 1873. 

ELD. JAMES WIIITE, 

" J. N. ANDllEWS, } EDITORS. 

== 
Review aml Herald Trial Yolnme. 

IT is g-enerally admittctl that the surest and 
best way to favorably imprvss our friends, and in­
terest them in those Bibh: truths which Seventh­
day Adventists hold very dear, is to let them 
have the weekly vi~its of the Raicw and Her­

ald. Seon•s haw embraced the present truth 
from rc~<din;c; the Review sent to them by their 
fricml~, :n;tl hundreds of others who have read 
it six months or a year arc favorably impressed, 
and their minds, by this means, arc fully prepared 
to hear lectures without prejudice. .And many 
of those will certainly yield to the evidence of 
truth when it shall be set before them, and they 
will commit thcm:clvcs on the Lord's side. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Publishing .Associ­
tion now offers a trial volume of the Review, of 
twenty-~ix numbers for the small sum of fifty 
cents, to all those who wish to order it for their 
friends, the volume to commence with number 
one of volume forty-two, to be i:osued December 
16, 187J. Plans arc being laid which will be 
successfully prosecuted to make this trial volume 
of great value. 

We hope to be able to give in each of the first 
fifteen or twenty numbers of this volume the 
subject matter of one of the series of tracts we arc 
preparing to be translated into other languages. 
These tracts will cover most of the ground of the 
reasons of our faith and hope, and will be impor­
tant matter for thG trial volume. W c also design 
to resume our articles on ·white Robes, or the 
plan of i<alvation through Jesus Christ, from Par­
adise lost io Parrrdise restored. This is a broad 
and fruitful theme, and we expect to bring out 
matter of lively interest upon the subject. l\Irs. 
W. will probably give articles from her new writ­
ings, of greater interest than has before appeared 
in print. 

And now: in studying out a plan that will call 
out rich nutter from our book-makers, and from 
othcn;, we hit upon the idea of suggesting to cer­
tain brethren the subjects upon which we wish 
them to furnish articles, if possible, one for each 
number of the trial volume. 

And then there arc many other good writers 
for whom we luwc no particular subjects to suggest, 
who arc hncby invited and urged to help enrich 
the columns of the Review with spirited, clear, 
brief art ides upon themes of their choice

1 
proper 

fin· this volume. 
Now: he it undcrstoo~ that the foregoing are 

only suggestions. _\.nd if the writers have fiug­

gcstion,; relative to dmugc of subjects, they will 
address us in scasotl to make necessary arrange­
ments so they can he ready with their artide for 
the first number of the trial volume. Some of 
the writers namecl may urge that they have not 
time to prepare a series of articles. This might 
be difficult if all should feel that they must pre­
sent new thoughts on the different subjects that 
have ncYer app2arcd in print. But this cannot 
be cxpcctctl. The writers should feel at liberty 
to draw >ery largely upon their printed writings. 

The people must have the reasons of our faith 
in such portions as they would be most likely to 
read as they welcome the weekly visits of the Rc­
riczc. ~Iany would not read a book half throucrh 
who woulJ read articles with interest in a weekly 
paper. 

certain length for the sake of making his articles 
about so long. Neither should he feel cramped 
for room in presenting a line of thought that de­
mands room. In all articles, whatever may be 
their length, writers should fully and clearly ex­
press the important thoughts closely connected 
with, and important to, the subject in the best 
manner possible, and in rts few words as possible, 
and then quit. 

W c do not design to exclude reports of the 
progress of the cause from the trial volume; but 
they must be brief, and free from all that twaddle 
about local and personal items, of no sort of inter­
est to nine hundred aml ninety-nine readers in 
one thousand, excepting the writers. Bro. T. J. 
Butler gave a glorious report of his labors, as fol­
lows:-

:' SOGTII )liSSOURI. 

"The South :Missouri tent has held, thus far, 
three series of meetings the present season-one 
at :Milford, one at Clintonville, and one at :Monte­
vallo, having just closed at the last place. Sev­
enty have embraced the truth at these places, 
while a goodly number more are keeping the Sab­
bath. Our next meeting is at N evacla City, V er-
non Co., Missouri. T. J. BlJTLER." 

This is all right, provi<led that, during the tent 
season, reports of about this length be given 
showing progress every two or three weeks. \V e 
want more reports, brief, and to the point. But 
unless they are free from wordy talk about mat­
ters of no general interest, they will not be pub­
lished. 

And now let every branch of the great Tract 
and ~Iissionary Society do all they can to obtain 
trial subscribers for the next volume of the Review. 
If funds are short, open subscription papers at 
once. 

And this is just the time for individuals to do 
their best. "\V e have a new fast press, in addition 
to the old one put in good repair, and arc ready to 
receive 50,000 trial subscribers. 

"\V e do not advise sending the Reriew to 
doubtful cases. And, as far as convenient, it 
would be better to notify persons to whom you 
send the Rcricw. Ba in season! Go to work 
immediatdy ! Drop a line to each of a score of 
friends, stating that you will order the Ren'ew 
for tht~m. And when they have received the 
first number, ifthcy do not want it., request them 
to notify you ~y letter. In all cases where the 
Ren'cw is refused, you can order it changed to 
other frienJt> without mlclitional pay. 

In earnest, J A.~IES IV IIITE. 
Addrese, Santa Rosa, Sonoma Co., Cal. 

The General Confere&cF. 

WE are able to speak only of the opening of 
our Conference in this number of the HEVIEW. 
But of this we speak with great pleasure, for nev­
er has a Conference opened with greater indica­
tions of God's mercy than has the present one. 
Owing to the shortness of the notice, the num­
ber of delegates and brethren from a distance 
that were present at the commencement, on 
sixth-day last, was much less than usual. But 
it was evident that the Spirit of God in an unus­
ual measure was present to bless and to guide 
the meeting. 

W c 11·i-;h to hear from all who usually write DJr 
the Rcr ieu;, rrnJ from others, without delay. 'V c 
must know ·what to expect relative to the main 
reading m~ttcr of the next volume of the Review. 
It can lx\ and should he, calculated three or six 
months in advance, especially should this be the 
case in a trial volume that we hope to get before 
thousands of new readers. 

Sixth-day forenoon was occupied in the or­
ganization of the Conferenc~, and in the ap­
pointment of the several committees. We were 
all glad to greet Bro. and sister White, who ar­
rived from Colorado on second-day last. The 
remarks of Ern. White and Butler in the 
opening session of the Conference were especial­
ly appropriate and timely. In the afterncon, 
Bro. White gave the opening address to the Con­
ference, making Rev. 10 the basis of his re­
marks, as being a prophetic representation of 
the Advent movement. He set forth the prog­
ress of the work, its present circumstances, and 
its demands upon us for the future. He was 
followed by some very excellent remarks from 
sister White. 

The Review never can be edited as it should be 
in a hand-to-mouth manner. It is a paper of vast 
importance, and plans must be made reaching in­
to the future, in order that it may be "·hat it can 
be, and what it must be. 

W c call for good, sound, logical article;;. But 
it may not be best always to seek for a precise 
hook style, if such style make the articles lengthy 
a'ld tedious, and detract from the spirit and in­
t€rest of the composition. 

And if all write who should write for the trial 
volume, the articles generally must be brief. No 
writer should spin his thoughts out on paper to a 

In the evoning, at the commencement of the 
Sabbath, Bro. Butler preached from James 4: 6, 
giving a practical discourse of great interest and 
profit. He showed the honorable and sacred 
character of the work of true repentance, and of 
self-abasement, confession of sin. The Spirit of 
God specially attended his words. God has 
greatly blessed Ern. Butler and Haskell in 
their faithful performance of the arduous labors 
which have devolved upon them as members of 
the General Conference Committee. These re­
sponsibilities have fallen very heavily upon Bro. 
Butler as the President of the General Confer-

ence, and he has faithfully discharged them in 
the fear of. God. We have had in Ern. But­
ler, Haskell, and Lindsay, an efficient and faith­
ful committee, and they are e;ttitled to the grat­
itude of those they have so well served. 

After the close of his remarks, others followed 
in words of exhortation. Elder J. V. Himes, 
who had called on us on his way to an appoint­
ment, made a few remafks expressive of his inter­
est in -:.he doctrine of Christ's near advent,.and of 
his approval of the practical truths to which he 
bad listened. We differ with Elder Himes in 
the several important particulars wherein we are 
not in agreement with other Adventists. But 
we can never cease to feel a debt of gratitude to 
him for his efficient labor in connection with 
l\Ir. Miller, in the great Advent movement of 
18-!3-4, which he performed in the face of the 
bitterest opposition. 

Sabbath morning, we met at!) o'clock for social 
worship. But Bro. White was led out to speak at 
length words of exhortation, instruction, encour­
agement, and admonition. The Spirit of God 
sspecially attended them to all preent. At 
10.30, sister White spoke on the temptation of 
Christ. The discourse was full of instruction, 
and of the deepest interest. In the afternoon, 
Bro. White preached on the unity of the people 
of God, the perpetuity of gpiritual gifcs, and the 
sacred nature of our work. All hearts were 
deeply touched. Then followed an hour of tes­
timonies, in which the Spirit of God rested down 
in a very special manner. The remarks of Bro. 
Uriah Smith cheered all hearts. 

In the evening, Bro. Butler read an essay, a 
portion of which appears in this number of the 
REVIEW, setting forth the fact that in every 
important work which God has committed to 
his people to perform, he has raised up and 
qmlified men to lead in the accomplishment of 
the same, and showing the duty of the church 
to strengthen the hands of those upon whom 
such responsibilities are laid. There was perfect 
unanimity of opinion and of feeling in the dis­
cussion of this subject. Our meeting thus far 
has been given almost wholly to religious serv­
ices, and they have been of a deeply interest­
ing character. At the time of this writing (first 
day morning), the delegate from the S. D. Bap­
tists has not arrived. We trust he will arrive 
before the close of our C·)nference. 

J, N. A. 

The Outlook. 

OTHERS have spoken in this paper of the 
cheering and encouraging opening of the present 
session of the General Conference. Strong con­
fidence prevails that the Lord will work signally 
for his people at this time. He has already 
commeneed. Light is being elicited, of which 
we have long stood in need. A basis will be 
found for strong and permanent union among all 
lovers of the cause of truth. The time has fully 
come for the people of God to take their stand 
like a well-discipiined army, the ranks all closed 
up, ancl all alienation of attitude or feeling ban­

·ished from their counsels. 
By the evident workings of the providence of 

God, and much to the joy of our hearts, Bro. 
and sister White are present with words of 
counsel and good cheer. The Lord is leading 
out the mind of Bro. W. in reference to the 
great work before us; and we believe that those 
who should Especially stand by tim, as well as 
believers everywhere, will be r€ady to second 
his efforts as they have not been seconded in the 
past. Those who have made failures are deter­
mined to retrieve them. The time that has been 
lost shall be redeemed. 

Leadership. 

THERE never was any great movement in this 
world without a leader; and in the nature of 
things it is impossible tbat there shouid be. As 
nature beE tows upon men a variety of gifts, it fol­
lows that some have clearer views of what best 
advances the interests of any cause than others. 
And the best good of all interested in any given 
object will be attained by intelligently ftJllowing 
the counsels of those best qualified to guide. 
There never could b·3 real union of counsel and 
action withou~ the judgment of some person was 
rel/;~rded of. 1mportanca and especial weight. 
Whtle the mmds of men are so various and con­
tradictory, and while the counsels of some would 
lead to destruction, success will be apt to attcnJ. 
that movement which closely follows the sug­
gestions of those whom experience teaeheH 
give intelligent and judicious advice. 

A true leader represents and embodies the 
views and will of those who follow his counsels. 
His success is their success. The difference 
between the true leader and the tyrant is this: 
While the latter exercises influence and author­
ity to gratify his own wishes or capricf', the 
former labors for the good of those he represents, 
and to carry into effect their wish8s. 

Never can much be accomplished in any 
movement until those interested become settled 
in their minds that the one of their choice is 
wo~thy ~f their cu~fidence and support. Con­
f~sion Will mar~ then c~unsels, and their strength 
will be wasted m labormg to no purpose or in 
opposite directions. Eilieiency is the rc~ult of 
wise leadership. All therefore who are interested 
in the success of any cause are interested in the 
success of the ones they have chosen to lead out. 
They represent the united interests of all. Ani 
in ~upporting ttem they are really supporting 
their own cause. 

An intelligent support of leaders is best oo­
iained when confidence is founded on past faith­
ful~ess, an.d sufficient e,vidence of fitness, or by 
reliable evidence of Gods special selection. And 
when all these are combined, the evidence in the 
case is overwhelming. When plans are laid, 
somebody must lay them, and carry them into 
effect; and it is self-evident to ail that those 
should do this who give most evidence of fitness. 
And the success of all interested will be most 
likely obtained by a caret'ul attention to the 
counsel of such. 

It is fully believed that the factfl of history 
and the declarations of God's word show the 
truthfulness of the above principles. The Bible 
authorizes the existence of human governments. 
And what are governments but an application of 
these principles among mankind? What would 
an army be without a leader? What would a 
government be if all concerned in its administra­
tion were of equal authority. What would it ac­
complish if all were ca~tains, equal in authority; 
The whole economy ot God, as broucrht to view 
in the Bible and in the universe rec~rrnizes this 
principle. There is not a single bimportar>t 
movement spoken of in Scripture Lut that some 
person was chosen in it, to lead out. Noah 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, JepLhab, Samson, 
Gideon, Deborah, D:1vid, the different kings 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and many others in the Olcl 
Testarr,ent might be mentioned, while John 
the Baptist and Christ's apostles furnish exam­
ples in the ~ew. And in every great religious 
movement smce their time God's providence 
has plainly shown the fact 'or his selection of 
proper instruments to accomplish his work. We 
are free to grant that these have been weak fal­
lible men, with human infirmities. But this'mrct­
ters not so long as we have plain evidence that 
God chooses to work by such 111eans. 

The foundation has been well laid, and now 
the building must go up. The time has c:Jme 
.for an onward movement, and there must be an 
advance along the whole line. So our ieaders 
feel and talk, and so our hearts respond. And 
when we all find our position, and understand 
and do our duty, and purses which have long 
been empt,y and collapsed shall be fillet! with 
the gold which the True Witness counsels us to 
buy of him, and with love as the ruling motive, 
and with joined hands and united heart.~, .all 
take bold to push on the great work, it will go 
forward as surely as Israel went through the 
divided waters of the sea. Be that day not far 

. An obje.ction may be raised here that the spir­
It ~n~ gemus of the New Testament are against 
this 1dea because our Saviour says, "liut be ve 
not .called Rabbi, for one is your Master, ev~n 
Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
your fathtr upon the earth: for one is your 
Father which is in Heaven. Neither be ye 
called masters; for one is your Master even 
Christ. But he that is greatest among yo~ shall 
be your servant; and whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased, and he that shall humble himself 
shall be exalted;" Matt. 23:8-12 · and because 
it is repeatedly ~tated that Christ

1
is the "head 

of the church." We are as ready to ~rant the 
ful~ force of these statements as any. But such 
a v1ew of them should Le taken as will harmo­
nize ~ith other scriptures and with Christ's own 
appomtment. 

~here is a plain rebuke here to man worship, 
and seeking for ourselves hor:ors and titles of 
men' which is so natural to the human "heart. 
l\Ian is nothing, only as God honors him.· And 
the one he honors is the one who will labor most. 
and sacrifice most, in his cause. It is not 
for us to seek place and position for our own 
a~grandizement. This we are forbidden to do. 
Christ is the head of all his ]Jeople. His life 
m~st be our .example. His Spirit must. be our 
gmde. He IS the one we must follow. No man 
must pretend to take his place, or take honors to 
himself which belong to Christ. 

But does it follow frc'm this that there is no au­
thority in the Christian church? that all are ex­
actly upon a level so far as position is concerned? 
Has Christ forbidden the church to assign to 
tho~e best qualified to guide and direct any office 
of authority or influence? J .. et his word decide 
this point.. " And when it was day, he called 
unto him his diEciples; and of them he chose 

distant. "C RIAH S)UTH. 

LIKE the gush of morning light, truth must 
go forward. 

THE more .we help others to bear their bur­
dens the lighter our own will be. 
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twelve, whom also he called apostles." Luke 6:13. 
When he sent thorn out, he gave them especial 
instructions and authority. As he closed his 
charge to them, he said, "He that receiveth you 
receivcth me; and he that receivetl1 me, receiv­
eth Him that sent me." Matt. 10:40. 

The word apostle signifies "one sent with 
commands or a message.''-Grccnfield. In the 
ministry of Christ, he saw fit to choose just 
twelve. llut th~ office was not confined to just 
those persons origin:1.lly chosen, for upou the 
aposta&y of Judas, Matthias was set apart to fill 
the vacancy. "Ana. t hfl lot fell upon Matthias; 
and he was numbered w:th the eleven apostles." 
Acts 1 : 2G. :Neither was the office confined to 
just twelve, for Paul and Barnabas are expressly 
called apostles. They were first solemnly set 
apart to the work for which God had called 
them. Acts 1:3: 2. And as they went forward 
in this work, the inspired r·~cord says, " Which, 
when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, 
they rent their clothes and ran in among the 
people," &c. Acts H : 14. Paul is many times 
called an apostle. Christ himself is also called 
an apostle. " Consider the apostle and high 
priest of our profession, Christ Jesus. Heb. 3: 
1. And in the original, others are called so. 
"Yet I supposed it necessary to send unto you 
Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in 
labor, and fellow-soldier, but your messenger." 
Phil. 2 : 25. The word messenger in the orig­
inal is "apnstolos,'' the very word from which 
apostle is translated. Paul therefore called him 
an apostle. When Titus and the "brother 
whose praise was ia all the churches," and oth­
ers, were sent to Corinth to attend to things 
there, Paul speaks of them as follows : " Wheth­
er any do inquire of Titu~, he is my partner and 
fellow-helper concerning you; or our brethren 
be inquired of, they are the messengers of the 
churches, and the glory of Christ." 2 Cor. 8: 
23. Read connection. In the Greek, the word 
messenger is the one from which the word apos­
tle is alwavs translated. 

From these plain facts, it will re<tdily be seen 
there is no warrant for confining this office to 
just those twelve persons originally chosen. As 
the term signifies "one sent with a message," it 
seems properly to refer to those specially raised 
up, and sent out by the providence or Spirit of 
God, to act a leading part in his work. It is 
evidently t1le highest office in the church, for 
in Paul's enumeration of .the gift!'!, he says, 
"And God hath set some m the church, first 
apostles, S('condarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healin()'s, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues."b 1 Cor: 
12: 28. When he says, ':first apostles," he 
must refer to authority or position. Neither is 
there any intimation that these were designed 
to continue but a brief period. On the contra­
ry, the connection plainly intimates they were 
designed to continue with the church. And in 
Eph. 4: 11, Paul express~y states that apostles, 
prophets, pastore, evangelists, and teachers, were 
placed in the church for one and the same ob­
ject, to continue the same length of time. 

While we are therefore Willing to freely ad­
mit that Christ is "head of the church," we 
must also conelude that some men are placed 
higher in authority in the church than others. 
T~er~ seems to have be~n a special precedence 
existing even among the apostles themselves. 
Peter, James. al.'d John, were often the special 
companions of the Saviour himself, and shared 
most in his special counselil. And Paul, who 
reckoned himself not a whit behind the chiefest 
apostles, did, on a certain occasion, think it best 
to lay matters before these principal men. 
'

1 Then fourt~en years after I went up again to 
,Jerusalem With Bf,rnahas, and took Titus with 
me. And I went up by revelation, and com· 
municated unto them that go3pel which I preach 
among the Gent,iles, but privately to them which 
were of rPputatiun, lest by any means I should 
run, or had run in vain. . . . They who 
seemed to blJ somewhat, in conferenc3 added 
nothing t'l rue. But when they saw that the 
gospel of t,he uncircumcision was committe!] un­
to me as thn gr1spel of the circumcision was un­
to Peter; (for he. that wrought e:ffectu11ly in Pe· 
ter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the 
same was mi~hty tn me toward the Gentiles;) 
and when James, Cephas: and John, who seemed 
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was giv­
en unto rue, they gave to me and Barnabas the 
right haud:3 of fellowship; that we should go 
unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcis­
ion." GaL 2: 1-9. 

Some interesting fJcts are here stated bear­
ing on this question. Paul, though a special 
instrument r:-iscd up by miracle, thought it ad­
visable to consult with these highest in author­
ity among the circumcision, lest he had" run in 
vain." But th&se "pillars" in the church led 
by the Ramc Spirit which led Paul, perc~iv·ed 
that G0d, in his providence, had specially ap 
pointed and qualified him for his work among 
the Gentiles. God had given Peter a special 
position in the work among the Jews. He had 
all he could do there. So he raised up Paul 
for a not her special pJsition. Here was no con­
flict. E<~ch was to work in his special sphere. 
But some were higher in position than others, 
and that by God's appointment. God carries 
on his work upnn the same general principles 
in all ages. .'\.nd we have every reason to be­
lieve thc1t he has raised up special instruments 
all the way down to the present time to carry 
on hi::~ work. Luther, Wesley, William Miller, 

and others, we believe were such. Yet Christ 
is head of his people at the same time. He 
works through these agents, and leads them to 
exert a strong influence upon others; and thus 
far more is accomplished for man's salvation than 
could be were none especially led by him. 

But if there are those who still think no man 
is ever authorized to exert any authority in the 
Christian church, and that all stand upon a 
level, let them carefully consiler the following 
scriptures: "Obey them that have the 1·ztle over 
you, and submit yourselvell: fur they watch for 
your souls, as they that mu~t give account, that 
they ma-y do it with j,Jy, and not with grief: 
for that is unproqtable for you." He b. 13: 17. 
The word in the Greek rendered, rule, Green­
field defines to mean, to •' lead the way, to be 
over: i. e., have authority over, be leader, chief; 
to preside, govern, rule." Obedience is to be 
rendered to such, and submission. "Let the el­
ders that rule well, be counted worthy of double 
honor," &c. 1 Tim. 5: 17. Here the word ren­
dered, rule, l\Ir. Greenfield says means, to set 
over, to appoint with authority. In giving di­
rections to Timothy and Titus, two gospel min­
isters, the apostle Paul defines their duty as fol­
lows: "Them that sin rebuke before all, that 
others may fear." 1 Tim. 5 : 20. " I charge 
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, ... preach the word; be instant in sea­
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsu:ffering and doctrine." 2 Tim. 4: 1, 2. 
"Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may 
be sound in the faith." "These things speak, 
and exhort, and rebuke with ail authority. Let 
no man despise thee." Titus 1 : 13, and 2 : 15. 
These scriptures are sufficient to show that there 
is authority placed upon some in the Christian 
church, if human language can show anything. 
Those who object to this must object to the Bi­
ble, for these passages are quoted from that 
book. This authority is not contrary to the 
leadership of Christ, but by his direct appoint­
ment, and can only be exercised by those who 
arc appointed by his direction, and who live in 
harmony with his Spirit. When they cease to 
do this, none are under obligation to obey them. 

While it is thus seen necessary, and in ac­
cordance with Christ's appointment, that cer­
tain ones should exercise authority and influence 
in the church in ordinary times, there are occa­
sions when God evidently designs to accomplish 
a special work, and to this end raises up special 
agencies to carry out his design. The natural 
tendency of humanity is downward, and during 
the six thousand years of man's history while 
the great controversy with sin has been going 
on, there have been different epochs in which 
God has seen fit to make a special manifesta­
tion of his power fur the purpose of causing his 
truth to take more effect upon the hearts of 
men. These epochs have been after long pe­
riods of backsliding and settling down in the 
public mind, until some of the great ptinci­
ples of God's government were lost sight of. 
Then the Lord raised up agencies and pre­
pared them to go forth and give the message to 
the people which was necessary that his truth 
perish not from the earth. The preaching of 
Noah, the leading out of Israel by l\Ioses, the 
work of Elijah, and several of the prophets, 
the preparing of the way by John the Baptist., 
the work of the apostles, and other reform 
movements since the Dark Ages, arc illustra­
tions of these special movements of God. These 
come in the time of religious declension, and 
are always unpopular. Through them the loy­
alty of man to his Creator is tested. He shows 
by his conduct whether be loves the down-trod· 
den truth of God most, or the approbation of the 
world. • 

'l'he responsibility of leading out in such a 
work is great, not to say fearful. Nothing 
short of special instructicm by the Spirit of 
God can qualify feeble man to do it. When 
God calls a person to this position, and the one 
called worki with his counsel; it is no small 
thing to hinder him in his work. Doing so 
really works against God, who has made him 
his agent. We must acknowledge this to be 
true, or deny that God ever does work by special 
agencies. In carrying forward such move­
ments, perfect union among those in leading posi­
tions is most important to success. Without it, 
sucess is next to impossible. Satan and all his 
allie3 will do t'beir utmost to hinder God's spe­
cial work, and in no way can be work more suc­
cessfully than by hindering and discouraging those 
who have a leading part to act. These being 
weak and fallible men, are exposed to his tempt­
tutions, and only can overcome them by walking 
in the counsel of God. When they fully do 
this, God's arm will suppor~ them, and those 
not willing to receive their testimony, or, stand­
in the way of their work, will certainly bring 
upon themselves the frown of God. 

One illustration from the Bible will suffice. 
The case of Mo:;_:es is in point, because we have 
a particular account of his trials and life, and 
because the apostle Paul tells us the conduct 
of Israel toward him is an ensample or type of 
those upon whom the ends of the world come. 
He was specially prepared for his ministry by 
his experience in exile until he had learned 
humility and how to walk with God. In every 
instance when that people murmured against 
him (and they were many), it was counted as 
murmuring against God. Why? Simply be­
cause God had chosen him and instructed him. 
He chose to lead his mind, and talked with 

him. They had evidence of this, and yet in 
every trial they complained of Mose!.!:A I think 
there is not a single instance on Find where 
the people complained directly of~' but only 
of his servant. 
. This principle is seen to be the same in all ages 
when we admit that God has chosen to raise up 
any special agent to accomplish his work. Even 
wicked Saul, when placed in his position by the 
providence of God, David dared not to harm. 
The l~ord had placed him there. David had 
nil right to injure him, though the prophet 
Samuel had anointed David himself to be king. 
The meekness and respect of David toward wicked 
Saul, because of his position, is not only one of 
the most beautiful traits of his character, but 
clearly shows our duty to respect God's appoint­
ments. 

I now propose to come to our own cause, and 
apply these principles. We believe we have 
the truth of God fur the last days-a special 
message of warning to the worltl, containing t,he 
most fearful threatening in the Bible, and the 
principles upon which a grand reform is based, 
preparatory to Christ's coming. God's down­
trodden Sabbath and law must be vindicated by 
his people, and their majesty proclaimed. The 
great issue in the closing work turns upon these. 
The great apostasy which ruled for 1260 years 
has buried them in the dust. A partial re­
form in Christendom has not given them their 
proper position. The final struggle between 
God and Satan turns upon these. Is not the 
issue broad enough? important enough'? It 
comes at the close of six thousand years of wick­
edness, and ,here the great controversy closes, 
with the destruction of all wickedness, and the 
eternal salvation of the righteous. Never in 
the history of the world was there a movement 
more important than this. It is clearly fore­
told in prophecy in many places. It is impossi­
ble for us to overestimate the greatness of' it. It is 
the grand point ofinterestin all revelation. The 
coming of Chri~t, the destruction of the wicked, 
the salvation of the righteous, the purification of 
the earth, who can sense the magnitude of these 
issues ? We profess to be giving a special warn­
ing concerning these things. And has not God 
raised up and qualified any agencies to lead out 
in this work? Has no person or persons any 
special responsibilities laid upon them in such 
a time as this? When we reach the closing 
message of probation, the greatest of all move­
ments, has he placed everybody upon a level so 
far as responsibility or authority is concerned, 
and that right against his uniform course for 
six thousand years? Has God changed? or 
learned better by experience? I leave others 
to answer. GEo. I. BuTLER. 

Essentials and Non-Essentials. 

WE believe that all of God's requirements are 
essential; and that men have no right to sit in 
judgment on the doctrines and duties of revela­
tion, classifying them as essentials and non-Essen­
tials. Who shall say that some of the doctrines 
and duties taught in tbe Bible are essential to be 
believed and observed, and that some are of no 
particular importance ? Is it not to the honor 
of God to say that all he has revealed in his 
word is important to be believed and obeyed? 
And do we not dishonor God by calling any­
thing he has revealed and required non-essen­
<,ial? Yet men professing godliness talk of the 
es,entials and non-eEsentials of their religion. 
If indeed they have doctrines in their creed not 
taught in the Scriptures, they are worse than 
non-essential ; but to characterize anything 
which is taught in the Scriptures as non-essen­
tial is impious. When God speaks, it is not for 
man to decide that what he says is of no special 
importance. 

'fo elucidate the subject we quote the follow­
ing item of news:-

"American missionary societies are almost in 
exclusive possession of the opening field in J a­
pan. In Yokohama, the Reformed, the Baptists, 
the Presbj terians, and the Woman's Missionary 
Union, are established, and now the Methodists 
have joined them with one mi~sionary, who has 
just entered on his work. Sectarian lines, how­
ever, are very wisely ignored, and the native 
Christian church in that city, comprising fifty 
members, bas confined its creed to the essentials 
of the Christian faith. The same policy is 
adopted also in other places which are open to 
missionaries. 'fhe number of American work­
ers in Yokohama is nineteen." 

Now if sectarian lines are "very wisely ig­
nored" in a foreign missionary field, would it, not 
be equally wise to adopt "the same policy" at 
home and everywhere. If there is no essential 
difference between these different sects, why not 
discard entirely these non-es3entials that divide 
them, and not only ignore, but break down and 
utterly destroy ·these sectarian lines? But if 
plainly revealed truth and duty separates any 
one of these sects from another, what right have 
they to compromise the truth of God by ac­
knowledging error to be equally good? 

We think it would be well for every Christian 
church to " confine its creed to the essentialB of 
the Christian faith." But when these sects 
speak of the essentials of their faith, it is im­
plied that there are also non-essentials among 
them. What are the non-essentials? Evident· 
ly 'hey are those doctrines and duties which di­
vide them. All that they are agreed in is essen-

tial; and all that they are not agreed in is non· 
essential. This is the only rule, we think, by 
which they can agree in a decision. For ex­
ample: they differ in regard to baptism. There· 
fore baptism is a non-essential. The Lord says, 
" Repent and be baptized every one of you!' 
But this jury of sects, instead of deciding ac­
cording to law, become judges of the law, mak­
ing a part of it non-essential. Accordingly it 
is decided that baptism is a non-essential; and 
you may practice immersion, pouring, or sprink­
ling, or no baptism at all. Suppose them to b~ 
divided on the subject of Sabbath observance, 
some holding to the original Sabbath, some to a 
change of the day, and some to no Sabbath ~t 
all. Of cour~e it is decided that the Sabbath IS 

non-essential; and so JOU may keep either day 
or no day at all. 

Now I submit that all this talk about the es­
sentials of Christianity, implying that there arc 
doctrines and duties belonging to the system 
that are non-essential, is an insult to the l\Iajes­
ty of Heaven, and a libel on t~e revelation ~bat 
God has given us. If men Will take th~ Bible 
f,)r their guide, there will be no necessity of a 
division on the commandments of God or the 
institutions of the gospel. The fault is not in 
God and his word, but in men. They will 
hold their traditions in preference to what 
God bas plainly said. He has not spoken 
to us of non-essentials, but he says, " In all 
thin(J's that I have said unto you be circum­
spect" that is do J'ust what I say. "What 

' ' b d . thin(J' soever I command you, o serve to o 1t: 
thou

0 
shalt not add thereto, nor climinish from 

it." E.s:. 23: 13; Deut. 12: 32. 
R li'. CoTTRELL. 

Popular Religion. 

Ir has been the aim of certain clasEe3 of pro­
fessors of reliaion for more than a thousand 
years, to get rcligi~n into such a position in so­
ciety that there would be no cross connected 
with it. From the days of Constantine ~il_l now, 
men have been trying to dress up rehg10n so 
that the offense of the cross should cease ; and 
the masse3 have succeeded in doing this in our 
dav most effectually. This has been done by 
com'promise. People think, because the religion 
of the day has become so popular, that t.he world 
is almost converted and the "good ttme com­
ing" looked fur by sages,. P.o~ts, ~hilcwpher~, 
spirit:sts, and doctors of dlVlmty, IS about tll 
dawn. Has the gosp<~l changed? Was Jems. 
mistaken when he said, "Ye shall be hated .or 
all nations for my name's sake" ? Vv as he ml~­
ta.ken when he said, "He that taketh not. up h1s 
cross daily can not be my disciple"? Was the 
apostle in 'the wrong when he said, "All that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall su.ff.er per­
secution" ,f! No; the Master was not mistake~. 
The go3pel has not changed. The trouble lR 

with men. Jesus say~," I am the way, the truth, 
and the life." M:en are trying to invent ano~h­
er and smoother way; but I find, upon examm­
ation it leaves its travelers outside the kingdom 
of G~d. The way that leads to " life" is a nar­
row one and few there be that find it. 

The ;tandard of popular religion is lowered so 
much that men can be all bound up in tbe spirit, 
fashions, honors, and pleasures of the. world, and 
think it is all ri(l'ht. But whoever Will stand up 
boldly aoainst these things in advocacy of the 
Bible do~trine that " if any man love the world, 
the love of th~ v'atlier is not in him,'' will still 
find a Christianity with a cross in it. 

Many seem quite un w~lling to fv~lo'_V J es~s, 
unless they can do so Without assomatwg Wlth 
the poor and ignorant. They forget the foot­
steps of J esU3 in the lanes of the lowly. ~Ie 
that is not willin(J' to come down on a level w1th 
the poor, can ne~e~ enter t~.e k~ng~om. ~hi3 
aristocratic reli(J';on 1s an abommahon m the s1ght 
of God. J arne~ says if we show vreference to 
the man with a gold ring and goodly apparel, we 
are carnal. And yet this spirit is among us ev­
erywhere. There is a great bowing and ocrap­
ing to the rich, while the poor are passed unno­
ticed. 

Jesus Christ is the poor man's Saviour; and 
if the wealthy, or those in easy circumstances, are 
saved at all, t.hey must be. converted the same 
as the poor man. The b1gh must be brought 
down or they can not be saved. If ministers of 
the a~snel show any preference at all, it should 
be t~ the poor and such as feel forsaken by tt t\ 
upper class. But alas, how few do it! The ric . 
are applauded if they do,a benevo.lent acb_. The7 
are put forward in almost everythmg, whlle Gods 
worthy poor are too often crowded aside. These 
thioas ou•.,ht not so to be. "The poor have thtJ 
gosp~l pre~ched unto them." " Hath not God 
cho::en the poor of this world~ rich in faith! ~od 
heirs of the kingdom?" \:V e must be willing 
to fvllow Christ in his humility. The cross pre· 
cedes the crown. We shall never" reign" with 
Jesus unless we are willing first to ' 1 suffer with 
him." One way of suffering w~th C.hr~~t. is t~ 
bear burdens and reproaches w1th his · httle 
ones in this world of toil and tears. "Ye have 
done it unto me," is the glad greeting that waits 
all such in the dawn of that day that shall never 
be followed by night.-Golden Censer. 

ONE step backward is equal to two steps for­
ward; hence, retreating from duty is a c3m­
pound loss. 
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IP WE KNEW. 

lF Wt' ];nrw when w11lking thoughtless 
TlH(•,tgh the crowded., noisy >my, 

That some pearl of wondrous whiteness 
C!oEe lie~ide our pathway lay; 

We would pause when now we hasten, 
We would often look around, 

Lest om carele~s feet should trample 
Rome rare jewel in the ground. 

If we knew what forms were fainting 
For the shatle that we should fling, 

If we knew what lips were parching 
For the water we shoulcl bring, 

iVe Hhould haste with eager footsteps, 
lYe \\ uuhl work with willing hands, 

Dearing cups of cooling water, 
l'lanting rows of shading palms. 

If we ];new when ±'riendH around us 
Closely pre'~ to say, Good-by, 

Which among the lips that kiss us, 
First sh,mhl 'nct1th the daises lie, 

We woulcl elrtsp our arms around them, 
Looldt~g on them through our tears, 

Terder won is of love eternal 
We would whisper in their ears. 

If \re knew what lives were darkened 
lly some thougtless word of ours, 

""hich had ever lain among them 
Like the frost among the flowers; 

Ohl with what sincere repentings, 
With what anguish of regret, 

While our ey11s were overflowing, 
Would we ory-Porgive,-forget. 

If we knew-alas, and do we 
E\·er care or seek to know, 

Whether bitter herbs or roses 
Iu our neighbor's gardens grow? 

Got! forgive m, lest hereafter, 
Our henrfs break to hear Him say, 

C~rde~s child, I never knew you, 
F10lll my presence flee away. 

-Fricnd8' Tract. 

Heth~t goeth forth and weep6th,bearing preciousseed,shall doubt­
!'"" cc,me ag.ain with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

=---"=---~============= 

lUinnesota. 

JYIY labor in Meeker County, Minn., has 
come to a close for the present, although 
it seems as if it was only begun. I was to 
be pre~cnt at the quarterly meetings at Chi· 
sago Lake and the Cambridge churches, 
and they have now waited on me over two 
months ; I am now on my way. The good 
Lord has blessed mv labor of late far more 
than w:1s expected. · In the midst of opposi­
tion and confusion, forty-two earnest souls 
have taken hold of the commandments of 
God. Tbirty-two of them have united in 
the brotherhood known as the Litchfield 
chnrcb. Eighteen. have been buried with 
Christ in bapti~rn. The s. n. is raised so as 
to exceed 8100. Two months ago, when I 
hegau n1y lalJor here, there were six dis­
heartE'ned Adventists. 

The nh'ln],crs of this church chiefly consist 
of the lc~tCling men and women of the commu­
nity. S(•me ·have hold valuable positions in 
the chm c:h to which they formerly belonged. 
In re;;ard to nationality, they are a mixture of 
Dane~, SwP<lel', and N orwE'giam~. They l1ave 
come out from the Methodist, Baptist, ::lnd 
Lutlwr:w, churches, which churches they 
now think, in taking a view of their posi­
tion, in faith and practi()e, compared with 
the wor<l of God, constitute a part of the 
"fallen Baby lou." Rev. 14: 8. 

Oh! what a glorious truth the Lord has 
given unto ns. \Vhat could unite hearts of 
different nationalities, and different religious 
sentiments, but this great truth ? May the 
great God be blessed forever that I, poor 
mortal, have bel">n tbought of in his mercy, 
and lu.ve a part in this glorious work. It is 
daily breatl to me. 

way for the good meeting at B., as nearly 
all who her~ met with us were present at 
Greenville .. /L'here seemed to be an awaken­
ing up aneW:'with gratitude of heart to God 
for manifesting himself to his people in this 
direction. Many can testify that the gifts 
have to them been a great source of comfort 
and edification. The language of my heart 
this morning is, Praise God for spiritual 
gifts! 

Says Paul, "Prophesying serveth not for 
them that believe not, but for them which 
believe." \V e will not crowd the gifts upon 
the unbeliever, but we do ask the privilege 
to believe in them, and to rejoice in the 
Lord for the signal blessings they have 
been, and are, to the c:hurch. The same 
apostle says, "Now concerning spiritual 
gifts, brethren, I wonlt.l not have you igno­
rant." 1 Cor. 12: 1. 

If those dear bretllren will carefully live 
in harmony with the resolutions made un­
der the impress of the divine Spirit, I am 
confident a growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of the truth will characterir.e the 
church here. To this end, may every soul 
most earnestly pray and work. 

On first-day, our meeting was, owing to 
rain, small, but very encouraging. ·we 
feel a deep interest for the spiritual pros­
perity of this church, and would gladly 
have remained here longer, had it not been 
for the state of my health, and other cir­
cumstances. We hope those living where 
they do not often meet with the brethren 
will not neglect their pledges on' Systematic 
Benevolence. It is very much desired to 
start the year 187 4 with a clean list. 

On Sabbath, Nov. 1, spoke to the church 
in Orleans, on the self-examination and prep­
aration of heart requisite for communion. 
The brethren generally seemed to be im­
pressed with the importance of coming 
nearer to God, and nearer td each other. 
With this object in view, a meeting ,,-as 
held on first-day, with very gratifying re­
sults. The hearts of strong men, both 
leaders and laymen, were moved by the 
spirit of weeping and confession. .May 
brotherly love and Christian union hereafter 
characterize this church. 

After this, by request of the companion 
of Eld. P. Strong, a very worthy Fister, 
fast sinking to the grave by consumption, a 
few of us repaired to his house with the 
emblems of the broken body and shed blood 
of the crucified Redeemer. that our dear 
sister could once more join in commemora­
ting the sufferings and death of Him who 
died for u~. 

On being informed of the pleasing results 
of the meeting just held, her countenance 
radiated with heavenly light, and she said, 
"Praise God! I can go in peace now." \Ve 
seemed to be in the house of deatb, yet the 
occasion was rendered sacred and memora­
ble by the gracious presence of the Spirit of 
the Lifegiver, who so quickly will come in 
person, to gather h:s saints unto himsdf. 
Taking the emblems in her emaciated and 
trembling hands, with a firm conseiousness 
that this was her last privilege of the kinrl, 
she praised GoJ for that redeeming love 
which enables her with a calm and sweet 
composure to pass down into the "valley or 
the shadow of death," fearing no evil. 

From het·e, we retumed to the house of 
prayer, where the church CE' lebrated thE' 
ordinances together. May the language of 
every heart be, 

"0 thou, my soul, forget no more 
The Friend who all thy sorrows bore; 
Let every idol be forgot, 
Dut, 0 my eoul, forget him not." 

A. s. H UTCHIXS. 
Not. 10, lF\73. 

Our opponents here have become very 
quiet, to what they were once. The only 
thing we now hear from them is, that they 
are getting up a mob to drive me out of the 
settlement, and that the shepherds declare to 
their iloeks that if thE'y cannot succeed in 
getting \[Hiet and becoming settled as before, 
they 'vill mo1J them. I wonder if they can­
not see and know that they give evidence to 
the trHthfnlneF:s of the words of the I~ora, 
when hr. !"peaks about hirelings ! J\:Iy prayer 
is to God that he may open their eyes, that 
God'~ holv truth can lead them on the wav 
of lifL~. And inay tho great and merciful 
Go1l bless the dear bretht·en and sisters, 
who here have taken holll of God's cove­
nant, t11at they may grow strong in the Lord 
and be roc Pi vecl by J esns in glory at his 
eoming! My address is now Chir-mgo Lake, 

Our Duty in MeE'ting. 

WE heed the injunction, '"Forsake not the 
assembling of yourselves together,)' but the 
remainder of the text we seem to have for­
gotten. I think it says something about 
speaking to each other in regard to our 
hope of the approacing day of triumph and 
deliverance, or exhorting one another. Please 
get your Bible, and study He b. 10: 25. 

Some of us seem to think that, when we 
have taken the trouble to get to meeting 
and taken our seat among the worshipers, 
our duty is done; and so the meeting pro­
gresses, and some timid, shrinking onefl make 
om· silence an excuse for them to sit still, 
and the meeting dmgs, and the Spirit of the 
Lord is grieved, and our souls beeome more 
barren than they were before, and we go to 
ou_r homes with less strength to meet the 
perplexities and temptations of life. And 
our brethren go home saddened because of 
our silence. 

Chisago Co., 1\Iinn, CHARLES I .. EE. 

Eucoui·aging Meetings. 

Our, me<:tings at Bushnell, Sabbath, Oct. 
~5; exceeded in interest our most ardent ex­
pectation. From surrounding churches, a 
goodly number of brethren and sisters were 
present at an early hour. I do not know that I 
have ever seen more interest manifested to 
get out to Sabbath meetings than I have 
witmssed in Ionia and Montcalm Counties. 

The Sabbath previous to this meeting, I 
spoke on the Gifts of the Spirit, at Green· 
ville, which I think did much to prepare tbe 

Couldn't do any good if you did speak? 
How do you know? Satan told you that; 
he knew you would be weaker and fall an 
easier prey to him if you kept silent in the 
assembly of the saints. lie knows that those 
who express a determination to serve the 
Lord are strengthened by that expression, 
provided it comes from the heart; and be 
knew, too, that your testimony would cheer 
others, if you said only, "I am striving to be 

a child of God.'' And he knows, too, that so that then all will be saved, so that is not the 
long as he can keep your tc•ngne silent from heathenism that arrrees with Adveut faith. 
Gc,d's service, yon are pretty smely in his Where is it? WI:l~re is the heathen Pation 
power for the eternity beyond. Satan or sect that believes in "life on(IJ th-rough 
knows that angels are saddened and God's Uhn'st j'' that all will be raised from the 
work hindered by your silence. You cannot 

1 

dead, and that the wicked, after receiving 
see how you hinder God's work? No ! you an amount of suffering adequate to the1r 
will not be apt to see it until you break guilt, will be cut oft: while the ri6hteous shall 
away and speak for the Lord, whether you receive the gift of eternal life, and the 
feel like it ot· not. I do not care if you can- whole universe of God shall· be clear from 
not think of one word to 'say that you think sin and sinners? 
would encourage, rise up, and the Lord will The simple facts are, that no such elass or 
give yon ~omething to say. Perhaps you nation of heathens is to l;e found. If there 
will say as I dicl once, that you are deter- is such a class, we would like to know 1chen' 
mined not to act fi·om fee-ling, hut from they live, and to know nwre of their peculiar 
principle, anrl then experience such a sweet doctrines; for, certainly, if tlwy holt.l the 
blessing from the Lord that you will v.rant sentiments of Seventh day At1ventists on 
to rise again and tell how thu I .. ord has en- this question, there would Le great hope 
eonraged your heart, and taken away your that such a nation of heathens, acknowlcdg­
dark feelings and thoughts because yon d/rl ing God's Son as the only sonrce of hope of 
nol yield to feelillg, and sit still, and as you etemal life, migl1t be brought more (•asily 
go from such an experience yon will see to truly worshiping him than those who 
how, by yielding to such feelings, you have bow to stocks and :>toneR. Till this proof 
hindered the work of God in your own heart concerning snch a heathen natiou is pre­
if nowhere else. Instead of going away sented, Jet none be turned from the doctrine 
from meeting with a shadow on- your heart of the Bible by slurs, such ::.s, " l'our doc­
and brow, to cast the same over all you tri1w is heatlwulsm." 
meet, you will go with sunlight flooding your . J. N. LouGIIROROFGn. 
entire being, the sweet sunlight that comes Oakland, Cal., Oct., 1873. 

from a senRe of duty done; and all you meet _ -~-·---_ 
will be made the happier by your happi- The Glass Railroad. 
ness, and then you will grow in grace, ar:.d 
wisdom, and patiencE', and by-and-by you 
will be a perfect overcomer. 

But so long as you yield to Satan in this, 
speak no word for the Saviour, your inflnence 
is deadening, and discouraging to others, 
and you gain no strength. The victories you 
gain are so few that you sit down completely 
discouraged, orcrcmnc. Remember that your 
duty at the house of God remains undone, 
and you are, consequently, an unfaithful~:<erv­
ant, so long as you speak not for the Mas-
ter. JYI. J. BAHLEr.. 

Immortality-Heathenism. 

\V nEN people fail in fair reasoning, they 
sometimes resort to calling hard names, 
which, of course, with candid, reflecting 
minds, is bnt a poor substitute for argument. 
A sister in this place a few days Rince, be­
ing requested to state her views of the future 
life, was showing that she had no hope of 
life except through Christ and the resurrec­
tion; and as none but those who had faith 
in Christ and obeyed God were to have 
eternal life, therefore the wicked, when 
raised, could not live eternally. A third 
party, the wife of a minister, said, "That 
is heathenish doctrine; you don't believe 
that.'' The sister remarked, that it was 
Bible doctrine, and she must believe the 
Bible, if people did call it heat.heniRm. 

But, candidly, what is heathE'nisrn upon 
this question'? Sometimes it is the immor­
tality of the soul, and an eternal existence 
for :tll, and sometimes it is nonentity, and 
blanlc silence after death to all men, to all 
eternity. 

.Mr. McClay, who waA twelve years a 
missionary to China, sap, "The far greater 
rart of tho Chinese believe in no future 
state o£ existance whatever." If we judge 
of the belief of others of the Chinese, the 
followers of Confucius' doctrine in this coun­
try 1)y their actions, we Rhall find it nearer 
Rpiritnalism than it is to the Adventist's 
d-oet.rine of life only through Christ. 

vVithin the past year, a noted Chinaman 
by the name of Ah Quong was brutally as­
:o;aulted in the streets of Sacramento, was 
carried into a police st~1tion-house, and died 
there. His brother, a wealthy Chinaman, 
made a great faneral, employin~ (according 
to the report in a Sacramento daily) a large 
portion of the hacks of Sacramento, to carry 
the invited gueHts to the funeral. When 
the long procession was p:lsF<ing with the 
cot·pse of the murdered Chinaman through 
the ~Streets, the brother ordered a halt in 
front of the station-house where his brother 
died. He went up to the keeper of the sta­
tion-hom;e, aecosting him in these words. 
"Mr. Fred, I want see my brudder." It 
was difficult for the man to know what was 
wanted. Perceiving, however, from the 
Chinaman's loobl and actions that he wished 
to go into the station-housE', the keeper let 
him in. There he went through various 
prayers, gestures, incantations, and invita­
tions to some imaginary being. Finally, with 
a smile of satisfaction, he went out to join the 
procession. Being interrogated as to the 
meaning of all this, he informed them that 
he had been to invite the Epirit of his mur­
dured brother to attend the funeral, and 
witness the proceedings and display. 

Chinamen constitute over one quarter of 
the human race, and are perhaps a fair spec­
imen of the heathenism of the world, but, if 
the far greater portion of the Chiuese be­
lieve in "no future strrte," and the rest be­
lieve in ex18tence while dead, and a species 
of spiritualism, as shown above, it does not 
look much like the Adventist's doctrine of 
" l~'(e only through Christ." 

In Siam they believe in a thousand years 
of suffering only to the worst of men, and 

I ONCE read a dream that made quite an 
impression upon me; and I 11ave often 
thought of it as being applieahle at the 
present time. It was something like the 
following:-

"It seemed to me as though I hacl been 
suddenly aroused from my slumbers. I 
looked around and found myself in the cen­
ter of a gay crowd. The first semat~on that 
I experienced was that of being borne along 
with a pPcul\arly gentle motion. I looked 
around, and found that I was in a long 
train of cars which were glic1iDg over a rail­
way, and it seemed. to be many miles in 
length. It was composed of many cars. 
Every car opened at the top, was filled with 
men and women,,:lll gaily dressed, all l1appy, 
all laughing, talking, and singing. 

"The peculiarly gentle motion of the carR 
interested me. There was no grating, such 
as we hear on a railroad, They moved on 
without the least jar or sound. This, I say, 
interested me. I looked over the side, and 
to mv astonishment, found the railroad and 
cars "made of glass. The glass wheels moved 
over the glass rails without the leaAt noise of 
oscillation. The soft motion produced a 
feeling of exquisite happiness. I was happy! 
It seemed as if everything was at rest within. 
I was full of peace. ·while I was wonder­
ing at this circumstance, a new sigl1t at­
tracted my attention. All along the rail­
road, on either side, within a toot of the 
track, was laid long lines of coffins, and 
every one contained a corpse dressed for 
burial, with the ·white face tnmed upward to 
the light. The sight filled me ·with horror. 
In my agony, I tried to scream, but could 
make no sound. The gay crowd around me 
only redoubled their singing and laughter at 
the sight of my agony. We went on, every 
moment coming nearer to t.he end in the 
road, far, far, in the distance. 

'' '"\Vhat are those?' I cried at la8t, point­
ing to the dead in the coffins. 'Tl1ese are 
the persons who made the trip before us, 
was the reply of one of the gayest Ol!es near 
me. 'Wl1at trip?' I asked. '\Vhy, t1re trip 
we are now making, the trip on this glasR rail­
road,' was the answer. 'Why do they lie 
along the road, each one in his coffin?' 
I was answered with a whisper and a hol­
low laugh which froze my blood: 'They 
were dashed to pieces at the end of the rail­
road,' said the person whom I addressed. 
'You know the railroad terminates at an 
abyss. It is lined with pointed rocks. As 
each car arrives at the end, it precipitates 
its passengers into the abyss. They are 
dashed to pieces upon the rocks, and their 
bodies are brought here and placed in the 
coffins as a warning to other passengers. 
But. no one minds it; we are so happy on the 
glass railroad.' I can never describe the 
horror with which those words inspired me. 
'What is the name of the glass railroad?' 
I asked. The person repli(:d in the same 
strain: 'It is flabit. It iR very l'a.Ry to get 
into the cars, but very bard to get out. For, 
once in these cars, every oue is delighted 
with the soft, gliding motion. The cart< 
move so gently ! Yes, this is a railroad of 
IIADIT, and with glass wheels we are whirl­
ing over a glass railroad towal'd a fathom­
less abysF. In a few moments we '"ill be 
there, and they will take our uodiE's and put 
them in the coffins as they have the others; 
but nobody will mind it; no one does!' 

"I choked with horror. I struggled toes­
cape. I made frantic efforts to leap from 
the train, ancl in the struggle, awoke. I 
knew it was only a dream, yet whenever I 
think of it, I can see that lo11g train of carR 
moving gen~ly along the glass railroad. I 
can see cars f&r ahead as they are turning 
the bend of the road. I can see the dead 
in their coffins, cleat• and distinct, on either 
tside of the road, while the singing and 
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laughing of the gay and happy passengers 
sound in my ears. I only see those cold 
forms of the dead, with their glassy eyes up­
lifted, and their frozen bands upon their 
shrouds. It was a horrible dream. But 
'there ~was a moral in that dream.'" 

The power of habit is groat. It is far 
easier to pass carelessly along than to break 
away from a sinful habit. Satan so lulls us 
by Jiis fair promises that we feel no great 
anxiety to break away from our old habits 
of sin; and although we may have been re­
peatedly warned of onr danger, we cannot 
seem to feel it, nor to realize that it will 
soon be too bte to escape the fearful doom of 
~n wlw thus pass on regardless of their 
dnty to God. 

HITliiiLITY. 

THE bird that soars on highest wi:,g 
Builds on the ground her lowly nest; 

Anrl she that doth most sweetly sing, 
3in gs in the shade, when all things rest; 

In lark and nightingnle we see 
What honor hath humility. 

When Mary chose the "better part," 
She meekly sat at Jesus' feet; 

And Lydia's gently-opened heart 
Was made for God's own temple meet. 

Fairest and best allornad i8 she 
Whose clothing is humility. 

The one that wears Heaven's brightest crown, 
In deepest udoration bends; 

The weight of glory bows him down, 
Then most, when most his soul ascends. 

Nearest the throne itself must. be 
'rhe footstool of humility. 

--------=e-+-~-------

Earth and llcaYen. 

It is an awfnl thing to become so stupefied 
as to lJe careless in regard to our eternal 
welf:tro; hut how many of us are in danger 
of gi·,iug this world too large a place in onr 
heart~, and thereby losing sight of the life 
that is to come. T h d 01 .-.- · d · f 

l\hy the I~ord help us to arouse to a o t e evout ~nst1:m mm , every spue o 
sense of our true condition before it be for-~ g:~as~, and. eve_ry l_eal and flower, speaks volumes 
ever too late. E. R. DEWEY. c:r ~1lent msp~rat1on. In th~ deh~1cy and per-

fectiOn of the1r texture, and m thmr bloom and 
fragrance, they reveal 'the existence of a God, 
and breathe of Heaven. Who has not admired 
the beauty of the cherry tree when in full bloom, 
its dense white blossoms embosomed in a foliage 
of dark green leaves ; or thr, apple, with 1ts 
pink r.nd white blossrJms, or the rose, and the 
lily, and many other beautiful flowtrs, while 
the breath of spring was b,udened with their 
aroma, and did not rejoice in their evanescent 
beauty ? These are starligbts in the rifted 
clouds of earth's moral night; mementoes of 
the treasure lost by sin; glimpsts of the glo­
ries of the world to come. 

N oall. 

Tms good man lived in an eventful period 
of the world's history. God made known to 
him his determination to destroy the un­
godly. inh~lJitants of the earth by a flood. 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. He was a j nst man, and perfect in his 
generations, allil he walked with God. Gen. 
6: 8, 0. The prophet Ezekiel mentions him 
with Daniel aud .Joh as the three men that 
might deliver their own souls by reason of 
their righteousness, when God Hhould bring 
his sore jndgm.ents upon the house of Israel 
lwca11se of their many sins. Eze. H. Paul 
give-; him a place in hi~ list of the faithful 
of past ages. Heb. ll. And Peter gives us 
the record of his employment, "a preacher 
of righteousness." 2 Peter. 2: 5. 

Did Gbd determine to destroy the inhab­
itants of the old world. because they were 
rightcou:O and holy? Did he do it because 
they ~were his faithful servants, doinO' that 
which was pure, just, and good? Eve~·y one 
at all acquainted with the facts in the case, 
must answer, No ! It was their sins (trans­
gressions of the law of God), their ungodly 
deeds, and the evilA of their corrupt hearts, 
that brought thii terrible calamity upon 
them. Gen. 6. 

But Noah stood among them "a preacher 
of righteousness." The inspired definition 
of righteOLlSness is given by David in these 
words: "J\Iy tongue shall speak of thy word· 
for all thy commandments are riahteous~ 

" p b ness. s. 11 D: 172. And the Lord by 
Isaiah says: "Hearken unto me, ye that know 
righteottsness, the people in whose heart is 
my law." Chap. 51: 7. Righteousness con­
sists in keepin~ the moral law of God. Noah 
nncl his family )~ept thi~J law, and were saved in 
the ark. And as Noah was a meacher of 
righteowmess, we must conclude \hat in his 
preaching he advocated, and kept constantly 
before that ungodly generation, the claims of 
God's moral law. 'l'his furnishes clear evi­
dence that the principles of the ten com­
mamlments were known and observed by 
the righteous previous to the flood. These 
facts forever do away the idea that this di­
vine law waR not k1;own nor binding upon 
the human family before the clays of Moses. 

In our Lord'" prophetic discourse relating 
to the signs of his second ad vent, Matt. 24, he 
refers to the time of the flood, and says: 
"As the days of Noah were, so shall also the 
comin~ of the Son of man be." In this, the 
Saviour clra ws a parallel, and would have us 
know that the character and actions of the 
people of the old world at the time of the 
deluge would be acted over again in the 
generation thRt should live to witness his 
second advent. The gross and corrupt things 
of earth will take their attention, while their 
reverence for God and his holy law will be­
come 1er.s and less. 

But there will be men of God standinO' ·'=' 
here, as Noah stood among the people in 
his day, "giving meat in due Eeason," faith­
fully warning the people of their great dan­
ger in the coming crisis, and at the same 
time, holding up before them 'the claims of 
the moral law. The prophetic word and 
the signs ot: the times show unmistakably 
that we are m the la~t days, the closina mo­
ments of thi,; world's hi~tory. The proclama­
tion of the coming of the Lord has been 
sounding in the earth for more than thirty 
years. Closely connected with this three­
fold warning is the "commandments of God 
and the faith of J esu~." . May the work 
speed on, and may we, like faithful Noah, act 
our part nobly and share in the final tri· 
umph. I. D. VAN Hom<. 

To be well spoken of, you must die. Even a 
p1upu, when dead, is mentioned without asper­
ity, aui that is as much as any pauper can ex­
plct. 

TnE only gratific1tion a covetous man gives 
his neighbors is to let them ~ee that he himself 
is no better for what he has than they are. 

II uman art is not wort by of comparison with 
the perfection of the Creator's work. "Solo­
mon," said Christ, alluding to the lilies of the 
field, "in all his glory was not armyed like one of 
these." But" the grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it 
perisheth." Thus, these beauties of the field and 
forest witness to the curse that presses so heavily 
upon the earth. What Chrisrian that bas wit­
nessed these scenes of evanescent growth and de­
cay, but has longed for the land of perenni~l beau­
ty, untouched by the curse of sin. But some 
minds have no sem:e of the beautiful. To such, 
corn ta~sels and potato blobsoms, inasmuch as in 
them are seen vi~ ions of futme plenty, have great­
or charms than the lily or the rose. Some are 
not pleased with harmony of sounds; and Heaven, 
in their mind~, is associated with holiday cos­
tume, and endless formal singing; and they 
turn for relief to the freedom of competent toil. 

But Heaven, associated as it is with a renewed 
earth, offers material good to all. Those who 
love toil may plant vineyards and cat the fruit 
of them, bL1ild houses and inhabit them, and 
long enjoy the work of their hands. Those wbo 
love song may go up to the jasper-walled city, 
that hath no need of the sun to light up its gold­
paved streets, its mansions of glory, and ~atcs of 
pearl, and with tho:;e •·•ho ('ame out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robeR and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
and with sinless angels, join in the ~ymphonies 
of Heaven. 

These who love the beauties of nature 
may tread the new earth and witness at every 
step the fulfillrr:ent of the prophetic declara­
tion, ''The wilderness and solitary place shall 
bd glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose." The beaaties of a 
golden sunset, and the soft, mellow light of even­
ing, penciling earth and heaven with 'gorf!;eous 
hues, will, doubtless, find more than a counter­
part in the land where the light of the moon 
shall be as the sun, and thn.t of the sun seven­
fold its present volume. 'I'he associations of 
that heavenly land subdue the grief of those 
who mourn the loss of friends. God will restore 
to us our lovC;d and lost ones who have gone 
down to the grave in good h pe of a resurrection 
to eternal life. "And there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the former things 
are passed away." A. S3IITII. 

The Seen a11d the Unseen. 

INSPIRATION tells us that the thingB which are 
seen are temporal, but the things wbich are not 
seen are eternal. If we look only at the +hines 
which are seen, it is not strange that our t~pir~s 
droop in sadness, that even faith's bright winas 
trail in the du::>t, as with tearful eyes we questir;rt, 
Why all this sufferiitg and sorrow~ WhJ are 
our hopes so ofren crushed-our aspirations un­
fulfilled? 

Doe~ not our life at times appear a failure? 
Why is it given only to flourish its little hour, 
so brief, and then cut. off like a dtlicate flower' 
swept by some chilling blast? When death 
has stilled the beating of some loving heart 
silenced the voice heard only in tones of affec~ 
tion and kindly coun~el, and a friend, lovely and 
beloved, is laid low in dreamless slumber, then 
the bereaved and bleeding heart questions, Why 
was it permitted? With our short vision, we 
ofttimes fail t.o penetrate the cloud that hides 
from us our pitying Lord, who ''doth not will­
ingly affiict nor grieve the children of men." 

Oh! who does not long tQ have these things 
which now seem so dark and mysterious made 

clear in the light of the unseen uud eternal'? the dime novel by the dollar and a qn<lrlet· nov­
Sickness, suffering, and sorrow, meet us on every ellette that his Sabbath ~chC;ol furc1ishes him 
hand. Nn position, however exalted, is exempt; for his Sunday readiCJg." 
no pathway but has its thorr.s; no homchold so But what makes th~ case worse ~nd mor;o: 
carefully guarded but sorrow and death may en- hopeless is the astonishi n~ fact tl1at popular min· 
ter its charmed inclosure; no heart so happy isters and prominent relii!ious editors arc giving­
but it has its bitterness. All that is seen, is their influence in favor of 11ovel rea din:::. H. 
smittc:1 with the curse, marred by imperfec- W. Beecher, in introdrcing a novel in hif-1 own 
tion. The clearest mind sees only through a paper, defends it thus: -
glass datkly; the purest heart is not without "We notice that ~erial fictionR :,re c0ming 
spot; the fairest and loveliest things of earth greatly into vogue amoni:( reli~i,.us p:1pers, 
are doomed to decay. Pas6ing away is written though not without considerable pro!t,,t.. No 
upon all things E:arthly. doubt tbet e is a danger of mere ~ensationalism 

But amid the passing away of that which is from which sueb newRpapers are by nn rr..:'nn~ ex­
seen, we may rrjoice in the assurance that the empt. But. it sb.0uld be remembered thatthe day 
unseen is eternal. 'rreasr:res in Htaven and is long past when fiction could hfl tre:JL'd :1s an 
joys immortal shall never pass away. In th,,se intruder or an inferior in comparison with other 
heavenly gardens where angels walk, no flowers kind,q of literature. A ~Jtory, nil r,uch, has as 
shall fade. All is perfect and eternal there. ~ood a right to be, and HR h·~~itimate a w.Hk to do. 
But nothing here is sure. Do we enjoy the as a sermon or a poem. Indeed, it ~eems as if 
sweet bles3ing of Heaven to-day? We may to- the novel were the most ch:tracteristie literary 
morrow struggle with the powers of d.itrkncss. type of our timP, j11~t as the Drama was in 
Are we happy in the love of frieuus to day Y Shakespear's, and the Essay, in Addison's. Any­
To-morrow we may weep over thl~ lifeless form. body is at liberty to lament the J~1ct,, if he feels 
Does that which is seen satisfy us? Ah, no! 1oclined to, but it i:l l•est not to ignore it. 
If that which is seen is all upon wbicl1 we can There is au idea th.t rdigious papers ought to 
build our hopes, t.hen life is indeed a failure ~nd stick to more serious iines of worlr. But the 
our hopes a mockery. first condition of succe:-s in book or paper iH that 

But we know there is a f':)Undation infinitely it shall be read. It, nmy be ns wise as Sdnmon 
better and more exalted than the transient things and as pious as all the ~1i11ts in the calr.nd2r, but 
of earth upon which to build our hopes. We if people will not read it, it wight as well be a 
know there is reality in the unseen. We need mummy. Now, the religious new~pap·.r ought 
not be of a doubtful mind. !~vidence sufficient. to reach, not only the learned, tlvJ liternry, the 
bas been given both in the book of nature and theological-but a grc:.tt mass of pe~'iJle wlw are 
revelatinn to satisfy the intelligent Ill in d. And wholly incapable (Jf much abstn.r·t thought. 
what consolation, what dignit.y and elevation of They must be provided for. And it' the minister, 
mind, what incer.tives to purity of life, does he for example) wishe,; t.lL: Ep:we ~iven 1o r;t)ries 
lose who doubts the reality of the unseen Y And were bestowed on doctrinal discussion or church 
more than this, be is in danger of losing an eter- news, let him remember· that if' Li,; favorite el­
nity of blessedness. But how many are vainly ements only were furnished, two-thirds of the 
seeking satisfaction in that which is seen, build- paper's readers would be wholly unprnvided for. 
ing upon the sa.ndy foundation. of earthly things. A newspaper is like a hetel table-tlvre Rbould 
By their actions, if not by words, they signify ·be provision for evuy ta~te, with the sir.gle re­
their indifference to the unseen and their prefer- striction that nothing pc·sitively hurtful be of 
ence for that which passes away. Oh: that f~~red. So, if one man likes nothing but solid 
they might see their sad mistake ere it is too roasts, he should not object to the presence of 
late. lighter dishes for other f()lks." 

As Christians, we look too much at the things The folly of such rer-soning is r,p;JarenL It 
which are seen. We arc too deeply absorbed in would justify the uee of any means, g0od or evil, 
things temporal, and our eyes are blinded to tbc to increase the circulation of t~ p~per. The 
glorif.s of the unseen and eternal. We must pecple want the novels and the priest wants tb e 
strive more earnestly to r,et our affections on money, and so they are happily agreEd. 
things above, not on things on the earth, for D. )1. CANRIGHT. 
"the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for-
ever." NELLIE .F. HEAJ,D. 

Lynn, Mass. 

Increase of Pernicious Literature. 

0.NE unmistakable sign of the growing corrup­
tion of this generation is the wonderful and in­
creasing demand for vile and trashy reading. 
On this subject, a prominent paper says:-

"WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 

"That is, about Pernicious Literature. Its 
very existence is unknown to many of our read­
er~; its extent is hardly dreamed of by any. 
There lies before us, as we write, a letter from 
one of the leading railroad men of this country. 
And this is what he says about it:-

"'I cannot use too strong language to express 
the mortification I feel at the fact that upon 
every road that 1 happe11 to be connected with: 
unless perhaps the C. & P., not only the vilest 
trash is sold as reading matter, but also positive­
ly licentious and infamous illustraterl papers 
and books are thrust upon passengers, ycung 
and old, male and female. I am petftct.ly 
aware that the R. R. authorities take what they 
regard to be the best plan to control the char­
acter of reading matter sold by authorized 
agencies on their cars-but I am equally aware 
that, come about as it may, the fact remains 
that the worst possible stuff continues to be sold 
in spite of all t.he rules, regulations, sched­
ules of works on sale, and general orders to the 
contrary.' 

';This does not in the least exaggerate this 
monstrous evil, albeit upon certain railroad~, 
since this letter was written, something consid­
erable has been done effectuoJly to check it. 
But for the most part, this indescribable litera­
ture is om::tipre~ent. It is flaunted in cur faces 
on the street cornerE~, thrmt under our eyes in 
the rail-cars, insidiously offered to our innocent 
children by companions less guileless than them­
selves, brought into our houses wrapped round 
p:1ckages from the shoemakerf, the tailors, the 
grocers. It is like the miasma in a miasmatic 
country-there is no building of the house tight 
enough to exclude it. It is like the poison that 
lurks in the air in cholera times; we imbibe ir, 
our children imbibe it, and the first intimation 
we have of its presence is the disease it generates. 
In milder, subtler, but not less dangerous forms 
it creeps into books that bear the imprint of re­
spectable publishers, and journals whose name 
gives them unsuspected currency everywhere. 
It is sometimes mawkish, sometimes morbid, 
sometimes sensational, sometimes covertly, some­
times openly vicious. It distorts life, depraves 
t.he imagination, portrays passion for love, paint~ 
hideous crime in fascinating if not attractive 
garb, and in its very mildest form destroys all 
desire for healthful food by creating an appetite 
for the intoxication of sentimentalism. Even 
the Sabbath-school library is not free from thi-J 
f01m of it, and many a pupil is taught to read 

What Majorities Prove. 

THE Golden Age for June 7 has the follow­
ing pointed articlo on this subject.. We com­
mend it to the perusal of tho;'e who reject the 
present truth because so few believe it. 

"What says the m~jority of m:1nkind as to 
the various religions iu vogue among them ? 
Which of the creeds, and o("cls, and churches, 
is sanctioned by the vux pt•puZI, v0:c JJ,"I? If 
the judgment of the nwjority-aye, and .;i:' th"l 
overwhelming majority of the present race of 
men on the earth-is worth anything as to 
right or wrong of any particular religion, what 
is that judgment? Let us t:.~ke an at.:curate 
measurement of the whole world':-J opininn, on all. 
the great religions. Borrowing a suggestion 
from 1\Ir. Armour's table, we rearrange it so as 
to appeal to the eye in a gra lud pro!',ression as 
follows:-
POPULATIONS AND RELIGIO~:s OF Tm: ULOBE. 
Jew, 
Protestant~, 
Greek Church and branches, 
1\lahometans, 
BrahmanistE; 
Romanists, 
Buddhists, 

G,OOO,OOO 
59,000,000 
G:2,000,000 
~lG,OOO,OOO 

120,000,000 
139,000,000 
320,000,000 

All others: Confucin.•, Sintism, 
Mythological Naturalism, Mani-
kism, Fetichism, 468,000,000 

Total, 1,270 000,000 
" The Protestants are about one in twenty-one 

and a half of the population; Romanists one in 
nine; Protestants, R.omanisttl, and Greeks to­
gether, one in five. 

"As for ourselves, the above table codirms 
an old conviction of ours, that the judgment of 
the majority on any great subject of human con­
cern is generally wrong-. Whatever great move­
ments are undertaken for the benefit of humanity 
(as all history will teEtify), are uniformly begun 
by a brave and finally martyred few, and op· 
posed by the ignorant and stubborn many. And, 
furthermore, when any great idea, thus originat­
ed, finally gets possession of great masses and 
millions of men, the race has gen~rally, in the 
meantime, so far advanced, that even this idea 
also has been steadily outgrown, and needs to 
give place to some new and struggling reform, 
needing crusaders, and prophets, and victims, 
and martyrs. The above table is spread before 
our readers as containing rich food for thought, 
which the thoughtful will digest for them­
selves." 

---------------
THE BEsT PATRil\IONY.-A man may leave 

a patrimony to his son; but bow soon it may 
be mortgaged! He may leave him money; but 
how soon it may be squandued! When he 
gives him a sound constitution, an unblemished 
reputation, a good education, and an inward ab­
horrence of vice, in any shape or form, these 
cannot be wrested from him, and are better than 
thousands of gold and silver. 
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The Sprague Failure. 

PuovmENCE, Nov. G.-A large meeting of the cred­

Battle Oreek, Mich., Third-day, Nov. 18, 1873, itors of the A. & W. Sprague Manufacturing Campa­
·========~=======~==- ny, and A. & W. Sprague, was held at 11 o'clock this 
- forenoon in the Horse Guards' Hall. 

:!1r' The present number of the REVIEW is, "4~-23." 
H,y comparing with these the figures on your pasta you 
~an tell when your subscription will expire. 

~IY address is Watsonville, California. 
D. 111. CANRIGHT. 

THE P. 0. address of T.l\L Steward is Rockton, Ill. 

History of the Sabbath. 

Tms work is enlarged to 528 pages of our usual 

book size. Great pains and much labor have been 
be8towed on its preparation, and it is needless to say 

that its value cannot be estimated. Its numerous quo­

tittions and references, make it as reliable as it is in­

teresting and usofnl; but these have considerably 
increased the labor of its execution. ' 

In its enlarged size, it is well worth $1.1\0, and 
probably would not be sold for less than that by any 

other publishing house in the country ; but the 

trustees have decided to sell it for $1.25. In fi.xing 

the price thus low, the Association have had in view 

the benefit to result from a wide circulation of the 

book, rather than to receive a large profit on the 

work. Each buyer will really receive a donation 

from the Association of a part of the sale value. And 

great inducements are offered to the friends of the 

cau~e to circulate it among their friends and neigh­
bors. 

Send in- your orders, and they will be filled imme­
diutely. Price, po2t-paid, $1.25. 

The Map of Michigan. 

To THOSE who think that rapid growth is confined 

to the "Far West," it may be interesting to leurn 

that a map of Michigan recently issued by Silas Far­

mer and Co., Detroit, shows 62 towns, 132 new vil­

lages, one new cotmty, and seven changes in county 

lines, not ~hown in previous editions of their map of 

:\Iichigan. This is a map of great interest and value 
to the newspaper publisher and citizen of this State. 

Trouble with Cuba, 

THE fol!owing is from the Detroit Post of Nov. 

14. The action on the part of the Cuban authorities 

has caused some stir in the United States navy 

yards, orders being given to fit up some vessels for 
immediate service. Spain has promised Minister 

Sickles to take proper steps to repudiate the ac_lion 

of Cub'!., and a rupture will thus probably be 
avoided:-

"The 'Cuban Junta,' which sits in safety and ease 
in New York, and plots violations of international 
laws, sent the only men under its rule who have 
pluck enough to fight upon their dangerous mission 
without proper supplies for the vessel. It risked 
and lost their lives in order to save a little money. 
The Virgi;.ius was caught by the Spanish steamer 
Tornado without coal, and under sail only. On being 
chased, the Virgin ius burned her provisions, oil, and 
furniture; but, though she is a fast boat when prop· 
erly cealed-having been built expressly for block· 
ade-running-s:e could not keep up steam, and 
was overhauled an1l captured. It appears th!tt, when 
first seen, she was on the hi~th seas, not being then 
within the jurisdiction of Spain, but being more than 
one marine leagub from the coast of Cuba. The entire 
chase was upon the high seas. The capture was 
either upon the high seas, according to the SpaLisb 
account, or else in British wa.ters, near the Jamaica 
coast., according to t!Je account first received. The 
capture under these circum~tances, was, probably, 
illegal. The ship is saiL! to have had the Unite:! 
Klates flag flying, which a Spanish officer hauled 
down, and to have had regular papers. The capture 
was followed by plainly illegal yroceedings. The 
Spanish commandaLt detained a telegraph dispatcJ 
sent by the United States Consul to our Consul Gen. 
eral. He also detained dispatches sent to the Cap­
tain General of Cuba. He also ordered an immediate 
trial anti execution, for the purpose of forestallin"" 
any interference by either the Spanish governmen~ 
or foreig,n nations." 

The crew, and some reports say, the passengers 

also, were executed on short notice, the authorities 
even preventing the telegraph from sending informa­

l ion cf their proceedings lest they should be inter­
fered with by the Spanish government or by other 

nations. The excitement produced is very great. 

THE WOODMAN AND IRE SANDAL-TREE. 

BHIDE a sandal-tree a woodman stood 
And swung the axe, and, as the strokes were laid 

l"Jlon the fragrant trunk, the generous wood 
With its own sweets perfumed the cruel blade. 

Go, then, and do the like; a Eoul endued 
With light from Heaven, a nature pure and great, 

Will place its highest bliss in doing good, 
:\nd good for evil give, and love for hate. 

-From tlte Spanish, by W. C. Bryant. 

Alfred Cookman's Testimony. 

WALKING one day with a friend, t'1ey passed two 
distinguished ministers, one of whom was smvking. 
Brother Cookma.n remark< d, "I can unJerstand how 
that brother enjuys that cigar. I used t.o enjoy it as 
he does. I was very fond of it, esped~lly after the 
day's work was over. It was so quieting to my 

.net vous SJ stem to rest in my easy chair with my 
cigar for my companion. And I !Ja'Ve it up for Jwts' 
sake. I remember I told Jesus how soothing to me 
this delicate nar"o.ic was; and that 1t had occurred 
t~ me that it wa~ a doubtfu~ indulgence. And yet I 
u1d not know but I needed It.. Jesus told me in that 
hour he w ~mld supply all my need; that he would 
soothe me, and qui~t me, and rest me afLer my labor. 
And I g&ve up tbe 1ndul~ence that hour. And since 
that time, never can I tell what Jesus has been to 
me, as I have sat in my arm-chair to rest, when 
wearied and alone with him. He has been my rest." 

William J. King called the meeting to order, and 
the Hon. Amos C. Ear~tow was chosen Chairman, 
and Jeffrey Hazard, Secretary. 

Mr. Thurston, attorney for the house of the 
Spragues, presented, through the Chairman, the fol­
lowing communication:-

The A. & W. Sprague Manufacturing Company and 
A. & W. Sprague regret that they are obliged to an­
nounce to their creditors that they find themselves un­
able to meet their maturing obligations. The recent 
examination into their affairs, made by a committee 
appointetl at a meeting of bank officers in Providence, 
shows that they have a surplus over jm1t debts of at 
least eight millions of property, and they confidently 
believe that if an extension of a reasonable length is 
granted to them, they can pay in full all their liabili­
ties and preserve their print. works ami a considera­
ble portion of their mill property. They respectful­
ly invite their creJitors to designate from their num­
ber a ct~mmittee, with whom they can have a free and 
full conference, for the purpose of devising the best 
plan for securing the large property in their hands 
to their creLiitors, and enabling all claims against 
them to be satisfied in the shortest possible space of 
time. 

The A. & W. Sprague l\Ianufaoturing Company 
pledge to their creditors their utmo~t efforts to co 
operate with the creuitors in the means to the aboYe 
end, which may upon conference be devised. 

(Signed) A. & W. SPRAGUE 
1\TANI:FACTURING CourANY, 

per AliiASA 8PRAGUE, President. 

The extensive house of Claflin & C(). has been 
granteJ an extension of time by its creditors, which 
enables it to continue business, and eventually, to 
meet its liabilities. 

Du. Harold Browne, the new Bishop of Winches 
ter and successor of Bishop Wilberforce, has spoken 
out in behalf of the poor. At his last conference he 
told his clergy that he was afraii that in all Prates 
tant countries, not the church unly, but religion, was 
losing its bold upon the poor. In the Church of 
England, at all events, this would be a great calam 
ity; for "of the two, it had better lose the rich." 
" T·he minister of God," he said, "is the defender of 
the poor, and he had better err by defending him too 
much than by deserting him when be neeLis defense 
It, is admitted that in many parts of England the 
laborer has had wrongs." The fact that this speech 
wa~ received by the poor with a. surprised enthu­
siasm is in itself a melancholy phenomenon. '\Vhat 
else should the poor expect to hear from a Christian 
minister? 

THE matter of hazing at the Syracuse L"niversity 
is to be tested in the civil courts. Two freshmen 
were assaulted by a company of sophomores for wear­
ing interdicted hats; their bats were stolen, an1i tlie 
young men left to go home hatless. The freshmen 
properly entered complaint at the police court, and 
tbe sophomores are under arrest. The charges for 
which the smart sophomores are arrested are, "as­
sault and battery and petit larceny "-the same as 
would be brought against a party of common row die~ 
and thieves. 

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand 

*•* Services in Chicago, every ~:tbbath (seventh day), ut 296 
West Erie St. All Saubat!J-keepers spending a i!la!Jbath in Chi-
cago, are invited to attend. ___ _ 

QuARTERLY meeting at Greenville, for District No. 
6, Tract and Missionury Society, Nov. 2!J, 30, in con 
nection with church quarterly meeting. It is hopeLI 
that all who have pledges unpaid will como prepared 
to pay up. J. FARGO, Director. 

Change of Appointments. 

OnANGE, Sabbath, Dec. 6; Vergennes, Sabbath, 
Dec. 18. A. S. HurrnrNs. 

Meetings in Mlchig:m. 

THERE wi;J be a quarterly meeting 0f the churches 
and T. and M. Society in districts as follows:-

No. 5, at Wright, Nov. 20, 30. 
No. 11, at Alaiedoo, Dec. 6, 7. 
No. 2. at Potterville, Dec. 6, 7. 
Era. Haskell is expectfJ at Wright. 
General quarterly meeting at llattle Creek, Dec. 

13, 14. An attendance of tbe directors is expected, 
and reports from their respective districts according 
to the constitution; also the names of the worthy 
poor. E. II. Roor, Pres. 

QuARTERLY meeting for the Greenvale and 1\IcCon­
nell's Grove church, Ill., will be held Sabbath and 
first-day, Nov. 29, 30, 1873, at Winslow. There will 
be a Tract and Missionary meeting on first-day. 
Brethren and sisters, come prepared to report, and 
wotk in this good cause. We cordially invite the 
brethren and sisters of adjoining churches to meet 
with us. Bring along bedding. We very much de­
sh·e Eld. R. F. Andrews to be present. 

THO~!AS BROWN. 

QuARTERLY meetings of the N. Y. and Pa. T. and 
l\L Society will be held. as follows:-

Dist. No. 4, Buck's Bridge, St. Lawrence Co., 
Nov. 22,23. Dist. No.5, Keene, Essex Co. Nov. 2\J, 
30. llist. No. 6, in Warren Co., where Ern. Tyrel 
and Whitney may appoint, Dec. 6, i, 1873. '.rhe 
general quarterly meetinj! will be held in connectiOn 
with the last named district meeting. We dedre to 
see a general attendance of the friends in that sec­
tion of the Conference, and as many from other 
parts as can consistently attend. 

P. Z. KINNE, Pres 

No PROVIDENCE preventin~ thHe will be a monthly 
meeting held with the church in Cornville, Maine, 
commencing 6 30 Friday evening, and holding over 
Sabbath and first·day, Dec. 20, 21. We hope all 
will make an effort to attend. 

J. B. GooDRICH 

IN connection with a. general quarterly meetmg 
with the church of Alto, Indiana, Sabbath. and first-
day, Nov. 22, 23, 1873. WM. CovERT 

THERE will be a quarterly meetin~t of the T. and 
l\1. Society for the lOth l\Iichigan District held in 
eonnection with the church quarterly meeting to be 
:held at 1\Iemphis, Nov. 22 and 2il. There is im­
portant business to come before this meeting. Let 
tbe churches in this district be well represented; 
also, be prepared to send their quarterly reports to 
me, at least one week before this meeting, to Mem­
phis, :mch. 

I will meet with the church at Almont, Dec 6, 7, to 
orgat.ize a. T. and 1\I. Society in that church. 

R. ~IcCoNNELL, Director. 

QuARTERLY meeting for Sand Prairie Church, Wis., 
~abbath and first-day, Nov. 2\J and 30. 

Sister churches are invited. 
Tno~rAs DEmioN, Glcrlc. 

QuARTERLY meeting at Appleton, Licking Co., 
'.lhio, Nov. 20, 1873. WM. F. CRous, Elder. 

THERE will be a. quarterly meeting of the T. anLI 
~\[. Society for District No. 0, J\licbigan, held at 
Vassar, Tuscola Co., Nov. 23, at 11 A.M. All mem­
bers are requested to report. 

J. L. MILLER, Director. 

THE next quarterly meetin;( for Allegan Co., Mich., 
will be held at Otsego, Dec. 6 and 7. The quarterly 
meeting of the T. and J\L Society, Dist. ~o. 4, will 
be held in connection with this meeting. 

J. L. RunrERY, JJirector. 

~ tpa rtmtnt. 
Not 8lothful in Business. Rom.12: 11. 

Special Notice to Subsm•ibers. 

A blue crosH un the margin of your paper signifies that your subscrip­
)U will expire with two more uullilJers. Areu~wal i:l earnestly solicited. 

RECEIPTS 

FJr Review and Herald. 

Annexed to each receipt in the following list, is the Volume and 
Number of the REVIEW &; HERALD TO which the money receive< 

11ays-which should correspond with the Numbers on the l'asters. I! 
•noney to the pop.er is not in dae time aoknowledged, immediate notice 
nf the omission sllould then be given. 

$2.00 EACH. Charles Anelelfingcr 44-23, Thomas 
Hickersen45-l, C P Gleason 44-:.W, John Fullmer 44-
~3, George II Hall 44-:!3, Lucy l\Iott 44-21, Philip A 
Henry H-23, J\Iary Stimpson 44-23, G M llowen 44-
~:), J A Williams 44-2:l, C W Armstrong 44-22, J G 
Walston 44-2-±, Rebecca Ake 4;).1, L 0 Stowell44-20, 
l\lrs Olive n Oaks 4!-23, Albert Tielden 44-23, Rufus 
Baker 45-1, Milton Southwick 4!-23. 

$1.00 EACH. Seurs Sherwood 4-±-2a, l\Iary Parsons 
-14-4, Horatio Flower 44-1, John Brigham 43-23, 
Mary Irons 4il-2l, A Hopkins 4!-1, A F Stoner 44-1, 
D Bennett 44-'.lil, l\Irs .Maria Streeter 44-23, .John 
Wart 43-19, G W Sheldon 4-±·1, J ll Ingalls 43-28, 
Peter Owens 44-G, P G Fernelius 43-23, Emma E 
Sprague 43-23, l\Irs E l\I Pierce 4:3-23. 

J\IrscELLANEous. l\Iary Church 50c 43-14, Mary 
E Caviness 50c 43-14, Wm J\Ierrell50c 43-10, H E 
~lartin iiOc 43-10, W m L Lemon 50c 40-14, Joseph 
Yates 75c 42-21, T l\1 Steward 50c 42-22. 

Cash Received on Account. 

C H 13liss $10.00, Wm S Ingraham 20.00, N Orcutt 
1.00, Wm Covert 50c. As:1 Kelsey 1.50, Wis. Delin­
quenlFund 125.00, S N Haskell 450.00. 

Share in Publishing Association, 

E M Crandall $10,00. 

Donations to S. D. A .• P. A.ssocia:i.on. 

Horatio Flowers $2 00, .John Fullmer 1 0.00, John 
B Carpenter 1\.00. 

General Confl,rencc Etnul. 

R A Jeffries (Mo. and Kas. 'l'ent) $1.00, Ind. Conf. 
:.lGU.OO. 

Foreign Misslona'l'y Ftmd. 

Thank Offering, M l\I, $2 00. 

Wa.tch Smtt by E.x:pres.9. 

Oeo Drew !Iealdsburg Sonoma Cu. Cal.,_$20 00. 

Books Sent by Mail. 

N Robinson nc, R Green wood 25c, ~hry Parsons 
80c, J\1:1rtba W Steere 2'"Jc, Jesse Rosa $1.75. J t> Fos­
ter 35c, D L Hazen 20c, John W Price lOc, W H Ken­
nedy 25e, lletsey Landon 60c, 1'homas Brown 2 00, 
George W Rogers 3.50, i\1 Wood 1.00, Mary May 25c, 
L J Sherrod 3.50, B L Bi~by 60e, Edwin Church 75e, 
,\I Wood 25c, J N WilkinHon 25c, Mason Allen 1.10, 
.J II .January 90c, .hmes Youll1 25, A A John 20c, D 
~1 Canright 26c, E E Sanford 25c, Dan Clay 2::\c, Ben­
ton Haynes 25c, W P Andrews 2iic, J R Ehnchard 
15c. 

Books Sent by EaJpress. 

ll II l\Ielindey, Florence Hights, N. J., $5.00, 
Sarah l\1 Chilson, Pokagon, Cass Co., l\Iicb., $2.88, 
ll W Decker, Broadhead, Wisconsin, $5.00. 

Books Sent 1Jy F1·eigllt. 

0 H Pratt, Monroe, Wis., $51.25. 

S. D. A.. Educational Society. 

$100.00 EACH. Cha.s. Comings, Jacob Bowers. 
$75.00 EACH. l\1. J_ Eartholf & wife. 
$60.00 EACH. H. Hilliard, A. D. Love, OliYer 

J\Iears, Geo. Smith. 
$30.00 EACH. Noah Carahoof & wife. 
$25.00 EACH. Geo. I. Butler, .Mary Briggs, Isaac 

Zirkle, Chas. Duck, Sarah Bowers, A. F. Oxley. 
$:W.OO EACH. Fanny Glascock. 
$15 00 EACH. S,lrah GuisengH, Wm. Patterson. 
$10.00 EACH. Geo. Samson, David Alway, Ann, 

Cox, Annie 1\asmussen, Geu. H. Hall, D. S. Plum. 
Ann11. Plum, Elbridge Green, Rufus Bal,er, A friend 
in Ohio, Dora F. Rowe. :"'l. A. Ch~mberlain, 1. S 
Gregory, I'. F. Ferciot, Mary Glaecock, Sarah Glas­
cock. 

$7.00 :EACU. F Greenman. 
$5.00 EACH. C. Fleming, Addie K Welch, E. C. 

Hoxie, Eliz<t.beth Zirkle, Sarah Rowe, l\Iary Borden, 
W. R. H. Avery. 

$2.00 EACH. Mary Bowen, EM Chamberlain. 
$1.00 EACH. Mary P11rson, V. & Ettie Rowe, 

Elizabeth Hutchins, Alta Waggoner, l\1. J. Clarke. 
We EACH. M Arnold. 

~Itt ~tl1itw au4 "traltl. 
TERMS: 

One year in advance ................................................... $2.00. 
" " " " when paid by Tract Societies, or 

!1y individuals, for the poor, or to other persons on trial. .••.. l.OO. 
Address, REVIEW & HERALD, BATTLlii Cuu, MICH. 

Books, Pamphlets, Traets, &o., 
ISSUED BY TIIK SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST PUBLISHING 

ASSOCIATION, AND FOR BALD AT THIB OFFICE. 

Hymn Book. 320 pp. Hymns, 96 pp. Music. $1.00. 

The History of the SnlJbath and First Day of tlte \fe~k. 
By J. N. Andrews. Enlarged. 1\~~ pp. $ 1.25. 

Thoughts on Daniel, By U. Smith, $1.00. Con­
densed paper edition, 35 cts. 

Thoughts on the Revelation. By U. Smith. $1.00. 

The Nature and Destiny of Uan. By U. Smith. 
384 pp. $1.00. Paper 40 cts. 

The Constitutional Ammdment: or, The Sunday, The 
Sabbath, The Change, and '!'he Restitution. A Dis­
cussion between W. li. Littlfjobn and the editor of 
the Christian Statesman. Bound, $1.00. Paper, 40 
cts. 'First Part, 10 cts. 

Life Inddents, in connection with tho great Advent 
Movement. By Eld. James White. 373 pp., $I.CO. 

The Spirit of Propheey, Vol. I. By Ellen G. White; 
416 pp. Vol. II, will be ready soon. Each $1.00. 

Autobiography of Eld. Jos. Bates. 318 pp. $1.00. 
Sabbath :Readings; for Youth and Children. 400 

pp., 60 cts. The same in five pamphlets, 50 cts. 
Appeal to Youth; Addrees at the Funeral of Henry 

N. White. Muslin, 40 cts. Paper covers, 10 ct~. 

The Game of Life (iliuEtuted ), Satan pl!>.ying with 
man for his soul. In board, 50 cts.; in paper, 30 cts. 

Hymns und Spiritual Songs for Camp-meetings and 
other Religiou9 G>1therings. Compiled by Elder 
James White. HHi pp. Bound 50 cts., paper 25 cts. 

Appeal to Working nlen, etc. By Eld. Jas. White. 
172 pp. Bound, 40 cts., pa.per, 26 cts. 

The United States in Prollhccy, By U. Smith. Bound, 
40 cts., paper, 20 ct~. 

The Advent Keepsak~. Muslin, 25 ots; gilt, 40 cts. 
A Soir,mu Appeal relative to Solit.ary Vice, etc., edit­

ed by Eld. Jas. White. 1\luslin, 50 ots.; paper, 30 cts, 

J•rogressive Bible Lessons for thildren. Dy G. H. 
Bell. 228 pp. Bound, 35 cts., paper covers, 25 cts. 

Sermons on the Sabbath and Law; embracing an 
outline of the Biblical and Secular History of the 
Sabbath for 6000 years. By J. N. Anurews. 23 eta. 

Discnsbion on the Sabbutll Question, between Elds, 
Lane and Barnaby. 25 cts. 

History of the Doctrine of the Immortality of tho 
Soul. By D. M. Canright. 25 cts. 

The State of the Dead. U. Smith. 224 pp. 21\ cts. 

Our Faith and Hope, No. 1. Sermolij! on the Mil­
lennium, Second Advent, the Kingdom, the Judgment, 
the Time, the Sanctuary, and Saving Faith. No.2 
will ba ready soon. 20 eta. each. 

Refutation of the Age to tome. By J. H. Waggon­
er. 20 cts. 

The Atonement, By J. H. Waggoner. 20 cts. 

The Nntare and Tendent~y of Modern Spiritualism. 
By J. H. Waggoner. 20 eta. 

The Bible from Beaven; a Dissertation. 20 cts. 

Review of Objections to the Visions. 20 cts. 

Dlsenssion on the Sabbath QnestiGn, between Elds. 
Grant. and Cornell 20 eta. 

The Destiny of the Witke1l. By U. Smith. 15 cts. 
The COillJllete T~stimony of the Fntht•rs concerning 

the Sabbath and First Day. By J. N. Andrews. 15c. 
'fhe ~linistration of Angels: and the Origin, History, 

and Destiny, of Satan. By D. l\L Canright. 15 cts 
The Three Messages of Rev. u, and the Two-Horned 

Beast. By J. N Andrews. 15 cts. 
The Resurrection. of the Unjust; a Vindication of the 

Doctrine. By J. H Waggoner. 15 cts. 
Tile Saints' Inll~ritnnce, or, The Earth made New. 

By.). N. Lougliborougb. 10 cts. 
The Sant'tuary and Twenty-three Hundred Days. 

By .J. N. Audrews. 10 cts. 
Sundav S2veuth-day. A Refutation of Mead, J en­

ning~, Akers 1tnd Fuller. Bv J. N. Andrews. 10 cte. 
'file S~Hnth Part of 'l'ime; ·a Sermou on the Sabbath 

Question. By W. H. Littlejohn. 10 cts. 
The Trnth found; The Sabbath • .Dy J. H. Wag· 

goner. 10 ci~. 
nrown's Review of Gilllllan on the Babbath. 10 cts. 
Vindication of the True Sabbotlt, l\Iot ton. 10 cts. 
The Date of the Seventy Weeks of hn, 9. estab-

lished. By J. N. Andrews. 10 cts. 
The Seven Trumpets ot Rev. 8 and 9. 10 cts. 
Mattb.ew 'l'wenty-J<onr. By James White. 10 cts. 
Po~ition &. Wot·k. of the 'i'rne People of God under 

the Thirtl Anl!el'R iVIessag:e. LittlPjohn. 10 ots. 
The Hope of the (;ostlel: What it Is, anu When it 

will be Consummated. By J. N. Loughborough. 
80 pp. 10 cts 

An Appeal to the Baptists, from the Seventh-day Bap­
tists, for the Restoration of the Bible Sabbath. 10 cts. 

lllllton on th~J State of the Dead. 5 cts. 
Four-cent Trads: The Two Covenants.-The Law 

and the Gospel-The Seventh Part of Time-Who 
Changed the Sabbath ?-Celestial Railroad-Samuel 
and the Witch of Endor-The Ten Commandments 
not Abolished-Aildress to the Baptists-The Pres­
ent Truth. 

Three-Cent Tracts: The Kingdom- The Lost-Time 
Question- Spintualism a Satanic Delusion- In­
fidel Cavils Considered-The End of the Wicked­
Much in Little-Scripture References. 

Two·C<>nl Trads: The Sufferings of Christ-Seven 
Reasons for Sunday-Keeping Examined--Sabbath by 
Elihu-The Rich Man and L~tzn.rus-Argument on 
Sabbat.on-Clerical Slander-Departing and Being 
with Ch:ist-Fundamental Principles of S. D. Ad· 
ventists.-The Millennium-The Second Advent­
Definite Seventh Day. 

One-<:ent Traets: Appeal on Immortalily·-Brief 
'J'houghts on Immortality-Thooghts for the Ca.:ldid­
Sign of thl) Da.v of God-The 'l'wo Laws-Geology and 
the Bible-The Perfection of the Ten Commandments 
-The Coming of the Lord-Without Excuse­
GJd's An~wers, anJ Which Day. 

()JI!RT."': The Prophetie and Law of God Charts 
painted and mounted, su(lh as are used by our 
preachers, each $1.1\0. 

I@'" The two Charts, on cloth, unpainted, by 
mail, with. Key, without rollers, $2.50. 

The Way of Life. This is an Allegorical Pictu;-e, 
showing the Way of Life and S>1lvation through Jesus 
Christ from Paradise Lost to Paradise Restored. B:v 
Eld. M.G. Kellogg. 'l'he size of this instructive and 
beautiful Picture is 19x24 inches. Price, post-paid, $1.00. 
~The ARsociation also publishes the Advent Tiden­

de, a 32-page monthiy magazine in Danish, at $1.00 per 
year, and several of the abovc-~amed works in the Dan­
ish, French, German and Holland languages. 
~Any of the abo>e-named works sent anywhere in 

the United States, post.paid, on receipt of price. 
***Address REYIEW li HERALD, 

BATTLB CuEK, Mxoa. 
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