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“Here is the patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.
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“FORWARD .

‘“ Syeak unto the children of Israel that they go for-
avard.”

Forwaxp ! be our watchword,
Steps and voices joined ;
Seek the things before us,
Not a look behind ;
Burns the fiery pillar
At our army’s head,
‘Who shall dream of shrinking,
By Jehovah led !
Forward through the desert,
Through the toil and fight :
Jordan flows before us,
Zion beams with light !

Forward, when in childhood
Buds the infant mind ;
All through youth and manhood
Not a thought behind,
Speed through realms of nature,
Climb the steps of grace ;
Faint not, till around us
Gleams the Father’s face.
Forward all the lifetime,
Climb from hight to hight,
Till the head be hoary,
Till the eve be light.

Forward, flock of Jesus,
Salt of all the earth ;
Till each yearning purpose
Spring to glorious birth ;
Sick, they ask for healing,
Blind, they grope for day ;
Pour upon the nations
Wisdom’s loving ray.
Forward out of error,
Leave behind the night ;
Forward through the darkness,
Forward into light !

Glories upon glories
Hath our God prepared,
By the souls that love him
One day to be shared ;
Eye hath not beheld them,
Ear hath never heard,
Nor of these hath uttered
Thought or speech or word.
Forward, marching eastward
‘Where the heaven is bright;
Till the veil is lifted,
Till our faith be sight.

Far o’er yon horizon
Rise the city towers,
‘Where our God abideth,—
That fair home is ours ;
Flash the streets with jasper,
Shine the gates with gold,
Flows the gladdening river,
Shedding joys untold.
Thither, onward thither,
In Jehovah’s might !
Pilgrims, to your country,
Forward into light. .
—8el.

THOUGHTS ON PROPHECY,

And the Immediate Coming of Christ, and the
Inconsistencies of the Opposition Exposed.

BY ELD. D. T. BOURDEAU.

Taken mainly from the summing-up Speech by Eld.
Bourdeaw in a French Discussion between himself
and Eld, Auger, held at St. Anne, 1U., on ‘the
evenings of July 5-9, 1874,

1. Possibility and importance of un-
derstanding the prophecies.

1. The prophecies are a part of the rev-
elation of God to man, and Moses affirms
that “the secret things belong unto the Lord
our God; but those things which are re-
vealed belong unto us and to our children
forever.” Deut. 29:29,

2. They form an important part of those
Seriptures which St. Paul declares to be
“profitable ” (2 Tim. 8:16), and which
can therefore be understood.

3. As history given in advance, they (es-
pecially those fulfilling in our day ) furnish
& stronger evidence in favor of the divine
origin of the Scriptures than miracles per-

formed in Bible times; for, to substan-

tiate miracles performed in past ages, we
simply have the written testimony, where-
as in favor of prophecy fulfilling in our
times, we have besides the written testimo-
ny our own senses to seize the events meet-
ing the prophecy; and thus prophecy is
made a living miracle, whereby God is
made especially near to us, and speaks to us
as it were face to face.

4. They are not dark sayings, but are
compared to a candle which shines in a
dark place. 2 Pet. 1:19. As such, they
show us our whereabouts and our dangers;
and certainly we would not refuse a light
in a dark night; neither should we retuse
the light of prophecy.

5. Christ and Peter command and ex-
hort us to pay attention to and be mindful
of the prophecies. Matt. 24:15; 2 Pet. 3: 2.

6. According to the English translation,
the Holy One of Israel, our Maker, com-
mands us to ask and command him con-
cerning things to come, Isa. 43:11, as
though it was our privilege to understand
them.

7. Accordingly, ancient prophets, as ex-
amples of the church, prayed, wept, and
fasted, to get an insight into future events.
Dan. 9:3; Rev. 5: 4, etc.

8. A blessing is pronounced on those who
read and on those who hear what is said to
be the most difficult portions of prophecy ;
Rev. 1:3; but none can be blessed in reading
the prophecies or in hearing them read, un-
less they can be understood.

9. Without the prophecies it would be
difficult to prove that Christ is the Messiah,
and Christ and the apostles frequently ap-
pealed to the prophecies to establish this
doctrine. . :

10, Prophecy is the burden of at least
twenty books of the Bible, besides being
interspersed in nearly every other book ot
Holy Writ; so that were the prophecies ex-
cluded from the Scriptures, we would be
left with a sieve-like Bible much smaller
than our present Bible. This would be tak-
ing away from the words of this blessed
book. Rev 22:19. Yet this is virtually
done by saying that the prophecies are
forbidden ground, and cannot be under-
stood.

11. They are very firm, 2 Pet. 1 :19, and
therefore we can depend upon them.

12. They are practical, showing the du-
ties of men in different ages of the world.
Rev. 1:3; 22:10, 14, and consequently it
is highly necessary to comprehend them.

13. We see the importance that God at-
taches to them in the scriptural fact that
“surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
he revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets.” Amos 3:7.

14. At the time of the end, or at the
time determined, knowledge was to in-
crease on the prophecies, Dan. 12, and the
seal which had been placed on some of the
prophecies was to be removed by the trans-
piring of events fulfilling them. Rev. 10.

II. On precision or positiveness.

Although we are forbidden to be positive
as to the day and hour of Christ’s second
coming, yet,

1. We may be positive as to the meaning
of prophecies relating to Christ's coming
when those prophecies are either fulfilled or
fulfilling ; otherwise such prophecies were
written in vain, unless for the purpose of
puzzling men’s brains,

2. It is necessary to be positive in re-
gard to God’s prophetic word at the close
of each dispensation and when solemn and
important events, involving the ruin or
salvation of men, according as they relate
themselves to them, are about to transpire ;
as, for example, before the flood, before the
destruction of the cities of the plain, be-
fore the first and second destructions of
Jerusalem, before Christ’s first and second
advents. If God now deals with men as
he has in past ages, he certainly will give
them through his word means of determin-
ing when the coming of Christ is impend-
ing.
%. The Scriptures teach plainly that a
message relative to the proximity of the

Judgment and the coming of Christ shall
be proclaimed by the church living at the
close of this dispensation; Rev. 14:6; 10;
Matt. 25; but such a message can never
be heralded, and consequently the script-
ures foretelling its proclamation are spu-
rivus if it be true that the church may
never be positive in regard to the near com-
ing of Christ. Then men are at full liberty
to reject the closing portions of all those
long chains of prophecy that bring us to
the end of the gospel age. They may also
repudiate all those isolated and short
prophecies that are thrown in to indicate
the approach of the day of God. Then
the unfaithful servant who smites or op-
poses those who proclaim the coming of
Christ near, Matt. 24, needs no censure from
his Lord; and the mockers who were to
arise in the last days, 2 Pet. 3:3, 4, say-
ing, “ Where is the promise of his coming ?
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning,”
should mock on; for no one ecan know any-
thing about the nearness of Christ's com-
:iélg, ag there are no changes to indicate it.
ut,

4. When the great signs of the coming
of Christ in the sun, moon, and stars, have
appeared, we are commanded to ‘know
that the Son of man [French translation]
is near, even at the doors.” Matt. 24. and
we may also then know that we have
reached the last generation, with the same
certainty that we know that summer is
nigh when the trees put forth their leaves
in the spring.

5. It was the precision and positiveness
of Noah and his family that proved their
salvation, because it was connected with
faith in God’s prophetic word which led
to & reform and to good works; while a
lack of precision on the part of those who
rejected Noah’s preaching, based on God’s
word, led to unbelief and ruin. It was so
at Christ’s first coming; and will be the
same at the time of his second coming.
Luke 18:8. Indefiniteness as to the near-
ness of Christ’s coming, when that coming
is impending, excludes the use that is made
in the prophecies of the swift approaching
day of God as a strong incentive to repent-
ance and holy living, and as a means of
testing the genuineness of the love of the
church for her returning Lord; for if we
love the Lord, we shall long to see him. It
is therefore as necessary to preach the im-
mediate coming of Christ in our day, if
the special signs of his coming have ap-
peared, as it was to preach the approach of
the deluge in the days of Noah, or to pro-
claim the coming of the Messiah in the
time of John the Baptist.

y IIL Evidences of Christ’s soon coming.

1. The gospel has been preached in all
the world as a witness to all nations, and
the end may be expected. Matt. 24:14.
Historical authorities: J. O. Choules, au-
thor of the greatest work ever published
on missions, and Mr. James, agent of the
American Bible Society.

2. The special signs of Christ’s coming
in the sun, moon, and stars, have appeared.
They occurred immediately after the tribu-
lation of the church by her persecutors, and
we may know that Christ is near,even at the
doors ; and it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass than for the words of Christ on this
point to fail. Matt. 24:35. The sun was
supernaturally darkened May 19, 1780,
and the night following, the moon refused
to give her light; and the night of No-
vember 13, 1833, witnessed by far the
greatest display of falling stars or meteors
that has ever visited our earth. My au-
thorities are President Dwight, in Ct. Hist.
Collections, Tract No. 8379 of Am, Tract
Society, Noah Webster, Prof. Olmstead, the
famous meteorologist, and Mr. Smith, as-
tronomer of New York city, ete.

3. In following the prophecy of the sev-
en seals, we arrive at the same signs under
the sixth seal, and reach the same inevit-
able conclusions. Rev. 6; 7:1.

4. In pursuing the interesting prophecy
of the seven trumpets, we see that the

sixth trumpet closed by the fall of the Ot-
toman Empire in passing into the hands of
the allied powers of Europe in 1840, and
that just at that time a message on time,
connected with the finishing up of the
work of the gospel, was going by sea and
by land agreeably to the prophecy of Rev.
10, thrown in between the sixth and sev-
enth trumpets. Rev. 7-11.

5. We have reached the end of all pro-
phetic periods, the longest of which, the
2300 days, or years, ended in 1844, when
Christ entered upon the closing work of
his priesthood in the sanctuary in Heaven,
preparatory to his coming to earth. Dan.
8:14.

6. The man of sin, papacy, has arisen,
has had his prosperous, but cruel and au-
dacious, reign of 1260 years over the na-
tions; he has lost his civil dominion; the
end is right upon us; and the caution of
Paul to not look for Christ is removed. 2
Thess. 2; Dan. 7:25, 26.

7. In fulfillment of prophecy, the foul
and degrading delusion of modern spirit-
ualism 18 performing its wonders and doing
its work of destruction, while the chureh
are looking for Christ, who is about te
come as a thief. Isa. 8:17-20; Matt. 24:
24; 2 Thess. 2:8-12; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim.
3:6-9; Rev. 16:13-15.

8. And finally, the three advent mes-
sages of Rev. 4 are going forth. The last
of these is developing a people keeping all
God’s commandments, and its proclamation
is to be immediately followed by the un-’
mingled wrath of God, and the appearing
of the Son of man on the white cloud.
This synopsis might be greatly extended.

IV, Literality of the signs in the sun,
moon, and stars.

It has been claimed that these signs are
figurative, representing the corrupting and
darkening influence of error, the fall of the
church, or the fall of large and small powers
of earth, As the work of corrupting the
truth commenced in the apostolic age and
continued for ages, and as the church apos-
tatized in departing from the truth, and
earthly powers fell in the first century and
onward, this application would give the
world the signs of the immediate coming
of Christ more then seventeen hundred
years ago! thus deceiving the world for
ages!!

Our reasons for believing these signs to
be literal are briefly as follows :—

1. They are given in a literal prophecy
in connection with the literal coming of
Christ and the literal scenes associated
with that event.

2. They have been given literally in the
past, and why may they not be given again
literally?  When the judgments of God
were falling on the hardened Egyptians,
the sun, mqon, and stars, did not shine for
three days; and when Christ hung upon
the cross, the sun was darkened and the
earth was robed in gloom, fitly prefiguring
the sorrow and misery awaiting those who
receive not Christ as their Saviour. A
star led the wise men to the infant Saviour
at his first advent. How proper then to
have these signs appear literally before the
second coming of Christ and the ushering
in of the day of wrath!

3. John, in the subject of the seals,
which was presented to him in A. D. 96,
26 years after the destruction of Jerusalem,
represents the signs as to take place in
close connection with the coming of Christ
and the day of wrath; and the manner in
which he describes the stars as falling “as
a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when
she is shaken of a mighty wind”—answers
completely to the manner in which the
stars fell in 1833, proving conclusively the
literality of the signs. Read also Joel 2:
30; Luke 21:25.

The signs have been fulfilled literally at
the very time specified by the Saviour,
immediately after the tribulation of the
elect. i
5. They made the very impression that
such signs should make; caused those who
feared God to seriously consider, and weres
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regarded as forcible evidence of the prox-
imity of the Judgment.

6. They are explained in a manner to
lead the reader to believe them to be figur-
ative.

7. As it would be absurd to make a lit-
eral application, when a figurative applica-
tion is intended (as in the case of Joseph’s
dream, concerning the sun, moon, and eleven
stars, that of the fourth trumpet, and that
of the symbolic woman of Rev. 12), so it
would be absurd to make a figurative ap-
plication when a literal one is intended.

8. And finally, in the case under consid-
eration, reason unites with Scripture in re-
quiring that the leading signs of so impor-
tant an invent be described literally, that
they relate to things which all can appre-
ciate, that they may serve as a key which
can be used in opening to other evidences,
and a firm basis on which to build a glori-
ous and harmonious system of truth, which
the most skeptical minds cannot fail to com-
prehend, if they will take pains to exam-
ne it with that candor that its importance
demands.

V. Objections against precision, ete.

OpJ. 1. The apostles wrote as though
Christ might come in the apostles’ days.

Axs. This objection not only represents
the inspired apostles as making wrong im-
pressions in their writings, but 1t is direct-
v opposed to the teachings of the apostles.
Paul strongly cautioned the church of his
time not to be deceived by spirit, by word,
or by letter, as that the day of Christ was
at hand. 2 Thess. 2.

OBJ. 2. No man can tell the day and
hour of Christ’s coming.

ANs. This does not prove that we may
not know when Christ is near, even at the
doors, or when we have reached the last
generation.

Ogy. 3. Christ will come to all as a thief,

Ans. If this objection is genuine, then
all will be lost; for a thief comes to de-
stroy. But it is to those who cry peace and
safety that Christ comes as a thief. The
watching, believing church are not in
darkness, that the day of the Lord should
overtake them as a thief. 1 Thess. 5:2;

lev. 3:3.

OBJ. 4. Christ says, “ Ye know not when
the time is.” Mark 13:33.

Axs. The time Christ here speaks of
is the “day and hour.” See previous verse.

OBJ. 5. The coming of the Lord will be
like the lightning. Matt. 24:27.

ANs. As the lightning that cometh out
of the east and shineth even unto the west,
so Christ is speaking of the publicity and
extent of his coming by way of opposing
those views which represent that coming
to take place in a secret manner. Read
previous verse.

OnJ. 6. Peter declares, “ One day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years as one day.” 2 Pet. 3:8.

ANs. Peter is writing to counteract the
intluence of the latter-day scoffers who
would say, “ Where is the promise of his
coming ?” and to inspire confidence in the
certainty of the Lord’s promise concerning
his coming. It is in regard to God’s
promises that a thousand years are with
the Lord as one day. That is, what God
has promised one thousand years ago will
be as surely fulfilled as though he had
promised it to-day.

OBy, 7. You were disappointed in 1844,
and may fail again. N

Axs.  The Jews who came out of Egypt
were disappointed when, instead of entering
into the land of Canaan three weeks after
the exode, they remained forty years in the
wilderness to be tempted. Was not the
Lord leading them? The disciples were
also greatly disappointed when their Lord
was crucitied. Was the message which
they had faithfully borne for over three
years a false message? There was to be a
tarrying time, and progressive -advance-
ment in the truth by the church, and many
prophecies were to be fulfilled in the dis-
appointment, to give still greater force to
the advent doctrine., Matt. 25:5; Heb.
10:835-39; Rev. 10.

Opr. 8. Why did not the apostles dwell
more upon these prophecies and upon the
prophetic periods ?

Axs. The apostles wrote quite largely
upon these prophecies as to be fulfilled in
the future from their day. They laid stress
on prophecies and times fulfilling in their
day. Christ commenced his preaching by
saying, “The time is fulﬁ]le(;).” Mark 1
15. He evidently referred to the sixty-
nine weeks reaching to Messiah the Prince.
Dan. 9. We should also lay special stress
upon the prophecies and periods fulfilling
in our times. Why was not a Noah raised

up to preach the flood in the days of Adam?
And why did not a special message go forth
on the immediate first advent of the Mes-
siah in the days of David ?

OrJ. 9. The important thing is to be
ready.

ANs. Yes; but to be ready we must
love Christ, and if we love Christ we shall
long to see him, and shall respect and
cheerfully welcome evidences of his speedy
return,

VI Inconsistencies of the opposition.

Truth is a unit, and those who defend it
can present a connected, consistent and
harmonious theory, while error is noted
for its zigzag course, and those who main-
tain it will naturally run into various in-
consistencies and contradictions.

For instance, those who oppose us on
the speedy return of Christ, will commence
their opposition by saying, “Christ may
come to-day, and he may not come for one
or two thousand years;” but before they
get through you will perhaps hear them
plead that the world must be converted
before the coming of Christ. If Christ
may come to-day, how can they be positive
that the world will be converted ? How
can they tell that Christ will not come in
this generation ? and why oppose us’

Again, sometimes our opponents will
claim that our points of difference consist
in non-essentials, yet they will make these
points essential in fiercely opposing our
views. But the worst feature of this
claim is that it bears directly against the
sacred Scriptures, and when made deliber-
ately and in the blazing light of truth, we
cannot regard it as being less than sacri-
lege. One of our points of difference is,
that we believe the prophecies may be un-
derstood, while many say that some proph-
ecies cannot be understood. Thus they
leave the impression that God undertook
to give a revelation to man, but failed by
putting into the Bible things that are not
and can never be a revelation to fallen
man. We claim it to be an important
duty to proclaim the immediate coming of
Christ in response to the many prophecies
which show that he is near, and that he
should be preached as such. But those
who oppose us say we should not engage
in such a work, and thereby they lower
and oppose the numerous scriptures which
enjoin this work on the church.

But in no one thing are the inconsisten-
cies of our opponents more apparent than
in their efforts to evade the force of the
signs in the sun, moon, and stars. Some
will take the position that these signs
given by the Saviour were fulfilled, as re-
corded by Josephus, just before the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and that the de-
struction of Jerusalem is the tribulation
spoken of in connection with the signs.
But the fallacy of such views is clearly
exposed by the followed facts:—

1. This makes the signs appear before
the tribulation, while Christ says, “Imme-
diately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall
fall from heaven.” Matt. 24 :29,

2. Josephus speaks of no such signs, but
speaks of ‘signs very unlike these; as the
sword hanging over Jerusalem, the gates
of Jerusalem being opened without hand,
and the man walking around the doomed
city for days, crying, “ Woe to this city,”
and finally saying, “ Woe to me,” when a
stone fell upon him, and he died. But,

3. The tribulation itself cannot refer to
the destruction of Jerusalem, for, first,
It was to be the greatest that had been
“since the beginning of the world” But
the destruction of the world by a flood
was a far greater tribulation than the de-
struction of Jerusalem. Secondly, The
days of the tribulation were to be short-
ened for the elect’s sake, and except those
days should be shortened there should no
flesh (of the elect understood) be saved,
But hundreds of churches of the elect out-
side of the land of Judea, in other parts of
Asia, in Europe, and Africa, would have
been saved if every soul in Judea had per-
ished. How natural and easy the applica-
tion of the tribulation to the sufferings of
the church under heathen and papal per-
secutions, and to have the literal signs ap-
pear immediately after that tribulation,
according to facts in history. This tribu-
lation was indeed the greatest that the
church had experienced, or that they ever
would pass through.

And no less futile are the appeals of so-
called leained men to science to counteract
the force of the signs. To illustrate : Some

with quite a show of learning will affirm |-

the unusual darkness of the night follow-
ing, were the result of an eclipse. But in
tracing eclipses back by astronomy, you
have to halt this side of the dark day or
beyond that day to find an eclipse. It
could not be an eclipse caused by the
moon, for an eclipse of the sun as caused
by the moon can take place only at new
moon ; but that darkness occurred at
about the time of full moon ; so that men
of science affirm that “the causes of these
phenomena are unknown. They certainly
vere not the result of eclipses.” “For
which no satisfactory cause has been as-
signed.”—Robert Sears’ Guide to Knowl-
edge. Noah Webster, in New Huven Daily
Herald.

Astronomy is also too much for our op-
ponents on the falling stars; for it meets
them by saying of the meteoric display of
November 13, 1833, “The greatest mete-
oric display ever known.” “We now
come to by far the most splendid display
on record. . . . In many districts the mass
of the population were horror-struck, and
the more enlightened were awed at con-
templating so vivid a picture of the apoc-
alyptic image—that of the stars of heaven
falling to the earth, even as a fig-tree cast-
ing her untimely figs, when she is shaken
of a mighty wind.”—A4sa Smith's dstron-
omy, p. 23.

The fact that these displays are periodi-
cal does not lessen the force of this won-
derful exhibition. Tt is not to be expected
that Jehovah shall lay aside the laws he
has established, and discard all natural
means in accomplishing his wonders to ful-
till the prophetic word. Not long since,
a preacher I opposing us on this point
said: “Our earth in its circuit around the
sun passes through two belts of gases at
different points, and it passes through
these gases with such velocity that it 1ig-
nites them, and the result is falling stars.”
But the question still recurs, Why was
there such a wondexful display in 183317
Did the earth go faster through one of the
belts that year? or did God add more gas
for the occasion? The hand of God was
in that sign.

Our views on this subject being reason-
able and scriptural, what is the nature of
the opposition? I do not now speak of
man’s motives and of the amount of light
our opponents have. I leave these points
between them and the Judge of all, who
tries the reins and the hearts, and will
bring every work into Judgment, with ev-
ery secret thing. Our message being a
Bible message, we are shut up to the fol-
lowing conclusions :—

1. The opposition is a war against God
and his word.

2. It tends to calm the people in unbe-
lief, so that they will not discern the signs
of the times, and that the great day of God
shall overtake them as a thief.

3. It encourages those who mock at the
idea of Christ’s immediate coming to mock
on,

4. It encourages men to act as the mass-
es acted in the days of Noah.

5. It destroys in the minds of those who
maintain it the strong motive to repent-
ance, that is based on the fact that “the
great day of the Lord is near and hasteth
greatly.” Zeph. 1:14; 2:1-3; Joel 2: 1.

6. It grieves those who long to see
Christ and faithfully proclaim his coming,
and adds to their alveady arduous task of
preaching unpopular truth.

7. And, finally, it unqualifies the masses
to be in a state of readiness to exclaim at
the revelation of Jesus from Heaven, “ Lo,
this is our God ; we have waited for him,
and he will save us.” Isa. 25:9.

Dear reader, I beseech you in the name
of Christ to be on the safe side.

WHEN I think of many a poor, hard-work-
ing man, toiling from morning to night all
the year round for a wretched subsistence,
ground down by dire poverty, with neither
the opportunity nor the inclination for
mental improvement, whose whole sum of
knowledge is comprehended in being able
to spell out with difficulty the plainest
parts of the Bible; when I think of such
persons, I thank God that it is only neces-
sary to touch the hem of Christ's garment
in order to be saved ; that one or two sim-
ple gospel truths—such as, “Christ came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance, “ Come to me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest,” are sufficient, by the blessing of the
Spirit, to save and comfort the soul.

WE a,ccountAthe Scriptures of God to be

that the dark day of May 19, 1780, and | the most sublime philosophy.

Let Him Alome.

THERE, before the Saviour’s gaze of tears,
lay a city, splendid apparently and in peace,
and destined to enjoy another half century
of existence. And the day was a common
day ; the hour a common hour; no thun-
der was throbbing in the blue, unclouded
sky: mno deep voices of departing deities
were rolling through the golden doors : and
yet,—soundless to mortal ears in the unrip-
pled air of eternity—the knell of her des-
tiny had begun to toll: and, in the voice-
less dialect of heaven, the fiat of her doom
had been pronounced: and in the realm
which knoweth and needeth not any light
save the light of God, the sun of her moral
existence had gone down while it was yet
day. Were her means of grace over? No,
not yet. Was her temple closed? No,
not yet. Were her services impossible ?
No, not yet. The white-robed Levites still
thronged her courts; the singers still made
the heavens ring with their passionate lit-
anies and silver psalms; the high priest
yet sprinkled, year by year, the gold of the
holiest altar with the blood of unavailing
sacrifice. No change in her was visible to
mortal eyes. And yet for her, from this mc-
ment even until the end, the accepted time
was over, the appointed crisis past—the
day of salvation had set into lrrevocable
night. It was with her as it was with the
barren fig-tree, on which, next day, the
Lord pronounced his doom. The leaf of
her natural life was still glossy green; the
sun still shone on her; the rain fell;
the dew stole down; but the fruit would
grow on her no more, and therefore the fire
was kindled for the burning, the ax up-
lifted, which would crash on the encum-
bering trunk.

She was not spared for her beauty ;
she was not forgiven for her fame. And
if it were so with the favored city, may
it not be so with thee, and thee, and
me ? What shall the reeds of the desert
do, if even the eedar be shattered at a blow ?
Yes; the lesson of the tears of Jesus over
Jerusalem as she gleamed before him in
the vernal sunshine, a gem upon her crown
of hills, is this: and oh!may we all have
grace tolearn it now-—learn it even in this
solemn week : that as for her, so for us,
there may be a too-late; the door may be
shut without a sound; the doom sealed
without a sight; life may be over before
death comes. It is not —(oh! mark this)
it is not that God loses his merey, but that
we lose our capacity for accepting it: it is
not that God turneth away from us, but
that we have utterly paralyzed our own
power of turning back to him. And then
the voice sighs forth with unutterable sad-
ness, “ Ephraim is joined to his idols, let
him alone.” Let him alons, O preacher,
for he hates the words of truth ! Let him
alone, O Word of God, for he hath set his
face as a flint against thee; let him alone,
O conscience, for he is bent on murderin
thee ; his sins have become not willful only
but willing ; he has chosen them,—let him
have them. He hasloved death more than
life, and lies rather than righteousness, and
vice more than virtue, and the world more
than Heaven, and the lusts of the flesh rath-
er than the law of God. And the Spirit of
God hath striven with him, and striven in
vain; all, all hath been in vain: let him
alone ; let him eat of the fruits of his own
works, and be filled with his own devices.
—Nel.

A Fine Sermon Spoiled.

Tur Christian, of Quiney, Illinois, re-
lates how cffectually a fine “effort” of &
smart young preacher was spoiled by an
unappreciating father in the ministry who
endured the discourse with much long-suf-
fering. The incident fairly illustrates the
modern practice of spiritualizing texts of
Scripture, and giving them a meaning for-
eign to that intended by the inspired writer.
Any judicious hearer is able to apply
privately the same method of cure, and no
opportunity of doing it should be neglected.

A young preacher—a graduate of one of
the theological schools of the country—
preached a very mice discourse from the
following words : “ Then, fearing lest they
should fall upon rocks, they cast four an-
chors out of the stern, and wished for the
day.” Acts 27: 20.

Said the young preacher, “The ship
represents the church. The four anchors
are faith, hope, love, and prayer. Chris-
tians are the crew. The sea represents the
great ocean of life. The storm that pre-
vailed is the trials to which we are inci-
dent here, and the island of Melita, where
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‘they all escaped safe to land,’ means Heav-
en.” The preacher dwelt with becoming
fervency on the importance of casting out
the anchors—faith, hope, love, and prayer,
the necessity of abiding in the ship in or-
der to be saved, and the consolation to be
found in the fact that not a hair of their
heads should be lwurt, but that they (the
members of the church) should all reach
the shore in safety. The preacher con-
cluded by asking one of our aged preachers,
whom he had invited into the pulpit out
of respect to his gray hairs, to close the
meeting with a few remarks. The old
brother arose, and, placing his hand on the
young theologians head, as if giving him a
phrenological examination, proceeded in
his plain, uneducated style, substantially as
follows :—

“ My young brother, you've preached us
a mighty pretty discourse to-day, but I'm
afeard you've made some awful mistakes.
You said that the ship meant the church.
If that’s so, we have n’t got no church now,
for the ship was all smashed to pieces and
destroyed. You also said that the four an-
chors were faith, hope, love, and prayer.
If that’s so, we han’t got any faith, hope,
love, and prayer, in the church, as they
have been cast out. And you said that
Christians are the crew. If that’s so, they
are a mighty blood-thirsty set, for they
wanted to kill Paul. You told us that the
island of Melita meant Heaven. Well if
that’s true, Heaven must be a mighty snaky
place, as one bit Paul as soon as he landed.”

It is stated as a historical fact that the
young preacher was never known to preach
that “pretty ” discourse again in all that
region of country.

The Temptation of Christ.

BY MRS E. G. WHITE.

(Continued. )

JEsUs did not condescend to explain to
his enemy how he was the Son of God,
and in what manner, as such, he was to act.
In an insulting, taunting manner Satan re-
ferred to the present weakness and the
unfavorable appearance of Clrist in con-
trast with his own strength and glory. He
taunted Christ that he was a poor repre-
sentative of the angels, much more of their
exalted Commander, the acknowledged
King in the royal courts. His present ap-
pearance indicated that he was forsaken of
God and man. He said if Christ was in-
deed the Son of God, the monarch of
Heaven, he had power equal with God,
and he could give him evidence by work-
ing a miracle, and changing the stone just
at his feet into bread, and relieve his hun-
ger. Satan promised that, if Christ would
do this, he would at once yield his claims
of superiority, and that the contest be-
tween himself and Christ should there be
forever ended.

Christ did not appear to notice the revil-
ing taunts of Satan. He was not provoked
to give him proofs of his power. He meek-
ly bore his insults without retaliation. The
words spoken from Heaven at his baptism
were very precious, evidencing to him that
his Father approved the steps he was tak-
ing in the plan of salvation as man’s sub-
stitute and surety. The opening heavens,
and descent of the heavenly dove, were as-
surances that his Father would unite his
power in Heaven with that of his Son upon
the earth, to rescue man from the control
of Satan, and that God accepted the effort
of Christ to link earth to Heaven, and fi-
nite man to the infinite.

These tokens, received from his Father,
were inexpressibly precious to the Son of
God through all his severe sufferings, and

terrible conflict with the rebel chief, And’

while enduring the test of God in the wil-
derness, and through his entire ministry,
he had nothing to do in convincing Satan
of his own power, and of his bemg the
Saviour of the world. Satan had sufficient
evidence of his exalted station. His un-
willingness to ascribe to Jesus the honor
due to him, and manifest submission as a
subordinate, ripened into rebellion against
God, and shut him out of Heaven.

It was not any part of the mission of
Christ to exercise his divine power for his
own benefit,torelieve himself fromsuffering
This he had volunteered to take upon him-
self. He bad condescended to take man’s
nature, and he was to suffer the inconven-
iences, and ills, and afflictions, of the hu-
man family. He was not to perform mir-
acles on his own account. He came to save
others. The object of his mission was to
bring blessings, and hope, and life, to the
afflicted and oppressed. He was to bear

the burdens and griefs of suffering human-
ity.

yAlthough Christ was suffering the keen-
est pangs of hunger, he withstood the
temptations. He repulsed Satan with
Secripture, the same he had given Moses in
the wilderness to repeat to rebellious Israel
when their diet was restricted, and they
were clamoring for flesh-meats, “ Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”
In this declaration, and also by his exam-
ple, Christ would show man that hunger
for temporal food was not the greatest ca-
lamity that could befall him. Satan flat-
tered our first parents that eating of the
fruit of the tree of life of which God had
forbidden them would bring to them great
good, and would insure them against death,
the very opposite of the truth which God
had declared to them. “But of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it; forin the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” If
Adam had been obedient, he would never
have known want, sorrow, nor death.

If the people who lived before the flood
had been obedient to the word of God, they
would have been preserved, and would not
have perished by the waters of the flood.
If the Israelites had been obedient to the
words of God, he would have bestowed up-
on them special blessings. But they fell
in consequence of the indulgence of appe-
tite and passion. They would not be obe-
dient to the words of God. Indulgence of
perverted appetite led them into numerous
and grievous sins. If they had made the
requirements of God their first considera-
tion, and their physical wants secondary,
in submission to God’s choice of proper
food for them, not one of them would have
fallen in the wilderness. They would have
been established in the goodly land of Ca-
naan a holy, healthy people, with not a
feeble one in all their tribes.

The Saviour of the world became sin for
the race. In becoming man’s substitute,
Christ did not manifest his power as the
Son of God. He ranked himself among
the sons of men. He was to bear the trial
of temptation as a man, in man’s behalf,
under the most trying circumstances, and
leave an example of faith and perfect trust
in his Heavenly Father. Christ knew that
his Father would supply him food when it
would gratify him to doso. He would not
in this severe ordeal, when hunger pressed
him beyond measure, prematurely diminish
one particle of the trial allotted to him by
exercising his divine power.

Fallen man, when brought into straight-
ened places, could not have the power to
work miracles on his own behalf to save
himself from pain or anguish, or to give
himself victory over his enemies. It was
the purpose of God to test and prove the
race, and give them an opportunity to de-
velop character by bringing them frequent-
ly into trying positions to test their faith
and confidence in his love and power. The
life of Christ was a perfect pattern. He
was ever, by his example and precept,
teaching man that God was his depend-
ence, and that in God should be his faith
and firm trust.

Christ knew that Satan was a Har from
the beginning, and it. required strong self-
control to listen to the propositions of this
insulting deceiver, and not instantly re-
buke his bold assumptions. Satan ex-
pected to provoke the Son of God to en-
gage in controversy with him; and he
hoped that thus, in his extreme weakness
and agony of spirit, he could obtain ad-
vantage over him. He designed to per-
vert the words of Christ and claim ad-
vantage, and call to his aid his fallen an-
gels to use their utmost power to prevail
against and overcome him,

The Saviour of the world had no con-
troversy with Satan; who was expelled
from Heaven because he was no longer
worthy of a place there. He who could
influence the angels of God against their
Supreme Ruler, and against his Son, their
loved commander, and enlist their sympa-
thy for himself, was capable of any decep-
tion. Four thousand years he had been
warring against the government of God,
and had lost none of his skill or power to
tempt and deceive.

Because man fallen could not overcome
Satan with his human strength, Christ
came from the royal courts of Heaven to
help him with his human and divine
strength combined. Christ knew that
Adam in Eden, with his superior advant-
ages, might have withstood the temptations
of Satan, and conquered him. He also
knew that it was not possible for man, out

of Eden, separated from the light and love
of God since the fall, to resist the tempta-
tions of Satan in his own strength. In or-
der to bring hope to man, and save him
from complete ruin, he humbled himself to
take man’s nature, that, with his divine
power combined with the human, he might
reach man where he is. He obtains for
the fallen sons and daughters of Adam
that strength which it is impossible for
them to gain for themselves, that in his
name they may overcome the temptations
of Satan.

The exalted Son of God in assuming
humanity draws himself nearer to man by
standing as the sinner’s substitute. He
identifies himself with the sufferings and
afflictions of men. He was tempted in all
points as man is tempted, that he might
know how to succor those who should be
tempted. Christ overcame on the sinner’s
behalf.

Jacob, in the night vision, saw earth
connected with Heaven by a ladder reach-
ing to the throne of God. He saw the
angels of God, clothed with garments of
heavenly brightness, passing down from
Heaven and up to Heaven upon this shin-
ing ladder. The bottom of this ladder
rested upon the earth, while the top of it
reached to the highest Heavens, and rested
upon the throne of Jehovah. The bright-
ness from the throne of God beamed down
upon this ladder, and reflected a light of
inexpressible glory upon the earth.

This ladder represented Christ who had
opened the communication between earth
and Heaven. In Christ’s humiliation he
descended to the very depth of human woe
in sympathy and pity for fallen man,
which was represented to Jacob by one
end of the ladder resting upon the earth,
while the top of the ladder, reaching unto
Heaven, represents the divine power
of Christ, who grasps the Infinite, and
thus links earth to Heaven, and finite man
to the infinite God. Through Christ the
communication is opened between God
and man, Angels may pass from Heaven
to earth with messages of love to fallen
man, and to minister unto those who shall
be heirs of salvation. It is through Christ
alone that the heavenly messengers minis-
ter to men.

Adam and Eve in Eden were placed un-
der most favorable circumstances. It was
their privilege to hold communion with
God and angels. They were without the
condemnation of sin. The light of God
and angels was with them, and around
about them. The Author of their exist-
ence was their teacher. But they fell be-
neath the power and temptations of the
artful foe. Four thousand years had Sa-
tan been at work against the government
of God,andhe had obtained strength and ex-
perience from determined practice. Fallen
men had not the advantages of Adam in
Eden. They had been separating from
God for four thousand years. The wis-
dom to understand, and power to resist,
the temptations of Satan had become less
and less, until Satan seemed to reign tri-
umphant in the earth. Appetite and pas-
sion, the love of the world and presumptu-
ous sins, were the great branches of evil
out of which every species of crime, vio-
lence, and corruption grew.

Satan was defeated in his object to
overcome Christ upon the point of appe-
tite; and here in the wilderness Christ
achieved a victory in behalf of the race
upon the point of appetite, making it pos-
sible for man in all future time in his
name to overcome the strength of appetite
on his own bebalf. Satan was not willing
10 cease his efforts until he had tried ev-
ery means to obtain victory over the
world's Redeemer. He knew that with
himself all was at stake, whether he or
Christ should be victor in the contest.
And, in order to awe Christ with his su-
perior strength, he carried him to Jerusa-
lem and set him on a pinnacle of the tem-
ple, and continued to beset him with
temptations. .

He again demanded of Christ, if he was
indeed the Son of God, to give him evi-
dence by casting himself from the dizzy
hight upon which he had placed him. He
urged Christ to show his confidence in the
preserving care of his Father by casting
himself down from the temple. In Satan’s
first temptation upon the point of appetite,
he had tried to insinuate doubts in regard
to God’s love and care for Christ as his
Son, by presenting his surroundings and
his hunger as evidence that he was not in
favor with God. He was unsuccessful in
this. He next tried to take advantage of
the faith and perfect trust Christ had

shown in his Heavenly Father to urge him
to presumption. “If thou be the Son of
God, cast thyself down; for it is written,
He shall give his angels charge concerning
thee; and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone.” Jesus promptly
answered, “ It is written again, Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God.”

The sin of presumption lies close beside
the virtue of perfect faith and confidence
in God. Satan flattered himself that he
could take advantage of the humanity of
Christ to urge him over the line of trust
to presumption. Upon this point many
souls are wrecked. Satan tried to deceive
Christ through flattery. He admitted that
Christ was right in the wilderness in his
faith and confidence that God was his
Father, under the most trying circum-
stances. He then urged Christ to give
him one more proof of his entire depend-
ence upon God, one more evidence of his
faith that he was the Son of God, by cast-
ing himself from the temple. He told
Christ that if he was indeed the Son of
God he had nothing to fear; for angels
were at hand to nphold him. Satan gave
evidence that he understood the Scriptures
by the use he made of them.

The Redeemer of the world wavered not
from his integrity and showed that he had
perfect faith in his Father’s promised care.
He would not put the faithfulness and love
of his Father to a needless trial, although
he was in the hands of the enemy, and
placed in a position of extreme difficulty
and peril. He would not, at Satan’s sug-
gestion, tempt God by presumptuously ex-
perimenting on his providence. Satan had
brought in scripture which seemed appro-
priate for the occasion, hoping to accomplish
his designs by making the application to
our Saviour at this special time.

Christ knew that God could indeed bear
him up if he had required him to throw
himself from the temple. But to do this
unbidden, and to experiment upon his Fa-
ther’s protecting care and love, because
dared by Satan to do so, would not show
his strength of faith. Satan was well
aware that if Christ could be prevailed up-
on; unbidden by his Father, to fling himself
from the temple to prove his claim to his
Heavenly Father’s protecting care, he woull
in the very act show the weakness of his
human nature.

Christ came off victor in the second
temptation. He manifested perfect conti-
dence and trust in his Father during his
severe conflict with the powerful foe. Our
Redeemer, in the victory here gained, has
left man a perfect pattern, showing him
that his only safety is in firm trust and un-
wavering confidence in God in all trials and
perils. He refused to presume upon the
merey of his Father by placing himself in
peril that would make it necessary for his
Heavenly Father to display his power to
save him from danger. This would he
forcing providence on his own account;
and he would not then leave for his people
a perfect example of faith and firm trust
in God.

Satan’s object in tempting Christ was to
lead him to daring presumption, and to
show human weakness that would not
make him a perfect pattern for his people.
Satan thought that should Christ fail to
bear the test of his temptations, there
could be no redemption for the race, and
his power over them would be complete.

(To be Continued.)

GooD SENSE—Vice President Colfax, in
a recent newspaper article, expressed the
belief « that cheerfulness can be and ought
to be cultivated by all; that kindness is
most beneficently contagious; that to carry
good nature and a wisely curbed temper
with you is to take sunshine with you
wherever you go; that patience and for-
bearance in your intercourse with family
and friends and community will always
bring forth the riches of social fruits; that
the treasure of good deeds achieved and
sufferings assuaged is worth entirely more
than political honors; that the creation of
joy is inestimably better than the besetting
sin of borrowing trouble ; and with Charles

i | Lamb, that ‘a laugh is worth a hundred

groans in any state of the market.'”

SERMOXNS may be elaborated till they are
spoiled. They may be so “ perfect” as to
be perfectly worthless! They may he

¢ ——correctly cold, and correctly duli,

Faaultily faultless, icily regular, and splendidly
null.”
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Camp-Meeting Notings.

THIS number of the REVIEW having been de-
layed one week on account of the camp-meeting
just held in this place, the reader will be expect-
ing some notice of the meeting. An attempt to
describe the meeting involves much the same dif-
ficulties that would be met in attempting to de-
seribe a sumptuous feast. We could speak of the
different dishes and viands; we could describe to
some extent the different courses ; we could refer to
the good cheer, and tell how excellent were the
various articles ; and yet from all that, the reader
would get but a very poor idea of the enjoyments
of the occasion. To fully appreciate them, he
must have been present, and for himself partaken
of the good things provided.

So with the meeting: those only who partici-
pated in it, can fully appreciate its blessings.
Some of the most precious seasons which many
if not all upon the camp-ground ever enjoyed,
were experienced during this meeting.

Statistically the sum of the matter can soon
be told. There were ninety-one tents on the
ground, which, one brother had the curiosity to
ascertain, contained over 24,500 square feet of
canvas, The number of Sabbath-keepers per-
manently encamped was between twelve and thir-
teen hundred with many more in daily attendance
who lodged away from the ground. But to the
discredit of the Michigan Conference it must be
said, only thirty-six churches, out of over sixty
belonging to the Conference, had representatives
on the ground. When it was decided to receive
as delegates any who might be present from
churches that had sent no regularly appointed
delegates, it was ascertained that only the number
above named were represented. That is to say,
from over twenty-four churches of this Conference
not a representative could be found in that large
company of Sabbath-keepers. Had all the church-
es done as well as those which did take part in the
meeting, there would have been at least two thou-
sand Sabbath-keepers present. This ought not
to have been as it was; and we hope a like failure
will not again occur. Those who did not come
realize not what they have lost.

During the eleven days of the meeting twenty-
five discourses were given, six by Bro. White,
five each by Brn. Butler and Andrews, and sister
White, three by Bro. Haskell, and one by Bro.
L. C. Rogers, delegate from the 8. D. Baptists.
The word was spoken with great power and clear-
ness. Especially was the speaking of Bro. White
thus characterized throughout. Never, we be-
lieve, did he make better points, or present the
great truths of this message with mere clearness
and force. And the involuntary response of
many hearts was, Thank God for the freedom he
gives his servant, and the physical strength that
is granted for the ardent labors into which his
truth-inspired soul is constantly leading him.
The same may be said of sister White, Bro. But-
ler, and others. The Loxrd signally helped his
servants. Oh! the burning words, the stirring ap-
peals, the thrilling truths! If all could live out
what was taught, and which from its self-evident
truthfulness wrought conviction in the heart, they
would not be far from the kingdom of Heaven, and
following on in the well-directed way, would be
sure of eternal life at the journey’s end.

The social meetings were generally precious
seasons, There was some backwardness at first
in taking hold earnestly of the work, but the
brethren soon began to feel more fully the import-
ance of the oceasion, and take a more lively inter-
est in it. The Spirit of the Lord often rested
down to that degree that many of the congrega-
tion were melted into tenderness and tears.

Three times a call was made for those who de-
sired to start anew in the service of God to come
forward. The first time about two hundred and
fifty came, the second and third times, between
three and four hundred, there being many for-
ward in the last who were not in the others, so
that probably more than four hundred persons
thus manifested their purpose to start anew in
the Christian life. With many of these, this was
their first public movement in the service of God.
Of one of those occasions the reporter for the De-
troit Post thus spoke : —

“ A remarkable and thrilling scene took place

during the afterncon. After Elder Butler had
closed his discourse Mrs. Ellen G. White im-
mediately occupied the stand, and, although her
eloquence and persuasive powers were well known
by the audience, still they were unprepared for
the powerful and unanswerable appeal which she
made. She seemed indeed almost inspired as she
implored sinners to flee from their sins. The
effect of her magnetic speech and manner was
most remarkable. Probably 300 came forward:
for prayers, and it seemed as if the early days of
Methodism had returned again. There is no
denying the fact that the entire simplicity and
singleness of purpose of this peculiar people are
having great effect on those even who scoff at
their belief.”

The extension of time to eleven days was time-
ly. It would have been impossible to hold all
the business sessions without it. The Michigan
Conference, Health Institute, General Conference,
Publishing Association, and Michigan Tract So-
ciety, held the several sessions necessary to trans-
act their business. All passed off harmoniously
and with a good degree of interest. The reports
of their doings, will be published next week.

The presence of Eld. L. C. Rogers, delegate to
our General Conference from the S. D. Baptist
Greneral Conference, added interest to the occasion.
His discourse on the 8th, from 1 Cor. 15:57, 58,
was a masterly effort, and an illustration of how
high culture can be happily combined with ear-
nest piety and vital godliness, His remarks to
the Conference Wednesday morning, the 12th,
just previous to his departure, as he was not able
to remain to the close of the meeting, were very
happy and cordial, and were heartily received by
the large congregation present.

And there were some encouraging incidents
which were wholly unexpected, and therefore the
more calculated to impress the mind as indications
that the Lord is signally working in this cause.
Bro. J. B. Frisbie, who has long stood aloof from
the work, involved in darkness and doubt, having
started for Kansas, intending there to locate,
thought he would stop a day or two at the camp-
meeting. As the time drew near when he was
intending to leave, the Spirit of the Lord seemed
to work upon his mind, and he concluded to re-
main. He sent for his wife, who joined him here
and both remained to the close. He made, at
different times, very warm and impressive re-
marks, stating his desires to return to this people,
and resume his former position; but he desired
to come back right.  His numerous friends, many
of whom had in former years received the truth
from his hands, were rejoiced at his words. May
the Lord lead him all the way up again into the
light of his countenance and the joy of his truth.

Bro. Geo. W. Wright, also, who, from uncalled-
for and unjust trials brought upon him in the
past, had been turned away to labor with another
people, unexpectedly to us came upon the ground
and remained to the close. He spoke words of
friendship and good cheer, to which all felt that it
was good to listen. May the Lord help and guide
him in all his future course.

Sister Roby Tuttle, who has for some time la-
bored as a public speaker among the first-day Ad-
ventists, and who the past season, attended our
school in Battle Creek, was also unexpectedly
present, and publicly took her stand in favor of

the Sabbath. Thus the cause gathers strength, |

and God is giving increase to his work.

The parting meeting Monday morning was a
season of interest. At its conclusion, E. H. Root,
E. R. Jones, and U. Smith, were ordained to the
work of the ministry. After this we repaired a
short distance to a pleasant spot on the banks of
the Kalamazoo River, and sixty-two believers
went forward in the ordinance of baptism, Brn.
White and Andrews being the administrators. It
was a solemn and impressive scene.

‘We have now reached a point from which we
can look back over the meeting as a thing of the
past; and we put the question to our own heart,
For how much would you be willing that the
work of this meeting should be undone? And
no figures can express a sufficient sum. A glo-
rious work has been wrought, the value of which
is beyond estimation. We believe all present
felt that it well repaid them for the time they
spent, and the trouble and expense they incurred
in attending the meeting; or, rather, that the
time could not be better employed, and that the
efforts were no trouble, and the means used could
hardly be called expense, when it made such
magnificent returns. 'There was nothing boister-
ous or fanatical about the meeting, but a strong
conviction of truth, and a sweet influence tending
to unite and cement together all hearts. We ex-
pect its results will be glorious, as its memories
will be ever pleasant. U. 8.

What Thirty Years Have Proved.

THIRTY years ago this present season, the
great body of Adventists were a unit, and the
proclamation of the near-coming of the Lord was
going with unparalleled power throughthe land.
Not a heart doubted that God was in the move-
ment; for on no other ground could what they
felt and what they saw, be accounted for. In
unity, and strength, and love, and power, all
moved on together to the point of expectation in
the autumn of that year.

Disappointed in their hope, as the time passed
and the Lord did not come, the scene of confu-
sion that followed baffled description; and the
discordant views and theories that immediately
arose could not easily be catalogued. It was
nothing strange that uncertainty should for a
while reign supreme in many minds. But it was
certain that time would test the various schemes
of interpretation devised ; and it was to be pre-
sumed that that which was the truth would soon
begin to assume definite proportions, would begin
to make its way steadily among the people, and
would prove permanent in its nature,

Thirty years have elapsed. Time enough has
been given to test the truthfulness and practica-
bility of every theory and every movement; and
as we survey the field to-day what do we behold ?
Over a large portion of the Adventist body, the
original confusion still reigns. Theory after theo-
ry has been devised which a few years have proved
to be faise and worthless, Movement after move-
ment has been set on foot, which in a brief sea-
son has run its course and perished.

But one movement appears which has been
steady and onward in its progress, one theory
which has stood, and grown stronger with years
and investigation. That is the cause of the third
angel’s message, as advocated by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, Of all the periodicals that have been
started since 1844 in advocacy of other views,
some, after running an ignominiously short race,
have disappeared, and others, after a few years
had proved their position untenable, changed
their course, and in their subsequent teaching
contradicted their first. And not once or twice
only have some of them changed. but their som-
ersets have continued till they finally have no
position, but present to the world a heterogeneous
masg of incongruous and conflicting views.

How has it been with the REviEwW? Its
teaching has been the same from beginning to
end. Tts articles of twenty-five years ago read, in
sentiment, the same as its articles of to-day. The
views it advocates have increased in clearness and
strength from year to year. It has not been one
thing to-day and another to-morrow, a gross mis-
take one year and some new device to cover it up
the next. But the movement has steadily grown
in power, and the cause has gone forward with
accelerating progress. And now there are two
weeklies and four monthlies published in its de-
fense, which all speak the same thing, and are
all laboring to one end. Never did the cause
present such evidences of strength and perma-
nency as it presents to-day

The experience of these thirty years is of in-
estimable valve. It fills a place which nothing
else could fill; for however plausible a theory
may look when first promulgated, the objection
that time may prove it false can be refuted only
by time itself. This objection time has removed
in reference to our movement. No one need
now enter into this work with a feeling that it is
an experiment. These thirty years of investiga-
tion, of closest scrutiny, and every form and
phase of opposition, have proved that the doc-
trines of 8. D. Adventists are well grounded, and
will stand. Thus has time developed in this
cause such features of truthfulness as no other
movement in the ranks of Adventists is able to
show. And it is destined to culminate in that
triumph which God has ordained for his word
and his truth, U s,

That Greek Prop for Sunday.

A coRRESPONDENT of the A. C. ZTimes
writes to that paper that ¢ one who claims to be
a Greek scholar " says Matt. 28 :1 should read
“after the last Sabbath, early on the first Sab-
bath,” &e., and asks for light. In reply the
Times anchors itself on the claim so long ago
exploded, that one series of Sabbaths there ended
and another commenced. It says: “The idea
seems to be that it was a time when one Sabbath
was past and another was begining.”

Are our friends aware how many new series of
Sabbaths they are introducing by making the

ulav caBBdrwv of Matt, 28 : 1, the first Sabbath of
a new series ?  Let us suppose as they claim that:
the old series, the Jewish Sabbaths, as they call

them, there ended, and the first of the new series;

the Christian Sabbaths, Sunday, was there in-

troduced. This was at the time of the resurree--
tion of Christ.

‘We now come down to the year 59, when Paul’
met with the disciples at Troas, Acts 20: 7, and
we find the.same expression again used. On the
jué 7ov oafBBirwv, when the disciples came together.
to break bread. Now if yiav 0ep3irwr in Matt.
28:1 denotes the begining of a new series of
Sabbaths there, the same expression in Acts 20 : 7
denotes the begining of a new series here, many
years later. What series was this? If the se-
ries of Sunday Sabbath commenced at the resur-
rection of Christ what other series commenced in
A.D. 59?7 Will they tell us ?

Again, in 1 Cor. 16:2 we find another uiay
caf3drwr, upon which the disciples were directed
to lay by their liberalities. Here is a new date:
and a new series. What series was this, and
what has become of it ? If the Greek of the New
Testament proves anywhere the introduction of
one new series of Sabbaths, it proves the intro-
duction of at least three new series; and if one of
these is to be taken up and observed, on this.
ground, the others should also be, or good reason
be given why they should not be so observed.

But aside from this fact, which is sufficient of
itself to annihilate this argument, the attempt to
establish a new Sabbath from the expression in
Matt. 28: 1, betrays a very deficient acquaintance
with the (reek language. The reader is re-
ferred to the little tract published at this Office,.
entitled “ Sabbaton,” for a full explanation of the
Greek of Matt. 28: 1, and parallel passages.

C. 8.

Thonghts on Church Government.—No. 3.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH.

I using the word organization I mean princi-
pally a description of the structure, or different
parts, of which the church is composed, as revealed
to us in the New Testament. In every important
enterprise, organization is found to be a necessity.
As one individual cannot act in every sphere, it
is found expedient to assign to each his duty, and:
thus avoid confusion and laboring at cross-pur-
poses. More can be accomplished in this man-
ner than to leave it wholly indefinite when each
shall act. In enterprises in which many engage,
it should be the desire and effort of all to accom-
plish as much for the common purpose as possible.
Hence the propriety of organization.

In such a vast machine as the government of
the nation, or the army, what could be done with-
out it? It is found necessary in society, and in
every public institution. It enables all the parts.
to act harmoniously for a common object. Per-
haps the most complete system of organization
that exists anywhere among men is found in the
army. Every man has his special duty assigned
him, and just how he shall do it. One mind,
perhaps, moves a million men. At a word they
are all in motion. The perilous and fearful re-
sponsibilities of war make it necessary that power
should be exercised by one man, because it is.
found to be most effective. If any one doubts the
effectiveness of organization, let him conceive of
putting down our great rebellion without it. Had
each man of our vast army started out on his own
hook, most of them would have never reached the:
South at all. They could not have been properly
armed, fed, clothed, or trained. Disease would
have fed upon them, and the whole country through
which they passed would have been strewed with
their corpses. And had a portion of them reached
the South, it would have been mere play for the
Southern forces to have routed them. ~But organ-
ized, equiped, and drilled, it was quite a different
matter. Led and disciplined by minds of suffi-
cient capacity, they swept the rebellion out of
existence.

As much wisdom should be used in the sacred
work of God as in any human enterprise. Every
proper means should be employed to make it
effective. Therefore, God has assigned to his
church various offices, divisions, gifts, powers, and
agencies, by which it may be rendered effective in
saving those who form a part of it, as well as to
reach and affect those outside of it.

In the first age of the Christian church, there
seems to have been general councils held for con-
sultation, answering much the same purpose as
our General Conference. For instance: such as
that held at Jerusalem spoken of in Acts 15;
when the leading men came together and coun-
seled concerning things of general interest. There
seems to have been also geographical subdivisions,
such as the ¢ churches of Judea,” the ¢ churches
of Galatia,” and also of Asia Minor, &. Weare
not informed that these met for mutual consulta-
tion especially ; ﬂ{et they seem to have been con-
nected by special ties of interest and fellowship.
These might well answer to our State Conferences.

‘We know there were local churches organized
in the various towns and cities, such as Jerusalem,
Antioch, Corinth, Rome, &ec., and elders ordained
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over them, and various officers appointed to act
their part in them, and that these were visited,
from time to time, by those who could instruct
them in divine things.

Now, in regard to these divisions and subdivis-
ions, they doubtless grew out of the peculiar cir-
cumstances surrounding the church. They seem
to have been natural divisions, and are not specially
spoken of as of divine appointment, to be perpet-
uated in just the same form or name. As they
preached in various places, and persons embraced
the gospel, it would be proper to have them left
in such a shape as would be most likely to keep
them pure and efficient. The simplest means
that could effect this object, would be the one to
choose. Persons who were converted in the same
city, or town, would associate together, hold meet-
ings together, and of course would be best quali-
fied to know of each other’s spiritual standing and
true character. Hence the necessity of local
churches taking cognizance of their own members
and attending to their own local affairs. These
would have their local officers, such as elders,
deacons, and clerks.

But as these local churches had a love for the
general interests of the cause, they would natu-
rally become acquainted with those of the same

faith within easy access, and thus associations’

would be formed, and consultations held, concern-
ing that which mutually interested them, espe-
cially with those of the same nationality and lan-
guage. These would be of greater or less extent
according to circumstances. It matters little
whether we call these conferences, councils, syn-
ods, or associations. They are divisions caturally
growing out of the circumstances surrounding
them.

Then it must be evident that occasions would
arise When questions must be decided of general
interest to the whole body of believers which none
of these minor bodies could settle for all, seeing
any one of them would have just the same author-
ity to do it that the other had. Such occasions
would demand representatives from all. Hence
the necessity for general councils or conferences
of all concerned. And whether these should be
called at regular intervals, or only occasionally,
would be merely a question of expediency for
those to decide who were interested. In all ages,
and in all sects, the necessity for some such gen-
eral arrangement has existed. The Scriptures
leave the minor questions concerning these divis-
ions to those interested. But they plainly show
us that these general principles concerning them
were recognized anciently the same as now. We
can easily conclude that questions coming up for
settlement, involving important points of interest
in the local churches, would be referred to those
councils, representing larger interests, till the best
wisdom of the body was found.

So far as offices and gifts are concerned, there
seems to have been quite a variety of them in the
ancient church, of both a general and local char-
acter. Among these are apostles, prophets, evan-
gelists, teachers, workers of miracles, helps, elders,
deacons, &e.  Some of these seem to be officers ap-
pointed to fill certain positions, having special du-
ties pointed out for them to do, and for which they
must have certain qualifications, Then others
mentioned were channels through which the Holy
Spirit seemed specially to speuk. We have ne evi-
dence to show that these latter were appointed to
any position by their brethren. Yet they doubtless
had much influence in guiding the actions of the

" church, as it would be very natural to reason that
when the Holy Spirit chose them they must be
worthy, and so, of course, their influence would
be greater. Among the former were apostles,
evangelists, teachers, elders, and deacons. Among
the latter were prophets, workers of miracles,
those who spoke with tongues, &c.

Oftentimes individuals chosen to fill the offices
of the church had these supernatural gifts also.
But it seems evident that some of those who have
these miraculous gifts, were not placed in any of-
ficial position. Of course we have nothing to do
in the church with the selection of this latter
class. God chooses them, and we judge of their
being chosen by the manifestation of his Spirit
through them,

That these gifts are not in such general exercise
in our time as in the apostolic church, we all ad-
mit. But occasionally they have been seen, and
the Seriptures plainly teach that they were designed
for the church till the close of time; so that evi-
dently the main reason why they are not more gen-
erally in exercise is because of the lukewarm,
worldly condition of the church in these latter
days.

};[‘he office of apostle was a very prominent one
in the early church. It would be thought very
improper, not to say fanatical, to apply that title
to any officer of our modern churches. And yet
the derivation of the word in the Greek would
not make it improper to apply it to certain indi-
viduals raised up by the special providence of
God to perform his work. The word signifies
‘“ one sent with a message,” and the term was ev-
idently applied to the original twelve because of
their being selected in an especial manner to do
the work of God. It was applied to a number of
others besides them, such as Matthias, Barna-
bas, Paul, Epaphroditus, Silvanus, and Timothy.
Some of these are not thus called in the common
translation, but they are in the Greek. The num-
ber twelve seems to be chosen to correspond with
the twelve tribes of Israel. When Judas aposta-
tized, another was chosen to fill his place. We
are not informed whether there was ever another
election to this office, though others certainly

were apostles. 'We are nowhere informed that it
was the duty of the church to select individuals
to fill this office in succeeding ages, though it
would be reasonable to expect that when the
providence of God made it manifest that he had
raised up a man to do a special work in his cause,
the church should cheerfully give him his proper
degree of influence and position.

The office of evangelist corresponds with our
modern minister. The word in the original sig-
nifies ¢ one who announces glad tidings.” The
words teacher and pastor have the general signifi-
cation of instructors, who are to watch over and
impart knowledge of divine truth, such as would
be needed. The word episcopos in the Greek,
from which elder and bishop are usually trans-
lated, signifies an inspector or overseer, one who
superintends or provides for the welfare of any
one. This term is applied to those who act in the
general capacity of teachers and evangelists, and
also to those in a more limited sphere, as local
elders.

This latter office is a principal one in the Chris-
tian church, and the qualifications are given very
particularly in the epistles to Timothy and Titus.
Those who acted in a general capacity had
the oversight of churches in large sections of
country. They were to look after their spiritual
wants generally. It was their duty to reprove
the erring, admonish those in danger, stimulate
the sluggish to action, comfort the desponding, see
that those in lower offices were faithful, and watch

way of life and salvation. Their office was such
that necessarily a great burden of responsibility

whole church would largely depend upon their
faithfulness. These general duties will always lie
before the servants of the Lord in every age,
and the church cannot prosper unless they are
faithful. The character of the churches in gen-
eral will be largely determined by the character
of their officers.

The office of deacon was one which pertained

was to look after the wants of the afflicted, to act
as treasurer, and hold the money received for
various purposes, furnish things necessary for
sacramental purposes, and then take the oversight
of temporal matters. The qualifications for this
office are also plainly given.

Paul alsqaspeaks of “helps” among the gifts
set in the church. These were doubtless assist-
ants, who might have been acting in the capacity
of deacons, or, perhaps, were not elected to any
office, but chose freely, of their own accord, to act
with others, and help them all they could. It
would be a great blessing to the church if there
were more persons in this age ready to thus act
a benevolent part in the work of God. Here is
a great field of usefulness open for volunteers to
fill. While they who labor in word and doc-
trine find, if willing, more than they can do, and
are always anxious for help, it will ever be to
them a matter of deep rejoicing to find those who
can help stepping in to aid in the good work.
Many might act in this capacity had they the
disposition.

‘While officers in the church have great respon-
sibilities upon them, it should never be forgotten
that their powers are merely advisory. The
body of the church is the deciding power. El-
ders can advise, reprove, or rebuke, but they
cannot turn out or take in members, only as
they can persuade the church to act. They
will of course have a great influence, but they
are never to act as ‘“lords over God’s heritage,”
but as examples to the flock, counselors, and
advisers. Geo. I. BurLER.

Religion and Charity.

RELIGION, as a principle, seems to be a sense
of the moral obligation which binds us in duty to
God. True religion binds us to the one living
and true God. Hence that which acknowledges
more gods than one, we call false religion. Aec-
cording to an apostle of Jesus Christ, there is a
“ pure religion and undefiled,” hence we rightly
infer that not all that is called religion, or pro-
fesses to be such, is of this character, but it may
be of an opposite character—impure and defiled.

Man seems disposed to have some sort of re-
ligion; but often ignores, or even rejects, the
true, and embraces the false. And as it was the
case in ancient times, and is now in heathen
lands, that the people have worshiped many gods,
and consequently their religion has been false, is
it npt possible that even now among the many
discordant sects professing the religion of the
Bible, there may be much religion that is false ?

The great fundamental prinetple of the doctrine
of the Bible is love—supreme love to God, and
love to our neighbor equal to our love of our-
selves. ““ And thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength; this
is the first and great commandment. ~And the
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. There is none other com-
mandment greater than these.” Mark 12: 30,
31. The whole moral law of God, the ten com-
mandments, depends upon, teaches, and enforces,
these two great principles. “ On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Matt. 22:40. The ten commandments teach us
how to love God and our neighbor.  Four of them
teach our duty in reference directly to God ; three
are expressed negatively, forbidding other gods, the

making and worshiping of images, and the taking

over all for their good, as well as to teach the’

would rest upon them, and the prosperity of the

largely to the temporal affairs of the church. He’

‘of the name of God in vain; the fourth demands

that God be positively honored by an observance
of the memorial of his creative work. These
are duties directly to God, and indirectly to our
neighbor, as setting him an example. The other
six relate to our duty directly to our neighbor,
and indirectly to God; for we have the inspired
decision, “That he who loveth God love his
brother also.” See 1 John 4 : 20, 21,

Now we may say that we love God, but this
is not sufficient proof. “For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments; and his
commandments are not grievous.” 1 John 5:3.
But many in this our day have attempted to make
their love to God excuse them from keeping his
commandments.  They have argued that these
commandments have been superseded by the great
precepts of love to God and man—precepts which
they are pleased to call gospel precepts, ignoring
the fact, that they are the great commandments
“in the law "—so that they are no longer bound
to keep the commandments, but “only to love
God with all the heart.” One who was making
this plea to excuse himself from keeping the com-
mandments of God, was asked what he would do
supposing his little son, instead of doing what he
bid him do, should stand and say, “T love you,
pa, Llove you;” and he was constrained to reply
“I'd whip him.”

Now, since the love of God cannot exist with-
out a cheerful obedience to his commandments,
what shall we do in the case of those who profess
to love God and do not keep all his command.-
ments? Shall we charitably (?) refrain from
pointing out their error, and bid them God speed,
on the ground that all will be right in the end, if
the heart is only right? Would it not be better
and more charitable to show them from the word
of God what he requires of them as proof of their
love ?

“But men differ concerning what God requires
in his commandments.”

Are the commandments so expressed that they
necessarily and unavoidably differ as to the duties
which they require? Then, truly, the fault is in
the law. But what can be a greater sign of the
deep depravity of the human heart than excusing
our errors and disobedience by attaching the fault
to the law and the blame to the Giver? Itis
false! it is fulse! Men can understand what
God requires of them in the ten precepts of the
decalogue, if they will try. I cannot, must nct,
dishonor God by admitting the contrary. ¢ Let
God be true,” though it prove ““every man a liar.”

Wherever false religion exists, it demands a
false charity. Those who have worshiped many
gods could well afford to place their various gods
upon a level. One was as good as another, since
all were false; therefore they could have charity
one for another. And there could be no reason-
able objection to the worship of the one living
and true God. And there would be none, but
for the uncharitable exclusiveness of this religion
—a religion that assumes that it alone is right,
and, as a consequence, that all others are wrong.
On account of this uncharitable, bigoted, fanatical
exclusiveness, the worshipers of a plurality of
gods have always had a pique against those who
will admit but one God, and have thought that if
they could only rid the earth of these, peace, har-
mony, and charity, would prevail in all the
world. Hence the persecutions ; not because there
were too many gods and too many religions, but
because of the uncharitableness and exclusiveness
of one which assumes alone to be right, and, in so
doing, condemns all the rest.

There are errors in the Christian world to-day.
Where theories conflict and practices contradiet,
all cannot be true. But, after centuries of dispu-
tation and disunion, there seems to be a tendency
to union ; not a union effected by abandoning er-
rors and embracing the truth, but by an expand-
ed charity that puts truth and error upon a level
—a union upon the doctrine that it makes no
difference what one's faith and practice is, in mat-
ters of worship, only if he is not exclusive and
uncharitable. And this union, it is thought, will
soon introduce the fancied millennium, when all
the world will be converted to the pure and un-
defiled religion of Jesus Christ.

The character of this union may be inferred
from the following quotation from the American
Messemger. In the conclusion of an article upon
“the great and bright revival movement in Scot-
land,” the writer says, “The extent to which
¢ brethren’ now ¢dwell together in unity’ was
also adverted to, and should not be overlooked.
¢ At the meetings,’ said one of the speakers, ‘ no
one could tell, from the language of any present,
to what particular branch of the church universal
each belonged, so completely had all come to-
gether in the love of Christ, the ‘unity of the
Spirit, in the bond of peace.’”

Such a union of discordant sects—ignoring
their differences, and putting truth and error up-
on the same level is hailed as the harbinger of
good to the world. But when such 2 union be-
comes well established, woe to the exclusive and
uncharitable wretch who stands firmly upon Bi-
ble truth! Tt is a union, it is thought, upon the
great essentials, that is, upon the points wherein
the mass” agree; but this makes the distinctive
doctrines and practices of the church, as taught
in the Scriptures, non-essential. In such a union
one may be immersed, sprinkled, or poured, as
baptism, or not be baptized at all, and it is all
the same, if his conscience is only satisfied ; mak-
ing the conscience of each individual the judge
of duty, instead of being ruled by the word of
God. And concerning the Sabbath, he may

"ciously offered you.

hold the commandment binding, the requiring
observance of a particular day, or that it is abol-
ished and that there is no sacred time; that a
particular day, the first day of the week, is the
Sabbath, or that only a seventh part of time or
one day in seven is all that is required—that
every day is the Sabbath, or that no day is the
Sabbath—provided he conforms to the fashiona-
ble observance of the first day of the week; or,
perhaps he might be allowed to keep the seventh
day—the day mentioned in the commandment—
provided he claims no pre-eminence for that day,
but places it on a level with all other days, espe-
cially the first day of the week. But all faithful
and persistent adherence to what God hes said is
ruled out of such a union as exclusiveness, If
one insists that what God has said is superior to
all that men have substituted in its place, he has
no place in such a union, but is a fit subject of
proscription and persecution. And this liberal
union, and this broad charity, which ignores the
word of God, is expected to be the basis of the
millennium !

How much better to come back to the word of
God and unite upon the truth.
. R. T. CoTTRELL.

Meetings.

“ Nor forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether.” Heb. 10: 25.

A regular and constant effort put forth in the
common persuits of life is generally crowned with
at least some degree of success. So in spiritual
things, God has laid a plan for man’s salvation.
The seasons of secret and social prayer, the Sab-
bath with its holy influence, the influence of the
good, the Bible and all the varied means of grace,
if well improved, prove a rich savor of life unto
life. The stated meetings of the church, espe-
cially, are a powerful means of grace. Those
who attend these with a proper spirit of devotion
reap a rich reward. The camp-meetings are an
interesting feature in the work and great privi-
leges are afforded to those who attend these meet-
ings, and great loss attends the neglect of them.

Only a few short years remain, and when these
expire, all will be over. Well it is that the peo-
ple of God hold yearly religious anniversaries.
These are seasons of great importance to all who
value eternal life; and as they return in their
yearly round, they seem like mile-posts to the ce-
lestial city. Every year, these meetings rise in
their interest and power, and well will it be for
us if we rise with them. Jos. CLARKE.

Too Busy.

For what? To spend time in attending
scenes of amusement or parties of pleasure ?
No, not that. To stop to read important
news, or, what is worse, the light and ficti-
tious literature of the day ? Not that either.

Well, what then? Too busy to attend
Conference. So said a first-day Adventist
who called at the tent the other day, in an-
swer to the inquiry whether he attended a
session of the Conference recently held not
far from where he lived. After replying in
the negative, he added with some emphasis,
“It is too busy a time for me to attend Con-
ference.” True, the season is late and the
weather unfavorable; still I could but men-
tally ask, How much faith can such have in
the soon coming of the Lord ? or how much do
they appreciate the preparation needed for
that event ?

And I was also led to reflect as to how
many S. D. Adventists within the bounds of
the Conference will be absent from our ex-

ected camp-meeting for the same reason.
Yt is painfully certain there will be some.
But I hope we begin to see the danger of
being blinded by the god of this world, and
the necessity of seeking first the kingdom of
God to that degree that the number of such
will be materially lessened, and that we shall
see at that meeting such a rally of earnest,
determined seeckers after God as has never
been witnessed in this State.

Brethren and sisters, just as many of you
as can, come, even at a sacrifice. Show your
faith by your works, and let it be seen that
your heart is in the coming kingdom instead
of this world.

And not only be in earnest to come, but
in earnest to work, in earnest to seek God
when there, and even now, while making
preparation to go. Do not come simply be-
cause Bro. and sister White are expected
(for which I am indeed thankful), but be-
cause God in his providence is furnishing
you with just the help you need at this time,
and without which your prospects of success
in overcoming will be very much injured, to
say the least. .

Especially do I hope the friends in" the
northern part of the State will appreciate
the favor shown them. You have desired
the meeting to be in September to accommo-
date you better. In the providence of God,
this is brought about. Now show your grat-
itude by improving the opportunity thus gra-
Time is short, the work
is great, dangers are many; but life is pre-
cious, rest is sweet, and these we must gain,
at any cost. S. B. WaIT~EY.

West Hebron, N, Y., Aug. 4, 1874.
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GO WORK.

Go work for the Saviour,

He’s done much for you
And to work is a favor

When we've something to do.

And life brings the chances
All through the bright day :
If our eye only glances
Both sides of the way.

There’s a heart full of sadness
From hope long deferred ;

Joy brings it no gladness ;
Oh'! speak a kind word.

Here’s a little one weary
From walking the while,

Life’s journey seems dreary,
Oh! give it a smile,

Then the poor little stranger
Whom God has bid come,
You may shield it from danger

And give it a home.

There are thorns in the highway
‘Where presses the throng :

(Go clear the rough pathway ;
Strew roses along.

And work for the Saviour,
He’s done much for you :
And to work is a favor
When we've something to do.
~—Advocate and Guardian.

Progeess of the Ganse,

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt
leas come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

— P

San Jose, California.

MonpAY, Aug. 3, we took down our tent
after a stay here of five weeks, during which
time we held meetings continually, with the ex-
ception of one night. The interest was not
large at any time. Two hundred and fifty, and
three hundred, were the largest congregations
we had. We had about one hundred quite reg-
ular hearers, and seldom less than sixty.

We have had two Sabbath meetings—very
good ones. Several took a part, expressing
themselves as very thankful for the truth.
Twenty-three have embraced the Sabbath. We
sold $20 worth of books, and obtained fifteen
names for the Signs. We have hired a hall,
and raised sufficient means to pay forit. We
shall have regular meetings on the Sabbath, and
prayer-meetings Tuesday nights. I shall spend
much of my time here for a week or two yet, en-
deavoring to get them in as good condition as
possible before we leave this section of the coun-
try.

Eld. Miles Grant had lectured here at several
different times previous to our coming. At
first he had quite a hearing, but the people soon
lost interest in him, so that when he was here
the last time this spring he quit for lack of an
audience. Indeed, his efforts here were an en-
tire failure. Yet, laboring under many disad-
vantages which he did not have, a small church
has now been raised up here, by the blessing of
the Lord and the power of his truth. Those
who have come out say that they never saw such
barmony in the Bible, such clearness of the
truth, and such power in the simple word of the
Lord, as they now see.

For instance, those who had for scores of
years strongly opposed immersion, and have been
thoroughly settled in the doctrine of eprinkling
for baptism, say that they thought they never
could be changed. But now,after hearing only
one sermon upon that subject, they immediately
give up their error and readily adopt the truth.
And so on other points,

We have pitched our tent at Santa Clara, a
city of three thousand inhabitants, only three
miles from San Jose. We do not design to stay
there over two weeks, not expecting much in-
terest. We did it in order to complete the
work here and present the Sabbath truth there.

The more I have a chance to become ac-
quainted with the first-day Adventists, and the
utter confusion, division, and wrangling there is
among them, the more I am impressed with the
fact that we do not appreciate the unity and bar-
mony which characterize our own work. Their
divisions and the unsettled positions upon which
they are conmstantly changing, show that they
are off from the track of truth somewhere. We
think we know just where it is and just what
they need, namely, the third angel’s msssage,
with the commandments of (God and the spirit of
prophecy.

Brethren, the Lord is giving us the field, and
giving glorious victories to his truth. We pro-
pose to buckle on the armor and press home the
battle. Pray for us.

D. M. CANRIGHT.
San Jose, Aug. 4.

Among the Swedes.

“ BLEssED is that man that makech the Lord
bis trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such
28 turn aside to lies. Many, O Lord my Ged,
are thy wonderful works which thou hast done,
and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they
cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee;
if I would declare and speak of them, they are

more than can be numbered.” Ps. 40:4, 5.

The above words, although spoken by a king
of Israel, are the very words I would use to ex-
press the feelings of my heart, when I cousider
the favor which God has bestowed upon me and
many of my countrymen within the past few
years. We have seen the works of God won-
derfully displayed among us in leading sinners
from error to truth; and, in the midst of con-
fusion and moral darkness, we have experiecced
the quieting and refreshing Spirit of God to
lead us on in the light of his glorious word.

Again I have made a round visit to my breth-
ren and been greatly encouraged in finding their
faith stronger and their hopes brighter. Our
meetings have been more solemn than ever be-
fore, and the tender Spirit of God has moved
deeply on the hearts and feelings of the people.
EKleven more have been added to our number,
seven of them hy baptism.

At present L can do but little in carrying
God’s truth to my fellow-men on account of the
busy season. Will start out with a tent in a
few weeks. Several young men desire to go
with me. May God help them to be useful.

My address will continue to be Litchfield,
Meeker Co., Minn,

Cuarres Leg.

Nebraska.

CrosED our meetings in Wahoo last evening.
We leave a few here who have taken a firm
stand. in favor of the Sabbath of the Lord.
Others acknowledge the truth, but are in the
“valley of decision” iu reference to yielding
obedience to the commandments of God.

We move from here to Fremont where there
is quite an element of Danes and Norwegians.

We earnestly request Bro. Hanson, of this
Conference, if consistent with other duties, to
meet us there immediately, to preach to them
in their own language at such times as the tent
is unoccupied. This request is sanctioned by
the president of our Conference. We take this
means of making it public, as we do not know
his address. If Bro. Hanson cannot meet us at
once, will he please write td us ?

Qur address is Fremont, Dodge Co, Neb.

Brethren pray for us. Caas. L. Boyp,

‘ R. A. Harr

Wahoo, Saunders Co., Neb., Aug. 18,1874,

New York & Pennsylvania.

SINCE my last report, have labored in a place
called Steam Valley, in Cattaraugus Co. Spoke
to a few eight times. There was some interess
apparent, but none were fully decided.

Visited the friends again at Comes Creek, Pa.
Three are decided on the truth, and others are
favorable. Have just had a meeting of interest
at Corydon, Pa. Baptized four, and partially
organized a church of seven. Another would
have joined, but is so feebls in health as to be
unable to attend the meetings. The Lord bless
the willing, and accept of their willingness. A
good attendance and interest from without on
first-day, and a quiet and solemn baptismal
scene. R. T. CorTrELL.

Aug. 10, 1874.

Western Iowa Tent,

TWENTY-ONE have signed the covenant to
keep the Saubbath. About half a dozen more
are keeping it, with an increasing interest. We
are now holding meetings in the M. E. meeting-
house at this place. We intend to move to a
new field next week. Brethren, pray that the
Lord may continue to bless our labors.

J. MoWriLrLiams.

Missouri Valley, Iowa, Auy. 6, 1874. )

Marlow, N. H.

Sixce our last report, our audiences have
increased and retained an average of about
one hundred and twenty-five. We have
not yet finished the Sabbath question. Al-
ready many are convinced of its claims upon
them, and some have decided to obey even
at a great Joss to them, being thrown out of
occupation. The ministers are quiet on the
surface. We have the ears of a good class
of intelligent people, and our prayer is that
God may work upon the heart. Ile has
helped in speaking his truth. We have our
first Sabbath meeting next Sabbath. Oh!
may God meet with us and give the Spirit’s
power.

I would say a word to those who are la-
boring in the different tents in the wide field,
that we have at last overcome a long known
difficulty, <. e., we have our tent seated with
backs to nearly all of the seats, and we find
that these are first filled, and we often hear
the remark from the ladies, “I could not
come if it were not for these backs.” It is
merely a simple arrangement consisting of
two boards, twelve inches wide each, one for
the seat, the other for the back, and held in
position by two or three pieces of hoop iron,
each cut two feet long with a screw hole in
each end, fastened with screws to the back,
one inch-from the top on the back side, and
brought over and fastened to the lower side
of the seat, one or more inches from the
front. By this arrangement, two of us were

about thirty minutes seating our tent, and

they are as permanent to-day as they were

when pat up three weeks ago; and the whole

did not cost one dollar. Bly using a little in-
enuity, they are very easily made.

£ Y y y R. M. KiLGoRE.
July 30, 187}.

Wisconsin,

WE have just closed a series of meetings
at Neilsville, Clark Co. It is a village of
about one thousand inhabitants, situated in
the midst of a lumber region. Our meetings
commenced rather discouragingly. The peo-
ple seemed to care but very little about the
Bible or anything that pertained to it, and
we began to feel that our effort would be in
vain. But gradually the interest began to
increase, and continued to do so until the
close of the meetings. The whole town is
now stirred up. Investigation is going on
in the streets and in all places of business.

As nearly as we can ascertain, twenty-
five have decided to obey the whole truth,
and quite a number more are investigating,
who probably will embrace it.

Since. our camp-meeting, we have visited
Nasonville, and held four meetings. Four
commenced to keep the Sabbath.

Last Sabbath, we had a general meeting
of the brethren and sisters of Clark Co.
About fifty came together. It was a good
day for us. The Lord gave us his precious
blessing, and many hearts were made to re-
joice in hope of eternal life. We feel to
thank the Lord and humble ourselves before
him in view of his blessing which we have
realized during this meeting. 'We pitch our
tent this week at Leon, Monroe Co.

H. W. DEckER,
JoEN ATRINSON.

Northern Towa Tent.

WE bave closed our meetings in Marble
Rock. Gave, in all, about thirty discours-
es.
keep all the commandments of God and
faith of Jesus. Others are convinced, and
we hope will soon take a stand for the truth.
Sold seven dollars’ worth of books and
obtained seven names for the Review on
trial. The tent is now pitched in Rockford,
ten miles north of Marble Rock. 'We have
commenced meetings here with a fair atten-
tion of candid hearers.

Our address is Rockford, Floyd Co.,Iowa.

C. A. WASHBURN,
E. W. FarnswortH,
Mi~xos MiLLER.

Jesuits, and Papal Orders.

Tue Jesuits are the nerve of the holy see
of Rome, and they hold a commission author-
izing them to destroy every power that makes
any pretensions to self-government. They
have been driven from Germany, Italy, Aus-
tria and Spain, and they eome to England
and America. In England, they have cre-
ated a disturbance by introducing, stealthily,
confessionals into the high or established
Church of England. In America, their great
plea is against, and they are trying to break
down, the pulic schools and other signs of
progress.

The Guardian, the Catholic organ of San
Francisco, says: “Itis certain tkat Catholics
generally are but little concerned as to how
our public schools are managed, for it is no-
torious that the best and most thorough edu-
cational institutions in the country are those
managed by Catholics. No—it is not so
much the management of the godless schools,
with which Catholics find fault, as in being
compelled to contribute to the support of a
system of edncation, which, when not infi-
del, is avowedly Protestant.”

One thing is a little singular. If they do
not care how the schools are managed, why
have they worked in such a manner as to in-
troduce a large majority of Catholic teachers
into the public schools of San Francisco ?

The Tablet, another Catholic paper, in its
issue of Nov. 13, 1869, said, ¢“ The State
must either not tax us at all, or give us our
proportion of the money raised to be ex-
pended in schools under the control of the
church.”

The same paper in its issue of December
25, of the same year, says: “ We demand of
the State, as our right, either such schools as
the church will accept, or exemption from
the school tax. If it will support schools by
a general tax, we dJemand that it provide or
give us our proportion of the public funds,
and leave us to provide schools in which we
can educate our children in our own religion,
under the supervision of our own church.”

The Freeman’s Journal of Nov. 13, 1869,
another Catholic paper, says, ¢ Education is
not the work of the State at all. It belongs
to families, and should be left to families and
to voluntary associations. The school tax is
in itself an unjust imposition.”

The same journal for December 11, of the
same year, says, “ Let the public school sys-
tem go to where it came from—the devil.”

Seven have signed the covenant 1o},

Talk of the above kind induced the New
York Legislature to accede to their claims,
and a committee was selected to appropriate
the school funds. The committee being
largely Catholic, the case came out worse
than that of the famous robber who was di-
viding the money with two of his ignorant
fellow-thieves, “ There’s two for you two,
and here’s two for me too.” In this case it
was, “There’s $1.00 for your Protestant
schools and here’s $15.00 for our Catholic
schools.” Shortly after this triumph on the
part of the Catholics, a meeting of Roman
Catholics was held in New York. In the
meeting, one of the speakers, exulting over
what had been gained by them through spe-
cial appropriations from the New YVork Leg-
islature, said, “This is the little finger, and
we must persevere till we get the whole
hand.” *

Papists discard Protestant schools, and
claim that their plan of educating is the best.
Cardinal Wiseman, in a lecture delivered at
Leeds, England, says: ¢ Sciences, letters,
and arts, never flourished more than under
the papacy ; the church of Rome is really the
mother of all wisdom.” Again, he says:
“Italy is the first country in Europe for great
genius; but Italy is the center of the papacy;
therefore the dominance of the pope is the
producer of great genius in sciences, letters
and arts.” On this, Gavazzi says: “She
produces great geniuses, not by the rule of
the pope, but by her sun and soil ; not by
the Romish domination, but in spite of it,
Yes, in spite of it! Rome, without popes,
was unequaled for her monuments—the
popes destroyed them. Rome of the popes
can show nothing to compare with Rome of
the pagans.”

“She did not uneed a pope to produce
Cicero, Horace, Livy, Pliny, Tacitus, Virgil,
Tibulus, Seneca, and the long list of her il-
lustrious pagan names. Her genius springs,
not from the Vatican, but from herself.”

“Cardinal Wigeman says the popes en-
courage genius, and ventures to cite Dante,
Petrarch, Boccacio, and even Gallileo !
Dante was persecuted ; his works were
forbidden till about two centuries ago; to
this day the Jesuits expel them from their
schools. . . . Our best historians, from
Guicciardini to Charles Botta, were all for-
bidden. The best authors on the improve-
ment of laws and political economy, as
Filangeri, Beccaria, Giannone, Gioia, Ro-
magnosi, were all forbidden. Gallileo, in
spite of all the assertions of Wiseman, was
imprisoned, persecuted, and morally poi-
soned by the inquisition. . . . . From the
days of Gregory the seventh to the present,
Italy bas produced great geniuses; all have
been persecuted. The conclusion is clear;
they have been neither created nor fostered
by the papacy; but have been the sons of
Italy, her npatural productions, who have
grown to a greatness that will endure forev-
er in spite of popes and popery.”+

Father Damen, the -Jesuit, in his lecture in
London, Canada, Feb. 21, 1870, made a state-
ment that “the church of Rome is not opposed
to education or to free institutions.” Brock,
in his reply, says, “ A few years ago, the
present pope issued an allocution in reference
to the affairs of the republic of New Granada
in this continent, in which he says, *“Nor
must we pass over in silence that, by the
new constitution of that Republic, enacted
in these recent times, among other things,
the right of free education is defended, and
liberty of all kinds is given to all, so that
each person may even print and publish his
thoughts, and all kinds of monstrous portents
of opinions, and profess privately and pullicly
whatever worship he pleases.”  On this the pope
observes to the College of Cardinals whom
he addressed, “ You assuredly see, venerable
brothers, how horrible and sacrilegious a
war is proclaimed against the Catholic church,
by the rulers of the Republic of New (ira-
nada.”’f

Damen further states: “The Jesuit lec-
turer then went on to dwell in glowing lan-
guage ‘on the patronage extended to the
fine arts, by the charch of Rome. Printing
and sculpture, music and architecture, where
would they be but for the fostering care of
Rome? I acknowledge that the church of
Rome encouraged these arts, but it was only
to serve her own ends. Pressed into her
service, they ministered to her idolatry, and
surrounded it with that which fascinated the
eye and pleased the ear. The idolatrous
sacrifice of the mass, celebrated in a gorgeous
cathedral, amid the trophies of painting and
sculpture, and accompanied by ravishing
strains of music, would invest the Roman
gervice with charms which to some minds
would be irresistible. Rome’s patronage of
the fine arts, then, has not been disinterested.
They have materially aided her in leading
captive the minds of men. Yet think not
that to Rome alone belong those who have
excelled in-art. Many noble painters, and
sculptors, and architects, and some of the
most illustrious composers, such as Handel

* Hemphil on Public Schools, pp. 34, 5.
t Gavazzi's Lectures, pp. 352, 838, 834, and notes.
1 Brock’s Reply to Damen, pp. 18, 19,
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and Mendelshon, never owned the sway or
sought the patronage of Rome.”§

Of Rome’s treatment of Gallileo, Damen
#ays, “Four monthsafter his arrival in Rome,
on June 22, 1633, Galileo was conducted in
a penitential dress to the convent of Minerva,
where, by the sentence of the inquisitors,
the venerable old man was solemnly called
on to renounce and abjure, as impious” and
heretical, the opinions which his whole life
had been consecrated to form and strength-
en. There, on bended knees, Rome com-
pelled that aged man to pronounce “the
proposition that the sun is the center of the
world to be absurd, philosophically false, and
formally heretical; because it is expressly
contrary to the Holy Scripture”—and fur-
ther to pronounce “the proposition that the
earth is not in the center of the world, nor
immovable, but that it moves, and also with
a diurnal motion, to be also absurd, philo-
rophically false, and, theologically consid-
ered, at least erroneous in faith.” The old
man pronounced the required abjuration,
rose from his knees, and then whispered to
a friend, “It does move though.” .
His works and those of Copernicus, and an-
other eminent astronomer, Foscarini, were
all put in the Index of Prohibited Books,
and remained there up to the year 1828,
since which time they have been silently
omitted.” *

Said Victor Hugo to the priests, “ Ab, we
know you. We know the clerical party. It
is an old party. This it is which forbids to
science and genius the going beyond the
Missal, and which wishes to cloister thonght
in dogmas. Every step which the intelli-
gence of Europe has taken has been in spite
of it. Its history is written in the history
of human progress, but it is written on the
back of the leaf.” It 18 opposed to it all. This
it i3 which caused Prinelli to be scourged for
baving said that the stars would not fall.
This it is which put Campanella seven times
to the torture for having affirmed that the
number of worlds was infinite, and for hav-
ing caught a glimpse of creation. This it is
which persecuted Harvey for having proved
the circulation of the blood. In the name
of Jesus, it shut up Galileo. In the name of
St. Paul, it imprisoned Christopher Colum-
bus. To discover a law of the heavens was
an impiety; to find a world was a heresy.”

“You wish us to give you the people to
instruct. Very well. Let us see your pu-
pils! Tet us see those you have produced.
‘What have you done for Italy? What have
you done for Spain? For centuries you
have kept in your hands, at your discretion,
at your school, those two great nations, il-
lustrious among the illustrious. 'What have
you done for them? I am going to tell
you. Thanks to you, Italy, whose name no
man who thinks can any longer pronounce
without an inexpressible filial emotion; Ita-
ly, mother of genius and of nations, which
has spread over the universe all the most
brilliant marvels of poetry and the arts; It-
aly, which has taught mankind to read, now
knows not how to read. Yes, Italy is, of all
the States of Europe, that where the smallest
number of natives know how to read.”

“ Spain, magnificently endowed; Spain,
which received from the Romans her first
civilization, from the Arabs her second civ-
ilization, from Providence, and in spite of
you, a world—America: Spain, thanks to
you, to your yoke of stupor—which is a
yoke of degradation and decay—Spain has
lost this secret power, which it had from the
lomans; this genius of art, which it had
from the Arabe; this world, which it had
from God; and in exchange for all that you
have made it lose, it has received from you
-—the inquisition.””*

After quoting the above, Hemphil says:
“If the priests are the educators they claim
to be, let us see what they have done for our
neighbors, the Mexicans. Mexico was colo-
nized a whole century before New England.
Its first settlers were the noblest spirits of
Spain in her Augustan age—the epoch of
Cervantes, Cortez, Pizarro, Columbus, Gon-
zalo de Cordova, Xemenes, and Isabella.
Mexico has been educated by the priests
gince the fifteenth century; and her career
has been glorious! ! (?) Look at the re-
spective conditions of Mexico and the United
States. Mexico is a Catholic country—
priests are the educators.” }

J. N. LoueHBoROUGH.
(Concluded next week.)

s Ibid. pp. 20, 21.

* Brock’s Reply to Damen, pp. 21, 22."

'*¥Victor . Hugo, as quoted in Hemphil on Public
Schools, pp. 36-38,

1 Ibid. pp. 38, 39.

How A Pope Dizp.—It is said of Pope
Pius V. that, when he was dying, he cried
out in despair: “ When I was in low condi-
tion, I had some hopes of salvation; when I
advanced to be a cardinal, I greatly doubted
it; but since I came to the popedom, I have
no hope at all.” }

A CrrisTiaN profession must be open and
public. Christ made no secret of his love
to us,

Modern Spiritualism.—No. 4.

THEY DENY SIN AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

Tue denial of the existence of sin, and of
man’s accountability for hig actions, tends
directly to destroy conscientiousness and to
remove all feeling of just restraint. Under
such teachings, people become reckless and
immoral, as certainly as any effect can fol-
low its cause. But this has been the pre-
vailing theory of spiritualism since its rise.
We quote briefly from prominent spiritual-
ists. A work published by N. P. Tall-
madge says that God does not condemn
any one. It also says:—

“Unto God there is no error; all is com-
comparative good.”

And of an inspired teacher it says:—

“He vieweth error as God vieweth it, as
undeveloped good.”

A. J. Davis says:—

“Sin, indeed, in the common acceptation
of that term, does not really exist.”—JXNat.
Div. Rev., p. 521.

“ The innate divineness of the spirit pro- |

hibits the possibility of spiritual wickedness,
or unrighteousness.”—Id. p. 413.

And he says again:—

“In the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures
it is affirmed that sin is the transgression of
the law. But by an examination of nature,
the true and only Bible, it will be seen that
this statement is erronecous., It gives a
wrong idea both of man and law. . . . It
will be found impossible for man to trans-
gress a law of God.”

The above is from a lecture on the “Phil-
osophy of Reform,” given in New York city;
but if this is true, there is neither need nor
chance for reform, unless it is God’s will
that needs reforming! But he goes further,
and says:—

““Reformers necd to understand that war
is as natural to one stage of human develop-
ment as peace is natural to another. My
brother has the spirit of revenge. Shall I
call him a demon ? Is not his spirit natural
to his condition? War is not evil or repul-
give, except to a man of peace. Who made
the warrior ? 'Who made the non-resistant ?
Polygamy is as natural to one stage of de-
velopment as oranges are natural to the
South. Shall I grow indignant, and, be-
cause I am a monogamist, condemn my kins-
man of yore? Who made him? Who
made me? We both came up under the
confluence of social and political circum-
stances; and we both represent our condi-
tions and our teachers. The doctrine of
blame and praise is natural only to an un-
philosophical condition of mind. The spirit
of complaint—of attributing ¢evil’ to this
and that plane of society—is natural; but is
natural only to undeveloped minds. It isa
profanation—a sort of atheism of which I
would not be guilty. And all our religions,
all our schemes of reformation, operating on
this superficial plane, need the very elements
which are necessary to reform.”

So revenge, war, polygamy, and every vi-
olation of the principles of morality, may not
be blamed. According to “the true and
only Bible,” it is impossible to do wrong!
To call murder and adultery evil is “ a sort
of atheism.” When this lecture was given,
in 1857, we said they might go further
practice than they had then gone, but in the
theory of lawlessness they were fully devel-
oped. This declaration of Davis, who is the
chief apostle of spiritnalism, will sanction
every abomination which has since been
manifested among them.

A. P. McCombs, a spiritualist, in a tract
entitled, ¢ Whatever is, is Right, Vindica-
ted,” says:—

“I will not contend about how Pope or
anybody else viewed the axiom, or into what
departments of God’s universe they give it
entrance; I believe that ‘whatever is, is
right,” in its fallest and broadest sense, cov-
ering every act in the past, present, and fu-
ture,”

More testimony to this point will be given
when we come to speak of the immoral ten-
dencies of the system, and the practices of
its adherents.

It is well known that they teach that the
spirits obtain entire control of the mediums,
and that passive yielding to their influence
is necessary to development as good medi-
ums. Any prudent person would wish to
know the nature of the spirits to which he
had so passively to yield, and avoid the in-
fluence, unless he could fully identify them.
But so reckless are spiritualists that they
court the influence and control of the spirits,
while they confess that they cannot identify
them. We will prove this by quotations
from the very best spiritualist anthorities.

A Mr. Hobart, of St. Joseph Co., Mich.,
in 1857, in a discussion on spiritualism,
said:(—

“The spirit sometimes assumes the name
of an individual belonging to the same
church, to induce them to hear. This is
necessary with some who are so bigoted
they would pot believe unless a name was
assumed which they respected.”

This was an admission that we did not
then suppose any intelligent spiritualist

would make. We had not before known
that they had so little confidence in these
communications, but investigation proves
the fact. Yet it is an obvious fact that all
spiritualists have changed in their faith and
lives uhder the influence of the spirits. This
is a point worthy of careful consideration,
that they are continually being molded and
fashioned by an infiuence in which they dare
not publicly avow the least confidence.

Joel Tiffany was an able speaker and pub-
lisher among them. In a discussion with
Pres. Mahan, in Cleveland, he said :—

“Persons have supposed that when they
get correct answers they get tests. But when
we come to understand that the spirit can
come into rapport with the mind in the cir-
cle, we then discover that he can perceive
his thoughts and get the ansiwer as well as
the question from his mind, and then being
in communication with the medium can an-
swer all his question, and give him perfect
answers, as to identity, at the same time
that he is a far different spirit from what he
purports to be.”

Judge Edmonds, in ¢ Spiritual Tracts,”
No. 7, page 4, says:—

“One day while I was at West Roxbury,
there came to me through Laura as the me-
dium, the spirit of one with whom I had
been well acquainted, but from whom I had
been separated some fifteen years. His was
a very peculiar character—one unlike that
of any other man whom I ever knew, and so
strongly marked that it was not easy to mis-
take his identity.

“I had not seen him in several years; he
was not at all in my mind at the time, and
he was unknown to the medium. Yet he
identified himself unmistakably, not only by
his peculiar characteristics, but by referring
to matters known only to him and me.

“I took it for granted he was dead, and
was surprised afterward to learn that he
was not. He is yet living.

“I cannot, on this occasion, go into all the
particulars of an interview which lasted
more than an hour. I was certain there was
no delusion about it, and as certain that it
was just as much of a spirit manifestation as
any I ever witnessed or heard of.”

But the credulity of spiritualists knows
no bounds. With all the evidence before
him, and the well- known admissions of spir-
itualists that lying spirits personate our
friends so well as to defy detection, the
Judge yet thinks it was the spirit of his
friend yet living !

The following experience of a circle of
“gix ladies and gentlemen” is taken from
the Boston Bee. The spirit of a dog first
identified itself. The paper states:—

¢ Several satisfactory answers were given
relative to its name, that of its late master,
time of its decease; &c. . . . The next spirit
was that of a cat, who revealed the secret
that it had been drowned while at a very
tender age, in a cistern, by a young lady
who was present. The answers in this in-
stance were correct and satisfactory.

 After this, a gentleman (who was a me-
dium) asked if the spirit of a favorite horse
was present. The raps were in the affirma-
tive. The raps then gave the name of the
horse by the alphabet, its age, the number of
years it had been dead, the name of the
g}ace where it had been struck by lightning,

.c.”

These were as “satisfactory tests " as have
ever been obtained.

A. J. Davis, in answer to a question con-
cerning the appearance of spirits, said :—

“These appearances are intended merely
a8 reminders and as tests of identity. All in-
telligent spirits are great artists. They can
psychologize a medium to see them, and to
describe them, in the style which would pro-
duce the greatest impression on the receiver.
. . . They can easily represent themselves
as being old or youung, as in worldly dress
or in flowing robes, as is deemed best suited
to accomplish the ends of the visitation.
They substitute pantomime and appearance
for oral explanations.”

In the Spiritual Telegraph of July 11,
1857, the leading editorial is entitled, “On
the Identification of Spirits.” The follow-
ing is the commencement of the article :—

““The question is continunally being asked,
especially by novitiates in spiritual investi-
gations, How shall we know that the spirits
who communicate with us are really the
ones whom they purport to be? and for
want of a satisfactory answer many minds
are thrown into perplexity, and even doubt,
ag to whether the go-called spiritnal mani-
festations are really such. In giving the re-
sults of our own experience and observation
npon this subject, we would premise that
gpirits unquestionably can, and ofien do,
personate other spirits, and that, too, often
with such perfection as, for the time being,
to defy every effort to detect the deception.
Not only can they represent the leading per-
sonal characteristics of the spirits whom
they purport to be, but they can relate such
facts in the history of said spirits, as may
be known to the inquirer, or to some ome
else with whom the communicating spirit is
or has been en ropport, And this, in our

opinion, is done so often as to very material-
ly diminish the value of any specific tests that
may be designedly instituted by the inquir-
er for the purpose of proving identity; and
that if direct tests are demanded at all, we
would recommend that they be asked for the
purpose of proving that the manifesting in-
fluence is that of a spirit, rather than to
prove what particular spirit is the agent of
its production.”

So it appears that all their talk about
“tests ” ang “test mediums?” is entitled to
no credit whatever. The “experience and
observation ” of the editor of the Telegraph
entitles his testimony to as much credit as
that of any spiritualist in the country. Ac-
cording to his view we can only assure our-
gelves *“that the manifesting influence is that
of a spirit,” which we would not deny, but
we cannot ascertain ‘ what particular spirit”
is communicating, as they * personate with
such perfection as to defy every effort to
detect the deception.” This is all that we
have ever claimed, or conld claim, in regard
to this great system of falsehood. The fol-
lowing from the same article is equally ex-
pressive of their characters and actions:—

“From much experience and observation,
however, we are satisfied that if, after hav-
ing received, in all good faith, such mes-
sages directly from the spirit friend whom
it purports to be, we proceed to inquiries
about matters of theological faith or specu-
lative philosophy, or even about such prac-
tical concerns of human life as may involve
the ambition, conceits, or prejudices of other
spirits than the one with whom up to that
moment we have been talking, then otler
spirits who may be more nearly related to,
or who may have more perfect control over,
the mediums, will most probably assume in-
stantly the name and position of our friend,
pushing the latter aside, and will set forth
his own theories, fancies, and probably falsi-
ties, using the name of our friend and all the
confidence we may have gained in the lat-
ter’s identity, by way of enforcing what he
would have us believe. And we receive the
communication perhaps with the utmost sur-
prise that our friend, in passing into the
spirit world, should have so soon changed
his opinion on that particular subject !”

A. J. Davis makes a statement similar to
the above. If only the main points of the
spiritual theory were true, we could not be
surprised if all changed their minds in many
respects when they enter the ¢spheres.”
But what a confession is this! How com-
pletely are all their tests of identity and
claims of reliability swept away.

Mr. Tiffany has also given pointed evi-
dence on this subject:—

“When communications are received
through public mediums, the probabilities
are that the communicators belong to a very
low plane of development, and that the com-
munications cannot be relied upon, whatever
may be the professions of the communicator.
There is almost always an influence which
belongs peculiarly to each medium—an in-
fluence which seems to be a presiding spirit,
which that medium will usually recognize,
answering to the name of ‘Jim’ or ‘John.
It is generally the case that this spirit will
be found on hand first, and is the ore to do
whatever is to be done, and he becomes the
father, mother, brother, sister, or friend of
everybody. . . . The circumstances of a
public circle are exceedingly unfavorable to
getting communications from spirits of a
high degree of refinement. The most that
can be obtained under such conditions is
gsome external evidence of spiritual exist-
ence. The point to which T wish to call
your attention is the almost universal fact
that mediums devoted to external manifesta-
tions, while under the influence of this pre-
siding spirit, are under an influence to de-
ceive, to cheat, which is almost irresistible.
It does not matter particularly how good
manifestations they get. I have seen this
deceptive disposition manifested in mediums
who could .get very remarkable manifesta-
tions, such as the movement, in the open
light, of a table with several men standing
upon it.”— Lect. pp. 122, 123.

These are quite sufficient to prove the
point. And such being the facts, all can
see that deception ard delusion are unavoid-
able-in the practical workings of spiritual-
ism. We propose now to offer proof from
their own writings, that it is not a mild or
innocent deception, but a very dangerous
one, J. H. W AGGONER.

No manners are so fine as the most awkward
manifestations of good-will toward men.

Obitnary HAotices,

* Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord fror henceforth.™
o

Diep, at Athens, Me., June 11, 1874, sister Sally
Qiles, aged eighty-five years. She professed religion.
early in life. In her seventy-seventh year she em-
braced present truth with gladness. Her life was
one of unusual self-denial, simple trust in God, and
earnest desires to know duty and do it. Her family
and also the church with which she was connected,
have great reason to cherish her memory with sacred-
ness. CHARLES STRATTON.
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Appointment for Eastern Camp-Meetings.

NEw ENGLAND, ........... Aug. 27-31, 1874.
MAINE, o ovviienieninnan Sept.  3-7, »
NEW YORE, ....oovvunnn.. v 10-14, »
OHIO, .................... " 17—21, "
INDIANA, (..o nwo 24-28, v

24 The pressure of camp-meeting duties pre-
vents the acknowledgment of business matters
this week. They will appear in due time.

7%~ In answer to the ‘“ Request” published in
REeview No. 7, for the P. O. addresses of the Pres-
ident, Secretary, and treasurer of the Mo. & Kan.
T. & M. Society, they give them as follows :—

Piesident, J. H. Rogers, Hamilton, Caldwell
Co., Mo.

Secretary, Wm. Evans, Hamilton, Caldwell Co.,
Mo.

Treasurer, J. A. O'Bryan, Holden, Jackson Co.,
Mo.

Mother Shipton’s Prophecy.

A rieceE of very imperfect poetry, under this
title, has been going the rounds of the papers, and
has a number of times been sent to this Office for
publication. It purports to have been written in
1041, and to be a prophecy of some remarkable
event to transpire between that time and the end.
Some passages would seem to refer quite distinctly
to the wonders of steam and électricity and the
discovery of gold. But the last two lines fix the
time and name the year for the Lord to come ;
and that spoils it all; for we have no confidence
in any such assertion. We once published all but
the last two lines of this prophecy. We did not
insert them because some would perhaps fix upon
the time, and above all, the impression would
very likely obtain that we were time-setters; an
impression which we shall be very careful to give
no one any occasion to entertain. U. 8.

Michigan Camp-Meeting.

AvTHOUGH the lateness of the hour will not per-
mit any extended notice of the meeting at this
time, I cannot forbear saying a few words.

Having contracted the ague in Indiana, I came
to the meeting afflicted in body, as well as greatly
depressed in mind. Sixth day, the Tth inst., I
was very sick all the day long, and it was with
difliculty that I was up and on the ground at any
time during the first five days of the meeting.

For several months past I had been passing
through severe trials of mind ; in self-examination
I'had not been idle, and I became exceedingly
dissatisfied with my religious experience, and my
standing before God. In humbling myself, and
in my confessions of my short-comings before the
Lord T was permitted to see my weakness, my
lukewarmness, and my danger. But the Lord did
not leave me thus. He gave me the evidences of
his loving kindness, and of the greatness of his
grace, in his willingness to reach down the strong
arms of his love to take us up in our lost condi-
tion and elevate us to be partakers of his divine
nature and of his joy.

On Wednesday, the 12th, having retired to the
grove to have a visit with Bro. White, after some
conversation in regard to my feelings and to my
condition, as Bro. White raised his voice in prayer
the glory of the Lord shone round about us, and
our hearts were filled with sacred joy. Together
we wept, and while sweet peace filled my mind,
new life seemed to be imparted to my feeble
frame, and all traces of disease were driven away.
Since that time, I have had richer views of the
love of God than ever before, and my bodily
health has not been so good in many years.

In my feeble and desponding state it seemed as
if I could not possibly labor in public much longer.
I thought the period of my efficiency was about
closed, and that other and younger laborers must
occupy my place. But I now believe it is God’s
will that, as the message rises in strength and
power, his servants should rise with it. Work,
which seemed so difficult, now seems a pleasure.
My hope is stronger than it has been at any time
before for years, and my heart beats in perfect
union with God’s faithful servants who have so

long, and under so many discouragements, “‘borne |
the heat and burden of the day.”

The cause and work of the third angel’s message
is of God ; his Spirit is in it, and it must succeed.
It is rising, and we will praise him for his pres-
ence with us, while we strive to do his will,

May the Lord help us all to realize the great-
ness of the work before us, to warn the world of
impending destruction, and to prepare to stand
in that terrible yet joyful day when his Son shall
be revealed from Heaven.

J. H. WaGGoNER.

TuE P. O, address of Eld. E. B. Lane is Lex-
ington, Richland Co., Ohio.

The Hygienic Cook Book.

Every family should have one. It will be a
great help to those who wish to adopt the most
healthful diet. And who doesnot! It is more
than folly to choose to live upon a diet that is
constantly undermining health and preparing the
system to suddenly fall under the power of dis-
ease. It is better to deny perverted appetite,
and learn to relish the most healthful food.
While folly follows the fashion, wisdom finds a
better way.

The Cook Book recommends the most healthy
food, and gives instructions how to prepare it.
It should not be necessary to advise people to
“¢ choose the best,” yet they are slow to make such
a choice. And for the benefit of those who are
beginners in the health reform, and should make
a gradual change, the‘* progressive” department
is added, embracing some articles of food that are
not strictly hygienic—not the best. It is not in-
tended that they should always remain in this de-
partment ; but that they should progress till they
attain to the best. Yet many who have been sup-
posed to be staunch reformers for years show a
decided preference still for this part of the book.
They pass by that which has the first place as the
very best, and mark their progress as we used to
in the spelling book of olden time, by getting over
‘‘beyond the pictures.” If this is a mark of prog-
ress, would it not be better in the future editions
of the book to put the progressive department in
the forepart of the book? .

Those who would adopt the reform should have
the book. If you would abandon unhealthy ar-
ticles of food, and, at the same time, not suffer
for the want of something to supply their place,
get the book, and learn to provide a great variety
of the most- delicious, as well as most healthful,
food. R. F. CorTRELL.

Special Notice.

THOSE coming to the New England Camp-meet-
ing who come over the Worcester and Nashua R.
R. must purchase Camp-meeting tickets at Wor-
cester and Nashua, as no return tickets will be
given to those places. But return tickets will be
given to other points on the road. Those coming
from Boston will do well to take the cars from
Boston and Worcester depot for Clinton, Mass.,
instead of Boston and Fitchburg depot. Clinton
is about a mile from the camp-ground. Arrange-
ments will be made to convey those passengers
who are unable to walk that distance from Clin-

ton to the camp-ground.
S. N. HASKELL.

Notice.

THosE coming to the Vermont Camp-meeting
over the Vermont Central R. R. will take stage
at Waterbury for Morrisville. To make connec-
tion, they should get on the train that arrives at
Waterbury 8} . M. Free return tickets to those
coming over Vt. R. R., on the ground. Those
coming over P. & O. R. R. will call for camp-
meeting tickets at the station. L. BEan.

Free Return Tickets.

ARRANGEMENTS have been made with the R. W.
& O. and Syracuse Northern Railroad for free re-
turn tickets to all attending the camp-meeting at
Kirkville, commencing Sept. 10, 1874.

C. O. Tavior.

To the Churches in Qhio.

As our Conference will hold its next annual

is necessary that the clerk of each church furnish
the secretary with a financial and church report.
The treasurers should also send in their s. B.
quarterly reports. Quite a number have not been
heard from this year. Let the reports be sent in
two weeks before the meetings. Address A. A.
Hutchins, Fremont, Ohio.
O. MEags.

Notice.

‘WiLL the brethren who have received blank re-
ports from the secretary of the New England
Conference please fill out the same, and forward
immediately to M. Wood, South Boston, Mass.?
There is still time for the secretary to make up
his books before camp-meeting if those whose
duty it is to fill out these blanks will but heed the
admonition of Paul found in Rom. 12 : 11.

: M. Woon.

Quarterly Meetings in Minnesota.

AT Medford, Aug. 22, 23,
Wasioja or Concord, 29, 30.
(Where Bro. Vankirk may appoint.)
Kenyon, Sept. 5, 6.
Pine Island, 12 13,
Greenwood Prairie, 19, 20.
Maiden Rock, Wis,, “ 26, 27.

Providence permitting,’I will be present.
STEPHEN PIERCE.

Leave your grievances as Napoleon did his let-
ters, unopened for three weeks, and it is astonish-

ing how few of them by that time will require an-
swering.

meeting in connection with the camp-meeting, it |-

Appointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand

et

*,* Services in Chicago, every Sabbath (seventh day), at 289
West Erie 8t. All Babbath-keepers spending a Sabbath in Chi.
cago are invited to attend.

The New England Camp-Meeting.

Tr1s meeting will be held according to the ap-
pointment, Aug. 27-31. It will be upon the old
ground near South Lancaster village. The cars
on Thursday and Friday, except the evening train,
are expected to stop at the ground. Those com-
ing over the Boston, Clinton, and Fitchburg road
will stop at Clinton which is about a mile and a
half from the camp-ground. Considering the
success that has thus far attended the western
camp-meetings this year, the important advance
steps that are being taken in this work, which
will be considered at this meeting, and the pres-
ence of Bro. and sister White, we look for the
most important meeting ever held in New England,
and we expect a larger attendance than at any
previous camp-meeting in this Conference. Es-
pecially do we invite all scattered members, who
have not the privilege of weekly meetings with
those of like precious faith, to attend this meet-
ing. We have reached an important crisis in this
work. There are many who are embracing the
Sabbath by the efforts of the Tract Society. All
such should be encouraged to attend the meeting.
Unconverted children of Sabbath-keepers, your
friends and neighbors who are favorably impressed
with the truth, should be encouraged to attend.
Then let the church come prepared to labor for
their salvation.

Those wishing tents should order immediately,
stating what size, and whether they wish to buy
or to rent. Order of H. B. Stratton, 65 Dorches-
ter Street, South Boston, Mass. Prices will prob-
ably range about the same as heretofore.

H. B. StrarToN, } N. E. Camp-
J. C. Tucker, Meeting
S. Magrin, Committee.

The New England Conference

WiLL hold its next annual session in connection
with the camp-meeting which is to be held at South
Lancaster, commencing Aug. 27. Each church
should see that its delegates are appointed and
on the ground the first day of the meeting. Let
the church officers of each church see that their
reports are sent at once to the secretary, !M,
‘Wood, Corner of K and Emerson Streets, South
Boston, Mass. Also let each s. B. treasurer see
that the s. B. pledges are paid in each church as
far as convenient, so that the money may be paid
in to the Conference treasurer on, or before, the
time of the camp-meeting.

S. N. Haskern; ) N. E.

H. B. StratToN, » Conf.

A. W. SuiTH, Com.

Maine Camp-meeting and Conference.

Tae Maine Conference will hold its next annu-
al session in connection with the camp-meeting at
Skowhegan, one mile above Pishon’s Ferry, where
it was held last year, commencing Sept. 3, 1874,
and holding over the 7th.

Let all of our churches and companies where s.
B. is organized send their delegates to this Con-
ference, and let all see that their s. B. is paid up
to the last quarter. Let the s. B. treasurers see
that their quarterly reports are sent to the State
Conference secretary, Timothy Bryant, North
Jay, Me., in season, so that we may have a correct
report of the financial standing of the Conference.
We want to see a general gathering of the breth-
ren and sisters on the old camp-ground this fall.
Let no one stay at home that possibly can attend.

J. B. GoopricH, ) Maine.
G. W. Barker, ; Conf.
‘W, MorTox, Com.

Tar Maine T. &. M. Society will hold its next
annual meeting on the camp-ground in Skowhe-
gan, Sept. 3-7. Dist. No. 1 will hold its next
quarterly meeting in connection with the annual
meeting. Let all see that their reports are sent
in in season, so that a full report can be made of
all that has been done for the last quarter. Dis-
trict Nos. 2 and 3 should hold their quarterly
meetings at least two weeks previous, and their
reports be sent to the State secretary.

J. B. GoopricH, Pres.

N. Y. Conference.

Tue N. Y. and Pa. Conference will hold its
next anual session in connection with the camp-
meeting at Kirkville, N. Y., Sept. 10-14, 1874.

Systematic Benevolence should be re-arranged
and delegates appointed for the Conference in
season so that they may all be on the ground the
first day of the meeting.

There should be a special effort made to have
each church in the Conference represented either
by delegate or letter, as the ‘Conference records
will probably be revised and ehurches standing on
the records and failing to report at this meeting
may be dropped. We hope to see a general at-
tendanee at this meeting in accordance with the
suggestions of Bro. Butler.

Let not home cares unnecessarily detain any.
Make a sacrifice, if need be, to be present, and
then expect to meet the Lord there.

P. Z. KINNE, %N. Y.

B. L. WHITNEY, Conf.
8. N. WaLsworra, ) Com.

The annual meeting of the N. Y. and Pa. T. &
M. Society will be held in connection with the
camp-meeting at Kirkville, Sept. 10-14, 1874.

. P. Z. Kinxg, Pres.

Ohio Camnp-Meeting.

Ta1s meeting will be held on the farm of Mah-
lon Meeker, two and a half miles north of Bowling
.Green and five miles east of Tontogany, Sept. 17—
21. Tontogany is on the D. & M. R. R. twenty
miles south-west of Toledo., All persons coming
by R. R. will stop off at Tontogany, where teams
will meet all trains to convey passengers and their
baggage to the camp-ground and back to the train
free. The committee will see that the grounds
are fitted in a proper manner. Provision and
horse feed will be furnished on the grounds at a
reasonable price. Straw for bedding will be fur-
nished free. We hope our brethren and sisters
will all make an earnest effort to come to this
meeting and to work for God, for yourselves, and
for others. May the blessing of God attend these
our yearly gatherings. Come, dear friends, and
bring your children and friends with you. Be
on the ground with your tents up on Wednesday,
prepared to stay until the close of the meeting.
Ve extend a hearty invitation to Bro.and sister

‘White to meet with us in our camp-meeting.

On10 Camp-MEETING COMMITTEE.

The Qhio Conference.

TrE Ohio Conference will hold its next annual
session in connection with the camp-meeting near
Bowling Green, commencing Sept. 17, 1874. Let
the church ofticers make their reports in season.
We hope the friends of the cause will make a spe-
cial effort to attend this meeting, to be on the
ground with their delegates when the meeting
commences, and stay to its close, prepared to
work for the Lord that we may obtain his blessing?

0. MEARS, Ohin
Wy, CHINNOUK, » Conf.
E. C. PEnN, s Com.

TaE Ohio T. & M. Society will hold its next an-
nual session in connection with the camp-meeting.
The district directors will hold their district quar-
terly meetings that reports may be sent to the sec-
retary in time for this meeting. 0. MEARs.

Indiana Camp-meeting and Conference.

TuE second annual session of the Conference of
S. D. Adventists of Indiana will be held in con-
nection with the camp-meeting to be held at
Rail’s Grove, four and one-half miles west of Ko-
komo, Howard Co., Ind., Sept. 24-29, 1874.

Inp. Conr. CoM.

Quarterly Meetings in Minnesotsi.

LiTcHFIELD, Aug. 29, 30.
Grove Lake, Sept. 5, 6.

‘West Union, 12,13,
Osakis, 19, 20.
Chisago, 26, 27.
River Falls, Wis., Oct. 3, 4. -

HARRISON GRANT.

QUARTERLY meeting of the Ohio T. & M. So-
ciety, Dist. No. 4, at Clyde, Aug. 29, 30. All
the members are requested to report.

O. F. GurLForp, Director.

QuarTeErRLY meeting for Mt. Hope church,
Grant Co., Wis., Aug. 29, 30, 1874. Brethren
and sisters from other churches are cordially in-
vited to attend. We hope Bro. Sanborn will be
with us. What. PrOCTOR.

QUaRTERLY meeting of the S. D. Adventists of
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., and vicinity at East Otto,
the fourth Sabbath and first-day in August.

%. B. WaiRrren.

QUARTERLY meeting for the Fish Lake church,
Wis,, in the school-house near W. Farrar’s, Aug.
29 and 30. We desire all who can to come to this
meeting. P. S. THURSTON.

Quraterly meeting of Iowa and Nebraska T. &
M. Society, Dist. No. 1, at Waukon, Iowa, Aug.
22 and 23. Let librarians and members make a
special effort to have a full report.

. T. H. CHAPMAN, Director.

QuarTERLY meeting of the T. & M. Society for
Dist. No. 8 of the Missouri and Kansas Confer-
ence, at Lincoln school-house, Johnson Go., Mo.,
Aug. 29 and 30, 1874. A general attendance of
friends is expected. J. A. O’BryYaAN, Director.

ANaMosa, Iowa, Sept. 12 and 13, 1874, A
two days’ meeting. All are cordially invited.
In behalf of the church. JEssE Dorcas.

QuarTERLY meeting of the T. & M. Society of
Wisconsin, Dist. No. 5, in connection with the
church quarterly meeting at Liberty Pole, on the
first Sabbath and first-day in September, 1874.
Eld. O. A. Olson is expected.

Evr OsBorx, Director.

MoxTHLY meeting of the churches of Raymond,
Oakland, Johnstown, and Little Prairie, will be
held at Little Prairie, Wis., the first Sabbath and
first-day in September. Will the members of
the last-named church please come prepared to
settle their s. B. dues? H. HUuNTER, Clerk.

[

QuarTERLY meeting of the T. & M. Society of
Missouri and Kansas, Dist. No. 7, at Nevada,
Vernon Co., Mo., Sept. 4-6. We earnestly de-
sire all who can to come to this meeting. We ex-
pect Eld. J. H. Rogers to be with us.  We would
also invite all the scattered brethren who wish to
take a part in this great work to meet with us. -

J. F. KLOSTERMYER, Director.

GENERAL quarterly meeting of the Iowa and
Nebraska T. and M. Society at Knoxville, Iowa,
August 29 and 30. Let each director see that his
district is properly represented. Hope there will
be a general rally at this meeting, and that the

blessing of God may attend it. H. Nicora.
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