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"THE NINETY AND NINE," 

[The following is one of Mr. Sankey's favorite hymns, 
which he sings with thrilling effect at the Moody and 
Sankey revival meetings. It was written for Mr. San-
key by a lady in England, but the music is Sankey's 
own.] 

THERE were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold, 

But one was out on the hills away, 
Far off from the gates of gold •, 

Away on the mountains wild and bare, 
Away from the tender Shepherd's care. 

Lord, thou hast here thy ninety and nine, 
Are they not enough for thee? 

But the Shepherd made answer: One of mine 
Has wandered away from me; 

And although the road be rough and steep 
I go to thp desert to find my sheep. 	• 

But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed, 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord 
passed through 

Ere he found his sheep that was lost, 
Out in the desert he heard its cry, 
Sick and helpless and ready to die. 

Lord, whence are those blood-drops all the way 
That mark out the mountain's track? 

They were shed for one who had gone astray 
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back. 

Lord, whence are thy hands so rent and torn? 
They were pierced to-night by many a thorn. 

And all through the mountains, thunder-riven, 
And up from the rocky steep, 

There rose a cry to the gate of Heaven: 
"Rejoice, I have found my sheep 1" 

And the angels re-echo around the throne : 
" Rejoice, for the Lord brings back his own." 

Orntrat lffirtro. 

THE TURKISH DIFFICULTY. 
BY. WM. PENNIMAN. 

IT is interesting to the student of proph-
ecy, and especially to those who believe in 
the soon coming of Christ, to watch the 
progress of those events which indicate that 
the final consummation is near, and that the 
time is at hand when the everlasting kingdom 
of God will be set up, and " the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ." To understand the 
prophecies, we must, by the help of God, not 
only look into the history of the past, but 
also consider events transpiring at the present 
time. 

To prove that this question as it pertains 
to Turkey is working out results in accord-
ance with the word of God, we refer the 
reader to " Thoughts on Daniel," remarks on 
Chap. 11 : 40-45. 	This work, published 
nearly three years ago, in commenting on a 
part of the forty-fifth verse, contains the fol-
lowing :— 

" And mark, also, how applicable the lan-
guage to that power [Turkey] : ' He shall 
come to his end and none shall help him.' 
This plainly implies that this power has pre-
viously received help. And what are the 
facts ? In the war against France in 1798-
1801, and in the Crimean war in 1853-6, 
Turkey received the assistance of other pow-
ers, without which she would probably have 
failed to accomplish her object. And it is a 
notorious fact that since the fall of the Otto-
man supremacy in 1840, that empire has ex-
isted through the sufferance of other powers. 
Without their pledged support, she would 
not be long able to maintain even a nominal 
existence, and when that is withdrawn she 
must come to the ground. So the prophecy 
says the king comes to his end, and none help 
him ; and he comes to his end, as we  

may naturally infer, because none help him ; 
because the support previously rendered is 
withdrawn. 

" Have we any indications that this part 
of the prophecy is soon to be fulfilled ? As 
we raise this inquiry, we look not to the dim 
and distant ages in the past, whose events so 
long ago transferred to the page of history 
now interest only the few, but to the present, 
living, moving world. Are the nations which 
are now on the stage of action with their 
disciplined armies, and their multiplied weap-
ons of war, making any movement looking to 
this end ? 

"All eyes are now turned with interest. 
toward Turkey ; and the unanimous opinion 
of statesmen is, that the Turk is destined 
soon to be driven from Europe."—Pages 338, 
339. 

From the following quotation, taken from 
the New York Weekly Witness of Dec. 2, we 
can see how nearly the thoughts expressed 
above accord with the facts in the case. 

When the " lately sick but now dying 
man " is driven from Europe, we may look 
for a further fulfillment of that prophecy. 

" A sudden change has recently come over 
the Eastern Question. It has now reached 
a critical stage. So far as can be ascertained 
it is obvious that Austria is no longer uncer-
tain what part she is to take. Some as-
surances must have passed between the em-
peror of Austria and the czar. All the in-
dications point in the direction of the semi-
independence of Herzegovina. The great 
powers seem to have determined that the 
degree of freedom now enjoyed by Servia, 
Montenegro, and Roumania, shall be ex-
tended to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The ob-
ject of this is not difficult to perceive. It is 
clear that the dismemberment of Turkey is 
meant. Province by province has been 
placed in a position of real though not osten-
sible antagonism to the Porte, and the 
probability is that when Bosnia and Herze-
govina are severed the stay of the Turk in 
Europe must be short. 

" The understanding between Russia and 
Austria must have included an arrangement 
for the preservation of peace among the 
Transleithan subjects of the latter • for if 
the Slaves on the other side of the Austrian 
frontier should unite in one form of govern-
ment when Bosnia and Herzegovina have 
thrown off the Turkish yoke, there is no say-
ing how soon this union movement might 
extend into A ustria. 

"As it is therefore apparently certain that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina are to be set free, 
the grand bone of contention becomes more 
defined, and the powers which will take a 
share in the struggle for its possession have 
great interests at stake. Germany does not 
regard with favor any further advance of 
Russia into Europe. To the " land-hunger " 
of the new empire, the control of the mouth 
of the Danube by Russia would be very un-
palatable. The possession of Constantinople 
by the czar would be still more disagreeable 
to Germany, as she is exceedingly ambitious 
of becoming a great maritime power, and the 
fewer aspirants to the place she covets in 
Europe the better are the chances for her suc-
cess. Cooped up by Constantinople on the 
one hand and by Copenhagen on the other, 
any Russian fleet in the Black Sea or the 
Baltic would be of little avail in a war to be 
decided by a naval engagement. 

" Austria has little to gain by the further 
aggression of Russia unless that power will 
protect her from any fresh annexation by 
Germany. Disraeli has spoken for Great 
Britain. British interests are to be jealously 
guarded, and this means, if it means any-
thing, that the Bosphorus and the Darda-
nelles will be closed against the exit of a 
Russian fleet in the direction of Egypt or 
India. Very much will depend upon the 
sympathies and aspirations of the persons 
who may be in charge of the government of 
France as to the part she will take in the 
final disposition of the lately " sick " but now 
dying " man." Italy will be .guided by the 
course Germany will pursue, as, the papal 
claims prevent her leaning towards France. 

"The actual solution of the difficulty would  

therefore be sought in what Germany might 
be willing to do. Bismarck will not allow 
the map of Europe to be changed to any 
great extent without making the new bound-
aries of states conduce directly to the ad-
vantage of Germany. What Germany wants 
is additional sea-coast. The possession of 
Belgium and Denmark would reconcile that 
power to a very considerable modification of 
her present views with regard to Turkey. 

" Events are evidently watched carefully at 
Berlin. It is not impossible, as has been 
suggested, that there is a hope of extending 
the German Empire some day to the Adri-
atic—a contingency not so absurd as it looks 
at first sight, if the condition of Austria is 
considered. If Germany finds that Turkey 
will be rent asunder without any benefit to 
herself, Austria will receive a persuasive mes-
sage from Berlin presenting several forcible 
reasons why Russia should be kept at a dis-
tance. Turkey may be maintained for a few 
years in possession of the small amount of 
territory remaining to her after the Christian 
provinces are all independent through the 
jealousy existing between the great powers, 
but the end of Turkish rule in Europe, with 
the complications which must ensue, cannot 
be far distant." 

" The Sabbath and the Centennial." 

THAT which attracts the.attention of a na-
tion is often instrumental In drawing out na-
tional sentiment. Thus, the coming Centen-
nial Exhibition is effectual in awakening 
public feelings and interests on the " Amer-
ican Sabbath," as the following extract, which 
we clip from the Independent Republican of 
Dec. 6,1875, will show. 

Shall we not take advantage of this arous-
ing on the Sabbath question by calling the 
attention of our fellow-men to the only true 
Sabbath, that of the fourth commandment 7 

M. B. MILLER. 
Parkville, Dec. 13, 1875. 
An effort is being made to induce the Di-

rectors of the Centennial Board to reconsider 
their determination to close the Centennial 
Exhibition on Sunday. Several religious 
organizations have protested against the pro-
posed desecration of the Sabbath, and we 
notice that the American Bible Society will 
decline to occupy the apartment assigned 
them for the display of their books, if the 
exhibition is to be kept open on Sunday. 

The Philadelphia Evening Telegraph, in an 
article against closing the doors on Sunday, 
says :— 

" The Sunday revenue may be as much as 
half of the whole receipts, and from a money 
view alone it is worth while to inquire 
whether this return is not of more conse-
quence than that which is likely to accrue 
from assurances to a restricted class of peo-
ple that Sunday is to be kept ' sacred.' But, 
in fact, it will be impossible to close the Ex-
hibition ; the managers know it as well or 
better than any body, and the talk on the 
question is deceitful and misleading. If the 
claims of working people, and the immense 
accession of revenue could be disregarded, we 
should not find it possible to resist the press-
ure of the foreign element, which would view 
such a course of action in the light of a per-
sonal indignity. We are not to invite the 
world here, and then bind it to a line of ac-
tion of which it has no conception." 

There is a great principle involved in this 
question, which should not lightly be set 
aside on any plea of mere expediency. If 
'this were .a heathen country, ignorant of Chris-
tianity and ignoring it entirely, there would be 
some' force in the argument of the Telegraph. 
But Christianity and the Christian Sabbath 
are recognized in the common statute law of 
the State in which the Exhibition is to be 
held, and ours is regarded as peculiarly that 
country whose God is the Lord. It was his 
gracious favor which guided us through the 
perils of our war of Independence, the inau-
guration of which we are about to celebrate, 
hnd our gratitude will be irreverently man-
ifested by conducting the Exhibition in a 
way which will ignore h's Sabbath, and turn  

it into a day of amusement, drunkenness, and 
crime, defying the laws of God and man. 
The Exhibition will remain open six months, 
day and night, so that none will be deprived 
of the opportunity of visiting it as often as 
they may desire. Foreigners, it is true, have 
been invited to participate in the celebration ; 
but we want to show them the beauty of our 
free institutions, and the quiet of the Amer-
ican Sabbath, as compared with the noise 
and gaiety of the European Sabbath. They 
should not expect us to conform to their way 
of spending the Sabbath, but, as our guests, 
we have a right to expect them to conform 
to ours. 

This is a serious question, and we trust 
the Board of Directors will firmly resist all 
attempts to turn the Exhibition into a scene 
of. Sabbath desecration, where, on every 
Lord's day, the baser portion of the popula-
tion would hold a carnival of drunkenness 
and debauchery. The Christian population 
would consider themselves outraged by such 
a course, and would be compelled to with-
draw their sympathy from the enterprise. 
The Exhibition will be regarded as reflecting 
our national character, an it would be bet-
ter that it should not be held at all than to 
result in giving us the reputation of a nation 
of Sabbath-breakers. If the prosperity which 
has marked our career through the past cen-
tury is to be continued, it must be through 
the continued smiles and gracious favor of 
the God of the Sabbath.—Franklin Repos-
itory. 

How to Comert Companions to the Truth. 

IN many cases only the husband or the 
wife embraces the Sabbath, while the other 
is very much opposed to it. In other cases, 
Sabbath-keeping sisters marry unbelievers 
who, in a short time, bring to bear every in-
fluence they can to induce or compel their 
wives to give up the Sabbath, even though 
they had made fair promises to the contrary 
before they were married. Such cases are 
constantly coming to our attention. Fre-
quently these sisters are brought into great 
trial and perplexity. They do not know 
what to do. They love their husbands and 
their family. They love to have peace and 
harmony, and for this they are willing to do 
anything consistent. 'But they also fear God 
and love his holy Sabbath and the present 
truth. They feel fully persuaded that if they 
give this up they will go into the dark, back-
slide from God, and lose their souls. This. is 
a very trying position in which to be placed. 
And it requires great wisdom to always 
know just how to act. 

Having observed a good deal upon this 
point, I wish to offer these persons some ad-
vice. The first duty of every individual is to 
God. Nobody can come in and release us 
from that, not even a husband, a wife, a 
child, or a parent. God has the first claims, 
and his claims upon us are always compatible 
with our duty to our families and to all 
others. Hence, no one can be conscience for 
us in these matters. When a woman mar-
ries a man she does not give up her individ-
uality, nor can she throw the responsibility 
of her actions upon her husband. She has a 
conscience of her own, and a duty to God, 
which she cannot leave with another, what-
ever suffering it may bring upon her. This 
is distinctly taught by. Jesus. See Luke 14 : 
25-32. Hence the companion should be 
firm, unwavering, and fully decided in obeying 
God, whatever the other may say about it. 

But would it not be best to yield some-
what, for the time being, to pacify the unbe-
lieving husband I For instance, to not be 
baptized, not join the church, not attend 
meeting, go, to some party with him on the 
Sabbath, or something like that I No ; de-
cidedly. I have observed cases where this 
has been tried, and always with the same re-
sult. It always encourages them to press 
you the harder, and persecute you the more. 
They see by this that you are of a yielding 
disposition, and that if they only press hard 
enough and long enough you will finally 
yield the whole ground. If you wish to en-
courage them in the notion, then take this 
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course, and they will be sure to make the 
most of it. 

But, suppose your husband threatens to 
leave you, or commit suicide, or to do some 
other evil thing, what then ? My observa-
tion is that persons who make such threats 
are the very ones who never carry them out. 
I have seen this tried over and over till I am 
satisfied that there is no danger in that di-
rection whatever. Many cases have come 
under my observation. In one case the hus-
band gave his young wife twenty-four hours 
to give up the Sabbath or part with him. 
Of course she felt terribly about it. She did 
not know what to do. Her sister advised 
her to stand by the truth any way—to trust 
in God. She gave him her decision; and 
now mark the result. Instead of doing as he 
had threatened, it brought him to his senses. 
He began to investigate the truth, and now 
is rejoicing in it with his good wife. If she 
had yielded, in all probability he never 
would have examined it any farther. 

Another case lately came under my atten-
tion—that of a husband who opposed his wife 
most bitterly for long years. But the wife 
held steadily on to the Lord, and finally he 
came to himself, became friendly, and did all 
he could to help her live out the truth. 

Many such cases as these are constantly 
oceuring, all of them showing that the best 
and only wise course to take is to go straight 
ahead in your duty to God. The Lord can 
turn men about in a marvelous manner when 
we least expect it, But we must carefully 
walk before him, and do our duty, or he will 
not work for us. Do not be too soon dis-
couraged nor lose your faith. Do not yield 
when the pressure comes hard. That is the 
very time to gain a great victory for yourself 
and for the truth. 	D. M. CANRIGHT. 

Gratitude. 

Or the few redeeming qualities prossessed by 
the human heart, perhaps there is none in which 
so many excellent traits are blended, and which 
is more to be admired, than that of gratitude. 
Many claim it to be a natural trait; that is, 
if it is not in the heart, it cannot be drawn 
forth by favors, kind acts, nor by the force of 
circumstances. Their reasoning seems plausi-
ble; for sympathy and  timely aid bestowed 
upon Ifib—urrenliglitened savagehava—cilIa 
forth this virtue in as great a degree as when 
conferred on those possessing the advantages 
of a much higher intelligence. 

Favors bestowed upon the grateful are not 
soon forgotten. The words, " Thine o wo friend, 
and thy father's friend forsake not," were 
written for those who are prone to forget fa-
vors, and need precept upon precept to keep 
in lively exercise what emotions of gratitude 
they have. But there are persons who have a 
heart to appreciate a good deed, whether it be 
a kind act, a sympathizing word, or a salu-
tary reproof. By such, favors' are not only 
highly valued, but are also remembered during 
a lifetime. 

While this virtue may be called suddenly into 
exercise, it may be as lasting as the relations 
connected with it. By this we are reminded 
of a circumstance connected with Joseph's 
brethren, at the time he made himself known 
to them. He sought in various ways to bring 
to their minds the heinous sin of which they 
had been guilty in selling him into slavery. 
The arrest of Benjamin, the accusation that 
he had stolen the cup, and the decision that 
he, and he alone, should be retained, while the 
others were suffered 	to return to their homes, 
caused them to feel sensibly their past wrongs. 

Judah realized their true condition, while 
Benjamin felt its force more directly upon 
himself. As the youngest son, he had become 
since the loss of Joseph, the favorite child of 
an aged father, and no doubt he had often 
heard his parent mourn and lament the sup-
posed death of' the son of his old age. How 
would his absence be endured by his bereaved 
father ? Turning from this view of his situa-
tion, he saw himself doomed to a life of slav-
ery—no more to greet his friends, nor to en-
joy their society nor the pleasures of home. 
He saw himself the victim of a contrived plot, 
convicted by strong, though circumstantial, 
evidence. We may imagine that scene better 
than it can be described. 

Joseph, though apparently severe, was no 
less affected, than his brethren. No doubt he 
watched with anxiety the sorrowful counte-
nances of each, and awaited with interest the 
result of his stratagem. Judah' now ventured 
his plea. Briefly, but clearly, he gave the 
history of his father's family, alluding to the 
loss of Joseph, its effect upon his father's 
mind, Jacob's reluctance to let Benjamin go, 
and his own surety for the lad's return. He 
now, to clear himself and save his father from 
the loss of his favorite son, offered himself to 
take Benjamin's place. 

This conduct proved to Joseph the deep re-
pentance wrought in the hearts of his brethren,  

and his course is written for our instruction if 
ever placed in like circumstances ; but we are 
left to conjecture how Judah's offer affected 
Benjamin. Gratitude must have filled his 
heart, and the knowledge that he had so no-
ble a brother could not always have been 
kept within his own breast. He no doubt 
rehearsed the incident of the stolen cup to his 
children, in connection with the account of 
Joseph's making himself known, but Judah's 
plea and offering received due respect and at-
tention each time the story was told. Neither 
was it forgotten in after generations. If for a 
time the memory was suffered to become dim, 
it was revived again in all its freshness and 
beauty. Once the crown lay between the two 
tribes. A long and bloody war showed the 
power of the contestants; but when Benjamin 
yielded, he gave all, and never withdrew his 
allegiance as did the other tribes, but remained 
true and loyal to Judah, so long as they re-
mained a nation and a distinct people. 

C. GREEN. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Wisdom. 

" HER ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace." Prov. 3 : 17. 

It is believed by the great mass of man-
kind that the path of the righteous is a very 
gloomy and painful one. They imagine that 
the life of the Christian is one of continual 
sorrow and unhappiness. But nothing could 
be more incorrect than this view. The first 
dawn of a genuine religious experience upon 
the converted soul is often a period of such 
happiness as words cannot describe. The 
very fact that his peace is made with his 
Judge; that he has applied to Jesus for the 
pardon of sins of which he has deeply repent-
ed ; that he sympathizes with God in hatred 
of sin and love of holiness; and that he loves 
God and his people-.---all these are in his favor. 

But, greater than all, the faith the Chris-
tian exercises in God buoys him up above the 
world. God by his Spirit moves upon his 
heart, and first convicts, then pardons, then 
comforts him. These operations of his Spirit 
God would not grant to one who had no faith 
in his word ; and this faith reconciles man to 
God, through Christ. Such a condition of 
things would bring peace to the sinner, even 
if t]aiselifeewere ally-and there were no future_ 
beyond. 

But there are additional reasons which 
should make the life of the Christian one of 
continued enjoyment. He is now in the 
school of Christ ; he knows the way to God, 
and thus his communication with Heaven is 
never severed, except by his own neglect ; 
and good angels are now specially interested 
in his behalf. 

The future reward should not be left out 
of the account in our list of reasons for Chris-
tian peace and joy. No! Like Abraham, the 
people of God look forward, with unspeakable 
joy, to that city which bath foundations, 
whose maker and builder is God. 

Such a foundation being laid, it is not 
strange that the Christian is happy, calm, and 
self-possessed, even amid opposition and ha-
tred. 

Wisdom in the text means the highest wis-
dom, such as is here described ; and we must 
not forget, that God by his Spirit operates 
in power upon the heart which has made 
choice of this wisdom. Those who possess 
such wisdom as we have here spoken of will 
outlive the present state of things, and will 
shine in undiminished and increasing luster, 
while the ages of eternity roll on. 

Faith in God is the foundation of the Chris-
tian's hope. This is what gives life to what 
would otherwise be a dim and uncertain 
theory ; for in every part of our history, the 
Spirit of God is present. And if we recog-
nize this Spirit and cherish it, we shall be led 
along from one degree of wisdom to another, 
until we have the unutterable joy of embrac-
ing the One, who, as the Author of true wis-
dom, died a painful death, thereby showing 
the true value of wisdom, and winning man 
to embrace it. 	 Jos. CLARKE. 
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The Prohibition. 

PAUL gives a gracious yet solemn admonition, 
applicable to many professed followers of 
Jesus in these days, in the words : " Be not 
conformed to this world." This language is 
addressed to Christians; and Christians are 
Christ's living epistles to a fallen world. 
They are to tell of a Saviour's love, breathe 
his spirit, and testify of his merits. They are 
to herald to every nation upon earth the glad 
tidings that Jesus is soon coming. 

But what effect will talking or writing have 
upon those who hear or read, if we ourselves 
are conformed to the world, and show that we 
are ensnared by its fascinating allurements ? 
How very inconsistent to be one day at the 
Lord's table, showing forth his death, and  

another, in the giddy dance, keeping time to 
the sound of music; or to spend a portion of 
the morning in reading the Scriptures which 
are able to make one wise unto salvation, and 
in the evening sit down at a game of cards or 
visit the theatre or opera. Neither should 
time and money be spent in adorning the person 
in costly array, in open violation of the rules 
laid down by the apostle in 1 Pet. 3 : 2-4. 
How much conformity to the world there is 
among professors of that religion which re-
quires us to mortify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts. How many follow the fashions of 
the world, and seek after its pleasures and gay 
amusements ! 

Dear reader, are you conforming to the world 
to avoid its frowns and to escape persecution ? 
If so, remember you are no better than Jesus, 
and he was persecuted. Think of his words : 
" Marvel not if the world hate you • for ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you." 
But how can the world hate those who conform 
to it and so much resemble it? It cannot. 
It does not. There is not that distinction be-
tween professed Christians and the world which 
there ought to be. If we were the temples of 
the Holy Ghost, if Christ dwelt in us, if we 
lived in close fellowship with God, and walked 
in the light which God has been pleased to 
give unto us, could we be so conformed to the 
world as many of us are ? 	M. WOOD. 
. Boston, Mass. 

The Need of Our Times. 

NOT eloquence in the pulpit nor wealth in 
the pews, but the reviving influence of the 
Holy Spirit. Spurgeon says, " The Holy 
Spirit is able to make the word as successful 
now as in the days of the apostles. He can 
bring in by hundreds and thousands as easily 
as by ones and twos. The reason why we are 
not more prosperous is that we have not the 
Holy Spirit within us in might and power as 
in early times. If we had the Spirit sealing 
our ministry with power, it would signify very 
little about our talent. Men might be poor and 
uneducated ; their words might be broken and 
ungrammatical ; there might be none of the 
polished periods of Hall or glorious thunders 
of Chalmers; but if the might of the Spirit 
attended them, the humblest evangelist would 
be more successful than the most eloquent of 
preachers. It is extraordinary grace, not tal-
ent, that wins the day. • It is extraordinary 
spiritual power we need. Mental power fills 
a chapel, but spiritual power fills the church. 

" Oh ! we know some before whom we shrink 
into nothing as to talent, but who have no 
spiritual power, and when they speak they 
have not the Holy Spirit with them; but we  

know others, simple-hearted, worthy men, who 
speak their country dialect, and who stand up 
to preach in their country with power. Hearts 
are broken, souls are saved, and sinners are 
born again. 0 Spirit of the living God, we 
want thee ! Thou art the life, the soul, the 
source of thy people's success. Without thee 
they can do nothing ; with thee they can do 
everything."—Sel. 

Tattling. 

TATTLING, or talebearing, is a sin indulged 
in more, perhaps, by churoh-members than any 
other one thing forbidden in the Bible. It is 
so easy to tell to a particular friend, what one 
has heard, and then repeat what he says to 
another, and so on, ad infinitum. This is 
done without once stopping to think whether 
it is right or wrong, what its effect may be, or 
what a flood of iniquity may thus be let loose. 

But he would not tell it to any one except 
his special friends, not outside the church any-
how. Now this is the very thing forbidden. 
Lev. 19 :16 : " Thou shalt not go up and 
down as a talebearer among thy people." The 
remainder of the verse places talebearing on a 
level with perjury : " Neither shalt thou stand 
against the blood of thy neighbor." It must 
then be a great sin. The tattler, in order to 
carry on his nefarious work, must continually 
break at least two of God's ten commandments, 
the eighth and ninth. The story is colored just 
a little. The very words are repeated, per-
haps, yet with a tone and emphasis so differ-
ent that an entirely different idea is conveyed 
from that given when the words were first used. 
Thus it becomes a falsehood; and just so far as 
it robs any one of his good name, fame, and 
reputation, it is theft. 

Is it not murder, also, as it produces incura-
ble wounds ? Prov. 26 : 22. Does it not cre-
ate and keep alive more divisions and difficul-
ties in churches and communities than any 
other one cause ? Let us imagine every tat-
tler holding his tongue. Oh, what a peaceful 
time ! Angry passions would cool down, old 
difficulties become extinct dying as a fire 
for want of fuel. "Where no wood is, there 
the fire goeth out; so where there is no tale-
bearer, the strife ceaseth." Prov. 26 :20. 

Now a little help for those who will not help 
themselves. Let their friends look their 
displeasexe wheAsKeres_they  hPe,in 1 o Rugg 
the inexhaustible budget. It will have a sal-
utary effect. Try it. " The north wind driv-
eth away rain; so doth an angry countenance 
a backbiting tongue." Prov. 25 : 23. If it 
does not produce a radical cure, it will prevent 
a good many serious- attacks. We say again, 
Try it. 	 J. LAMONT. 

God Is Love. 

THE UNIVERSE DESIGNED TO DISPLAY AND 
ENJOY THE LOVE OF GOD. 

" GOD is love :"—and the true theory of the 
universe is, that it is a vehicle or medium con-
structed expressly for the circulation and diffu-
sion of his love. Full of blessedness himself, 
his goodness burst forth, at first, into a celestial 
creation, replenished with bright intelligences, 
invested with the high prerogative of approach-
ing as near to the Fountain of excellence as 
created natures can, to derive their happiness 
immediately from himself, and to derive it to 
the full amount of their capacity for enjoyment. 

But Heaven, with all its amplitude, was too 
confined for Infinite Love ; he must enlarge the 
sphere of his beneficence ; again his unconfined 
goodness overflowed, and this terrestrial crea-
tion appeared—an enlargement of Heaven... . 
By 'creating, at first, one common father of 
the species, he designed that each individual 
should feel himself allied to all the rest, and 
pledged to promote their happiness. And by 
rendering us necessary to each other's welfare, 
he sought to train us to an humble imitation 
of his own goodness, to teach us the divine art 
of benevolence—to find and fabricate our own 
happiness from the happiness of others. . . . 

He meant every heart and hand to be a con-
secrated channel for his love to flow in. Had 
his great idea been realized, the world would 
have exhibited the glorious spectacle of a whole 
race in family compact; clothed in a robe of 
happiness, with charity for a girdle; feasting 
at a perpetual banquet of beneficence; hailing 
the accession of every new-horn member as the 
advent of an angel, an addition to their com-
mon fund of enjoyment ; and finding greater 
blessedness than that of passively receiving 
happiness in exercising the godlike prerogative 
of imparting it—a whole order of intelligent 
beings, having one heart, and one mind, a 
heart beating in concert with Heaven, and 
diffusing, with every pulse, life, health, and 
joy, to the remotest members of the body. 
The mere outline of the scene, as sketched by 
God in paradise, called forth audible expressions 
of his divine complacency; on surveying it 
from the hight of the excellent glory, he pro-
nounced it good, and the light of his counte-
nance fell upon it.—Mammon. 

How Long Will it Be before the Millennium? 

I AM constrained to wonder at the persist-
ence with which the claim that a temporal 
millennium is near is maintained by the clergy 
of this country. Is it possible that they can 
believe that the world is growing better ? I 
give below the headings of the record of crime 
as they appear in the Fort Wayne, (Ind.) Ga-
zette, of Nov. 10,1875 :— 

" Terrible Tragedy—Three Children shot 
by their Father. He cuts his little Daughter's 
Throat, and Almost Severs his Son's Head 
from his Body. Tries to kill his wife, and 
then Commits Suicide, &e.—A. Girl's Road to 
the Gallows A Deadly Duel— A young 
Girl Shoots her Seducer—Shot Dead—A 
Noted Horse Thief—A 'Duel in New York—
A Mob of Thieves—Saloon Affray—Death in 
a Saloon—Fatal Hallowe'en Sports—Horrible 
Murder—Savage Encounter_with—a—Burgla,r-

-----St re-iiity-WhEiry—Frauds --- Murdered for 
Love—A Boisterous Negro—Shot by Mistake 
—The Children Murderer—Granted a Re spite 
—Attempted Suicide — A Horrible Story—
Clubbed to Death—A Determined Suicide—
Bullying a Lover—Beginning of the Trial of 
Wall, the Murderer— A Horse Thief in 
Limbo — Villianous Attempt at Assasina-
tion—Bloody Row in a St Louis Dance House—
A Political Row—Whisky Frauds —An Editor 
Cow-hided—Jacobs, the Wife-Murderer, Sen-
tenced—Murder of a Notorious Rough—A 
Defaulting County Treasurer—Attempted In-
cendiary—Gambler's Fiend—Fatal Affray—
Doomed to Death—A Counterfeit—Attempted 
Murder—A Citizen Mysteriously Disappears-
-A Murder Trial—Notable Divorce Case." 

All these crimes are reported in one week 
in a county paper. I learn from citizens of this 
county that criminal cases are multiplying to 
such a degree that the courts could not 
find time to dispose of them if they should re-
main in session all the time. Yet in the face 
of all this the clergy of the orthodox churches 
are constantly promising the millennium, and 
telling the people that the world is growing 
better. I suppose they intend to make up for 
their failures in devotion to the cause of Christ 
by legislation on the temperance question and 
by a national Sunday law. Surely the perils of 
the last days are upon us. 	WM. COVERT. 



S. B. Books,—How They Should Be Kept. 

Fon, several years past, in Conferences in 
which I have labored, I have had occasion to 
examine s. B. books and the accounts of our 
s. B. treasurers: I have been pained to find 
that, with here and there an exception, the 
accounts of our s. B. fund in the different 
churches are kept in such a manner that it is 
impossible for the treasurers themselves, or 
anybody else, to tell how their accounts stand. 

I have not found one treasurer out of five 
who can balance his book and tell just how it 
stands. The only way that many have of 
telling is this : They have a separate place in 
their pocket book where they put all their s. 
B. money. By looking at this they can tell 
how they stand 

With the rapid increase of our numbers 
and churches this is becoming a matter of 
much importance. The entire s. B. of our 
people amounts to some thirty-five thousand 
dollars ($35,000.00) a year. This would be 
quite a large business for one goad practical 
book-keeper to attend to where money was re-
ceived in sums of $5.00, $10.00, and $20.00. 
Even in this case, no business man would suf-
fer his hooks to pass on year after year with-
out being carefully audited. It is a very easy 
thing to make mistakes which amount to hun-
dreds of dollars in the handling of so much 
money. 

But look 61 the case of our s. B. fund. Here 
are thirty-five thousand dollars to be handled 
every year. This is to be gathered from ten 
or fifteen thousand different persons. Most all 
of it comes in very small sums, five, ten, twen-
ty-five cents, &c., at a time. This, any one 
can see, is a most difficult business to keep 
correct, as these little sums come in irregular- 
ly. 	Then, when we consider the further fact 
that these amounts pass through the hands of 
some three hundred different s. B. treasurers, 
the liability of making mistakes is greatly in-
creased. And when we further consider that 
the majority of our s. B. treasurers know noth-
ing about book-keeping, and are not accus-
tomed to keeping accounts at all, it is very ev-
ident that there must be many mistakes made 
involving hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars 
every year. 

The little that I have looked into these mat-
ters confirms these fears. It seems to me that 
it is time that attention should be called to 
this matter, and that some better system of 
keeping these books should be introduced. 
When our numbers were small and our 
churches few, it was not a matter of so great 
account; but the ease has now come to be 
very different. I wish simply to make a few 
suggestions, hoping that others, in higher 
authority and with more financial ability, will 
soon find time to do something about it. 

In the first place, then, a good deal of care 
should be exercised in choosing a treasurer. 
To my certain knowledge, some one, with little 
or no consideration, moves that a certain per-
son be elected treasurer, and the motion is car-
ried although the person may not be at all 
fitted for the place. I think that the matter 
should be carefully talked over beforehand 
and a selection made of the person the best 
qualified to attend to it. If there is any mem-
ber in the church, brother or sister, who is 
particular and careful in his or her own busi-
ness, who is punctual and prompt, and who 
knows how to keep accounts, such a person 
should be selected. A person who is not 
prompt in paying his own S. B. should never 
be put in treasurer. It is also important that 
the s B. treasurer should be located where 
the brethren will see him often, so that they 
can hand in their s. B. at any time. Then 
the s. B. treasurer should feel that it is his 
duty to carefully look after this matter, to no-
tify the members when their s. B. is due, and 
how much it is and solicit them to pay it 
promptly. A failure to do this often loses to 
the treasury a large amount that would other-
wise be paid in. A person who does not feel 
at liberty to tell a brother or sister when s. B. 
is due should not be elected to the office. 

I will offer a few suggestions about keeping 
the s. B. book. Opening it, you will find on the 
left hand page a space for the names of those 
pledging. Here plainly write the names of all 
who pay s. B. In the first column on the 
right hand page place opposite each name the 
amount which that person gives each week. 
Then you will find a blank column under each 
month and opposite each name. But now be 
careful. Do not place a single figure, or make 
any mark in these blank places till the person 
has paid the amount due for that month. 
When the person does pay, be it more or less, 
commence with January and apply as much of 
the amount in the blank place under January 
as is due in January, and as much more in 
February as is due in February, and so on as 
far as it will go, but no farther. Then you 
can tell at a glance just how far every individ-
ual has paid. He has paid just as far as the 
figures are placed in the blank places, and no 
farther. 

Strange to say, many of our treasurers fill 
out with figures the blanks for the entire year 
before a cent has been paid. Why they should 
do this I cannot conceive. This would show, 
if it meant anything, that each individual had 
paid up on his s. B. for the entire year, when the 
fact is, he has not paid anything. This is not 
the way to do. Do not place any figures there 
till the money has been paid. All that this 
page is for is to show how far ahead or how 
far back each individual is. 

Now turn two-thirds of the way through 
your book, and there keep a record of every 
dollar or cent paid in. This record should 
state when it was paid, who paid it, and how 
much was paid ; thus :— 

Jan. 6, 1876, John Brown, $ 3.25 
12, " 	Wm. Jones 6.10 

Feb. 2, a.Charles Smith, .25 
March, 1, " John White, .10 

	

" 	7, 

	

" 	20, 
" Mary Alexander, 
" 	Sam'l Miller, 

4.00 
2.30 

Total, 	 $16.00 

These accounts, it will be seen, can readily 
be added up at any time, so that the treasurer 
can tell just how much money he has, received 
up to any given time. He can tell by this 
who paid, when they paid, and how much they 
paid, so that there can be no difficulty about 
it. 

Now turn still farther over, say within six 
pages of the back of the book, and there keep 
an account of all moneys paid out, stating 
when it was paid, to whom it was paid, and 
how much ; thus :— 

March 25, 1875, sent to State Treasurer, $ 27.10 
May 19, It 44 	

" 	 40.60 
July 1, 	 4( <I 	 18.00 

Total, 	 $ 85.70 

It will be seen that these accounts can be 
readily added up, so that the treasurer can 
tell at any time how much money he has paid 
out, when he paid it, and to whom it was paid. 
Comparing this with what he has received 
will at once show how his book stands. Our 
s. B. books are not adapted to keeping records 
in this manner, but still they can be used for 
that purpose till something better is provided. 
The president of the Conference, one of the 
Conference Committee, or some person appoint-
ed for the purpose, should examine the s. B. 
books in every church once a year, and see 
that they are properly kept, accounts balanced, 
&c. 	 D. M. CANRIGHT. 

.Tay, Mich, Nov. 23, 1875. 

THE GREATEST HERESY.—" Popei y ? " 
No. " Pelagianism ?" No. " Socinianiem ?" 
No. What can it be ? It is a more general and 
widely diffused error than either named. It 
creeps into families and disturbs their har-
mony. It lurks in neighborhoods and sets 
friends at variance. It steals into churches 
and destroys their peace. It nestles down in 
editorial chairs and gives to the many-tongued 
press its bitter words. It strides the hobbies 
of reform and turns them into centaurs of 
fury. It gets into the councils of society, and 
curdles their charity with its acids. It stands 
on either side of the imaginary line that di-
vides a nation into sections, and hurls poisoned 
arrows from one side to the other. It is the 
very essence and incarnation of the mischief-
making principle, and the archenemy of 
Christ. What can it be ? we hear from north, 
south, east, and west. 

Must we answer, when the very natnre of 
the heresy is such that the subject of it is 
almost invariably, and by a kind of fatal ne-
cessity, unconscious of its power, and only by 
divine grace is ever freed from the hateful 
scourge ? A careful reading of the thirteenth 
chapter of Paul's first epistle to the Corin-
thians will confirm the assertion of an ex-
cellent divine, that the greatest heresy is want 
of love.—Sel. 

Obi/nave 
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth." 
—^ — 	  

DIED, of lung disease in Brighton, Iowa, October 
31, 1875, John Gibson, aged twenty-one years. 
The funeral services were held at the house of his 
parents. Brief remarks by Rev. Vincent from Job 
I : 21. 	 P. A. ROBERTS. 

DIED, at Eaton Rapids, Mich., Dec. 6, 1875, sis-
ter F. L. Hutchinson, aged thirty years. Sister 
H. embraced present truth when Elds. Corliss and 
Jones held tent-meetings here in September, 1874. 
She was loved by all who knew her, and esteemed 
as one of the meek of the earth. Funeral services 
by Rev. Doust, Methodist. 	J. F. FERRIS. 

FELL asleep in Jesus, in Pleasent Valley, Potter 
Co., Pa., Nov. 19, 1875, Betsey, wife of Joel C. 
Witter, in the forty-fifth year of her age. Tier 
disease was inflammation of the stomach. Sister 
Witter embraced the Advent faith under the la-
bors of B. F. Robbins nearly eighteen years ago, 
and remained faithful, earnest and devoted till her 
death. Remarks by the writer from Rev. 14: 13. 

J. G. SAUNDERS. 
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Identity not Lost by Unconsciousness. 

DR. BEATTIE, sometime of Aberdeen, where 
he died in the sixty-seventh year of his age, 
writes of identity thus : "It has been asked 
whether a continued consciousness of our being 
always the same does not constitute our same-
ness, or identity? No more, I should answer, 
than our perception of truth, light, or cold, 
is the efficient cause of truth, light or cold. 
Our identity is perceived by consciousness; 
but consciousness is as different from identity 
as the understanding is different from truth, 
as past events are different from memory, as 
colors from the power of seeing. Conscious-
ness of identity is so far from constituting 
identity, that it presupposes it. An animal 
might continue the same being, and yet not be 
conscious of identity which is probably the 
case with many of the brute creation; nay, 
which is often the case with man himself. 
When we sleep without dreaming, or fall into 
a fainting fit, or rave in a fever, and often, too, 
in our ordinary dreams, we lose all sense of our 
identity, and yet never conceive that our 
identity has suffered any interruption or change ; 
the moment we awake, or recover, we are 
conscious that we are the same individuals 
that we were before. 

" The following case, which M. Crozaz gave 
in to the Academy of Sciences, is the most 
extraordinary instance of interrupted conscious-
ness I have ever heard of. A nobleman of 
Lausanne, as he was giving orders to a serv-
ant, suddenly lost his speech and all his senses. 
Different remedies were tried without effect 
for six months, during which time he appear-
ed to be in a deep sleep or deliquium, with 
various symptoms at different periods, which 
are particularly specified in the narrative. At 
last, after some chirurgical operations, at the 
end of six months, his speech and senses were 
suddenly restored. When he recovered, the 
servant to whom he had been giving orders 
when he was first seized with the distemper 
happening to be in the room, he asked whether 
he had executed his commission ; not being 
sensible it seems, that any interval of time, 
except a very short one, had elapsed during 
his illness. He lived ten years after and died 
of another disease. I mention this chiefly 
with a view to the reader's amusement ; he may 
consider the evidence, and believe or disbelieve, 
as he pleases. But that consciousness may be 
nterrupted by a total deliquium, without any 
change in our notions of our own identity, I 
know by my own experience. I am therefore 
fully persuaded that the identity of this sub-
stance which I call my soul may continue even 
when I am unconscious of it; and if for a 
shorter space, why not for a longer ?"—Sel. 

It is Work that Tells..  

IT is cause for deep regret that so many 
young men, who, during their course of prep-
aration, shone the fairest, should disappoint 
the hopes they excited, and yield, after all, but 
stunted fruit. Hundreds of cases might be 
cited that resemble leaky ships. Out of col-
leges and seminaries they rode under full sail 
and with colors flying, and gradually out to 
sea, promising a prosperous voyage; but when 
next seen they were water-logged, sinking, to 
be remembered no more. 

It is too evident that many cease to be stu-
dents when they begin to be teachers; many 
enter with prestige of ideas which are excellent 
capital, if properly improved by indefatigable 
labor, for attaining intellectual wealth, but 
unfortunately they wilt under the first silly ca-
resses of foolish flatterings. We are all ac-
quainted with some who started with fair cap-
ital, but who, hearing the silly whispers of ad-
miring relatives and friends, began to look up-
on themselves as among the strong, the uncom-
mon men, and neglecting study, died moth-
eaten. Bubbles made with a little soap and 
water are beautiful, and one can almost imagine 
them miniature worlds floating in the air; but, 
alas 1 they burst while we admire. 

Natural genius, however much to be admired, 
is simply so much good soil which, like the soil 
of the garden let alone, goes to weeds. It must 
be ploughed and harrowed and receive seed to 
be made to bring forth the golden grain.—
Christiast at Work. 

The Chicago Fire. 

IT was my sad lot to be in the Chicago fire. 
As the flames rolled down our streets, destroy-
ing everything in their onward march, I saw 
the great and the honorable, the learned and 
the wise, fleeing before the fire with the beg-
gar, and the thief, and the harlot. All were 
alike. As the flames swept through the city, 
it was like the Judgment day. Neither the 
mayor, nor the mighty men, nor the wise men, 
could stop those flames. They were all on a 
level then, and many who were worth hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars were left paupers 
that night. 

In like manner, when the day of Judgment 
comes there will be no difference. When the 
deluge came there was no difference; Noah's 
ark was worth more than all the world. The day 
before, it was the world's laughing-stock, and 
if it had been put up at auction, you could not 
have got anybody to buy it for fire-wood. But 
the deluge came, and then it was worth more 
than all the world together. And when the 
day of Judgment comes, Christ will be worth 
more than ten thousand worlds. And if it was 
a terrible thing in the days of Noah to die out-
side the ark, it will be far more terrible for us 
to go down in our sins to a Christless grave. 
—D. L. Moody. 

A Wish. 

How often persons say, as they look back 
over a life of thirty, forty, or fifty years, "I 
wish I could live my life over again." They 
greatly desire to have their life record appear 
just right in the day of final accounts, but 
they see blots upon it and deviations from the,  
straight and narrow way that leads to the city 
of God; and they think, if they could live 
their life over again, they would make a fairer 
record for the inspection of the All-seeing Eye. 
But how vain this wish, be it ever so ardent. 
To no one has it ever been given to twice 
travel through this thorny maze, nor will it 
ever be. 

Yet in this very arrangement is the love of 
God for his intelligent creation, surprisingly 
manifested. If the wish to present at the 
Judgment a spotless character for the glory of 
the Creator be sincere, and the one grand ob-
ject for which we wish to live this life once or 
twice, how ample the provision for us to do so. 
Not by the length of life or the number of 
lives we may live here, but by the way in 
which we live this one, be it long or short, 
will our object be gained. 

A perfect pattern has been given, which 
every one by close study and faithful applica-
tion can imitate ; and for every failure there 
is a fountain provided, and all who will present 
themselves a living sacrifice will find there is 
power in the blood of the Lamb of God to 
obliterate every stain of sin, every blemish 
caused by an unsanctified life, and strength 
will be given that will enable us so to live this 
brief life that instead of looking back over the 
past, with vain regrets for missteps, we shall 
look forward with earnest longings to a new 
and unending life with God our Father, the 
dear Redeemer, holy angels, and the good and 
pure of all ages. 

Shall we who are permitted to live in this 
land.which is so highly favored of God, and so 
filled with a knowledge of his word, from 
which is blazing forth the light of "present 
truth," sit down, with folded hands, while 
multitudes in the dark corners of the earth are in 
perishing need of the light of truth? Or shall 
we arise and call into action every faculty 
given us to help swell the last note of warn-
ing to a loud cry ? 

It has been truly said, " God has gone out 
before us." Where are the laborers who will 
follow and so zealously devote themselves to 
the work of God, even at this eleventh hour, 
that they may soon hear from the lips of the 
Master, " Well done ; " and may enter upon a 
life where no wish will be in vain, and no hope 
unfulfilled? 	 C. R. AUSTIN. 

"Have Salt within Yourselves.” 

VERY often we find ourselves without this 
seasoning. In our prayer and social meetings, 
we frequently wait until some one who has the 
love of the truth warm in his heart stirs us 
with a spirited testimony ; then if we have an 
opportunity to speak while we are under the 
influence of the stimulus received from such 
a person we will do so, if not, we wait again. 

Very many depend on the salt of another's 
offering. If we would keep a fresh supply of 
grace within ourselves, we would never have 
long, dry meetings. Brethren and sisters, don't 
depend on other people's salt. Get a new con-
version every day, that this grace may be in 
yourselves. We read in Lev. 2 :13 that Israel 
were not permitted to suffer the salt of the 
covenant of their God to be lacking; and we, 
as the antitype of God's ancient people, must 
not attempt to worship God or do any thing in 
his cause without a supply of fresh grace. 
All that are depending on others are, like the 
foolish virgins in the parable, trying to borrow 
oil. 	 W. COCHRAN. 

A JUDICIOUS application of cold or warm 
water will alleviate, arrest, or cure more of 
pain or sickness than any score of medicines 
ever known.—Dr. Ball. 

Two blades become sharp by being rubbed 
together; so two opinions, clashing against 
each other, grow more decided, instead of be-
coming blunted. 
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Eite Fvvitar and mdT. 
" Sanctify them through Thy Truth ; Thy Wool is Truth." 

BATTLE CREEK, MICH., FIFTH-DAY, DEC. 23,1875. 

JAMES WHITE, 
J. N. ANDREWS, 
URIAH SMITH, 

THE last page being taken up with the 
Index, the reader is referred to the 5th and 7th 
pages of this number for appointments and bus-
iness matters. 

The New Year. 

A DAY OF HUMILIATION, FASTING, AND PRAYER. 

WE, the Committee of the General Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists, do appoint the 
first day of January, 1876, as a day of humilia-
tion, fasting, and prayer, to be observed as 
such by all our churches and the scattered 
brethren and sisters throughout the length and 
breadth of our land. 

The first day of the new year falls on the 
Sabbath of the Lord, and will be a most appro-
priate season to commence the new year with 
humiliation before God, searching of heart and 
life, fasting, prayer, and new consecration to 
the service of God. Especial effort should be 
made to secure a full attendance of the mem-
bers of all our churches on that day, at their re-
spective places of worship. Our scattered breth-
ren and sisters, who may not be able to attend 
public worship, are urgently invited to enter 
heartily and promptly into the devotions of that 
day at their homes. 

Lord willing, we will prepare and publish, in 
pamphlet form, an address for the occasion 
which will set forth the wants of the cause and 
the dangers and duties of our time. This ad-
dress may be read in all our congregations in 
connection with the other solemn services of the 
day. 

The address will be published on our Oakland, 
Cal,, press, and be sent out to our preachers, 
local elders, and other persons, according to our 
best knowledge of these persons. 

JAMES WHITE, 	Gen. 
J. N. ANDREWS, 	Conf. 

- 	---N-6-11013GHBOIGOI.MB . 	Own. 

A Thought from Nature. 

THESE cold wintry days have a lesson for the 
Christian. How rapidly the heat from our 
steam boilers and furnaces radiates into the 
keen frosty air. How necessary to keep up a 
liberal and constant supply of fuel to maintain 
the heat. Cut off this supply, and how rapidly 
all becomes cold. 

Brethren, we live in a time when the spiritual 
thermometer in this world stands but little 
above zero. As the Saviour said, Because in-
iquity abounds the love of many waxes cold. 
These times make tremendous drafts upon our 
Christian vitality. Unless we keep up a con-
stant supply, in a marvelously short space of 
time we cool all down. Do n't let the fire go 
out. Keep up constant connection with Heav-
en. Keep the channel through which we re-
ceive fresh supplies from the exhaustless store-
house of God's grace open and free. Then, 
though all around us congeals, the life,  heat will 
animate and quicken us. Though others die, 
we shall live. 	 u. s. 

A Syllogism on Baptism. 

ONE of our brethren has sent us the follow-
ing syllogism on the subject of baptism, by one 
who believes in trine immersion :— 

" I now offer a syllogism which you may over-
throw if you can. Christian baptism was prac-
ticed in the first century. But backward im-
mersion was not practiced till the sixteenth cen-
tury. • Therefore, backward immersion is not 
Christian baptism." 

The trouble with this syllogism lies in its 
minor premise which expresses a falsehood. To 
say that backward immersion was not practiced 
till the sixteenth century, is, we have no hesi-
tation in saying, to state that which is not true. 

We also will present a syllogism : The apos- 
tles practiced Christian baptism. But they 
practiced backward immersion, and that only. 
Therefore, backward immersion, and that only, 
is Christian baptism. 

Another : Christian baptism was practiced in 
the first century. But trine immersion was 
not practiced till sometime subsequent to the 
first century. Therefore, trine immersion•is not 
Christian baptism. 

These syllogisms are infinitely better than the 
one our friend offers, because they express the 
truth. We can trace trine immersion only to  

the foggy, boggy times upon which we enter 
when we leave the New Testament age. Its 
origin is lost in the quagmire of incoming su-
perstition and corruption in which the church so 
speedily swamped when its first teachers no 
longer lived to guide and counsel it. We can-
not carry it through to the solid ground and 
steady light of apostolic times. And this fact 
is fatal to the claims of this theory. For it 
matters not how soon the church may have so 
far departed from New Testament teaching on 
the subject of baptism as to adopt the unnatur-
al and meaningless form of three, face-foremost, 
forward plunges, nor how general this became, 
nor how long continued, even though to the 
present day ; if it is not found in the New Test-
ament, it is without authority. The links of a 
chain may for a long distance be connected and 
sound ; but if the link which should connect it 
with the staple is wanting, it will hold nothing. 
Trine immersion do n't reach the staple. Our 
only wonder is that any one with the New Test-
ament in his hands, and any idea of the design 
of baptism in his mind, should adopt a form 
which so utterly destroys all its beauty and sig-
nificance. Baptism illustrates the burial of our 
Lord. But who supposes that Christ was inhu-
manly thrown into the tomb upon his knees and 
face ? Away with such a perversion of the or- 
dinance ! 	 u. s. 

A New Way to Spend the Sabbath. 

WE have received through the mail, a little 
pamphlet entitled " Sabbatism," by M. M. Es-
helman, which only serves to show the gross 
misapprehension, not to say criminal ignorance, 
which still reigns over the minds of men on this' 
subject. On the last page of the cover, " a 
week's work" is laid out, and the work assigned 
to " Saturday " is this :— 

"Prove by the Bible that the disciples of 
Christ are required to observe any of the sancti-
fied days of the law, because not forbidden in 
express terms in the gospel. Prove also that 
Christ honored this day after his resurrection, 
and that he did not honor the first day of the 
week." 

The intent of this paragraph evidently is that 
men should take this time to prove that the 
Sabbath of, the_ commandment_ is not now of_ 
force, and that Christ in its stead honored the 
first day of the week. Could effrontery to this 
holy institution go farther than to suggest such 
a manner in which to spend its sacred hours. 
We point all who are animated by this spirit to 
these words of Christ, " Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of these least commandments 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of Heaven," and bid them 
beware what they do. 	 u. s. 

What Shall We Do? 

THERE is but one safe and reasonable answer, 
and that is, " Go forward." It is too late to 
recall the profession that S. D. Adventists have 
made before many witnesses. To go back, there 
is nothing to go to ; to branch off, is the inev-
itable way to ruin, as it has hitherto proved. 
The LORD has put this work in motion, and has 
set his seal to it. And to us who have seen and 
acknowledged this truth there is no honorable 
retreat, unless we turn square about, and as-
sert, and prove, that the whole thing is a delu-
sion and a fraud. 

But if we accept of God's word as describing 
beforehand the movements and issues of the 
present times, and admit his providence in ful-
filling his word of promise, we can come to no 
other conclusion than that the time has come 
when the last effort to crush the truth of God 
and banish it from the earth is impending, and 
that the final warning is already being given. 
This being so, the work will not fail of accom-
plishing the design for which God has sent it ; 
nor will it revolutionize in its course. And as 
the train of truth passes over the road but once, 
no branch tracks have been laid by sovereign 
Wisdom, and, consequently, the, laying of them 
is the work of the enemy to turn men out of the 
way, and plunge them into perdition. 

Get a strong hold upon the help handed down 
from above, and hold on. Selfishness, the pa-
rent sin, must die out of our hearts. Trials and 
sifting are before us. Who will be faithful, and 
get the final victory over sin ? And how shall 
we get this victory, unless it is by pressing to-
gether and pressing forward? The great salva-
tion set before us is worth striving for, is worth 
dying for. Death to self and to sin is what is 
demanded. 	 R. F. COTTRELL. 

ffgPThere has been during the past year an 
increase in the length of postal routes in the 
United States of 8,776 miles. 

The Work In California. 

IN ,the SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Of DOC. 9, 1875, 
Bro. Loughborough writes respecting the tent-
meeting just held in San Francisco :— 

" Our tent-meeting in San Francisco has now 
been in progress since October 9. For the last 
month heavy rain storms have interfered much 
with our meetings and scattered our congrega-
tions. In one of these storms a breadth was 
torn out of each end of our tent-top, but we re-
paired this and started again. Last week it 
was stormy most of the time, and the wind 
again tore open one end of the top, but we re-
paired it and have resumed meetings again. 

"Our meetings are not in vain, about one dozen 
having come out on the truth. Four of these 
were baptized on first-day, Nov. 28. Two of 
them were infidels when the meetings com-
menced. We now expect to close our tent-
meetings on first-day evening, Dec. 12, and to 
hold meetings the following Sabbath and first-
day, Dec. 18 and 19, in our new house of wor-
ship on Laguna street, between Tyler and Mc-
Allister." 

A Good Illustration. 

AN apt illustration will sometimes tell more 
than a strong argument. Hence it is a good 
thing to use them freely when you have those 
that are to the point. 

I lately heard Eld. Hutchins illustrate one 
point very forcibly. It was this : Those who 
come out in any community to keep the Sab-
bath, or in a family where all the members of 
the family do not embrace it, are always accused 
of making division and bringing disturbance. 
They say that these persons have no right to 
thus separate themselves from other people by 
keeping a different day ; and that they are re-
sponsible for all the inconvenience growing out 
of it. It is important, they say, that families 
should be agreed and walk together, and that 
society should be in harmony. But now let us 
illustrate this :— 

A father has three young sons. He sends 
them several miles away on important business. 
He distinctly commands them to go directly to 
the place, attend to business, and return, 
charges-tirem-not 	to play by tire way, and to be 
sure to keep together, and says he will punish 
them if they separate. They go on their errand ; 
but, by and by, they begin to loiter by the way. 
They stop to pick berries or play with other 
boys. They get over into the field and away 
from the road. Finally, one of the boys urges 
them to go on about their business. He re-
minds them of his father's commandment ; but 
they refuse to go. Finally, he resolves to leave 
them and go himself whether they will or not. 
But they now think of a bright idea : The fa-
ther strictly commanded them not to separate. 
Hence, they tell him if he leaves them he will 
break the father's command and they will re-
port him to his father accordingly. 

They argue the case thus : " Father com-
manded us to keep together, and not to sepa-
rate. We two are in the majority. If you go 
away from us you will be responsible for the 
separation, and father will punish you." Nev-
ertheless, the boy leaves them and performs the 
errand as his father directed. 

Now, in this case, who was responsible for 
the division ? All can see that it was the two 
boys who refused to go about their father's bus-
iness, and not the one who separated from them 
to keep his father's command. 

Just so, those who separate from the mass, 
in obedience to the plain commandment of God, 
are not responsible for this separation and divi-
sion. Those who refuse to obey God are the 
ones who are responsible for divisions. 

D. M. CANRIGHT. 
St. Charles, Mich., Dec. 6, 1875. 

"It Matters not when, if We Are only 
Prepared." 

CONCERNING the light of prophecy an apostle 
has said, " Whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed." But thousands are deceiving themselves 
with the idea, seemingly self-evident to them, 
that it is of no use to them to know whether 
the coming of Christ and the end are near, or 
far in the future, if they are only prepared. 
This excuse for not heeding the injunction of 
Jesus and his apostles to " watch " and to 
"know that it is near," "lest coming sud-
denly," they be found "sleeping," is so well ex-
pressed and so plausible, who can deny its 
truth ? Is it not true that, if they are only 
ready, all is well with them ? Say they, " It 
matters not to me whether Christ should come 
to-day, this year or next, or whether he should  

not come in ten thousand years, it is all the 
same to me ; if I love Jesus, all is well." 

Now I wish to show how little such persons 
know and realize in what will consist a prepar-
ation for the close of probation for those that 
shall •in the providence of God be "alive and 
remain " to that all-important event. 

Please read the closing message of probation, 
as recorded in Rev. 14 : 9-12. Listen to the 
awful warning against the worship of the beast 
and his image, and the terrible denunciation of 
the unmingled wrath of God against those that 
shall be found so doing, when that great day of 
his wrath shall come. Then, on the other hand, 
read the account of the last persecution of the 
church, recorded in Rev. 13 : 11-18, when that 
government, which will bring into being an 
image of the papal beast, shall demand that you 
shall worship the image, the very thing which 
God warns, you not to do, on pain of death ; 
and it will be seen that a grand and decisive 
test will close probationary time, and that those 
who live till the Son of man shall be seated 
upon the white cloud with the sickle in his 
hand, because the "harvest of the earth is 
ripe," will have passed this final, trying test, 
refusing to worship the beast and his image, and 
identifying themselves with those "who keep 
the commandments of God and the faith of Je-
sus." 

Now let me ask you, my friend, Who will 
pass this test, and not know that Christ's com-
ing is near, even at the doors ? Who will, at 
the risk of his life, refuse obedience to the man-
dates of earthly government, standing firm for 
the commandments of God, in spite of the 
threatening of death, till Christ shall come for 
their deliverance, and not know that deliv-
erance is coming, and without praying for, 
and expecting, the coming of the Deliverer ? 
At that time will be fulfilled the promise 
of Christ : " And shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with them? I tell 
you that he will avenge them speedily. Never-
theless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth ? " Luke 18 : 7, 8. 

To one who heeds the sure word of prophecy 
it is absurd, in the highest degree, to suppose 
that one can be prepared for the grand and 
solemn event of-ilie -close 6f Iiiirnaii protia:tion 
without being aware that that event is at hand. 
And why should Christians choose to close their 
eyes to all the signs of the coming of that day, 
and desire to have that day come upon them as 
a thief in the night. " If therefore thou shalt 
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come up-
on thee." "The Lord of that servant shall come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him 
asunder, and appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites." Why should Christians deliber-
ately choose the unbeliever's fate ? 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

An. Appeal for Books. 

To many friends who have remembered us at 
the throne of grace, we would say that our 
Heavenly Father has dealt with us in mercy, 
and we are enjoying a comfortable degree of 
health and courage. We have many warm-
hearted friends who are trying to observe all 
the commandments of God. The language we 
hear in the house of prayer is similar to that of 
eastern churches, and often, for the time being, 
we forget that we are so far from our kindred. 
And this brings to our minds the oft-repeated 
saying that the cause of truth is one everywhere. 
Some loyal souls are found wherever the stand-
ard is raised, who are anxious for the prosperi-
ty of the work. 

Our brethren and sisters seem to manifest a 
desire to learn to walk in all the light of the 
third angel's message. May the Lord lead them 
forward. They hold Sabbath meetings, Sab-
bath-school, and a weekly evening prayer-meet-
ing. 

In this distant part of the country our young 
people do not have many advantages that are 
afforded in the East. A library would add to 
the interest of our Sabbath-school, but the 
church, as yet, are not able to purchase, as the 
debt on the meeting-house claims their first at-
tention. In behalf of these young people I 
would solicit a favor from some of our older 
churches. If several schools would each donate 
to us a few books, which have been in use 
among them so long as to become quite familiar, 
they would be thankfully received. And if any 
persons interested would wish to contribute 
single books from their private libraries we 
should be glad to receive them. We want books, 
not merely for a pastime, but something to lead 
and strengthen the youthful mind in the ways 

EDITORS. 
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of moral integrity, industry, temperance, and re-
ligion. 

Should such books be sent, let them be for-
warded by mail, well wrapped, to my address, 
and I will see them properly arranged for the 
benefit of the school. Address, 

Mae. A. P. VAN HORN, 
Walla Walla, 'Washington Ter. 

NOTE.—The foregoing appeal for books from 
sister Van Horn is worthy of notice. And as it 
was sent to us for consideration as to the feasi-
bility of the plan, we take the liberty to sug-
gest, 

1. That no books be forwarded that are much 
worn and soiled. 

2. That all hooks forwarded shall be those 
that are well written, and upon subjects suit-
able for a Sabbath-school library. 

3. That they be wrapped carefully with sev-
eral thicknesses of firm paper, and plainly de- 
rected as ordered. 	JAMES WHITE. 

Oakland, Cal. 

Leaving for Europe. 

I HAVE been negotiating with the " Corn-
pagnie G6n6rale Transatlantique," of New York, 
and if my last proposition is accepted, and Prov-
idence favors, we shall leave New York for Ha-
vre, France on the Pereire, a French steam-
er, December 25, as we are permitted by the 
company to transfer our baggage and occupy 
our berths on the ship the day before (Friday). 
The wharf is at the foot of Morton Street, Pier 
50, North River. If I follow this arrangement, 
I shall reach New York with my family Decem-
ber 22. Any assistance rendered us by breth-
ren in the city will be appreciated. 

It is after weighing well the dangers and diffi-
culties of the mission before us, and with a clear 
sense of duty and with faith in an opening Provi-
dence, that we leave for Europe. We go seeking 
no, other pleasure than that growing out of the 
service of God in the work of saving perishing 
men. We have aimed to make a full surrender 
of ourselves to God, and think we have laid our 
property and our lives upon the altar, to be 
spent to the glory of God. We have not been 
without a sense of our infirmities and lacks, but 
we trust that God will strengthen us. 

Although we have crowded two weeks' work in-
to one for several weeks, and have lost much 
rest, we feel stronger to-day than we did a month 
ago. We feel that God is strengthening us for 
the work before us, and shall praise him, and 
try to be faithful and truly humble. 

Our five days' stay with Bro. Wm. Saxby and 
family and Bro. Morin at St. Albans, Vermont, 
on our way to Burke, was very pleasant. I 
held two small meetings and visited with some 
of the French during that time. I expect a 
church will yet be raised in that place. 

We had an unusually large attendance at Bor-
doville last Sabbath and a good meeting. I 
tried to leave counsel that will be of lasting ben-
efit to the brethren and sisters. This is the 
largest church in Vermont, and the people here 
have been highly favored. May they not lose 
the spirit of sacrifice and the brotherly love 
that characterized them years ago. The danger 
of this dear people is to be slack in carrying out 
church discipline and in cherishing the spirit of 
tender love and forbearance that it is designed to 
inculcate ; also to overlook the fact that God 
claims more of them in the missionary work. 
Where are the men and women and the youth 
in this large church who are preparing for the 
ministry ? 

Bordoville, as our birthplace, and as the 
place where we spent most of our yOuthful days, 
Bordoville with its surrounding scenery, called 
to mind events and thoughts of the past, which 
I mused upon to profit. But no spot in Bordo-
ville is so sacred to me as that where my only 
sister and beloved father sleep in Jesus. It was 
our privilege to call on Mrs. B's. dying mother 
who has a firm hold on the better world. We 
proposed to stay with her another week. Her 
reply was : " If duty calls you away, I would 
not detain you." 

I had hoped that the Providence of God 
would so direct that the lot of my dear andmnly 
brother and mine would be cast together in the 
missionary work. But as God has ordered other-
wise, I would submit to his will, believing that he 
can make us a host as we separately push away 
from shore and reach after the strength of God. 

A letter from a French brother near Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, brings the cheering news of an 
esteemed family who have taken a firm stand on 
the truth, and of a good prospect at another 
point. God give still greater success to the cause 
among the French West. We shall remember 
St. Anne, Kankakee, Serena, Wequioek, Green 
Bay and Duck Creek. 

We are made near to each other by the one 
Spirit and by the glorious cause we have es-
poused. And whether we labor in Europe or  
in America, may we meet when the trump of 
God shall sound and the redeemed shall be 
gathered from every land. 

D. T. BOURDEAU. 

Burke, Vt., Dec. 10, 1875. 

Who Should Come 

WHO should come to our State quarterly 
meetings of the Tract and Missionary Society ? 
This is a question, it seems to me, worthy of 
serious consideration by the army of Tract and 
Missionary members. These meetings are at-
tended with some expense, and this is not con-
fined wholly to those that come. They should 
be counsels of solemnity and importance. If it 
would be right for me to be so presumptuous, I 
would here humbly offer two or three suggestions 
in answer to the question, Who should come ? 

1. If at all practicable, every director should 
come. If he is a minister (which may occasion-
ally be the case), and should, at the time, be 
engaged in a series of meetings, we would say, 
Hold on to your meetings by all means ; you 
are clearly excused. In case any director can-
not come, let him represent himself by letter, 
containing words of encouragement, counsel &c., 
if he has them, and also clear statements of 
business that he may think necessary to be con-
sidered. He should see to it, also, that his dis-
trict is fully reported. 

2. District secretaries should come if they can, 
reasonably, bringing their book of record with 
them. If they do not come, they should have 
their district report all ready and send it to 
the State secretary before the meetings. 

3. Those whose hearts burn within them to 
labor in some way in the Master's vineyard will 
be heartily welcome. 

4. Nobody of Christian deportment is ex- 
cluded. 	 H. A. ST. JOHN. 

The President on our National Progress. 

THE President's message, transmitted to Con-
gress at the opening of the present session, 
speaks as follows of the advancement of the 
United States during the past hundred years :— 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
In submitting my seventh annual message to 

Congress in this centennial year of our national 
existence as a free and independent people, it 
affords me great pleasure to recur to the ad-
vancement that has been made from the time of 
the colonies, one hundred years ago. 

THE PROGRESS OF A CENTURY. 

We were then a people numbering only three 
millions. Now we number more than forty 
millions. Then industries were confined almost 
exclusively to the tillage of the soil. Now man-
ufactories absorb much of the labor of the coun-
try. Our liberties remain unimpaired. The 
bondsmen have been freed from slavery. We 
have become possessed of the respect if not the 
friendship of all civilized nations. Our prog-
ress has been great in all the arts, in science, 
agriculture, commerce, navigation, mining, me-
chanics, law, medicine, etc., and in general ed-
ucation the progress is likewise encouraging. 
Our thirteen States have become thirty-eight, 
including Colorado (which has taken the initia-
tory steps to become a State), and eight terri-
tories, including the Indian Territory and Alas-
ka, and excluding Colorado, making a territory 
extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific. On 
the south we have extended to the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and in the west from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific. 

One hundred years ago the cotton-gin, the 
steamship, the railroad, the telegraph, the reap-
ing, sewing, and modern printing machines, and 
numerous other inventions of scarcely less value 
to our business and happiness, were entirely un-
known. 

In 1776 manufactories scarcely existed, even 
in name, in all this vast territory. In 1870 
more than two millions of persons were em-
ployed in manufactories, producing more than 
$2,100,000,000 of products in amount annually, 
nearly equal to our national debt. From nearly 
the whole of the population of 1776 being en-
gaged in the one occupation of agriculture, in 
1870, so numerous and diversified had become 
the occupations of our people that less than six 
millions out of more than forty millions were so 
engaged. The extraordinary effect produced in 
our country by a resort to diversified occupa-
tions, has built a market for the products of fer-
tile land distant from the sea-board and the mar-
kets of the world. 

The American system of locating various and  

extensive manufactories next to the plow and 
the pasture, and adding connecting railroads 
and steamboats, has produced in our distant in-
terior country a result noticeable by the intelli-
gent parts of the commercial nation. 

The ingenuity and skill of American mechan-
ics have been demonstrated at home and abroad 
in a manner most flattering to their pride ; but 
for the extraordinary genius and ability of our 
mechanics, the achievements of our agricultur-
ists,manufacturers, and transporters throughout 
the country would have been impossible of at-
tainment. 

The progress of the miner has also been great. 
Of coal, our production was small ; now many 
millions of tons are mined annually. So with 
iron which formed scarcely an appreciable part 
of our products half a century ago ; we now pro-
duce more than the world consumed at the be-
ginning of our national existence. Lead, zinc, 
and copper, from being articles of import, we 
may expect to be large exporters of in the near 
future. The development of gold and silver 
mines in the United States and territories has 
not only been remarkable, but has had a large 
influence upon the business of all commercial 
nations. Our merchants in the last hundred 
years have had a success and have established a 
reputation for enterprise, sagacity, progress and 
integrity unsurpassed by the peoples of older 
nationalities. This "good name" is not con-
fined to their homes, but goes out upon every 
sea and into every port where commerce enters. 
With equal pride we can point to our progress 
in all of the learned professions. 

As we are now about to enter upon our second 
centennial commencing our manhood as a nation, 
it is well to look back upon the past and study what 
will be best to preserve and advance our future 
greatness. From the fall of Adam for his trans-
gressions to the present day, no nation has ever 
been free from threatened danger to its prosper-
ity and hasppiness. We should look to the dan-
gers threatening us and remedy them so far as 
lies in our power. We are a republic, where_ 
one man is as good as another before the law. 
Under such a form of government it is of the 
greatest importance that all should be possessed 
of education and intelligence—enough to cast a 
vote with a right understanding of its meaning. 
A large association of ignorant men cannot for 
any considerable period oppose a successful re-
sistance to tyranny and oppression from the ed-
ucated few, but will inevitably sink into acquies-
cence to the will of intelligence, whether direct-
ed by the demagogue or by priestcraft. Hence 
the education of the masses becomes of the first 
necessity for the preservation of our Institu-
tions. They are worth preserving because they 
have secured the greatest good to the greatest 
number of the population of any form of govern-
ment yet devised. All other forms of govern-
ment approach it just in proportion to the gen-
eral diffusion of education and independence of 
thought and action. 

Baptism, How it Should be Concluded. 

HAVING attended several baptisms of late, I 
wish to offer some suggestions concerning the 
proper way of conducting them. Others may 
take different views of the matter perhaps. 
Baptism should be a very solemn ordinance, 
conducted in such a manner as to make a good, 
pleasant, and sacred impression upon the mind 
of the one baptized and the one beholding it. 
Ordinarily, it is an event that takes place but 
once in a person's lifetime. It is designed to 
mark a new and important era in a person's life. 
It marks our death to sin and the world, and 
our birth into the church of Christ. It is a 
solemn representation of the burial and resur-
rection of the divine Son of God. 

Generally, there are many present to witness 
it, not only friends but opposers and scoffers, 
who are ready to take exceptions to the least 
impropriety or unseemingly action. Hence 
great care should be taken to give no occasion 
for scoffers to make sport. 
' 1. The minister himself should be properly and 
neatly dressed. I have sometimes seen them put 
on old, faded and worn clothes in which to per-
form the ceremony—clothes that they would ordi-
narily use in the most common labor. I am 
satisfied that this is not right. If ever a min-
ister ought to dress neatly or tastily, it is on 
such an occasion as this. 

2. The candidate to be baptized should also 
be neatly dressed. I have sometimes seen 
brethren go into the water barefooted, or in 
their stockings, with coat and vest off, and per-
haps with patched and faded clothes. To ap-
pear thus looks untasteful and irreverent. If 
a person is so poor that he cannot provide a 
whole, clean suit of clothes, probably he could 
borrow them for once from somebody. 

For the sisters a black alpaca or waterproof 
robe, with weights in the bottom to keep the dress 
down is generally the best. Where this is not 
provided, a loose-fitting dress, of some dark, 
worsted material will do very well. 	Light 
calico or muslin is only admissible in very 
warm weather, and then only provided that the 
person puts on plenty of underclothes. In 
either case, it is a mistake to think that one 
wants but few underclothes on when baptized. 
With woolen underclothes one does not chill 
through as readily, and the water which comes 
in contact with the person does not change so 
rapidly as with cotton underwear ; hence it 
stays warm longer. But with thin cotton un-
derclothes the person is not only soon chilled, 
but as seen as the garments are wet the form of 
the wearer is more exposed. Plenty of under-
clothing will obviate this largely. 

3. A proper place should be chosen for the 
baptism. All these things make an impression 
on the beholder and on the candidate. Hence 
it is very desirable to have a pleasant location. 
It is bad to baptize a person in a dirty place, or 
in muddy water. One can afford to take a great 
deal of pains rather than to do it. 

4. Very much depends upon the preacher's 
knowing how to perform the act properly. 
Where a candidate is immersed in a proper man 
ner, it is possible for him to avoid strangling or 
struggling in the water. This results generally 
from ignorance on the part of the administrator. 
They should go out into the water till it is deep 
enough to come well up on the hips. The shal-
lower the water the harder it is to baptize. 
When everything is ready, the candidate should 
be instructed to take a deep, full breath, filling 
the lungs full of air just as he is being put un-
der the water. Then as he rises out of the wa-
ter, he will throw his breath out, and thus save 
strangling. Candidates should be instructed 
also to slightly throw the head back and not 
to double forward, as many are inclined to do. 
This makes it hard to get the head entirely un-
der water. By throwing the head backward 
a little just as they go down, they are easily 
immersed. After the minister has said the 
ceremony, then he should gently and slowly put 
the person backward till the back of the head is 
in the water. Then quickly put them under 
and raise them up. This prevents all excite-
ment, struggling, strangling, &c. When the 
person rises, he should stand perfectly still till 
he has had time to get his breath and compose 
himself. 

5. Too much singing is not good at a baptism. 
The attention of the people is upon what is be-
ing done, and it is hard to get their attention to 
singing. Hence, unless there is a well-trained 
company of singers, it is best not to sing very 
much. One solemn hymn, well sung, before 
prayer is always proper. After that, circum-
stances should direct with regard to the rest. 
I have sometimes seen singers sing themselves 
hoarse in competing with the roaring waves, 
talking people, and blowing wind. This is only 
mockery. If the air is still, and everything 
pleasant, an occasional verse, well sung, is 
very proper. Otherwise, it is best omitted. 
Hoping that these remarks will help some inex-
perienced ones, I have written them out. 

D. M. CANRIGHT. 
Vassar, Mich. 

Wanted. 

A SABBATH-KEEPER that has experience in 
turning. 	Address, 

C. W. MIDDLETON& BRO., 

Gallatin, iWo. 

AD-  Sister L. C. Tolhurst, living at No. 
2350 Independence Street, South Cleveland, 0., 
would be glad to have any Sabbath-keepers pass-
ing through the place call on them. 

Appointments. 

QUARTERLY meeting at Lyons (one mile west 
of Baraboo), Sank Co., Wis., commencing the 
evening before the Sabbath, Dec. 30, and con-
tinuing until first-day evening. Our brethren 
of Douglass Center, Dell Prairie, and Hundred 
Mile Grove, are requested to meet with us. 
Scattered brethren, the Seventh-day Baptists, 
and all friends are invited. Let us meet to-
gether and open the year with prayer. Brn. 
Sanborn and Jordan are expected. 

Was. H. CANFIELD, Clerk. 

THE Lord willing, 
Ohio as follows :—

Troy, 
Bellville, 
Waterford, 
Appleton, 
Bo wersville, 

I will hold meetings in 

Jan. 	6-10, 	1876. 

	

13-17, 	" 
" 	120-24, 	" 
66 	27_317 	46 

Feb. 	3-7, 	̀̀ 
H. A. St. JOHN. 
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GLAD TIDINGS. 

JOY, joy to earth, a Saviour,,  
The Promised One, has come—

The glory of the courts above, 
Best token of the Father's love, 
The Star of Bethlehem, whose light 
Illuminates earth's moral night, 

Our Prophet—Sacrifice. 

In all her spacious mansions 
What place had earth for him ? 

A manger for his cradle bed, 
A life of toil for daily bread, 
Gethsemane, the thorny crown, 
And mocking soldiers bowing down, 

The cross on Calvary. 

And yet he came to open 
Heaven's golden gates to man. 

He spoke—the palsied hand was strong, 
And dumb lips woke in joyful song; 
He drank for us the cup of woe, 
Conquered for us the wily foe, 

And set the captives free. 

The first-fruits of earth's harvest, 
He rose to endless life, 

And upward led a shining train 
Rescued from Satan's dark domain ; 
While to his sorrowing children here 
This promise left their hearts to cheer, 

I will return again. 

Lift up thine eyes in worship 
Unto the hills afar; 

For there the Saviour intercedes, 
His precious blood for us he pleads, 
Our humble prayers like incense sweet 
Offers before the mercy-seat: 

Our Priest—our Advocate. 

Behold, again he cometh! 
Not now the Man of grief; 

In majesty he will descend; 
Angelic hosts his steps attend ; 
Faithful and True, the Lamb once slain, 
In righteousness on earth will reign, 

A King forevermore. 

Our blighted earth will blossom 
As Eden long ago: 

The morning stars again will sing, 
And all the heavenly arches ring ; 
While every voice will join the strain 
And higher lift the glad refrain, 

Over a world redeemed. 

Send forth the joyful tidings 
To earth's remotest bound ; 

Haste! the last gracious call of Heaven 
To man in mercy now is given; 
To every nation, every tongue, 
Let it go forth—redemption's song, 

The glad, sweet song of old. 
MARY A. DAVIS. 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

reoptoo 0 the Taw. 
lie that goeth forth and weepoth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt. 

less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

Erie and Cattaraugus Counties, N. Y. 

I HAVE spent one Sabbath with the 
friends and brethren in each of the follow-
ing places: Akron, East Elma, Glenwood; 
East Otto, Cottage, and Ranolph. My 
object has been to nd an opening for la-
bor in some new place. But though in 
several places 1 found some who would be 
glad to hear, no place for meetings could 
be obtained. 

Most professors of the religion of the 
Bible are determined to shut out, with 
bolts and bars, the light that is now shin-
ing from the Sacred Volume on the signs 
of the present times. We are reminded of 
those of whom the Saviour said, "Ye shut 
the kingdom of Heaven against men." 
Those that would go in, if possible, they 
would hinder. But the Lord is sending 
forth the promised message of his word, 
and some will hear it. There is no cause 
of discouragement. If a hearing cannot 
be had in one place, the word of command 
is, " Go to another." The Lord will carry 
forward his own work; and, if faithful, we 
shall have a reward and be satisfied. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 
Cherry Creek, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1875. 

Labors in Iowa and Nebraska. 

AFTER my return to Iowa from Rolla, 
Mo., I filled my appointment at Decatur 
City. I found the little church here 
rather discouraged because of internal dif-
ficulties, but left them apparently much re-
vived. Several who had not attended 
meeting for months promised to do so, 
and, on ,the whole, I thought considerable 
good was done. There was a good at-
tendance from the churches of Afton, Os-
ceola, and Woodburn. It was a real peas-
ure to meet so many of my old friends 
again. One member who had been previ-
ously disfellowshiped was received back 
into the church. Altogether, it was thought 
by the brethren to be a profitable meeting. 

Tile following week I commenced a 
course of lectures in Blue Valley, York 
Co., Nebraska. While on a visit to friends 
living there, a year ago last spring, I  

preached three times. These sermons, 
with reading matter, had created some-
thing of an interest, so that a petition had 
been sent me, desiring my return. I have 
never seen time to comply with this re-
quest until recently. Bro. Boyd had also 
spoken there at another time. I lectured 
seven weeks, with the exception of nearly 
a week during which I filled an ap-
pointment at Afton, Iowa. The meetings 
were held in a school-house in the country. 
After the interest came up, the attendance 
was fair for such a place, when the weath-
er'was good. During the latter part of the 
time the weather was rather cold, which 
interfered somewhat with the meetings. 

On the whole, the meetings have been 
encouraging. Thirty have commenced to 
keep the Sabbath. Six others were keep-
ing it before. Thirty-three of these signed 
the covenant. I have no doubt others 
will. My labors closed there last Sunday 
night. I baptized ten Sunday afternoon 
in the beautiful Blue River. Bro. Boyd 
was with me some during the last of my 
meetings, and gave three or four discourses. 
He will continue to labor in school-houses 
near there until the interest is fully devel-
oped. I hope for the largest body of Sab-
bath-keepers in Nebraska at Blue Valley. 
I sold some fifty dollars' worth of books, 
and obtained eleven full-paying subscribers 
for our periodicals. The last Sabbath 
meeting I held with them was a blessed 
season. The Spirit of God was graciously 
granted to us. Nearly all present were in 
tears, believers and unbelievers alike, and 
some who had been opposed took their 
stand for the truth. Others made their first 
start. It was a great encouragement to me. 

My meeting at Afton was also an en-
couraging season. Spiritualism has gained 
quite a foothold there. The night I 
reached that place, one of their lecturers 
closed a series of meetings. Spiritualism 
put on a very plausible exterior at Afton, 
and even tried to shelter its deformities 
behind the Bible. I got out handbills and 
spoke on this subject; and by this means 
I had quite a large attendance of the best 
citizens, whose presence I should not 
otherwise have secured. There has been 
a great prejudice against us there, but it is 
breaking away some. Our meetings in 
Afton were profitable. Four united with 
the chumh.----Three were baptized. Our 
brethren there deserve credit for their per-
severance in putting up a neat house of 
worship, and for keeping everything about 
it in good repair. I expect God's blessing 
will rst upon them. 

I have stopped at this place to hold a 
few meetings before returning home. My 
health and courage are good, and I hope to 
be some help to the cause in this Conference 
the coming season. 	GEO. I. BUTLER. 

Adel, Iowa, Dec. 8, 1875. 

Rantoul, Kansas. 

IMMEDIATELY after our camp-meeting, I 
returned to our former field, near Osawat-
omie, Miami Co., and remained there from 
Sept. 17 to Sept. 21. I then selected a lo-
cation, and pitched the tent eight or ten 
miles from where it had last been, in 
Franklin Co. We, Bro. G. V. Kilgore and 
myself, began meetings Sept. 23. In an-
ticipation of cool weather, we pitched just 
across the way from a meeting-house, 
which we found it necessary to use almost 
all the time, as the evenings were unusu-
ally cold for the time of year. We had 
very small congregations and little interest 
at first. 

At one of our meetings, a Universalist 
minister asked some questions which were 
answered with much better satisfaction to 
the congregation than to himself. This 
was decidedly the case; so that, with our 
permission, he made a short speech. This 
not seeming to accomplish the desired re-
sult, the next evening the moment our 
meeting was dismissed he was on his feet 
haranguing the people. His tirade of 
abuse flowed very freely for about half an 
hour. The sympathies of the entire audi-
ence were with us; and several substantial 
citizens expressed both, regret for and dis-
gust at his proceedings. He .spoke again, 
using milder phrases, and this time we re-
plied, briefly, setting forth our object in 
coining to this place. At the close 
of our remarks, hearty amens were heard 
from all parts of the house. Thus were 
the words of the Lord by the mouth of 
David fulfilled : " The wrath of man shall 
praise thee; the remainder of wrath shalt 
thou restrain." The interest was now as-
sured; but there was so much sickness 
(mostly chills and fever) in the neighbor-
hood that we, at the request of the citi-
zens, discontinued our meetings for a little 
over three weeks. 

We now took down the tent and stored 
it for the winter. Bro. Kilgore went back 
to Nebraska. I spent the intervening 
time with the new church in Miami Co., 
trying to get them established in the good 
work, but I cannot report that degree of 
progress among them that I greatly desire 
to see. 

At the appointed time, Oct. 22, I came 
to this place again, and found the interest 
to hear still good. The chills were about 
gone. The congregations were good—from 
fifty to one hundred and fifty, sometimes 
more. I continued here a month. Ten have 
decided to keep all the commandments. 

I then moved the meetings to a school-
house four or five miles north-west, as the 
interest seemed to be extending in that di-
rection. I had been there nearly a week 
when I was called away 'to attend the fu-
neral of Eld. Sharp's son. By request of 
Bro. Ayers I attended the Mound City 
quarterly meeting, Nov. 27, 28, and the 
general quarterly meeting at Rock Creek, 
Dec. 3-6. I came back yesterday eve-
ning. I find things all well. Several in 
the vicinity are convinced and considerably 
interested. For these I intend to work dur- 
ing the next two weeks. 	J. LAMONT. 

Dec. 8, 1875. 

Among the Swedes. 

WE left Cambridge the 1st of November, 
and entered an entirely new field in anoth-
er part of Isanti Co., Minn. God has been 
with us here. He has blessed us and the 
hearers much. The Lutheran minister, 
whose influence we broke in upon, tried to 
cause some confusion; but he only helped 
us. Thirty-three dear souls signed the 
covenant. Blessed be God for every soul 
that is gained for the eternal kingdom. 

CHARLES LEE, 
JULIA LEE. 

Isanti, Him., Dec. 10, 1875. 

Iowa. 

SINCE my last report, I have visited the 
Hook's Point, Nevada, Iowa Center, Vic-
tor, Washington, and Pilot Grove churches. 
Returned to Story Co., and found the be-
lievers there all holding on. Two more 
had been added to their numbers, ala-el-th.ey... 
had had-go  nesteme-aings in our absence. 

Last Monday evening, I reviewed Eld. 
Layton (Methodist) after hearing him en-
deavor to prove that Christians are now 
keeping the true, original Sabbath from 
creation. His positions were, 1. That 
man's first day was God's seventh; 2. 
That the heathen nations, from antiquity, 
have kept the first day of the week, thus 
handing it down to us; and, 3. That the 
Jews (God's people) did not keep the true 
Sabbath in their generations. 

The first of these we tried to show was 
a palpable absurdity; the second we par-
tially admitted, and the third we endeav-
ored to prove was an absolute falsehood. 

I am now with Bro. Barlow at Fonda, 
Pocahontas Co., holding meetings. Com- 
menced last night. 	R. M. KILGORE. 

Dec. 10, 1875. 

Estella, Mich. 

CAME to this place Sept. 12, and com-
menced meetings with a fair attendance 
and good attention. The Lord helped in 
presenting his truth, and as the result souls 
have accepted it. To him be all the praise. 
Had some opposition and some hinder-
ances, which have made it necessary to 
stay here longer than I intended, yet I 
think all has resulted in good. When I 
came, I found one family in the place keep-
ing the Sabbath and three other persons 
about two and one-half miles north of here. 
These, being alone and isolated, were 
somewhat discouraged. I have tried to 
help them, and together with those who 
have recently accepted the Sabbath, there 
is now a company of seventeen grown per- 
sons here. 	 E. VAN DEUSEN. 

Estella, Mich., Dec. 18, 1875. 

Michig"an. 

FROM the 19th to the 26th of Novem-
ber, I was with the church at Mount Mor-
ris. This church, numbering about twenty 
members, was raised up under the labors 
of Bro. S. H. Lane. I found them much 
discouraged. Some have apostatized, and 
others have moved away, so they now 
number only thirteen. I spoke five times, 
visited them at their houses, and had an 
ordinance meeting. 

The 27th and 28th, I was at Pine Run. 
The weather was bad, and only a few came 
out. I spoke four times. The most of the 
brethren live from three to six miles from  

the village, and their meetings had been 
entirely discontinued. 'As I could not get 
them together at the village, I went out 
into the country. I talked to them of the 
cause, the shortness of time, and the ne-
cessity of a preparation to meet the com-
ing events. Twelve covenanted to hold 
meetings in the neighborhood. There 
are three or four more Sabbath keepers 
some three miles farther away a ho were 
once members of the Thetford church. 
They expect these persons will unite with 
the church here. 

I spent Dec. 4 and 5 in Flushing. Spoke 
three times, and had a business meeting to 
settle up some matters for the year. There 
has been a feeling existing here from the 
time the truth was first presented, on the 
part of the Hazleton brethren, that there 
should be a church organized in their town. 
So a meeting was appointed for Wednes-
day evening at which a petition was pre-
sented by the brethren in Hazleton to the 
church of Flushing for a withdrawal for the 
purpose of effecting a separate organization, 
which was granted by a unanimous vote. 

I spent Dec. 10 and 11 in Saranac. I 
spoke three times, and Bro. Van Deusen 
twice. The friends here are firm. There 
is a growing interest. Our meetings here 
are held in a private house. The room has 
been filled, and a good number of outsiders'  
have been in. I expect to remain here 
another week. Some want to be baptized. 
The Lord has helped in preaching the 
word. 	 R. J. LAWRENCE. 

Business Meeting at Monroe, 

A. BUSINESS session was called to order 
in the S. D. Adventist house of worship at 
Monroe, Wis., by Eld. 0. A. Olsen, presi-
dent of the Wisconsin Conference, on first-
day, Dec. 5, 1875, at 9:30 A. DI. The ob-
ject of this meeting was to consider the 
propriety of dividing the Wisconsin and 
Illinois Conferences. 

After prayer, Eld. R. F. Andrews was 
chosen chairman of the meeting, and Bro. 
G. W. Colcord clerk. The object of, the 
meeting was stated by the Chair; where-
upon Brn. Olsen, Pratt, Ballenger, Gillett, 
I. Colcord, Olds, Bennett, Newton, and 
others, freely expressed their mind with 
reference to the proposed change in our, 
Con erence la-Offn-Rry lines. 

Voted, That the clerk read before this 
meeting an instrument in his possession 
addressed to the General Conference Com-
mittee. 

He read as follows 
To the General Conference Committee 

of Seventh-day Adventists, Dear Brethren : 
We, the brethren and sisters from various 
points in Wisconsin and Illinois, assembled 
in a business meeting at Monroe, Wis., 
Dec. 5, 1875, believe that, in the provi-
dence of God, the time has come when the 
division of these Conferences would be in 
harmony with the work of God. There-
fore, we would respectfully petition that, 
if it be in accordance with your judgment, 
you should grant us permission to divide 
as follows :— 

" Three tiers of counties off from the 
northern part of Illinois, and two off from 
the southern part of Wisconsin, and let 
this territory be known as the Union Con-
ference. 

"Our reasons for forming a new Con-
ference are, first, to save traveling ex-
penses, and secondly, to give our brethren 
and sisters a better opportunity for attend-
ing our annual gatherings in their own 
Conference. 

" We would suggest that three camp-
meetings be held the coming year in Illi-
nois and Wisconsin as follows : One in 
Southern Illinois, one in Northern Wiscon-
sin, and a third—a union meeting—at, or 
near, Freeport, Ill., in which the Confer-
ence business of both States should be 
transacted. 

" We further ask that this union meet-
ing may be held in the month of Septem-
ber

' 
 and that ministerial aid be furnished 

us by the General Conference; but 'we 
leave time and place subject to your de-
cision." 

After due deliberation a vote of all in-
terested was called for and taken, which 
showed the following:— 

In favor of division, 45; opposed to di-
vision, 2 ; undecided, 7. 

Voted, To send a report of this meeting 
to the REVIEW AND HERALD for publication. 

Voted, To adjourn without date. 
R. F. ANDREWS, Chairman, 

G. W. COLCORD, Clerk. 
P. S. I voted for "division," still I am 

not now fully in favor of it. I incline to 
this change: Divide each Conference sep-  
arately, and make four Conferences of the 
two; perhaps not in 1876. 	G. W. C. 
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No Paper Next Week. 

Tnis number closes volume forty-six of the 
REVIEW. As we wish to commence the new 
volume with the opening of the new year; we 
omit the paper for one week. Number one of 
volume forty-seven will be dated Jan. 6, 1876, 
and mailed so as to reach our subscribers as 
early in the week as usual. 	 U. S. 

One Day Late. 

Os account of laying over the paper one week, 
we delay this number one day in order to give 
appointments up to as late an hour as possible. 

u. s. 

The Fast. 

As this is the last number of the REVIEW 
which will go to our readers before the day of 
fasting appointed by the General Conference 
Committee, we again call the attention of all to 
that important announcement. Let it be kept, 
not as a form, but as a sincere effort to draw 
near to the Lord. Bro. Canright has an impor-
tant appointment for that day to which we trust 
all the churches in that section of the field will 
heartily respond. 	 u. S. 

Turkey. 

THERE seems to be a settled conviction in all 
quarters that the doom of Turkey is now rapid-
ly approaching beyond the possibility of aversion. 
The following is what The Christian at Work 
says upon the subject :- 

" England has done a sensible thing in securing 
the contract of, the Suez Canal, thus keeping her 
way open through Egypt to India. And now 
the Ottoman Empire is going to pieces ; in fact, 
that Turkish barque ought to have foundered 
a long while ago. That empire will not be en-
lightened and cannot be preserved, and no hu-
man agency can avert its doom. As the London 
Times has it, I She is perishing partly of the cor-
ruptions inseparable from her creed and her 
form of government, and partly from contact 
with a higher civilization than her own.' • If 
Turkey could only be embalmed and buried in 
one of the pyramids, or in one of the numerous 
tombs at Thebes or Memphis, it would be well. 
But as this cannot be, the sum in division had 
better be done as soon as possible, Russia get-
ting the Dardanelles and the Sea of Marmora, 
Austria getting a slice, and Germany its share. 
The Ottoman Empire is only a mass of effete 
Oriental corruption, and the sooner the sick 
man is quietly chloroformed to death the better 
for the surviving relatives and friends."' 

Especial Notice. 

CHANGE OF APPOINTMENT. 
IN view of the fast appointed for Sabbath, 

Jan. 1, the meeting at Adam's Center is post-
poned one week, to Jan. 1, 1876. 

We believe this move to be in the order of 
God, 'and that it should be regarded by all of 
our people wherever the notice may reach them. 
We are in an important crisis in the history of 
this cause. Advance steps should be taken, and 
it is certain defeat to go forward unless God 
goes with us, and gives success to our efforts. 
A spirit of lethargy and stupor is gradual-
ly coming over many, which will prove their 
eternal ruin unless they are aroused. We all 
need to seek God. The words of the prophet 
are especially applicable "Seek ye the Lord, 
all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought 
his judgment ; seek righteousness, seek meek-
ness ; it may be ye shall be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger." Zeph. 2 :3. 

We speak for a general attendance at the 
Adam's Center meeting, as it will be the only 
general meeting which will be held in this part 
of the State this winter. Come prepared to re-
main until Tuesday morning. 

S. N. HASKELL, 
B. L. WHITNEY. 

To the Members of the Ohio T. & M. Society. 

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS : I feel very 
anxious' about the „SIGNS OF THE TIMES. I 
mean by this that as our dear Bro. White has 
called for 10,000 subscribers for the SIGNS, east 
of the Rocky Mountains, at $1.50 per year, I 
am deeply anxious that we should do our part 
in furnishing them. This cannot be done with-
out an effort, an individual effort. There is 
hardly a person, or at least but few, ,that can 
properly feel excused in this matter. They 
should not be gathered up carelessly, nor will it 
rarely be best to send the paper quite gratui-
tously. If the subscriber pays something, 
perhaps from twenty-five cents to $1.50, he  

will be far more certain to read it. Who is 
it that by diligent effort cannot obtain from 
one to four subscribers for the SIGNS ? You 
need have no fears or scruples in recommending 
this excellent paper. 

Perhaps, as our proportion of the 10,000, we 
should raise 800 or 1,000. Shall we do it ? 
Who says, TKe will I Now is the most favor-
able time to work for this. As a Society, shall 
we fail to discharge this apparent duty ? Let 
the dear servants of God not call upon us in 
vain. If each individual member will obtain 
three or four subscribers, it will be done. Dear 
brethren and sisters, be entreated to take hold 
of the matter at once. Do not, I beseech you, 
let this opportunity pass by unimproved. You 
may distribute tracts, and especially Health Al-
manacs, while getting subscribers, but I think 
you may be excused for making the SIGNS a 
specialty for the time being. 

Now, if you have done nothing, I trust you 
are fully resolved to go about it at once. And 
as you start, allow me to say a word about do-
ing the business properly. Write the name 
plainly, with P. 0., county, and State, and the 
amount you get from each, pass them into the 
hands of your director, who will send them to 
the State secretary. And may God bless you in 
your noble mission 	H. A. ST. JOHN. 

A Card. 

I SEE a very favorable report of the Vassar 
church in the REVIEW from Bro. Canright. I 
think the church worthy of said report, but so 
far from admitting that the elder has *been 
largely the means of bringing about this state of 
things, I wish to say, The credit belongs to the 
church. From the first, the members have 
tried to care for one another ; have had a re-
gard for one anothers' feelings ; have exercised 
a spirit of forgiveness; have been prompt in 
correcting the faults of the erring in a spirit of 
meekness, and the blessing of the Lord has been 
with us. I should be glad if this would lead 
other churches to do likewise. I find much 
stubbornness in churches where there is trouble. 
My brethren, this ought not to be. 

E. G. DOUD, Elder. 

ppointmento. 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of He a ven is at hand." 

*** Services in Chicago, every Sabbath (seventh day), at 
269 West Erie St. All Sabbath-keepers spending a Sabbath 
in Chicago are invited to attend. 

Appointment. 

AFTER obtaining the best information I can 
as to the location of the churches, I decide to 
hold a general meeting at Greenville, Sabbath 
and Sunday, Jan. 1, 2. We design this for a 
large gathering. We especially urge the breth-
ren from the following places to attend, viz., 
Bushnell, Muir, Orleans, Saranac, Vergennes, 
Cedar Springs, Montcalm, and Lake View. If 
these churches wish meetings to be held with 
them, let them be at this meeting, and arrange-
ments can be made for them. Meeting will 
commence at 6 o'clock Friday evening. 

D. M. CANRIGHT. 

MERE will be quarterly meetings in Minne-
sota as follows :- 

Blue Earth City, 	Dec. 25, 26, 1875. 
Mankato, 	 Jan. 1, 2, 1876. 
Tenhassen, 
Round Grove, 	 cc 8, 9  cc 

44  8, 9,  cc 

,  
Hutchinson, 	 " 15, 16, is 

cc Kingston, 	 " 22, 23, cc 
North Kingston, Tuesday, " 	25, 
River Falls, 	 . 4 	8, 9,  cc 

.c Maiden Rock, 	 " 15, 16, 
cc Lake City, Tuesday, 	" 	18, 

HARRISON GRANT. 

THE Lord willing, I will meet with the church 
at Plainfield, Wis., quarterly meeting for Dist. 
No. 6, Jan. 1, 2. Also with Dist. No. 11, at 
Poy Sippi, Jan. 15, 16. Let there be a general 
attendance of all the friends in the vicinity of 
these meetings. Will all the members of the 
Tract Society of these districts bring in reports? 

0. A. OLSEN. 

THE next quarterly meeting of the Wisconsin 
T. & M. Society, Dist. No. 2, comprising the 
churches of Avon, Albany, and Monroe, will be 
held at Monroe, evening after the Sabbath, Jan. 
15, 1876. All the scattered brethren and sisters 
belonging to these churches will please send in 
their reports in season for this meeting. Will 
the librarians see that every member is furnished 
with a blank report ? 

E. 0. HAMMOND, Director. 

QUARTERLY meeting of Ohio T. & M. Society, 
Dist. No. 5, at Bowling Green, Dec. 25, 26. 
All are earnestly invited to attend. 

JAMES I. BOARDMAN, _Director. 

THERE will be a quarterly, meeting held in 
Quincy, Branch Co., Mich., on the first Sabbath 
and Sunday in January, at the S. D. A. church. 
All are cordially invited. 

H. J. MELVIN, Clerk. 

WE design holding a two day's meeting Jan. 
1, 2, 1876, in Bro. Elliot's neighborhood, four 
miles north-east of Salem, Richardson Co., 
Neb., for the spiritual welfare of all who wish 
to attend. We desire to see the brethren of 
Arago, Nebraska City, and Table Rock, at this 
meeting. Come friends, and with us seek the 
Lord. Meetings will commence Friday evening. 

G. V. KILGORE, 
M. WING. 

QUARTERLY meeting at Prairie Valley, Daviess 
Co., Mo., Jan. 1, 1876. The quarterly meeting 
of the . & M. Society will be held in con-
nection, commencing the evening before the 
Sabbath and continuing over Sabbath and first-
day. The brethren from Hamilton and other 
places are invited to attend. Brn. Long and 
Chaffee are expected to be present. 

E. EMMITT MALLORY, Clerk. 

THE State, quarterly meeting for the Ohio T. 
& M. Society will be held at Clyde, Ohio, Jan. 
1, 2, 1876. The quarterly meeting of Dist. No. 
4 will be held in connection with the same. 
Members of the T. & M. Society, you all have 
a duty with reference to this meeting ; it is to 
fill out your blank report and hand it to your 
agent, librarian, or director, at your district 
quarterly meeting, or somehow get it, into his 
hands, so that he may come to the, above State 
meeting prepared to report. We have 261 
members of the T. & M. Society in Ohio. 
Shall we not have 261 reports represented at 
our State meeting ? Why not ? 

H. A. ST. JOHN. 

QUARTERLY meeting for Calhoun Co., Mich, 
Sabbath and Sunday Jan. 8 and 9, 1876, at 
Marshall, Mich. Neighboring churches invited. 
Will some minister meet with us ? 

J. DICKEY. 

MONTHLY meeting of the Jackson Church, at 
the house of Bro. H. H. Bramhall, in Spring-
port, Mich., Jan 1, 1876. 

ii 	E. P. GILES. 

THE quarterly meetiug of the S. D. A. church 
of Norridgewock, will be held at South Nor-
ridgewock, Me. Jan. 1, 1876. All who cannot 
attend are requested to report by letter, one 
week before the time appointed for the meeting, 
so that the reports will reach -us in season. 

F. J. KILGORE, Clerk. 

GENERAL meeting for the Tract and Mission-
ary Society of Wisconsin, at Oakland, Jan. 21-
23, 1876. Let every district in the State hold 
a quarterly meeting one or two weeks before 
the general meeting ; and let every director do 
his duty, that we may have a full report from 
every district. Send reports immediately after 
your meeting to the State secretary, E R Gil-
lett, Monroe, Green Co., Wis. Be faithful in 
the work of God. Let us have a general gather- 
ing of our people. 	0. A. OLSEN, Pres. 

DISTRICT meeting for Dist. No. 14, at Burn-
side, Buffalo Co., Wis., Jan. 1, 2, 1876. 

Dist. No. 6, Jan. 8, 9. 
Let all the members, bring in their reports to 

the district secretary in season. Bro. John At-
kinson will attend these meetings. We hope 
there will be a general gatherine

6 
 of the friends 

in their vicinity. 	 0. A. OLSEN. 

QUARTERLY meeting for Dist. No. 10, at Lov-
ington, Moultrie Co., Ill., Dec. 26, 1875, at 2 
o'clock P. M. All the friends in the district are 
expected. Come with a good report. 

JERRED MALLERNEE, Director. 

MONTHLY meeting for the churches of Allegan 
Co., Mich., at Allegan, Sabbath, Jan. 1, 1876. 
Bro. H. M. Kenyon will meet with us. 

J. L. RUMERY. 
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