
AND SABBATH HERALD. 
" Here is the patience of the Saints : Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus." Rev. 14 :12. 
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THE CALL OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

NOT always as the whirlwind's rush 
On Horeb's mount of fear, 

Not always as the burning bush 
To Midian's shepherd seer, 

Nor as the awful voice which came 
To Israel's prophet bards, 

Nor as the tongues of cloven flame, 
Nor gift of fearful words,— 

Not always thus, with outward sign 
Of fire or voice from Heaven, 

The message of a truth divine, 
The call of God is given I 

Awaking in the human heart 
Love for the true and right,— 

Zeal for the Christian's better part, 
Strength for the Christian's fight. 

And gently, by a thousand things 
Which o'er our spirits pass, 

Like breezes o'er the harp's fine strings, 
Or vapors o'er a glass, 

Leaving their token strange and new 
Of music or of shade, 

The summons, to the right and true 
And merciful is made. 

Ohj then, if gleams of truth and light 
Flash o'er thy waiting mind, 

Unfolding to thy mental sight 
The wants of human-kind; 

If, brooding over human grief, 
The earnest wish is known 

To soothe and gladden with relief 
An anguish not thine own; 

Though heralded with naught of fear, 
Or outward sign or show ; 

Though only to the inward ear 
B. 8 	It whispers soft and low; 
1.11 	Though dropping, as the manna fell, 

Unseen, yet from above, 
v. 	Noiseless as dew-fall, heed it well,— 

Thy Father's call of love ! 
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"My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide 
8' 	commandments with thee ; so that thou incline 
I. !am ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to under. 
it  ..itanding ;  yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and-lift-

et up thy voice for understanding ; if thou ileekest, 
ier as silver, and searchest 'or her as for hid trees-

of rtes, then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, 
?nd find the knowledge of God. For the Lordgiveth 
usdom; out of his mouth cometh knowledge and un- 
lerstansling." Prov. 2:1-6. 

THE volumes of thought introduced in 
Ldd Ihe foregoing, can be easier conceived than 
nOxpressed. And yet were these eloquent 
itlxpressions of the wise man shorn"of their 
of • )entimental vesture subjecting ofilythe 'one 

.:.• grand idea of wisdom to the coniprehen-
ir ;non of finite minds, Who could perceive 

its limits? Who can fathom its depths? 
se Who can look away to the source from 
e ,vhence it came and Conceive of the nays- 
. teries of its birth, and, when but an infant in 
y lays, the extent of its power? None but he 
- Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts, 
a. end given understanding to-the heart` 
s. d8: 36. And ,yet, all 'are to "understand its 
et ;important use. The simple may be en- 

"niched by it; for we read that whilst the 
of:law of tie Lord is perfect converting the 

soul, the testimonies of the Lord are equal-
ly sure making wise the simple. Ps. 19: 7. 

Thits we discover the inseparable con-
nection of the two great avenues of divine 
wisdom, the commandments of God,?  as re-
vealed in his word, and the testimonies of 
the Lord, as developed' through the mani-

re festation of the Spirit. And so we read, 
"My son if thou wilt receive my words and 
hide my commandments with thee . . . 
then shalt thou understand the fear of the  

Lord and find the knowledge of God; for 
out of his mouth cometh wisdom and un-
derstanding." Prow. 2: 1, 5, 6. 

We are, then, first to understand the fear 
of the Lord, which is the beginning of wis- 
dom. Ps. 111: 10. Then we shall have 
laid the foundation for the reception of a 
wise course of instruction through the tes-
timony of Christ (Rev. 12:17), which is the 
Spirit of prophecy. Rev. 19:10. 

" If thou criest after knowledge, and 
seokest her as silver and searchest after her 
as for hid treasures "—these are the condi-
tiens of its attainment. I see in this a 
broad distinction between wisdom and 
knowledge. The one is set forth as a re-
Ward to him who seeks, cries, and searches, 
for the other. 

An expression from Pope would seem 
apparently to define them both. Wisdom 
and knowledge, far from. being one, oft-
times have no relation. For Knowledge is 
replete in thoughts of other men; Wisdom 
is content with its own. Knowledge, a 
rough unprofitable mass, the very material 
With which Wisdom builds, until hewn and 
squared and fitted to its place, ofttimes 
Both but encumber whom it seemeth to en-
rich. Knowledge is proud that she has 
learned so much. Wisdom is humble that 
she knows no more. So it is that knowl-
edge does but furnish us the tools with 
which we construct the outer walls of wis-
dom's palace halls. A man may have an 
extensive knowledge of chemistry, and 
then be unable to give a practical demon-
stration of it by analysis. One may have 
a knowledge of all the sciences, and yet 
find himself only in possession of the 
thoughts of other Men, which if transmit-
ted to others as they were received, with-
out due meditation, which develops other 
and richer thoughts and stores them away 
in wisdom's treasure-house, they do but en-
cumber whom they seem to enrich. 

This may properly be termed the wis-
dom of this world which is foolishness in 
the sight of God, and may be likened unto 
a tunnel, which, though it receives much it 
retains nothing, and runs dry in about one-
half the time it takes to fill it, because it 
has a big mouth and no bottom. 

Knowledge, like the diamond, must of ne-
cessity be conspicuously displayed, to be 
appreciated. Therefore it seeks public life. 
It shines in the social circle, sparkles in the 
mansions of the rich, and flashes in the 
sunlight of national honors, talks long and 
loud upon the scientific problems and theo-
rems of the day, chiefly for display, whose 
love is in the reward of praise and appro-
bation. 

Wisdom is contented with her own, 
abides in seclusion, humble, quiet, modest, 
speaks volumes in a word, orn 	of a noble 
parentage,—not of the world, but from 
above. It is exemplified by our Saviour in ' 
the revelation of great and sublime truths 
so simplified that the little child may un-
derstand them, and be led to a life of holi-
ness by conforming to them. 

It was said of Pelucido that he was a 
very great genius in this respect; for when 
he spoke in the senate he was wont to con-
vey his ideas in so simple and so happy a 
manner as to instruct and convince every 
hearer, and to enforce the conviction 
through the whole illustrious assembly, 
and that with so much evidence that you 
would have been ready to wonder that ev-
ery one who had spoken had not said the 
same things. But Pelucido was the only 
man that could do it. This is wisdom. 

But it was not characteristic of this great 
man only. There seem to be those among 
the people of to-day, that are in possession 
of this priceless gift. Those more especial-
ly upon whom God hath bestowed great 
measures of the heavenly wisdom which 
was in our Saviour, who before the assem-
bly, in conversation, and in writings, deliv-
er their thoughts in so plain, so easy, so 
familiar, and perspicuous a manner that you 
both understand and assent to everything  

they say as fast as you read Or hear it. 
Hereupon some have been ready to con-
clude in haste, Surely this person says none 
but common things. I knew as much be-
fore, or could have said as much myself. 

This, many find to be a sad mistake; and 
it arises from their inability to discern be-
tween that wisdom which comes from 
above and that which is earthly. 

But the most distinguishing feature of 
this spiritual gift is that of good fruits. 
It is a tree of life; its yield is bountiful. 
Its branches are never encumbered with 
pride, egotism, prejudice, dogmatism, prat-
ing, reviling, or anything of the kind; but on 
the contrary, these are most powerfully.  as-
sailed; for wisdom sees them all in their 
odious deformity, and receives an impulse 
to hate, avoid, and shun, them, while up-
on the other hand it gains a glimpse of 
the beauty and loveliness of candor, docil-
ity, meekness, kindness, affability, liberal-
ity of feeling and independence of thought, 
which urges one to assume and wear these 
more than earthly oinaments—the legiti-
mate fruits of wisdom, not the knowledge, 
which comes and goes with the rapidity of 
thought, but a living fountain ever' flow-
ing with sparkling gems of original thought, 
'not successfully attained by a solitary ef-
fort of the mind, but by a prayerful crying 
and thirsting for it. 

If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God who giveth liberally and upbraideth 
not. Jas. 1: 5. And a constant vigilant 
watchfulness is necessary lest those thoughts 
which are productive of good vanish away 
leaving the mind subject to those impres-
sions which too often plunge the individual 
into perpetual error and misjudgment. 

Understanding is a term which may be 
said to be synonymous with wisdom. For 
wisdom is defined to be the use of the best 
means for attaining the best ends; and in 
this sense is implied the union of high mental 
and moral excellence. And to understand 
is simply to receive into the intellect that 
which comes through the medium of the 
senses. The one is simply an instrument 
in the economy of the other, for its devel-
opment into perfection. To accomplish 
any purpose in life, it must first be under-
stood. Therefore, happy is the man that 
getteth understanding. And wisdom rest-
eth in the heart of him that hath under-
standing. Prov. 14: 19-33. 

It is the basilar principle of the great work 
of creation, and without it the great Author 
of the material universe would forever have 
remained a unit. But we read, "By under-
standing hath he established the heavens." 
Prov. 3: 19. And again, " Hast thou not 
known, hast thou not heard, that the ever-
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator "of the 
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is wea-
ry? there is no searching of his understand-
ing." Isa. 40: 28. The froward, heady, and 
highminded, who think more highly of their 
own moral and intellectual worth than of 
the virtue of humility, get never the faint-
est glimpse of the excellence of wisdom, 
for such cannot bear the reproof God sends 
to develop in them a wise and under-
standing heart. They pray earnestly for 
its possession, but ignore the beneficent 
manner of its gift. 

"The ear that heareth the reproof of 
life abideth among the wise. He that re-
fuseth instruction despiseth his own soul; 
but he that heareth reproof, getteth under-
standing. The fear of the Lord is the 
instruction of wisdom; and before honor is 
humility." Prov. 15:31-33. 

If I rightly understand the force and im-
portance of this scripture, it is to teach 
submission to the wise arrangements of God 
for our development into a higher moral 
and intellectual life. "My people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge." Hos. 4: 6. 
Every son and daughter of Adam has a 
most important concern in the affairs of 
the life to come. Therefore it should be a 
matter of the highest moment for every 
one to understand, to judge, and reason  

right about the things of religion. :From 
this it appears to be the necessary duty, 
and for the interest of every person living, to 
improve his understanding, to inform his 
judgment, to treasure up useful knowledge, 
and to acquire the skill of good reasoning, 
as far as his station,' capacity, and circum-
stances in life, furnish proper means. So a 
studious application of the mind, tilough 
ever so latent its faculties, to the study of 
divine revelation, together With a ol'OS'e Ob-
servation of external surroundings, ' will 
supply the intellectual regions With-li'ving - 
streams of useful knowledge, sowing th.e', 
seed which shall one day spring forth into 
verdant fields of never-withering fruit of 
heavenly wisdom. And thus with the 
mind enriched with gems of truth from 
the great book of nature and revelation, 
we may say with the apostle, " Howbeit 
we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect, yet not the wisdom 'of the world, 
but we speak the wisdom of God." 1 Cor. 
2: 6-7. 	 E. P. D. 

Leoni, Mich. 

DELAYING OBEDIENCE. 

To have the understanding' enlightened 
in regard to duty, and the ':conscience so' 
thoroughly awake as, to make' one feel' unto' 
easy in the neglect of it, and..yet to be :sur;. 
rounded with advisers,' wearitig',the name 
and title of Christians, who are 'continually' 
urging further delay, is about as uneoin-' 
fortable a position as a person of fervent 
piety needs to be placed in. 'To rebuke 
such advisers in the faithfulness of the gos-
pel, and yet, at the same time, to behave 
toward them with becoming meekness, is 
not the easiest thing in the world. Never-
theless, the idea that we may postpone our 
obedience to God RA-  a little season, not-
withstanding our convictions, is not to be 
tolerated. 

Suppose, for example, that a person be-
comes convinced that it is his duty to ob- 
serve the Sabbath of the Bible—the sev-
enth day of the week. Forthwith he is as-
sailed by his associates with the suggestion 
that he ought not to be in a hurry—that he 
ought to take plenty of time for considerate 
tion, at least a year. Plausible as such ad-; 
vice is, we offset it with a simple passage-
of scripture: " I thought on my ways, and. 
turned .my  feet unto thy testimonieS; I 
made haste and delayed not to keep thy 
commandmentS." Ps. 119: 59, 60. Here 
the psalmist testifies that he turned his 
feet to obedience, so soon as, by think-
ing on his ways, he found that he was 
walking astray.—He made no delay about 
it; he did not go about to consult the wise 
men of the nation; he did not examine the 
Writings 'of the rabbis and doctors, to see if 
there was not some way of getting round 
the duty; he made haste to render obedi-
ence. But, now-a-days, as soon as a per-
son's conscience begins to lash him for 
neglected duty, he is advised to be very 
careful about running too hastily. Well, 
we would not wish one to be too hasty; 
but, on the other hand, it may be well to 
consider whether there is not such a thing 
as being too tardy. Conviction of duty is 
not to be trifled with. When any one does 
violence to his conviction, he feels that he 
disobeys God; and such disobedience is 
sure to be followed by disastrous results. 
The voice of conscience grows more feeble 
and (if the disobedience be persisted in) 
becomes, at length, hushed in silence. It 
may continue to reprove with regard to 
other duties, but with regard to that par-
ticular one which has been made the object 
of willful neglect, it reproves no more. As 
a necessary consequence, the soul suffers the 
loss of all those blessings which obedience 
in that one thing would bring. 

Nor is this all. Conscience, having 
yielded to corruption in one instance, be-
comes ready to yield in another. Its stern-
ness has been overcome, and it no longer 
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guards the soul with that security which it 
had been wont to do. It is to the . soul 
what the sense of modesty is to the ferriale4 
and, as the female cannot allow her *Use 
of delicacy to be trifled', with without in-
curring the risk of a total loSe of virtite, so 
the conscience cannot, in a single instance, 
be abused without incurring the danger of 
becoming " seared with a hot iron." We 
will not undertake to say that this is in every 
ease the result; but we do say that there is 
great danger of it. We insist, therefore, 
that when one nnderstands what is duty, 
he ought to lose no time in putting it in 
practice. Let him remember, too, that the 
wrath of God is revealed against those 
" who hold the truth in unrighteousness." 
Rom. 1: 18. 
. But the possibility that one, may be misT  

taken as to his duty is often urged as a rea-
son for delay. There may be'something in 
this; at least, it seems plausible. Gener-
ally, however, this objection is more spe-
cious than solid. At all events, it is so 
with regard to those things which are the 
subject of direct and unequivocal command. 
With regard to the Sabbath, we have no 
hesitation in saying that it savors of " the 
wisdom that is earthly." The object 'of 
those who urge it is to induce a deference 
to the views of those who have acqnired 
great skill in explaining away the divine 
law. But we hold, that however doubtful 
may be the teachings of Scripture with re-
gard to such questions as are purely doc-
trinal, or however obscure the language in 
which its prophecies foretell coming events 
with regard to the common, practical duties 
of life, the word of God is so plain: that 
there is no need for a child to be mistaken: 
Were it otherwise, it would be tinsilitea 
to the wants of mankind. For, inasih4ch 
as every one must give an account for hi-Ms 
self, and not another for him, it is neces-
sary that each one should be able to decide 
his duty for hiniself. People of small in-
tellectual capacity must be able to make 
this decision as well as those of more ex-
panded powers; and children, as well as 
those of mature age. Hence duty must be 
revealed in- very simple language. And 
how simple the language in which our duty 
to keep holy the Sabbath day is revealed! 
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy—the seventh clay is the Sabbath." 
Who can fail to understand it? What 
untutored peasant cannot comprehend it? 
What child does not perceive its meaning? 
The command to refrain from the adora-
tion of images is not more plain. -Yet, 
when a person of ordinary mental powers 
is convinced by it, and begins to think 
about rendering obedience, straightway he 
is admonished that he, does not understand 
it, and that he would do well to consult 
some learned men, some spiritual rabbis or 
doctors of divinity, before taking any de-
cided steps! 

And what do the learned doctors say up-
on being consulted? Why, that it is the 
duty of men to keep holy the first day,of 
the week. But how do they make it ap.-
pear? Do they produce any precept from 
the Scriptures, plain and unequivocal, like 
the fourth commandment? Net by, any 
means. They can present nothing *Koh 
is level to .the comprehension of a ehild. 
Whatever they say on the subject is entires  
ly above the understanding of children, 
and entirely above the understanding of 
ignorant people, They talk about the 
magnitude of redemption as compared with 
the work of creation; they have something 
to say about redemption being finished on 
the first day of the week by the resurrec, 
tion of Christ from the dead; they lay a 
few such theological propositions together, 
and finally draw out the ,inference that the 
first day of the week is a hely day. But 
the plain, ordinary mind does not under-
stand this. The child fails to comprehend 
it. It is true he hardly dares to indulge 
the thought that learned men may be miss 
taken; nevertheless he is puzzled, extreme--
ly puzzled, to understand it. Is not thiS 
conclusive proof that no such duty is en-
joined in the book of God? 

We cannot, therefore, subscribe to the 
idea that a person must, in reference to the 
Sabbath, or in reference ,to any other plain 
command of Heaven, wait to consult friends 
and learned teachers, and .the writings of 
fallible men before rendering obedience. 
If God has spoken, ",see that ye refuse not 
Him that speaketh." We do not believe 
that any one can begin to obey God too 
soon.—Amer. Sabbath Tract, Ho. 14. 

DOING GOOD DEEDS. 

IT is said of Christ that he went about 
doing good, and an apostle says that we 
should do good to all men as we have op- 

portunity. We need not wait for great op-
portunities, but improve all opportunities 
of ;doing a little good. Do a little • at a 
tinte if we can do no better. Doing this, 
it will happen occasionally that a greater 
opportftnity will present itself. 

But it happens every day that we may 
deny ourselves the indulgence of evil acts, 
thoughts, and words, and thus .by resisting 
bad deeds, and by encouraging good ones, 
we may double our effectiveness in the 
Work of doing good; because the evil re-
strained will count more than good actually 
done, taken by itself alone. 

Let us not say we have nothing to do 
while we can keep our hearts and minds in 
the love of God, and can lift an arm or a 
hand in the daily duties of life, or can say 
a word for the right, or lift a prayer for the 
fallen and the faint-hearted, or say a word 
of encouragement to the sad and the sor-
rowful. The time spent in making ex-
cuses and apologies, and in trying to shun 
work, if filled up with the same labor in 
duty and usefulness, would fill the world 
with mercy and alms deeds. 

Do not take things in a contrary manner, 
but with wisdom and sweet sunny smiles 
proceed constantly on and on in daily life, 
never fretting nor whining; but put the 
rein on the tongue and the mind, and train 
all your powers to build up all around you 
hope, faith, purity, love, and good courage. 

JOSEPH CLARKE. 

PROMISES TO THE "HUNDRED AND 
FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND." 

" AND he that overcometh, and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations; and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of 
a potter shall they be broken to shivers; 
even as I received of my Father." Rev. 2: 
26, 27. 

" And they shall walk with me in white; 
for they are worthy. He that overcometh, 
the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot out his name out of the 
book of life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before his angels." 
Rev. 3: 4, 5. 

" These are they which follow the Lamb 
wh-ithersoever he goeth. These were re-
deemed from among men, being the first-
fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Rev. 
14: 4. 

" And the armies which were in Heaven 
followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean. [See Rev. 19: 
8.] And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the na-
tions: and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." 
Rev. 19:14, 15. 

"And Enoch also, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints, to execute judgment upon all." 
Jude 14, 15. 

"Him that overcometh will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
shall go no more out: and I will write up-
on him the name of my God, and the name 
of the city of my God, which is New Jeru-
salem, which cometh down out of Heaven 
from my God; and I will write upon him 
my new name." Rev. 3: 12. 

"These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple; and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light on them 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters; and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes." Rev. 7: 14-17. 

"He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces; and the rebuke of his 
people shall he take away from off all the 
earth; for the Lord hath spoken it. And 
it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our 
God; we have waited for him, and he will 
save us: this is the Lord; we have waited 
for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation." Isa. 25: 8, 9. 

"To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Fa-
ther in his throne." Rev. 3: 21. 

"Him- that overcometh will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God." "And 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them. . . . The Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them,  

and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of water." Rev. 3: 12; 7: 15, 17. 

"And in their mouth was found no guile; 
for they are without fault before the throne 
of 	' Rev. 14:5. 

" And saviour's shall come up on Mount 
Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the Lord's." Obadiah 
21. 

" And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood 
on Mount Zion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thousand, having his Fa-
ther's name written in their foreheads." 
Rev. 14:1. 

It is our privilege to be among this hap-
py company. Will we? Yes; if we over-
come and keep our Saviour's works unto 
the end. 	 JoHN W. Woon. 

HOLY LIVING. 

No one who sets himself seriously to live 
a holy life can proceed far without per-
ceiving the immense importance of prayer. 
"If you can pray aright," says one, " you 
have mastered the great secret of te spir-
itual life." The word of God is full of 
thoughts on prayer, and of examples of its 
success; the unanimous voice of the entire 
Christian discipleship, in all past times, 
and in all sections of the church, declare 
its importance; and if further proofs of its 
value and necessity were needed, they are 
found in the fact, that the enemy of souls, 
in his endeavor to destroy spiritual life, 
finds it his most gainful policy to rob its 
possessors of the heritage of blessing they 
have in the privilege of prayer. We shall 
not be in danger of exaggerating the im-
portance of devotion if we consider the 
oneness of the spiritual life. There can be 
no conflict between the devotional and 
practical in those whose endeavor it is to 
live Bible holiness; for the one is the spring 
and life of the other; and if we make it an 
axiom that no man can live well but he 
who prays well, it is just as true that no 
man can pray well but he who lives well—
so inseparable are the prayer which lifts up 
" holy hands," and the conduct which is 
filled with holy deeds. 

"And thus it is that prayer is of such vi-
tal importance to the well-being of the soul. 
Study may be dispensed with by those who 
work with their hands for God; handiwork 
may be dispensed with by those who seek 
him in books and thought. But prayer is 
indispensable, alike for workers and stu-
dents alike for scholar and peasant, alike 
for the educated and the unlettered, for we 
all have to seek God's face above; we all 
have souls to be sanctified and saved; we 
all have sins and passions to beat back and 
conquer; and these things are achieved pre-
eminently by prayer, which is properly and 
representatively the action of religion. It 
is the action whereby we can, in all our 
frailty and defilement, associate ourselves 
with our divine Advocate on high, and 
realize the sublime bond which in him, the 
one Mediator between God and man, unites 
us, in our utter unworthiness to the strong 
and all-holy God." 

This witness is true. How can we live 
without prayer? It is no poetic exaggera-
tion to say, 

"Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 
The Christian's native air." 

When we separate prayer into its several 
elements, we perceive at once its rightness 
and necessity. It is adoration: we bow 
before the Lord our Maker in acknowledg-
ment of his God-head, and as his creatures 
to worship at his footstool. What a privi-
lege is this ! To realize what he is in pow-
er, in holiness, goodness, in magnificence 
of life; to know him, to call him Father, 
to meet the rays of his glory, to fall before 
him and cry, 

"We praise thee, 0 God! 
We acknowledge thee to be the Lord; 
All the earth doth worship thee, 
The Father everlasting!" 

It is confession of our sinfulness, of our 
dependence upon his mercy. And how 
needful to a right estimate of our sins, that 
we should behold them, as he sees them, in 
the light of his countenance. Prayer is 
petition. We are dependent: God, " Giver 
of all spiritual grace, the Author of ever-
lasting life," is our Father, and he says, 
"Ask and ye shall receive." How many 
things have we every hour to beg for ? It 
is thanksgiving for the manifold mercies 
we receive; and it is more—it is praise to 
the matchless love which is their origin. 
For the streams which flow down to us we 
are grateful, but the Fountain! " 0 my 
God, I will give thanks unto thee." And 
it is intercession. How necessary that we, 
joined to many in close relationship and 
sympathy, and to the whole brotherhood of  

man, should offer fervent prayers and 
ing of thanks for all men. 

We are impressed with the value of..  
prayer when we regard it in relation to the 
supply of our personal, spiritual need. 
Have we begun the life of religion? Has 
God " saved us, and called us with a holy 
calling? " Has he imparted the inspirativ, 
which moves us heavenward? Then, I 
sustain this life, we need abundance 07 
prayer. It is of the first importance that  
we should know God, not his attributes, his 
laws, merely, but himself; and there is no 
other way of securing intimacy with hit 
but by secret communion with him. "Ile 
that clwelleth in the secret place of thy_  
Most High shall abide under the shadow Of. 
the Almighty." A: world of disturbing 
elements surrounds us, but we can have 
peace, and have it only by conscious union:  
with God. Perils are on every hand, free 
to assail us with malicious eagerness and 
perseverance; dangers on either side of mil 
path; rough storms which beat over us. 
We are only safe so long as we keep close;.  
to our Father, our Defender. Neglect o 
prayer means voluntary absence from him 
love of it is the heart's tight grasp of hi:  
hand. 

We have service to render, not only the  
sacred offerings of every-day duty, but "la 
bor for his name's sake " and the good o 
humanity. How great the work! How in• 
sufficient our strength! We are strong fo 
doing and suffering only so long as we live:  
in close personal friendship with Him why  
is our life. Does not the testimony of all 
who seek holiness declare that real pewer 
and fruitfulness in Christian living rise and 
fall in exact proportion to faithfulness 
secret prayer? If we would be holy,-wi.  
must pray; if we covet usefulness we must 
pray; if we would do His whole will, who 
has saved us, prayer must be with us the 
first thing, prayer the second, prayer the 
third. 

Nor should our thoughts on this subject 
be confined to personal considerations 
We are members of that great confedera. 
tion of hearts, the church of Christ, 
which he has entrusted, not only the build-
ing up of itself in love, bilt the conversier 
of lost humanity to himself. It follo, 
that on each living member of his church 
devolves a share of the responsibility of ed-
ifying the rest, and of bringing sinful men  
to Christ. Who that knows anything of 
the means of doing good, but must confess 
that prayer, of all forces, is one of the 
strongest? When a successful soul-saver 
was asked the secret of his power in win 
ning men, he replied, " Knee work! Knee 
work! KNEE WORK! " 

Every believer is a priest, anointed and,  
consecrated, not only to offer spiritual eau 
rifices, acceptable through Christ, but 
intercede for others. When the high prif ,  
of Israel, on the great day of atonemer 
went within the veil, the assembled wc 
shipers who waited in the temple knew 
that he was before the mercy-seat praying 
for them. What a power would touch t 
unsaved, were it known that God's people;  
everywhere, feeling the full responsibilir 
of their priestly position, were pleading f,  
the souls of men. " I exhort, thereto] 
that first of all, supplications, prayers, 
tercessions, and giving of thanks be may.:  
for all men." What would be the rest: 
were the entire membership of a church - 
be found daily upon its knees in seen 
pleading for its pastors, its young pop] 
and the unsaved around? That chtm 
would have a great revival, a revival that 
would guarantee its own permanence—its 
foundations being laid deep in earnest 
prayer. 

Will the reader settle it in his heart that 
if he would be holy be must learn to pray 
Not simply in special hours of need, whe 
the pressure of a great grief is forcing fre, 
the soul petitions for help; not merely 
public, when the spirit is carried forware  
by the sympathy of multitudes, but in the: 
secret apartment of the heart, and under 
all circumstances, weaving the woof of life 
with the thread of prayer, joining it to all 
purposes, offering it in all duties, and 
through all changes of sorrow and joy, till 
in the very end of all, it becomes his 
watchword at the gates of death." "Tli 
most arduous act of the reason and will is 
to pray, to pray as God would have us: 
this is what, at times, makes me turn cold 
to my soul. Believe me, to pray with all 
your heart and strength, with the reason 
and the will, to believe vividly that God 
will listen to your voice through Christ, 
and verily do the thing he pleaseth there,  
upon: this is the last, the greatest achieve. 
went of the Christian's warfare upon earth, 
Teach us to pray, 0 Lord!"—Rev. 
Page. 
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QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN KANSAS. 
--- 

ON the separation of our State from Mis-
souri, the policy of supplying ministerial 
help at the quarterly meetings of each 
church in the State was adopted, and has 
been carried out with good results. Yet a 
great deal more may be accomplished if 
the churches will do their part of the work. 
This has been abundantly proven, some 
churches having taken right hold of the 
work, while others have not done so. The 
different results show what and where the 
lack is. 1. Attendance. 2. Disposition to 
work when there. 

Instead of trying to manufacture excuses 
for not being present at the first part of the 
meeting, the last or some other part of it, 
our brethren would be more profitably em-
ployed in earnestly laboring to overcome 
such real hindrances as may exist. Inter-
ested outsiders, seeing so little interest 
manifested in the truth by its own adher-
ents, easily lose the interest they had in the 
matter. 

As to the disposition to work during the 
meeting, S. D. Adventists should never at-
tend such a meeting simply to be preached 
to; but having first invited all their friends 
and neighbors to attend the meeting, they 
should work earnestly for their conversion 
to God and his truth. Talk to and with 
them. If it is a better way, urge them to 
walk in it. They expect this from you. 
When the sermon has brought some pre-
cious souls very near the kingdom of God, 
must they wait and stay out, like the poor 
impotent man at the pool of Bethesda, hav-
ing no one to help them in? "A word 
spoken in due season, how good is it!" yet 
so often withheld! 

Brethren, put away this foolish, and al-
most wicked, timidity. Let each one de-
termine to be " a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ." Soldiers are not afraid, at least 
they ought not to be so. 	J. Ialuo.NT. 

Osage City, Dec. 12. 

Sheridan, Ill. 

THE PALM AND THE CEDAR. 

THE distinguishing features of the palm-
tree can easily be given in a short descrip-
tion. It is found where moisture is pres-
ent. It flourishes in proportion to the 
cultivation bestowed upon it. Its great 
characteristic is a sturdy, persistent, up-
ward growth. It always rises higher and 
higher. It grows as long as it lives, and 
there is a singular elasticity in its fibre. 
Though heavy weights may be hung upon it 
to draw it down to earth, it has an extraor-
dinary power of asserting its heavenward 
tendency. And then its form is singularly 
beautiful and noble,—its tall stem graceful-
ly and continuously rising without branches, 
and its canopy of feathery leaves at the 
summit spreading in the blue sky above the 
orchards below. To this must be added 
the fact that the palm is an eminently use-
ful tree. It bears fruit abundantly; and its 
fruit is highly important to man. Nor is 
the value of this tree confined to its fruit-
fulness. There is an Arab proverb which 
says that there are as many uses for the 
palm-tree as there are days in the year. 

The diStinctive peculiarities of the cedar 
may, in the same popular, unscientific way, 
be given in a few words. This is a tree of 
the mountains, as the palm is a tree of the 
plains. The cedar grows rapidly and lives 
long. Naturalists have made startling cal-
culations regarding the age of some of the 

our society is interesting; for some of the 
brethren walk four, and some even seven 
miles to attend. 

At our last session, our president closed 
the speaking by remarks from James 1:26 
27. The Lord gave freedom; and the 
members listened with good attention, and 
seemed deeply impressed by the word 
spoken. It was a sacred place to us. The 
Spirit of the Lord was there, and we felt 
loth to say good night. 

There are brethren here who could 
scarcely speak five minutes in public when 
our society was organized, but now the al-
lotted fifteen minutes is too short for them. 
They enter heartily into the spirit of the 
work, and seem to realize that there is a 
work for them to do in this world besides 
eating, drinking, and sleeping. I believe 
there are many in our ranks who could by 
persevering efforts qualify themselves to 
carry the light to others. The truth is, we

'  
should make opportunities, not wait for 
them. Could my voice be heard from 
Maine to California, I would ring out the 
shout, Seventh-day AdVentists, wake up, 
wake up! The Lord is coming! Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee! 

DENNIS Monumsox. 

1 PRAY FOR THE MESSENGERS: 
1 

.e of1  

D th - WE often read in the REVIEW appeals 
aeed: ke the following: "'Brethren, pray for 
Ha  a;" " Pray for the good work in this 
holy lace;" "Brethren and sisters, we need 
%thin our prayers." Now we believe these dear 
[I, t  ervants of God mean just what they Say. 
e o I hey know that without God's help they 
tha an accomplish nothing; and they have 

5, his  aith to believe that the prayers of God's 
s I eople will avail much in their behalf; 
min- herefore they are not ashamed to ,ask 

or them. They are greatly rejoiced and 
trengthened when they feel that earliest 
rayer is being offered for them. Let us, 

bingllien, be alive to this duty and sacred privi-
havelege* 
rii0n.  Many can be workers, but few can be 
free,  reachers. All are not eloquent; all are 
and; °t gifted. Some have no means at their 
ou  , ontrol; many of us can do little else than 

1 us.., ray. Then let us pray that the preacher 
lose ay be so filled with the spirit of, the mes- 

., 	 to:  him, r the solemn truths committed 
ft t o , age, and declare with such force and pow-

A
mI  , his  hat his words may pierce like a sword, 

nd the truth burn its way to the heart, 
the,lconvincing and converting those who will 

,, ]ajlgive heed. . 
I of] Perhaps the preacher takes the desk, 
T in-]Worn and weary; he feels that many eyes 
foAre upon him, that many will listen' with 

live eagerness for the words he shall speak. A 
who, is ilent prayer ascends to God for help .at 
athat hour. He begins almost with a sigh; 

weribut his strength revives, words flow freely, 
and; he power of God rests upon him; and now 

in,at the close that vast audience seems in, at 
hained, hearts are stirred to their depths. 

Lust, There is something in that sermon back of 
%rho:the speaker. He is conscious of it too. 
thelrhe prayer of faith has availed in his be-
the]half. It may be from the many, or it may 

Jbe from the quiet listener in the corner, 
, ectliyho never forgets to pray for the minister. 
Ins) Said a dear sister whose work on earth 
ira-lhas long since closed, " I can never look 
to1upon one of God's chosen ones standing 

ild-]before the people to dispense the bread 
ion 'of life without breathing an earnest prayer 
,wsilin his behalf." Dear brethren and sisters, 
rch]we all know how precious the thought that 
ed-'One is interceding in Heaven for us; let 
Len'us then ever remember to intercede with 

ess,i

ofyChrist in behalf of the, messengers; ‘ and 

;he' go forth well able to proclaim the last roes-
'Auay God raise up many others who shall 

7er,1;age of mercy. 	M. E. McKR,E. 
in--1 

I :ee-, 
1 HOMEWARD TENDENCIES IN THE 

ncl 	CHILDREN OF THE 	' RE- 
FORMERS. 

lo- 

, iWE are frequently told of the onward 
• . .march of progress, and of the destruction 

'which it is destined to work in everything 
;w ;Catholic; but the observance—even this 
• outward  observance—of Christmas, and 
h0 ;other signs, betoken something different. 
ole.1We are reminded now of a sermon we 

or

tv.,heard preached by a Catholic priest on 
-Christmas day. " The world," said the 

.e  preacher, "knows how, three centuries ago; 
n!4 reformers ' went into the churches, muti-
le  'luting the statues, destroying the paint-
[wings, pulling down the altars, stripping the 
to,priests of their sacred vestments, changing 
4. the name of the Sunday and calling it 'the 

..Sabba-th,' the name that properly belongs 
r

I 
 to Saturday, and abolishing by force the 
observance of any festiVal that would re-

-.lease the mind or uplift the heart of the asi 
pilgrini weary with the carps of the world. 

"How different is it to-day! The simple 
It meeting-house which these `reformers' set 
-? up, as a protest against. our magnificent 

churches, is passing away in fact and in 
name; and the descendants of, the 're-

n  formers' borrow the forms of our archi- 
d tecture from those Catholic ages that they 
e call dark; they spend their wealth upon 
)* the construction of these churches, they 

embellish them with statuary and painting, 
.! and try to heighten the effect of their relig-, 

d ions worship by elaborate -nausie and all 
Lather sorts. They are fdregoing the use of 

B the word Sabbath,' as applied to Sunday, 
• and are re-learning to call things by their 
81 proper names. At the same time they are 

claiming our priestly privileges, they are 
imitating our ritualistic forms, and even 
adopting our titles. 

• " Let our Protestant friends take notice 
that all this is an acknowledgement that 
the work of the Reformation' was one of 
mad destruction, and that itself needs to be 

1 .repaired."—Boston Pilot, [Roman Catho-
lic.] 

The above is to the point, and bears ex-
cellent testimony for the truth. We can- 

not concede that " the work of the Refor-
mation was one of mad destruction;" but 
we do admit that there is a great lack of 
that spirit which characterized the fathers 
of the Reformation, a lack of that spirit 
which will enable mankind to walk in the 
light of God's truth. The truth of the 
matter is, "Babylon is fallen! is fallen!" 

WM. PEPPER. 
Woodburn, Ill, 

THE OLD MAN IN THE STYLISH CHURCH. 

WELL, wife, I've been to church to-day—been to a 
stylish one,— 

And seein' you can't go from home, I'll tell you 
what was done ; 

You would have been surprised to see what I saw 
there to-day ; 

The sisters were fixed up so fine they hardly bowed 
to pray. 

I bad on these coarse clothes of mine—not much 
the worse for wear— 

But, then, they knew I wasn't one they call a mil-
lionaire ; 

So they led the old man to a seat away back by the 
door • 

'Twas bookless and uncushioned, a reserved seat for 
the poor. 

Pretty soon, in came a stranger with gold ring and 
clothing fine; 

They led him to a cushioned seat far in advance of 
mine ; 

I thought that wa'n't exactly right to seat him up 
so near, 

When he was young, and I was old, and very hard 
to hear. 

But, then, there's no accountin' for what some peo-
ple do ; 

The finest clothing now-a-days, oft gets the finest 
pew; 

But when we reach the blessed home, all undefiled 
by sin, 

We'll see wealth beggin' at the gate while poverty 
goes in. 

I couldn't hear the sermon, I sat so far away, 
So, through the hours of service, I could only 

"watch and pray;" 
Watch the doin's of the Christians sitting near me, 

'round about; 
Pray that God would make them pure within as 

they were pure without. 

I doubt not there were wealthy sires in that relig-
ious fold, 

Who went up from their dwellings like the Phari-
see of old; 

Then returned home from their worship with a head 
uplifted high, 

To spurn the hungry from their door with naught 
to satisfy. 

Out, out ! with such professions ; they are doin' 
more to-day 

To stop the weary sinner from the gospel's shinin' 
way 

Than all the books of infidels, than all that has 
been tried 

Since Christ was born in Bethlehem—since Christ 
was crucified. 

How simple are the works of God, and yet how 
very grand— 

The shells in ocean caverns—the flowers on the 
land— 

He glide the clouds of evenin' with the gold-light 
from His throne, 

Not for the rich man only ; not for the poor alone. 

Then why should man look down on man, because 
of lack of gold ? 

Why seat him in the poorest pew because his clothes 
are old? 

A heart with noble motives—a heart that God has 
blest— 

May be beatin' Heaven's music 'neath that faded 
coat and vest. 

I'm old—I may be childish—but I love simplicity ; 
I love to see it shinin' in a Christian's piety; 
Jesus told us in His sermons, in Judea's mountains 

wild, 
He that wants to go to Heaven must be like a little 

child. 

Our heads are growiu' gray, dear wife—our hearts 
are beatin' slow— 

In a little while the Master will call for us to go ; 
When we reach the pearly gateways, and look in 

with joyful eyes, 
We'll see no stylish worship in the temple of the 

skies. 	 —ff. II. Yates. 

A BIBLE LYCEUM. 

WE are at work here. We have organ-
ized a society for the study of the Scriptures 
and for speaking in public. Our meetings 
are held at our house of worship, once in 
two' reeks, on 'evenings after the Sabbath. 

We are governed by a constitution and 
by-laws, and have officers similar to any 
other literary Society. The exercises are 
opened with prayer and singing at 7 o'clock 
sharp, and continue from two to two and a 
half hours. After singing the secretary 
reads minutes of last meeting. The presi-
dent then calls on each member to speak 
on some Bible subject which he has previ-
ously chosen. They are generally ready 
with their notes and proof-texts, having 
left their excuses at home. After the 
members are through speaking, there is an 
invitation offered to any to read an essay 
on some Bible doctrine. You may know 

grandest specimens that remain. The ce-
dar is singularly hardy and tenacious: of 
life; and the determined growth of its 
gnarled and knotted trunks may most fitly 
be taken as the emblem of strength. 
Though the cedar is a lofty tree, it is more 
distinctly marked by the wide-spreading 
breadth of its shade. This characteristic 
seems to be well caught in the prayer-book 
version of the passage before us, which is 
worded thus: "The righteous shall flourish 
as a palm-tree, and shall spread abroad 
like a cedar in Libanus." Few scenes in 
nature are grander -than the old cedar-grove 
on Mount Lebanon, especially when the 
dusky outspreading branches and foliage 
are covered with masses of snow, and stand 
in wintry harmony with the rugged forms 
of the mountains around. The cedar is 
worthy to be called the "monarch -of the 
forest." It has been very truthfully said by 
a scientific observer of nature, that what the 
lion is in the animal world, that the cedar 
is among the trees. 

We cannot wonder at the enthusiasm and 
pride with which the Jews regarded these 
famous trees. The allusions to them which 
occur in the sacred writings are full of po-
etry, of national feeling, and religious faith. 
Well may they be the image also of 'those 
who are strong in the blessing of -God; 
well may it be said that " the righteous " 
not only shall "flourish like a palm-tree," 
but shall " grow," shall " spread abroad," 
" like a cedar in Lebanon." 

Take now some of the features of these 
two famous trees of the Bible, as. thus 
roughly described, and add them together, 
and put into them their moral and religious 
meanings; and the great emphasis and rich-
ness of the blessing of the righteous will 
be perceived. Upward growth, so as to be 
as near as possible to Heaven and as far as 
possible from earth,—perpetual freahness; 
perpetual fruitfulness, elasticity of hope and 
heart, tenacity of purpose in the habit of 
the life, strong endurance, wide-spreading 
shelter and influence, steady resistance to 
storm and change,—where could we, find 
a larger aggregate of religious characT-
teris'tics for the servants of God? He has 
put all these qualities in the cedar and the 
palm; and using these trees as the vehicle 
of his promise, he assures the possession of 
these qualities to the righteous.—Sunday 
Magazine. 

OUR DAILY BUTTER. 

WE remember a little boy, and a bright, 
pleasant lad he was, who, when his mother 
wished him to pray for his " daily bread," 
declined on the plea, that " he was sure to 
get that any how, but he would pray for 
his daily butter." And so lie did, amid got 
it too; and years after, we saw him. 
Whether he had prayed all this time for 
his daily butter we do not know, but he 
looked as if he had lived on-nothing else; 
fat, fat, fat, covered him up and weighed 
him down; the eyes, once bright and intel-
ligent, were almost hidden by rolls of fat. 
All his aspirations for the future, all his 
desires for improvement, were quite greased 
out of existence. We see a great many 
not satisfied with daily bread, but grasping 
and straining for luxuries; they want fine 
houses and clothes, equipages and dainty 
food. And striving for these things, they 
forget that the most lasting good is not the 
most palpable to the sense. They lose the 
joy over noble acts, the exalted pleasure of 
generous sentiments, and the keen delight 
of elevated thought. We always felt sorry 
for the man who ate a dish of violets with 
cream! He must have been a greasy soul! 
Yet we pity him; for he'was trying to en-
joy what other people enjoyed, through the 
only avenue of pleasure still open to' him. 
Let us be content, then; that our daily but-
ter is spread thin over the dry bread of life, 
and never strive to make our daily butter 
our only diet.— Christian at Work. 

SEVEN hundred and fifteen millions of 
dollars are annually spent in the United 
States in strong drink. This is only the 
count in money. Who can make the esti-
mate of the loss of manhood and virtue, of 
saddened homes and degraded lives ? It 
robs the family of its brightest sons ; it 
degrades the occupants of our most coveted 
positions ; it steals some of the most prom-
ising members from our churches, and 
drags even from the pulpit some of the 
most eloquent preachers. It is found in 
alliance with almost every other vice ; and 
wherever it obtains a foothold, :it is the 
forerunner of every sort of degradation. 

HE that believes only what he can un-
derstand has a very short creed. 

" He 
the 

W 0 
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;J? prim anti pleat& 
" SanctItY them through Thy Truth ; Thy Word is -Troth." 
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C. W. STONE, - - - LOCAL. EDITOR. 

ARE WE SERVANTS ? 

" AND cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness." Matt. 25 : 30. This was the 
command concerning that slothful servant who 
did not improve the talent his Lord gave him. 
A very significant point in the rendering of that 
deeision is that it was based entirely upon the 
testimony of the offender himself. In our 
courts of justice, it is generally necessary to 
bring witnesses to prove the charges brought 
against the individual. Sometimes, however, a 
person, in trying to tell a story that will hide 
his fault and screen hinsself from punishment, 
will so overdo it, or state something so absurd, 
or so contradict himself, that his own evidence 
is sufficient to condemn him. 

So it was with the wicked servant. Said he, 
" Lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard man, 
reaping where thou hast not sown, . 	. and 1 
was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth." And his Lord said unto him, "Out of 
thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere 
man, taking up that .I laid not, down, and reap-
ing that I did not sow : wherefore, then, gayest 
not thou my money into the bank, that at my 
coming I might have received mine own with 
usury ? " Luke 19 : 22. " Thou oughtest there-
fore [because thou knewest that I was a hard 
man] to have put my money to the exchangers, 
and then at my coming I shauld :have received 
mine own with usury." Matt. 25 : 27. 

This servant is called a slothful servant. He 
was lazy, indolent, idle. He did not appreciate 
the kindness of his lord in thus giving him 
something to improve. So sleepy and inactive 
was he that he did not heed his lord's Com-
mand, " Occupy till I come," hitt paid so ,tittle 
attention to it that he finally forgot all about it. 
The thought, that his Lord would one day call 
upon him for a settlement, came to him so light-
ly at last as to give him no particular uneasi-
ness, and he settled down at ease, and his talent 
lay unimproved—buried. 

Now don't you see that, if he had realized that 
his lord was an austere man, requiring every 
cent that honestly belonged to him, if he had 
really thought that his lord was a sharper, he 
would have been diligent in the use of that tal-
ent, that " pound," so that he might have a rea-
sonable sum to pay his lord for the use of it on 
his return? Of course lie would. 

Well, his lord comes. He is called. Now he 
realizes his situation, and for the first time for 
a long period, he is awake. He knows he is 
wrong, and he gets up that excuse ; and his rea-
son is of all reasons the one which, had it exist-
ed, would have prompted him to use, that tal-
ent. His lord sees his quibbling and sees that 
he has given a false reason, to hide-"the true 
one,—slothfulness. An excuse to hartnenize 
with his actions would have been like this : 
Lord, I knew thee, that thud art a real easy, 
good fellow, and I knew thou wouldst not care, 
seeing that my talent was but small ; so I didn't 
trouble myself about it. So he was judged by 
his own words. 

Reader, what talent has your Lord given you ? 
Perhaps it is to preach. Do not bury it. Cul-
tivate it, expand it. Perhaps it is to write 
good books, or good, articles for the paper. If 
so, do not neglect any Means that are at your 
command to fit you to' write well. It may be 
you have a talent for conversing. Let your 
conversation be in Heaven, from whence also 
we look for the Saviour. See Phil. 3 :'20. Let 
it be as becometh the gospel of Chi*. Phil. 
1 : 27. So order it that you may be a good mis-
sionary everywhere and every day. 

Have you a talent for making money? God 
gave you that talent, and he will require of you 
the right use of it. He did not give it to you 
that you might surround yourself with needless 
things, with luxuries and extravagancies. He 
has a cause which he commands you to sustain. 
He has commanded no •man to go into the world 
to preach His gospel without support. While 
one has a talent to preach, and, another to ac-
cumulate property, both are commanded to im-
prove their talents ; and when the onepreaehes, 
he makes the other his debtor, and it becomes 
his duty to minister unto the wants :of the 
preacher out of his purse and out of his store-
house. " For it hath pleased them of Macedo-
nia and Achaia to make a contribution for the  

poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath 
pleased them verily ; and their debtors they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of 
their spiritual things, their duty is also to min-
ister unto them in carnal things." Rom. 15 : 
26, 27. 

These poor saints who had been ministering 
spiritual things, were those who were scattered 
abroad at the time of a great persecution (Acts 
8 : 1), and who all went out preaching (Acts 11 : 
19), perhaps as our missionaries go out, only 
they had no tracts. At -first they preached to 
the Jews only, but afterwards to the Gentiles, 
as is seen by Acts 11 : 20 and Rom. 15 : 26, 
27 ; and Paul says the Gentiles were pleased to 
give of their means to them, and also that the 
Gentiles were their debtors, and that it was their 
(Patsy to minister to those preachers of their car-
nal things. 

God has given you the light of present truth, 
and he not only wants it to save you, but he 
has commanded you to pass it along. " Ye are 
the light of the world." "Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven." That is what your Saviour says. 
How are you going to let your light shine ? 
You can't preach, you are no writer, you are 
not apt in conversation. Should you try either 
one of these, you would not succeed in shedding 
much light. But you can make money. God 
has placed much property in your hands. The 
light that you have may all be printed, and 
what is wanted is the money to do it and to 
send the precious sheets out into the world, 
where many a soul groping in the darkness may 
be made glad as he hails the dawning of a ray of 
light thus borne to him. 

Much of the light of present truth must be 
carried abroad in this way. Here is where your 
talent may be improved ; and when the Lord's 
means thus intrusted, or lent, to you are used 
for the advancement of his cause, when he thus 
receives his " own with usury," he will increase 
your possessions (Matt. 25 : 23) ; when the 
tithes are all brought into the store-house he 
will open the windows of heaven and pour you 
out a blessing, so great that there shall not be 
room to receive it. Mal. 3 :10. 

Many have talents in several directions ; and 
while the talent for making money may be most 
prominent in an individual, .he may, while im-
proving that, improve all his other talents. 
Let him cast a good influence by his daily life 
and honesty. Let him speak to his neighbor. 
Let him write to his friend. Let him hold up 
every light he has. 

All of vs can be missionaries in some way. 
If you have not the time nor talent to scatter 
tracts and secure a larger circulation of those 
periodicals that are laden with words of light, 
give of your means for some one else to do it. 
"See that no man take thy crown." Just now 
is an especially favorable time for work in this 
direction. 

The Lord is soon coming to reckon with his 
servants. Let us awake before he comes. If 
we hide our talent, be it ever so small, the Lord 
will take no excuse. " Cast him out into outer 
darkness " will be the dread sentence. 

But if we improve our talent, if we return 
unto the Lord the increase of his gifts to us, 
how joyfully shall we hear the approving voice 
of Jesus when he says, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant, . . . . I will make thee ruler 
over many things " ! Have we been a faithful 
ruler over a few acres with a nice cottage here ? 
A possession upon the new earth with a mansion 
in the New Jerusalem shall be ours. How glad 
we shall be that we have transferred our posses-
sions, that we have laid up our treasures in 
Heaven 	Come, let's be faithful servants. 

C. W. S. 

THE GREAT CYCLONE IN BENGAL. 

" IF the disasters which have overtaken the 
unfortunate inhabitants of Bengal, India, had 
occurred in ancient times, we should now pos-
sess traditions of punishments inflicted by an 
offended deity, beside which the legends of the 
flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Egyptian 
plagues, would be altogether inconsiderable. 
The population of the province is now as nu-
merous as that of the United States. Through 
the failure of the rice crop in 1868, owing to 
protracted droughts, a famine occurred which 
killed off the people by the hundred thousand, 
and the deaths would undoubtedly have reached 
millions had not the British government exert-
ed itself to send immense quantities of food 
among the starving cultivators of the land. 
Now comes one of the most terrible hurricanes 
ever experienced in that land of typhoons and 
fierce' storms ; and official reports tell us that 
over 25,000 people have fallen victims to the 
three,great storm waves which have submerged 
the country for over 3,000 square miles. 

" The cyclone which occurred on October 31  

last, arose in the Bay of Bengal, and took a 
northward course, wrecking several large vessels 
which lay in its track. It just missed Calcutta, 
but struck Chittagong, which lies in the most 
northeasterly corner of the bay, stranding ev-
ery vessel in the harbor and nearly destroying 
the town. Meanwhile the storm waves sub-
merged the great islands of Hattiah, Sundeep, 
and Dakhin, lying in one of the mouths of the 
Ganges, covered several smaller islands, and 
then flowed over the land for five or six miles 
toward the interior. 

" It appears that the immense waves were 
projected with astonishing velocity. Up to 11 
o'clock on the night of October 31, Calcutta dis-
patches reporting the storm said that no especial 
danger was anticipated, but before midnight the 
waters had overrun the land to the depth of 
twenty feet. 

"Au examination of the map shows that the 
islands mentioned are situated near an estuary 
of the River Megna, and they owe their origin 
to the deposition of soil washed down by the 
Ganges. They constitute part of the Sunder-
blinds, as the low, marshy land thus produced 
is called from its being covered with the `sun-
der' tree; and the district is not only the hot-
test, but probably the most unhealthy, portion 
of British India. Malaria reigns everywhere, 
and the forests and jungles abound with tigers 
and other ferocious beasts. The English gov-
ernment for some time past has labored to re-
claim the islands, and has offered strong in-
ducements to settlers to cultivate the ground, 
which is rich and extremely fertile. These ef-
forts have resulted in the clearing of a large 
portion of the territory, and the raising thereon 
of valuable crops of cotton, rice, sugar cane, 
mulberry trees for silkworm food, and timber ; 
while the population of Dakhin, the largest 
island, of about 800 miles in extent, has in-
creased to 240,000, and that of Hattiah and 
Sundeep together numbers some 100,000 inhab-
itants. 

" Of course the devastation in this district 
has been complete. The country is' dead flat ; 
and the people, when the wave burst upOn 
them, had no place of safety but in the tree 
tops. And there such as were able found their 
way, sharing their refuges with the wild beasts, 
birds, and serpents. Houses by the thousand 
were utterly swept out of existence, and the 
only relics of human habitations afterwards 
found, were cast up on the Chittagong shore, 
ten miles distant. 

"The Calcutta Government Gazette says that 
wherever the storm wave passed, it is believed 

that not a third of the population survived. 
The islands have barely one-fourth of their 
former inhabitants.' All the cattle were de-
stroyed, and the stench of the decomposing re-
mains has already generated an outbreak of 
cholera which it is feared, will prove general. 
The British government is taking steps to re-
lieve the distress which prevails." 

Any one who can read the foregoing account 
of one of the most marvelous disturbances ever 
exhibited in nature, and not be reminded of the 
Saviour's words in Luke 21 : 25, shows that he 
has either never read the prophecy, or that he 
is unable to mark the signs of the times. "The 
sea and the waves roaring," was to be one of 
the marked features of the last days ; and if 
three great storm waves, submerging 3,000 
square miles of land, and destroying 250,000 
lives, does not furnish at least one item' of the 
fulfillment, then what terrible visitation would 
be needed to meet the prophecy? To the hon-
est seeker for truth the evidence is clear enough 
that nature is beginning to exhibit in a marked 
degree, those preliminary convulsions, which in-
dicate the near approach of the final catastro- 
phe. 	 17, S. 

WHAT CAN I DO ? 

AFTER calling the attention of the people to 
the relation we individually sustain to the cause 
of God, the question is often asked. " What can 
I do ? I am willing to do anything to advance 
present truth providing I know what to do, and 
how to do it." 

The most useful persons in society and in the 
church are those that can adapt themselves to 
the necessities of those around them. There 
are Many who might be of great help to the 
cause of truth were it not for certain traits of 
character which are non-conformable to circum-
stances, to others, and to the work itself. Like 
Ephraim, they "mix themselves among the peo-
ple," but are a cake unturned. They are good 
Christians if circumstances never change, and 
the cause can be molded after their peculiar 
ideas. Yet these persons cast be overcomers, 
providing those possessing such traits would 
study the nature of the work, and adapt them-
selves to it. 

Our churches everywhere greatly need help, 
and especially is it so here in Michigan, and un-
less this help can be furnished, there are hun-
dreds who will sooner or later give up the Sa.b.,' 
bath. In most of our churches, there are indi-
viduals who feel the importance of this, and the 
necessity that something should be done. Would 
such unite their influence, and do what they 
could, they would in a short time greatly im-

prove the condition of things. I find scores in  

our churches who do not take one of our period 
icals. They have no faith in the health reform 
do not believe at all in spiritual gifts, can see 
no possible reason why the SIGNS OF THE Tin 
should be published ; and some who take th 

REVIEW AND HERALD would not want thetRE 
FORMInt any way. 

Now I have nothing to say about the neglect  
of the minister who brought these people on 
and left them without their realizing the import 
Lance of these things, and securing their sub 
scription for these periodicals, which, no doubt 
is the first cause 'of this state of things ; but 
wish to speak a word to those connected wit 
these churches, who realize the importatcs.t 
of these truth and the necessity of taking oui 
periodicals. 

Here is a field in your own church where miss, 
sionary work can be done among its members,  
Visit each other, not to discourse the nonsens  
of the day, but to talk over the truths relatin 
to the present time, their progress, their resell 
ing other nations, the signs of the times, etc 
etc. Always pray together before separating_ 
Take with you the REVIEW, the SIGNS, the P 
FORMER, and if the family has children, tl 
INSTRUCTOR. Read some interesting artist 
Speak of the benefit of the health reform, as 
thus get them interested and perhaps obtain 
their subscription for these periodicals. Do not 
give it up if you do not accomplish at once all 
that you wish. Keep at the work until eve 
family in the church is a subscriber for each o 
these periodicals. Now who will take hold a 
this work ? We appeal to our brethren and sis 
tern in every church who may read these lines,,  
It is for you to know who in your church tak 
these periodicals and who does not. You shoal 
labor in this respect as one who must give an 
account of himself, and the use made of histah  
ents at the bar of God. " We are our brothel 
keeper," and are not to suffer sin upon him. if 
you see him neglect that which would prove his 
salvation, and thus go down to ruin, without'  
putting forth an effort to save him, the blood 
his soul will be found in the skirts of your gar-
ments in the end. Sisters can do much in this 
direction. 

Again, are there not members of your church, 
who have moved away to a distance, and whose 
names are upon your church book ? Do you 
know anything about them spiritually? whethst 
they are backsliding from God or not? Are yes 
sending tracts for them to give to others ? Ate 
you trying to interest them in obtaining sub. 
scribers for our periodicals ? No live member 
in any church should rest until there is a livitg  
connection with every member of the body. 
And that church which is most scattered can 
the most useful if its members are alive. Now 
my brother or my sister, do not say, " I camas 
do anything," but try in the fear of God to 
something. Do you say that you have no idthi 
elms ? If so, what is the reason ? Have 
grieved others with unguarded words an 
prudent acts ? If this is the case, consult 
25 : 22-25, and heed the instruction there g 

There is another wide field for missi 
labor for those who cannot leave their ho 
canvas for our periodicals, and who would 
out for those outside of our faith. First,. 
scribe for several copies of the SIGNS OA 
TD1ES for general missionary labor. Read, an 
loan to your neighbors. Secondly, do up copies 
of them with a few tracts and send to old ac-
quaintances. Yes, even go further, procure 
names from others, and send copies of the Stows  
and REFORMER, always writing a line, callin 
their attention to what you have sent, stating 
that if they are interested you will send them 
more. Here is a field where those who are 
mostly confined to their homes can labor. It. 
will be far, more interesting if a few faithful 
souls can enter this work jointly in a church, 
and meet together once a week in a missionary 
meeting, read the letters received, and. consult 
together, always having a season of prayer for 
divine guidance in your efforts. I do not men-
tion these methods of labor as an untried experi-
m ent. 

One of our eastern churches was organized 
about twelve years since. It was composed of 
ten members, five brethren and their wives. 
Two sisters talked over the necessity of spend. 
ing a season of prayer each Wednesday after-
noon for God's blessing to rest on the church. 
Sister No. 1 had a team. She would ride to the 
house of sister NO. 2, and they would take the 
third,, then would ride to the house where the 
other two lived. Thus they met week after 
week, month after month, year after year. 
Finally, they connected with their prayers a 
system of corresponding with those who might 
be laboring under trial of mind and those who 
were becoming interested in the third angel's 
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message. Soon their correspondence extended 
all over the country. Then came the gathering 
of names of individuals, and sending tracts and 
periodicals to them everywhere. 

The result has been : 1. A sacred 'solid of 
union exists among its members, althot# scat-
tered from Maine to Minnesota. 2. A vorking 
church. Their average weekly attendance has 
never on Wednesdays been over six, aid those 
are sisters ; yet they make use of thirty copies 
of the Swags weekly, and fifteen copie of the 
REFORMER monthly ; and our periodical: through 
their influence have reached every civiised na-
tion in the world where the language h spoken. 
3. They write and receive hundreds of letters 
quarterly. 4. It was a commencemen of what 
resulted in the N. E. Tract Society. 5; There 
are Sabbath-keepers in Ireland, Englaide Scot-
land, France, and different portion Of this 
country, that are known to be the dhact result 
of this labor, besides some companies in this 
country, who embraced the Sabbath Wore they 
ever saw a Seventh-day Adventist minister. 
6. God has prospered that church, ilia com-
menced with ten members, until nov it num-
bers seventy-five. Most of them ae working 
members. 7. There has been a gradial ingath-
ering of the children, until but,  a f?Wsof them 
are outside the church, Most of flese Sisters 
were and are still quite feeble,  and all have 
families. What has been accomplialed in this 
instance might be accomplished by eiturches all 
over our land, where now they contitually com-
plain of leanness, doubt, and darkiess, Such 
means as I have above stated will; gke strength 
and courage to thousands -of hearts And a per-
manent growth of grace. 

Every old REvIEW, 
and SIGNS Or ran TINES, might' it,theS 
until there would be a 'thousand 
there is one at the present time Oath the 
truth would find way to others; Way theeLterd 
speed the time when it will be (Inn. 

..S. N, HAS EL. 
• . 

OUR APPORTIONIO 

I AM not to speak of the astriehloniaen 
quantity of undivided, proaersy 	ettefit 
of you and myself, dears  lira three and sisters,,,  
yet I look forward-in **pat antisipation t6 the, 

the saints ahall;re*,:). a t °maid ac 

cording*, -their deeds. 	 ' t. 
At the recent general 4e,eting belct st Battle 

Creek, in the discusaieneef, miase getOral 'cir- 
culation of the 'SIGNS oval's T ;NW 	thd 
HEALTH REFORMER, the caresniftee aPrsarfioned 
to our State as you have all seen', as our niiniber 
of subscribers to 'ebtain fbr rich onf,of •these 
valuable works, 334.' 

Now When I consider Max itivaapitil: Orme:-
stances, and that our entire Okurch, inaniber-
ship falls short of this tritMlaaa, Ain einifident 
we must take hold of 	 eeitteat if We 
accomplish it. Shall vire &aft 

In the `Slows OF THE PW.ES Of;',E010V40, 187:13, 
Bro. White, -in speaking! of 4'e cironlatita of 
20,000 copies of thatsliase0 	own Ste 
asks, "Shall we haVe it.?" tinetniin seaireeseat iii 
unshaken confidence in the 7fract an41VIission=_, 
ary Society, by Saying, , Thi- Society will: give.  
an  affirmative, answer isOteting their part „iir 
this great and good 	Will 9.e. green 
Mountain State act her Oat l'owe ? 

if so, the question maybe (eked, \Atli would 
be a just app,ortieninerit fur ears of our:atii4idis- 
tricts 	1 should\thiok,' after TefieetiPti of - the 
natter,t,that the 'fellOving fig 'reat 	indis 
cite enmething. near an Jecalibliai. Piet, No. 1, 
100; No. k, 80 ; No. 3,000 ; Nr, 4, ra; No. 5)  

•, 6'24 No. 6, 22. 
Now my dear brethren, iflith gistatata.kotk and 

4cy the, very best we can in 	 and.fail 
to reaCh our quota, we shall have•,;ini consola- 
tion that we have done what 	!Every 
brother and sister shoShi 4ti:e the reading of 
the SIGNS and the REFOOLE1'.. And' we should 
have a copy of each with us ip show our neigh-
bors and friends, and iOnto-qtein to fign if ,%ve 
can. To new subscribers or .:aide of our faith, 
the SIGNS is offered for. 01.511 per year, and; the 
REFORMER for 75cts. As:a l.mot 	Bei& about 
selling Health Althaniml, Wo 'tu'ft know 
what can be done in this di,ratientil,1 we try it." 

We could do much nmre ift7onr. COnference if 
the men who should be in tire field :canvass-
ers were there. We have talent in., this direc 
tion, but it is not brought into use. It is a 
matter of gratitude that sever:kJ-of our young 
friends from this State :ire• in our College, at 
Battle Creek, and to learn that iii.pre leave us in 
time to attend the next :rtri. ;  When Willie 
Wales left last spring for jikeCellege we lost a 
good canvasser. It Was t ..reie.IY'rough day las't 
winter when he foul-4 gin) to 4ri,st#pttt some 

miles to sell almanacs. Returning in five hours 
he had sold all he had, 47 in number. But his 
work is done and he rests in hope. May Heav-
en's blessing rest upon those soon to leave us. 

Other young' men should be bending their 
steps toward Battle Creek to fit themselves for 
greater usefulness. And everywhere should we 
wake up, brethren, to the work of the Lord. 
We have the last message of mercy. "The 
great day of the Lord is near, it is near and 
hasteth greatly." Awake, 0 church of God, 
awake ! 	 A. S. HuTcHiNs. 

WHAT WE WISH TO ACCOMPLISH 
IN NEW YORK. 

AT our meeting in Rome, there were present 
the State Conference committe, most all our 
ministers, most of the directors and many of our 
leading brethren. Here we freely discussed 
the condition of things in this State and the 
wants of the cause here. It was decided by all 
that the most important thing to be done for 
the present was to accomplish, if possible, a re-
vival of the work among our older brethren in 
the churches. Hence this will be the work to 
which we shall bend all our efforts this winter. 
Bro. Hall, S. B. Whitney, and myself, start in 
here together for this- work. 

We design to .visit the churches in order, just 
as rapidly as we can, and still accomplish what 
is needed. As far as practicable, we shall fol-
low the plan of my labors in Michigan last win-
ter. We have some over thirty churches in 
New York. We wish to visit all these within , 
the next sixteen weeks. I hope to remain in 

-the State at least as late as the first of May. 
This will give us about four months labor. 

Of Course, we can only hold Sabbath meetings 
with about one-half of our churches, and others 
must be visited during the week. It is now' 
winter, and a good.time for meetings. Work is 
not pressing, and4here is no reason why we can-
not have just as large a turnout of brethren and 

'sisters on Tuesday and Wednesday as upon Sab-
bath and

)
Sunday. Sunday. This must be done, or as all 

can see, we cannot visit some of the churches at 
all. We ,shall take the most important churches 
itaefenters, where we wish to have general gath-
eringa,from all around on Sabbath and Sunday. 
Ifere a special effort will be made to reach the 
young, the backslidden, the unconverted, and 
unbelievers, Hence we urgently request that 
all the surrounding churches within twenty-five 
miles of a Sabbath and Sunday meeting, make 
alpecial effort t4 bring all these classes to this 
meeting. We believe that by the help of God a 
great work can bedone in this State this winter 
in this direction. 

We: hope that at different points, important 
intere will be developed where it will be nec- 
essary 	carry on a meeting for a couple of 
weeks or more. If -this is the case at any point, 
either Bro. Whitney, or Bro. Hall, or both of 
them, or some of the other brethren in the State, 
who will be with me at different points, will take 
'right hold and follow up' these interests. 

It 'is now the time of year in which s. B. 
should be re-organized in all our churches ; 
hence we will give particular attention to this. 
We request all s. B. treasurers immediately to 
straighten up their books, collect the back dues 
and get *eat) things in order. We farther re-
quest that no church re-organize 'their S. B. for 
1877 till we meet with them. We shall exam-
ine the records of every church and ascertain 
particularly how every member stands and 
whether the record is kept correctly, so we re-
quest the clerks to look over their books and 
get everything, as far as possible, straightened 

'-up beforehand,. Absent members should be 
written to, so that at the time of our meeting 
Wee shall know how they stand. We design to 
,celebrate the ordinances in every church. Let 
the elder, deacon or leader in the church make 

preparations for this beforehand. Unor- 
ganized bodies will be organized, deacons and 
elders elected and ordained. This especial work 
we shall look after particularly, as I understand 
that it is very much needed in this State. There 
are scores of scattered, believers in the State 
who have not united with any church. This 
should not be so. We recommend all these to 
unite with us somewhere. Every family of Sab-
bath-keepers should have the REVIEW, the RE-
FORMER and INSTRUCTOR. We shall look after 
this also. We hope our brethren will lay by 
$3.50 for that purpose. We shall also have a 
full supply of all our late books, Bibles, Con-
cordances, &c. Many other things will come 
up which we will mention from time to time. 

In short we do earnestly hope to see a thor-
ough revival of the work of God in this State 
this winter. To accomplish this will require, 
not only much hard work, but a good deal of  

faith in God. We appeal to our people to take 
hold with us, to do all they can to help us. We 
expect large things. The ministers have all sol-
emnly promised to wake up thoroughly and lift 
in these matters. But we will write more defi-
nitely about these things hereafter. Probably 
we shall hold our first general meeting at Roose- 
velt, N. Y. 	 D. IT. CANRIGHT. 

RESTITUTION AND COVENANT. 

I CAN but express surprise that the Restitu-
tion tries to make out that my views of the law 
and the covenant have changed, since the publi-
cation of my pamphlet on 4he law over twenty 
years ago, or that I disagree with any brother 
who has written on this subject. In that book 
were the following words:— 

" The Lord sent a message to the children of 
Israel by Moses as follows : If ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, above all 
people ; for all the earth is mine. And, ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation.' The people sent back an answer, say-
ing, All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do.' But as yet they had not heard his voice, 
neither had he declared his covenant unto them : 
only they had seen what he did for them, how 
he bare them on eagles' wings and brought them 
unto himself. Verse 4. But the agreement 
was entered into, the arrangement made, and 
every thing in readiness for a declaration of 
Cod's holy covenant, the condition of the cove-
nant made, or agreement entered into, with 
them. All should bear in mind the fact that 
the term covenant is used in reference to differ-
ent things in the Bible : as a promise ; [Gen. 
9 : 8-17 ;] agreement, [Ex. 19 : 5-8 ; Heb. 8 : 9,] 
or law ; [1 Chron. 16a 15-17 ; Dent. 4 :12, 13 ;] 
so that as in the chapter in consideration, a cov-
enant or law may be given as the condition of a 
covenant or agreement made ; and the significa-
tion of the word is sufficiently comprehensive to 
warrant such a use of it in the sacred writings : 
being,"'according to Greenfield, Any disposi-
tion, arrangement, institution or dispensation.' " 

In my articles published last summer (No. 5) 
are the following words :— 

"The word itself (covenant) designates no 
particular thing. The connection must deter-
mine its!use in any instance. . . . 

" The position of those who oppose the la* of 
God is this : They say the covenant made with 
Judah and Israel was the ten commandments ; 
and as the old covenant has passed away, they 
conclude that the ten commandments are no 
longer binding. The opinion is drawn from the 
fact that the ten commandments are called a 
covenant. But their conclusion is not necessa-
ry ; it conflicts with the teaching of the Script-
ures. 

"THE TEN COMMANDMENTS NOT THE OLD 
COVENANT. 

" I. We have seen that the word covenant is 
not determinate ; it May refer to the law or to 
something else. 

" 2. The first or primary meaning of the word 
is not a law; therefore, we should not refer it 
to the law without a sufficient reason. 

" 3. The ten commandments do not bear the 
characteristics of the covenant made with Israel, 
as we shall further see. That was a contract 
between the two parties, or, as Greenfield gives 
the definition of covenant, mutual promise with 
conditions," &c. 

How any one can find a difference of senti-
ment or belief in these is truly a marvel. If the 
editor of the Restitution would leave his specu-
lations about the future age, and come to consid-
er the duties which pertain to the present time, 
he would have no difficulty about our unity of 
faith. I would recommend him to try to har-
monze the views of any two writers advocating 
the "Age to Come." If he faithfully under-
takes that task he will find little spare time to 
criticize his neighbors. 

J. H. WAGGONER. 
Oakland, Cal., Dec. 25. 
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TAKE NOTICE. 

TAKE notice of what 1 The remarks of Eld. 
James White on last page of REVIEW No. 24, 
present volume, under the heading, Way of Life. 

The officers of the various Tract Societies will 
take especial notice of this and govern them-
selves accordingly. There should be canvassers 
in every district. In a circular to agents, which 
every director should have, more particulars 
are given. Every director in a State like Mich-
igan should have not less than fifty copies of 
Way of Life, with the other premiums offered. 
Then when any member of the Tract Society 
takes the Way of Life or other premiums, that  

church of which the individual is a member is 
charged according to suggestion in article re-
ferred to. The librarian of each church will re- 
ceive the pay for the subscriber obtained with 
the premium, and forward the name to the di-
rector who will do the business, unless there is 
a spenial arrangement made with the individual 
and director. Every director, district secretary, 
librarian, and., in fact, every Tract Society offi-
cer, should .preaerve a copy of that notice for 
reference, that there be no confusion in the work. 

In small Conferences like N. E. where -the 
business can be done Withthe general secretary, 
it is not so necessary for:each director to have 
such quantities of premiunuf on hand. 

These liberal offers are not made, for canvass- 
ers to go among our brethren with ,ttse REFAM- 
ER and Slam with the premium, /At.. for our 
brethren and sisters themselves to take files, peri-
odicals and go outside of our people to de tat, 
work. Shall we not have at least five thonA 
of our brethren and sisters that will do Some-
thing, obtain at least one name for the SIGNS 
and REFORMER with the premium, and at least 
five hundred who will go out and devote their 
time to it. 

I have received letters stating that some of 
our 'sisters in other Conferences are earning from 
one dollar to one and a half per day canvassing 
for the periodicals with the premiums. A nice 
little sum for these hard times. A short, time 
more, and it may bo that political' difficulties  
will abridge our liberties. Who will work while 
the day lasts, and have it said " she hath done 
what she could " ? 	S. N. HASKELL. 

" WE DON'T SEE IT ALINE," 

THIS was the language of one who had '.not 
investigated our claims to Bible truth, uttered 
as a reason for not hearing on the subject. 
What is it that we do not see-alike ? The com-
mandments of God, the moral law. Do not 
these commandments read alike to all? Is not 
their testimony clear and harmonious I Where 
is the fault that we do net see them alike ? Or, 
is it the design of the Lawgiver that we should 
not see and keep his law alike ? Is it better to 
have different ways of acknowledging the only 
living and true God, and showing our reverence 
to him'? Is it better to differ in the manner of 
keeping the commandments that, forbid murder, 
adultery, theft, and false witness I All of us 
know that there is but just one way of keeping 
nine of the ten commandments. God has been. 
successful in making nine of them so plain that 
we all can see them alike. Is it not to be re-
gretted that he falled to make the Sabbath-
precept as plain as the others ? Had he made. 
this precept as plain as the others, his law 
would have been perfect, as the Holy Spirit has. 
testified, saying, " The law of the Lord is per--
feet." Ps. 19 :7. 

But is the fault in God, in his law, in his 
word, that we do not understand this most ex-
plicit commandment alike ? No, my friends, 
no. 	The only difficulty is, that a tradition of 
men has usurped the place, and made void the 
commandment, of God ; and the perversity of 
depraved human nature will not permit men to 
acknowledge the fault, break away from custom, 
and keep the commandment of God as it is, as 
it ever has been, and as it will be in the world 
to come. Isa. 66 : 22, 23. There is no fault in 
the law, It is as plain and explicit as words 
can make it. Let the objector make the Sab-
bath precept more explicit and definite if he 
can. God did not design that we should differ, 
but that we should ho "perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment." 
1 Cor. 1 :10. " God is not the author of con-
fusion." Chap. 14 : 33. The fault is with men 
alone. Now let us reason together. Is the 
fault with those who hold the law as it reads, or 
with those who hold to a change' 

R. F. COTTRELL. 
7.410.1. 

PRAY FOR THEM. 

BOTH men and women are now beginning the 
work of canvassing for our periodicals, especial-
ly the SHINS OF THE TIMES and HEALTH RE-
FORMER. In every direction they wilt move 
among the people to seek subscribers for the 
above named excellent papers. Their work is a 
responsible one, but when done judiciously, it 
will undoubtedly result in bringing many souls 
to rejoice in the light of present truth. 

With what carefulness should they move ! To 
do good should be their highest motive. But 
we bespeak for them an interest in the prayers 
of all that love God and his truth. Let all pray 
for their success, that angels may go before 
them and open the hearts of the honest to ap-
preciate, and their minds to weigh and accept, 
the last message of warning and nierey. 

H. A. Sr. JOHN. 
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PEACEABLE FRUIT, 

''Nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of ighteousness." Ileb. 12:11. 

WHAT shall thine " afterward " be, 0 Lord, 
For this dark and suffering night? 

Father, what shall thine " afterward " be ? 
Bast thou a morning of joy for me, 

And a new and joyous light? 

What shall thine " afterward" be, 0 Lord, 
For the moan that I cannot stay? 

Wilt thou turn it to some new song of praise, 
Sweeter than sorrowless heart could raise, 

When the night hath passed away ? 

What shall thine " afterward " be, 0 Lord, 
For this helplessness of pain? 

„ A clearer view of my home above, 
Of my Father's strength and my Father's love? 

Shall this be my lasting gain? 

What shall thine "afterward" be, 0 Lord? 
How long must thy child endure ? 

Thou knowest! 't is well that I know it not! 
Thine " afterward" cometh, I cannot tell what, 

But I know that thy word is sure. 

What shall thine " afterward " be, 0 Lord ? 
I wonder, and wait to see, 

(While to thy chastening hand I bow,) 
What "peaceable fruit" may be ripening now, 

Ripening fast for me! 
—FRANCES D. HAVERGAL, in The Illustrated 

Christian Weekly. 

pogetoo of the t mot. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing  precious seed, shall doubt-

less come again with rejoicing, bringing  his sheaves with him, 

CANADA. 

THE going has been very bad thus far, 
and now we have some snow and verTcold, 
blustering winds; yet we are trying Ito' la,  
bor on as the way opens.- We have weekly 
meetings Tuesday evenings at Waterloo, 
meet every Sabbath with' the Sabbath-keep-
ers in Bolton and vicinity, and the breth-
ren in Stukely have prayer-meetings Wed-
nesday evenings regularly. 

Last Thursday evening, Bro. Owen com-
menced to give a course of lectures in the 
village of Warden, three miles from Wa-
terloo.; and yesterday I commenced to give 
lectures in this place, twelve miles from 
Waterloo. Our meetings will continue 
evenings and Sundays in both places as 
long as the interest May demand. Three 
more have embraced the Sabbath. The 
French who read LEs SIGNE5 DES TEMPS 
like the paper much. I mu trying to lead 
some of them to obey the truth, which I 
trust they will do soon. Those who 'have 
started in the good way are all trying to 
hold on to the truth. 

Mrs. B. is with me, visiting from house 
to house. Our post-office address is the 
same—Waterloo, P. Q. 

A. C. Bounnun. 
Dillonton, P. Q., Dec. 11. 

WORK IN MICHIGAN. 

ALMA. 

WEDNESDAY, November 29, we were 
with this church. On account of not reach-
ing this place in time for the first meeting, 
we were unable to get them all together, 
yet the two meetings which we held were 
quite free, and some things which threat-
ened their prosperity were removed. Those 
present took hold of the work for the com-
ing year with a commendable zeal. They 
pledged $191.81 for s. B., and $63.93 for T. 
and M. Bro. Nelson, the elder, thinks 
those who were absent will swell it consid-
erable more. We regret that we could not 
have spent a Sabbath and first-day with 
this church. 

ESTELLA. 
Thursday, 30th, Bro. F. Square, with his 

team, took us to this place, a distance of 
fourteen miles. Here we found the time 
too limited to accomplish anything but to 
transact business. Systematic Benevolence 
pledge with them for 1877 is $92.30, and T. 
and M., $10.30. This church is not one 
year old yet, and could we have remained. a 
few days with them, think a good work 
might have been wrought; but our appoint' 
ments were out for Ithica where we went 
on Friday, traveling about seventeen miles 
-over very rough and frozen roads. 

ITHICA. 

Sabbath and Sunday, we had the pleas-
ure of being with this people. Our meet-
ings were free. At the close of the second 
sermon, about twenty came forward for 
prayers. About one-half of these, for the 
first time, started to serve Christ. This 
church came up nobly in their pledges for 
the coming year. The s. B. is $315.50, and 
T. and M., $105.16. 

MA THERTON. 

Three meetings were held here. We 
found this church has had quite an in-
crease of numbers during the year. The 
attendance was good, and we felt much 
cheered. as we saw the willingness mani-
fested by this church to bear their part in 
this closing work. They pledged $74.10 
to the s. n. and $24.70 to the T. and M. 
When we began our work two weeks since, 
this district was in debt some $200.00. 
We have visited all the churches but Car-
son City. Already a sum sufficient to pay 
the debt has been pledged, and nearly one 
hundred dollars besides, with which to car-
ry forward this noble work for the coming 
year. 

Canvassers have been appointed in each 
of these places for the SIGNS, REFORMER, 
and our works in general. Dear brethren 
and sisters, now that the way is open be-
fore you, see that each does something. 

J. FARGO, 
A. 0. BURRILL. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS. 

I HELD a business meeting with the 
friends near Belvidere, Ill.,, Dec. 7. As 
this church was only partially organized, 
and as they are near Roscoe; it was thought 
advisable to disband, and unite with the 
church at R. Steps were taken in that di-
rection. Roscoe has now the prospect of 
becoming a strong church. Bro. J. F. Bal-
lenger commenced a course of lectures 
Dec. 4 at Caledonia, not far from Belvi-
dere; therefore I did not fill my appoint-
ment -there, but went back to Durand to 
aid in settling a difficulty. The erring 
ones confessed, and promised to try again. 
But even this is too bad; it cost me fifty-
two miles' travel and two days' work. 
Lord, save from errors. 

On the eighth of December I rode about 
fifty miles across the prairie to the home of 
Bro. George Foreman. Oh! how cold! 
But we labor for Jesus; and who can do 
enough for the dear Saviour? 

With the church at Serena, I held six 
meetings between Dec. 9 and 11. One 
was received into fellowship; one was cen-
sured. Systematic Benevolence was con-
sidered, and the future appears promising. 
The church sends per my hand $123.20 to 
the treasury. I spoke at eve to a crowded 
house in Wedron. To-day we meet to 
transact business at W. God is good, and 
I re-determine to serve him with my might. 

G. W. CoLcoun. 
Dee. 12, 1876. 

POLK CO,, NEBRASKA. 

I .A3t now holding meetings in this coun-
ty. The house is well filled with attentive 
listeners. Yesterday we had a no-law 
sermon, which adds to the interest of our 
meetings. 

I ask the prayers of all who pray for the 
advancement of light and truth. 

CHAS. L. BOYD. 
Stromsbury, Polk Co., Neb., Dec. 11. 

MINNESOTA. 

WE have been holding meetings at West 
Point for a short time. The chief object of 
these meetings is to encourage those who 
embraced the truth last winter under the 
labors of Bro. Collins. 

We are happy to say that the meetings 
so far have been a decided success. The 
brethren are being built up in the faith, 
and others are commencing to keep the 
commandments of God. Pray for us. 

W. B. HILL, 
S. FULTON • 

KANSAS. 

°SAW KEE. 

Tru,-, quarterly meeting at this place be-
gan Nov. 28, and continued eight days. 
The attendance was not very large, yet the 
interest was good. Nine were added to the 
church. Six were baptized. The Sabbath-
school is in a prosperous condition. The 
Dunkers have a large church in this vicini-
ty and had pretty firmly fastened their 
trine-immersion doctrine on the community 
at large. But with the help of the Lord we 
showed up this outrageous Christian bap-
tism in such a manner that the " spell" is 
entirely broken. 

PLEASANT VALLEY. 

At the close of the Osawkee meeting, we 
returned to Pleasant Valley and held meet-
ings from Wednesday night till the close 
of the Sabbath. Three more were added 

to the church. On Sabbath the brethren 
from Osawkee met with us. We cele-
brated the ordinances. Had an excellent 
meeting. This was the first meeting of 
this kind either of these churches ever en-
joyed. These churches are both in good 
condition with bright prospects before 
them. 	 J. LAMONT, 

GEO. KENNEDY. 
Dec. 11. 1876. 

AROOSTOOK CO., MAINE. 

I CAME to this county, Oct. 12. The 
weather has been very unfavorable for hold-
ing meetings, there having been much rain 
and plenty of mud. 

At Oakfield an elder and a deacon were 
chosen and ordained, and seven united with 
the church. At Linneus also an elder and 
a deacon were ordained, and we attended 
to the ordinances. At Bridgwater we found 
the interest low; but one who had become 
discouraged and given up the Sabbath con-
fessed his error, and took a decided stand 
to live out the truth again. " 'United we 
stand, divided we fall." 

I arrived in New Sweden.,Nov. 21, and 
remained until the 27th. Here I found a 
body of Sabbath-keepers who have been 
led to embrace the truth by,reading tracts 
and papers. 'I was made welcome at their 
homes, and although we could not under-
stand each other's language, yet there was 
a union of spirit, and we could easily un-
derstand by the shake of the hand that we 
all belonged to one family. Eph. 2: 19. 
The Baptist minister kindly gave me an in-
vitation to attend their prayer-meeting, and 
requested me to preach, which I gladly did, 
and he acted as an interpreter. The services 
closed with a good, free prayer-meeting. I 
enjoyed freedom in speaking to the people, 
and many of the youth could readily un-
derstand me. Some became deeply inter:  
ested in the subjects presented, and ac-
knowledged that we have the truth on the 
law question. Bro. C. J. Gellott and thu 
Baptist minister kindly assisted me in all 
our meetings by acting as interpreters, for 
which I felt very thankful. Sixteen signed 
the covenant and chose a leader and a dea-
con. May the Lord bless this dear people, 
and acid to their numbers daily such as 
shall be saved. 

Dec. 2, I was thankful for the privilege 
of meeting Bro. James Sawyer at Oakfield, 
and on Sunday at Linneus in a quarterly T. 
and M. meeting. Our meetings were free 
and interesting. 

Bro. Sawyer left for New Sweden Dec. 
4. May the Lord bless him in his labors 
among that people, and may many souls be 
saved as the result of his efforts. 

J. B. GOODRICH. 
Hartland, Me., Dec. 7. 

ILLINOIS. 

I CLOSED my lectures at Sugar Grove 
school-house last evening. The house has 
been crowded full most of the time. . Held 
in all, thirty meetings. Obtained seven 
subscribers for SIGNS and one for HEALTH 
REFORMER. A few are keeping the Sab-
bath, cannot tell yet just how many. I re-
ceived about $12.00 as gifts from friends. 
Bro. Jas. Bute assisted me much in these 
meetings by singing, prayer, and conversa-
tion. I commence another series of meet-
ings to-morrow evening at the Ray school-
house about six miles from Sugar Grove. 
Brethren, pray for me. 

C. H. BLISS. 
Henry, Ill., Dec. 11. 

INDIANA.  

I HAVE held three meetings in a Chris-
tian church near Slash, in Grant Co. Last 
night I had a house full and a good inter-
est. I expect to give a course of lectures 
at this place, also to hold meetings with 
the brethren at West Liberty, where we la-
bored with the tent last summer. I ask to 
be remembered at the throne of grace by 
those who pray for the success of the cause. 

WM. COVERT. 

SPRING ARBOR, MICH. 

FOR four weeks I have been engaged in 
labor with the church at this place, and I 
am glad to report favorably of its present 
prosperity and future prospects. Five in 
number were received into its fellowship; 
four by letter, one upon conversion. On 
the evening of Dee. 4, Bro. U. Smith met 
with us, and gave a very interesting dis-
course upon the Eastern question. After 
the discourse, a business meeting was 
called, which lasted about an hour, during 
which the following officers were chosen to 

minisur the affairs of the church: for elders  
waxtensm44: , 

Eber greed;, for deacon, Samuel Hum, 
phrey,Sen.; for clerk, Theodore Butcher;-
for treasurer, William 7arshall. After the 
usual ceremonies of ordination the meeting 
was dilmissed. 

I am thankful that, with but a single ex-
ception perfect union prevails; and it is 
my prayer for the Spring Arbor church 
that en many days every ripple upon its 
river 	peace may be quelled into a per- 
fect calm. Like noble men and women, 
keeping their eyes upon the heavenly goal; 
may they advance, proclaiming at every 
step a -0iumpliant victory, defeating the en-
emy up4n every assault; and at last, with 
the multitude of Israel's host, may the 
Spring Irbor church be permitted to enter 
in thr6tyh the gates of the eternal city. 

E. P. DANIELS. 

)13LK COUNTY, KANSAS. 

I RETtRNED to' my home in Elk Co., aft-
er the debate at Rock Creek. I held meet-
ings with the Elk, Falls church, trying to 
settle diticulties which had prevented the 
prosperiq of that ' church. Bro. Ayers 
joined me the 23th of November, and went 
with me to my appointment at Canola the 
25th an , .26th. We had a good meeting-. 
there. ' , o were added to the church'. 
The Spir ,, of the Lord was manifestly pres-
ent as we tried to obey in celebrating the 
ordinances. ' _ 

We rettrned and continued meeting with 
the Elk Alls church till the 3d of Deeem. 
ber. With the blessing of God, all the dif-
ficulties ant trials which had hung over-the 
church here Were settled. We all hope to 
learn Naluable lessens by the things we 
have suffered. I think there are brighter 
days for the brethren and sisters there, if 
they will walk in the light. The ordinances 
were eelebrated: 

Bro.-  Ayei's -started home the 3d and I 
started for otland the 4th. My addreSs is • 
now Otland,'Franklin CO. 

C. P. STEVENS. 

,THE 'MEETING. 

Tilt T. and X. quarterly meeting of Dist. 
Itansas, is now in the past. Owing 

to the -Short netice, there was not a very full 
report, and lint a small attendance of the 
brethren fro other churches. I think; 
brethren,- we =should make a greater effort 
to get out to these meetings. They will be • 
just 1, rhat.we make them. The Lord has 
promised, and is fully able to do his' part. 
Shall wedo our whole duty and have the' 
rich blessing of-Geid ? I shall try to give 
you no excuse-, next time. The last meet!: 
ing, on first-day evening, was well attended 
by outsiders. There are some, I think, 
deeply interested, One member was re-
ceived in the 'Mound City society' and two , 
in the Centerville society; so we have three: 
more mistionartes in our district. 

Tlius e wok goes on. Brethren, lett 
us get the. true,missionary spirit deeply 
stilled into our' hearts, and earnestly- labort.,  
on until' the Master comes to give every!: 
man according as his works shall be. Le 
us continue to 	the good seed; and re- • 
member; "rte that soweth bountifully shall 
also reap bountifully, but he that soweth 
sparingly shall pis() reap sparingly." 

Brethren, we cannot afford to be idler8:, 
in the Lord's Vineyard, for none such will 
ever hear the "well done 'good and faith.', 
ful servant." May the Lord help'us' 
work and work now. 

A. W. CONE, Direatbr.• 
Uniontown, lioiiI•bon Co., Kan. 

blinarll 
"Blessed aro the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth." 

DIED; in Vicksburg, Mich., Dec. 11, 1876, of 
cancerous tumor, sister Emily S. Graham, in the 
60th year of her age. Sister G. heard the pioneers 
of the great Advent movement in the first message, 
and gladly embraced, and rejoiced in, the truth for 
that time. Fourteen years ago she heard the proc-
lamation of the third message, and was baptized by 
Eld. John Byington, in North Liberty, Ind. She 
has lived a consistent Christian life, and was es- 
teemed as one of the excellent of the earth. A 
surviving companion deeply feels her,  loss, but is 
sustained by the blessed hope. The funeral serv-
ices were held at the M. E. church in Vicksburg, 
the 13th inst. 	 U. S. 

DIED, at Blue Valley, Neb., Nov. 28, little Henry, 
son of Bro. and 'Sister Albert Hedg000k. Funeral 
discourse by the writer, Nov. 30, it being the fourth 
anniversary of his birthday, from the comforting 
words " The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death." The lonely parents have the consolation 
of the religion of Jests to cheer them in this hour 
of trial. 	 Cass. L. BOYD. 
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Battle Creek, Mich., Fifth-Day, Dec. 21876. 

"Bertha's Graveyard." 

I wisu that every house in the land us pro-
vided with a similar one, with a Berthar sex-
ton. Soon would its surface be marl with 
(?) gad little mounds, each with a ns little 
slab at its head, on which might be reaan ex-
pressive and impressive epitaph. 

Send fifty cents for Sunshine Sericsr send 
$2.00 for five copies of it (you can sell t other 
four quickly enough), and read these aching 
little stories. "Bertha's Graveyard,one of 
the stories, is alone worth the pricevhile a 
Bertha's graveyard would be worth ins more. 
Send for it-then you'll know. 	ov. s. 

Aid the Distressed. 

BRO. GEORGE BENNETT, of Windst Shelby 
Co., Ill., needs help. He has conteed with 
sickness in his family, has lost cropskc. He 
is distressed. And, as he is a perFewhom I 
have met, whom I regard as an hon person, 
endeavoring to live the message, Lake this 
call to my brethren and sisters in Bois to as-
sist him to provide for his family the shall 
have recovered his usual health. 

Let all who can, send donations insh to our.  
State Conference treasurer, Bro. J. FVhitham, 
Aledo, Mercer Co., Ill. Don't be aid to give, 
read Acts 20 : 35. If more should 'contribu-
ted than will be needed, it will beevoted to 
the Conference. 

Brn. Cook end Vickery promil to send • 
some of their nice graham flour ifseded. It 
is needed. They may send by freil, direct to 
Bro. Bennett. Others may join an effort 
and send a box of clothing, suiteto a family 
,of six. Send to Windsor. No cs need send 
very large sums ; but let many best each a rea-
sonable gift in cash. Be prompt, iase, for Sr. 
B. writes : " We are living on corread ; and, 
in fact, we have lived on bread ale during the 
greater part of the summer ; and Iv opr means 
are exhausted." Brethren and sirs, unite in 
this good work with your brother 

G. VCOLCORD. 
NOTE.-I have read Sr. B's. tters, and I 

say amen to the above. I ha-  mailed my 
" amen " and sent it along. It small, yet it 
bears Gen. Washington's photogsh and is en-
dorsed by Spinner. Come, Min, Send them 
in-I know you will. Send alhsh to J. R. 
Whitham, as above. 	 C. W. S. 

Enlightening. 

" THE entrance of thy wordliveth light." 
Ps. 119 : 130. " Whatsoever do make mani-
fest is light." Eph. 5 :13. 

My mind reverted to the abo (and similar) 
passages, as I eagerly read oneitire chapter, 
and glanced at other portiorof " Spirit of 
Prophecy, volume 2." I see fence that it is 
a volume of choice sentence:in which are 
couched thoughts of heavenly vim. 

Friends of present truth, purse and prayer-
fully peruse this choice book. shall not, you 
will not, read in vain. 	GV. COLCORD. 

Who Will Hel 

A GREAT work is given to thhurch, that is, 
sound the last warning to rikind and pre-
re a people for the advent Christ. You, 

brethren and sisters, have en enlightened 
upon this subject. You haveght that others 
have not; consequently you i responsible to 
Hint, ho has given you the lib to let it shine. 
We have but a short time inich to labor, the 
field is large, the laborers fe and much de-
pends on every one who can eld a sickle, or 
glean with the reapers. 

Do we desire to see souls fed?  Would we 
be glad to help in the work ?lave we prayed 
the Lord of the harvest to sti forth laborers? 
The Lord is willing to use use answer to our 
prayer. The way is open for to w6rk. How 
thankful we should be that it possible that all 
may share in this blessed a glorious work, 
yes, glorious, work ; for all thaved shall shine 
in glory soon-the sower anthe reaper shall 
rejoice together; souls for ,om we have la-
bored will rejoice with us, I all shall enter 
into the joy of the Lord. "hey that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness' the firmament; 
and they that turn many to nteousness as the 
stars forever and ever." 

We have had much instuiou how we may 
work in various ways. The Ise wants means ; 
and it wants workers ; and is much easier to  

give of our means, than to give ourselves to the 
work. Let us show ourselves willing to work 
every way we can. A plan has been set before 
us to make our donations systematic. First see 
that our s. Is, figures are what they ought to be ; 
then let our offering to the T. and M. cause be 
one-third as much. Are you glad to know 
about what you ought to give ? I am ; and I 
invite all in every place to act upon this sugges-
tion. Who will havea part in the work? 

R. F. C. 

The Right Arm. 

Ls the health reform sustains the relation to 
the last message that the right arm does to the 
body, how important ! See that man who has 
lost his right arm. How inefficient What a 
poor soldier he would make ! That brother in 
the present truth that disregards the health re-
form is minus a right arm in the warfare, and 
is, therefore. fighting at very great disadvan-
tage. That minister that goes out to preach the 
third angel's message, and does not properly 
represent the health reform, is like a soldier go-
ing to war without a right arm. Must necessa- 
rily be inefficient. 	H. A. ST. JOHN. 

HARD TIMES. 

I HEAR it said, we have hard times; 
But this I'm sure we all can do,-

Get one subscriber for the SIGNS, 
And for REFORMER get one, too. 

H. A. S. 

Tents. 

MR. Wm, ARMSTRONG, 282 South Water St., 
Chicago, sends me the following price list of 
tents. I have used one of his fifty-foot tents 
the past summer and consider it as good as any 
we have had in this, State, and in many respects 
better Our brethren who wish to purchase 
tents for next summer will do well to correspond 
with him. 	 H. W. DECKER. 

Monroe, Wis. 
No. 1, tent (oval) 60x100, 28 feet high ; 8 

foot wall ; top, 10 oz. duck ; wall, 8 oz. duck. 
Everything furnished but the poles, $391.00. 

No. 2, 60x60, round top ; 28 feet high ; 8 
foot wall ; top in two pieces ; top, 10 oz. duck ; 
wall, 8 oz. duck. Everything furnished but the 
poles, $239.00. 

No. 3, 50x50, round top ; 25 feet high ; 8 
foot wall ; top in two pieces ; top, 10 oz. duck ; 
wall, 8 oz. duck. Everything furnished but the 
poles, $192.00. 

No. 4, 40x40 ; round top ; top in one piece ; 
no guy ropes, but wall to be separate from top ; 
top, 10 oz. duck ; wall, 8 oz. duck. This tent 
to be 22 feet high, 8 foot wall. Price, $117.00 ; 
with balling and guy ropes, 	extra. 

No. 5, 16x24 ; 10 foot high ; 4 foot wall ; 
square tent, ends and wall ; 8 oz. duck ; top, 10 
oz. duck. Price, $39.00. 

No. 6, 12x16 ; 9 feet high ; same shape and 
material as above, $25.00. 

No. 7, 10x16, shape and material as above, 
$22.00. 

Texas. 

THE Dallas church wish to request all persons 
in good standing among S. D. Adventists, com-
ing to Texas, to be particular to bring with 
them letters of commendation, that we may 
know their standing. If they are not members 
of any church, let them bring such ;etters signed 
by the clerk of some church where they are 
known. In behalf of the church, 

J. F. BAHLER. 

Come In. 

MEETINGS in Dallas, Texas, every Sabbath, at 
half past ten o'clock; also Wednesday eve, at 
half past seven, at No. 118, Swiss St., near 
Union depot. 	 J. F. BAHLER. 

For Sale. 

Fon any one having means that they would 
like to invest in real estate, the place of Bro. J. 
F. Bahler, in the city of Rochester (New York 
State), offers no small inducements. The place 
is estimated by Saving's Bank apprisers at $2,-
500, and is located in the finest part of the city. 
Bro. Bahler desires very much to dispose of this 
property, so as to have means to help forward 
the cause in Texas, and also to procure a home 
for himself in this State. For these reasons he 
offers this place, worth $2,500, at $1,600. For 
further information, address, 

J. F. BAHLER, 
Dallas, Texas, Lock Box 285. 

Farm for Sale. 

161 acres good land, 25 acres timber ; market, 
school, and Sabbath meetings near by. Send 
for my illustrated, descriptive diagram. 

Address, 	 GEO. WHITE, 
Durand, Winnebago Co., Ill. 

Wanted. 

To rent a farm of a Sabbath-keeper some-
where in northern Indiana, or a situation in a 
Sabbath-keeper's store or shop. Can speak Ger- 
man. Address, 	A. F. -VALENTINE. 

Rossville, Clinton Co., Ind. 

Appointmtuto. 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kmgdom of lie yen is at Irmad.' 

Dedication at Burlington, Mich. 

THE church in Burlington, Mich,, will hold a 
two-days' meeting, Sabbath and first-day, Dec. 
30 and 31. The house of worship which they 
have been erecting will be dedicated the 31st. 
All sister churches within a reasonable distance 
are invited to meet with us on this occasion. 
We hope to have a precious season worshiping 
together before the Lord. Eld. U. Smith has 
engaged, nothing preventing, to attend; and we 
hope Eld. S. N. Haskell will also be present to 
give us a lift in the tract and missionary enter-
prise. Can the Conference committee arrange 
for a series of meetings to follow the dedication? 

M. B. MILLER. 

Texas T. and M. Meeting. 

THE quarterly meeting of the T. and M. So-
ciety will be held in connection with the church 
quarterly meeting, at Dallas, the first Sabbath 
and Sunday in January. We expect this will 
be one of the most important meetings ever held 
in this State. Dear brethren, let us come to 
this meeting prepared to take hold in the cause 
of our Master with new energy. We hope to 
see all our scattered brethren at this meeting. 
Lay your plans beforehand to be present, 
and let nothing hinder you from coming. 
Some of our brethren have not met with us 
since our first meeting. Don't stay away from 
the feast any longer, brethren, the Lord will 
bless you in coming. 

A. B. RUST, Director. 

NORWALK, Ohio, Wednesday, Dec. 27, at 
2:30 r. M. and evening. Would like a general 
turnout of the church at the afternoon meeting, 
as it will be a church meeting exclusively. 
Hope the brethren will have their upper room 
in good condition. 

North Bloomfield, Dec. 30 and 31, to begin 
Friday evening, where Bro. Chinnock may ap-
point. Let scattered Sabbath-keepers in this 
section attend this meeting if possible. 

Cleveland, Jan. 6 and 7, beginning on the 
Sabbath at 10:30 A. M., where Bro. Edgerton 
may appoint. Scattered Sabbath-keepers in 
the vicinity, especially all members of the for-
mer Strongsville church, are invited, particu-
larly on Sunday. Come prepared to take care 
of yourselves, at least in part. Come to seek 
the Lord. 	 H. A. ST. JOHN. 

POTTERVILILE, Dec. 26, at 11 A. M. 
Eaton Rapids, " 29, at 6 P. M. 
Spring Arbor, " 30. 
Napoleon, Jan. 2, at 11 A. M., where Bro. 

Hatt may appoint. 
Jackson, 	Jan. 6, 7. 
Hillsdale, 	" 9, at 11 A. M. 
Ransom, 	" 11, at 11 A. M. 
Jefferson, 	" 13, 14. 
Adrian, 	" 16, at 11 A. M. 
Rockwood, " 18, where Bro. Miller may 

appoint. 
If changes should be necessary, notice will be 

given by letter. These meetings will be of 
great interest to the T. and M. Society. Hope 
there will be a general attendance. 

I. A. OtesisrEAD, Director. 

THE monthly meeting of the Jackson church 
will be held at Jackson, Mich., the first Sabbath 
in January, 1877. Let all members of the 
church attend, or report by letter. Cannot 
some messenger be present? 	E. P. GILES. 

THE church at Eaton Rapids, Mich., will hold 
its last quarterly meeting for 1876, Dec. 30 and 
31. This will be an important meeting, as we 
intend to rearrange s. B. and transact such oth-
er business as may be necessary. We hope ev-
ery member will be present at this meeting. 
Come one, come all, that we may get right, 
start right, and work right through the year to 
come. Can Bro. Fargo attend this meeting, or 
send some one else? 	B. F. LEWIS. 

THE quarterly meeting of the Baraboo church 
will be held at Lyons, on the first Sabbath and 
Sunday of January next. We hope that all the 
scattered members of the church will be pres-
ent. The churches of Dell Prairie and Hun-
dred Mile Grove are invited to meet with us. 
Come, brethren, all-all, to the help of the 
Lord. Let us remember the words of James. 
Bro. H. W. Decker is invited. 

Wm. H. CANFIELD, Clerk. 

GENERAL quarterly meeting of the Iowa and 
Nebraska T. and M. Society at Knoxville, Iowa, 
Dec. 30 and 31. Read appointment again in 
REVIEW No. 21. 	 G. I. BUTLER. 

THERE will be a general meeting in Dist. No. 
1, Sabbath and first-day, J an. 6 and 7. This 
meeting will be held in the new church at Cur-
tis Corner, R. I. 

In the Srolis of Nov. 30, Bro. Loughborough 
speaks the sentiments of my heart in the follow-
ing language :- 

" Brethren and sisters, parents and children, 
one and all, come to the meeting. Come, pray-
ing the Lord to guide us, and for his blessing to 
rest upon us, that this meeting may be made a 
source of spiritual advancement to us all. The 
day of the Lord is nearing. Our time to work 
is short. May the earnest cry go up from every 
heart, What wilt thou have me to do ?' Breth-
ren and sisters, let us take hold of the work 
with all our souls, and as never before." 

JAms C. TUCKER, Director. 

MEETING at Armada, Mich., Sabbath and 
first day, Dec. 30 and 31. Surrounding church-
es are invited. Will Bro. Haskell please attend? 

D. H. LAMSON. 

PROVIDENCE pertnitting, there will be a quar-
terly meeting of the S. D. Adventists of Hun-
dred Mile Grove, Wisconsin, Sabbath and Sun-
day, Jan. 13 and 14, 1877. A general attend- 
ance is desired. 	 N. M. JORDAN. 

THE next quarterly meeting for the Green-
bush church will be held Dec. 30 and 31, 1876, 
at Bro. Page's house in Duplain, Clinton Co., 
Mich. The T. and M. Society meeting will be 
held in connection with the quarterly meeting, 
on the 31st. Will the director of this seventh 
district meet with us, also one or more of our 
preaching brethren? Sister churches, and oth-
ers interested, are requested to attend. May 
the Lord be with ut. 	and bless us in these 
meetings. Hope n,11 past indebtedness will be 
settled up at this time, so as to continence anew 
on our S. is. pledges. 	0. B. Savy, Uerk.' 

" Not slothful in Buminom. Nom 4'412... 
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