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I KNOW NOT.

I xxow not what the day may bring
Of sorrow or of swestness,
I only know that God must give
Tts measure of completeness.
I reach for wisdom in the dark,
And God fills up the measure—
Sometimes with tears, sometimes with cares,
Sometimes with peace and pleasure.

From hours of grief and saddened face
True wealth of heart I borrow,

And heavenly wisdom often comes
Clad in the guise of sorrow;

{ know not which is best for me
Of all his mercy bringeth;

1 know his praises every day
My willing spirit singeth.

1 know not what my life may yield
Of fruit that will not perish.
T know God gives both seed and soil,
And all the growth must cherish.
How great his work! How small my part!
I wonder at my weakness;
And his great patience fills my heart
With gratitude and meekness.

T know not what ¢’en Heaven can give

To blessed souls who gain it;
1 know God’s goodness it must show,

For earth cannot contain it.
And if eternity but rings

With love, the same sweet story
That earth is telling every day—
¢t Thine, Lord, shall be the glory.”

The Independent.

Gowernl Qrtisles.

WHY NOT DISCOVERED BETORE?

BY ELD. D. A ROBINSON.

(Concluded.)

Ler us now return to the prophecy of
an attempted change of God’s law, which
has already been introduced. “He shall
think to change times and laws.” This act
is the last one of three ascribed to this
power in Dan. 7:25. And now we in-
quire, Has he fulfilled the prophecy? All
must admit that so far as the first two acts
are concerned he has fulfilled them to the
letter, and in admitting this, we also ad-
mit either that he has fulfilled the third act
or the prophecy has failed. But, to this last
conclusion, the lover of God’s word can
never come. We say, then, that the papa-
cy has taken hold of the law and attempted
to reconstruet it. In plainlanguage, Rome
has changed the Sabbath.

The reader will notice that the prophecy
indicates a change in'that part of the law
recognizing “time.” This clearly identi-
fies the fourth commaudment, for it is the
only part that does. God made the sun to
rule the day, placing it in the heavens as
his great time-keeper; and when its setting
rays fall upon the earth, they say to man
that the day is just closing. This fact,
that the day ends at the setting of the sun,
is clearly set forth in the Bible. We will
simply refer the reader to a few passages.
Gen. 1:5; Deut. 16:6; Lev. 23:32; Mark
1:32; Luke 13:14. The Roman power
has changed this order for a very unnatu-
ral one, that of beginning the day at mid-
night; and to-day, as every one knows, we
are living under Roman time. Not satis-
fied with this, he takes hold of the fourth
commandment, and tears from it the rest-
day of Jehovah, inserting in its stead the
pagan sun’s-day, hence the term Sunday.

Rome is the guilty party in this transac-
tion. We accuse her of the act, and will

now call upon her to take the stand and

give in her testimony. Does she plead
“not guilty ” of the charge? Nay, verily.
We quote from standard Catholic authori-
ties:—

“ Ques. Why was the Jewish Sabbath
changed into the Sunday? ’

“ Ans. Because Christ was born upon a
Sunday, rose from the dead upon a Sunday,
and sent down the Holy Ghost upon a Sun-
day; works not inferior to the creation of
the world.

“ . By whom was it changed?

“ 4. By the governors of the church, &e.

“ ¢. How prove you that the church
hath power to command feasts and holy
days? ‘

“ 4. By the very act of changing the
Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants
allow of; and therefore they fondly contra-
dict themselves by keeping Sunday strietly
and breaking most other feasts commanded
by the same church.”—Adridg. of Chris-
tvan Doct., p. 58.

“ . What warrant have you for keeping
the Sunday preferably to the ancient Sab-
bath, which was Saturday?

“ 4, We have for it the authority of the
Catholic church and apostolical tradition.”
— Oath. Christian Instructed, p. 232.

We now invite the reader to stop a mo-
ment and review the ground over which
we have passed. The prophecy declares
that some power would arise, and attempt
to change the law. It also clearly identi-
fies Rome as the power in question. We
lay the charge at her feet, and she confess-
es the crime, though to her it is not a
crime, but a mark of her power. What
further testimony do we need here? A
man supposed to be guilty of murder is ac-
cused, brought to trial, and confesses his
guilt; all are then satisfied because they
have the highest kind of evidence. So in
the case before us, Rome declares she has
done it, affirming that it shows her power
to legislate in church matters.

It has already been stated that the pa-
pacy arose in 538. The prophecy marks
out for it a period of 1260 years, during
which time the “saints,” “times and laws,”
were to be given into his hands, “until,”
says the prophet, “a time, times, and the
dividing of time,” which can be easily
shown to be 1260 years. This period be-

ginning in A. p. 538, when Justinian’s de- -

cree that the pope of Rome should be the
head of all the churches took effect, and
ending in 1798, just 1260 years from that
time, when Berthier undid the work of Jus-
tinian by taking the pope prisoner and pro-
claiming a Republic.

An answer is here found to the oft-re-
peated question, “ Why were not these
things found out before?”* A gpecial
movement could not take plaee till the ex-
piration of that period. In “his hands un-
til.” From this expression we reasonably
conclude that when that time has expired
they pass out of his hands. To illustrate:
T agk of you the loan of your horse. Youtell
me I can have it until next month. When
that time comes all would understand that
the loan then expires. Just so with the
prophecy in question. When the time of
papal rule expires, the law of God will pass
out of his hands,—the stumbling-block will
be taken out of the way; in other words,
there will be a reform, and the down-trod-
den commandments will be brought up,
and the way prepared so that God’s people
may travel safely. This brings us to the
fourth proposition.

4., When the last days are reached this
obstruction is to be removed.

I will now call attention to the words of
Isaiah again: “ Go through, go through the
gates; prepare ye the way of the ‘people;
cast up, cast up the high way; gather out
the stones; lift up a standard for the people.”
Isa. 62: 10. 'This language is addressed to
the watchmen, see verse six, and we add,
to the watchmen of the last days. This
is evident from verse 11: “Behold the Lord

't

hath proclaimed unto the end of the ”WOl'ld,‘

Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold,
thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward
is with him, and his work before him.”
This testimony shows that salvation is
about to come, and the reward is about to
be given. Paul tells us when salvation
will come, “ So Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the sgcond
time without sin unto salvation.” Heb.
9:28, .

Salvation will come, then, at the second
coming of Christ. The prophet adds, “ Be-
hold his reward is with him.” Thisis ex-
plained in the following forcible words:
“Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is

with me to give every man according as

his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12. It must
be evident to all that when the last days
are reached, God’s watchmen are especially
called upon to make the way plain for the
people. The truth has been trampled in
the dust. The standard has fallen. So
the prophet adds, “ Lift up a standard for
the people.” The standard has fallen; it
must be raised up so that the loyal and true
may rally around it.

We will now introduce a few more prop-
ositions which have a direct bearing on the
question before us.

1. The law of God is represented as a
hedge or wall, but it has been broken
down., .

This is so plain that all can see it at a
glance. Had man always been obedient
to God, sin never would have found its
way into our world, and death, the child of
sin, never would- have been introduced.
But Satan tempted man to break down the
wall; and through the gaps that have been
made, Satan has come in with every form
of sin. The reason why Christ came to

this earth to die was because this wall had"

been broken down. Had man always been
loyal and true to God, he never would have
needed a Saviour. But, alas! man fell,
disobeyed God, broke his law, and thus in-
curred its penalty, which was death, Yet
God loved man—pitied him, and gave his
Son to die for him, or in his stead,\who by
this act abolished death, and brought life
and immortality to light through the gos-
el. ;

P Tt was, dear reader, the transgression of
the law that caused the death of God’s be-
loved Son. The law was about td_strike
man down, but Christ stepped forward in
man’s place, and let the blow falf{ upon
himself, thus extricating man from his
hopeless condition, placing him where, by
obedience to God’s law and faith in /Christ
«for the remission of sins that are) past,”
he may form a character for the ki;ngdom
of God. : ‘ (

2, One gap or breach in this waﬁ, made
quite prominent in the Scriptures, i the vi-
olation of the Sabbath. ;

Several texts might be given} on this
point, but I will give but two, andi then dis-
miss it for the present, as it will dlaim our
attention again. We find that Jerusalem
was destroyed because of Sabbath desecra-
tion. Jer. 17: 21-27; Neh, 13:15-18. But
we pass to the last proposition.. |

3. This gap, or breach, will be ‘made up
in the last days. {

The prophet Hzekiel has given us some
very plain testimony on this pointto which
we will now call attention. “ O Israel, thy
prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.
Ye have not gone up into the gaps [margin,
breaches], neither made up the hedge for
the house of Israel to stand in the battle in
the day of the Lord.” K¥ze. 13:4, 5. 'This
text contains some very important poinﬁ%;
1. The breach in the hedge.
made up so that God’s people can stand.
3. The day of the Lord.

The last of these points shall be first in
our investigation. When is the day of the
Lord? ¢ Behold, the day of the Lord com-
eth, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger,
to lay the land desolate; and he shall de-

2. It must be,
‘guote the remainder

stroy the sinners thereof out of it. Tsa. 13:
9. Says Peter, “ But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat,” &c. 2 Pet. 3:10. This
shows that the day of the Lord is at the
second advent, after probation has ceased.
See also Joel 2: 1, 11; Zeph. 1: 14-18,

But Ezekiel has told us that when this
day is near, the breach in the hedge must
be made up, so that God’s people may be
able to stand. In verse 10, after speaking
of those who cry “peace and safety,” he
adds, “ And one built up a wall, and, lo,
others daubed it with untempered mortar.”

It has already been shown that. Rome
has made a gap in the law of God;and in
the place of that part of the wall which she

tore down has impiously erected another,

and “others have daubed it with untem-
pered mortar.” But it is to fall; for thus
the prophet declares, verse 11. But, says
one, do you apply this to the Sabbath ques-
tion? Our answer is, We leave the prophet
to make his own application, Turning,
then, to his twenty-second chapter, we find
the same subject brought to view again in
words as follows: “ And her prophets have
daubed them with untempered mortar, see-
ing vanity, and divining lies unto them, say-
ing, Thus saith the Lord God, when the Lord
hath not spoken.” Kze. 22:28. In chap.
13, we saw that there were “gaps” in the
hedge, and that “ one built a wall” which
others “daubed with untempered mortar.”
So in this twenty-second chapter we have
the same points set before us, "In verse 28,
alveady quoted, we have the “untempered
mortar ? brought to view., The prophet
adds,” ©“ And I sought for a man among
them, that should make up the hedge, and
stand in the gap [or breach] before me for
the land, that ¥ should not destroy it; but
Y found none.” Verse 30. The Lordlooks
for men among his watchmen to stand in
the gap, and finds them not.

This is to be the condition whenever the
last days are reached. Then will the
hedge be made up? Most certainly. He
will have it accomplished, if he has to do
it in the manner that the first advent of
Christ was proclaimed. The lawyers, the
seribes, and Phavisees, and all the men of
note, were not the ones to announce the
coming of the Messiah. They had no faith
in it. But did the work fail of accomplish-
ment? No,indeed. A humble John gives
the joyous proclamation. After him are
the poor fishermen, but God was with
them. So we say of the truth before us;
God will have men to proclaim it if he has
to take the mechanic from his shop, the
farmer from his plough, and men from the
humble walks.

But we wish to notice the prophet’s words
still further. “Her priests have violated
my law, and have profaned mine holy
things.” Chap. 22:26. Lot the reader bear
in mnind that the point before us is that the
gap of which the prophet speaks refers to
the Sabbath; and certainly the words just
quoted seem to point to that fact. e says,
they “have violated my law,” and then
speaks of “mine holy things.” The Sab-
bath is called ¢ the holy of the Lord,” and
“my holy day.” Butwe read on: “They
have put no difference between the holy
and profane, neither have they shewed dif-
ference between the unclean and the clean.”
What do men say of the Sabbath at the
present time? They tell ms that “all days
are alike.” ¢ One day is just as good as
another, no difference at all.” Certainly,
the above words of the prophet seem to
point unmistakably to the Sabbath. DBut
to place the matter beyond dispute, we
g of this remarkable
text,— And have hid their eyes from my
S;%baths, and Yam profaned among them.”
Eze. '22: 26, .

Thusp-we can see from Ezekiel’s testi-
mony, thaﬁ%avhen the last days are reached,
the prophets-or teachers are called upon to
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“gtand in the gap,” and make up “the
breach,” preparatory to the “day of the
Lord”” 'This clearly indicatcs a reform
movement. A breach has been made, and
it must be repaired.

‘We wish now to present plain, positive
proof, that the ¢ breach ” referred to is the
desceration of the Sabbath of the Lord.
This may seem like a strong statement, yot
we feel confident that it can be made good.
The following words are to the point: “ And
they that shall be of thee shall build the
old waste places; thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and thou
shalt be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of paths to dwell in, if . .. .”
If what? “If thou twurn away thy jfoot
Jrom the Sabbath, from doing thy pleas-
ure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable;
and shalt honor him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words.” lIsa. 58:12,
13.

Reader, do you wish plainer testimony
than this ' proof of the above statement?
If you do, we frankly confess our inability
to gratify your wishes; for if we were at
liberty to manufacture. seripture, it would
be beyond our power to frame a scntence
from the English language more to the
point than are the words we have just
quoted from: the prophet. Iow is the
breach to be repaired? Answer, By taking
our foet off the Sabbath. ¢“Thou shalt be
called the repairer of the breach, . .. . if.
thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath.”

Men have their feet on the Sabbath,
trampling it in the dust. Reader, are your
feet in a similar position? If so, we in-
vite you in the language of the prophet to
take them off. “The scventh. day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” the opinions
of men to the contrary, notwithstanding.
The seventh day is holy. God made it so.
It is the only day he requircs us to keep. |
The immutable and eternal law contains a
command for its observance; and therc is
no command in all the Bible for the weck-
ly observance of any other day. With a
brief survey of the main points we have
passed over we draw this article to a close.
‘W have seen, .

‘1. That the way in which the people of
God should walk was God’s law.

2. That this law is of such a nature as to
admit of no change or abolition while heav-
en and earth endure. Yef,

3. We found a prediction of an attempt-
ed change of the fourth commandment,
and also a power deelaring that it had done
the decd, presenting this act as the badge of,
its power to legislate for the church.

4. That it was to hold this power until the
time of the end, or, as was shown, till 1798.

5. That the hedge around the people of
God was his law.

6. That in the last days the breach in
the hedge must be made up, so that God’s
people can stand in the day of the Lord.

7. That the breach is the desceration of
God’s holy day, hence there must be a re-
form in this respect.

It is not our purpose to show that we are
in the last days; an cxamination of God’s
word with the signs of the times, in the
physical, political, and moral world, will
convinee the candid that this is a fact.
The time has come for a Sabbaih reform,
predicted by prophets centuries ago. Al-
ready is the influence of the movement be-
ing felt in different parts of the world, and
men are turning from the “traditions of
men” to the keeping of God’s holy Sab-
bath, by scores and by huandreds. The
printed truth is being scattered like the
leaves of autumn. Thus all are being in-
vited to take off their feet from the Sab-
bath and call it “a delight.” Men have
had their fect on the Sabbath, not willingly,
but ignorant of the fact that it was the
Sabbath. God has accepted them because
they have walked in the light they had.
Iu his providence, God has given us greater
light, and we will be accepted as were our
fathers, by walking in the light that beams
upon our pathway.

May this be the lot of both reader and
writer; and when the Just Onc shall come,
may we be found among those “who keop
the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus.” Rev. 14 :12.

THE OVERCOMER.

“In the world ye shall have tribulation;
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.” John 16: 33,

are morc than we can bear, and are apt.fo
give way to petty trials and let Satan gain
a victory over us that we feel the?ld?’fects
of for many days. We arc propd to sin,

and our very natures are such, that we are
constantly looking at the dark side of our
experience in present truth.

We allow oursclves to become engrossed
with thoughts pertaining to this world’s
goods, and thus our interest in the truth of
God abates. We picture starvation, beg-
gary, and cverything that Satan can bring
before our minds; and thus we arc letting
God’s truth die out of our hearts, and are
filling the vasuum with the lusts of Satan.
Oh! that we would learn of Him who has
said, “T have overcome the world.”

He who left his Father’s prescnce and
the society of the holy angels, came to this
sin-cursed world, and was tempted with
the strongest of tomptations, has left us
cheering words to buoy us up when cast
down with temptations. Hear ye Him
“To him that overcometh, will I grart to
sit with me in my throne, cven as I also
overcame, and am sct down with. my Fa-
ther in his throne.” Rev. 3:21, Is it not
our duty to try, when we have such a rich
reward promised us? Honor and exalta-
tion could go no farther; and he docs not
ask us to do more than he has donc.

Again, we find in verse 12 the following:
“Him that overcometh, will I make a pil-
lar in ghe temple of my God, and he shall
go no more out.” The temple here denotes
the church; and the promise of being
made a pillar therein is the strongest prom-
ise that could be given, of a place of honor,
permanence, and safety, in the church, un-
der the figurc of a heavenly building. And
when the time comes that this part of the
promise is fulfilled, probation with the over-
comer is past, he is fully established in the
truth and scaled. “H¢é shall go nomore out;”
that is, therc is no more danger of his fall-
ing away; he is the Lord’s forever; his sal-
vation 18 sure.

The overcomers are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise; Gal. 3:9;
“but the fearful, unbelieving,” &e., have
their part in “the lake that bwrneth with
firc and brimstone.” Rev. 21:7, 8.

Dear readers, to which class do you be-
long? Are you among the fearful? Do
you fear what the world will say of you if
you walk out on the promises of God? If
80, may you change your course, and scek
the Lord while he may be found. The
Spirit calls you, there is yet room. The
heavenly city with all its charms welcomes
you to come. The way is easy if you seek
it through Christ.

First. “Break off from [overcome] your
sing by rightcousness, and twrn away from
your transgressions by obedience to God.”
Have you no hope in Christ? Specdily ob-
tain one. “If we confess and forsake our
sins, he is just and true to forgive us our
sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.”

Secondly. We must comply with the con-.

ditions on which the promise was made.
Christ says, “Blessed arc they that do his
[the TFather’s] commandments, that they
may have right to the trec of life, and may
enter in/through the gates into the city.”
Rev. 22714, Then leave the trifles of this
world. i Why will you linger and die?
Strive to be an overcomer; for he who
gains access to the tree of life in the midst
of the Eé.mdise of God, shall dic no more.
J. H. Durraxp.

Sigourhey, Towa.

TEMPTATION.

“ Axp/lead us not into tomptation.” It
is rather, hard for the mind to grasp the
meaning)of this text. One would infer up-
on reading it that God was quite in the
habit of leading men into exposed positions
and leavihg them there at the mercy of
their common enemy, the devil; but this
cannot be! true, because we are assured
clsewhere dn the Bible that God cannot be
tempted with cvil, neither tempteth he any
man. Butia man is tempted when he is
drawn away with his own lusts and enticed;
and it is always a law of temptation “that

the power of enticement from without is |-

sire,” B

A man/can only be tempted with that
which he desires.  One is tempted with the
shining' dust, the almighty dollar; another
with the wine cup or alcoholic drinks; an-
otherswith ambition and the sceptre of em-
pire;: while another is charmed and taken
captive by bright eycs, coral lips, and
words that drop swecter than honey.

~The scentiment of the prayer in the text

proportioned to the power of inward de-

h '8 to be delivered from the wiles and pow-
We sometimes feel that our temptations|

er of the cvil one in the hour of danger.
But man is to be tempted and tried, and
there can be neither excellency nor devel-
opment of character without trial. Un
tempted innocency is at best but insipid

virtue. And we arc most carnestly exhort-
ed in the word of God not to think it
strange concerning the fiery trial that is to
try us, as though some strange thing had
happened to us; but we are to rcjoice inas-
much as we are madc partakers of the suf-
ferings of Chuist, that when his glory shall
be revealed, we may rcjoiee with exceed-
ing joy. Yea, we are to count it all joy
when we fall into divers temptations, know-
ing that the trial of our faith worketh ra-
tience. And we arc to let patience have
her perfect work, that we may be perfect
and cntire, wanting nothing.

The trial of our faith, though it be tried
like gold when it is tried in the fire, will be
found unto praise and glory at the appear-
ing of Jesus Cluist, because a blessing is
pronounced upon the man that cndureth
temptation, even that he shall reccive a
crown of life. Even our Saviour was made
perfect through suffering; and being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal
salvation to all them that obey him. And
having been tempted in all points as we
arc, he became a mereiful and. faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, and is
now able to succor and save all that come
unto God by him.

Satan is indced a cunning foe. In view
of this, we are exhorted to be sober and
vigilant, because our adversary, the devil,
walketh about as a roaring lion sccking
whom he may devour. And when we arc
tempted, we are not to say we are tempted
of God, for God cannot be tempted with

evil, neither tempteth he any man; but we

arc tempted by our own passions and the
allurements of Satan, and he always adapts
his temptations to thosc whom he would
devour. :

Satan is an experienced gencral. He has
his head-quarters, his well-drilled army, his
battle ficlds, and his lines of battle. He
has his signal station, his outstanding pick-
ots, and his spies; and he is perfectly
equipped with all the instruments of war-
fare. And no onc is safc to engage him
presumptuously or to be found within his
lines unbidden.

The text that we have rcad does mnot
mean that God leads us into temptation.
We are not only assured that he does nof,
but we are also assured that he will not
suffer us to be tempted above that which
we are able to bear, but will with the temp-
tation make a way to escape. And it is of
this way of escape that we wish to speak.
1t is true that we ave to be tried and tempt-
ed and to fight the good fight of faith even
unto death. And our warfare is as much
an offensive as a defensive onc. But we
are not to cngage the enemy on our own
account, neither are we to fight without our
whole armor on. God will most surely
make a way of cscape, but not for those
who needlessly expose themselves to dan-
gor by going upon the enemy’s ground un-
bidden by their Captain.

Where God sends a man there God will
sustain him and not otherwisc. It is writ-
ten, “Then was Josus led of the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”
And the same power by which he was led
or driven supported him in his temptations.

But how very diffcrent it is with many
who secm to think thcmsclves safe any-

_where and everywhere, whether in the way

of duty or upon the enchanted ground of
the cnemy. It is the God of battles that
plans our way of escape, and it is ncither
in the way of danger nor is it in the way
of retreating from danger, but it is the way
of duty, the way of the cross, and often
through the thickest of the battle and over
the dead bodies of the slain (the carnal ap-
petites), or in so fighting that our enemies
flee from us. Our Saviour was perfeetly
safe in the wilderness with the wild beasts
and without food and with the tempter,
and upon the exccedingly high mountain
with the kingdoms of the world below him,
and upon the pinnacle of the temple, as
long as he obeyed God. And when he had
resisted the devil at every point of attack,
angels, came and ministered unto him,

This is our example. Satan always
makes his approaches éither by the way of
cyc-gate or ear-gate, or by some of the low
back ways of passion or appetite. . And
sometimes he attacks us at various points
all at once, and the temptation reads, That
which is pleasant to the.eyc and good for
food and desirable to make one wise. This
form of temptation addresses itself to the
lusts of the eye, the lusts of the flesh, and
the pridé of. life, and is very formidable,
because so seductive. The way of escape
from these is not by the way of indulgence
or gratification, feasting the eye upon for-
bidden sights and the appetitc upon forbid-

den fruits, and foliowing the prompting of

worldly ambition; but the way of escape is
self-denial. ‘

The ecxhortation is, Ilandle not, touch
not, taste not, and look not upon. Every
indulgence in sin strengthens sin in us.
It Loth “lessens the power of resistance
and augments vitiating foree,” and the in-
creasing power of temptation is its most
fearful attribute. The same law that gov-
erns falling bodies—the law of accclerating
speed—governs the action of sin in us. The
drunkard, the libertine, the grumbler, the
miser, present forcible illustrations of this
law.

The way of escape is provided for those
who would otherwise be tempted above
that which they arc able to bear. And we
should always remecmber that (as above
intimated) the violence of temptation ad-
dressed to the mind from without is exact-
ly meagured by the violence of inward de-
gire, and we are won only by that which
we inwardly wish. It is often our fault
that we are severely tempted. The way
of escape is the way of humility, and
by overcoming our unholy or carnal de-
sires.  The way of cscape is the way of
watching and praying, The way of escape
is that strait and narrow way which alone
leadeth unto life. E. Goopricm.

Edinboro, Pa.

PRESUMPTION.

‘Wz understand that our Saviour was tempt-
ed with the strongest and most dangerous
temptations that would assail his followers,
and that the second of thesc was the sin of
presumption. After he had passed the
trial on the first point, the devil took him
up to the pinnacle of the temple, and told
him to cast himself down, quoting scripture
to . prove that if he was the Son of God,
angels would bear him up that he should
sustain no injury, thus tempting the Lord
to display his powoer unncecssarily, or to
protect him from a danger to which he had
necdlessly or willfully exposed himself.

We hear much nowadays of a religion
that seems to me to be on about the same
principle. The principal text quoted by
its adherents is—* Believe on the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and thou shall be saved,” and
certainty this is a most precious passage,
if rightly applied. Now we should be very
carcful not to oppose any good work nor
to place anything in the way of those who
arc seeking the Saviour; but when people
arc very loud and forward to,urge upon us
the idea that we arc not expected to obey
the law of God in order to please him, that
the moment we believe on Christ we arc
“gaved eternally,” and must never think of
our charscters or our sins again, but sim-
ply trust Jesus to make us pure, then per-
haps we can be excused for speaking.

We know the Scriptures are the word of
God, and that when rightly understood
there must be perfeet harmony throughout;
and knowing this, we sec there are many
passages that cannot be taken alone in the
broadest or most unqualificd sense. For
instance, Joel, in speaking of the last days,
says, “ Whoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be delivered.” And Christ
says, “ Not cvery onc that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom,
but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in Heaven.” Thus we sec the ex-
pression in Jocl must be qualified in order
to harmonize with the words of Christ.
Those who call upon him “in spirit and in
truth ”” are doubtless referred to.

And in the same manner these two texts
can be understood: “Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and thou shall be saved;” and “ Work
out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.” We cannever be saved without faith
in Christ from the simple fact that future
obedicnee cannot atone for past sins, and .
also that we must have divine help to en-
able us to overcome; but we have no right
to cxpect or claim this help, unless we are
putting forth an carnest cffort of our own
in the right dircction. Morcover must we
not have a higher mdtive for serving God
than simply a selfish desire for our own
salvation? When a person says, Jesus has
saved me, and I nced have no further con-
cern about myself or my sins, and makes
no effort to aseertain what there may be
about him that hinders the formation of
Christian character, but follows the same
course as before, walking deliberately over
the law of God, saying, I am saved, and
therefore need have no fear that God will
suffer me to be led into a dangerous posi-
tion, is it not yery much the same as though
Christ had said, I am the Son of God, and
although this step is nnneccessary and un-
reasonable, I will take it; for my Father
will certainly protect me? But our great
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Pattern did not say so. His words to the
great deceiver were, “ Thou shall not tempt
the Lord thy God.” Thus we sce our Mas-
ter did not presume to abuse his Father’s
mercy in this manner. And shall we, poor
rebels, expect greater favors than he?
Listen to the closing words of his remarka-
ble sermon on the mount: “He that hear-
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
.not, shall be likened unto a foolish man
that built his house upon the sand.”
~Juria E. Durriz,

EARLY IMERESSIONS,

A rEw years since, a gentleman from
England brought a letter of introduction to
a gentleman in America. The stranger was
of accomplished mind and manners, but in
gentiment an infidel. The gentleman to
whom he brought the letter of introduction,
and his Jady, were active Christian philan-
thropists. They invited the stranger to
make their house his home, and treated kim
with every possible attention. Upon the
evening of his arrival, just before the usual
hour for retiring, the gentleman, knowing
the peculiarity of his guest’s sentiments, ob-
served to him that the hour had arrived in
which they usually attended family prayers;
that he should be happy to have him re
main and unite with them; or,if he pre-
ferred, he could retire. The gentleman in-
timated that it would give him pleasure to
remain. A chapter of the Bible was read,
and the family all knelt in prayer, the stran-
ger with the rest,

-Ina few days the stranger left this hos-
pitable dwelling, and embarked on board a
ship for a foreign land. In the course of
three or four years, however, the providence
of God again led that stranger to the same
dwelling.  But oh, how changed! He
came the happy Christian, the humble man
of piety and prayer. Incourseof the even-
ing’s conversation he remarked that when
he, on the first evening of his previous visit,
knelt with them in family prayer, it was the
first time for many years that he had bowed
to his' Maker. This act brought to his mind
such a crowd of recollections, it so vividly
reminded him of a parent’s prayers, which
he had heard athome, that it completely ab-
sorbed his attention. His emotion was so
great, that he did not heag, one syllable of
the prayer which was utterfd from its com-
mencement to its close. But God made this
the instrument of leading him from the
dreary wilds of infidelity to the peace and
joy of piety. His parents had long before
gone to their rest; but the prayers they had
offered for and with their gson had left an
influence which could not die—8el.

QUARTERLY T. AND M. MEETINGS.

How few attend these important meet-
ings! What is the reason, brethren? Is it
because of the few dollars that you might
perchance have the privilege of donating
towards a work that is high as hight and
deep as depth, and that pertains to Heaven,
and the glorious truths of the Bible, and to
the gathering in of souls to rejoice in the
precious truth, and to the future promised
kingdom of God, where they with us shall
put on everlasting life, at the appearing of
our great King.

Our Saviour’s life record is that of the
greatest missionary that ever trod the earth.
TLet us imitate him in this wonderful work
that is allotted to us. We are not called
to give our lives as he was, hence let us
not withhold the means that God has giv-
en us to forward his precious cause. "And
let us not, when the quarter rolls around,
remain away from the place where the
business of eternity is done in behalf of
our fellow creatures, and where we may
have the privilege of giving of our money,
and helping with our tilents to devise plans
in which God and his angels are greatly
interested. :

Come, come, to the T. and M. meetings.
Come with your purses ladeu, or at least
with what they do contain, consecrated to
the good work, and with your hearts and
minds {ull of good things, and thus learn
to imitate the great Missionary, Jesus, and
to walk in his footsteps, that when he shall
appear ye may receive a crown of glory
that fadeth not away, and be brought to
that eternal city in which we may walk
without ever once dreaming of poverty.
Rich indeed we will then be. May the
God of Heaven help us faithfully to work
in his vineyard, to spare no pains in setting
forth to mankind in tract form the wonder-
ful things that we behold out of the Bible.

J. F. BAHLER.

- Dallas, Texas.

THE LOVE OF GOD.

Tiou Grace Divine, encircling all,
A goundless, shoreless sea !
Wherein at last our souls must fall—
O Love of God most free!

When over dizzy hights we go,
One soft hand blinds our eyes,
The other leads us safe and slow—

O Love of God most wise!

And though we turn us from thy face,
And wander wide and long,

Thou hold’st us still in thine embrace,
O Love of God most strong !

The saddened heart, the restless soul,
The toil-worn frame and mind,
Alike confess thy sweet control,
O Love of God most kind!

But not alone thy care we claim,
Our wayward steps to win;
Wé know thee by a dearer name,

O Love of God within !

And filled and quickened by thy breath,
Our souls are strong and free
To rise o’er sin and fear and death,
O Love of God, to thee!
— Eliza Scudder,

THE MOCRAL OF THE STORY OF
CANOSSA.

Tue Jesuits of the Vatican have decided
to celebrate January 25, the octocentenary
of the infamous treatment of Henry IV,,
of Germany, in 1077, by the notorious Hil-
debrand, Pope Gregory VIL. Prince Bis-
marck’s pithy saying, ¢ Germany is not go-
ing again to Canossa,” seems to have rank-
led in the souls of the Jesuits, and in the
spirit of indomitable defiance of all earthly
power, which is the breath of their nostrils,
they have resolved that not only Germany,
but all the world shall hear it; and not
only hear it, but have it thundered into its
ears by a noisy and boastful exhibition
wherever popery prevails. To any but Jes-
uits the great fact that the circumstances
of the two parties are now reversed, that,
instead of the papacy’s being able to dictate
to Germany, Germany is become a great

and commanding power, and the papacy

is become just nothing at all, would have
inculeated some modesty; but it is this
very change which stings the Vatican to
madness.

This comimemoration of the most notori-
ous and offensive display of the assumed
right of the Romish church to depose kings
is to show to the world, with which the pa-
pal church is everywhere at war, that not
only does the church approve the dogma of
Hildebrand, but that after a lapse of eight
hundred years it glories in the most infa-
mous transaction of the kind that ever took
place, and is resolved to glory in it in the
face of all knowledge of the nineteenth
century, of every monarch, and every peo-
ple. It is to say, with all the possible em-
phagis of words and acts, that had the
church power, it has still the will and the
wish to treat Emperor William, * Bis-
marck, Queen Victoria, Victor Emmanuel,
and the President of the French, exactly as
Hildebrand treated Henry IV. at Canossa.

As the Catholic Bishop Kendrick, of Phila- -

delphia, candidly confesses, the church
does not do these things, only because she
cannot.

Henry IV., indeed, disheartened by the
effect of Hildebrand’s excommunication on
his superstitious subjects, and by the at-

tempts on his throne to which it embold-

ened his princely neighbors, in the frightful
winter of 1077—such a winter as no man
living had witnessed—crossed the Alps
with his wife and family, through the most
incredible sufferings, and arriving at the
castle of Canossa—whither Hildebrand had
fled, supposing that IHenry was coming
with an army, and where he was feasting
luxuriously with his paramour, the Count-
ess Matilda of Tuscany—ypresented himself
in the castle court in sackeloth, with a rope
round his neck, and with bare head and
feet. The outer gates were immediately
closed upon him, and for three days and
three nights he was kept standing there,

vainly imploring admission to the presence.

of the pope. His limbs were rigid with
cold, his beard and hair weére clotted with
ice; in his agonies he howled like a wild
beast, and how he survived it is marvelous.

It was not the heart of the diabolic pont-
iff, in whom the Vatican glories, which re-
lented; it was the heart of a woman, Giv-
ing way, at length, to the tears and entreat-
ies of the Countess Matilda, Gregory VIL,
seizing his crucifix, exclaimed, “For thee,
Jesus, I make this sacrifice!” Odious hyp-
ocrite! who dared to introduce the name
of Christ into this drama of priestly arro-
gance and vengeance, and to pretend to
sacrifice his envenomed passions to the

meek Saviour. But he did nothing of the
sort. Though he professed to forgive Hen-
vy, and took off the excommunication, he
refused to restore him to his throne, and at-
tempted to put Ruloff of Bavaria into it.
This is what the present pope and his ad-
visers deem the proper model for the treat-
ment of crowned heads by a pope.

This is the transaction and the church
doctrine which the Vatican now, after 800
years, is preparing to celebrate as still the
doctrine and principles of the infallible.
But what were the consequences of this pa-
pal display? If God, according to the
proverb, first drives mad those whom he

means to destroy, the Jesuits should be’

profoundly silent on this affair; but it is
precisely for this divine driving to destrue-
tion that the Jesuits bring it forward in
glorification. Henry IV., roused to action
by the unexampled indignities which Le
had suffered, returned to Germany, raised
an army, for now his people were aroused
too, crossed the Alps, marched to Rome,
deposed Gregory in full conclave, and set
up Clement II1. in his place.

Gregory, dastardly and weak as he was

| overbearingly insolent, fled to the castle of

St. Angelo, which was shut up three years.

| The discord which his audacious conduct

at Canossa had stirred up tore to pieces the
two desolated countries. KEverywhere there
were princes maddened by ambition, sacked
cities, violated women, burnt villages, and
people infuriated against each other. As
for himself, he was hurled from the papal
throne and continued so. With a heart

| corroded by disappointment, by public con-

tempt and by jealousy, he saw another pope
wearing the tiara, and lived and died mis-
erably in exile at Salerno, in the bay of
Naples. Is that a story for a pope in his
senses to revive?

But the consequences to the church have
been equally disastrous. This doctrine pro-
claimed by Hildebrand of supremacy over
kings, and this first scandalous enforcement
of it, struck the first blow against the
church in the heart of the kings. Thence-
forth it was the avowed enemy of the civil
power, which, as knowledge increased, was
sure to become too much for it. '

It is since the Jesuits have come into
power, dating from the Council of Trent,
that this war of the church on the States
has gone on most determinedly, and ever
to the damage of the church. All mon-
archies, especially since the (Ecumenical
Council, have come to regard the Vatican
as their most open and also their most in-
sidious enemy; all, even the most bigoted,
except Spain, have broken off their con-
cordats with Rome. Every step that the
Jesuits, through their submissive tool, Pius
IX., have of late years taken to maintain
their fast-falling prestige, the Syllabus, the
(Ecumenical Council, the dogma of ‘infalli-
bility, have only brought additional ruin on
their heads. The pope, instead of being
benefited by the doctrines and. deeds of
Gregory VIL, instead of ruling ‘over and
trampling on monarchs, is himself put
down by a monarch, stripped of his tempo-
ral power, reduced to a mere hougeholder,
at the mercy of a government whom he
contrives to menace and insult in ‘3 manner
which may ere long lead to a cri?‘is which
will practically illustrate the axiom of
“ Quem Deus vult perdere prius de-
mentat.” This is the veal moral of the
story of Canossa.— Christian We d{;éklg/.

ASTONISHING STUPIDITY.

Ix conversation with an aged n{xinister of
very good repute, I mentioned a person who

1 admitted that the 2300 days of Dan. 8:14

had ended. Hereplied substantially, “ Well,
what if they have ended?” 5

If the days arec ended, the promised
event is taking place; and the definite time
was appointed that we, on earth, might
know when this work is being'done.
“What is the cleansing of the sanctua-
ry?”? s ¢
yIt; is the closing work of our High Priest
in Heaven, the blotting. out of the sins of
all his people. v

“Do you think Heaven needs cleans-
ing?” . &

How astonishing that the teachers of the
people, and those too who have had ample
opportunity to be informed on a subject of
such thrilling interest, should manifest $uch
stupidity as to re-iterate the silly objections
that have been .fully answered a hundred
times! R. F. CorTrELL.

e

Orp men delight in uttering good pre-
cepts— sometimes to console themselves for
being no longer in a condition to set bad

examples.

THE TONGUE.

“Tue tongue can no man tame.” Jas.
3:8. '

If there is anything that will cure a per-
son of backbiting, it is suffering personal
injury from this cause. If in your efforts
to be useful you find your best endeavors
neutralized by this thing, and friends es-
tranged, and enemies and strangers preju- .
diced, and your work frustrated, and your
precious time lost, by evil reports, and those
reports set in motion by friends whom you
love, who have not spoken a word to your
discredit, as they think, but only spoken
lightly, you will not wish to use your own
in this way, never, no never; and you will
regret that you ever spoke lightly of any
one, Jos. CLARKE.

HEART-POWER,

Hearr-rowrr is of all others the most
beneficent. Physical energy subdues mat-
ter, but the soul triumphs by the force of
its affections over the mightiest of obstacles.
The heart of Christ is the seat and centre
of his supremacy over g0 many millions of
our race. IHe is not ranked as a genins,
nor as an orator. He disdained the boasted
charms of philosophy. Yet his speech dis-
tilled as the dew, and his words have an
inexhaustible power, which neither dullness,
nor ignorance, nor depravity, nor unbelief
can resist. If we seek to find the reason
of their power, we shall find it in that love
which vitalizes all the truth they express.
Here, then, lies the secret of Christian use-
fulness. Ministers of the gospel, Sabbath-
school teachers, parents, and all who de-
sire to impart the gospel, must let it run
through the fervid affections of the heart.
Cold, intellectual instrnction may have its
way in the schools, and in those discussions
which relate to general public affairs; but
in the kingdom of Heaven the heart is mas-
ter. They who put most of heart into their
work have most success, and reap the larg-
est satisfactions., 'T'his is a truth too often
forgotten in these days, when so much
stress is lald on methods.— Christian af
Work.

LUTHER’S ARGUMENT WITH THE
DEVIL.

LuTHER says, “Once upon a time the
devil came to me and said, ¢ Martin Luther,

| you are a great sinner, and you will be

damned!’ ¢Stop! stop! said I, ¢ one thing
at a time; I am a great sinner, it is true,
though you have no right to tell me of it.
I confessit. What next?’ ¢Therefore you
will be damned.’ ¢That is not good rea-
goning. It is true I am a great sinner, but
it is written, Jesus Christ came to save sin-
ners; therefore I shall be saved. Now go
your way.” So I cut the devil off with his
own sword, and he went away mourning
because he could not cast me down by call-
ing me a sinner.”

« 1f all the sins which men have done,
In thought or will, in word or deed,
Since worlds were made, or time begun,
Were laid on one poor sinner’s head,
The stream of Jesus’ precious blood
Could wash away the dreadful load.”

— Bible DBanner,

HOW A MOTHER CURED A SON.

A wmoruer, of high spirit, who utterly
loathed this popular filth, had sometimes
geen one of her “darlings” aping dandy-
ism. She had seen him take his various
degrees, as he first smoked paper, then
grape-vine, then rattan, and th?n she
caught him with the genuine article be-
tween his ruby lips. As he caught the
mother’s eye, the cigar fell. “Ah!” she
exclaimed, “I will kill or cure.” “Smoke
away, my son,” she cried aloud. Ie
smoked, and ceased. “Smoke away, my.
son,” she cried in a sterner voice. He did
50, and reeled and cascaded with beautiful
freedom! “Smoke away,” she cried again.
At this point the urchin called for quarter,
telling his mother, if she let him stop, he
would “smoke no more till he was twenty-
one.” But then, in a tone which would
have done honor to a queen, she cried,
“Smoke away, my son.” This was the
finishing stroke with this miniature dandy.
«Mother, let me stop! Oh! let me stop!” he

l.oried, “and I will smoke no more till the

day of my death.” She did, of course.
Her treatment was effective. The son is
now.an admirable man, who regards “the
weed,” with utter scorn and loathing.-—
Golden Genser.
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THE WINTER’S WORK.

Tur winter is rapidly passing, and the Tract
and Missionary Societies are falling far behind
on the work allotted to them by the General
Conference. But'a small portion of the 10,000
new subscribers for the Sians or THE TIMES
have been gathered.

One measure of the Conference has been
pretty generally taken hold of. A large por-
tion of all our churches have adopted the plan
to add one-third to the amount of their Sys-
tematic Benevolence for 1877. This one-fourth
of all their s. B. is to be used in circulating the
Heatres RErorurr, the Siens or THE Times,
and other publications. There are no reasons
why a church or a Conference should wait for
means to accumulate on their hands by the slow
income of this system before going te work in
carnest. As the result of labor, they can for-
ward names for the Siens and ReForRMER.

Why not every church in the land, that has
not done so already, immediately order a pack-
age of .the S1axs, from eight to eighty copies,
according to the amount of s. . they pay, to
use in their T. and M. work? Individuals, es-
pecially those who are scattered away from our
churches, are also requested to circulate the
Stexs oF TEE Tives on the installment plan
thus :— 4 '

Small churches and individuals can take eight
copies at a cost of $12 a year. And if they are
short of means, they can pay $1 at the com-
mencement of each month until the entire sum
shall be paid. Thoée‘ who can use sixteen copies
can pay $2 at the comiqencement of each month.
Large churches can takeitwenty-four, thirty-two,
forty, and all the way up to eighty copies or more.
That church which takes eighty copies would have
only $12 to pay at the commencement of each
month, The little church in'Oakland of about
sixty members, and nearly all of them the poor
of the flock, besides building a meeting-house
and raising means for other missionary work,
pay $51, for thirty-four copies to hand to stran-
gers who come into their meetings and fo use in
general missionary work. N

If all our churches and scattered brethren

would act upon these suggestions at once, our

list of subseribers would be swelled to 15,000 in
a few weeks. If it is thought that this work
should all be done through the T. and M. Socie-
ties, that will be the best way if the T. and M.
workers will take hold of it at once; but let it
be done immediately in some way. Let this be
borne in mind, that these packages of the Stans
are to be addressed to one person, and to be
paid for in monthly installments at the com-
mencement of each month. No packages will
be sent to strangers unless the first month’s in-
stallment accompanies the order.

Individuals and churches that receive pack-
ages of the Stans and obtain regular subscribers
can have copies transferred from the packages
and sent directly to the individuals at any time ;
but in all such cases they must pay the year's
subscription for these individuals in advance.
The winter is rapidly passing, and the best time
for missionary labor will soon be over. The
Missionary Societies have done but little toward
furnishing the 10,000 subscribers for the Sians.
‘We have been holding back on the great sub-
jects of Christ in the Old Testament and the
mora} law in the New Testament, waiting for
much greater circulation of the Siens before en-
tering upon them. .

The Srans or rE TiMEs is adapted to Mis-
sionary work. We have no publication that can
do more good with the same amount of money
than the Srans. We are making special efforts
for the volume of 1877, We ask for immediate
and hearty co-operation. The officers of our
Tract and Missionary Societies, and the elders
and deacons of our churches can bring about
the desired object if they have a mind to work
to the point.

We regret that a feeling has existed more or
less among our people that the Tract and Mis-
sionary work has been pushed inconsiderately
‘and rashly. In some localities this may have
been true in a degree. ' But this error is not
one-hundredth part so great as the error of do-

ing little or nothing, which now exists to a gma.,t'?

extent, We deplore over-action. It furnighies
the devil a handle to get hold of to stop the car
altogether. What has built up the fause has

been steady pulling, strong pulling, and all pull-
ing together. Swudden jerks prove to be poor
policy,

But we have done all in our power to remove
discouragements from all our State Tract and
Missionary Societies. The Review Axp Hegr-
ALD Office gave several of the societies that were
in debt the amounts of their indebtedness—
Minnesota, $943, Wisconsin $464, Indiana, $150,
Missouri, $117, Kansas, $312, Iowa, $170,
Maine, $100. And these very States, up to the
present time, have done next to nothing in the
work of furnishing the 10,000 subscribers for the
SiaNs. '

The Michiga.n‘ Conference had $6,000 in her
treasury after paying off all her ministers, and
meeting all her tent expenses last September,
And now that Conference is promptly adopting
the added one-third to her s. B. which will add
several surplus thousands to her funds. And
yet Michigan has forwarded only a few hun-
dreds of new subscribers. . That State alone will
have means to furnish 5,000 subscribers for the
S1aNs with proper canvassing. °

The most attractive and useful premiums have
been made ready, such as the The Way of Life,
engraving, Life of Urgos, and Sunshine Series of
little books for children.
and inducement has been held out to forward
the winter’s work of canvassing ; and we still be-
lieve that our friends will not disappoint us.
We close this hasty article by saying, Let the
work be done, and let the names of new sub-
seribers pour in by hundreds, and let the light

of truth shine forth. J. W,

KEEP IT BEFORE THE PEOPLE.

THE various questions respecting Sabbath ob-
servance were never before the people as at the
present time ; and they are destined to be agita-
ted more and more. The question of enforcing
Sunday keeping by law has led to the question
whether the obligation for its observance rests
upon divine authority; or upon human author-
ity only ; and its claims to divine authority not
being very satisfactory to the inguiring mind,

and the pious not feeling willing to admit the |

claims of the infidel party, that we have no
weekly Sabbath at all, very naturally lead to the
inquiry, Which day of the week is the Sabbath
enforced by the command of God? The fourth
commandment of the decalogue being the only
law of the Scriptures for a weekly Sabbath day,
it becomes important to know which day of the
week is the Sabbath according to the command-
ment. The following hint upon the subject I
clip from the Baltimore Sun of Feb. 1, 1877 —

¢ A PEACEFUL SOLUTION.

‘“Had not the electoral bill already passed
Congress, advantage might be taken of the an-
nexed suggestion, which appears in the New Or-
leans Picayune, made from Baltimore in behalf
of Louisiana, to settle the presidential problem
also. Though the occasion has passed for that,
we cannot refrain from giviug this piece of home
manufacuture in justice to its author as one of
our citizens :—

¢¢¢ Mr. Packard is in receipt of a postal card
from Baltimore, submitting a proposition for
the solution of the Louisiana problem which is
at once easy and satisfactory. The writer signs
his name with & great deal of ink, as James T.
Sazarin, 195 Sharp Street, Baltimore.

““ ‘This, party is under the impression that
the peopl¢ here ‘‘transgress” too much, and do
not “keep the commandments,” proposes that
that partly which shall be able to prove which
day of the week, Saturday or Sunday, is the
Sabbath, %hall be entitled to the government of
this Statei The proposition is, on the whole, a
fair one ; but if it should be left to the respect-
ive legislagures to decide, we fear there would
be a slighg advantage in favor of the Packard
side. Hig legislature is largely made up of
preachers, While the other side has none but in-
vited ones.”y R. F. C.

Nore.—We think that the other side would
stand a fair) chance, as the ‘““invited ones” are
full as apt not to get muddled on clear Scripture
as the preachers are. . W. 8.

" OUR COLLEGE.

THE fair ﬁrospects of the school at the open-
ing of the present texrm is a just occasion of grat-
itude to God and of encouragement to his peo-
ple. That such an institution, freighted with
blessingqfor the cause of ‘truth, should receive
strength, rise up, and walk, on so short notice,
is little loss than a marvel, ‘ )

Our people not only have contributed of their
meaxs to this worthy object, but what is just ag

.reqp/isite, they are making a good contribution
;qff‘their sons and daughters, to enable the insti-
C{ution to carry out its benevolent designs,

This is, indeed, like transplanting choice flowers
from the wilderness, where they are liable to be
deformed, and even destroyed, by ruthless

‘hands, to the choice' garden carefully prepared

Every encouragement |

for them, where they may be cultivated and
trained by skillful hands.

This is as it should be. Still let them come;
there is room for many more. May those sons
be as plants grown up in their youth, and those
daughters as corner stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace. Ps. 144 :12.

As a matter of further encouragement, we are
informed that many of these have an eye to the
vineyard of the Lord as the field of their future
labors. May God bless and prosper our college
is the prayer of many hearts. ’

ALBERT STONE.

NOTES OF THE DISCUSSION IN
KANSAS.—EIGHTH SESSION.

THIRD PROPOSITION.

Do the Scriptures teach that the wicked will
be annihilated ? I affirmed, he denied.

Some who believe in the destruction of the

wicked are a little tender about using the word
annihilate, but without any reason, because it
is one of the prominent definitions of the word
destroy, and means no more, properly, than de-
stroy does in its fullest sense. We maintain
that the wicked, as persons, will cease to exist.
Of course the material which composes them
will not be annihilated, but as individuals they
are annihilated, in the same sense that a house
is annihilated when it is burned up, or a forest
is annihilated when it'is bwmned down. The
house as a house does not exist. Annihilate is
thus defined by Webster i—

“ Annihilate. 1. To reduce to nothing; to
destroy the existence of ; as, no human power
can annihilate matter. 2. To destroy the form

or peculiar distinctive properties, so that the.

specific thing no longer exists ; as, to annihilate
a forest by cutting and carrying away the trees,
though the timber may still exist ; to annihilate
a house by demolishing the structure.”

- ¢ Destroy. 1. To demolish ; to pull down, to
separate the parts of an edifice, the union of
which is necessary to constitute the thing; as,
to destroy a house or temple ; to destroy a for-
tification.” :

2. “To ruin ; to annihilate a thing by demol-
ishing or by butning ; as, to destroy a city.”

3, ““To'ruin; to bring to naught ; to annihi-
late ; to destroy a theory or scheme ; to destroy
a government ; to destroy influence.”

4. ““To lay waste’; to make desolate. ‘Go
up against this land and destroy it.” Isa. 36.”

5. “To Eill; to slay, to extirpate; applied
to men, or other animals. ‘Ye shall destroy
all this people.” Num. 32.”

- 6. “To take away ; to cause to cease ; to put
an end to; as, pain destroys happiness. ¢ That
the body of sin might be destroyed.” Bom.6.”

7. “To kill ; to eat ; to devour; to consume.
Birds destroy insects. Hawks destroy chickens.”

8. ““In general to put an end to; to annihi-
late a thing or the form in which it exists.”

Now, in defining the word destroy he fre-
quently gives annihilation as its meaning. I
explained what we meant by annihilation, to
which my opponent took no exception. I re-
marked that it is plainly declared in many
places that the wicked should be burned wup.
Mal. 4:1; Rom. 6: 23 ; should perish ; 2 Pet.
2:12, &o. Then I pictured the horrors of an
endless, burning hell, with the additional fact
that the righteous in glory shall see the punish-
ment of the wicked. I called atténtion to the
fact that the great majority of the race would
be lost. You have all the heathen world,
Rom. 2:11, all the infidels and unbelievers of
Christian countries, and all sinners of every
land and every age. Frequently very young
persons who have not been very sinful, but yet
have committed some sing, have died without
repentance. Many such must be lost ; and shall
they endure eternal, unending torture ¢

This doctrine of hell has made millions of in-
fidels and spiritualists, and is the chief argu-
ment in the hands of the Universalists. It dis-
honors God by representing him as an implaca-
ble tyrant. It was invented by heathen priests
to geare the people, and was adopted by Catho-
lic priests to extort money from the ignorant.
Protestants coming cut from the mother church
brought this monstrous error with them, and,
until lately, taught it in all its native ugliness ;
but the light and progress of the last quarter of
a century has compelled them unwillingly to
greatly modify and almost entirely change their
mode of teaching upon this subject. None of
the ministers of the present day preach a literal
hell as they used to. They refer to it but seldom

- and then in very modest terms.

The annihilation or utter destruction of the
wicked is sensible. Why should God. keep a
sinner alive in torment eternally’? Will God
take delight init? Will it add to the joy of the
angels ¢ Will it add to the happiness of the

righteous ? Whom would it benefit? No, let
them be blotted out and cease to pollute the
universe of God. The penalty for sin is simply
death, forfeiture of life. Gen. 9:6; Heb. 9:
22. '

Eld. Shick claimed that hell was not literal,
there was no literal fire, no literal burning, &e.
It was all figurative. It simply meant that they
would be banished from the presence of God,
separated from him and from the righteous. I
remarked that this is just what the wicked would

.| like. The farther they could get from God the
"I better it would suit them. Go unto that low

gambling hell ; see them drinking and carous-
ing ; hear them cursing ; look upon their brutal
faces. Now tell them, Gentlemen, I have come
to announce to you that unless you reform you
shall never see God, you shall never enter Heav-
en, you shall not be with the righteous; but
you shall live a real life, not in fire and brim-~
stone, but far removed from the presence of
God, and associated with the evil like yourself.
How would they receive that? They would
throw up their hats and give three cheers, say-
ing, That is just what we want. Nothing would
suit us better. Such is the hell which Eld.
Shick proposed. '

Here he endeavored to bring in the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus, though it had no
bearing npon the present question, the destruc-
tion of the wicked, because it in nowise inti-
mates anything as to the length of time which
the rich man was to remain there in torment.
We believe that they will be in torment just as
this says, but that they will finally be destroyed ;
and this parable does not say they will not. 8o
I refused to pay any attention to it, more than
to make this statement. :

He was very anxious to read Josephus upon
this question, which was out of order; but I
granted him the privilege, and gave him the
book. He read at great length Josephus’ arti-
cle on hades, and endorsed it. This says that
hades is a hollow place under ground, divided
into two apartments, that all the righteous are
there in one apartment, and all the wicked im
the other. KEld. Shick placed patriarchs, proph-
ets, and apostles, all there waiting for the resur-
rection. This was a fatal position for him when
he came to the kingdom question, ag I will
show. I should remark that the article on
hades in Josephus is admitted by all scholars to
be a forgery. Jo¥ephus never wrote it. Hence
it is no proof on any question.,

The Elder made one assertion on this parable,
which I did not there notice; but as it is a very
common one, 1 call attention to it now. He
said that all the parables of Christ were based
upon facts, never upon fiction; hence, granting
that this was a parable, there must have been in
the past, facts just like it upon which to found
it. But this assumption is entirely false. It is
evident that the most of his parables were not
founded upon facts, but simply gotten wp as
parables always are, merely to illustrate a point.
Furthermore, many of his parables are founded
upon that which never could have been a fact.
Notice a few. .

In Matt, 7:15, we have the parable of the
wolf in sheep’s clothing, going among the flock
to devour them. Question, Did that ever liter-
ally happen? Did a wolf ever put on a sheep’s
gkin, and go among the sheep to devour them ¥
Again in Luke 6:41, we have the parable of a
man with a beam in his eye, trying to pull the
mote out of his brother’s eye. Here is a man,
not simply with a splinter in his eye, or a stick
of wood, or a rail, but a beam, a great heavy
stick of timber, actually sticking right into his
eye. With this he walks around and endeavors
to wipe a little mote out of his brother's eye!
That was real, was it? So the Elder said.

Again, in Matt. 15:14, we have the parable
of one blind man leading another blind man.
Did that ever occur? Whoever saw it? Non-
sense, Again we have the parable in Luke 14,
of the king who made a great supper, and bid
many ; and when they would not come, he sent
out for the poor, lame, and blind to come in,
Not obtaining enough this way, he sent unto
his servants to compel them to come in from the
highways and hedges. Evidently no such thing
ever occurred. It'is merely a parable. So with
regard to the rich man and Lazarus. No such
literal fact over happened. The very parable
itself shows this. 'D. M. CaNriGHT.

(To be Continued.)

THE SINS OF BABYLON.

BapvLron is a symbol of those churches which
have united with the world.: They are repre-
sented as a city and as a great harlot. Rev.
18:2; 19:2. The Lord calls those professors
who will be friends with the world adulteresses,
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“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God ¢ whosoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God.” James 4:4.

The Lord calls his people out of Babylon in
the last days. ‘“And I heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out of her my peo-
ple, that ye be not partakers of her sin, and
that ye receive not of her plagues.” Rev. 18:
4, 'We must all receive the plagues of Babylon
if we continue to partake of her sins. It is
therefore very essential to understand what
those special sins of Babylon are, that we may
cleanse ourselves from them. .

These sins are plainly presented in the third
verse : ‘‘ For all nations have drunk of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings
of the earth have committed fornication with her,
and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich
through the abundance of her delicacies.”
are three things mentioned :—

1. The wine of the wrath of her fornication.
This is spoken of in the preceding chapter, and
it refers evidently to the false doctrines of the
Catholic Church with all thoge human command-
ments, traditions, and ceremonies, which she
has introduced in the place of the command.-
ments and ordinances of God. Many other
churches have retained more or less of this wine
of her fornication.

2. The kings of the earth have committed forni-
cation with her. Here the prophet speaks of
the unlawful union between church and state,
which hag taken place in thie earth. And this
includes the friendship of the world, which is
enmity with God.

3. The merchants oj’ the earth are waxed rich

through the abundance of her delicacies. This
shows how the members of these churches have
given themselves to luxury, vanity and pride,
Tliey have been carried away with worldly lusts,
and love to make a vain show.  Thus they pre-
sent a striking contrast to the poor and lowly
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a man of sorrow
and acquainted w1th grief,
* These three things are very offensive and
abominable in the sight of God. And that
which makes these sins more aggravating is that
those who commit them call themselves Churis-
tians, and thus blagspheme their Master and
Lord.

Those who desire to come out of Babylon and
not receive of her plagues need to consider this
carefully. It is not ehough that we change our
views and name. We must learn to obey the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
We must turn away from the counterfeit friend-
ship of the world, and open our hearts to our
best friend, that Jesus may- come in and sup
with us, and we with him. And we must cease
to strive for luxury and vain glory, and learn to
be meek and quiet in our conduct before God
and men, Jorn G, MATTESON.

HOW DIFFERENTLY MEN ARE CON-
STITUTED!

FroMm the same premises opposite conclusions
are drawn. How sirange! To illustrate, I
quote a late writer as follows :—

““No. 1 [the decalogue], does not contain a
single precept that will be needed by the saved
in the world to come. Look over the ten com-
mandments. Will these be necessary in the
kingdom of Heaven? Does any one believe it ?
Will a holy man need a commandment telling
him he must not murder, steal, swear, lie, or
commit adultery? ‘This covenant, No. 1, was
applicable to & hard-hearted, blind, and sinful
people that needed a curb bit. Such were the
Jows.”

The argument fully stated stands thus: 1.
All in the world to come will be holy persons,
2. No holy person will violate one of these pre-
cepts. These are the premises, and so far we
are agreed ; but how widely different the con-
clusions ! His conclusion is, 3. Therefore the
decalogue “was abolished, bemg ended at the
cross.”

From the same premises I come to the con-
clusion that these precepts will be law in the
world to come. No one will break them ; conse-
quently it will be the law or rule, without an
exception, to keep them., To make them the
law it is not necessary that any one should vi-
olate them. Itis poss1ble that the will of God
may be done perfectly ‘“in. earth as it is in
Heaven.” Will not his will then be law!?
‘When I read in prophecy that in the new earth
all flesh shall come from Sabbath to Sabbath to
worship the Lord, I infer that the Sabbath will
be observed by”all its inhabitants without an
exception, and therefore the Sabbath precept
will be a universal law. See Isa. 66 : 22, 23,

But for the fact that so many are now v1olat-

Here:

I

‘tradictory positions.

¥ . .
trous Persians have preserved it.

ing this precept, and desire to excuse themselves
in their disobedience, our writer had never made
his raid against the decalogue.

But supposing his inference to be sound, that
holy men-in the world to come will need no such

 restrictions as are contained in the ten command-

ments, does he not have them abolished eigh-
teen hundred years too soon? He must admit
that there are some men now that need such
laws. There are some ‘‘hard-hearted, blind,
and sinful people” now, that need a curb, as
well as the Jews of old. But perhaps the .dec-
alogue is abolished only in respect to such good
men ay he is. He concludes an argument
against the Sabbath thus: “ As he [Jesus] has
nowhere intimated that he wishes us to keep the
seventh day observed by the Jews, it is certainly
not enjoined upon his disciples. Here we rest,
trusting sweetly in. Him who keeps us in ‘ per-
fect peace.’” ‘

Jesus did affirm the perpetuity of every jot
and tittle of his law, till heaven and earth pass.
But as he never intimated that he wishes us to
keep the first day of the week, instead of the

| seventh, is not the conclusion full as logical that

it is certainly not enjoined upon his disciples.”
He has given a solemn warning to those who break
the commandiments and teach men so, but some
don’t seem to mind it. They think they are so
good that they do not need such precepts.
«1f men but kvew it, in their reckless strife,
They’re laboring hard to lose eternal life.”
Immediately after deciding that the ten com-
mandments will not be needed in the world to
come, because they are not suited to holy men,
the writer proceeds to present the two great
commandments as every way suitable to that
state. He says they ‘“ are eternal in their ap-
plication to all intelligent created beings, in all
generations, world without end.” Now follow-
ing his course of reasoning we ask, ‘“ Will a holy
man need a commandment telling him he must”

love the Lord with all his heart, and his neigh- |

bor as himself, to prevent his hating God and
his neighbor? ¢ Will these be necessary in the
kingdom of Heaven?”’ Butcan one love God
and his neighbor as required in these great pre-
copts, and at the same time violate one of the
ten commandments ¢ ¢ This is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments;” not as a griev-
ous burden, but as a delightful privilege.

The opposers of the law of God give painful
evidence of insanity. To say that no two of
them are agreed is not telling the whole truth.
No one of them can write & small tract in de-
fense of his theory, without taking several con-
If the fourth command-
ment has any determinate meaning, it com-
mands those to whom it is addressed to rest
from their own labor on the day on which God
rested from his. But our author argues that
the day the Jews were required to keep did not
correspond ““ with the seventh day of the orig-
inal week ;7 but was another day given to com-
memorate their deliverance from Egypt. On
another page he gets time all disarranged, and
drives us into an inextricable maze, by a long
day when the sun stood still in the time of Josh-
ua. Again he says, ‘“ Astronomical calculations
give evidence that the Lord’s day, now observed
by Christians generally, is the one first kept in
Eden. It appears quite plain that the Jews had
a new rest-day, not observed by other nations.
In Persia, where the patriarchs lived, the peo-
ple turned away from the worship of the true
and living God to the worshiping of the sun,
and called it ‘Sunday.” They did not lose the
(’)riginal rest-day, but changed the mode of wor-
ship.”

The original rest-day has not been lost, then,
though Joshua did command the sun to stand
still.  Astronomical calculations and the idola-
Those who
departed from the true God to idols still kept
the true Edenic Sabbath ; while Abraham and
his seed who were separated from idolatry and
called to the worship of the true God, had an-
other day to keep, enforced by a commandment
which caused them to believe that it was the
Sa,bbath, or rest-day of God, the day on which
he rested when he made the world !

The writer implies that there was a Sabbath
“firgt kept in Eden,” and that it was *“ob-
served by other nations.” If so, this Sabbath-
keeping was in accordance with a divine law.
If this was a law of God, Abraham kept it ; for
God testifies of him as follows: ¢ Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my, statutes, and my laws.” Gen.
26 :5. Abraham’s time was certainly more than
four hundred and thirty years before the deliv-

 erance from Egypt. And God said of Abraham,

I know him, that he will command his chil-
dren, and his household: after him,.and they
~shall keep the way of the Lord.” Now which

.soul may hear.

kept the true Edenic Sabbath? Abraham and
his seed, -or the idolatrous natlons from which
they were separated ? °

Astronomy is a'very exact science. It settles
the time of historic eclipses. But if you go back
of reliable human history, and undertake to tell
by astronomy the exact beginning of earthly
time and the day of the week on which God
rested, you will find as great a lack as Archim-
edes did when he said that the only thing which
hindered him from lifting the world was a ful-
crum on which to rest his lever.

I prefer to trust in God, in the second of Gen-
esis, in the fourth commandment, and in the
concurrent testimony of Christ and his apostles,
to inform me of the day on which He rested.

R. F. CorrreLL.

THE CROSS.

Tur great contral idea of Christianity is the
offering made for sin upon the cross, where our
adorable and gracious Lord gave up his life for
aan, Such has ever been the idea of salvation.
The Old Testament church looked forward to
this ; and the New Testament church points to
the cross as the only hope for man.

Some twenty-eight years since, on a Sunday
afternoon, as I was returning from church,
where I had heard an excellent (ly written) ser-
mon, as I thought, I fell in with an Englishman,
who, I found, was wholly dissatisfied with the
essay, as he termed it. I had been charmed
with its pith and good senge and learning. He

{was displeased, because, as he said, it left out

Christ and him crucified.  Said this strong, pos-
itive, but apparently good, man, ¢ No, sermon
is complete which does not point out Christ cru-
cified to all. No sermon is complete that does
not warn the hypocrite, invite the sinner, and
comfort the saint ; and each sermon, be it upon

any subject whatever, may be ingeniously turned

at its close so as to include the practical part of
Christianity, so that all classes may be reached ;
for it may be the last sermon that some poor
Some humble inquirer may be
listening eagerly for some word of instruction
that will tell him how he may find the way to
God ; and it is only by the.cross that man may
find salvation.” I do not recollect the man’s
name. 1 do not know that I quote his words
exactly ; but, as nearly as I can remember,
these were his ideas ; and his earnest manner
and strong anglo-saxon good sense, left a deep
impress upon my mind. Not only this, but to-
day I can say that his ideas are indelibly im-
pressed upon my memory ; while the very sub-
ject of the pleasing essay is forgotten, and only
the memory of the beauty of its style, its pol-
ished sentences, and its methodical and ﬁnlshed
arrangement, remains.

The cross of Christ, yes, the cross upon which
Jesus died, has a charm for poor sinners who
feel that they are lost while out of Christ. It
has a charm for those whose hearts are hard-
ened by contact with formalism ; for it makes
the heart tender to think of those a‘}gonies en-
dured for our sakes. \

All the considerations connected 5v1th this
fearful scene are affecting, and would do well
to adorn the most abstruse essays upon the most
knotty questions in theology ; or the (}.eepest in-
quiries into prophecy may leave a little margin
for this interesting and all-absorbing subject.
We would respectfully entreat every iood man
to give thls subject the place it demands in ev-
ery plea for the truth. . Jos. GLARKE,

2
A SHORT SERMON.

¢“SAY ye to the righteous, that it s;‘liall be well
with him : for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings. Wuoe unto the wicked !"if shall be ill
with him for the reward of his ha}nds shall be
given him.” Isa. 3:10, 11 £

We inquire, 1lst, Does the final result depend
upon, our life—our ““ doings™ ?

¢ For the work of a man shall he render unto
him, a,nd cause every man to find hlccordmg to
‘his ways.” Job 34:11. “ Thine eyes are open
upon all the ways of the sons of men, to give
every one gecording to his ways, and according
to the fruit of his doings.” Jer. 32:19. ¢ Ev-
ery man shall receive his own reward according
to his own labor.” 1 Cor. 8:8. “ Who will
render to every man according to his deeds: to
them who by patient continnance in well doing
seek for glory and honor and 1mmortal\ty,

eternal life : but unto them that are conten-’
| tious, and do not obey the truth, but obey un-

righteousness, indignation and wi'ath"tnbula.
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gen-

“tile ; but glory, honor, and peace, to every man
‘that worketh good, to the Jew first-and also to

the Gentile ; for thereis no réspect of persons
with God.” Rom. 2:6-11. *‘For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; that
every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to-that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad.” 2Cor. 5:10. * Whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption ; but he that soweth to the spir-
it shall of the spirit roap life everlasting.” Gal.
6:7, 8.

2d. When fulfilled?

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.”
Matt. 16:27. ¢ For the Lord himself shall de-
scend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God :
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
that are alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.” 1 Thess, 4:16, 17. ¢ Seeing it is
a righteous thing with God to recompense tribu-
lation to them that trouble you; and to you
who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Je-
sus shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power ; when he shall come to be glorified in his
saints.” 2 Thess. 1:6-10. ¢ Behold I .come
quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give ev-
ery man according as his work uha;ll be.” Rev.
22:12.

3d. Where fulfilled?

“Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit
the earth.” Matt. 5:5. ‘< But the meek shall
inherit the earth; and delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.” Ps 37:11. (See also
Ps. 37:9, 22,29, 3¢ ) “ And they went up on
the breadth of the earth, and compassed the .camp
of the saints about, and the beloved city : and
fire came down from Q6d out of heaven, and de-
voured them.” Rev. 20:9. ¢“Behold, the
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth :
much more the wicked and the sinner.” Prov.
11:81. ;

4th. How shall we estimate the opinions of men ¢

“To the Ia\."w and to the testimony: if they
speak not actording to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20.

* N. OreurT.

“BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD.?
“ Erse what shall they do which are baptized
for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?” 1 Cor.

1156 :29.

Thus baptism is emblematical of the resurrec-
tion, since it is meaningless *‘if the dead rise
not,” and a deceptive practice. It sets forth a
vivid ‘*likeness” of Christ’s death as & state, and
also a “‘likeness of his resurrection” therefrom. -
It has been well remarked by Dr. Clarke in ref-
erence to primitive baptism : ‘“ As they received
baptism as an emblem of death, in voluntarily
going under the water ; so they received it as
an emblem of the resurrection unto eternal life,
in coming up out of the water ; thus they are
baptized for the dead, in perfect faith of the res-
urrection.”

If this is the real meaning of the apostle, how
can sprinkling, or pouring, or trine dipping,
emblemize the resurrection? Christ was really
plunged into death once, and only once; and
raised therefrom once, and only once; but
neither sprinkling nor pouring emblemizes either
act, while trine dipping sets forth three deaths
and resurrections. Why, then, be baptized after
a wrong ‘‘ likeness” 9—=el.

Goop MorNing.—Don’t forget to say *“ Good
morning !” say it to your parents, your brothers
and sisters, your school mates, your teachers—
and say it cheerfully and with a smile; it will
do your friends good There’s a kind of inspi-
ration in every ‘‘good morning,” heartily and
smilingly spoker, that helps to make hope fresh-
er and work lighter, It really seems to make
the morning good and to be a prophecy of a
good day to come after it. And if this be true
of the ‘“‘gcod morning,” it is also true of all
kind heartsome greetings. They cheer the dis-
couraged, rest the tired one, and somehow make
the wheels of life run smoothly,—Christain

Index.

1 .Ix Christian life virtue grows strong bv resis-
tance.; experiences are sweetened by affliction ;
love ofkdu,ty is increased by sacrifice ; integrity
is established. by temptation ; and joy becomes
more precious through sorrow. .

N
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THE REPORT OF THE RPIES,

“Let us go up at once, and posssess it, for we are well able to
overcomo it.” Num.13:30.
Baok came the spies with weary feet
And fearful hearts, their tidings telling :
A land of precious things and sweet,
A goodly land to make our dwelling;
But strongly walled its cities rise,
Fierce giants there, we did discover ;
We seemed a8 nothing in their eyes,
Oh! no; we dare not venture ovef.

Then boldly spoke the faithful two,
Who held God’s truth with hearts undaunted.
The land, they said, ig fair to view,
Our heritage by God appointed.
He led us through the wilderness.
. His strength our feebleness shall cover.
Let us at once the land possess;
We are well able to go over.

But all the timid, trembling host,

Listened, dismayed and unbelieving,
Backward along the dreary coast

They turned, their faithful leader grieving;
And in the wilderness they fell,

Their graves the desert caverns cover,
The mournful fate its shadows tell

Of those who dared not venture over,

We linger in earth’s wilderness,
Dismayed and faint, a feeble nation;
We fail the promise to possess,
The peace of God, a full salvation.
With trembling hearts, with tearful eyes,
Upon its verge we mournful hover,
And say, < What glory lights those skies!
But ah! we fear to venture over.”’

¢It is a goodly land,”’ we say,
A land all precious gifts bestowing;
But oh! the giants in our way,
And Jordan’s waters wide o’erflowing!”
Yet when our heavenly Joshua leads,
The raging floods a path uncover;
The gracious Hand that guards and feeds,
Shall safely guide his people over.

!
Look back along the desert way,
Then 1ift to God our joyful chorus.
The hand that keeps from day to day
Bids the walled cities fall before us,
He saves us to the uttermost,
His righteousness our guilt shall cover ;
Press onward then, ye ransomed hosts,
Till all his people shall pass over.

|

Progress of the Guuse.

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bea\‘lngi\recious seed, shall doubts
less come again with rejoicing, brir-sing his sheaves with him.

—8Sel,

SILVER HILL, N. Y.

Bro. Harx and I spent Feb. 3 to 6 at
Silver Hill. It is one of our new churches
raised up lately by Brn. Taylor and Hall.
There are about fifteen or twenty Sabbath-
keepers here, all in the prime of life.  They
have an excellent school-house for, their
mectings. The friends came in from Picrre-
pont, Hermon, and Frie, so that we had the
house full. There was also a good repre-
sentation of the neighbors. Weather fine.

Sabbath morning, ten came forward for
prayers. Nine of them arose and fully de-
cided to become Christians. This rejoiced
us all. After a searching, practical dis-
course in the afternoon, we had a most
melting social meeting. Many hearty con-
fessions were made, wet down with tears.
Nearly every one took part. We felt very
happy. A Bro. and Sr, Russ, an cxcellent
couple, for whom we have been hoping a
year, here took a decided stand for the Sab-
bath. God blessed them in the aect, and
the little church praised the Lord.

Sunday the house was crowded all day.
In this county there are several new church-
es and a lot of children and young people.
I have seen about thirty of thesec make a
profession of religion in the last ten days.
‘This looks encouraging. Quite a number
of these young persons.are preparing to go
to owr College at Battle Creek. 'This
county ought to send a dozen there imme-
diately. . ,

Also there are some brethren in these
churches, who could be useful in the mes-
sage if they would devote themselves to the
work. New York is in distressing need of
a new generation of preachers,—men of
life, stir, and pushing energy. I don’t
know of so rich and so easy a field in all
the cause. ,

I am sorry to report that many of our
new friends in this county arve very much
in fault in the matter of dress and lack of
sacrifice for the cause. Jewelry, feathers,
and fashion, are painfully common. And
worse still, I have found a dozen tobacco-
users here, most of them in the church.
Somebody hasn’t done his duty in these
matters. The standard has been let down
altogether too low. We bore a plain testi- |
mony on these points. Good confessions’
were made. If these things cannot be put
away, they must not be taken into the
church; and if in, how can they expect to
remain there? We must do this; or yield
the ground entirely. )

!

Tuesday the church eame together for a
business mecting. All took hold well.
Systematic Benevolence was raised from
$30 to $104 per year, all being voted to the
Conference. Then they voted a third as
much for the T, .and M. work. Harvey
Dana was ordained eclder, and Stephen
Cobb, deacon. Other matters of import-
ance were attended to. Bro. Hall is with
me, We are of good health and good
hope. D. M. Caxricur.

VIRGINIA.

ArrmoueH we have been silent for some
time, we have not been snowed in, This
has however been the severest winter here
with deepest snow known for twenty years,
but now we are having delightful spring
weather.

After tent scason, we spent our time till
the middle of November in places where
we labored with the tent during the sum-
mer, principally in Page Co. This county
is situated between the Massanutton and
Blue Ridge ranges. Introducing the Sab-
bath truth therc was mostly like entering
a new ficld. It took some time to get an in-
fluence and overcome prejudice. This we
have succeeded in doing to a great extent.
About twenty-five commenced keeping the
Sabbath while there with the tent, but
nearly half did not stand the opposition,
and so turned back. There is a great dread
of being “ turned out” of church, and many
will shrink from the test; but a few are
still firm in Page Co.

Toward the last of tent season, threc
niinisters of the Disciple church attended
one of our meetings, and in a publie, defi-
ant, impudent manner challenged us to
meet them again in debate with the same
man, C. 8. Lucas, whom we met last spring
at Edinburg, Shew Co., Va. We paid but
little attention to them, but were afterward
informed that the time, place, and questions,
were arranged and published for a discus-
sion at Luray, Page Co., and one of their
ministers after all this, came and informed
us, and asked if we dare say we would be
on hand. We met them, Eld. Corliss c¢n-
gaging him. The debate lasted four days,
threc sessions per day. We affirmed the
Seventh-day Sabbath and they the first-day.
We learn that in the minds of the large
majority they lost the question, eight of
their own members conceding it and that
we have gained a decided victory. This
discussion was attended by over twenty
ministers of different denominations; and
I think we will not soon be troubled with
another disenssion about these parts.

In Page Co. we are having many urgent
calls. for labor, and large congregations
wherever we go. The middle of Dececember
wecommenced canvassing for our almanac
from house to house, but found this rather
slow work; so we concluded to call congre-
gations, and sell in them. About this time
Mrs. Lang returned from Mich., spent a few
days in this work with us, and then we en-
gaged in a protracted meeting among our
Jbrethren in Shenandoah Co. During these
meetings we enjoyed much of the convert-
ing power of the Spirit of God; and cvery
brother 4nd sister, including the young, ex-
cept one, has taken up the cross of- bear-
ing testimony in mecting. Family prayer
is established, and all have freed themselves
of tobacgo, and are working into the reforms
as fast as could be expected. Even old
father Wioods, about seventy-five years of
age, has put tobacco away.

The firgt Sabbath of the new year was a
good day to us; God blessed above measure.
‘When an’opportunity to come forward for
prayers was offered,about twenty responded,
all broken down. We have seldom seen
such deep feeling and wecping as all mani-
fested during the season of prayer, We
were remi{xded of Bowling Green, Ohio,
and Potterville, Mich. The meetings were
continued through the week with the same
interest; and on the second Sabbath, we

organized a church with about twenty hand-.

ing in théir names for membership, while
as many ‘more will probably soon join.
Bro. Simdon Woods was chosen clder, and
Bro. Charles Neff deacon. Sunday follow-
ing was'spent in a T. and M. Socjety meet-
ing, when we ordained these brethren and
arranged s. B. amounting to $100, This
soon will doubtless be raised $50 more by
those not present. I think there are now

-sixty Sabbath-keepers in these parts.

‘We have been in Va. one year; and look-
ing at what God has done, our hearts arc
touched with a sense of his goodness. We
knew not a pérson in Va. All looked on
us with more or less suspicion, and preju-
dice against us was very strong; now the

field is ours. We have a tent, and about

a ton of publications and periodicals for
the people. And right here let us express
our gratitude and thanks to the S. D. A.
Publishing Association and the dear breth-
ren for their kindness in supplying us with
these things so liberally, e have a live
tract eocicty, Sabbath-school, organized
church with a house of worship. God
has sent to our help our dear Bro. Sawyer
and family, and also brought a Bro. George
‘Woods, a Christian preacher, to see the
light of present truth, and is giving him a
fitting up for the work. All are united
and in harmony with the gifts, and with
the body generally, *

‘We are in good health and courage.
We are still engaged in selling almanacs
at full price and applying the proceeds to
the T. and M. Society funds.
already disposed of some sixty dollars’
worth, and expect to close out the thou-
sand this week and next. We have many
interesting items on almanae selling, which
we will give soon. The past weck, we
have sold some sixteen dollars’ worth, and
have one more appointment at which to
sell. After this work is done we expect to
commence new courses of lectures, hoping
God will prosper us even morc for the year
to come; and to him shall be all the glory.

There are free churchos scattered all
through this country, which afford excel-
lent upportunities to-get the truth before
the people. Desiring an interest in the
prayers of all God’s people, we remain as
ever, looking for the blessed hope of the
soon coming of our dear Redeemer.

E. B. LaxE,
E. 8. LaNE.
J. O. Coruvrss.

JOHNSON, VERMONT.

Tre following very interesting incident
should be of much encouragement to those
who are distributing tracts, sclling the
Health Almanaec, and spreading abroad the
printed pages of truth for these last days.
Sr. Gomoe embraced the truth four or five
yoars ago. Prayerfully and faithfully she
labored on alone until last June, when her
husband was brought to sce the light and
to take his stand firmly on the truth, Now
he is anxious that others share the same

blessing.
T copy this from a private letter from my
father, C. W. 8.

“ Bro. Gomoe and wife started out about
two weeks ago to sell almanacs and distrib-

ute tracts which he bought with his own.

money. They went as far as Fairfax and
were absent five days, calling at every
house leaving tracts and selling an almanac
if he could. In Cambridge they called on
a family of the name of Townsend. Five
days later, on their return, they chanced to
call at the same place to warm. The fami-
ly did not know them. As Sr.
went into the house she found the woman,
traet in hand, and tears running down her
cheeks. She immediately began to say, ¢ A
stranger left us these tracts, and we have
learned that the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord’ She and her husband were
both convineed. Bro. Gomoe is much en-
couraged, He is going to try it again.”

ROME, N. Y.

I am very glad to be able to report so
favorable a condition of things as I find
here. So far as I can learn, there is not
one of those who have fully taken their
stand for the truth but that is still holding
on and is more firm than ever before.

Two regular prayer-meetings per week
arc well sustained, the attendance some-
times numbering over forty; and their Sab-
bath-school and Sabbath meetings are in-
creasing in interest. Some are manifest-
ing the real missionary spirit, and the re-
sult is seen in the fact that the prayer and
Sabbath meetings are attended by some
who have not taken their stand on the
truth, but are favorably inclined toward it.
Some of these I believe will yet embrace
the trutlh, ‘ '

After the discourse on Sabbath, thirty
carnest testimonies were given in twenty-
five minutes.  The public services first-day
afternoon and evening were well attended.

B. L. Wurr~ey,

Feb. 6, 1877,

GEORGIA.

AvrrHouGH circumstances have prevented
my laboring publicly as I yet hope to do,
I 'find that what littlc has been done has
awakened an interest to hear more. Some
arc reading the Bible to see if these¢ things
are so. Others are saying, “Speak to us

‘We have

Gomoe’

again” “Come to our neighborhood, and
speak these things to our people.”

The people are friendly, as much so as I
have found them at the North. A tent
could be used here well in the winter, as
it seldom freezes but little. The way is
opening to reach the people, and speak the
truth to them. Reading matter is received
readily by many. C. O. Tayror.

- Quitman, Ga.

PRINCEVILLE, ILL.

AccorpING to appointment, my brother
Ivory and I met Bro, B. F. Merritt at this
place, Jan. 19, and held services in the Ad-
ventist house of worship the same cvening,
During the past three years the church has
been greatly discouraged on account of the
shameful conduct of some of the members.
God’s precious causc has been “wounded
in the house of its friends.” Zech. 13:6.
Finally, public worship was almost wholly
discontinued. Systematic Benevolence was
necither pledged nor paid, and our dear
Master has been dishonored.

‘We held fifteen meetings; and at several
of these we engaged in solemn, social exer-
cises, To the praisc of the Lord we write
that good has been accomplished. We
considered cach name on the church-roll.
Some were “cut off,” others were referved
to a committee, while others were gladly
retained. When the work of the commit-
tee is finished, perhaps the roll, as it will be
written in the new book of records, will
number thirty-five. To-day we say: “Some
arc lost!” 'Will it be so said at Christ’s
coming? “Bpare thy people, O Lord.”

Systematic Benevolence was taken in-
to consideration. One brother pledged
$50, to be paid in 1877. Lord, bless the
liberal. One young brother, discouraged
in the past, now is determined to “go for-
ward.” Last Sunday eve two arosc for
prayers.

Have been over in Marshall County this
weck, visiting Bro, Bliss. Spoke in his
meeting Tuesday cve. IHope he will see
fruit of his labor. 'We hope to celebrate
the rites of our Saviour’s humiliation and
death, with this church, next Sabbath,

Tt is whnecessary to backslide, Itis dan-
gerous to backslide, It is sinful to back-
slide. Princeville friends, learn by the
past, and I pray you, never backslide.

G. W. Cowrcorp.

Feb. 1, 1877, ‘

BLACK CREEK, WISCONSIN.

I mave closed my labors at this place
for the present, having established partial
organization, mectings, and Sabbath-school.
Seventeen signed the covenant, and others
living at a distance will do so when we
shall more fully organize. Bro.T. E. Thorp
was chosen leader. Much prejudice exists
around them. Many of the people are well
desceribed in Zech. 7:11, 12; but we trust
the brethren will walk in the counsel of the
Lord, and retain his blessing with them,

I was happy to form the acquaintance of
Bro. Morris Reed and family of Seymour;
six miles from this place. He has been a
prominent member of the Methodist church
and a licensed preacher amongst them.
Lately they have embraced the truth, and
arc rejoicing in it. I trust the way will
appear to him for usefulness in the work
of the Lord.

Jan. 27 and 28, a few of us met with the
brethren at Duck Creek in quarterly meet-
ing, and we felt that the Lord blessed us frec-
ly. Muddy roads now make it impracticable
to open meetings at present in this vieinity.

Gro. C. TexNEY.,

ONONDAGA, MICH.

I am now holding a series of meet-
ings mear Onondaga, Ingham County,
in the same school-house in which our
dear Bro. Bates held meetings some nine-
teen years ago, when Bro. I. D. VanHorn
embraced the faith while teaching the
school there, Bro. Bates was persecuted
at .this place by church members, and the
school-house was closed by a vote of the
school district. There have been no meect-
ings of any account since, until I came here
by invitation about two weeks ago. It has
been a very pleasant time to hold meetings,
attendance has been good, and a goodly
number appear interested.

I expect to stay here as long as the inter-
est may demand. I found ome sister that
has kept the Sabbath ever since Bro. Bates

.was here, He predicted the coming to

naught of them that fought the truth, and
g0 it has come to pass, as I am told. Their
course has been downward; and the men
are mostly all dead.
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Spiritualism was triumphing here at that
time, but it is mostly gone. When I gave
out to speak on that subject, a few of them
appeared to oppose, and tried their power
to stop me by mesmerism, but through the
help of the Lord I was not overpowered,
and the mass of those present were in my
favor. * J. B. Frissx.

HYMER, KANSAS.

Ox last Sabbath we held our first Sab-

bath meeting. Our friends from Elm Creek
were with us, also some S. D. Baptist friends
from Lower Diamond Creek. We had a
good meeting, the Spirit of the Lord being
present to bless while we waited before
him.
. Eight or ten have taken hold of the Sab-
bath; and from present indications we ex-
pect as many more before we close the
meetings. J. Laxoxr.

Feb. 1, 1877, ’

CANASARAGA AND CHITTENANGO,
NEW YORXK.

TaE blessing of the Lord continues upon
the work at Canasaraga. Last Sabbath
only two of our brethren from abroad were
able to mect with us, but we had an excel-
lent meeting. Despite the very unfavora-
ble weather and roads made bad by the
thaw, there were tiwenty-six present. Three
more started to keep the Sabbath, One
young man and his wife. He said he knew
not how they should live, how it would be
about finding employment, that he should
lose his present situation, but he would
obey God, and trust him. The other is a
brother of means and influence; and when he
resumes business, which he expects to do
shortly, he will afford employment to quite
a number of Sabbath-keepers. ‘

I have now held meetings here every
night for fivé weeks. 'The attendance con-
tinues good; but I shall have to adjourn
after to-night, F'eb. 4. The people in Chit-
tenango are much interested. The busi-
ness men, especially the -nonprofessors, are
very desirous to have opportunity to hear.
A paper was circulated on Friday morning,
and in a very brief time sufficient money
was subscribed to hire the largest and best
hall in the village, including fuel and lights,
for seven nights. I shall commence meet-
ings there, D. V., Monday, Feb. 5, There
is mueh talk of securing some able ortho-
dox minister to present their side of the
question.

The Lord has now opened the way here.
Pray that wisdom may be given me so to

resent the truth in humility and love that
od will bless it to honest hearts.
Cras. B. Rev~oLps,

NEBRASKA.

My meetings at the Seeley school-house
closed last Sunday evening. Last March
I held aseries of meetings six miles from
here, at which time an interest was awak-
ened in this neighborhood; but the open-
ing spring made it impracticable to hold
meetings at that time. Meetings have been
lield here by different denominations. The
peace and safety cry sounded till the fears
of the people were in a great measure
quieted, and then their minds prejudiced by
false reports concerning our faith,

It was expected that I would be here
sometime during this winter, and on arriv-
ing, I learned that arrangements were made
for - the commencement of a protracted
meeting a8 soon as it was learned when my
meeting would begin. But the use of the
house was secured, and my appointment
announced one evening in advance of theirs.

There has been a very strong prejudice
to meet, but the Spirit of the Lord has been
manifestly at work. Some have dared to
investigate. Four, all heads of different
families, have signed the covenant. Ihope
for others to unite with them. The pro-
tracted meeting is to commence this even-
ing. I intend to remain a few days to
strengthen and cneourage.

Cuas. L. Boyp.

Sutton, Clay Co., Neb., Feb. 6.

"REPORT OF MEETINGS.

Froay, Jan, 19, I met with the church
in .Smithland, Iowa, and continued meet-
ings until Tuesday evéning, Jan. 23. The

" Lrethren have purchased the bnilding form-
erly used for a school-house, and having
reseated and repaired it, they now have a
neat, commodious house of worship. Sun-
day afternoon it was dedicated. to the wor-
ship of God. It was a pleasant season for
us all. Six were added to the church,

Several others will unite soon. I think
God has blessed the zeal of the Smithland

church, in scattering books and tracts and .

in doing general missionary labor. The
outside interest was good. Our congrega-
tions were large all the time we were there;
and the Spirit of the Lord seemed to be in
onr midst as we tried to impress upon the
minds of the people the importance of
making a practical application of the truth.
I returned to Dakota, Jan. 24, and re-
sumed meetings in a country place about
six miles south of Elk Point village, where
I had been laboring for several weeks, and
where a few had taken a stand on the
truth. Sunday, the 28th, we baptized four-
teen in the Missouri, We then organized
a church of twenty-six to be known as the
Elk Point church. A few of these were
Sabbath-keepers before. We organized
Systematic Benevolence to the amount of
$142.00. There are others that we hope
will unite with us soon. Pray for the cause
in Dakota. E. W. FARNSWORTI.
Elk Point, Union Co., Dak., Feb. 2.

TENNESSER.

A pay’s ride from Franklin brought me
to Edgefield Junction, where I held two
meetings while preparations were being
made to visit Bro. Osborn, who was eigh-
teen miles away. Leaving Edgefield, an-
other weary day’s journey over hills and
through mud, and I found myself once
more listening to the solemn voice of an
Adventist preacher, which seemed truly re-
freshing. I remained two days, spoke
twice, and then returned to Union Hill, six
miles from Kdgefield, and began a course
of lectures Jan. 81. I have spoken seven
times. The roads are muddy, and the
nights dark, but the interest is good.
Book sales amount to $4.25. Bro. G. K.
Owen remains with Bro. Osborn. Breth-
ren, I ask your prayers.

" OrrANDO SOULE,

TEXAS.

As I am receiving many letters from the
friends of the cause with regard to the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of Texas, I
will make a few brief statements through
the paper.

The staple products of Texas are wheat,
cotton, anc corn. The climate is fine and
healthful. There is almost always a cool
breeze from the gulf during the spring and
summer months, During July and August,
it is generally dry. The water is quite
hard, and most people in Dallas are buying
it at that, and paying twenty cents’per bar-
rel. Fruit an£ potatoes are high.

The people are very kind and courteous.
It seems to be a good fleld for religions la-
bor. We, as a church, welcome to our
midst any that are in good standing among
Seventh-day Adventists.

J. F. Bantuz.

-

NCRTH VINELAND, N. J.

Tue minds of the people in this vicinity,
and near here, are being stirred with the
solemn truths for this time. Through the
distribution of tracts, and a few lectures in
private houses, five have taken a decided
stand upon the Sabbath, and others are in-
vestigating. It was affecting in our last
Sabbath meeting to see the streaming eyes,
and to hear the thankfulness expressed for
the precious light, from those who had just
embraced it. ~

‘We ask the prayers of God’s people that
we may live so humble that the Lord can
use us for the advancement of his glorious
work, W J. BoynTox,

Feb, 5.

QUARTERLY REPORT OF KANSAS
T. AND M. SOCIETY.

Tae fourth quarterly report of the Kan-
sas T. and M. Society for the quarter end-
ing, December, 1876, is as follows:—

Amt. paid on membership, $18.00

Donations, 13.15
Book sales, 22.15
Total, $48.30

No. of districts, 6; reported, 4. No. of
families visited, 33; No. of letters written,
18; No. of new paying subscribers for the
Review, 5; INstrUCTOR, 9; REFORMER, 2;
Apvext TipENDE, 1; No. of ReEviews sent
to friends on trial, 4; No. of periodicals
distributed, 464; No. of pages of tracts and
pamphlets distributed, 431,189,

Joux GiBss.

Williamsburg, Kansas.

this?

NICE AND CONVENIENT.

I was at the house of the director of
Dist. No. 3. He showed me an arrange-
ment in his possession for keeping our va-
rious tracts, pamphlets, and bound books,
in an orderly and systematic manner. It
was a book case with compartments or
pigeon holes for each of our various tracts
and pamphlets, with shelves for bound
books, with an appropriate place for blank
reports and other T. and M. Society records.
Tach pigeon hole had a printed label be-
neath designating the title of the publica-
tion there found, thus enabling yvou readily
to put your fingers on anything you wish
without fumbling over a large pile promis-
cuously thrown together.

Not a better set of publications can be
found in the world than ours, and we de-
sire to see them highly prized by all who
love the truth. Those who apply them-
selves with diligence to do their work cor-
rectly and orderly, are the ones to fill places
of responsibility and trust, however small
the position may seem to be. Magnify
your office. Do you ask why we write
Because there' are other directors
and librarians in Ohio and elsewhere. No
more on this point at present.

‘ H. A. St. Jonx.

“LET THERE BE LIGHT.”

Frizxps or taE CausE: You need not
stay away from the evening services be-
cause the nights are sometimes quite dark.
Buy a good lantern; carry it in hand, or
hang it on the “dash board”; and thus
“let there be light” on the foot-path orin
the wheel-track. No danger. Now if you
stay at home is it not religious (?) laziness?
‘ G. W. Corcorp.

TO THE BRETHREN IN ILLINOIS.

A FALSE REPORT CORRECTED,

- Durive the last few months, I have re-
ceived several letters from brethren in dif-
ferent parts of the State asking me if I had
left the Seventh-day Adventists and united
with the Christian or Campbellite denomin-
nation, stating that it was so reported and
that the Campbellites were boasting about
it. : ’

‘Who has thus “ slanderously reported?
concerning me I know not. Tis true I
have held meetings in churches belonging
to that society; but I have preached equal-
ly as mnch, and perhaps more, in churches
belonging to other denominations. And
have also received partial remuneration for
such labor by members of different denom-
inations. But I did not know that that con-
stituted me a member of that society.

My faith is unchanged. In fact, I have
never seen the time during the last ten
years that T was more firmly established
upon the leading doctrines taught by Sev-
enth-day Adventists than now. TrueIhave
done but little in the cause the past sum-
mer and fall. I have given way to a spir-
it-of discouragement when I ought not;
partly on account of poor health; but I ex-
pect, by the grace of God, to do detter in
the future. I hope cheerfully to labor on
with the reapers till the work is dope, and
then share in the glory of the harvest home.
I believe that “the winter is past, the
rain is over and gone; the flowers appear
on the earth; the tine of the sipging of
birds is come;” and I feel determined to
arise with the work.

It seems that the glorious era of the
third angel’s message is dawnidg. It is
going with power. The Tract and Mis-
sionary Society is already accomplishing
wonders; and what shall we say/ of the fu-
ture? When twenty thousand good, intel-
ligent Seventh-day Adventists will conse-
crate their property and lives to this work,
and go forth armed with papers, tracts, and
pamphlets, having the sword of the Spirit
at their command, and visit the jpeople at
their homes, pray with them, and beseech
thent to aceept the saving truths of God
for this age; then we may expect a mighty
work to be done and this cause to_close up
gloriously. May the Lord hasten it in his
own good time. C. H. Briss.

Henry, Ill., Feb. 1. .

DIST. NO. 8, N. Y. AND PA. T. AND

M. SOCIETY.

Dear BrRETHREN AND SisTERS: We are
drawing near the elose of another quarter
in our Tract Society, and what have we
done? No member should feel satisfied
without obtaining at least one snbscriber
for the Sicys and the Hravra REForMEER.

. dence.

This can be done without much effort.
But, dear brethren, can it be said that we
have done what we could, if we do no more
than that?. Can we not look back in our
experience, and sce where we have failed
to do all we could in sowing the precious
seeds of truth? 'When are we going to be-
gin to redeem the time and carefully and
wisely use the golden moments as they
come to us laden with the responsibilities
of the hour? The time for labor in this
cause will soon be past, and who will come
again rejoicing bringing their sheaves with
them? Will it not be those who go forth
weeping, bearing precious seed?

‘We have ‘many tracts and pamphlots in
our librarieg, that ought to be out preach-
ing the truth in the homes of the people..
They will do ¢heir work faithfully and
well if we only do owr duty. Shall we al-
low the quarter to end, and not spend at
least one or two days in carrying the light
to those who git in darkness? Can we be
so lukewarm as to look on with indiffer-
ence, and see so much that ought to be
done, and still plod on in our worldly pur-
suits, heedless of the storm of wrath which
is so soon to burst upon a world lying in:
wickedness? When shall we heed the
counsel of the True Witness, and become
more alive to the wants of God’s cause and
its claims upon us? We have no time to
lose; the enemy is stealing a march on us,
I fear, and we shall only learn our situation
when it is too late, if we do not heed the
stirring testimony of God’s servants, and
move forward as the Lord has 80 plainly
pointed out by his Spirit and his provi-
Our pledges to the Tract Society,
of a sum equal to one-third of our s. B,
should be handed to the librayian. with our
quarterly reports, at least one week pre-
vious to our quarterly meeting, which will
be held about March 4, of which due no-
tice will be given. Y

Let us be prompt with'all our work, and
not sleep as do others. May we be able to
put on the whole armor, and thus do good
service in the Master’s cause, A little way
in the future we shall know how much we
love these.truths, and how much they have
affected our lives. " May God grant that we
may not deceiveiourselves in these things.

M. H. Brown, Director.

g@bg‘fﬁmg Flaticeg,
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DiED, at the residence of her daughter, in East
Leroy, Mich., Feb. 4, 1877, sister Nancy E. Grant,
aged 55 years, 4 months, and 22 days. Sr. G, re-
moved to Michigan in 1837, and became & member
of the Battle Creek church at its first organization.
She has remained & faithful and consistent member
ever since. A large congregation attended the fu-

neral at our house of worship, the 6th, Remarks.

were based on the assurance David gives us of a
resurrection and future immortal life in Ps. 116:
15, whieh, according to Calmet’s version, should
read, ¢ Too precious in the eyes of Jechovah are his
saints to give them up to death.” U. s.

Diep, in Mount Hope, Grant Co., Wis,, Jan. 11,
1877, Mr. Melvin Mayhew, at the advanced age
of eighty-six. His funeral services were attended
by a large congregation of relatives and friends,
Eld. Jeffarson, Methodist, officiating.

Also on the 21st of the same month, Mrs, Lucy
Mayhew, wife of Melvin Mayhew fell asleep in
Jesus, as we trust, aged seventy-nine years and
eight months. Thus has this aged couple passed
away 8o near together. Mrs. Mayhew attended
the funeral of her husband, but on returning home
wag soon taken sick, and died as above stated.

The writer of this was informed that this aged
father and mother had lived together for over
sixty-three years without one word of difficulty
ever passing between them, This is a beautiful
example for those just setting out in the marriage
relation., They have been keeping the Sabbath
for over a year past, and were believers in the .
third angel’s message, though they never had
united with our people. The funeral sermon of
Mrs, Mayhew was preached by the writer, assisted
by Eld. Jefferson, Methodist. Text 1 Cor. 15:85.

E. M. CrANDALL.

e e

Diep, in Bunker Hill, Mieh., Jan. 9, 1877,
Sarah Philo, aged eighty-one years, one month,
and twenty-seven days.

Our dear mother embraced the truths.of the third
angel's message nearly twenty years ago, since
which time she has lived a life devoted to those
truths which she held most dear. According to
her wishes, she sank peacefully to rest without a
struggle, She leaves children and grandehildren.
to mourn their loss. X

While our hearts are made tender by the affiic-
tions of death, and we miss and deplore the de-
parted, Ileaven seems nearer and the hope of the
Christian dearer than before. TFuneral discourse
from Mbatt. 13:48, by A. J. Richmond. ¢ Then

| shall the righteous shine forth ag the sun in the

Who hath ears to hear

kingdom of their Father.
Hanysu JANES.

let him hear.”

Dmﬁ},i’n Ovid, Mich., after a brief illness, Rob-
bie, infant.son of Sr. Maria Ferry, aged six months.
L. L. Hauvey.
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The Papacy.

Tur papacy is one of the great focal points of
prophecy, therefore everything pertaining to it,
past or present, which throws any new light on
its character and purposes, is of interest to the
Bible student. It is for this reason we give the
article from the Christian Weekly entitled, « The
Moral of the Story of Canossa.” The reader
will find there an ample array of facts to show
that while the scepter is smitten from its hands,
it is struck with a degree of blindness and pre-
sumption well befitting its near approach to
final destruction. As a mighty angel, in the
impressive imagery of the Apocalypse, took up
a stone like a great millstone and cast it into the
sea, s0 with violence shall great Babylon be
thrown down. And we are well assured that
the victims of her arrogance and oppression
will soon be called upon to rejoice over her as
she receives the just vengeance of Heaven.

U. s

Value of Missioﬁary Efforts.

Tar Judgment day and Eiernity alone will
reveal it. Sometime you may know who is
saved by means of the day’s work you did at
canvassing, or by the dollars you gave for the
distribution of good reading, of periodicals and
tracts la,dé‘p with truth for these last days.

h c. W, s,

Sunshine Series.

A vYouNne criﬁg of ten summers, living in S.
Troy, Vt., who has walked several miles to sell
almanacs, says, ‘I have read ‘Sunshine Series.’
I think ¢ Bertha’s Graveyard’ is the best story,
and that it wouldn’t hwt older people to read
it.” B o W. s

>
<

That One Sibscriber.

Have you obtained that: one subscriber for
the Siens and RerorMER ?  Our canvassers are
having slow and laborious work in gaining sub-
seribers, and may God bless them for hanging
on so persistently ; bub they should have the
help of the rank and file of the T. and M. Soci-
ety. It will bring great relief if our brethren
and sisters will each obtain that one subscriber.
Come, one and all, look about you for at least
one subscriber for SieNs and REerorMER. If

you cannot get a subscriber, be resolved that}

you will send the paper and journal to some one,
and .pay for it yourself. Every report at our
next T. and M. quarterly meetings should rep-
resent one subscriber for Stens and one for the
Rerormer. Think, think, think, act, act, act.
H. A. 8r. Jorw.

Tell It, Write It.

My brother, why don’t you write for our
paper? ‘1 don’t know how, I have not the
ability, I don’t know what to write.” Yes, thatis
the short answer always given, but it is a very poor
one. Life begetslife ; acting gives power to act ;
exercising strength, gives more strength ; thought
produces thought. Good, sound thoughts do not
come without calling any more than any other
good thing. Money buried in the ground never
produces more money. Remember the parable
of the buried talent.

Everywhere we go I am’constantly meéeting
brethren who have many an interesting’incident
or experience to relate, bearing directly upon
the interest of present truth. Many of these
are deeply interesting and very instructive.
Besides, they would cheer the hearts of the be-
Lievers everywhere. 'Why not pen them down
and send them along ¢

Do you wish to write an article for the Re-
vigw or the RrroryMer? do not wait for some
leisure hour or day, then sit down, get our your
paper, open your ink bottle, dip in your pen,
and for the first time -begin to brush your hair
to start an idea, as a man would beat the bush
to start a rabbit. No, my brother, the first
thing is to get the rabbit in the bush, then it
will not take much of an effort to start him
out, But that is the point, how will you
get the rabbit there? KEasy done, my friend,
Have a little blank book in one pocket, a pencil
in the other. Now watch; when you are rid-
ing, walking, working, waiting, listening, and

you get a bright thought on something which |
looks clear to your mind, out with your peneil,’

put it right down. You need not stop to write
an article either, but just two or three senfences
to call up the subject again when you héve leis-

3

ure to write. Practice this for a little while, and
you will soon have notes enough for several ar-
ticles, they need not be long ones. Then im-

| prove the first half hour you have, gnd com-

mence to write them out. When you get
through stop, sign your name, and send it on.
D. M., CANRIGHT.

The Jews Require a Sign.

Tur fulfillment of prophedy in the advent and
mission of Jesus was not sufficient to satisfy the
Jews. They asked for a sign in the sky. They
were not indulged in this; the word to them
was, ‘‘They have Moses and the prophets, let
them hear them;” and ¢ if they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither would they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead.”

A very pious old lady, in the place from
which I write, owns that we are keeping the
right day, the one mentioned in the fourth
commandment, but is praying earnestly that if
it is her duty to keep it the Lord. will make her
sick or lame some Sabbath morning, or in some
way make it impossible for her to work on that
day, and then she will believe that she ought to
turn and keep it. I hepe she will obey the
word of God, whether he grants her request or
not. We should not ask God for a sign whether
we should obey his word or not, plainly ex-
pressed. But I hope to hear that her convic-
tions have resulted in obedience. If God is
willing to wet and dry the fleece for her, I will
not object. R. F. C.

- Guns for the Turks.

Tug New York Herald of June 10 says :—

f“On the 28th of December last the British
steamship King Arthur sailed from New Haven,
having cleared for Constantinople direct, with
munitions of war for the Turkish government,
as follows: 10,000,000 cartridges, 10,000,000
bullets, 10,000,600 Martini-Henry shells, 40,-
000 scabbards, 50,000,000 gun-wads and 43 pack-
ages of miscellaneous merchandise. The total
value of this cargo was $1,334,000, and was said
to have been the most valuable ever cleared
from the port of New Haven.

““The steamship Lotus, now lying at pier No.
53, North River, has been for some time past
loading with Martini-Henry rifles, which have
been made ‘for the Turkish government. The
weapons are the manufacture of the Providence
Tool Company, of Providence, R. L., while the
ammunition which will accompany the guns is
made by the Winchester Company, of New Ha-
ven. '

" ““The cargo of the Lotus will consist probably

of 76,000 iiﬂes, with scabbards and bayonets;
about 20,000,000 metallic cartridges and an. ap-
propriate number of wads. The contract for
these munitions of war was made between the
Turkish government and the American manu-
facturing companies alluded to about two years
ago.” ;

@"Realﬁ‘; campibals have been discovered by

missionariés on the islands of New. Britain and
New Irelafpd, off the northeast coast of New
Guinea. These natives are nude savages of the
Oriental negro type,who live more like beasts
than hunia}xfl beings. The Rev. George Brown,
a Wesleygn missionary, reports that he saw
women ro'aisting the leg and thigh of a man who
had been killed in a fight. In another hut
smoke~drie§ human flesh was hanging. In an-
other he coiunted thirty-five jaw bones of men
and women. Cannibalism seemed to be com-
mon throughout the islands, not as a religious
rite, but as an ordinary means of subsistence.—
Religious Iﬁt‘gll’igemer.

WerE it the design or province of faith to say
to a literal mountain, ¢ Be thou removed to
yonder place;;}’ it would obey instanily ; for that
could be done by force far inferior to faith it-
self. An eafthquake, a subterranean explosion.
could do that. Faith takes hold of objects more
stubborn thah a mountain, does what the Gmsars
never did, controls spirit. ‘This is the victory
that overcomes the world, even your faith.”

7

Labor.

I HAVE two boys, aged 15 and 18 years, who
wish to hire out to Sabbath-keepers.
/ Address, Jacor F. Mavxk,
Belleflower, McLean Co., Ill.

" Two young men, Albert Frank and Silvester
Redington, of Russell, St. Lawrence Co., N, Y.,
would like to work on a farm for some Sabbath-
keeper in Mich. Place near Battle Creek pre-
ferred.

A BrorHER in Ishpeming, Mich, , would like
to know if there is any Sabbath-keeper who
could employ him in any kind of work. He is

used o hiard work. Address, .
’ P. AHLSTEN,
Ishpeming, Mich., Box 93. '

Shoemaker.

Axy thriving commnunity wanting a Seventh-
day Adventist shoemaker, please address the
subscriber. Wisconsin preferred. .

) ] U. AFFOLSTER.,
Awon Centre, Rock Co., Wis.

European Mission.

James White. . ... $100 James Harvey. ..$100
W. H. Hall ...... 100 Wm, Ings.......... 50
R. G. Lockwood....50 A.S. Hutchins and

Julia M. Rhodes... 50  wife .......... 100

H. D. Soule...... 100 Eldon H. Pullen..

S. N. Haskell .... 50

Dypointments,

A~ 0 B TP > Pl

And ag ye go, preach, gaying, The kingdom of Ie a ven is at hand.”
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THE pext quarterly meeting of the church at
Mt. Hope, Grant Co., Wis., will be held Sab-
bath and Sunday, Feb. 24 and 25. The breth-
ren at Waterloo and Sand Prairie are invited.

Can some of the ministering brethren meet with'

us? Witriam Procrowr, Elder.

I wirt hold meetings with the church in Chi-
cago, commencing. Wednesday evening, Feb. 21,
and continuing till the 25th.
* H. W. Dgecker.

TaE next general meeting of the Wis. T. and
M. Society will be held at Baraboo, commenc-
ing March 9, at 10 A. ., and continuing over
Sabbath and Sunday. We hope to see a gener-
al attendance of the directors, also of our min-
isters who are situated so they can come.

I appoint district meetings to be held in all
the districts in the State, Feb. 25, at 10 A. M.

H. W. Decker, Pres.

THE next district quarterly meeting of the
Tract ‘and Missionary Society of Dist. No. 7,
will be held at Ithaca, Gratiot Co., Mich., Feb.
24 and 25. 'Will the librarian of each church
please send in his report and also the number
of members belonging to T. and M. Society, to
Mrs. R. 8. Phippeny, Ithaca, Mich ? A general
attendance is desired.

Frangrin Squirg, Director,

Tuscola Co., Mich.,

BrMwoop, Feb. 21, 7 » m
Fairgrove, “ 22, o
Watrousville, 24,25, 11 A .,
Vassar, “ 26, 7 p. M
Tuscola, “ 27,2and 7P M
Thetford, “ 28, 7T e

[TEN 1}

Mt. Morris, March 1, 7

Systematic Benevolence and missionary work
will be looked after at all of these meetings, and
at Watrousville the church will be re-organized,
and all other businessjattended to that is neces-
sary. Hope to see all our friends at these meet-
ings. J. Farco.

E. P. Doup.

ProviDENCE permitting, we will commence
meetings in the village of Loyal, Clark Co.,
Wis., commencing Thursday evening at 7 ». M.,
Feb. 22, and continuing over Sabbath and first-
day. Dedication services will be held on first-
day at half past ten, A. M. We invite a general
attendance from Maple Works, and Nasonville.
Bring all your interested friends. Will some
one meet us at Nealsville on Thursday morning
the 22d, with team to carry us to place of meet-
ing? We will be there Wednesday evening.

’ 1. SAxNBORN.

Kirxvizzg, N. Y., Feb. 17 and 18. We
hope to see a general attendance of the breth-
ren of Dist. No. 8 at this mesting,

North Creek, N. Y., Feb., 24 and 25, We
want to see every Sabbath-keeper in Dist. No,
6 at this meeting, and we also invite the breth-
ren from Dist. No. 5 to meet with us. Will
Eld. Jacob Wilbur meet me here? Brethren,
let us make a special effort to attend the North
Creek meeting. B. L. WHIINEY.

QuarrerLY T. and M. meetings in Maine as
follows :—
Dist. No. 2, Allen’s Corner, at Deering,
March 11, at 1 . .
Gro. W. Varxxey, Director,

Dist. No. 3, at Linneus, Byron school-house,
March 11, at 1 ». .

Exos LEeavirr, Director.

Dist. No. 1, at South Norridgewock, March
18, at 9 A. M. T. S. Emory, Director.

General quarterly meeting at South Norridge-
wock, March 18, at 10 A. M.
‘We request every member to send in a report,
If you have done nothing, then send in a blank.
J. B. GoopricH.

Tuere will be a T. and M. meeting for Dist.
No. 1, at Bourbon, ITnd., Feb. 24 and 25. Let
us have 'a report from every member, and a
large turnout, and that will insure us a good
meeting. Can Eld. S. H. Lane be with us?

J. D. SsmrinG, Director.

MaNsvILLE, Tuesday, Feb. 20.

Meeting will begin at 10 A. M., and close at 4
?. M. Noevening meeting. We make a special
request that every member of the church attend,

| however far away he may live.

Parish, Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 1 ». M., also
meeting at eVening.
‘West Monroe, at Bro. Bowe’s, Feb. 23-26.
Roosevelt and Vermillion invited.
Vermillion, Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 10 . u. till
4 p. m. No evening meeting.
D. M. CaxricHT.

I winr meet with the following churches in
northern Kansas at their quarterly meetings:—
Pleasant Valley, Feb. 24 and 25.
Palermo, Doniphan Co., March 3 and 4.

Meetings to begin at each place on Friday
evening. I will continue meetings during the
week in Jefferson. Co., where the brethren may
arrange. Hope for a general turnout.

Cuas. F. SrevENs.

Businesg Peparfment.

Rom. 11:12,

G

“ Not slothful in Business.
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