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HOME MISSIONARY HYMN.

{About seven hundred hymns and poems were sub-
mitted to the committee, and they were to select the
‘hymn best adapted to the home missionary work, and
to give the writer of it $100. To the writer of the
best poem for the same purpose they were to give $50.
They failed to select a poem, but unanimously agreed
apon the hymn bel w as the best, on the whole, for the
object proposed. But the writer of it required, as a
condition of accepting the reward, that her name should
not be given to the public, but that the hymn, if pub-
lished, should be announced as by “ alady of Virginia.”
The hymn which has been accepted, deserves, as it will
a0 donbt secure, a permanent place iu our American
hymunology. We have great pleasure in laying it be-
fore our readers.]

SainTs of God ! the dawn is brightening,
Tokens of our coming Lord;
Q’er the earth the field is whitening;
Louder rings the Master’s word,—
“Pray for reapers
In the harvest of the Lord.”

Feebly now they toil in sadness,
Weeping o’er the waste around,
Slowly gathering grains of gladness,
While their echoing cries resound,—
“Pray that reapers
In God’s harvest may abound.”

Now, O Lord, fulfill thy pleasure,
Breathe upon thy chosen band,
And with pentecostal measure,
Send forth reapers o’er our land,—
Faithful reapers,
Gathering sheaves for thy right hand.

Qcean calleth unto ocean,
Heralds speed from shore to shore,
Heralding the world’s commotion;
Hear the confiict at our door,—
Mighty conflict,—
Satan’s death-cry on our shore!

Broad the shadow of our nation,
* Fager millions hither roam ;
Lo! they wait for thy salvation;
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come;
By thy Spirit,
Bring thy ransomed people home,

Soon shall end the time of weeping,
Soon the reaping time will come,—
Heaven and earth together keeping
God’s eternal harvest home:
Saints and angels
Shout the world’s great harvest home.

THE REVIEW EXTRA.

IT may be proper here to state something
with reference to the object of the Extra, its
migsion, how often it is to be issued, how it
is to be sustained, etec.

Those having the burden of the missionary
work have long felt the need of a sheet pub-
lished in behalf of the Tract Societies. Many

things should be said from time to time in.

reference to the system of the tract work, and
particulars relating to its minute workings
should be given, which would be more fitting
in a sheet devoted to that purpose than in
the REviEw. Then the REVIEW is becoming
crowded with other matter of interest and
importance, and will become more so as the
work increases. Therefore, it has been
thought best to issue an extra, quarterly
or oftener, as the interests of the cause may
require. It will contain reports of tract
meetings, incidents, extracts from letters re-
ceived by missionary workers ; questions will
be answered, members will be told how to
work, etc., etc.

How it should be sustained was a question
for much thought. At first it was suggested
to have a subscription price, and to send it
to regular subscribers; but our experience
with Tur Trur MissioNArY proved this plan
not best ; for those we most wished to benefit,
had not interest enough to subscribe, and
therefore did not see it at all. Then, too, as
the laws of postage are at present, it would
be better to send it as an extra. It was

" therefore decided to send it out in this man-
ner, for the present, the expense to be borne
by the Gleneral Tract and Missionary Society ;
and as this Society, like the General Confer-
ence, takes an oversight of the tract work gen-
erally and especially in fields outside the labor

| ' S1aNs.
them, so there is no end to names of persons

of other organizations, it should be sustained
by the various Tract Societies, and by indi-
viduals making donations to it. We speak
for a liberal support. The object of this so-
ciety, the manner of its operation, the use of
means, ‘ete., will be more fully explained here-

after.

VIGILANT MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.

THis name is given to the society organ-
ized in many of our churches where several
copies of the Siexs oF THE TIMES are sent to
one address, and are systematically distributed.
This society is generally conducted by those
sisters whose household duties confine them
principally at home, many of whom have
good address, and can find time to send a
few papers to individuals and to correspond
with them. The plan is this: They organize
by selecting a president, secretary, and treas-
urer of their own number. They then meet
regularly once a week, have first a season of
prayer for God to guide them in all their de-
liberations, and in their work. Secondly,
they read the letters they have received dur-
ing the week. Thirdly, if any special case
comes up, after consultation they decide who
shall write to such a person. Fourthly, after
dividing up their papers, they conclude their
interview with another season of prayer.

During the week they send their papers to
persons whose addresses they have obtained
from various sources. When they find an
interested reader, tracts are sent with the
They also obtain addresses from

with whom tocorrespond. One sister whu has
been engaged in this branch of the work for
years has, during the past season, managed
one hundred copies of the Siens alone, be-
sides filling the office of State Tract Society
secretary, 8. B. treasurer and collector of a
church of ninety members, and she has also a
clags in the Sabbath-school. Usually they do
not send more than three papers before writ-
ing.
gl‘hus they connect labor and prayer in their
efforts. And ncne but those who have been
thus employed can tell of the ingpiration and
joy there is to those engaged in the work
when individuals become interested, embrace
the truth, turn missionaries, and work for
others. = Individuals and small companies in
the West and South who have never seen the
face of a Sabbath-keeper save their own com-
pany, and who one year ago had never heard
of the truth, are to-day rejoicing in the light.
They embraced the truth in the manner above
described. Thousands of copies of the Sians
are thus sent out each week, and hundreds of
copies of the TipENDE and HAroLp each
month ; while there are a goodly number of
such societies formed both in Europe and
America to distribute Les SiexEs DS TEMPS.
‘We can but hope that this work will go on
until every company of Seventh-day Advent-
ists, whether French, German, Danish, Nor-
wegian, Swedish, or American, will co-oper-
ate in this manner. Only think of it! Thou-
sands of new families weekly thus receiving
the truths of the third angel’s message in six
different tongues! May God speed the day.

THE OWE-THIRD, AND MONTHLY IN-
STALLMENT PLAN.

Tae plan of raising means for the tract
and missionary work has been formerly by
donations. These pledges were usually made
as the result of earnest appeals at quarterly
meetings, camp-meetings, etc. It was found
that great inequality resulted from the plan.
(1) Many of our brethren who were able to
pay liberally would not be at the meeting.
(2) Often the most conscientious, under these
stirring appeals, would go beyond their abil-
ity, and thus distress themselves, while the
more able would fail to do what they ought.
The apostle taught equality, “I mean not
that other men be eased and you burdened,
but by an equality, that now at this time
your abundance may be a supply for their
want, that their abundance also may be a

supply for your want, that there may be
equality.” 2 Cor. 8:13, 14.

This matter was considered at the General
Conference, and after much prayerful consid-
eration it was recommended, first, that all
our brethren and sisters come up on the Bi-
ble plan of Systematic Benevolence, which is
based upon giving as God has prospered
them, 1 Cor. 16 :2; Deut. 16:17. This
calls for one tithe of a man’s increase and in-
come. , Lev. 27:30; Matt. 23:23; Luke
11:42; Gen, 14:26; 28:22; Heb. 7:4,
8. Secondly, that each member pay a sum
for the tract and missionary work equal to
one-third of his s. B.

Hence the one-third is no part of the Sys-
tematic Benevolence. The s. B. is paid for
the support of the ministry. The sum equal
to one-third of the amount of the s. B, is a free-
will offering in addition to the s. B., which
each individual is recommended to pay during
the year for the support of the Tract Society.

The resolution relating to the one-third,
passed at the General Conference, Nov. 12,
1876, is as follows :—

“ Resolved, That this Conference recom-

mend. to the several State Conferences that’

each individual raise a sum equal to one-
third of his s. B. pledge for the year, to meet
the demand for means to be used, as far as
necessary, in the proposed increase of the
circulation of the SiaNs, the RErorMER, and
other publications ;,this offering to be paid
Jan: 1, 1877, or, if more favorable, in four
installments ; the first to be paid Jan. 1, the
second, April 1, the third, July 1, and the
fourth, Oct. 1, 1877.”

The church treasurer should collect the one-
third, and pay it to the librarian of the Tract
Society, who, in turn, pays it to the secretary
of the district, and he to the State secretary.
It is the duty of every Conference Tract So-
ciety to see that the above is carried out in
all our churches. It should be a special
point with the directors and ministers labor-
ing with them to bring our brethren up to the
Bible standard of 8. B, and the one-third.
Were this fully adopted, there would be
means sufficient to carry forward the tract
work and to support the ministry. But
many of our brethren are not where they
should be on their s. B. figures. Some do
not pay their one-third, and many of our tract
societies are indebted at the Review Office,
and were they to limit their missionary work
to the income of the one-third, under pres-
ent circumstances it would greatly cripple
their efforts.

Any church has the privilege of using the
one-third in the missionary work in any
manner they see fit. If they choose to pay
part or all for several copies of the Sians
sent to one address, to be used exclusively in
the missionary work, in monthly installments
outside the one-third, it is their privilege.
Many of our churches in Vermont, Massa-
chusetts, and Michigan reasoned thus: * We
will pay s. B. according to the Bible plan; we
will also pay a sum equal to one-third of our
8. B. for migsionary work; but now we have
not sufficient means to carry forward the mis-
sionary work and pay for the Stans; conse-
quently, according to our ability, we will
pay a monthly installment for the Sians, in
addition to the one-third.,” As this was not
gufficient in a number of instances, some
good brother would say: “Send for your
Siens. Here are a hundred dollars to pay
for them.” And we are sure there is not an
enterprise in the world that will pay so large
interest as this.

THE FAMILY HEALTH ANNUAL
FOR 1878.

OwiNe to the prejudice that exists against
purchasing, and the repugnance many have to
selling, an almanac, it has been thought best
to substitute the name HEALTH ANNUAL.
The Annual is circulated for the information
it contains on the subject of health. The
almanac proper is put in it to make it desir-
able in every family. We speak for a circu-
lation of not less than 200,000 copies this
year. That number of families should be
furnished with the Health Annual for 1878,

Five Conferences have already sent their first,
orders, which are as follows: Michigan, 14,
000; Wisconsin, 10,000 ; New England, 10,-
000 ; Illinois; 6,000; VePmont, 2,000 (Ver-
"mont, will increase her order not less than
3,000, Michigan about 5,000); then the
number ordered will amount to 50,000,
‘When the other Conferences do as well in
proportion 200,000 copies of the Annual will
start on their mission to ag many families,

Says the president of the Wisconsin Con-
ference, * Count us second to no Conference,
except Michigan, in any enterprise that helps
forward the third angel’s message.” If our
friends in Wigsconsin stand by their president
in this statement, and Towa takes advantage
of her strength over Wisconsin, which is more
than one-fifth, in ministers, licentiates, church-
es, membership, and finances, the Wisconsin
Conference will have,to advance a few thou-
sand on their order fgg Annnals. Then there
is the Old Empire Ry , with her well disci-
plined force of tramgrkers. We have be-
come considerably interested to know which
of these three will rank second to Michigan.

Orders should be sent in immediately, and
advantage taken of the months of October
and November, before the rush of drug alman-
acs. There is no time to loge. Lot us ¢ be
as wise as serpents,” in this matter.

S. N. HASXELL.

THE HEALTH REFORMER.

Tus question of temperance and a reform
in diet is agitating the public mind as never
before. The old “blue pill” theory and the
practice of bleeding patients is becoming
questioned about as much as the old orthodox
theory of * hell being lined with infant skulls.”
It therefore becomes the duty of all Seventh-
day Adventists to use their influence to di-
rect the public sentiment in the right chan-
nel. If God has given light upon the sub-
ject of health reform, we should not hide it
under a bushel ; but let that light shine.

The HearTH REFORMER ranks as a num-
ber one scientific health journal, having the
largest circulation of any journal of like char-
acter in the world. Experience has taught
us that the most successful method to extend
its circulation is by obtaining paying subscrib-
ers. Wae should calculate on a permanent in-
crease yearly on our subscription lists of not
less than 10,000; and if our brethren and sis-
ters generally would wake up to this work
of canvassing with premiums as some are
waking up, 25,000 names of paying sub-
scribers might be obtained yearly without
neglecting other branches of the missionary
work. I am acquainted with a number of
canvagsers, who, when they have devoted
their time to this work, with premiums for
the RErorMER, have obtained, as their small-
est average, twenty subscribers per week.
This has been done in the summer months.
One hundred such canvassers would obtain
2000 subscribers per week, 100,000 per year.
These individuals make canvassing a paying
business. If this can be done in the Hast,
where you cannot step out doors, in a store,
#in 'a depot, on the cars, or anywhere else,
but you will meet a canvasser with some at-
tractive health publication, religious news-
paper, or something else, and where the name
canvasser has become obnoxious to the pub-
lic, it can be done anywhere in this country.
There are those of our people that have in
the past obtained subscribers for books and
magazines, and can sell anything from a six-
penny toy to a thousand dollar piano, and
that, too, where these articles are neither
needed nor wgnted. We want these men
and women to consecrate the same talent,
energy, and devotion to obtaining subscribers
for this, the best health jowrnal in the world.
To some it seems a virtue to lose all their
zeal and energy in the cause of God, when if
they had a patent right to sell, they would
make a success three times out of five. This
is a sad mistake, If there is one thing more
than another where earnestness, energy, and
close planning are justifiable, it is in obtain-
ing subscribers for those periodicals which
contain the solemn truth adapted to the time
in which we live.
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THE REVIEW AND HERALD.—SUPPLEMENT.

It is a shame that we have not twenty
devoting their time to canvassing for the
Hreavrs RErorMER where we have one en-
gaged in this work. Young men out of em-
ployment, young ladies who have nothing to
do, have you tried this? Have you made it
a business ! Have you gone about it relying
on God to help you? Would you get dis-
couraged as eagily in anything you were do-
ing for'personal gratification? We hope there
are those who may read these lines, who will
at once commence canvassing for the Rerorm-
ER, determined to make it a success.

We want one hundred canvassers for the
Heavrs Rerormer this fall and winter.
Shall we have them? Men of piety and
nerve, consecration and stability of character,
are needed, who will enter the work at once.
Premiums can be used as last winter. For
particulars, consulf your directors, or inquire
at the Office of REviEw anDp Herarp. More
particulars hereafter. 8. N. HASKELL.

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION.

Ar the late camp-meeting in Michigan,
a committee was appointed to revise the
Constitution of the'various Tract Societies.
‘When the Constitution was first gotten up,
it was an experiment. It had not been
tried. No constitution of any other socie-
ty was followed. The necessity of the case
called for something to be done. After
seven years’ experience, it is no marvel that
gome changes can bg.made for the better.
The Constitution is nqw presented with slight
alterations and explasagtions, and proposed
to the different T. and M. Societies for their
consideration, and if they find it unobjec-
tionable, their adoption. In this no one
claims perfection. 'We shall wait a short
time before it is put in book form. If any
have suggestions to make or questions to
agk in reference to the system, the commit-
tee will be happy to receive them and give
them proper cousideration. The basis of
this is a plan drawn up by J. E. White, a
practical book-keeper at the Sians Office,
at the suggestion of the Greneral Conference
Committee.

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE I. NAME.

Tr1s society shall be called the Tract and
Missionary Society of the Seventh-day Advent-
ists of the Conference of

ARTICLE II. OFFICERS.

The officers of this society shall be a President ;
Vice-president ; State secretary, who shall also
act as Treasurer ; and a Board of Directors of
, of which the President, Vice-president,
and State secretary shall, by virtue of their
offices, be considered as members. These offi-
cers shall be elected yearly., In the district the
director shall appoint a secretary, and in each
church he shall appoint a librarian. He may
also appoint a business agent in large churches
where such an officer is needed.*

ARTICLE III. OBJECTS.

The objects of this society shall be: 1. The
proper distribution of our tracts, pamphlets, and
books. 2. To obtain subseribers for our period-
icals ; to collect dues and remew subscriptions ;
and to pay subscriptions for the worthy poor.
3. To visit and labor (by correspondence or
otherwise) for the encouragement and help of
the scattered ones of like precious faith; for
those who are falling back because of discour-
agements ; and to interest all within our reach
in the great truths connected with the last mes-
sage of mercy to the world. 4. To find homes
for those who may be destitute and needy for
the truth’s sake. 5. To bring about among our
people that uniform liberality in the payment of
Systematic Benevclence which is indicated in
the plan, and to encourage equality in the tak-
ing of stock in our several denominational insti-
tutions, and in domations to other benevolent
enterprises which may arise for the advance-
ment of the work.

ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP.

Any person of good standing in a Seventh-day
Adventist church, or who is recommended by
such a church, may become a member by the
payment of one dollar.

ARTICLE V. DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Szcrron 1. President. The duties of the
President shall be (1) To preside over all State
or district meetings wherever he may be pres-

#]t is expected that the librarian in small churches will per-
form the duties herein allctted to both the librarian and busi-
ness agent.

ent ; (2) To see that there is a full supply of
tracts, books, and papers for the entire State ;
(3) In fine, to keep his eye on the workings of
the society throughout the State, and see that
uniformity of action is maintained, and that di-
rectors and officers are doing their duty.

Src. 2. Vice-president. It is the duty of
the Vice-president to act in the place of the
president in his absence, and to work in con-
nection with the president at his request.

Src. 3. State Secretary. The State secre-
tary shall keep on hand a full supply of tracts,
books, papers, &c., and shall supply the differ-
ent districts as their wants may require. All
the credit business of the State with the offices
of publication shall be done through the State
secretary, who shall keep an account of all such
transactions. In his duty as treasurer he shall
receive all moneys from the districts, and from
time to time forward the same to the offices of
publication as the indebtedness of the society
may demand. .

Sec. 4. Directors. There shall be a director
for each district in the State, and his duties in
the district shall be similar to the duties of the
president in the State. In the absence of the
president and vice-president the director of
the district shall preside at all district meetings,
and at all church meetings at which he may be
present.

SEc. 5. District Secretary. His duties in
the district shall be similiar to the duties of the
State secretary in the State.

Sec. 6. Librarian. His duties in the church
ghall be similar to the duties of the district sec-
retary in the district. e should preside at all
church missionary meetings where the director is
not present, or he may request the business
agent, or some active member, to preside, when
it will be for the interest of the society t¢ do so.

Sec. 7. Business Agent. He shall act as
collector for the society.

ARTICLE VI. QUARTERLY MEETINGS.

General quarterly meetings shall be held under
the direction of the board of directors, at which
time all business of importance that relates to
the Tract and Missionary Society, shall be con-
sidered.

ARTICLE VII. FUNDS.

The funds to be employed by this society shall
cousist of the one-third and money received for
memberships, book sales, and as free-will offer-
ings.

ARTICLE VIII. MANAGEMENT.

The Board of Directors shall have the general
management and oversight of the work of this
society, both in disbursing funds and in counsel-
ing in regard to labor.

ARTICLE IX. AMENDMENTS.

This Constitution may be amended at any
annual meeting, by a vote of two-thirds of the
members present.

INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICERS AND
MEMBERS.

All the business of the Society is done through
three grades of secretaries: (1) The librarians,
who are secretaries of the church societies ; (2)
The district secretaries ; and (3) the State sec-
retary.

The method of doing business according to
this system may well be illustrated by the fol-
lowing diagram :—

M
M

M
M

M represents the members, L the librarians,
D S the district secretaries, S S the State sec-
retary, and O the offices of publication.

The members in the church society, (and the
business agent also, when there be one,) bring
their business to the librarian. The librarian
forwards it to the district secretary. The dis-
trict secretary forwards to the State secretary
all business received from the librarians in his
district ; and the State secretary forwards the
same to the offices of publication.

MEMBERS,

However capable the officers of a T. and M,
society may be, its real efficiency depends upon
the activity of its members. After joining the
society each member should obtain from the
librarian a pass book in which to keep a record
of all work performed, and any items of interest
which may arise while engaged in missionary

Iabor. From the record kept in this pass bock
the quarterly report is to be made out. He
shall also draw from the librarian such reading
matter as he may wish to use in his oissionary
work. A full record of such reading matter
drawn should be entered in the pass book, with
the number of pages of each kind and the value
of the same.

One week before the church quarterly meet-
ing each member will receive from the librarian
a blank report, which should be filled out from
the record kept in the pass book, to be read at
the quarterly meeting. See article on Reporting.

The real work of the miembers consists in ob-
taining subseriptions to our periodicals ; distrib-
uting copies of the same ; lending and giving
tracts to those who are willing to read ; visiting
those who are interested in the truth, praying
with and for them, and endeavoring to interest
those who are still indifferent ; calling upon the
poor and needy, ascertaining their ecircum-
stances, and reporting the same to the proper
officers in the church ; relieving the widows and
orphans ; and corresponding with those who may
be benefited by such correspondence. A record
of all such work should be entered in the pass
book.

All moneys received by members, whether on
subscriptions for periodicals, from book sales, or
from any other source, should be promptly
handed to the librarian with a full statement of
the business.

BUSINESS AGENT.

The business agent should see that all pledges
to the society are promptly paid, and collect
dues from old subscribers to our periodicals.
He is to collect money on all enterprises that
may be entered upon by the society. When
money is received on periodicals great care
should be taken to give the name of the individ-
ual in a clear, legible hand, so that there may
be no mistake.

The business agent will need but one book,
which may be called a Record Book. In this he
will enter the different transactions in full as
they occur, and from it a statement should be
made out once & week, or oftener if much busi-
ness is done, to be handed, with the money, to
the librarian. DBusiness on periodicals should
be reported immediately.

LIBRARIAN.

The work of the librarian is three-fold. First,
as librarian, second, as secretary, and third, as
treasurer.

1. In his duty as librarian he shall keep in
some convenient place, the church is frequently
the best, a supply of papers, tracts, &c., to be
used by the members in their missionary opera-
tions. Care should be taken that a full assort-
ment be kept on hand. He shall supply each
member with a pass book in which to enter a
record of all work accomplished, and give in-
struction in regard to its use. He shall keep &
supply of blank reports, and hand them out to
the members one week before the church quar-
terly meeting, and see that they are promptly
and properly filled out. See article on Reporting.

2. As secretary of the church missionary soci-
ety he shall keep a list of members, a record of
all meetings, and an account of all business
transactions. In order to do this, two books
will be necessary : a Record book and a Journal.
In the first part of the record book should be
entered a list of all missionary members in the
church, and a record of all meetings of the
church missionary society. In the last half of
this book should be kept a copy of all business
letters. See article, Business Letters.

In the Journal an account should be opened
with the district, and with each member in the
church. The district should be credited with
all books, &c., received by the librarian, and for
all periodicals ordered; and charged with all
money sent to the district secretary on account.
Each member should be charged with all read-
ing matter drawn, and credited with all money
paid in by him. The object of these individual
accounts is to show what each member is doing,
and to guard against the indiscriminate drawing
of large quantities of reading matter which may
not be judiciously used. ‘

3. As treasurer he shall receive all moneys
from the members, and from the business agent,
and shall forward the same to the district secre-
tary once a month with a statement specifying
for what received. All business on periodicals
should be reported the same day that it is re-
ceived. Accompanying this monthly statement
should be a list of those who have joined the

society during the month, with their post-office |

address ; and also a list of members who have
removed from the district, who have withdrawn
from the society, or whose names have been
dropped on account of inactivity and failure to

report. This is necessary that the record of the

district secretary may be complete and correct.

Ag treasurer he shall keep a Cash book, on the

debit side of which shall be entered all moneys

received, and on the credit side all moneys paid

out. See article, How to do Business.
DISTRICT SECRETARY.

The District Secretary shall keep a list of the
members in the district, a record of all district
meetings, and an account of all business trans-
actions. He shall supply the librarvians in his
district with blank reports, and see that the re-
porting in the distriet is promptly and properly
done. See instructions on Reporting. He shall
also keep on hand a full supply of tracts, pam-
phlets, &e., for the supply of the districts, and
shall see that the supply does not become ex-
hausted. Immediately after the district quar-
terly meeting an inventory should be taken of
the books on hand, that a full supply for the
next quarter may be drawn from the State sec-
retary at the State quarterly meeting.

As secretary two books will be needed, a Rec-
ord book and a Journal. In the first part of
the Record book will be entered, first, a list of
members in the district, keeping each church by
itself, and giving the post-office address of each
member ; and second, a record of all district
In the last half should be kept a
See article, Busi-

meetings.
copy of all business letters.
ness Létters.

In the Journal should be opened an account
with each church in the district, and with the
State. Bach chureh should be charged with all
missionary documents sent to it, and for all
periodicals ordered by it ; and credited with all
money received from it. If any church is over-
drawing its account, notice of the fact should be
sent to the director of the district, and to the
librarian of the church overdrawing, that more
funds may be raised. Hach church should pay
its own way as far as possible.

The State should be credited with all books,
&e., received by the district, and for all period-
icals ordered; and charged with all moneys sent
to the State secretary.

As treasurer ho shall receive all moneys from
the librarians in his district, and forward the
same to the State secretary once a month, with
a statement of account. Accompanying this
statement should be a list of members who have
joined during the month, specifying the church
which they have joined and giving their post-
office address. This is necessary that the State
secretary may keep a full record of the mem-
bership in the State.

As treasurer he shall keep a Cash book, on
the debit side of which shall be entered all mon-
eys received, and on the credit side all moneys
See article, How to do Business.

STATE SECRETARY.

The State secretary shall keep a list of mem-
bers in the State, a record of all State and direc-
tors’ meetings, and an account of all business
transactions. He shall keep on hand a fult
supply of tracts, pamphlets, books, specimen
copies of our periodicals, and such other mis-
sionary doenments as are needed throughout
the State. The wants of the society should be
anticipated by the State secretary, and the great-
est care taken that nothing shall hinder its ac-
tivity. He should keep a supply of blank re-
ports for the State, and see that the districts are
supplied with them, and that reporting is prop-
erly attended to. See article on Reporting.

As Secretary three books will be required ; a
Record book, a Letter book, and a Journal, In
the first part of the Record book will be kept a
list of members, classified according to the church
and district to which they belong, giving also
the post-office address of each. In the latter
part of the Record book should be kept a record
of all 8tate and directors’ meetings. In the
Letter book will be kept a copy of all business
letters. See article Business Letters, In the
Journal, an account should be opened with each
distriet in the State, and an account with each
of the offices of publication. In this book, each
district should be charged with all books sent to
it, and for periodicals ordered by it, and cred-
ited with all moneys received from it on account.
If any district is overdrawing its account, the
State secretary shall notify the president and
the director of the district, that more funds may
be raised in the district, as each district should
bear its own burden. On the accounts with the
offices of publication, they should be credited
with everything received from them, and charged
with all money sent on account.

As treasurer, he shall receive all moneys from
the district secretaries, and forward the same to
the offices of publication once a month with a
statement of account. As freasurer, he shall
keop a cash book, on the debit side of which

paid out.
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shall be entered all moneys received, and on the
credit side all moneys paid out. See article,
How to do Business.

PRESIDENT.

The President shall preside at all T. and M.
meetings in the State whenever he may be
present. He shall see that the whole State is
supplied with everything necessary for the suc-
cessful prosecution of the work. He shall
thoroughly acquaint himself with the duties of
all officers in the State, and be prepared to give
them full instructions in regard to their duties
and how to perform them. He shall make him-
self familiar with the plans for keeping accounts
for all the officers in the State, as brought out
in article, How to do Business, and be pre-
pared to audit any officer’s account in the State,
and give instructions to all who do not fully un-
derstand how o keep their books. In fine, his
eye shall be open to the wants of the whole
State, and his efforts shall be exerted to pro-
duce harmony and efficient work.

VICE-PRESIDENT.

Too often the Vice-president has acted as
though no responsibility rested upon him. By
reading Art. IL. of the Constitution, it will be
seen that he is one of the Board of Directors,
although he may have no district specially al-
lotted to him. In Art. V., Sec. 2, it will be
seen that he is expected to preside over all
meetingy of the society which he may attend in
the absence of the president.

He is also to work in the interests of the so-
clety as the president may request. It will
therefore be necessary that he becomse fully ac-
quainted with the workings of the society, and
the method of book-keeping adopted.

DIRECTORS.

The first work of the director after his elec-
tion will be to make himself conversant with
the plan of doing business adopted by the so-
ciety. .

The same work will be required of the direc-
tor in the district as is required of the presi-
in the State. Please read instructions to presi-
dent. After acquainting himself with the du-
ties of each officer in the district, he shall ap-
point a secretary for the district, and a libra-
rian and a business agent for each church. In
the absence of the president and vice-president,
the director shall preside at all district meetings
and at all church missionary ‘meetings at which
he may be present.

REPORTING,

The object of the reporting system is to ob-
tain a summary each quarter of all the mission-
ary work accomplished in the State,

If this is properly done, it will show whether
the State is accomplishing the work it should,
and what branches of the work, if any, are be-
ing neglected. It will also show which dis-
tricts are alive and active, and which districts
need arousing to greater activity. The same
will be manifest to each director in regard to
the churches in his district. The reporting sys-
tem will prove an incentive to activity to every
member and officer in the State, which cannot
well be neglected. One week before the church
quarterly meeting, the librarian should hand to
each member a blank report, which should be
filled out by the member from the record kept
in his pass book. The manner of filling out
this report is fully described on the back of the
report. These reports should be read by the
members at the church quarterly meetings and
passed to the librarian,

The librarian makes out upon a similar blank
a summary of the reports of members, which he
reads at the district quarterly meeting and
passes to the district secretary. The district
secretary makes up a summary from all the re-

ports received from the librarians, which he:

shall read at the State quarterly meeting and
_pass to]the State secretary, From these district
reports, the State secretary makes out a sum-
mary for the State. The plan of holding the
church quarterly meeting the first Sunday in
the quarter, the district quarterly meeting the
second’Sunday, and the State quarterly meet-
ing the third, makes this plan of reporting easy
to carry out.

Any member who fails to report for two quar-
ters in succession should be dropped from the
list of working members. They may be re-in-
stated again upon resuming work. This is nec-
essary to prevent the list becoming cumbered
with names of inactive members.

BUSINESS LETTERS.

Perhaps nothing gives rise to so much diffi-
culty in the missionary work, as the careless
manner in which business letters are frequently
written. A few rules if adopted and always fol-
lowed will soon establish a correct habit in let-

ter writing, which is no mean accomplishment.
Below is a sample showing the principal features
which should be embodied in a business letter:

@€) Oakland, Cal., Jan. 10th, 1877,

(2.) Review and Herald,

Battle Creek, Mich. :—

(3.) Please send by freight, addressed Stens
or THE Times, Oakland, Cal.,

200 copies Life of Urgos,
260 copies History of the Sabbath.

Charge the same to the account of the Siens
oF THE TimEs.

Yours truly,
4.) James White.

Iu our explanation the following figures will
be noticed:—

(1.) The date line. This should specify the
post-office address of the writer, and the date of
writing. Nothing is so aggravating as to receive
a letter in which the address of the writer is not
given, unless it be the failure to sign the name.
If either of these particulars is omitted the let-
ter is valueless.

(2.) The party addressed. This should speci-
fy both the name and post-office address of the
party to whom the letter is written. If this is
done it is almost sure to reach the person in-
tended, even if, through carelessness, it should
fall into other hands.

(8.) The body of the letter. This should be
plain, right to the point, and stated in as few
words as possible. When business is sent it
should not be mixed up with other communica-
tions. Where a person has a large number of
business letters to read and attend to each day,
it is very tiresome to be obliged to wade through
two or three pages on other topics to find the
one item of business contained. If anything is
to be said on any other topic, or to the editors,.
let it be on another piece of paper. Keep the
business by itself.

(4.) The signature. Of whatever other care-
lessness you may be guilty, do not forget to sign
your name clear, and in full. Make every let-
ter so plain that it could be read if standing
alone.

Finally, be careful. Remember that what
may be g0 plain to you may not be so plain to
the person to whom you are writing. Don’t
leave out half you wish to say, and leave the
reader to guess the rest.

All missionary letters should be copied in the
Record or Letter book, and numbered at the
head. The same number should be placed over
the letter, and over the copy in the letter book,
so that in case of future reference the letter can
be referred to by number.

It has also been suggested that each item of
business in the letter should be numbered, so
that any item may be referred to by number.
This is a good plan, especially when many items
are introduced into one letter.

A FULL CANVASS.

‘When a thorough canvass of any place is de-
sived, it is a good plan to divide the territory
into districts, and divide the workers into as
many companies as there are districts, and ap-
point a leader from their number for each district.
The leader apportions to each individual the
streets, or portions of the territory he is to
canvass, receives the business done by the mem-
bers in his district, and passes the same to the
librarian. By following this system the same
ground will not be gone over by two or more
individuals.

PERIODICALS AND BOOKS FREE.

One part of the tract and missionary work is
to furnish librarians and reading rooms with
such books and periodicals as the judgment of
proper individuals would approve. But this
work should be done with deliberation and care.
If a church is not in debt to the district it may
furnish books to libraries by obtaining the con-
sent of the president, and the director of the
district. If in debt the matter should be re-
ferred to the State quarterly meeting. Periodi-
cals maybe furnished to libraries, reading rooms,
or to the worthy poor, by the vote of any church
missionary meeting, provided the church is not
in debt to the district. If in debt to the dis-
trict the matter should be referred to the direc-
tor.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS.

According to the plan suggested by the Gen-
eral Conference Committee, the missionary year
should commence with January, and the quar-
ters commence with the months of January,
April, July, and October. The church quarter-
ly meeting should be held the first Sunday in
the quarter, the district quarterly meeting the
second Sunday, and the State quarterly meet-
ing the third. By following this plan, reports
can be ready in time for the State secretary’s

summary. At the church quarterly meetings,

every member should, if possible, be present.
At the district quarterly meeting, the librarian
and business agent from each church, and as

many of the members as possible, should be’

present. It is important that all the church
officers should be present at these meetings, for
there plans are matured which can be taken
home and put into active operation. At this
time the librarians should obtain a supply of
books and papers for the next quarter. At the
State quarterly meetings the director and secre-
tary of each district, and as many of the church
officers and members as possible, should be
present. Every district officer should be pres-
ent at the State quarterly meetings, as the
workings of the society in the whole State are
here discussed, and the spirit of the work should
be fully entered into and carried to their respect-
ive districts. At this time the district secreta-
ries should obtain a supply of books and papers
for the coming quarter.

EXPLANATIONS.

Ir will be noticed in article V., sections 3 and
5, of the Constitution, that the State secretary
is made treasurer of the State, and that the
district secretary is made treasurer of the dis-
trict, instead of the director. The utility of
this plan is readily seen, especially in the latter
case, as the district secretary keeps the records
of all business done in the district, and there-
fore should have a correct account of all moneys
received, for what purpose, and from whom,
and also a record of all moneys paid out. His
being treasurer will save much of the director’s
time, and will obviate confusion which is liable
to occur. He does the corresponding, acting
under the direction and sapervision of the di-
rector ; and the director sustains the same re-
lation to the district secretary that the president
does to the State secretary. All money received
by the district secretary should be forwarded to
the State secretary, at regular intervals.

THE LOSS OF TIME,

It will be seen by the diagram and its expla-
nation that the business when properly done,
passes through the hands of three different sec-
retaries before reaching the Office of publication.
This in most cases is the very best and easiest,
as well as the most thorough way of deing the
work ; but in some of our large States where
the brethren are mostly farmers, and are wide-
ly scattered from each other and the post office,
a difficulty has arisen from the loss of time in
getting business to the Office. This trouble can
be largely alleviated by choosing secretaries, and
especially a State secretary, who live near a
post office, and who are prompt in doing the
business sent to them.

Where this does not remove the difficulty,
those large Conferences, such as Iowa, Missouxri,
and Kansas, where the brethren are scattered,
can arrange the matter among themselves, al-
lowing the different librarians or individuals to
send business direct to the State secretary.
All moneys, however, should go through the
hands of your district secretary. When the
Board of Directors decide upon this plan, the
individual who does business thus must notify
the secretary in his district of the business thus
done. All the tract business in the Conference
should be done through your State secretary
with the Offices of publication ; for all charges
are made to the State Tract Society. A copy of
all business letters to the Office should be num-
bered and preserved by your State secretary.
This will save all confusion. Should any mis-
understanding arise, an exact copy of the letter
can be referred to.

‘“THE BOOK.”

A prrect argument is found in what fol-
lows, in favor of the utility of the Bible,
and its heavenly origin, making it ¢ the
Book ” for the ages of human trial, the re-
vealer and decider of human destiny. A
gentleman in New York was ‘personally
acquainted with Thomas Paine, the author
of the “ Age of Reason,” in which with
ribald jest he scoffs at the Bible, the best
of books, of which Robert Pollock, the
Scotch bard, thus sweetly sings:—

“The book—this mighty book—on every line
Marked with the seal of high divinity ;
On every leaf bedewed with drops of love
Divine, and with eternal heraldry
And signature of God Almighty sprinkled
From firgt to last.”

This gentleman, being often in Paine’s
company during the last years of his life,
gave the following account of a conversa-
tion he had with him respecting the Bi-
ble:—

“One evening I found Paine haranguing
his disciples on the great mischief done to
mankind by the production of the Bible
and Christianity. When he paused, I said:
‘Mr. Paine, you have been in Scotland.
You know there is not a more rigid set of
people in the world than they arc in their
attachment to the Bible. Is it not one of
the school books? Their churches are full
of Bibles. When a young man leaves his
father’s house, his mother, in packing his
chest, always puts a Bible on top of his
clothes.” He replied that it was true. I
continued: ‘You have been in Spain and
Portugal, where they have no Bibles; and
there you can hire a man for a dollar to
murder his neighbor, who never gave him
any offense’ He asgented. ‘You have
been in districts in Kurope where not one
man in fifty can read, and you have been
in Ireland where the majority never saw a
Bible. Now you kunow that it is a histor-
ical fact that In one county in England or
Ireland there are more eapital convictions
in six months than therc are in the whole
population of Scotland in twelve months.
Besides thig there is not one Scotchman in
the almshouse, state’s prison, Bridewell, or
penitentiary of New York. Now then if
the Bible was so bad a book as you repre-
sent it to be, those who use it would be
the worst members of society; but the con-
trary is the fact. Our prisons, almshouses,
and penitentiaries ave filled with men and
women whose ignorance or unbelief pre-
vents their reading the Bible.’

“It was now near ten o’clock at night.
Paine answered not a word, but taking his
candle from the table walked up stairs,
leaving his friends and mysclf staring at
one another.”

This was indeed the easiost way for him
to dispose of the weighty argument; but
silence gives consent. This incident is
well worth remembering, and invites a
more extended examination into all the
facts found in connection with our race,
pertaining to the free and proper use or
the neglect of the Bible, and eonsequent re-
sults. In the light of abundant facts we
may well query with Dryden:—

“Whence but from Heaven could men unskilled in
arts,
In several ages born, in several parts,
Weave such agreeing traths? Or how, or why
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie?
Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice,
Starving their gains—and martyrdom their

price.”
—Sel.

A PROSPEROUS BLIND CRIPPLE,

Ix a sermon in Troy; N. Y., lately, upon
contentinent and godliness, the Rev. Dr.
Webber said: “ On my visiting list is the
family of u cripple who supports his wife
and little ones by making shoes. Not
many weeks ago I called upon them, and
found that in addition to the affliction re-
sulting from the loss of his lower limbs,
the husband and father had become blind.
Poverty stared the little family in the face,
but even then I heard no word of complaint
from him. On the contrary, he made an ef-
fort to be cheerful. At a subsequent visit
I found the man at work again, and when
Tentered hisshop he exclaimed, ‘T have news
for you, sit. I have good news. Last week
I recovered my sight a little, and by feeling
I made a pair of shoes. I got $3 for them,
which paid the rent, and, thank God, we
don’t owe a cent. We are prosperous: we
are prosperous, sir.” I went away ashamed
of myself feeling that this poor eripple was
the only person I had heard say he was
prosperous during the last twelve rnonths,
Prosperous on $3 a week, while merchants
who are making thousands of dollars each
year, are grumbling about hard times.”—
Presbyterian.

Taxe Heep How Yz Huar.—A heathen
Indian woman once said to a Christian Indi-
an, named Hsther, “ I often go to your meet-
ings, and always hear something. One
Sunday lately the minister exactly describ-
ed the state of my heart. Indeed, I fully
thought he would soon say, There sits a wo-
man who i8 just what I have said. Do tell
me how the minister knows, and who it is
that tells him?”

“ Oh, yes,” said Esther, “I will tell you.
The minister preaches the pure word of
God, and that word speaks to the heart. If
we are willing to listen to it, God works in
our hearts by His Spirit, and shows us that
it is spoken to us. Then we see and hear
what is our real state; and every one thinks,
¢That was spoken to me!””
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How Can 200,000 Annuals be Disposed
of by the Tract Societies ?

Every company of Seventh-day Adventists
should be supplied with them, and properly in-
structed how to dispose of them. This can be
done in the following manner: Ministers who co-
operate with the Tract Society, and the directors
of each district in the country, should at once
visit each company in their respective distriets
and supply them with Annuals. Children also
should be interested in selling them. Thousands
can thus be sold. Those Jiving by themselves
can do much in disposing of them. In the above
manner cities, villages, and neighborhoods every-
where should be canvassed.

That no Tract Society become involved, we
suggest that every family take one, and pay ten
cents for it. This will help pay the cost of those
given away. Let every church pay for the
Annuals taken of the Tract Society, at b cents
each, This will not only pay for them, but will
give that church a small oredit which will keep
their fund more than good for other uses in the
tract work. Send one or more to your friends,
far and near, wherever, the English language is
spoken. 8. N. HaskeLL.

Five Reasons Why our Brethren Should
Circulate the Health Annual,

1. TeorE is no discount to be made on its
teachings. It advocates principles of temperance
and moral reform, and builds up the cause of
righteousness.

4, It prepares the way for obtaining subsecribers
for the Huartra REForMER. One who has obtained
hundreds of paying subscribers remarked to me,
“Ihave never failed in obtaining a subscriber where
they have read the Health Almanac.”

8. It calls the attentiou of the readers to the
Sanitarium at Battle Creek, where many are thus
induced to go to be treated for some malady; and
scores by so deing have been led to embrace the
truth.

4. By it many have been brought to the Sanita-
rium or led to read our books, who, although they
have not embraced the truth, have been favorably
impressed with the views held by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists; and through their influence the way has
been opened for a course of lectures to be given,
and churches have been raised up.

5. The problem has been demonstrated that they
will sell_; and the only objection to their selling
has been the term ¢ almanac.’” Now this is re-
moved.

To the Librarians of the Tract and Mis-
sionary Society of Michigan. .

1st. Is your church receiving a number of copies
of the SieNs oF THE TiMes to be paid for on the
installment plan? If go, how many, and to what
addresses are they sent?

2d, Are there individuals teking two or more
copies of the Sians who did not send for them
through the Tract Society? If so, let us hear from
themn.,

8d. Are these papers all paid for up to the pree-
ent time? TIf not, to what date are they paid?

4th. What is the interest in the work, and could
more be used to advantage?

We earnestly request an answer to the above
questions, either by ocard or letter immediately.
Address, Mrs. 8. H. Lang,

Battle Oreek, Mich.

We speak for a prompt response to the above
requests of the Secretary of the Michigan T. and
M. Society. This is necessary.

These questions should be answered by all the
tract workers to their State secretaries through-
out the country. 8. N. Hasgrrn.

How Shall we sell the Way of Life?

Arwavs for one dollar and nothing less. The
price of the RerormeR alone ig one dollar. But to
obtain new subscribers for the ReForMur, the Way
of Life, Uses of Water, and Sunshine Series, are
clubbed with it for the price of the RerormEr
alone—one dollar, These premiums are clubbed
with the Sians or THE TmMEs for two dollars.
When you send the Sians to your friends without
a premium it is $1.60. When you send the Rp-
rorMER to your friends it is 60 cents.

Those unacquainted with our views ean have the
premium with the Sions and Rerormer for the
price that the brethren pay for them without the
premiums. The Association could not afford these
liberal offers were it not for the patronage of our
brethren at full price. 'The justness of this must
be seen by every one, and be appreciated by every
Seventh-day Adventist who has any love for the
cause of God and any desire for his neighbors to
read on present truth.

0ld Reviews and Reformers.

Tuu call for reading matter having become ex-
tensive in the Southern States and elsewhere, we

are unable to furnish Sraxs to all who desire them.
If our brethren and sisters have old Reviews, Re-
FORMERS, etc., which are lying idle, and will bring
them to South Lancaster when they come to attend
the quarterly meeting, we can make good use of
them. There are many Southern ministers having
charge of large Sunday-schools, who are eager to
obtain thig reading matter for the use of their
schools, and gladly send us sufficient to pay the
postage. Thus the same papers are read by whole
schools of from twenty-five to seventy-five members;
and if we ean judge anything frem letters received,
these papers a:e sought after with great eagerness,
toth by preachers and people.
M. L. HunrLEY, Sec.

Wanted Immediately.

Tue post office address of the several Presidents,
State Secretaries, Directors, and District Secre-
taries, of all the Tract and Missionary societies in
the various Conferences.

Address Mrs. S. H. Lane, Battle Creek, Mich.

M. L. HuntLEY, Sec. Gen. T and M. Society.

INTERESTING EXTRACTS FROM
LETTERS.

Brrow we give a few extracts from the
many letters which are received from dif-
ferent countries, where the light of present
truth has been carried by means of tracts
and papers sent by the V. M. Societies. Dr.
Ribton, of Naples, Italy, writes to South
Lancaster:—

« I read with great pleasure’your kind letter;
indeed, the greatest consolation I have in this life,
next to communion with our Master, lies in the
correspondence I have with hispeople. The word
of Christ has ever been precious to me, especially
of late years, when circumstances have brought
me nearer to him; but I can now indorse the
words which I read in one of the Adventist papers,
and say that the knowledge of the things that are
shortly to come to pass has made the Bible 2 new
book to me. In fact, I began to study it over again,
and hundreds of passages became clear to me, the
meaning of which I had long sought in vain;
passages that are read and quoted from many a
pulpit witheut a ray of light being thrown on their
true meaning. I have tasted the blessing of those
that hear the word of the prophecy, despised by
so many, and keep the things that are written
therein.

I hunger and thirst after God’s work. I have
but one desire,—to devote time, pen, and voice to
the proclamation of God’s warning message. I
see appeals in papers for preachers, and Isay to
God, ‘Send me.” I am best fitted for working
in this country, but rather than lose time, ag [ am
now doing, I would go to any warm climate where
there was a field for labor. The Sabbath and
John’s vision have cut me off from all religious
communities except the Seventh-day churches, and
shown me that the greatest work tobe done in the
little time now remaining, is to proclaim reform in
the midst of reformers themselves. But here I
have to labor daily for the meat that perisheth,
aud in this most impoverighed country, a life of
continual toil hardly suffices to supply common
necessaries. Day after day rolls into the past, and
there is no work done for the angels to record. A
service of praise in my own family, a few tracts
gent out, a iew words with a friend when an op-
portunity presents itself, that is all. I want to
have ten talents for my Master when he comes,
and agsk him daily to open me & door. And thig I
feel sure he will do; but life is short, his coming
is near, and I want to be at work soon. At present
I bave nothing but my daily labor I hope to be
better ¢ff gome day, and give all I have to the
work of the third angel’s message.

¢« This is a sad country for a missionary to work
in. There are a few who refuse to bow the knee
to Baal, and these are precious in God's eyes.
Five friends have accepted God’s Sabbath, and
when the Lord gives me more time, I hope to
bring forward others. I have received pressing
invitations to go and preach in three places, but
am powerless. What an account will the rich
have to render of the thousandsthey spend upon
empty pleagsures, while numbers are perishing for
want of spiritual food.”

A gentleman writing from England re-
fers to a correspondence with a friend in
this country, and says:—

“ Among other results it made me acquainted
with the S. D. Adventist’s views and publications;
and their clear statements of truth were very
refreshing, and helped to mature my views on
geveral subjects, viz., life in Christ only, death,
immortality, the Sabbath, and the second coming
of Christ. These subjects have been more or less
agitated here for some time past, and more
particularly of late. I will scatter the Sians
gent, and also RerorMERS, but cannot offer to
take them now, as my income is very limited.”

A lady from London, England, writes:—

< My object in writing is to agk you to send me,
when convenient, Tur SiaNs oF THE TIMES, and
I should be glad to know also the price of the
Hrarra RErForMER, both of which journals have
been kindly loaned me by a friend. I shall hope
to receive the SiaNs soon, and when I learn the
price will forward the money.”

Another lady, of Belle Plaine, Iowa, in
a letter to a friend in Armada, Mich., who

had been sending her tracts and papers,
says:—

I cannot find Janguage to express my grati-
tude and love to you, for your kindness and in-
terest in my spiritual welfare. May our Father
bless and reward you, is my sincere wish and
prayer. So far from feeling offended at anything
you wrote me, I acknowledge the truth and justice
of your remarks. I am, in faith, an Adventist,
and I intend to try in future to be one in practice,
as fai as [ am able, though I never knew till now
how weak T am. You do not know what a trial it
is for me to go all alone in this new Sabbath-keep-
ing. My husband will not join me, but does not
try to control my actions in the least. My desire
is to do what is right and well pleasing in the sight
of my Master. The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak. I desire you to pray for me that
I may be strengthened, and that my faith fail not.
I had a letter a short time since from my sister in
Kentucky. She wrote that she had received some
papers from you. She seems to be interested in
them; says she can find no objection to their teach-
ings, but thinks the Adventists seem to follow the
Scriptures. This is what every one says about
them, My sister says she likes the Sians so well
she wishes she could get the paper all the time. I
should think every one would like the paper, for I
think it a little gem.”

Many cordial letters. are received from
the warm-hearted colored people in the
Southern field. One minister in North
Carolina, who had received a few numbers
of the Stans, writes:—

«“] am very highly pleased with such reading
matter as I find in the Sians or THE Times; and
I see many books advertised in the Sians on such
subjects that I want, not only the Siaws, but also
those books and pamphlets advertised in it, but
have not the money to pay for them. I am all the
time traveling and preaching among thousands of
my people, and they always look for some hook,
paper, or tract. If you send them, I can distribute
thousands to great advantage. I feel thatGod has
heard, and is now about to answer, my Jong con-
tinued and incessant prayers for help of this kind.
I was born and brought up in slavery, aud em-
ancipated in 1865; got my learning, or much of it,
in the dark days of slavery and oppression, by the
fireside, when all on the plantation were asleep.
I have worked hard all day, and then studied all
night many a time. For seven years past I have
been traveling, and trying to preach the gospel of
Christ. I am going on preaching and pursuing
my studies, and de earnestly desire to grow up into
the full measure and stature of a man in Christ
and in the pulpit.”

Another writes:—

¢« Your books and papers are most gratefully
accepted. The sermons in those tracts are worth
any one’s reading. You ask if I will read your
paper if you send it to me. I will, and will thank
you for them, and if I can, will send you some
subseribers. I will in the future ask you some
questions concerning your doctrines.”

One man writing from Alabama says:—

«] am thankful, yea, more than thankful, to feel
that we have friends North who are willing to take
an interest in the welfare of the colored race.  The
Siens and HBRALD come to me regularly. Iam
just as proud of them as any one could be. I feel
a8 though they were God-sent blessings.”’

Another writes from North Carolina;—

] have been reading your papers with great
care, and my dear wife, who is unconverted, seems
to take great delight in them. I do think if she
had more of them they would cause her to think
more about her soul. I wish I was able to take
the paper. Many of my friends hepe to take it
after a while.”

Another from W. Virginia says:—

<[ have been praying that the Lord would open
the way through which I might get some good
reading matter, and I feel that my prayers are be-
ing heard and answered. They are good religious
papers, but I am so situated I am not able to pay
for them. My church is hardly able to rent my
house. I would have left here long since, but
when I think of the condition of my people I for-
get my own condition, and am willing to spend and
be spent for them. I am glad of any reading mat-
ter you will send, if it is old books, tracts, or pa-
pers.” :

Many calls for publications are received
where the individuals, under the pressure
of hard times, are unable to pay; yet they
hunger and thirst for light and knowledge.
The rapidly whitening fields demand toil
and sacrifice. 'Who will enlist in this work
and “ gather fruit unto life eternal”?
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—An old farmer's son returned from college. He
talked finely about the dignity of labor and the
chemical constituents of the soils. Spring wore
into summer and summer into autumn, and no use-
ful result came from his dissertations. One night
at family prayers the old farmer exclaimed: ¢ O
Lord! Thou hast given John a power of book larnin’,
but, we pray thee, give him a little gumption, too.”

—1It is related of Mr. Webster that he was once
accosted by a backwoodsman, who asked, “Is this
Mr. Webster?” ¢ Yes, siv.” ¢ The great Mr, Web-
ster of Massachusetts?’ ¢«I am that same Mr.
Webster of Massachusetts.” < Well, six, I heard
that you were a great man,” quoth the stranger,
¢but I don’t think so; I heard your speech, and
understood every word you said.”
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