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FAME AND DUTY. 

WHAT shall I do, lest life in silence pass ? " 
"And if it do, 

And never prompt the bray of noisy brass, 
What need'st thoa rue ? 

Remember, aye the ocean-deeps 	; 
The shallows roar ; 

Worth is the ocean—fame is bu the bruit 
Along the shore." 

" What shall I do to be forever known ? " 
"Thy duty ever." 

" This did full many who yet slept unknown." 
" Oh ! never, never ! 

Think'st thou perchance that they remain unknown 
Whom thou know'st not? 

By angel trumps in Heaven their praise is blown— 
Divine their lot." 

" What shall I do, to gain an endless life ? " 
" Discharge aright 

The simple dues with which each clay is rife, 
Yea, with thy might. 

Ere perfect scheme of action thou devise, 
Will life be fled, 

While he, who ever acts as conscience cries, 
Shall live, though dead." 

—Schiller. 

Zit strata-Bum. 
Can ye not discern the Signs of the Tunes? Matt. 16:3. 

THE EASTERN WAR. 

Street is the heading that has lately taken 
the place of " The Eastern Question " in 
many of the political papers, although that 
war may not formally have commenced. 
To nearly all human appearances, however, 
the winds of war are about to be let loose, 
and ere these lines meet the reader's eye, 
.the tide of blood may have begun to flow. 
To the student of prophecy, the moves of 
the Eastern nations are full of intense in-
terest; and he is anxiously looking for the 
time when that power whose history was 

.given in advance in Daniel 11 "shall plant 
the tabernacle of his palace between the 
seas in the glorious holy mountain," and 
" shall come to his end " with none to help 
him; for " at that time shall Michael stand 
up," and every one that is "written in the 
book " " shall be delivered." 

We have gathered the following notes 
during the week, which show the present 
.state of affairs, and which will enable the 
reader better to follow the future moves of 
the nations as they shall become present. 
The Evening News gives the following 
summary of the situation up to April 15:— 
The Turks Reject the Protocol, and All Hopes 

of Peace are Abandoned. Both Sides 
Rally Ready for the Conflict. Hos- 

tilities likely to Begin at Any 
Moment, 

The Turkish reply to the protocol is pub-
lished. The porte is prepared to accord 
to all the promised reforms, but must carry 
them out in conformity with the constitu-
tion. They cannot have a special or exclu-
sive character. The Turkish government 
will replace its armies on a peace footing 
as soon as it shall see Russia take the same 
step. It protests against the demobiliza-
tion of the Russian army being made con-
tingent upon internal disturbances in Tur-
key, as such disturbances Europe knows to 
be due to outside instigation. The porte 
sees no necessity that a special envoy go  

to St. Petersburg to treat on the question 
of disarmament, as it can be done by a sim-
ple telegraphic order. 

The most emphatic section .o.t. the reply 
asserts that Turkey cannot peigi'tit any for- 
eign supervision or protecti 	over any 
portion of its subjects. It appeals to the 
treaty of Paris, but not as giving the em-, 
pire any rights it did not posess without it, 
but as showing how vital to the peace of 
Europe is the maintenance of its rights. It 

clause which gives 
f recurring to ulterior 
of Turkey's delaying 

epr nised reforms, which 
it looks on as an attempt to intimidate. It 

ts, therefore, against the views enun-
late n the protocol of March 31, and ex-

presses T ey's determination to ignore 
what has 	en decided without her and 
against her, and her firm resolve to retain 
in th=e world the place which Providence 
designed for her. She appeals to the con-
science of the cabinets, which she has a 
right to consider animated toward her with 
sonic sentiment of elevated equity and 
friends* as in the past. Immediate and 
simultaneous disarmament would be the 
only efficacious means of avoiding the dan-
gers b which the general peace is threat-
ened 

L4 	l  erby has sent a dispatch to the 
Brit 	charge d'affairs at Constantinople, 
date.,Apial 12, in which he mentions the 
TurkiS'h ambassador's having submitted a 
copy of the reply to the protocol. He says: 
" Mussurns Pasha stated that Matters Could - 
not be settled satisfactorily unless the pow-
ers should consent to annul the protocol. 
I replied that the divergence between the 
views of the two governments appeared so 
wide as to render further discussion useless, 
and I said I could not see what further steps 
England could take to avert war, which ap-
peared inevitable. Mussurus Pasha an-
swered that the attitude of his government 
was simply defensive; that they did not de-
sire war, but they would prefer it to the 
sacrifice of national independence, which 
appeared to be involved in the acceptance 
of the protocol." 

Negotiations looking to the prevention 
of an immediate outbreak of war are going 
on at Vienna between Russia and the pow-
ers. 

The London Standard of this morning 
says that a last appeal is being made to 
Russia in behalf of peace, but that it has 
no confidence in its success. 

No hope of peaceful settlement is now 
entertained at Constantinople. 

It was reported in Paris last evening 
that the Russian embassy would leave Con-
stantinople to-day, and that the Russian 
fleets on the Atlantic and Pacific had been 
ordered to the Mediterranean. 

A vessel is waiting at Constantinople to 
carry away the Russian embassy the mo-
ment it receives orders to that effect. 

The Russian newspapers clamor for war. 
The Turkish generalissimo has gone to 

the Danube to assume the immediate com-
mand. 

The czar is about to start for Kischeneff, 
the head quarters of the army on the Turk-
ish frontier. 

It is thought in 12;esth that Austria and 
Hungary will ally themselves with England 
against Russia. 

The vatican is reported as jubilant over 
the prospect of a general war. 	• 

Persia, taking advantage of the porte's 
extremity, has put in a formal claim to Bag-
dad. 
• Rumors of prospective internationalist 

risings in various parts of Europe, chiefly 
Russia and Poland, are current. 

The Greek government is organizing a 
force of 60,000" men to be ready for .service 
in case of need. 

The Keios gives the following geograph-
ical note:— 

Kischeneff, or Kichenev, the head-quar- 

ters of the Russian army threatening Tur-
key, is a town of about 40,000 or 50,000 in-
habitants, the capital of the Russian prov-
ince of Bessarabia, on the borders of Rou-
mania. It is 85 miles northwest of Odessa, 
on the Black Sea, and about 40 miles inside 
the Russian frontier. It is almost due 
north of Constantinople, and about 400 
miles distant. It is connected with the 
Russian system of railroads. The river 
Pruth, which here forms the boundary, is 
a branch of the Danube, and has. a due 
southerly course, entering the Danube a 
short distance above its mouth. It is here 
that the Russians will cross into Turkish 
territory upon the formal declaration of 
war, which is expected to be proclaimed 
this week. 

Later advices as received through the 
week are as follows:— 

LONDON, April 16.—Advices from Vi-
enna are to the effect that Austria may be 
drawn into the war, and will at once be 
obliged to assume a position of defensive 
neutrality. 

ST. PETERSEITRGH, April 16.—The war 
feeling is intense, and the war bids fair to 
be the most popular ever undertaken by the 
Russian government. 

The following is from the News of Apr. 
17:— 

Gen. Ingatieff will accompany the czar 
to Kischeneff, where they are expected the 
latter part of this week, when a formal dec-
laration of war is looked for. 

Four Russian-  corps began the march 'on 
the 13th to the river Pruth, and two other 
corps are marching to take their place 
at Kischeneff. 

The question of mobilization is still in 
suspense in Austria. • 

It is rumored that Turkey is willing to 
cede to Austria a portion of Herzegovina. 

Froffi the News of the 18th:— 
The Russians are marching toward the 

Roumanian frontier, and it is believed will 
cross the Pruth without waiting for the 
formal declaration of war. The czar is ex-
pected at Kischeneff on Sunday next, and 
we shall then certainly have something de-
cisive. It is announced, however, that 
Russia has dispatched a new circular by 
special messengers to the various powers, 
which will probably be presented on Mon-
day. Its purport has not transpired, but it 
is taken to mean that war is not absolutely 
decided upon. The Roumanian govern. 
ment is preparing for any emergency by 
mobilizing its entire military force. 

Latest war notes.—Apr. 21. 

Prince Charles has issued a decree order-
ing the mobilization of the Roumanian 
armies. 

Turkey is reported to be dismayed at 
the prospect of imminent war, and would 
back out if it were not too late. 

The Russian war manifesto says that as 
every endeavor by the emperor to preserve 
the peace has failed, owing to the stubborn-
ness of the porte, while the condition of 
the Christians in the East is unimproved, 
therefore his majesty, as the natural pro-
tector of the Sclavonian nations in the east, 
has been compelled to resolve on obtaining 
by force of arms such guarantees for his 
distressed fellow-believers on Turkish soil 
as appear 'absolutely necessary for the se-
curity of their future welfare. It says that 
conquest is not aimed at, and that Russia 
will quit fighting when she secures these 
guarantees. 

THE GRASSHOPPER QUESTION. 

THE work of destruction that has been 
done in some of our Western States by the 
locust and the fearful possibilities and 
probabilities of its future career are but 
faintly understood by people who have not 
been eye-witnesses of its work, or who have  

not been made to suffer thereby. This 
evil has been gradually increasing in pro 
portions for twelve years until the official 
voice of the afflicted States has pronounced 
it a national calamity. A " Petition for 
Relief from the Ravages of the Grasshop- 
per," signed by a large number of the peo-
ple of Minnesota was presented to the Con- 
gress of the United States last fall. It 
called attention to these three facts:— 

" 1st. That fOur years ago, a vast swarm 
of grasshoppers from beyond the Missouri 
River settled down on the south-western 
portion of this State to the very great dis-
tress of its inhabitants; whose crops were 
almost wholly destroyed. 

"2d. That since this time they have mul-
tiplied in countless numbers year by year, 
until they have at length spread themselves 
over a section of the State averaging 150 
miles in width by 350 miles in length, or 
nearly two-thirds of its whole area. 

" 3d. That during this period, the settlers 
in this infested district have suffered un-
told privations. Thousands of families 
have been reduced to utter poverty, and 
would have perished had they not received 
assistance. Millions of dollars' worth of 
property has been destroyed, and portions 
of the entire region blighted as if by fire." 

The petition then prays Congress to take 
measures to exterminate the locust by of-
fering bounties for the destruction of the 
eggs and insects, or by other means. A 
conference of governors for , consultation 
upon the grasshopper problem was held at 
Omaha, Nebraska, the 25th and 26th of 
last October, a full report of which was 
given in the St. Paul and Minneapolis 
Pioneer Press. From this we gather the 
following facts: The States that were form-
ally represented were Missouri, Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Dakotah, Minne- 
sota. Gov. Pillsbury, of Minn., in giving 
a reason for invoking the aid of the nation- 
al Government used these words:— 

" Considering the sudden and fitful 
movements of the locusts, the limitless 
field of their operations, and the mysterious 
and predatory nature of their inroads, they 
constitute a formidable enemy with which 
no single. State or community can expect to 
cope successfully; and it is my profound 
conviction that an evil which, by threaten-
ing our agriculture, threatens the source of 
productive industry, deserves the prompt 
and thorough consideration of the general 
government:" 

Prof. Thomas, speaking for Illionis, fa-
vored action both by the national and state 
governments, declaring that the destructive 
insects were a national evil, and required a 
national remedy. Gov. Kirkwood, of Ia., 
said that the pests had deposited their eggs 
in much new territory this year, and he 
greatly desired a practical plan for saving 
next year's crops. Gov. Pennington said 
that no grasshoppers were hatched in Da- 
kota, but that they lighted down upon them 
from elsewhere in countless millions. Gov. 
Hardin said that thirteen counties in Miss-
ouri were totally ravaged in 1875, and the 
people were saved from starvation only by 
the contributions of more fortunate coup -
ties. He was decidedly favorable to con- 
gressional and state action, and thought 
that every able-bodied man should be called 
out in an emergency, as for defense against 
a common ememy. Gov. Garber, of Neb., 
spoke giimilarly. Gov. Osborne, of Kau., 
said that the entire State, with few excep- 
tions, was literally perforated with grass- 

goes on to resent t 
the powers t e righ 
measures 
to carry 01 



ritual Attletico. 
RELIGION! 

RELIGION ! What treasures untold, 
Reside in that heavenly word! 

More precious than silver or gold, 
Or all that this earth can afford." 

To these words of the poete heartily 
respond, Amen! But what • culty, pro- 
pensity, or sentiment of humanity has been 
more abused and perverted, than the re-
ligious? That part of our nature which 
was intended to be the greatest blessing to 
man by allying him to his Maker, by be-
ing turned from the channel of truth has 
been turned to a curse, degrading him be-
low the level of the beasts that perish; for 
beasts never thought of offering their own 
kind in sacrifice to appease the wrath of an 
offended, tyrannical deity. 

Attracted by the sound of music, I en-
tered a Catholic church-building, just in 
time to witness the closing scene. There, 
before a splendid altar, made radiant by 
lighted candles, stood the priest arrayed in 
costly, though clumsy, regalia, attended by 
a considerable number of lads in white liv- 
ery, to attend his nod, and bend the sup-
ple knee as they passed his august pres-
ence, or he passed them. But the scene 
soon closed; and the devout worshipers, 
bowing the knee as they passed out of their 
seats, and dipping their fingers in the fonts 
of holy water near the door, and making 
the sign of the cross upon themselves, 
while they cast a farewell glance back to 
the altar, left the house. 

"And this," said I to myself, as I walked 
away, "is religion! These deluded dupes 
of a blind superstition doubtless feel that 
all is well with them. They have attended 
the confessional, paid the priest, and heard 
mass; and what more do they need?" 

The ancient pagans, from whom the Ro-
man Church derived their doctrines and 
rites, were ostensibly pious and very de-
voted. They had " a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge." Their blind 
credulity and devotion led them to the 
most barbarous and inhuman acts; even to 
the sacrificing of the life of their own chil-
dren. Such was their religion. Were they 
lacking in religious zeal? Witness their 
tremendous shrieks and cries as they call 
aloud to their gods, till very hoarseness 
forbids the utterance of articulate sounds. 
See them leap upon the altar, and cut their 
flesh with knives and lancets, till the blood 
gushed out and trickled down their persons 
to the earth. Zeal is not the ingredient 
that is wanting. It is lack of knowledge. 
It is the lack of a faith, calm and reasona- 
ble based upon facts; such facts as are re-
vealed in the glorious gospel of the Son of 
God. 

The religion of the Bible consists in a 
calm and steadfast faith in clearly revealed 
and• proven facts, a firm reliance on the 
promises of God, and obedience to his 
commandments. Those who are in the ex-
ercise of such a religion as this have a right 
to be zealous; they have a right to shout 
the high praises of God. But their zeal 
will be tempered with reason. " The spir-
its of the prophets are subject to the proph- 
ets." " God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all the congregations of 
the saints." "All things are to be done de-
cently and in order." Order implies a reg-
ular arrangement and succession of things. 
All may prophesy " one by one," that all 
may learn; not all at once, for that would 
tend to confusion and not to edification; 
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above are the symbols of enlightenment 
and Christianity, while below are the in-
signia of Satanic excrescences. 

"How long shall these things be? Is 
there a day of accountability? Is there a 
just God? When shall the apathy that 
prevails in the .community and the halls of 
Congress towards the poor and lowly em-
igrant cease? When shall justice prevail, 
and just laws, be enacted and administered? 
When shall those who seek our shores be 
brought over in American ships under the 
protection of influences and regulations es-
tablished by a people imbued with human-
ity and a high sense of the scope of free 
institutions? Until a radical change takes 
place in the public sentiment in sympathy 
with which our law-makers act,Ihese hells 
will continue to be a link between shame 
and the grave—a foul blot on our national 
character, a disgrace to humanity, a mock 
to Christianity, a king-demon that revels in 
the ruin of the innocent, and shouts in tri-
umph over the souls plunged downward 
into darkness and despair." 

WM. PENNIMAN. 

hopper holes which were filled with eggs, 
and that great anxiety was felt for next 
year's crops. 

The conference adopted a report which 
provides for an appeal to the president of 
the United States for a national commis-
sion to investigatehthe subject, and recom- 
mends the several state legislatures to 
adopt, among other means, a bounty la* to 
encourage the destruction of eggs and in- 
sects. 

Gov. Pillsbury, in his message to the leg-
islature of Minn., given Jan. 4, 1877, says, 

"The extended and increasing destruc-
tion of the locusts, or grasshoppers, is a 
matter of portentous and vital concern for 
the interests of agriculture. With a con-
stantly encroaching area, these insects now 
occupy more or less of the vast region ly-
ing between the Mississippi River and the 
Rocky Mountains—between Hudson's Bay 
and the Gulf of Mexico. They invaded no 
less than sixteen States and Territories 
during the past year, including, indeed, 
seven States lying east of the Mississippi. 
Their mysterious habits, the celerity and 
evasive nature of their flights, their incon-
ceivable numbers, the illimitable theatre 
for their incursions, and °their insatiable 
rapacity, combine to render them a national 
scourge which demands a national remedy. 
Against such an enemy, while it may be 
doubtful whether any human agency may 
avail, it is certain that, unless speedily 
checked, nothing less than the combined 
power, ingenuity, and resources of State 
and Nation can be successful." 

The governor thinks that so far as con- 
cerns the hatching of the insects in borne 
soil, it is practicable, by assailing them at 
every stage of existence from embryo to 
maturity, to so far exterminate them and 
guard against their attacks as to secure 
substantial exemption from their ravages; 
but says that against the full-fledged 
swarms that, unheralded, swoop down up- 
on them from abroad in such myriads as 
to defy human reckoning, " man, with all 
his resources, can but stand helpless and 
aghast." 

With commendable philanthropy, Gov. 
P. has taken steps to acquaint himself with 
the destitution of the people. In his Mes-
sage, he says, 

To obtain "possession of the proper in-
formation respecting the actual condition 
of such sufferers, I recently visited a por-
tion of the ravaged territory, and by min-
gling with the people around their hay 
fires, witnessing their scanty clothing and 
partaking of their scanty fare, became 
thoroughly satisfied of their destitute con-
dition as well as of their noble patience 
under severe afflictions 	In this con- 
nection, I cannot refrain from an expres-
sion of my severe reprobation of the -prac-
tices of a class of money loaners who, by 
their extortions and the merciless sacrifice 
of securities upon default of borrowers, add 
to the suffering of these people. In some 
of the towns of the ravaged districts, not 
only is the farm of nearly every resident 
encumbered, but scarcely a cow, horse, 
team, or farming implement, remains un-
covered by a chattel mortgage; and loan-
ers often strip a helpless family of its last 
defense against impending starvation." 

We are forcibly reminded of the lan- 
guage of James to the rich men of the last 
days. Please turn to James 5, and read it. 

An appropriation of $7,500 has been 
made by the State of Minnesota for the aid 
of those whose crops were destroyed last 
year. Applications for relief coming from 
thirty-one counties have been recieved from 
3,455 persons. 

A Minnesota paper of January 13 says 
that a large portion of Minnesota, Nebras-
ka, Iowa, and Missouri, and nearly all of 
Kansas, is " seeded down with grasshop- 
per's eggs." 

The Chicago Times of April 16, says 
the " flying scourges of the West " are 
making their appearance in Kansas, and 
that the grasshopper questiOn is beginning 
to engage the attention of business men 
and farmers alike in Missouri. A dispatch 
from Omaha, April 15, says that they are 
hatching out in that vicinity by the mil- 
lion. The people expect these will emi-
grate, but they fear a visit from 'hoppers 
hatched elsewhere. 

The same paper of the 19th inst. says 
that the soil in fifteen counties in north-
western Iowa is " literally honeycombed " 
with the nesting places where the " winged 
plague " have deposited their eggs. A 
shovelful of dirt taken up and placed in a 
warm room soon develops scores of the 
pests. Many people are leaving the thrice 
devastated region, while many are too poor 
to get away.` 

Prof. C. V. Riley, in an interesting arti- 
cle upon the habits of the grasshopper, in 
the Scientific American of April 28, 
writes as follows:— 

" In a few weeks the ravages of the 
Rocky Mountain locust will, in all proba-
bility, be creating more attention than ever, 
as the area threatened by the young insects 
is larger than ever before, beginning in 
south-eastern Dakota, including the south-
western half of Minnesota, the western half 
of Iowa, four counties in north-west and 
twelve in south-west Missouri, Benton Co. 
in Arkansas, Texas from that point to the 
mouth of the Sabine River, thence along 
the Gulf to Austin, and more or less all the 
country west of these points to the mount-
ains." Gov. Pillsbury says that their 
grounds extend north to Hudson Bay. 

Now we ask the question, Is this the 
" Northern army " foreseen by Joel the 
prophet? And is this army being recruit- 
ed for its work of great destruction? Do 
the events in the East indicate that the na- 
tions are preparing to act the final scenes 
of Dan. 11? and of Joel 3? If so, " Alas 
for the day! for the day of the Lord is at 
hand, and as a destruction from the Al-
mighty shall it come."—Joel. Read the 
book of Joel, and parallel prophecies. 

c. w. S.  

and in case "there come in those that are 
unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say 
that ye are mad?" The Lord would not 
have his people give the impression to out-
siders that they are madmen, Christians 
are the most sane and reasonable persons 
in the world. .They are the light of the 
world. 	 R. F. COTTRELL. 

KEEP THY HEART WITH ALL 
DILIGENCE. 

" KEEP thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life." We can-
not over-estimate the importance of giving 
heed to this precept. Something of exceed-
ing value is given us to keep; and this 
precious gift of God, which we are exhorted 
to keep with all diligence, is the heart, or 
the thinking, intelligent part of our being, 
especially the affections. 

In our bodily organism, the heart is that 
vital organ from which flows the life cur-
rent to all parts of the system. We know 
if its action is healthful, and the blood 
pure, the whole body will be in health and 
vigor, while if the reverse of this is true 
feebleness and disease will follow. The 
affections are vital to the moral nature. If 
they are pure, being set upon things above, 
and not on things on the earth, then the 
moral nature will exhibit moral beauty and 
vigor. It is because our affections natural-
ly cling to earth,--to its joys, its honors,. 
and its treasures, that we are so earnestly 
exhorted to keep the heart, lest God should 
be forgotten, and heavenly things despised. 

That we may keep the heart in the sense 
that is here meant, it must be renewed by 
the Spirit of God. The current of our af-
fections must be turned from earth to Heav-
en, by its divine agency. To keep it in this 
direction we must exercise all diligence and 
watchfulness on our part, thus becoming 
co-workers with Him. But the Word says, 
" The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?" 
We do not know our own heart;, and are. 
in a great measure blind to its evil tend-
encies. We cannot control our affections• 
by an effort of the will, as we can our hands, 
or our feet. How then shall we keep the• 
heart, since our own wisdom and ability 
are insufficient? We cannot know the hid-
den tendencies of our hearts, except they 
are revealed to us by the Spirit's enlighten-
ing power. 

I cannot trust my heart ; 'tis only known 
To Thee, who searchest all its depths of ill." 

We cannot keep the heart only as we• 
commit it in simple trust to Him who says in 
tender, pitying love, " Give me thy heart.' 
Our thoughts and affections are the springs, 
from which our actions flow. "As a man 
thinketh in his heart, so is he." If pure. 
and correct principles govern our thoughts,  
and affections, our characters will be de-
veloped in harmony with such principles. 
If evil thoughts are cheaished, and our af-
fections are set upon unworthy objects, the-
result will be seen in the life and charac-
ter. 

The reason why we should keep our 
hearts with all diligence is given in the 
text,--" for out of it are the issues of life." 
The issue is the end, or ultimate result. 
Whether the final result of life will be 
happy or the reverse, depends upon the 
keeping of our hearts. If we are careless 
and indifferent about the matter, or refuse. 
to obey the divine command, Satan will be 
sure to gain possession of our affections, 
and control them to his own liking, and 
sad indeed will be the result. Not only 
in this life will it bring evil upon our-
selves and others, but in the world to come, 
the wrath of God, and eternal death. But 
if with all diligence we keep our hearts in 
the love of God and obedience to his: 
righteous law, then will the result be hap-
py, thrice happy, sweet joy and peace no• 
language can portray. Instead of eternal. 
death without one ray of hope to cheer its, 
gloom, or dispel the mist of darkness for 
ever, it will be eternal life in the light and. 
glory of paradise regained. 

Who would not choose the latter as his,  
portion? Who would not shrink in terror' 
from the former? One of these two issues• 
we must inevitably meet. Shall we choose 
now the portion of the blest, while Mercy 
spreads over us her wings of love, and 
broods in tender pity over our fallen race?' 
Shall we choose now, while a loving and' 
compassionate Saviour says, Come, give• 
ine thy heart, and I will preserve its affec-
tions pure; and the issue shall be joy un-- 
speakable, and full of glory? Shall we 
choose now, while angels watch with tear-
ful interest our decisions, that they may 
bear on swift pinions of light the glad tid- 

THE MILLENNIUM NOT DAWNING 
YET. 

THE great metropolis of the western con-
tinent, with its schools of learning, its 
churches, its commercial advantages, should 
be A beacon light, not only to the western 
continent, but to the nations of the earth; 
yet it has become so wicked it is a wonder 
that the judgments of God do not descend 
upon it as they did upon Sodom. It is only 
because there are a few righteous in the 
city that it is not destroyed. The Horn-
ing recently speaks as follows of some of 
its terrible sins:— 

"New York has its `regions below '—
regions infernal, down steep, slimy steps, 
in basements stretching far away under 
ground, and divided into apartments where 
debauchery of all forms revels nightly, 
where the victims of temptation and sin 
hold loathsome orgies, where robbery is 
safe from the eye of justice, and where 
murder leaves no bloody footprints. The 
glare of gas-light and sounds of revelry 
come up from these hells; painted, gaudily-
dressed creatures flit past the open doors; 
and unsuspecting youth, gay and thought-
less, reared in the lap of luxury and refine-
ment or in the quiet retreat of country 
homes, go down those steps into the com-
pany of the vile, to be tainted in soul; and 
to continue to go down, down, the steps of 
moral depravity till ruin anal the grave 
shall finally end their career. Reckless 
men of all grades go down there. 

"There are no restraints of shame or law. 
The policemen saunter back and forth, well 
knowing that crime in every form is there 
committed; they march lazily along, swing-
ing their maces, badges of their official 
character, stopping occasionally to hob-nob 
with the proprietors or to dally with a 
favorite; they make the corners ring the 
All's well!' by a brisk thump on the pave-

ment—and that is all. None are restrained 
from entering the sinks of pollution, no 
crime is prevented, no criminal brought to 
justice. 

" If any complaint be made. to them of 
robbery, they mockingly inform the victim 
that he had no business to enter such a 
place,' and so the revelry goes on, night 
after night, year after year—a disgrace to 
civilization and humanity, unrestrained by 
law, and unchecked by the sentiment of 
the community. No picture drawn from 
the most degrading practice of barbarous 
nations could half equal in revolting hid-
eousness what actually transpires in this 
city of free schoolS, gorgeous churches, and 
marble halls of commerce. 

" The peal of the church bell and the 
sounds of bestial revelry from these clois-
ters of shame blend in sad discord—when 
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jugs of a new-born soul, so there may be 
. joy amid, the angelic host, over the repent-
ing sinner? Shall we choose now, while 
the Spirit says, Come? 

"Oh ! sinner, turn, why will you die ? 
Cod. your Maker, asks you why." 

" Only one hope I see,- 
0 sinner, seize it now, 

The blood that Jesus shed for thee, 
No other hope haat thou." 

NELLIE F. HEALD. 
Tern/pie, .N. H. 

BIBLE BUTTER. 

MANY persons who like to have their 
" bread well buttered " argue that butter 

-must be healthful because the Bible men-
tions it as a special dish. Thus in Gen. 
18: 8, Abraham treated the angels with 
butter and milk; in Deut. 32: 14, Moses, in 
describing how the Lord fed Israel, men-
tions butter of kine, and milk of sheep; 
in Judges 5: 25, Jael gave Sisera butter in-
stead of milk; in 2 Sam. 17: 29, among the 
things that were brought to David and his 
people, butter was mentioned; in Job 20: 
17, Zopliar speaks to Job about brooks of 
.butter; in Isaiah 7:22, the prophet speaks 
.of the righteous' eating butter. Hence if 
butter was a healthful dish in Bible times, 
'why not now? 

But this argument can be refuted by one 
simple fact, viz., that the original word for 
butter in the above passages means cream, 
or cream and milk mixed together. The 
'only word used in the above mentioned 
passages is chemah; the name being de-
rived from the mode employed by the an-
cients in separating the cream from the 
milk. Aside from the self-separating pro-
cess, they adopted two other modes, name-
ly, either to put the milk into a leather bot-
tle and shake it awhile, or to warm the 
milk, which last process gave rise to the 
name chemah. Chemah, signifying cream, 
4:ir cream and milk mixed together, being 
lierived from the verb cham, to be warm. 

Now let us examine some of the above 
'texts. In Judges 5: 25, Jael gave Sisera 
'butter instead of milk. In the preceding 
chapter, verse 19, to which chap. 5:25 has 
Teference, we find that Sisera was thirsty, 
and asked Jael for a drink, upon which she 
opened a bottle of milk and gave him drink. 
-Could butter, the kind now in use, have 
quenched his thirst? 

In 2 Sam. 17: 29, where all the things 
'that were brought to David and his people 
.are mentioned, the verse concludes as fol-
lows: "for they said, The people are hun-
gry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilder-
ness." Now among all the articles there 
•enumerated, we find nothing that could 
'have quenched thirst with the exception of 
.butter. Could it have been like modern 
butter? 

In Job 20: 17, Zophar speaks to Job about 
brooks of butter. What kind of brooks 
could they have been, filled with solid but-
ter as now in use? I will mention one 
more passage, and then let the reader judge 
:for himself; that is, in Prov. 30: 30, where 
it says, "Surely the churning of milk 
bringeth forth butter." Here, some butter-
.eater might say,.We even find they had a 
churning-machine to churn butter with. 
But let me state, if the original should be 
.rendered churning, it ought to read thus: 
." Surely the churning -of milk bringeth 
'forth butter, and the churning of the nose 
-bringeth forth blood: so the churning of 
wrath bringeth forth strife;" for in the 
original the same term is used for churn-
ing, wringing, and foreleg. It would be 
more like the original if it were rendered, 
-" Surely the agitating of milk (for a short 
time, after the manner in which they were 
Accustomed to do it, as described above) 
bringeth forth 'cream, and the agitating of 
the nose bringeth forth blood: so the agi-
tating of wrath, bringeth forth strife." 

M. B. LICHTENSTEIN. 

WE MUST BECOME AS LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 

"STIFFER little children to conic unto me, 
-and forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of God." Luke 18: 16. 

. The above language is supposed by very 
many to teach that all little children who 
die such will go to heaven. This may be 
so, and it may not be so. The Bible does 
not say anything upon this point; and what 
the Bible is silent upon, men also had as, 
well be silent upon. The Bible does say' 
of little children, " Qf such is the kingdom 
of God." It also says, "Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of .heav-
en." Matt. 18: 3. Now what is this lan- 

guage designed to teach? We believe it 
is this: faith and trust in our heavenly 
Father. 

The little child trusts its earthly parent; 
it knows its parent is ever mindful of it, 
and will administer to all its wants. It 
feels its own inefficiency, and trusts not in 
itself; but depends upon one more capable 
and powerful. It takes no thought of what 
it shall eat or wear, knowing that it has a 
parent who will provide all these; and if it 
feels that it has wants, it lays those wants 
before that parent in whom it has all faith 
—in whom it confidingly trusts. Just so 
must and will the Christian feel toward his 
heavenly Parent. He feels the same help-
lessness and dependence upon his heaven-
ly Father that children feel, and has the 
same faith and trust in him that children 
have in an earthly parent. 

If we have the evidence that we are 
God's children, then why take such thought 
for food, raiment, etc., as we often do? 
Will not God care for his own ? Most 
certainly he will. No good thing, we are 
told, will be withheld from them. Also, 
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him." If 
earthly parents, "being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto their children, how 
much more shall our Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them that .ask 
him!" The Christian lays hold on these 
promises, and trusts them, as the child does 
the promises of a kind earthly parent. 
How appropriate, then, are the words, 
" Seek first the' kingdom," etc. 

If we have the evidence that we are God's 
children, and heirs to the kingdom, all is 
well. 	e have his care, his help, which 
is more than all the world can give, and 
where is the use of taking thought for the 
things of the world? Our work is to go 
forward in the discharge of duty, act our 
part, and leave the balance to God, who 
will most certainly discharge his part. 
The man who trusts in an arm of flesh is 
cursed, (Jer. 17:5,) while the man who 
makes the Lord his trust is blessed. Je'r. 
17:7. 

The man who attempts the battles of life 
without the help of the Lord is sure of a 
failure, in the end. Why attempt such a 
task in our own feeble strength, when we 
may have the help of the Lord? Men are 
foolish enough to attempt such a task in 
their own strength, but ah! how very fool-
ish! It is worse than the man who built 
his house upon the sand. We want God's 
help. We may have it. We want more 
faith in God and his word. This we may 
obtain. May the Lord increase the faith 
of his trusting children. 

J. M. GALLEMORE. 

PATIENCE. 

Mrs is a subject of vital importance to 
those professing godliness. While we have 
to try to live godly in this present evil 
world, we have to battle against a wily foe, 
who is working with all his power to de-
ceive mankind, and if possible to make their 
damnation sure. He is acquainted with 
all our weaknesses, and knows the very point 
upon which we can stand the least tempta-
tion. The enemy throws trials and tempta-
tions in our way, hoping that through some 
of these things we might become impa-
tient, and grieve the good spirit, and so 
give the enemy a stronger hold upon us. 

Patience is one of the Christian graces 
which should be carried into every avenue 
of life. At home by the fireside, at work 
on the farm or in the shop—patience is 
needed at all times and in all places. We 
see many men who are always fretful, dis-
agreeable, unpleasant, unhappy; who can-
not live peaceably with their neighbors nor 
with their families. Everything goes wrong 
with them. Poor fellows; what trouble 
they have! NIThat is the matter with them? 
We think they have need of patience. 

We have seen such people professing 
godliness, and those, too, who are hoping 
that it may be said of them, " Here is 
the patience of the saints." Rev. 14:12. 
What shall we say to them? The apostle 
Paul says to such ones, " 0 man of God, 
flee these things; and follow after righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meek-
ness. Fight the good fight of faith; lay 
hold on eternal life." 1 Tim. 6: 11, 12. 
God regards patience as a great virtue in 
the Christian life. Read the following 
texts: Heb. 12: 1; Jas. 5: 7, 8, 11; 2 Pet. 
1:6; Luke 21: 19; 1 Pet. 2:20; Rom. 12: 
12; Heb. 6:12; 10: 36. "For ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the will of 
God, ye might receive the promise." 

Then, my brother, let us remember that 
patience is the mainspring to a Christian  

life. And may God help us to lay aside 
every weight and the sin that doth so easily 
beset us, and run with patience the race set 
before us. 	 S. M. C. 

TWO PATHS. 

Asa there two paths that lead from earth's dark plains 
Up to the glorious City of our God? 
Is there an easier way than that which all 
The unnumbered throng of ransomed ones have trod? 
One path the Saviour chose. His form was bowed with 

grief, 
His visage marred more than the sons of men. 
His footsteps, traced in blood, mark all the way. 
Prophets, apostles, holy men of old, 
Here walked, and the unnamed, illustrious throng 
Who wandered on the mountains bleak and wild, 
Or dwelt in dens and caves, of whom the world 
Was all unworthy, who were slain, were torn 
Asunder, yielding not their faith, because 
They sought a better resurrection. Thus 
They overcame, and in their Leader's name 
Wrought mighty works. 

The eye was fixed on God, 
And while they toiled, and agonized, and prayed— 
The sweat drops on their brow—there rested too 
A holy calmness that was not of earth; 
Above the marks of toil and anguish shone 
The light of Heaven reflected. From their lips 
Oft burst sweet strains of music, joyful praise, 
As they had caught the glad triumphal song 
They hoped to swell on the immortal shore. 
Another path lay close beside the first, 
Another way, and yet it seemed the same, 
And they who walked therein were pilgrims too. 
Upon their gayer robes were traced the words, 
"Dead to the world," and "New Jerusalem." 
Sometimes were heard the songs of Zion there, 
But oftener far there floated on the air, 
Wild, rippling laughter and the worldling's song. 
No bloodmarks there, no tears of penitence; 
They followed Pleasure and her giddy train; 
Yet, even in their glee, upon each brow 
Rested a shadow, and 'mid peals of mirth 
Breathed many a sigh. 

Does this path also lead 
Up to the hills of promise? No ; ah! no. 
Little by little it wound far away, 
So slowly that the busy, heedless throng— 
Many who started in the narrow way, 
Too soon beguiled into this easier path— 
Noticed it not, and soon it merged itself 
Into the smooth, broad road by worldlings trod. 
They knew it not. The light of Heaven went out ; 
The Golden City ceased to charm their sight. 
Blinded with pleasure they swept gaily on, 
Till mercy fled, and the dread wrath of God 
Burst in its terror on a doomed world. 
The Judge appeared; the great white throne was set; 
The harvest of the earth, the golden wheat, 
The clusters of the vine, were gathered there, 
Or for the garner as a precious store 
Or but to, fill the wine-press of his wrath. 
Where now were they who trod the narrow path ? 
Their weariness was gone, their grief and pain ; 
Their brows were radiant with heavenly light. 
From this vast multitude a mighty shout, 
The voice of many waters, rent the air 
'With alleluias; "for the Lord our God 
Omnipotent doth reign. Let us rejoice 
And give him honor." 

But that giddy throng, 
Oh ! where were they, who chose the downward road ? 
Their faces gathered blackness, and their robes 
Were torn and blood-stained. They were shelterless. 
From their pale lips burst forth the fearful cry, 
"Alas for us! the summer now is gone, 
The harvest past, and we are yet unsaved. 
0 rocks and mountains ! fall, and hide us from 
The face of Him who sits upon the throne. 
The day of wrath is come, and who shall stand?" 
And multitudes of lost ones crowded round, 
And in accusing tones cried out to them, 
Had it not been.for you, we had been saved, 
We looked to you, and now, let our soul's blood 
Be on your heads. 

Reader, be not deceived. 
Only one path leads up from earth's dark plains 
To that bright goal, the City of our God. 
There is no easier way for us than all 
The countless throng of the redeemed have trod. 
Choose wisely now. It may be thine at last 
To say with joy, "The good fight I have fought; 
My course is finished, I have kept the faith; 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
Of righteousness, which He, the righteous Judge, 
Shall give me at that day, when he appears." 

MARY A. DAVIS. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

SHARP CORNERS. 

I HAVE often thought of the remarks of 
Bro. 	concerning a co-laborer. "He takes 
but little room; one is not afraid of run-
ning against sharp corners when he is 
around." That young man must have got 
self out of the way; and how agreeable it 
made his presence! My yohng friends, 
how is it with you? Are you trying to find 
and hew down the sharp corners? " I 
write unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong "—strong to overcome evil, envy, 
pride, self-will, etc., corners so " sharp " as 
not only to be in the way of, others, but to 
keep good angels from coming very near 
you. Your characters are yet very impress-
ible. Let me entreat you to begin at once 
to round them up by well directed, con-
tinued effort and help from on high. Be 
not only a tower of strength, but a grace-
ful column of moral beauty. Get ready 
for a position of loved and honored useful-
ness in the broad field you will soon enter. 

Young lady, do you fill so large a'space 
that brothers and sisters and even parents 
have to move very carefully lest they hit 
you somewhere? Do you feel that your 
mates are not always free and cordial to-
ward you? and have you never thought 
they may be afraid of some " sharp corner "? 
Look out for selfishness, jealousy, etc. 
You may expect always to be treated with 
this reserve unless you go to work resolv-
ing that every unlovely trait shall be sub-
dued, everything that could cause a sting-
ing word or unkind glance. The easiest 
way to conquer,is to live for others instead  

of yourself. Try it, relying on Jesus for 
the help you need, and see if you long have 
cause to feel you are unloved. Beware of 
unconscious irritability always. Oht 
what blessed treasures our daughters are to 
us when the " sharp corners " are removed, 
and the grace of God lives in their hearts. 

Have we come to middle age without 
paying much attention to these " sharp cor-
ners "? How they will stand in the way in 
the bustle and perplexities of active life, 
often preventing the interchange of warm 
friendship, and closing avenues of useful-
ness! Though our habits are strong, yet 
" he giveth more grace " to those who need 
more. He can easily break the rock, and. 
in him we may and must conquer. 

There are aged persons (with' sorrowful 
respect for grey hairs I write) who always 
seem to require a wide berth. Unloving, 
they fail of securing the love that would so 
smooth their descending way. I have 
known old age sweetly blessed and cheered 
with the confiding love of old and young, 
because kindly sympathies had always so 
ruled their lives that even in the weak-
ness of life's decline, asperity could find 
no room. Oh! how we reverence such a 
grand old age as that! 

Mother, are you watching for unlovely 
developments in your little ones? Yield-
ing clay are they in your hands. With a 

firm hold from above, shall we not train 
these precious ones for a place in the tem-
ple of our God? It is a golden moment 
for our work. A little effort now will tell 
far more than a mighty one a few years 
hence. Dr. Kellogg remarked in a public 
meeting here not long since, that the brain 
of an infant is so very soft that the mother 
can make its mind just about what she will. 
Thus it is that " the hand that rocks the 
cradle is the hand that rocks the world." 
But who is awake to these things, and who 
is sacrificing self for the formation of right 
characters in her children? Let us wisely-, 
kindly, firmly, subdue or develop as the 
case may require, laying a secure founda-
tion till we shall come to stand. before the 
master with sweet, grateful triumph, ex-
claiming, " Behold, I and the children 
whom the Lord hath given me." 

M. E. STEWARD. 
Battle Creek. 

A SWEARER ALONE WITH GOD. 

A CARRIER in a large town in Yorkshire 
heard his carter one day in the yard swear-
ing dreadfully at his horses. The carrier 
was a man who feared God, spent the 
Lord's days as a teacher in a Sunday-school, 
and endeavored to promote the spiritual 
good of his fellow-creatures. He was 
shocked to hear the terrible oaths that re-
sounded through the yard. He went up to 
the young man, who was just setting off 
with his cart for Manchester, and, kindly 
expostulated with him on the enormity of 
his sin, and then added " But if thou wilt 
swear, stop till thou get through the turn-
pike on the moor, where 'none but God 
and thyself can, hear." 

The poor fellow cracked his whip and 
pursued his journey, but he could not get 
over his master's words. Some time after, 
his master observed him in the yard, and 
was very much surprised to see him so al-
tered. There was a seriousness and quiet-
ness about him which lie had never seen 
before, and he often seemed as if he had 
something to say that he could not get out. 
At length his master was so much struck 
with his manner that he asked him if he 
wanted anything. 

" Ah! master," said he, "do you know 
what you said to me about swearing.? I 
was thunderstruck. I went on the road, 
and I got through the turnpike, and reached 
the moor; and there I thought that, though 
I was alone, yet God was with me; and I 
trembled to think how he had been with 
me, and had known all my sins and follies 
all my life long. My sins came to my re-
membrance, and I was afaid that he would 
strike me dead; and I thank God that I 
have been roused to seek after the 'salva-
tion of my poor soul." 

The master, as may be supposed, was 
overjoyed to hear the young man's confes-
sion; and it is gratifying to know that his 
subsequent conduct gave proof of his hav-
ing ceased to be a slave to sin. 

"A word spoken in due season, how good 
is it! "—Sel. 

"Now is the accepted time; now is the 
day of salvation." How many, in conse-
quence of neglect, have exclaimed at a 
dying hour, " The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved." 
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" My grace is sufficient for thee : for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness." 1 Cor. 
12 : 9. 

NEXT to the promise of eternal life in the 
kingdom of God and in the enjoyment of the 
beauties of the earth made new comes the grate-
ful assurance that amid all the trials of life and 
the temptations of the devil the grace of God is 
sufficient for all who would labor for that inher-
itance that fadeth not away. 

Grace, properly, is spontaneous, perhaps un-
merited, favor. In one sense it is mercy ; and 
yet, it is distinguished from mercy—it precedes 
it. It was the grace of God that opened the way 
for the exercise of his mercy to fallen man. 
The grace of God is that divine attribute which 
springs from the never-failing fount of charity, 
or love. It is that gentle, loving, encouraging 
voice that says to him who is cast down or in any 
way disheartened, or who is discouraged on ac-
count of the difficulties of the way and failures 
in the past, Try again. 

The grace of God is broad enough to save 
all mankind ; therefore it is not his fault that 
the majority walk in the broad way, and go to 
perdition. ,Paul testifies that God would have 
all men to be saved, and that Christ gave him-
self a ransom for all men. 1 Tim. 2 : 4, 6. Pe-
ter says that the Lord is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance. 2 Pet. 3 : 9. This is in direct har-
mony with the original plan. When man sinned, 
the race was hopelessly lost. But right here 
the love of God was displayed. " God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life." First, he loved 
the world ; then, secondly, his grace was dis-
played in bestowing upon man the unmerited 
gift of his Son as a ransom ; and in the bestow-
al of that gift, provision was made for all man-
kind—" that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Finally, the last gracious invitation in the Bi-
ble is so very broad as to extend to every son and 
daughter of Adam. " And the Spirit and the 
bride say come. And let him that heareth say 
come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take of the water of life 
freely." 

But, although provision is so ample, and the 
invitation so free, there are conditions with 
which we must comply in order finally to ob-
tain mercy and salvation. It would be in 
accordance with the will of God to have all men 
saved ; but all men will not come unto him that 
they may be saved. God gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish ; but the majority have never believed 
on him, nor do they to-day. The invitation to 
some is to everyone that will ; but the sad fact 
is that few will. " The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin ; " but this is on con-
dition that " we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light." "He is faithful and just to forgive our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness ; " but before he can do this, we must con-
fess our sins. 1 John 1 : 9. 

It is a comfort to the child of God to know 
that whatever he may be called to encounter in 
the way of duty, the grace of God is sufficient 
for him. " By grace ye are saved through 
faith." Paul refers to the prophets and holy 
men of old as examples of faith, and we know 
that it is through that faith that by the grace 
of God they will finally obtain the promise with 
us. 

Noah lived in a very wicked age of the world ; 
and God called him to stand before the people 
with a very unpopular message. Do you think 
that Noah had so little of human weakness 
about him that he did not tremble in view of 
the great work before him ? I do not believe 
it. Nothing but the grace of God was ever 
sufficient to sustain him while a hundred and 
twenty years he preached and practiced against 
the teachings and works of a wicked world. 

What sustained Abraham, when put to the 
severest test of faith that ever man was called 
to endure ? What sustained the three worthies 
who were cast into the fiery furnace on account 
of their faith ? What was Daniel's support 
when thrown into the den of blood-thirsty 
lions ? It was the favor, the grace of the bene- 

ficent God whom they adored. Faith in God 
secures his favor, his grace. Read the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews for a list of mighty works 
done through faith. 

The same God of all grace that was the 
strength of his faithful ones anciently, speaks 
with the same inviting, encouraging words to 
the heart of the sinner to-day, and gives the 
same assurance of divine aid to the earnest, 
struggling soldier of the cross. Paul says that 
he was the chief of sinners, and that the mercy 
of Jesus Christ was especially shown to him for 
a pattern to all them which should hereafter 
believe on him. 1 Tim. 1 : 15, 16. Take cour-
age, despairing one, the grace of God is sufficient 
for you, if you will accept of it, and try earn-
estly to keep his commandments. 

The child of God, who is bowed under afflic-
tions, who feels that he could serve God better 
were they removed, should remember that Paul 
was persecuted, whipped, and imprisoned, be-
sides laboring under a certain physical infirmity 
which he besought the Lord three times to re-
move ; and then he should remember the Lord's 
answer to Paul,—" My grace is sufficient for 
thee." Paul acknowledged his own nothing-
ness, accepted the proffered grace, and by it did 
mighty works. 	 e. w. S. 

A.!PLAIN TALK TO THE MURMURERS. 
Some Facts for Those Who Are not in 

Harmony with the Body. 

(Conti /wed. ) 

As to the Christian character of Sr. White, I 
beg leave to say that I think I know something 
about it. I have been acquainted with Sr. 
White for eighteen years, more than half the 
history of our people. I have been in their 
family time and again, sometimes weeks at a 
time. They have been in our house and family 
many times. I have traveled with them almost 
everywhere ; have been with them in private 
and in public, in meeting and out of meeting, 
and have had the very best chances to know 
something of the life, character, and spirit of 
Bro. and Sr. White. As a minister, I have had 
to deal with all kinds of persons, and all kinds 
of character, till I think I can judge something 
of what a person is, at least after years of inti-
mate acquaintance. 

I know Sr. White to be an unassuming, mod-
est, kind-hearted, noble woman. These traits 
in her character are not simply put on and cul-
tivated, but they spring gracefully and easily 
from her natural disposition. She is not self-
conceited, self-righteous, and self-important, as 
fanatics always are. I have frequently come 
in contact with fanatical persons, and I have 
always found them to be full of pretentions, 
full of pride, ready to give their opinion, boast-
ful of their holiness, etc. But I have ever found 
Sr. White the reverse of all this. Any one, the 
poorest and the humblest, can go to her freely 
for advice and comfort without being repulsed. 
She is ever looking after the needy, the desti-
tute, and the suffering, providing for them, and 
pleading their cause. I have never formed an 
acquaintance with any persons who so constant-
ly have the fear of God before them. Nothing 
is undertaken without earnest prayer to God. 
She studies God's word carefully and constantly. 
I have heard Sr. White speak hundreds of 
times, have read all her testimonies through 
and through, most of them many times, and I 
have never been able to find one immoral sen-
tence in the whole of them, or anything that is 
not strictly pure and Christian ; nothing that 
leads away from the Bible, or from Christ ; but 
there I find the most earnest appeals to obey 
God, to love Jesus, to believe the Scriptures, 
and to search them constantly. I have re-
ceived great spiritual benefit times without 
number, from the testimonies. Indeed, I never 
read them without feeling reproved for my lack 
of faith in God, lack of devotion, and lack of 
earnestness in saving souls. If I have any 
judgment, any spiritual discernment, I pro-
nounce the testimonies to be of the same Spirit 
and of the same tenor as the Scriptures. 

For thirty years these testimonies have been 
believed and read among our people. How has 
it affected them ? Has it led them away from 
the law of God ? Has it led them to give up 
faith in Christ ? Has it led them to throw aside 
the Bible ? Has it led them to be a corrupt, 
immoral people? I know that they will com-
pare favorably with any other Christian denom-
nation. One thing I have remarked, and that 
is, that the most bitter opponents of the visions 
of Sr. White admit that she is a Christian, 
How they can make this admission is more than 
I know. They try to fix it up by saying that 
she is deceived. They are not able to put their  

finger upon a single stain in all her life, nor an 
immoral sentence in ail her writings. They 
have to admit that much of her writings are ex-
cellent, and that whoever would live out all she 
says would be a good Christian, sure of Heaven. 
This is passing strange if she is a tool of the 
devil, inspired by Satan, or if her writings are 
immoral or the vagaries of her own mind. 

Another fact should have great weight with 
our Sabbath keeping Adventists. All the lead-
ing men among us, those of the very strongest 
minds and the best talents, and who have had 
every facility for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury to become thoroughly acquainted with Sr. 
White and her writings, have the strongest faith 
in her testimonies. This, with our people who 
keep the Sabbath and believe in the Advent 
doctrine, should have great weight. I could 
name half a dozen men whose writings you read 
with great delight, whose talent and ability you  
all admire, whose piety and, doctrine none of 
you question, who have all confidence in her 
gift. By a long and intimate acquaintance with 
Sr. White and her writings, they have had a 
hundred-fold better chance to decide upon this 
question than ninety-nine out of a hundred lay 
brethren. They have seen Sr. White in vision, 
they have heard her deliver hundreds of testi-
monies to individuals whom they know. In-
deed, they themselves have been reproved 
through them, and they have read and studied 
her writings over and over thoroughly. They 
are conscientious, God-fearing men,—men, too, 
who are close Bible students. Do these persons 
doubt the testimonies ? No, not one of them. 
We do not ask others to believe upon their 
faith ; but we do say that others who have not 
had the opportunity to investigate this ques-
tion as these men have, should feel some mod-
esty in giving a different decision upon, or tak-
ing up opposition against, the same question. 

Another fact I have noticed : Impostors are 
always anxious to build up themselves. Any 
one who will support them they will flatter and 
praise and sustain ; but I know it be just the 
reverse in this case. Those who have been the 
most often, and, probably, the most severely, 
reproved through the testimonies, are those 
who have been the warmest supporters of Sr. 
White. This does not look like' the policy of a 
deceiver. But the special point which we wish*  
our brethren to reconcile in their own minds is 
this : How they can believe the third angel's 
message, how they can believe that this is the 
special work of God, how they can believe that 
the time has come for these truths to be given 
to the world, and that in the providence of God 
they are being given, and still can believe that 
Sr. White is not the servant of God, and her 
testimonies are not from the Lord. 

Consider the fact that for over thirty years 
these testimonies have been intimately con-
nected with this work, that Sr. White has had 
a very prominent position in the work, and that 
her testimonies have had a good deal to do in 
shaping this work, and in sustaining and build-
ing it up,—consider all these facts, and then 
reconcile this if you can with the supposition 
that the work is of God and the workmen are of 
Satan ! Would God allow a deceiver, an im-
poster, to stand in so prominent a place in his 
work for so long a time ? If this be so, we 
fearlessly challenge any one to point to a single 
example of a similar case in all the history of 
God's work upon earth. Where did the Lord 
ever have a special work to be done for his 
church where a corrupt man has taken hold in 
that work, and stood at its head all the way 
through? The very idea is absurd. Do you 
find it so in the case of Noah ? of Moses ? of 
Elijah? of the forerunner of the first advent? 
or at the time of the Reformation ? in the work 
of Wesley ? or of Wm. Miller ? There is no 
case. God has never suffered it to be, neither 
will he now. No, dear brethren, we must ei-
ther renounce the third angel's message, or ac-
cept those whom God has raised up to give it. 
And this naturally brings me to consider an-
other notable fact in our history, which I will 
notice in my next. 	D. M. CANRIGHT. 

CHURCH QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 

WE have noticed where church quarterly 
meetings are kept up, and a business meeting 
is held in connection with them, and the s. B. 
is collected, members report, and the ordi-
nances are celebrated, that we find a live church. 
The s. B. should be paid into the church treas-
ury as often as this. It will be found much" 
easier to thus pay it than to wait six months or a 
year. This is attested to by hundreds who have 
tried it. God's claims in all things should be 
first. Seek first the kingdom of God and its 
iighteousness, and all other things shall be  

added. This will bring his blessing into fami-
lies and churches. 

Once in three months is none too often to-
celebrate the ordinances of the Lord's house. 
Each member of the church residing away should 
feel it a privilege and duty to report to the 
church to which he belongs as often as this. 
If there exists any trial, most certainly it should 
not be left to continue year after year until a 
chronic difficulty rends the church in twain. 
The hearts of the members should be knit to-
gether in love. The standing of each individual 
and the fellowship existing between each other 
should be inquired into once in three months. 

Each Tract Society holds its district quarter-
ly meetings. It would add much interest to 
this branch of the work if the librarian in each 
church would place into the hands of every 
member a blank, so that the reports of Mission-
ary labor might be read at this time. Interest-
ing letters which have been received may be 
read, and experiences related. There is the 
clubbing of the SIGNS, which are to be used in 
obtaining interested readers. The labor of do-
ing this is giving a rich experience to hundreds; 
and this experience related would make such a 
meeting both profitable and interesting. The 
brethren would be better prepared for a district 
quarterly meeting if they knew what each church 
in the district had done. If these church quar-
terly meetings are held the first Sabbath and 
Sunday in each quarter (first of Jan., April, 
July, and Oct.,) then the district meeting might 
be held a week later unless there be reasons for 
changing it ; and in that case it need not affect 
the church quarterly meeting. 

It is not unfrequent that there are names of 
individuals on the church book that the clerk 
knows nothing of, not even their whereabouts. 
There should be a set time when it becomes 
the special duty of the church to inquire into 
the standing of each member. " Am I my 
brother's keeper ?" is the question proposed by 
Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother ; and this becomes too much the feel-
ing of many, unless a special effort is made to 
guard against it. Quarterly meetings held as 
above suggested will help this matter much. 
New York is waking up to this subject. See 
Eld. Canright's article in REVIEW of April 5. 
Shall we not do it here in Michigan ? Some of 
the churches are already pursuing this course, 
and it works well. God will help us as we help 
ourselves. 	 S. N. HASEPaa.. 

UNITY OF ACTION. 

THERE is nothing in the Christian religion 
but what ennobles the mind, enlarges the heart, 
and cultivates a spirit of disinterested benevo-
lence. It is not at all strange for ministers to 
become strongly attached to those fields of labor 
where God has blessed their labors. Neither is 
it at all strange that those who embraced the 
truth under the labors of such men should feel 
an attachment to them, and desire to have their 
labors. But if any branch of the work or any 
portion of the field should be left to one mind, 
there would be loss ; for it would bear the mark 
of the human more than the divine. It is God 
that is leading in his work, and it is safest to 
follow the united judgment of God's people. 
The General Conference represents the combined 
judgment of his people. The State Conference 
comes next. It is therefore unwise for any one 
man to follow his private judgment, or yield to 
his personal feelings independently of the body, 
unless he is acting without any connection with 
the people' of God. 

We are about entering the season of tent la-
bor, and there should be a feeling of freedom 
with ministers to confer with their respective 
Conference Committees. Not that the Commit-
tees will assume the dictatorial position, or that 
the minister should lose his identity ; but a 
free interchange of ideas will elicit much light 
and give a better understanding of each other. 
God will approve of such a course. Quite fre-
quently there are reasons why ministers should 
change their fields of labor. Those having an 
eye to all parts of the field may see reasons 
which they whose labors and feelings have been 
local do not appreciate. 

It is both reasonable and consistent for 
churches to esteem those highly who have been 
instruments in the hands of God in bringing 
them into the truth, but a change of gifts is also 
beneficial to them. It is the clean provinder 
winnowed froin the chaff of error, that 	spir- 
itual growth, and not so much the vessel through 
which it may be received. Ephraim was like a 
cake unturned—a good Christian under certain 
circumstances ; but a change of circumstances, 
and his goodness became like thesmorning dew. 
God is jealous for his people, angels are weigh- 
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ing moral worth, and watching the develop-
ment of character. When influences are caus-
ing a defect in their experience, his providence 
will indicate, at least, a change of circumstances 
that will reveal to them another page of their 
hearts, and learn them something more of them-
selves. Therefore a yielding, submissive spirit 
is necessary on the part of all. 

S. N. HASKELL. 

" LET US WATCH AND BE SOBER." 

THOSE, who truly wait for the Lord, and pre-
pare to meet Jesus, are "the children of light, 
and the children of the day." 1 Thess. 5: 5. 
The children of the night, and of darkness, sleep. 
They are slumbering on the brink of the abyss 
of. destruction. They rest securely at the base 
of a burning mountain whose fiery, seething 
billows are about to pour forth without warn-
ing at any moment. They hasten on merrily 
over the smooth ice which is undermined by 
strong currents. They are sailing with song 
and music over the turbulent waters of life's 
ocean, and pay no attention to the threatening 
clouds which darken the horizon, or the quick 
lightning-flashes which portend the coming 
storm. The mouth of hell is opened widely 
beneath to swallow them up, the snares of death 
are all around them, but they know it not. 
Satan has caught them ; sin upon sin is weigh-
ing them down with heavy chains, but they 
make no effort to get loose. The servants of 
God lift up their voice like a trumpet. The 
watchman cries aloud, Flee, flee from the sins 
of Babylon ! but they are not moved. The 
warning voice of the last message of mercy is 
sounding ; but they slumber on securely in sin 
and unbelief. 

Oh ! what terror will be manifested, when 
the thunder of the judgment-day wakes up all 
the children of darkness. Then it is too late. 
The sun of mercy has set. The longsuffering 
of God is past. They chew their tongues for 
pain. The plagues of the last day have come 
upon them. They blaspheme the God of heav-
en, but repent not of their sins. Behold, how 
they sink down with terror in hopeless destruc-
tion ! Hark, what cries of distress, as they go 
away in outer darkness where there is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth ! All the children of the 
night are hastening on to this terrible end. 
The great day is coming upon them like a thief 
in the night. For when they shall say, peace 
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, and they shall not escape. 

But the children of God are not in darkness. 
They do not sleep as do others. They watch 
and are sober. This proves that they are the 
children of light. And every one who will 
hear the word of the Lord, and the warning to 
flee from the wrath to come, and receive Christ 
as his Lord and Saviour, can find room among 
the children of light. For God has not appoint-
ed us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is now high time to awake out of sleep. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Let 
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armor of light. Rom. 13 : 12. 
Let us walk honestly, as in the day ; not in 
rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and envying, but 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light. Eph. 5 :14. Awake to 
righteousness and sin not ; for some have not 
the knowledge of God : I speak this to your 
shame. I Cor. 15 : 34. 

Dear reader, do you watch with the children 
of light? or do you sleep as do others? Have 
you put on the whole armor of God : the breast-
plate of faith and love ; and for a helmet, the 
hope of salvation ? How long will you halt be-
tween two opinions ? If Baal is God, serve 
him. But if the Lord is God, serve him. Serve 
him with all thy heart, and with all thy strength. 
Behold, how the fields are white for the harvest! 
Do you serve the Lord of the harvest ? Will 
you not to-day give your heart to the Lord ? 
Come, go with us to the goodly land. Trust in 
your Saviour. Love him who loved you first. 
Serve and worship him alone. The day of 
grace is nearly past. Will you bend your knees 
and your heart before the Lord now ? Then he 
will be gracious unto you, and save you in the 
name of Christ. 	JOHN G. MATTESON. 

THE SABBATH. 
For What Purpose Instituted. 

THE fourth commandment gives the reason 
for the institution of the Sabbath thus : " For 
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the  

seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day, and hallowed it." Why was the 
Sabbath blessed and hallowed, or sanctified ? 
The reason is here plainly given. There is no 
chance for mistaking the reason, except from 
choice. 

But there are those who stoutly contend that 
the Sabbath of the decalogue was instituted to 
commemorate the deliverance of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage ; and they quote the follow-
ing text with much assurance in proof : "And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land 
of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand and a 
stretched out arm ; therefore the Lord thy God 
commanded thee to keep the Sabbath day." 
Dent. 5 : 25. This text gives no reason why 
the Sabbath was blessed and hallowed ; the 
other does. The fourth commandment tells 
why the Sabbath was instituted; this text only 
refers to a renewed obligation to keep the com-
mandment of God, namely, their deliverance 
from servitude ; and for this reason they were 
to allow their servants the same privilege. 
" That thy man-servant and thy maid-servant 
may rest as well as thou. And remember that 
thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt." 
Their deliverance from servitude did not orig-
inate the obligation to keep the Sabbath, but by 
it they were laid under renewed obligation to 
keep His commandments, who had set them 
free. 

In Deut. 24 :17, 18, we have a parallel case. 
"Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the 
stranger, nor of the fatherless ; nor take a 
widow's raiment to pledge ; but thou shalt re-
member that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, 
and the Lord thy God redeemed thee thence ; 
therefore I command thee to do this thing." 
Did their redemption from Egypt originate their 
obligation to the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow? No sane man will claim this. But 
it might be claimed with as much propriety, as 
to claim that the obligation to keep the Sabbath 
originated thus. The one is as much a memo-
rial of their deliverance from Egypt as the oth-
er. We know that the Sabbath had its origin 
at the creation. The fourth commandment 
points us back to that event ; and we turn back 
to Gen. 2 : 2, 3, and we find that the seventh 
day was blessed and sanctified at the close of 
the first week of the world's history. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

BUILDING MEETING-HOUSES. 

EVERY year now, Seventh-day Adventists are 
adding quite a number of meeting-houses to the 
number previously built ; hence it becomes a 
matter of importance that they should be built 
right. Any speaker knows that there is a vast 
difference in houses of the same capacity, so far 
as easy speaking and ready hearing is concerned. 
In some comparatively small houses it is almost 
impossible to make an audience hear, while in 
others quite large, a whisper can readily be 
heard in any part of the, house. This great dif-
ference is simply in the arrangement of the 
house. 

The house we have just finished at Rome, 
New York, we regard as a perfect success in 
every direction. There is no ring to it. You 
can hear the lowest conversation from any part 
of the room. The house is thirty-two feet wide, 
fifty-four feet long, and the studding is twenty 
feet ; but the ceiling overhead is dropped down 
two feet, making it only eighteen feet between 
the floor and the ceiling. The house is set up 
some two feet above ground, which makes it of 
fine proportions. It looks well. 

The blinds outside run two feet higher than 
the windows, the top blind being stationary. 
We have a hall eight feet wide, running the 
width of the house, excepting the gallery stair-
way. For the gallery we have a room which we 
value very highly. As usually constructed, 
galleries are a nuisance. In this case we put 
the ceiling over the entry as low as it would do ; 
then we projected the gallery floor three feet out 
over the audience room, which really adds to 
the looks of the room. This gives us a room in 
the gallery 11x32 feet. Then we run the ceiling 
up on the rafters, making the room twelve feet 
high, and it has two windows. Between the 
gallery and the audience room there is a light 
partition hung on pulleys, which we can open or 
close as we like. When the lower room is 
crowded we open this, and have a large gallery. 
When it is not we close it. In this room is a 
small stove. Here we have our prayer-meetings 
and all small gatherings. In the winter we do 
not have to warm up the whole body of the 
house for a little prayer-meeting ; and then how 
lonesome it seems for eight or ten to get to-
gether in a large room for a small meeting 1  

Altogether, we value this room very highly. 
The additional cost of the house is but a trifle. 

Instead of having a great high platform which 
lifts the speaker's feet about as high as the heads 
of his audience, and puts his head where he gets 
all the hot and impure air, our platform is only 
sixteen inches high, which is plenty high enough. 
It is seven feet wide and sixteen long. This is 
very convenient on many accounts. 

Instead of having two heavy sashes in each 
window, we have four light ones, the two mid-
dle ones being stationary, the upper and lower 
hung on pulleys. These small sashes of course 
can be easily managed with little danger of 
breaking. The house is also frescoed inside. 
This cost a little more than the ordinary hard 
finish, but it adds greatly to the appearance. 
The house is warmed by two large stoves placed 
nearly in the centre at each side. This affords 
nearly an equal warmth to all parts of 	house, 
and brings the audience forward and more to-
gether. There being two chimneys, the pipe 
goes straight up, avoiding a long stretch of pipe, 
and that which is' sometimes the case, oppres-
sive heat over the speaker's head. 

The cost of this house was about $2,500. If 
brethren wish to build a house of this cost, we 
think they would have to try many times before 
getting so good a pattern. The house is well 
finished throughout. A house of the same size 
with cheaper finishing could be built probably 
for $300 less. If any do not wish a house as 
large as this, 28x42, 16 ft. posts, are good pro-
portions. I have tried several of these dimen-
sions, and find it exceedingly easy speaking in 
them. I should never build a house 30x40, or 
in that proportion. Above all do not make a 
great, massive pulpit, or a high platform, nor 
fail to hang your windows on pulleys. 

D. M. CANE TOTH% 

FIRST. 

" BUT seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you." Matt. 6: 33. 

It is impossible for the carnal mind to take 
hold aright of the work of God. In every 
thought, word, act and motive, self and inter-
ests connected with self-interest continually 
crowd to the surface and clamor for the ascend-
ancy and for the preference. 

Business or pleasure or both claim the first 
place ; and the Bible and the truths it contains 
are put off and slighted or entirely set aside. 
The morning of the day and the morning of 
life are far too precious in the view of practical 
men, to be spent in the service of God. Wait, 
say they, till the work of the day is over ; or 
wait till age shall come with its harvest of wealth 
and honor ; then we will see to this matter. 

But the words of Christ do not admit of any 
other meaning ; we must do his work first of all. 
In this age of general apostasy, these important 
words of our Saviour are understood and appre-
ciated by few ; and few practice them in all 
things. 

First of all, seek those things which tend to 
the honor of God and the salvation of men ; 
then those things which are secondary, as food 
and raiment (see the context), shall be added 
unto you—shall be added, not may be added, 
unto you. 

The above text is from the " Sermon on the 
Mount," as it is called, which extends over the 
whole of the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters 
of Mattbew, and is all of general application, 
and is not confined in its sense to any class of 
teachers, but is applicable to all the followers of 
Christ. God will not accept of a secondary ser-
vice. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, is the absolute command of God, in 
the Old Testament and in the New. 

It is the misfortune of the present age, that 
Christianity is professed by many, and is po-
sessed by but few. The Babylon of the Apoca-
lypse has stood up before the world for more 
than thirteen centuries, and has set the world 
an example of formalism, which it has not failed 
to learn. The kings of the earth and their sub-
jects have imbibed largely of the spirit of the 
papacy ; and although they have thrown aside 
allegiance to the temporal power of the popes, 
yet the wine of Babylon (its tendancy to formal-
ism) is at this very time doing its stupefying, 
intoxicating work upon the whole so called 
Christian world. 

So general and widespread has been the in-
fluence of the papal church upon the Christian 
world, for so long a time, that it may be doubt-
ed if there is one person in ten thousand at the 
present time, in all the domains of Christendom, 
whose character is not affected more or less by 
influences flowing directly from Roman Cathol- 

icism ; and the very tendency of everything pe-
culiar to the papal church is to lessen the honor 
of God and to exalt the honor of man. 

The influence of the papal church has ever 
been to turn these words of Christ in an in-
verted order, and to • say, Seek first the honor 
of the creature, the interest of the papal see, 
and the holy mother church : take care of these 
first ; and then, as far as is possible, do the 
works of God. Such has been the influence of 
the papal church, for thirteen centuries—yes, 
for thirteen hundred years, she has sat upon 
her throne, and with all the authority of an em-
press, she has emphatically said by her example 
and by her acts and her words that she was to 
the church as God ; and instead of seeking first 
the kingdom of God, the honor of God, she has 
sought the honor of herself, and has made the 
honor of God wholly a secondary thing, or has 
put it off altogether. 

Reader, is this a matter to be applied to the 
papal church alone, and its members ? Are not 
we, yes, you and I, stupefied and intoxicated in 
a greater or less degree, by the wine of Bab-
ylon, which we have sipped. True, we ap-
prove of Luther and the Reformer, but did they 
wholly recover themselves from the effects of 
the papal errors ? Let history reply. 

The reformation was but a beginning in re-
form. Christianity, as it came from its founder, 
and as delivered by the apostles to the church, 
was a glorious system ; but it has been terribly 
mutilated by its professed friends. Now, what 
do we behold ? Do all seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness ? Is not the posi-
tion of the reformed churches at this time a bur-
lesque upon this command of our Saviour? 

Seek first the vanities of earth, seek for 
wealth, for learning, pleasure, and honor ; then 
seek for the kingdom of God, upon the bed of 
death, or when age has laid upon you its weight 
of sorrow and care, weakness and imbecility,—
this is the silent voice of the many whose exam-
ple gives law to society: 

Thus Christ's command is inverted ; thus he 
is disobeyed and dishonored. A formal, lifeless 
Christianity lies like an incubus upon the nations, 
and few are aware of its deadening effect upon 
all. Attempts to rise from this terrible stupor 
are like the attempt of a man in a.fit to rise and 
assume the life and grace of healthful, buoyant 
youth, while the pallor of death whitens his 
ghastly features ; or, they are like to the symp-
toms of the partially drowned man, as he begins 
to recover from the effect of being too long sep-
arated from his natural element, the vital air. 

But, thank the Lord, there have ever been, 
and still are, those who seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness ; and such have 
ever testified that all other necessary things were 
added unto them. 

The example of all good men proves to us the 
certainty of this promise. The patriarchs and 
prophets and the good of ancient times, all 
found a supply in God. In the time of want, 
succor was at hand ; whether it was a nation, 
it was supplied by the manna ; or a single 
prophet, the raven brought him a daily supply. 
Our Saviour, by a word, fed five thousand at 
once. 

But he would lay peculiar stress upon seeking 
God first of all. This is the great object of life ; 
this is first and infinitely most important of all 
things,—to love our Creator, and serve him 
with joy and gratitude of heart ; to study his 
will and his ways, to walk carefully in his stat-
utes, to keep in view the Saviour, who died that 
we might have pardon in his blood, and to have 
continually with us his Spirit to sanctify us, and 
to lead us to God through Jesus Christ his dear 
Son. 	 JOSEPH CLARKE. 

EXCITEMENT.—Rev. Dr. Arnot, having been 
charged with " excitement " when speaking on 
total abstinence, has replied 

People need not tell me that I am excited 
on these questions. I know that I am. I 
should be ashamed before God and man if I 
were not. There is more in the public houses 
of Glasgow to stir the spirit of a minister than 
all that Paul saw at Athens. In my ministry, I 
meet the horrid fruits of these whiskey shops. 
I see men and women perishing in the pitfalls. 
The number of victims is so great that it over-
whelms me. My brain is burning, my heart is 
breaking. The church is asleep and the world 
too, and they are hugging each other. I am 
weary with holding in ; I must cry. I would 
rather be counted singular in the judgment of 
men, than be counted unfaithful in the judg-
ment of God." 

NOT RING can be love to God which does not 
shape itself into obedience.—.P. W. Robertson. 
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COME TO JESUS. 

BROKEN-HEARTED, weep no more I 
Hear what comfort He hath spoken, 

Smoking flax who ne'er bath quench'd, 
Bruised reed who ne'er bath broken:—
" Ye who wander here below, 

Heavy laden as you go, 
Come, with grief, with sin oppress'd, 
Come to me, and be at rest!" 

Lamb of Jesus' blood-bought flock, 
Brought again from sin and straying, 

Hear the Shepherd's gentle voice—
'Tis a true and faithful saying:—
"Greater love how can there be 

Than to yield up life for thee? 
Bought with pang and tear and sigh, 
Turn and live !—why will ye die ?" 

Broken-hearted, weep no more 
Far from consolation flying; 

He who calls hath felt thy wound, 
Seen thy weeping, heard thy sighing:— 
" Bring thy broken heart to me, 

Welcome offering it shall be; 
Streaming tears, and bursting sighs, 
Mine accepted sacrifice." 

—Sel. 

?rogroos of Mr t atm. 
He that goeth forth and vreepetb, bearing precious seed, shall doubt. 

lose come again with rgjoieing, bringing ins sheaves with him. 

SOUTHERN FRANCE. 

WHEN we wrote our last report we were 
near Neuchatel, Switzerland. There, we 
had a good meeting with Bro. Andrews 
and some of our Swiss brethren and sisters. 
We were thankful that Bro. Andrews had 
so improved in health as to be able to ac-
company us to Paris and to this place, to 
assist in matters to which we have already 
alluded in previous reports. Though the 
main difficulties relative to the distribution 
of tracts and public speaking were not 
removed, yet important objects were gained, 
and Bro. Andrews' counsels and instruc-
tions were appreciated. 

When we left for this journey, an im-
portant victory had been gained, and dur-
ing our absence Mrs. B. succeeded in hold-
ing the ground we had taken. After our 
return, we had the privilege of speaking 
once more to the people, who had invited 
us to occupy their hall. Three speakers 
were then sent for to oppose us. We met 
them one night, and defended the truth 
till near midnight. They were enraged 
because they could not accomplish their 
object, which was to regain those who 
were inclined to follow the truth. Their 
rash and wicked course toward us made 
the breach still wider, and gave us.  the 
sympathies of many. Sunday another 
preacher from L'Eglise Libre (the Free 
Church), ' who had always opposed the 
Darbyists, was added to the list. Herod 
and Pilate made friends. At the close of 
the forenoon meeting we were rashly or-
dered out of the hall, that the whole force 
of our opponents might be brought to bear 
upon the elder of the church, to persuade 
him to give up the Sabbath. But the ef-
fort was in vain. The elder was more 
than a match for' them all. He stood like 
a giant for the despised Sabbath of the 
Lord, combining prudence with firmness 
and dignified manners. The abuse he re-
ceived led several to leave the hall, weep-
ing, and as they passed by us they either 
kissed us or gave us a warm shake of the 
hand. 

At 3 P. n. another meeting was held. 
We were present. Our elder was also 
present, but was gagged when bringing 
out strong points. We could only look on, 
and pray that God would bring in confu-
sion by leading some one to stand for his 
law. God heard prayer. The minister of 
L'Eglise Libre, with great prudence, de-
fended the law of God. We responded, 
Amen, from grateful hearts, and our op-
ponents were defeated without our assist-
ance; and thus closed this meeting. The 
man who defended the law of God prom-
ised to read our journal with candor. 

Yesterday the brother who has taken a 
stand on the Sabbath, with three others, 
was excluded from the church, not on ac-
count of immoral conduct, but for the fol-
following reasons: (1) that he had offered me 
the communion (when all desired to have 
me join with them in this ordinance, and 
bade me God speed); (2) that he had vis-
ited families with me; (3) that he had sent 
our works to several of his friends. The 
elder had in a manly manner justified him-
self for pursuing this course. 

We have been engaged day and night 
in visiting and speaking to small compa-
nies. The law permits us to speak to nine-
teen persons besides the members of our 
family. The elder who has embraced the 
truth has been a teacher for thirty-five 
years. His wife has also taught with him.  

He was the principal speaker of the Friends 
in this city, and is widely known as an up-
right man among his people. He now pro-
poses to aid me, and test his calling to act 
as colporteur, and preach among us, asking 
the privilege of accompanying me for 
awhile, to learn the truth and our ways 
more perfectly. I have set forth our prin-
ciples on the subject of young preachers, 
and as I see in him humility and moral 
stamina, I venture, with proper counsel, to 
give him a chance to help me in the work; 
for I have to do the work of two men on 
many occasions. 

My health is better than it was when the 
battle commenced in this city. But oh! 
the greatness of this work! Infidelity and 
coldness reign in the church; the battle 
must be fought on baptism, and we have 
to meet serious restrictions of cruel and op-
pressive laws gotten up to favor the Rom-
ish Church. But our trust is in God. We 
shall aim to do those duties that lie the 
nearest to our path, and trust God for the 
future, 	 D. T. BOURDEAU. 

Rue tin Pare, No. .70, Valence, France, Apr. 4. 

PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW YORK. 

MONDAY, April 9, Bro. Reynolds and my-
self came to Port Allegheny, in the edge of 
Pennsylvania. This is a very mountainous 
region. The truth was preached here many 
years ago, and a good little church once or-
ganized. 

At this place was the scene of Eld. Ful-
ler's corrupt career. The exposure that 
followed, involving others in his ruin, dis-
couraged and scattered this church. Strange 
to say, they were never visited by our people 
afterward, but left to go all to pieces. 
They soon gave up their meetings; some 
apostatized, some moved to other parts. 
Several years afterwards, the Seventh-day 
Baptists came in, and undertook to help 
them. As they had no prospect of any-
other help, they were persuaded to form 
themselves into a Seventh-day Baptist 
church, although every one of them was 
as thoroughly Adventist as ever before. 
But for the last year or two they were 
again left by them, and everything was in 
a very discouraging condition. 

This winter one of our brethren, J. G. 
Saunders, by earnest solicitation, went 
there and held a series of meetings. The 
old friends of the cause were revived, back-
sliders were reclaimed, and a good number 
of new ones embraced the Sabbath, and 
were converted to God. Bro. Saunders re-
quested me to come, and help him. Tues-
day night we found their large school-
house crowded full. I spoke on the mes-
sages: Wednesday, the house was full all 
day, and also in the evening, and I spoke 
three times. We rehearsed the history of 
the cause in New York, and in that section, 
stated what we were doing now and our 
hopes for the future. I then called upon 
all present who were Seventh-day Advent-
ists to rise. Except one, all who observed 
the seventh day promptly arose to their 
feet. They said that they had always been 
Seventh-day Adventists, were still, and al-
ways should he. 

Two-thirds of those present either belonged 
to no church or to some of our own churches 
in other localities; hence we thought best 
to organize the church there. Thirteen 
united. Others will unite soon. A very 
few who had united with the S. D. Baptists 
did not unite with us as yet, though there 
is no reason why they should not, as they 
are as thoroughly Adventists as any of the 
rest. However, all will meet together the 
same as before. 

After speaking a short time on s. B., they 
promptly pledged $ 75.00 per year. Bro. 
Saunders was elected and ordained elder 
of the church. One was baptized. Thus 
this church is now in working ,order again. 
There are between thirty and forty S. D. 
Adventists within a dozen miles of this 
place. Bro. Reynolds remains here a coup-
le of weeks to look up these scattered breth-
ren, and to assist further in getting things 
in order. If proper labor is bestowed in 
this section, I believe that we may see our 
cause strong here once more. 

Friday evening, Apr. 13, I began meet-
ings at Portville, iu Cattaraugus, Co. They 
were held in a fine, large school-house, 
which was well filled at every meeting. 
There appeared to be a real, deep interest. 
I spoke six times, besides holding business 
meetings. A small church had been or- 
ganized here, composed of those who had 
moved from other places. Others have 
moved in lately. The blasting influence 
of Eld. Fuller's life had blighted and near-
ly destroyed the cause in this neighbor- 
hood. But still most had been faithful to 
the truth, though their numbers were small. 

Some had moved away, some had backslid-
den, and some had joined the S. D. Bap-
tists, as they have a large church near here. 

Our meeting was an excellent one. The 
brethren and sisters all took new courage. 
Four were baptized, and united with the 
church, and three others came from the S. 
D. Baptists, two of whom had formerly be-
longed to us. They found that • they could 
not feel at home among those who were 
not Adventists, and this was very sensible. 
Quite a number more will unite here by 
letter, as soon as they can get them from 
their churches where they belong. There 
is now a company of twenty-five or thirty 
Sabbath-keepers here, enough for interest-
ing meetings and a strong church. To the 
shame of our ministers' who have visited 
this church time after time, we found that 
there was no record of the church. We 
gathered up the facts as best we could, 
elected a clerk, and now hope to have 
things in order. Bro. Welch was elected 
and ordained elder of the church. 

The brethren pledged liberally on their 
s. B. according to their means, as most of 
them are poor. Their pledge is $118.00 
per year, besides the one-third for T. and 
M. Bro. Hall stays here a week to com-
plete the work. There are now three fully 
organized churches in Cattaraugus county 
numbering in all about seventy-five mem-
bers. There are quite a number more 
who have not yet united. The s. B. pledge 
for the three churches is $500.00, besides 
the one-third. I regard this as a rich field 
of labor, indeed, as good as I know of in 
the State. With very few exceptions the 
brethren are intelligent, respectable and an 
honor to the cause. There are no church 
trials to divide the brethren, and all are 
anxious to see something done. And some-
thing must be done for the cause in that 
section. Two tents ought to run in this 
part of the field this summer. Brn. George 
Bailout and D. B. Welch are now giving a 
course of lectures in this county. Bro. 
Reynolds will commence lectures immedi-
ately. We hope to see a general turnout 
to our camp-meeting. 

We request the presence of every mem-
ber of the Allegheny church .at our meetings 
at Niles Hill. All who want letters to join 
elsewhere must be at that meeting. 

D. M.. CANRIGHT. 

NEW YORK. 

Parma. 
Oum report is most encouraging. The 

Methodist minister, spoken of in my last 
report, came on with several of his breth-
ren, and succeeded in confirming the be-
lievers and satisfying others that Sunday-
keeping has no foundation in the Bible. 
He was present to hear my reply, after 
which he made some remarks calculated, 
as he thought,,to destroy the force of all 
that I had said. But when he had closed, 
the resident physician, an English gentle-
man of more than ordinary intelligence and 
ability, arose and said he thought the time 
had come when an expression of some kind 
was due with reference to what they had 
been listening to, and requested those who 
had been favorably impressed with Eld. 
Whitney's preaching to rise up, when the 
audience sprang to their feet en masse,  as 
if electrified. Only two or three kept their 
seats, and when the contrary expression 
was called for not one got up. 

The leading merchant, another fine Eng-
lish gentleman, closed his store on Friday 
night, and bore a good testimony in our 
meeting Sabbath, which was one of the 
best meetings I have ever attended. An-
other gentleman who is prominent in the 
community as a counselor at law, and who 
has been a backslider for many years, wept 
freely, and spoke with sonic feeling. There 
are now about twenty keeping the Sabbath, 
and others are very hopeful. 

The Baptist evangelist is still waging his 
warfare upon us; but, like a horse strug-
gling in the mire, every effort gets him 
deeper into difficulty. He preached on 
immortality yesterday morning, and I re-
plied to him last evening, with freedom,. 
before a good house. Perhaps I ought to 
say in justice to the pastor of the Baptist 
church, that he is not in sympathy with 
the course they are pursuing toward us. 
Opposition is strong and bitter on the part 
of some, but is not general. 

S. B. WHITNEY. 

Pine Meadow, in Orwell, Oswego Co. 

I COMMENCED labor here Apr. 1st. An 
interest to hear had been awakened by the 
judicious missionary labor of Bro. E. C. 
Hoxie; so we began with a full house, and 
the attendance has continued excellent for  

a country place, our congregations ranging 
from forty to sixty. We have examined 
the prophecies, .and the Sabbath in part. 
Three have already taken their stand, oth-
ers are in the valley of decision. Pray for 
us. 	 M. H. BROWN. 

ILLINOIS. 

Roscoe. 

OUR late quarterly meeting at Roscoe 
was good. The elder, Bro. Bowen, now 
living at Durand, was present to aid my 
brother and me in the services. Four times 
we assembled to hear the word of the Lord, 
once to pray with and for each other and 
the cause, once to celebrate Jesus' ordi-
nances, and twice to transact business. 
On first-day, Apr. 15, I spoke to a large 
concourse of people, assembled in the M. 
E. church to hear with reference to the 
death of Sr. Phebe Wood. The Master 
granted freedom, and I trust good was ac-
complished. 

At our business meeting, s. B. pledges 
were renewed and increased, and $77.01 
was placed in my hand to remit to our 
State treasurer. This is right, brethren; 
but, there is a larger amount that should 
follow this to the treasury. Let it conic, 
friends, from every quarter in our Confer-
ence. When I ask you, "How many tents 
should Illinois endeavor to use this season?" 
your reply is, "as many as we can support." 
This is a correct answer; but, whence comes 
this "support"? Fpom the ehureh treas-
uries. Therefore I ask, will our s. B. treas-
urers see to it that all redeem their pledges? 
Pay up, pay up, PAY UP. 

Now come back to Roscoe, a moment, 
till I gladly say to you, two were baptized, 
and ten united with the church. The Lord 
is exceedingly good, and I intend to serve 
him " while I have any being." 

G. W. COLCORD. 

Leroy, McLean County. 

WE commenced a series of meetings in 
the C. P. church of this place on last 
Thursday evening. About one hundred 
were out last evening, and all seem favor-
ably impressed so far. This town has 
about 1,400 inhabitants, anti only one 
church is now' sustained. We hope for 
good results. Pray for us. 

B. F. MERIT. 
C. H. Buss, 

MICHIGAN, 

I BEGAN my labors at Jerome four 
weeks ago. The attendance has been reg-
ular and unbroken. The petition for . the 
Congregational church was rejected on the 
ground of its heading, viz., "Petition for a 
course of lectures." However, on the 13th 
inst., the same church was occupied by the 
Moscow amateurs, in the presentation of 
the pleasing and popular drama entitled 
"The Last Loaf," which entertainment 
concluded with a farce. How consistent! 
yet how very significant! "More the lov-
ers of pleasure than the lovers of God, hav-
ing the form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof." 

Within the limits of five miles, there are 
now forty-five trying to keep the law of 
God. Most of these are in regular attend-
ance at the Sabbath meeting, and take part 
in the Bible-class. Among these there 
are nine converted from infidelity and spir-
itualism, who are now happy in the hope 
of eternal life through obedience toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. I 
have good reason to believe that this num-
ber may yet be increased by further labor 
if performed judiciously. There are re-
spectable and intelligent farmers in this 
community, who are in full sympathy with 
present truth, and who, I belieVe, will one 
day identify themselves with this people. 
Pray for the work in this part of the har- 
vest field. 	 E. P. DANIELS. 

NEBRASKA. 

Dodge County. 

THE first Sabbath and first-day in this 
month I held meetings with the friends of 
the cause in this county. Omens of re-
form and advancement here are of an en-
couraging nature. A church of sixteen 
members was organized, composed of 
Americans and Danes. Brn. Anderson 
and Midlaugh were chosen . and set apart 
to the office of elder and deacon. Others 
are keeping the Sabbath, who, I think, will 
be added to this company. 

, 	The 14th and 15th inst. I spent with 
the Stromsburg church, it being the time 
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of their quarterly meeting. Three were 
baptiied, and added to the church. 

CHAS. L. Born. 

Table Rock. 

SINCE I closed my meetings at Hum-
boldt, I have been holding meetings at this 
place. Quite an interest is manifested. 
We hope for good results. The good work 
is progressing in this part of the field. 
Calls for help are coming from all direc-
tions. Have courage, brethren. Be in 
earnest. Watch unto prayer. God will 
prosper his cause, and send more laborers 
to help us. 	 M. WING. 

-44.12A, 

MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA. 

Six more souls have embraced the truth 
of the fourth commandment, and declared 
themselves servants of Jesus. A Dunker 
preacher is one of them. These all live 
near to the company that embraced the 
truth last year under Bro. Robert Kilgore's 
labors. May God give them courage to 
make a full surrender to him. Bro. P. E. 
Ferrin helped in these meetings. 

G. V. KILGORE. 

MILTON PLANTATION, MAINE. 

I DAVE been laboring here about five 
weeks. Six have, embraced the truth, and 
others are almost persuaded. I shall re-
main here with them until I am sure I have 
done all that I can to promote the truth. 

R. S. WEBBER. 

WISCONSIN. 

Verner County. 

BRO. E. M. CRANDALL writes that at 
Hillsborough, where he preached twice, 
the people took tracts freely, and one fam-
ily believe the truth. One sister near 
Trippville, who had never made a profes-
sion, embraced the truth. 

Co full ardsville. 

I CAME to Couillardsville, Oconto Co., 
Feb. 21. Gave ten lectures twelve miles 
from this place, in Bro. Bradley's neigh-
borhood, where there were but three Prot-
estant-families. Had to close the meetings 
because the house I lectured in belonged to 
a Catholic, and he forbade having any 
more meetings in it. One family, however, 
embraced the truth. Came back to Couil-
lardsville, and gave a course of lectures. 
One week ago, the Methodist minister gave 
a discourse against the Sabbath. I re-
viewed him Sunday evening, and we feel 
that God gave the truth the victory over 
error. I have begun another course of 
lectures two miles from this place. Six 
signed the covenant at Couillardsville. 
Have established Sabbath meetings and a 
weekly prayer-meeting. Pray for the 
work here. 	MARSHALL ENOCH. 

TEXAS. 

To-DAY has been a good clay for the 
friends at Deckman. Twenty-four Sab-
bath-keepers were present at our meeting, 
and harmony prevails. The interest to 
hear is deepening. We believe that many 
will yet embrace the truth. I have just re-
ceived a letter from a man some forty-five 
miles from here to whom I sent the SIGNS. 
He has now commenced to keep the Sab-
bath; and he says he has let others have 
all the reading matter he has had, and that 
many are interested by reading. 

A. B. RUST. 

MINNESOTA. 

BRO. H. F. Primes is at present engaged 
in a discussion with a Restorationist preach-
er at Dundas. 

KANSAS. 

BRO. LAMONT reports tolerably good 
meetings at Osage City. Not much out- 
side interest. 

BELFAST, IRELAND. 

A LETTER received from Bro. Johnson, of 
Belfast, Ireland, says, " You have no notion 
of the stir amongst the people in this north-
ern part of Ireland on these great questions. 
Our ordinary preachers seem to know noth-
ing of such things. This is the gist of the 
whole matter: if those men will not preach 
and teach God's truth, he will just set them 
aside, and find men that will. 

"The clergy stand still on the one side, 
and the reading, thinking people on the  

other. The people are much surprised that 
the clergy are reticent on such momentous 
and all-important subjects. The whole cry 
of the clergy is, More sustentation;' and 
that of the people is, More information.' 
. . . The great Eastern question is the ques-
tion of the day. It is an important one for 
England. Turkey, I think, will come up 
for judgment; and the old man in Rome 
next." 

TEXAS. 

WE are sure that very much can be done 
in this new field in getting the truth before 
the people by missionary work, and we 
must try to get that kind of reading before 
them that they will read. I find in my 
travels that the SIGNS is read everywhere 
I hand it out. The people are anxious to 
get it. I believe we can do more good 
with it than with tracts. The T. and 
workers of Texas ought to have fifty copies 
of the SIGNS to distribute. We must wake 
up on these things. 

The brethren in this new field are most-
ly poor, and in the past have paid liberal-
ly in the cause; but, dear brethren, we must 
not stop now. This field is a large one, 
and we must all pull together. Very much 
can be done through the T. and M. work 
to open the way for faithful men to preach 
the truth. It rejoices us to know that the 
interest to hear about this truth is on the 
increase in this State. 

We would say to the scattered brethren 
in this State, we want you to take.hold of 
this work. Write to me, and let me know 
how you are getting along in the truth and 
in the T. and M. work, andb  what the inter-
est is where you live, what tracts you want, 
Sac. We expect much good to be done in 
this field this summer, and we want the 
help of all. In union there is strength. 

A. B. Rusar, Director. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

TO-DAY the Baptist evangelist in this 
place read the 13th chapter of Mark for 
his morning lesson, and when he came to 
the 30th verse he stopped and commented 
as follows: "The generation in which we 
are living, will not pass away till all these 
things are accomplished. The end of all 
things is nearer than most of us suppose. 
I believe there are those in this house that 
will see the opening ,heavens, and hear the 
last trump, when the angels will be sent to 
gather the saints of God." 

Now what does this mean? What can 
it mean but that the evidences are so 
strong that men are constrained to admit 
the fact that the signs of the second advent 
are fulfilled, and the day of the Lord hast-
eth greatly? This seems plain and com-
prehensible; but there is another point that 
is not so clear. The Bible plainly teaches 
that there is to be a warning given of the 
approach of the day of the Lord. In Joel 
2: 1, God says, " Blow ye the trumpet in 
Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy 
mountain, let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, for the day of the Lord coin-
eth, for it is nigh at hand;" and in Rev. 
14: 6-12, we have the express terms in 
which he wants this warning given. These 
messages we are trying to give in this com-
munity, with the results that usually follow 
this work; but the evangelist above re-
ferred to is not only not giving them, but 
is doing all he can to oppose our doing it, 
and to hinder the people from receiving 
them; denouncing us as false prophets, 
and accusing us of trying to deceive the 
very elect. Now what 'does this mean? 

Admitting that the day of the Lord is 
right upon us, he yet opposes the very work 
that God in his word authorizes and com-
mands to be done in this time, while he 
professes as the servant of God to follow 
that word. This is indeed strange. 

S. B. WHITNEY. 
Parma, N. Y., April 8, 1877. 

USES OF AFFLICTION. 

WHEN under trial, sorrow, or affliction, 
bow very precious is the sympathy of lov-
ing hearts! how soothing the assurance 
that those we'  ove, realize the depth of our 
grief, comprehend the sorrow that rends 
our hearts, and the bitterness of the cup we 
have to drink, and entertain for us compas-
sion, fellow-feeling, and pity. Genuine 
sympathy is to the human heart like the 
warm spring rain to the earth, softening, 
melting, and quickening all that is good 
and beautiful. Afflictions do sometimes 
come upon us as the penalty of wrong do-
ing; but it is not always so. " Suppose ye 
that these Galileans were sinners above all  

the Galileans because they suffered such 
things? I tell you nay." Our blessed 
Master was himself " a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief." 

We should seek to learn God's purpose 
in our trials, sorrows, and afflictions. In-
stead of always being signs of wrath, they 
are more often proofs of love, intended to 
reform and educate, to prove us, show us 
ourselves, develop our faith, incite in us a 
spirit of sacrifice and a desire to attain to a 
higher, purer, and holier life. Bereave-
ment, trial, and sorrow, come suddenly 
upon us. We start back appalled.- Why is 
this great affliction permitted to come to 
us? Oh! we cannot see what is before us, 
as does our loving heavenly Father. He 
sees our peril, how all unconsciously we 
are nearing the treacherous quicksand that 
will engulf us. He in mercy sends the 
dark shadow of sorrow across our path, 
that we may pause, examine where we are, 
realize our danger and the necessity of 
changing our course, and seek his sustain-
ing hand to help and guide us. In pros-
perity and joy we are most apt -to forget, 
to wander from, the Lord. Sorrow and af-
fliction drive us to him; for then we realize 
he is indeed our only hope and refuge. 

But beyond and above all this, God has 
a design of mercy to others in every afflic-
tive stroke that falls upon us. We need 
experience in trial, affliction, and bereave-
ment; for it is actual experience which 
alone can fit us to be true, sympathetic 
messengers to the sorrowing. We need 
ourselves to taste the cup that we may 
know the bitterness which makes our friend 
shudder. How can we unlock the heart 
closed by misery and despair, without the 
sacred key which personal suffering alone 
can give. Does relentless death snatch 
dear loved ones from our embrace, numb-
ing our hearts with anguish? Oh! it is 
pitiful, very pitiful, so hard to bear. But 
shall we not thenceforth enter the chamber 
of sickness with more gentle tread, with 
more tender pity administer the cup of con-
solation, with more of willingness try to 
bind up the poor, bleeding, mourning 
heart, with more real sympathy mingle our 
tears with those of the bereaved ones, be-
side the coffin and the grave? Does the 
cruel grip of poverty pinch us? Will it 
not give us needed, actual knowledge of 
the sufferings, privations, and temptations 
of the poor, learn us to be more forbear-
ing, and spur us on to more active benevo-
lence? 

Is our way dark, shadowed in gloom? 
Do we grope for a time in a maze of doubt, 
perplexity, and error? This is indeed to 
be deplored. But will it not compel us to 
seek the promised heavenly help and wis-
dom, cause us to reach up, that we may 
find the loving, outstretched hand which 
alone can help us, hold us, guide us? And 
shall we not in remembrance of our own 
weakness and wayward wandering be more 
patient with those who are in error, and re-
double our endeavors lovingly to lead 
them to the light of truth? And oh! most 
cruel, hardest of all to bear with patience, 
do those we have befriended, loved, re-
garded as our dearest friends, turn and 
rend us? Do we meet cruel suspicion, jeal-
ousy, and injustice from those who most 
owe us love and gratitude? Will it not 
draw us nearer to that Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother, to Him who has 
promised he will never leave us nor forsake 
us? As we bemoan the cruel injustice and 
ingratitude toward us, will it not enforce 
upon our attention our own unworthiness, 
cause us to humble ourselves before God, 
and redouble our zeal and diligence in 
seeking to do his holy will? Sorrow, trial, 
and affliction come' upon us, perhaps, even 
when we are making the most earnest ef-
forts to do every duty in his fear. Why, 
oh! why is this? God in his word gives 
us the answer, tells us just why; and the 
reason cannot fail to bring light and hope 
and peace to, every sorrowing, chafed, or 
restive believer in his love. " Blessed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God 
of all comfort; who comforteth us in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, 
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God." 2 Cor. 1: 3, 4. Look 
up, then, sorrowing hearts. Look unto 
Jesus, and be lightened. " I sought the 
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fears. They looked unto him 
and were lightened; and their faces were 
not ashamed. This poor man cried, and 
the Lord heard him, and saved him out of 
all his troubles. The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them." Ps. 34: 4-7. 

God permits trouble, then he comforts, 
so that we may be drawn out of self, be 
made to feel for, become able and willing 
to impart hope and comforcto, sorrowing 
hearts around us. Blessed teaching! Who 
would not be willing to suffer for the sweet 
power which only thus can be communi-
cated to us? Sympathy, oh! how precious! 
Shall we not rejoice in hope, and be patient 
in tribulation, since God permits us thus to 
attain to walking in the footsteps of Jesus, 
to be filled with his gentle, tender, loving 
spirit, to learn obedience by suffering, and 
thus be fitted to fulfill the mission of com-
passion, to bear each others burdens,'and so 
fulfill •the law of Christ, to gain the plaudit, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." 

CHAS. B. REYNOLDS. 

THE Advance says: "A bit of advice 
which Mr. Moody gave in a meeting in 
Liverpool, may contain a useful hint over 
here. Some people, he says, come •to the 
meeting to find fault. He -never knew a 
meeting yet without a fault. It don't take 
brains or heart to find fault. Any fool 
could do that. The• question was, could 
they do it better? If so, let them come, 
by all means, and he would pray for God's 
blessing upon their efforts, and stand aside." 

Obituary Noilet,i. 
"Blessed ore the dead whirl, die in the Lord from henceforth." 

DIED, at Battle Creek, Mich., Apr. 14, 1877, of 
consumption, Sr. Mary Barrows, aged. 25 years. 
She came here on account of ill health, in the au-
tumn of 1875; and soon after kept her first Sab-
bath at the camp-meeting at Battle Creek. She 
has worked as she was able in the Review Office. 
She has been greatly interested in trying to pre-
sent the light to her friends and relatives in Ver-
mont, her native State; and not long before her 
death, she expressed the hope that they might be 
1,d to examine seriously the truths which were so 
dear to her. Funeral services by Bid. S. N. Has-
kell. The discourse was phonographically re-
ported, and sent to her father in Vermont. Sym-
pathizing friends and companions followed her life-
less form to Oak Hill cemetery, where she will, 
await the Life-giver's call. 	 c. w. s. 

Ben FREEMAN RoniNsoN died at. the residence 
of his son-in-law, near Painted Post, N. Y., aged 
64 years and 28 days. His disease was cancer in 
the stomach. 

Bro. R. was 	in youth, and his religious 
life was such that it commanded the respectful es-
teem of his neighbors, among whom he has lived 
with his cabpanion over forty years. They to-
gether embraced the Sabbath about twenty-four 
years ago. Nearly five years ago he was ordained 
elder of the Catlin church by brethren Haskell and 
Cottrell. His childlike faith in Cod and his firm 
belief in the truth were worthy of emulation. His 
sufferings were great and protracted, but not a 
murmur or complaint escaped his lips, and he ex-
pressed a growing confidence in the truth and a 
clear hope of life at the coming of Jesus. His wife 
and two children survive him. 	D. T. FERO, 

NEAR Virgil City, Vernon Co., Mo., Jan. 17, 
1877, Wm. J. Ilalsell, of pneumonia, aged 43 years. 
Bro. H. formerly belonged to the Christian Church, 
but by hearing a few sermons and by the aid of 
reading matter soon felt it his duty to keep the 
seventh day as the Lord's holy Sabbath. He had 
been observing the Sabbath with his family but a, 
few months previous to his death ; but he said he 
had enjoyed more religion during that time than 
ever before in his life. He exhorted his wife and 
five children to remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy, to live faithful, and to meet him in the 
kingdom. 	 J. G. Woolf. 

NEAR Virgil City, Vernon Co , Mo., Jan. 17, 
1877, Harrison Thomas of bone erysipelas. It 
commenced on his hand; and the pain running up 
his arm soon reached his heart, and terminated 
his life. Bro. T. tried to live a consistent Chris-
tian life, and has observed the Sabbath of the 
Lord since 1872. His mind was aroused to the in-
vestigation of Bible truth under the labors of Bro. 
T. J. Butler and the writer while at Clintonville 
with the tent. His trust was in God and the mer-
its of our Lord Jesus Christ, He leaves a wife 
and one grown daughter. May they so live that 
they may meet again at the resurrection of the just. 

J. G. Wool), 

Dunn, in Norwalk, Ohio April 9, 7877, of typhoid 
fever, Matilda Bradford, aged 49 years, 4 months, 
and 7 days. Sr. Bradford embraced the present 
truth last summer, while the tent was in Norwalk. 
She ever seemed to possess a meek and quiet spir-
it, and remained firm in the truth to the end of her 
mortal life, and died with good hope of a part in 
the first resurrection at the soon coming of Jesus. 
Sermon from Rev. 20:6. 	H. A. Sr. Joirx. 

Men. near Mauston, Wis., Apr. 13, 1877, Sr. 
Orilla Pierce, aged 66 years and 1 month. She 
embraced the truth twenty-one years ago under 
the labors of Bro. Steward. Fifteen orphan chil-
dren have been brought up by her, which speaks 
plainer than words of her kindness and benevo- 
lence. 	 GEO. C. TENNEY. 

Than, at Big Rapids, Mich., March 23, 1877, Sr. 
Ellen S. Lincoln, aged 39 years. 
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Battle Creek, Mich., Fifth-Day, April 26, 1877. 

CAMP-MEETINGS FOR 1877. 

KANSAS, Ottawa (Forest Park), 	May 24-29. 
MISSOURI, Holden, 	May 31 to June 5. 
Iowa, Marshalltown, 	 June 7-12. 
WISCONSIN, Portage, 	 " 13-19. 
MINNESOTA, Hutchinson, 	June 20-26. 

_.f4Y'READ carefully the appointments, and re-
member that almost every appointment received 
here contains an invitation and an exhortation 
to all to attend. If it be a church quarterly or 
monthly meeting, neighboring churches are al-
ways invited and absent members are expected 
to report. If it be an appointment for a T. and 
M. meeting, every member should prepare his 
report in season, and attend if possible. 

Some changes are made in Eld. Canright's 
appointments this week. Please notice. 

Aim at Something. 

A MINISTER was once asked why he wrote so 
lengthy sermons. He said it Was because he 
had not the time to make them shorter. 

It is a fact that when an article is written, 
unless the greatest care has been taken, it can 
be greatly improved by striking out and boiling 
down. Think of what you mean, and then say 
it ; and when a thing is once well said, addi-
tional words tend only to weaken. What would 
you think of the husater, who, after shooting a 
deer through the heart, should stand and fire 
away at his legs ? 

In writing for the paper, care should be taken 
to make paragraphs of proper length. The first 
paragraph in Eld. D. T. Bourdeau's report in 
this paper is a good rule for length. The sec-
ond is rather long. To indicate a new para-
graph, commence on a new line two inches from 
the edge of the paper. 

Be careful in punctuating. The dash (-) 
and the colon (:) are to be used very sparingly, 
and yet one writer sent us an article recently 
with 28 dashes on one page. We had to cross 
them out and put commas and periods in their 
place, before the printer could use it. Another 
writer uses the colon in the same lavish way. 
Another lazily rests his pen on the paper mak-
ing a mark just like his periods after every three 
or four words. Writers should make commas 
that look like commas, and periods that look 
like periods. When points are thrown in pro-
miscuously so that they all have to be crossed 
out or changed, we could arrange them more 
conveniently if they were all written on a sepa- 
rate piece of paper by themselves. 	C. W. S. 

T. and M. Society of Kansas. 

DEAR BRETHREN : The call for our annual 
meeting has appeared in the REVIEW. At this 
Meeting will be summed up all the work done 
during a whole year. I fear we shall not be 
satisfied with the result, for it is a sad truth 
that but a little has been accomplished by our 
society in the year now almost passed. Let us 
make faithful and full reports of this last qua& 
ter, that we may all know just what has been 
done, and what interesting incidents have oc-
curred. 

Brethren, come up to this meeting fully de-
cided to take a new interest in the missionary 
work, both as to manner and amount. Our offi-
cers are anxious to see this work prosper. Are 
we not all anxious ? Are there difficulties and 
discouragements in the way ? Overcome them. 
Read Neh. 2-4. Notice especially the eigh-
teenth verse of chap. 2, which contains the no-
ble response of the people when Nehemiah told 
them it was God's will that they should rebuild 
their city, and that the king also was favorable 
toward their work. And they said, Let us rise 
up, and build. 

Let us do likewise. " But I can do so little." 
" I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me." Say it, brother missionary, 
and keep saying it till you believe it ; for all 
things are possible to him that believeth. 

J. LAMONT. 

..00-Father Hyacinthe has been in correspond-
ence with the French Government since last 
November upon an application for permission 
to lecture in France. The permission was re-
peatedly denied, but finally the pere has been 
notified that he will be allowed to speak on 
moral questions, but not on doctrines. 

)"San Francisco bids for Mr. Moody after 
he finishes his work in Boston. The churches 
of that city have entered intp- an agreement to 
make the salvation of souls the burden of their 
prayers for a hundred days. 

Rapid Printing. 

WHEN, some sixty years ago, Koenig con-
structed the first cylinder press and enabled the 
London Times to announce to the world the 
first grand step in rapid printing, the transition 
from two hundred an hour on the old hand 
presses to a thousand an hour by steam, was 
heralded forth as the greatest achievement of 
that time. Thirty years later Hoe constructed 
the " Planitarium," with its many cylnders ; 
and hundreds of our readers can readily recall 
the furore it created in the printing community 
when this press was perfected so as to produce 
from five to ten thousand sheets printed on one 
side per hour. The demand for still faster 
presses for the increasing editions of the great 
daily papers, brought out in rapid succession 
the Bullock, Walter, and others, with capacity 
fOr turning off six to eight thousand perfected 
sheets per hour, and yet the Tribunes, Heralds, 
Suns, etc., need presses still more convenient 
and rapid. It has remained, then, for the cen-
tennial year to supply this want. Andrew 
Campbell has invented what must be conceded 
the fastest rotary printing and folding machine 
in the world. This press is capable of printing 
twenty thousand eight page or forty thousand 
four page papers per hour, delivering them ei-
ther flat or folded, at the will of the operator. 
This is at the rate of six hundred and sixty a 
minute, or eleven papers every second ! It would 
appear as if this was the limit of fast printing 
on cylinders, and that hereafter if anything fast-
er is produced it must be by some method as yet 
unknown. -Electrotyper. 
	s 

Perils of the Sea. 

THE peril and sacrifice which attend the com-
merce of the world, and which constitute the 
price of mercantile prosperity, are very clearly 
illustrated by some statistics of shipping disas-
ters which the New York Bulletin has collected. 
The preservation of the records in 1876 was not 
secured with quite as much accuracy as in pre-
ceding years ; but the most reliable data show 
the loss of 2300 vessels during the year, and 
180 sea-going steamers. This aggregate is larger 
than that of either of the three preceding years, 
but was exceeded in 1872-a year of multiplied 
calamities-when the number of vessels lost was 
2547. During the last eight years the total 
number of sailing vessels and steamers lost was 
nearly 20,000-in exact figures 19,966. These 
returns do not include losses in the fishing fleets, 
except whalers ; though the vessels lost from 
the Gloucester fleet alone during the last ten 
years number 159. During six months of one 
year the value of the vessels wrecked on the 
British coast alone was $10,000,000 ; and dur-
ing the first month of the present year the 
vessels belonging to or trading with this coun-
try, which were lost, were valued at $1,320,000. 

Nor is the sacrifice of human life in this con-
nection any light consideration. The average 
number of lives lost--without reckoning the 
frequent casualties to passenger vessels-is about 
500 annually ; and in 1875 it reached 926, the 
increase being due to the wreck of the German 
steamer Schiller, when 331 persons went down. 
The Gloucester fishing fleet during the last ten 
years has lost 1049 men, or an average of about 
100 annually.-Boston Journal. 

A WORD TO GRUMBLERS. -Don't be a grum-
bler. Some people contrive to get hold of the 
prickly side of everything, to run against all the 
sharp corners, and find out all the disagreeable 
things. Half the strength spent in growling 
would often set things right. You may as well 
make up your mind to begin with, that no one 
ever found the world quite as he would like it ; 
but you are to take your share of the troubles 
and bear it bravely. You will be very sure to 
have burdens laid upon you that belong to other 
people, unless you are a shirk yourself ; but 
don't grumble. If the work needs doing, and 
you can do it, never mind about the other boy 
who ought to have done it and didn't. Those 
workers who fill up the gaps, and smooth away 
the rough spots, and finish up the job that oth-
ers leave undone,-they are true peace-makers, 
and worth a whole regiment of growlers. 

Notice. 

THE following brethren will act as camp-
meeting committee in Michigan for 1877: I. A. 
Olmstead, E. H. Root, M. J. Cornell. 

J. FARGO, Pres. 

Wanted. 

BY a young man, work on a farm, for some 
Sabbath-keeper.. Address, Robert W. Chalmers, 
Armada, Macomb Co., Mich. 

ppointmentO, 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of lie a veu is at hand " 

Kansas Camp-Meeting. 

THE Kansas camp-meeting will be held in Ot-
tawa, Franklin Co., May 24-29, 1877. This 
place is twenty-seven miles south of the city of 
Lawrence, on the L. L. and G. R. R. We ex-
pect to get a reduction of fare on the railroad, 
of which due notice will be given. 

KANSAS CONF. COM. 

Kansas Conference. 

THE second annual Conference of S,, D. Ad-
ventists of Kansas will be held at Ottawa, Frank-
lin Co., in connection with the camp-meeting, 
May 24-29, 1877. Each church in the Confer-
ence should see that its delegate is elected, and 
provided with credentials signed by the clerk. 
Delegates should bring reports of the standing 
and condition of their respective churches. 

KANSAS CONF. COM. 

Kansas T. and X. Society. 

THE second annual meeting of the Kansas T. 
and M. Society will be held in connection with 
the camp-meeting at Ottawa, Franklin Co., May 
24-29, 1877. Directors will hold their district 
meetings two weeks previously. Each director 
is requested to bring the district books to the 
meeting. 	 J. N. AYERS, Pres. 

Missouri Conference. 

THE second annual Conference of S. D. Ad-
ventists of Missouri will be held at Holden, 
Johnson Co., in connection with the camp-
meeting, May 31 to June 5, 1877. 

Pilo. CONF. COM. 

Mo. T. and X. Society. 

THE second annual meeting of the T. and M. 
Society will be held in connection with the 
camp-meeting at Holden, May 31 to June 5, 
1877. Directors will old 	district meetings 
two weeks previously. 	WM. EVANS, Pres. 

Iowa Conference. 

THE next annual session of the Iowa and Ne-
braska State Conference will be held in connec-
tion with our camp-meeting at Marshalltown, 
Iowa, June 7-12, at the same place as last year. 

We trust every church in the Conference will 
be represented by delegates. Application will 
be made for reduced fare, and if obtained notice 
will be given in due time. We hope to see this 
the largest and most important meeting ever 
held in our Conference. Let all delegates come 
prepared to settle up the S. B. of their several 
churches. 	GEOs I. BUTLER, 

H. NICOLA, Com. R. M. KILGORE, 

General Meetings. 
oh- All are invited to attend.-ift 

LANCASTER, May 4 to 7. Locate the meet-
ing centrally for all. Come Friday to stay till 
Monday. All for 30 miles around should at-
tend, as it is the only meeting we shall have in 
that section. 

Niles Hill, 	 May 11-14. 
Ulysses, Wednesday, 10 a. sr, and 712- P. M., 

May 16. 
Wheeler, 	 May 18-21. 
We request a general gathering from all the 

surrounding churches at these Sabbath meet-
ings. Any company, organized or unorganized, 
in western N. Y. or Penn., not named above, 
that wish my help, please write me immediately 
at Rome, N. Y. 	D. M. CANRIGHT. 

BLACK CREEK, Out. co., Wis., May 12-20. 
Bro. Decker or Olsen will probably be there the 
19th and 20th. Baptism and organization. 
Brethren from abroad will please provide for 
themselves as far as possible. 

GEO. C. TENNEY. 

I WILL hold meetings with the friends of 
Washington Co. and southern Burt Co., May 
12, 13 ; also the 26th and 27th where Bro. Daw-
son may appoint. Opportunity for baptism. 
With the Decatur church at Golden Spring 
school-house, May 19, 20. Meetings commence 
with the Sabath. 	 C. L. BOYD. 

Quarterly and Monthly Meetings. 

AT the Limestone school-house, Cherokee, 
Kan., May 19, 20. 	L. D. SANTEE. 

VASSAR, Mich., May 5. Bro. Potter, of La-
peer, is expected. Ordinances will be attended. 

E. G. DOUD, Elder. 

, JOHNSTOWN CENTRE, Rock Co., Wis., May 
5, 6. Members please report if they cannot at- 
tend. 	 G. S. SMITH, Clerk. 

LEON, Monroe Co., Wis., 2 days, commenc- 
ing May 12, half past ten A. M. Baptism. 

The above is my address until further notice. 
I. SANBORN. 

RICHLAND (Kan.) church, at the Disney 
school-house, May 5, G. We invite some min-
ister of our Conf. to be with us. 

A. G. MILLER, Deacon. 

MOUND CITY church, May 12, 13, at which, 
if the church concurs, we will re-organize under 
another name. Hope to hear from the mem-
bers that have moved away, whether they de-
sire to enter into the new organization. Meet-
ings to be where James Osborn may appoint. 

J. H. COOK. 

CANAAN, Maille, May 19, 20. 
J. B. GOODRICH. 

JACKSON, Mich., May 5. The ordinances will 
be administered. 	 E, P. GILES.' 

T. and M. Quarterly Meetings. 
"ek• Send reports and donations in seasonk-Viik 

DIST. No. 1, at Curtis' Corner, R. I., May 9, 
10 A. M. 	J. C. TUCKER, Director. 

DIST. No. 3, Wolcott, Vt., May 12, 13. 
" 	" 6, Granville " 	'' 19, 20. 

A. S. HUTCHINS, Pres. 

DIST. No. 1, at Worick school-house, 7 miles 
north of Jewell City, 3 miles S. E. f Jewell 
Centre, Kan. This district is in debt about 
$78. The elders and librarians in this district 
will please urge the payment of the one-third. 
Donations are needed. 

REUBEN WORICK, Director. 

DIST. No. 3, at Zion school-house, Kan., 
May 5, 6. Librarians, do your duty. 

A. W. CONE, Director. 

usine.g pepartmeni. 
" Not slothful in Business. Rom. 11: 12. 
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Stover, 5.00. 

Mick. Conf. Fund. 
Greenville $56.23, Blendon 4.50, Ravenna 84.00, 

Parkville per A Hamilton 10.00, Estella 28.7'7, Jackson 
per E P Giles 10.00. 

Mich. T. & M. Society. 

Dist 2 $1.00, Dist 2 per E P Giles 15.00, Dist 7 per 
John Harvey 1.08, Dist 3 100.00, Dist 11 50c. 

ten. Conf. Fund. 
Josephine House (s a) $4,25. 

S. D. A. E. Society. 
Wm E Price $100.00. 

Centennial Dacpenge, 

Mich Conf $140.00. 

VICTORY, Wis., May 5, 6. Will some preach- - 
er attend. Come from Liberty Pole and Kicka- 
poo. 	 THOS. D. WALLAH, Clerk. 
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