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0UT AND INTO.

“He brought us out that He might bring us<n.” Deut. 6:23,

Our of the distance and darkness so deep,
Out of the settled and perilous sleep,

. Qut of the vegion and shadow of death,
Oul of its foul and pestilent breath ;
Out of the bondage and wearying chains,
Qut of companionship ever with stains,

Tnto the light and the glory of God,

Into the holiest, made elean by blood,

Into his arms——the embrace and the kiss,

Into the scene of ineffable bliss,

Into the quiet and infinite ealm,

Into the place of the song and the psalm.
Wonderful love, that has wrought all for me!
Wonderful work, that has thus set me free!
Wonderful ground, upon which 1 have come!
Wonderful tenderness, welcoming home !

Out of disaster and ruin complete,

Out of the struggle and dreayy defeat,-

Qut of my sorrow and bondage and shame,
Out of the evils too fearful to name,

Qut of my guilt and the criminal’s doom,
Qut of the dreading, and tervor, and gloom,

Into the sense of forgiveness and rest,

Into inheritance with all the blest,

Tnto » rightecus and permanent peace,

Into the grandest nnd fullest release,

1nto the comfort without an alloy,

Tnto a perfect and confident joy.
Wonderful holiness, bringing to light ! .
Wonderful grace, putting all out of sight!
Wonderful lowliness, draining my cup!
Wondertul purpose, that ne’er gave re.-up !

Out of the horror of being aloune,
Out ond forever, of being my own,
Out of the bitterness, maduess, and strife,
Qut of myself and of all I called life,
Out of the Liapdness of heart and of will,
Qut of the longings that nothing could fill,
Tnto communion with Father and Son,
Into the sharing of all that Christ won.
Into the ecstagies full to the brim,
Into the having of all things with him,
Tnto Christ Jesus—there ever to dwell,
Into moye blessings than words can e’ er tell.
Wondertul Person. whose face I'll behold !
Wonderful story, theve all to be told!
Wonderful all the dread way that he trod !
Wonderful end——that he brought me to God!
—8ound Words.

The Serwvow,

<] charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead al his ap-
pearing and his kingdom: PREACH THE WORD.”
—2 Tim. 4.1, 2.

PROVIDENCH.*

BY ELD. U. 8MITIL.

Texr: L Peter 5:7: ¢“Casting all your care upon
bim ; for he careth for you.,” .

I po not know of any more dreary and
cheerless view to take of life than that
taken by the Fatalist. How could we en-
dure our own existence under the dark
shadow of the theory that everything which
transpires occurs by chance; that man is
the sport of accident like a bubble upon
the waves; that he is beyond the pale of
an overruling providence, fulfilling no pur-
pose in the great scheme of life, but simply
the vietim of blind fortuity and fate?

We have all met such persons. We
have heard them declare that if they be-
lieved the events of their lives were brought
about by any overruling providence, they
would rise up in rebellion against it. The
only comfort they could find, was to be
found in the thought that all things come
by chance. T do notsee how that improves
the situation at all. If a person’s life has
been such, and his disappointments have
‘been so great, that.he would rise up in re-

*A germon preached in Battle Creek, Sabbath, Feb,,
16, 1878, and phonographically reported for the Re-
VIEW.

bellion if he thought that these circum-
stances were ordered by some higher and
governing Intelligence, then what com-
fort could be derived from the thought that
all this evil had come from chance instead?
If the misfortunes of life have made us
miserable and stored our days with grief
and sorrrow, what comfort can there be in
taking that view of the matter which leaves
the way all open for this state of things to
continne, and these circumstances still to
abound?

The difficulty we apprehend to be this:
Persons who' take this view of the matter
have not been able to reach that degree of
faith and confidence in God, and his over
ruling providence, which would enable
them to believe that the disappointments
and trials and aflictions through which
they have been called to pass were for their
good, were necessary to discipline them,
and to develop in them those traits of char-
acter which God designs to bring out for
gsome good end or purpose. Could they
view it thus, they would be able to bear
bravely and with fortitude all the trials of
the way, instead of murmuring and rebell-
ing against them; for the prospect of the
good to be gained in the end would sustain
them in all the neccessary trials through
which it is to be obtained.

With most people, however, there is not
go much need of argument on this subject
t0 prove that there 1= an overruling provi-
dence in the care of which we all live, as
there is need of some thoughts and evi-
dence by which their faith in this doctrine
shall be quickened, and their confidence
strengthened, that there iz One above who
cares for then, and that all that occurs to
them in this life is for some beneficent pur-
pose, designed to result in good in the end,
80 that when all is finished they will be
able to look back and see harmony, good-
ness, and inercy in all their experiences.

But there is one thought which is calcu-
lated to lead us to a different view of this
matter; and that is the immensity of God’s
works, and our own insignificance. When
we look at the wonders of creation; when we
go forth to other worlds; when we have ex-
plored as far as man is able to explore the
many orbs of the universe until this earth
itself dwindles to a mere speck in the great
mass; when we behold millions of mani-
fold more magnificent’ worlds than ours
revealed to us by the telescope, it gives us
such an idea of the immensity of God, the
immensity of his works, the infinity of his
power, and the insignificant position which
our world occupies, viewed relatively to the
universe as a whole, that the inquiry invol-
untarily arises, How can God be mindful of
us? How can there be an overruling provi-
dence over us? “What is man that thou
art mindful of him, and the son of man
that thon visitest him?” For even the
world itself is in God’s sight as the small
dust of the balance.

When we look in this direction it is cal-
culated to arouse and foster incredulous
thoughts and feelings of despair. We
seem to occupy too little space in the
universe to be the objects of God’s special
notice or care, :

But there is another thought that is cal-
culated to correct this idea, There is an-
other direction in which we can look. We
can look not only above us, but we can look
below us. There are objects much below
ourselves. We descend to the lower ani-
mal creation, to insects, to amimalculee,
to those very small apnimals which are
hardly visible to the naked eye, and what
do we behold in them? We behold the
same wisdoni, an evident plan, the same ex-
hibition of omnipotence, that we behold in
the mighty works around and above us.
Look at that tiny speck, and see the limbs
move, Mark the rapidity of motion. Mark
the vibration of the wings of the insect, and
consider what rapidity of movement is ex-
hibited, and with what infinite speed, almost,
it must be accomplished. And all that in a

little speck scarcely visible to the naked

eye. By the power of the microscope we
go immensely lower still. We see in a
single drop of water millions of little beings
endowed with life, possessing certain pow-
ers of limb and muscle, with their different
organs all in marvelous perfection of form
and motion. We look upward and behold
infinity, above us; we look downward and
lo! an equal infinity below us. Then we
stand midway between two infinities. God
has had care for these small creatures, and
if he has care over these minute particles
which he has endowed with life, why
should we not have faith in God that his
care is also bestowed upon us? Are not
we the products of his power, and the ob-
jects of his love? and cannot we claim
some wmeasure of his protection? of that
sustaining providence which is over all his
creatures?

We find some direct statements in the
Scriptures which speak of this all-pervad-
ing providence exercised by the Creator
over all his works. Neh. 9:6: “Thou,
even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made
heaven, the Heaven of heavens, with all
their host, the earth, and all things that
are therein, the seas, and all that is therein,
and thou preservest them all; and the host
of Heaven woishipeth thee.”

Here a view is taken of all the greatness
of God’s works., Here is a broad state-
ment made that God is the Creator of all
things, and not only that, but that his prov-
idence is manifested to preserve them.

In Ps. 36:6, David says: “Thy right-
eousness is like the great mountains; thy
judgments afe a great deep: O Lord,
thou preservest man and beast.” Here is
the statement that God’s care extends to
the brute creation, an order of existence
lower than ourselves; and if it extends to
them, then of course we have some ground
of hope for ourselves. In I’s. 104:26, 21,
28, David speaks of the lower animal cre-
ation, and in verses 27, 28 hesays: ¢ These
wait all npon thee, that thon mayest give
them their meat in due season. That thou
givest them they gather; thou openest
thine hand, they are filled with good.”

In the 13th and 14th verses of the same
psalm he says: “He watereth the hills from
hig chambers; the earth is satisfied with
the fruit of thy works. He causeth the
grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for
the service of man; that he may bring
forth food out of the earth.” 4

This is another declaration of God’s
care and providence over those creatures
which he has made. He provides for their
sustenance. He preserves them all,

We turn to the teachings of the New
Testument on this subject. Matt. 10:29:
“ Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?
and one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father.”
declaration is that! The sparrow, that
small bird, two of them sold for a farthing,
one of them worth only half a farthing,
and that one shall not fall to the ground
without the notice of the Hather, showing
that his care, his providence, and his no-
tice extend to all his works, to the very
lowest of all the things which he has
created in the earth. In immediate con-
nection with this is a declaration which
shows how God regards man in comparison
with the, sparrows. Verse 31: “Fear ye
not therefore, ye are of more value than
many sparrows.” How can this fail to
teach us a lesson of confidence, trust and
faith in God? Here are the sparrows, and
not one of them falls to the ground without
the notice of the Father. Fear ye not there-
fore, for ye are of more value than many
sparrows, W hy not we then have full and
implicit confidence, trust, and faith in his
care for us and his protection over us?

In Matt, 6: 33, 34, Christ makes another
declaration setting forth God’s care for us:
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you. Take therefore

What a.

no thought for the morrow; for the mor-
row shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof.” Take no anxious thought
borrow no trouble, have no solicitude in re-
gard to the matters of the future; but let it
be the chief object and aim of your life to
seek first the kingdom of God, not seek 4ts
righteousness, as it is sometimes quoted,
but “ Ahis [God’s] righteousness;” seek to
be righteous as he is righteous; seek to
conform in all things unto his holy law,
and make ‘this the great aim of your life,
and then all necessary things shall be
added unto you. Who shall add them?
Read a verse or two that goes before:
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they t6il mnot, neither do they
spin: and yet I say unto you, that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Wherefore, if God so
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day
is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
shall he not mnch more clothe you, O ye
of little faith? Therefore take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink? or, Wherewithall shall we be
clothed? [That is, take no painful, anxious
thought in regard to these thingg] (for after
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for
your Heavenly Father -knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.”

Now, what shall we do? Take the mat-
ter into our own hands and try to supply
our own wants by our own feeble efforts?
No. “Seek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things shall
be added unto you” If you do this, his
care will be over you and all needful things
will be supplied to you. You will have
enough to eat, enough to drink, and enough
to wear. You will have enough to supply
all your wants while you are on your
journey, traveling onward to the heavenly
land; and that is all you need; it is all you
can use; it is sufficient.

This does not preclude any proper effort
on our part. God provides food for the
fowls of the air, but they must gather it;
he does not bring it to them. No niore
can we sit down in idleness expectiniz that
our daily sustenance will be provided and
brought to us, with no effort on our part,
We ave only taunght that such ways Wwill be
opened before us for the acquisition of
needful things, that we need not give our-
selves to anxious care in regard to them,
nor be prevented from seeking first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness.

In Rom. 8: 32 Paul says, “ He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things?” If God has
given us so great a gift, the highest and
most precious of all gifts, even his own be-
loved and only begotten Son, how shail he
not give us freely all lesser things? There
is no gift which will bear any comparison
with the gift of the Son of God; and
God’s goodness has been such that he has
manifested all this love and this mercy and
regard for us in giving his Son. How,
then, will he not give us all things since
he has given us a gift so much greater
than anything else of which we can con-
ceive?

These scriptures show the wonderful re-
gard God has for his people. But are not
these expressions to be taken only in a
general sense? Are they not true as a -
whole, so that we can make a general ap-
plication, and yet not degigned to have an
application to individual cases? Can we,
as individual members of the great human
family, claim a share in these wonderful
manifestations of God’s providence? Can
we come to God, and for ourselves individ-
ually claim this protection and receive the
agsarance of his care?

Let us read a declaration which Christ
makes touching this point in Matt. 10: 30:
“But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered.” Now whether we take that to
be true in a strictly literal sense, or
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whether we regard it simply as a strong
expression to illustrate God’s regard for us

" and the partieular manner in which he re-
gards us, it teaches the same thing., If it
is literally so that the very hairs of our
head are all numbered by our Heavenly
Father, then we understand what an infi-
nite care he has for us; and if it does not
mean literally that, yet it must mean al-
most the very same thing; for it show that
God has such care for us that it can be il-
lustrated only by such a representation as
this. This eertainly reaches every individ-
ual ease. “The very hairs of your head
are all numbered.”

But if God regards us in this manner,
something else follows as a natural sequence
from this fact. We are led to the concla-
sion at once that all the events of our life
are numbered. If there is not the smallest
part of our being, not the smallest member
of our bodies that is unnotieced by him,
¢ven though we eome to the very hairs of
our head, then certainly there is no event
which affeets us, even to the slight degree
of causing a hair of our head to perish,
that is not noticed by our Heavenly Father.

Is not this conclusion in harmony with
the texs, and does it not follow as a natu-
ral  consequenee from it? Assuredly it

"does; and 1t is in harmony with other dee-
larations which we find in the Seriptures
respeeting God’s ecare for his people. The
remaining half hour of this morning serv-
ice might be spent in simply quoting texts
of Seripture showing how God preserves
his eveaturcs, how he overrules all things
in relation to them, how he upholds them,
how he marks out all events for them, how
he sustains, how he delivers them in trial,
and how he supplies their wants; and many
illustrations might be given of the differ-
ent ways in which God’s providenee hag
worked, and how it will work for all those
who will eommit their ways aud their cases
unto him; so that we can say with Paul in
his epistle to the Romans, that “ all things
work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the ealled according
to his purpose.”

All things work together for good. If
this is a earrect view that God has such re-
gard and eare for us that all our members,
as David says, are written in his book, that
he knows us altogether, even to the num-
bering of the hairs of our head, and that
all the events of our life are ordered by his
providence, determined by his will, and we
are led by him, then we are prepared to
make an application of the text before us.
We are to cast all our eare upon him for
he has a care for us. The word eare here
includes all things wherein we have any
solicitnde, any care, any anxiety; and the
phrase “easting all your eare upon him,”
means submitting these eares to him, and
leaving them with him, reposing trustingly
in his arms. ’

- “Tor he careth for you” This part of
the text is very expressive in the original.
The translation might be given literally
something like shis: “ Ifor to him there is
a concern about you, or in regard to you.”
He has a regard or a coneern in reference
to you. Ife careth for you. Now we are to
subwit or cast all our eares upon him. If
there are things about which we have any
anxiety or solicitude,'we are to come and
cominit them to God, and leave them with
him, not trying to earry the load ourselves.

‘What is it to east our cares upon God,
and how can we do it?
persons who bring their troubles and anx-
jeties and difficulties before the Lord, who
eome to him and tell him all abous them,
but before they leave his presenee, gather
them all up and take them away with them.
That is not casting our cares upon the
Lord. To cast our cares upon him is not
only to make them known to him, but to
eeage owr own anxiety, and our own worry-
ing and fretting concerning them; it is to
have confidence in God that he will accept
all the petitions we offer to him, that his
providence will overrule all perplexing
things in our behalf, and that our cases
will eome out all right in the end, and so
leave the matter with the Lord. Then we
shall come forth from his presenee calm
and peaeceful, with a satisfying trust in
him. '

Paul’s epistle to the Philippians 4th chap-
ter and 6th verse tells us how we are to
east all onr eares upon God. “Be eareful
for nothing [that is have no over-anxious

. eare for anything], but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known unto
God.” Does this apply to all the events of
‘our lives? Does it apply to all our circum-
stances? Does it cover everything? Or,
are we to understand it to embraee simply

“the more important matters. If some

There are some’

great thing eomes upon us, some great ea-
lamity, though we go to God with that,
and try to east that upon him, can we do
the same in the smaller affairs and the lit-
tle perplexities? The text says, “ A7 your
care,” and the text quoted from Philippians
says, “In everything let your requests be
made unto God” by supplications and
prayer.

We all know how this is. Even those
of us who have lived but few years know
how many perplexities and eares and
troubles we meet at every turn. We are
told by Him who reads all hearts, that
“every heart knoweth its own bitterness.”
The text tells us to cast all these cares npon
God. Tt is our privilege, then, under all
circumstances, in every case, to take all
our cares and anxieties from our own
shoulders and leave them with the Lord.

It must be espeeially so in eases of afflic-
tion and sickness. Do we not find in eir-
cumstances of this nature our greatest cares
and anxieties? The Lord has anticipated

‘our wants of this kind, and by the prophet

Isaiah has set forth in a series of beantifnl
expressions what Christ lias done for us in
this respeet. In Isaiah 53:4, we read:
“Surely he hath borne our griefs and car-
ried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”
In Matt. 8: 16,17, we find a declaration show-
ing how this is fulfilled in Christ. “ When
the even was come they brought unto him
many that were possessed with devils; and
he cdst out the spirits with his word, and
healed all that were siek; that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities
and bare ounr sieknesses.”” So then God’s
regard and eare for us extends even to all
our bodily afflictions and sicknesses, and
they are not withoust his notice. And Christ,
the same now that he was then, “the same
yesterday, to-day, and forever,” has borne
our infirmitics, sicknesses, and afflictions.
We ean coms to him and make known our
wants in this respeet.

There are some who do not think it con-
sistent to offer prayer for the reeovery of the
sick. They seem to consider this outside of
the providence of God, and not within the
province of his eare for us; so that in sick-
ness we are to look for.-no inore than hn-
man aid, bearing these burdens all ourselves.

Of course there are, in most cases, con-
ditions in which we ean help ourselves;
and so far as we can, it is our duty to do
so. And this doctrine of God’s providence
that is so clearly set forth in the Scriptures
does not release us from putting forth what
efforts we ean in our own behalf. This is
taught us in the ease of the fowls of the
air,  God’s providenece is over them, but it
does not release them from any aetion on
their part. He provides their food, bus
they must gather it. Just so with us.
God makes provision for us, and we are
to do what falls to us to do. ™There are
afflictions and sicknesses that come upon
us for the violation of the laws of health.
In such eases can we consistently go to
God and pray that these afflictions may be re-
moved from us while we still maintain the
éanses? There would be no eonsistency
in sueh a course. If a person should acci-
dentally sever an artery from whieh by a
little effort on his own part he ecould stop
the flow of blood till surgical aid eould be

rendered, it would be presumption for him

to do nothing and then ask and expeet the
Lord to heal him., We are to do what we
can for ourselves and beyond that ask God
to help us. There are many eases of afflic-
tion from which, by a proper eourse on our
own part, we can reeover. But who does
not know that there are a thousand cases
which we do not understand, or over which,
if our knowledge does extend to them,
we have not power. In sueh eases it
must be in harmony with this great doc-
trine of God’s care for us, and his special
providence over us, to come to him and
make known our wants, thus casting our
cares npon him and believing that he careth
for us.

‘We eannot separate these things. They
are all linked together. And just as soon
as we stop offering prayer for the sick in
referenee to their sickness, what occasion
is there to pray at all? 'Why do we bow
before God, around the family altar or in
secret, and ask God to bless us, and seek
for his care and protection to be over us?
Why do we ask him for wisdom to guide
us? Why do we, in the public eongrega-
tion, in behalf of all the people, plead for
God’s eare in our behalf, for his hand to
uphold us and for his truth and his will to
lead us? Why? Simply beeause we be-
lieve God hears our prayers and will an-
swer them by showing his eare for us.
And he knows our situation in every re-

-“He eareth for you.”

spect, and understands all our wants. We
cannot separate our difficulties and troubles
into different kinds and classes, and say,
These we niay cast upon God; but those
e will not notice. Such discrimination
comes from the imperfeetion of human vis-
ion ov an evil heart of unbelief, If we
may go to God with any of our eares, we
may go with them all. And though he un-
derstands all before we ask and better than
we can tell him, yet his help is based on
the condition that we so fecl the nced of
his help that we can appreciate it when
given, and that we manifest this by seek-
ing him for it.

This whole subject is made plain in the
Sceriptures, and there stands as a unit, It
is like the seamless robe of our Lord; to
divide would be to destroy it. It is like a
beautiful pattern of mosaic; if we take out
a part of the figure we destroy the whole
pattern.  So if we say that there are some
things which we can ask of God, and others
which we cannot, we mar and disfigure the
whole doctrive of his providence.

“Cast all your eare upon him, for he
careth for you.” How he cares for us is
set forth in many Scriptares. 2 Cor. 6: 17,
18: * Wherefore, come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you, and be a father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lerd Almighty.” David says,
“Like as a father pitieth his children so,
the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” And
we are assured in Heb. 4: 15 that Christ is
touched with the -feeling of our infirmities,
“For we have not an high priest which
eannot be tounched with the feeling of our
infirmitics; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yel without sin.” What
figures these are to incite confidenee and
faith and trust in God! ¢« As a father piti-
eth his ehildren, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him.” “I will receive you, and
will be a father unto you, and ye shall be
nmy sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al-
mighty,” ¢“Seeing then that we have a
great high priest that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. ¥or we have not an
high priest which cannot be tonched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are.”

Thus all our circumstances, our tempta-
tions our trials and our afflictions are known
to the Lord altogether, Christ is touched
with the feclings of our infirmities, and
has promised aid and sustaining grace if
we will come 1o him in faith believing in
his word.

Cares for you as
a parent cares for his ehildren; eares for
us as a great high priest pleading in the
sanetuary above. IHe is there to present
our eases to the Father, and secure merey
and blessing to rest upon us and uphold
us in time of trial. What an infinite and
exaited privilege—the privilege of coming
to God and sustaining this relation to him,
to believe that he is thus caring for ns,
that his eye is upon us, that he who keeps
Israel slumbers not nor sleeps, that every
event of our life is ordered by his wisdom,

-are happy in it; that is eternal, and all whi

apostle?  Shall we avail ourselves of thi

be to me; what a help financially; how J
shall be sustained; what a great suppod
this person of power can render me. By
what would it be, after all? It would by
only for a short time. Sueh a persol
eould not keep us from disappointmen
from trouble, from sickness or from deati]
He counld not really do anything for
only in reference to a few of the tempor
matters of this life; and that would onlj
continue a few monihs or years at thy
most. :
But the Lord’s offers extend not only
to all things whieh eoncern us in this pre
ent state, but to the future also. In th{
resurrection his hand will uphold ns. M
has promised comfort in sickness, in trialf
and in all our difficultics. Iie has offere]
to bring us through all these, and to giv
us life at last in his kingdom. The ma
who has this friend to whom to go, thif
arm upon which to lean, need fear nothing
here. TFearlessly he can launeh away ints
eternity; for he has his Saviour’s arm t
lean upon. This life is short, and but fey

reach it will be filled with unspeakable joy]
Shall we heed this injunction of thy

great privilege?

We need it in our households, as father
and mothers. Ouwr children need it. Thed
need to know that there is One upon whou
they can cast all their cares; and to believy
there is one who cares for them. We neel]
it in our work in all the business of life
We need some one upon whom to cast ow
cares.  Students who are attending ow]
school, need this privilege. Cast you
eares upon him. You have your necesst
tles and perplexities; you have your care
and anxieties. Cast them upon the Loxd
and he will help you. 'We all have our ne
cessities which can be supplied only by thd
Lord. We nced support which can be s
cured only by leaning on his mighty arm{

Let us, then, @fi-cast our cares, and cas;
all our cares, upon him, believing that hy
eares for us, that his providenee will i
over us throngh this life, and that he will
fulfill his promise and give us everlasting]
life, inally, in his Heavenly kingdom. 1

TRUBT.

T raink if thou couldst know,
O soul that dost complain,

What lies concealed below
Our burden and our pain;

Iow just our anguish brings

Nearer those looked-{or things

We seek for now in vain,—

I think thou wonldst rejoice and not complaing

And yet thou canst not know,
And yet thou canst not sce;
Wisdom and sight ave slow
In poor humanity.
If thou couldst trust, poor soul,
In Jim who rules the whole,
Thou wouldsl find peace and rest;
Wisdom and sight ave well, but trust is bess,
—~~ddelaide Procty ¢ }

@reweral Articles.

v N s s s s
- el

IS NN P e e e OO

and that we can cast all our eares up‘on hirn.‘><f HISTORY AND TRINE TMMERSION

Is it not a marvel, as we look over the
world and behold the evils of life, the
troubles, trials, dangers, and multitudes of
calamities that ecome upon 1men, how the
worldling ean pass along without God,
without Christ, and without any part
all these promises? Ilow can he endurte
in these things without any hope in
Christ to sustain him? All has been
done for our world that eould be done.
Christ eame and suffered for our sakes.
He was crueified for our sins. He rose
and ascended to Heaven, and is now plead-
ing before the Father in our behalf, He
offers pardon to all them who ecome to him
with sincerity of heart, and help in all the
eares and troubles of this probationary life,
and to all who serve him, he promises a
home finally in his everlasting kingdom,
All these blessings are offered to a sinful
world, and yet the world passes along with-
out accepting them. :

‘We can but sincerely pity that person
whose heart has become so callous that he
does not feel any need of help in the evils
of this mortal state. Aund we must pity
still more the one who does feel the need
of this, but does not know where to go to
find it, or has no faith to grasp these prom-
ises. Brethren and sisters, it is our privi-
lege to know where to go for help. It is
our privilege to east all our eares upon God
and believe that he careth for us.

Most people, to gain the friendship of
the kings of the earth; would be ready
to make almost any sacrifice. They would
think, What an infinite advantage it will

BY ELD. J. U, WAGGONER.

W= have been requested to notiee the
historical argument in favor of trine im-
mersion, It Is a wellknown fact that his
tory is the main relianee of the trine im
meysionists. The Greek of the New Testa
ment ig decidedly against them. The an
alogies of the language of Boripture are
against them. And the facts of Seripture
are against them. But, fortifying them-
selves with higtorical statements, tracing
the practiee, ag they elaim, almost to the
very time of the apostles, they do not find
it very diflicnlt vo build up infersnces from
the Scriptures in their favor. 'The infer--
ences in themselves are very weak, as we
have before shown. Mhey think these in-
ferences arc justified by the evidences
drawn from history. And thus 1t every
way appears that history is their chief de
pendence.

These people publish a paper in Ilinois,
at the head of whieh stands Tld. J. H.
Moore. He has written a pamphlet of 64
pp., with the following pretentious title:
“Trine Immersion traced to the Apostles;
being a Collection of Historteal Quotations
from Modern and Aneient Auathors, prov-
ing that a Three-fold Immersion was the
Only Method of Baptizing ever practiced
by the Apostles and their immediate Suc-
cessors.”  We think that neither the con-
tents of the book nor the facts justify this
flaming title.
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Eld. Moore frequently quotes from Kld.
thmes Quintner. KEld. Quintner wrote a
inct entitled, “ The Origin of Single Im-
ersion.”  These two works have becen for-
mrded to us with the request that they
my be noticed.
iith that request.  We wish to make here
sfew statements which we hope the reader
piill bear in mind.

1. Nothing can be justly inferred from
he carly practice or the early mention
if o practice among the successors of the
ostles, inasmuch as the wildest errors and
Joldest innovations are found among the
nmediate successors of the apostles.
Hilner certainly could not be accused of
fudue  prejudice against the early tradi-
lions and customs of the church, but he
Y — ,

| “Superstition had made, it seems, deep
imoads inte Africa. It was rather an un-
olished region, certainly much inferior to
lly in point of civilization. Sataw’s temp-
itons ave suited to tempers and situations;
flut surely it was not by superstitious prac-
Fices that the glad tidings of salvation had
Ehen first introduced into Africa. There
bst have been a deep decline. One of
e strongest proofs that the comparative
bilue of the Christian religion in different
lomniries is not to be estimated by their
iistance from. the apostolical age, is deduci-
be from the times of Tertullian.”

- Very many of the innovations which
fnally gained a footing in the church are
fced to Tertullian. Ie first mentions
grinkling in connection with baptism.
It bis work “On Baptism,” chap. 2, he
fy8— )

“Without expense a man is dipped in
vater, and amid the utterance of some few
words, is sprinkled, and then rises again,
10t much or not at all the cleaner, the con-
wquent attainment of eternity is esteemed
‘the more incredible.” KEdition of Clark,
Edinburg; also in chap. 12. Ile is the
first to mention sponsors in baptism, and
other appendages 1o the rite, and we shall
show that he is the first to mention triné
immersion.

- 2. We are not to infer that an carly prae-
fise was derived from the apostles because
e find mention of the practice, but find no
mention of its origin. Scarcely a single
innovation or dogma peculiar to the Rom-
ish Church can be traced to its origin,
‘The Catholics base their argument on this
fact that you cannot trace their origin; that
heing practiced so carly the practice must
Jave been dervived from the apostles, But
‘Arehbishop Whately draws an argument
against them {rom this same fact; inas-
much ag the Scriptures thoroughly furnish
the man of God unto all good works, if
these dogmas had been promulgated by the
apostles we eould easily trace them to that
source. 'The following will illustrate this
point.  Bingham, in Antiquities of the
Christian Church, speaking of the “ Bap-
tism of Bells,” says:—

“The first notice we have of this is in
the capitulars of Chartles the Great, where
itis only mentioned to be censured.”—B.
1L, chap. 4, § 2.

It was then in practice. Bishops bap-
tized bells, but when and where it origin-
ated, how it came to be a part of Chris-
tianity, we have no means of ascertaining.
Shall we therefore conclude that it was de-
rived from the apostles?

3. As it will not be safe to infer anything
from a practice because it was early men-
tioned, so we may not infer its genuineness
hecause it was generally received. Ko,
(1) Party spirit ran high; opposition of
parties was most bitter, and the weaker
parties were very early crushed out by
power, oftener than they were subdued by
argument. (2.) As it was adjudged by the
empire that “the primaey should remain
with the elder Rome,” so the authority of
the empire was called in to put down every-
thing which opposed the doctrines of the
‘bishop of Rome. And by this means /ere-
sies were extirpated; and the writings of
the heretics, being condemmed, were de-
stroyed. So now we have only the writ-
ings of the orthodox party, which then
meant, as it now means, the strongest
party, and all the writings of that age of
superstition and error have passed through
the hands of those who were unserupulous
in molding everything to suit their purpose.

To show that we may not implicitly fol-
low that which history affirms so early and
so generally obtained, we refer to the fact
that the historical testimony in favor of in-
fant baptismn makes it.fo have been both
early and general. The evidence in its fa-
vor is far greater than that in favor of trine
immersion. And with.this was introduced
infant communion. Thus Dr. Schaff:—

" .

We will now comply’

“In the Oriental and North African
churches prevailed the incongruous system
of infant communion, which seemed to fol-
low from infant baptism, and was advo-
cated by Augustine and Innocent I. on the
authority of John 6:53. In the Greek
Church this custom continues to this day,
but in the Latin, after the ninth century, it
was disputed and forbidden.”—History of
Christian Church, vol. 2, p. 516.

Binghamn says infant communion existed
in the days of Cyprian, an African bishop
in the third century. The Greck Church,
to which trine immersionists refer with
such an air of trinmph, aftitm that trine im-
mersion, infant baptism, and infant com-
munion, all came down from the days of
the apostles, and may all be deduced from
the Scriptures. 'We have elsewhere shown
the absurdity of eclaiming seriptural au-
thority for trine immersion. In history it
is not as strongly fortified as infant bap-
tism. Of the three unscriptural rites above
referred to, now held by the Greek Church,
trine immersion has the least plausible ar-
gument in its favor.

And 4. 'We must exercise due caution in
receiving the statements of historians of
the middle ages; for, (1.) They knew no
more of the facts of the first centuries, per-
sonally, than we know. They derived their
knowledge from those who wrote before
themselves. (2.) They lived in an age
when almost unbounded confidence was
placed in tradition; when almost any writ-
ing which was received and indorsed by
the church was accepted ag authority with-
out further questioning. This will be seen
a8 we present our argument.

We will now notice two statements by
Eld. Quintuer in his tract. He says:—

“ Chrystal, in his book entitled, < History
of the Modes of Baptism,” quotes Theodo-
vet, Bishop of Cyprus, an author of an Ke-
clesiastical History and various other works,
and who lived in the latter part of the
fourth and early part of the fifth century,
as follows: ¢He (Eunomius) subverted the
the law of holy baptism, which had been
banded down from the beginning from the
Lord and from the apostles, and made a
contrary law, asserting that it was not nec-
essary to immerse the candidate for bap-
tism thrice, nor to mention the names of
the Trinity, but to immerse once only into
the death of Christ.’” ,

‘We cannot say that Theodoret never wrote
these words, but the guotation comes to us
with a suspicious bearing. 1. There is
not the slightest evidence in existence that
it was banded down from the apostles.
This was a very coramon method of en
foreing any and every practice, even before
the time of Theodoret. 2. Theodoret him-
self was a zealous partisan on the orthodox
side, who bitlerly opposed dissenters, and
he lived when the controversy on the Trin-
ity ran very high, and we shall show that
respect for the doctrine of the Trinity was
one ground of advocating trine immersion.
3. The author from whom Quintner quotes
this extract mentions that Theodoret was
the author of an Ecclesiastical Iistory; but
why this mention, if not to give the ap-
pearance of authenticity to the extraet?
Why did he not tell us where we may find
1t? It is not found in that history, and we
have no means to determine that "Theo-
doret ever wrote it. Such loose quotations
scarcely deserve the name of proof. From
the next quotation from the same author
we shall feel warranted in stamping him as
unreliable.

This next quotation s offered from. Sozo-
men, We quote again from Eld. Quint-
ner’s tract:—

“The following is the language of Sozo-
men in regard to the origin of single im-
mersion. It occurs in his Feclesiastical
History. e lived, according to Cave,
about the year A. D. 440, ‘Some say that
Eunomius was the first who dared to bring
forward the notion that the divine baptism
ought to be administered by a single im-
aersion; and to corrupt the tradition that
has been handed down from the apostles,
and which is still preserved by all (or
among all). * * ¥ Butwhether it was
Kunomius or any other person who first in-
troduced heretical opinions concerning bap-
tism, it seems to me that such innovators,
whoever they may have been, were alone in
danger, according to their own representa-
tion, of quitting this life without having re-
ceived the holy rite of baptism; for if, after
having received baptism according to the
ancient mode of the church (7. e., by trine
immersion), they found it impossible to re-
confer it on themselves, it must be admit-
ted that they introduced a practice to which
they had not themselves submitted, and
thus nndertook to administer to others

what had never been administered to them-
selves (4. e., single immersion unto the
death of Christ). The absurdity of this as-
sumption is manifest from their own con-
fession; for they admit that those who
have not received the rite of baptism have
not the power of administering it. Now,
according to their opinion, those who have
not received the rite of baptism in con-
formity with their mode of administration
(i. e., single immersion) are unbaptized;
and they confirm this opinion by thelr prac-
tice, inasmuch as they re-baptize (i. e., by
single immersion) all those who join their
sect, although previously baptized (4. ¢., by
trine immersion) by the Catholic Church.’
—Chrystal’s History of the Modes of
LBaptism, p. 78,7

These are the words ascribed to Sozo-
men by the trine immersionists. The fol-
lowing are the exact words of Sozomen
copied from his History:—

“Some assert that Eunomius was the
first to maintain that baptism ought to be
performed by immersion, and to corrupt, in
this manner, the apostolic tradition, which
has been carcfully handed down to the
present day. * ¥ * But whether it
was Eunomius, or any other person, who
first introduced heretical opinions concern-
ing baptism, it seems to me that such inno-
vators, whoever they may have been, were
alone in danger, according to their own
representation, of quitting this life without
having received the rite of holy baptism;
for if, after having received baptism ac-
cording to the ancient mode of the church,
they found it impossible to reconfer it on
themselves, it must be admitted that they
introduced a practice to which they had
not themselves submitted, and thus under-
took to administer to others what had never
been administered to themselves. Thus,
after having laid down certain principles,
according to their own fancy, without any
data, they proceed to bestow upon others

.what they had not themselves received.

The absurdity of this assumption is man-
ifest from their own eonfession; for they
admit that those who have not received the
rite of baptism have not the power of ad-
ministering it. Now, according to their
opinion, those who have not received the
rite of baptism in conformity with their
mode of administration, are unbaptized;
and they confirm this opinion by their
practice, inasmuch as they re-baptize all
those who join their sect, although pre-
viously baptized by the Catholic Church.”

A fierce controversy long raged in the
church as to whether baptism by heretics,
or those who did not conform to the dom-
inant party, was to be accepted as valid.
It will be seen above that every reference
to single and trine immersion was put
into this extract, not by Sozomen, but, by
the man who quoted it in favor of trine
immersion, They may indeed say that
that is what Sozomen meant, but if Sozo-
men was not able to say what he meant,
and needs to stand corrected at this day,
then he is not competent to testify in this
or any other case. It needs no words of
ours to brand the course of Chrystal as dis-
honorable in palming on his readers this
quotation for the words of Sozomen.

We do not dispute that trine immersion
prevailed to a considerable extent in the
days of Sozomen; but we strongly object
to any controversialist making him many
times say that which he never said at all.
But, our opposers may ask, What else
could it mean, if trine immersion then ex-
isted? We angwer, 1. If we could dis-
cover no other meaning, we still denounce
the course as unworthy of weaving into a
historical quotation that which we think it
means while 1t does not say it. The Catho-
lic Chuarch, in all her pious frauds; never
went beyond this. 2. We find historical
reference to sprinkling in the church
about two and 2 half centuries before Sozo-
men wrote. Now inasmueh as Sozomen
spoke disparagingly of immersion (not of
single immersion) he may at that time
have referred to sprinkling as the prefera-
ble mode, But, 3. Whatever mode Sozo-
men meant to indorse, it is condemned by
his own words, for he speaks in favor of a
“tradition handed down from the apos-
tles.” Te knows but little of church his-
tory who does not know that tradition had
obtained a standard position in the fifth
century. And we promise to show, also,
that the first authority for trine immersion
rested it on tradition only.

(To be Continwed.)

Gon’s word will stand and triumph glo-
riously. Eternity shall recount the praises
and trinmphs of the truth.. Truth shall
endure, and its lovers shall live.

e
THE OLD TESTAMENT LAID UPON
THE SHELF.

Toe fact is almost as universal as it is
sad that the Old Testament scriptures are
comparatively dispensed with, considered
out of date, and therefore null and void, in
this day and gencration. Very few pro-
fessedly Bible-loving Christians are: con-
versant with any portions of the Old Test-
ament outside of the Psalms, Proverbs,
and one or two of the prophets, such as
Isaiah and Jeremiah. Thisis not charac-
teristically true of the masses of Christians,
but grievously true with a goodly number
of our preachers. I confess it has been
the case with myself that I have neglected
the Old Testament for the New, not only
in my pulpit preparations, but in my indi-
vidual reading and studying of God’s pre-
cious word.

L The questions are natural: Why is
this? and should it be thus? There may
be many more explanations, but I think
these are the leading ones:—

1. In the New Testament the “ doctrines
of grace ” are so much more clearly brought
out and personalized; the tcachings in the
Gospels and Epistles being lifted out of
that necessary materialism suitable for the
development of Messianic thought in the
Jewish mind, are more in harmony with
our Spirit-enlightened natures,

2. A main reason is, because we consider
the Old Testament a fulfilled mission.
We fail to appreciate the great facts of
unity, from the first to the finale, in the di-
vine revelation to man. We divorce the
two books; or, rather, never have consid-
ered them divinely joined together, There
is a sublime harmony between the law and .
the gospel. The gospel wag never de-
signed to nullify or do away with the law.
Christ answered the question of legal and
gospel relationship when he declared:
“Think not that I am come to destroy the
law or the prophets; I am not come to de-
stroy the law, but to fulfill.,” The law of
God is still and forever operative, obeyed;
it was dignified by Jesus Christ, the sin-
ner’s substitute and Saviour.

3. Another reason of this neglect is
simply this,—menéal laziness. 1t requires
no mean effort to read understandingly the
word of God; but especially that portion
darkened by the shadow of the law. But
gtill more praetical: A great deal of the
old Bible is Aistorical and biographical
and we do not like such dry literature as
this. It requires some effort to retain the
facts, and some thought to conclude a les-
son from these facts, and we are right
down mentally lazy, and shrink from the
ought-to-be-delightful task. Oh, how often
you hear in our Sunday-schools: “I do wish
we would hurry and get through with the
lessons of this quarter; they are in the Old
Testament, and so dry.” Some of our
most intelligent Bible-class teachers are
heard expressing the same sentiments.
What good are they or their classes ac-
complishing?

II. Now, ought this to be? If not, what
is the remedy? To be sure, we will readily
answer that it ought not to be thus, All
of God’s word should be studied,—should
be loved. The Old Testament scriptures
are not nnll and void. Jesus himself
quoted them, read them, and enjoined his
hearers to read them. Paul declares that
“all scripture is given by inspiration, and
is profitable,” &e. He certainly referred
to the Old Testament scriptures in their

entirety. The Gospels and Kpistles had
.not been collected and canonized. Ile

meant the Hebrew Seriptures, e further
declaves that these same Hebrew Seriptures
are able to make us wise unto salvation.
Now, what is the remedy to counteract this
tendency to neglect the Old Testament?
I shall only suggest one: Let our preachers
and Bible-class teachers make these Seript-
ures their heart and mind’s foremost study,
and thus be enabled to impress the minds
of their hecarers with those glorious truths
of God, that, when appreciated, scatter a
heavenly radiance over the face of his
complete revelation. We need to become
more profoundly conversant with God’s
word as a whole, not as a scrap, a part,
but as a sublime nnity.——/. # Curry, in
Texas Baptist. :

g

You tell us that you believe that we, Ad-
ventists, are the false prophets that were to
come in the last days, which would, if it
were possible, deceive the very eleet. It
this is so0, we ave certainly in the last days;
but that is just what we preach. Is it
false, ov is it true?
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 Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth.”
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THE KINGS OF THX EAST.

Tur great river Euaphrates, Rev. 16:12, a
symbol of the Turkish empire, is to be dried up
under the sixth plague, that the way of the
kings of the east may be prepared. What peo-
ple or nations are meant by the ‘“kings of the
eash,” has been a question of some study with
many.

An article in The Christign Union of May 1,
1878, possibly throws some light on this ques-
tion. In an article headed, ‘““An Unknown
War,” that paper describes a campaign con-
ducted by the Chinese government against
Western Kansuh, and Bastern Turkestan, end-
ing with the capture of Kashgar, the capital of

the latter.
These provinces were able to make no small

show of resistance, and the operations covered a
region of country 2000 miles in extent. The
war was conducted in a manner similar to the
modes of modern Western warfare, employing
modern weapons, a general staff, an admirable
commissariat, and an efficient artillery train.
The invading army on one occasion marched
400 miles in 21 days, capturing in that time
three cities and winning one pitched battle.

The article closes with this significant state-
ment: ¢ Kashgar is not far from half way be-
tween Pekin and St. Petersburg, and already
there are prophets who anticipate more danger
1o Europe from the Mongolian than from the
Muscovite.” :

So long as the Turkish empire stands, its in-
dependence guaranteed by the powers of Hu-
rope, so long an effectual barrier remains
against the irruption of the modern hordes of
the interior of Asiainto Western Asia, and East-
ern Europe. But when Turkey falls, their way
will-be prepared, the barrier removed ; and why
may we not expect deluging waves of them to
flow westward, as at times in the middle ages?

Joel uses an expression which looks directly
to such a movement as we approach the great
day of the Liord., Joel 3:11-14: ¢ Assemble
yourselves and come all ye heathen, and gather
yourselves together round about: thither cause
thy mignty ones to come down, O Lord. Let
the heathen be wakened, and come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat ; for there will I sit to
judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. . . . Theday
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.”

While the western power is drying up, the
multitudes in the east who are to come up to
the battle of the great day are already, by their
movements, attracting the attention of the
world. The way seems to be rapidly preparing
for the fulfillment of Joel and Revelation.

ANOTHER VICTIM.

Or what? Of the miserable falsehood that is
going the rounds of the religious press on the
subject of the ¢ Christian Sabbath,” started
some time since by the Christian Observer. The
falsehood is this: That in the Greek the first
day of the week is called the Sabbath in the
New Testament. If a person could not detect
the error of this statement, the supremely fool-
. ish manner in which it is defended should be
enough to open anybody’s eyes.

We have had occasion to refer to this several
times already, and to call the attention of the
reader to the tract on Sabbaton, in which the
fallacy of the statement is fully exposed. This
week the article comes to us again, this time
clipped from The Baptist, published in Mem-
phis, Tenn., in which it is seriously spread be-
fore the reader as containing true statements and
fair criticism,

Tt is a marvel that such a claim should ever
be put forth as that the Greek calls the fivst day
of the week the Sabbath ; but it is 2 greater mar-
vel still that it should be seized upon with such
avidity by the different papers which have al-
ready published it, This is something we can
hardly understand. Is it owing to a fit of des-
peration which has seized them in view of the
utter want of any evidence in behalf of the pet
Sunday institution ¢ or is it an indication of the
alarming ignorance that prgvails on this sub-
ject?

When the little tract on Sabbaton was pre-
pared, we did not anticipate that the error which
it refutes would ever be avowed to a sufficient

extent to make the demand for the fract gen-
eral. That idea is somewhat modified by the

~~~ | great run this article from the Christian Observer

is having ; and hence we again call the attention
of the reader to this tract, and advise all the
friends of the Sabbath to supply themselves
with it for general circulation.

We cannot forbear quoting a little from this
last appearance of the article in The Buptist. It
says i—

““The Seventh-day Adventists are circulating
tracts gratuitously all over the South and West,
assailing the Christian Sabbath, much to the an-

noyance of our brethren. One of these tracts
makes the following assertions, viz i—

““ “The first day of the week was never called
the Sabbath for more than a thousand years
after Christ, nor observed as the Sabbath by the
carly church prior to the commencement of the
fourth century. The New Testament nowhere
forbids work to be done on it. It is never called
the Christian Sabbath. It is never called the
Sabbath at all. It is never called the Lord’s
day. It is never said that the Sabbath was
changed from the seventh to the first day of the
week.’

‘“ A correspondent of the Christian Obseiver
thus notices it :—

‘“ These assertions arve untrue. The New
Testament calls the first day of the week the
Sabbath as positively as it states that Christ rose
from the dead on that day. Mark 16:9.”

He passes a sweeping charge of falsehood upon
all the statements quoted from the tract. Yet
he undertakes the refutation of only one;
namely, that the first day ‘¢ is never called the
Sabbath at all.” And he can refute this only
by making a statement which is itself absolutely
falge ; that is, that the Greek calls the first day
the Sabbath. All the falsehood comes out on his
side of the question. The statements of the
tract are true, every one of them.

We. will notice only one of his efforts at criti-
cism. He quotes and translates Mark 16: 9 as
follows : ¢ Anastas de prio prote sabbatay, Now
when Jesus was risen early on the Sabbath.”
which should be “proi prote subbaton,” we will
charitably attribute to the blunders of type-set-
ters and proof-readers. But in the translation
a very essential Greek word, profe, is left out
entirely. Thus, dnastas de, and having risen,
proi, early, prote, on the first, sabbatou, of the
week, ephane, he appeared, etc. Profe is a nu-
meral adjective of the feminine gender. It can-
not agree with sabbaton, which is neuter gender,
but agrees with hemera, day understood. And
sabbaton after such numeral adjectives always
signifies week. See Greenfield, Parkhurst, Rob-
inson, and Liddell and Scott.

The same rule holds in Matt, 28:1; Mark 16:
2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7 ; and 1
Cor. 16:2, where different forms of the numeral
mia are used instead of prote. And our trans-
lators, in the expression *‘the first day of the
week,” have given us a literal and correct trans-
lation of the original.

Our critic says :  ‘‘ The translators were not
inspired.” True; but they were men of good
education, and good compion sense, and knew
when a passage from the Greek was correctly
translated.

We need not pursue this subject further, as it
is treated at length in the tract to which we
have called attention. If this is the best our
friends can do in support of Sunday, they are
destined to suffer still greater annoyance on this
subject, unless they will accept the truth.

3

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

Please explain John 3:13. M. S. A.
Axs. ““And no man hath ascended up to
Heaven [for the purpose of coming back to in-
sttuct us in regard to Heavenly things, which
is the subject of discourse, verse 12], but he
that came down from Heaven, even the Son of
man who is [so far as his knowledge of Heav-
enly things is concerned, the same as if it were]
in Heaven.”

Do 8. D. Adventists believe it is right to go to war?

D, 6. W,

Ans. No. Our position is that of non-com-
batants, and was so acknowledged by the Gov-
ernment in the late civil war,

What out-door games are allowable for our children ?

Are such games as ball, eroquet, &c., if not played to
excess, harmful ? I, A L and others.

Axs, We would divide the answer to this
question into two parts, in reference to the two
classes upon whom it has a bearing.

1. Those who have no interest in religious
things. How far should Sabbath-keeping par-
ents indulge children, in this condition, in
games such as are above mentioned? Any an-
swer 1o this would be an answer at random, un-
less something could be known, (1.} of the tem-

peraments of the children, (2.) how far they

The ludicrous Greek given us in this quotation, |,

were disposed to let these things engross their
minds, (3.) what results were being produced,
and (4.) the views and feelings of observers.
All these considerations would have some bear-
ing upon the question, and would serve to indi-
cate in a great measure the proper course to be
pursued.

2. Professed believers in the third message.
We have no hesitation in saying that we do not
see how any who believe that we are having the
last message of mercy, that the time of trouble,
the Judgment, and the coming of Christ are
right before us, while so much remains to be
done for a world lying in darkness ard sinking
to ruin,—we do not see how any of this class,
old or young, can feel that they have any time
of the few remaining moments of probation to
squander in such useless ways ag indulging in
games of any kind.

What prineiple did our Lord design to illustrate in
Maitt. 9:16, 17, when he spoke about putting new cloth
into an old garment, and new wine into old bottles?

H. O

ANs. The utter inconsistency of trying to
unite the system which he came to inftroduce
with that observed by the Pharisees. The very
question which called out the illustration was
a questicu of difference between the practice of
his disciples and that of the Pharisees. Why
do the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast
not? Verse 14, The two systems of worship
were incompatible with each other. Theirs had
degenerated into lifeless formality ; his was a
new and life-giving principle which conld not be
confined within such bounde. It would take
out from the old garment aund make the rent
worse, or it would burst the old bottles with its
new expansive force.

Should the seat of the papacy be removed to the
United States, would it not invalidate the elaim that
our government is represerted by the two horned
beast of Rev, 18?9

Axs. If the beast can be said to be wherever
his seat is, we should have, in case of the re-
moval of the popedom %o this country, two
beasts occupying the same territory. The seat
of the beast, at the time when that power ap-
pears in Rev. 13, was the ‘“seat” which the
dragon gave him, which was the city of Rome.
And we find no intimation of any change of
seat between this and Rev. 16 :10, where the
“seat of the beast” is again brought to view,
but this time under the fifth plague just before
the coming of Christ. #Ience we think the seat
of the beast will never be moved from the city
of Rome.

What is described in the first chapter of EzelneP
D, T

Axs., The throne of God. This chapter and
chapter 10 of the same book give a most im-
pressive description of that throne, showing it
to be a living moving ‘throne of awful life and
majesty. See work on the Sanctuary, pp. 230-
236.

ANswrERED BY Lmrrer: 8. R. Twist. E. J.
Hammer, G. H. Murphy, L. H., Priest, J. G.
Cheal, D. H. Mason, H. W, Quin; C. C. Ram-
sey, H. W, Decker, D. M. Canright, 8. Sharp.

WHAT IS MOST INEPORTAI\T'J’.‘.’V;fj

TrosE shings which are most important should .

be attended to first, afterward other things of
less importance. The Bible teaches that if we
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, all things else will be added. This is gen-
erally explained to mean conversion, or, as the
expression is frequently used, to give the heart
to the Lord. When an individual has had an
experience so that he can say, I have done this,
the idea prevails that this is all that is neces-
sary, regardless of any special faith or interest
in the work of present truth, which ig now be-
ing carried forward in the world. There are
thousands who will make a fatal mistake here.
A Christian experience entirely disconnected
from the special work of God will be of no ac-
count in the time of trouble to those who live
at that time. This special work is to prepare a
people for that event, and therefore it is of the
utmost importance to those who are called to
act in eonnection with it. When Gideon placed
the fieece of wool on the floor that he might
more perfectly understand the will of God con-
cerning him by observing whether dew fell on
it or not, nothing in the world was of more im-
portance to him than its appearance, as in the
morning he received an answer to his inquiry.
The breaking of the pitcher at the right time,
and the cry, ‘“The sword of the Lord, and of
Gideon” was of no less importance.

‘What would a religious experience have been
worth at the time of the flood if it had not been
connected with the building of the ark? So it
is now in the closing scenes of this world’s his-

tory. In Rev. 7, we learn that God’s angels

hold the four winds, which represent the warring
elements throughout the world, that a specii
work may be accomplished in the earth. Thig
work is symbolized by the angel ascending from}
the east ; and the fact that the winds are held
for its completion, proves it to be the most i
portant work in the world. God’s especisl

providence overrules the rise and fall of nations]
so that if not directly contributing to the ad
vancement of his cause they are made to as]
sume such positions that its progress 1s not h

dered. A Christian experience connected Wlt
this work is invaluable, and one outside of it i
of but little worth. It is the same as the third
angel’s message of Rev. 14; and the greatey
sacrifices that can be made for its advancementy
the more closely we can have our lives inter]
woven with it, the more devotedly and eﬁ‘l
ciently we can serve its interests, aud the mo
valuable will be our Christian ex perience. :

The state of Europe, the crnmbling couditiorf
of society, are sure indications of the return of
our Lord, but the greatest evidence lies in th
progress of tho work of God. Therefore
every trne believer nothing can be more intet]
esting thau to learn of the progress of this workj
and not a week passes during which some nevl
achievement gained by present truth is noj
brought to our knowledge. Wherever ouy
ministers go there are accessions to the truth]
wherever the banner of truth is unfurled, victor]
is sure to follow. This is God’s work, and h
is leading it on to certain vietory. E

A few more years, and the conflict will b
over. The urgent calls for means will then by
in the past. The pressing need for men to fi
positions in the cause of God will then have}
ceased. Then the burden-bearers will wear thy]
crown. 1I¢ is men and women ‘of influenc
that are now wanted to recommend the trutk
of God to others, and also means to carry the
work forward. Nothing in the world can be s
important as this work. There is an importandg
to it that is not realized. Salvation is in it]
and those are wanted to engage in it who wil
not count their lives dear unto themselves, bu‘
who will labor with untiring zeal the short time]
that remains for labor. S. N. HasxeLL, |

OBSERVATIONS UPON THE CA'USE
IN IOWA.

NInE years ago this spring I went to Towa
and began labor with Bro. Butler, ab Slgourney‘
I labored in this field largely for four years, ani;
became quite well acquainted throughout the]
State. After an absence of five years, I have]
again had the privilege of being there, and see;
ing most of the brethren whom I formerly knew;
Some facts have been forcibly pressed upon my
mind, to which T wish to call attention.

1. When I first went to Iowa, the friends ha.d
just passed through the rebellion of Snook and
Brinkerhoof. That move took all our ministen
then in the State, divided our churches, and|
brought general discouragement on the caus]
there. It left us, [ think, less than three hun-
dred Sabbath-keepers in the Conference, andj
everything in a demoralized condition ; but fromj
that very point God has seemed to have a spe:
cial favor for Iowa, and the cause has come up
rapidly, and unow there are in this Confer
ence about thirty-five preachers, seventy-five]
churches, and two thousand Sabbath-keepers,
What has become of the rebels? You need
spy glass to find the little remnant there is left;
of them. Adversity and confusion have fol-
lowed them, and the scattering hand of God has{
been against them. Omne Eld. Goodenough, of!
that party, about seven years ago made a raid]
against our church in Richland. Eight or ten,
Sabbath-keepers were deceived, and went with’
him. What has become of them ? Every one:
of them has given up the Sabbath. This is the
fruit of their labors everywhere they go. V

One thing I have noticed in every Conference.
where these murmuring opposers have rigsen up’
to divide our people, and establish a work of
their own, is, right there the Lord seems to
bless the cause more than anywhere else. Many
years ago Michigan was their head-quarters for
a short season, until their light went out. Di-
rectly following them, God began to bless Michi-
gan ; and his blessing has followed the State
ever since. Then they moved to Iowa, and
planted their batteries there ; and see what God
has done for that State. Two years ago they
made a rush for California. About that time
many things were very discouraging there ; but
no sooner did they enter the field than the
Lord began to revive his work in California.
Now see how he has raised up ministers and
churches in that Conference within the last two
Missouri has been their last place of at-

years.
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i, and we confidently expect to see the bless-
bl the Lord poured out on that State, Let
A rethren mark these facts, and let it estab-
b their faith in this work, and in the provx—
w of our God.
b 1 was particularly impressed as I noticed
ge number of young people in the truth
owa., I don’t know as I have ever seen so
{éaproportion of young men and women in
jof our churches as here. T should judge
.ot least one-third of our membership are
lir twonty-five years of age, and many of
o are from fifteen to eighteen years of age.
amall children are quite largely in the truth.
§ very encouraging indeed. Bro. Farns-
thinks it is because Iowa has taken spe-
pams in the Sabbath-school cause. Every
firh, so far as I learned, has a Sabbath-
qol and considerable effort has been made to
these schools interesting.
4t our other Conferences note this fact, and
p to the importance of saving their chil-
Of course there are children among these
path-keepers who are not converted to
but their number is not nearly as large as
¢ other Conferences where I have been.
Jith the exception of two or three, the thirty-
eachers in Jowa are all young men. The
nt of their Confereunce, Eld. E. W.
orth, is not thirty years of age, and he
ly been preaching three years, These
‘gs look very favorable for the cause in that
Other States might just as well have
b preachers where they have one, if proper
\ ts were made to encourage young men to
th.
I believe that one reason why God is rais-
p these ministers, and so blessing Towa, is
uge that Conference has been liberal in
ing out its best ministers to other Confer-
From Towa, Eld. Butler has gone to
souri, Eld. Kilgore to Texas, and Eld. Os-
to Kentucky., When these men left, it
ied like taking all the stremgth from the
iforence ; but, now see how God has blessed
’n Michigan has done the same, and see
tnew ministers have come up. The Lord
jins to teach us by this not to be selfish, not
ﬁettle down in a small sphere, but to move
, and risk something in this cause. If other
fung Conferences would follow suit, no doubt
pi would bless them.,
H, Another thing T observed. here, as.I have
hiy-where else,—it is nob the mmlsbels of the
fitest natural talent and most Hberal attain-
jits who have the most success in the work ;
it is those who work with God in the mes-
e, and give the greatest energy to it. Iowa
nishes & good proof of this,
i here are several men here of much more
In ordinary ability, from whom we would
jiurally expect great things; but they have
pomplished comparatively little. Younger
fin, and men of far less ability and experience
ihe work, have gone 4ll around them in their
for, accomplishing several times as much as
byhave done. Let these brethren see if this
Wt so, and see why it is so. Brethren, how
Mih more time shall we lose in this way? Is
] not time to wake up, and go to work? More
™ . D. M. CaNRIGHT,

SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

&his evident that Sabbath-schools have been
Mmuch neglected among us as a people.  Still
$uo have shown a commendable zeal in this
Ftment of the work of God. Most do not
plize the importance of this work as they
juld. I confess, for ome, that T have not.
we all seen the importance of it fifteen,
sty, twenty-five years ago, how much might
@ been done for the salvation of the children
@i youth that has not been done.

4Now, since an effort to introduce a better
Qe of things in this respect is being made,
Jius all come up unitedly to the work. Some-
#g may yet be done, though time is short ;
Ji the shortness of the time in which we can
For should stimulate us t0 earnest efforts to
Fvhat we can. Let us redeem the time. Let
#make a united effort to come up to duty. We
#y yet save many souls, by teaching in the
#hbath-school the great truths of the gospel of
fvation. Let us no longer neglect this part of
i duty to God and dying humanity, -

' R. F. CorTRELL.

DENMARK.

ot sames

{ArsrrUP, APRIL 8.—The past week has been
b eventful one. The “nemies to the truth
ve assailed us on many sides and in many
hys, but the word of God has, nevertheless,
d success. The preaching of the word has

caused great excitement, and some souls break
through and find peace and joy in coramunion
with the Lord.

sLast Tuesday the parish priest, from ¢, Bron-
derslev came to our meeting again at Norrehede.
Many were present. The conversation, which
lasted about two hours, was almost entirely on
the subject of baptism. He made many im-
portant admissions, which will serve to stregthen
our cause here. His defense of infant baptism
was very weak, his main point being that in in-
fant baptism no promise is made from man’s
side, thus trying to prove that there is no agree-
ment entered into in baptism ; this he advanced
as proof for the statement that 1 Pet. 3:21
does not apply to our time, but to the time of
Peter and his cotemporaries. But there is a
promise wade in infant baptism, for the priest
asks: Do you renounce the devil and all his
his works? To whick the person who carries
the child, replies, Yes. The priest’s argu-
ment was therefore based on an entirely false
statement,

This week I have had the pleasure of burying
nine souls in baptism. Men tried to hinder us;
but the Lord helped, so that we had our bap-
tism, uamolested by the mob. Our hearts were
much encouraged.

I have received a letter from a friend in
Christiana, Norway. Ie has for several years
been convinced on many points of the truth.
He is general agent for the Union Steamship
Line, and runs a fish establishment. He writes
that there are some who show an interest in the
word of God, and that sculs would come into
the truth, if the word could be preached there.

I have also received very urgent invitations
from Fyen and Sjalland (two of the islands of
the Danish archipelago). It pains me that we
cannot fill the calls that are made.

Yesterday I held a meeting in the Alstrup
meeting-house, which was filled, as nsual. One
young brother from Svendstrup came twenty-
three miles to see me. He has kept the Sab-
bath for some time, and loves the truth, al-
though he has read only a few copies of the
Trpenpe. He has suffered some for the truth’s
sake, but he has gained the victory over the
enemy and has not become weary. He re-
ceived a set of owr tracts. We also gave a set
to another brother who wished to search the
Scriptures and become strengthened in the
trath. To-day I send another package of books
t0 Norway. There are many who wish to read
them, and we hope they may be a blessing to
them.

We long for our children and our brethren
in the faith, in the far West; but we rejoice
that we can be united in spirit, although we are
absent in bhody. We are grateful for Bro.

White’s encouraging words and for all the good‘

will the friends in Awmerica have shown us.

May the Lord richly bless every good work,

and soon gather us to the eternal mansions.
Joux G. MarTESON,

WHY WE REJOICE.

‘W, with our brethren, rejoice in the pros-
perity and success of the truths which we as a
people cherish. We can look back only a few
years, and remember what emotions of grati-
tude we felt when we saw in the colunns of the
Revigw reports that a scove of precious souls
had received the Sabbath as the vesult of a
week’s labor. But the truth has so spread that
converts to the down-trocdden Sabbath are no
longer counted by scores, but by hundreds.

. An account has been kept of reports in the
ReviEw Axp Hrrarp and Siexs or tHE Tives
for five weeks, commencing with the last week
in February. The result shows that seven
hundred and seventeen have identified them-
selves with those observing the seventh-day
Sabbath. These have all. received our views
through the direct labors of our ministers.
Hundreds are being gathered into the gospel
net by reading our publications ; and these are
not reckoned in the above figures. Truly we
have reason to be encouraged, and it should
stimulate us to activity. God is preparing
minds everywhere for the reception of the last
warning messa,ge.

A letter just received from England tells us
that the people are hungering for the truth.
A good sister who has been in the truth but a
short timae, and who is poor in this world’s goods,
but filled with love for souls, finds many willing
to read ; and those that cannot read for them-
gelves listen to her. Truly the Lord is good in
giving us the light. People may scoff, as when
Noah preached that the flood was coming upon
the earth ; but notwithstanding the unbelief of
men in this generation, the message is going
with power, and it will continne to increase in

power until the warning has been given, and |

all the honest have been gathered in one faith,
believing the plain declarations of God’s word,
that the seventh day is the Sabbath, and that
Christ will come visibly in the clouds of heaven
to gather those who have been looking for him.
Bale, Swisse. WirtniaMm INgs.
e

HOW SHALL I LIVE?

I orren hear people acknowledge the Sab-
bath truth, but they say, “I don’t see how I
am going to live, if I keep the Sabbath.” This
is talking just as our Saviour told us not to talk.
‘¢ Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink ? or, Where-
withal shall we be clothed ? (for after all these
things do the Gentiles seek :) for your Heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness ; and all these things shall
be added unto you.” Cawmpbhell translates:
“Butb seek first the kingdom of God and the
righteousness required by him ; and all these
things shall be superadded to you.”

Are we not in the hand of God? Shall we
take ourselves out of his hand, and take care of
ourselves ! Wp read: “Keep my command-
ments and live; and my law as the apple of
thine eye.” ““If thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments.” * Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life.”

Should we anxiously ask, How shall we live
if we keep the commandments? For me I do
not see how I am to live, if I do not keep them.

R. F. CorrrerL,

THE KANSAS CAMP-MEETING.

Havixe been requested by members of the
General Conference Commibtee to attend the
Kansas camp-meeting, and the Missouri meet-
ings to be held one and two weeks later, in com-
pany with Bro. Farnsworth, the President of
the Towa Conference, I will say to the friends
of the cause in Kansas, We will endeavor to be
with you in season and will labor to our utmost
for a profitable meeting. We shall be glad of
the privilege of meeting many old friends whose
faces we have not seen for several years, and of
engaging anew with them in the good work of
seeking God. We are living in a time of the
deepest interest., God is blessing his own work
in many parts of the field. He will bless us
bountifully if we place ourselves in connection
with the living waters.

At this meeting we want a general rally of
the old friends of the cause, and those who have
more recently embraced the truth., TLet us
come together expecting this will be the best
meeting ever held in Kansas. We hope the of-
ficers of the Conference will see that the meet-
ing is largely advertised ; that all preparations
are made in season ; that books are provided;
and that provision is made for all who are not
prepared to take care of themselves. Let us all
attend this meeting with an earnest desire for a
deeper consecration to God and to his work, and
80 make it a new era for the cause of present
truth in Kansas. Be on the ground promptly
at the beginning of the meeting, and stay till
the close. Come to seek the Lord. Bring those
with you who need help, your unconverted
friends, and we trust the Master of assemblies
will be with us. Geo. 1. BurLer.

A REQUEST.

TRAVELING among our brethren, I find in al-
most every church striking examples of the
special providence of God in dealing with those
who have sacrificed for the cause, or, on the other
hand, have withheld their means when they
ghould have given, particularly the tithe. I
think it would be for the glory of God if such
cases could be related before our brethren. I
know of scores of such cases myself, but don’t
feel at liberty to mention them without permis-
sion. Could we have the names and facts briefly
stated, they would form very interesting read-
ing matter for the Review. It would encour-
age the faith of our brethren, and warn those
who are in danger of robbing God. The Lord
has promised specially to bless those who will
honor him with their substance (Prov, 3:9, 10),
and to curse those who withhold their tithes.
Mal. 3:8-11.

I therefore request those of our brethren or
sisters who have had any experience in this mat-
ter, on either side of the question, to write out
a brief statement of the facts, and forward it to
me, with the privilege of using it if thought
best. Have you some time been tempted to
withhold your tithes? And have you done it?

Are you satisfied that you have met with logses
in consequence of it? Briefly state the fact.
Have you made a sacrifice to pay your tithes, or
to make donations to the cause, and have you
been blessed for it? Give God the glory, and
tell the truth. 1 am personally knowing to
scores of cases illustrating both sides of this
question. T think it would be for the glory of
God to have these facts more generally known
among our people. D. M. CaANRIGHT.

G—ENERAL MEETIN G FOR OSWEGO
, N. Y,

AFTER consultation with the director of Dist.
No. 2, it is decided to hold a general meeting
for Oswego Co., N. Y., at Roosevelt, N. Y.,
May 11 and 12. Particular pains has been
taken to give notice of this meeting in every
church in the county, and we want to sce every
Sabbath-keeper in these churches ab this time.
There are important matters that should be con-
sidered, and in order to do this effectually we
must have a general gathering of the brethren
and sisters. We would gladly visit every church
in the district and hold meetings with each,
but we have not time to do this; but if the
brethren will make the effort to meet with us
here, we can accomplish in one week all that
we could in a month if we had to visit each
church.

The best season of the year for Sabbath-school
work has come, and we want to see an efficient
Sabbath-school organized in every- church in
our Conference. Ab our State quarterly meet-
ing at Pulaski, N. Y., April 27 and 28, a State
Sabbath-school Association was formed to assist
in the accomplishment of this object. This
branch of the work will receive particular at-
tention. In this work we want the co-operation.
of the brethren everywhere, and believe we
shall have it when they come to see and feel the
importance of this part.of the work. There
are many localities where Sunday-schools cam
be organized, and become a practicable means
of presenting the truth. There are other im-
portant interests that will also be considered.

We are much encouraged by the good repord
of our tract workers for the past quarter, and
are anxious that, as far as possible, this inter-
est may be maintained during the busy seasom
of the year. The tract work will receive ite
share of attention.

Now, when we say we want to see a general
representation from every church, we mean more.
than that. We want to see those who are al-
ways in the habit of coming. We know they
will be there, unless sickness or something of
the kind prevents ; but we want to see those
who do not usually come. We want to see our
house of worship at Roosevelt well filled with
brethren and sisters, and we shall, if all coma
who ought to,

One thing more : Come to stay till the meet-
ing is through, if it takes all day Monday.
Many of our brethren seem to think if they at-
tend the meeting on the Sabbath they have.
done their dnty. This is a mistake. Sunday
iy generally the most important day of the
meeting, and those who are absent on that day
often miss just the part of the mesting they
need most.

Brothren, the work of the third angel’s mes-
sage 18 going forward in a most wonderful man-
ner. Shall we not improve this opportunity to
try to get more into the spirit of the work, that
we may be prepared for the part we have to act,
and thus not be left to fall behind and lose the
spirit of the message? May the Lord help us
80 to seek him that we may have his presence
with us in abundant measure.

B. L. Wrarrney.
A. H. Harn

Towa and Nebraska Tent Pledges.

I wisH to call the abtention of ounr brethrem
to their tent pledges. The tents are ready to-
ship, and the money is wanted now. We feel:
anxious about this matter. We have four new-
tents this summer. Their aggregate cost wilk
not be far from $600, and we need every dollar-
of this immediately. We hope our brethrem, -
will send it at once, if possible. And further,,
we urge those who have not yet pledged ox-
given anything, not to neglect to do so; for we
are yet behind considerably., Send all money
to C. . Johnston, Sigourney, Iowa.

E. W. FARNSWORTH.

Ir has been well said that if we would have,
beautiful minds, we must think ; if we would,
have faithful hearts, we must love ; if we would
have strong muscles, we must labor. These in-
clude all that is valuable in life.
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0UT OF THE DEPTHS.

O Lozrp, I am weary and broken,
My life draweth nigh to the grave!
Remember the word thou hast spoken,
The penitent sinner to save.
In darkness long time have I wandered,
My feet to destruction made haste,
And, like the poor prodigal, squandered
My substance in riotous waste.

Q God, that a soul thou hast given
To revel ‘mid pleasures divine,
By Satan and sin should be driven
To wallow and feed with the swine!
O Grace, flowing full like a viver,
O Love, like a fount flowing free,
O mighty One, strong to deliver,
Wash, purify, strengthen, help me!

Too long have I lingered arcund it,
The world's Circe-goblet to sip;
Like apples of Sodem have found it
But ashes and dust on the Jip.
For ashes and dust shall I proffer
To yield me to Satan’s control?
World, hast thon no better to offer,
To give in exchange for a soul?

O pleasure and riches and glory,
Ye baits of the devil to man!
Ye tell us the very same story
Since the dawn of creation bogan. )
Pluck, eat,” saith the tempter, ¢ receive not,
A tyrant’s decree from on high!
His threats or bis promise believe not;
Yo shall live, and shall not surely die.”

Dark spirit, thy subject no longer,
For pardoning grace I have kuneeled
To a mighticr far, and a strongor ;—
Jehovah’s my strength and my shield.
In joy I will ask him fo stay me,
In sorrow, will bow 'neath his rod;
And say, even though he should slay me,
Like Thomas, ¢ My Lord aud my God.”
—Selected.

H

Drogress of Fhe @anse,

““ e that goeth forth and weepoth, hearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves ‘with him.”

AP S O S B S DPNP N ae

DANVERS, MASS.

AFrER an absence of nine weeks I re-
turned to Danvers, April 26, and spent five
days. DBro. Haskell was with me over Sab-
bath and Sunday, and Bro. Stone all the
time. The weather was extremely unpleas-
ant, indeed it rained all the time, so that
our attendance was smaller than usual.
Still a good share of the brethren were pres-
ent, a,nd Sunday evening our house was
filled. Bro. Haskell instructed them in the
tract work, and also on s. 3. The bréthren
pledged on the house $488. Others not
present will raise this sum above $500.

‘We had some excellent social meetings.
Iu every one, all were prompt, and every
moment was taken up. Webaptized eleven,
and fifteen united with the churell. Wednes-
day evening we had our last meeting. The
weather was fair, and we had a good turn-
out. After talking to them on various
points, giving them the best advice I knew
how to give, as I did not expect to see them
again for a long time, we eclected the proper
officers of the church. Bro, Judson Rice
was chosen elder, and Bro. Wm. H, Ed-
wards, deacon. One brother embraced the
Sabbath, and I baptized him. Many more
are still friendly, for whom we hope.

Brn. Stone and Haines have just closed an
interesting meeting at Ipswich, where quite
2 number have crabraced the truth, We
are now at South Lancaster, to dedicate
their new meeting-house. 'We shall follow
with a short course of lectures, if there is
sufficient interest. D. M. Canzicut.

IOWA.

WauvkoN.—I came to Waukon, April 11.
Of late this church hag been greatly reduced
in numbers, not by apostasy, but by re-
movals. Those who gained a good experi-
ence here and learned to bear burdens are
now pillars in several of our large churches
in this Conference and others. But the re-
movals have left this church weak in num-
bers, and I found them somewhat digcour-
aged. I labored for the conversion of the
young and the encouragement of the old,and
God blessed my efforts. Kight of the youth
made a publie profession, and I had the
pleasure of baptizing them. These were
young persons of promise; three of them
had taught school with good success. We
left the church greatly encouraged, and we
see no reason why they may not prosper.

Faverre.-—Tuesday I came to Fayette.
Held a meeting in the P. a., after which I
baptized nine. It was a good season for
ns all. A good portign of these were chil-
dren of Sabbath-keepers, yet grown up to
man and womanhood. Although the no-
tice of the meeting had been short, yet the
attendance was large. The bank of the

,1nte1 ested in our

river was thronged with spectators, and I
feel sure a good impression was made.

S1coURNEY.—Sabbath and Sunday, April
20, 21, I spent with the church at Sigourney.
We were glad to meet Bro. Butler, who had
kindly consented to attend our State quar-
terly meeting of the T. and M. society; but
we were sadly disappointed in not seeing
more of the oflicers of the society out. As
the president was detained at home, and
the directors, for some reason, were not
there, our meeting, so far as business mat-
{ers were concerned, was a failure. But
charity for the officers of our T. and M,
society prompts me to say that I do not
think their absence from this meeting- is a
fair index of their interest in the work.
Ag all these brethren had promptly attended
the meetings recently held by Bro. Canright
and myself, they no doubt felt that they
had done about all they could. Neverthe-
less, we think they made a great mistake.

‘When we saw that our T. and M. busi-
ness could not be attended to, we turned
our attention to the spiritual wants of the
church; and here God did not dl%ppomt
us. We labored for the conversion of old
and young, and a good start was made.
On Monday morning, before we left them,
I had the pleasure of burying nineteen in
baptism; these united with the church.

The scene at the water’s edge was one
that will be long remembered by those who
participated in it. As these dear souls
arose to walk in newness of life, the Spirit
of God rested upon them, and as they were
restored to their friends, who had prayed
and labored so long for them, tears of peni-
tence and joy were freely mingled. Thus
closes another week’s labor, in which thirty-
six have been baptized and have united
with the people of God. Nearly all of
these have been converted during this time.

I now go to Nebraska to labor for a few
weeks, My courage is good.

My permanent “P. 0. address is Knox-
ville, Marion Co., Towa. Letters may be
sent to my places of meeting, however.

E. W. FARNSWORTH.

Nebraska City, Neb., April 25.

Fonda, Aprii 29.

Last Sabbath and first-day I met with
the church at Fonda. We had a full at-
tendance, and every member took part in
the meeting. One was- added to the
church. We organized a Sabbath-school.

‘Grod wiil bless these brethren and sisters,

if they will enter into this work with ear-
nestnesg.

I obtained five subscribers for the In-
sTRUCTOR; two for the REFoRMER; two for
the Ruview; and two for the Sians.

At Sac City we organized s. B. to the
amount of $63.30. At this place two more
gigned the covenant. May God bless the
companies at Sac City and Fonda.

At Storm Lake the late tornado destroyed
Bro. King’s house, killed his mother-in-law,
injured his fannly and destroyed his gar-
den, by which he made most of his living.
He needs help. G. V. KiLcoRre.
Sheldahl, April 25. v

Tnx people at Sheldahl are very much
lectures. The truth is
raising quite a stir throughout the neigh-
borhood. Our large hall is crowded every
evening when the roads are good. The
Methodist minister here attends most of
the time, and tells his members to come.

Men say, ¢ Can’t you come to our school-
house in the country, and talk these things
to our people?” We spoke in the town
nmth of this, on the prophecies and come
ing of the Lord, and necarly every one in
the house Voted to have us come back.
The calls are plenty.

Wirriay EvERBART.
Scorr Kircore.

TEXAS TENT.

Terrell, Kaufman Co., April 29,

Sixcr our last report, our tent has been
blown down in a midnight gale, ripping
some forty-four feet of canvass, but doing
little other damage. 'The seat backs, being
pivoted on bolts, fell forward with the ccn.
ter pole without serious damage. They are
four-inch pine strips, planed and resting in
mortises in uprights. The entire expense
for'back, planed, machine made, is 20 cts.,
uprights and all. 'We missed two evenings
on account of the storm; losing some in-
terest. Sunday evening a large audience
gave profound attention to a searching dis-
course on Matt. 5:17-19; 15:1-9; 19: 16—
22; Jas. 2:8-12. Many are convinced and
we hope for a good work. Tad a good
Sabbath meeting, We bring in the Sab-

bath early so as to have time to press it.

‘We visit much.
R. M. KircoRz.
L. CarpwerL,

Spiritualism to night.

REYNOLDS, GA. ¥

Sivce my last report, one more here has
commenced to keep the Sabbath, and oth-
ers are almost persuaded. We have hired
a hall in the center of the village, where
we hold our Sabbath meetings. Several
new ones were in last Sabbath. I speak to
the people once in three weeks on Sunday.
The church members are quite stlondly
prejudiced against us on account of the
Sabbath. We are in hopes some will be
more favorable after they have cxamined it.

We have received a cheering letter from
a young lady in Brooks county, who was
fully convinced on the Sabbath when we
were there last year, but did not commence
to keep it then. She writes: “ With the
blessed hope of gaining Heaven, T am still
trying to follow the way that Jesus has
laid down in his word, ¢ resting the seventh
day.’” She also says that her father has
left off the use of tobacco, which he had
said he should never give up. He has
embraced the Bible view of the nature of
man, state of the dead, and inheritance of
the saints, and was quite fully convinced
on the Sabbath, bat turned from it. God
can bring him back,

To those requesting names and addresses
for the Siaws, I would say, I will send
them as I get other names, I sent those I
had to the first that called for them. I am
grateful for the interest the friends are tak-
ing in the work South. The thousands of
copies of the Siews, and the other reading
matter sent South, are doing a silent ka
of which but few, if any, are aware.

C. O. Tavvon.

KANSAS.

Cherckee, Crawford Co., May 1.

Avrrn 25 to 29, I held meetings with the
brethren seven miles north-east of this
place. IHere we had a temporary organiza-
tion of ten members. We have now made
a permnanent organization. Seven were
baptized and the same number added to the
church. An clder was elected and ordained,
and a secretary and treasurer appointed.
Thev take the name of the Amity church of

8. D. Adventists, Their post-office is Cher-
okee, Crawford Co., Kan. J. H. Coox.,

Richland and Palermo. o

I was at Richland, Apr. 9-19. Some
trials of a serious nature prevented us from
accomplishing as much as otherwise would
have been done, still I trust some good
was done. Several came forward for
prayers, some for the first time. Their
new meeting-house is about ready for ded-
ication. It will comfortably seat two hun-
dred and fifty persons, and is a credit to
the chnrch.

April 19-29, T was with the church at
Palermo. Some had taken a stand for the
truth since I was there in the winter, and
three were baptized the next day after our
meetings commenced. Before they closed
three more were baptized, making six ad-
ditions to the church; all were adults but
one, Surre Smane.

Ottawa, May 1, 1878.

KENTUCKY.

ArrER our quarterly meecting at Eliza-
bethtown I went to Bear Wallow, where 1
preached three times. I visited some, and
tried to encourage the Sabbath- keepezs
there,

I then went to Glover’s Creck, where I
commenced meetings, Sabbath, the 20th.
I found the Sabbath-keepers here had given
up pork, coffee, and tobacco, and were
ready for organization. I continued my
labors until The 25th ingt.  Organized a
church of ten members, nine of whom I
baptized. This church is to be known as
the Glover’s Creek church. Some who are
keeping the Sabbath were not ready to join
yet, and there are others for whom we
hope. With the exception of one family,
they are quite poor and in debt for their
fand. Their s. B. only amounts to $12.12,
but they are all willing to do something.
Three of those I baptized were boys whose
ages were 11, 12, and 14 years. I have
never baptized any oune I thought more
worthy than these boys. May God bless
them. The father of one of these boys
wasg a rank infidel; but at the elose of our
meeting he said he did not know what he
might do yet, but if the Bible was true,

we had the truth, particularly on Splll
gifts and s. B.

On the night of the 234 there was}
most terrible storm of wind ever know
this part of the State. There was s
rain with the storm. 'The extent it
known yet, but several counties have i
heard from. Much of the timber is blj
down, torn up by the roots, or twisted}
As far as we have heard, but few have
killed. Some property has been lost, hoi
and barns have been unroofed, fruit i
blown down, and roads stopped up 50 o
be 1mpasswble 3

I go from here to Bullitt county, w
anothel church is waiting to be mgam
I then design to go to 'Tennessee to o
the tent. May God help the canse in §
Conference this year, is my prayer. 3

S. Osnou
, April 20. 1

Knob Lick, Metcalfe Co.

NASHVILLE, TENN. .

Axorurr family here have begnn i
ing the Sabbath. Nashville has been 5§
ing out her great men to quiet the peoy)
mmdb, three have taken the field and {
what they could do, and one more is ydi
come. 'Thus far, the truth has gained
victory. To the Toord be all the praxse"

I have also preached nine times ]
house some two miles away, and e‘
voted in favor of the Sabbath. T I
sold books to the amount of $4.00. 4

My address is Faton’s Creek, Davil
Co., Tenn. 0. Sou

NEBRASKA.

Tuz past four days I have spent hold
meetings on Sappa ‘Creek.  The resuli]
been the organization of a church of eif
eenmembu%, with Bro. Chas. P. Iaj
as their elder. A dozen others are K
ing the Sabbath, some of whom arc b
ing to the pollutmﬂ" idol tobaceo, and otl
were kept back by obstacles which I
will yet be surmounted. The church
the name of the Richmond church of §
enth-day Adventists.

The brethren here are poor, yet w
the subject of s. 1. was presented,
cheerfully subseribed one hundred §
eight dollars for the support of the ool
Young men making no profession of i
ion took part in {his work. May they
find Christ and salvation. Bro. I A
kins was present and assisted in the n
ings. Twelve were baptized, and the o
cises closed by celebrating the ordinaif
of the Lord’s house. 'The blessing of §
rested richly upon us. ’ '

4
Cuas. L. Bovj

Beaver City, dpril 29,

CALIFORNIA.
(Abridged from the S1ans oF THE T'1M28.)
San Francisco.

Tur tent-meetings which Bin. Lou
borough and Healey are holding in §
Francisco are awakening conmdelabl(r
terest. Sunday evening, April 21, si
‘White spoke on the sub]ect of Chns
"Temperance. The tent was full, and
audience gave the best of actentlon ',l
Lord blessed, and the clear, burning tul
spoken made their way to hearts.

Red Bluft, Tent No. 3,

Aprir 21, Bra, Israel and Stephens i
held six meetin gs at Red Bluff. The dj
paver of the town publishes short lepo
of the mectings. .

)

Liocust Grove.

Bro. J. D). Rice reports that ten h
have covenanted to keep the comma
ments of God, aud the faith of Jed
Others arc keeping the Sabbath, and
others are investigating. The s. 5. pled
amounts to $137.50.

DISCUSSION IN KANSAS. M

Our meetings at Clarion, Sedgewick (i
continued without interruption until Ap
3, when, the arrangement being complet;
the discussion began. Tho propositi
read as follows: “Dothe Sacred Scripto
authorize the keeping of the first day
the week as the day of special rest ai
worship during the Christian dispensation]

Eld. Crobarger, who planned and agre
to affirm the proposition, promising to c
tinue the debate for thr e evenings, beg
by reading Gen. 2:1-8. IHis first arg
ment was that God ble@sed and sanctife
that onc seventh day for himself, and u
for man.

Bro. Lamont veplied: He blessed it}
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e he hiad rested in it; sanctified it, <. e.,
kit apart to a holy or religious use, so
bossary for holy or religious beings, The
ihsth was made for man. Mark 2:27.
rc. 2. God instituted the Sabbath at
oiving of the manna. Xx. 16.

hvs. 2. There is no mention of its in-
fnion  here. He had given it a long
juhefore, Sce verses 28, 29; Gen. 2: 2, 8.
lee. 3. The Sabbath of the ten com.
friments was associated with perishable-
ios, and went down at the crucifixion.
b.8:13; 10: 1.

s, 3. Not so, but it is associated with
fr moral precepts, that are eternal in
jinature, Read the law. Ex. 20:3-17.
bire. 4. The ten commandments, ag Jew-
law, were a part of the old covenant;
3:21-25; Ex. 84:28; Deut. 4:13; and
jished at the cross; 2 Cor. 3:13; and
lid to it; Col. 2:14; and are dead;
ju. 7: 6.

s, 4. The ten commandments could
fbe the old covenant; for that was writ-
iy Moses in a book, and dedicated by
by sprinkled with blood. Ex. 24:7, 8;
. 9:18-20. This was done before
s was called up into the motntain to
ive the tables of stone and the law that
il had  written; Ex. 24:25; and about
e months clapsed between the dedica-
hof the old covenant and the time when
bles of stone came into tho possess-
jof the Israclites, Hx. 24:18; 34:28.
bre. 5. Christ fulfilled the types, thus
ijg them away; but I cannot seec how
bhis: could fulfill the ten commandments,
fas part of the law, they were done away
b, Matt. 5:17-19. Upon this point [
il hope to rcceive some lizht from my
bilhy opponent.

Hye, 5. In Christ the types met their
jitype, and so passed away, having served
i purpose.  Gal. 3:19; Ileb. 9:9, 10.
hist fulfilled the ten commandments by
bing them perfectly, John 15:10, leav-
pus an cxample that we should follow
steps, that the law might be fulfilled in
- Rom. 8:4. Butif the ten command-
s are done away, what is the law now?
o gave it, and when?  How many com-
odments ave there in it? Tg it rvight to
l, or lie, or worship idols now? We
hand a copy of the new law in your next
ech. The sinner is slain by the law,
Lihe law by the sinner—¢“ Being dead to
B margin,  Rom. 7:6.

izc. 6. No testament is of force till the’
fitor is dead. It is by the death of}

st that the new covenant is brought in.
. 9: 15.
[l of Christ. Matt. 26:28.
ding not found in that last will; Fleb. 9:
17; and there is no Sabbath in that will.
ns. 6. The Testator died on the sixth
i, and the Sabbath was observed on the
fy next  day, the seventh, according to
b commandment.  Tauke 23:56. Upon
bfirst day of the week the disciples were
iy to work. Chap. 24:1. How could
piirst day become the day of special rest
i worship three days after the death of
glestator?  “Though it be but a man’s
fmant, yet if it be confirmed, no man
innuleth, or addeth thereto.” Gal. 3:15.
ira. 7. T propose to prove by apostolic
iple and. precept, especially by apos-
hexample, that the first day of the week
Ro special day of rest and worship in
pChristian dispensation. 1 Cor, 11: 20—
 Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16: 2. :
s, 7. “ There is one lawgivery” Jas.
5 there ave not twelve. Paul and his
ppany remained at Troas over the Sab-
j, theit Lmke, Timothy and the others,
@d on their long journey with the ship,
$lremaining to preach thatnight. Acts
#5. On first-day morning he went afoot
#us to Assos, according to previous ar-
Rement, verse 13, and all continued
g jowrney toward Jerusalem. 1 Cor.
§: “Let every one of you lay by him in
” This is not a public collection, but
irate laying aside at home, a bnsiness
gsaction.
fre. 8. John 20:19: “Then the same
§ 2t evening, being the first day of the
k, when the doors were shut where the
iples were assembled for fear of the
&, came Jesus and stood in the midst,
#saith unto them, ’cace be unto youw.”
Fdisciples collected here for some pur-
$. It looks suspiciously as though they
sholding a meeting. It was for vest, at
i They met again, for the same pui-
}, on the next first day. Verse 26.

§

ins. 8. This was not a religious meet--

1 The disciples were at home at sup-

{ Acts. 1:12; Mark 16:14. The Lord
Jnided them with their unbelief, bé-
o they did not believ&in his vesurrce-
{ Thomas, being absent on the first oc-
on, did not believe the Lord had been

‘be fulfilled.

The new covenant is the last
Nothing is’]

raised; so not on the eighth day, but after
eight days, Jesus camec to convince him.
Verses 24-27.

Are. 9. The resurrcction day is called
Lord’s day. Rev. 1:10:
Spirit on the Lord’s day.”

Axs. 9. Rev, 1: 10 does not say that the
resurrection day or the first day of the
week is the Lord’s day; but the Lord does
claim the Sabbath day. Mark 2:27; Ex.
20:10; Isa. 58:13.

Are. 10. In no part of the New Testa-
ment do we read one linc or word of any
meeting for divine worship on the Jewish
Sabbath, the seventh day.

Axs, 10. Please read Acts 13:42-44; a
meeting for both Jews and Gentiles; chap.
16:13; regular prayer-meetings were held
on the Sabbath; chap. 18:4, 11; Sabbath
meetings for a year and a half by the apos-
tle Paul. More could be furnished; but
where is the record of a meeting for divine
worship on the first day of the week, in
the day time?

Are. 11. Matt. 5:17-21; “Think not
that T am come to destroy the law or the
prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
‘Whosocver thorefore shall
break one of these least commandments, and
ghall teach men so, Lie shall be calted the
least in the kingdom of Heaven,”ete. This
is the ten commandment law, and the Lord
is explaining it to the Jews. All was ful-
filled and passed away at the close of their
dispensation. (On the second evening, Bro.
C. concluded that Christ was not speaking
of the ten commandments, and that this
teaching was to the disciples.—Rrrorrey.)

Awng. 11. Ave the prophecies all fulfilled? .

Dan. 12:2. Is the reswrrection past? Have
heaven and earth passed away? Then not
one jot or tittle (Jetter or part of a letler) of
the law has failed.
the prophecy, “He shall magnify the law
and make it honorable,” Tsa. 42:21, is
showing that the law takes hold of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. Matt.
5:21, 22, 27, 28, 83-37. The Mediator,
with the law in his heart, Ps. 40: 8, i writ-
ing it in the hearts of his disciples. The
apostles, as able ministers of the new cove-
nant, continued this work of writing the
law on the tables of stone, in the lhearts of

|| the people.

ARra. 12. The law of God was not given
for any people but the Jews. Gentiles had
not the law, but obeyed the laws of nature,
or were a law unto themselves; and this is
a Gentile dispensation, so the law is not
for ns. Rom. 2:14.

Axs. 12. Rom. 2:15: “The Gentiles
show the work of the law written in their
bearts.” TLev. 20:22, 23, shows that the
Gentile nations were driven out of Canaan
for violating the same law to which the Is-
raclites were under obligation. “ God is
no respecter of persons; but in every na-
tion he that feareth him, and worketh right-
eousness, is accepted with him.” Aects 10:
34, 85. * All thy commandments are right-
eousness.” Ps. 119:172, 142. :

Ild. C. did not appear on the third even-
ing, but sent a letter to the moderators,
abandoning his cause. He assigned as a
reagson that he had just learned our pur-
pose to publish a report of the discussion
in our papers. The audience, upon learn-
ing this, by a rising vote invited Bro. La-
mont to proceed with his summary of argu-
ments used, which he did as follows:—

1. The Sabbath was instituted at crea-
fion. Gen.2:2, 8.

2. It was made for man. Mark 2: 27,

3. Christ is its Lord. Mark 2: 28.

4. It was known to the Israclites before
the manna fell. Ex. 16:27, 28.

5, Christ observed it; Luke 4:16; and
taught his followers to do so. Matt. 24:20.

6. It was the regular meecting day for
both Jewish and Gentile Christians. Aots.
16:13; 13: 42-44; 18:4, 11.

7. 'the first day of the week is a work-

ing day. Gen. 1:1-5; Matt. 28:1; Mark"

16: 1, 2; Luke 28:56; 24:1; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2;
Acts 20:7, 13.

8. The Lord’s day is the Sabbath (sev-
enth day). Mark 2:27; Isa. 58:13.

9. After the dedication of the new cov-
enant, the Sabbath was observed by the
disciples; and the first day is shut out as a
usurper and forger. Tuke 23:56; 24:1.

10, Not a single text has been cited say-
ing the first day is a sacred, or holy, or

_special rest-day. Neither God, nor Christ,

nor the apostles, nor the prophets ever
rested on it. But “the seventh day is the

 Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”

On seeing the terrible condition of the
world without the law, (murder, blasphemy,
adultery, bloodshed, and the like, and yet

“T was in the -

Christ, n fulfillment of -

no sin, for where there is no law there is no
transgression; John 3:4), Eld. C. felt con-
strained to admit that the substanee of the
ten commandments was of force in all dis-
pensations, thus virtually surrendering the
whole question. Ie appeared to be anx-
ious not to put new wine into old bettles,
or new cloth unto an old garment; yet after
many times repeating that the ten com-
mandments had become old, served their
purpose, were ready to vanish away, and
were utterly abolished, it seemed a little
inconsistent to see him straighten them all
out and patch his new Christianity on
them.

A confession from a Sunday defender,
that the testimony for the Lord’s day was
rather scarce, may have sounded a little
strange to a few in the congregation; but
as Eld. C. never even referred to a text thag
mentions the first day after the first ses-
sion, the people began to feel sure that it
is a working day, as Bro. L. had shown
them. The attendance was about the same
after the debate as before.

G. H. RoGERrs.

A FORM FOR RECORDING CHURCH
BUBSINESS.

As many of the clerks of our churches
have had but little experience in recording
business meetings, they are frequently em-
barrassed to know how to go to work
This article is written to assist such per-
song. If they will study it carefully, and
preserve it for reference, they can soon
learn to record a meeting properly in the
clerk’s book.

I was much pleased and edified by the
“Business School ” held at this place (Sig-
ourney, lowa) by Elds. Canright and Farns-
worth., I am fully satisfied that every
church, as well as our scattered brethren
throughout the land, would be greatly ben-
efited by such a course of training on the
organization and business transactions of
our churches, But as a great majority can-
not avail themselves of the benefits of such
ingtruction, 1t has occurred to me that a
concise statement of the workings and bus-
iness transactions of this school, published
through the Rmvizw, might be of service
to many.

At the suggestion of those who had
charge of the school, I will try to furnish a
chapter.

There were about fifty persons convened
in a comfortable meeting-house, and the ex-
ereises were conducted much after the style
of a teachers’ institute, Elds. Canright and
Farnsworth having charge. Each person
was expected to keep a record of all busi-
ness transacted, and in turn these records
were examined, criticised, and corrected by
the managers,

‘We had a church organized and business
transacted by it, the object being to learn
the art of doing church business and keep-
ing church records. It is very evident that
the business of our churches is often bun-
glingly done, and the records are sadly de-
ficient. The following is supposed to be a
form of business that might occur at and
after the organization of a church, soci-
ety:—

};X company of believers in the Bible doc-
trines held by 8. D. Adventists, located at
Sigourney, Iowa, convened in their church-
house, April 1, 1878, at 10 o’clock A. ar.

After singing and prayer, Eld. D. M.
Canright was called to the chair, and L.
MeCoy was chosen secretary.

The chairman stated thc object of the
meeting to be the organization of a church
of Seventh-day Adventists, and requested
those desiring to participate in the said or-
ganization to give their names to the scere-
tary. )

Whercupon the following-named persons
responded, to wit, L. McCoy, C. E. Moser,
G. B. Starr, Rachel Buck, and Carrie Dal-
bey.

The chairman then asked each of this
company if they had any objections to any
one of the others, and there being no ob-
jection, he then asked them if they could
freely and cheerfully fellowship one an-
other, This being answered in the affirm-
ative, they all, by a rising vote, united in
the following covenant:—

“We hereby associate ourselves together,
taking the name of Seventh-day Adventists,
and covenanting to keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.”
This constituted them a church. B

On 1motion of Bro. Starr, supported b
Bro, Moser, Bro. L. McUoy was elected
church clerk. .

On motion of Bro. Moser, supported b
Bro. Starr, the church adjourned to call of
the chair, ]i McCovy, Sec.

Sigourney, April 6, 1878, 9 4. m., the
church convencd for a business meeting,
all the members having had notice of the
same. Prayer by Bro. Starr.

On motion of Bro. McCoy, supported by
sister Dalbcy, sister Jessic F. Moser was
received as a member of the chureh, sub-
ject to baptism. ‘

Bro. Henry Nicola, bearing a letter of
commendation from the church of S, D.
Adventists at Richmond, Yowa, was, by
motion of Bro. Starr, supported by Bro Mc-
Coy, duly received as a member of this
chureh,

Bro. Asa Ruloff, 2 member of the Bap-
tist church, having embraced our views,
and desiring to be identified with our peo-
ple, presented himself for membership.
There being no objections,

On motion of Bro. Starr, supported by sis-
ter Buck, IBro. Ruloff wag received.

On motion of Bro. Moser, sapported by
Bro. Nicola, the church adjourned to ecall
of the chair. L. McCovy, Clerk.

Aug. 12, 1878, at 10 A. »r, the church
convencd for business.

Meeting opened by singing and prayer,
I1d. Canright in the chair.

Bro. C. E. Moser asked fur a letter of
commendation.

On motion of Bro. Asa Ruloff, sup-
ported by Bro. Starr, the clerk wag in-
structed to give Bro. Moser a letter.

By unaninmious vote of the church, all be-
ing present, Bro. 1I. Nicola was selected
elder of the church, and was duly ordained
as such by Eld. Canvight.

Bro. McCoy at this meeting preferred
charge against Bro. Asa Ruloff for immor-
ality, alleging that Bro. R. had violated the
fourth commandment, in that he had sold
coal and otherwise permitted labor to be
done in his mine on the Sabbath day, the
thira of August, 1878.

Bro. R. being present demanded an in-
vestigation, and the case was heard, Bro.
RR. having opportunity for defense.

On motion of Bro. Starr, supported by
Bro. Mc¢Coy, Bro. R. was placed under cen-
sure by a unanimous vote of the church.

On motion, adjourned until 2 o’clock ». .

Anung. 12, 1878, at 2 ». u., the church con-
vencd purstant to adjournment, for the
transaction of business, Eld. Nicola in the
chair.

Bro. Starr presented resolutions express-
ive of the sotrow occasioned by the death
of our beloved sister Jones, which occured
on the 8th inst., who by her Christian de-
portment and faithfulness in the discharge
of every duty, had won for hergelf a place in
the hearts of all. Although her loss is a
severe trial to thiy little band, yet we bow
in meek submission to the will of Him who
docth all things well.

The resolutions were ordered placed
upon the reeord, and a copy ol same far-
nished to the bereaved family.

On motion of Bro. M., supported by Bro.
B., the church adjourned.

L. McCoy, Clerk.

Noru.—Will the elerks of our churclhes
please preserve the above article for refer-
ence? It gives the proper form of con-
ducting and recording business méclings.
Notice, (1.) The first thing to do in making
arecord of # meeting is to give the date, thus:
April 1, 1878, 10 A. »r.; or July 5, 1878, 2
r.a; (2.) if a vote is taken upon any gues-
tion, the clerk should state who made the
motion and who seconded it, as it is some-
times very important to know; (3.) The
clerk should always sign his name at the
close of tho record of cach meeting.

If further instruction is desired, it will
be given any time.

St )

sz

 @Obituary Jotices,

henceforth.™

“Dlessed are tho dead

N g s iy o N s o
SIS

Diep in Battle Creek, Mich., April 25, 1878, of
spinal meningitis, sister Matilda Matteson, oldest
daughter of 1ild. J. G., and Anna Matteson, aged
15 years and 6 months. About onc year ago, when
Bro. and Sr. Matteson left this country for Den-
mark, where they are now laboring as missionaries,
Matilda eame to Battle Creek, and aitended eour
school till the commencement of her sickness a lit-
tle over two weeks before hier death. She was bap-
tized, and united with the chureh, at the Lansing
camp-meeting lnst. September.  Bro. and 8r. M., in
their far-distant field of labor, arve entitled to espe-
cial sympathy and remembrance in prayer, in this
sad affliction. A large congregation assembled at
the funeral, April 26, to whom we made a few re-
marks from Ps. 90: 12 U 8.

e

Drgv of pulmonary consumption, in Upper Alton,
1L, April 11, 1878, Bro. D. B, Hunt, in the thirty-
eighth year of his age. IIe was the fivst fruit of my
public labors. 1 hope to mect him, with my Loxd,
““in the air.”” Iis wife and four children sustain
this logs. Funeral services condueted April 12, by
the writer. G. W. Corcorp.
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Battle Creek, Mich., Fifth-Day, May 9, 1878,

CAMP-MEETINGS FOR 1878.

Kawsas, Neosho Fallg,
WisoonsiN, Madison,
New Yorx, East Aurora,
Missouri, Appleton City, ‘¢
¢ Gallatin,
Minvesors, Hutchinson, ¢

Norru Paciric Conr., Salem, Oregon,
June 27 to July 2.

May. 22-27.

May 29 to June 4.
113 13 13 [13 13
30 i i i
June 6-11.
19-25.

743~ Camp-meeting notices, Conference and
T. and M. meeting notices, should be given in
feagon, and fully given, embracing all impor-
tant particulars.

The Signs Office. o

‘WE have now spent nearly four weeks in Qak-
land, We came to be present at the annual
meeting of our Publishing Association. Have
done but very little more than to seek improve-
ment of health. Bro. A. Brorsen has been giv-
ing us treatment with success. We have in this
time gained eleven pounds in weight. The
greatest difficulty at present is in hands and
feet, which are some swollen, and troubled with
heat and rheumatism, and want of muscular
strength. These difficulties we hope to have
removed by further treatment and more active
life at our Healdsburg home. We expect to
spend the summer months in Colorado, and to
attend the General Conference. a.w.

Ohio Tents.

Nrw tops have been made for two of our
tents. A sixty-foot and a fifty-foot tent are
now ready for use. We expect meetings will
begin in these tents about May 18, in the even-
ing, if the weather is favorable. The larger
tent, in charge of Brn. J. H. Waggoner and A,
M. Mann, will probably be pitched for the first
meeting at Cook’s Corners, about twelve or

. fourteen miles from Sandusky, and from thence
move to Sandusky City.

The other teut, in charge of Brn. 0. T. Guil-
ford and E. H. Gates, will be pitched for the
first meeting, probably, at Garrettsville, Portage
county, Bro. Gates is now in that section,
opening the field.

The other tent still awaitls orders for repairs.
If able, with some assisbance, 1 desire fo run
thig tent, and a favorable opening for a first
meeting seems 1o present itself in Medina
-county. Brethren, shall we have this tent re-
paired? Pledges come in slowly indeed. A
few have done nobly. Now, brethren, if you
favor the enterprise of fitting up this third tent
for a summer campaign, you may speak with
effect by coming up to our appointments with
liberal pledces for the purpose. If you have
not the opportanity of attending our meetings,
then reporc your pledge directly to the Confer-
ence treasurer, A. A. Hutchins, Clyde, San-
dusky Co., Ohio. All pledges should be paid at
the Ohio camp-meeting, and before, if possible.

‘Whether you can pledge or not, we would be
glad to receive a word of counsel or encourage-
ment from all. Missionary letters, breathing
sympathy, interest, and prayers for the progress
of the good work, are ever welcome.

H. A. Sr. Joun

Camp-meetings in Missouri.

Arrreron Crry, St. Clair Co., Mo., May 30
4o June 4, 1878.

Gallatin, Daviess Co., Mo., June 6 to 1l,
1878.

These meetings are designed to commence
promptly Thursday morning, and continue
through Monday and break up early Tuesday
morning. At each of these points there is con-
siderable interest to hear the truth among those
1ot of our faith ; and they are the most central
places for our people, being convenient for those
-coming on the cars or with teams. The former
is situated on the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas
R. R., about midway between Sedalia and
Ft. Scott. Those coming on the Missouri Pa-
-cific will change cars at Sedalia. Gallatin is on
the Chicago South-western branch of the
Chicago, Rock Island, and PacificR. R. Those
coming on the Hannibal and 8t. Joseph R. R.
change cars at Cameron,

These meetings are held after much consulta-
tion withthe brethren in the State, and are in ac-
-gordance with the Wishes of nearly all with whom
I bave consulted. Our object in holding them
ds to carry on the work already begun in the

State, advance the interest in the T. and M.
work, kindle afresh the holy fire of love and
piety, obtain a deeper hold on God, and arouse
our people to a sense of the importance of the
work of God for this time, as well as to bring
the truth before those not of our faith. Asthe
business meetings of the Conference will not be

Jheld till fall, these meetings will be wholly given

to devotional exercises and instruction, and will
therefore be of great interest to our people.

Bro. E. W, Farnsworth, President of the Iowa
Conference, will be with me. He is an able
speaker, one whose help will be greatly appre-
ciated.

We shall see that haundbills are furnished in
time to extensively advertise these meetings,
Our new 50x70 tent will be pitched at Appleton
City in segson for the meeting to commence on
time. We request Brn. D. W, Reavis, of Lin-
coln, T. A. Hoover, of Index, and Frank J.
Groy, of Nevada City, to act as a camp-meeting
committee at Appleton City, and to be on the
ground several days before the meetings to help
in preparing. The committee appointed last
fall will act at Gallatin. Books will be furn-
ished on the ground. Also provisions and feed
at reasonable prices.

These meetings are located favorably to bring
together the whole of our membership. Our
meetings last fall were a source of great en-
couragement. Since that time I have visited
nearly every little company of believers in the
State ; many of these have, by vote, réquested
these meetings and promised to attend. We
want all our- people to come. We want them
to bring their unconverted friends. Come at
the beginning. Stay till the close. Come to
seek God. Come to learn the duties of this
time, Our tents will start out immediately at
the close of these meetings. If you desire that
we should go out with courage, and with hope
for the cause in the State, make a general rally
to these meetings.

Will the leader of each church read this in
the presence of all the members, as some do not
have the paper? Geo. 1. BurLer.

Mt. Pleasant, Towm, April 25, 1878,

Wisconsin Camp-meeting.

Tais meeting will be held at Madison, Wis.,
May 29 to June 4. The ground is situated
about one mile from the capitol building, on
the east side of Fourth Lake, and on the road
from the capitol to the asylum. The place is
called ‘“ Brigg’s Grove.”

The meeting is reached from the north by the
C. and N. W, and the C., M.. and St. P. rail-
roads. Those coming by the latter will change
at Portage, and ticket to Bast Madison. Notify
the conduetor, and he will let yon off near the
ground. Those coming from the north-east on
the C. and N. W, road will change at Water-
town Junction, and take tickets to East Madi-
sont. Those coming on the old Milwaukee road
will change at Portage. Come from the east
and west on the Milwaukee and Prairie du
Chien road, and from the south on the C. and
N. W. Be sure to cail for round-trip tickets,
which will make the fare three cents per mile.

Hay, straw, and provision will be provided
on the ground, as usual.

Now, brethren, we want this meeting to ex-
cel in numbers and interest any that we have
ever held in the State. We ask the elders and
leaders of our churches to encourage and urge
the people to come. It will be at a time when
the planting and sowing will all be done ; and
no doubt this is as good a time as any in the
year for the people to leave home. You can’t
afford to lose this means of grace. The real
benefit you will get at the mesting will more
than repay you for any sacrifice of time aud
means it may cost you. If you have uncom-
verted children or friends, bring them along.
Perhaps you have neighbors who believe the
truth, but are not living it out; and if you
could get them under the influence of such a
meeting as.this, no dovubt they would have
strength to take up the cross. We want all the
tents in the State on the ground. If you can-
not come, and have a church or family tent,
ship it to Madison by freight, and we will re-
turn it, paying charges both ways. There will
be new family tents on the ground, for sale or
to rent, There will also be tent room provided
for those who do not wish o buy or rent.

We are glad to inform you that Eld. D. M.
Canright and Bro, C. W. Stone, of New Eng-
land, will attend the meeting. Brethren, let
us have a grand rally.

H. W. Drcker, Wis.
0. A OwsEN, Conf.
Ggro. C. Tewwey, ) Com.

Meeting at Blue Valley, Neb.

Tais meeting will be an important one for the
cause in Nebraska, and we are anxious to see a
general attendance of all our brethren in that
part of the State. This place is of easy access
from Seward, Stromsburg, Farmers Valley,
Saunders and Butler counties, and other places,
and we want to see all these places largely rep-
resented. We expect Bro, Boyd, and all the
other preaching brethren in the State, will be
present., The interests of the cause in Nebraska
will be largely discussed. The meeting may
continue longer than the time appointed if the
interest demands. See appointment.

Come, brethren, to the meeting, praying that
the mighty God of Jacob may help us.

E. W. FARNSWORTH.

Notice to Church Clerks in Wisconsin.

Liasr year six churches in this State were not
reported at the camp-meeting. I see no excuse
for such carelessness on the part of our clerks,
and I hope it will not be repeated this year,
‘We have blanks provided for all reports. If
you have not a supply, write to A. 5. Osborn,
Bloomington, Wis. If there is no delegate sent
from your church, send your reports to me at
Madison, by mail. H. W. DrokER.

Notice.

A. J. Cuponey, secretary of Dist. No. 12, Towa and
Nebraska T. and M. Soctety, has resigned his office, as
he intends to go with a tent this summer. Stephen
Rider, of Blue Valley, York Co., Neb., takes his place.

Wanted.

Tae P. O. address of Bddie Capman  Address, A,
B. Rust, Grand Prairie, Dallas Co., Texas,

A voune man 21 years of age wants to work on a
farm, for a Sabbath-keeper, a health reformer. Ad-
dress, Frank E. Brown, Weberville, Ingham Co., Mich,

A SABBATH-KEEPER, carpenter and joiner, wishes to
get work among Sabbath-keepers, either in Minnesota
or Wisconsin, Address, A. H. Benjamin, Tomah,
Monroe Co., Wis,

APPQINTMENTS.

“And ag ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

Kansas Conference.

Tuz third annual session of the Kansas Con-
ference of 8. D. Adventists will be leld at
Neosho Falls, Woodson Co., in connection with
the camp-meeting, May 22-27, 1878. Each
church in the Conference should see that its
delegate is elected and provided with creden-
tials signed by the clerk, and all unorganized
bodies of Sabbath-keepers should be suitably
represented. Delegates should bring reports of
the standing and condition of their respective
churches. Kawsas Coxr. Cowm.

Wisconsin State Conference.

Tae eighth annual meeting of the Wisconsin
State Conference will be held in comzection with
the camp-meeting at Madison, May 29 to June
4, for the election of officers, and to transact
other business that inay come before the meet-
ing. Every church i the Conference and
every unorganized body of believers should, if
possible, be represented at this meeting by del-
egates, and where this is not possible, a letter
stating their number, condition, and wants,
should be forwarded in season.

: Wiscowsin Conr. Com,

THE camp-meeting of the North Pacific Con-
ference of B. D. Adventists will be held at
Salem, Oregon, June 27 to July 2, 1878, The
second annual session of the N, P. Conference
will be held in connection with the camp-meeting,.

Provipuxce permitting, I will meet with the
brethren at Blue Valley, York Co., Neb., May
10, and continue meetings over the following
Sabbath and Sunday.

Hebron, Thayer Co., May 17, to continue
over the following Sabbath and Sunday.

Let there be a general attendance of all the
brethren at these meetings.

E. W. FARNSWORTH.

I wirn meet with the brethren at Roxbury,
Vt.,}May 18, 19. Iope for a general turnout
through the district. Jamaica, May 25, 26
These will be important meetings. Come.

© A, 8. HuroHiNs.

WE will meet with the church in Spring Ar-
bor, Mich.,, May 11, 12.. One object of this
meeting is to give opporbunity for baptism. In-
dividuals from neighboring churches can avail
themselves of this opportunity. Meetings will
commence Hriday evening.

M. B. MiLnEr.

Tazr vew 8. D. A church at Lakeview, Mont-
calm Co., Mich., is finished, and will be dedi-
cated May 18 and 19. Brn. Littlejohn, Fargo,
and Corliss are expected to be present. Dedi-
cation services on Sunday, the 16th, at 10:30
A. M, Brethren at Fair Plains, Howard City,
and Morley are invited to attend. Lakeview
is twenty miles north of Greenville, and twelve
miles north-east of Howard City. The stage
runs from this place to Howard City daily.

E. R. ErLEnwoon, Clerk.

I wiLL meet with the Avon (Wis.) churg
18, 19. Hope to see a general gathering
H. W. Droxj

- PN

Ohio Appointments.

CHANGES.
NEWARK, May 1

Mendon, 1L
Gilboa, 14,0
Hamler, . 18,1
Bowling Green. 25,

Brethren and sisters, turn out to these’ i
ings. The Lord willing, a minister will by
you. The scattered membership of D
church will meet at Hamler, on the j
Church clerks and s. b. treasurers are exj
to be on hand at all these meetings, with]
books of record. We must see them. §
appointments are for Sabbath and first-ds
first meeting will be at 7:30 Friday ev
Expect to see friends from Mendon g
Wert. H. A. 8.

Business Departmen

s S o e

NP .
“Not Slothful in Business.,” Rom. 15 ;10

Ero. D. M, Caxricar’s address is South Luﬁ
Mass, ;

Bro. J. P. Huxr’s post-office address is 42
Madison St., Chicago, Iil. :

Tau address of Eld, 8. S. Mooney is now

Mags,
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AN ADVENT HYNMN,

are voyagers on an ocean, and our destiny we
know,

rour chart it has pointed out the way ;

our leaders they are cheering us, as o’er the
waves we go,

ying, Courage, sailors, soon we’ll gain the day.

fionUs. —

we'll watch and we’ll pray, as our vessel
bears away,

d we ne’er will be disheartened any more;

n the port is getting uearer, and I hear the 1ead~

ers say,

We soou shall reach the haibor and the shove.

ough strong the winds are blowing,

3 the billows roll,

will only make us swh for land the more.

il our rest will be the sweeler, when we reach
the heavenly goal,

d shout our voyage over on the shore.

and high

i have passed the coast of Babylon snd Me-
3} do-Persian line,

We have left the coast of Grecia far behind ;

tve been sailing down the Reman ghore for
eighteen hundred years,

And our chart declares the port we soon shall
find.

f

ough dark clouds now gather o’er us, and dan-
gers all around,
i Our noble bark is beaving us away ;
MR cheer up, noble sajlors, for soon the trump will
gound,
And bring us safe to anchor in the bay.
~Selected,

s

HINTS T0O TRACT SOCIETIES.

@ Tur éract and missionary societies are no
Winger an experiment. The problem has been
or&ed out with & successful result. Through
loir instrumentality, thousands of souls have
Ween warned of the coming Judgment, and
indreds have been led to em’brace the truth.
leve is no portion of this country where the
Wict of tract and misdionary labor is not
@ and felt.  The news from every civil-
@ed nation on the globe bears testimony to
o utility of the missionary efforts of Seventh-
by Adventists ; and yet it is true that we
@ nob doing to-day one-twentieth of what
hight be done, or even one-twentioth of what
o ought to dr».
B If o tract soclety loses ity interest, the
@it is not in the system, but in its mem-
Wos, or move frequently with its officers.
3 he officers should be Lve men and women.
fom the president down to the librarian
ey should understand their duby, and seek
faithfully perform the same. If this is
e, you will have a prosperous fract soci-
: . If this i neglected, there will be dis-
@uagement and confugion.  If members fail
geb their business done promptly, they lose
fidence, and conclude the whole systerm is
R hilure.  The failure is with your officers,
hovided the bosiness is handed to them cor-

Octly.

.

INDEBTEDNESS.

F The present indebtedness of the tract socl-
s 18 nearly thirteen thousand dollars,
is is all wrong, and altogether unnecessary.
i arises from various causes. 1. Tn many
istricts there are tracts and pamphlets lying
le, which are not called for in those dis-
hiets, while they are out of some of the pub-
Fmtions most needed, and cannot supply the

Bembers with them., 2. Past pledges ave
‘fpaid, and many of the brethren and -sis-
s lack interest in the payment of the one-
fiird. - 3. There js a lack of promptness on
L e part of officers in looking after the inter-
ats of the Publishing ASSOCJ.atlon a8 con-
Foted with the interests of the tract societies.
" The tract societies, ingtead of being in debt
dirteen thousand dollars, should be that
gpuch ahead ; and the means should be in-
Muted in publications to be kept abt gen-
ofal depositories in the various Conferences.
This would relieve the Ofﬂce, go that it

fuld help forward the work in its different
; panches, where now it is greatly crippled.

Every Conference tract society should im-
ediabely take steps to secure a fund suffi-
Mently arge to purchase a supply of publica-
» ong, to accommodate its members, and sell
p its ministers. Sofhe Conferences com-
enced this work last fall, and ave making
a success. This fund, when once raiged,

would be kept good by the payment of the
one-third, Such a fund could not be raised
at once, but it might be in two years; aund
the Association will gladly do all it can to

assist the tract societies in this matter. We
thersfove guggest the following plan : Iet

pledges be made to a sufficient armount to
cover all indebtedness, and secure a fund for
such a depository of publications as is needed,
payable in 1878 and 1879. The Association
will furnish publicatioas on credit to the
truct societies during 1878 tu the amount of
books and tracts on hand at the general de-
pository in each Conference. The tract soci-
eties should not expect the Association to
waibt for its pay for publications sent to the
districts, as they have gone out for distribu-
tion. Then, commencing in 1879, all bills
should be promptly settled sach quarter.

In each society, an invoice of those public-
ations on bhand at the general depository
should always be taken quarterly, that its
indebtedness exceeding the publications may
be known. Those tract societies where the
present indebtedness exceeds the amount of
publications on hand, should obtain the mon-
ey, and forward immediately to the Office.
There ave those in each Conference who could
Inan their tract societies ons hundred, two
hundred, or even five hundred dollars, with-
out interest, till suclh times as these pledges
could be paid.

The time of the spring camp-meetings is
rapidly approaching, and at these meotings
there will be a general attendance of the
tract officers ; and each Conference should
then decide the amonnt that should be raised
in the same, for this purpose, and apportion
it to the districts, assigning o esch a sum
that would be just and equal, congidering its
ability, membership, ete. Those sc cletleq
that can do fagter than this, will confer a fa-
vor that will be highly appreciated by thus
doing, as the Office is in immediate want of
funds. While a special effort will be required
to bring about thig importans change in the
finunces of the tract societies, none should be
deprived of a liberal supply of publications.
Our object should be to bring up all branches
of the work, so thal, equaiity and eﬁiciency
wmay exist in every deparbraent.

At these meetings, those libvarians having
on hand tracts and pawphless thal are not,
needed in their districts can exchange them
for such publications as ave wanted,

8, N, HaskELL,

KEEP THE OBIECT IN VIEW.

Trrrn are about five thousand copies of
Tre Sioxs oF 1w Tmes taken in clubs by
the members of the vavious tract societies.
These, with a large number of Swexs, REr-
VIEWS, etc., taken by our brethren who are
regular subscribers, hut who after veading
devote their papers to missionary purposes,
make more than this number of periodicals
that are being sent out every week to indi-
viduals, thus calling their attention to pres-
ent truth. This amount of reading matter in
tract form would be about three hundred and
sixty thousand pages per week. The sales to
the tract societies, of tracts alone, at the RE-
view Office, show that not less than one hun-
dred and thirty-five thousand pages of tracts
must be distributed weekly by the tract soci-
eties, making an aggregate distribufion of
about five hundred  thousand pages every
week., In this estimate, no allowance is
made for the bound books and pamphlets
which are loaned.

Thus it will be seen that what is being
done by the tract societies is no small work ;
algo that it must be attended with considera-
ble labor and expense, although these are so
widely distributed that no one is burdened.
Perhaps the most important result of this
distribution is the effect it ig having on the
public sentiment n removing prejudice, and
forming impressions and convictions in the
minds of thousands, which circumstances will
hereafter deepen and develop. There is
power in the truth, and it is impossible for
it to be thus disseminated among the people
without having an effect. 1t is like seed
that is sown in the ground, or like leaven

that ig hid in a measure of meal; it will de-
velop itself in due time.

In the past, those movements which have
been most lasting and effoctive have com-
menced in a guiet, unpretending manney, b
was thus with the mission of Christ. At the
time of the crucifixion there was apparently
but little fruit of his ministry to be seen, and
doubtless many pronounced ib a failure ; but
the foundation of the Chrigtian church had
been laid, avd precious seeds of trath, which
afterward bore a bountiful harvest, had been
sown. Thus wo bolieve it will be in these
last days. The work will finally be ““cut short
in righteousness, because a short work will
the Liord make in the earth.” The Spirit of
CGod is going forth with these silent messen-
gers; 1t is in his providence that they have
been prepared, and that existing circumstan-
ces are favorable to ibeir distribution. Let
none become discouraged or slacken their
efforts, These golden moments are rapidly
passing, bringing irreparable loss to those
who do uot improve the opportunities for
doing good that are presented to thent

With some there will be danger of losing
sight of the object of the distribution of the
S1ens, and thus wuch that might be accom-
plished will be lost. When an intorested
reader is found, the work is but just con-
menced. A friendly correspondence should

be contiuned with the individual, and he’

should be mwade to feel that he has veal
friends in those who have sent him the pa-
pers. It cannot be expected that individuals
will accept of unpopular truth from simply
reading three or four numbers of the Sians;

 but if a sufficient iuterest is awakened to

prompt them to reply, an effort should be
made to inerease this intevest, and perhaps
they may fiually become sufficiently interested
to subscribe for the paper. Those who are
most successful in obtalning subscribevs arve
those who longest continne their efforts with
individuals. As long as there is evidence
that there is an interest to read, the case
should not be given up, nor even if the indi-
vidual subgeribes for the paper. Our oljoct
18 to bring people to a saving knowledge of
the truth, that they may escape what iz com-
ing on the earth, and receive the gift of eter-
nal life. Hence our work is never done un-
til this iy accomplisbed. We are our broth-
er's keeper. We shall be held responsibie for
the work we are called 1o perform, and where
much is given much will be required. Freely
we have recejved, freely we must bestow upon
others, if we w ould be blameless.
Magra L. Huwroey,

s
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CLUBBING THXY “8IGNS.”

THE old plan of gathering up names and
having periodicals sent to individuals directly
from the Office, without first learning whether
those to whom they wecc sent wouald be in-

terested or not, has serions objections. 1.

There is a law forbidding publishers to send
out printed raatter at publishers’ rates of
postage to any who are not regular subscrib-
ers. 2. Many to whom the paper would be
gent are niot interegbed, and never would be-
come o0 ; and a year's subscription would be
lost. 3. Two or three copies are Hable to be
sent to the same individual by different tract
workers, 4. The individual simply pays his
money, and has no further care or responsi-
bility in the matter, and no burden of labor.

The present plan has advantages over the
old method in all the above particulars. Tt
educates people to labor in the cause of God.
1. It lays upon each person a weekly respon-
sibility which cannot be properly discharged
without thinking, and planning, and much
prayer. 2. It calls into exercise talent which
would otherwise be useless in the cause of
God. 3. It prevents any of the copies of the
Sians being left over in families, because they
cannot find interested readers. 4. It brings
into the church a good moral atmosphele
5. By this method, at leagt ten families will
be vigited by the SIGNS, where, by the old
method, only one family would be thus ben-
efited.

The plan usually adopted in getting up a
club of the SieNs, and ascertaining who will

| slopary work.”

be responsible for the payment of the papers,
is something like this: A paper is drawn up,
as follows : “ We, the undersigned, do hereby
agree to pay mounthly the sum set to our
names, for several copies of T SIGNS OF THE
Tives, to be sent to this church for one year,
these, papers to be used in the tract and mis-
The amount pledged will
show how wany coples of the SiaNs can be
taken by the church. One dollur a month
will pay for eight copies; fifty cents a month,
for fonr copies ; twenty- five cents a monbh
for two copics, ete.

The Vigilant Missionary Society is an ar-
rangement entered into by certain individu-
als in the church, usually sisters in small
churches, though all are invited to join. The

members of ths society meet weekly, and
take the respongibility of seeing thab all the
copies of the 816xNs that core 1o that church,
and ave not used by those paying for them,
are used for the purposes designed. They
should see that the poor in the church are not
neglected, and should prepare clothing, ete.,
where needed. They should also see that
each family in the church hag the ReviEw
and the Rerormur. All such labor that can-
not be properly carried out should be laid
before the proper officers in the church,

Such an arganization as this can be effect-
ual only in churches where those forming it
can meet weekly, at some stated time, bo con-
fer togetber and transact such business as
pertains to their work. Where churches are
scattered, and cannot consistently hold weekly
reptings, a committee of from one to three
persons should be appointed to take charge
of those copies of the Stuns which ave not
nuged by the persons paying for thew: In
this case, the Sicws should be sent to one of
the members of the cominitiee, or to the
president or secretary of the vigilant society.

In organizing a vigilant missionary society,
the necessary n(hcus are a president, secre-
tary, and treasurer. A vice-president, as-
sistant secretaries, and corresponding agents
can be added when circomstances render
these officers necessary.  The meetings of the
sociely are opened with singing smd prayer,
followed by the reading of the report of the
preceding mcebing ; ther any business per-
taining to the interests of the society is in
order. Addvesses of individuals to whom the
SiaNs may be senb can be handed in, cases of
need can be brought up, those not taking our
periodicals may be looked after, and letters
which have been received during the previous .
week may be read. Finally, the Siens are
divided among the members present, and the
meeting oloses with a season of prayer for
special cases which may kave come before the
society.

During the week, the Srons divided among
the members of the society ave to be sent
out, After sending a paper for three success-
ive weeks to the same individual, a letter
should be written. If no response is made,
cease sending him the paper, and try others.
Some might “be interested by continuing the
paper, but the probabilities ave that they
woald not be; and as the world is full of
people who have not heard the truth, it is
better to give others an opportunity to inves-
tigate than to countinue to send papers to
those who make no response.

I bave been requested to answer the follow-
ing questions —

1. “How can addresses be obtained "

Ans. From friends ; from periodicals of all
kinds; {rom corresponding agents. A suc-
cesstul method with some has been to corre-
spond with individnals, stating that they were
interested in a missionary work, and wished
to send out religious reading matter, and then
agking these persons to send them names and
addresses. Addresses may be gecured by ev-
ery lawful means. ‘

2. “Should the brethren join the vigilant
society 1" :

Axs, All ave invited to join.

3. “Does money paid to the vigilant soci-
ety constitute one a member of the tract soci-
ety ?”

AxNs. It does not.

4. “Ts it necessary for every member of
the V. M. society to join the tract society 1”

Axs. They should do so.
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5. ‘““Must members of the vigilant society
individually report to the tract society, if they
are members of that society ?”

Ans. Yes; just the same as though there was
no vigilant society. Then the vigilant society
report will show what proportion of the work
reported by the district secretary was done by
members of the vigilant society.

6. ¢“‘Should the secretary be required to wrap
all the papers, write all the letters, and perform
all'the general labor of the society ?”

Ans. No: this work should be divided among
the meémbers present at the meetings of the so-
ciety.

7. ““How shall the postage be paid ?”’

Awns, Each individual should pay on the pa-
pers for which he subscribes ; the rest should be

paid by denations.
S. N. HASELL.
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MICHIGAN T. AND M. SOCIETY.

Accorping to appointment, this society held
ity State quarterly meeting at Battle Creek,
April 21, Prayer by Eld. D. H. Lamson.

" Report of the previous quarter read and ap-
proved. A summary of work done during the
past quarter is as follows =

Families visited, 1991.

Letters written, 1,929.

New members, 60.

New subscribers, 203.

Periodicals distributed, 17,696.

Annuals, ¢ 6,977.

Pages tracts and pamphlets digtributed, 395,-
596.

Received for membership, $ 60.00.

€ by donations, 408.52,

€ from book sales, 91.14.

“ “ new subscribers, 144.96.

Total $704.62.

Debt at commencement of quar-

ter, $1,393.32
Expenses during quarter, 1,533.80
Received ¢ ¢« 1,583.62
Still due Review Office, 1,343 50
Due Swans Office, 453.66

Total debt, $1,797.16

W. C. White cemarked that the report for the
last quarter shows two sad features,—lack of
means, and few new subscribers to our period-
icals. Not stopping to lament time already lost,
he urged that the work of canvassing be con-
tinued during the summer, Although the fime
of year may be unfavorable for some, others
may be more successful,

Eld. D. M. Canright spoke briefly, encourag-
ing canvassers to pursue their work, and urging
others who have had no experience in this
branch of the work to join in it, confident that
those young persons who wish useful employ-
ment might, with a little instruction upon the
subject, do much good in this manner.

In order to know the true financial standing
of each distriet, it was vegarded very important
that each district report the number and value
of books on hand at the close of each quarter.

Eld. M., B. Miller, Eld. Canright, and others
spoke of the necessity that T. and M. and
church officers should keep the new books prop-
erly. It was therefore

Moved, by W. C. White, That Eld. Canright
be invited to spend the following day in giving
instruction upon the subject. Carried.

The importance of having all directors attend
the State quarterly meetings, also of having all
librarians attend the district quarterly meet-
ings, was considered, and the obligation they
are under to do so was made prominent. As
geveral of the districts are quite large, the dif-
ficulty of attending these meetings was offered
as an exeuse for not doing so. It was there-
fore

Moved, by W. C. White, That a committee
be appointed to consider the plan of redistrict-
ing the State. Carried.

Wm. Ostrander, F. Howe, I. A. Olmstead,
D. H. Lamson, and M. B. Miller were ap-
pointed this committee.

Moved, That a commitiee of three be ap-
pointed to consider the plan of raising means to
pay the debt of the State.

W, Ostrander, D. . Lamson, and Alex
Carpanter wero chosen as this commitioe.

Adjourned to 4:30 v, M.

SECOND SESSION.

Prgyer by fld. . R. Jones.

The commitiee appointed to consider the
mattor of redistricting the State reported that
they thought it not advisable at the present
time to divide the districts, bub that it may be
done at zome fuiuve bmw, perhaps at the an-
nual meeting.

It was voted that the report be accepted, and
the committee continued to the next meeting.

The committee on raising fuuds to pay the
State indebtedness reported the following —
Hesolved, That each district pay its indebted-
ness above the amount of books now on hand ;
and that we further recommend that the T. and
M. society raise $2,000 for T. and M. purposes,
to be apportioned according o the number of
wembers in each district, one-half to be paid in
1878, the remainder in 1879,
Adjourned to call of chair.
J. Fareo, Pres.
Mrs. 8. H. Lans, Sec. .
i U

NEW ENGLAND T. AND M. SOCIETY,

REPORT OF T.ABOR.
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WISCONSIN ¥. AND M. SOCIETY.

REPORT OF LABOR.
Tre following is the report of the Wisconsin
T. and M. Society for the quarter ending April
1, 1878:—
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ILLINOIS T. AND M. 8OCIETY.

Tur State quarterly meeting of this society,
for the quarter ending March 31, 1878, was held
at the 8. D. Adveniist house of worship in
Princeville, April 21, 1878. First session at 9
A, M. Prayer by tho president. The State
secretary being absens, sister J. E. Mottt was
chosen clerk of the meeting. The report of the
last meeting was read and, with one amend-
ment, acceopbed.

As o partial manifest of what has been done
since ovr last quarterly weeling, the clerk read
the following reporb of Iabor :—

No. of members, 305,

6 ¢ yeports, 158.
¢ donors, 53.
Fawilies vigited, 820,
Letters weitten, 873.
New sunbscribers, 32,
Periodicals distributed, 2,552.

(13

Pages of tracts and pamphlets distributed,
216,370.
Annuals distributed, 1,964,

Widow and orphan fund, § 11.60.
Donations, 95.69.
Book sales, 46.15.
Membership fees, 14.75,

Total, _5‘5].28.19.

FINANCIAL STANDING.

District debts, $530.43.

State debt, 755.40.

Voted, That each board of district officers be
requested to take immediate steps to liquidate
the several district debss; and that each dis-
trict be invited to pay a proportion of the com-
mon State debt, according to the appertionment
of the president.

Voted, Tc adjourn.

SECOND SESSION.

Meeting was called at 2 p. M.
Eld. B. ¥. Mervitt.

Voted, That it iz the mind of this meebing
that the work alveady performed to raise a trach
fond of #1,200 should be pushed forward $o a
successful close.

Prayer by

The interests of the fent campaign were dis-
cussed ; but finally loft 10 the care of the Con-
ference Committee.

Voted, That the Illinois camp-meebing be held
at Bloomington the last week in August or the
first in September, according to the decision of
the General Conference,

On account of i1l health, sister ¥, M. T. Simon-
son was compelled to tender to the society her
resignation as secretary and treasurer.

Voted, That sister Lizzie Campbel!, of Belvi-
dere, Boone Co., ach as State secretary and
treasurer till our next annual meeting.

Three united with the society.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

G. W. Corncorp, Pres.

J. E. Morr, Sec.
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INDIANA T. AND M. SOCIETY.

Tur State quarterly meeting of this society
was held at Bochester, first-day, April 21, 1878.
Dists. 1 and 2 were well represented.

The report of the quarter just cloged is as
follows :—
Number of members, 117
‘¢ of reports, 100
“  of donors, 36
Families visited, 127
Letters written, 168
New subscribers, 156
Periodicaly distributed, 2,248
Pages of tracts and pamphlets distributed,
97,143
Annualg digtributed, 440
Donations, $ 32.99
Received on book sales, 13.40
“  on membership, 3.00
‘¢ of new subscribers, 104.50
Total, $142.99.
Number of Srens clubs, 12
€ ¢ in clubs, 107

It was decided to supply the Union depot at
Indianapolis with tracts direct from the State
libracy.

Where the churches of districts are not too
much scastered, we have organized V. M.
societies, and thug far they have proved a great
success. Omne officer says in his report, ‘“We
are still doing what we can in our V, M. society.
New ones are coming in.,”” There seems to be a
growing interest among our tract workers.

8. H. Lang, Pres.

E. A. Wwgsum, Sec. Pro tem,

IOWA AND NEBRASKA T. AND M.
SOCIETY.

Tuis society meb at Sigourney, Towa, April
19, 1878. From this time until the Monday
morning following, meetings were held both day
and evening, with agoodinterest. On Monday,
nineteen were received into the church by bap-
bism,

At 9 A, v Sunday, the tract society met,
with no officers present oxcept the secrefary.

No business was done except the reading of
the report of labor, which was as follows —

No. of members, 276.

Reports returned, 183,

Families vigited, 867,

Letters written, 396,

Subscribers with premiurs, 119,

Subsecribers on trial, 69.

Periodicals distributed, 4,350.

Annuals ¢

Books furnished to ]1be1M 32

Pages of iracts and pamphlets distribuled,
280,340.

Total amount of money received from districts,
$310.21.

K. W. Farwsworra, Pres. pro fem.

C. G. Jouwnsron, Sec,

KANSAS T. AND M. SOCIETY.

]

Reronrr of the labor performed by the K
sas T, and M. society during the first quarter
1878, ending March 31 :—
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FINANCEAL STATEMENT, MARCH 31, 1878,
Dr.
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“ ¢ Individnals........... 190 GO -
e $1098

Those owing the society should come to o
annual meetingat Neosho Falls, May 22 -27, pi
pared to pay the debt. The publishing houd
need their monocy : it is a just debt and shoy
be paid. Then we need nore books, and Mg
have them, or the T. and M. cause will suffi
Where are the men who will come to our anny
meeting, aud make a covenant with the Lord}
sacrifice? The Lord blessed us with bountiig
crops the past year. Let us act as though
appreciated the blessing. J. N. Avsrs}

MAINE T. AND M. SOCIETY.

Tue State quarterly meeting of this socid
was held with the Norridgewock church, Apj
21, 1878, at 9 A. M. The attendance was goof
President in the chair. The minutes of i
previous meeting were read and accepted. :

There are six districts in this State, and
ports from. four of these reached us before i
meeting. The other two have since been j
ceived. ;

A summary of the labor performed durij
the quarter was as follows :— :

Numb(,r of reports returned, 95
“ new members, 12
“ ¢ families visited, 821

¢ “ letters written, 748
g e recewed 165
¢ ‘¢ new &ubscmbers obtained
periodicals, 88
Nmnber of periodicals distrib’t’d, 8,101 |
¢ Annuals ‘¢ 633 §
“ ¢ pages of tracts and pamphlig
distributed, 62,444 &
Received for membership and donationfy
$88.04 o
“ on book sales, 53.11

¢ ¢ periodicals,  34.50¢"
Total receipts, $175.65
The labor performed by the Maine Vigi
Missionary societies, acting in connection wi

districts 1 and 3, was as follows -—

Number of periodicals distrib., 1,607

“« ¢ pages of tracts and pamphls
distribated, 10,910
Nuamber of letters written, 412
‘¢ €@ € regeived, 165
¢ ¢ faxmilies visited, 111

The correspondenco that has been carried
by members of this socieby hae developed so
very intecosbing cases, some of which have pr
viously been cepor ted in the Review. Also
the resull of this kind of labor in Dist. No.
one farmily consisting of five persons are now
keeping the Sabbath and rejoicing in the truthy
‘We mention this for the encouragement ofi%

others.
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© The subject of the camp-meeting for the pres-
ot yoar wag introduced. After remarks by sev-
fual of the brethren in regard to raising means
o defray the expenses, it was voted to let the
amp-meeting committee estimate the amount
o be raised ; after which the president of the
 (onference could appoint one in each church to
Fullect the amount that he thinks that church
Eshould raise.

The subject of buying a new forty-foot tent
% next discussed, After remarks by the
 hrethren, it was voted to buy a tent and to
bnise the funds in the same way as the camp-
Lnoeting fund.

E The meeting scemed to be interesting to a
Hhrger nuinber than usual.

Adjourned to call of chair.

J. B. GoopricH, Pres.

R. J. Goovnrich, Sec.

OHIO T. AND M. SOCIETY.

Tug third quarterly meeting for the present
ar of the Ohio T. and M. Society,
s held at Clyde, April 21, 1878, accord-
g to appointment in Review, The society
8 called to order by the president, who, being
very feeble health, invited Bro. O, F. Guil-
d to the chair. The meebing was opened by
ging and prayer.

The report of the last quarter was read and
proved. A tabular statement of the work
formed by the society during the quarter
# closed was read, showing the following i—

No. of members, . 260
e reports, 117
‘et donors, 89
Families visited, 502
Letters written, 166
New members, 5
“ gubscribers, 119
Periodicals disiributed, 857
Annmals distributed, 512

Pages of tracts and pamphlets distributed,
18,671

Received for membership, $  5.00.
“ by donation, 139.94.
« from book sales, 20.49.

¢ * new subscribers, 59,98,

Total, $225.47,
. PINANOIAL STANDING.
§ Indebtedness ab the commence-
| ment of ihe gquarter, $233.26
. Expenses during the quarter, 113.54
. Received  ¢f “ 225,41
; Indebtedness at close of quarter, $121.32

L Adjourned, sine die.
H. A. Sr. Jonx, Pres.

A A. Hurcriws, See.
: A
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MISSOURI T. AND M. SOCIETY.

REPORT OI' LABOR.
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FINANCIAL STANDING.

) g
E CR.
Fhue S1oms Office wevvversmcavasonns $544 20
Flue REVIEW AND HERALD..ccovnna... 506 70
: $ 1050 90
1 DR.
FBooks Tracts, ete., on hand......... 5214 45
Flash as per reportuc.ciis veerneanins 206 21
% 420 66
 Actual 1ndebtednoss . .oerreeresencessn $ 630 24

D. C. Hunrer,
Acting Sec’y.
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TEXAS T. AND M. S0CIETY.

Tue general cuar terly meeting of the Texas
T, and M. society was held April 20 and 21,
11878, at Dallas, with a fair representation of
brethren and sisters. As Eld. R. M. Kilgove
was presen$, our Sabbath® meetings were deeply
Interesting and impressive. One man aund his
vife took their stand fully with us.

After prayer by the director, who occupied
the chair, the secretary’s report was read and
accepted.

Five united with the Dallas T. and M. So-
cieby. Reports were read from the Dallas
and Cleburne societies.

Some discussion was had in regard to getting
up a nicely framed *‘ Birds-eye View of Proph-
ecy,” with pockets for tracts, to hang in the Un-
ion depot at Dallas. Referred to a committee,
with instructions to prepare one.

The subject of Sabbath-school work and libra-
ries was freely discussed, and a subscription
taken up for a library for the Dallas Sabbath-
school.

REPORT OF LABOR.

No. of members,
Reports sent out, 50

Reports returned, 38
No of donors, 30.

No. of subscribers with premium :—
Huarras REFORMER, 7
Yourw’s INSTRUCTOR, 22
Sio¥s or THE T1aiRs, 6
New subscribers sent on trial :—

Stans or s Trvus, 4
Review, 1
INsTRUCTOR, 1
Periodicals given away, 286
Almanacs distributed, 82
Tracts distribubed, pages, 36,426

Tracts and Pamph ats loaned, 2,485 pages.

Cash rec’d for new members, $1O 00.
On douations, 26.60.
Book sales, 3.65.
For new subscribers, 29.65.
Total, $74.90.
Adjourned. J. C. Coig, Director.

E. G. Rust, Sec.

PR
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CALIFORNIA STATE QUARTERLY
MEETING.

Tur third California State quarterly meeting
for this year convened at Oakland, according to
appointment, April 21, 1878.  Of the eight dis-
tricts, four were vepresented by directors. Af-
ter the usual opening exercises and the reading
of the minutes of the previous meeting, which
were approved, the secretary’s report was called
for and read, showing the following results :—

N umber of members, 385
¢ peports returned, 217

¢ “ families visited, 284

“ ‘¢ letters written, 250

“ “‘ ghips visited, 23

“ “ new subscribers obtained for the

Sioxs oF THE TIMEs, 104
For periodicals published at Battle Creek,
Mich., 155
Number of Sraws distributed, 4,450
¢ other periodicals dlstr 882
“ “ Annuals distributed, 11 700
“ ““ pages of tracts and pa,mphlets
given away, 96,637
Number of pages loaned, 38,767
Making the whole number of pages loaned
and given away, 135,404
Money received from book sales, $89.65

For widows and orphans, 4.60
““ pew members, 10.00
By donations, 270.25
Total, $374.50

In view of the good work being accomplished
by the Oakland Vigilant, Missionary Society, it
was voted that the directors urge the organiza-
tion of V. M. societies in the various churches
in the State.

It was also voted, that the Oakland V. M
Society be requested to take 50 copies more of
the Stens, making 2 club of 150 instead of 100 ;
and that the 50 eopies be paid for from the T.
and M. one-third.

Tt was recoramended that the V. M. Society
of Oakland take, in addition to the number
given the society by individuals, 10 copies of
the French paper, Lus Sienms pus Teups. A
donation of $7.50 was made the society to meet
the expense.

It was also voted, to have 1000 copies of the
next issue of the Supplement published at Bat-
tle Creelk, devoted to bhe missionary work, for-
warded to THe Sions or THE TIMES a8 soon as
issued.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

J. N. LoveuBoroucH, Pres.

Mas A, M, LoveuBoroUGH, Sec.

A SUMMARY, N
Ix the following summary of tract and mis-
sionary labovr performed during the past quarter,
by the tract sociz . dacidod improvement on
that }resemed for the preceding quarter will be
noticed in the matter of reporting, both on the
part of socleties sud members. Al who are in-
terested in this branch of the work can but hope
that this change for the betber will bscome more
gnd moree agparent, until o summary is presented
in which not only every society, but evory dis-
trict in this couolry is veprosented. Sucha rep-
resentation of the missionary family would in-
deed be cheering, and could but increase the in-

terest of all in the work. Some societies have
favored us with & report in advance of their
quarterly meetings, which, for good reasons,
have been delayed. Another encouraging fea-
ture is the addition of new members, which has
been made to nearly every society.
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In connection with this statement, which does
not include more than two-thirds the labor that
has been performed in the time represented, it
may be well to glance at the progress made by
the cause of present truth during this time,
which is largely atiributable to the labor of
the ftract societies. Formerly the advance-
ment made in so short a time was scarcely
discernible, but it is not thus now, and never
will be again in the history of this work. In
this country there lias been a steady, uniform
advancement; the truth has been widening,
deepening, extending its borders throughout
the wide field, requiriag broader plans, and
more ample facilities in its varicus departments.
Scores of individuals have erbraced the truth
in every direction, and it is impossible to give a
correct and definite staternent in regard to it.

In Europe the progress has been more marked.
Judging from what we know, the efficiency of our
missions has doubled within this time. Publi-
cations in three different languages are now is-
sued from Bale, where they are printed by our
people. Men have been raised up to aid in pre-
genting the truth un#il in at least five different
countries the living preacher may be found pro-
claiming the third angel’s message, besides others
who are preaching the Sabbath and other truths
as far as they understand them. I[n Egypt, dif-
ferent pavts of Ttaly, and other countries, per-
sons of influence have embraced the truth as the
result of reading matter, particularly Lus Sioxzs
prs TeEMrs, that has been sent to them. Thus the
work is moving on and greater developments
may be expected in the next three months than
we have seen during that time in the pass.
These things are sure indications that the great
day of the Lord is hasting greatly.

Tract and missionary workers, our time for
labor is rapidly passing. Hach year, each quar-
ter, each month, as it passes, is bringing us so
much nearer the time when the destinies of all
will be sealed. The faithful servant, who is
improving with carve the talents committed to
his trust, can exclaim with John, Rev. 22:20 as he
sees evidences of the near approach of the Just
One, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” In com-
parison with the future, these are the days of
his toil, sadness, and weariness, that are pass-
ing, which will soon give place to the bright and
glorious worning of immortality. But, if it be
days of unimproved opportunities, neglectod
privileges, days wasted in seeking worldly ob-
jects from selfish motives, that are punssing,
what a work is being wronghhb for repestance !
To each of us, in-this respect, they are what we
make them. Let us be wise, and improve the
present in beiug farhful over the few ihings
comuitbed to our cave, that finally we may ze-
ceive the approval of our Loxd.

MagrIA L. HuNTLEY,
Sec Gen. S. D, A, Pract Society.
R U
WHAT WE WOULD LIKD TO SERE,

Ong thing I woald like bo see, and wy icind
has been exorcised wpon this subject for sonoo
time, Oubiforni
as in all of our State Confurences, & goo
her of our people dolng what a few are doing
with their maans. Some are so shaping their

aw well
¥ R~

I would like to voe, in

worldly aflairs ag to have a considerable part of
their property in ready cash, 80 that when calls
for means are made on short notice, they can
step in to fill the gap, loaning their means until
others can come in with theiv donations to sup-
ply the lagk. ‘

If a few of our brethren and sisters had their
means in that shape, and could invest in various
enterprises at short notice, either at a small in-
terest or without interest, it would be a great
help, aud our cause could move on, in its mighty
workings, financially unembarrassed.

Bro. White, as we all know, has for years
gtood thus, ever ready to shift his means from
place to place, that the canse might go on freely.
About four years agv, my iind was especially
exercised in vegard to this matter. T felbit a
pleasure to sell my pleasaut howe in California,
and since that time 1 have, fov the most part,
kept that means invested either in tents, weet-
ing-houses, the Sraws Office, or other enterprises
connected with the cause. Some of this money
has drawn a small interest, but mnch of it has
been and is now thus invested without interest.
1 esteem it a privilege to be able thus to help a
little in this cause.

The work of truth is increasing in its practical
operations ; more men and women are nceded
o come forward with their means and place it
in the gap, us Bro. While has been doing all the
way along. May the Lord move on hearts to
be ready to donate of their means according to
their abilily, and fitl the gaps by loaning thewr
raeans as above suggested,; that all the machin-
ery of this glorious work may move in beautiful
harmony.

We are without doubt in the time whon the
great day of the Lord is upon ns. The little
flock is being gathered to whom it will be said :
“It is yonr Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom.” We are addressed in these solemn
words 1 ‘“8ell that ye have, and give alms ; pro-
vide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treas-
uve in the heaveny thab faileth not.” Luke 12:
33. What greater evidence can we give to the
world of our confidence in the truth, and faith
in the Lord’s coming, than to use our means so
that it will tell in advancing, unembarassed, this
glorious truth ? Worldly schemes are failing ;
confidence in men is weakening ; banks are
breaking ; but he who invests in the cause of
present truth is investing in that which is nod
fike a worldly scheme, but has, as its security,
the suceess and permancnce of the cause of God.

Some of our pecple, in times past, have been
urged to thus invest their means in this cause.
Instead of so doing, they have chosen to invest
in doubtfal enterprises. They have not only
brought upon themselves wuch perplexity and

care, but there is a prospsct that they may lose

interest and principal in these worldly schemes.

Let us take warning, and not waste our Lord’s

goods, bub invest where his nawe and cause

may be glorified, and souls may be brought to

his truth. May we move humbly in the fear of
God, seeking in all things to glorify him.,

J. N. LoveHBOROUGH.
e
AN AFPPEAL FOR OUR FRENCH
PAPER.

68 MilLLrrwee, B Are, Suisse, Marcn, 1878,
To the Secretary of the V. M. Society at Battle

Creek, Mich,

We send you a package of onr ¥rench paper
ag specimens, and ask yowr co-operation in its
circulation among the French people- The pa-
per is intended to be a pioneer, being free from
anything liable to prejudice a candid investiga-
tor, and we bélieve it will give general satisfac-
tion.

We are 50 far away from the theater of action
that we are nob remembered as other periodicals
of our denomination are; but we greatly feel
the need of your sympathy and help. At pres-
eut we have but few paying subscribers, and it is
our degire to make the paper self-sustaining as
soon as possible. By the aid of our friends in
America, and whab can be done heve, with the
biessiog of God, we trust this object can be
accomplished. But this is not the chief ob-
ject desired. The greater the circulation, the
greater will bo the good doune. Time is
shors, and what is done must be done quickly.
We are in a world of wickedness, and have to
battle againsh odds; and the uniled efforts of
all our peoplo arve needed i the spread of the
massage In all Janguages. Many of the Freneh
people in Awmerica ave Protestants ; and if such
can be favorably impressed, they will send the
paper to bheir friends in Trunce, and by this
means waiy 1aay be veached. We hope to see
mneh accomplished among the Freoch. The
5 Im [;m, Siowns pus TeMmpes,
, bud it will be fur
wished o the 0 *md L’n, Somwtun fox 76 cents
for clabs or for new subseribers, The business
can be doue through the Ruvinw OGffice.

We have b Tibile to report, only that a foun-
dation is being laid for a greal work which will




4

REVIEW AND HERALD.—SUPPLEMENT.

THE

be accomplished in God’s appointed time. We
have the composing of our paper and tracts in
our own bhands, and trust the time i3 not far dis-
tant when the sound of a press will be heard
daily, printing the warning message fo this gen-
eration. Dr. Ribton is rapping, as it were, at
the gates of Rome, that the message may gain
an entrance at the very seat of the beast. Sure-
ly we have reason to take courage, and go for-
ward, I trust we may all cateh the spirit of
the message, and not faint until the work is
doxie.
J. N. Axorews, per Wm. Ings,

Nore. In response to the ahove, the V. M.
gociety of Battle Creek have subscribed for 50
copies of ““Lms Siewps” and will use part of
those first received in sending sample copies to
other Vigilant Societies.

PN

DOXES IT PAY?

Dozms it pay to spend time and money in the
missionary cause? Let us see. A lone sister
in Kansas gave her old Reviews to a Methodist
neighbor to read. The woman read them, bub
her husband would noi stoop to read an Advent-
ist paper, so they were pasted on the side of the
house. The wan wag a great smoker, and
would sometimes tear off a small piece of paper
to light his pipe, and as he was going to the
stove he would vead wlhat was on ib. He soon
became intervested, and would go back and try
to tear off the paper Lo get the whole of the ar-
ticle. He would then get his Bible to see if it
was true, He finally embraced the truth, threw
away his bobacco, and is now an elder in one of
our churches, and has the Review to read weekly
without tearing it off from the side of the house.

Did this result pay that sister for her old Re-
vigws ? 1 think it did. Now, ingtead of being
alone, she can attend meetings on the Sabbath
with a live church. The Lord can bless his
truth, if it is pasted on the side of a house.

Hear what a director has to say: I have
just returned home after spending nearly two
weeks in makiog a tour through the disbrict,
and am glad to be able to return you as good a
report as I do.” ‘1 staid with one family that
came out fully on the truth from reading the
S1axNs alone, and 1 never met a wariner recep-
tion.” He then inclosed twenty names of new
subseribers to our periodicals: 2 for the Ryvizw,
3 for the Siawxs, b for the RrrorMER, and 10
for the Instrucror. Do you think it paid to
gend the Sioms to that family? Will obtaining
twenty paying subscribers for our periodicals
amount to anything? Who can say that such
Iabor does not pay boetter tham preaching? Al
have talents; are all using the taleni God has
given them ? Remember the man with the one
talent, and his reward.

I believe that our T, and M. society is aceont
plishing more in Kausas than all our preachers.
Interests are being raised all over the State, and
calls for the living preacher come from every
quarter. 'The grain is alveady ripe. The T.
aund M, society is reaping, and the ministers are
gathering the bundles. May God speed &he
work, J. N. Avzrgs.

e e et e e

A Missionary Item.

Oxn pleasant afternoon last March, I took
passage on a Southern-bound train for the quiet
little town of 8.  About midway of the coach I
noticed a geutleman supporting an emaciated
lady. Fesling deeply for ber, as she reminded
me forcibly of mmy own condition four years ago
when I Jeft home for our good Sanitarium, given
up by my friends to die, I determined to speak
with ber. I found a vacant seat in front of a
lady friend who hag an invalid daughter, and
solicited her %o subscribe for the RE¥ORMER,
with the Manual as a preminm, The lady and
gentleman above referved to seemed to be inter-
ested in our conversation, so I passed them a
Manusl, which they thankfully received.

At this point a news boy came along and
abruptly told me that I was not to interest pas-
sengets with reading matter, and that T was in-
fringing upon his rights, Feeling embarrassed
by his inciviliby, T took my books from the gen-
tleman ; but before I left the car he gave me
his address for the RerorMER and took the
Manual. He resides in Mississippi. So here
is an opportunity for sending a copy of the S1ens
accompanied with a missionary letter.

My old friend also gave me her name as a
subscriber for the REFORMER.

Berrie Coomss.‘\o\
—— e :

BE5™ AccorpiNg to the report of the T. and M.
gociety for the last quarter, in New Sweden, Me.,
there have been nearly four thousand pages of
reading matter distributed, si¥egubseribers have
been obtaived for Tne YourH’s [NsTRUCTOR, twelve
for Tur Svexsg ApVENT IIAroLn, and about fifty
Annuals have been sold in the vicinity.

-life, and the Buview loses theic support,

RAF, RAP, RAP.

W knock at the door of every librarian of the
T. and M. Societies, this week, with a very impor-
tant request. Tt is in reference to the circulation
of the Review. How shall those who ought to
have it be induced totake it? You have all seen
in past numbers of the paper, a statement of the
astonishing negligence of some Sabbath-keepers in
this respect, and the evil results that flow from it.

Those who fail to take the paper lose spiritual
And the
very matter which these persons ought to have,
and which the Ruvinw contmins for their benefit,
they lose because the paper never reaches them.
The object of our call we wili explain under three
heads :—

1. What we do. We send you a list of all those
taking the Ruvizw in your church.

2, What we want you to do. We want youte
compare this list with the Sabbath-keepers in your
church and vicinity. and thus learn how many of
them ar¢ having the Bwvimw; and then solicit
earnestly all those who do mot have it, to become
subgcribers at once. We urge this on their ac-
count. [ will not make a cent’s difference pecun-
iarily with any one connected wiith the Publishing
Association whetber they take it or not; but it will
make a great difference with them, and the cause
cannot advance as it would if all had sufficiens in-
terest in the enterprises conpected with this work,
to take the church paper of the dencmination.

3, What we want. We want a prompt return
from these list pupers containing renewals from
thoge whose subseription has expired, and the
names of those who have not been taking the Ri-
vitw, who should have it, as permanent subscrib-
ers,

The request. Will you do-operate with us in
this matter, in the mannev here indicated ?

U, 8.

COLLECT.

Turre are two ways of managing the finances
of the 1. and M. societies. One way is to pay no
attention to collecting till the end of the year, and
then find the society deeply in debt and the indi.
vidual bills so large that they cannot be paid,
thereby crippling the society for the ensuing year.

The other way is to collect from individuals and
churches promptly each moath, and forward the
money each quarter to the offices of publication.
The Sraxs is farnished to tract socleties in clubs,
on the instsltment plan, at the nomiual rate of
$1.50 per year. This offer was made with the un-
derstanding that the monthly instaliments should
be pald promptly to the Scate secretary, and that
the proceeds should be forwarded quarterly to the
Siens Office.

1t is much easier for the individual to pay $1.00
per month for his club of eight copies, than for
him to pay $12 00 at the end of the year. Sucha
eourse is necessary in States that are not numer-
ieally and financially strong. Some States of the
latier charactes have alveady, for clubs of StaNg, run
np a bill of $500 or $600 since Januvary, 1878, We
are glad to see their zeal and earnesinessin the work,
and wish all the States weve coming up as well; but
the only way for these States fo come out with
credit to themselves is for the T, and M officers
not to allow the clubs to get behind in their in-
stallments, but to collect promptly, and each quar-
ter forward the money thus received to the Srans
Office

Promptness and energy in circulating the Siaxs
we are glad to see, and the Sraxs Office will do all
it can to put it in the power of all to engage in this
work; but we also say to the T. and B officers,
and would urge this upou them: Be prompt in col-
lecting, and you will find thers is greater satisfac-
tion given and hetter work done, J. I, Wurrs,

Oakland, Cal., April 21, 1878,

—
POSTAGE ON PAPERS AND TRACTS.

Tur workers in our V. M. scecieties are spending
much time and earnest labor to send onr tracts and
papers to those ihat may be induced to read, and
it is a pity that the cost of tha reading matter and
the time devoted should ever be lost by carelessness
in putting on the proper postage. Some may not
be aware of the fact that, although letters without
sufficient postage ave either forwarded or returnod
to the sender, packages of books and papers, if in-
sufficiently stamped, are usually thrown into the
corner and eventually pags to the paper rag pur-
chager.

Libararians and individuals sending out large
quantities of reading matter by mail wounld And it
greatly to their advantage to have a medium size
of letter scales.

To those sending ont papers and tracts the fel-
lowing rules may be of service: The present law
requiring one cent for every two ounces or fraction
thereof, of strictly printed matter, on our publica-
tions amounts to the following:—

Our ordinary tracts and pamphlets, with light
wrapping, require one ceni for each 72 pages or
fraction thereof.

Stoxs and REVIEWS require one cent for o single
copy and oune cent additional for each additional
two copies. Count 3 cent for the wrapper and 3
cent for each copy of the paper. Two copies will
not go for one cent, because with the wrapper they
weigh over two ounces.

Rurormurs, Troewpes, and Hiwonps, require
one cent for each copy, with ordinary wrapping.

The CorLEGE RECORD requires the same as the
S1gNs.  The Insrructor a trifle less on large
packages. w. C. W.

PREMIUMS.

“Tge Wav or Lire” is sold to the tract socie-
ties at $40 per hundred, when sent as freight
or by express, to be used as premiums. If sent in
small quantities, or singly by mail, the price is
%1 00.

“ The Household Manual”’ is sold in large quan-
tities, at $25 per one hundred when sent as frelght
or by express. If sent by mail, 75 cents.

The ¢ Child’s Poeres” ig furnished at $20 per
one hundred. This book is designed as @
premium to go with Tur Yourw’s INsTRUCTOR,
There are also prizes offered to those who canvasg
for the InstaucTor. Those obtaining ten subserib-
ers will receive a valuable little book entitled,
¢“The Hard Way” Any one cbtaining twenty
subseribers will receive two books ¢ The Hard
Way”’ and ¢ The School-boy’s Dinuer.” These
two books will be furnished to the tract socleties
in quantities, at 30 cents each.

Those obtaining fifty subseribers for the In.
sTRUCTOR will receive a map called, ** Bird’s-eye
View of Palestine.”” Those who desire to canvass
for prizes should state the fact to those with whom
they do their business. When canvassing for
prizes, the ¢ Child’s Poems” can be used as a
premium, The premium is for the subscriber, the
prizes for the canvasser.

PRICKS OF PERIQDICALS.

In obtaining subscribers for our periodieals, the
regular prices should be maintained. Tue Huanrn
Rerormrr is $1.00 per year. Tun REview anp
Heranp, $2.00; the InstruoTor, 50 cents. Those
canvassing under the direction of the tract socie-
ties, and in their interests, can give the premiums
with the periodicals at the regular price of the pe-
riodicals. The Publishing Association charges the
societies, for mew subscribers ihus obtained, 50
conts for the Reronmuer, and 25 cents for the In.
sTRUCTOR. If the Ruvikw is sent at the expense
of the tract societies, they are charged $1.50 per
year, also the same for the Siawns.

The Way of Life is best adapted to be used as a
premium for Tue Swexs or tir Tivmes, and the
Manual as a premium for the Rerormur; but
there is no objection to using the Manual with the
Srans or the Review, and the Way of Life with the
REFORMER, if it be desired. When these premiums
ave used with the Stens, the full price for the Srawvs
(%2.00) should always be paid.

PRICE OF PREMIUMS.

When the premiums are sold by thomselves, not
with onr periodicals, the prices ave as follows:
The Mauual, 75 cents ; Way of Life, $1.00; Child’s
Poems, 30 ceuts. The Association offera these
premiums at reduced prices to favor the tract so-
cieties im their efforts to inecvease the eirculation
of our periodicals. We cannot believe that any of
our tract society members will lake advantage of
these offers to get periodicals themselves, at half
price, by changing the address in the family or by
selling the yremiums under price, thus injuring
their sale snd not accomplishiig the objest in view,
namely, the increased circulation of our periedie-

als. 3. N, HaskyLL.

POSTAL GUIDE.

We advise every State secretarvy and every V. M.
gecretary to hand to your postmaster 50 cents and
requesl him to order for you the April, 1878, vum-
ber of HMounghton, Osgood & Co.’s Official Postal
Guide. If you prefer, you can order through the
Review or Siaxs Office.

This number contains, (1.) The rates of postage
to every country in the world; (2.) The namses of
all the post-ofices in the United States alphabet.
ically arranged, and the county of each; (8.) The
same list divided into States; (4.) A lsb of all the
counties in the United States. _

Having this directory, many of the errors in
sending papers can be aveided. 1t is very import-
gant that this kind of work should be done cor-

rectly. J. B, Wurrs.

The Reports.

OxE who examines the reports of the T. and
M. workers cannot fail to remark their diversity,
and the opportunity given for each o exercise
his peculiar talent in the work. For instance,
the report of one is found bo consist almost
wholly of ¢ Letters Written ”; that of another,
of ¢ Families visited” ; while a third has neither
of these items, bub gives a large number of

¢ Periodieals Distributed,” or, it may be, “Ne

Subscribers.” k »
Thus, while one cannot do the same work 4 i
another, there is still something for all to d
Let us each find our work, and do it faithfull
and pergeveringly, remembering that ¢ there aj
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit,” ni
all seeking the same end, the salvation of soul
Lazzaw 8. Cameprn

Belvidere, 111,

T. and M. Blank Books.

Set 4. Comprising a four-guire Journal,§ '
three-quire, Record and a two-quire Perwd ol
Book. Price, $2.60. ]

Set B. Comprising a two-quire Recoxd
three -quire Journal, and a quire Pellod
Book. Price, $2.00. ]

Set €. Comprising a one and one-half quif
Record, a two-quire Journal, and a three-four
quire Periodical Book. Price, $1.50. ;

SETS,

DISIRICT SECRETARIDS

Set 4. Comprising a three- quire Record)r
five-quire Journal, (full leather binding), andj
two-quire Puuodmal Book. Price, $4.40.
Set B. Comprising a three-quire Record,
four-quire Journal,
Book. Price, $2.75.
Set C.
three-quire Journal,
Book. Price, $2.00.

STATE SECRETARIES SETS.

and a two-quire Periodi

Comprising a two-quire Record, |
and a quire Periodig

Seb A. Comprising a live-quire Record (s
tra binding), an cight-quire Journal (full bing
ing, size of page 84x14 inches, with double o
columns for debt and credit entries on oue pag
and two three-quire Periodical Books. Prig)
$7.75.
Set B. Comprising a four-quire Record (e
tra binding), a six-quire Journal (full bin&i
double cash coluinns, size of page 8x13 incheli
and two two-quire Periodical Books.  Prig
$6.00.

Set €. Comprising a four-quire Record,
five-quire Journal (extra binding), and tw
two-quire Periodical Books. Price, §5.00. :

These books have been prepared with gred
care, under the direction of experienced T.
M. Officers, and are furnished with full di
tions and with printed sample pages, showil
just how the accounts should be kept, They a)
well bound with leather backs and corners, aif :
are full count, 80 pages to the quaive. Th
Record page is 7x8} inches, the Journal 7x1
and the Periodical Book 7x11 inches in size. |

- i

Sabbath-8chool Maps.

Tae PExtNsvna o Mount Stvar,  Tlustr
ing the wanderiugs of the Lsraclites iu the
journey from Egyph to Canaan, with a plan, o
a large scale, of the vicinity of M. Sinai, 72x5

inches. Printed on cloth, $5.00.
Orp Tugrament Mar or Panestine,  Sig
58x41 inches. Ou eloth, $3.00.
New Tosramene Mar or Pavusrove,  Sang
size and style, $3.00,
Orp Tegrawent Map ov ParnestiNeg.  Sig
41x28 inches. On cloth, $1.50. 1
Nuw Toeseasmywr Mar or Pannseing,  Sang
size and style, $1.50. ]
Mar Turogreamiva mue Travers o 8t

Pavt., Bize, 116x81 inches.  On cloth, $12.50]

Thig is the largest map of these conntries evef
published. The voubes of 86, Puul ure distinet]y
shown by atrong lines of different colors ; an{
the names of places visited in his various mis
sionary tours are lettered very boldly to dzstm
guish them from other names. ‘

CARD MAPS.

These maps are printed on cards for hand usl
in Sabbath-sehool and Bible-classes, and handfg
somely oolored. Size, 5}x3} inches. ° Hadl
kind is put up in packages containing ten maps§

Trr PENINSULA Oor MrT, Sixar, A map fof
illugtrate the wanderings of the Israelites fronf

. Egypt to Canaan.

Mar or PaLesting perogE THE CONQUESLY

Mar or PArmstiNg AFTER THE CoNQUESLE
As divided among the twelve tribes, with plan
of the vicinity of Jerusalem on an enlarged
scale.

Wew TrstaMent Map oF Pauwsmng, with
table of distances, de.

Trg Travens oF Sv. PAvur, handsomoely col
ored, with the routes of St. Paul’s different
journeys clearly defined.

Price, per pack, 40 cents.
Address, Review & Herarp,

Battle Creek, Mich,
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