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“Here is the patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.
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THE CERISTIAN LIFE.

Taz saints of God are saved by grace,
And blessed with holy love :

They have a peace, abiding, sure;
A faith that soars above;

A hopelike anchor strong and true;
A joy so tender, sweet,

That things of earth grow faint and dim,
When cast at Jesus” feet.

The Spirit dwells within the heart,
And angels hover near;

The Saviour's smiles illume the way,
And banish every fear.

A “gate ajar”’ is seen on high,
And gleams of glory fall

Upon the path that upward. leads,
While loving voices call.

At times the vail seemns scarce to hide
That glorious far-off land ;

And eyes of faith can almost see
The shining, singing band.

The heart cries, ‘¢ Abba, Father,” God!
O give the long-sought rest !

O tear away these clogs of earth, o
And gather with mge Dlest! v

And thus it is the Christian lives,
And, living, yearns and longs
For greater peace and sweeter love,

And higher, grander songs.

But soon will come the gals day,
Soon Christ will elaim’ his own ;

With power and might and glory bright, .
He'll take the promised throne.

And then the gate will open wide
That mansions hides gbove ;

And saints will find their heart’s desire
In never-ending love.

A vail no more the land afar
Will interpose between ;

But we behold its waters clear,
And fields of living green.

The ¢ King in beauty’’ there will reign,
And joys eternal flow;
The ¢ earth will blosgom ag the rose,”
And glory dwell below. S
Eriza H. MorTown, -

—
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THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.

ELD. D. M. CANRIGHT.
GREAT POPULARITY OF THE ECLECTIC SCHQOL.

WE will briefly notice how popular and ex-
tensive this school became. All agree that it
acquired a wonderful degree of eminence, and
soon extended itself over most of the Roman
empire and eclipsed the glory of all-other
sects. To this effect writes Mosheim :
“ While the emperors and magistrates were
striving to subvert the Christian corardon-
wealth by means of laws and punighments, it
was assailed with craft and subtilty, duiing
this whole century, by the philosophers of
the Ammonian school, who assumed the name
of Platonists, extended their disciples over
nearly all the Roman empire, and gradually
obscured the glory of all other sects.”
Again : “The school of Ammonius, the ori-
gin and dogmas of which have been alread:
stated, gradually cast oll others into the bdc‘k}:
ground. From HEgypt it spread in a short
time over nearly the whole Roman empire,
and drew after it almost -all persons inglined
to attend ‘to metaphysical studies. . This pros-
perity of the sect was owing éspecially to
Plotinus, the most distigguished disciple of
Ammonius, & man of intellectual acumen,

and formed by nature fqrj:abstruﬂe investiga- | . 8

tion ; for he taught first in Persia, and after-

.| tivating a taste for its philosophy.

o

ward at Rome and in Campania, to vast con-
courses of youth ; and embodied his precepts
in various books,”! Says Enfield: “The per-
nicious influence of the Eclectic system, both
upon opinions and manners, through many
succeeding ages, will be geen in the sequel.”?

Says Mosheim : “It is almost incredible

.| what a number of pupils, in a short time, is-

sued from the school of this man [Ammonius).
But among them no one is more celebrated
than Porphyry, a Syrian, who spread over
Sicily and many other countries the system
of his master, enlarged with new discoveries

.and sedulously polished. At Alexandria, al-

most no other philosophy was publicly taught
from the time of Ammonius down to the sixth
century.”?

The first step which was taken toward
apostasy was attending the school and cul-
An em-
inent historian says: “Of these [changes]
the most considerable and important are to be
attributed to a taste for the cultivation of
philosophy and human learning, which, dur-
ing the preceding [first] century, if not alto-
gether treated with neglect and contempt by
the Christians, had at least been wisely kept
under, and by no means permitted to blend
itself with religion ; but in the age of which
we are now treating [the second cemtury],
burst forth on a sudden into a flame, and
gpread itself with the utmost rapidity
throughout a considerable part of the church.
This may be accounted for, in some measure,
from its having been the practice of the many

fiiry, were induced to embrace Christian-
ity, not only to retain their pristine denom-
ination, garb, and mode of living, but also to
persist in recommending the study of philoso-
phy, and initiating youth therein. In proof
of this, we may, from amidst numerous other
examples, adduce in particular that of Justin,
the celebrated philosopher and martyr. The
immediate nursery, and very cradle, as it
were, of Christian philosophy, must, however,
be placed in the celebrated seminary which
long flourished at Alexandria under the de-
nomination of the Catechetical School. For
the persons who presided therein in the course
of the age of which we are treating, namely,
Pantoeus, Athenagoras, and Clement of Alex-
andria, not only engaged with ardor in the
cultivation of philosophy themselves, but also
exerted their inflaence in persuading those
whom they were educating for the office of
teacherg in the church to follow their exam-
ple in this respect, and make it their practice
to associate philosophical principles with those
of religion.” *

The reason why that heathen doctrine
spread: so widely and 8o rapidly in the church,
is shown by the following from an eminent
historian : “ Many from the different sects of
philosophers, especially from the Platonists, and
also from among the rhetoricians, embraced
Christianity ; and they were honored for their
erudition and talents by being made bishops
and presbyters.”® The learned Platonic
Christians, being now made teachers and min-
isters in the various churches, soon digsemina~
ted their Platonic doctrine of the soul every-
where throughout the Christian church,

And the same author says: “In fact, there
are but few points of Christian theology
which the teachers who were inflamed with
this eager desire to produce a union between
Christianity and philosophy left untouched.” ¢
Another historian bears this testimony:
“Very soon after the rise of Christianity,
many persons who had been educated in the
schools of the philosophers becoming con-
verts to the Christian faith, the doctrines of
the Grecian sects, and especially of Platon-
ism, were interwoven with the simple truths
of pure religion. As the Eclectic philosophy
spread, heathen and Christian doctrines were
still more intimately blended, till at last both
were almost entirely lost in the thick clouds

1Hcol. Hist., vol. i. p. 161; Com,, vol. ii. p. 103,

2 Hist. of Phil., p. 349. .

8 Fecl. Hist., vol, 1. cent. iii- chdp. i. pp. 161, 162,

4 Mosheim's Hist. of Firat Three Cent., vol. 1. cent. ii. sec, 25,
39

5 Mosheim’s Commentaries, vol. ii. cent. ii. sec, 26, p, 140.
61bid.,vol. 1. cent. ii. sec, 84, p. 3T8.

hilosophers, who, in.the course of this.

of ignorance and barbarism which covered the
earth.”” Of the Eclectic school he says:
“The muddy waters sent forth from this pol-
luted spring were spread through the most
celebrated seats of learning, and were even
permitted, as we shall afterward see, to min-
gle with the pure stream of Christian doc-
trine.”® Once more: of the teachers of the
church, he says: ‘“Through several centuries
they partook of the spirit of the Alexandrian
school, and the Hclectic method of philosophiz-
ing Platonized Christianity.”®

Though this is astonishing beyond measure,
yet we readily see how it was accomplished.
All the sects of heathen philosophers except
the Platonic denied any future life to man;
but Pilato strongly contended for a future
state of rewards and punishments. This nat-
urally led the Christians to regard the Pla-
tonists as friends and allies upon this great
question of the fact of a future life, though
they differed as to how it was (o be obtained.
Christians rested their hope upon the resur-
rection of the dead as promised in the Bible.
At this the heathen philosophers mocked as
being unreagonable and unphilosophical, as
they cared nothing for what the Bible said.
See their answer to Paul at Athens in Acts
17. Now the Platonists came in with their
philosophical argument to meet their antag-
onists, and prove a future life by means of
the soul's immortality. In this way reason
and philosophy could be made to support the
hope of the simple-minded Christians, which
before rested solely upon the promise of the
Scriptures. The promise of relief and help,
and of having a more philosophical faith, was
a very flattering one. As Eve listened to,
and was beguiled by, the serpent, so they lis-
tened to these philosophers, were flattered
with their praises, accepted their help,
adopted their notions, and finally united with
them.

Reader, here is the origin of the present
orthodox doctrine of immortal souls, disem-
bodied spirits, ghosts, eternal hell, etc. Thus
the learned commentator on Cudworth’s In-
tellectual System says: “The Platonic philos-
ophy, indeed, which was approved by the an-
cient Chrigtians, has been abandoned, and an-
other substituted in its place; but the dog-
mas and conclusions derived from it have
been retained by most men in all their pris-
tine integrity ; and any one conversant with
the ancient philosophy, might write a long and
copious commentary upon the relics of the Pla-
tonic philosophy among Christians. Thus
happens it with mortals, The primary and
fundamental doctrines of a sect are very
often repudiated by those who preside over
communities ; while they either are unwill-
ing to interfere with the consequences and in-
gtitutions that proceed from them, owing to
their ignorance of their origin, or are unable
to do so, because the people are not easily
prevailed upon to abandon inveterate cus-
toms, In the course of time, many opinions
and rites are held sacred, which those who
are addicted to them would hold in far differ-
ent estimation if they were thoroughly aware
of their origin.”

Yes; the immortal-soul theory is a relic of
Platonic philosophy which thousands would
quickly drop did they know its origin.

PLATONISM OPPOSED.

But was all this heathen philosophy and
pagan doctrine received into the church with-
out opposition? No, indeed. Many, nay,
all, of the more pious men warmly opposed
it, for they foresaw its effects. Mosheim
thus records the controversy : * The rise, how-
ever, of this taste for philosophical specula-
tion, and the ascendency which they per-
ceived it gradually acquiring in the minds of
so many of their teachers, became a source of
the most poignant regret to all such as con-
tinued steadfastly attached to that ancient
and simple species of piety which had been
delivered down by the apostles and their dis-
ciples, inasmuch as they saw reason to fear

? Entield’s Hist. of Phil,, p. 8.

81bid., book 3. chap. ii. sec. 4, p. 331,

9Tbid , book vi. chap. ii. p. 453.
10 Cudworth’s Intel. 8yst., vol. iii. p. 266, note.

that the cause of celestial truth might be
thereby materially injured, as in reality
proved to e the case, and that divine wisdom
would not long retain either its proper value
or dignity in the estimation of mankind. In
consequence of this, the Christian churc¢h be-
came divided into two parties, which opposed
each other with the utmost warmth. . , .
The issue of this dispute, which lasted for a
considerable while, at length was, that vic-
tory declared itself in favor of the patrons of
philosophy, and that those teachers came to
be most respected, who, in unfolding the doc-
trines of religion, called in the aid of philo-
sophical prineiples and precepts.” This
was the very thing against which Paul had
warned the church: “Beware lest any man
spoil you through philogophy.” Col. 2:8,
The better clagg of Christians remembered
this, and were opposed to receiving this
heathen philosophy into the church.

In his “Eclesiastical History,” Mosheim,
after naming the class who were in favor of
introducing Platonism into the church, adds:
“But a great majority thought otherwise.”
“ But gradually the friends of philogsophy and
literature acquired the ascendency. To this
igsue Origen contributed very much; for,
having early imbibed the principles of the
new Platonism, he inauspiciously applied
them to theology, and earnestly recommended
them. to the numerous youth who attended on
hig instructions, And the greater the influ-
ence of this man, which quickly spread over
the whole Christian world, the more readily
was his method of explaining the sacred doc-
trine propagated.”® Hence, in a short time,
Bible truth and those who advocated it were
put down and held in contempt. Says our’
author: “There were various persons of this
sort in the fourth century, who were disgusted
with the progress of superstition and of er-
rors respecting the true nature of religion,
and who opposed the general current; but
the only fruit of their labor was, that they
were branded with infamy.”* Rome came in
and condemned them as heretics, and thus si-
lenced all opposition. '

11 Commentaries, vol. i. cent. 1i.sec 21, pp. 343, 844,
12Vol, 1. book i. part ii. chap. i, p. 115.

181bid., p. 162.

1]bid,, p. 274. 4

BIBLE CHARACTERS AND THEIR
IMPERFECTIONS.

BY EILD. W. H. LITTLEJOHN,

It is difficult for-some persons to reconcile
the sins of individuals who figure prominently,
in Holy Writ with the fact that those persons
were employed by the Lord in the develop:
ment of the great plan of human redemption.
To them it seems incomprehensible that God
should ever have spoken words of approval
to those who had been guilty of great offenses;
and utterly inconceivable that he should
make them the direct mediums of revelation.

‘While sympathizing measurably with thoge
who find themselves troubled in the manney
in question, we nevertheless believe that their
difficulties arise from a superficial view of
the subject. More profound reflection, and

a larger insight into the purposes and plans . -

of God, would, we believe, enable them to
see the matter in a very different light.,
‘While it should ever-be a source of regret
that any person, whether called good or bad,
ghould yield to temptation and fall into sin,
it by no means follows that such a person
might not, after suitable repentance, be re-
stored to full favor with God, .

Before the skeptic rejects this proposition,
let him pause and consider the terrible conse-
quences which would necessarily follow .if
this principle were not defensible. Does he
claim to be a sinless one himgelf? If so, we
commend him to a deeper study of his own
heart. But if he shall concede the fact of
his own dereliction in duty, then we inquire °
whether he feels that he has been restored to
full favor with Heaven. Should. he an;
in the negative, we ask again if he
that his own iniquities have sepa; i
forever from the loving consideration of the
God of Heaven. Does he not believe that
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in some way it either is now, or will be at

gome future time, possible for him to be rein-

stated in the divinefavor? Must he, through-
out the endless ages of eternity, be held at a

distance from the God who made him, and|

be debarred from full communion with him,
as the penalty of past transgression? Does
he really believe that God is irreconcilable
to those who once have offended him ¢

If 80, he has invented for himself a punish-

ment as long in duration, if not as terrible in-

its pangs and sorrows, as that which it is
claimed will be administered in that ortho-
dox hell which he is so apt to repudiate as
repugnant to every idea of right and dictate
of reason. But, on the other hand, if he re-
gards it as at least possible that he could,
by a proper course of conduct, be brought
into full fellowship with his Maker, we
ask if he has any other method of accom-
plishing this except through repentance and
reform, If not, are not these routes of re-
turn ag available to others as to himself? Is
it not possible that when Abraham, or Jacob,
or Moses, or David did violence to their own
convictions of duty, and broke the command:
ments of God, they, in like manner, might
have returned, with suitable words and con-
trition of heart, to Him whose law they
bad trodden under foot? If they had
done this, is it incredible that he would
have received them with open arms, and

placed the seal of his apFrobati‘on upon them

by admitting them into full communion with
himgelf? Before the possibility of this is
denied, let it be remembered that in doing so
the attribute of God’s mercy would thereby
be ignored, and the destiny of millions would
become unalterably fixed and hopeless.
Should it be objected still that the sins of
these men were so aggravated in their char-
acter that it is difficult to conceive it possible
that God should ever condescend to speak
through them by the Holy Spirit, we reply
that among those whom God directly inspired
to write and speak words of instruction for
the ages which were to follow, were men of
all types of character and shades of tempera-
ment. Among them were individuald whose
lives were remarkably free from departures
from the rule of rectitude, a8 well ag thoge
whose career was marred by transactions
which it is not only difficult to justify, but
which are unquestionably utterly indefensi-

the standpoint of modern morality, we
ghould not award to them the credit which
they deserve; for we should fail to appre-
ciate the unfavorable nature of the surround-
ings under which their characters were de-

veloped. Should we attempt to estimate the-
censure which should be laid upon the latter

clags, we should doubtless exaggerate the

measure of their blame; for 'we should fail’
to make due allowance for the untoward in-.
J1in a situation to declare confidently that his

fluences which conduced to their fall.

The ages in which these persons lived wete
periods of great moral darkness. The vir-
tues which they practiced were rarely exem-
plified by others; and the sins which they
committed, and which shock us at the pres-

ent time, were quite generally indulged in’

and defended by the mnations of that epoch.
This being the case, the credit due to one
whose virtues, like those of Abraham, have
hardly been equaled in this sge, can scarcely
be applauded too highly ; while the occasional

lapse into popular vices by such persons as.

Jacob and David must be treated with much
greater charity than like acts could possibly
be at the present time. The race has gradu-
ally moved out of the dim twilight of pri-
meval conceptions of doctrine-and duty into
the full blaze of the gospel sunlight, which so
perfectly illuminates the minds of all men
that there is no longer room for doubt as to
what course of action would be the proper
one in a given set of circulmstances. God's
plan seems to have been to lead men for-
ward and upward, slowly it may be, but,
- nevertbeless, as rapidly as the circumstance§
would admit of As the mind of the child
can only be developed by degrees, so it hag

been necessary for Providence to patiently / [
Fwhich wag that the Lord did not cast him

off entirely because of what he had done, but,
Jafter the hearty repentance of the apostle,
Fbrought him inte a nearness to himself more
.close-and sacred than he had enjoyed before,
the principle which some suggest by refusing |
-only pardon but restoration.
-sin, and now with all his heart he loves the

lead men on, age after age, in the gradual
process of enlightenment and reform. In do-
ing this work, it has been a necessity that he
ghould employ such instruments as were
available to his hand. Had he acted upon

to reveal bimself except through persons of
faultless natures, then he would never have
revealed himself at all ; for gtch perdons could
not have been found in the past any more
than they can be at the present time.

All men have sinned, and “like sheep

have gone astray.” The bigot of to-day may.

wrap himself in the mantle of his own perfes-.

tion, and indulge in hypogaritical “cant” in

regard to the sins of Bible characters; but |
let him pass through the sanie ordeal through |
which these men passed, and let hig inner:
life be revealed through the pen of Inspira-

tion, and we apprehend that—taking into
apcpunt the difference in the opportunities
and moral surroundings—there are few of
thik class whose lives would bear the serutiny
thus turned upon them as well as have those
whose virtues they forget, and whose vices
they never weary of condemning. In the
clogets of many of the modern praters against
Abraham, and Moses, and Jacob, and David
gre suspended skeletons the exposure of
whose unsightly forms—should the door be
get ajar by some modern Nathan—would at
leagt rebuke their hypocrisy, if it did not cor-
reat their folly.

God, however, knows how to discriminate,
and he has manifested his wisdom in speak-
ing by those by whom he must have spoken
if he spoke at all. We think also that he
hag displayed his divine love, as well as
knowledge, in employing just the classes
which he has employed in the work of mak-
ing up the canon of Inspiration. Had he
cosifined himself in the work of revealing his
will to the world to men who, like Enoch,
were able to walk with him without stum-
bling for three hundred years, it appears to
us that his word would have lost much of its
power in, and adaptation for, the work of
saving men. While there are a few individ-
udls who are comparatively blameless in their
lives, the great mass of mankind, when con-
victed by the Holy Spirit, realize the turpi-
tude of their sins so fully that unless God
'had made the most ample provision to coun-
teract the reaction of the mind thus awak-
ened they would fall into despair and dis-
comfiture.

"It would be in vain for you to try to help
such by citing them to some sinless one

‘whom God had loved, and to whom he had
revealed himself.

3 Turning away from you
with an air of hopeless distrust you would
receive this response: “His case was not
like mine; God loved Aim because he had

| never sinmed ; but he cannot love me, because

I am covered all over with pollution.” If
‘then, you should avail yourself of the oppor-

-tunity with which God bas furnished you in

the cases of great transgressors in the past,
and call his attention to the fact that the
Most High could even so far pardon David
and Jacob, and others who bad been the per-
petrators of great and terrible wrongs, as to

bterly, in y ake them the objects of his tender regard,
ble. Should wejudge of the'first’ olask Propa

‘atid chiogen’ instruments in the evolution of
his great plan for the redemption of others,
then you would pour courage into his soul
aid inspire hope in his dejected heart.

* It is not enough that pardon simply should
be offered to the erring one. He needs some-
thing more then this to assure his complete
teturn to the path of virtue. It will be nec-
éssary that you should be able to promise
not only that the penalty for his crimes
ghall be made void, but you must also be

past sins shall not act as a bar to his future
usefulness and full fruition of joy. Let him
feel that it will be merely possible for him to
be saved, but that his sins have so far es-
tranged him from the God of Heaven that he
¢an never again win his confidence and enjoy
that fullness of fellowship which others may
éxperience who have been less faulty than
himself, and you hang over his spirits 2 dark
¢loud, whose shadow will be ever present to

| bring-gloom.into the soul, and to induce that

fruitless regret for past mistakes which, if
not dispelled, so often develops into despair
and ends in ruin. He who has not made this
‘phase of human experience a matter of study,
has but little conception of the important
place which it must fill in every successful
plan for the redemption of men. The Chris-
tian minister not unfrequently finds it neces-

“Sary to have recourse to the history of such
cases as that of Peter, who denied his Lord
-and swore that he never knew him, before he

can imake the least impression upon wminds

-which the enemy, having first led into sin,
“has afterward driven to despondency. The
‘telief is not found simply in the fact that
- Peter was guilty of a terrible crime, but in

that fact when coupled with another one,

The hopeless one sees in such a case not
He loathes his

God who can pardon the sin, and open to the
ginner the road of usefulness as fully as

i though he had never gone astray.

Here, then, we have the solution of the
whole question. God has not erred in call-
ing into his service men who either had pre-
viously been transgressors, or those whom he

‘knew would fall thereafter.

The man who finds fault with him for so

‘doing is quarreling with his own soul.

There is no feature in God’s work, as re-

vealed in his word, which should inspire in
our hearts such love for him as should the
fact that he has given us practical demonstra-
tions of his willingness to make, not only
Enoch and Abraham, and Joseph and John,
but also Jacob and David and Peter, the ve-
hicles to bear hig message of mercy to a fallen
race.

Let us therefore praise his name that while
everywhere throughout his word he condemns
the wrong-doing of the sinner, and speaks in
the most approving manner of holiness, he
has nevertheless devised a plan whereby he
that has gone astray can return to his
Father’s house, feeling not only that there
is bread enough there, but also that he will
be welcomed to a place as near the heart of
the great Father as is that occupied by other
sons and daughters who have been more for-
tunate in their earthly pilgrimage.— Allegan
County Democrat.

e A P
YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY,
Our of the sunshine into the rain;
The way is steep, and I walk alone;

T call aloud, but I call in vain,
Through the darkness comes no answering tone.

I have dreamed my golden dream, alas!

I have buried my hope with a bitter pain ;—
Is it weak to weep when we sadly pass

Out of the sunshine into the rain ?

Into the sunshine out of the rain;
The clouds peel off, and the sky is blue;
I walk in the beautiful paths again,
Where the song-birds built, and the roses grew.

O the new-born glory around me shed!
O the voices that cliarm like a sweet refrain!
Thank God for the hand that my footsteps led
Into the sunshine out of the rain.
—RSelected.

CAN SAINTS APOSTATIZE? '

ELD. 8. OSBORN.
( Continued.)

TAKE the case of Ahithophel, in 2 Sam.
16:23: “And the counsel of Ahithophel,
which he counseled in those days, was as if
a man had inquired at the oracle [word] of
God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel
both with David and with Absalom,” This
proves his standing with God and his people.
Now for his apostagy and death, Chap. 17:
23: “ And when Ahithophel saw that his
counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass,
and arose, and gat him home to his house, to
his city, and put his household in order, and
hanged himself, and died.” This man was a
priest. Chap. 15:12. He was David’s coun-
selor, and because he sinned in that he turned
away from David, God’s anointed, to Absa-
lom, God, at the request of David, left him
and he was so grieved because his counsel
was not taken, that he took his own life,
‘Who will say that he is not a lost man !

One more individual case is found in 1
Kings 13:1. The record says : “Behold, there
came a man of God out of Judah by the word
of the Lord unto Bethel.” The context
shows that the object of his coming was to
cry against the sin of Jeroboam, Notice
that he is here called a man of God. What
stronger testimony do we want of his entire
acceptance with God? He had a charge
from the Lord, which was, “Eat no bread,
nor drink water, nor turn again by the same
way that thou camest.” But he was induced
to disobey, by a lie told by an old apostate
prophet. Verse 18. Here he finally apos-
tatized, and was slain by a lion on his way
bhome. Verse 24. These instances will sat-
isfy any one who is honest, so far as individ-
ual cases are concerned.

Now let us take a general case, in Ex. 15.
Moses and the children of Israel sang a song
getting forth their condition before the Lord.

_The second verse says, “The Lord is my

strength and song, and he is become my sal-
vation. He is my God, and I will prepare
him a habitation ; my Father’s God, and I
will exalt him,”

In verses 16 and 17, the expressions,
“till thy [God’s] people pass over,” and
“Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them
in the mountain of thine inheritance,” show
their acceptance with God, or, in other words,
that they were converted. Notice, too, how
he rained bread from heaven to feed them.
And more, their names were all written in
Heaven. Read again Ex. 32 :31-33, already
quoted. Now hear Paul’s comment upon it.
1 Cor. 10:2-4. They “were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and
did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did
all drink the same spiritual drink; for they
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them, and that Rock was Christ.” Does
genuine conversion require more than is here
expressed? T think not.,

Now notice their apostasy, mentioned in
verges D-12. “ But with many of them God
was not well pleased ; for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness.” In verses 6-11,

he speaks of their deplorable condition, and
exhoit+ us mnot to follow their example.
Read varefully : “Now these things were
our examples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted.
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of
them ; as it is written, The people sat down
to eat and drink, and roge up to play. Nei-
ther let us commit fornication, as some of
them committed, and fell in one day three
and twenty thousand, Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed of serpents. Neither mur-
mur ye, a8 some of them also murmured, and
were destroyed of the destroyer.” The 11th
verse is almost a repetition of the 6th, but its
application to us is a little more forcible, as
we live 50 near the close of time. But no-
tice the apostle’s caution in verse 12: ¢ Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest

he full.” Says the objector, “ There is no
danger.” But Paul fhinks there is great
danger. These scriptures show that we are

subject to the same danger of falling as were
the Hebrews.

This is further illustrated in the fourth
chapter of Hebrews, as follows: “Let us
therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of
entering into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it.” Verse 6: “See-
ing therefore it remaineth that some must
enter therein, and they to whom it [the gos-
pel] was first preached entered not in be-
cause of unbelief.” Verse 9 says, “ There
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of
God.” And verse 11 exhorts, * Let us labor
therefore to enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same example of unbelief”
Still it is urged by some that there is mno
danger of a final fall.

Again, the identity and condition of the
Jews and Gentiles, and the possibility of their
falling, is fully sustained by Jeremiah and
Paul. In Jer. 11:16, the Lord, addressing
the Jewish church, says: “The Lord called
thy name, a green olive tree, fair, and of
goodly fruit ; with the noise of a great tu-
mult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the
branches of it are broken.”

Paul takes this up in Rom. 11:17, where
Jeremiah left off: “ And if some of the
branches be broken off, and thou, being a
wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them,
and with them partakest of the root and fat-

‘ness of the olive tree, boast not against the

branches, But if thou boast, thou bearest
not the root, but the root thee.” That is as
much as to say they will give no honor to the
parent stalk. The wild olive tree (which rep-
resents the Gentiles) is able in its own mind
not only to nourish itself, but the parent
stalk also. Oh, how unnatural, yet how
true ! Talk to them concerning the fall.of the
Jews, and they will disclaim all dependence
upon that church for salvation. How boast-
ful and independent the pretended churches
of Christ are in our day. This is what Paul
endeavors to correct. He continues, “Thou
wilt say then, The branches were broken off
that I might be graffed in. Well, becatse of
unbelief they were broken off, and thou
standest by faith. [Caution] Be not high-
minded, but fear. [Reason] For if God
spared not the natural branches, take heed
lest he also spare not thee.” What stronger
language can be used to show the apostasy of
some. And we are in greater danger than
were the Jews; for they were the natural
branches, and we are the unnatural ones.

Verse 22, it seems to me, establishes
this point beyond cavil. It reads, “ Behold
therefore the goodness and severity of God:
on them which fell, severity ; but toward
thee, goodness, [condition] if thou continue
in his goodness ; otherwise thou shalt be cut
off,” If this does not prove apostasy, lan-
guage cannot be framed to do it.

But a dying man will catch at a straw;
thus they appeal to verse 26 for help.
It reads as follows: “ And so all Israel shall
be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob.” Objectors
know that in order to get help from this
text they must show that this embraces the
entire stock of Abraham. But this will not
do, for the text places it on condition of
being turned from ungodliness. Let Paul
explain himgelf. Rom. 9:6: “ For they are
not all Israel which are of Israel ; neither be-
cauge they are the seed of Abraham, are they
all children,” Well, who are the seed, or
Tsrael? Paul says: “They which are the
children of the flesh, these are mot the chil-
dren of God.” This defines the true Israel.

John 15:1-12: «I am the true vine, and
my Father is the husbandman. Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away ;
and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit. Now ye are clean (truly converted)
through the word which I have spoken unto
youw”” Notice .the condition, ¢ Abide in
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me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in
me.” Says the objector, It a man is truly
converted, he will abide in the vine. If this
is 80, how vain the reasoning of Christ!
Look at the figure, He takes a natural vine
and branches to represent the church and its
members. Now take a walk in Mr. s
vineyard. You will notice, on some of the
vines, dead branches, that do not bear fruit.
‘When the husbandman comes along, he will
pare them off, and cast them out- to “be
burned. These branches were once alive,
and perhaps bore fruit. But branches gome-
times die on the vine; and in such cages
there is no bringing them to life again. Now
if this figure is worth anything, it proves the
final apostasy of some.

The same idea is continued in verse 6 : ¢If
a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch and is withered ; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they
are burned.” This illustration shows beyond
doubt that man can apostatizee We may
know whether we are apostatizing or not.
The test is found in verse 8: ¢ Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear muech fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples.” Verse 9 exhorts us
to continue in Christ's love. Verse 10 tells
us that we may abide in Christ’s love, by
keeping his commandments. Verse 12 tells
us what one of these commandments is’; “it is
to love one another as I have loved you.”

Now look at the several points made ; viz,
first, Christ is the vine (compared to a nat-
ural vine); secondly, the disciples are the
“branches (compared to the natural branches);
thirdly, some of the natural branches will
wither and die, and it will be necessary to
cut them off (so will it be with the branches
of the church); and fourthly, when the
branches wither and die on the stalk, there
is no restoring them to life again. This is
so plain and natural that every one can see
it if they will. I might rest the whole ar-
gument on this text, and consider the case
fully made out; but as there are §o many
others having a bearing on this point, T ask
the attention of the reader while I present ‘a
few more.

In Jude 6, it is said that some of the anp-
gels kept not their first estate. If angels,
who were created so much higher and so
much more perfect than. man, could aposta-
tize, why not man? 2 Pet 2:15 say§:
¢ Whlch have forsaken the right way, afd
are gone astray.” Verse 20 is decisive: “For
if after they have escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of the Loxd
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en-
tangled therein and overcome, the latter end
is worse with them than the beginning.”
He says further, “ For it had been better for
them not to have known the way of right-
eousness, than, after they have known if, to
turn ffrom the holy commandment dehvered
unto them. But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb. The dog is
turned to his own vomit again, and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the
mire.’

Notice the points made in the foregomg
1. Even angels have fallen ; 2. The persons
mentioned had been converted, for they are
spoken of as having escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of Christ,
and as having jforsaken the right way; 3.
The latter end is worse with them than the
beginning ; 4. It had been better for them
never to have known the right way, than to

turn from it
(Coneluded next week.)

A
PARADISE. ‘

‘WHERE is paradise? and what does the Bi-
ble teach concerning it¢ Is it an intermedi-
ate state, in which the righteous rest be-
tween death and the resurrection? Though
some, influenced by a sectarian bias, may an-
swer the last of these questions in the affirm-
ative, yet there are those who, upon what
seems to them satisfactory grounds, arrive- at
different conclusions.

Our prlnclpa,l source of information on thls
point is the Bible; and by consulting this
book in the original Greek and Hebrew, with
the lexicons of these languages, the following
prominent facts are learned: 1. That ol the
dead go to ome place, Gen. 3 : 19, Eeel. 3 :
20 ; Job. 14 :10-12; 2. That this recepta-
cle for the dead is expressed by the word
sheol in the Hebrew and Addes in the Greek,
and these words are properly transla.ted
grave, hell, or pit; we also learn that hades
is located under the earth, Eze. 31 :15-18;
3. That the entire man goes there, Gen. 37 :
35; Ps. 30:3; 80:48; Acts. 2:27, 31;4.
That it is a p]ace of secrecy and sﬂence, where
there is no device, idom, or knowledge,
Job, 3:11-19; Ps, 146 : 3, 4; Eccl. 9 ;4-6,
10 ; 5. That paradlse is derlved from the

Greek word paradetso, and has no meaning
in common with Aades, or its corresponding
word in the Hebrew; 6. That it is located in
Heaven, before the throne of God; compare
2 Cor. 12:2, 4 with Rev. 2:7 and 22:1,
2; 7. That it is & place where the song of
redemption is sung by the righteous, who
dwell therein forever. Rev. 4:6; 15:2, 3;
22:5.

From the foregoing we conclude that para-
dige is a place of life, joy, peace, and perfect
bliss, the dwelling-place of God, and the fu-
ture home of the saints ; and that it is in wide
contrhst with Zades, a place of profound si-
lence and perfect unconsciousness, the rest-
ing-place of man in death, from which he can
only be rescued by a resurrection.

J. 0. Coruiss.

THE PRESENT. ’

THE present is often spoken of as the
“ watching and waiting time.” Tt is also the
working time. Satan is trying to lull us to
sleep. We are on the “enchanted ground,”
breathing its potent, deadly atmosphere.
The sensation is pleasant ; we do not like to
be disturbed. Like the sluggard, we mur-
mur, “Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a
little folding of the hands to sleep ;” and the
time passes, the morning dawns, the Sun of
Righteousness rises in all his glory, and we
awake to find ourselves shut out. “ So shall
thy poverty come as one that traveleth ; and
thy want as an armed wman.” Prov. 24:
33, 34.

It matters not what great professions we
may make, nor how much we may desire to
do, if we make no effort ourselves. * The
soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath noth-
ing.” (See also Matt. 21 :28-31.)

The curses, not the promises, belong to the
idler.  “Curse yo Meroz, said the angel of
the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants
thereof ; because they came not to the help
of the Lord to the help of the Lord against
the mighty.” Judges 5:23, The divine in-
junction is, “Go labor in my vineyard.”
And the plaudit that will greet the faithful
laborer at the end will be, *“ Well done.”

God accepts no half-hearted service. What
we can do just as well as not does not show
any love or devotion to Him who hath loved
ug, and given himself for us.  Yet we drift
along day by day as though we believed that
all God requires of us is to work for him
in our “gpare time,” when it does not inter-
fere with other affairs. It was a sacrifice for
our Lord to leave Heaven—to suffer and die,
and those that are gathered when he comes
will be those who have made a covenant with
him by sacrifice. Ps. 50 :5, God has given
us talents and means to use in his service,
and he will require his own with usury.
May we awake to our true condition, put on
more of the spirit of Christ, and render to
him the service due.
found domg his work,

Mirroxn C. WILCOX

THE OLD SCOTCHMAN'S PRAYER.

I was pleased the other day with a story
which an aged Scotch minister told me about
an old Scotchman, who, many years ago, was
on his way to a meeting of the people of God
held in a tent, or some such temporary struct-
ure.

The old pilgrim was poor and ill clad, and
partly deaf; but he trusted in the Lord whom
he sorved, and rejoiced in his kind provi-
dence. On his way to the meeting he fell in
with another Christian brother, a younger
man bound on the same errand, and they
traveled on together.

‘When they had nearly reached the place of
meeting, it was proposed that they should
turn aside behind the hedge, and have a lit-
tle praying before they entered the meeting,
They did so, and the old man, who had
learned in everything to let his requests be
nmade known unto God, presented his cage in
language like the following :—

““Lord, ye ken weel enough that I'm deaf,
and I want a seat on the first bench if ye can
let me haveit, so that I can hear thy word,
And ye see that my toes are sticking through
my shoes, and I don’t think it is much to
your credit to have your children’s toes stick-
ing through their shoes, and therefore I want
ye to get me a pair of new ones, And ye ken
I have nae siller, and I want to stay there
during the meeting, and therefore I want you
to. get me a place to stay.”

‘When the old man had finished his quaint
petition, and they had started on, his younger
brother gently suggested to him that he
thought his prayer was rather free in its
forms of expression, and hardly as reverential
s seemed proper to him in approaching the
Supreme Being. But the old man did not ac,
cept the 1mputatmn of irreverence.

“He’s my Father,” said he, “and T'm weel

1
st

Brethren, let us be:

acquainted with him, and he's weel ac
quainted with me, and I take great liberties
with him.” So they went on to the meeting
together. The old man stood for a while in
the rear of the congregation, making an ear-
trumpet of his hand to catch words, until
some one near the pulpit noticed him, and
beckoning him forward gave him a good seat
upon the front bench. During the prayer the
old man knelt down, and after he arose, a
lady who had noticed his shoes said to him,
‘ Are those the best shoes you have?”

“Yes,” said he, “but I expect my Father
will get me a new pair very soon.”

“Come with me after the meeting,” said
the lady, “and I will get you a new pair.”

The service closed, and he went with her
to her house.

“Shall you stay during the meeting?”’ said
the good woman as they went along,

“I would, but I'm a stranger in the place,
and have nae siller.”

“Well,” said she, “you will be perfectly
welcome to make your home at our house dur-
ing the meeting.”

The old man thanked the Lord that he
had given him all the three things he had
agked for; and, while the younger brother’s
reverence for the Lord was right and proper,
it is possible that he might have learned that
there is a reverence that reaches higher than
the forms and conventionalities of human
taste, and which leads the believer to come
boldly to the throne of grace to find all
needed help in every trying hour.—DBapéist
Weekly.

WRESTING THE SCRIPTURES.’

“For I determined not to know anything

among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cru-
cified.” 1 Cor. 2:2.

After the third angel's message, bearing
upon its front the Sabbath reform, has been
given in a new place, and the minister has
left for a new field of labor, the opposing ele-
ment often follows with a disecourse from
the above text, which is made to convey the
impression that all doctrinal or prophetic
Scripture not bearing directly upon the points
in question is excluded, as unworthy of at-
tention,

But we ask, Did Paul, by this short para-
graph, certify his intention to confine his
preaching to the narrow limits which these
opposers of the truth have circumscribed for
him? We think not, if his declarations in
Rom. 16:25, 26, and elsewhere, are of any
force. ‘“ Now to him that is of power to es-
tablish you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery, which was kept se-
oret since the world began, but now is made
manifest, and by the Scriptures of the proph-
ets, according to the commandment of the
everla.st;mo Grod made known to all natlons
for the obedlence of faith.”

In Rom. 15 : 4, Paul declares the Scriptures

to have been written for our learning ; andin
verse 14 of the same chapter he commends
his brethren for the extent of their knowledge
of these things.
, Again, the great apostle commends Timo-
thy for his thorough knowledge of the Seript-
ures, and comma.nds him, by the wmost sol-
emn injunction, to preach the word.” At
another time we find him, Sabbath after Sab-
bath, reasoning with both Jews and Gentiles
from the Holy Scriptures.

On the subjects of the Second Advent and
the Judgment, Paul is very explicit in many
of his epistles. When he visited Athens, a
sister city of Corinth, he reasoned of right-
gousness and a Judgment to come, in terms
that moved the city.

Is it possible that the great apostle to the
Gentiles would leave a Christian church
which he had bzen instrumental in raising
up, in profound ignorance of some of the
most important and solemn doctrines of the
Bible? TLet modern divines who oppose the
truth affirm this if they will; but we invite
gvery candid reader to search the Seriptures
for himself, and especially to study Paul’s
epistles, and we believe he will not fail to dis-
cover the obvious meaning of the text. The
subjects of Christ’s life, death, burial, and
resurrection are as broad as the field covered
by Bible truth; and the frown of Heaven
will doubtless rest upon those Who, from self-
ish motives, limit their application.

A. SymiTH.

DON'T READ THIS. 7

CausEUR knows that he will deserve and
win the thanks of all managing editors if he
can but impress these few simple rules upon
the minds of those who write occasionally
for the press :—

1. Write upon one side of the leaf only.
Why? Because it is often necessary to cut
the pages into “takes” for the compositors,

and this cannot be done when both sides are
written upon,

2. Write clearly and distinctly, being par-
ticularly careful in the matter of proper
names and words from foreign languages.
Why? Because you have no right to ask
either editor or compositor to waste his time
puzzling out the results of your selfish care-
lessness.

3. Don’t write in a mlcroscoplc hand.
Why?  Because the compositor has to read
it across his case, at a distance of nearly
two feet. Also, because the editor often
wants to make additions and other changes.

4. Don’t begin at the very top of the
first page. Why? Because, if you have
written a head for your article, the editor .
will probably want to change it, and if you
have not—which is the better way—he must
write one. Besides, he wants room in which
to write his instructions to the printer as to
the type to be used, where and when the
proof is to be sent, etc,

5 Never roll your manuscript. Why?
Because it has a tendency to madden and ex-
asperate every one who touches it—editor,
compositor, and proof-reader.

6. Be brief. Why? Because people do
not read long stories. The number of read-
ers which any two articles have is inversely
proportioned to the square of their respectwe
lengths. That is, a half-column article is
read by four times as many people as one of
double that length.

7. Have the fear of the waste basket
constantly and steadily before your eyes.
Why? Because it will save you a vast
amount of useless labor, to say nothing of
paper and postage.

8. Always write your full name and ad-
dress plainly at the end of your letter. Why ?
Because it will often happen that the editor
will want to communicate with you, and be-
cause he needs to know the writer's name as

a guarantee of good fajth. If you use a pseu-
donym or initials, write your own name and
address below it. It will never be divulged.

9. “These precepts in thy memory keep,”
and, for fear you might forget them, cut
them out and put them where you can read-
ily run through them when tempted to spill
innocent ink.

Causeur’s word for it, those who heed
these rules will be beloved and favored in
every, editorial sinctum,——DBoston Tramscript,

© OQuy Caskel.

<A little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts
and almonds.”” Gen. 43:11. .

Be anxious, when you relate anything, to
tell it just as it occurred. Never vary in the
least degree.

Goop thoughts, like rose-leaves, give outb a
sweet smell if laid up in the jar of memory.
—Spurgeon,

Improve each day as if
Indo-

BE industrious,
you expected to die on the morrow.
lence, debt, and disease are brothers.

Hr wished his manuseript returned,
But failed in time to ask it,
And felt indignant when he learned
It bad climbed the golden basket.
— Court Journal.

Axary feelings in a teacher beget anger
in a pupil, and if they are repeated day after
day they will at last rise to obstinacy, to in-
corrigibleness. .

THE man or woman whom excessive cau-
tion holds back from striking the anvil with
earnest endeavor, is poor and cowardly of
purpose,

THE first institution vouchsafed to our race
was the Sabbath, the next marriage. So
give your first thought to Heaven, the next
to your wife.

Tue tendency to merge the universe and
man in God, to make all things Deity and
Deity all things, is the peculiar pantheism of
the present day.

You can never catch the word that has
once gone out of your lips ; therefore, take care

what you say. Never speak an unkind word,
an impure word, a profane word.

Mz. SpurcEON is reported to have said that

the manner of soms clergymen in addressing
the young made him think they must have
understood the Lord to say, “ Feed my cam-
elopards,” rather than “ Feed my lambs,” and
the hit was a capital one,

Two of the most precious things on this
side of the grave are reputation and life,
And yet, strange to tell, the most contempti-
ble whisper may deprlve us of the first; and
the weakest weapon of the second. Be more
anxious, therefore, to deserve a good name
than to posgess it.
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INFATUATION.

In reference to the Sunday movement in Lou-
isville, Ky., a notice of which we gave in Rx-
view No. 8, the Christian Statesman of Feb. 20
82yS i—

““We cannot but think this argument would
have been stronger if the Scriptural term—the
Sabbath, or the Loxd’s day—had been employed
to designate the day of rest.”

The terms Sabbath and Lord’s day are indeed
Scriptural terms for the true day of rest, God’s
day, the seventh day of the week. But they
are not Scriptural terms to designate the first day
of the week, which the Statesman has in mind.
And the Statesman well knows this. It knows
that the Scriptures nowhere, and in no single
instance, call Sunday the Sabbath. It knows
also that the Lord has in no sense whatever
ever claimed the first day of the week as his,
and hence that it cannot in any Scriptural sense
be called the Lord’s day. And yet it has the
audacity to talk about ‘“ Sabbath ” and * Lord’s
day ” as Seriptural terms for the first day of the
week. Again ib says :—

¢ Its positions, moreover, are greatly weakened
by the attempt to sustain and vindicate the
Sabbath law of the State, without respect o the
authority of God, and purely on physiological
and social grounds.”

What the Statesman calls the ¢ Sabbath law
of the State” is simply the civil law for the first
day of the week ; and this it calls weak withous
the authority of God; but here it also well
knows that there is no ¢ authority of God” in
its behalf. Where is the divine law, command,
injunetion, or direction, for regarding the first
day of the week as the Sabbath? It does not
exist, and no man is reckless enough to claim it.
Yet they tacitly assume it, and speak and act
as though it did exist, The fact is, the great
weakness of the Sunday cause is, that it has no
““authority of God” to support it; and its,
friends know and feel it. What, then, shall be
done? As they seem determined to cling to
the groundless institution, without regard to evi-
dence, they can do no better than to assume the
needed authority with the anxious hope that the
ruse will succeed. But that artifice is too thin
to conceal the inherent weakness of the argu-
ment ; and none will be taken by it but those
who want to be—those who, as the prophet says,
““love to have it s0.”

"

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 'V

‘Dors the pronoun ‘ him,” in the expression ““even
him,”” 1n 2 Thess. 2 :9, refer to ¢ that wicked,” or to
the Lord? As these are supplied words, should they’
be left out altogether? C A W.

Ans. They should be left out altogether.
The words ‘“whose coming,” in verse 9, refer
to the coming of Christ. A strictly literal word
for word translation of verses 8 and 9 would be,
‘“ And then shall be revealed the lawless one
whom the Lord shall consume by the spirit of

the mouth of him, and shall destroy by the |

brightness of the personal presence of him
[verse 9] of whom the personal presence is at
the time of the working of Satan,” &c.

In reference to the query on Gen. 6:6, we
would say that the expressions, ‘‘it repented
the Liord,” and ““it grieved him at his heart,”
can denote no more than that the Lord finds it
necessary to change his purpose because his
original design is not carried out. So far from
these expressions proving God to be a fickle,
changeable being, as the infidel claims, they are
the very evidence that he is not such a being.
If it had not repented him that he had made
man, and if it had not repented him that he
had made Saul king, then the infidel might have
claimed with some reason that God is a change-
able being. For, from the very beginning, God’s
revealed principle of action has been to uphold
and sustain the obedient, and to cast off and de-
stroy the disobedient. Thus: ‘At what in-
stant I shall speak concerning a nation, and con-

cerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull
down, and to destroy it ; if that nation against

whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil,

I will repent of the evil that I thought to do

unto them, And at what instant I shall speak

concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom,

to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my

sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will re-

pent of the good wherewith I s8id.I would ben-.

efit them.” Jer. 18 :7-10.
God made man upright, and designed, on con-

dition of his continuing so, to sustain and sup-
port him; but man had so utterly apostatized in
the days of Noah that only eight righteous per-
sons could be found ; now according to the un-
varying principle on which God acts, he must
“ pull down and destroy ” the race, because they
had done evil and obeyed not his voice. Hence
it is said that it repented him that he had made
man. But if God, notwithstanding man’s apos-
tasy and rebellion and continual insult to his
throne, had decided to change his principle of
action, and pay no attention to man’s rebellion,
but still let him live, sustaining him by his
power and bounty, then he would have shown
himself either a weak or a changeable being ; he
would have aided and abetted rebellion against
his own throne ; he would (if for the sake of
the argument we may be allowed the irreverent
expression) have shown himself unworthy to be
the ruler of the universe.

Just so in the case of Saul. The principles
of God’s actions are undeviating and inexorable ;
but man, by a change of action on his part,
brings himself into a different relation to God,
and a different attitude before him, for the very
reason that God does not change, as man
changes. This is the only kind of repentance
that exists on God’s part.

“PREMILLENNIAL ADVENT OF
CHRIST.”

UnpEer this heading, a writer in the Evangel-
ical Messenger expresses surprise that leading
and popular ministers, from the Episcopalians,
Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists, should
take a part in the Prophetic Conference at New
York, since, as he says, “Judging from the
speeches and addresses delivered at the confer-
ence, the view of the second coming of Christ
set forth is essentially the same as that advo-
cated by Second Adventists, the followers of
Miller.” Of the fact that Adventists were not
represented in the conference he says, ‘“ While
it gives greater weight to the influence of the
conference among other Christian bodies, it will
give Adventists a better opportunity to make

1 capital out of the fact and transactions of the

conference, of which they will not fail to make
use.”

He says, “ The utter failure of the predictions
from the prophetic ‘ key,” which it was thought
had been discovered by Wm. Miller, in 1843,
and again in 1854, rclieved the public mind
from all its anti-scriptural strain, but not from
all it evil effects.” By the  prophetic key” I
suppose he means the key to the prophetic peri-
ods of time. Hag the year-day theory of com-
putation really failed? Does the fact that Ad-
ventists were wrong in expecting the coming of
Christ in 1843 or 1844 prove that the period
of 2300 days, upon which they had based that
hope, cannot be computed, and, consequently, is
of no use and might better have been left out
of the Bible? It proves no such thing. The
key of interpretation of the prophetic perieds,
has been demonstrated. It has not failed.
The 2300 days ended in the past. No one
now opposes this fact. Christ did not come, but
the computation holds good. The time of his
coming is unknown, because it is unrevealed.

'But still the word of God is of use to those who

will use it. The giving of the period which
should reach to the time of the cleansing of the
sanctuary, has not proved an utter failure.
Wm. Miller had no part in the movement of
1854, for he was dead years before that. That
movement was a demonstration of the folly of
men, and was a confirmation of the original po-
gition on dates.

The writer's objection to receiving the views of
the Prophetic Conference is that ‘‘the whole
matter rests on prophecy ;”’ that *¢ the divine ut-

-terances on the subject are not very clear ; and

that therefore the conclusions arrived at must be

‘tegarded as human deductions from mysterious

‘“sacred utterances.” What a pity that ‘‘sa-
cred utterances” on so important a subject
should be so mysterious, so wanting in clear-
ness ! Cannot the writer see that he makes the
¢ utter failure” of which he speaks a failure on
the part of the Divine Being to foretell with
clearness the things which he manifestly at-
tempted to foretell ?

But our friend finds much difficulty from the
fact that ‘¢ there are different comings of Christ
spoken of.” He says, ‘The difficulty is to find
to which coming a passage refers.” There can
be but one second coming of Christ; and this
was yet future when the apostle said to the He-
brews about A. ». 64, “ So Christ was once of-
fered to bear the sins of many ; and unto them

that look for him shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation.” Heb. 9:28. This
evidently is not his coming to his disciples, be-

fore they had *“ gone over the cities of Israel.”
In regard to the assurance expressed in Matt.
24 :34,—* Verily I say unto you, This genera-
tion shall not pass, till all these things be ful-
filled,” we say, No one has yet seen ‘the Son of
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory,” and therefore ¢¢this genera-
tion” does not allude to the generation then
present, but to the generation described as ex-
isting at the time when the predicted signs in
the sun, moon, and stars should have been ful-
filled, and thus become matters of historic fact,
as it is at the present day. Neither the given
signs, nor the coming of the Son of man in the
clouds of heaven, were seen by the generation
then living, hence the Saviour spoke of a gener-
ation then future, or his asseveration, made em-
phatic with a ¢‘ verily,” has failed of fulfillment.
For a Christian to place the blessed Saviour in
such a light, rather than to believe what he
plainly says, is the best aid and comfort to infi-
delity that he can possibly give.

Again our writer says, ‘ When Christ says,
¢ There are some standing here which shall not
taste of death till they see the Son of man com-
ing in his kingdom,” Matt. 16 :28, it appears
from what followed that he referred simply to
his transfiguration.” To this we only reply,
Amen!

‘Woe fail to see how Peter ‘“spoiled one of the
finest prophetic utterances for premillenarians,
by applying Joel 2:28-32, to the scenes of
Pentecost.” On that day was a remarkable be-
ginning of the fulfillment of that prophecy ; but
that there was a complete fulfillment of Joel 2:
28-32 on that day, is not sustained by the facts
as stated in Acts 2 ; and to make its entire ful-
fillment at that time, is about equivalent to say-
ing that the last days are all 1800 years in the
past. i

Our friend further says, ‘‘In the year 66,
Peter found scoffers ridiculing Christians for
the failure of their predictions, saying, ¢ Where
is the promise of his coming?’” Not exactly
s0, my friend. The apostle simply said that
““there shall come in the last days scoffers,”
mocking, and taunting believers with the failure
of their expectation with the question, * Where
is the promise of his coming?” It is possible
that we are in the last days ; and there are now
two sides to the adveunt question, premillennial
and postmillennial. On which side are the
scoffers more liable to be found ? All can see
at a glance. And though believers may have
been tried with hope deferred, they will still
hold on to the promise: ‘‘ But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night.”

Is it not strange that men of mind will, in
contradiction of the plainest testimonies of
Scripture, and all its warnings to watch against
a surprise in the day of Christ’s coming, delib-
erately place themselves on that side of the
question which will insure a surprise, should he
comne in their day ! ¢¢The Lord of that servant
shall come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,
and shall cut him ssunder, and appoint him
his portion with the hypocrites.” The danger
is not on the side of those who are looking for
his coming,.

The chief error of the Prophetic Conference,
as we view it, is that they claimed that the com.
ing of Christ is imminent, without appealing to
signs fulfilled and warnings given, which are so
clearly promised in the word of God. All that
is promiged in prophecy to precede that day will
certainly be fulfilled. Signs in the sun, moon,
and stars were promised, and on earth distress
of nations and perplexity. See Luke 21 :25.
Warnings also of the approach of that great and
terrible day are promised to the inhabitants of
the earth. See Joel 2:1, and Rev. 14 :6-12.
“ That day shall not come,” till these signs and
warnings have been given. Consequently, no
one can seripturally claim that Christ may come
at any moment, unless he can point to the fact
that these warnings have been proclaimed to
earth’s inhabitants.

There is a people who believe they see and
hear the last message, that of Rev. 14:9-12,
going abroad to the nations of the earth.
Throughout these United States, from the As-
lantic to the Pacific, and in nearly all the coun-
tries of Europe, also in Egypt and in the isles
of the great ocean, there are people who beliove
that they have heard this last warning, and are
aiding in the work of publishing it to others in
the regions beyond. Let all do as did the noble
Bereans,—receive the word with readiness, and
search the Scriptures daily, whether these things
are s0. The bare possibility that this is divine
truth is enough to awaken the deepest interest.

All should hear when the Lord speaks.
R. F. CorrRELL,

A REMARKABLE MISSIONARY 1
WORKER.

1 HAVE recently visited Abram Clymer of
Bluffton, Allen Co., Ohio, who, though con-
fined to his bed, is yet an active missionary
worker. He is fifty-nine years of age, and has
been an invalid for twenty years. For ten
years he has not been out of the room where I
vigited him, He has lain upon his back for
five years, unable to move any part of his body
except his head, shoulders and arms. He cannot
so much as turn from one side to the other. His
hip-bones are out of joint, and both his limbs
are entirely helpless. He has contrived vari-
ous ways to ease his sufferings, which are very
great.

By the means of a pulley at the head of his
bed he can lower and shut the window at his
will, and thus ventilate his room. Just over
his head is a lamp, which he can reach and
light, and he is thus enabled to read and write.
By the side of his bed he has, within his reach,
pen and ink, writing materials, a knife, and
other useful articles, papers, books, tracts, and
the like. On one side of the bed hangs the ten
commandments, on the other The Way of Life
and other appropriate religious pictures.

His whole soul is indeed swallowed up in the
love of the Lord and his truth. This is his
constant theme and study. He takes and reads
all our papers and books. He talks about the
present truth to all who come in, and loans or
sells them reading matter. Besides this, he has
an extensive correspondence, and sends off a large
number of papers and tracts to all parts of the
country. Among other items, his report for
the last quarter shows that he has obtained one
subscriber for the Signs, given away twenty
Annuals, distributed thirty-two periodicals,
given away 1,230 pages of tracts, and loaned
6,329 pages. This is only a part of his mis-
sionary work for the last three months, -

Bro. Clymer is cheerful and contented, and
really appears to enjoy life. This remarkable
case should teach us some lessons. 1. 1t shows
what a man can do in the work of the Lord
under the most adverse circumstances, when his
heart is in it. 'Will not such cases as this con-
demn others who have ten times the opportu-
nity to work, and do not do a tenth as mmuch?
2. Tt shows us that worldly prosperity, health,
and strength are not necessary to contentment
and happiness. Bro. Clymer is really much
more contented and happy than many others
who have good health and all the comforts of
life. If we are inclined to murmur at any
circumstances we may be in, such cases should
“teach us thankfulness to God for the blessings
we have. D. M. CanricarT,

i
LOOKING FORWARD. o

NorTwITHSTANDING we are now shivering with
the piercing cold of winter, the fast-flying mo-
ments bear us on toward our tent season. Mil-
itary prudence “and foresight have an adage,
“1In time of peace, prepare for war.” And why
may we uot, at this early date, say a word about
tent labor for 1879 ¢

These questions revolve in my mind : How
many tents will run in Vermont the ensuing
season?! Who will go with them te labor, with
hearts filled with love and anxiety, for perish-
ing souls? In this great and all-important
work, shall we depend upon our own feeble
help? or may we look to the General Confer-
ence for a strong and experienced man for the
term of one or two years? ‘‘Run, speak to
this young man,” has been ringing in my ears
for days. And while I speak to this young
man, I would also speak to that one.

Of late, the prospect for laborers in our State
has brightened, and we have thanked God, and
taken courage. A few of our young men are at
the College in Battle Creek, studying with a
view to consecrating their time and strength to
the service of God. One brother has been there
about one year. It has been the mind of him-
self and companion to return to their native
State, and, in some branch, engage in. the work
of the Lord. Another brother is there, who,
for his first effort, rendered good service with
the tent last season. Hoping for his return, we
have located him in our minds with one of the
Vermont tents for 1879, With the spirit of
consecration and the help of holy angels, he
may win souls to the Saviour,

But a sound comes from the sunny West, tell-
ing us that these brethren are urged to labor in
some of the strongest Conferences among 8. D.
Adventists, As we have thought of that young
man, associate, or acquaintance, who would lead
these young men from our poor and feeble Con-
ference, we have reflected : Oh! for some Na-
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than to utter a parable to those who have
f¢flocks and herds many.” '

As these brethren have, perhaps, no especial
local interest to call them back, they may leave
us, but I doubt it. ’ S

« To study self is earnest work,
And poise the scale with care; )
And weigh the motive for each work
That we’re achieving here.”

In view of the great number of Vermonters
found in the Western States, a certain politician
once said, ‘‘ Vermont is a good State to be born-
in, but the people soon emigrate from it.” This
we have found to be true with respect to our
ministers, especially if men of talent and use-
fulness.

Every one acquainted with the facts, knows
that for the last twenty years or more there has
been a heavy tide of emigration of Sabbath-
keepers from our State westward, bearing away
strong men and means; while there hag not
been a large accession of numbers to our
churches,

The last time Eld. James White was in Ver-
mont, in speaking of some of the Western States

he remarked : ¢“I shake hands with more Ver-
" monters there than persons from any other
State.” And still the sound ig, *‘ gone West,”
and “ going West.” :

True, the great cause is a unit wherever the
message of the third angel sounds. Truth is
the same, and fully received into the heart and
reduced to practice, it, produces similar. changes
in thought and action, and is fitting up a geo‘pl_é
everywhere for translation into the everlasting
kingdom. We would not cherish selfishness,
nor give countenance to that spirit that would
do nothing for the support of the cause unless
the truth can be preached at our own doors.
Still, the success attending tent-labors in our
State last year, justifies the conclusion that with
sufficient help something may be done to gat}xér
gouls here. Our ples is for Vermont. And
may we, as churches and .individuals, be saved
from apostasy, and then work ag we should, and
the cause of truth will arise.  Yes, it will.

A, 8. Hurcains,

Feb. 28, 1879. o

”l;‘i .
GOING TO LAW BEFORE UN-
BELIEVERS. o

Pavz, writing by inspiration, reproves t}ioée
of the church who are inclined to go to law with
each other before unbelievers, and teaches that
the saints shall judge the world and angels (evi-
dently referring to fallen angels), and that if
they are to do this, they are competent to judge
in matters of differences and dissatisfaction be-
tween brethren. . 1Cor. 6:1-4. And to shame
those who are guilty of pursuing such a course,
he tells them to select the least in the chureh to
settle their difficulties.

The judgment of the humblest of God’s chil-
dren, who has the law of God in his heart and
practically carries it out in hislife, is of more
value in settling difficulties arising from deal-
ings between brethren than that of the ablest
lawyer who has not the law of God at heart, nor
that true sense of justice and that unwavering
purpose for the right which are derived from the
fear of the Lord, a knowledge of his commang-
ments, and a change of heart by the power ¢f
divine grace. .

Young converts should be taught that they
cannot be approved in going to law with, their
brethren in the church, bnd that they should go
to law with unbelievers only when such a
course is unavoidable. They should also. be
taught the urgent necessity of consulting with
those who are appointed to give advice in diffi-
culties arising in the church, or with which "the
church is connected. ) _—

*Such measures are in accordance with church
discipline under the new covenant, as well as
with church regulations under ‘the Jewish econ-
omy. Bze. 18, etc. By prudence 'in éuéh
matters, calamities and great losses will he
avoided, and the cause of God will be saved

from the disgrace that would otherwise come
upon it. D. T. BourpEeAy.

THE CURSE OF THE LAW. °

At Newfane, N. Y., it was my privilege re-
cently to hear our beloved brother, Eld. J. N.
Andrews, speak of our blessed Redeemer as bear-
ing the curse of the law of God for us; and
though the thought was not new, yet it seemad
to be set forth in a new and striking light. * Shall
I attempt to give an outline of the view ? .

In 1 Cor. 2:2, the apostle said he determined
to know, or to make known, nothing among tle
Corinthians “‘ save Jesus Chirigt, and him' crugi-
fied.” He not only preached Jesus Christ, but
he emphasized his preaching of Christ by thio

fact that he was crucified, as if there was an im-
portance in that peculiar form of death. There
are various ways of inflicting the death penalty,
by stoning, by beheading, by poisoning, etc., etc.;
but a peculiar manner of death was the lot of

_{ Him who would die a sacrifice for man’s trans-
_gressions, and thus redeem him from the curse

of the law.

As recorded in John 12:32, 33, Jesus said,
“And 1, if T be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying
what death he should die.” See also chap. 18:31,
32. If the Jews were to put Jesus to death ac-
cording to their law, they would stone him ; but
if Pilate, a Roman governor, were to order his
execution, crucifixion would be the mode of
death. Why must Christ die in this peculiar
manner ! Because he must bear the curse that
is due to the sinner for his transgressions of the
law of God.

Tt is written,” said the apostle, ¢* Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do
them.” Gal. 3:10. And in verse 13 he says,
¢ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us; for it is writ-
ten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”

Behold the Son of God condescending to leave
Heaven and voluntarily receiving in his own
person the curse that was due alone to the trans-
gressor of God’s law. He acknowledged that
law to be holy, just, and good. But when the
full weight of the curse was felt, in the with-
drawal of his Father’s face, he cries in agony,
¢ My God, my God, why hast thouforsaken me?”

Now the sinner may return to God and be
saved. By repentance toward God, and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, he may be delivered from
the curse which is justly his due ; and by patient
continuance in well-doing, seeking for glory, and
honor, and immortality, he may gain eternal life,
instead of receiving the wages of sin, which is
death., He is redeemed, or bought back from
the curse of the law, if he will accept of the re-
demption, which has cost so much, on the con-
ditions of the gospel.

But if he refuses or neglects this great salva-
tion, not complying with the given terms, the
curse still rests upon him; and if he would know
the meaning and terribleness of that curse, let
him contemplate the scene of Calvary, the cruel
eross, and the untold agony which wrung from
the heart and lips of the Son of God the heart-
rending cry, “ My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” If such was the woe that fell
upon the innocent Jesus when he had taken the
place of sinful man, what wailing, and sorrow,
and unavailing woe, will be the portion of those
who have trodden under foot the Son of God,
slighted his offered pardon, and received at last
in their own person the full weight of the curse

H

of God and his violated law, which is justly |

their due. To their other sins they have added
that of slighting the salvation so freely offered
through the blood and agony of the pure and
holy Son of God. Think op these things, and
accept this Saviour while yet you may.

R. F. CorrRELL.

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

I§ IT ONE-TENTH OF THE INCREASE, OR ONE-

TENTH OF THE INCOME ?

It being a recognized truth among us that the
tithing system is approved of God under all dis-
pensations (Gen. 14 :20; 28:20-22; Mal. 3:8-
10; Matt. 23 : 23), it is highly important that it
be understood in the light of a proper answer to
the above question.

It it be only one-tenth of our increase that we
are expected to give to the Lord, then most as-
suredly a large proportion of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists are wholly released from the duty of
giving for the support of God’s cause ; for many
among us will say that their property does not
increase. And if men are disposed to be self-
ish, and to serve themselves before giving to the
Lord, they can very easily find ways to spend
their means in meeting their own wants, whether
real or'of a different character, and shut God’s
claims completely out of the question.

Although there are noble souls, who would
not under any circumstances knowingly set aside
God’s just claims, nor deprive him of his just
dues, yet this is not the general rule. Selfish-
ness rules to 'a greater or less extent in the
hearts of men, The first duty enjoined upon us
in becoming the followers of Christ is self-de-
nial ; and after we have enlisted in the cause of
the dear Saviour, who has sacrificed so much to
save ug, we are called upon to die daily.

It would therefore seem consistent for a wise
God, knowing the selfish tendency of the human
heart, to recommend a plan of finance to sustain
his cause, which, while not forcing men to give
of their means, would, nevertheless, put before

1)():‘

them a just and reasonable duty in such a form
as to lead them to deny themselves and give
God the first place in their affections, from the
standpoint of their eternal interests.

Now we fail to see in the idea of simply giv-
ing one-tenth of our increase, and meeting the
wants of God’s cause after meeting our own
wants, real or supposed, a plan that would be of
a character to bring about these desired results.
This plan would tend to strengthen selfishness
instead of subduing it. Tt is not the Bible plan,
which encourages a spirit of sacrifice, leads us
out of selfishness, and invites us o love God and
our fellow-beings, and to give unto God, from
whom we receive life and all its blessings, and a
right to eternal life, purchased at so great a sac-
rifice, one-tenth of our income.

As the tithing system is as necessary in this
age as it was under the patriarchal and Jewish
dispensations, Christ indorses it under the new
covenant, which he was to confirm. Dan. 9 :27.
Speaking of tithing, he says that it ought not to
be left undone. Matt. 23 : 23.

This agrees with the prophecy of Malachi,
chap. 3 :1: ¢“Behold, I will send my messenger,
and he shall prepare the way before me; and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to
his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in,” ete.

Here are two messengers, the first of whom
prepares the way for the latter, the latter being
‘“ the messenger of the covenant,” the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was to confirm the new cov-
epant. Dan. 9:27. Inthe day of the coming
of the Lord a refining and purifying work goes
on among the people. The people are required
to return unto the Lord by ceasing to rob God
in tithes and offerings, and by bringing all the
tithes into the store-house and proving the Lord
therewith, to see if he will not open unto them
the windows of heaven, and pour them out a
blessing that there will not be room enough to
receive it. Verses 7-10,

All must admit that this contemplates at least
the first advent of Christ and the preparatory
work to meef it. But why such remonstrances
from the Lord for the people at that time, for
neglecting the tithing system, if that system was
t0 ceaso by the introduction of the new covenant?

But this scripture must have a broader appli-
cation, and embrace the experience of God’s
people just prior to ‘‘the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord” spoken of in the
next chapter, verse 5. The two comings of
Christ being in many respects parallel events,
certain prophecies’ contemplate them both, as in
the case before us, and can have but a typical
fulfillment at the first advent.

The new covenant was sealed and closed up
at Christ’s death (Heb. 9 :17), after which noth-
ing is added to it (Gal. 3: 15) whether in the
ghape of moral law or of entirely new gospel or-
dinances or precepts. Hven the deaconship
mentioned by the apostles commenced in Judah;
and the rulers in the Christian church are the
carrying out of those that Christ started, and an-
swer to rulers appointed under the old dispen-
sation to teach and to settle difficulties. It is
the same in principle, the same necessity exist-
ing. Kven the gifts of the Spirit were started
by the Saviour, who also established the church
ordinances. The plan was all devised before the
death of Christ. N i

Therefore, we say justly that the apostles not
only had no right to change the Sabbath after the
crucifixion, but when Paul enjoins a system of fi-
nance among the Gentiles for thie support of the
ministry by saying, ‘ Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay by him in store as
God hath prospered him ” (1 Cor. 16 : 1-3), that
plan embraces the great principles and duties
of the tithing system. Indeed it must, fully
explained, be a weekly remainder of that sys-
tem, to secure its holy fruits for the furtherance
of the work of instructing and saving men.

This being the case, if the Bible plan of giv-
ing related merely to our increase and not to
our income, how could Paul say, ¢ Let every
one of you lay by him ;” for it appears that the
very ones upon whom he enjoins this duty were
generally exceedingly poor (2 Cor. 8:2), and
could not boast of increase.’

The idea that systematic benevolence relates
simply to our increase from the standpoint of
what we possess, would exclude, as an incentive
to sacrifice for God, the example of the widow
who gave in her two mites, and would kill the
spirit of sacrifice ; for a sacrifice does not in-
crease, but consuines.

If the rich were to give only one-tenth of
their increase, they would be constantly adding
to their earthly treasures, would not be laying
up for themselves treasures in Heaven according
a8 God has prospered them, but would be bury-
ing up their talent in the earth, to be repulsed

when the work winds up and their means are
not needed, with, ‘ Go to now, ye rich men,
weep and howl for your miseries that shall come
upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver
is cankered, and the rust of them shall be'a wit-
ness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it
were fire, Ye have heaped treasure together
for [Greek, 1¥] the last days.” James b :1-3.
Such will then cast their means far from them,
to pass away in the burning day. Thank God,
we can avoid making this terrible mistake.

I will close this article by meeting a very com-
mon objection, which is, *“ I must first pay my
debts.” Do we owe nothing to God? Has he
not had claims upon us since we have been able
t0 do for his cause ! While we render to man
the things that are his, should we not also ren-
der t0 God the things that are God’s ?

But some will say, What will I do in case I
barely have enough to half meet my indebted-
ness to men? To which we reply, What would.
you do in case you were indebted to two men,
and they both equally needed what you owed

them, and you had but enough to pay one of
them? If you had one man’s money enough to

pay the other man, you would have no right to
use it for that purpose, would you? The tithe
is God’s, not ours, and he calls for its prompt pay-
ment to him, and we have no right to use it for
any other purpose. D. T. Bourpgav.
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ENCOURAGING WORDS.

THE V. M. society at Allen’s Corner, Me.,
still receives words of cheer. The Signs of the
Times, as it goes forth weekly, laden with truth
and accompanied with prayer, is opening fields
of labor for living messengers. Minds are in-
vestigating, and hearts are being melted to ten-
derness,

Soon, very soon, the last paper will be printed,
folded, and sent forth ; the last V. M. meeting
will be held, the last letter written, the last
prayer offered, and the last sacrifice made. Do
we realize this ?

Soon, very soon, the golden sheaves will be
garnered, the glittering crowns distributed, and
the weary laborers find rest. Do we realize

this ¢
O sisters, toil on, faint not.

not long. The reward is sure.
word stands steadfast.

The following extracts from letters received
show the power of the truth and the workings.
of the Spirit of God upon the hearts of men.

A lady in Maine writes : ‘“ We cannot thank
you enough for showing us the truth. We can
take one of the papers you send us and our Bi-
ble, and learn glorious things. We are looked
down upon because we keep the Sabbath, but
we are striving for something brighter than the
smiles of the people.”

Another lady writes : ¢“ The papers you have.
been sending I prize very highly. I desire more-
reading matter of the same character.”

A gentleman writes : ‘I have read the Signs.
of the T'imes with much satisfaction. Itinstructs.
and elevates the mind of man and imparts unto
him divine wisdem. It is a sunbeam that com-
oth from the throne of imperishable truth. I
shall accept the reading matter you semnd, as
coming from God. Peradventure, God may
bless the seed, and harvest the fruit thereof
into the glorious rest eternal.” ’

Although these words come from the pens of
strangers, yet they touch tender chords, and
awalken the sympathies of the heart. We feel
for the writers, we pray for them, and God
grant that we may one day meet them where wé

shall “ know as we are known,”
Eriza H. MorToN,

The journey is
The King's

Allen’s Corner, Me.

RELIGIQUS ITEMS.

A CONTINUAL view of our own sinfulness, and
weakness, and dependence has a tendency to
humility and tenderness of heart; but a con-
stant dwelling upon the sins and weaknesses of
others has a tendency toward pride and hardness

of heart.

It is not a good plan for too many of the
same family t0 locate in ome neighborhood.
They often, by this means, stereotype old family
peculiarities, which would probably be smoothed
down and worn away by contact with strangers ;
or, if powerful, they form a clique which is sure
to fall into a marrow channel; or, in other
cases, they shut themselves out from the world
at large, and form to themselves a little circle
so very peculiar that it has no charms for those
whose views of social and moral life are formed
on a broader basis. .

A general knowledge of the world and its
history is very important in judging of human
nature. But general knowledge salone is not
sufficient ; a particular and critical knowledge of
one’s own heart, will cause us to be cautious,
and exact, and charitable in our views:of our
fellow-men. JoserPH CLARKE.
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[Vor 53, No. 11.

WORK AND WAIT,
A HUSBANDMAN who many years
Had plowed his fields and sown in tears,
Grew weary with his doubts and fears.

¢« T toil in vain! these vocks and sands
Will yield no harvest to my hands;
The best seeds rot in barren lands.

¢ My drooping vine is withering;
No promised grapes its blossoms bring;
No birds-among its branches sing.

¢ My flock is dying on the plain:
The heavens are brass—they yield no rain;
The earth is iron—I toil in vain!®’

While yet he spake a breath had stirred
His drooping vine, like wing of bird,
And from its leaves a voice he heard:

¢ The germs and fruits of life must be
Forever hid in mystery,
Yet none can toil in vain for me.

“ A mightier hand more skilled than thine
Must hang the clusters on the vine,
And make the fields with harvest shine.

i Man can but work; God can create;
Bui they who work, and wateh, and wait,
Have their reward, though it come late.

¢ Look up to heaven! behold and hear
The clouds and thunderings in thy ear—
An answer to thy doubts and fear.”

He looked, and lo! a cloud-draped car,
With trailing smoke and flames afar,
Portending elemental war;

And every thirsty flock and plain
Was rising up to meet the rain,
That came to clothe the fields with grain.

And on the clouds he saw again
The covenant of God with men,
Re-written with his rainbow pen:

¢t Seed time and harvest shall not fail,
And, though the gates of hell agsail,
My truth and promise shall prevail.”
—Selected,

Pragress of {he Gumse,

¢ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
<ome again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.’”* Ps. 126: 6.

MISSOURI. .

Salisbury, March 7.—Have been here
three weeks, lecturing in the Baptist church..

Ourcongregations have ranged-from. one hun«

dred %o two hundred very regularly, and the in-
terest has been good. We have reached the cri-
sis of the meeting, and mamy are in the valley of
decision. Several have concluded to keep the
Habbath, and we hope for a goodly number.
The tent was here several years ago, but the in-
terest is much greater now.
good church of Sabbath-keepers here. I have
~felt very free in speaking, and the Lord has
helped. Geo. I. Burimr.
——— G
\
Green Ridge, Mareh 2.—For six we}aks
I have been holding meetings at a place fifteen
miles southwest of Green Ridge. The attend-
.ance has been good. Some are keeping the Sab-
bath, and others say they will keep it. Many
acknowledge that we have the truth,
H. Woooprurs.

—_— L

Avilla and Index.—We were with the
church at Avilla, Feb. 14 to 18. This church
has passed through trials, but they seemed
much encouraged by our visit and earnest la-
bors. SBome are giving the tithe. They have
sold their unfinished, out-of-the-way meeting-
house. They received on it $100, with which
they pay their indebtedness to the tract society,
about $54, and purchase the circulating library
of Sister White’s writings ; they also donate $15
to the Northern European Mission, and the re-
mainder, about $27, is to be divided between
the mission to England and the Missouri Con-
ference.

Feb. 21 to 27 we labored with the chureh at |-

'Index, holding ten meetings. They have regu-
lar Sabbath meetings and Sabbath-school, which

are well attended. Several brethren from Lin- |:

coln joined us on Sabbath and first-day. This
church decided to send for the circulating l-
brary of Sister White’s writings. The preach-
ing was mostly practical. We celebrated the
ordinances, and left them feeling that it is good
to gerve the Liord. We are now holding meet-
ings at Bee Branch school-house, about ten
miles east of Index. The people seem anxious
to hear. More come than can get into the
house. We never before felt so deeply the im-
portance of living near to God, and of our peo-
ple’s moving forward unitedly -in this great
work.
J. G. Woon.

ILLINOIS.
Oakland.—We closed our meetings here

last Tuesday evening. Four were immersed by

paper was circulated in behalf of our meeting-

house enterprise ; and we trust a good begin-

ning has been made at Oakland.

G. W, CoLoorp. -
)&‘ q/’}l,

Pitwood, March. 8.—The work is pro-|

lg:"essing at this point. About eighteen persons
ave embraced the message here and in Mar-

'{ #poken six times the past two days.

We hope for a

-over the matter.

in.our ery to God for help.
Vtheir reward.
the local elder, Bro. H. P. Ritchey. A pledge- | ~

tinfown. Last Sabbath all the French con-
verts and several Americans took part in the
sodial meeting. It was a blessed season. Have
One of my
discourses followed remarks from Galatians by
a United Brethren preacher who has thus far
trogpted me with Christian courtesy. I have
tried to reciprocate. D. T. Bourprav.

DuQuoin, March 6.—Several have recently
begun to kegp the Lord’s Sabbath here.

Feb. 17, we began weetings three miles from
DuQuoin. We have now canvassed the Sab-
bath question quite thorvughly. 8ix have prom-
igad to keep next Sabbath.

Dexnxis MorrisoN.
C. H. Fosrer.

INDIANA. 3
Eden Valley, La Grange Co., Mareh 3.—

I have spoken here ten times. The congrega
tions range from seventy-five to two hundred,
and the interest seems to increase. We have a
good choir. Wo use the ‘‘Song Anchor” in
our meetings, and the people are pleased with
the book. J. 8. SHEROCK.

NEBRASKA.

Eagle, Cass Co., March 2.—For a week
past 1 have been holding meetings in the Camp
Creek school-house. The congregations have
been large and attentive. Since the meetings
began, the teacher here has commenced to keep
the Sabbath. M. HaorworTH.

Tekamah, March 8.—Last Sabbath
¢losed my meetings west of this place, for the
present. Seven have signed the covenant, and
ars rejoicing in present truth, one of whom was
a German Baptist minister. I think others will
soon follow his example. A Sabbath-school of
thirty-three members has been organizsd. To
God be all the praise for the good work here.

I now commence meetings in the Valder
gschool-house seven miles north, My address is
Tekamah, Burt Co., Neb, A. J. CupNey,

MICHIGAN.

Wayland and Saranae.—At the former
of these places I commenced a series of meetings
Feb. 26, which continued until March 3. The
weather was very unfavorable, and having taken
a very severe cold I was interrupted in my la-
bors a portion of the time. Notwithstanding
these discouraging circumstances, the meetings,
T believe, were of great value to the church.
Haretofore they have met in a school-house,
which, being removed from the railroad, was
difficult of access; but while I was with them
they decided to hire a hall in the village of
Wayland, where they ave to hold regular Sab-
bath services hereafter. This was a movement
in the right direction, If we reach the people,
we must go where they are.

Another good step was taken in the complete
organization of a Sabbath-school. And still an-
other in:the raising of a club of ten each for the
Inigtructor and Signs of the Times. Bro. Alex
Carpenter, the director of the district, was pres-
enit at these meetings and rendered valuable

aid.

From the 3d to the 7th of March I was at Sar-
anae, where, in conjunction with 8, H. King
anid F. Howe, we adjusted some perplexing
mgtters of business in such a way as we trust
will prove to be for the glory of God and the
good of the church. The brethren and sisters
Ain:this place are few in number, but if harmony
shall prevail, I see no reason why their num-
bers may not be increased.

W. H. LiTrLEJOHN.

[P ——

~ St. Charles.—1 commenced labor here
Feb. 8, and »still continue the effort. Found
this church in a very indifferent condition, but
by the blessing of God and a persevering effors,
there has heen a general awakening, About
twenty have made a start in the service of the
Lord ; among these is a brother who had fully
given up the truth. His starting again to obey
‘the truth gave great joy to all the church.

At a business meeting the tithing plan was
cheerfully adopted by nearly all, and a club of
fifty Signs was taken.

© “This church has one of the best Sabbath-
schools I have seen in Michigan; they have
adopted the 8. 8. contribution box, and it
‘proves a success in their school.

E. R. Jongs.

Koylton, Tuscola Co.—I commenced meet-
ings here Jan. 19, TFrom the first the opposi-
tion has been very bitter. Tar, feathers, and a
rail were publicly threatened. This was a step
oo far,-and the better class became indignant
As the result, the Free-wiil
‘Baptist church, the leading church in the vicin-
ity, have lost their deacon and some of their
best members, while many others are deciding
on the truth.

‘The little church at Elmwood united with us

May they not lose
‘WM. OSTRANDER.
20

Dist. No. 13.—Bro. Wm, H. Mills, direc-

‘tor of Dist. No. 13, reports meetings held at
Dryden and Imlay City during the latter part of
December. At Imlay City all adopted the tithing

system and the added one-third, and at Dryden
nearly all adopted the tithing system, and some
tHe one-third. At Dryden one commenced to

“keep the Sabbath. The business meeting here

fe B

was of special interest, on account of the zeal
and the spirit of self-sacrifice manifested by the
members of this church. They were greatly in-
terested in one of Sister White’s books, ‘‘ Ex-
perience and Views,” which Bro. M. had with
him, and read it with the deepest interest.

At Dryden a tract society was organized, and
all entered heartily into the work. One copy
of ¢““Bible from Heaven” was sold, and one
subscription was obtained for the Ruview.
Subsequent visits to this church show that they
are trying to benefit others with the light they
have received.

10w 4.

Garden Grove.—Reports of meetings held
by the little company at Garden Grove during
the month of February, show progress. They
are growing in grace, and are becoming more
fully established in the truth. At a meeting
held in January, each promised to read the Bi-
ble through during the year 1879.

0

Shelby Co., March 3.—I1 am now lectur-
ing in two different places, both in this coun-
ty. In ome of these places there are seven
Norwegian families, and in the other about ten
Danish families that can attend our meetings
and understand the Danish. So far, the inter-
est is good. Joux F. HANSON.

]

Preseott, March 8.—We have been here
about three weeks. Our congregations were
small at first; but they have increased until
last evening we had a house full of interested
hearers. We think a great deal of prejudice
has been removed. Bro. Dugger, who was once
a firsi-day Adventist, and afterward joined a
seventh-day Adventist church known as the
Church of God, is here, and has been helping
us. He is a young man of considerable ability.

A, W. H. MrnuARD.
A. CALDpWELL.

P ——

o <4

Hampton, Hook’s Point, Dayton, and
Fonda, March 5.—In company with Bro,
Hart, T held meetings at Hampton and Hook’s
Point. The brethren at Hook’s Point pledged
the tithe.

I went alone to Dayton and Fonda. At Day-
ton the brethren are of good courage, and are
coming up to the work in general. The church
at Fouda voted to set apart the tenth, and some
expressed a determination to pay up for the
past. All the friends were grateful for help.

Bro. Hart is assisting Bro. Johnson at Hamp-
ton. Six there have commenced to keep the
Sabbath, and others are deciding.

J. T, MiTCHELL.

KENTUCKY. A

Summer Shade, Feb. 28.—1 closed my
meetings at Phillipi, Monroe Co., Feb. 23. The
Disciples closed their meeting-house against me.
I then went to an old school-house ; but it was
8o out of repair that I only held three meetings
in it, There is quite an excitement about their
locking the door against me.

I am now at Summer Shade, helping the
church here. 8. OsBoORN.

WISCONSIN. "

March 8.—Feb. 22, T closed a series of
meetings in Racine county. Part of the meet-
ings were held at Racine and part at Raymond.
The Lord blessed us much at the latter place.
There had been much prejudice against the
truth, and not without cause, but much of this
wag removed. Some commenced to obey the
truth, The church adopted the tithing system,
and also did something for the Scandinaviar
Mission,

I spent one day at Oakland, and spoke to them
twice. They pledged $66.00 for the Scandina-
vian Mission.

All that came out at the tent-meeting at Clay
Bank lasgt summer are growing in grace, and
others are taking hold. I now %o to Oconto Co.

A, OLsExN.
MINNESOTA. 7
Bireh Dale, Todd Co., Feb., 28.—My
meetings here have closed for the present. Six

are keeping the Sabbath, two of whom embraced
the truth by reading before I came here. There
are eight others who are convinced.

The U. B. preacher who left for fear the truth
would go to his church, returned, bringing two
other preachers and nearly all his church.
With those who oppose the truth here, they
took possession of the school-house, crowding
me out of my appointment, and speaking in
bitter terms against the truth. + All this reminds
us of Matt. 12: 45, Jamss 8. Browgr.

NEW YORK. S
Greenboro, Oswego Co., March 6.—I

came here Feb. 14, and remained ten days,
preaching fifteen times. Another lea_ding fam-
ily embraced the truth, and much prejudice was
removed. The friends were greatly encouraged
and strengthened, and we left them strong in
faith and courage. They design to hold Sab-
bath meetings. .

March 1 and 2, we visited the friends in the
Goodenough district. There are some discour-
aging features here, while there are some very
encouraging ones. Those who are taking hold
of the health reform are making good advance-
ment, Self-denial always brings God’s blessing.
M. H. Brown.

o O

MAINE. -
Woodland Center, Aroostook Co., Feb. 26.

—1I commenced meetings here Feb, 16, There
were two here, heads of families, who, at our gen-
eral meeting held in Washburn in January, de-
cided to keep the Sabbath. The average attend-
ance has been about forty. At first there seemed
to be considerable prejudice; but that feeling be-
gins to wear off, and some are becoming inter-
ested. 1 expect to remain here over next Sun-
day. SaMmUsL J. HERSUM.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS AND RE-
PORTS.

OWwING to the heavy fall of snow followed by
a severe blow the first days of January, probably
not one of our churches held their quarterly
meeting on the first Sabbath and first-day of last
month. I could not reach the place of my ap-
pointment. In one week from that time, the
traveling also was bad.

The attendance at the general quarterly meet-
ing wag small ; but with what little business was
done, the business of the 8. 8. Association, and
seven sermons which were preached, the time
was well filled up.

The regular meetings for the present guarter
have been much broken up, and probably re-
ports of labor are considerably smaller than they
would have been had the meetings been held,
and fully attended.

The present prospect threatens us with almost
impassable roads the first of April; however,
this may not be so. The meetings should be
held if possible, and the brethren should be sure
to attend them if they can. Don’t let these
meetings pass as though it were a matter of
small moment whether or not you have an inter-
est in them. Your presence with a cheering tes-
timony, and a good full report of labor, and
hands and heart open to help the cause, will be
taken as the most satisfactory evidence of your
abiding and increasing interest in the work,

The scattered ones who cannot attend the
meetings on the first Sabbath in April, should
forward their reports to their district secretary
as soon as the first day of April, and all reports
should be in his.hands before the second Sab-
bath. Please let us be on time. ’

A. 8. HurcHinNs.

Vt., Feb. 24, 1879.

N
P

AMONG THE SWEDES.

Frou letters lately received from old Swedgn,
we have accounts that the truth is still having
effect upon the people. Already we know the

names and addresses of about twenty who have

begun to keep the Sabbath.

Bro. Decker, from the north part of Sweden,
writes Jan, 26. 1879 : ‘‘ Notwithstanding great
opposition, the Lord has blessed me, and three
have embraced all the precious truth. One was
a Baptist. FHe was summoned to appear before
the church. After responding to the call, he
was excluded from the church, because he did
not believe that man had an immortal soul.”
Bro. Decker spends some of his time in preach-
ing the word, and takes a small club of the
Swedish Harold. .

Teb. b, 1879, Bro. Olsen writes: “I have
written t0 Bro. Matteson about my going to
Christiana. I am not able to go for lack of
means. I converse with many who are con-
vinced of the truth on the Sabbath. They say
they would willingly keep it,—but how do we
know when the seventh day comes?’ This
brother is preaching the truth, and takes a club
of the Swedish paper.

One named Tockzelius writes thus: ‘‘ When
the Hirold came to my attention, I began to
read, and soon felt interested in 1t. I am-no
Seventh-day Adventist ; i. e., I_cannot at pres-
ent accept all their views. With the doctrine
of the Sabbath and the second coming of Christ
I perfectly agree. It rejoices me that my breth-
ren, the Seventh-day Adventists, manifest such
zeal in preaching the doctrine of the second
coming of Christ.  This part of the gospel has
been long neglected. All should sound the.
warning to this sleeping gemeration. If I read -
my Bible correctly, I find that it lays great
stress on the preaching of the second coming of
Christ. Among a great part of the Christians
of our time, it is considered unnecessary and
extravagant. . .

“The preaching now is, that we die and im-
mediately go to Heaven ; but where can we
find it so written that we go to Heaven when
we die? Has death become a redeemer from
death? Has Jesus appointed it as another
saviour! We cannot believe it. At least, we
consider it foreign to the Bible. I understand
that the redemption of the saints and the be-
ginning of their glory is insepa,‘ra.bly connected
with the second coming of Christ. I call you
in America my brethren, although I do not be-
long to your society. May your Hirold find
great success, and may it always contend for
the truth.” . .

Congiderable interest is growing up among
the Swedes in the Western States. Peter Nor-
lund writes from McPherson county, Kansas :
<« T have distributed many copies of the Swedish
paper. There is a large colony of Swedes here.
T think a part of them would accept the truth
if a Seventh-day Adventist preacher could pre-
gent it to them.”

Calls come from Wyandotte and Clay coun-
ties, Kansas, saying, “‘Can you not send us
a Swedish Seventh-day Adventist preacher?”
The same cry comes from Iowa and Dakota.
Bro. Johnson in Towa reports interest in Chero-
kee county, Bro. Kjillberg in Minnesota is
having good sticoess in canvassing for the Harold.
We hear in many sections that the friends are
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taking clubs of the Hirold. In Maine there
are two enterprising clubs that send the most of
their papers to old Sweden. We are glad to
hear that the American brethren in some places,
are interesting themselves in this work. Bro.
Whitney reports from Dakota a club of twelve
for the Harold and eighteen for the Tidende.
The Macedonian cry is coming up from Nor-
way in the Old World. It reaches far over the
broad waters, and echoes back from hill-top to
hill-top in the New. All Scandinavians unite
ini the response. Men of conrage and faith are
putting their hands to this work. It is the
Lord’s. One Scandinavian in Iowa talks faith,
and acts it too. He says, “ Count me good for,

. $100 on the first of April, and $500 more before

I, T TS

wg,
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the first of January, 1880.” Some Swedes
have responded well, and we expect that others
are getting ready to do so. Like the man at
Bethesda’s pool, they know that the time to get
in is when the waters are troubled. Some of
our American brethren, feeling that the Lord’s
hand is in the work, have not withheld their
free-will offerings. To the Lord be all the
praise given, 7, 8.

- |
MINNESOTA TRACT SOCIETY. '

Tue Minunesota T. and M. Society held its
quarterly meeting in connection with the meet-
ing at Hutchinson, Feb. 21-25. * Meeting called
to order by the president. Prayer by Bro. Cur-
tis.

The report of labor for the past six months wag
read, and showed an increase of interest in the
missionary work. The financial report was read
by the secretary, showing an indebtedness to
the offices of over $1200. At this point in the
meeting Eid. Haskell made some remarks show-
ing the necessity of having a reserve tract fund,
not to be consumed by the districts, but to keep
on hand a quantity of publications, and thus re-’
lieve the offices. He spoke of the importance of
our ministers being more thorough in their
work, and feeling a responsibility to see that
those brought into the truth under their labors

* . feel an interest in every branch of present truth.
"His remarks were followed by others.

It was moved and supported that the Chair
appoint a committee of three to eonfer with the
onference Committee in devising some method
to remove the present indebtedness, and estab-

Jigh a reserve tract fund ; also to present other

business which should come befdre the meeting.
Brn. Morton, Armstrong, and Moore were ap-
pointed as said committee.

The meeting adjourned to call of Chair,

SECOND MEETING.

The second meeting was held at 2:30 ». M.
Prayer by Bro. Babcock.

The Committee on Resolutions reported as
follows :—

Whereas, God has gi‘eatly;bleé\:séd the distri- |

bution of our publications in awakening an in-
terest in the truth in all parts of this Confer-
ence, and ’

Whereas, by this effort an indebtedness has
been incurred which not only cripples our efforts
in the missionary work, but helps to embarrass
the Publishing Association, and .

Whereas, The increase of membership in the
tract society has not been in proportion to the
increase of church members, therefore

Resolved, That we acknowledge the hand of
God in the prosperity which has hitherto at-
tended our missionary efforts, and further

Resolved, That we consider the T. and M. work
of great importance, and hence urge the neces-
gity of all our brethren, sisters, and children
joining the society ; and that we recommmend our
ministers, tract society officers, -and all who are

interested, to co-operate in obtaining members. |
Resolved, That a reserve tract fund of $1500}
be immediately raised to relieve present embar- |

ragsment in the tract society and at the offices of
publication, said money to be raised on or be-
fore the time of our camp-meeting, and to be
raised in the following manner :-—

1. Let all who are able to do so give $100

paid the omne-third be responsible for a sum
equivalent thereto, or for $ 2 00 for each member
of the tract society ; the above sums not to be
credited to any district as a surplus tract fund,
but to be used to liquidate present indebtedness
and establish a reserve fund.

Resolved, That we approve of the plan of each
member’s paying to the tract society a sum equal
to one-third his tithe in addition to the tithe ;
and we recommend that each district pay a sum
equivalent to one-third of the tithe, quarterly.

Resolved, That we eonsider the writings of Sis-
ter White to be of great importance; and we
recommend that a special effort be made by our.
ministers and tract society officers, to have eac¢h
church or company purchase them for a circu--
lating library, and encourage the reading of the
same by all the friends of the cause, C

On the adoption of the above resolutions, five |
men immediately responded as omne-hundred- ]
dollar men, and $300 of this money was paid
down. Others offered to do the same, but their
offer was refused, the brethren deciding that
they were not able.

THIRD MEETING,

The third meeting, at nine s. M. Monday
morning, was opened with prayer by Bro. Grant.
The following resolution was offered : —

Resolved, That we recommend our Conference
Committee to suggest to our ministers certain
districts as special fields of labor, the ministers.
to co-operate with the tract society officers in
bringing up the cause in said districts of all
points of present truth, and toseek in such dis-
tricts their new fields of labor.

This was'followed by remarks by many of the
minigters present, after which it was unani-

mously adopted. A conference with the minis-
ters was held, and the resolution was carried
into effect to the satisfaction of all. The meet-
ing adjourned sine die; the ministers started for
their respective fields, and the brethren to their
homes, all feeling that it was one of the most
suceessful meetings of the kind ever held in
Minnesota. H. Graxnt, Pres.
- Nerrie L. Grant, Sec.

%2

MINNESOTA S. S. ASSOCIATION.

Tar1s Association held a Convention at Hutch-
ingon, Minn., Feb. 24, 1879, at two and seven
o’clock . M. The President, W. B. Hill, gave
aghistory of the workings of the society since its

organization, and spoke of its financial standing.

Hé also spoke of the Subbath-school work, of its
importance and wants. Eld. S. N. Haskell
then spoke at length of the Sabbath-school work,
and the use of the Imstructor, records, maps,
ete.

Resolutions were passed recommending the
adoption of the plan of regular weekly contribu-
tions, and that one-tenth of the sum so raised in
each school be forwarded quarterly to the State
8. 8. Association ; also that each school provide
itself, as soon as possible, with ¢‘ Bible Liessons
for Little Ones ” and the weekly Instructor, also
the Class and School Records, and Colton’s maps
of Palestine and of the journeyingsof the children
of Israel. Xt was also decided that during the
year the President should hold at least one gen-
eral meeting in each T. and M. district in the

State, for the purpose of raising the interest in .

the 8. 8. work, and giving instruction in all its
branches. L. A. Curmis, Sec.
Kingston, Meeker Co., Minn.

YR

SABBATH-SCHOOL WORK IN
VERMONT.

A SasBatH-scHoOL Convention was held at

Wolcott, Jan. 25, 26. At this meeting resolu-
tions were adopted, recommending all the
schools in the State to adopt the plan of uni-
formity of lessons; to take a sufficient number
‘of weekly Instructors, either in clubs or by pri-
-vate subscriptions, for the use of the schools;
‘and to adopt the ‘‘Song Anchor” as a music
book, and the plan of penny contributions as a
‘means of raising funds. It was also recom-
‘mended that a special effort be made to bring
‘the neighbors’ children into the schools, and
ithat the Sabbath-school workers hold Sunday-
.schools wherever it can be made practicable.
. “On account of bad weather and sickness, the
.attendance at this meeting was not large.
{There were six delegates present. By vote, the
"Constitution was so amended as to make the
-delegates include the ministers present. This
Jncreased the number to ten.

Tu a private letter, the President, Eld. Pee-
fes, says —

' ““We have been trying for the past three
‘mionths to get uniformity of lessons in the Ver-
‘miont schools, and have nearly accomplished it.
:The present plan of publishing the lessons will
hglp us greatly in this respect, and if the sepa-
ato families will get the lessons assigned to

‘each Sabbath, they will be prepared to have

ga good school whenever they can get together.
I'believe that the Imstructor is of the same im-
portance in the Sabbath-school work that the

 REViEW is in the general work.”

- Bro. Peebles has spent considerable time in

vigiting the schools in his State, and we expect
he will soon see the fruit of his labors.

AN APPEAL TO OUR SABBATH-
SCHOOLS IN NEW ENGLAND.

THE time of our general quarterly meeting,

| which will doubtless be held the third Sabbath
fin April, will soon be here.

The time and

place will be given in due season.
At that time we wish to hold a Sabbath-school

) ' Convention, and what we want of each school is
each ; 2. Let each church society which has not |

_ L. Reports.
proper time.

We want a full report at the
Do not wait a week or two after

 the time has passed, but forward the report in

géason to the State secretary, Mrs. M. A. Buz-

| zell, So. Lancaster, Mass.

2. Delegates, Bach school is entitled to one
delegate for fifteen members or less, and an addi-
tional delegate for every additional fifteen mem-
bers. Please see that delegates are chosen ac-
cordingly. Schools that cannot be represented
by delegates should report by letter; give a
statement of your interest, what difficulties you
have to encounter, what your greatest wants
are, etg.

3. The Instructor. No school should be with-
out a club of the weekly Instructor. 1 hope
our superintendents and secretaries will take
hold of this matter, and see that our schools
are supplied. Do you say there are but few
dhildren in yourschool? Then each child should
have a paper he can call his own. Then, again,
give a paper to your neighbor’s child ; induce
it to come to the school. DBrethren and sisters,
let the next report show that each school has
done something in this direction. The small
sum of $5.00 will furnish you with a club of ten
copies of the weekly Instructor. There is not a
school in New England but can raise that sum
with a little effort ; and several should have a
larger club than ten. The providence of God
has given us this gem of a paper, and we shall
be recreant to duty if we fail of using it in the
best possible manner.

- 4. Donations. We suggest that each school
donate something to the State Association.
This donation should be sent with your report
to the State secretary.

B. Family Sabbath-schools. On this point I

would simply say, Read the article on this subject

by Bro. Bell in Review of Feb. 27, and you that
are concerned act accordingly. I know of one
family in New England consisting of eight
members who have aregularly organized school
They have a superintendent, two classes and
teachers, and make a weekly report. The
penny contribution is not forgotten by them
either ; and I might add that this family school
was the first to donate something to the Associa-
tion. This school has been recently more
than doubled by converts to the truth.

In conclusion let me add, Secretaries, be
prompt in reporting each quarter. Superin-
tendents, be faithful in the work assigned you.
Scholars, be earnest to study God’s word, and
use your influence to make the school a success.

D. A. Rosinson, Pres.

A4 MAN WHO NEVER HAD A MOTHER.

WHEN I was preaching in Onawa, Iowa, in
January, 1879, a young minister of the M. E.
church spoke on the soul question, and ridiculed
the idea of the resurrection of the body. He
claimed that our bodies pass away every seven
years, and wanted me to tell him which one of
my bodies would be raised.

In concluding his remarks he took occasion to
extol his mother very highly, dwelling upon the
excellences of that good woman,

‘When I came to reply I told him that I could
prove, according to his own premises, that he
never had a mother. There was, to be sure, a
woman, many yearsg ago, who had a son to whom
she gave the name of Albert Russell. But in
seven years that son had passed away, and that
woman had passed away also; and several dif-
ferent bodies had succeeded each other since in
the organization of both of them.

Now, according to his position, he is not the
same person who was born ef that woman years
ago ; neither can he point to any woman and
say that she is, or ever was, his mother. More-
over, on the same ground, he never had a father.
¢ Without father or mother "—a veritable Mel-
chisedec !

I told him that if he would tell me which one
of the different bodies referred to was his
mother, I would tell him which one of my bod-
ies would be raised. J. BARTLETT.

Nules of Qruws,

—TuE labor troubles in England continue,
—TnE President has vetoed the anti-Chinese bill,

—In Schleswig, Germany, the snow was 15 feet

" deep on the 1st of March.,

—A PAWNBROKER in Edinburgh has 2,000 family
Bibles in his stock.

—Harvarp College has decided to admit women
to all the privileges of students.

—1I is probable that Russian occupation of Bul-
garia will be prolonged six months.

—Taz castle of Tervueren, the residence of Car-
lotta, ex-empress of Mexico, was destroyed by fire,
March 8.

—A TELEGRAM from Constantinople says that an
insurrectionary agitation has commenced in Thes-
saly and Epirus.

—TuE Rev. Noah M. Wells, of Vienna, Mich.,
ie said to be the oldest Presbytevian minister in the
United States. He is in his ninety-seventh year.

—Dr. H. C. Porrer, rector of Grace church, New
York, states that during the past 10 years that church
has contributed $1,082,368 for missionary work,

—SuErs Ani, Ameer of Afghanistan, died Feb.
21. His successor, Yakoob Khan, is making over-
tures for the resumption of friendly relations with
the English.

—Tur King of Spain hag accepted the resignation
of the Cabinet. The purpose is to form a new Cabi-
net that will undertake simultaneously home elec-
tiong and colonial reforms.

—@ov Vaxcm, of North Carolina, in recently
signing the pardon of a criminal who i a Jew, said
it was the first serious case ever brought to his no-
tice on the part of any of that people.

—Mgzs. BeLva LockKwood has been admitted to
the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States,
under the act recently passed to admit women as
practitioners in that court.

—Rexo, Nevada was entirely destroyed by fire,
March 2, The fire broke out al 5:45 A. 1., and as
the wind was blowing fiercely, it was impossible to
check it. The loss is estimated at $1,000,000; in-
surance, $150,000.

~-~DWAN STANLEY writes to an American friend
that a wreath of autumn Jleaves from the Hudson,
which he placed on Andre’s monument in Westmin-
ster Abbey, attracts universal admiration.

—MADAME ANDERSON, who recently walked 2,-
700 quarter miles in as many quarter bhours, has
commenced another “long tramp.” This time she
is to walk 2,064 quarter miles in as many conseca-
tive periods of 10 minutes each. .

—MRs. Hayzes, in spite of prejudice and the im-
perious demands of fashion, has succeeded in ban-
ishing the wine-cup from the White House; and in
doing it she commands the respect even of those
who are less rigid in their personal habits.

—Tue London Times thinks that when Yakoob
Khan becomes firmly established on the throne of
Afghanistan, it would be policy for the Indian gov-
ernment to recognize him as ruler, and to admit fa-
vorably any advances he may make with a view to
a termination of the war.

—AN endowment of $1380,000 iz wanted to estab-
lish two additional professorships in the Harvard
Divinity School, one of Theology and the other of
Feclesiastical History, This school is the only one
of the character in the country without a regularly
endowed ecclesiastical professorship.

"—SEvVERAL journals of Paris uuite in furious at-
tacks on Leon Say, Minister of Finance, which will
probably lead to hid resignation. The Rothschilds
have made enormous purchases of § per cent rentes
at greatly reduced prices, and Say is accused of com-
plicity in the affair.

—Moxpay, March 10, was the 25th anniversary
of the New York, Newfoundland. and Lendon Tele-
graph Company, whose object was to connect the
New World with the Old by wmeang of the tele-
graphic cable. Cyrus W. Iield was to commemorate
the silver wedding of this grand conception by &
jubilee reception at his house.

—Mgz. Joun RicuArbps, a Philadelphia machinist,
after seventeen years of experimenting, has invented
a gauge which measuves the twenty-thousandth part
of an inch! This will evable American manufactur-
ers of watches, firearms, sewing machines, and other
articles requiring nicety of fitting, to produce the
different parts of machinery precisely alike.

—Dr VIircHOW, the famous German pathologist,
than whom there is probably no better authority on
contagious diseases, enhances the reasonable dread:
of the plague by declaring that it is contagious, bub
it is not known how the contagion is propagated.
He urges more vigorous precautionary measures,
potwithstanding the fact that the plague now seems -
to be abating.

—Tue help given by Christians for the relief of
the famine-struck Chinese is bringing its results.
Rev. A. H. Smith, of the American Board, reports
40 villages in which there are 120 applicants for
church membership. In one village a temple was
emptied of its 60 idols, which were buried in a pit,
and the building and premises voluntarily made
over to the church.

—TsE members of the Society of Friends in Phil-
adelphia are taking active steps toward the forma-
tion of settlements in the West. It is the intention
to form an association which shall purchase tracts
of land and sell farms and lots to Friends, or those
in sympathy with them, and to aid those whose
means are limited in the erection of dwellings, ete.
The association will lay out roads, and erect meet-
ing-houses and sclhwool buildings. 1In all deeds a
clause will be ingerted prohibiting the sale of intox-
icating liquors as a beverage.

—REPORTS from the South indicate that the yellow
fever is not wholly eradicated from certain sections.
It is thought by physicians that the exhuming and
removal of bodies has caused a re-appearance of the
disease, and that unless the authorities prohibit this,
the fever will again ocour with its former malignity.
The bodies of many wealthy persons were buried in
Potter’s Fields, their relatives having fled to the
North, and when it was thought that the weather
was cold epough, arrangements were made to re-
move them. But it is now believed that the frost
has not penetrated deep enough to destroy the
sources of danger.

—Tuzr pope has discontinued pay to those bishops
who have not received the royal ewequatur, i. e.,
civil authority to aect as bishops. He, or some one
without objection from him, is ineiting the people
to resume their abandoned political rights, this
movement in Switzerland being prefatory to a simi-
lar change in ecclegiastical policy in Italy. In re-
ply to the request of the Belgian bishops that he
would condemn the recent Belgian elementary school
legislation, the pope declined to interfere with inter-
nal national affairs not affecting matters of faith or
spivitual interest. The Christian Union thinks these
facts indicate that the pope is reconciling himself
with modern civilization.

—A rEw weeks ago France passed a ministerial
crisis, and Republicanism seemed stronger than
ever, and * government of the people, by the peo-
ple, and for the people,”’ seemed assured in France.
But there has been another move on the great
checker-board whose figures are the rulers of this
earth, and this is what the London Z¥mes of March
4 says of it: ¢The news from France is much to be
lamented. The Cabinet has been severely damaged,
and has lost its position in the Chambers. The con-
sequences may not merely be the fall of the Minis-
try. but the revival of a confusion and weakness
which must tend to paralyze the French govern-
ment and lower the influence of France abroad.
England relies on the co-operation of Irance in the
whole course of Buastern affairs.”’

Obitunry Rutives,

¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hencee
forth.” Rev 14:13.

Mirns.—Died at Milton Junction, Wis., Sept. 23,
1878, of membranous croup and congestion of the

lungs, our little son, Niley E. Mills, aged 2 years, 2
months, and 3 days. J. 8. anp ApsY MILLS.

»

Horr.—Died in Newport, Jackson Co., Arkansas,
Feb, 23, 1879, Norah, daughter of John H. and
Hannah M. Hoff, aged 4 years, 3 months, and 14
days. J. H. Horr,

s N

DrouLLARD.—Died in Waterloo, Grant Co., Wis.,
Feb. 14, 1879, Sister Rebecea Droullard, aged 78
years, 2 months, and 13 days.

She embraced the advent faith ten years ago, un-
der the labors of Eld. I. Sanborn. We believe she
will have a part in the first resurrection. Remarks
by PFather Ganiard, from Job. 14: 14.

Mary E. Pminney,

(Signs of the Times please copy.)

Mernvin.—Died at Quincy, Mich., Jan. 23, 1879,
from injuries received by a fall, causing paralysis,
Bro. Henry J. Melvin, in the fifty-seventh year of
his age.

In his death his wife and children lose an affec~
tionate husband and father, and the church an es-
teemed member. Previous to hearing the truth, he
had been for a long time a member of the Baptist
church. He accepted the truth from hearing Eld-
ers Van Horn and Kenyon in 1878, when the tent
was in Quincy. There is reagon to hope that he
will soon hear the voice of the Son of God, calling:
him forth to everlasting life.  J. H. TromPson.
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Bl Rewigu & Derabd.

Battle Oreek, Mich., Fifth-Day, March 13, 1879,

78 We ure informed by the Papyrograph |

Company that Congress has passed a law rating

all matter printed by that process as third clasa.{

725°The House of Representatives at Harris- |

‘burg, Pa., have recommitted-the Sunday bill to
the Committee on Vice and Immorality, by a
vote of 126 to 35. This committee proposed a
summary disposition of the Sunday question,
which the Pennsylvania Legislature is not pre-
pared to adopt. Hence this action.

28~ A petition to Congress, designed to se-
cure signatures from women in the United
States everywhere, is in circulation, praying
that honorable body to enact such legislation as
. will make effective the anti-polygamy laws of
1862, We trust this movement will receive
such encouragement a8 shall move Congress to
do something for the sake of morality and the
honor of the nation.
e e A D~

THE TRUE PRINCIPLE.

Wz are glad to see good moral stamina still
manifested in some quarters, against the ques-
tionable practices in which various religious de-
nominations so freely and unconcernedly in-

dulge. In The Christian Cynosure of Dec. 29,

1878, sppears a letter from Miss J. A. Trow, |
missionary at Elichpoor, India, to whom fifty

dollars of missionary money had been sent,

Although in need of funds, she promptly de-

clined to receive this because the manner of rais-’

ing it was so unscriptural and irreligious,
Amon% many other good things she says : * The
money that is given in such ways is equivalent
to maying, ‘Dear Lord, I'll take half of this

money and have a good time with it, and you
I do not feel that:

can have the other half.’
this can be benevolence at all. Part of the

money spent in self-indulgence, and the rest,’

above the cost of the feast, given to the Lord,

I believe the Lord wants only free-will offer- [}

ings.”

RUSSIAN TROUBLES.

Russia, like the rest of Europe, is feeling the
occasional premonitory throes of hidden vol-
canic fires. The following from the Inter- Ocean
of March b reveals the startﬁn‘g occasion the
Russians have to fear trouble from the revolu-
tionary classes :— .
THE NYHILISTS,

S1. PETERSBURG, March 4.—1Tt is certain that
there is united activity among the revolutionary
classes in Russia. They display almost incredi-
ble boldness. A publication declaring that the
Governor of Charkoff had been condemned to
death by the Russian Socialist party for the in-
human treatment of political prisoners, ana that
the act of assassination was consequently exe:
cuted by one of that party, was openly posted
in the halls of the university on the day after
he was shot. It is believed in St. Petersburg
that the Nihilists are interested in spreading re-
ports concerning the plague. It is said that
two of Professor Botkin’s assistants are leading
Nihilists. The day before the bulletin was is-
sued concerning the sick footwan, they went
about declaring exultingly that Professor Bot-
kin had a case of the plague in his hospital.

A SECRET PRINTING PRESS,
The Official Messenger says: * The police dis-

covered a secret printing press at Kiev. On
entering the apartment they ‘were met by a
storm of bullets.
was killed, and two gendarmes wounded,
Eleven men and five women were arrested.
Four of the former were dangerously wounded.”
On the premises in Kiev upon which the
gendarmes made a descent were found and
seized printing matberial, counterfeit seals of the
various public departments, forged documents,
revolutionary pamphlets, and a number of re-
volvers and poniards.’ '

A later dispatch says :—

The Russian government has discovered a
plot to forcibly liberate the imprisoned Nihilists,

and it has proof of revolutionary designs on |

the part of the prisoners.

BEWARE OF HIMN.

Bro. E. Lanpurar, S. D, Baptist, of Plain- |

field, N. J., writes us that a young man of fair
address recently inquired him out, represent-
ing himself as an S. D. Adventist seeking those
who were in sympathy with Adventist views,
He gave his name as Whitney, stating that he was’
a cousin of the Elds, Whitney of New Yorks

that he had attended our school at Battle |

Creek, to study for the ministry ; that he was
then East to close up some business, &c. "He
had the plausible story which such impostors
invent that wmexpected circumstances obliged

One officer of the gendarmes -

him to borrow a little money, which he would
return in a few days. Having unfortunately
obtaiued hig money, he disappeared, not to visit
that quarter again, but to try the same game,
perhaps, somewhere else.

‘We would say that we have had no such man
‘at our school, and we know of no such person.
His story is entirely a fabrication to obtain
money dishonestly. )

A few attempts of this kind have been made
t0 impose upon our friends by persons claiming
to be 8. D. Adventists. To head off such im-
postors was the object of the letter of recom-
mendation approved by our Jast General Con-
ference. When this iz adopted everywhere,
and it comes to be understood that every S. D.
| Adventist in good standing will, when travel-
ing, be able to present such a letter, renewed
every three months, as his credentials, such im-
postors will not stand so good a chance.

- R e

THE QUARTERLY MEETINGS.

- AGAIN we deemn it necessary to say something
about the holding of quarterly meetings, the
time for which will soon be here. The more we
consider the matter, and the longer they are
tried, the more thoroughly we are impressed with
the importance and indispensableness of these
meetings. The reasons for holding them have
been stated several times. We simply wish
here to again urge upon our brethren the abso-
lute necessity of holding these meetings promptly
on time and in every church, according to the
plan.

If any of the churches have been negligent in

. | this matter, the president of the Conference
which had been raised by a strawberry festival. | ’ y

should know it and see that they do not neglect
it again ; but particularly the elders in the in-
dividual churches are responsible in this matter.
We are ashamed and grieved to learn that in
gome cases the elders themselves never come
near the meeting on that important occasion.
Perhaps it is a little cold, a little muddy, or
something of that kind. Now we believe it is
& sin against God to neglect sacred duties for
these reasons.

Brethren, we appeal to you again: Hold
Your quarterly meetings on time. Every indi-
Wwidual church is to meet together in its own

) %p}ace of worship for the transaction of business

ipertaining to every branch of the work, such as
he s. B., Sabbath-school, T. and M. work, etc.,
the first Subbath and Sunday in April. Every
jdistrict is to hold its quarterly meeting the sec-
‘ond Sabbath and Sunday in April. Then the
%Sta.te quarterly meeting comes the third Sab-
}bath and Sunday. Now it is not of so much
‘gonsequence about the special time of the State
meeting ; it can be put off a while if there is
any necessity for it, though that should always
be held on time unless there is some very urgent
reason for changing it; but the church quar-
terly meeting should not be interfered with nor
changed for any reason. There are several
reasons for this : If a change is made in one
section, 1t produces confusion all over. More-
‘over, if we throw the meeting out of its regular
order, many scattered brethren will not learn
this until it is too late ; and many who do not
take the REvIEW would know nothing of it, and
‘hence it would result in a failure. But if we
punctually attend to this matter, every Seventh-
day Adventist in the world will understand that
%}is or her name will be read, all the business
‘%)ertaining to that church will be attended to,
sand he will be put under censure if not heard
ifrom.

. The church quarterly meeting the first Sab-
| bath in April will be an unusually important
one, as an address from the General Conference
touching matters of the greatest importance, will
probably be sent to every church to be read on
"that day. But we cannot particularize here.
‘Read the instruction already given respecting
.these quarterly meetings, and be sure to attend
‘to them on time, D. M. Cawricur,

Hypputntmynts,

¢ And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is
at hand.”” Matt. 10: 7.

Tue next general quarterly T. and M. meeting in
Maine will be held with the church in Cornville,
- April- 19, 20, A meeting of the Sabbath-school
- Asgociation will also be held at this time. Let all
‘the schools send in their reports to J. E. Allen,
“South Norridgewock, Me., in season, so that we may
' have a report from all. J. B. GoopricH.

Provipexor permitting, there will be a quarterly
. meeting at Soliloquy, Va., commencing Friday
.evening, April 4, and continuing two days. There
:will be opportunity for baptism. All the scattered
‘friends and brethren and sisters are invited to at-
‘tend, and especially our brethren and sisters from

o

Page county. Come praying for the blessing of God

to be with us, I. SanBorN.
Laoraa, Kan,, ‘ March 22, 23.
Hanover, “ 29, 80.
Marsh Creek, April 5, 6.

T also expeet to be at the district quarterly meet-
ing in Dist No. 1, April 12, 13. Will the director
please to appoint the place in the Review?

Meetings at each of these places will commence
with the Sabbath. 1 hope the scattered members of
the Laopaa church will all be preseut, also the
friends from Hanover. Will some one from Margh
Creek meet me at Scandinavia Thursday, April 3.

SMITH SHARE.

PrOVIDENCE permitting, I will meet with the
friends in Illineis as follows:—

Greenup, Bro. Welker appoint, March 17-19.

Webber Grove, P. O Mt. Vernon, Bro. Herald
appoint, March 21-23,

Du Quein, Bro. Morrison appoint, March 25 to
April 6.

Carbondale, Bro. Train appoint, April 11-13.

I earnestly request friends at CGreenup to meet
me at Martinsville, March 14; Keenville and Mt.
Vernon friends. come to Webber Grove to stay
through the series of meetings. I shall be glad to
aid Brn. Morrison and Foster, April 7-10.

4. W. Corncorp.

Our next State quarterly meeting will be held
April 19, 20, at Bro. J. B. Forrest’s, in Metcalfe
Co., Ky. We earnestly reguest a general attendance.
‘We expect to have the tent set and make an impor-
tant effort to help the backsliders and outsiders ag
well as ourselves ; go we want all who are strong to
come to work, and all who are weak to come to help
and be helped. Bring as many of your frieuds as
possible. Dear brethren and sisters, it is time for
us to make a grand effort, or we shall fall behind in
this great work, and be cut off by the enemy.

T. and M. meeting will be held in connection.
S OsBorn.

Publishons” Dypartmgnd,

¢ Not slothful in business.”” Rom. 1211.

Correcrion.—In the tract on the Third Mes-
sage of Revelation 14, on page 21, last para-
graph, the words ‘‘ ten-horned beast” are used,
where it should be two-horned beast. Those
who have the book will correct accordingly.

Dear BretnreN anp Sisters v Mawe: Our next
quarterly T, and M. meeting is near at hand, and we
hope to have a report from every member of the T.
and M. society in this Ntate, accompanied by a liberal
donation. Every one can do something, and we show
how much we prize the truth by the sacrifices we make
for 11, We aiso invite those w{m have not as yet paid
$1.00 to join the tract society to do so atonce. United
action in the fear of God will bring great resuits.
Work and trust. J. B. GoopricH,

Uxrrn further notice, Eld, I. Sanborn’s address will
be Jackson, Shenandoah Co., Va.

OrricERs AND MEnBERS oF ILnivois T. & M. Sociery,
please remember that the current quarter will soon ex
pire; relate yourselves to the work accordingly. Di-
rectors, appoint your meetings, Now for a healthy
race. Which district will furnish the best exhibit of
reports in proporiion to its members? It is expected
that our forthcoming meeting will be of special import.
ance. Let one encouraging feature be full reports.

G. W, CoLcorp.

W aNTeD, a first-class band to work on afarm, a Szb-
bath-keeper and health-reformer. Address W. San-
born, Rives Junction, Jackson Co., Mich.

A youxe man 20 years of age, a Sabbath-keeper,

would like work on afarm. Address Edward A. Carr,

Colo, Story Co., Iowa.

Norick~A blue cross opposite this note indicates that your
subscription will expire in two weeks, Pleage renew at once,
as we shall be obliged to stop the paper unless we hear from
you in that time.

NoricE—~The change of fignres on the address labels will be
in all cases a suffielent receipt for money sent for the paper,
1f these changes do not in due time appear, anud if books or-
dered by mail are not received, notice should be given. All
other business is acknowledged below,

Boohs Sent by Hapress.

F C Pierce $£.00, Wm Chinnock 8.00, Wm Reynolds
6.78, John W Moore 1.00, M H Browa 1080, J M
Sbrock 7.16, David Alway 4.75, A W Fulier 5.90.

Books8ent by Freight.

C O Taylor $21.93, J J Oliver 17.61, John H Johnson
4.75, Wm McDonald 41.60.

Cash Rev’d on Accowund,

Wyoming T & M Society per J Fulton 6.00, John
Fulton 1.00, 1Il T & M Society per L 8 C 18,25 M B
Milier 25.00, Wm Ings per U Smith 4.00.

Mien. ¥. & M. Society.

Dist 6 Orleans cliurch Bar W A Towle $23.00, Dist 4
er M K Rumery 11,81, Dist 8 per J MoGregor 238 50,
ist 6 per P D Flood 8.00, Dist 10 per S E Talifero 8 67,

Dist 5 per J § Wicks 60 ¢0, Dist 8 A A Fairfield 1.00,

Dist 1 per C 8 Veeder 5.40, Dist 15 per L G Moore

1.85, Dist 11 per L D A Stuttle 12,00.

Mich. Conf. Fund,

Burlington per M B Miller $8.00, Gowen per J C
Johnson .50, Monroe Center B Hargrave 6.75, Ovid
per HL Birmingham 11 00, Auburn, E Margesen & wite
9.00, Genoa per L D A Stuttle 6.55, .

Furopean Mi_ssfion.

P L Allen $2 00, Mrs B E West 50¢, Christian Bauer

50¢, Cynthia L Fox 5.00, M M Scott 5,00.
English Mission.

Mrs Cedelia McDonald $10.00, A C Woodbu;g & wife
100.00, P L Allen 2.00, Alex & Lydia Rankin 20.00,

Danish Mission.

James Q Carison 10.00, R F Robinson & wife 7.40,
M A Emmans 1.00, B B Dickey 250, P L Allen 1 00,
August Rasmugsen 85.00, H Gotfredson 6.45, Hans
0 Kelley 5,00, Rasmus Hansen 5.00.

Gen, Conf. Fund,
J X Hansel $5.00.
Camp-meeting Fund.

C B Tugersol $2.00.

STANDARD TRACTS.

The Judgment ; or, the Waymarks of Daniel to:
the Holy City. A running exposition of Dan. 7, from
the days of Babylon to the lake of fire in which the
power symbolized by the last beast of Dan 7, is soon
to be cast. 16 pp., 2 ¢t8,

Much in Little. Being a selection of brief testi-
monials on man’s present condition, the intermedi-
ate state, future punishment, ete., from reputable
authors. 16 pp., 2 ct8.

The Millenninm. A timely tract to meel the
world’s modern fable that all men are to be con-
verted and a thousand yecars of righteousness to
prevail before the Lord can come. 16 pp., 2 ¢t8.

The Law and the Gospel. Showing that these
two systems are not opposed to each other; bui are
in the closest harmony, the law being the basis of
the gospel; and that there could be no gospel with-
out the law. 16 pp., 2 cts.

The Two Laws. A good antidote to that false
teaching which would destroy all distinction between
moral and ceremonial laws. 16 pp., 2 cts.

Toe Definite Seventh Day, or God’s Measure-
ment of Time on the Round World, A full answer
to the common objection that the Sabbath cannot be
kept because time differs east and west.

16 pp., 2 cts.

Departing and Being with Christ. An Ex-
position of Phil. 1: 21-24. Anargument to show that
this scripture does not contradict, but rather sustains,
other Bible testimony whieh says that the dead are
unconscious. 16 pp., 2 ets.

The Rich Man and Lazarus. A thorough ex-
amination of this much misapplied parable, Luke
16:19-31, showing that it does not teach what is
popularly claimed for it. 16 pp., 2 ets.

Elihu on the Sabbath. About two hundred
thousand copies of this popular treatise on the Sab-
bath have becn eirculated, and it has been translated
into many different languages. 16 pp., 2 cts.

The Com ng of the Lord. By an English
writer. A stirring and convineing little tract on this
all important theme. 8 pp-, 1 ¢t.

The Perfection of the Ten Commandments.
What a lawyer and an infidel say concerning them.
A good testimony from good sources.

Without Excuse. A few suggestions to show
that no one has any cxeuse for not knowing the
times in which we live, and the events that are be-
fore us. 8 pp., 1 ¢t,

Thoughts for the Candid. A tract designed to
show that the popular objection to the sleep of the
dead, that it is a gloomy doctrine, applies, instead,
to the popular view which holds that the majority of
the human race are now in the lake of fire.

8 pp., 1 ¢t

Appeal on Immortality. To which is appended
forty questions on Immortality, with answers in Bi-
ble langmnage. " 8pp, 1ot

A Sign of the Day of God. A conversation be-
tween a traveler and an observer. An application
of the prophecy of Nahum to modern rajlroads.

8 pp., 1 ¢t

Brief Thoughts on the Nature of the Soul,
Resurrection of the Dead, aud the Final Destiny of
Man, The author of this tract is unknown; but in
its brief pages we have a candid and comprehensive
presentation of these important subjects. 8 pp., 1 ct.

Which Day do You Keep? and Why? De-
signed to excite thoughtful inquiry on these two im-
portant questions. It also contains God’s answers to
man’s excuses for not keeping lis Sabbath. .

. 8 pp., 1 ct.

Is Man Immortal ? Scriptural answers to fifty-
eight questions that may be raised in reference to the
important subjeet of the mortality of man,

8 pp., 1 ct.

What the Gospel Abrogated. The differebee
between the ceremonial and the moral law is here
distinctly shown, and proof is given that while the
ceremonial law was abrogated by the gospel, the
moral law remains unchanged, 8 pp., 1 ct.

The Christian Sabbath. A tract showing thab
such distinetions as Christian and Jewish, applied to
the Sabbath, are false in fact and meaning; that.the
Sabbath which Christians are now to keep, dates from

the creation of the world. 8 pp., 1 ct.

Sunday not the Sabbath. The false claims of
this man-made institution thoroughly exposed.
8 pp., 1 et
One Hundred Bible Facts upon the Sabbath
Question: Sixty concerning the Sabbath, and forty
eoncerning the firgt day of the week. Opponents of
the Sabbath will find that, on the Sabbath question
as on all others, facts are stubborn things.
8 pp., 1 ¢t
Why not Found out Before? A brief answer
to this popular objection against the Introduction of
any new truth. . 8pp,y 1et
Is the End Near? A brief statement of the
evidences that the end of all things is at hand. .
8 pp., 1 ct.
Caun We Know ? A short argument showing that
the prophecies of the Bible can be understood, and
that we may know when we are near the end.
8 pp., 1 ct.
The Sleep of the Dead. A brief presentation
of Seripture testimony that the dead are unconseious
until the resurrection. 8 pp., 1 ct.
The Sinner’s Fate. Showing that the sinner ig
not to be in everlasting, conscious torment, but is to
suffer death and utter destruction. They shall
“perish,” “be burned up,” “consumed,” ‘‘de-
voured.” 8 pp., 1 ct.
The 0l¢d Moral CoOde, or the Ten Command-
ments not Revised. This is an appeal.to the Chris-
tian world for the revised code, if it can be found,
and the refutation of the false claim that the ten
commandments are re-enacted in this dispensation.
16 pp., 2-cts.
The Sanctuary of the Bible. A comprehensive
presentation of this importart subjeet in a small
compass. . 16 pp., 2 cts.
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8 pp., 1 ¢te .
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