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THE SOUL'S RESPONRE,
BY MRS, L. D. A, STUTTLE.

“ WaAT shall I render untothe Lord for all his benefits toward me? I
will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Kord.” Ps.
116:12, 18, ;

Lorp, what can I render thee :
For thy mercies unto me,—
Me, & lost, forsaken wanderer from the fold ?
Q'er the desert lone and wild
Thou didst seek thine erring child,
In thine arms thy wayward lost one thou didst hold.

Darksome shades were falling round
Ere thy wandering one was found
In the gloomy, dark recesses of the wild;
Where, concealed from light of day,
Savage foes were hid away,
There my loving Father sought and found his child.

Then I left the haunts of sin,
For the danger I was in
Faithfully my blest Redeemer made me know;
From my white lips came the cry,
¢ Save, oh, save me ere I die!
‘Bid me follow wheresoever thou shalt go;

¢ Let me grasp thy mighty arm,
Shield my trembling soul from harm ;
‘Rock of Ages, let me ever hide in thee.’”
Then I heard his gentle voice,
Making all my soul rejoice,
¢« Fear mo evil; trembling epirit, follow me!”’

Thus he gently leads me on
Till my doubts and fears are gone,
And he never, never scorns my feeble cry ;
And when all is dark as night,
Jesus fills my soul with light
By these blessed words of comfort, ¢ It is I.”

Perish, all ye joys of earth,
For T oount but little worth
All the flesting joys and vanities of sin;
Faithfully I'11 bear the cross,
And account them all but dross,
If the blessed smiles of Jesus I may win.

Ouy Coulyilintors, :

PRAISE GLORIFIES GOD.
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. ’

Gop says by the psalmist, “ Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth me.,” The wourship of God consists chiefly
of praise and prayer. Every follower of Christ should
engage in this worship. No one can sing by proxy,
bear testimony by proxy, or pray by proxy. As a
rule, too many dark testimonies are borne in social
service, savoring more of murmuring than of gratitude
and praise.

‘When the word of God was spoken to the Hebrews
anciently, the Loxd said to Mosges, “ And let all the
people say, Amen.” This response, in the fervor of
their souls, was required as evidence that they under-
stood the word spoken and were interested in it.

When the ark of God was brought into the city of
David and a psalm of joy and triumph was chanted,
all the people said, Amen, And David felt that he
wag fully repaid for his labor and anxiety by this
cheerful universal response from the people.

There is too much formality in the church. Souls
are perishing for light and knowledge. We should
be so connected with the Source of all light that we
can be channels of light to the world. The Lord
would have his ministers who preach the word ener-
gized by his Holy Spirit. And the people who hear
should not sit in drowsy indifference or stare va-
cantly about, making no responses to what is being
said. The spirit of the world has paralyzed the spiritu-
ality of such, and they are not awake to the precious
theme of redemption., The truth of God’s word is
spoken to leaden ears, and hard, unimpressible hearts.
The impression given the unbeliever by these pro-
fessed Christians is anything but favorable for the re-
ligion of Christ. These dull, careless ones show am-

bition and zeal when engaged in the business of the.

world, but things of eternal importance do not engross
the mind and interest them as do worldly things.
The voice of God through hiz messengers is a pleas-
ant song ; but ity sacred warnings, reproofs, and en-
couragements are all unheeded. Eternal and sacred
things are placed upon a level with common things.
The Holy Spiritis grieved. Said Christ, “ Take heed,
therefore, how ye hear.” Those are spiritually dead
who profess to worship Grod while the heart is not in
the work. There should be a hearty, wide-awake
church to encourage and uphold the hands of the
ministers of Jesus Christ. ‘

The people who profess to believe the truth may be
familiar with the evidences of our faith, and yet be
like the pretentious fig-tree, which flaunted its foliage
in the face of the world, but when searched by the
Magter, was found destitute of fruit. Fruitful Chris-
tians will be connected with God, and intelligent in
the things of God. The truth and the love of God
is their meditation. They have feasted upon the
words of life, and when they hear it spoken from the

desk, they can say, as did the two disciples who were

traveling to Emmaus when Christ explained to them
the prophecies in reference to himself, “Did not our
heart burn within us while he talked with us by the
way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?”

All who are connected with the light will let their
light shine to the world, and will, in their testimo-
nies, praise God, to whom their hearts will flow forth
in gratitude. Those who have a vital union with
Christ will rejoice in the assurance of his love. Noth-
ing of the world can make them sad when Jesus
makes them glad by his presence. Walking in the
light, they will never disgrace their profession or bring
reproach upon the cause of Chrigt. It is the privilege
of every child of God to store his mind with divine
truth, and the more he does this the more vigor and
clesrness of mind he will have to fathom the deep
things of God. He will be more and more earnest
and vigorous, as the principles of the trush are carried
out in his daily life,

‘We should ali be working together with God. No
idlers are acknowledged as his servants. The mem-
bers of the church should individually feel that the
life and prosperity of the church is affected by their
course of action. Those in the church who have suf-
ficiont talent to engage in any of the various voca-
tions of life, such as teaching, building, manufactur-
ing, and farming, will generally be prepared to labor
for the upbuilding of the church by serving on com-
mittees or as teachers in Sabbath-schools, engaging in

daily life and character,

miggionary labor or filling the different offices con-
nected with the church.

God requires that the first, the best, and the most
useful talents shall be employed to carry forward his
work upon the earth. The same zeal and energy,
tact and order, which are exercised in counting-rooms,
shops, and in the fine arts, should be brought inte
the religious life and exercised in the work of God.
These persons are responsible for the talents given
them of God to use to his glory, He calls for them
to come up to the help of the Lord againgt the mighty.

Many will give money because it costs less self-
denial and self-sacrifice than to give themselves. Some
say, *“ My business claims all my time. 8o numerous
are my engagements and so pressing their demands, I
cannot give my time.” Of what avail is means with-
out agents to use it? Ministers cannot do a tithe of
the work necessary to be done at this time to save
souls and preserve the vitality of the church.

God wants, not only that you should give of your
means, but that you should give yourselves. He
wants you. He claims your personal interest, your
talents. The very best and most vigorcus thoughts
should be devoted to his cause and to glorifying his

name.
‘What revelations will be made in the day of Geod,

when each individual will see his life as God sees it !
What opportunities lost to save souls! How many
precious hours wasted in followmg inclination in-
stead of discharging duties! How much greater
advancement might have been made in the knowledge
of the truth! How much talent that was given of
Grod for wise improvement, to be spent in his service,
has been buried in the cares and allurements of this
world! How much strength and courage might hiave
been given to the individual members of the church,
had they dedicated to God their talents and used them
to his gervice and glory. And how many souls might
have been saved had they been wise and sought first
the kingdom of God and hig rightecusness.

‘What can we say to arouse the people, who profess
to be the followers of Christ, to a sense of the solemn
responsibilities resting upon them? Is there no voice
that shall arouse them to work while the day lasts?
Our Divine Master gave his life for a ruined world.
‘Who will deny self, and make some sacrifice to save
souls for whom Christ died? Christ has left us an
example in hig life, that we might follow in his steps
and secure the approval of Heaven, ‘

Contemplating things of eternal interest will give
true perception of the things of Glod. The respect
and reverence due to God will be exhibited in the
The soul will be brought
into harmony withk Heaven. The entire character
will be elevated and transformed. The believer will
be made Christ-like, and finally obtain an enbrance
into the city of God.

—41 NuvER knew it was wrong to tell a lie; I
never heard of God!” This was the testimony of a
boy fourteen years old at an inquest in the city of
London, on the 30th of November, What a confes
sion to be made in the nineteenth century, in the
midst of all the efforts to evangelize the world, with
the migsionary traveling to the ends of the eart;h!
This boy must have come in contact with Christian
men every day, but it seems “no man -had cared for
his goul.”—Christian at Work.
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WHITE ROBES.
BY BLD. JAMES WHITE.

Text : “These are they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes and made them white in the biood
of the Lamb.” Rev. 7:14.

THE terms employed in the text are white robss,
washed their robes, great tribulation, and the Lamb.
These form natural divisions of the subject.

1. The white robes. The character of the truly
righteous, both in the life that now is, and in that
which is to come, is illustrated by white robes and
garments. of -purity. “I will greatly rejoice in
the Lord, my soul shall be joyfulin my God ; for he
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.”
Isa. 61 :10. The true Witness, Jesus Christ, coun-
sels his people, to buy of him “white raiment,” that
they may be clothed, and that the shame of their
mnakedness do not appear. Rev.3:18. And the
great multitude which no man could number “of
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes” Rev. 7:9. In the
passage from the prophet Isaiah, we have the
phrase, “robe of righteousness,” and in Rev. 19:
8, the inspired definition of the figure is given.
“The fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”

Wari_), woof, and weft, are words applicable to a
piece of cloth. The threads running lengthwise
are the woof, those running crosswise are the warp,
and the woven piece of cloth is the weft. Web-
ster and Lev. 18 :48, 49. From cloth are made

garments, whether they be called robes, or by any-

other name. Robes, ap&arel, garments, and fine
linen, are terms used in the Seriptures to represent
character. The two men in white apparel who
appeared on the mount of ascension, Acts 1 :10,
were two sinless angels. The pure and white linen
of the seven angels of Rev. 15 : 6, represents their
holy character. And the same is illustrated by the
long white garment of the youthful figure at the
resurrection of Churist.

The clean white robe represents purity of char-

acter. This lost in Adam, is found in Christ.
The Captain of our salvation met and overcame
Satan in the wilderness of temptation in our be-
“half. He wrought out a righteous character for
all who will believe in him and overcome in his
name. Here comes the work and the battle.
“'To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his throne.”
Rev. 8:21. And here comes in the running of
the race, the enduring hardness as good soldiers,
the fighting of the good fight of faith, and the lay-
ing hold on eternal life,
he heavenly white linen is composed, first, of
. the righteous character wrought out by the Son
of God through suffering in our behalf, as the
warp ; and, second, righteous works of those who
take hold of the righteousness of Christ by faith,
as the woof, or the filling. The warp is laid
in perfection by our triumphant Head, who en-
dured a fast of forty days, and overcame Satan on
our account. He stood firm just where Adam fell.
He perfected a character which Adam failed to
maintain. Here is the warp of the heavenly gar-
ment, waiting for the Christian, to weave in
the woof of .an obedient, godly life of faith. The
righteous character manifested in Jesus Christ may
be ours, if in obedience and faith we take hold of
it. In this way, the righteousness of Jesus Christ
may be imputed to us. Mark well the conditions
of reigning with Christ: “To him that over-
-cometh will T grant to sit with me in my throne.”
‘This is the weaving time. Fill up your life with
cheerful works of obedience and love. Do all in
faith. Keep out of the heavenly fabric every-
thing like “shoddy,” and weave earnestly the weft
with pure material,

2. They washed their robes. Here is a beautiful
figure of that righteousness that will clothe the re-
deemed. “These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb,” Rev. 7 :
14. “ Unto Him thatloved us, and washed us from
-our sins in his own blood.” Rev.1:5. The sin-
ner washes, and Christ washes. -Or, Christ pro-
wides the fountain-in which the sinner washes by
faith in the cleansing blood of the Redeemer. By
his aets of obedience he.shows his faith in the

blood of Christ, and thus his faith is made . per-
fect, and he exchanges his sins for an indwelling
Saviour.

¢ There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, .
And sinners plunge beneath that flood
And lose their guilty stains.

“ Fer since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds did give,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be while I live.

“Dear, dying Lamb, thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed church of God
Be saved, to sin no more.”

The robes of the righteous are not washed by
the angels and sent down to the saints all glisten-
ing in the whiteness of Heaven’s purity, No, the
washing is done by probationers in this world.
Washing is not only work, but hard work. The
redeemed had washed. They had washed their
robes of character. And they had done this by
faith in the blood of the Lamb. Or, to return to
the figure of weaving, faith in the all-cleansing
power of the blood of the Lamb is the spring that
sends the old-fashioned gospel shuttle, bearing the
woof of good works, across the holy threads of the
heavenly warp.

Some men talk of the imputed righteousness of
Christ and the utter Worth?essness of all we can
do, in a manner to give the idea that we may as
well sit down and wait for the Lord to send a
spotless robe down from Heaven to cover all our
imperfections, unworthiness, and sins. One of
this class, in making a dry speech in opposition
to the doctrine we had presented that men would
be judged and rewarded according to their
works, said that Paul declared that all our
righteousness is but filthy rags. We informed the
people that Paul had said no such thing ; and that
the expression occurred but once in all the Bible,
where the prophet contrasts apostates in Israel with
those that work righteousness.

“Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh
righteousness, those that remember thee in thy
ways. Behold, thou art wroth; for we have
sinned; in those is continuance, and we shall be
saved. But we are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” Isa.
64:5,6. The application of these fearful words
of the prophet o%) God to the obedient, trusting
followers of Christ, is but little short of an insult
to our divine Lord and his dear people. '

This class seem willing to rest down upon a
faith that is “dead as a door nail,” and do noth-
ing for God or for humanity. They live for self
all the days of their lives, expecting a spotless robe
in some way to come down from Heaven, warp,
woof, and all, to cover their sins so that they can
stand the test of the last Judgment. On the other
hand, there are those who think this robe can be

otten up in this world, quite independent of the
%a,viour of sinners. These are as wide of the truth
as the others. If men could gain eternal life by
good works alone, Christ need not have died for
our sins. But it is said of the redeemed, that they
had washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. They overcome by the
blood of the Lamb and the word of their testi-
mony. The blessings of salvation and eternal re-
demption are promised to those who have an active
faith, which 1s the main-spring of good works.

Paul recommends an active faith that works by
love. Gal.5 :6. Another apostle inquires, “ What
doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works ? can faith save
him ?” James 2 : 14. He answers, “If a brother
or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and
one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled ; notwithstanding ye give them
not those things which are needful to the body;
what doth it profit ? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say,
Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy
faith without thy works, and I will show thee my
faith by my works.” Verses 15--18.

The principles of a living, working faith were
implanted in the minds and hearts of the victori-
ous worthies of past ages, sketches of whose history

Paul gives in his epistle to the Hebrews. They

worked by faith. “By faith Abel offered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testi-
fying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet
speaketh.” Heb. 11 : 4.

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark
to the saving of his house ; by the which he con-
demned the world, and became heir of the right-
eousness which is by faith.” Verse 7.

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place, which-he should after receive for
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went.” Verse 8.

_ “By faith Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a .
season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt ; for he had re-
spect unto the recompense of the reward.” Verses
24--26. And by faith others “ quenched the vio-
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens”
Verse 34.

Faith and works are inseparable. A man is
justified by faith when heis justified by works.
The apostle speaks of the works and faith of the
father of the faithful in these words: “ Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect ? And the seripture
was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness:
and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified, and not by
faith only.” “Tor as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”
James 2 : 21--24;, 26.

The good works of the Christian are the meas-
ure of his faith. The white-robed multitude were
all workers. They washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Good works
are exalted in the Secriptures of both the Old and
the New Testament fully equal to good faith. © The
promises to Israel on conditions of obedience are
rich in blessings.

“If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of
the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight, and wilt give ear to his command-
ments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought up-
on the Egyptians : for I am the Lord that healeth
thee” Ex. 15 : 26.

“Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and
a curse ; a blessing, if ye obey the commandments
of the Lord your God, which I command you this
day ; and a curse, if ye will not obey the com-
mandments of the Lord your God.” Deut. 11 :
26--28.

“If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them, then I will give you
rain in due season, and the land shall yield her in-
crease, and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit.” Lev. 26 :3, 4.

“ Unto. thee, O Lord, belongeth merey ; for thou
renderest to every man according to his work.”
Ps. 62:12.

“If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not ; doth
not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and
he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it ?
and shall not he render to every man according to
his works ?” Prov. 24 :12.

“I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins,
even to give every man according to his ways, and
according to the fruit of his doings.” Jer. 17 : 10.

“The Great, the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts,
is his name, great in counsel, and mighty in work ;
for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the
sons of men, to give every one aceording to his
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”
Jer. 32 :18, 19.

“ Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son
of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand
from doing any evil.” Isa. 56 : 2.

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day ; and

call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
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honorable ; and shalt honor him, not doing thine
own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words, then shalt thou delight
tﬂyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee
with the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the
mouth of the Lord hath spokenit.” Isa. 58 :13,14.

“Wash you, make you clean. Put away theevil
of your doings from before mine eyes. Cease to
do evil, learn to do well. Seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow. Come now, and let us reason together,
saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow.” Isa.1:16--18.

“The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him, and hisright-
eousness unto children’s children, to such as keep
his ecovenant, and to those that remember his com-
mandments to do them.” Ps, 103:17, 18,

“ He hath showed thee, O man, what is good ;
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God ” Micah 6: 8.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you
-out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough
to receive it.” Mal. 3 : 10.

The promises to the obedient in the New Testa-
ment are quite as full as those of the Old. Christ
identifies himself with his suffering people, whom
he calls brethren. Acts of mercy and of love done
to the least of his brethren are done tohim. Christ
our King will say,— :

“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me
meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was
a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye
clothed me ; I was sick, and ye visited me ; I was
in prison, and ye came untome.” Matt. 25 : 34--36.
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels ; and then he shall reward
every man according to his works.” Matt. 16 : 27.

“ Who will render to every man according to
his deeds : to them by who patient continuance in
well doing seek for glory and honor and immor-
tality, eternal life.” Rom. 2: 6, 7.

“He that planteth and he that watereth are one.
And every man shall receive his own reward ae-
cording to his own labor.” 1 Cor. 3:8.

“ Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or
absent, we may be accepted of him ; for we must
all appear before the judgmentseat of Christ ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad.” 2 Cor. 5 : 9, 10.

“ And let us not be weary in well doing ; for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the house-
hold of faith.” Gal 6: 9, 10.

“ Whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be
bond or free.” Eph. 6:8. ‘

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love
of the brethren, see that ye love one another with
a pure heart fervently.” 1 Pet. 1:22.

“ And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the
Lord yeshall receive the reward of the inheritance ;
for ye serve the Lord Christ.” Col. 3 : 23, 24,

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be-
fore God ; and the books were opened ; and an-
other book was opened, which is the book of life ;
and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their
works.” Rev. 20:12.

“And, behold, I come quickly ; and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the be-
ginning and the end, the first and thelast. Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.” Rév. 22 : 12--14.

8. The great tribulation. The white-robed ones
embrace the saved during the entire period of
human probation, reaching across the dispensa~
tions, The redeecmed from the Patriarchal, Jew-

ish and Christian ages all come out of great
tribulation. The transgression and fall plunged
the representatives of the race in ruin, and made
their posterity the lawful prey of Satan. And
from the very commencement of the controversy
between Christ and his angels and Satan and his
angels to the end of probation, the struggle on the
part of those who escape the pollutions of this
world and rise to a life of obedience, justification,
and eternal life, is a fearful one.

Abel, the first martyr, fell by the murderous
hand of Cain, because his works were righteous,
and his brother’s evil. With these first sons of
Adam the great controversy commenced, and the
conflict between good and evil, led on by Christ
and Satan, has continued all along the ages down
to our day.

God said to Noah, “Come thou and all thy
house into the ark ; for thee have I seen righteous
before me in this generation” Gen. 7:1. As a
preacher of righteousness he condemned the ungod-
ly of his time,

It is said of just Lot, that his righteous soul
was vexed from day to day with the filthy conver-
sation of the wicked. 2 Pet. 2:7, 8. Satan has
ever held the masses under his destructive power,
while those left to Jesus Christ have been few.
As in the days of Noah, so in Lot’s time, those
who feared God were very few. Abraham pleads
for doomed Sodom in these pathetic words :—

“ Peradventure there be fifty righteous within
the city ; wilt thou also destroy and not spare the
place for the fifty righteous that are therein ?
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to
slay the righteous with the wicked ; and that the
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far
from thee. Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right ? And the Lord said, if I find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare
all the place for their sakes. And Abraham an-
swered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust
and ashes. Peradventure there shall lack five of
the fifty righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city
for lack of five? And he said, If. T find there
forty and five, I will not destroy it. And he
spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I
will not do it forty’s sake. And he said unto him,
Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak :
Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.
And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.
And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me
to speak unto the Lord : Peradventure there shall
be twenty found there, And he said, I will not
destroy it for twenty’s sake. And he said, Oh, let
not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but
this once : Peradventure ten shall be found there,
And he said, T will not destroy it for ten’s sake.”
Gen. 18 :24--32. But for want of ten righteous
men in Sodom, it was destroyed by the fire of the
Almighty, after righteous Lot made his escape.

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob dwelt in tabernacles,
pilgrims and strangers in a strange country, in
faith of an eternal inheritance. Abraham looked
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God. No man has been as severely
tried and tempted as was Abraham in reference to
his son. Paul speaks of the faithful patriarchs in
these words: “These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them afar
off; and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.” Heb. 11:13.

he life of Moses was one of sacrifice, care, and
sorrow. Paul says: “By faith Moses, when he
was come 10 years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter ; choosing rather to suffer af-
fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the re-
proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt; for he had respect unto the recom-
pense of the reward.”” Heb. 11 : 24-26.

The apostle continues his brief sketch of the
tribulations of the ancient worthies : “ And others
had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment. They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword ; they wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, af-
flicted, tormented ; of whom the world was not

worthy ; they wandered in deserts, and in mount-
ains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And
these all, having obtained a good report through
faith, received not the promise ; God having pro-
vided some better thing for us, that they without
us should not be made perfect.” Verses 36—40.
There were but few righteous men from Adam
to Moses, and the numbers of the just in the Jew-
ish age, compared with the mulitudes of the un-

just, were very small. These bent their lonely

footsteps in the path of self-denials, sacrifices, trials,
tears, and tribulations, up to life. '

‘When one asked Jesus, “ Ave there few that be
saved ?” he answered, « Strive to enter in at the
strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, will seck
to enter in, and shall not be able.” Luke 13 :23,
24. Again he says: “Enter ye in at the strait
gate ; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat; because strait is the gate.
and parrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it.” Matt. 7:13, 14,
Our Lord stated a great fact in these passages,
which existed when spoken, ever had existed, and
which would exist until the close of probation.
The way to destruction is broad, and many pop-
ular seekers crowd their way in it down to death.
The way to life is narrow, and the few earnest
strivers press their way up to life in it, glorying

in tribulation, rejoicing in hope of standing with

the white-robed ones on the plains of eternal re-
demption.

These good words that follow from the sweet
singer of Israel, also have a general application in
all the ages of human probation, and are to the

oint. “The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. The
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Many
are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all
his bones ; not one of them is broken. Evil shall
slay the wicked ; and they that hate the righteous
shall be desolate. The Lord redeemeth the soul of
his servants; and none of them that trust in him
shall be desolate.” Ps. 34 :17--22.

The Lord appeals to his people, through the
prophet, in these precious words, “ For my name’s
sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise
will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. Be-
hold, I have refined thee, but not with silver ; I
have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. For
mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do
it : for how should my name be polluted ? and I
will not give my glory unto another.” Isa. 48 :
9--11.

The Redeemer of the world in his ministry and
mission here to save lost men, drank the cup of
suffering to the very dregs. He appeals to his
disciples to strengthen their souls in tribulation,
in these forcible words: “If the world hate you,
ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If
ye were of the world, the world would love his
own ; but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you. Remember the word that I
said unto you, the servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you ; if they have kept my saying, the
will keep yours also. But all these things will
they do unto you for my name’s sake, because
they know not him that sent me.” John 15 :
18--21.

Paul gives his experience, in harmony with that
of his Master as follows: “Even unto this present
hour we both hunger and thirst, and are naked,
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-
place; and labor, working with our own hands.
Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suf-
fer it; being defamed, we entreat. We are made as
the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all
things unto this day. I write not these things to
shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.”
1 Cor. 4:11--14. The apostle declares that it is
through much tribulation that we must enter into
the kingdom of God. Acts 14:22. And in his
address to his son in the gospel he speaks of his per-
secutions and afflictions at Antioch, Iconium, and
Lystra, out of which the Lord delivered him, and
adds: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Tim. 3:12,



THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

[VoL. 65, No. 1.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
BY ELD. J. ¢. MATTESON. '

“FEAR not ; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ, the Lord.” Luke 2:10,11. Thus sounded
forth the joyful message of salvation on that memo-
rable night when our Saviour was born. The believ-
ing shepherds on the fields of Bethlehem listened
with rapture as the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them. And suddenly there was a heavenly choir,—a
multitude of the heavenly host,—who joined the first

angel, and gaid : *Glory to God in the highest, and on |

earth peace, good will toward men.” The Father
smiled on high. He caused a lovely ray of light to
shine through the dark clouds of the curse and to
light up the dark night of sorrow. The Son smiled
on earth,

He was born of a poor woman, and found room
with the beasts of the stall. There was no room for
him in the palaces of the world; no, not even in the
simplest dwelling for men. He was wrapt in swad-
dling clothes and laid in a manger. But a heavenly
light shone around the lovely countenance of this
babe. He smiled to the shepherds with a sweeter
smile than had ever been seen on the lips of an infant.
The angels rejoiced exceedingly as they saw a glimpse
of that grace, which, through this child, should be im-
parted to their fallen fellow-creatures on the earth,
and heavenly joy filled the hearts of the children of
God. The fire of divine love was kindled through
the blessed gospel of the birth of Christ.

Dear friend who reads these lines, do you not de-
sire to bow with the shepherds, and worship your
Saviour? Do you believe in Christ who alone can
save you? Do you love him more than all others?
Oh, come to the Liord! Seek him in his word and in
earnest prayer. Behold, Jesus stands at the door, and
knocks, Will you make room in your heart for your
best friend ?

A VISIT TO SABBATH-KEEPERS.

A FRIEND sends us the following, requesting that
it be published in the REVIEW, a request with which

~we take pleasure in complying :—

“Five o’clock, on a bright morning in October,
found us equipped and ready for our journey of forty
miles, with horse and buggy. * * * The occasion
of our visit at this time was to attend a quarterly
meeting of the Seventh-day Adventists of North-east-
ern Ohio, to be held in the town adjoining Bundy-
burg on the east.

“Friday afternoon brought the brethren and sisters
from a distance of thirty-five and forty miles to the
houge where we were guests. It was next to being
at home once more with my own dear people to meet
these people of intelligence and culture. Many of
them had been influential members of churches from
other denominations, who came out and embraced the
Sabbath under peculiarly trying circumstances, One
lady, the wife of a Baptist minister in Cleveland, has
for years kept the Sabbath alone in her family, amidst
trials and opposition. Another lady, a widow, has to
encounter such trials that she thinks it necessary to
leave her home and children. How is Christ’s saying
being fulfilled, ‘For I am come to set a man at vari-
ance against his father, and the daughter against her
mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law, and 2 man’s foes shall be they of his own
household.’

“When all had arrived, there were sixteen of us,
and in the evening we had one of the most precious
seasons of prayer I ever knew. On the next day
(Sabbath) and Sunday, we listened to preaching from
two of God’s servants, who also administered the rites
of baptism and communion, and attended to the ordi-
nance of feet-washing, besides doing the regular church
business, as is their usual practice at such meetings.
“This was apparently a joyful meeting to every

one, and I think all went away with their spiritual
strength renewed. 'We shall not soon forget the pleas-
ant visit at Bro. Underwood’s, the happy acquaint-
ances formed, nor the profitable sermons and seasons
of prayer and conference.”—F¥. E. 8., in Sabbath Re-
corder of Nov. 13.

Fedncational,

‘' The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge.” Prov.x:7.

AN OLD NEW-YEAR'S POEM.

TaoveH I be poor, yet will I make hard shift
But I will send my God a New Year’s gift;
Nor myrrh nor frankincense
Can I dispense,
Nor gold of ophir
Is in my coffer;
With wealth I have so small acquaintance as
I scarce know tin from silver, gold from brass.

Oriental rubies, emeralds green,
Blue sapphires, sparkling diamonds, I have seen,
Yet never yet did touch
Or gem or ouch,
Nor pearl nor amber B
Is in my chamber;
These things are in my mind, but never yet
Vouchsafed to lodge within my cabinet.

My ever-living, ever-loving King
Yet shall from me receive a better thing;
For princes’ diadems,
Flaming with gems,
With riches drest
Of East and West,
Matoh not this gift, which, if God shall own,
I'd not change lots with him that wears a crown.

A heart with penitence made new and clean,
Filled with faith, hope, and love, must be my strain ;
My God, who didst not slight
The widow’s mite,
Aocept of this
Poor sacrifice, .
Though I but give that which before was thine,
A treasure taken out of thine own mine.

—London ¢ Notes and Queries,” from the fly-leaf of an old book.

THE TEACHER'S INFLUENCE.

BY ELIZA H. MORTON.

WE are all more or less influenced by others. Es-
pecially is this true of children. Knowing their own
weakness and being aware of their own ignorance, chil-
dren naturally follow the example of those older tha:p
themselves, The parent exerts the most powerful ixii-
fluence ; next comes the teacher, whose influence is
very great—few realize how great.

A teacher whose standard of morality is low sows
the seeds of vice and wickedness broadcast. On the
other hand, a teacher who has a sacred regard for
truth and justice, and shows by his daily life and ex-
ample that he respects whatever is pure and holy,
exerts a powerful influence for good.

Every father worthy of the name wishes his sons
and daughters to become noble and true men and
women, Every mother worthy of the office wishes
her children to form good characters, and to be gov-
erned by pure and high principles. Parents, if you
desire these things, then see that you place your
children under right influences. It is better to place
them among vipers, than in a school taught by a man
or woman of immoral character. It is better never to
send them to school, than to send them where they
will be taught wrong ideas of life and its objeect.

The character of the teacher is of more importance
than his literary qualifications,—yea, of infinitely
greater importance. The worst class of teachers are
those who are openly profane and vulgar. This class,
it is to be hoped, is small. 'What can be said of that
district which annually employs a person who poisons
the atmosphere of the school-room with profane words,

vulgar jests, and tobacco-smoke? T think its inhabit-

ants must be demoralized, deluded, blinded, and igno-
rant, and wish to hurry their children to perdition.
There is a class of teachers, extensively employed,
whose influence is not good. I refer to those who are
outwardly moral, but inwardly corrupt. This class of
teachers appear well in society, and give the commu-
nity the impression that they are about right, yet all
the while their influence over young minds is ruinous,

They have no regard for religion or the truths con-
tained in the Bible, Their hearts have never been
purified by the Spirit, and, consequently, they cannot
govern themselves, and miserably fail in governing

others. The teacher who suffers his temper to get

the mastery of him, lowers himself in the estimation
of his pupils. This class of teachers cause children
to think lightly of the rights and privileges of others,
to regard the great truths of Christianity as a fable,
and to desire worldly honors more than those virtues
which can alone give vitality to the mechanism of
existence,

There is another class of teachers who are character-
ized by their dignity of manners and purity of conduct.
The great object for which they labor is to do good and
to elevate the human family. Their hearts glow with
love to God, and genuine love for the children. By
example and precept they daily teach morality, and by
a holy life testify to the reality of the Christian relig-
ion. They command first the respect, then the love of
their pupils. This gained, their influence for good is
unbounded. A word let fall from the lips of a beloved
teacher has a greater influence over a child than a long
sermon from a minister ; and such words have led many
noble youths and lovely maidens to realize that the
“fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge ;” and
have induced them to seek *to know Him, whom to
know aright is life eternal.”

Parents, I appeal to you. Think of these things.
Place your children under right influences, and you
will give them something of infinitely greater value
than houses or lands. Better than temporal wealth
is strength of character. 'With proper instruction and
guidance, your sons may be as “plants grown up in
their youth ; and your daughters as corner-stones, pol-
ished after the similitude of a palace.”—Maine Journal
of Education.

ONE MORE WORD.

‘WHILE I say over and over again, as I am consci-
entiously bound to say, that a properly and thoroughly
educated young minister can, other things being equal,
do vastly more good than the young minister who is
not thus educated, it is by no means to be understood
that I speak to the disparagement of those grand and
faithful old heroes of the cross whose early opportuni-
ties were limited. They have done much more in
their day than many of this younger and more highly fa-
vored generation will ever do in theirs; but the young
and the old are never to be compared with each other,
not by me at least. It is the young with the young,
and the old with the old. It does not make any dif-
ference with me whether the old man has been thor-
oughly “educated” or not; provided, only, he has
been faithful in his efforts to save souls and build up
Christ’s church, I shall reverence him. His success
is to be marked by his joyous and generous faithfal-
ness, whether over a few things or many. But as for
our young men, they may be compared one with an-
other, and it may be truly said, and it ought to be
repeatedly said, that he who is best educated in the
schools and out of them, by the Spirit and providence
of God, will far excel in usefulness him who is not
thus educated. Why, then, may not all our older
men urge our young men forward, and thus by en-
abling others to do more work and better work, add
stars to their own crowns of rejoicing?—Prof R. V.
Foster.

—TaE Church has creed enough and orthodoxy
enough; what she wants is to fill up the measure of
her creed with a clear, clean, Christ-like life.—Ormas-
ton.

—Ir we rugh into a constant round of working,
without a corresponding increase in prayer, the work
will wane away like the flame of a lamp when the oil
is expended. ¢ Still, spiritual contemplation,” says
Dy, Arnot, “goon runs to seed when practical duty is
neglected.”
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“Feed my Lambs.,” John 21:18,

NEW ENGLAND SABBATH-SCHOOL ASSO-
CIATION.

A sessioN of this Association was held in connection
with the annual meeting of the New England T. and M.
Society at South Lancaster, Mass.

The first meeting was held Sunday, Dec. 7, at 4 ». M.
Opened with singing ¢ Whiter than Snow,” and prayer
by Eld. R. 8. Webber, of Maine.

Eleven schools were represented by twenty-one dele-

* gates. Report of last meeting read and approved.

On motion, Eld. G. F. Haines, Judson Rice, and F.
'W. Mace were appointed by the Chair as a Committee on
Resolutions, The question of Sabbath-school contribu-
tions and their appropriation was then quite freely dis-
cussed by Eld. 8. N. Haskell, Brn. Rice, Tucker, Mace,
and others, after which Eld. R. 8. Webber made some
remarks in regard to the Sabbath-school work in Maine,
and spoke of the advantages arising from visiting differ-
ent schools. The utility of Sabbath-school maps and
text-books was then clearly set forth by Eld. Haskell.

Adjourned to call of Chair. '

Seconp MgreriNGg, Dec. 8.—Prayer by Eld. A. S.
Hutching. Report of last meeting read and accepted.
The Committee on Resolutions then presented the follow-
ing report, which, after some discussion, was fully
adopted :—

Whereas, God has signally blessed our Sabbath-school work
in the past, and through ity influence many have been led to
embrace present truth, therefore ‘

Resolved, That we will put forth greater efforts in future to
interest all in this branch of the work.

Whereas, There are many isolated families that are not ben-
efited by the Sabbath-school instruction, therefore

Resolved, That we make it a point to interest such families
in the Sabbath-school work, and urge them to organize, as far
as possible, family Sabbath-schools.

Whereas, The use of lesson books in our Sabbath-schools
makes it very difficult for all to unite in the Sabbath-school
at our general meetings; and whereas the loss of a single
Sabbath-school proves an injury to them and the school to
which they belong, therefore

Resolved, That we recommend that, as soon as practicable,
our schools throughout the Conference provide themselves
with the Lesson Sheets, and thus secure & uniformity in our
schools.

Resolved, That we recommend our Sabbath-schools in the
New England Conference io provide themselves with such
aids as will help them in the study of these lessons; such as
maps, text-books, etc.

Whereas, Our past experience has taught us that our pres-
ent system of penny offerings has not been sufficient to sus-
tain our Sabbath-sohools, therefore

Resolved, That we recommend our schools to adopt the
weekly class contribution.

The matter of increasing the circulation of the In-
structor was introduced by the President, and an appeal
was made for each school to engage the services of one or
more of its members who would make a specialty of can-
vassing for it. .

Tt was moved that the President be instructed to pre-
pare an address on Sabbath-school interests, to be deliv-
ered before the Association at a future meeting.

Adjourned sine die. D. A. RosinsoN, Pres.

E. D. Rozsinson, Sec.

A WEEK’S WORK.

WHEX at school, in boyhood, it was taught that ¢“ seven
days make a week.” Sabbath-school teachers, to some
extent, compute their time very differently. “Two hours
make a week” would more nearly express the idea of
many on the subject. The Sabbath-school session occu-
pies an hour and a quarter, and then forty-five minutes
for going, coming, and incidental chat, round out the
whole matter, and the work for the week is done. These
short-time workers are becoming fewer, comparatively,
year by year, but they are not yet extinct. And then,
there are many others who are but little better. From
the extreme just stated, there is a gradual grading and
shading upward ; a few more items and hours of toil be-
ing added, until the realm of the reasonable is reached,
above which lies that of the excellent, then the satisfac-
tory. .

The true week’s work of the Sabbath-school begins as
goon as teacher and class have separated on any given
Lord’s Day. The successes or the failures of that day are
the basis on which, in part, the next week’s work must
Has there been unusual hardness or carelessness?
Has there been unusual tenderness and
Has the attendance been

Were all there?

rest.
It must be met.
attention? It must be met.
small?_ Was a new pupil present?

Each of these special phases demands special attention at
the moment. Work in the class adapts itself to these re-
quirements. So does the work immediately after class,
and possibly on the way home. But this does not end it.
The outlook for another week must be made through the
media of the session just closed, and this outlook must be
made at onee. This will disclose various aspects of duty.
Whom to vigit; whom to address by letter; whom to in-
vite to your own house; on whom to place a burden of
duty in visiting. a comrade. . . . . All these, and
many other phases of duty, will be disclosed to him, who,
through the media of a session just ended, looks out over
a new week of opportunity.

How to study, as well as how to work, will be made
plain by this early beginning. Of course, one must study
to command the lesson in its subject matter, in its pres-
entation, and in its enforcement. He must know it,
and impart it, and fasten it. But all parts are not equally
important at all times. Selection is essential. The man
who deals with bodily ills, selects his remedies and their
uses. So must he who deals with spiritual ills. To do
this wisely, demands a careful study of the patient. Then,
there is hope of a skillful use of remedies.

To understand each scholar, may take much time.. Vis-
its to and from the scholar may be required. Corréspond—
ence may be needed. His companionships and sur-
roundings must be appreciated. He must be studied.
Why did he flash with interest to-day? Why did his in-
terest flag last Sabbath? Why was he absent two weeks
ago, and late to-day? Know him whom thou wouldst
benefit. Work for it, pray for it, and use the knowledge
you may gain. In pursuit of this fullness of information,
many parts of each week will be consumed; but these
may be secured by a wise economy of time. As one goes
to his business or comes from it, as he finds a few spare mo-
ments in the midst of his day, he may make a brief visit
here or there, and so push his efforts. Of course he must
not parade his object. Nobody likes to be inspected.
But he can push things in an unobtrusive way, and yet
reach the desired points.

The superintendent, tco, must push work in this man-
ner. With the scholars he has not so much to do directly,
except as the ally and fellow-helper with the teachers.
His special field is with these workers. They have their
difficulties, and doubts, and troubles, just as pupils have;
and, as each teacher is the friend and helper in his own
little sphere, so the superintendent stands among his as-
gociates in toil. The secretary and the librarians may
also find good objects on which to expend their atfen-
tion in visitation each week. They shorten the hours far
too much. More time spent by them would produce bet-
ter results in their respective departments. Everything
which can be looked after and accomplished during the
week, is deserving of attention and care.

These points are specialties. They need attention
from special workers in the school. But thorough study
is demanded of all. Especially should those officers who
neither teach nor sit in classes study the lesson, else they
wholly lose the benefit of this method of Bible instruction.
With all these, studying should be a growth through each
week. No one season spent in preparation can be so val-
uable as protracted progress. It gives the benefit of that
‘‘unconscious cerebration” which, like ‘‘simmering” in
cookery, thoroughly penetrates the subject in hand, and
brings a final condition of complete preparation, such ag
no hurried work could secure. Every day of every Sab-
bath-school worker’s week should witness the accomplish-
ment of something, (1.) in mastering the lessons of the
week, and (2.) in securing hold for good upon the pupils
of the class. When fifty-two such seasons of effort are
laid together each year, then a year's work will have a
meaning ; and when a teacher adheres to such work for a
long term of years, his life will be one of incalculable
good.—Rev. G. A. Peltz, in Baptist Teacher.

THE TEACHER'S EYE.

It is with the eye that the teacher will most readily
and accurately keep himself informed as to the degree of
attention which his pupils are paying to the exercises in
which theylare engaged. You will see at a glance whether
they are following you, or whether, through inability to
understand your meaning, or through distraction, their
minds are wandering. Your eye, then, is your sentinel.
But it is capable of much more than informing your mind
what is going on in your class. It will convey and em-
phasize your commands. Look what you mean when
you give a command, and your words will be obeyed.
Very often it will be needless to employ words at all. A
look will suffice to express your wish and the intensity of

the will that lies behind it. It will compel attention si-
lently and promptly, without interruption to the exercise
in hand, and without needless expenditure of physical en-
ergy. It will encourage and stimulate, admonish and re-
buke, with a delicacy far beyond the power of language.
Perhaps the most affecting of the reproofs given by the
Divine Teacher was that referred to in the words, “The
Lord turned and locked upon Peter,”—School Guardian.

FAMILY SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

How many are there in Vermont? The head of each
family having a Sabbath-school will please send his ad-
dress, immediately, to Frank 8. Porter, North Fayston,
Vit., and other families remote from any Sabbath-school
should start a Sabbath-school at once. Any who are
at a loss how to begin, or have any difficulty in the way,
are requested to correspond with me about it. Families
80 located as to be often kept at home on the Sabbath by
winter storms, can at such times have a family Sabbath-
school.

We aim to have every Sabbath-keeper in Vermont ac-
commodated with S. 8. privileges, and our ministers
and all interested in the work are requested to work to
this end. H. PeepLES.

So. Lunenburg, Essex Co., V.

VERMONT SABBATH-SCHOOL REPORTS.

WEY not all report? Nearly all did report last quar-
ter ; but some reports did not reach Bro. Porter in time
to be forwarded to the Secretary of the General S. 8. As-
sociation, and some schools sent no report. Let us make
thorough work this quarter, and have a report on time
from every organized Sabbath-school in Vermont.

H. Pzesres, Pres. Vt. 8. 8. Association,

Ouy Cuukel,

T« A tiede balm, and a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and almonds.™

Gen. 43: 11,

—SELF-SACRIFICE i part of the Lord's refining fire,
in which he prepares the gold for the building of the
heavenly city.—Inferior.

—“My will, not thine, be done,” turned Paradise
into a desert. “Thy will, not mine, be done,” turned
the desert into a paradise and made Gethsemane the
gate of Heaven—Dr. B. Pressense.

—TaE best type of Christian character must be
that of the man who mixes hiy daily work with con-
gcience, and strives to do everything, even the most
insignificant, as unto the Lord. —Zwaminer and Chron-
icle. '

—TaE shortest and surest way to live with honor
in the world is to be in reality what we would appear
to be; and, if we observe, we shall find that all hu-
man virtues increase and strengthen themselves by
the practice and experience of them.—Socrates.

—WE see it stated that Charles Beecher, twenty-
two years pastor of the South church, Georgetown,
Mass., has resigned. But whether his adoption of
spiritualism hag led to it or not, we have not learned.
—World's Crisis.

—TaE National Baptist would like to have a day
of fasting and prayer to ask the blessing of the Lord
on the effort to relieve the churches of their burdens;
and the Christian at Work thinks fasting, prayer, and
common sense might prevent churches from running
into debt at all.

—OxE of our Unitarian friends at Providence
handed us this most excellent thought, written on a
torn leaf of his memorandum-book : “The demand
now is for a science that is philosophical, a philosophy
that is scientific, and a religion that is both philo-
sophical and scientific.” Not much Christianity about
that !—ZIndex.

—Tue Presbyterian Banner takes it for granted
that a man who had committed four murders, or four
burglaries, or four perjuries, would not be allowed to
take his seat in Congress, and then with reference
to the well-known Mormon delegate, wonders how a
man who has four wives is esteemed worthy of a place
among our nation’s law-makers.—Christian Weekly.
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

BY ELD. JAMES WHITE,

Texr.—Can ye not discern the signs of the times?
Matt. 16 : 3.

Our Lord asked the Pharisees and Sadducees
this question at a time when they came to him
tempfing him for a sign from Heaven. It wasa
reproof to them for their unbelief in the signs
mentioned in the Old-Testament writings, which
they professed to believe, and which were actually
being fulfilled before their eyes, yet disregarded by
them. They could tell the weather for the mor-
row, but had no skill in those prophecies that
pointed to that time. “When it is evening, ye
say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red;
and in the morning, It will be foul weather to-day,
for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites,
ye can discern the face of the sky; but can yenot
discern the signs of the times ?”

That which constitutes a sign of the times, in a
scriptural sense, must be a matter of prophecy.
The prophetic pencil sketches that which shall
take place in the political and religious worlds.
Time shows the fulfillment. The student of
prophecy compares the prophetic sketch with the
facts of history, and, finding a perfect agreement,
he sees his position on the great highway of time.
The prophets of God had spoken of the first advent
of Christ; and the fulfillment of their words rel-
ative to his birth, his gospel, his miracles, his hu-
miliation and death, were signs to the Jews that
Jesus of Nazareth was the promised Messiah.

SIGNS OF THE FIRST ADVENT,

1. Christ was born of a virgin, Matt. 1 :18--25,
spoken of in Isa. 7 :14.

2. Bethlehem was hig birthplace, Matt. 2:1,
mentioned in Micah 5 : 2.

3. The act of Herod in slaying all the children
in Bethlehem, from two years old and under, Matt.
2 :16, 18, prophesied of m Jer. 81 : 15.

4. His forerunner, John. “The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord.” TIsa. 40:3. All Judea and Jeru-
salemr saw this sign when they went out to be
baptized of John. Matt. 3 :1--6.

5. The gospel preached. When Jesus stood u
in the synagogue to read, he opened the book and
read where it 1s written, Isa. 61 : 1, “ The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings.” The eyes of
all them that were in the synagogue were fastened
upon him. And he said unto them, “This day is this
seripture fulfilled in your ears” Luke 4:16--21.

6. His humility when on trial. “He was op-

ressed, and he was afflicted ; yet he opened not
Eis mouth. He is brought as a lamb to the daugh-
ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
he opened not his mouth.” Isa. 53:7.

7. The manner and circumstances of his death.
“They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a rav-
ening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like
water, and all my bones are out of joint. My
heart is like wax ; it is melted in the midst of my
bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd ;
and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou
hast brought me into the dust of death. For dogs
have compassed me ; the assembly of the wicked
have inclosed me. 'They pierced my hands and m
feot. I may tell all my bones; they look and
stare upon me. They part my garments among
them, and cast lots upon my vesture.” Ps. 22:13
--18. “Reproach hath broken my heart; and I
am full of heaviness; and I looked for some to
take pity, but there was none; and for comfort-
ers, but I found none. They gave me also gall
for my meat ; and in my thirst they gave mevin-
egar to drink.” Ps, 69:20, 21. These prophecies
had an exact and literal accomplishment at the
crucifixion of Christ, and the Jews saw it. Read
Matt. 27 : 35 ; John 19 : 28--30. :

8. The fulfillment of the seventy weeks of Dan.
9:24--27. The Jews understood this, or might
have understood it. Caiaphas, being high priest
that year, said to them, “Ye know nothing at all,
nor consider that it is expedient for us that one
man should die for the people, and that the whole
. nation perish not. .And this spake he not of him-
self ; but being high priest that year, he prophe-
sied [or taught the prophecies] that Jesus should

die for that nation ; and not for that nation only,
but that also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad.” John
11:49--52. We might add to these signs the mira-~
cles of Christ, his resurrection, the pouring out of
the Holy Spirit on the day of pentecost, and still
others which were distinctly spoken of by the
prophets.

But notwithstanding the fulfillment of these
prophecies before the faces of the rulers of the
Jews, and all these signs were actually accomplished
in a little more than thirty years, and they them-
selves had to acknowledge that notable miracles
had been done by our Lord, yet they believed not.
Well may it be said by this generation, that the
Jews deserved wrath, and God was just in destroy-
ing their nation and place. But are they less
guilty of the sin of unbelief than the Jews were ?
Do they believe in that Word which they blame
the Jews for rejecting ?

The Jews were looking for atemporal kingdom.,
They applied many of the prophecies of Christ’s
second appearing in power and great glory to his
coming as a prince to deliver them from the Ro-
man yoke, and exalt them to worldly glory. They
were disappointed and grieved with the humility
of Jesus of Nazareth, and in their pride rejected
the signs of his first advent. The popular pro-
fessors of our day as a body are looking for a
temporal millennium, and overlook the signs of
his second advent, which are much more numerous
and forcible than those of his first advent. Then
if the signs of Christ’s second coming are held in
doubt, and are rejected by the professed people of
God of this generation, the sin of unbelief will
rest upon them heavier than it did upon the Jews,
in proportion as they reject greater light.

&m anything be known relative to the period
of Christ’s second corning is a question unsettled
in many minds. We accept the Bible as a revela-
tion from Heaven. What God hasrevealed in that
book let no man call a mystery, or a secret- of the
Almighty. “The secret ‘things belong unto the
Lord our God; but those things which are re-
vealed belong unto us and to our children for-
ever.” Deut. 29:29. If the sacred Seriptures
do not designate any period in particular for the

P | second appearing of Christ, then men should no

longer search for proof of his soon coming. But
if prophecy, in a most clear and harmonious man-

ner, does point to the period of that great event,.

and if there is evidence that “it is near, even at
the doors,” the subject at once assumes very grave
importance.

hen the disciples inquired, “ What shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world #”
Jesus did not reprove them for inquiring into
that which was purposely hidden from all men ;
but he answered that question in the most definite
manner. He even stated that there should be
signs of that event in the sun, in the moon, and
in the stars; and adds, “ When ye shall see all
these things, know that -it is near, even at the
doors.” The simple fact that the Lord mentions
signs of his second advent, is the best proof pos-
sible that his people were not to remain ignorant
of the relative nearness of the event. Add to
this evidence his declaration that when these signs
should be seen, his people should know that it was

Y | near, even at the doors, and the case becomes an

exceedingly strong one.

Prophecy is history in advance. From the very
nature of the case Daniel could not understand
his own prophecy, which related to those kingdoms
which were to exist. When the prophet inquires :
‘O my Lord, what shall be the end of these
things,” Gabriel answers: “Go thy way, Daniel,
for the words are closed up and sealed till the time
of the end.” Dan. 12:8, 9. To this agrees the
apostle who speaks of the prophets, “ Unto whom
it 'was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister.” 1Pet.1:12. Wewillnow
consider the subject of the signs of our times in
the light of the fulfillment of prophecy.

SIGNS OF THE SECOND ADVENT.

1. Daniel, second chapter. The second chapter
of Daniel’s prophecy has to do with five universal
kingdoms which were to succeed each other. The
first four are earthly and perishable ; the fifth is
immortal and will stand forever.

The first four kingdoms are represented by the
several parts of the great metallic image, of gold,
silver, brass and iron mixed with clay. The golden
head represents the kingdom of Babylon ; the sil-
ver breast and arms of the image represent Media
and Persia ; the brazen sides, Grecia ; the ironlegs,
Rome ; the feet and toes, part of iron and part of
clay, symbolize the divided, weakened condition of
Rome.

The several specifications of this line of proph-
ecy are fulfilled, excepting the last, which is ex-
pressed in these words: “Thou sawest till that a
stone was cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for them;
and the stone that smote the image became a
great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” Dan,
2:84.

2. Daniel, seventh chapter. The seventh chap-
ter of this prophecy covers the same ground as the
second. 'The symbols employed are a lion, a bear,
a leopard, and a nameless beast with ten horns.
The lion, like the golden head of the image, repre-
sents Babylon ; the bear, like the silver breast and
arms, Media and Persia; the leopard, like the
brazen sides, Grecia; the nondescript beast, the
same as the iron legs, Rome. His ten horns, the
same as the ten toes of the image, the present con-
dition of the Roman empire, divided into ten king-
doms. .

This line of prophecy, however, is more definite
than that of the second chapter, especially that
which relates to the fourth kingdom. The Roman
beast is given in a second form with three horns
plucked up by a little horn. This little horn is a
symbol of the papacy, through whose influence
three of the ten kingdoms were subdued in its
onward march up to complete supremacy, A. D.
538. The blasphemous character, cruel persecu-
tions, and the period of the civil power of the little
horn are given by the prophet in these words:—

“ And %e shall speak great words against the
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the
Most High, and think to change times and laws;
and they shall be given into his hand until a time
and times and the dividing of time.” Dan.7 :25.
This period is the same as the forty-two months of
Rev. 13 : 5, and the twelve hundred and sixty pro-
phetic days of Rev. 12:6. From 538, 1260 years
would extend to 1798, when, on Feb. 10, Berthier
a French general, entered the city of Rome and
took it. On the 15thof the same month, the pope
was taken prisoner and shut up in the Vatican.
The Papal government, which had continued from
the time of Justinian, was abolished, and a repub-
lican form of government given to Rome. The
pope was carried captive to I'rance, where he died
m 1799. Thus, he that led into captivity went
mto captivity ; he that killed with the sword was
killed (subdued) with the sword. Rev. 13:10.

Where are we in this prophetic line which
reaches to the end of all earthly governments?
‘We have passed the lion, Babylon ; the bear, Media
and Persia; the leopard, with his four wing$ and
four heads, Grecia, has been passed. The history
of the terrible beast, Rome, has been written ; and
the papacy, symbolized by the little horn, has ful-
filled 1ts twelve hundred and sixty years of blas-
phemy and terrible persecutions; and its civil power
was taken away eighty-two years since.

For what do we wait? The prophet answers
in these words: “I beheld even till the beast was
slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame.” Dan. 7:11. “And the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the peo-
ple of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him.” Verse 27.

3. Daniel, chapter eight. The eighth chapter of
Daniel presents a third prophetic line, embracing a
ram with two horns, a symbol of the kingdom of
Media and Persia; a goat with a notab?e horn,
Grecia, with Alexander for its first king. The
four horns taking the place of the one, represents
the division of Alexander’s kingdom after his
death. And the little horn which waxed exceed-
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ing great, which stood up against the Prince of
princes, representing Jesus Christ at his crucifix-
ion, is Rome. This “ power” being “ broken with-
out hands,” represents its destruction at the second
coming of Christ, when the man of sin, a symbol
of the same power, 2 Thess. 2 :3--8, will be con-
sumed by the spirit of Christ’s mouth, and be de-
stroyed by the brightness of his coming.

4. Daniel, chapter eleven. In the eleventh chap-
ter of this prophecy, the same ground is again
covered by historic prophecy, reaching down to
the standing up of Michael, or the reign of Christ,
the great time of trouble, the deliverance of the
saints, and the resurrection of the dead. This chain of
prophecy terminates with these words: “ And they
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament, and they that turn many to righteous-
ness as the stars forever and ever,” Dan. 12 :1--3,
carrying us out into the boundless ocean of eter-
nity. With this view of the subject, how forcible
the words of Gabriel to Daniel, “I am come to
make thee understand what shall befall thy people
in the latter days.” Dan. 10:14.

5. The dark day of May 19, 1780. <Immedi-
ately after the tribulation of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven.” Matt.
24 :29. )

The tribulation here mentioned is that which
was upon the church of Christ for 1260 years,
during the persecuting career of the little horn of
Dan. 7:25. Compare with Rev. 12:6; 13:5.
Then immediately, after the tribulation of those
days of papal persecution, the sun was to be dark-
ened. Mark this: It does not say after those
days; but after the ¢rebulation of those days.
The days reached to 1798, eighteen years this side
of the dark day ; but the tribulation of the days
ceased before the sun was darkened in 1780. The
days of tribulation were shortened for the elect’s
sake. Matt. 24:22. The reformation under Martin
Luther modified this tribulation, and continued to
restrain the rage and consume the power of the
papacy until 1700, since which time, according
to all church history, there has been no general
persecution against the church. Mark 13 :24,
‘makes this point very plain: “But in those days,
after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened.”
That is, before the 1260 years should close, but
after the tribulation, or martyrdom, of the church
ceased, the sun was darkened. Those who would
point to the future, or to the past, prior to the
eighteenth century, for the darkening of the
sun here mentioned, will do well to read again
Mark 13 : 24 : “But in those days, after that trib-
ulation, the sun shall be darkened.”

“ A something strikingly awful shall forewarn
that the world will come to an end, and that the
last day is even at the door.”—Martin Luther,

“In the month of May, 1780, there was a very
terrific dark day in New England, when all faces
seemed to gather blackness, and the people were
filled with fear. There was great distress in the
village where Edward Lee lived,—‘men’s hearts
failing them for fear’ that the Judgment day was
at band. The neighbors all flocked around the
holy man ; for his lamp was trimmed, and shining
brighter than ever amidst the unnatural darkness.
Happy and joyful in God, he pointed them to
their only refuge from the wrath to come, and
spent the gloomy hours in earncst prayer for the
distressed multitude.”—Lract No. 379 of Am.
Tract Society.— Life of Edwards.

“The 19th day of May, 1780, was a remarka-
bly dark day. Candles were lighted in many
houses. The birds were silent, and disappeared.
The fowls retired to roost. It -was the general
opinion that the day of Judgment was at hand.
The legislature of Connecticut was in session, at
Hartford, but being unable to transact business,
adjournéd—President Dwight im (Ct.) Historical
Collections.

“ ANNIVERSARY OF THE DARK Dav.—The dark
day, May 19, 1780, is thus described by Mr. Stone,
in his history of Beverly: ¢The sun rose clear,
but soon assumed a brassy hue. About 10 o’clock,
A. M, it became unusually dark. The darkness
continued to increase till about one o’clock, when
it began to decrease. During this time, candles
became necessary. The birds disappeared and were
silent, the fowls went to their roosts, the cocks

crew as at daybreak, and everything- bore the ap-
pearance and gloom of night. The alarm produced
by this vnusual aspect of the heavens was great.’ ”
—Portsmouth Journal, May 20, 1843.

From Robert Sears’ Guide to Knowledge, pub-
lished in New York, 1844, we extract the follow-
ing: “On the 19th of May, 1780, an uncommon
darkness took place all over New England, and ex-
tended to Canada. It continued about fourteen
hours, or from ten o’clock in the morning till mid-
night. The darkness was so great that people
were unable to read common print, or tell the time
of the day by their watches, or to dine, or transact
their ordinary business, without the light of candles.
They became dull and gloomy, and some were ex-
cessively frightened. The fowls went to roost.
Objects could not be distinguished but at a very
little distance, and everything bore the appearance
of gloom and night. Similar days have occasion-
ally been known, though inferior in the degree or
extent of their darkness. The causes of these phe-
nomena are unknown. They certainly were not
the result of eclipses.”

6. The dark night of May 19, 1780. *And the
moon shall not give her light.” Matt. 24 : 29.

“The moon shines with a borrowed light ; and,
therefore, if the sun from whom she borrows her
light is turned into darkuess, she must fail, of
course, and become bankrupt.”—Matthew Henmry.

“The night succeeding that day (May 19, 1780,)
was of such pitchy darkness that, in some in-
stances, horses could not be compelled to leave the
stable when wanted for service. About midnight,
the clouds were dispersed, and the moon and stars
appeared with unimpaired brilliancy.”—Ports-
mouth Jowrnal, May 20, 1843 ~—Extract from
Stone’s History of Beverly.

Mr. Tenny, of Exeter, N. H, speaking of the
dark day and dark night of May 19, 1780, says:

“The darkmess of the following evening was
probably as gross as has ever been observed since
the Almighty first gave birth to light. I could
not help conceiving at the time, that if every
luminous body in the universe had been shrouded
in impenetrable darkness, or struck out of exist-
ence, the darkness could not have been more com-
plete. A sheet of white paper beld within a few
inches of the eyes was equally invisible with the
blackest velvet.”

Dr. Adams, speaking of the dark night, says:

“ At nine, it was a darkness to be felt by more
senses than one, as there was a strong smell of
soot. Almost every one who happened to be out
in the evening, got lost in going home. The dark-
ness was as uncommon in the night as it was in
the day, as the moon had fulled the day before.”

7. The falling stars of Nov. 18, 1833. “And
the stars shall fall from heaven.” Matt. 24:29.
‘We here give an extract from an article written
by Henry Dana Ward, published in the Journal
of Commerce, Nov. 15, 1833:

“At the cry, ‘Look out of the window,” I
sprang from a deep sleep, and with wonder saw
the east lighted up with the dawn and meteors.
The zenith, the north, and the west also, showed
the falling \stars, in the very image of one thing,
and only one, I ever heard of. called to my
wife to behold; and while robing, she exclaimed,
“See how the stars fall!” I replied, ‘ That is the
wonder!’ and we felt in our hearts that it was a
sign of the last days; for, truly, ‘the stars of
heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree cast-
eth ber untimely figs when she is shaken of a
mighty wind” Rev. 6:13. This language of the
prophet has always been received as metaphorical.
Yesterday, it was literally fulfilled. The ancients
understood by aster, in Greek, and stella, in Latin,
the smaller lights of heaven. The refinement of
modern astronomy has made the distinction be-
tween stars of heaven and meteors of heaven.
Therefore the idea of the prophet, as it is ex-
pressed in the original Greek, was literally ful-
filled in the phenomenon of yesterday.

“And how did they fall? Neither myself, nor
one of the family, heard any report; and were I
to hunt through nature for a simile, I could not
find one so apt to illustrate the appearance of the
heavens, as that which St. John uses in the proph-
ecy before quoted.”

“The stars fell ‘even as a fig-tree casteth her
untimely figs when she is shaken of a mighty

wind” Here is the exactness of the prophet.
The falling stars did not-come as if from' several
trees shaken, but from one; those which appeared
in the east fell toward the east; those which ap-
peared in the north fell toward the north; those
which appeared in the west fell toward the west;
and those which appeared in the south—for I went
out of my residence into the Park—fell toward the
south. And they fell not as the ripe fruit falls
—far from it; but they flew, they were cast, like
the unripe fruit, which at first refuses to leave
the branch ; and when, under a violent pressure,
it does break its hold, it flies swiftly, straight off,
descending ; and in the multitude’s falling, some
cross the track of others, as they are thrown with
more or less force, but each one falls on its own
side of the tree. Such was the appearance of the
above phenomenon to the inmates of my house.”

Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College, says :~——

“The extent of the shower of 1833 was such
as to cover no imconsiderable part of the earth's
surface, from the middle of the Atlantic on the
east, to the Pacific on the west; and from the
northern coast of South America, to undefined
regions among the British possessions on the
north, the exhibition was visible, and everywherc
presented nearly the same appearance.”

The Rockingham (Va.) Kegister called it “A
rain of fire,”—thousands of stars being seen at
once ; some said it began with considerable noise.

We now inquire, Why bhas Christ given the
church these signs in the luminaries of heaven of
his second coming? Are they given to deceive
and lead the honest Christian to Jook for Christ's
coming, when nothing can be known of the period
of that event ? Preposterous! The fact that Christ
foretells signs of his coming, and then states th:
object of those signs, that the church may know
when the event is near, even at the doors, is suffi-
cient proof that it is the design of Heaven that the
church should understand the period of the second
advent. oo

After stating that the sun should be darkened,
and that the moon should not give her light, and
that the stars should fall from heaven, Christ gives
the parable of the fig-tres, and makes the most
distinet application of it. “Now learn a parable
of the fig-tree ; when his branch is yet tender, and
gutteth %orth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh

o likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at the doors.” Verses
32, 33. No figure should exceed the fact illus-
trated in a single particular. This being the case
in the parable of the fig-tree, the point becomes an
exceedingly strong one. No language can be more
direct. No proof can be more complete. With al!
that certainty with which we know that summer
is nigh when we see the buds and the leaves shoot
forth from the trees in spring, and the earth cov- .
ered with her carpet of green, may we know that
Christ is at the doors. The most daring unbelief
will hardly venture to deny these words of the Son
of God, and assert that nothing can be known of
the period of his second coming.

The proclamation of the coming and kingdowm
of Christ is given to the last generation. God did
not send Noah to preach to the next to the last
generation before tlll)e flood, but to the last. The
very generation which was destroyed by the wa-
ters of the flood saw Noah build the ark, and heard
his warning voice. So God has raised up men to
give the solemn warning to the world at the right
time to give force to the warning. And the very
generation of men that live after the three great
signs are fulfilled, and who hear and reject the
warning message from Heaven, will drink the cup
of the unmingled wrath of God. And those of
this very geperation who receive the message,
suffer disappointments, and endure the trials of the
waiting position, will witness the coming of Christ,
and exclaim, “ Lo, thisis our God ; wehave waited
for him, and he will save us.” Isa. 25:9.

With what emphasis our Lord gave utterance
to this sentiment. Tt is a rebuke upon our unbe-
lief. As we read it, God help us to believe it :
“Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not
pass till all these things be fufillled” And as
though this were not enough to lead us to unwav-
ering faith, he adds these forcible words : “ Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away.” _



8 .

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

[VoL. 55, 'No. 1.

Bl Revigw wnd Heratd,

¢ Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth.”

BarrLe CrEEK, Mica., Jaw. 1, 1880.

Jamrs WHITE, }
J. N, ANDREWS,
U, Swrrs, ;

. COorresponding Editors.
Resident Bditor.

THE NEW VOLUME.

Ix the lagt number of the REviEw we promised to
extend a New. Year’s Greeting to our growing family
of subscribers by Jan. 1, 1880. 'We did not then an-
ticipate that we should fulfill this promige to our read-
ers in the improved form and enlarged size in which
we come to them this week.

These changes will be a surprise to nearly all our
readers, and the question will at once suggest itself
why something was not said in reference to them in
our last issue. It was because, as above stated, we
did not then ourselves know that they would be made,
as no plang had been laid concerning the new volume
in this respect. But perhaps the want of more space
in the REviEw was never more severely felt than at
the close of the lagt volume, Dec. 18. When, therefore,
in the interval between the volumes, we began to can-
vass the question how greater interest and efficiency
could be given to the paper, the question of an en-
larged size first came up for solution ; and after care-
ful and mature deliberation by the Trustees, it was de-
cided to adopt the improvements which we are happy,
though with such apparent abruptness, to present to
the reader this week. 7

Our paper now corresponds in size of page, as the
reader will perceive, to such popular journals as the
N. Y. Independent, Harper's Weekly, and The House-
hold, while in size of page, and the number and width
of columns to the page, it corresponds to such journals
ag the Christian Union, Clristiom at Work, Christian
Woman, The Advance, and The Scientific American,
the form and make-up of which meet with such general
favor.

Enlarging the paper to sixteen pages makes it the
largest journal in this country, if not in the world, de-
voted to expositions of prophecy, the signs of the
times, the. second coming of Christ, and kindred
themes, and gives space for a great variety of readiﬁg
matter on subjects of importance and interest. The
departments we design to maintain, most of them con-
tinuougly, others occagionally as pasging events may
demand, are as follows :—

1. The Sermon ; 2. Our Contributors ; 3. The Watch-
tower ; 4. Educational; 5, Historical ; 6. Sabbath-
School Department ; 7. Missionary Department; 8.
Progress of the Cause; 9. The Commentary; 10.
The Family Circle; 11. The Casket; 12, Notes of
Nows ; 13. Appointments; 14. Publishers’ Depart-
ment ; 15, Editorial.

Our former readers will at once perceive the advan-
tages and the increased interest which the added de-
partments. will give. The Missionary Department will
furnish opportunity for the prompt and regular publi-
cation of missionary reports and other matter per-
taining to that branch of the work. The 8. 8, De-
partment will enable teachers and others to speak of
the progress and interests of this important enterprise.
The Educational Department will appeal to the friends
of education and of our College. The Historical will
give such items of history as show the fulfillment of
prophecy, to which the general reader may not have
ready access. With the other departments, our read-
ers are already more or less familiar,

But with all this increase of size and amount of
reading matter, no addition is made to the price ; so
that we can claim for the Review that it is the cheap-
ést religious paper published in the country; for we
shall still exclude advertisements, with the exception
of our ‘own publications, and devote the entire paper
to fresh reading matter every week. Larger journals
devote 8o much of their space to advertisements, a
gource of great income to the publisher, that they

either give no more, and frequently less, reading mat-
ter than the REviEW proposes to give, or they have a
higher subscription price, or increase their income in
both these respects. But with the increased subscrip-
tion list which we expect, partly as the result of these
improvements, the REview will be able to furnish its
patrons an amount of matter at & price which will
compare favorably with that of any other journal in

the land.
It is unnecessary to try to enumerate all the at-

tractive features which the new volume will present;
but we cannot forbear to mention that Bro. and Sr.
‘White, by whose pens the columns of the present num-
ber are so largely enriched, design to write more for
the paper in the future than during some volumes in
the past.

‘We think all will be pleased with this new depart-
ure, and will feel more than ever that the REVIEW i
a paper for which they can work with interest and
energy. The editors will try to do their part; and we
confidently ask of all that which, if bestowed, we shall
with gratitude receive,—their co-operation, sympathy,
and prayers. :

CHRISTMAS AT THE TABERNACLE.
ENCOURAGEMENT AND GOOD CHEER.

AcoorDING to the general suggestion in the REview
of Dec. 11, a beautiful evergreen was -placed in the
Tabernacle, and & meeting was held in the evening of
the 25th. The order of exercises was as follows: 1.
Anthem, “Gloria in Excelsis;” 2. Prayer by U.
Smith ; 3. Christmas Song, “ Ring out Merry Bells
in the Steeple;” 4. Address by C. W. Stone; 5.
¢ Chrigtmas Jubilee,” from the Song Anchor; 6. Ad-
dress by Mrs. E. G. White; 7. Temperance Anthem,
“ Hasten on the Glorious Day ;” 8. Remarks by Eld.
James White; 9. Gathering the harvest from the
tree; 10, Hymn, “ There is a Gate that Stands Ajar,”
sung by the congregation,

The exercises passed off in a manner to entertain
and interest the'large audience. The address of Eld.
Stone was appropriate and instructive. He took for
the basis of his remarks the various mottoes which
adorned the gallery front, and dwelt upon God’s good-
ness in giving his Son for man’s redemption, The
address of Sister White was full of good points, and
delivered in her usual forcible manner. She de-
seribed the scene as the joyful tidings were made
known to the shepherds that a Saviour had been born,
and spoke of the character and example of Jesus, pre-
senting in its true colors the fearful inconsistency of
celebrating his birth in the common manner, with
frivolity, gluttony, and intemperance. She pointed to
the tree hung all over with tastefully arranged con-
tributions, a8 a fit emblem of the fruit-bearing Chris-
tian, and finally carried the mind forward to the tree
of life in the kingdom of God, from which the over-
comer will by-and-by pluck the life-giving fruit,

Eld. White remarked that by the singing of the
temperance anthem his mind was carried back to his
early life, when, on the occasion of a temperance
meeting 39 years ago, he led the choir in singing that
very anthem in the town of Palmyra, Me. He occu-
pied a few moments in remarks appropriate to the
Christmas gathering, '

The fruit of the tree was then gathered, consisting
almost entirely of sums of money from 10 cts. to $250,
in payment of previous pledges and in new gifts for
the Tabernacle. The sums being footed up amounted
to $1,200, when Bro. White requested that a hundred
more be put down for him as a thank-offering for
health and recent temporal prosperity, to make it
$1,300. This is probably the first instance in which
a tree bore a second crop so soon after the first was
gathered. Besides the gifts of money, there were
some additional pledges made, the whole aggregating
$1,471.90. Our Christmas tree last year bore $730.02.
The yield this year was a little more than double.
This surpassed all anticipations, and was very credit-
able on the part of the church, considering the demands

upon their means during the past two years. Much
satisfaction was manifest at the result.

There was nothing done for amusement, nor to ex-
cite mirth and hilarity; but all was cheerful ; and
there was much to edify all thoughtful and consider-
ate persons who feel that life is too real and earnest
to be wasted in folly, and that any occasion to cele-
brate the birth of Him who came into this world to
devote himself to the good of others, and at last to
die for their salvation, should partake of the spirit of
the Master. A Christmas meeting so spent leaves
neither barrenness of soul for the present, nor un-
pleagant memories for the future.

NOTHING TO SURRENDER.

Hg who candidly surveys the field of controversy
between the Sabbath and Sunday, must be struck first
of all by the contrast between the lines of defense
adopted by the respective friends of these two institu-

tions,
On the Sunday side he will see confusion every-

where prevailing, some divisions directing their bat-
teries against others on their own side, some surren-
dering what others are tengciously trying to hold,
taking positions which destroy each other, continually
changing their base, and surrendering one position for
another equally exposed when the power of truth is
brought to bear upon it ; until we are able to compile
from their own lips confessions covering the whole
ground, and acknowledging all their positions to be
untenable.

On this point the last instance is always the most
notable.. It is now the book against the Sabbath by
Mr. D. B. Byers, with an introduction by Bishop R.
Dubs, D. D. In his introductory remarks Dr. Dubs
says : “ Ministers and laymen in various parts of our
country, have frequently asked me to designate the
best works that have been written against Sabbatarian
errors ; but after careful inquiry I could not find a
gingle exhaustive treatise or the subject that I could
recommend.”

Ah ! then the works by Dr. Akers, Fuller, Preble,
Gilfillan, and a host of others who have essayed to set-
tle this question by merely & weak pamphlet or & shal-
low tract, have not been exhaustive, and could not be
recommended. That sweeps the field of everything
except this wonderful book by Mr. Byers. Concern-
ing this work the Dr. continues: “The author hag
fully met my expectations in the execution of his task,
and I have derived much profit from the perusal of

the book.”
But unfortunately for this delightful satisfaction,

now comes the ponderous N. Y. Independent, and
drives right over.the little breastwork behind which
M. Byers and Dr. Dubs so complacently sconced them-
selves, leveling it to the ground, and declaring, not
without a seeming tinge of impatience at such abortive
efforts, that we must all go back to the keeping of the
seventh day, if we have nothing better against it than
this book of Mr. Byers. Thus between Dr. Dubs and
the /ndependent, what show of defense is left for Sun-
day-keeping ?

On the contrary, look at the line of Sabbath de-
fense, The ranks of its friends are unbroken. They
have never been obliged to change their base of opera-
tions from any advantage obtained over them in any
direction. Their testimony is consistent with itself,
uniform, and unchanging. The same arguments used
in America for the Sabbath are used in Europe; the
same in Norway as in Egypt; in Minnesota as in
Florida ; in Maine asin Oregon. .And wedo not now
recall & single argument in behalf of the Sabbath,
which, amid all the excessive attacks that have been
made upon this institution during the past thirty
years, its friends have been obliged to abandon. The
evidence, to be sure, has been strengthened, and new
arguments discovered ; but the old all still stand good,
with not even an out-post surrendered. The reason

of this is plain: The Sabbath has in its behalf the
plain testimony of the word of the Lord; and that
cannot be changed nor set aside.
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TRY AGAIN, MR. BYERS.

THE recent volume by Rev. D. B, Byers, “ The
Christian Sabbath, and the claims of Sabbatarians
shown to be Untenable,” the absurdities of which were
unvailed by Bro. Cotirell in Review No. 22, last
volume, but which was spoken of by the Nashville
Clristiom Advocate as a book that ¢ was wanted,” and
by the Northern Christian Advocate as a work that
“ must be written,” is annihilated by the N. Y. Inde-
pendent of Dec. 18, 1879, in the following candid and
discriminating paragraph. Whatever the position of
the Independent may be on the Sabbath question, on
the Sunday question it is certainly not far from the
kingdom of God. It says:—

“As to the volume, The Christian Sabbath, and the
claims of Sabbatarians shown to be Untenable, by the Rev.
D. B. Byers (Cleveland : W. F. Schneider), Sabbatarians
may continue to insist on the observance of the seventh
day for all that this book contains. The fact that a cir-
cumnavigation of the earth makes a man’s Saturday his
neighbor’s Friday, or his Sunday his neighbor’s Monday,
does not destroy the monumental character of the day.
His seventh day still remains to him the memorial of the
rest from creation, or his first day the memorial of the
resurrection, This confusion’of reckoning bears just as
" hard against our author’s claim that the first day should
be mzde the Sabbath as against the demand for the hal-
lowing of the seventh. If there be, in fact, no such
thing as seventh day or first day, if proportion of time
be all the Sabbath law aims at, then it is as absurd to in-
sist on the observance of the first day as to urge the
keeping of the seventh, and the fourth day of the week
or the sixth is as proper to be kept as either. So the
charge of ‘legalism’ may be brought against those au-
thors who claim that the first day should be hallowed as
fairly as against the Sabbatarians. Nor is a ‘ change in
the day’ shown by the fact that Jesus rose and the apos-
tles worshiped on the first day. These things may make
the first day sacred ; but how do they diminish the sanc-
tity of the seventh? They may give an additional holy
day, but how do they show that the former sacred day
is no longer to be regarded as such? The writer over-
looks the fact that the Apostolic Constitutions command
the observance of both days, the seventh and the first,
showing that they had no idea of such substitution,. We
ghould all have to go back to the observance of the sev-
enth day if this book were all we had to defend us for
not doing so.” ‘ :

THE SUNDAY LAW IN OMAHA.

Tue Omaha Republican of Dec. 16, 1879, reports a
lively time in that city, over the Sunday law. An
attempt was made by the police authorities, Dec. 15,
to enforce the statutes and ordinances known as the
Sunday laws. The result was the arrest of seven-
teen saloon-keepers, four barbers, one laundryman,
three butchers, two teamsters, one liveryman, eight
milkmen, five merchants, one druggist, one confec-
tioner, one broom-maker, one brewer, and two pub-
lishers, making in all forty-five complaints filed. Of
course, this is carrying the war to an extreme, as was
the intention.

This business, according to the Republican, was to
be continued. The opponents of the law doubtless
hope by the indiscriminate enforcement of its pro-
visions to secure its repeal. Whether they will ac-
complish their object or not, time will reveal.

DASH IT OFF.

Tuae following pleasant little bit of sarcasm from
the Baltimore Bulletin, will not be unprofitable for
writers of any class. Even soms of the contributors
to the REviEw may perhaps spend a few moments
over it to advantage :—

“When you take a contribution of any sort to an
editor, be sure you tell him that it is something you
‘threw off* in one of your leisure moments. If there
is any one thing that an editor hates above another it
is something that smells of midnight oil or bears the
impress of great research, painstaking, and patient
labor. To toss off a poem of fifty lines in an hour
that will excite the admiration of posterity is an ev-
idence of genius, and the man who can do it is no re-
lation to a slow-poke like Emerson, who thinks a
line a day of good poetry is enough.”

PRAYER.

Taz following paragraph from the pen of the cel-
ebrated Jonathan Edwards presents the subject of
prayer in what will no doubt be to many anew light.
His statement is evidently correct; and every omne
who professes to be a servant of God should ponder it
well.

¢ If you live in the neglect of secret prayer, you neg-
lect all the worship of God ; for he that prays only when
he prays with others, would not pray at all were it not
that the eyes of others were upon him ; yea, he that
would not pray where none but God sees him, manifestly
does not pray at all.”

'BEWARE OF IMPOSTERS.

UNFORTUNATELY, even the faith professed by S. D.
Adventists, involving many articles of belief which
are very unpopular, and a practice in reference to the
Sabbath which is oftentimes inconvenient and the oc-
casion of pecuniary loss, is not sufficient to keep un-
worthy persons altogether from our ranks. Hence
our people should use great caution in their dealings
with strangers, though they may profess ever so
loudly to be worthy Sabbath-keepers.

Two warnings have been received within a few
weeks at this office, designed to guard our brethren
against imposition. Omne is concerning a person by
the name of I. 8. Sherwin, who is traveling in the
State of New York, peddling a poisonous book, mak-
ing his pretense of religion a passport to gain access
to our people. Beware of him. Particulars will be
given to all who wish, by Austin P. Ackerman,
Gouverneur, N, Y.

The other is concerning A. N. Fisher, of Tuscola,
Mich., who is reported to be utterly unworthy of con-
fidence or sympathy. We learn that he also intends
to visit the State of New York., Particulars may be
had by addressing R. B. Delap, Chesaning, Mich.

——

THE MALAKANI OF RUSSIA.

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS,

Ax different times during several years past we
have received information that there are many Chris-
tians in Russia who observe the seventh day as the
Sabbath of the Lord. So many persons who have
traveled in Russia have testified to this fact, that we
cannot doubt respecting it ; but it has not been possi-
ble, hitherto, to open any communication with this
people, and our information concerning them is very
Limited. Enough, however, is known to make it cer-
tain that there are many thousands of these Christians ;
and it also appears that their history may be traced
back more than four hundred years.

Eld. Jones, minister of the Sabbath-keeping church
at Mill Yard, London, in a recent number of the Sab-
bath Memorial, speaks of this people, and gives many
gources of information concerniug them. The rabbi
of the Karaite Jews in Jerusalem informed Eld Jones,
several years ago, that there are many Christian Sab-
bath-keepers in the Crimea and in the country adjacent,
and he spoke of them as an honest people. The
brother of this rabbi, visiting London at a later date,
confirmed this report, saying that there are great
numbers of this sect in Eastern Russia, and that they
are a people in comfortable circumstances, and much
respected for their uprightness of conduct. The late
Dr. A. Benisch, of London, informed Eld. Jones that
one of these Christians some time since visited Lon-
don, and from him he learned that there are several
hundred thousand Christian Sabbath-keepers in Russia.

But it is not of this great number of commandment-
keeping Christians that we wish to speak in this ar-
ticle. Our information relates to a denomination of
comparatively recent origin, called Malakani, number-
ing about 70,000 members, a large portion of whom
observe the seventh day as the Sabbath. Eld. Jones
has given a very full account of these Christians in
the Sabbath Memorial of November, 1879, and he has
also kindly sent us MacMillan’s Magazine of October,
1879, which containg an article by Prof. G, M. Asher,

.of the University of Heidelberg, relating to this de-
nomination. From this article we give the following
facts :—

The Malakani live in the eastern part of Russia,
near the borders of Asia. They are surrounded by a
population very degraded, ignorant, and immoral,
The religion of the country, though called Christian,
is far more heathenish in its practices and superstitions
than is that of the Mohammedans. Every man is a
thief, and no one will tell the truth where a lie seems
more profitable. Their huts are scantily furnished,
and everything in their dwellings is in disgusting
disorder ; for these peasants practice neither economy
nor neatness.

Such is the civilization in the midst of which the
Malakani live. They have built up out of the same
materials which the surrounding barbarism employs,
a civilized life well adapted to the opportunities and
requirements of their situation on the border of Asia,
The streets in the Malakan quarter of the city of Al
exandroff Gai are straight, and of great breadth. The
buildings are regular, and in good repair, and thé
whole homestead presents a marked contrast to the
dilapidation and wild disorder customary in Russian
farm-yards. The second-rate houses are one-storied
and of weather-stained wood, and the still poorer huts
of mud-brick are remarkable only for their neatness.

In the center of the upper story, in the best houses,
is a large hall-like room with broad benches along the
walls, and one or two tables. Here prayer-meetings
are held, and guests received. The whole house is
neat and orderly, and the poorer houses, though less
attractive, are also pleasant and homelike. The dress
of the Malakani differs from that of the other peasants
only in neatness and substantiality.

The prosperity of the Malakani is owing to their

‘intelligence, their frugality, and to their mutual agsist-

ance. In Alexandroff Gai, where there is much pov-
erty among the other peasants, every Malakan house-
hold is at least above need, and some of them are even
wealthy, The delight of the other peasants is the
tumultuous dram-shop. In their homes bestiality,
noise, and filth prevail; but the flow of the Malakani’s
life, on the contrary, is so still and even that Euro-
peans, accustomed to hurry and turmoil, cannot im-
agine it. Work performed without haste and yet
steadily, and in willing co-operation with all the
membery of the family, instruction of the children by
the parents, prayers, psalm-singing, colloquies on re-
ligious subjects, reading of the Bible, and congrega-
tional assemblies, constitute the Malakani’s whole ex-
igtence.

The writer of this article, Dr. Asher, says of a part
of this people : ¢ The Saturday Sabbath is kept exactly
as in Jewish houses.” He says that they observe
fasts like the ancient Hebrews, and that the only other
remnant of Judaism is a peremptory objection to pork.
He does not definitely say that there are any of these
people who do not keep the Sabbath, but his language
is definite that at least a part of them observe the
seventh day. It does not appear that any of them
observe the first day as the Sabbath ; for he says that,
though they hold meetings on Sunday and other great
church holidays, they do not scruple to transact busi-
ness on those days. All legal disputes are brought
before the congregation, and the elders are in their
jurisdiction guided by their notions of Bible law ; for
the Bible is their only law-book, and when they sit in
judgment it is constantly in their hands.

It will interest our readers to learn that this people
are believers in the doctrine of the near advent of
Christ. The Christion News, published in Glasgow,
Scotland, June 5, 1848, thirty-one years since, containg
a statement from Mr, Roth, German missionary at
Helenendorf, Russia, which is very worthy of our at-
tention. He says —

“The Malakani separated themselves from the national
church avowedly on account of the invocation of saints,
the various masses, the worship of pictures and relics, the
prescribed use of the sign of the cross, and similar super-
stitions observances insisted on by the Greek church,
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In short, they took conscientious exception against every
part of the public worship of that church, excepting the
sermon, which, however, is almost always omitted as
superfluous. After enduring, in their birthplace, which
was situated in the interior of Russia, unspeakable hard-
ships and oppressions, and seeing, year after year, many
of their leaders exiled to Siberia as obstinate heretics, it
was a matter of thankfulness to them when the Russian
government came to the determination, about eight or
nine years ago [that is, in 1840], to banish the whole of
this pestilent sect to the Schamachian district, in the
province of Grusia. This punitive measure was no doubt
meant for their hurt, but God turned it to good, as, like
Israel of old, the more they were oppressed the more they
multiplied and grew. The Russian government may well
have felt surprised at the amount of immigration to which
this sentence of banishment gave rise ; for there now ex-
ist, in that wild region, from sixty to eighty villages,
containing many thousand families. The standard of
their faith is simply the -Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments ; their hymns are the Psalms of David; and
the Bible knowledge possessed both by men and women
among them may justly be termed extraordinary. Their
public worship commences with the singing of a psalm ;
then follows an extempore prayer by one of the elders,
who afterward reads and expounds a chapter of the Bible.

“The children, of both sexes, are, generally speaking,
instructed by their own parents, although where a person
fitted for the task can be found in a village, a regular
school is maintained. But, however accomplished, ‘the
result is a most happy one, since not one child above
twelve years of age can be found among this people who
does not possess a competent knowledge of reading and
writing, as well as a rich store of Scripture passages com-
mitted to memory. In respect of morals, they are so ex-
emplary that few denmominations of German Christians
can bear comparison with them. When, for example, 2
dispute arises between two Malakani, which is said to be
a very rare occurrence, they feel bound in conscience to
80 literal a fulfillment of the apostolic admonition, ¢ Let
not the sun go down upon your wrath,’ that they make a
rule of seeking out each other, and shaking hands before
sunget. A liar or a drunkard is unknown among them.
On one occasion I held a long conversation with an aged
member of this society. You may imagine my surprise
when, after some general remarks on religious topics, he
addressed me as follows : ‘I should feel greatly obliged
if you will give me your opinion, whether we Malakani
are right in thinking that the coming of the Lord Jesus
cannot be now far distant.’ '

¢ After stating to him my conviction, that, according
to the Scriptures, we are bound to mark the movements
of the nations, and especially the progress of the gospel
proclamation, as the finger-posts which should guide our
judgment as to ‘times and seasons,” I proceeded to im-
press upon him, to the best of my ability, the present
duty to which we were all called, that of watchfulness
and prayer, since our Liord himself compared his coming
40 that of a thief in the night, or a flash of lightning
which may at any moment dazzle our astonished vision
from the most unexpected quarter. .

““The old man seemed satisfied with my answer, saying
that this was his opinion too, and that it afforded him
great pleasure to find their views on this guestion were
shared by other Christians. I then observed that in
Germany several very pious men had given much dili-
gence to the examination of all that could throw light on
the interesting question connected with the 1260 years,
and yet had never been able to satisfy even their minds
so fully upon it as to fix the time of our Lord’s second
coming. ‘Among others,” continued I, ¢a very thorough
search was made into this matter many years ago, by a
distinguished man named Bengel.” On the mention of
Bengel’s name, the old man’s countenance lighted up,
and he exclaimed with animation, ‘Oh! I know him—I
know him well ;’ and further converse proved him indeed
no stranger to Bengel’s sentiments. You may imagine
my astonishment. Can it indeed be possible that Ben-
gel’s Apocalypse, or his Sixty Discourses, hag been trans-
lated into Russ? And yet how else could this Russian
become acquainted with his name and his writings ?”

M’ Clintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia says that the
Malakani were first brought into notice by the zeal of
a Prussian prisoner of war, about the middle of the
last century. He settled in a village of Southern
Russia, and spent his life in explaining the Scriptures
to the villagers, and in visiting from house to house,
After his death, they acknowledged him as the founder
of their new religious belief, They are firm believers

dn the millennium. Many of the Malakani expected

the coming of Christ in 1836, an idea which they un-
doubtedly took from the writings of Bengel, this be.
ing the time at which he expected the second advent
of our Saviour.

Bale, Nov. 28, 1879.

OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS.
BY ELD. W. H. LITTLEJOHN.

Eacu of the three pledges of the “American
Health and Temperance Association”—4¢. e., those
known respectively as the anti-rum and tobacco, the
anti-whisky, and the teetotal pledge—begin with the
words, “I do hereby solemnly affirm,” ete, It not in
frequently occurs that individuals object to signing
one or other of these pledges on the ground that one
who golemnly affirms that he will not use tobacco, tea,
coffee, opium or alcohol, virtually thereby takes an
oath that he will abstain from the use of the same,

‘While we have no doubt that in many cases the ob-
jection is resorted to simply as a subterfuge by which
it is hoped that the individual will be enabled to es-
cape the necessity of refusing to sign the pledge on
the ground of real hostility to it, still, as it is not im-
possible that there may be found occasionally one to
whom the difficulty is real, I shall briefly consider
with candor the principles involved therein,

First, then, I suggest that even though it were
conceded that an affirmation were equivalent to a
judicial oath, it by no means follows that it would
be wrong for one to affirm, or, if you please, swear, that
he would scrupulously abstain from the narcotics and

stimulants covered by the pledges, on the ground that

they are destructive to life, health, and morals, and,
therefore, ought not to be used under any circum-
stances.

God has said in his word that he who defiles the
temple of God,—1. ¢, his own body,~—him will God
destroy. 1 Cor. 3:17. If, therefore, the defiling
of this body is in the sight of God an offense so heinous
that it demands the utter destruction of the offender,
then surely it is of sufficient importance and solemnity
to warrant the taking of an oath to abstain therefrom,
in order that we may thus influence others to desist
from practices which are liable to ruin both soul and
body. .

But, in the second place, it is easy to demonstrate
that the line of argument employed against the sign-
ing of the pledge on the ground that the affirmation
contained therein is equal to a judicial oath, is utterly
unsound from the fact that it is not true that such
an affirmation is equivalent to the oath in question.
By appealing to standard Lexicons, we learn that the
term “affirm,” like many other words, has an ordi-
nary and a technical signification; 7. e, in common
conversation it means one thing, and in legal parlance
it means another thing. Whenever, therefore, the
expression is employed, either in conversation or in
documents which are not legal in their character, we
are to take the word in its ordinary sense; when,
however, it is found in legal papers, statutes, ete., it is
to be understood in its legal or technical sense.

Having premised thus much, it is now time to in-
troduce Webster's definition of the term, as found in
his Unabridged Lexicon. It is as follows: Verb
transitive, 1. To make firm ; to establish, confirm,
or ratify; as, the supreme court affirmed the judg-
ment. 2. To assert positively; to tell with confi-
dence ; to aver; to maintain as true ;—opposed- to
deny. * * #* Syn-To assert; aver; declare;
asseverate ; assure; pronounce; protest; avouch;
confirm ; establish; ratify.” Verb intransitive. <1,
To declare or assert positively. . 2. (Low.) To
make affirmation ; to make a solemn promise, before
an authorized magistrate or tribunal, to tell the truth
under the pains and penalties of perjury; to testify
under affirmation.”

A moment’s reflection will be sufficient to enable
the reader to draw the line between the technical and
the common wuse of the word. He will readily per-
ceive that in signing any one of the pledges in ques-

tion he is neither making “a solemn promise, before
an authorized magistrate or tribunal, to tell the truth
under the pains and penalties of perjury,” nor testify-
ing wnder affirmation ; and, consequently, that he is
erploying the words, “Ido solemnly affirm,” not in
the legal, but merely in the ordinary sense, In other
words, that what he is doing is in no sense a legal
transaction ; but, on the contrary, consists merely in
the giving of a solemn pledge on his part to abstain
wholly from the use of things which he is convinced
cannot be employed without injury to his person,

Finally, as it is not to be supposed that the disci-
ples are to be regarded as more wise or more con-
gcientious than their teachers, and, therefore, that
they should not hesitate to use expressions frequently
employed in the New Testament, it may be well to
consult that volume with reference to the question be-
fore us.. .

In Acts 25:19, Festus declares that Paul “qaf.
Sfirmed” that Christ was not dead, but alive. In
Rom. 3:8, Paul speaks of certain ones as « qffirming ”
that Christians did evil that good might come, In
1 Tim. 1:7, Paul speaks of the Jews as not under-
standing the law whereof they “affirm.” In Titus
3:8, we read as follows : “This is a faithful saying,
and these things I will that thou afirm * constantly,
that they which have believed in God might be care-
ful to maintain good works.. These things are good
and profitable unto men.” See also Luke 22:59 ;
Acts 12:15.

In the foregoing, we believe, are found all the in-
stances in which the word is employea in the New Testa-
ment, The unprejudiced reader will readily perceive,
that, as used, it was evidently employed in the sense
of earnest, emphatic, and solemn declaration. He
will observe, furthermore, that in the text which we
have quoted in full, the apostle Paul gives his most
unqualified indorsement of the use of affirmation,
This being the case, he will not hesitate to conclude
that, in so good a cause as that of temperance, we are
justified, by both the common and the Scripture use
of language, as well as by the example of the great
apostle himgelf, in affirming that we will abstain
from every evil practice and perform every good
work. ) ‘

Let him, therefore, refuse to affirm, who does not
believe that the use of stimulants and narcotics is
injurious, and that the temperance work is a good
work., On the other hand, let him who believes in
abstinence, and who is convinced that the temperance
work, as a whole, is highly beneficial to the commu-
nity, be careful how he impedes its progress by sug-
gesting difficulties and dangers which do not exist.

WORLDLY CONFORMITY.

BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

“AND be not conformed to this world ; but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Rom.
12:2.

Conformity to innocent manners and customs of
the people is not wrong, but commendable. We
should come as near to the people as we can, and not
violate any principle of right. In going from. place
to place, the apostle Paul adopted the harmless cus-
toms of different nations, that he might have a saving
influence upon all. But to sacrifice a single principle
of right, to go contrary to one express requirement of
the Scriptures, hoping thereby to gain an influence
for good, is one of the greatest mistakes that ever was
made by a profegsor of godliness.

Our depraved nature always has a downward ten-
dency. The work of elevating men to the standard
of truthis a difficult work, demanding the greatest
circumspection. And when any propose to do evil
that good may come, the result is always evil.

And yet we hear professed Christians say, I must
do this or that, in violation of the express word of
God, in order to have an influence over others, to
bring them to Christ and his truth. How eminently
wise, to descend from the high and holy standard of

*The italics in thig article are our own.
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right, in order to elevate others to the position that
wo have vacated! Those who do so plainly show
that, instead of gaining an influence over the world
for good, they themselves are under the evil influence
of the world,

What was the cause of the great apostasy in the
professed church? What changed the church into

the harlot of Revelation? What transformed the|

doctrines and duties of Christianity into heathen phi-
losophy and pagan rites? or, rather, how were the for-
mer exchanged for the latter? It was merely by de-
scending to paganism to get an influence over pagans.

There was a minister who acknowledged the claims
of the fourth commandment,—that the seventh day
was the only true Sabbath of the Bible,—but he
thought he would have a greater influence, and be
. able to do more good, by yielding to the prevailing
custom and keeping Sunday ; and so ke went on
breaking a known commandment of God and calling
ginners to repentance ! Probably more professed con-
version under his preaching than would had he preach-
ed the whole truth ; but they were converted to only
a part of the truth, and were still transgressors of the
law of God, i. e, sinners; though perhaps ignorantly,
but their teacher, knowingly. Streams do not gen-
erally rise much higher than their fountains ; but it
gometimes happens that disciples—

« @Grow wiser than their teachers are,
And better know the Lord.”

Think 2 moment of a temperance reformer who
takes an occasional glass with tipplers to get an in-
fluence over them. Just so it is with those who fol-
low the foolish and sinful fashions and hurtful cus-
toms of worldlings and false professors, to get an in-
fluence over them. Some dress and adorn themselves
in a manner expressly forbidden in the writings of
the apostles. They do it, they say, to get an influ-
ence over their friends and neighbors. For what
purpose? Of course it is to convert them to the
meokness, humility, and plainness of Christ and his
teachings. They may deceive themselves ; but world-
lings of sense are not deceived, but see the falsity of
their profession, and feel and know that they have
ignored the teachings which they profess to follow, and
have come over to the side of the world.

The only way to wield an influence for good is to
live out the teachings which we profess to adopt.
Practice the right ; and let all see that we are sincere
and true to principle ; while our suavity of manners
and courteous conversation prove that we have been
transformed by the renewing of the mind,

PRIDE.
BY MLD. ALBERT STONE.

Pripe is defined as the master-sin and the first-
born of the-devil. It is the forerunner of destruction.
Prov. 16:18. The unsanctified heart is greatly in
love with it, though its manifestation is usually
called by another name. One writer says: «Pride
is the high opinion that a poor, little, contracted soul
entertaing of itself. It manifests itself by distress
and rage when slighted, impatience of contradiction,
and opposition to God himgelf.” The evil effects of
pride are a deep whick no man can fathom.

It was the first sin that entered the world, and it
seems the last to be conquered. Meekness and hu-
mility are its reverse. Prideis a sin which is espe-
cially abhorrent to God. His richest blessings and
saving mercies come to such as are poor and of a con-
trite spirit, and tremble at his word. Those who re-
vere God and his works will strive to overcome their
pride. 'With it, pure religion can have no sympathy
or agreement; yet many professed Christiana strive
to harmonize these principles, and induce them to love
and fellowship each other.

No sin pleads more importunately for indulgence
than does pride, and no pleadings are more successful.
The pride of fashionable dress and gay equipage, like
the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, is seen standing where it ought not.

This gigantic monstrosity has forced an entrance in-
to the temple of God, and threatens more serious
damage to the cause of present truth than the Roman
army could effect in Jerusalem, The love of frivolity
and fashion sways too many hearts among us as a
people. Painful observation proves the truth of this
proposition.

Wrong influences and forbidden practices are seek-
ing to gain a foothold among us. We feel this mat-
ter like fire shut up in our bones; we cannot hold
our peace. Ave the demands of the goddess of fash-
ion so imperious that the plain testimonies of in-
spired prophets, of apostles, and of Christ, must give
way before them? If the Lord be God, follow him ;
but if Baal, then follow him, We cannot serve two
masters. At whose bidding do ladies incase them-
selves in the tight-fitting, fashionable, trailing dress,
with head-gear and other fixtures to match ?

God, by the prophet (Isa. 3), denounces terrible
calamities upon the daughters of Zion who are guilty
of these things. Does God mean anything by these
threatenings ¢! Is there any force in what Paul,
Peter, James, and other inspired men, have written
on thig subject? Some do not seem to heed the good
counsel of the Lord as it relates to this matter. They
say, at the same time, that the fourth commandment
is binding. Oh, yes; we are thankful for the light
on the Sabbath; we rejoice that we have a name and
place with the people that keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus.

But what does the faith of Jesus require? Arve
you striving to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ? Let
ug test this matter right here, by the very rule by
which you must be judged. Hear Paul: “In like
manner, also, that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety ; not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array, but
(which becometh women professing godliness) with
good works.,” 1 Tim. 2:9, 10. Hear Peter:
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn-
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which isin
the gight of God of great price.” Other texts might
be quoted, but these are sufficient.

Now, if we obgerve the Sabbath, and yet disregard
other plain duties by conformity to the ridiculous
faghions of the world, and do this in spite of warning

'land reproof, thus grieving the Holy Spirit and re-

tarding the work of God, our religion is vain and our
profession a lie. I speak not now of such as have just
professed the truth, and have not had opportunity to
gain an experience, and to learn fully the sentiment of
the church and the mind of God in regard to these
things. May the Lord pity them and save them, in
spite of the bad example of those who ought to be
their teachers. But I speak of those who know these
things, and do -them not. Such should realize that
their course is a just cause of grief to those who bear
the burden of the cause, and a breach of solemn cov-
enant vows. Is it not, moreover, an insult to God,
whose behests they so lightly esteem ?

If any say they do not see these things in the light
in which they are here presented, is it not because
the god of this world has blinded their mind, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of the Son of God should
shine unto them? An accepted gospel will kill these
things, as surely as the frosts of autumn will cause
the forest leaves to fall to the ground.

Nor to read or study at all is to tempt God ; but to
do nothing but study is to forget the ministry ; to study
only to glory in one’s knowledge is a shameful vanity ;
to study in search of the means to flatter sinners is a
deplorable prevarication ; but to store one’s mind with
the knowledge proper to the saints by study and prayer,
and to diffuse that knowledge in solid instructions and
practical exhortation,—this is to be a prudent, zealous,
and laborious minister,

ONWARD.
BY ELD. 8. N. HASKELL.

THE cause of present truth is onward ; yes, onward.
The victory has already been determined. The Cap-
tain of our salvation has gotten the victory over the
enemy of all righteousness. He purchased the field,
and the jewels it contains, by his own blood. I will
rangom them from the power of the grave; I will re-
deem them from death.” The earth, which is groaning
under the curse, will again bloom in immortal beauty.
“The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing ; for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert.”

About a quarter of a century ago, the third angel’é
message of Rev. 14 : 9-12 commenced to be pro-
claimed by a few individuals, who, in their poverty,
learned to trust in God for the success of the trath
which they taught. The work spread from one State
to another, and the demand for reading matter has in-
creased until the providence of God has furnished facil-
ities for issuing it in quantities to supply the millions,
God has a special design in the promulgation of the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, in this
age of the world. First, the message of the third an-
gel is to warn the world of the approaching Judgment,
and bring before the people those truths which will
prepare the receiver for the second advent of Christ;
second, it is to gather out a company from every kin-
dred, tongue, and people, who will purify themselves in
obeying the truth, and when Christ comes be changed
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. “For the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in-
corruptible.” This mortal will then put on immortal-
ity, grace will triumph, and the purchagse of Christ's
blood will be fully redeemed.

In the history of this work, during the last quarter
of a century, “Onward to victory ” has ever been its
motto. Men have connected themselves with it, who
have run well for a season, but after a time have be-.
come weary and. fallen out by the way. Others of
perverse minds, who, because they could not improve
upon God’s plan, prophesied its failure, renounced the
gimple truth, and became lost in the moral darkness
of the world. But the cause itself has quietly explored
new fields, gained new victories,-secured more worthy
friends, until the banner of truth waves in every civ-
ilized nation, and in the islands of the sea. No re-
formatory step connected with this work has been a
failure. The principles of . health and temperance
have become go thoroughly diffused among the believ-
ers in the Sabbath reform, that tobacco is discarded by -
them, pork is unknown as an article of diet, and tea
and coffee and other injurious stimulants are fast dis-
appearing. Social festivals (such as are commonly re-
sorted to for the support of the gospel, where the
friendship of the world is courted, and church-mem-
bers eat and drink with the drunken) never had an ex-
istence among 8. D. Adventists.

Tract and missionary societies have been organized,
and have spread themselves from the Atlantic to
the Pacific Ocean, Denmark, Norway, Kgypt, Ttaly,
Switzerland, and England are now also represented in
the general organization, and millions of pages of read-
ing matter, containing truths for the last days, are be-
ing mailed to all portions of the civilized world.

The greatest evidence which 8. D. Adventists can
have of the speedy return of their Lord is the spread
of these truths. Nations may rise and fall; the ele-
ments may manifest their fury in tornadoes and tidal
waves ; the old earth may groan under its curse; and
the internal, pent-up fires cover the mountain sides
with melted lava; famine and pestilence may carry
devastation throughout the land ; yet the four angels
have their mission to hold the winds of strife until the
servants of God are sealed. Those who aid in spread-
ing this light and truth are thus co-operating with
God, Christ, and angels.

Educational intevests have not been altogether logt
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sight of. 'While the different nationalities are repre-
sented among our people, a place hag been provided
where they can receive the instruction necessary to
qualify them for the work of God. Here the sciences
are taught, and such practical instruction given as will
qualify men and women for usefulness in this cause.

Do we realize to what period we have arrived in the
progress of this last message of mercy, and our near-
ness to the closing scenes of this world’s history? The
providence of God gives force to the spirit of prophecy,

" which for years has been appealing to us to ¢ cut loose ”
from the world, and get ready to meet the Lord when
he returns from the wedding.

The ounly dark feature to this whole sub]ect is the
coldness and stupidity of God’s people in reference to
the times in which we live. The faithful and true
‘Witness has assured us of the result of this apathy if
it is continued: “I will spue thee out of my mouth.”
The work is onward, and soon those whe have co-oper-
ated in this work with their prayers, means, and efforts,
will wear the victor's crown.

r—e

HOW GIVING GLORIFIES GOD.
BY ELD, D. M. CANRIGHT.

THERE is an interesting text in 2 Corinthiang
which shows how the Lord receives glory through the
benevolent acts of hig children. Let us carefully
read. the text: “For the administration of this ser-
vice not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is
abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;
while by the experiment of this ministration they
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution un-
to them, and unto all men.” 2 Cor. 9:12, 13, The
apostle says that when we, by liberal donations, sup-
ply the wants of the poor saints, they immediately, on
account of their gratitude, give thanks to God for
what they have received, and thus the Lord receives
praise and glory for whatever his children do here.

Brethren, this is a beautiful thought. Whenever
you give food to a poor saint, you not only benefit
him, but you are the occasion of gending up praise
and thanksgiving to God, and thus the Lord is
glorified through your kind act. It is just so when
you contribute of your means, or by your missionary
work bring a soul to the truth and to the Lord. As
soon as that soul is converted, he immediately sends
up praise to God, and glorifies the Lord for the blessed
truth which he has received through you. Thus
every act of sacrifice and of missionary labor on the
part of his children is abundant in giving glory to
God.

Brethren and sisters, how many are daily thanking
and glorifying God on your account, either for your
kindness and help to those who are in need, or for

this truth which they have received through you
Think of this, and see if you do not want to take a
little more stock in this kind of work.

Ouy Grur! Surieligs.

¢¢ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.”” Mark 16:15.

THE TRACT SOCIETY SYSTEM TESTED.

BY ELD. 8. N. HASKELL.

In the arrangement of the tract and missionary or-
ganization, one object has been ‘to make provision so
that every family of S. D. Adventists in each Confer-
ence could be visited within a brief space of time, if
necessary, by some official member. To this end, it has
been urged that each librarian should become personally
acquainted with every family in any way connected
with the church; also, that the director become ac-
quainted with each individual in his district, so that
if during any quarter there should be a falling back in
reporting, or lack of interest, or if affliction of any kind
should make it necessary to visit any family, such cir-
cumstances may be known by the librarian and di-
rector, and the required labor and agsistance be be-

stowed by them or some other proper person. (This
in no way releases the local elder from his duty.) The
manner in which the duties now devolving upon the
tract societies are performed will thoroughly test their
efficiency in this respect. It is expected that each di-
rector, during the quarter which we are just entering,
will gee that every family and scattered member in hig
district has Testimony No. 29, also as far as practicable
the Review AND HERALD and Good Health, and also
that family readings are established in and by the same.

"We suggest that next April each district report
through the State officers ag follows: 1. The number
of families in the district; 2. How many have Testi-
mony No. 29 ; 3. How many have the three volumes of
Spirit of Prophecy ; 4. How many have the REview,
also Good Heolth ; 5. The names and post-office address
of any who may fail to have the above-mentioned pub-
lications, and the reasons for the same. The design of
this is not for publication, but to enable the society to
decide what course to pursue.

If any family be poor or afflicted with sickness, this
should not of itself be a sufficient reason why they
should not, in these respects, have the same privileges
of those more fortunate. The REVIEW in its present
size should have an increase of one thousand subscrib-
ers per month during the year. May God bless the
tract societies,

GOOD, BETTER, BEST.

BY ELD, 8. N. HASKELL.

1. Ir has been the custom of some T. and M. soci-
eties to supply the ministers laboring within their
limits with publications to sell. No general plan
respecting prices, or the manner of doing the business,
has ever been recommended ; and, as is a,fwa,ys the case

under such circumstances, various plans have been

adopted in the different societies. Some have charged
minigters the wholesale price, adding sufficient to pay
freight, This has been a favor to the ministers, which
they have appreciated, as they could thus purchase
publications in their own State.

2. Some societies have furnished publications to
ministers at office prices without extra charge for
freight, thus securing their trade in the Conferences
at a financial loss to the society. This was done to
encourage the ministers and relieve the office of some
of its burdens, as a settlement could easily be effected
between each minister and the tract society at the an-
nual sessions of the State Conferences. If these min-
isters gave away tracts, it was-at their own expense,
unless the Board of Directors saw fit to allow them
something on account at the time of quarterly meet-
ings.

3. At the annual session of the New York T. and
M. Society in 1878, at which all the ministers were
present, another plan was discussed and unanimously
adopted. The same course had previously been pur-
sued by some of the ministers, They decided that
the society should carry a full supply of publications
for the ministers, and that all the proceeds arising
from the sales of these publications should be paid to
the tract society. In most cases this plan would meet
with but two objections; (1) a selfish desire on the
part of the ministers-to appropriate this profit to their
own use; and (2) that some may give away publica-
tions at the expense of the society instead of selling
them. This last point was guarded by limiting the
free distribution by each minister to the profits aris-
ing from the publications which he sold. The practi-
cability of this third plar has been demonstrated in the
New York Conference during the past year, where
the ministers have sold nearly three times the
amount of publications of any previous year, the en-
tire sales by them alonehaving amounted to over $800.
The zeal manifested by the minigters in this State to
promote the interests of the tract society equals, if it
does not excel, that of any other Conference.

The moral strength of our tract societies lies in the
spirit of sacrifice manifested ; - and if those occupying
leading positions do not possess it, how can the mem-

bers be expected to do so? There is no class of men
who should be more interested to assist and carry for-
ward our migsionary work than S. D. Adventist min-
isters. Theirs is a purely missionary work. We
would not be understood as conveying the idea that
every minister who sells publications and does not
give all the proceeds to the tract society of which he
is a member, is acting from selfish motives; neither
that we wish to lay down arbitrary rules for all the
tract societies to follow. This question is one which
each society should decide with its ministers. In New
England and New York thereis a mutual understand-
ing between the society and the ministers to act upon
this plan,

BOOKS FOR FAMILY READING.

BY 8. N. H.

TuE importance of carrying into effect the plan of
family reading which has been presented to our peo-
ple, cannot be overestimated, and we are exceedingly
anxious that no family of 8. D. Adventists should be
deprived of the privilege of reading the three volumes
of Spirit of Prophecy, the Testimonies, or the family
library recommended in the REview of Dec. 11, 1879.

There are some among our brethren who are not
able to purchase these books. To such the tract soci-
eties make the following liberal offer : For geven new
subscribers for Good Health, not 8. D. Adventists,
and $7.00, they will give the three volumes of Spirit
of Prophecy. For 13 new subscribers and $13,
the six volumes of the Testimonies, Nos. 1 to 28 in-
clugive. For 20 subscribers with $20, a library of
our bound books, put up in suitable boxes, consisting
of Higtory of the Sabbath, Thoughts on Daniel,
Thoughts on Revelation, Life of Wm. Miller, Sanct-
uary and 2300 Days, Bible from Heaven, Constitu-
tional Amendment, Nature and Destiny of Man, Life
of Capt. Joseph Bates, Science and the Bible, United
States in Prophecy, and Thoughts on Baptism, in all
amounting to 3,970 pages, worth $10,15. For 35 new
subscribers the societies will furnish the above men-
tioned library, the six volumes of Testimonies, and
three volumes of Spirit of Prophecy.

Some of the above-named books can be delivered
before all of these subscribers are obtained. Satisfac
tory arrangeéments can be made with each State soci-
ety, .80 as to give sufficient time. This offer is to
those who are unable to purchase and pay the money
for the books. Arrangements should be made imme-
diately, so that the reading can commence at once.

TO THE T. AND M. WORKERS IN VERMONT.

BY CHARLES P. WHITFORD.

As the time of our next series of quarterly meet-
ings draws near, I am more and more anxious that
they may be the most interesting and profitable ever
yet held among us. And to secure this result, we
must individually feel our responsibility in the mat-
ter. Let us all report, I believe that fully one-
third of the actual labor performed fails to be re-
ported on account of our negligence in this respect.
The littles make the grand sum total, and the re-
sult will be seen in the kingdom of God.

That the storm of God's wrath is soon to come, we
cannot doubt. Many are the omens that the day of
the Lord is near. Can we, then, remain inactive?
Remember, ¢ Ae that reapeth roceiveth wages.” Think
of all that this world can bestow,—its wealth, its
pleasures, and its honors,—put these together, and one
sowl is of infinitely greater value in the sight of God.
If we do not do our duty in warning our fellow-
men, the blood of souls will be found upon our gar-
ments. To me this is a solemn thought. I greatly
desire to be found doing all I can to save those for
whom Christ died.

I wish there might be an advance movement made
all along the line in our State this winter. We ought
to have several colporters in the field, giving their
whole time and attention to the work of God. We
have tracts, pamphlets, and books of which the people
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are in great need. Unless we awake to our duty and
strive to get the truth before them, shall we not be
“weighed in the balances and found wanting”? If
we refuse to work earnestly for our own salvation
and the salvation of others, can we expect the ¢ crown
of life,” which is promised as a reward for well-doing !
Ah! brethren, do we really believe the things we pro-
fess? If our faith were in lively exercise, would not
our affections, tempers, passions, and appetites all be
consecrated to God and his service ?

Does it not seem as though the last Testimony
should arouse us to action? Is it so, that none but
those who agonize daily will be overcomers? Oh!
when will the true spirit of agonizing, the spirit of
wrestling Jacob-like, and prevailing with God, rest on
the church¢ This time will come when we give up
our idols, make a full surrender of self and the world,
live out the Testimonies, and consecrate ourselves
wholly to God. Then will the genuine spirit of labor
rest upon us, and we shall be ready to inquire, ¢ Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?”

Berkshire Center, Vt., Dec. 22.

- Progrgss off the Gansy,

““He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. Ps. 126:6.

REPORT FROM SWITZERLAND.

‘WEe have just closed our sixth annual Conference, our
first being held a few weeks after my arrival in this coun-
try five years ago. Our Conference this year convened
at Locle, Sabbath evening, Nov. 14, and terminated on
first-day, Nov. 16. It was in several respects the best
Conference we have ever had in this country. Our breth-

ren have been slow to learn the things necessary for the
advancement of the cause of Christ, and have not always
been as ready as they shounld be to co-operate in the work.
At this Conference all seemed desirous to engage in the
work with zeal and consecration.

Some of our brethren have greatly hindered the work
of the tract society by constantly saying that no one is
benefited by receiving the tracts, and that the labor and
expense of tract distribution are thrown away. At this
Conference several persons were present who had been
converted by reading tracts. This was an argument in
behalf of tract work which entirely changed the feeling
on the subject. The brethren voted to make renewed
and persevering effort in the tract and missionary work,
I shall use my best endeavors to see that this resolution is
carried into effect.

They also voted in favor of a more perfect organization
of our churches and our Conference. This will be imme-
diately acted upon. The subject of Sabbath-schools was
considered, and ir was decided .to adopt the system of our
American brethren in place of the less efficient system
now in use in Switzerland. The duty of giving omne-
tenth of our income to the cause of God was made clear
{0 the mind of every person present, and so far as I
know, every individual connected with our cause intends
to carry it into effect.

At this Conference I made an earnest appeal to the
brethren with respect to the duty of making our work
self-yustaining. I called attention to the fact that the
financial distress which has crippled us, during the entire
period of my residence in Switzerland, has been in conse-
quence of unwise management of means, so that nearly all
our brethren have been embarrassed. It has seemed im-
possible in time past to remedy these errors, but the time
has now come when this will be possible ; and the breth-
ren have learned by experience what they could not learn
by being told. Wae are grateful to the brethren in Amer-
ica for the assistance that they have so gemerously ren-
dered, but we are fully determined to accomplish an en-
tire change in our financial affairs, Our first duty is to
make our work self-sustaining, and this we hope, by the
blessing of God, soon to accomplish. Our next duty will
be to repay the money received from America, in render-
ing equal assistance to some other mission where this
will be needed. I hope to see this accomplished at no
distant day.

I have never felt so much encouraged ag at the present
time. It now seems possible to surmount the difficulties
that have hindered our work, I have never at any time
in America seen so great an accumulation of difficulties
as we have had to meet in Kurope. But though these
things have rendered the progress of our work slow and
painful, there has been, nevertheless, some progress all
the time ; and there is much reason to hope that we are
about to see a great advance in the work. I can now be
absent from Bale the most of the time, and I hope not
only to labor myself for the advancement of the work,
but also to engage all of our people in active missionary
work. '

Two persons received credentials at this Conference,
and seven received licenses. Imstruction was given with
respect to the duties of licentiates, and in what manner

they should give proof that they are called of God to take

‘tice of its readers.

part in this work. I have never before seen so much of a
disposition to receive instruction of this kind. Sixty
Sabbath-keepers took part in this Conference. In Switz-
erland there are 137 members; in Germany, 37; in
Turkey, 20 ; and in France, Italy, and Egypt, the other
countries connected with this mission, there are enough
to make our entire number 225. This, of course, in-
cludes none that are connected with the mission of Eld.
Matteson or with that of Eld Loughborough.

I have recently succeeded in obtaining a large number
of addresses of Protestants in France, and to these we
purpose to send our French paper for a certain period.
If any of the tract societies in America desire to aid usin
this work, we will thankfully accept their assistance.
We will do all the work ourselves, in the same manner
that it is done by the tract societies in America, and only
ask those who are willing to do so to aid us by paying for
such a number of copies to be sent into France as they
shall feel able to pay for.

Bro. Ertzenberger has labored faithfully in Switzerland
during the past year. Our statistics show an increase of
twenty-five members in Switzerland during this time.
For the present he will labor with me in carrying out the
action of the Conference in regard to organization and
tract, missionary, and Sabbath-school work. I may then
vigit Bro. Ribton in Egypt, calling on the way on our
friends at Valence in France, and at Torre, Pellice, and
Naples in Italy, During my absence, Bro. Ertzenberger
will probably visit our friends in Germany.

‘We hope very soon to have the assistance of Bro.
Albert Vuilleumier in our work. He has been hindered
hitherto by his embarrassments. His help will make a
very great addition to our strength.

Our paper, during the whole period of its publication,
has borne a faithful testimony on the subject of temper-
ance, and it has wrought a marked change in the prac-
I sent a very full report to the Gen-
eral Conference, of all things relating to this mission. I
trust it arrived in season.

I have known for many years that there is a denomina-
tion of Christians in Eastern Russia, called Malakani,
who believe in the near advent of Christ. A recent
writer in MacMillan’s Magazine, London, gives a very in-
teresting account of this people. Many thousands of
them keep the seventh day. I have prepared an article
for our French paper concerning this denomination, and
forward it to the REviEw.* They received their light on
Christ’s near advent from the writings of Bengel, of Ger-
many, who thought Christ would come about 1836. The
Malakani are not the only Sabbath-keepers in Russia.
There is an older denomination numbering several hun-
dred thousands, if we may credit the reports that have
reached us from several apparently reliable sources.

To-day is the anniversary of my daughter’s death. I
cannot tell why one who promised to be so useful should
be taken away. God’s judgments are a great deep.

J. N. ANDREWS.

Béle, Nov. 27, 1879. )

———————— =

REPORT FROM EGYPT.

A 10ne and severe illness deprived me of the power of
working for two months; but God has mercifully raised
me up, and I hope again to labor diligently in his ser-
vice. Meantime our brethren in the Sabbath, both
here and in Ttaly, continue steadfast in their faith and
hope. To do so in Ttaly in the midst of great perse-
cution, requires much firmmness ; yet the little churches
both at Naples and at Bari announce an increase in their
numbers. Our church here have passed through a se-
vere trial, several having left us on the question of im-
plicit and unqualified obedience to the commandments.
They went out from us because they were not of us.
But the faithful ones who remained firm continue to
wmeet for the observance of the day that the Lord has
sanctified, as they do also on other days of the week for
the study of his holy word.

We have done much work in correspondence and trach
distribution during the past month. Indeed, Bro. Rupp
has been indefatigable. He has written and sent tracts
to a great number of Baptist ministers, in addition to
distributing tracts here ; which, as well as copies of Les
Signes des Temps, have been read with much interest by
those to whom he has given them. This month we have
gent sixteen new addresses to Bro. Andrews for Les Signes
des Temps, and about thirty to Bro. Drew in California
for the Signs of the Times.

I have during the past month availed myself of my
profession as a means of carrying the Word into many
places where it would otherwise be impossible to gain ac-
cess. I have thus been emabled to make many new ac-
quaintances, to whom T have announced the near coming
of our Lord, and the necessity of obedience to his com-
mandments in order to enter into his new kingdom,

T am still seeking for some means of printing tracts in
Greek and Arabic. An Arab friend has already trans-
lated into his language the tract, ‘‘Can we Know?” I
have seen specimens of work of two newly invented copy-
ing machines, that profess to take off one hundred
copies of a given manuscript ; also the electric pen of the
celebrated Dr. Edison, but none seem sufficiently accu-
rate to be safely depended upon.

Our dear Bro. Bertola writes very pleasing news from
Pitesti, near Bucharest, in European Turkey. A little
church of twenty Sabbath-keepers has been formed there ;
it is inoreasing in numbers, and he baptized several new
members during hig visit. He relates especially how

# We give the article in another column.—Ep.

they put to shame the Jews around them, by closing
their shops on the Sabbath ; while the latter, who ought
to know better, keep theirs open. This rising church
owes its origin principally to the reading of Les Signes
des Temps. Bro. Bertola has now gone to Odessa, in
Russia, on commercial business, where he hopes to gain
more fruit.

Thus is spreading the announcement of the coming of
our Lord’s kingdom. So may the number of his people
soon be made up, and so may he come quickly and give
rest to his waiting and watching servants.

H. P. Riprox.

Alexandria, Nov. 1, 1879.

NEW YORK.

Fine, Dec. 9, 1879.—Since our last report, a Bap-
tist Sunday champion has been here and gone. We dis-
cussed the Sabbath question two evenings.. If he under-
stood his position, the people did not. The truth gained
the victory. Praise the Lord. If we are humble, he
w%l use us as effectually as he did the ‘‘stripling” Da-
vid.

This effort did not satisfy the people, so another anti-
Sabbath champion speaks on Sunday, Dec. 21. All this
puts off decision on the part of the people, still the inter-
est is quite good. Pray for the work here, that we may
have wisdom from God. Mrzron C. WiLcox.

H. H. Wincox.

Parma and Lancaster.—I have lately visited the
churches in Parma and Lancaster. The members in
these places are tryin> to hold fast, and there are irkens

of revival. At Lancaster two of the youth were baptized
and united with the church, and it is hoped that one or
two others will follow.

The spirit of revival is with those who cork in the
cause, those who labor to bless others are blessed them-
selves. We are soon coming to the time when labor for
the lost will cease, and the filthy and unjust wil' remain
o still. Tt is those who endure to the end that shall be
saved. Let each make an individual case sure; and to
do this, the thoughts and efforts must expand and take
in others. R. ¥. CoTTRELL.

Ridgeway, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1879.

Edwards (Bellville), St. Lowrence Co.—IL have
been alone since 1wy last report, holding meetings every
other night. The interest has seemed to increase ; and

when the weather is favorable, the house is full.

A little friendly opposition has been given by a gentle-

man living in the neighborhood. It was somewhat amus-
ing to hear him say, ‘‘Let us hear what the Bible says
about the matter,” while he opened his Bible and read
from a little pamphlet by C. 8. Girchell, of Spring Arbor,
Mich. There are several copies of this work in this sec-
tion. .
Some acknowledge the Sabbath. There are many
backsliders here; one has commenced. to pray again.
Shall labor here until the T. and M. Institute at Adams
Center, and shall probably return-when that is over.

Some say they are going to get a man to oppose the
Sabbath. I earnestly request the prayers of my breth-
ren. Cras. C. Lewrs.

NEBRASKA.

Lyndon and Richmond.—Commenced meetings in
Lyndon, Nov. 28; and although the preaching was di-
rected espec’ally to the church, the outside interest be-
came 80 good that it seemed advisable that a course of
lectures should be given.

A neat sod church erected by the company at Rich-
mond was de ‘icated Sabbath, Dec. 6. The church have
manifested real zeal in this work, and God’s approving
Spirit is with them, The Lord greatly blessed the
preaching of the word to the comfort of all our hearts.
This meeting will ot soon be forgotten. A district Sab-
bath-school Association was organized, from which we
hope to s-e much fruit. GEo. B. STARR.

OHIO.
Van Wert, Dec. 19.—Three have united with the

church here, one was baptized, a few others have com-
menced the observance of the Lord’s Sabbath, and nine
have joined the tract society. 8. 8. and T. and M. rec-
ord books have been purchased. The brethren will en-
gage more earnestly in this part of the work than they
have done in the past. I shall continue the meetings
until the 21st, the Lord willing. G. G. Ruperr

Clyde.—We have just closed a very excellent meet-
ing here. About seventy-five brethren and sisters were

present. We had freedom in speaking. Sabbath fore-
noon we spoke on temperance and the duty of signing
the pledge. A social-meeting followed, in which nearly
all spoke, approving the temperance movement. Many
gave interesting experiences, and several who had been
opposers or had held back, now said they w»re ready to
sign the pledge. This they did the next day, when a
temperance club was formed.

We took up the subject of circula*ing Good Health,
and different ones became responsible for obtaining a
given number of subscribers, either for a year or for the
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trial trip. Over one hundred and fifty subscribers were
thus pledged. This is what each one of our churches in
Ohio should do immediately. We had a Sabbath-school
convention, which was deeply interesting.

- D. M. CanricHT.

KMICHIGAN.
Westphalia, Dec. 15.—We have spent four days

here, and have organized a church of ten members. An
elder was ordained. This little company was brought out
under the labors of Brn. Frisbie and Lewis some more
tha2 a year ago. They have encountered real opposition,
but have held on without much encouragement from our
people. They had a good Sabbath-rchool, and had done
someth'ng in the T. and M. work. We organized s. B.,
and looked after the general interests of the cause.
To-day we went nine miles, and baptized five. This 19
a good farming community, and I think an effort with
the tent should be made near here next summer.
"A. 0. BurritL,

WISCONSIN.

Weston.—Came to this place Nov. 21. Organized
a temperance club of twenty-four members, fourteen sign-
ing the teetotal pledge, seven the anti-whisky and to-
bacco pledge, and three the anti-whisky pledge. Spoke
seven or eight times at Hewettsville, four miles from
Weston. One embraced the Sabbath, and fifteen others
arose to signify that they believed the seventh day was
the Sabbath. Several have promised to keep the Lord’s
Sabbath as soon as they can arrange their affairs so as to
make it possible to do so.

Held sixteen meetings. The Lord blessed his cause
here, and some good has resulted. Clark county iz a
promising field of labor. There are many intelligent peo-
ple here, and all they need is some one to explain the
truth as found in God’s word. T. B. Swow.

American Valley—I came to this placy, which is
near Arcadia, Dec. 7. Two were keeping the Sabbath.
Have held thirteen meetings. The people are intarested
so far, but I have not come to the Sabbath question
yet. Have obtained four subscribers for the Tidende and
one for the Insiructor. I trust I have gained the confi-
dence of the people, and hope the Lord will bless my
labor. C. Honmes.

Weodstock, Richland Co.—Commenced meetings
at Liberty Pole, Vernon Co., Nov. 14, and remained one
week., Through the labors of A. D. Olsen, who assisted
at this place, the brethren here have taken a new start,
and a good state of feeling seems to prevail. A Sabbath-
school was organized. After instructions on Bible tem-
perance, sixteen signed the teetotal pledge; among these
were all the church-members present. We hope for bet-
ter days for this church.

Nov. 21 to 23, visited the church at Avalanche.
here are trying to live out the truth.

Held meetings at Warner Creek, Nov. 24 to 27, Six
here are trying to keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus. Others are interested, and we trust
they will yet obey.

Spent Nov. 28 to Dec. 11 with the church at Debello.
Had some very good meetings with them.

Dec. 12 to 16, visited the church at Hillsborough.
This church is doing well considering the opposition it
has had to meet. Atthis place the temperance cause
was presented to the brethren, and all present signed the
teetotal pledge, together with a few from without. The
whole number that signed the pledge was eighteen.

Dec. 21, commenced meetings in a Disciple church in
the village of Woodstock. The last two evenings the
house was filled with attentive listeners. There is much
prejudice against us here, but we hope by God’s help
that it may be removed, and that honest souls may be
led to see the truth and obey it.

Our address, till further notice, will be Woodstock,
Richland Co., Wis, 0. A. JoHNSON.

E11 OsBorn.

All

HAINE.

East Blaine, Aroostook Co., Dec. 16.—Cawe to this
county, Nov. 6. Have visited the brethren in Linneus,
Oakfield, Sherman, Littleton, Monticello, Maysville, and
Blaine. Nearly all the, brethren are still trying to live out
the truth. Those in Linneus and Oakfield need to re-
member tha,t Saban still lives, and to learn his manner of
warfare, that they may successfully resist him. The
little company in Blaine, that took hold of the truth last
summer when the tent was there, are all firm but one.

I commenced meetings in East Blaine, Monday, Dec. 8.
The congregations are very good. ‘Quite a number are in-
terested, and have stated publicly that they have heard
the truth. Among them is a minister who has recently
joined the Adventists. Shall continue meetings here tiil
those who are interested take hold of the truth, or turn
against it.

.1 desire so to present the truth that it will carry con-
viction to the hearts of those who hear.
8. J. Hersum.

Hppointmgits,

“ And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
Matt. 10: 7,

DISTRICT QUARTERLY MEETINGS
To be held Jan. 10, 11.
[Each librarian is requested to sex;d full reports.]
Dist. No. 8, Wisconsin, at Mackford. C. W. Oups.

Dist. No. 2, Iowa, at Lisbon.
J. T. MircueLL, Director.
Disr. No. 9, Illinois, at Onarga.
J. W. Tarz, Director.
Dist. No. 2, Nebraska, at Seward.
E. D. Hurisury, Director.
Dist. No. 7, Iowa, at Winterset. We expect Bro, Hart to
be present. A. J. StrerLer, Director.
Disr. No. 1, Kansag, at Bull's City. )
James A. Asupavem, Director.
Disr. No. 15, Michigan, at Hickory Corners.
L. G. Moorg, Director.
Districr quarterly meeting at State Center, Iowa.
8. M. Houny, Director.
Dist. No. 10, at Flint, Mich. Eld. E. R. Jones will be
present. 8. WoopruLL, Director.
Dist. No. 4, Nebraska, at Lynden. Bro. Starr expecis to
be in attendance. C. P. Haskrur, Director.
Disr, No. 6, Michigan, at Greenville. Eld. A, O. Burrill
may be expected to attend. F. Hows, Director.
Dist. No. 4, Maine, at Woodstock. We are anxious to see
every member present. Geo. W. WasusurN, Director.
Dist. No. 1, Nebraska, with the York Creek church. Will
Brn. Dawson and A. J. Cudney be there?
H. A. Waittaker, Director.
Dist. No. 18, Michigan, at Armada. We want to see every
librarian and as many others as possible.
Gro. O. Srares, Director.
Disr. No. 8, Michigan, at Newton. We wish to see a dele-
gation from each church in the district.
. M. B Minser, Director.
Dist. No. 11, Towa, at Smithland, Woodbury Co. Will all
the members attend this meeting, as we have very important
business to attend to. G. W. Hoskins, Director.
Dist. No. 8, Michigan, at St. Chaxles, Jan. 11, 12. Canmnot
Eld. E. R, Jones attend this meeting, or send us other minis-
terial help, A general attendance is desired.
E. 8. Griaas, Director.
Dist. No. 4, Indiana, at Mechanicsburg, Henry Co. Hope
to see a general turmout from Noblesville, Frankton, Grant
City, and Yorktown. EId. Lane is expected.
FraNK Zirxre, Director.
Dist.. No. 1, Vermont, at Berkshire. We hope brethren
from Bordoville and East Richford will attend this meeting,
a9 there ig important business to be transacted.
~ C. P. Whitrorp, Director.
Disrricr quarterly meeting for Bellville distriet, at Bell-
ville, Ohio. Let all the officers attend as far as possible, and
bring their reports. If they cannot come, let them be sure to
gend reports in season. D. M. CavriGur.
Dist. No. 4, Towa, at Mt. Pleasant. Hope to see a general
furnout. Important matters are to be talked up in regard to
canvagsing towns where there is & prospect of tent-meetings
the coming season. Brn. Washburn and Hankins are ex-
pected. W. W. Coxkrin, Director.
Dist. No. 1, Michigan, at Ransom. Any person in this dis-
trict desiring to work as colporter, or to canvass for our pe-
riodicals and books, is especially requested to be present at
this meeting. We would earnestly request ministerial aid.
Hope for a full attendanca. F. D. Sxyoer, Direcior.
Dist. No. 8, Nebraska, at Weeping Water. The district
secretary will be there with his books. Librarians, bring
your books. We hope to see every librarian in the district,
and as many members as possible. Bro. Boyd will meet with
us. : A. W. SHEPUERD.
Dist. No. 2, New York, at Newfane, Niagara Co. Hepe
there will be a good representation from every church; espe-
cially let each librarian attend, if possible. And let the un-
organized companies and the scattered ones come.
R. F. COTTRELL.
Disrrior quarterly meeting for the Clyde district at the new
church in Camden, O. Firgt meeting Saturday night, Jan. 10.
Church clerks, treasurers, Sabbath-school secretaries, and
T, and M. librarians will send their quarterly reports to me at
Wakeman, Huron Co., Ohio. Hope for a good attendance,
H. A. Sr. Jonn.
Dist. No. 8, Wisconsin, at Mt. Hope. A Sabbath-school
convention will be held in connection with this meeting, also
a temperance meeting. We wish the brethren of Sand Prai-
rie, Hurricane Grove, and Waterloo, to make a special effort
to attend. Matters of importance will be considered, and we
request a general rally. A, D. Orsex,

STATE QUARTERLY MEETINGS.

AT Wolf Lake, Ind., Jan. 24,25, 1880. Let all the districts
report to the State Secretary, 8. S. Shrock, Ligonier, Noble
Co., Ind., immediately after the district meetings. We hope
to have a full report of labor done in the State; also to see 2
large turnout at this meeting, as some important matters will
be considered. 8. H. Laxz.

At Valparaiso, Saunders Co., on Sec. 8, Tp. 18, Range 6,
Neb., Jan 24 and 25. The State Secretary will attend, and a
special effort will be made to impart instruction in book-keep-
ing. The district secretaries and librarians are requested to
be present with their official books. Let all bring a bundle
of bedding, Cras. L. Boyp,

Ar Edgefield Junction, Tenn., Jan. 17, 18, first meeting to
commence Friday, at 6:80 p. M. Let all who can possibly do
80, come at the first.

Come prepared to cancel all your small debts and to pay
what you can on our T. and M. fund. Our President will be
absent, but we can have a good meeting, if we come imbued
with the Holy Spirit.

Those who cannot come will eend in a report, stating the
cause of absence. CrinToN OwENs, Director.

AT State Center, lowa, Sabbath and Sunday, Jan. 24 and
25. We put this meeting one week later than usual, because
we find it impossible for the Secretary to get in all the re-
ports of the districts in time for a full report, if it is a week
earlier. We hope all the district secretaries will make a spe-
cial effort to have their reports sent to the State Secretary as
early as possible. We want a general rally at this meeting of
all the directors, State officers, ministers, and members who
can consistently attend. It will be & most important meeting
for the cause in our State.

Geo. 1. BurLer, Pres. fowe T. and M. 8.

A the request of Eld. Grant, [ announce a general meeting
for Dist. No. 5, to be held at Lake City, Minn., heginning on
the evening of the 16th of January, 1880, and continuing over
Sabbath and Sunday. Also one at Lucas, Dunn. Co., Wis.,
to begin on the evening of Jan 28, and hold over Sabbath and
Sunday. Two or more of our speakers are expected to be
present. It is earnestly desired that all our brethren who
possibly can will be present at one or the other of these meet-
ings; important matters will be considered.

Brethren, if we believe that we are living in the last days,
and that God is leading us, we should be intensely anxious to
know what he says, and to do what he requires. Let us come
together, praying for his blessing. Let us make a covenant
with him by sacrifice, and if we humble ourselves before him,
he will surely bless our efforts.

Bring provisions and bedding, as there are but few breth-
ren in each place. Joun OLIVE, Director.

At Noblesville, Ind., Jan, 8, 4. Hope to meet friends from
Arcadia. S. H. LAxE.

I expror to maintain the following appointments until the
tent season opens: Nora, the first Sabbath and Suuday in
the month; Belvidere, the fourth Sabbath and Sunday; and
Rockford, the first Tuesday evening following the last ap-
pointment, C. H. Briss.

Quarterly meeting at Nora, 11l., Jan. 8, 4. Let us have a
good representation from Apple River, Greenvale, and Wins-
low. Bring feed, provisions, and bedding, and come pre-
pared to stay over Sunday. C. H. Bruss.

Noruing preventing, I will meet with the church at Avon,

Wis., Jan. 17, 18. Meeting Friday evening.
. G. C. TesNEY.

TrEe quarterly meeting for the church at Bloomington, I,

for January, 1880, will he held the second Sabbath and Sun-

day in the month. Meeting to commence Friday evening.

Brethren from other churches are invited to sttend. EId. R.

F. Andrews is especially requested to be there.

J. F. BALLENGER.

Eip. G. W, Corcorp will meet with the church at Newton,
Mich., at their quarterly meeting, Jan. 8 and 4.

Eld. John Byington is requested to meet with the church at
Burlington at the same time.

Eld. T. M. Steward will meet the church at Hickory Cor-
ners, Jan. 8 and 4. :

We expect Eld. W. H. Littlejohn will attend the quarterly
meeting with the church at Ransom Center. Matters of im-
portance require all to be present.

We will meet with the brethren at Spring Arbor, Jan. 8
and 4.

West Liberty, Jan, 4 and 5, at 7 p. M. each day.

Gravel School-house, Jackson Co., Jan. 6, at 7 p. m.

Jackson, Jan, 7, at 11 a. M, -

Brethren-from Tompking please attend the Jackson meet-
ing. M. B. MiLLER.

James RoBERS.

Tar Hastings and Maple Grove church quarterly meeting
will be held at the school-house in Bro. J. F. Mead’s district,
15t Sabbath and Sunday in January, 1880. Eld A. C. Spicer
will be present. Hope the friends from Assyria and Balti-
more will meet with us. L. G. Moorz.

Wz will hold a general meeting at North Bloomfield, Jan.
2-5, also & similar one for the Sabbath-keepers of Cleveland,
Peninsula, Bedford, and the surrounding locality, at North
Solon, Ohio, Jan. 9-11. These meetings will commence on
Friday evening. All should attend one or both of them, ag
important instructions relative to the cause will be given.
Those coming from a distance should come on Friday. Let
none stay away. D. M. CaxNrigHT.

' R. A. UxpErwoop.

TrE churches at Round Prairie, Lake Ellen, Grove Lake,
and West Union will hold a geweral meeting at Grove Lake,
Minn., Jan. 10, 11. We hope to see a general attendance of
these churches.

The Sabbath-school and health and temperance work will
receive special attention at this meeting. Dist. No. 7 will
hold its quarterly meeting at this time and place.

HARRISON GRANT.
Jorn Funrow.

Tue members of the society at Wellsville, N. Y., are heraby
notified that the business of completing the organization of the
church by the election of an elder and deacons will be at-
tended to at the next quarterly meeting to be held the first
Sabbath and first-day in January. This is important busi-
ness, in which every member is interested. Let none fail to
attend. One or more ministers will be present.

D. T. Fero.

No providence preventing, I will attend the quarterly meet-
ing of Dist. No, 5, Maine, at Oakfield, Jan. 10, 11, 1880. Wa
hope to see a general gathering of our people in Aroostook Co.
at this meeting, As we can spend but a few weeks in the
county, we wish to make the most of our time. Come to work
in the good cause. J. B. GoopricH.
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No providence preventing, I will meet with the church at
Bancroft, Mich., Sabbath and first-day, Jan. 3, 4.

Deerfield, Mich.,, - “ 5,6, 6:30 p. M.
Vernon, 113 ““ 7’ 8, 6 46 &<
Flint, « “ 911,
Birch Run, “ € 18-1H, ¢ e 4
Thetford Center, ¢ ¢ 16-19.

Will some one at Bancroft meet me at the train Friday aft-
ernoon, Jan. 27 E. R. Jonss.

 Obituary Qoliges.

¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth.” Rev.14:13.

HeMingwaY.—Died of consumption, in Jamaica, Vt., July
21, 1879, Sister Mary Hemingwsay, aged 25 years. Sister
Mary was a faithful member of the Andover church. She
sleeps in Jesus, and it oan be said of her, ‘‘Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord.” Horaor Burr.

JoansoN.—Died of consumption, at Beaver Dams, N. Y.,
Nov. 26, 1879, Bro. Daniel Johnson, aged 48 years, 1 month,
and 21 days. He had been s faithful and consistent Sabbath-
keeper for 16 years. He will be greatly missed by his family,
by the church, and by the community in which he resided.
Words of comfort by the writer, from Rev. 22:12,

T. M. Lane

e

MzeaaisoN.—Died in Grand Ligne, P. Q., Nov. 18, 1879, of
pneumonia, after ten days of severe suffering, but calm resig-
nation to the will of the Lord, my dear mother, Mrs, Catharine
Meggison, aged 71 years and 10 months. For nine years
she had been a Sabbath-keeper and a firm believer in the
third angel’s message; and she died in bright hope of meeting
Jesus on the morning of the first resurrection.

CareARINE A, MEGGisox.

e

Tinquist.—Died of consumption, in Somerset, Wis., Deec. 6,
1879, Bro. John Tinquist, aged 30 years, 10 months, and 19
days. We believe he sleeps in Jesus. He leaves a wife and
three little ones. and a large circle of warm friends, but they
mourn not a8 those without hope. Remarks by the writer,
from Rev. 14: 18, a text chosen by the friends.

A. M

JoHNsoON.

Nerson.—Died in Trowbridge, Allegan Co., Mich., Dee. 6,
1879, of typhoid pneumonia, Burgiss R. Nelson, aged 19
years. The decessed was a son of Sister Nelson, who is a
widow, and & member of the S. D. A. church of Allegan.
The deep sympathy felt for her by the community in which
she lives, found expression in an unususlly large attendance
upon the funeral. The discourse was preached by the writer.

W. H. LITTLEJOHN.
——

Hamizron.—Died of fever, at her residence in Hamburg,
Towa, Nov. 1, 1879, our daughter, Mattie E., wife of Cicero
Hamilton, aged 23 years, 6 months, and 19 days. She was a
member of the Baptist church for some years, but about a
year previous to her death she united with the S. D. Advent-
ists. She leaves a child about two years old. Many friends
mourn her loss, but not without hope. Funeral services in
the Baptist.church at Hamburg, conducted by C. F. Carman,
First-day Adventist. T. W axp A. M. Srroxe.

Gorpon.—Died of diphtheria, near Coopersville, Mich.,
Nov. 10, 1879, Freddie, son of Bro. and Sr. Henry Gordon,
aged 9 years, 6 months, and 22 days; also a few days later,
their son Frankie, in the thirteenth year of his age.

Concerning : this sad bereavement Mr. E. O. Phillips, of
Coopersville, Mich., says in the Spring Lake Republican:
¢ Prankie was the pride and comfort of his parents, and
now that he sleeps upon the hillside with his little brother
Freddie, these fond parents are bowed with grief. Stern and
oruel death has entered this family circle twice within a week
and plucked two of the darling loved ones; and we can hut of-

fer our sympathy to this sorely afflicted father and mother.
* * %

Rick.—Died of typhoid fever, at Battle Creek, Mich., Nov.
20, 1879, Bro. Willie Rice, aged 22 years. Willie was the son
of Bro. and Sr. E. J. Rice, of Loyal, Clark Co., Wis. More
than three years ago he gave his heart to the Lord, to walk
in all his commandments. He was a devoted, Christian
young man. At the beginning of the fall term, he came to
Battle Creek to attend school, and to fit himself to be of some
service in the cause. His short acquaintagnce here won for
him many friends among the students., He was faithful and
conscientious in the discharge of all his duties. A large cir-
cle of friends mourn his death, but they are comforted with
the assurance that he died in hope. Funeral services held in
the Tabernacle. Remarks from Johmn 11:25, by Eld. O. A,
Olsen. A. J. Brezp.

McKav.—Died, in Little Valley, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1879, my
dear wife, Lucia Tryphena McKay, after a long and wearisome
illness, which to the last she bore with great patience and
Christian fortitude, trusting confidently in Him who is the
¢« pesurrection and the life,” that when He who is our life
shall appear, she shall « appear with Him in glory.”

She embraced religion, was baptized, and joined the Free-
will Baptist church, at the early age of nine years, As a
matter of convenience, she remained with the F. W. B, church
until quite recently, although she did not fully accord with
them in sentiment, having ever been a strong believer in the
seventh- day Sabbath, and many of the distinctive doctrines of
the 8. D. Adventists. She finally joined the S. D. A, church
in East Otto in July, 1878, and was much rejoiced to find a
church with which she was in full sympathy. She was a
womsan of strong and decided moral and religious convictions.-—
one who loved and encouraged every virtue, and hated every
vice. She ever stood as & minute-man at her post of duty,
sustaining all her relations to her family, the church, and her

Saviour, with the most amiable Christian devotion; and her
name will remain perfumed with her many Christian graces,
and most endearing qualities as sister, wife, mother, and
friend, as long as her memory shall live in the minds of her
afflicted family and friends. A large and sympathizing audi-
ence of friends and neighbors were present on the funeral oc-
casion. H. V. R. McKar.

Jotgs of T)yws,

-~1In the recent floods in Spain about 8,000 people perished.

~—In Upper Silesia 85,000 people are said to be destitute.

—MarcH 2, 1880, will be the 26th anniversary of the Czar’s
reign. ‘

—THE winter in France and Switzerland has been unusu-
ally severe, thus far.

—A B1LL providing for new forts on the Mexican frontier
has passed the Senate.

—ATRro0ITIES in Burmah still continue.
have recently been murdered.

— CALIFORNIA has 60,000 acres covered by vineyards, in
which $30,000,000 are invested.

—In 1880 the Free-will Baptists will celebrate the cente-
nary of the existence of their denomination.

—A PAPER recently started in Vermont announces that its
¢ t-ne will be moral, though not severely so.”

—Bismarck has for some time been unable to attend to his
official duties on account of severe indisposition.

—TuE wife of the Lord Lieutenant has appealed for.sub-
scriptions for the relief of the suffering in Ireland.

—Disparonrs dated Dec. 25 indicate that the Peru-Chilian
war is practically over. The Chilians are victorious.

—OnE guarter of the whole little army of the United States
in service has been killed or wounded during this year.

—THE Egyptian obelisk at Alexandria has been success-
fully lowered, and will soon be shipped for New York.

—UxpEr the law allowing women in Massachusetts to vote
on school matters, only 3,000 women registered in the entire
State.

—A vapy of Great Barrington, Mass., 88 years of age, re-
cently attended the golden wedding of her daughter in Chi-
cago.

—-A MEMORIAL proposing the establishment of a confedera-
tion of all the governments on this continent has been pre-
sented to Congress.

—Tue N. Y. Tribune suggests an amendment to the Na-
tional Constitution, prohibiting polygamy throughout the
United States.

—AN extensive bed of emery has been discovered near
Peckskill, N. Y. The only other pure and marketable bed is
at Chester, Mass.

—TaE largest library in the world is the National Library at
Paris, which in 1874 contained 2,000,000 printed books and
150,000 manusecripts.

—TaE friends of National Reform (the religious Constitu-
tional Amendment) held a spirited and successful convention
at Mausfield, Ohio, Dec. 2 and 3.

—Tne Chinese have begun to leave California. For the
year ending Nov. 1, 1879, the excess of departures over ar-
rivals was 2,618. These returned to China.

—A spECIAL school of diplomacy is to be opened at the
Vatican. Original documents preserved in the archives of the
Vatican will form the basis of the ingiruction.

—FRANCE is Passing through another ministerial crisis.
The ministers have tendered their resignations, and De Frey-
cinet has undertaken the tagk of forming a new cabinet.

—RS1ince women paying taxes can vote for school directors
in Massachusetts, smoking has been forbidden at the voting
places in Boston during the morning. Why not all day?

—SEVERAL of the Reformed Dutch churches in Michigan
are divided into warring faetions on the subjeet of Freema-
sonry, and an extensive secession will probably take place.

—ON the 24th of December the cold was very severe in
Minnesota and Utah, and on the Pacific slope. In some
places the spirit thermometer ranged from 40 to 58 degrees
below zero.

—Tue ¢« Waste-Not Society’’ of Brighton, Eng., composed
of about & hundred young people, during the year collected
£28 worth of waste paper, sufficient to support two little girls
at the Orphanage.

—THE railway up Mount Vesuvius has been completed, and
travelers now ascend by it te the crater. # Vesuvius is
grumbling at the invasion, and threatens to throw up,”” says
the Christian at Work,

—THE public clocks in Paris are all connected, and their
time verified, being set by the observatory time. Ii is pro-
posed, also, to connect the clocks in private houses, so thai
time can be supplied like gas and water.

—Tar Aliiance of Dec. 20, 1879, says that scarlet fever and
other children’s diseases are alarmingly on the increase in
Chicago. On the North Side there is searcely a block that is
not olosely sprinkled with cases of diphtheria and scarlet
fever,

—Ox one day, Dec. 18, no less than 71 vessels received
grain cargoes, and the charters for wheat for Europe aggre-
gated about 50,000 tons. Besides these, about & hundred
other vessels were waiting their turn at the docks to take on
grain cargoes. )

—Last March an old woman was burned in & Russian vil-
lage, by peasants who believed she was a witch. Recently
the persons who committed the outrage were brought to trial,
and three of them were convicted and sentenced to perform a
small penance in ehurch.

—THE most terrible railroad accident on record is just re-
ported from Scotland. The bridge over the firth at Tay gave
way, precipitating an entire train with 300 passengers into

Five princesses

the deep water below. It was night, and in the midst of a
terrific gale. Not one was saved. .

—OnE of the Independent’s French exchanges states that the
Emperor of Austria, in response to the memorial presented by
the Evangelical Aliance deputation, has caused an order to be
issued giving the Protestants of Bohemia full liberty to con-
duct religions worship in their houses.

—TuE income of the Emperor of Russia is $25,000 & day ;
that of the Sultan of Turkey, $18,000; of the Emperor of Aus-
tria, $10,000; of the Emperor of Germany, $8,200; of the
King of Italy, $6,400; of the King of the Belgians, $1,643;
and of the President of the United States, $136.98,

—Nearzy 1,000,000 cwt. of palm oil valued at $7,500,000
is annually exported to Great Britain from the west coast of
Africa. It is used in the manufacture of soaps, perfumery,
candles, and similar articles. The natives use it in the place
of butter, and for cooking and lighting purposes.

—81. MaRrY’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, erected at a cost of
$600.000, by funds bequeathed for the purpose by the Misses
Walker, has recently been consecrated by the Bishop of Ed-
inburgh. About 300 of the clergy were present, besides a
number of bishops, including all the Scotch bishops.

—Tue King of Holland has the largest private conservatory
in the world. It contains two immense palm trees, the
smaller of which weighs two and a half tons, besides & won-
dexful collection of tropical plants. The glass dome is ninety
feet high and one hundred and eighty feet in diameter.

—=SpAIN recently showed her jealousy of republicanism,
and her distrust of the military, by refusing to let the mili-
tary and their bands share in the manifestation prepared by
the Murcian Relief Committee, in testimony of the gratitude
of Spain to France for aid sent to sufferers by the floods.

—Episox claims that he has succeeded in producing an
electric light—soft, mellow, but brilliant—which can be util-
ized for all purposes of illumination at a cost no greater than
that of the cheapest 0il. An Inter-Ocean correspondent thinks
hig invention ¢ sounds the knell of the gas monopolies.”

—TuE politieal gituation in Russia does not improve. The
Revolutionary Committee threaten that the Czar will be
removed from the throne unless their demand for'a Constitu-
tion is acceded to. A feeling of insecurity and alarm is gen-
eral. The police at Kieff recently surprised a secret Nihilist
meeting, and captured 98 men.

—Tug steamer Borussia from Liverpool for New Orleans,
sprang aleak on the lst of December and was abandoned on
the 2d. Nearly 200, passengers and crew, are supposed to
have perished. The owners of the Borugsia are confident
that the steamer is still afloat, as it had watev-tight compart-
ments.

—Tur conquest of the restless, hardy, freedom-loving
mountaineers of Afghanistan proves a very difficult task,
There is a possibility, if not a probability, that the British may
be compelled to meet the fanatical fury of a religious war.
Gen. Roberts is receiving reinforcements; but the Inier-
Ocean thinks it more probable that he will be captured than
that he will retake Cabul,

—TnE young British Province of Queensland occupies the
northeastern quarter of the Australian continent, and stretches
from the northern boundary of New South Wales to the Gulf of
Carpentaria. Itis twelve times the size of England, twice the
size of Canada, and half as large again as England, Ireland,
Scotland, Wales, France, and Spain combined. It is richin
gold.

—Tar discovery by the British, of Yakoob Khan's buried
treasure, at Cabul, tends to throw some light upon the in-
wardness of the situation in Afghanistan. The hidden treas-
ure consisted of Russiav gold, which goes to confirm the sus-
picions of the British, and digcloses from whence came the
sinews of war which have enabled the natives to repulse the
forces of England at every point.

—Trr Michigan State Association of Spiritualists and Lib-
eralists have purchased 80 acres of land on Goguac Lake,
near Battle Creek, which they intend to fit up as & camp-
ground and summer resort. The grounds will be artistically
1aid out by 2 professional landscape gardener. A large, com-
modious and handsome hotel will be erected immediately, and
eventually a college. It is the design to hold a camp-meeting
every summer, to continue six weeks. These meetings will be
atiended by leading spiritualists and liberalists from all sec-
tions of the United States.

—Tag Illustrated Christian Weekly of Dec. 20, 1879, says :
«Republicanism does not suffer as tested by the balance-
sheets of the principal governments of Europe. While the
Prussian deficit amounts to 62,500,000 francs, the Austrian to
32,000,000, that of Hungary to 45,000,000, that of Holland to
17,000,000, and the English floating debt has been increased
by 288,000,000, France will have & surplus this year of not
less than 100,000,000 francs.”

—AccorDING to a carefully prepared report, the loss of
men engaged in the fisheries from the port of Gloucester,
Mass., and the number of vessels wrecked, during the past
year, presents a fearful record. The loss of life is unprece-
dented in the history of the business. In a single February
gale 13 vessels went down, 148 men were drowned, 56 women
were made widows, and 150 children were rendered father-
less. During the year, 30 vessels, comprising over one-tenth
of the fishing tonnage of this port, valued at $118,780, sailed
to return no more; and 240 lives were lost, leaving 88 widows
and 219 fatherless children. There are also two vessels now
absent, for the safely of which grave fears are entertained.
If these do not soon return. it will add 22 more te the num-
ber of lost, swelling the fearful aggregate to 264 lives.

—Tag clearing house returns for the week ending Dec. 19
gshow that at the leading commercial centers the immense vol-
ume of trade continues without any material abatement, and
general activily is indicated by the figures. As compared
with the corresponding week of last year, the returns show &
gain at New York of 89.8 per cent; Chicago, 62.6; Boston,
65; Philadelphia 76; Cincinnati 21.1; St. Louis, 30.6; Bal-
timore, 87.9. The large increage at Philadelphia is attributed
to the rapid advance in iron and renewed activity in that
trade. For the week ending Dec. 26, the returns show a
continuance of the extraordinary volume of business which
marks the renewed prosperity of the country.
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THE BATTLE CREEK TABERNACLE.

TrE debt on the Tabernacle should be raised from it
as soon as possible. The bountiful harvest of the Christ-
mas Tree reported in this paper shows that the members
of the Battle Creek church stand ready to pour ‘in their
free~-will offerings for the house of the Lord, erected not
for their good alone, but for the benefit of the general
cause. The debt before the donations placed on the
Christmas Tree was about $10,000. We give some of the
reasons why this should be met by the free-will offerings
of all our people, as soon as possible.

1. Most of this amount is due the Office of the REview
AND HErarp, which is embarrassed for the want of it.

2. This house was built for the goodfof the cause, and
too great burden should not rest upon the church at Bat-
tle Creek in the payment of it. At the recent General
Conference and Biblical Institute, the Battle Creek church
made the ferins of those benefited very easy. Board,
tuition, heating and lighting the Tabernacle was free, ex-
cepting a fee of one dollar each for a course in elocution.

3. Last, but not least, our houses of worship dedicated
to the service of God should be free from debts. If it
seems necessary to make a debt which may rest upon a
house at the time of the dedication, it should be removed
as soon as possible.

We hope to hear good news of the fruit gathered from
hundreds of Christmas Trees for the benefit of the house
of worship at Oakland, Cal., and the Battle Creek Tab-
ernacle. If any church, or any brother or sister, feels
convicted that they did not do their duty on Christmas,
the door is still open. Please send in your offerings,
Let these houses of worship be free from debt, then let
them have a new dedication to God. J.W.

LIFE SKETCHES.

- Wr have decided to hasten this book through the press
in a few weeks. {And we have so much on our hands that
it is thought best to leave out matter of not the greatest
interest to the general reader, which would require much
time and space. The book will contain about 450 pages,
Plain cloth binding, $1.00. With steel engravings of the
subjects of the sketches, $1.25. Extra binding, $1.50.

J. W,

TESTIMONY 29.

TeE important subjects ireated in this work are, 1.
The description of the Judgment. 2. An appeal to the
people relative to the sacredness of pledges. 3. Our pub-
lications ; their value and influence, and the importance
of circulating them. 4. An appeal on the subject of wills,
5, The qualifications and duties of the ambassadors for
Christ. The book will be ready for delivery the present
week. Orders have been received from most of the Tract
Societies ; and a small quantity will be sent to the Sec-
retaries of those Sonieties whicﬂ have not ordered. Price
25 cents.

K A circular received from the banking house
of Henry Clews and Co., N. Y., states that $68,580,
000 in gold has been received at that port since Aul
gust last. The bulk of this has come in for agricul-
tural products, which have been sold to the old world,
This, after going to the West in the circulation of
trade, will return to the East. They predict, there-
fore, that the first quarter of 1880 will witness one of
the most extraordinary plethoras of money ever wit-
nessed in the Eastern cities of this country.

pl

THE HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE QUARTERLY.

ArnraovcH the first number of the Health and Temper-
ance Quarterly received a warm reception from the nu-
merous friends of the American Health and Temperance
- Association, many sending in their names as regular sub-
scribers, it hag been decided that it will be better to ac-
cept the generous offer of the publishers of Good Health
to print the Quarterly as an extra department in that
Journal. It will be issued regularly once in three
months as a department in Good Health, and will be
furnished free to all full members of the American Health
and Temperance Association who are subscribers to Good
Health, Copies of the Journal sent to those who are
not members of the Association will not contain the tem-
perance department. :
This liberal offer is made by the Good Health Publish-
ing Co., first, to encourage the friends of health and tem-
perance to engage in the circulation of the Journal ; and
second, to induce the patrons of Good Health to become
members of the American Health and Temperance Asso-
clation,

The temperance department will be a lively feature of
the Journal, and will be made interesting by personal
experience in temperance work, reports of societies, etc.
We hope that it will be an inducement to all members
of the Association not only to subscribe for the Journal
themselves, but to'induce others to do %o, and at the
same time also become members of the Association.

J, H. K,

STATE INSTITUTE AT CORSICA, OHIO.

Tar Lord willing, we will hold our Ohio State quar-
terly meeting and T. and M. Institute at Corsica. Meet-
ings will begin Thursday, Jan. 1B, and continue two

weeks. We have selected Corsica for several reasons.

1. It is the most central church for the State.

2. They have a good meeting-house, well adapted to
the use of our school.

3. There are enough families within a reasonable dis-
tance of the church to accommodate all who will come.

4. There are several churches near,

5. All the other strong churches have had large meet-
ings with them many times, while Corsica has never had
one. As our State quarterly meeting will be held here
at this time, each district must be sure.to be on hand in
time with its reports. :

OBJECT OF THE INSTITUTE,

The object of the Institute is to thoroughly instruct the
officers of the Conference in their work, but especially
the T. and M. officers. Church clerks, s. B. treasurers,
Sabbath-school superintendents and secretaries, the
health and temperance officers, librarians, secretaries,
and directors will all be instructed in their special work.
All these should bring their books with them. There
will also be a class In music. Special attention will be
given to canvassing,

WHO SHOULD COME.

All the above officers, as far as possible, should attend
this meeting. Let a special effort be made to this end.
Do not say that you cannot come. Think that you can,
plan for it, and make an effort to be present. If neces-
sary, let the church assist some of the poorer ones. Any
one who can give a part or the whole of his time to ean-
vassing ought to come.

WHERE TO COME,

Corsica is a little off the railroad, but the brethren will
take all to and from the cars with their baggage. Galion
is the best point, as it is only five miles from the church,
and some of the members live within three miles. But
the friends can also get off at Crestline, which is six
miles, or at Lexington, which is eight miles from the
church. But the brethren at Corsica require that they
shall be informed how many are coming to each of these
points, 80 as to know how many teams to send.

Therefore, let every person who expects to come write
a week beforehand to V. B. Stevens, Corsica, Ohio, stat-
ing at which station he will get off. The trains at each of
these places arrive about eleven o’clock 4. M. from each
way. All should come Thursday, Jan 15, 80 as to be at
the stations named before noon of that day.

Let as many as can bring bed-clothing. Tracts and
books should be taken back to each church, to save freight.
A fyll and large assortment of all our books will be there,
also Bibles, Concordances, etc.

Let none caleulate to leave till the meeting closes.
Eld. B. L. Whitney and perhaps others will come to aid
us in these meetings. D. M. Ca~ricHT,

T0 CHURCH OFFICERS IN MICHIGAN.

‘Wz wish to call the attention of the elders and church
officers in Michigan to the special duties which should be
looked after in particular at the quarterly meeting, Jan.
3 and 4.

1. Every Sabbath-keeper in your vicinity should pledge
to pay his tithe (Liev. 27 : 30-33 ; Matt. 23:23) for 1880
into the treasury, to be forwarded to the State treasurer,
for the support of the minisiry. Any away from home
or the church should report to the s. B. treasurer, send-
ing his pledge.

2. As some in this Conference have not adopted the
plan recommended by the General Conference for the sup-

port of the T, and M. work, we will call your attention to |,

the following resolution, passed at the last Michigan T.
and M. meeting : ¢‘ Resolved, That we, as ministers of the
Michigan Conference, and directors of the T. and M. So-
ciety, will put forth a persistent effort to get all our peo-
ple in this Conference to pay a tithe into the Conference
treasury, and a sum equal to one-third of the tithe into the
T. and M. fund.”

To our scattered brethren and sisters who are not mem-
bers of our churches, we would say, that we think you
should pay your tithes and add a sum equal to one-third
of the tithe for the tract and missionary work; and for-
ward the same to the State treasurer, H. W. Kellogg,
Battle Creek, Mich, By this act upon your part we
shall be very much encouraged to send you ministerial
help ; but the best of it all is, you will be doing your
duty. MicrreaN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.

TO DIST. NO. 1, WISCONSIN.

WE wish to urge all our people in Dist. No. 1, and
others mear that part of Wisconsin, to attend the
meeting at Oakland, Jan. 9-11. A team will meet
the trains at F't. Atkinson on Friday. Meetings be-
gin Friday evening and close Sunday evening. The

Sabbath will be devoted to the Sabbath-school and
the interests of the youth and children. Hope that all
will be prepared with the current lesson in Jnstructor
and Lesson Sheets. Temperance meeting evening
after the Sabbath. G. C. TeNNEY.

Puldisders” Depmforgnd,

“Not slothful in business.”” Rom,1z:11

4@ Notice of expiration of subscription will be given by special stam
on the margin of the paper. We should be pleased to receive your renewa
at once,

Norrce.~The change of figures on the address labels will be in all cases
a sufficient receipt for money sentfor the paper. If these changes do not in
due time appear, and if books ordered by mail are not received, notice
should be given. " All other business is acknowledged below.

Taz permanent P, O. address of Eld. C. H. Bliss is Belvidere,
Boone Co., 11l

Trg permanent P. 0. address of Eld. John F. Hanson is Box
22, Marne, Cass Co., Iowa.

Sisrer C. Avers, widow of our lamented Bro. J. N. Ayers, has
a pair of charts in good condition which she would be glad to sell.
Any one wishing a set of charts now has a good opportunity to
obtain them, besides conferring a favor upon Sister Ayers. Ad-
dress, Farlinville, Linn Co., Kansas. :

Unrrin further notice, the address of the Secretary of the Ne-
bragka H. and T. Society will be C. P. Bollman, Dayton, Boone
Co., Neb. Secretaries of local clubs are requested to report
promptly.

To Dist. No. 3, Indiana T. and M. Society.—As Bro. Harring-
ton desires to be released from the duties of the office of Disiriet
Secretary, J. W. Covert, Sharpsville, Tipton Co,, I-d., is ap-
pointed to fill that office, Wi Coverr, Dirsctor.

As Mrs. H. T. H. Sanborn has been suddesly called to Rhode
Island, all mail matter for her shounld be addressed to North
Scituate, B. 1., instead of Mt. Jackson, Shenandoah Co., Va.
She will still attend to her V. M. work. 1. Sansouw,

Tre lessons for the Sahhath-school to be held at the Elizabeth-
town, Kentucky, quarterly meeting Jan. 17, will he lessons 50
and 76 of the Jnstructor for Dec. 10, for the youth’s class. For
the first class, lessons 55, 56, and 57 of the Supplement for De-
cembher, Ossozv.

Notice to Church Treasurers of N. ¥. Conference.—At the last
session of the Conference held at Hornellsville, L. T. Nourse,
Cbittenango Falls, Madison Co., N. Y., was elected Conference
Treasurer, consequently you will hereafter remit all Conference
moneys to bim instead of to C. E. Green, as formerly, Send re-
port of the money remitted to B. W. Whitney, Manlius Station,
N. Y., a8 heretofore, E. vt’r' Warrney, Sec.

7o 8. B. Treasurersin the New York Conference—In sending
funds to me, please send by New York draft or registered letter,
to Chittenango Falls, N. Y. Let all {ry to send at the com-
mencement of each quarter, as nearly as possible.

L. T. Noursg, Conference Treasurer.

A Bequest,—Will each S, D. A. church-member in New Eng-
land, who bas not already done 80 please gend us, without delay,
at least a few names as trial subscribers for Good Health? Such
names, with suhscription price—only 20 cts.—from any others
who are interested in this good work, will be gratefully received.

. Eriza TeAYER.

South Loamcaster, Mass.

Books Sent by Bxpress,

Mrs A J Richmond $4.00, Sanford Rogers 3.00, Geo H Randall
1.56, Geo Foreman 80.80, W P Dixon 60.00, Eli Wick 8.63, H C
Goodrich 1.00, J F Carman 1.00, Harriet McLean 4.88, I, G Moore
5.00, 8 E Gibson 7.97, C C Doren 1.00.

\ Books Sent by Freight.

Wm Cruzan $86.60, Signs of the Times 43.20, Mrs B J Lafferty
5.00, D M Canright 6.40, H M Mitchell 50.42, N G White 262.11,
S N Haskell 84.02, E S Griggs 43.64.

Cash Rec’d on Account,

B C V M Society ﬁer W C Sisley $74.95, Am H & T Association
per J Thayer 7.26, H A St Jobhn 10.00, Ind T & M Reserve Fund
S H Lane M 8 Bdwards 2.00, Zorado Hughs 1.00, Beam & Mary
Craig 1500, I T & M Societ{Iper LS C16.00, D T Biggs 15.00,
Am H &1 Association, Wis H & T As ;er M F Stillman 15.00,
Am H & T Association per J Thayer 2.25, Mich § 8 Association
Lakeview penny collection at quarterly meeting in Oct, 1.21, Am
H&T As Ind H & T As 25¢, Norman Dewey 4.10,

Gen. Conf. Fund.,

T Curtis per J O Corliss 10.00, I11 Conf (tithe) per J J Carlock
50.00, “ W E L Thank-offering 60c, J K J 12.00, A friend 2.00,
Mary Robbins 10¢, A Anderson 1.74, S E Coppill's son 1.10.

Mich. Conf. Fund.

Vicksburg J K Gilvert & wife $14.00, Sand Bank J K J 18.86,
Jackson per D R Palmer 16.45, Burlington per Hickman Miller
51.86, Rockwood I N Miller 44.00, Pierson Edgar Fields 3.55, Car-
son City per Wm R Evans 61.00.

Mich. T & M. Society.

Dist 8 Edenville 2.00, Digt 8 per Nellie Leland 2.50, Dist 3 Bur-
lington per H Miller 8.08, Dist 8 per H C Goodrich 1.00, Dist 18
pet Geo O States 21,15, per J O Barnhart 5.00, Dist 3 A A Fafe-
field 1.00, Dist 15 per L G Moore 8.00, Dist 7 per W Reynolds
18,00,

8. D. A. B, Society.
Mrs Hattie H Wentworth.10.00, 0 A Richmeond 5,00, .

FEuropean Mission.
Luey Lewis 50c, Darius Reynolds 40.00, A friend 5.00, C K
Farnsworth 10.00.

. English Mission. _ :
A friend $5.00, Mrs Wm Mitchell 2.00, Sally M Stockwell 2,00.

Donation to Harolden,
A Sister $1.00,

Donish Mission.

Lars Chr Larson $10.00, S H Rodmeyer 5.00, Mary Johnson
Serns 10.00, A G Swedberg 10.00, Mrs J Calvert 2.50, A G Olsen
2.00, Mrs Tilda Lindstrom 50¢, Anna € Olson 50c, August Lyman
10.60, C Wingqist 4.00, P J Anderson 5.00, Melia Swanson 25c,
James P Peterson 10.00, N Clausen 5.00, N Peterson 10.00, M
Dueland 5,00, N Mickelson 5,00, Peter Johnson 10.00, Hans Niel-
sen 5.00, John Johnson 2.00, N 8 Anderson 5.00, Nils Fredin 25c,



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

