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"% Suppression and “The Shut Door.”

BY ELD. J. . WAGGONER.

I HAVE read the article written by Eld. A. C.
Long on the subject of the *Rarly Writings of
Mirs. White,” and feel inclined to give it some no-
tice. He speaks in a confident manner, which,
with some, may be considered evidence of the cor-

_rectness of his position. But I do not look upon

it in that light. Having been acquainted with
these subjects many years, L am not prepared to as-
sent to statements on the mere ground of plau-
sibility. In most respects, Eld. Long’s professed
argument lacks even plausibility. -,

At the very outset he makes alissue which has
no foundation in fact, and draws his conclusions
from certain assumptions, which, both assumptions
and conclusions, are very far from the truth in the
case. Thus in regard to an article in the REVIEW
written by Bro. Butler, he says:—

“ From the above quotations we gather the following points:
1. That these Early Writings of Mrs. White were published
under her own eye, and with her approval ; 2. That they con-
tain all:of her early visions; 8..That those who have claimed
that certain portions of her visions were suppressed, are liars,
since they are néw all republished.”

Except the first statemeént that the book, Hxpe-
rience and Views, was published with the approval
of Sister White, the paragraph above quoted is an
entire deception. It was never claimed by any-
body that these publications ‘““contain all her early
visions.” They who publish such an assertiont
know that there is not a word of truth in it. Thig
very book lately republished speaks of a number,
of “early visions”" which no printed publication

__ever-contaiuud.
bors in ¢Spiritual Gifts” speaks of a largé number
of visions, some of which were given for her own
instruction and encouragement; some for individ-
uals or churches, which were written in part or’
in whole; and later, some were written and printed
in slips or sheets for the benefit of those for whom"
they were given, or, if for general use at that time,
the friends were so fow that but.few copies were
required.  These were mnot incorporated in
“KExperience and Views,” which has always, and
very properly, been considered her earliest publi-

“cation. A number of them were barely referred
to, or particular points may have been dwelt upon
in relating her experience and labors, but they

. were not comprised in what were termed her
“Early Writings.” ‘

It is not true that any part of her early visions
or early writings have been “ suppressed.” Some
of her early visions were printed in whole or in
part, as before said, in slips or sheets; but the
number printed was small. © Those interested were
few, and not many copies were needed. But no
effort was ever made to withhold them from any
readers, or to withdraw them from their possessors,
They were scattered as far as readers could be
found, or their numbers would go, and no effort
was made to- restrict their circulation. Where,
then, was the suppression? The fact that a pub-
lication, or any part of it, is not republished, is no
evidence of intention to suppress it, as long as no
effort is made to recover or to check the circula-
tion and use of the copies issued. All this talk
about “all her early visions,” and “suppression,”
is ‘evidently to give plausibility to his professed
reasoning, and his conclusion as to the object of
neglecting to republish them or parts of them.
But neither his reasoning nor his conclusion is in
accordance with the truth in the matter.

* His (or more properly their) statement of the
belief of the early Seventh-day Adventists, is not
truthful. It was made to show that they had an
object in not republishing certain things, and that
that object was to hide from the public the fact
that the visions at first taught certain doctrines
which are not now held by those who believe the
visions, Now if we shall prove that that is not so,
and that their statements to that effect are abso-

sAnd her wocon m}/)f‘ hor varly la- [

lutely false, then there will remain no ground
whatever for their accusations. N

® Eld. Long quotes from an address of a com-
mittee appointed t6 set forth the reasons why we
shoulll have Conferences and churches organized,
as follows:—

¢ Our views of the work before us were mostly vague and in-
definile, some still retaining the idea adopted by the body of
Adventists in 1844, with Wm. Miller at their head, that our
work for the world was finished, and that the message was con-
fined to those of the original advent faith. 8o firmly was this
believed, that one of out number was nearly vefused the mes-
sage, the individual presenting it having doubts of the possi-
bility of his salvation because he was not in the 44 move.” -

Of this the editor of their paper says:—

“The people with whom she was connected, who afterward
organized as Seventh-day Adventists, believed at that time that
probation for sioners was past since 1844 ; and as Mrs. White
always received ideas tnto her mind before she gave them out
in vision, she believed this error too, and henee her language of
the salvation of sinners being past, corresponded with her faith
and that of her brethren. That this was the belief of the lead-
ers of that people at that time, we have the statement in the
ReviEw aND HEerALD, Vol. 18, No. 8, June 11, 1861.”

- The above is a gross perversion of the words of

that address. We are not astonished that.the ed-
itor made such remarks; for it is not the first time
of his trying to make that appear to be true which
he had no reason to believe was true, and even
that which he knew was not true. Lest some
reader should think this charge too severe, I.will
state a case. - .
~ Seyeral years ago-a letter appegred in, the Ad-
vécate, signed by a person living in San Francisco,
which contained something which was not true.
“We €alled the attention” of the writer to thé case,
and he informed us that he never wrote the-letter
fas publighed: Upwn -further ifivestigation flic ed-
itor, of the paper had to confess that -kre, made
chariges in the letter; and thus he made it read,
not as it was written, not according to the truth in
the cuge; but'is g wished it were, or as he wished it
to'appear. This we exposed in the spring of 1877.
Being forced to make such a confession would have
been sufficiently humiliating to make him careful
how he perverted anybody’s language thereafter, if
.the truth only were his object. But to take up
and retail an evil report against their neighbor is
the very life of that paper.
* Now I assert with positiveness that such. was not
the belief of “the leaders,” nor of any leading or
ministerial brother of the Seventh-day Adventists.
If any should draw such an inference from the
quotation, he would have the inference dispelled if
he read the entire address. Speaking of the
necessity of organization to correct wrongs and
disorders- in the churches, and the difficulties
which wéthad experienced in this respect, the ad-
dress saidy—

‘“And when order was to some extent introduced, and
wrongs corrected oOr separated from in compliance with gospel
rules, some imagined that the introduction of order created the
evils brought to light, instead of exposing and correcting
wrongs already existing.” )

There was no more reference to ‘“the leaders”
in the word “some” in the other paragraph than
‘there was in this, and none at all in either. That
language did not refer to any S. D. A. preacher,
but to some who professed to be of us, and whom
“the leaders ” were at the very time trying to
correct in regard to these things. At the time re-
ferred to in the address, the truth
wag well formulated in the minds of the messengers.
But because of limited ideas, not of the truth, but
of the great work to be accomplished, many op-
posed organization, while others saw that it was
-the only means whereby we could keep our
churches free from such fanaticism as was there re-
ferred to. As the work opened before us, and be-
lievers multiplied, the necessity of organization was
felt more and more, and the languagé above quoted
was used to impress this necessity upon the minds
of all. 7 To show that I have a right to be positive
in my statement, I will now say that I wrote

that address myself, and knew the person to whom

of the message |

reference was made as having expressed his doubts,
and also that I was the one of whose salvation the
doubt was expressed, because I had no part in the
advent work of 1844. But not one of the leaders
or ministers ever, expressed any doubt on the sub- -
Ject; on the contrary, they hailed my conversion to
the message with joy, and received me cordially. '
And further, I afterward learned that Bro, White
was laboring with this man in order to correct his
‘errors at the very time of my introduetion to him.
But without organization, we hal rio meang of kold-
ing such persons in check. This man, with all his
vagaries, represented the S. D. A. cause to us in
Wisconsin for a time; but he was never recog-
nized by ““the leaders” as a preacher, ror indorsed
as a teacher among them. ‘ ’

It is easy to show that the consfruction put
upon the faith of the Seventh-day Advefitists on
the subject of ¢the shut door” is eptirely wrong.
That the great body of Adventists with My, Miller
did, for a short time after the disappointment
of 1844, believe that ““ the world ’;had feceived its
last warning, is true beyond all dogbt. They ..
could hardly think otherwise with their faith.on
“the judgment message.” DBut this iflea was soon
renounced, especially by two classes: one, com-
posed of those who renounced the advent faith en-
tirely, avowing their belief that the whole move-
ment was fanatical and erroneous.; the other, com-
posed of a small company who.saw that another
message was to follow the judgment message of
Rev. 14:6, 7, given in verses 9-12 of the same
chapter, and represented also in Rev. 10:11, in
which chapter (10) after the passing of the-“ time,"

the chnrels was. to 4 proplsay. apmincbefipe- miamg-

peoples, mations, tongues, and kings.” And it
must be remembered that this vision in which it is
claimed that she said the time for .the salvation of
sinners was (then) past, was givengnore than five
years after that time, and when they had been la-
boring for years for all whom they could reach with
the message. SRS S
But do not their writings.of that time show thét
they believed in ““the shut door?” We answer,
In connection with an open door, Yes; in the
sense in which their revilers use the phrase, No.
The heading of that vision in which the (to them)
objectionable expression is found is, “The Open’
and Shut Door.” Mark it; they believed in an
open door as well as a shut door. "One paragraph
in that vision is as follows :— o
1 saw that Jesus had shut the door of the holy place, and
no man can open it; and thai he had opened the door into the
most holy, and no man ean shut it; Rev. 8! 7, 8; and that sine
Jesus has opened the door into the most holy place, which con-.

tains the ark, the commandments have been shining out to God’s
people, and they are being tested on the Sabbath question.”

We find that in their writings of an early date
they were careful to speeify that they believed in
‘““the open door ;" and their labor for their fellow-
men showed that they did believe a door was open
where sinners might find the Saviour.

Of this I will now offer most conclusive proof,
and show that-their faith is either misunderstood
or misrepresentéd by those who say they denied
the salvation of sinners. No one was more out-
spoken in expressing his faith than Bro. Bates ; no
one more firmly believed in the shut door than he.
I have before me the report of a meeting held in
Vermont, signed Joseph Bates, dated Fairhaven,
Nov. 4, 1850. In the last paragraph the roport
says t—

“The two Bro. Martins and their companions, with two oth-

ers in Bennington, professed their cleéar convictions of the sev
enth-day Sabbath and shut door.”

-, Thig, then, was noted as an article of their faith
as late as 1850. But now notice further. In this
same report he says: “Brother and Sister Butler
came {rom Waterbury with Brn. Chamberlain and
Churelill””  And yet Bro. Churchill was not in
the first message; his first advent experience was
in the faith of the third angel’s message, the Sah-
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bath, and the shut door! It is also true that Bro.
Churchill was held off for a time by some who
were in doubt about his case, but Sister White had
a message of hope for him, which silenced the ob-
jections of all who had confidence in the visions.
Some were steeped in fanaticism, and rejected the
visions, and of course they rejected him, but they
were not the Seventh-day Adventists. Of course
many embraced the Sabbath who were believers in
that view, but the visions were the means of bring-
ing them out to the faith of an open door as well as
the shut door. £ .

And again, in the sketch of Sister White's life

and labors, we find an account of a meeting which

;she attended in Carver, Mass., in 1846. Here
were two-men convicted on the Sabbath question,
who were not in the fivst message; for these also
she had a comforting message of hope. These
cases prove positively that she did not believe ¢ the
door of mercy "’ was shut against those who were
not in the 44 movement.

And still further. I have before me a statement
written by Marion C. Truesdail (formerly Stowell),
and signed by herself and five others, from which I
copy the following words :—
> ou During Miss Harmon’s [now Mrs. White] visit to Paris,
Me., in the summer of 1845, I stated to her the particulars of a
dear friend of mine, whose father had prevented her attending
our meetings; consequently, she had not rejected light. She
smilingly replied, ¢ God never has shown me that there is no
galvation for such persons. It is those only who have had the
light of truth presented to them, and knowingly rejected it.’
Miss Harmon’s reply coincided with my idea of a shut door,
and in justice no other could be derived from it. It might be
well for those who have so much fault to find to read the de-
cisive answer given by Jesus against those ¢ that were bidden to
come,’ that refused. Lulke 14:24.” -

Clotlyy fovans Mptoar  Forenedrotpel, 707

The writer of the above, and they#who signed
her statement with her, lived in Paris, Me., in 1844,
and for about ten years thereafter, and she was in-
timately acquainted with Sister White and her early
labors; and I am able to say that Bro. and Sister
‘White were far in advance of the body of Seventh-
day Adventists in regard to the nature and mag-

~nitude-tof-our- work,-and the necessity4of a_perfeet ]

organization to carry the messace to the world. 1
heard him introduce the idea of an organization at
least five years before he could induce his brethren
to take any step in that direction. Almost all Ad-
ventists, of all classes, were opposed to organiza-
tion. Many of the S. D. Adventists were in doubt
whether the ¢third. angel’'s message” would be
iven to any great extent outside of the United
tates. KEven at the time when we organized, we
had not the remotest idea that we should carry on
such a systematic missionary work as we are car-
rying on at present, which is but-a prelude to the
work which is soon to follow. In this respect—
and this relates to “ our views of the work ”—our
views were indefinite. Why was it, then, that
Bro. White had ideas of the work and its necessi-
ties so far in advance of those of his brethren. It
| was because he was so closely connected with the
: Tlestimondes, which were leading the workers, step by
" step, to larger views of our work; whigh had
pointed out the necessity of thoroughly organized
efforts to give the last message of warning to a per-
ishing world. But the matter was delayed for
years, until the body of the brethren also could see
the necessity, and thus united action be insured.
It is an evident truth that the vision which speaks
of ““ their salvation,” given in 1849, is misapplied
and perverted by our opposers. £
I will now examine more particularly the sup-
posed object of not republishing certain visions or
parts of visions. They say “omitted or sup-
pressed.”” But these words do not signify the same
thing. I have sufficiently noticed that there has
been no suppression. It is easy to find a reason
why many of her visions were not published. We
believe it is left to the judgment of Sister White
herself whether the circumstances and the nature
of a vision demands its publication, where no spe-
cific direction or impression is given with it. Jere-
miah put on record the words which he wrote to
Jehoiakim ; but the king burned the roll, and the
prophet renewed the message to him, and “added
besides unto them many like words.” But he did
not put them in the book of his prophecy. Per-
haps some of the princes who rejected the message
turned round and accused him of ¢ suppressing
part of the Lord’s testimony; but probably Jere-

Y
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miah met the mind of the Lord in the matter

Paul said he had not shunned to declare the whole
counsel of God to the brethren at Kphesus; but
when he wrote to them, he wrote but a small part of
the counsel of God. Was his failure to write it all
to them, or to publish all the wonderful things
which he received by “visions and revelations,”
evidence that he intended to “suppress” a part of
that which the Lord revealed to him ?

Why certain parts of the vision published in the
tract, *“ A Word to the Little Flock,” were omitted.
I am not able to say. I can see no object in their
being omitted. And he who had sole charge of the
publishing work for ¢ the little flock " at that time
18 not living, so that if any reason existed, it will
never be known. It is always right and just to in-
quire into a person’s motives for an action before
we condemn him; if no reason can be given, or no
motive proved, showing that there was a- wrong in-
tention in the action, that fact will go very far to-
ward exonorating him from having any wrong mo-
tive. If anybody could show that there was any
wrong intention, any evil motive, in omitting these
lines, we would readily unite with those who con-
demned the action. We regret that it was done;
but we. see no possible reason for imputing wrong
intention to the one who did it. Certainly Eld.
Long has not given the true reason, and this I am
able to show. o

That Eld. Long has supposed an impossible
object, and that he knew that his statemcnt was
unjust when he made it, I believe every candid
person will admit when his professed reasoning is
examined. The following is the principal omission,
consisting of twenty-two lines :—

‘t And as we were gazing at the glories of the place, our eyes
were attracted upward to something that had the appearance of
silver. I asked Jesus to let me see what was within. In a mo-
ment we were winging our way upward, and entering in. Here
we saw good old father Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Daniel,
and many like them. And I'saw a vail with a heavy fringe of
silver and gold as a border o the bottom; it was very beautiful.
I asked Jesus what was within the vail. He raised it with his

own right arm, and badce me take heed. I saw there a glorious
ark, gverlaid_with spure—got® AL itrhad pslopious-bord

learly condemns the reason given by Eld. Long, and
not only this, but it condemns Eld. Long in giving
the reason. In the vision the resurrection precedes
the lines omitted, upon which he makes that com-
ment. In the third paragraph preceding the lines
under consideration are found these words:—

“ Then Jesus’ silver trumpet sounded, as he descended on the ;
cloud, wrapped in flames of fire. He gazed on the graves of the
sleeping saints, then raised his eyes and hands to heaven, and
cried, Awake! Awake! Awake! ye that slecp in the dust, and
arise] Then there was a mighty earthquake. The graves
opened, and the dead came up, clothed with immortality. The
144,000 shouted, Alleluia! as they recognized their friends who
had been torn from them by death, and in the same moment we
were changed, and caught up together with them to meet the
Lord in the air.” |

Then follows their entrance into the city, and
the omitted lines are a part of the description of
things seen in the city. Any candid person who
will read them in their connection must agree with
us that there is no reason apparent for their omis-
sion; certainly no ill intention appears in their
omission, for they teach nothing inconsistent with
the rest of the vision, nor with the Secriptures.
There is nothing in them to which an opponent can
object, unless they are misrepresented, as Eld. Long
misrepresents them.

To make this yet more apparent, we will specify
in their order some of the things which the vision
contains :—

a. The 144,000 were gathered out of the world,
and sealed, and clothed with the glory of God.

b. They saw the sign of the Son of man, the
cloud of glory on which the coming Saviour was
seated.

e. The voice of Jesus raised- the dead, as noticed
in the quotation given above.

d. They all entered the cloud and ascended to
the New Jerusalem.

e. The 144,000 stood apapt from the others on
the sea of glass.

f- She saw the ancient worthies,— Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, ete.

resempling Jesus’ crowns; on it weré two bright angels, whose
wings were spread over the ark as they sat on each cnd, with
their faces turned toward each other and looking downward.
In the ark, beneath where the angels’ wings were spread, was a
golden pot of manna, of a yellowish cast; and I saw a rod, which
Jesus swid was Aaron’s; I saw it bud, blossom, and bear fruit.
And I saw two long golden rods, on which hung silver wires,
and on the wires most glorious grapes; one cluster was more
than a man here could carry. And I saw Jesus step up and
take of the mapnpa, almonds, grapes, and pomegranates, and
bear them down to the city, and place them on the supper table.
I stepped up to see how much was taken away, and there was
just as much left; and we shouted Alleluia, Amen. We all
descended from this place down to the city.”

Now notice Eld. Long’s conclusion, or the reason
he assigns for this omission. He says :—

“ We are again left to conjecture why these lines are omitted.
It appears evident to my mind that at this early period she be-
leved in the immortality of the human soul, and that the saints
went to heaven at death, for she says that she saw Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Daniel, and many like them, in the heavenly
Jerusalem above. As these had no resurrection, they must
have ascended there at death. As she does not now believe in
that doctrine, this portion of her vision had to be suppressed.
That weak and childish expression of glorious grapes growing
on silver wires, and these wires attached to golden rods, was
doubtless sufficient to have it struek out also.”

This comment has not even the feeble claim of
plausibility ; more, it has not the merit of common
honesty. If we cannot show -that it is an inexcus-
able deception, we are willing to stand impeached.

1. The vision said nothing about grapes growing
on silver wires. It describes what she saw within
the vail of the sanctuary. She said she saw long
golden rods on which hung, not grew, silver wires,
and on the wires, glorious grapes. We here say
that we have seen clusters of grapes hung on wires
and hempen cords, and these again hung on rods
of oak, in California. But Eld. Long must not tell
that we have said that grapes grow on wires, and
cords, and oak sticks in California, though he
might with as much justice as he made the above
declaration. ‘

2. He says the scene of this vigion is laid before
the resurrection. This he says in order to make it
appear that she believed in the immortality of the
soul when the vision was given, and a change of
faith made it necessary to ‘“suppress”’ the vision.
We have the testimony of those who were intimately
acquainted with her at that time that she did not
believe in the immortality of the soul. But such

evidence is not necessary. The vision itself most

them on the stipper tabler

. They left the city and descended to the earth,
and the mountain became a great plain under the
feet of Jesus. :

t. The city came down from heaven upon the
earth. ‘ ‘

Now what shall we think of Eld. Long’s state-
ment that ¢ these had no resurrection” at the time
she saw them in the vision? He affirms that she
thought they were there in December, 1844, when
the vision was given! To make that appear consistent,.
he must affirm that she thought that in December,
1844, the 144,000 were gathered out and sealed; that
Jesus had come on the white cloud; that his voice had
raised the dead ; that the living saints were changed;
that they were together caught up in the clouds to.
meet the Lord ; that they had ascended to the city;
that they had seen the marriage supper prepared;
that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, ete., with the resur
rected saints, were then in the city; and finally,
that the New Jerusalem had descended from heaven
to the earth! Did Eld. Long think that she
believed all this had taken place when she had the:
vision ?—No; he knew when he wrote that she did’
‘not believe that any of it had taken place when she
had the vision. Why, then, did he declare that
she saw Abraham and other ancient saints in heaven
before the resurrection, when the vision says it was
after the resurrection? I can imagine only ong
angwer that can be given to this question, namely,
because it suited his purpose.

Eld. Long is very sarcastic on Eld. Butler
because of his incautious expression; but to make
the worst that is possible of Eld. Butler’s expres-
sion, it still must pass for an honest mistake. No
one can with reason say that Eld. Butler did not
believe all that he intended to say in his article:
But can the same be said for Eld. Long? The
vision itself did not leave the resurrection in any
doubt as to the fact or the chronology. It gaveit
ample prominence, and placed it before she saw the
saints in the city. Had Eld. Long read the con-
nection, so that he could understand it? In hig
tract, pp. 5, 6, he says:— :

«T read down through seventy-two Hnes more, and find tha}j
the new book is a correct reprint of it so far. But here at the.

end of the seventy-second line there i another chasm, omission,;
or suppression of twenty-two lines.” )

g.. Jesus took of the fruits of the place and put
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Thus it appears that he had carefully read the
paragraph relating to the scene of the resurrection,
and yet deliberately denied that there had been a
resurrection when she saw the saints in heaven.
The idea that she believed the ancient saints were in
heaven in 1844 cannot possibly be gathered from
the vision, but exactly the opposite. That idea
could only originate in the mind of a person who
was determined to oppose the visions, even though
he had to manufacture reasons for his opposition,
no matter how contrary to the words of the vision
he made them appear, nor how plainly his state-
ments concerning them were disproved by them.
1 must further notice as briefly as possible the
expression, “The time for their salvation is past.”
And (1) T have sufficiently proved that the idea of
“the shut door ” believed in by Sister White, in
connection with ““an open door,” is not that claimed
by her opposers ; that she did not believe that the
““door of mercy ” was closed in 1844 against those
who Were not in the advent movement. Her teach-
ings and her labors in 1849, when this vision was
given, are a standing disproof of their assertion.
(2) Asin the case of the passage which I have quite
fully examined, the chronology of which Eld. Long
so Inexcusably misrepresented, so in this, our
opposers are greatly at fault in its application.
That language was used in March, 1849, in a vision
of the natwre and future work of spiritualism. That
work was then in its infancy, not at all popular,
and few could have imagined that it would spread
over all the world, and become the most popular
theory of the age. 1In that vision.she said :—

¢ T gaw that the mysterious knocking in New York and other
places, was the power of Satan, and that such things would be
more and more common, clothed in a religious garb, 50 as.to Iull
the deceived to more security.” ¢I saw that Satan was work-
ing through agents in a number of ways. He was at work
through ministers who have rejected the truth, and are given
over to strong delusions to believe a He, that they might be
damned. When they were’ preaching or praying, some wonld
fall prostrate or helpless, not by the power of the Holy Ghost,
but by the power of Satan breathed upon these agents, and
through them to the people. While preaching, praying, or con-

versing, some professed Adventists who had rejected present
truth used mesmerism to gain adherents, and tie people would

r¢Joice 1y Tlus {nuuence, LOr tuey tnwugne 16 was whe IBoly
" “Ghost.” ¢ Some of these agents of Satan were affecting the
bodies of some of the saints,—those whom they could not deceive
and draw away by a Satanic influence. Oh, that all could get a
view of it as God revealed it to me, that they might know more
of the wiles of Satan, and be on their guard!” ‘I saw that the
mysterious signs, and wonders, and false reformations, would
increase and spread. The reformations that were shown me
were not reformations from error to truth. My accompanying
angel badé me look for the travail of soul for sinners as used to
be. I looked, but could not sce it; for the time for their salva-
tion is past.”

In connection with this, read what was given in
the following year, 1850 :—

Y gaw that soon it would be considered blasphemy to speak
against the rapping, and that it would spread more and more;
that Satan’s power would increase, and some of his devoted fol-
lowers would have power to work miracles, and even to bring
down fire from heaven in the sight of men.”

Now every one knows that very little of this ¢s
yet fulfilled. It has but just commenced to take
its place as a religion. It is not considered blas-
phemy to speak against its power and miracles.
But the way is well prepared for this to be fulfilled
speedily. It is even now taking .the garb of
religion in order to deceive, but religious reforma-
tions under spiritualism have never yet been seen.
They will be seen in connection with the closing
scenes of this dispensation. Mark the connection
in the vision,—‘“mysterious signs, and wonders,
and false reformations,” “not reformations from
error to truth.” It is to these reformations, carried
on under the influence of the power of Satan as
manifested in the signs and wonders of spiritualism,
that the vision has reference, and not to reforma-
tions which took place years ago. I believe that
the remarks of Eld. Srith in “ Objections Consid-
ered” are just and true as far as they go, but they
do not reach the:full intent of this important vision,
which I verily believe to be from Heaven, given for
the “edification and comfort” of the little flock,
and which we shall soon see literally and completely
fulfilled. .~

Some years .ago a mwriter in Marion, Iowa,
objected to our faith on the two-horned beast, on
the ground that, if we were right, spiritualism
would have much to do in making the image,
whereas this would be a religious movement, and
spiritualism was altogether irreligious, and opposed
to religion. But we believed it would change its

position in that respect, and it is now fulfilling the
prediction. A change has for some time been going
on, and the following shows how far it has pro-
gressed.

The city authorities of San Francisco determined
to make the mediums and clairvoyants in the city
pay license fees, and they have resisted. In a
recent trial of a clairvoyant the case turned on
another point, so that the real question did not
come to an issue; but the Chronicle’s report
82Yy8 1— o

“Had not the case gone off on another point, the defense
would have offered testimony showing that the spiritualistic
fraternity and sisterhood are organized in a religious incorpora-
tion, Which provides for the ordaining of mediwms, who, it would
have been claimed, hold in the spiritualistic faith and religion
the same position ag do priests and clergymen in other religious
denominations. It had been intended to show also that the ac-
cused was such an ordained medium, and that clairvoyancy was
the greatest gift bestowed on mediums.
argued on this showing that until clergymen and priests were
compelled to. pay licenses, none could or should be collected from
spiritualistic priestesses.”

This will yet come to a decision in the courts,
and it is easy to see that it must soon turn in favor
of spiritualism as a legally incorporated religion,
with its regularly ordained mediums. With its
millions of believers it must be popular as a relig-
ion; and there are a host of ministers, among them
some of the most eminent in the land, who now oc-
cupy a position which would not only permit, but
directly lead them to act as priests of the spiritual-
ist church! Who, except one under the direction of
the Spirit of God, would have predicted all this of
spiritualism when it commenced in Western New
York?
> In the light of all this, the remarks of Eld. Long
on page 5 of his little tract appear ridiculous.
Concerning the opinion that the time for the salva-
tion of sinners closed in 1844, he says:—

¢ Mrs. White believed this doctrine, and taught it in her vis-
ions ; but since that time she has renounced that doctrine, and
consequently those portions of her visions that taught it are now
suppressed and denied.” .

But we have proved that she did not believe it
nor toach it in hor visions;. and the paragraph on
which they principally depend for proof against her
on' this point, stands, as it always has stood, in
« Experience and Views,” and was recently repub-
lished in Battle Creek, Mich., and Oakland, Cal.
What are Eld. Long’s statements worth, in the
light of these facts?

We fully believe that “the present truth,” the
‘true advent message, is now, and has been for
years, testing the world. While we do not believe
that they who keep Sunday now receive “the
mark of the beast” in fulfillment of Rev. 13, we
do believe that the great majority of those who
have heard this truth and seen the light, by will-
fully rejecting it have taken a position to effectually,
shut themselves out of the kingdom; that they are
in the sight of God where they are placed in the
parable of the invitation to the supper made for
the marriage of the king’s son—they are rejected.
Because they refused the message, it was said of
them, ¢ Not one of them shall taste of my supper.”
But others are still being called. So it was in the
parable; so it is now. The view she had of ‘“the
travels of the Advent people to the holy city,” in
the narrow path above the world, is fulfilled only
in small part. Many below that path have refused
the message which the Lord in mercy sent to them,
and are rejected. Before the message closes, most
of the world will, occupy that position; and all the

.world, except those on the narro path, will be re-

jected before Christ comes, for every case will be
decided before the advent. The vision embraces
the whole journey, even to the coming of the Sav-

.iour. .-

The fault of our opposers on all these visions
is in claiming a complete fulfillment of them years
ago, while no reasonable construction will admit of
their being applied to the past, except in a small
part. In the longest omission we have clearly
shown that Eld. Long did, in a most inexcusable
manner, misrepresent the vision by laying the scene
of itg fulfillment before the resurrection, when the

vision says it was after the resurrection. Kid. |

Long could be more successful in charging that
John believed in the immortality of the soul, be-
cause he saw the saints in glory in A. D. 96!

In regard to ““the number of the beast,” the ob-

It was to have been [-

jection is sufficiently answered in the book by Bro.
Smith. I will not take upon myself to affirm that
it is fully understood. As Bro. Smith intimates,
there would be no incongruity in giving a number
to both the beast and his image; on the contrary,
there would seem to be a fitness in it. And he
prudently says: ¢“Doubtless more light will be
given on this point as we approach the time of its
fulfillment.” I say “prudently,” for the Lord has
specially pointed to this subject as one requiring
much wisdom. Dr. Clarke treated it as a point to
be most easily and certainly established; more so
than any other in the book. But the Lord said:
« Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understand-
Ing count the number of the beast.” It may be
that it is now understood, and that the numerical
value of the letters of the pope’s title give the cor-
rect solution. = Dr. Clarke finds the same number
in"the "alphabetical value of the letters in “the
Latin kingdom,” in Greek. This he considered
*“a demonstration.” It may be a mere coincidence.
We feel the utmost confidence in the correctness
of thf; vision, and we believe that time will ‘vindi-
cate 1t.

And we believe that all her exhortations and
statements in regard to the shortness of time are
worthy of all acceptation. Peter exhorts the serv-
ants of the Lord to ‘hasten the coming of the day
of God.”” To the careless reader his language may
appear strange; it evidently appeared obscure to
the English translators, and therefore they made it
actually obscure by a needless and erroneous addi-
tion. God has a specified work for this message to
do. If the Advent people, numbering between
50,000 and 100,000 in 1844, had been true to their
trust, and to the profession of their faith, and re-
ceived the third angel’s message just as it stands
in the prophecy, immediately following the judg-
ment-hour message which they had given, the
world would have been warned in a very short.
time, and the “ nations, and people, and tongues” .
of the earth would have been moved as with a
mighty whirlwind. The work of the message -
wouldr have been doné in a short vime. " Feme -
should have closed years ‘ago, and would, if the
body of Adventists in 1844 had stood true to their
trust. A full understanding and appreciation of
this text in 2 Peter 8 must cause every heart to
feel sad over the backslidings of God’s people, to .
whom he committed the light. We are not sur-
prised that God has spoken to them in visions, and
warned them faithfully. And when people set
themselves against the Heaven-given message of
Rev. 14:9-12, and the Testimonies of the Holy
Spirit, we are not surprised that they find, greatly
to their own satisfaction, a few apparent contradic- .
tions in the Testimonies. Infidels are using the
Bible just so, and with equal success. And I be-
lieve the result will be the same to the two classes.

“Early Writings’® and. ¢ Suppression.”
BY ELD. G. I. BUTLER.

Lasr fall a volume entitled the * Early Writings
of Mrs. E. G. White” was issued from the press,
and a large number of copies have been sold. It
was a book much desired by our people; for it
contained nearly all of her earliest published writ-
ings, many of which had been out of print for more
than twenty years. In noticing this book in the
Review of Dec. 26, 1882, the writer, among other
statements, made the following concerning ¢ Ex-
perience and Views,” and  Supplement to Expe-
rience and Views,” which formed an important
part of this volume :—

« These were the very first of the published writings of Sister
White. Since they went out of print, many thousands have be-
come interested in her writings. Many of these have greatly
desired to have in their possession all she has written for publi-
cation. Efforts in all directions have been made to hunt up the
little volume in question, and worn copies here and there have
been obtained, and held with great care. 8o strong was the in-
terest to have these early writings reproduced, that several years
ago the General Conference recommended by vote that they

be republished. The volume under consideration is the result
of this interest. It meets a want long felt.”

I give this somewhat lengthy extract because a
few of our people have become somewhat confused
over a slight inaccuracy in it, as a little com-
pany at Marion, Ia., who have been for seyenteen
years past our bitterest ememies, have issued a
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Jittle tract written by A. C. Long, and have scat-
tered it widely throughout the country among our
people, in which, by a process of reasoning peculiar
to that class, they have tried to make it appear
that somebody has been very.wicked, and. that
Sister White’s visions have been * suppressed.”

* There is but one inaccuracy in that article, and
that is found in this clauge: *These were the very
first of the published writings of Sister White.”
This statement is not strietly true, though we sup-
posed it was at the time we wrote it. We had
never seen, any carlier published writings of hers,
and others of long experience thought the same as
we did. But since writing to. Bro. Andrews, and
talking - with others longer in the truth, we have
found that we.were mistaken. We have never
.claimed to. be infallible, and often find, like other
mortals, that - we make. mistakes, and hope ever to
be- willing to acknowledge them when we know
them to be such.. But we want the reader dis-
tietly to notice that we did not claim that Barly
Writings contained .“all her early visions,” as
r. Long tries to make us say. This we have

never said:  We did suppose, however, at the time,

that “ Bxperience and Views,” and the ¢ Supple-
ment” to the same, contained her earliest ¢ pub-
lished writings,” but were mistaken. There is
quite a difference between this and what Mx. Long
uhdertakes to make me say, that the book in ques-
tion contains “all her early writings.” T stated
in that article that many of our people “desired

“to have in their possession all she had. written,”
_and ‘that this republication of ¢ Experience and
" Views” and “Supplément” was undertaken be-

canse of this desire, but did not say this compre-

herided ‘all' she had written -in the eaxly part of
this work, or that they were all now republished,”
“ag he says. He picks out a sentence here and
there from my article, and groups them together;
~and tries to*make it appear that I said this, and
then tries” to prove that I am a liar in doing so.

He tries to put me in a position I never took, and
,th‘gralnp%_o,cg@,@ww “demolish it. This is a favorite

style of argmnent with this class; but it amounts

to nothing, only to show the character of the men

who use it. o A

- We will now briefly explain the mauner of pub-
lishing some of the earlier visions of Mrs. White,
as we have been able to ascertain the facts from

Bro. Andrews and some others early in the faith.

Her first vigion, given in 1844, was first published

in the Day Star (a_first-day Adventist paper) in

1846, and then in the tract “ Word to the Little

Flock,” by Eld. White, in 1847. ~ Another vision,

given in Topsham, Me., in 1847, was written by her

to Eld. Joseph Bates, who had it published in this

'same tract, as we have stated in the article headed,
"¢ A Venerable Document.” We are told by brethren

who have long been in the truth, that from time to

time ¢ Views” were published in sheets for the
benefit of those who desired to obtain them.

Whether or not these are all obtainable now, we

cannot tell. At the 'time, they were read with
amuch interest by the early believers,, who consid-

ered them a great sourceof comfert.- Inthis tract,
page 21, Bro. Bates makes this remark : It is now

‘about two years since I first saw the author, and heard

her relate the substance ofher visions as she has since

publishéd them in Portland (April 6,1846).” This
“shows there were some of them pablished very
early.  These were read by the belicvers, and no
doubt kept as something valuable by a few of the
most careful. But nearly forty years have passed,
and great changes have occurred, and no one can
say that ¢ all these early writings ™ can be found.
In 1851 the little work, ¢ Experience .and

- Views;”” was published, and in 1858, the Supple-
ment to it. In this first work, her fivst vision, as
published in ¢ Word for the Little ¥lock,” is nearly
all repeated. The same is true of the one given
at Topsham, Me.; in 1847, -'There ave a few pas-
sages, not specially important, left out. The same
is also true, I think, of one or two other visions
published by themselves, and largely republished-
in “Hxperience and Views” or ‘“Supplement.”

There is no elaim whatever in either of these little

works that all her views were contained in them

which had been previously published in < Word to
the Little Flock™ or elsewhere.

In a very few years after these works were pub- |-

lished, they went out of print; that is, the edition
was all sold out. Back before. 1860, when I had
become interested in these questions, I could not
obtain a copy till I accidentally found one in a
chamber among some old books. I have kept it
and prized 1t highly ever since. Many .others
wished to obtain them, but could not find them.
The number of Sabbath-keépers was rapidly in-
creasing; and other and larger works were written

by Sister White; such as the “Great Controversy,”

“Tacts of Faith,” her life and experience, called
“Vol. 2, Spiritual Gifts,” the small volumes of the
“Mestimonies to the Church,” now 31 in number,
and also volumes of the ““Spirit of Propheey.”
These first mentioned contained some of her
earlier visions coundensed, the most important pas-
sages being retained, and others not republished.
We make these brief statements of. facts for the
benefit.of those who have embraced the truth at a
comparatively recent date; our older brethren
know them. to be true as well as the writer.

The first we ever heard of this howl of “sup-
pression” was back in 1866, when Snook and
Brinkerhoff got out a little. pamphlet agalnst the
visions, full of gall and bitterness. This was fol-
lowed in 1870 by another slippery document from
the pen of H. E. Carver. Our people and the vis-
ions have survived both of these attacks, and still
prosper. And now comes Mr. Long’s poor imita-
tion of both of these men; and after examining
the three together, we cinnot see that he has a sin-
gle new idéa which they did not have. , But having
obtained two very zealous recruits in the persons.
of “Prof. McLearn,” and Mr. Green, “the emi-
nent lawyer,” as they call him, we hear a great noise
about “suppression”” onee more. The sound is
very familiar to those of.ng who have lived in Jowa. .
When Mx. Long’s tract appeared last spring, we
did not see anything in'it worth noticing; but on
attending-the Western camp-meetings, we find that
great efforts have been- made to -circulate it in
almost every church, and a few brethren, compara-.

some of these points. ‘We make these statements
for their benefit. R o

And right here we will state a few facts to show
the candor (?) of these Marion Ja., people concern-
ing this “suppression’’ cry. - In Snook and Brink-
erhoff’s work, published in 1866, and in Carver’s,
published in 1870, which were circulated as leading
works by this party, a great deal of effort was made
to show that our people were: deceptive, and that
we were unwilling to have the people know what
the visions taught, and therefore. suppressed ¢ Ex-
perience and- Views,” because of what it said on
the ¢“shut-door” question. In the first of these
works, after quoting from ¢ Experience and Views,”’
on page 6 this language occurs: ““Why is all this
suppressed? and why does it not appear in any
work now for sale at their office?”.. And on the
same page another statement .of similar import is
made. In Carver's book, on page 60, similar
statements are made. Itis well known that this
has been one of their main points with which to
throw doubt on the visions, that we did not repub-
lish “HExperience and Views;” “we had become
ashamed of it;”" “ we dare not publish it,” ete, etc.

But after a while, when the demand of our peo-
ple for it became strong enough, a large edition
,was published, and Mr. Long himself admits that
{it was published entire as printed in 1851 and
11853. Our pdple were strongly urged .to buy
lit, and many thousands of copies have been sold.
This is the way we showed we were ashamed of it.
It has been read with deep interest, and we have
never heard of a single person who lost any faith
in-the visions because of reading it.. .

But now comes out this last tract of Long’s on |

“guppression,” published at first in the Advocate,
the organ of this Marion party. Is there one
word of admission or confession that they were in-
correct in their charges concerning the ‘“suppres-
sion”’ of ¢ Hxperience and Views ¥"'—Not a word.
They are not candid enough to admit it.
yet the republication and civeulation of that work
by us proves beyond all controversy that their
charges of our suppression of it, because we feared
to let the people know what it said about the * shut
door,” were utterly false.

Againwe have just republishéd all the visions of

And’

Sister White contained in the “ Word to the Little
Flock,” as stated in the article entitled “ A Vener-
able Document.”” It can now be obtained at the
 Ruvipw Office, singly or by the quantity. ™ It_ap-
pears just as originally published, with a very few
grammatical coirectionis. All that want this little
tract can now get it. Mr. Long has laboriously
tried to show some  great wickedness on our part,
becanse a-few .passages in it were not placed in
“ Experience and Views,” when published in 1851.
We have, he says, “ suppressed fifty-nine lines "’ of
Mrs. White’s writings. But here are these visions
about which they have raised such a howl for
nearly twenty years past, published entire as in
“Word to the Little Flock,” and all who want to
obtain them are invited to send for them freely,
and see what terrible things -they contain. € And
now, after all of these charges, which events have
shown to be false, will they make any admis-
sion that they were wrong, and that their charges
were unjust? ‘We have no expectation ofit. They
have never in the past been known to be candid
enough to do such a thing. L
Another circumstance will perhaps bring out
this point in a clear light. About ten years ago,
soon after the iniquity of the notorious_Nathan
Fuller had become known to us, and he had been
published through our paper, and had been kicked
out of our denomination, he turned up in Marion,

 Ja., and was received there as a great acquisition,

and made much of as most any. one is who has once
been a Seventh-day -Adventist, if he will talk
against the visions. ‘When Ilearned of this, know-
ing what sort of a person he was, I wrote an ar-
ticle for the Ruview, telling some of the awful
facts concerning him. H. E. Carver, the editor of
the .Adpocate, their church organ, devoted several
columns to my special benefit, in which he de-
nounced me in the most terrible terms, and said I
was ““worse than a murderer” or a.thief, and ac-
cuged me of “bearing false witness,” ete., ete. But
after some, time they found the said Fullerte be a

ber of their more respectable members were very-
much dissatisfied, and the present editor of the Ad-
vocate left their office, and went t6 work in another
office, and they found:they were getting into seri-
ous trouble among themselves over his case;’so
their church appointed a committee to ask of me.
facts with which to try Fuller. Of course I gave
them the desired-facts, and they soorr got ri% of
him. But from that day to this I have never
known of a single sentence in the Advocate mak-
ing any apology for their false and:cruel charges
against me; and years after, when I saw Mr. Car-
ver in Marion, and asked him if he did not believe
my statements concerning Fuller were all true, he
admitted that he did, and that he owed. me an apol-
ogy. I told him then and there that justice re-
quired 8 confession through their paper just as
broad as those charges had been madé; but I have
never known of a sentence of the kind being pub-
lished. How can we expect any Christian candor
from those who pursue such a course ? _
Perhaps there never was a more unjust charge
made than this, that we have ‘“suppressed” the
visions, because there were some portions of them
of which we were ashamed. Mr. Long thinks he
has found ¢ fifty-nine lines ” which we have ¢ sup-
ipressed.” From a rough estimate, we judge there
jare at least 150,000 lines extant of her different
published works. Surely, according to his own
\statement, it 1s but a very small. proportion of her
writings we were ashamed of,—fifty-nine lines out
of 150,000, But now nearly all of these fifty-nine~
lines are published, and accessible, and all who
want them are invited to obtain them. And if there
are any of the works he speaks of, as the one-entitled
“The Sealing,” which we have not published, it is
isolely because we do not possess a copy to print
'from. If he will send it to us, we will publish that
if it is genuine. What becomes, then, at last, of
' this wonderful cry of ‘“suppression,” about which
‘these people have been making so much fuss for
nearly twenty years? It has dwindled down to a
point too small to be seen with the naked eye. It
was always utterly false, and now the faets” have
demonstrated it too clearly to be misunderstood.
We say again, as we said in the article published

last December, ¢ These lying insinuations have an-
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swered their purpose in deceiving some unwary
souls. They now appear in their real character™
by the publication of the very passages they claim
we. “suppressed.”. There 1s nothing in any of
these passages which he quotes that we should have
any desire to conceal, or that is difficu’s to explain.
In ‘many of her published writings which are ob-
tainable at any time, there are passages far more
difficult; yet they are published by the thousand
‘rlcopies. o . )
These men complain, on the one hand, that we
make. the visions too prominent, exalt them too
highly, think too much of them, and test every one
by them (which is false); and then, on the other
hand, claim that we ‘“suppress”’ them, are ashamed
of them, and will not keep thera where they can be
obtained, etc., etc. Surely they are very hard to
please. Their main stock in trade is to find fault,
and to accuse the brethren, showing themselves to
‘be, in , close. sympathy with him who is called the
“‘éAgchisér of tll,ig'afbnethren."’.' o
. We are free to admit that during the history of
ithis cause there have been instances, more or less
inumerous, where omissions have been made in re-
{publishing some of Mrsyp White’s visions, but never

from such motives as have been attributed to us; |

for there were none of these omitted passages which
‘contained a single sentiment we were ashamed of,
oor:that taught a doctrine which was contrary to our
belief as a people, or a sentiment that was immoral.
But in those visions which had been.published it
was thought some passages were personal, or related
to matters which at the time of their publication
were important, but had now become unimportant
because of an entire change of circunstinces, or for
some similar reason. Hence it was not.thought
these were of sufficient importance to demand their
republication, and some omissions were made.
[If any one will take the trouble to examine Vol.
44 of ¢ Spiritual Gifts,” hé will find a synopsis of
‘the ¢ Testimonies to the Church,” arranged n this
F ith: a large number of. personal testimonies
t, and parious passages .omitted,  Thesg

wete published under the eye of Bro. White him-
‘self; but it would be perfectly foolish to charge
‘him with a design to * suppress” any portion of
.the Testimonies, because of these omissions, when
'there were thousands of copies of them in the
thands of our people, and many still for sale at the
iOffice. . Yet:one would:-have just as much right to
make -guch a claim as our opponents have to put
forth the one they have been making so persistently
ifor many years past. There were many reasons
‘which Bro. White could and did assign why it was
‘not necessary that all these pefsorf-%l testimonies
-should be republished. after many of the persons
“involved were dead, or had changed their. course,
and had repented of their sins. These reasons
had weight; yet we all know Bro. White stood up
as staunchly for the Testimonied=as any of us. But
others thought (and the writer was one who felt
very strenuous on this point) that it would be far
better to have them all accessible just as originally
_published; and all the volumes of the ¢Testimo-
nies to the Church” are now béing republished.
What a cry.of suppression we should have had, if
some of these volumes could not be obtained! We
want them all, because.we .believe they contain
precious light from the Lord, and every one of
them contains most profitable ingtruction. We
trust there will never be occasion to say more con-
cerning this foolish and wicked .charge of ¢ sup-
pression.” B .

é“ Yenerable Document.

) BY ELD..G. 1. B'?\TLER.» o

I mAvE before me a tract:of 24 pages, entitled,
“A Word to the Little Flock,” dated Brunswick,
Maine, May 380, 1847, and: published by James
White. Until recently I did not know such a tract
was in existence. Over thirty-six years ago, in the
very rise of this message, when there were probably
.not one hundred Seventh-day "Adventists in the
world; this’ document. was issued. What changes
have oceurred in our history since that time! . And
how-interesting to leok back to that point when
the” pioneers: m this work first began to get an
insight-into the glorious and harmonious system of
truth which is now becoming a power in the world,

'and is going to the remotest parts of the earth!
[Low little could they then realize the extent of the
work that was Defore them! % :
At that point thosc Adventists who had com-
gmenced to observe the seventh day were just
emerging from the despondency arising from the
jpassing of the time ih 1844. They had begun to
‘see the connection between the messiges given
before, and the work to be accomplished by the
third "angel’s ‘message.” Light was shining upon
the sanctuary subject, one point after another was
being developed, and .they were beginning to feel
that they now had a work to do for their fellow-men.
They were rejoicing, as light began to flow-in upon
them. What intense interest they then felt in
these great truths! How earnestly they besought
light of Good! - And their prayers were answered.
The foundations of the structure of truth ‘which
now seem so solid and plain, were wisely laid by
our pioneers, and we have not had-to go back and
change this and that position to suit the times, as
many others have had to do. The.changes we have
‘had to make were simply an advancing march, as
ladditional light and truth broke in, till the whole
isystege of the truths we now hold was brought out.
‘What an intercsting history it would be, if we
_could have a truthful record of all those struggles,.
those peculiar experiences, and those spiritual con-
flicts, and sacrifices, and victories, tirough whiche
those faithful pioneers passed! It would make a
volume of thrilling interest for those of us who
have embraced the truth later. As they are drop-
ping, one by one, from feebleness, and over-labor,
anid exposure, under -their burden of care and toil,
we have often felt how precious it would be if we
could have a full account of their struggles and
experiences. It would be excellent reading for our
children and the rising generation, and for those
now embracing the truth. - 4

> But to return to the tract which has brought
‘these thoughts vividly to*our minds. It seems

£

tto} contain the writings of three "persons,—Eld.

oseph Bates. It will be of interest to notice the
subjects contained in it. After a brief introduction
ifrom the pen of Bro. White, we have an article on
the “Seven Last Plagues,”. largely composed of
quotations of Scripture sustaining the positions we
now hold. The mnext article is eniitled, “The
Voice of God ;> then we have *The Time of
Trouble,” “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble,” and
“Thoughts on Revelation 14,” evidently from the
pen of Bro. White, proving substantially the posi-
tions on these subjects we now hold. There is also
a letter from Sister White to Eli Curtis relative to
the cleansing of the sanctuary, the two resurrections,
the holy city, etc., etc., taking the positions now
held by us; and some further remarks by Bro, White.
Then follow two remarkably interesting visions
of Sister White’s, the first entitled, “ o the Rem-
nant Scattered Abroad,” which Bro. White states
{was published in the Day Star in 1846, and
;another which she had in Topsham, Me., in 1847,

| which she wrote out and sent to Father Bates. And

following this, some remarks of his stating how he
became a believer in the visions, and two articles
from Bro. White on “The Tenple of God” and
“The Judgment.” These comprise all the contents
of the tract. =~ ‘ o )
¢+ These articles are of deep interest, inasmuch as
they show how the pioneers in this movement were
‘pringing out at that time many of the wost impor-
tant gruths of the message. They were bringing
out to the despised and disappsinted advent believ-
ers the light which would enable them-to understand.
their position, and discern the work which lay before
them. = God -was evidently directing their minds.
These pillars of truth stand firm to-day. The spe-
cial light through vision evidently helped to guide
them to correct conclusions. ‘

. As nearly as we can ascertain, these two were
‘the first of Sister White’s published visions. The
‘substance of these visions, with a few omissions,
‘was republished in  Experience and Views” in
1851, with much other matter, and in “ Harly
Writings " in 1882, and has doubtless.been read by
thousands of our people. . They contain matter

but which must have been most encouraging to the

Slames White, Sister- Bllen G..White, and-Father |

which has not by any means lost its interest yet, |,

‘weary, waiting, disappointed, and heavy-hearted.

1

ibelievers of 1846-7. No one who did not pass’
%thro‘ugh that experience of the passing of the time,
can possibly realize the load of sorrow they had to
carry. Old believers often -tell what a comfort to
them these early visions were.- - We love to read:
them yet. There is not a word or a scntence i
%hem to be ashamed of. Though the first of these
iwas given in 1844, when she was but a mere unlet--
{tered, inexperienced girl, deprived of health by an
fxizxccident, and hence even of the priviloges of a
‘common-school education, yet there 1s a beauty and.
‘power in these simple words which brings comfort
ito the heart of the believer after nearly forty years-
{have passed away.

. When these facts are understood, with all their:
attendant circumstances, these early visions become-
a strong evidence that God has ever been the source’
from which they have proceeded. Within the last-
few years there has been a strong desire among our’
people to procure the earlier writings of:Sr. White.
“ Harly Writings ” was published last year. to meet:
this want, and a large number of copies have been
sold. These visions, with the exception of a few
sentences, are contained in that volumg. > A few of
our people have desired to obtain them exactly as
they were originally published: in¢ Word to the
Little Tlock.” Mo gratify this desire, the Publish-
ing Association has printed them entire in a little:
tract, and all who wish them can obtain them.

cage the figures (666) a8 heve given. Theletters
refer to corresponding passages of Scripture, and

{all these parenthetical references were evidently.
iplaced there by thé publishers, and not by Sister-

\White herself. They express the miind of those:-
Jwho published these visions that the scriptures re~ -
sferred to taught the same sentiments as those con-
Yained in the vision. :

The New Recruits,
' BY BID. @ I BUTLER.

‘Wz mean by “the new recruits ” two writers in
the Sabbath Advocate, who have recently, in a
special - supplement gotten out for circulation
‘among our people, delivered themselves of five or
six. columns each of matter which none but. apos-:
tates from our people cowdd writé. There ig an in-
tensity and bitterness in the expressions of such
which it is bard for ordinary mortals to imitate.
We refer to ¢ Prof. A. Mc Learn,” and. the *‘emi- .
nent lawyer,” J. 8. Green. .. We do not propose in
these columns to noticc to any great extent what
they say. It is hardly worth while. We think
all candid persons will find no difficulty in discern-
ing the spirit and animus of their articles. From
a few specimen extracts they will readily discover
whether they have the spirit of Christ or not.
We should say that those who could be influenced
by such articles might agewell go with them at
once. = They could certainly not help us-in our
work of warning the world, and preparing for the
coming of Christ. After such an exhibit of their.
temper and feelings, we feel honored by their de-
nunciations of us, and pity those who have been so
unfortunate as to have their praiscs. We focl it is
much bettor to have some people denounce us than
praise us. , : -

« Prof. Mc Learn”” starts out by heading his ar-
ticle, “ An Unplcasant Duty,” tells us that it is
“3yith great reluctance’’ that he proceeds to dis-
charge it, and says, “I have been well treated by
the % D. Adventist people.” “There are many
excellent people among them whom I love and re-
spect.” After mentioning a young man who had
changed his mind concerning the meaning of a
text, of Scripture because of statements in Mrs.
White's writings; he says :—

« And this is a fair sample of how the pcople are taught to -
stultify their judgment, ignore {acts, and destroy their individ-
nality. They are airaid to investigate the Scriptures, lest some-
thing will be distovered unfavorable to the positions taken' by
Mrs., White.” i )

_ Our pecple will probably know how truthful this
sfatement is without any.comments of mine. Again.
he says:— - L

“No man who I8 known to doubt the Testimonies is allowed

to hold any position of trust, nor is lic fellowshiped by the-lead-
ers; and that means the church, for the people simply do whigl

Itr’»,’ A
will be noticed by those who' obtain this tract that. Q?
there are letters jlaced in paventheses, and in-one. £ 6
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they are told. The church polity makes it a hierarchy of the |

most despotic character.” (Ttalics are his.)

We think this veracious statement will be rather
startling news to most of our people. A few lines
below he says, “Is Jesuitism more unreasonable
and heartless?” - By the way, is it not a little
singular that this statement should be made that
no one cherishing doubts of the visions ““is allowed
to hold any position of trust” among us, when in
the same issue of the Adwvocate the editor claims to
prove that Eld. U. Smith has no faith in the vis-
ions whatever; yet he holds the position of prin-
cipal editor of our leading paper, and is a member
of the Committee on Publications and of the Board
of Trustees of the Publishing-Association? We
hardly know how to harmonize the statements of
these very truthful people. Our readers may be-
lieve which of their statements they choose, or what
is safer, neither of them. ,

But we proceed to give a few more utterances
feoxw: Prof. Mc Learn:— '

* (#Mow we know that these men are not sineere in what they
declare. We mean the men who are now in authority, and are
working for the sake of personal aggrandizement.”

The writer is forced to take this statement as re-
ferring largely to himself, because a few sentences
below he 18 singled out as the one specially in
mind. We suppose our worthy colleagues will
have to share a little of it with us, and possibly
Bro. Smith.must take a little of it also, seeing he
is so unfortunate as to be still in office. .It would
seem from these grave statements of the ¢Pro-

 fessor’s "’ that our people might better be hunting
up a better class of men to place in positions of
authority,—men who are not hypocrites, but “ sin-
cere,”’ and men who are not looking for their own
“agorandizement” alone,—such men, probably, as
Prof.-Me Learn, and the ‘“eminent lawyer,” Mr.
Green.

Again, let the ““ Professor ’ speak :—

“ And indeed a large proportion of the most intelligent of
the 8. D, Adventist people are perplexed and confused by the

. Eiathpriicomsistencies Of Mirs: Wirite-- ko dermorai—
izing effect of this horrible nightmare that is distressing and
destroying the church, and groan on account of it. There is
not a minister in the denomination who feels that he is a free’
man. . If he does not believe the Testimonies, he must either

act the hypoerite or walk the plank, crushed under the iron heel
of ecclesiastical despotism.”’ :

ar

- What surprising discoveries and fearful denoue-
ments the ““ Professor *’ has brought forth! One
would think S. D. Adventists had restored all the
-aneient paraphernalia of persecution,~racks; thumb-
screws, the fagot, and the dungeon,——with which
to destroy the good people who will not believe in
Mrs. White. And yet he says he has been “well
treated ” by this people. Is it not strange he has
got away with his life? How is it that he can un-
derstand so well the feelings of every minister amon
u§, when he never saw one-half of them in his life?
It is strange we should all stay in a church where
we feel we are slaves. We should suppose there
would be a regular stampede to follow the ¢ Pro-
fessor’s” example, and go over.to our S. D. Bap-
tist brethren. But we have not heard of it yet.

Speaking of Sister White’s explanation of a cer-
tain vision which he claims to think is very absurd,
he uses the following language:—

“ 1t is insulting to the intelligence of decent people. It is
trifiing with sacred things. It is blasphemy in the sight of
God. But why will not the people rise in the majesty of their
blood-bought rights, and shake off this destructive incubus?”

How strange that so gentle and kindly a man as
Prof. Mc Learn has usually appeared, could utter
such language as this we are quoting! It can only
be accounted for by the fact that he has become
inoculated with the Marion virus of bitterness.

In speaking of the College, he pretends that Sis-
ter White disapproves of education, because she
fears our people will become intelligent, and reject
her counsels. ¢ The real purpose is to prevent
thoge under her influence from becoming enlight-
ened, that they may the more easily become her
willing dupes.” Just as though our people did ot
everywhere know that the voice and pen of Mrs.
White have done ten times more in behalf of edu-
cation among our people than those of any other
person in our ranks! He says furthermore :—

¢ You have too heavy a load to carry. You cannot cover sueh
crooked tracks as Mrs, White has made for you: You are edu-

visions.

cated to deceive Ly mecns of her Lla,...muus pretensions.
You are not free men, and you know it.” :
. ,

and maketh a bie.”

And so on with nearly six columns of like tenor.
And this is the kind of reward our people get for
the good usage which he says he has received
among us. Well, this is not .o much Prof. Me-
Learn as the “anti-vision” virus which he has been
drinking down in such large draughts among his
new acquaintances. Poor man! he is to be truly
pitied. ‘

"~ We cannot afford as much space for the effusions
of Mr. Green, the ‘eminent lawyer.” He uses
this language of Eld. Waggoner, one of our ablest
and most faithful laorers, one of the pioneers in
this church of which Green still claims to be a
member :— ) :

“He is ah old hand at such deceptive work, is paid for doing
50, has a greater influence in deceiving our people than he is
willing to allow that I have in the Advent faith. He is one of
those old and tried visionists, who, under the lead of Ellen G.
‘White, believed their work for sinncrs ceaged in 1844.”

Eld. W. never embraced the Advent faith till
after 1844; so of course, if this statement is true,
he must have believed he was lost himself. It
would be a peculiar thing for a man to zealously
embrace a doctrine which taught his own damna-
tion. Who can think Mr. Green himself bel%eved
his own statement? o ‘

This is a fair specimen of his accusations. They
are largely a rehash of those just quoted, charging
upon us that we are all in bondagé and deception,
trying to compare Sister White to Jo. Smith, and
asserting that S. D. Adventists and Roman Catho-
lics are much alike in spirit and church polity.

. And still he seems determined to stop with us, and

boasts of his continued membership in such a
church. It seems strange and wonderful how men
who 4 year or two ago were among us, kind and
friendly, and who seemed to be interested in all
that pertains to the prosperity of this cause, could
become so bitter, 5o unreasonable, and so cruel in
their statements. If giving up faith in the visions
of Mrs. White affects men in this way, as it seems
to do in almost cvery case, we may well pray to

r heavenly Father to preserve us from such a|

calamity. — T

This point, when properly considered, becomes
one of the strongest evidences that the visions are
from a good source, and opposition to them from an’
evil source. By their fruits ye shall know them.”
‘We have known of scores of men in our experience
who were kind, candid, humble, and agreeable ; but
something came up which soured them against the
Perhaps they were reproved, or some of
their friends were, or they taught something which
displeased them, or their track was crossed in some
way. Perhaps they had been ministers, and souls
were converted under their labors, and they were
doing good. But all at once the change came.
They became bitter, unreasonable, and would make
the most extravagant and unjust charges against
those whom they had formerly considered their
best friends. They began to hunt up everything
they could rake and scrape to blacken the reputa-
tion of Sister White, and destroy faith in those
pure and elevating Testimonies. Things that once
would have had no weight as objections, now be-
came magnified into mountains of difficulty. ~Their
principal meat and drink seemed to be to denounce
Mrs. White and all who had faith in her work.’
From our hearts we pity such victims. In charity
we can only hope they know not what spirit
they are of. But having seen so many such cases
during the last twenty years, any recent examples
do not surprise us. These last two recruits are
only following the old familiar example. But the
work of God has been able to stand through a-.
“ Messenger ’ movement, the Snook and Brinker-
hoff defection, Charles Lee’s departure, H. C
Blanchard’s denunciations, and many other lesser
apostasies, including these “two new recruits ”’ to
the opposition ranks. And yet its course is on-
ward with a steady growth, and never were there
more hopeful indications of its final success. We
are sorry for those who act so unwisely; the loss
to them is far greater than to the cause.

“ Blessed are they that do His commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city. For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth

The Advocate Extra.

BY ELD. J. H. WAGGONER.

In 1855 the ¢ Messenger party ” greatly exulted
over their anticipated triumph over %he Seventh-
day Adventists. They confidently expected to see
us give way, and yield to their demand that we
should renounce “the Testimonies.” They brought
themselves to really believe that “the visions”
were the great. gtumbling-block to our people, and
hindrance to the success of the message. They
prophesied that many would leave us if we clung to
the visions, while thousands would unite with us if
we renounced them. The latter they could not
know; and we knew that numbers could never
make up for the rejection of any point of present
truth,—for quenching the Spirit and despising
prophesyings. See 1 Thess. 5:19, 20, and con-
text. And being quite well acquainted with the
parties who were grumbling and complaining, we
were not intimidated by the threat that such would
leave us; for we knew that in very few cases would
the departure weaken our cause. From that time to
this it has been asserted that all the men of educa-
tion and talent leave the S. D. Adventists, bein
cramped by the visions. B#t that is not true. %
cannot now call to mind a single individual of lib-
eral education who was ever thoroughly with us,
who .has left us. Very few educated men have
ever come among us, and they are mostly now with
us. The ministers who have left us were not edu-
cated men. And the visions do not restrain any
from the exercise of any privilege to which they
have a just right as Christians. If they ask more
than that,—if they want to receive reverence because
of their ability, without regard to their Christian
standing and their devotion to the cause,—then we
hope we shall always have something among us'that
will act as a check on their selfish ambition: .

Instead of weakening on account of their crusade
against ““the testimony of Jesus,” we firmly avowed -
our conviction that- it was a part of “the present

truth,” a necessary means of bringing us to the
i B B st M- d O &

y o " Pit W€
our };)osition for his truth’s sake. The cause re-
vived and prospered. Our enemies were scat-’
tered,—literally broken to fragments. Thus they
proved that the visions were not the cause of dis-
union as far ag they were concerned. They pro-
fessed to believe the message, and they had a paper;
and they rejected the visions; but the thousands
did not join them! But the real believers in the
message were more firmly united than before. -

We are passing through a similar experience at
present. A party who *know not what they do,”
are trying to drive us from our position, telling us
how many we have lost, and how much we will lose,
if we cling to the Testimonies. But we are notig-
norant in these matters. When they publish to
the world that Elds. Hull, Cornell, and others
left us because of “the visions, they only subject
themselves to scorn. If they know no better, they
are ignorant indeed. We know better. And this
proves that this Advocate party is animated by a
blind, unreasoning, prejudice, determined to carry
their points regardless of the truth in the case. In
almost every case where individuals have left us
professedly on account of the visions, we know
that that was the pretense; the real cause lay fur-
ther back. Quite often it has been on account of
the visions exposing and reproving the primary
cause, and they, “willing to justify themselves,”
say they leave because of the visions. And this
far they speak the truth: if there were 10 means
of exposing selfishness; if they could gratify their
ambition, and have their own .way unrestrained,
they might not leave us. Thus far are the visions
the cause of their departure. But we do not de-
plore it; rather we rejoice in it. Our sfrength
and prosperity depend upon these things.

Tlllje « Advocate Bwtra ™ causes me thus to ““call
to rememberance the former days.” When the
¢ Sunday question’” was thrown into politics, and
made the great—the only—issue in our State elec-
tion last year, we felt assured that this was the be-
ginning of a more aggressive movement toward the
union of church and state. Their defeat made
them no less determined, but turned their attention
more to the national issue, where, and not in state
action, only can they succeed. We have watched

‘| the skies since that time, and see mauy evidences
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of the coming storm. In a most surprising manner
a spirit of inquiry is awakened among the people
at large, and our publications are called for as
never before. The subscription list of our “pio-
neer paper " has nearly doubled during the present
year. The Spirit of God is moving the people,
preparing for a mighty work in the third angel’s
message.

And this vigorous movement on the part of the
“ Marion party ~ is another sign of the sare thing
We have never known a revival of the work of God
yithout Satan making just such efforts to counter-
act it. And we cannot deplore the event. It will
turn to the benefit of the cause of truth. It will
no doubt result in the overthrow of some, and they
who instigate and abet the movement incur a terri-
ble responsibility on that account. It will cause
others who are lukewarm, lacking. zeal in the spirit
of the message, to take a decided stand on one side
or the_other. . And whichever side they take, the
result will be beneficial to the cause on which they
merely hang in a half-hearted manner.

I have no desire to notice much in this ¢ Extra.”
I leave that to others if they think it necessary. I
have elsewhere noticed the principles and the main
facts involved. To those acquainted with the facts,
most of the statements in this “Extra” appear
ridiculous. Instance the following from J. 8.
Green. Speaking of me, he says:— - :

¢ He is one of those old and tried visionists;";vho, under the
lead of the visions of Ellen G. White, believed that their work
for sinners ceased in 1844. While under that delusion, he used
to travel hundreds of miles to see and encourage those of the
same faith. I wonder if he still adheres to this old delusion, to
wit, that his work for sinners ended in 18441%” .

‘Now it is generally known by those acquainted
with me that I 'was not an Adventist until 1851 ;
-that I never heard a sermon on the advent in the
fixst or 1844 message; and it is truth that when I
embraced the advent faith, having never been
acquainted with the Adventists, I %id not know
that anybody ever believed that the work for sin-
‘ners ~ended-in 1844 ; that I never saw a preacher
-of any kind who believed it; in all my travels I
never met with a person who believed it; I never,
to my knowledge, saw more than one person who
believed it, and I did not know it when I saw him,
but heard it reported of him afterward; and that
when I first became acquainted with Bro. and Sr.
White, they were laboring for all classes, as they
ever did afterward, without any intimation that
their work was limited to any class or classes. The
above from J. S. Green is not only false in eve
thought and particular, but’ ridiculously false. lX
little knowledge with his-blind zeal might save him
“from making many false statements W%lich he is 80
free tormake now. This is a specimen of the reli-
abjlity of the contents of the ¢ Extra.” ‘

Again, his notice of my saying that Sister Addie
Harvey was the second wife of Bro. Harvey, is de-
ceptive, a mere cavil, unworthy of a man pretend-
ing to any honesty. He tries to leave the impres-
sion on the reader that I made a false statement;
and any one knowing nothing of the circumstances,
and believing his word, and reading what he says

of me,—thus: “He is an old hand at deception;

and ‘“has a greater interest in deceiving our peo-
ple,” ete.,—would suppose I had intentionally de-
ceived, and would take it for granted that she was
his first wife. Now I will confess that I had no
personal knowledge that Bro. Harvey was ever
married to any, K woman before he was married to
Sister Addie. But I had such confidence in him,
and in the accomplished lady with whom he lived,
and who was known in the community as his wife,
whose hospitality I often shared, that I really be-
lieved they were married, and that she was his law-
ful wife; and I believe it still. Mr. Green may
know that he had been married twice before his
ma.rria%]e to Sister Addie; but I do not know it.
Then s

would not at all change the nature of my statement;
and Mr. Green knew this, therefore he tries to cast
digeredit on my word without giving any explana-
tion to inform the mind of the reader, if he had sueh
information. Perhaps I ought not to be surprised
at his course; for I learn this “ Extra” that
he is “an eminent lawyer” (Iy was also-ignorant of
that fact), and this may be characteristic of that
wing of the legal fraternity to which he belongs.

e would have been his third wife. But that |-

It looks to me, however, very much like the act
of a quibbling pettifogger.

He refers to our holding the General Conference
at Rome, N. Y., as though it were a great offense.
But he has hardly been with us long enough, or
occupied that position among us, to claim a right to
dictate to us in such matters. Other church organ-
izations move their Conferences from place to place
continually, as we do our State Conferences. There
is nothing in our organization to forbid our doing
s0. In this talk he may show his spirit, but he can
never convince anybody that any wrong was done.

And his legal ability was shown in the opinion
which he volunteered that, if we carried out our
intentions to examine at Rome into the condition
of our institutions, and to there ascertain the will
of the stockholders concerning them, such expressed
will to be carried out at the legal meeting in Battle
Creek, we would endanger their charters! In Cal-
ifornia the laws are more restrictive in reference to
corporation meetings than they are in Michigan.
When we incorporated .our College, we selected a
lawyer in San Francisco as our counselor, and he
ig also a stockholder, but not an Adventist. I do
not know that he is a professor of religion at all;
nor do I know that he has ever been published ag
“ an eminent lawyer,” but he is reliable and hon-
orable, and that is far better. In order to get the
minds of our stockholders without subjecting them
to much travel, I suggested that we hold our annual
College meeting sometime after our camp-medting,
where the stockholders would most likely be; that
there we could ascertain their will in regard to the
affairs of the College, take the proxies of those who
could not or did not wish to go to Healdsburg, and
then at the legal meeting carry out the WiS%lGS of
the majority as previously expressed at the camp-
meeting. Our counsel approved the plan as judi-
cious, In every way meeting the requirements of
the law, and one which could not fail to be satisfac-
tory to the stockholders. But this action in the
East, Mr. Green stigmatized as dangerous to the
existence of our institutions at Battle Creek. With
due deterence to his great legal acquirements, I am
free to say we knew better.  He has not yet got
over his sorcness on account of this movement. He
says at Rome ““ the people knew the least about the

management of our institutions which were located

at Battle Creek.” That may be a good reason for
moving our meetings ; let the people at large be-
come acquainted with them. Further than this,
he may learn that the business of our Conference
is done by delegates, and the affairs of the institu-
tions are controlled by the majority of the stock as
represented, not by the people of Rome or Battle
Creek.

Mr. Green ig not the first one who has come
among us whose strength and interest are manifested
in finding fault with everything which he cannot
manipulate. But if he has done that for the cause
which would entitle him to a leading position, I
have never heard of it. He says that he has an in-
terest in these matters, as he i3 a member of the
church. This may be. But if it shall fall to my
lot to go East again, I shall try to remedy that
unfortunate circumstance by bringing charges
against him, not for disbelief of the visions, which
he would fain have people believe is the universal
ground of action, but for publishing falsehoods
with malicious intention, namely, to injure the rep-
utation of members of the church and laborers in
the cause. If put to the proof on his statements,
his unfitness for church-membership will be manifest
to all. - This is my only answer at present to some
other matters of which he has spoken.

Having now given this matter all the attention
to which it is fairly entitled, I leave it, and I trust,
finally, except as above indicated.

A Brief History of the'_“Marion »
Movement.
BY ELD. -G. I. BUTLER:

WE feel it is a duty which we owe to those of
our people who are young in the faith to give them
a brief history of the origin and work: of those’ who
are 5o persistent in their attacks upon our people
and the visions. . Having long lived in Iowa, we
have had an intimate acquaintance with this whole
movement from its rise. It is not a pleasant sub-

Ject, and were it not that they are making the most
strenuous efforts to flood our churches with their
tracts and extras, we Would hot say a word con-
cerning them. It is purely a work of self-defense.
They have complained that no attention was paid
to their- utterances. It is a subject we wish to
avoid as far as possible, and would rather attend
to our legitimate work of warning the world of the
coming of Christ. But at times, when the inex-
perienced are endangered by our silence, we feel it
a duty to speak out. Every statement we make
we are able to verify by abundance of proof.

1 ;"[n May, 1865, Elds. B. F. Snook and. 'W. H. -
{Brinkerhoff, the president and secretary of the
{Towa Conference, and the only ministers in it, at-
itended the General Conference of our people, held
gfjn Battle Creek, Mich. They came there in all
apparent friendship, and associated with their min- -
istering brethren, and took part in the Conference
‘proceedings, in apparent good faith; but according
to their confessions afterward, they ¢ were on the
lookout to see if they could not find something to
reproach”’ us with. They parted with the Chris-
tian salutation, and with professions of love; but
before they had got far away, they began to show
forth their spirit of hostility and treachery.

They returned to Iowa, and were actively en-
ga,ge;d in going from church to church, telling
alsehoods about Bro. and Sr. White and the Bat-
tle Creek church. This they confessed themselves.
Taking advantage of their influence in this way, -
they destroyed the confidence of many good breth-
ren in Towa in the cause they had loved. In July,
Bro. White appointed a general meeting at Pilot
Grove, Ia., and ‘many invitations were sent out,
and a large attendance secured. "I was present.
One day was spent in considering the stories they
had been telling, and Bro. White and others re-
plying to them. The result was such that many
who had come there with strong confidence in
them lost it, and their followers dwindled away,
and at last the men themselves confessed. fhejr
wicked course. , :

- Bro. and Sr. White went to Marion, and-spent
some time with them, and apparent union was.re-
stored. Elds. Snook and Brinkerhoff both wrote
out confessions which were published in the Re-
VIEW, copies of which can be seen in the book
written by Eld. Smith in answer to the objections
to the visions. In these confessions they admittéd,
that they were in a' ““state of darkness,” had been
“led by the wicked one,”” had acted a dishonorable
and wicked part, had abused the kindness and con-
fidence of the friends of the cause, and begged for
mercy and forgiveness. We should be glad to
have all read these confessions for themselves.

In a very few months they turned back to the
same course again, and returned to the service of
the “one” they previously confessed they had been
following,. They came to Michigan to the rem-
nants of the old ¢ Messenger Ear‘ty,” who had
years before been engaged in the same warfare
against the visions and our people, procured what

%printing material they could, which had been left
after the collapse of the old Hope of Israel, and
started their paper in Marion, Ia. They went
from church to church in that State, and did their
utmost to destroy the confidence of our people in
the work and in the visions. They had great ad-
vantages at the time, as they had been the only
ministers of our people in the State, and the prin-
cipal officers in the Conference; but they were met
here and there, and soon their influence was
broken. Several churches, however, were broken
up, and perhaps one-third of the membership wen
with them for a time. :

After a comparatively brief period, when these
men found they were not going to accomplish all
they had hoped to, their zeal waned, and they both
went off into Universalism. The Iowa Conference,
after passing through this crisis, and having the
doubting, discordant elements removed from it,
soon recovered from its effects, and made a most
rapid growth. In a very few years it more than
doubled its strength, and has become one of our
strongest Conferences. Some of those who had
been deceived by these movements returned to us,
and have been valuable members. In several
places where churches had gone down under these

influences, better churches have been built up.



8

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

[Vor. 60, No. 33.

- Those who were left after Snook and Brinkerhoff
left them, have been dragging out a lingering ex-
istence ever since. They have most of the time
kept up their paper. We believe it did stop a few
months after their interesting experience with the
notorious Fuller, referred to in another column;
but it is still published. i
It may be said, Why refer to Elds. Snook and
Brinkerhoff, since they have closed their connec-
tion with them? We answer, The inception and
birth of every religious movement goes far to show
its nature. If the beginning bears the mark of a
divine origin, it stamps the movement itself as
of the right chardcter, and wvice versa. The his-
tory of the past verifies this. All Bible believers
leok back to the time when God moved upon Noah,
Moses, John the Baptist, and the apostles, and dis-
cern the divine hand in every one of these cases.

. Their work was’of God. So of Luther, Wesley,
William Miller, ‘and many others. These were
moved out by the Spirit of God,’and good fruits
mark the progress of their work. We eclaim the
_saiie origin and results in this movement that we

" are engaged in.

But this was not so with Mahomet and.Joseph
Smith, neither is it true of spiritualism. While
they make loud professions, we easily see the de-
ceptive character of their origin. Here is an im-
portant principle by which. to test every work:
“The tree is known by its fruits. Either make
the tree good, and its fruit good, or the tree cor-
rupt, and its fruit corrupt. Every tree is known

* by its fruit.” 'The tree is the origin, the fruit the
results. e s

It seems almost cruel to apply these well-estab-
lished principles to the movement of which we are
speaking, and we pity those who are-so blind in it
that they cannot discern these things. Here is a
movement, which, according to the confesgion of
both those who led out in it, started in deception,
was led by the devil, was a violation of confidence
and tust reposed in them by the friends of the
cause, and was marked by treachery and ingrati-

to work in a secular printing office, rather in dis-
gust. He took it as his own private property.
(We believe their Publishing Association had col-
lapsed.) He has labored with an earnestness worthy
of a better cause, and has managed to keep the
paper afloat.
In recent years the Long brothers, of Missouri,

have come to the rescue, and seem to furnish most
of the bone and sinew of the party. They figure

as the principal controversialists, and have most to

say of the ““ terrible fanaticism ” of the S. D. Ad-

ventists, the “awful despotism” of Mrs. White,

and the ¢ Jesuitical hierarchy” at Battle Creek ¢
They are at- present very active, because we had

some troubles with our College at Battle Creek last

year under the administration of ¢ Prof. McLearn,”

which resulted in the closing of it for one year.

But as these now seem happily over, and the pros-

pect. of its starting again under better auspices

seems fair, we hardly know what will furnish them

with their next ammunition. The ¢ two recruits
spoken of elsewhere have also encouraged Eld. A.

C. Long to great earnestness of late3>If it were

not so serious a question, it would be amusing to

see the amount of crocodile tears these men shed

at the terrible condition of S. A. Adventists, and

their great sorrow (?) at being obliged to speak of
our wickedness. One would judge from their words

that they were forced, under a stern sense of duty

which_ was terribly painful to them, to speak of
these things, if he didn’t know that all through

their history for the past eighteen years there has

been no theme to compare with this in interest to

them. This has been their leading stock in trade,

and their main-bond of union. So anxious have

they been to welcome any one from our ranks -that

they have badly burned their fingers by picking up

those in several instances whom we had cast off as

bankrupt in character. L

In closing this chapter of history, we must not

forget to mention the two last recruits, Prof. Mec-

Learn, and J. 8. Green, whom they eall the ¢ emi-

nent lawyer.” (We think he has been as high in

gan, the Advocate. ‘These hold a great variety of
religious views. For years their paper had a
standing notice at the head of a column, some-
thing like this: ¢ The editor holds himself respon-
sible only for editorials and selections.” Hence
the contents of the paper were a sort of religious
hash.  One could get a great variety. You could
be treated to “Sabbath,” ¢“life and death,” the
‘“soon coming of Christ”” and the “age to come,”
‘“non-resurrection of the wicked,” * no devil,” etc.,
ete.; but especially to a large amount concerning

fand the terrible errors of 8. D. Adventists. By
accommodating all these different views, the paper
has been enabled to live, if not to thrive. There
are enough peculiar people in the world who hold
some pet mnotion, and really want some place to
ventilate it in, and the ‘Advocate.is handy for such.
They want freedom, and here they can find it.
But how do these people, with such diversified
views, manage to get along together ?. Why, theére
is one bond of union to.which none of them ever
fail to respond, and- that is opposition to the vis-
ions. All understand this key-note. It is the slo-
gan which never fails to arouse them to battle.

At the present time this movement seems to be
quite lively. They have received two new re-
cruits, and hope for more. It has been quite
a while since they have had any important acces-
"sions.  Of course they will keep these gifts in lively
exercise till they are' worn out. We judge from
present appearances this will not be long.

Well, on the whole, -we are inclined.to take this
matter quite philosophically. We think perhaps
this movement has a place in the economy of Prov-
idence. It furnishes a#.convenient lghting place
for those who murmur and complain; for those.
whose heads are sore; for those who cannot endure’
the straitness of the way, and the pure teachings
of the Spirit of Gods- for those who want a change, -
and “more freedom ;” and, in short, for those
who cannot harmonize with the spirit of our work.

“tude.” ~HYom Sur own personal knowledge, we be-
lieve these confessions told the truth, though much
~more of the same sort might be added to them.
This movement, then, in its inception, stands con-
demned by its own leaders, who were far the ablest
men. who have ever been engaged in it. It started
in deception, and it has never yet extricated itselt
from that atmosphere. It would be a wearisome
and unprofitable task to follow it through all its
various meanderings and experiences. We shall
not undertake it. . We will but briefly notice a few
niore points. .
Suffice it to say, that after S. and B. became
Universalists, and they were deprived of their lead-
ing lights, things dragged somewhat, till finally one
Goodenough (we always thought the firet half of his

name was a misnomer), from Wisconsin, came to’

their rescue. He was one who had greatly desired
to preach among us, but there were certain weak-
nesses in his character which prevented it.. He was
joyously welcomed at Marion, and made us some
little trouble here and there in our new churches,
where the character of this movement was not well
known. He became quite prominent for a while
with them ; but finally some difficulty and strife
came into their counsels, and his weaknesses be-
coming unpleasantly prominent, he retired, and
started another little movement of his own.

Nathan Fuller sojourned .in Marion toward a
year, and for a time was made much of, and did

. considerable preaching for them. His son worked
in their office much longer, and was, according to
the best of our recollection, electéd to some promi-
nent position. We know nothing against his moral
character. But in the troubles among them aris-
ing from Goodenough and his (Fuller’s) father,
etc., there came a split; and their General Confer-
ence went one way, and their Publishing Associa-
tion another, and for several months the paper
ceased to be printed. In giving a history of any
movement, it seems necessary that some account
should be given of the troubles through which it
passes.

Things by this time had come to a low ebb.
Jacob Brinkerhoff, the present editor, the brother
of the one we have mentioned before, and one of
the worthiest among them, was induced to return,
and try to revive the paper. He had.gone away

position; as justice of the peace,-if not higher.)
Like all new converts, we judge from their recent

‘utterances, that they are trying to equal or excel
their predecessors in this movement. Who will|

drop in next, we are not able to say; -but we can
assure - all prospective. candidatés, You will meet
with a most cordial reception. Judging from the
past, we should not anticipate any very close in-
spection of your character, if -you only have one
qualification,—disliké to the visions of Mrs, White,
and can denounce them strongly enough.<.And we
would cordially -advise all who think they would
like to train in that company to enlist at once. .

In conclusion, we would speak briefly of the

‘present condition and influence of this movement.

It is about seventeen years since their paper started
in Towa. We have not visited Marion for a few
years past, but the last time we were there we
found their printing office in a medium-sized room
in a private dwelling, the editor’s house. (It had
at first occupied quite a large brick building.) The
editor, his wife, and one hired girl, attended to the
domestic duties, and did the printing. I should
judge he made a fair living out of the business,
with the help of his garden, advertising, ete. If
hard work and sacrificing for their cause were worth
anything, he-would certainly be entitled to credit;
for he has done more of these than all of the rest
of that company we ever knew. Their work there
may have increased some recently ; we understand
they publish their paper oftener; but wé have
never learned of any special increase. Their
church in Marion, which, according to the best of
our knowledge, numbered some fifty or so when
they first drew off from us, had dwindled down
quite small by removals and otherwise. Thongh
well acquainted in the State of Iowa, we do not
now know of another church of theirs in the State
which keeps up regular Sabbath meetings, or, in
fact, of any other church at all. We believe they
have a very few companies in Missouri; at least
they did some years since. And though we have
traveled much through the country, we know of
scarcely any other churches of this people that pre-
tend to keep up public worship.

But have the{;r not quite a numerdus membership
here and there *—Yes; there are quite a number
scattered in various places who sustain their or-

FKeep cool,-and let every one find his proper place -
But while we feel thus, we want every one to un-

-derstand the facts, so that they may act freely, and

know what they are doing. For this cause we

have written this brief history of the ¢ Marion” .
movement. We could add much more of a similar

tenor. But perhaps this is sufficient. ’

The Harvey Estate..
. BY H. W. KELLOQ}}. i
Ix J. 8. Green's articles in the Adwvocate FEatra, he

regard t0 the Harvey estate, and as I have some knowl-
edge of the facts, a statement of them may be proper.

On the 15th of. January, 1877, James Harvey, and
Adeline P. Harvey, his wife, deeded to Eld. James White
all of the real estate that they owned in Indiana (Bro.
and Sr. White, being in California at the time, knew noth-
ing whatever of the transaction), and assigned to him
three notes on which there was due $4,844.47. He also,
at the same time, made payable by indorsement to Uriah
Smith seven other notes, on which there was due $891.75.
One or two days later, Bro. Smith, at Bro. Harvey’s re-
quest, transferred these notes, to James White. Bro.
Harvey at the same time deeded to his wife his property
in Baftle Creek, and made his will, leaving to his wife
property, which, together with that deeded to her, he
considered worth $3,000. Bro. Harvey put the papers
which he had made out t¢ Eld. White into -the hands of
Eld. 8. H. Lane, to-have them recorded, and delivered at
the Review Office for Bro. White when he should return
from California. This Bro. Lane did about the time of
Bro. Harvey’s death, which occurred early in March.

When Ild. White returned from California some
months later, he found that notes, claims, and suits, had
been brought against Wm. R. Carpenter, the executor of
Bro. Harvey’s estate, amounting in the aggregate t0 over
$5,000. Some of these claims were settled without Iiti-
gation; others were believed t0 be unjust, and expen-
sive law-suits followed, and judgments were rendered
against the estate in thé most important ones, .-

The money t0 meet thege expenses and settle these
claims was furnished by Eld. White from the funds xe-
ceived from Bro. Harvey. The amount realized from the
sale of propeity deeded to Eld. White was some less than
thirty-five hundred dollars ($8,500); this, With the notes,
would make only & small amount over nine thousand
dollars put into Bld. White’s hands (and not nearly
twenty thousand, as J. 8. Green would have us believe), if
all the notes had been collectable, but some of them were
not. Trom this fund, Eld. White put $800 into the 8. D.
A. Bducational Society as from Bro. and Sr. Harvey, and I
believe a like sum into the Oakland church, also $100
into the ten-thousand-dollar fund. About one month
before his death, Eid. White sent to Indiana for Wm. R.
Carpentér, the executor, to come to Battle Creek, and

the awful wickedness of Mrs. White’s deceptions,

Why should we not_recognize this nece_s's’itzf and.- -
p

makes statements that are erroneous and misleading in -



Avc. 14, 1883.]

7HE REVIEW AND HERALD.

9

bring His accounts and papers, for the purpose of deter-
mining just how the Harvey matter stood, as Bro. C. had
collected money on the notes, and settled claims, etc.
He also sent for Eld. J. Fargo, president of thie Michigan
Conference ; for the same purpose, as the real estate in
Indiana was in his hands. Thesé bretbren came, and
Bro. White and the writer spent several hours with them
in looking up this matter. The result of this investiga-
tion showed that of the amount which had then been re-
ceived there was in Eld. White’s hands twenty-seven
hundred dollars belonging to the Harvey trust fund.
From this timde until after Eld. White’s death (Aug. 6,
1881), no change was made in the fund. The execution
of the trust then fell upon Sister White. The REVIEW
Office charged James White’s estate with the twenty-
seven hundred dollars, and credited the same to E. G.
‘White, ¢ Harvey Trust Fund,” and it never was placed to
her personal account; and further, not a dollar of this
fund was ever in her hands, only as on the Office books,
as above stated. Sister White did not, nor did any of
her family, ever have the use or the handling of a dollar
of this fund. ’

In July, 1882, this fund received further credits by
cash from J. Fargo, balance from sale of land after de-
ducting expenses, $1,287.10, and cash per W. R. Carpen-
ter, collection, $5.00, making a-total of $8,992.10 in the
fund for E. G. White to appropriate, to complete the exe-
cution of the trust. This she did by ordering charged to
this fund, and credited—
To the European Mission,
¢« « English 2
¢ &« Danigh “

$2,395.26
798.42
798.42

3,992.10

During the spring and summer of 1882, J. S. Green
wrote one Or more l€tters to Sister White, in:which he
threatened to bring a suit against her to compel her to
pay over to Sister Harvey a_portion of this trust fund,
and went sO far as to put the matter in the hands of a
law firm-in this city. Sister White very properly refused
to treat with Or recognize him in the matter, and sent
his Jetters t0 the General Conference Committee; and
decided to execute the trust according to the expressed
. wishes of Bro. Harvey, leaving the General Gonference
Commnittee, who had charge of the different mission funds
of our people, and who were here on the ground; and-knew
of the circamstances of Sr. H., to do as they thought

- best about letting her have money from the funds which
had received donations from the Harvey trust fund.

In the execution of this trust, Bro. White made no
charge for his time or services, and did not, nor did any
-af. his.family,-receive.a penn;
1t is doubtful #f gver a lrust was excouted in a more con-
séientioUs manner, or with greater fidelity. =~ - 7~

The representdtion made by J. S. G. that at the time
he wrote demanding money for Sr, H., the ‘little prop-

, efty” Bro. H. had left her was ‘“‘nearly exhausted” is
without foundation, as hé well knows. The facts are that
on the property, which was free from incumbrance, Sr.
H. had made quite extensive improvements, costing not

. less than one thousand collars, and she was owing not to

excoed six hundred dollarg at the time. ] .
, Now a word in reference to'J. 8: G.’8 statéments about
the value of Eld. White’s estate.

seven_ thoUSdnd dollars. . Now, a
I deuf iho sipidimont, %

cluded all the property of"'which he diéd possessed, both
real and pérsonal ; and that this appraisal was too high is
proved by the fact that the portion of the propertywhich
hd§ bBéen sold did nothiing tl}’e‘,\g]gpraiseg valug: - He is
careful not' to mention the fact that there were claims

against the estate, amounting to several thousand dollars,”
that when paid would reduce it considerably below |;

twenty thousand. His insinuation that Sister White fled
from this city to California as a guilty criminal, is a silly
and baseless fabrication. We cannot but believe this
attack upon Bro. and Sr. White t0 be malicious in intent,
satanic'in origin, and slanderous and libelous in its pub-
Heation. . .

NOTE BY ELD. BUTLER.

. The above statement by Bro. Kellogg concerning
the estate of Bro. Harvey, I hereby heartily indorse
in reference to many of the statements, which have
come under my own observation, and I fully believe
them all to be true. Mr. Green’s attempt to
blacken the reputation of Bro. and Sr. White by
insinuations that they had misappropriated sacred
funds given for the benefit of the cause of God, and
had used them for their own personal benefit, wi]l
never- be believed by those who know them well,
but will simply be regarded-as an evidence of his
malignity. For more than forty years thej-had
labored ardently for the cause of God and the good
of their fellow-men, and had established a reputation
for integrity and’ conscientiousness which is well
known, not only among our people, but through
this whole community. They enjoyed the confidence
.and respect of the best citizens of Battle Creek.
Most people have too much self-respect to try to
malign the dead. -

. We do not need to go far to ascertain the cause
of Mr. Green’s malice. During and after the Col-
lege troubles, his egotism and officiousness in seek-

ny for such 4ime. or- service,

He says that: that por-
tion of it in Calhoun county was appraised at over twenty-.
lo ,.88 one of the appraisers, |
tément, and assert that this estimate in-.

ing to manage this and that Inatter which our peo-
ple had intrusted to others, was not treated with all
the deference which he desired. But little attention
was paid to him. is letters to Sister White
threatening a law-suit if certain demands of his
were not complied with, his putting the matters in
question into a lawyer’s hands (though such an
““ eminent lawyer ” himself), his utter failure to ac-
complish anything by so doing, and the perfect in-
difference with which the whole matter was treated
by those in charge, have left Mr. Green’s spir-
its somewhat ruffled; and the afflicted, weary,
and worn servant of God, and her dead husband,
must needs have their names smutted through the
Advocate.  Well, this shows the taste and self-
respect of those who do it, but'is not, perhaps, a
matter of very much importance, the animus being
80 obvious,

" Bro. Kellogg’s statement of the appropriation of
the balance of Bro. Harvey’s estate to the funds
specified by Sister White, I know to be correct.
These funds are under the control of the General
Conference Committee. She counseled us to con-
sider Sister Harvey’s condition, and if she was
really in affliction, and needy, to regard her wants.
She had been sick, and- was somewhat in debt,
with an aged mother dependent upon her; and as
we considered she had not received fully the share
of her husband’s estate the law would have given
her, we placed in her hands $1,000, believing this|
would have been in harmony with her husband’s

cumstances of his widow. Sister Harvey expressed
her gratitude for this act, and stated that she was
perfectly satisfied with what we had done, and well
knew she could not have obtained a cent of it but
for our voluntary bestowal of it. We did it because
we thought it was right and just. Mr. Green’s
claim that he “squeezed $1,000 out of the White
estate ” for Sister Harvey, is just as true as if he
had said it was done by the king of the cannibal
islands, and no more so. He had threatened, and

failed to accomplish
knows it.

* The Short-Dress. Objecﬁon. .
’ BY Eig). . 1. BUTLER..

PrruAPS there is no objection urged against the
visions with. more pertinacity than: this -about the
short dress. It 18 well known that for several
years Sister White advocated a style of dress some

ight or nine inches from the floor, with pants

clothing the lower extremities; and that the Testi-
monies taught that this style of dress would be sen-
ible, healthful, and well pleasing to God. But
this dress was never made a test, and there were
some classes, such. as the aged, and those whose
thusbands were opposed to it, and others, whom Sis-
ter White did not advise to wear it.” To others she
did recommend it, but never approved of its being
pressed upon those who were unwilling to wear it,
gs a test, by their brethren and sisters.

It may be proper to give a few of the reasons
which sﬁe assigned why such a dress.should be
worn. It-was thought 1t would be preferable to
have some sensible, established style of dress for
our sisters to wear, rather than to follow the fickle,
changeable, ridiculous fashions which emanate from
the godless city of Paris. The tyranny of fashion
at the present day is marvelous. If any church or
ruler required such changes in dressing, it would
be thought unbearable. Had Mrs. White recom-
mended and tried to enforce anything in the dress
line one-tenth as objectionable as many things
which are put on by Christian ladies in obedience
to the goddess Fashion, she would have been abused,
if possible, far worse than she is at present.

It was claimed for this reform dress that it was
a healthful dress; that it avoided tight lacing;
that its weight was supported from the shoulders;
ithat it protected the lower extremities, was not in
‘the way when going up stairs, avoided the filth of
the streets and the wet grass after dew or rain, and
ywas in many ways preferable to the fashionable
1dr%ses usually worn. Many not. of our people
‘liked the appearance of the dress when tastily
sworn ; others did not. . It was claimed to be in

§harmony with the Bible requirements of plainness

mind had he been alive, in view of the present cir- |y

blustered, and:showed his egotism; but had utterly |
.'»anyth'ing; and he very well iy

and simplicity of dress. It was thought that it
would be a means of helping our young people to
keep away from worldly society, as they would not
care to go where their dress was a subject of re-
mark, and was not popular; and as the people of
1God anciently had the ribband of blue upon their
:garments to distinguish them from the world around
them (Num. 15: 88), so it would be well that God’s
‘people now should differ in their dress from the
‘world, for the same reason.

These reasons have much weight, even to-day;
and if the proposed change had been cheerfully
made, we are sure much good would have resulted;
but the effort to make this change cost us much
labor and trouble. From the first there was much
opposition to it. It is a sad fact that many of our
sisters do not desire to differ from the world in
dress ; on the contrary, they desire to imitate them
as much as posible. While there was on the part
of many of our most humble and devoted sisters
an acceptance of the dress in good faith, on the
part of many others there were complaints, fault-
findings, murmurings, heart-burnings, etc., innu-,
.merable. Some lacked taste in putting it on, and it
-appeared unbecoming. Others made it the main
theme of their discourse, and a main point in their
religious faith, tested their sisters by it, and had
?ittle faith in those who did not wearit. They be-
icame narrow and bigoted and exclusive. They
made the dress, which was desighed as a blessing, a
.galling yoke. ; - -
} The trouble which grew-out.of these things was
great, not because there was anything about the
ggliress»whigh was ridiculous, but because of the un-
Ireasonable course concerning it pursued by many. .
Our ministers were forced to spend much time to
keep the elements quiet, and to talk about the
dress question. Sister White had often to speak

bout it at large meetings, to try to get some to
ftake a reasonable, sensible course, but did not al-
ways succeed. I could give many particulars on
“this point, if necessary. #Suffice it to say, that a

ourge,of m

White ceasdd to

. wear it herself, and

1 [ Taut drigend mr ‘!g\ :::u:ejx.:‘aw‘}ﬁly:; :“xé!‘:\” ¥ l%‘}pf o N "I'l B .
“Many had said they were willing to dresa plainly,
if not required to wear the short %lress_. They did

not like that, and found many things they consid-
ered objectionable about it, ete., ete.” These were
taken at their word ; but many of them soon showed
that their hearts were really longing for worldly
fashions, and their objections to the short dress
were merely excuses. Many of those who opposed
the short dress most violently, just as soon as the
change was made, turned around and found even
more fault with Sister White than before. ' Ever
since that time, there has been quite a large class
‘who have used this dress question as their strongest
objection to the visions. Though they hated the
short dress, and did all they could to oppose it, or
murmured and complained about it, and made it
hard for those who upheld it, yet as soon as it was
dropped, they began to find fault with that, and
said it was inconsistent to leave it off, and a strong
.evidence against the visions being of God. They
said Sister White had pursued a very unreasénable
course, and how could they have any confidence in
her? ete., etc. Itis a very hard thing to please some
people, especially when the murmuring spirit is in
their hearts. ’ -

Of course our enemies have made the most of
‘this, and have done their best to deepen and in-
tensify these feelings. They exclaim in their “‘Ex-
itra:” ¢ Just think of this idea! the Lord giving
‘them a particular style of dress, and because they
‘would not wear it, he modifies his directions to-
?suit their taste ! “ Does the Lotrd ever lowér his
standards to suit people’s tastes or ways ?”” They
%mve here placed this objection in just as strong a
light as they are capable of placing it, and we pro-
pose to take hold of, it, and show from the Bible
that in some thingg the Lord does accommodate
his requirements to people’s ways, even when he
would prefer they should do some other-and better
way. Though he does not always do it, or do it .

concerning some of his requirements, or generall
g eq 2 O & J
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do it, yet in matters of lesser moment, and of ex-
pediency, where he has recommended a better way
he sometimes permits them to follow their own
choice, though it always proves less beneficial to
them than if they had done as he directed. We
propose to prove this too plainly for denial.

We first notice Numbers 11. We learn here
that the Lord designed to provide food for his people
other than flesh-meats. He gave them manna, the
“corn of heaven,” and it was for their best good
to be satisfied with it; but they were not. ¢ They
fell a lusting,”” and “ wept ”’ and said, “Who shall
give us flesh to eat ?”  “ Our soul is dried away;
there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before
our eyes.” Moses was displeased with them.
God was provoked at their course, but told Moses
that they should have flesh to eat, even for a
month, t1ll it became disgusting to them. Moses

could hardly believe this himself; but the Lord ful-

filled his word by causing an immense number of
quails to fly through' the camp about three foet
from the ground, and the people killed great
quantities of them, till those that had the least had
ten homers apiece. ' This seems almost incredible,
when we congsider the amount. But the record
says: “ While the flesh was yet between their teeth,
ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was
kindled against the people,” and vast numbers
perished. 'The Lord wanted them to be satisfied
with the food he. gave them, but they were not,
and he gave them their desire; but it was in
wrath, and they suffered because of it.

Another instance is recorded in Numbers, chap-
ters 18 and 14, God designed that th children
of Israel, after seeing his mighty works in Egypt,
and receiving. instruction at Sinai and sufficient
discipline in the wilderness, should go at once into
the land of Canaan. It seems he had promised
them this, théugh of course the condition of faith-

- fulness and obedience is always to be understood.

When they came to the borders of Canaan, twelve
spies were sent to see the condition and fruitfulness
_of théland, its inhabitants, walled cities, ete. * They
viewed it, and returned, bringing with them "of its
marvelgus fruits. Ten of these men told falsehoods
about 1t, and weakened the faith of the people by
saying they could not conquer it. Two of them,
Caleb and Joshua, gave a good report, and said,
“Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are
\well able to overcome it.”” But the others said,
iNo‘; “Jet us make a captain, and let us return
into Egypt.” 'They would not go up, as the Lord
1! wanted them to do. God took them at their word;
jand said, ¢ As truly as I live, as ye have spoken
ijh‘;my ears, 80 will I do to you: your carcasses
ghall fall in this wilderness; and all that were
numbered of you, according to your whole number,
from ‘twenty years old and upward, which have
murmured against me, doubtless ye shall not come
into the land concerning which I sware to make
you dwell therein, saye Caleb, the son of Jephun-
neh, and Joshua the Son of Nun.” ¢ After the
number of the days in which ye searched the land,
even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear
your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know
my breach of Eromz'se.” Chap. 14:28-34. It
seems that the Lord does change his course toward
individuals when they manifest disobedience and
murmurings toward him, and lets them have their
own way, even when he had made the most solemn
promises to them. Conditions must always be’
understood in connection with God’s promises.
™ Another instance we notice in 1 Sam. 8, where
the children of Israel wanted a king. God and his
prophet were both displeased with this desire on
the part of the people. The Lord said concerning
their proposal, “They have rejected me, that I should
not reign over them.” He told Samuel to  protest
solemnly unto them,” and show them the evils
which would result from such a course, showing
them that it would be far worse for them than it
had been under his arrangement; but they still
persisted in their purpose to have a king, and
God let them have their desire. He directed his
servant to select and anoint a king for them, and
Saul was chosen by the prophet of the Lord; yet
the very evils which God had foretold, did follow,
and their kings were a cause of many of their
calamities at last, and it was far worse for them
than if they had cheerfully accepted the Lord’s
plan.

Another instance where this principle is apparent
is in the case of divorces. Matt, 19. The Lord
through Moses had given a law in Deut, 24:1,
permitting the people to put away their wives for
various causes. When the matter was referred to
{Christ, he said, ¢ Moses, because of the hardness of
iyour hearts, suffered you to put away your wives;
jput from the beginning it was not so.” Then he
glays down the original principle, that there was
oonly one proper, rightful cause for divorces, which
was adultery; and that those who procured them
from other causes were guilty of sin. This was
God’s original plan; yet he permitted another
course, because of the * hardness of the people’s
hearts.” But there is no question but the original
plan would have been better, had they been willing
to follow it, and that they brought grave evils upon
themselves by not doing so. ~Yet the prophet of
the Lord gave them such permission, no doubt by
divine consent.

This astute Marion editor might better study his
Bible a little more, and be a little more candid, and
he will find that God has “modified his directions,”
and has “lowered his standard,” in some instances,
to *“suit people’s ways.” Here are four instances
in which God has changed his course, because the
people were not willing to take that course which
would have been best for them ; and-no doubt many
others could be mentioned. God, in his infinite
love for man, and desire to save him, accommodates
his ways to him in matters of lesser moment, and
does the best he can for him under all the circum-
stances, rather than to lose his hold on man alto-
gether. His standard of purity and right is ever
the same, but in matters like eating, drinking, and
dressing, having one form of government or another,
or even in the greater matter of divorces, he has
permitted that to be done which was not really for
their best good, rather than force the people to
do that which they were wholly unwilling to do.
This we have proved beyond successful contradic-
tion. ’ /

And here is a principle which js precisely analo-
gous to~that on-which-the clarge-in the-dress-ques|
tion is based. -There is no question in my mind
but that if our people had cheerfully accepted the
rveform dress In the spirit in which it was given,
had worn it without murmurings and fault-finding,
and had ‘taken a reasonable, sensible course con-
cerning it, we should be far better off to-day for so
doing. Many of our young people who have gone
over to the world would have been saved from such
temptation. We should not see among us such
violations of the Bible teaching on the subject of
dress as we now do. It would have been better
for us in many ways. Yet taking the situation as
it was, with all the bitter complainings and mur-
murings about the dress which were going, ahd
with a set of extremists and narrow-minded ones
who were making it their test of religious character,
and forcing it upon the unwilling, we think it was
far better to treat it as we did. It took more effort
to keep our people in a right state of mind concern

tained from it. ’

The dress question should never be exalted to,an
‘equality with the great moral questions of the Bible,
such ‘as keeping the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus. Meekness, humility, charity, good-
‘ness, patience, and other Christian graces, are ever,
‘more important than the cut of the clothes we wear,
ot the eating of certain kinds of food. We should
‘give those subjects just the place God gives them in
-his word; and if we will notice closely, we shall
.soon discern! that that place is not near so prominent
as that which he gives to the great moral principles
of his law, and the teachings of Christ. We claim
that Sister White in her teachings has ever taken
this position. '

. And in conclusion we inquire, What is there in
all this question of the short dress which proves
the Lord has never given special light through vis-
Hons to Sister White? We fail to find any such
ievidence. All that we can see in it is simply this:
/At one time Sister White_taught that it would be
v, healthowise wnd_spiritually, for our

'wear a_certain form of dress_because of cortaln
reasons. But after a new class.of circumstances
had déveloped, because. of the utter unwillingness
of many of our people to adopt it, and opposition
‘and complainings on the right hand and on the left,

ing it than we could afford for the benefit to be ob- |

I}

FE ceased to urge it upon any, let all act their own
pleasure in the premises, and set before them for

ithelr acceptarics a dréss more in ‘conformity with
zt‘h’ose commonly worn, but plain and unobjectiona-
JBlE""What is theré 'in all this so bad or so pro-
wvocative of unbelief? For our part, we fail to see
janything of the sort.. Every reason which could
'be brought against her for doing in this matter as
she has, can be brought against God's servants in
other days, andweven God himself, as we have
plainly shown. The Bible contains many instances
where the Lord has thus, in minor matters, per-
witted his Eeople to take their chioice, though his
way would have been better for them, and though
they reaped results from it which were not for their
good. Brethren and sisters, let us be reasonable ;
let us be candid; let us put away our fault-finding
and our unbelief, and treat the work of his Spirit
with respeot.

Eld. E. P. Daniel’s Reply.

Ixn the Advocate Extra, Prof. Mec Learn tells a
little story which he claims to have heard from a
“ prominent minister in the cars,” to the effect
that Mrs. White met Eld. E. P. Daniels, and said,
“ Bro. Daniels, I have a Testimony for you. The
Lord has shown me that you said things, and acted
in a manner, unbecoming a Christian minister,
when you preached in Parma, Mich.;” and that
Bro. Daniels replied, “You must be mistaken; for
I never preached in Parma in my life.” This, of
course, is a very nice.little story for our opposers
to use; and they have a great fondness for such,
and take no end of pains to circulate them. Thig
is just about as true as many others they circulate,
It is but justice to Bro. Daniels that he should
have a chance to reply to it. The following from.
his pen is to the point.: @ I B. _

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

The story is in circulation that at an audience ,grantai\
me by Mrs White, I was informed by her that in a tem-
! D o.in. i f Parma, T
had used language unbecoming a Christian minister, and
deported myself in a manner disgraceful to the pulpit,
and .that God had shown this to her in vision, all of
which I then and there denied. This story I deny pub-
licly, as I have several times already done in private.
Mrs, White néver told me that she had ever seen any-
thing of this kind in vision, either about me or any one’
else. Through a misunderstanding, I happened to be
the person rebuked, in the place of the.one for whom
the rebuke was intended, and who justly merited it.
Were all the facts known, it.-would leave no room for
even the slightest disrespect for the motives that influ-
enced her, as she had, as she supposed, the best of rea-
sons for believing that her informant bad told her the-
truth. And indeed he had, but had made a mistake in
the name of the person; all that she had said wag true
of another, though the incident did not occur at Parma.
More than this, Mrs. White told me plainly that this re-
port came from a gentleman whose acquaintance they
had formed when traveling in the West. . .

Those who fight against Mrs. White and spiritual gifts
would do well to forge their weapons of something mor:
substantial than flying reports. i
E. P. DanNigLs,

. Rankin Post Office,

vJuly 25, 1883. Qenesee Co., Mich.

An Explanation.
BY ELD. U. SMITH.

As my name is quite freely used in the “Extrg”
to which this Supplement has reference, a word
may be expected from me in regard to it. I am
not at all solicitous to say anything on the ground
that I have given any occasion for th.e use which
is made of my name in the above-mentioned sheet;
for I foel well assured that I have not. )

I have always maintained the doctrine of the
perpetuity of spiritual gifts, theoretically. I have
believed, and do still believe, that thg, visions. of
\Qigter White are a practical illustration of that
tdoctrine. But I have not believed, as past vol-
lumes of the REVIEW will testify, that these, or
gga,ny other manifestation of spiritual gifts, stood on
‘a Tevel with the Scriptures, or that they should be
‘made a test of fellowship. I see as yet no occasion
ito change my views in any of these respects.
iWhen I do, {can announce it myself; and till
‘then our opponents need not presume to speculate
‘upon, nor interpret, my position for me. . .

" " On ong point, however, I am golicitous to speak ;
and that is that I have no sympathy with the
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spirit of bitterness and personality manifested in
the publication above referred to. The charge
that Sister White is knowingly dishonest, or a
willful deceiver, no one who is acquainted with her
is ever going to believe. To denounce her
work as the great * deception of the enemy of all
righteousness,” of “devilish” and “satanic” ori-
gin, is preposterous and inexcusable. Our friends
must show, both in their feelings and utterances, a
little more of the S{)lirit of Christ, before they can
expect to have much influence with the better class
of believers,—a little more of that charity which
the apostle sets forth as more desirable than all
spiritual gifts, and without which the best gifts are
but as a sounding brass and a tinklin%(cymba,l.

The foregoing was written before I knew a word
of the matter which was to compose this Supple-
ment. i

: The Visions:
HOW THEY ARE HELD AMONG 8. D. ADVENTISTS.

BY ELD. G. I. BUTLER. .

¢« QuENCH not the Spirit. Despise not prophesy-
ings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good.” 1 Thess. 5:19-21. This seripture is
specially applicable to the last days, as the connec-
tion unmistakably shows. The apostle had been
speaking of the *“Lord descending with a shout,”
the ““dead in Christ” rising first, the living being
caught up together with them to “meet the Lord
in the air.” He tells us that when these things
are about to transpire, an unbelieving world will
be saying, “ Peace and safety,” and will be over-
taken ‘“‘as a thief.” ¢ But ye, brethren, are not
in darkness, that that day should overtake you as «
thief,” - etc. " - hen certain practical instructions
‘are 'given, which are specially important at this
time, and then the words.of this text occur. How
applicable the words, ¢ Quench nét-the Spirit,” to
this-age when the *form of godliness prevails,”
~andithe. “power. theveof” is-lacking; when the
mags of professors of réligion know nothing by ex-
perimental knowledge of the influence of £he.§i}irit'7
*on their hearts; and denominationg of Christians,
‘so-eglled, can be found who teach that there is no
Spirit in the world to affect the hearts of men, save
Jin the “word'alone”? :

“ Prophesyings "’ Mr.- Webster defines to be *“the
exercise of the gift of propheey.” ¢ If there be a
prophet among. you, I the Lord will make myself
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto
him in a dream.” Num. 12:6. When the Spirit
of God takes complete possession of a person’s
mind in his waking hours, and reveals that whieh
iho could not know by means of the ordinary men-
ital processes of thought and experience, it is a vis-
ion ; when this is done in the sleeping hours, as in
ithe case of Nebuchadnezzer and others, it is a
idream. Visions were common in those days when
“(Grod’s Spirit was with his people, and through them
light has been given to the world. Much of the
Bible was given through vision. Abraham had
visions. Gen. 15:1. The word of the Lord came
through vision. 2 Sam. T:4, 11; Ps. 89:19,
The light the prophets received, which enabled them
0 give us a knowledge of divine things, came the
same way. Isa. 1:1; Hze. 1:1; Dan. 1:17;
Nahum 1:1. _

The Lord used the same method of giving light
in the ncw dispensation. Luke 1:22; Aets10:3,
10,175 2 Cor. 12:1, T; Rev. 9:17. Indeed,
this has been the ordinary, if not the exclusive
manner by which God has imparted special light to
mankind, and in ancient times it was thought to be
a great calamity to be deprived of this precious
blessing. Prov.29:18; 1 Sam. 8:1; Micah 38 :6.

-But now we have reached a different age, when
proph_esirings are despised. There is nothing now
that will
and a curl of the lip, and cause one to be more the
object of eontempt, than to know that he believes
that the Lord is again honoring his people with
visions. It is just such an age as makes especially

forcible and important the apostle’s caution, ““De-

"

“spise not prophesyings.” ¢ The exercise of the gift
'of prophe(gf ”” can be nothing else than having visions
from the Lord; for “if there be a prophet among
you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him
.1n & vision,” saith the Lord.

Fszi’t:’ijéiﬂt’bey?md?‘s_'ﬁé'cé‘ésful‘fc“dﬁtradictian. ~Kither

bring a stare of astonishment, a sneer,.

The last or “remnant’” chureh are to have this
gift. Rev. 12:17. “The testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19:10. The spirit
of propheey is that manifestation of the gifts of the
Spirit whieh enables one to proplhiesy, or if you
please, have visions; for if there is a prophet
among (Grod’s people; he will reveal himself through
visions. Be it known to every reader of this Sup-
plement, yea, to all who care to know it, that 3. D.
Adventists, as a body, firmly believe that there has
been connected with this people, through their
whole history, one who has visions from the Lord.
If this be a disgrace, let our enemies make the most
of it. We feel that it is a high honor. We would
not deny it if we could, and we could not if we
would. - It has been recognized by the General
Conference- of our people, the highest authority
among us, in resolutions many and strong, and the
'same has been done over and over in all our State
Conferences ‘which have been organized any length
of time. We have been despised by many for this,
and have had opprobrium and derision heaped upon
us because of it. Misrepresentation and lies have
been poured upon us for this reason ; but we under-
stand it all very well. We are living in an age
when the people *despise prophesyings;” but we
‘propose to heed the apostolic caution to despise
them not, but to accept those which give satisfactory
evidence of genuineness, as a distinguished honor
from God. , \

We shall not.here enter into an argument on the
perpetuity of spiritual gifts. Our people are so
tamiliar with it that it is wholly unneecessary to do
so. The argument is so plain that even our ene-:
mies do not often undertake to deny its correctness.
The gifts of the Spirit are promisedf to the church
of God till the end of the dispensation’; and one of
these gifts is prophesying (1 Cor. 1210, 28), or,
if yoa please, having visions. And this gift, we]
have seen, is to be in the last church, among those

will read again the article from Eld. Littlejohn,
recently published in the Rmvisw, which settles

this gift is among us, or we are not the % remnant
church spoken of in the last verse of Rev. 12. “If
that church has not yet appeared, then we have not
reached the last generation of men, and the coming
of the Liord is not very near. - The question, there-
fore, becomes to us one of vital interest, and it is no
wonder our enemies are making such furious efforts
to break down faith in this gift. They are sharp
enough to see how much depends upon this position.
This also accounts for the well-known fact that
when persons have wholly lost faith in the man-
ifestation of this
goon lost their faith in other special subjects, such
as the messages, the sanctuary, the work of the two-
horned beast, and other views held by us. Our
position on the Testimonies is like the key-stone to
the arch. Take that out, and there is no logical
stopping-place till all the special truths of the mes-
sage are gone. OQur enemies, and the master they
serve, realize this; but some of our people aré so
blind that they do not. But some of us do, having
seen these things developed over and over again
during the history of this work. ‘

‘We firmly believe the visions of Mrs. White are.
a genuine manifestation of spiritual gifts. They
‘bear every test the Bible gives to distinguish be-
itween true and spurious manifestations. They
speak according to the “law and the testimony.”
iIsa. 8:20. DMahomet, Swedenborg, Ann Lee,
Jo. Smith, and a host of spiritualists, do not thus
speak. They proclaim that “Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh” (1 Johp 4: 1-3), and exalt him
as man’s Saviour, who died for our sins, and %ho
now pleads his blood in our behalf; and declare
him to be our only hope of salvation, and hence
they “are of God.”’. A host of spiritualist me-
diums do not, and hence we know they are not of
Grod.

The fruits borne by these visions, are good,
jand hence the tree which bears them is- good.
‘Matt. 7:15-20. They teach truth and purity, and
lead to the love of God, and the study of his word.
Mahometanism, Mormonism, spiritualism, and a
host besides which claim to be genuine manifesta-
tions, do not. We will not stop here to enter into

who keep the commandments of God. We hope all |-

gift among us, they have very|.

the truth. The fruits of these visions are certainly
manifest, after our experience with them of nearl
forty years; and we unhesitatingly declare their
fruits to be good. Every one who obeys them is
made better by so doing. Not one immoral senti-
ment is taught by them. Our enemies, with all
their bitterness, have never been able to show that
they contain a single one. B. F. Snook, after he
left us, and did his utmost against them, going
from church to church in Iowa to break down con-
fidence in them, when pressed by the question, “If
a man will live out the ¢ Testimonies,” will “he not.
be saved?” was compelled to answer that he”
‘would.” An admission from such an enemy,
under such circumstances, carries with it strong
weight in favor of their excellence.

We know very well that some claim that their
fruits are not good, because they say divisions are
caused by them, and those who are reproved by
them sometimes give up the truth. We admit .
that these results sometimes follow. But the same
argument would condemn even Christ himself.
His reproofs caused some to be mad against him,
and. he said himself, ¢ Think not that I am com~
to send peace on earth; I came not to send peace,
but a sword. TFor I am come to set a man at vari-
ance against his father, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; and a man’s foes shall be they of
his own household.” Matt.. 10:384, 35. K‘he
‘truth of God ever causes a division between those
who love it, and those who do not. The human
heart never loves reproof; but the word teaches
the necessity of it all the same. The trouble with
the Testimonies is mainly because they are too
straight for the carnal heart, and reprove selfish- -
ness, covetousness, and various sins, and show meén -
to be wrong when they thought they were right.
The human heart never likes this; and rather than
yield their opinion, some will turn ‘around: to. find
fault with the reprover. Thig is no evidence that
the Testimonies are )wrong, and, that their fruits
are not good; but it is very strong. proof of their’
heayen]y ()rlg;n T T R T s e e
m#'he. blessings to this cause from its cénnection -
with the visions, have been many and great.’
When this movement commenced in weakness and
obscurity about thirty-five years ago, the Adventist
body, about 50,000 strong, were making a stir'in -
the world, and looked down upon: this movément, ¢
and the ViSions connected with it, with contempt
and derision. . -But how changed the circumstances!’

é»They have spljt up into sects, divisions, schisms,

jand factions; and none of them have enough coher-
jénce to keep up an effective organization. - They
are not really exerting one-tenth. of the influénde_
‘in the world at the present time that they were
then. They have fallen to pieces almost like a
rope of sa,nt{ This despised movement, with those
much-hated visions in the forefront, has constantly
gained strength, and has never before exerted the
influence in the world that it is exerting at the
present time. It is doing fifty-fold more to circu-
late the light of the precious truths connected with
the Advent message than all the other Adventist
bodies in our land put together. : .
It commenced in. poverty and weakness,tand was
most unpopular with the world and the first-day
Adventist believers themselves. It gathered of all
clagses and seets, and of different nationalities, and
welded them together into one body, with a thor-
ough organization. It is moving onward, increas-
ing its extent and influence, and reaching out its
arms to every civilized nation, till they almost en-
circle the globe. The light of the third angel’s
message is spreading as never before. Never were
its prospects of ultimate suceess as bright as to-day.
To what do we owe this union and strength ?1
We answer: To the influence of these despised
vigions more than to anything else but the word of
God. They have always been held in high esteem
by the most zealous and humble among our people.
They have exerted a leading influence among us
from the start. They have first called attention to
-every important move we have made in advance.
Our publishing work, the health and temperance
movement, the College, and the cause of advanced .
education, the missionary enterprise, and many
other jmportant points, have owed their efficiency

the details of their history, but we know we speak

largely to this influence. ‘We have found ‘in. a
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long, varied, and in some instances, sad experience,
the value of their counsel. When we have heeded
them, we have prospered; when we have slighted
them, we have suffered a great loss. ~Many in-
stances of this kind could be given from our past
history. As a people, we have no reason to boast
of our faithfulness to them. On the contrary, we
have shown much of unbelief and indifference to
their teachings. But when we have regarded them
most highly, we have enjoyed the greatest pros-
perity. _It is clear to every one who has closely
noticed the workings of this cause that in those
Conferences where these Testimones are most highly
regarded, there the greatest degree of prosperity
is seen; -and in those where they are least ve-
spected, there the work drags heavily.

The same 1§ true of individuals.. We have never
known a person to meet with much success in
preaching this truth, who had little or no faith in
the visions. And those ministers who are most
successful in accomplishing real good, and truly
build up the cause, are always those who have strong
faith in them. And there is still another evidence
in the individual experience of persons. We have
had instances of ministers who for a period met with
great success in their labors, and then finally lost a
large part of that success, and seemed to accomplish
very little. In every such case, success attended
their labors when they had faith in the visions, and
their lack of it came when they did not have such
faith. Thése facts have become well known among
us. All these things clearly prove them to be an
essential part of the work itself. <

‘The same lesson hds been often taught by off-

shoots from our people, who made the visions a

pretext for withdrawal from us. ‘Bro. Waggoner

has mentioned the old Messenger movement. Its
“leaders thought they could do great things if they
- could get rid of the visions; but they made a mis-
erable failure, It was the same in lowa. On my
way to that important meeting at Pilot Grove, Ia.,
in 1865, after Spook and Brinkerhoff had withdrawn
_._from the body; and had: taken nearly one-third of
the Sabbath-keepers of the State with them, I met
Eld. Snook in Marion. He, was full of fight, and
was going to accomplish great things. He had his
arguments all prepared against the visions. I said
to him, “If you give up the visions, you will soon
give up the messages, and other truths.” ¢Oh,
no,” said he; “if we can get rid of the visions, we
shall soon have the loud cry of the message. The
visions are what stand.in the way, and hinder the
progress of the work.”  What was the result? In
a short time, Elds. 8. and B. had given up the mes-
sages, the sanctuary, the Sabbath, and all, and be-
come Universalists. A little remnant there have
been living out a lingering existence for seventeen
yeéars, and in their *“ Extra” just issued, the editor
of the Advocate says, ““ It is more strange that we
have been able to maintain our position, than that
we have not built up a larger interest.” Why, how
is this ?  We thought if they could only get rid of
those terrible visions, the truth would go wonder-
fully! Yet after trying it seventeen years, the
editor is astonished that they have stood through
the struggle at all; - while we haye been growing
all the time, with this terrible “incubus,” as they
call the visions, and without them, they have
hardly been able to maintain an existence, accord-
ing to their own confession. They have the Sab-
bath truth, and the light on the state of the dead,
and the Lord’s coming, and other truths which the
people accept most readily; but they make no
progress.
© Our 8. D. Baptist brethren-also greatly commis-
erate us because of the visions; yet they have a
large amount of wealth, an educated and talented
‘ministry, and stand as a very respectable people
‘before the world, and are not disgraced by visions.
How is it that they are practically making no ad-
‘vancement or increase with such great advantages ?
‘We leave them to answer. Well, we are thankful
that with all our unworthiness, the Lord mercifully
gives us light from heaven: - We prosper when we
follow it, for then God blesses us. . .
But it'is said that we have lost many of our
“leading ministers, such as B. -F. Snook, W. H.
Brinkerhoff, Moses Hull, M. E. Cornell,” and they
might have added, H. C. Blanchard, E. W. Short-
ridge, and others, because of the visions. Well,

most of these did leave us, and with some, if not
all, the visions were the pretext. We have no
knowledge whatever but that Bro. Cornell is still
in full faith a S. D. Adventist, but the rest have
gone, our enemies say, because of the visions.
Well, suppose that to be so, for the argument’s
sake; how much did they gain by doingso? These
men were at one time laboring in the cause, and
bringing souls to the truth, and seemed to be men
who feared God and loved his truth. They became
opposed to the visions, our opponents say, and for
ithis reason left us. Moses, Hull went into the |
lackness and darkness of.atheism, and sank so low
in filth that even the spiritualists will hardly own
‘him, . Elds."Snook and Brinkerhoff went over into
Universalism, gave up the Sabbath of the Lord,
and renounced the truth.  H. C. Blanchard gave
up preaching, and hardly kept the Sabbath the last
we heard of him.  Shortridge went into spiritual-
ism and immortality, and others have also gone far
from God and truth who have pursued the same
course. Does giving up the visions seem to im-
prove men spiritually, make them more devoted,
give them more love for Christ and their fellow-
men, lead them to be more conscientious and sacri-
ficing,—more like Christ ? These examples fail to
show it. The truth is, there never was a casé
among us of a man who became more devoted by |
giving up the visions, but thousands have increased
in devotion by accepting them, and will thank God
for the light and spiritual strength they have re-
ceived thereby. AT

We might increase these,geflections to almost
any length. Nothing is surer than this, that this
message and the vistons belong together, and stand
or fall together. This has been the case from the
commencement, and will be to the end. Thirty-
five years of experience ought to teach us some-
thing. I'rom the commencement, the visions have
exerted a leading influence in the work in every
important movement. It is folly to call this mes-
sage the special work of God, and that leading in-
fluence . which has.molded it;. the.work.of a-deceiver.
or of the devil. God does not enter into such pavt-
nershjps. I can easily see how a person who has’
no faith in the movement we are engaged in ‘can
cast aside the visions, but can see no reason or good
sense in one’s doing so who believes the message to
be of God. , :

‘The majority of our people believe these visions
to be a genuine manifestation of spiritual gifts, and
ag such to be entitled to respect. We do not -hold
them to be superior to the Bible, or .in one sense
equal to it. The Scriptures.are onr.rnleto test
everything by, the visions.as.jell as_all other
things. ~'That rule, therefore, is of the highest
authority ; the standard is -higher than the_thing
tested by it. If the Bible should show the vis-’
ions were not in harmony with it, the Bible would
stand, and the ‘visions would be given up. This
shows plainly that we hold the Bible the highest,
our enemies to the contrary, notwithstanding. = We
believe them, because the Bible teaches that such
manifestations will be seen in the last church, be-
cause every rule given in the Bible to testspiritual
manifestations by proves them to be genuine, and
because in all our experience we have found them
to be of great value to us in every important point
in our history. When we have Scripture and uni--
form experience in their favor, we have a strong
case.

But when we have demonstrated them to be of
God, then we claim that they should be respected,
and their instruction should be regarded. We can
see no consistency in persons’ claiming to believe
them of ‘divine origin, and then paying no respect
to their teaching. These instructions ccme to us
in several different ways,—sometimes in books and
pamphlets designed for general circulation, some-
times in special Testimonies designed for some par-
ticular church, sometimes privately to individuals.
There are obvious reasons why this should be so.”
General instruction is needed, which all require.
Sometimes there are local circumstances which it
would not be proper to publish to the world, also
personal reproofs for personal sins. Al reasonable
persons can see that there would be no propriety
in making such things public. ' o

"Our enemies, in their desperate efforts to prove

that we suppress the visions, try to make it appear

-selves.

that we do so because these special Testimonies to
churches or individuals are not published every-
where. They show their lack of candor and their
malice by so doing. . They might just as well say-
that there was suppression, because every private
letter was not published in the daily papers. Any
reasonable person will admit that if the Lord gives
special light to any one, that person is as likely to
know how it should be communicated as those who
do not have it, or those who hate it.

Our enemies try very hard to make it appear
that we make the visions a test of fellowship.
They must know themselves that this charge is
false. Our leading men have never done this, and
the visions themselves teach that it should not be
done. It would be most absurd and impossible to
do so, even if we would do it. With people in all
parts of the world embracing our views who never
saw Sister White or heard of her, how could we
make them a test of fellowship? By their own
admissions, our opponents have shown that we do
not do so. ' They claim that there are many among
us who do not believe the visions. This is true;
yet these are in our churches, and are not disfel-
lowshiped. They have claimed in this ¢ Extra”
that Elds. Smith, Canright, and Gage did not be-
lieve the visions; <yet all of them are members of
our churches, two of them hold credentials ag min-
1sters, axid one of them holds very important offices. -~
Why will men talk so foolishly and unreasonably
as to even show they are not consistent in their
own statements? Hatred blinds the mind, and de-
stroys their good sense.. No; we do not make the
visions a test, and never have. But we do claim -
the right to believe them, to talk about them freely,
and to read them in private and in public, and
shall no doubt continue to exercise that right, re-
gardless of the spite of those who hate us.

But we close this lengthy article. For our part,
we thank God for light and truth in these last
days, which comes from the throne above. We
love and- prize it, and hope it may ever continue
t0.shine, till. this dark world of sin is passed, and
we enter the haven of rest.

Characteristics of the Visions.

Tun following extract from the well-known
book - entitled, * Objections to the Visions An-
swered,”. sets before the reader in a forcible light
gome of the striking characteristics of this gift
which has been athong us from the commencement
of thework. We commend.it to the careful con-
sideration of every one who is interested in the
subject. 6. I. B.

“Every test which can' be brought to bear upon such
manifestations, proves these genuine. The evidence
which supports them, internal and external, is conclu-
sive. They agree with the word of God, and with them-
They are given, unless those best qualified to
judge are invariably deceived, when the Spirit of God is
especially present. They are free from the disgusting
contortions and grimaces which attend the counterfeit
manifestatiors of spiritualism. Calm, dignified, impress-
ive, ‘lﬁhéy commend themselves to cvery beholder, as the
very opposite of that which is false or fanatical. The
instrament herself is above jugglery or deceit, .

“The influence is not mesmeric ; for this people, rep-
robating the use of that agency, studiously refuse to
learn the principles of its application, or- to have aught
to do with its practical workings ; besides, the halluci-
nations of a mesmerized subject embrace only such facts
and scenes as previously exist in the mind of the mes-
merizing power ; but the visions take cognizance of pex-
sons and things, and bring to light facts, known, not
only by no person present, but mot even by the one
through whom the visions ave given,

“They are not the effect of disease; for no disease
has ever yet been known to have the effect of repeatedly
suspending the functions of the lungs, muscles, and every
bodily sense, from fiftecn to one hundred and eighty
minutes, while, in obedience to some influence which
evidently had supreme possession of the mind, and in
obedience to that alone, the eyes would see, the lips
speak, and the limbs move, -

“Further: their fruit is such as to show that the
source from which they spring is the opposite of evil.

«1. They tend to the purest morality. They discoun-
tenance every vice, and exhort to the practice of every
virtue. They point out the perils through which we are
to pass to the kingdom. They reveal the devices of Satan.
They warn us against his snares. They have nipped in
the bud scheme after scheme of fanaticism, which the
enemy has tried to foist among us. They have exposed
hidden iniquity, brought to light concealed wrongs, and
laid bare the evil motives of the false-hearted. They
have warded off dangers from the cause of truth upon
every hand. They have aroused and re-aroused us tQ
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greater consecration to God, more zealous efforts for
holiness of heart, and greater diligence in the cause and
service of our Master.

@, They lead us to Christ. Like the Bible, they set
him forth as the only hope and only Saviour of mankind.
They portray before us in living characters his holy life
ard his godly example, and with irresistible appeals they
urge us to follow in, his steps. .

‘3, They lead us to the Bible. They set forth that
book as the inspired and unalterable word of God. They
exhort us to takc that word as the man of our counsel,
and the rule of our faith and practice. And with a com-
pelling power, they entreat us to study its pages long
and diligently, and become familiar with its teaching ; for
it is to judge us in the last day. 0

“4, They have brought comfort and consolation to
many hearts. They have strengthened the weak, en-
couraged the feeble, andraised up the despondent. They
have brought order out of confusion, made crooked places
straight, and thrown light on what was dark and obscure.
And no person with an unprejudiced mind, can read
their stirring appeals for a pure and lofty morality, their
exaltation of ng and the Saviour, their dentunciations of
every evil, and their- exhortations to everything that is
holy and: of good report, without being compelled. to say,
“Thesc are not the words of one that hath a devil.

“Negatively, they have never been known to counsel
evil or devise wickedness. No instance can be found in
which they hdve lowered the standard of morality. No
one of their adherents has ever been led by them into
paths of transgression and sin. They do not lead men
to serve God less faithfully, or to love him less fervently.
They do not lead to any of the works of the flesh, nor
make less devoted and faithful Christians of those who
believe them:. In not a single instance can any of the
charges here mentioned be sustained against them ; .and,
concerning them, we may emphatically ask the question
which Pilate put to the Jews in reference to the Saviour,

- “Why, what evil hath lie done ¥’ ] -

“Yet with all this array of good fruit which they-are
able to present, with all this innocency.of any charge of
evil that can be brought against them, they everywhere
encounter the bitterest opposition They are the object
of the blindest prejudice, the-intensest haté, and most

- malignant bitterness. Wotldlings and formal professors
of all denominations, join in one general outery-against
them of vituperation and abuse. Many will go a'long
distance out of their way for the purpose of giving them

. an uncalled-for and malicious thrust. 'And false-hearted

~brethren ' in our own ranks make them the butt of their
first attacks, as they launch off into apostasy and rebell:
ion.. Why is all: thig ? 'Whence all this. war against that

—or-ymCho-eVIT Can be said 2 From the example of
Cain, who slew his Brother-; of the Jews, who clamored for-
‘the blood of the innocent Saviour; of the infidel, who
storms with passion at the very name of Jesus yand from

- the princple of the carnal heart which is at enmity with
everything that is holy and.spiritual,—we leave the reader
to answer. ‘ - -

. “‘SBome of those who so strenuously oppose the visions, ||

have a series of objections which.they offer in justifica-
tion of their course. But before we look at these, let us

for a moment survey the fleld, that we may, if possible; |}

take in at’a glance the cause, object, and aim, of this:
contest, and so be better prepared to put a just estimate
upon the motives and efforts of the opposition. We be-
lieve, love, and defend the visions, on the grounds above
set forth, their unvarying tendency-to good, and because
. they so admirably answer the purpose for which the
-Seriptures assure us that the gifts were set in the chrch
namely, to comfort, encourage, and edify the saints, and
bring them to the. unity of ihe faith. On what ground
can they be objected to? What is there in the fact that
a person among Seventh-day Adventists, a sincere Chris-
tian, has visions, and has published them to the world,
to exgite all the stir and opposition that is everywhere
raised over them ? They do no hurt; what is the mat-
ter ? They injure no ome; then why not let the person
enjoy her gift undisturbed, and those who choose to be-
“lieve in it, believe in it in peace ?

- “But no!l This work, innocent .ag it is of all evil,
fruitful as it is of all good, must not be suffered to go on
in peace. Andagain we ask, Why ? We wish the rcader
carefully to consider this question. If we look at those
who oppose this work, and consider the ground they
occupy, we shall be able to define pretty accurately the
motives from which they act. There are two classes
which, may be described, with the motives that govern
them, as follows 1— '

““The fixst class 18 composed of those who believe; or
did believe at the time thelr opposition commenced, the
views held by Seventh-day ‘Adventists, but in whom, or
in some one with whom they sympathized, wrongs were
‘pointed out and reproved by the visions: These same
individuals had no doubt often. prayed, ‘Lord, show us
our wrongs.” The Lord answers their prayers in his own
way, and chooses to point them out in visict., Now, if
they object to this, they show at once that there was no

‘sincerity in' their petitions; for they cannot sincerely |

wish to know their faults, if they are not willing to have
them pointed out, except in a way-of their own choosing.
They should rather be grateful that they are made known
to them in any manner, and that time and oiiﬁortunity
are given them to put them away before it is too late.
‘But here too many rebel; and here comes in the first
.class of objectors to the visions. - Not being dead to sin;
they.give way to the promptings of their still' dominant
carnal. heart, and-set to work, not to repent- of their
wrongs, which they cannot deny, but to break down that
~which has-kindly, yet plainly, pointed out their wrongs;
that they may sec and put them away before:the Judg-
ment. They would prefer that the church should be

without eyes, rather than that any of their wrongs should
be seen and exposed.

““The other class consists of those who are the avowed
and open opponents of all the distinguishing views held
by Seventh-day Adventists. Their opposition springs
from a different motive than that of the first class. Not
having been reproved themsclves by the visions, they
have no ground for opposition in this respect ; but they’
hate that system of truth with which the yisions stand
connected, and they attack the visions as the most sure
and-effectual way of hindering the progress of that truth.
In this they acknowledge the efficiency of the visions in
advancing this work. They know them to be one of the
great elements of its strength and prosperity. And do
they not, by such a course, plainly tell us, who love the
truth, how we should regard the visions ? If the children
of this world are in their generation wiser thaft the chil-
dren of light, so the opponents of the truth are wiser
than some of its professéd friends. The old adage, ‘It
is lawful to learn even from an enemy,” may be put in
_practice by us here. If those who would gladly see this
work come to naught, attack the visions as the most
effectual way of accomplishing this, should not those
who desire the work to advance and prosper be equally
zealous in loving, living out, and defending the visions,
as one of the most effectual means of securing this
result ? Consistency forbids that they should. be esteemed
of less importance by their friends than by their foes.

“This covers the whole ground of the opposition ; for
we have never known any objection to arise which could
not be traced to one or the other of these two sources.
The opposer is always a person who has either been
reproved for wrongs himself, or is in sympathy with
those who have been so reproved, or he is a person who
is openly hostile to the positions of 8. D. Adventists as
a whole. But neither of these positions is, in our mind,
very well calculated to enfist the sympathy of any sincere
lover of honesty and uprightness, or any true friend of
the cause.” - :

AR ¢

" My Position Defined.
©_BY W. G GAGH. -
A FREE use of my name in the “ Extra’ hav-
ing been made by those whose evident animus is’
hostility to the cause with which I have been so
long connected, perhaps a few words from me,ma{
not be amiss, in regarg to my present position.
have for twenty years been a Seventh-day Advent-
ist, holding all the cardinal points of doctrine pe-
culiar to the denomination, in union and -harmony
~with my brethren:: - Notwithstanding the unpleas-
ant circumstances which have called . forth this dis-
cussion, thes ¢s still my position, and 1 most decid-
edly object to being-*“read out of the denormination
by those who are its outspoken enemies. While
there are difficulties in the Testimonies which I

thein With all that positiveness which characterizes
the position of some of my brethren, my views as.
£6 the perpetuity of spiritual gifts have undergone
‘no change, and I look upon the visions ‘of Sister
‘White, to some of whick I have been a witness, as
jan exemplification of that doctrine. - The apparent
‘conflict between myself and some others in the
.matter of the College difficulty was not on the
:ground of the acceptance of the Tostimony, but on
its interpretation, and here, as a fallible individual,
I am as likely to err as any one else.

And now, in conclusion, I wish my friends to
know that I am a Seventh-day Adventist, having
no sympathy with any factious opposition which
would fain overthrow the pillars of truth. When
I cease to be such, I would like the privilege of
stating my own position, rather than to have it
defined for me by those whose. extreme animosity
betrays their anxiety to bring about the destruc-
tion of this cause. :

Testimonies, Public and Private. .

We will speak briefly concerning an objection
which our opponents most unreasonably urge against
the Testimonies. Because Mrs. White does not
ipublish to' the world portions of them which relate
fto private persons, but omits them in the printed
‘Testimonies designed for public’ circulation, there-
ifore her visions are uninspired. Was ever a more
ifoolish objection heard of than this? Her visions

‘general interest to all; 2. Those for certain local
churches; and 8. Those for private persons. Those
of the first class are published for general circula-
-tion, and are obtainable by all who want them.
Those for certain local churches, containing refer-
ences. of a personal character, are sent to those
churches in full, for their instruction and encour-
agement. There are ofter portions. of them con-
taining insiruction of general interest.”  These por-

anniot explain, and while I cannot prononnce upon.|

jare of three general classes: 1. Those which are of |

tions are sometimes published in the printed Testi-
monies, with the personal passages left out, and the
persons’ names omitted. So of personal Testimonies
to individuals. Portions of these which contain
general principles which would be applicable to
many others, are published with the name blank.
And what, forsooth, is there:in all this that shows
that the Testimonies are not of God? If these
personal gassages were published to the world,
names and all, the Brinkerhoffs, Mc Learns, Longs,
et al., would be the first to shout themselves hoarse
about the. awful crime of publishing persons’ private
faults to the world, and they would then have some
ground for their objections. ' S
If God gives special light to a servant of his for
the benefit of other parties, as he has done in ages
past, I wonder if the one receiving it ‘has not as
good a right to judge. how it should be managed
and published, as any other person who has not re-
ceived it, or as a class of bitter, partisan, unreason-
able opponents have? Do these men think our
people are such fools that they cannot see through
their motives in acting as they do? We should
greatly pity their intelligence if they could not.
" Be 1t known unto all men that S. D. Adventists
have more sense of propriety, and more regard for
the feelings of private persons, than to publish
their names and peculiarities broadcast to the world,
to pleage, our bitterest opponents. @. L B.

. Unreliable.
WE commend the statements of Brn. Smith and

who, by a process of sophistical reasoning and mis-
leading statements, have tried to make it appear
that they have given up the Testimonies. The
reckless and desperate character of the opposition
is clearly shown in this issue, and especially by
their pretended statements of facts. The answer
of these brethren, and that of Bro. Daniels, makes
thig very evident. Statement after statement is
‘made in- the ¢ Advocate Ertra™ which is_x
unreliable. 'There are so many of these, we do not
pretend to follow them severally with a denial;
but would advise all who have read them to wait
for confirmatory evidence before believing them.

. @. I. B.

Soyonth-Day Adventists and the Testimony
of Jesus .Christ. g

BY ELD. W. H. LITTLEJOHN.

symbolic prophecy, covering the whole period
lying between the first and the second advent. In

with the sun, the moon under her feet, and wearing
upon her head a crown of twelve stars. A great
red dragon with seven heads and ten horns mukes
war upon the woman, and continues his persecution
for 1260 prophetic days, or 1260,literal years. - It
is generally conceded by commentators that this
dragon symbolized the Roman government con-
trolled by.Satan. Commencing the 1260 years,
during which the church was to be in the wilder-
ness state, in A. D. 538, one of the earliest dates
assigned for the rise of the papacy, they would end
in 1798. Just- before the expiration of the time,
the earth is represented as helping the woman, <. e.,
ithe church. This is understood as applying to the
great” change which took place in the sixteenth
icentury in public sentiment, which resulted so
. favorably to the church that the kings of the earth
‘intervened in her behalf, and. turned back the tide
'of papal persecution which had set in against her
so long. .

It appears, nevertheless, from the record, that
there is to be a revival of the persecuting spirit in
the close of time, and that Satan is once more to
make war effectually upon the people of God.

“wroth with the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ:” . .

It is manifest from the foregoing that the war
upon the saints spoken of must take place this side
of the termination of the 1260 years, or this side

of 1798. It is also demonstrable that when it once

Gage in this Supplement to the attention of those, .

In the twelfth chapter of Revelation is found a -

it the church is represented as a woman clothed :

Here is the prediction: *“And the dragon was -
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breaks out, it will continue until the close of time.
. This can be proved in various ways. First, the
war is to be with the remnant of the seed of the
church. But the ‘remnant means the last end of
anything. The last of the church, therefore, must
include the last generation of Christians, or those
who are to-endure this persecution. Secondly, in
Revelation, chapters 18 and 14, this same conflict
between Satan and the people of God in the last
days is more elaborately set forth. In those chap-
ters it is made clear that the contest will continue
until the coming of the Lord, since the penalty de-
nounced upon those who carry on the persecution
is the seven last plagues (Rev. 14:9-12); but
these plagues just antedate the coming of Christ,
and could with propriety, therefore, be threatened
against those only who are living and carrying on
such a persecution at the time when they are
- poured out (chapter 16), <. e., just previous to the
advent. - '
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS.

" Up to this point the object has been to give to the
reader in the briefest manner. possible a chronolog-
ical-view of the prophetic history of the church, for
the purpose of showing that having passed: the long
period covered by the 1260 years of petsecution

_beginning in A. D. 538 ‘and ending in A. D. 1798,
‘we have now reached a point where it is possible
for the church to enter at any time upon that period
of suffering which is just to precede the second ad-
vent of Christ. Hoping that we have not been so
brief in our treatment of the subject that the points
made have escaped the perception of the reader, the
real object of this article will now be brought out,
i. e., the identification of the people spoken of in
the prophecy as the remnant of the church. Be it
known, therefore, that S. D. Adventists claim to
be the ones whom John saw in vision, and whom he
Ftyled the “ remnant who keep the commandments
of God, and have the_testiony of Jesus Christ.”
/éﬂilg , 38 they did,(in 1846, they appeared suffi-
ciéntly late in the history of the world to meet the
requirement of the prophetic prediction, since

forty-eight years intervened between 1798 and-the

time of their rise.

- As it regards the two prominent points of the
faith of the remnant church spoken of by John, it
is well known that S. D. Adventists claim to hold
and practice both of them. These points are,
first, the keeping of the . commandments of God,
and, secondly; the having or possessing of the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ.

Concerning the first point, it may be remarked
that, to say the least, those who keep the command-
ments of God in this dispensation must be those

" who observe the decalogue, since the ten command-
ments are pre-eminently such at the present time
in contradistinction from those precepts of the New
Testamént which originated with the Lord Jesus
Christ. The ten commandments were written with
the finger of God, and spoken with the voice of
God: These commandments are a summary of all
moral obligation; and were observed and enforced
by Christ in the most impressive manner. Matt.
5:17-19. To keep these commandments de-
mands that they should be observed in their com-
pleteness by those so doing. In other words, no
one can be said to be a commandment-keeper in the
Seripture sense of the term who, while observing
nine, deliberately violates the tenth commandment.
James 2:8-12. Applying this principle to S. D.
Adventists, it is observable that they comply with
the conditions which it demands, not only theoret-
ically but also practically. While the orthodox
world nominally keep the commandments of God;
they habitually break the fourth by substituting the
first day ag a ga,bba,th in the place of the seventh
day, which is the only one that God has ever com-
manded us to hallow as such. * Ex. 20:8-12. 8§,
D. Adventists, on the contrary, are as careful in
their observance of the seventh-day Sabbath, which
is enforced by the fourth commandment, as they
are strict in their obedience to any one of the re-
maining nine commandments. Such being the
case, it is manifest that they can properly be called
commandment-keepers. y

Respecting the second point of faith to be held
by the remnant church, 7. e., ““the testimony of

“ Jesus,Christ,” it may be remarked right here that

8. D. Adventists claim to be in possession of this

-

also. Having seen that they have arisen at the
right time, that they claim to be the people desig-
nated in the prophecy, and that, remarkable as it
may seem, they in common with other Sabbata-
rians are the only persons who can properly besaid
to keep the commandments of God, they should at
least so far command our respect as to secure from
us a-candid hearing of what they have to say in the
matter of proving that they have the testimony of
Jesus Christ, and consequengly are in possession of
the second point of faith necessary to their identifi-
cation with the remnant church. = Their line of ar-
gument i3 ‘brief and straigh tforward.

Allowing the Scriptures to interpret themselves,
they refer us to Rev. 19:10 for an inspired inter-
pretation of the testimony of Jesus Christ. In the
last clause of that verse we find these words:
“ Worship God; for the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.” This, say they, is explicit.
It defines the testimony of Jesus to be the spirit of
prophecy in a manner so unequivocal that it leaves
no room for discussion respecting the matter, so
far as its use is concerned in the book of Revela-
tion to say the least.

Having demonstrated that the remnant church
are, therefore, to have the spirit of prophecy, they
at once proceed to make out their claim to the
honor of being the remnant church by pointing to
one who, ginee the rise of their denomination,  has
actually exercised the prophetic gift among them.
In this gift they have the utmost confidence, prov-
ing from the Scriptures that it bears every test
which has been placed in the sacred word for the

manifestations. | Strangely enough, therefore, they
are able to show that, in the matter of the time of
their rise and the peculiar points of their faith,
they answer to the prophetic people whom John
saw emerging into sight just before the coming of
Christ. Would it not be a little remarkable if a
spurious work, so nearly resembling the genuine,
were allowed to appear in the providence of God,
connected with which are found the characteristic
| features in the time of rise and.points of faith that |
were to mark the remnant church ?

Do you ask how the claims of this people are
generally met by the Christian world? The an-
swer is, In various ways. Krequently they are
subjected to ridicule. Respecting this feature of
the opposition to their work, we need only say
that ridieule is very rarely employed by those who
have a good cause. Straightforward argument is
50 much more satisfactory that those who have it
generally use the same.

THE SABBATH.

Passing to the case of those who make a show
of argument in opposing 8. D. Adventists, it ma
be said that in the matter of the Sabbath their
efforts are characterized by manifest weakness.

Claiming to observe the Sunday because God has
made it the Sabbath in the place of the seventh
day, they are confessedly unable to find a *thus
saith the Lord” for the change. The fatality of
such a want of Scriptural authority for the change
of the Sabbath is observable to the thoughtful at
a glance. That God should have given a Sabbath(
law to the race, which it is generally admitted
enforced the observance of the seventh day for fif-
teen hundred years, and then substituted another
day without saying so to any one, and without even
altering the original law, which remained still in
foree, is too absurd to be dignified with the name
“argument.” In this controversy, therefore, S. D.
Adventists have greatly the advantage; since in.
making out their claim they have only to demon-
strate that God said what he meant and meant
what he said.
SPIRIT OF PROPHECY.

™ In their opposition to that’feature of the S. D.
Adventist faith which relates to the “spirit of
prophecy,” the antagonists of that denomination
follow different lines of attack. Some argue that

are not genuine; others argue that spiritual gifts
ceased in the days of the apostles altogether. To
those who reject as spurious the manifestations of
spiritual gifts believed in by S. D. Adventists, the
latter reply that the objections are not well founded,
challenging them to a single Bible test which, when

purpose of determining the genuineness of such |.

spiritual gifts as known among S. D. Adventists | p

applicd to the phenomenon which they claim to be
the spirit of prophecy, will in any way invalidate
that claim. Thirty-six years of writing and speak-
ing and teaching, say they, are sufficicntly long to
furnish the material for the impeachment of this
manifestatign if it be not genuine. :

This challenge, though oft repeated and’ oft
accepted, leaves the people making it more firmly
established in their convictions on the subject.of
spiritual gifts than they were when first they em-
braced them. To those who deny that miraculous
powers were designed to continue in the Christian |
church throughout the dispensation, they present a
Bible argument which is literally invulnerable.
This argument is varied in its character. In the
first place, they show that the gifts were “sget in
the church,” and that they have never been with-
drawn therefrom, so far as the record is concerned.
1 Cor. 12. In the second place, they demonstrate
that the gifts, having been given for the work of
the ministry, the perfecting of the saints, etc. (Eph.
4:8, 11, 13), are presumably to be enjoyed at the
present time, since they are just as necessiry to
the perfecting of the saints and the work of the
ministry now as they ever were. In the third:
place, they bring forward a large number of texts
which positively teach that it was the original
design of Christ that miraculous powers should
continue in the church in all ages. In*the fourth
place, they cite Rev. 12: 17 to prove that the last
generation of Christians are to have the spirit of
prophecy, or that which is the same, the testimony
of Jesus Christ.

To the first, second, and third propositions, but
little can be said in reply. It must be admitted
by all that there is no positive statement that the
gifts were to cease during the Christian age. "It is°
also obvious that the necessity for them is as great
as it ever was. Again, the candid reader will find
in the following twelve texts usually cited by them -
in favor of the perpetuity of the gifts, a series of
passages so direct in their statements that it is im-
possible to avoid seeing the conclusion. to which

 they all point.: John 14:12-14; Mark 16:15-18;

Acts 2:14-21; 2:87-40; 1 Thess. 5:19-21; 1
Cor. 12; 14:1-39; 18:8-12; 1:4-8; James 5:
14-16; Rev. 1:1, 3; 12:17.

THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS.

To the fourth conclusion, greater exception is
taken. The reason is obvious. Concede the point
that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,
and the opponents of S. D. Adventists can make
but little head against them. Arising, as they did,

‘at the right time, keeping, as they do, the com-

mandments of God while claiming to have the
spirit of prophecy, there is a strong presumption in

J | their favor, provided it be true that the testimony

of Jesus attributed to the remnant church is indeed
the spirit of prophecy. , .
To avoid the necessary conclusion, therefore,
which otherwise would follow, the objector insists
that Rev. 19: 10 does not.prove that the testimony
of Jesus Christ, though called the ¢ spirit of proph-

/ecy,f,",is the same as the gift of prophecy. In the
o

riginal, says he, the article is employed, making
the passage read as follows" * Worship God; for
the testimony of Jesus is the syirit of the prophecy.”
In other words, he continues, the testimony of
Jesus is declared to be the spirit of thds prophecy, |
i. e, the gpirit of the prophecy of the book of Rev-
elation. %Vhether such an objection is entitled to
be called ingenuous, is a matter of debate. It is
quite certain, nevertheless, that it is not well taken
in fact. :
In the first place, it is difficult to see how, were
the article present in the original, it could be so
readily changed in its translation from the to this,
since there is a wide difference in the signification
of these two words; so wide, indeed, that had the
apostle intended to imply an idea which would
have been properly expressed in the use of the
word thés he would naturally have employed the
ronoun gvroc, 80 familiar to the Greek scholar an-
ciently.* TFailing to do so (in the absence of proof
to the contrary), it is to be inferred that John’s use

#* A friend very kindly furnishes me with il:~ facts contained.
in this note, and the one in which reference is made to the rules
in several Greek grammars relating to the article and its use in
connection with abstract nouns.
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of the article instead of the pronoun was the result
of deliberate choice, and can be accounted for only
on the ground that the idea which would have been
conveyed by the word this was not in his mind.

In ‘the second place, it may be remarked here
that the presence of the article in the original by
no means proves that it had any special signifi-
cance; as it is well understood that the Gl'“eeks
were wonderfully prodigal in the use of the articles,
employing or réjecting them as each writer might
think that the laws of eaphony, or sound, might
require. Furthermore, even where the article seems
to have been necessary in the Greek idiom in order
to meet the requirement of taste according to Greek
ideas, it is so far from having any point or force
in an English translation, that it would not only
be cumbersome in such a translation, but would
also be decidedly objectionable. In proof of this,
the following texts will furnish a few out of hun-
dreds of instances in which in the King James's
versioni the article, though found in the original, is
not translated at all:—

GREEK ARTICLES NOT TRANSLATED.

[Heb. 2: 9,—2¢ Heb. 3: 18,—2
|Heb. 4: 11,—2 Heb. 4: 16,—1
Heb. 9: 27,—1 Matt. 10: 16,—32]
Matt. 19: 1,—5] Mark 1: 26,—1]
Mark 12: 43,—2] Mark 8: 15,—2]
[John 11: 4,—4 John 8: 2,—2]
Rom. 5: 12,—4 Rom. 5: 8, 4,—4]
[Rev. 2: 10,—3 om. 12: 21,—38]
[Rev. 20: 14,—5] Rev. 2: 24,—2]

" That the last afticle in the final clause of Rev.
19: 10 is also of this class and was properly omit-
ted in our accepted version, is rendered more than
probable by the circumstance that the fifty-two
modern scholars who had the New Version trans-
lation in charge, have, like the translators of the
King James's version, neglected to translate the
article altogether. Here is their rendering: “ Wor-
“ship God; for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
From the foregoing. it will be no-
" ticed that the two versions in question are the same

—word-for. word—I -know not how much the sub-

, ;j{)ihed list might be swelled,.were the necessary

~effort put forth, but those which are given are suf-

ficient in number to show that there is no signifi-
cance in the article in the last clause of Rev. 19:
10, else it would have been translated (which it is
not) in the following renderings; viz., the Syriac
New Testament translated by Murdock ; Sawyer’s
, Translation of the New Testament ; the American
! Bible Union New Testament; the New Testament
Revised by Dean Alford ; the Vulgate translation ;
- Whiting’s Translation of the New Testament;
Wesley's Notes; Revised New Testament. |
It is now time to look at the question from an-
other point of view. Any translation which would
make nonsense of the passage as a whole, as-
suredly is not worthy of acceptance. That the
one in question would do so, is rendered certain
by a moment’s thought. To aid the reader in
reaching this conclusion, it is desirable that his
attention be called to one point; 7. e., the circum-
stance that in the first part of the 19th verse our
King James’s version does not present the thought
as_happily as it might. Spiritualists have cited
that reading in the interests of their views, en-

In Rev. 22: 7, 9, 18, the demomstrative pronoun (rofiTov) is
used with the article (To#,) to point out definitely what book is
mgant. For example, verse 7, “Todg Abyove TH¢ mpogyrelac
o9 BeBAiov Tobrov.” The words of the prophecy of this book. In
Rev, 22: 19 ttlie demonstrative Tevryg is used with the article
T7¢ to point out definitely what prophecy, * Ti¢ wpogyreia;
T ene kT pmph%},"_g : prophecy, ““ ¢ mpopyretac

tIn the citations made above, the figure which follows the
dash indicates the number of instances in which the article oc-
curs in the preceding text, but is not translated. That the
reader may see the impropriety of translating all of the articles
in the original in an English version, the following literal trans-

_lation of 2 Pet. 1: 5, 6, 7, is given:—

‘“ And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith the
virtue; and to the virtue the knowledge; and to the knowledge
the temperance; and to the temperance the.patience; and to
the patience the godliness; and to the godliness the brotherly
kindness; and to the brotherly kindness the love,”

-} The Greek uses the article in certain cases in which the
English generally omits it. (b.) Abstract nouns very often
take the article.”—Goodwin’s Greek Grammar, p. 200, Art. 141,
Note 1.

. “The ‘Generic Article’ This must often be left untrans-
lated in English . . . and generally 80 when applied to abstract

* nouns.”— Hadley’s Greek Grammar, p. 217, Art. 529,

From the above it will be seen that the translators of our ver-
sion were justified in omitting the article, provided the word
* prophecy " was used in the abstract sense.

signification of this prophecy.”. .

deavoring to prove therefrom that the heavenly
messenger at whose feet John fell for the purpose
of offering him worship, was nothing more nor less
than the spirit of one of the ancient prophets.
This view is of course absurd, since angels and
men belong to entirely different orders of beings.
The original, when properly rendered, simply con-
veys the idea that the angel was the fellow-servant
of John and of John’s brethren the prophets, and
therefore should not be worshiped by the former.
The New Version is perspicuous in its presentation
of the thought. Here it is: *“See thou do it not;

‘1 am a fellow-servant with thee, and with thy

brethren that hold the testimony of Jesus.”

In the light of the foregoing, the task of deter-
mining the sense in which the term *testimony of
Jesus " is employed in Rev. 19:10, can no longer
be a matter of doubt. Certain it is that it does
not signify one thing in the first part of the verse
and another thing in the last part of the verse.
Recalling the fact now that it.is claimed that in

| the latter part of the verse it means the spirit of

this prophecy, or, in other words, the spirit of the
book of Revelation, we inquire for the signification
of the expression, and how it affects the question
at issue. s it replied that the passage thus ren-
dered merely teaches that the ‘“spirit of prophecy”
means the understanding or signification of the
prophecy contained in the book of Revelation?
The answer is, If such is the signification of the
“testimony of Jesus” (or that which is the same
thing,—the spirit of prophecy), then it must be so
understood in the fore part of the verse where it is
also employed. But will such an understanding
of the term in the first portion of the verse harmo-
nize with the obvious sense of the passage? Let
us see. As the terms “spirit of prophecy” and
“testimony of Jesus’ are represented: by the
angel as being synonymous, or meaning the same
thing, it is admissible to interchange them. This
done, the clause will read as follows in the New
Version: * See thou do it not; I am a fellow-ser-
vant with thee, and with thy brethren that hold the

The passage thus rendered represents the angel
as telling John that he was a fellow-servant with
him, and with his brethren who at the time in

question held the signification or understood the
‘meaning of the prophecy of the book of Revelation.

But was such a declaration true to the facts in the
case? The answer is necessarily in the negative;
as at the time when these words were uttered, there
was not a living soul who along with John under-
stood the import or meaning ()% the prophecy con-
tained in the book of Revelation. . Because, in the
first place,’ the prophecy -itself was not yet com-

‘plete, since subsequently to that point of time the

subject matter contained in the balance of chapter
19 and chapters 20, 21, and 22, were yot to be re-
vealed; secondly, it was impossible that John

should have any brethren at that time who in com-

mon with him understood the meaning of the
prophecy; for he himself was yet in-vision, and
could not, therefore, comprehend its import. - Nay,
more, it is manifestly true that even when he had
passed out of the state of vision, the larger portion
of the book of Revelation must have been entirely
enigmatical to him, as it treated of events and na-
tions still in the womb of a distant future. It has
been reserved until modern times for men to make
a right application of mueh of the book of Rev-

-elation, and, indeed, it is quite certain that

there are still some portions of it which are not
fully understood. But even were it all understood
at the present time, that would not help the mat-
ter. Said the angel, “I am a fellow-servant with
thee, and with thy brethren that Zold the testimony
of Jesus.” Mark it!
brethren that are to hold; <. e., at some future
time, but he says that hold ; <. e., that hold it now,
or at this time. The verb is in the present tense,
and applied to that which was taking place when
John and the angel were talking together.

To recapitulate: If the testimony of Jesus in the
latter part of theverse means an understanding of
the book of Revelation, then it means the same
thing in the first part of the verse, but this cannot
be the case, since such a view would make nonsense
of the passage, as it would represent the angel as
telling John that he was the fellow-servant of him

He does not say with thy |

and of his brethren who at that time had an under-
standing of the prophecy contained in the book of
Revelation; whereas, the fact is, that neither
John nor any of his brethren at the time in ques-
tion did understand the import of the prophecy of
that book. Thus much for the argumentum ad
absurdum, or the arguments by which the view
under examination is shown' to- be false, because
otherwise, it would lead to the absurd conclusion
that an angel of God was gnilty of dealing in non-
sense.§

In the preceding numbers of this article, we have
been considering an interpretation of Rev. 19: 10
which would make the phrase “spirit of prophecy”
as used therein, tantamount to the expression
“spirit- of this prophecy.” That interpretation
has been demonstrated to be utterly untenable.

Now we come to the exposition of the passage
presented by S. D. Adventists. It is this: First,
consistency demands that we should understand
the term testimony of Jesus” as signifying the
same in the latter as it does in the former portion
of the passage. Secondly, the angel defines the
“testimony of Jesus”’ in the latter portion of the
passage as meaning the “spirit of -prophecy.”
Thirdly, it must therefore mean the same as the
spirit of prophecy in the first portion of the same
verse.. Fourthly, the spirit of prophecy is conse-
quently the same as the gift of prophecy. Fifthly,
reading the passage conformably to this understand-
ing, it would run as follows: See thou do it not;
I am a fellow-servant with thee and with thy breth-
ren that hold (have) the gift of prophecy; Worship.

‘God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit (gift)
.of prophecy.

~ It will bé observed that such an exposition is in._
harmony with the obvious meaning of the text. -
The meaning conveyed is.neither difficult of com-
prehension nor contrary to the facts in the case.
By it the angel is made to say to John, You must
not worship me; I am not God; Godis the only
person who is worthy to be worshiped. I am sim-
ply your fellow-servant, and the fellow-servant of

_your brethren which have the gift of prophecy,.ar...

are prophets.” o , .
The declarations of the angel thus made are both
pious and Seriptural,—pious, because they indicate
the grand doctrine that not even an angel of God
is to be worshiped, since adoration belongs only to -
Jehovah; Scriptural, because. they are in accord
with the testimony of all the scriptures bearing
upon this subject. That is, the angel tells John.
that which the Bible teaches in a multitude of in- -
stances; namely, that the spirit of prophecy comes
through the ministration of the angels of God;
4. e, that God employs these angelic beings in
communicating to the prophets those things which
he wishes to have revealed to his church. Rev. 1:
1, 3; Dan. 9:20-28. , ‘
By way of corroborating the correctness of the
exegesis presented above, many passages of Script-
ure might be introduced here; but space will only
admit of the presentation of one. In the first
chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul expresses the great
delight which he experienced on account of the
prosperity of the church to whom his epistle was,
directed. That prosperity he attributes to the pos-
session on their part of the gifts of the Spirit..
Those gifts of the Spirit he referred to as being
synonymous with the testimony of Jesus. Here
are his words: “I thank my God always on your
behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by
Jesus Christ, that in everything ye are enriched
by him in all utterance, and in all knowledge;
even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in
you; so that ye come behind in no gift, waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” .
Let the reader observe the language closely

: 3 Another argument to prove that the “ testimony of Jesus’
cannot be restricted in its signification to the understanding of
the book of Revelation might be drawn from the following con-
sideration: The angel says that the testimaony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy. What will be true of one, consequently, will
be true of the other. But the spirit, 4. e., meaning, of the book
of Revelation did not exist until the book itself was written.
It must be equally true, therefore, if the testimony of Jesus was
the same as the spirit of prophecy, that the testimony of Jesus
did not exist until the book of Revelation was brought into be-
ing; % e., A. D, 95. That such a proposition is absurd, however, is

. demonstrated when we call attention to the fact that Paul states

that the Corinthian church had the testimony of Jesus Christ
in A. ». 59; or thirty-six years before the book of Revelation
was composed. - 1 Cor. 1:1-8, S
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The testimony of Jesus, Paul says, is confirmed in
you, so that ye come behind in no gift: Here the
possession of the testimony of Jesus is said to secure
to them the gifts. That those gifts were the gifts
of the Spirit is made certain by the language
employed in the connection, since they are said to
enrich the church “in all utterance and in all
knowledge.” Thus we are enabled to show that
when we understand the angel as defining the tes-
timony of Jesus to be the gift of prophecy, our ex-
egesis is in harmony with the testimony of Paul.
Stepping.outside of the Bible for a moment, it is
possible to prove that Paul and Jobn did not
originate the theory that the testimony of Jesus is
the same as the spirit of prophecy. The Talmud,
which is made up of the Mishna and Gemara, or
the laws handed down by tradition from Moses
with comments thereupon by Jewish Doctors, fur-
nishes frequent illustrations of the use of the term
““gpirit of prophecy,” of such a character as to leave
no-doubt that they understood that it meant the.
gift of prophecy. In speaking of the sons of Zerah,
the. Targum says: “These wereall chief men ; and
on them the spirit of prophecy rested.” (See
Clarke’s ‘notes on 1 Chron. 2:6.) Again, in
speaking of the disciples of Jabez, mentioned in 1
Chron. 2:55, the l'argum says that they were
called ¢ Sucathim, because they were overshadowed
by the spirit of prophecy.” (See Clarke’s notes in
loco.) - Ounce more: of the epithets applied to
Moses by Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh, who
‘rescued him from the Nile and brought him up, the
Targum says that she ¢ called him these names by
the spirit of prophecy, for she became a proselyte.”
—Idem, 1 Chron. 4:18. Finally, in 1 Chron.
28 :12, where, in speaking of the pattern of the
temple given to David, it is said that it was given
to-him -by ‘the Spirit, the Targum has it “by the
spirit of prophecy which was with him.”—Zdem in
loco. . '
The foregoing citations settle the point that
Jewish writers, in common with the apostles of
-Chirist;—wepe- in the habit of using the phrase
“spirit of ‘prophecy,” and applying the same to
“that inspiration from the Almighty which takes
"possession  of the minds of men,-enlightening and
controlling them. It matters not for the pur-
poses of this argument whether we locate the origin
of the Targim during the Jewish captivity at
Babylon, four hundred and fifty-seven years before
Christ, or, subsequently to the first advent. In
either case the result is the same, -since it would
be absurd to argue that the Jews would have bor-
rowed this term  from .the Christians, whom they
hated with an inveteracy scarcely equaled. In
other words, take whichever view you please, it is
certain that the Targumists applied the term *spirit
of prophecy "' to the prophetic gift, because such an
application was common among the Jews in their
day, and no doubt had been made ages before
this time. Such being the fact, then the term
“ gpirit of prophecy ” as employed by John in Rev.
19:10, was thus employed in that place by the
Holy Spirit, because it was a term which had a
well-defined meaning, which exactly expressed the
idea Inspiration designed to convey when John had
his vision in Patmos; namely, that the prophetic
gift was identical with the testimony of Jesus, and
that it was the office work of the holy angels under
God to impart such gifts to men.

By two distinet routes, therefore, we are led to
the conclusion that the angel meant to be under-
stood as saying that the testimony of Jesus is in a
general sense the same as the prophetic gift. The
first of these lay along the line of the obvious sense
of the passage. That is, it has been shown that to
interpret the angel as teaching that the testimony
of Jesus meant an understanding of the prophecy
of the book of Revelation, would make nonsense of
the’ whole passage, and bring us in conflict with

the actual facts as they then existed, since it would |.

render it necessary for us to admit that John and
the prophets of this time understood the import of
the book of Revelation, even before the book itself
was fully revealed. The second line of argument|
runs parallel with the usage of the Jewish nation in
the matter of language, showing that the standard
authorities among the Hebrews employed the term
“gpirit of prophecy ” uniformly in the sense of the

outline some of the more striking points of the

facts :—

the case, we appeal to you to provide yourself with

“ gift of prophecy ”” in the days of the apostles, and
that when the Holy Spirit employed that phrase
(there being no proof to the contrary) it was unde-
niably done with the expectation that it -would be
received in its commonly accepted and most obvious
sense.

Thus, candid reader, we bave given you in brief

faith of 8. D. Adventists, and a few of the Teasons
why they believe that which they do believe. As
you have accompanied us, you have been made
aware that they claim to be the remnant people
spoken of in Rev. 12:17 and Rev. 14:9-12.
You have also been made aware that their claims
to this identification rest upon the following

1. They havearisen at the right time; 2. They
claim to be keeping the commandments of God;
3. They make good their claim by observing. the
fourth or Sabbath commandment as well as the
rest of the commandments,—a thing which is not
true of the orthodox world gencrally; 4. They
have had in their midst the spirit of prophecy since
the time of their rise, as is shown by the fact that
the pbenomenon which they claim to be such can:
be demonstrated to be genuine by the application
to it of all the Seripture tests.

In the present article you have seen how one of
the most ingenious efforts of the opponents of this
gift to dispose of the same on the ground that.the
gift of prophecy is not alluded to 1 Rev. 19: 10
and 12: 17 under the term “testimony of Jesus,”
has been met and utterly overthrown. ~With equal
ease all other objections commonly urged against
the faith of S. D. Adventists-can be successfully
answered. If you would be satisfied that such is

the publications of the denomination in question,
for the purpose of giving them- a careful and
prayerful reading, and testing all their teachings
by the word of God. If it is true that God is at
the present time raising up a_ people who keep his

commandments, while others are breaking them, |

and if it be true that he i§ speaking to that people
through the gift of prophecy, assuredly it is desir-
able that you should be made acquainted with these
facts. .

A Few of the Epitheis which Eld. Mec-
Learn applies to Sr. White
and her Work.

TAKEN FROM THE ‘*‘ ADVOCATE” AND 8 ‘‘BXTRA.”

“Mgs. WaITE and her illiterate dupes.”
“Her contradictory and childish effusions.”

“What do the 8. D. Adventist people mean by uphold-
ing a woman in guch glaring inconsistences and blasphe-
mous pretensions ?” T

“In her interpretation of that vision, she is dishonest.”

“We have been imposed upon by Mrs. White and her
backers.” : .

“You cannot cover such crooked tracks as Mrs. White
has made for you.”

“In the name of common consistency, What do the S. |
D. Adventist people mean by accepting and covering up
this work of deception?”

“You are educated to deceive by\means of her blasphe-
mous pretensions.” ) ) ]

“Why will not the people arise in the majesty of their
‘blood-bought rights,” and shake off this destructive in-
cubus?” ) ] o

“Her popish clatms to infallibility.” '

“Mrs. White’s tyrannical and unreasoning domination.”

“The people upon whom she now foists her imposi-
tions.” )

““The glaring -inconsistencies and palpable contradic-
tions you see in Mrs. White’s course.” -

““Heaven-insulting pretensions to the infallibility of
Mrs. White’s contradictory statements.”

“Using the sacred name of Deity in connection with
her soul-destroying deceptions.” - :

The above citations from Eld. Mc Learn’s pen
have been grouped together, and printed, simply to
show the nature of the spirit by which he is at
present controlled. Such an outburst of malevo-|
lence would hardly be éxpected in his case. May
God pity him. - N G. W. A

From the Revimw of May 1, 1883,
To Whom It ‘may Concern.

My attention bas been called to a tract written
by J. 8. Green, in which he seeks to convey the
impression that Eld. James White appropriated to
his own use and benefit a certain portion of the
property which my husband assigned to him with
the understanding that it should be used exclusively
for the benefit of the cause.

I wish it distinetly understood that I have no
sympathy with-the writer of that tract in his
attack upon Eld. White and wife, and that I am
perfectly satisfied with the disposition.which has
been made of my husband’s estate, believing, as I
do, that it has been disposed of as nearly in harmony
with the wish of my deceased husband as was pos-
sible under the circumstances, .

_The time was when, through a misapprehension
of the facts in the case, I was led to do and say
things which I very much regret at. the present
time. That which causes me the tost pain is the
circumstance that the name of my husband is em-
ployed to injure a cause which was dearer to him
than hig life, and to scandalize .those whom he
loved, and in whom he had the most implicit confi-
deuce. . .

So far as my personal interest in the estate of
my husband is concerned, I wish to say that I have
not the slightest cause for complaint, as I have
been dealt with even more liberally by those who
have managed his estate than was provided for by
the terms of his will. Appig P. Harvey.

COMPANION 10 THE REVISED VERSION

"ENGLISH NEW TESTAMENT,

EXPLAINING THE

) ﬁ?&iﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂhﬁ Changes Made in the Revised Edition. l

s
By ALEXANDEL . ROBERTS, D, 1.,

 ofessor of Humanity, St. Andrew’s, and Member of the New Testa-
ment ‘Qomp any. :

Vith BExplanations of the Appendix to the Revised New Testament,
which contains the Changes Suggested by the American Com’
mittee, but which were not assented to by the English
Commitiee. By a Member of the Anerican
Committee of Revision, who is well
acquainted with al the facts,
having beén connceted
with the work from
the beginning.

Dr, Chambers, of New York, says of this boolc: *“Many persons
wve expressed a desire that shmultaneously with -the igsue of the
Revised New Testament, there should appear an authentic_cxplana-
ion of the reasors for such changes as will be found in iis %ages.
c’he work of Dr. Roberts is exactly fitted to meet this degire. Under
hie heads of alterations due to a revised text, and those due to a new
ranslation, the author furnishes a clear and petspicuouns statement
vhich will give to the English reader all the light on the subject
vhich.the case admits.” .
Paper, octavo size, 25¢.  Cloth, 16mo. 75¢.

REVIEW & HERALD, Batile Creek, Mich.,

Address ile Or »
Or, PAOIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

QUARTO, 838 PAGES. 285 ENGRAVINGS.

THE PICTORIAL CHILDS BIBLE. -

~= BEING A —

Conseeutive Arrangement of the Narralive and other portions of
the 0ld and New Testarnents, in the words of the
Authorized Version,

Embelished with nearly 300 Fine Engravings and Maps.

This is a most beautiful book for children of all ages, and a very

Valuable elp to Primary Teachers of
Sabbath-school Classes.

The text is In Great Primer type, and is printed on heavy, calen-
dered paper, making a'large and elegant volume, quarto size, of 838

pages. * ) .
‘While the Bible is a book for all, there are some parts of it which
are as milk for babes, and some ag strong meut for men, The pub
lishers of the ** Child's Bible ™ have endeavored to put in consecutive
form such portions of the Holy Scriptures as seem best adapted to the
wants and capacities of ehildhood, in the words of the Bible text.
And where the sense requires it; words and clauses have been insert-
¢d in'brackets, sometimes as summaries of what has been omitted,
and gometites as connecting links. .
Believing that the youth should know at what cost the English Bi-
ble was wgn and preserved for them, there has been prefixed to this
edition an account of the Sacred Scriptures fron the. lime of their ori-
gin to the present day, proniinence being given to the struggle of the-
English Heformers for its translation into the English language. .
The numerous engravings were executed by the best artists of this
country and of England and France, They will assist in interesting .
children in the text, and will aid in the instruction of those too young

to read.
Address, REVIEW AND HERALD,
Battle Oreek, Mich.
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