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" Then titey that feared the Lord spake often one to another ; and the 

Lord hearkened, and heard 't, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name."-.-Mal. 3:16. 

PRESE-NT DUTY AND THE COMING 

BY Hits. HIM E. G. WHITE. 

" AND because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold." The very atmosphere is 
polluted with sin. Soon God's people will be tested 
by fiery trialS, and the great proportion of those 
who now appear to be genuine and true will prove 
to be base metal. Instead of being strengthened 
and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, 
they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. 
The promise is, "Them that honor me I will honor." 
Shall we be less firmly attached to God's law be-
cause the world at large have attempted to make 
it void ? 

"Here is the patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus." Rec. 14:12. 
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THE FATHER'S PITY. 

THROUGH woof of gloom and sorrow, 
Through warp of pain and tears, 

There flashes bright a silver thread 
Amid the flying years ; 

For as a father pitieth 
The children of his love, 

So with compassion failing not, 
God watches from above, 

And sees our need and weakness, 
And not in vengeful wrath 

Sends down the dark calamity 
That blocks the tangled path. 

But ever wise to guide us, 
And always full of love, 

A Father's tender pity seeks 
To draw our thoughts above. 

Sweet, when our hearts are heavy, 
Clear, though our eyes are dim,—

The old, old word of blessed trust 
Which lifts us up to Him. 

How dear, when flesh is failing, 
That breath of heavenly Dove, 

Which whispers in the silent hour 
Of God's paternal love! 

Life bath its desert shadow, 
Its interspace of tears; 

And yet a sunburst often breaks, 
And scatters swift our fears. 

For as a father pitieth 
The children of his love, 

So God, our Father, watcheth us 
With pity from above. 

Our feeble frame he knoweth, 
Remembereth we are dust; 

And evermore his face is kind, 
His ways are ever just. 

In evil and in blindness, 
Through darkened maze we rove, 

But still...our Father leads us home, 
By strength of mighty love. 

—111.argaret R. Sangster, iaa S. S. times. 

Already-the judgments of God are abroad in the 
land, as seen in storms, in floods, in temppsts, in' 
earthquakes, in perils by land and by sea. The. 
great I AM is speaking to those who make void 
his law. When God's wrath is poured out upon 
the earth, who will then be able to stand .?Now 
is the time for God's people to show themselves 
true to principle. When the religion of Christ is 
most held in contempt, when his law is most de- 
spised, then should our zeal be the warmest and 
our courage the most unflinching. To stand in 
defense of truth and righteousness when the ma-
jority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord 
when champions are few,—this will be .our test. 
At this time we must gather warmth from the 
coldness of others, courage from their cowardice. 
and loyalty from their treason. The nation will 
be on the side of the great rebel leader. 

The days of purification of the church are hasten-
ing on apace. God will have a people pure and 
true. In the mighty sifting soon to take place, we 
shall be better able to measure the strength of 
Israel. The signs reveal that the time is- near 
when the Lord •will manifest that his fan is in his 
hand, and that he soon will thoroughly purge his 
floor. 

The days are fast approaching when there will 
be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed 
in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very 
elect. There will be gods many and lords many. 
Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. 

With unerring accuracy, the Infinite- One keeps 
an account with all nations. While his mercy is 
tendered with calls to repentance, this account will 
remain open ; but when certain limit which God 
has fixed is reached, the ministry of his wrath 
commences. The account is closed. Divine pa-
tience ceases. There is no more pleading for mercy 
in their behalf. 

The prophet, lookina
6 
 down the ages, had this , 

time presented before his vision. The nations of 
this age have been the recipients of unprecedented 
mercies. The choicest of Heaven's blessings have 
been given them ; but increased pride, covetousness, 
idolatry, contempt of God, and base ingratitude, 
are written against them. They are fast closing up 
their account with God. 

But that which causes me to tremble, is the fact 
that those who, have had the greatest light and 
privileges have become contaminated by the pre-
vailing iniquity. Influenced by the unrighteous 
around them, many, even of those who profess the 
trutt, have grown cold, and are borne down by the 
strong current of evil. The universal scorn thrown 
upon true piety and holiness, leads those who do 
not connect closely with God to lose their reverence 
for his law. If they were following the light, and,  
obeyin'g the truth -from the_ heart, this holy law 
would seem even more,-precious to them when de-
spised and set aside. '.As the disrespect for God's 
law becomes more manifest, the line of demarkation 
between its observers and the world becomes more 
distinct. Love for the divine precepts increases 
with one class, according as contempt for them in-
creases with the other class. 

The crisis is fast approaching. ; The rapidly 
swelling figures show that the time 'for God's vis-
itations has nearly come. Although loth to pun-
ish, nevertheless he will punish, and that speedily. 
Those who walk in the light will see signs of the 
approaching peril ; but they are not to sit in' quiet, 
unconcerned expectancy of the ruin, comforting 
themselves with the belief that God will shelter  

his people in the day of visitation. Far .from it. 
They should realize that it is their duty to labor 
diligently to save others, looking with strong faith 
to God for help. 

The command is, "Go through the midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a 
mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and 
that cry for all the abominations that be done in 
the midst thereof." These sighing, crying ones 
had been holding forth the words of life ; they had 
reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who 
had been dishonoring God repented and humbled 
their hearts before him. But the glory of the 
Lord had departed from Israel. Although many 
still continued tke forms of religion, its power and 
presence were lacking. 

In the time when his wrath shall go forth in 
judgments, the humble, devoted followers of Christ 
will be distinguished from the rest of the world by 
their soul-anguish, which will be expressed in 
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. 
While others try to throw a cloak over the exist-
ing evil, and excuse the great wickedness every-
where prevalent, those who have a zeal for God's 
honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace 
to obtain favor of any. Their righteous souls will 
be vexed day by day with the unholy works and 
conversation of the unrighteous. They will be 
powerless to stop the rushina

6 
 torrent of' iniquity, 

and hence they will be filled with grief and alarm. 
They will mourn before God to see religion despised 
in the very homes of those who have had great 
light. They will lament and afflict their souls be-
cause pride, avarice, selfishness, and deception of 
almost every kind are in the church. 

The class who do not feel grieved over their own 
spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of 
others, will be left without the seal of God. The 
Lord commissions his messengers, the men with 
slaughtering weapons in their hands : "Go ye 
after him through the .city, and smite : let not 
your eye spare, neither have ye pity : slay utterly 
old and young, both maids, and little children, and 
women : but come not near any man upon whom 
is the mark ; and begin at my sanctuary. Then 
they began at the ancient men which were before 
the house." 

Here we see that the church—the Lord's sanct-
uary—was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath 
of God. The ancient men, thOse to whom God had 
given great light;  and who had stood as guardians 
of the spiritual' interestsof the people, had be-
trayed their trust. This shows us that we must 
not look to men for example. We need to stay 
our faith upon God ; for there is just before us a 
time that will try men's Souls. Christ -upon the 
Mount of Olives rehearsed the fearful judgments 
that were to precede his second coming : " Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars." " Nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom ; and there shtfll be famines, and pesti-
lences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these 
are the beginning of sorrows." While these proph-
ecies received a partial fulfillment at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, they have a more direct appli-
cation in the last days. 

John also was a witness of the terrible scenes 
that will take place as signs of Christ's coming. 
HO saw armies mustering for battle, and men's 
hearts failing them for fear. Ile saw the earth 
moved out of its place, the mountains carried into 
the midst of the sea, the waves thereof roaring and 
troubled, and the mountains shaking with the 
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t swelling thereof. He saw th vials of God's wrath 
opened, and pestilence, fam ne, and death come 
upon the inhabitants of the earth. 

Already the restraining Spirit of God is being 
withdrawn from the earth. Hurricanes, storms, 
tempests, fire and flood, dIsasters by sea and land, 
follow each other in (pack succession. Science 
seeks to explain all theSe. The signs thickening 
around us, telling of the near approach of the Son 
of God, are attributed to any other than the true 
cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels re-
straining the four winds that they may not blow 
until the servants of God are sealed ; but when 
God shall bid his angels loose the winds, there will 
be such a scene of his avenging wrath as no pen 
can picture.  

We are standing on the threshold of great and 
solemn events. Prophecy is fast fulfilling. The 
Lord is at the door. There is soon to open before 
us a period of overwhelming interest to all living. 
The controversies of the past are to be revived. 
New controversies will arise. The scenes to be en-
acted in our world are not even dreamed of. Sa-
tan is at work through human agencies. Those 
who are making so great efforts to change the Con-
stitution and secure a law enforcing the first day of 
the week little realize what will be the result. A 
crisis is just upon us. 

But God's servants are not to trust to them-
selves in this great emergency. In the visions 
given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John, we see 
how closely heaven is connected with the events 
transpiring upon the earth. We see the care of 
God for those who are loyal to him. The program 
of coming events is in the hands of the Lord ; the 
world is not without a ruler. The Majesty of 
heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the 
concerns of his church, in his own hands. 

Brethren, it is no time now .for mourning and 
despair, no time to yield to doubt and unbelief. 
Christ is to us not a Saviour in Joseph's new 
tomb, closed with a great stone, and sealed with 
the Roman seal. We have a risen. Saviour. He 
is the King, the Lord of hosts ; he sitteth be-
tween the cherubim, and amid the strife and tu-
mult of nations he guards his people still. He 
who rules in the heavens is our Saviour. He 
measures every trial. He watches the furnace fire 
that must test every soul. When the strongholds 
of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of 
God's wrath shall strike through the hearts of his 
enemies, his people have the assurance that they 
are safe in his hands. In patience they are to 
possess their souls. 

Those whom God employs as his messengers are 
not to feel that his work is dependent upon them. 
Finite men are not left to carry this burden of re-
sponsibility. In Ezekiel's vision, God had his 
hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is 
to teach his servants that it is divine power that 
gives them success. He will work with them if 
they will put away iniquity, and become pure in 
heart and life. The heavenly messengers seen by 
Ezekiel, like a bright light going among the living 
creatures with the swiftness of lightning, repre-
sent the speed with which this work will finally go 
for ward to completion. He who slumbers not, 
who is continually at work for the accomplish-
ment of His designs, can carry forward His great 
work harmoniously. That which appears to finite 
minds entangled and complicated, the Lord's-hand 
can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways 
and means to thwart the purposes of wicked coun-
selors, and those who plot out mischief. 

Those who are called to responsible positions in 
the work of God often feel that they are carrying 
heavy burdens, when they may have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that Jesus carries them all. We 
permit ourselves to feel altogether too much care, 
trouble, and perplexity in the Lord's work. We 
need to trust him, believe in him, and go forward. 
The tireless vigilance of the heavenly messengers, 
their unceasing employment in their ministry in 
connection with the beings of earth, show us how 
God's hand is guiding the wheel within a wheel. 
The divine Instructor is saying to every actor in 
his work, as he said to Cyrus of old, "I girded 
thee, though thou hast not known me." 

Men are not to take credit to themselves for the 
success of their labors. The clear, sharp thought, 
the wisdom to plan and execute, are of the ability 
that God giveth. God is the Master-worker ; men 
are only the instruments in his hand. It is his 
mind that is working through all who yield them- 

selves to his control. While we are to act our 
part by improving to the utmost every talent com-
mitted to us, we have nothing which we have not 
received of God, and we should give him all the 
glory. 

The important future is before us. To meet its 
trials and temptations, and to perform its duties, 
will require great faith, energy, and perseverance. 
But we may triumph gloriously ; for not one 
watching, praying, believing soul will be ensnared 
by the devices of the enemy. All heaven is inter-
ested in our welfare, and waits our demand upon 
its wisdom and strength. Neither wicked men nor 
evil spirits can hinder the work of God or shut out 
his presence from his people, if they will, with sub-
dued, contrite hearts, confess and put away their 
sins, and in faith claim his promises. Every op-
posing influence, whether open or secret, may be 
successfully resisted, " not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." If the 
Lord, had a company of workers who would rely 
wholly upon him, he would accomplish a great work 
through them. One could chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight. God is just as 
willing now as anciently to work through human 
efforts, and to accomplish great things through 
weak instrumentalities. We' shall not gain the 
victory through numbers, but through full sur-
render of the soul to Jesus. We are to go for-
ward in his strength, trusting in the mighty God 
of Israel. 

In the time of trial just before us, God's pledge 
of security will be placed upon those that have kept 
the word of his patience. If you have complied 
with the conditions of God's word, Christ will be 
to you a refuge from the storm. He will say to 
his faithful ones, " Come, my people, enter thou 
into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee ; 
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until 
the indignation be overpast." The Lion of Judah, 
whose wrath will be so terrible to the rejecters of 
his grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient 
and faithful. The pillar of cloud will speak terror 
and wrath to the transgressor of God's law, but 
light and mercy and deliverance to those who have 
kept his commandments. The Arm strong to smite 
the rebellious, will be strong to delivers the loyal. 
Every faithful one will surely be gathered. " He 
shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other." 

Brethren, you to whom the truths of God's word 
have been opened, what part will you act in this 
momentous time of the closing scenes of earth's his-
tory? Are you awake to these solemn realities ? 
Do you realize the grand work of preparation that 
is going on in heaven and earth I Let all who 
have received the light, who have had the oppor-
tunity of reading and hearing the prophecy, take 
heed to keep those things that are written therein ; 
" for the time is at hand." Let none now venture 
to tamper with sin, or remain in a state of leth-
argy and stupid indifference. Let not the destiny 
of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. Know 
for yourselves that you are fully on the Lord's side. 
Let the inquiry go forth from sincere hearts and 
trembling lips, Who shall be able to stand ? Have 
you, in the precious hours of probation mercifully 
granted you, been putting the very best material 
into your character-building ? Have you been 
purifying your souls from every stain I Have you 
followed the light I Have your works corresponded 
with your profession of faith ? 

It is possible to be a formal, partial believer, and 
yet be found wanting, and lose eternal life. It is 
'possible to practice some of the Bible injunctions, 
and be regarded as a Christian, and yet perish be-
cause you are lacking in essential qualifications 
that constitute Christian character. The destroy-
ing angels have the commission from the Lord, " Be-
gin at my sanctuary." And " they began at the 
ancient men which were before the house." If the 
warnings which, God has given are neglected or re-
garded with indifference, if you suffer sin to -be 
cherished, you are sealing your soul's destiny ; you 
will be weighed in the balances and found want-
ing. Grace, peace, and pardon will be withdrawn 
forever ; Jesus will have passed by, never again to 
come within the reach of your prayers and entreat-
ies. While mercy still lingers, while Jesus is 
making intercession for us, let us make thorough 
work for eternity. 

Torre Pettier, Italy. 

THOUGHT. 

BY W. 5. CHAPMAN. 

OUR Lord makes the emphatic statement that 
only the obedient shall enter the kingdom. Matt. 
7 : 21. He cautions us, in view of this, to be 
perfect in our sphere, even as the Father is in his. 
Matt. 5 : 48. It behooves us, therefore, to strive 
to attain to this perfection. James tells us that a 
perfect man is he who offends not in word (chap. 
3 : 2) ; and Paul defines the duty of such a man 
to be the "bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ." 2 Cor. 10 : 5. 

Webster defines wo9V to be " the spoken sign 
of a conception or idea ; " and an idea, he says, is 
"a thought ; " and that thought is "the act of 
thinking ; " and to think is " to reflect upon any 
subject." 

'The perfection, then, of obedience, is the bring-
ing into subjection to Christ, not only every out-
ward action, but also every inward reflection. 
That this is so, is certain from what Christ said : 
" Every idle word [outward sign of an inward re-
flection] that men shall speak, they shall give ac-
count thereof in the day of Judgment." 

Webster defines idle to be, " unprofitable," "not 
called into active service." Now, as Paul tells us 
that whatsoever we do, we should do all to the 
honor and glory of God (1 Cor. 10 : 31), I infer 
that an idle word or reflection is one this un-
profitable because it cannot be used in the service 
of God or be made to redound to his honor or glory. 

If every reflection of the mind that has not God 
and his honor and glory for a foundation, is to be 
taken into account, at the Judgment, it would seem 
to be, on the face of it, like a " hard saying." This, 
however, cannot be ; for we know that God does 
not demand impossibilities. 

The asse4tion may be made that as thoughts are 
created without action on the part of the individual, 
being an involuntary production, it cannot be just 
to exact an accountability for that over which a 
human being can have no control. This sounds 
like plausible reasoning, but science proves the 
argument to be untrue, and without foundation in 
fact. It is true, however, that the thoughts stored 
up in the brain will present themselves unbidden ; 
but the fact must not be lost sight of, that their 
existence in the brain is due to action on the part 
of the individual, which necessarily involves ace 
countability. If evil in nature, their existence is 
a sin for which pardon and justification through 
repentance and grace must be sought from God, 
the same as for any other sin. Justification ob-
tained, it is the duty of the individual to crowd 
out these offensive thoughts, by substituting better 
and more profitable ones. 

Physiologists tell us that the brain is made up 
of some twelve hundred million cells, or a series of 
cell groups, and that each one of these cells is a 
living creature, and has a certain specific work or 
office to perform. It is also stated that thought 
has its commencement outwardly. That " the eye, 
ear, organs of touch, smell, and taste, and other 
sense organs, receive impressions from the external 
world, each carrying to the brain the particular 
impression which it is fitted to convey. The eye 
conveys impressions of light, the ear of sound, etc. 
These impressions are received,, through the me-
dium of the nerves, by certain groups of cells lying 
at the base of the brain, which are designed for 
this purpose. One group 'receives impressions of 
light, and of all the sensations which can be re-
ceived through the eye. It can receive these kinds 
of impressions, and no others. The same may be 
said with respect to each of the other senses.. The 
special organs which receive these impressions 
transmit them, through connecting branches, to 
the intellectual part of the brain, where they are 
recognized as light, sound, odor, etc.,--and this is 
thought." 

Thinking calls the brain cells into , action, and 
by their combination with each other, several cells 
act together, the impression being divided among 
a group of cells. The depth of impression, there-
fore, will vary according to the number of cells 
interested, or, in other words, according to the 
depth of the consideration given by the individual 
to the subject ; so when a cell awakens to the 
memory of a fact, it wakens all the others that 
were interested with it at the time the impression 
was received, each one remembering the part in-
trusted to it, and all, by a. combination, producing 
the fact in its entirety. 
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The brain cells are wasting away continually, 
and being replaced by others, whose structure is 
molded from those of their predecessors. If, there-
fore, an impression received into the brain is al-
lowed to remain dormant, then in the structure of 
each succeeding cell it will grow weaker and weaker, 
until it disappears entirely, and the cell becomes 
receptive to a new and different impression. 

The foregoing proves, it seems to me, that the 
impressions made upon the brain are tha result of 
action on the part of the individual. It is evident, 
therefore, that thought is not only a matter of 
control, but of education ; and as the basis of all 
action is desire, it is also evident that there is a 
moral responsibility and accountability attached to 
thought, for there can be neither where there is not 
volition. If we do not desire to do a certain thing, 
we have the power to refrain from doing it. We 
have the power to act or refrain from acting ; and 
as action, on our part, is the basis of thought, we 
have the power to think or not to think an idle 
thought ; therefore God says, substantially, that 
we shall be accountable for the action which results 
in thought. 

As viewed in this light, how consistent the 
prayer of David seems !—" 0 God, thou hast taught 
me from my youth : and hitherto have I declared 
thy wondrous work." "Let my mouth be filled 
with thy praise, and with thy honor -all the day." 
" And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness, 
and of thy praise all the day long." Ps. 71 : 17, 
8 ; 35 : 28. He well knew that if he walked hum-
bly and prayerfully before God, his evil thoughts 
would weaken and fade away, and be replaced by 
those of purer mold, the result of action on his 
part (in the service of God) ; so that every time 
he opened his lips he would give expression to 
those pure thoughts, and thus literally fill his 
mouth with praises to God ; hence his earnest 
plea to be kept steadfast in purpose and pure in 
action. 

A MODERN EXCUSE. 

BY ELD. A. 0. TAIT. 

ONE of the cloaks underneath which much error 
is hiding now-a-days, is the idea that a man has a 
right to believe as he pleases. We certainly have 
a right to search for evidence, and believe anything 
for which there is a sound reason upon which to 
base our belief ; but to take some pet notion, and, 
just because we desire to have it so, say that we 

,believe it and therefore it is "true to us if we are 
only sincere in our belief," is a fatal delusion. A 
reason for our sincere belief in any theory is the 
first and necessary thing, and is much more im-
portant than our sincerity. God says, " Let us 
reason together " (Isa. 1 : 18) ; and those who are 
deluded into the idea that they can believe just 
what they please regardless of reason, will have to 
meet this statement in the Judgment. Tien they 
may be terrified to see that their greatest object in 
this life was to gratify their own desires, and to 
move in the popular current ; and that in order to 
stifle the promptings of conscience, they tried to 
hide behind the excuse that "only to believe is all 
that is necessary," and that " we have a right to 
believe as we please." 

We leave no right to believe contrary to fact 
and evidence. A man living in a red house has 
no right to believe it is white. If one man has a 
white horse worth two hundred dollars, and an-
other has a black one worth fifty, the man own-
ing the fifty-dollar horse has no right to shut-  his 
eyes and say he believes the two-hundred-dollar 
horse is black and the fifty-dollar one is white, and 
so take the two-hundred-dollar horse.. If he should 
act in this silly manner, and the matter should be 
brought to -trial, the court Would surely decide 
that his eyes were intended for use, and that he 
had no reason for believing anything so palpably 
false. Yet men will talk and act just as foolishly 
about matters of spiritual discernment, and fancy 
they will come out all right in the Judgment. 

We should not say we believe or disbelieve any-
, thing till we have first informed ourselves upon 

the subject, and then we can not only say we be-
lieve, but tell why we believe. Many of those 
who boast so much of their right to believe certain 
things in regard to the Bible, are almost wholly ig-
norant of its contents ; and if they do chance to be 
enlightened, their bigotry and prejudice still hold 
them, and they again break forth in the refrain, 

" I have a right to believe as I please." Let us 
remember that there is One who can weigh 
thoughts and motives, and that these flimsy excuses 
are all to pass beneath his searching eye. 

THE SABBATH CONTROVERSY IN RHODE ISLAND FIFTY 
YEARS AGO, 

aria following is a poetical contest on the Sabbath question, be-
tween a Friend and a Seventh-day Baptist, which appeared in the 
Christian Palladium fifty years ago. It shows that some of the mod-
ern objections to the seventh-day Sabbath aro not fresh inventions, 
but gray-headed old cavils.—En. REVIEW.] 

From the Friend 
" And now to show that seventh-day command 

Was never meant for all in every land, 
I '11 call the mind into the polar ray, 
Where six long months describe the nat'ral day, 
Each night the same; how then's the Sabbath therel 
Or how '11 their time with Moses' law compare? 
A day and night there constitute a year, 
Which doth include above three hundred here; 
Then if some sacred parts of time there are, 
Which days.here in the milder zone declare, 
How can they properly define them there? 
And still some other reasons will arise, 
And show how time revolves around the skies; 
That if a man should take a western route, 
And fully circumvolve the earth about, 
Then his account with ours would not agree; 
His seventh day to us would sixth day be. 
But if an eastern course one traverse round 
This globe of earth, it clearly will be found 
When he returns (if he return at all), 
His seventh day will on our first day fall: 
So that in foreign lands it doth appear, 
Part of their seventh day is first-day here; 
Therefore, no certain space can be defined, 
A universal rest for all mankind. 
Hence, clear it is, the Israelite commands, 
Which were of old dispensed by Moses' hands, 
Were local precepts to a certain race, 
And not enjoined on man in every place." 

The Answer. 
"Now what you say respecting polar clime 

Appears to me but a delusive rhyme; 
You call us off into a certain place, 
Which is no dwelling for the human race. 
Of consequence, we this conclusion draw, 
That where no people is, there needs no law; 
Yet were men there, did they but understand 
The thing that's meant when God doth give command, 
'T would be their duty strictly to obey, 
Whether 't was always night or always day. 
Now when this earth did first begin to run, 
Shifting its sides toward the radiant sun, 
One side was dark, the other side was light; 
The light God &hid day, the darkness night. 
So when it had quite round its center run, 
One day and night were out, the next begun; 
Hence, clear it is, the space of time he meant, 
Was while this earth once round its axis went. 
Then if so be that people could be there, 
And could endure that frigid state of air, 
By certain land-marks they might well compute 
Such parts of time as with God's.law Would suit. 
But since no mortal ever could arrive 
Unto the polar point, and there survive, 
Then sure 't is wrong the Scriptures thus to twist, 
Under pretence of things that can't exist; 
Compassing earth from equinox to pole, 
To make one proselyte, deluded soul, 
When done, more vile, perhaps, by sevenfold, 
As was one wretched proselyte of old; 
For, being taught one holy law to. break 
To break nine more the liberty he'll take; 
And thus go on, and well enough he may, 
If true it is these laws are done away. 

" Excuse me if you think I speak too rash, 
I do not mean so much to use the lash, 
But with plain language strive with all my might, 
On darkened minds to cast a gleam of light. 
The great apostle bids us all beware, 
Lest we be spoiled through philosophic snare, 
And vain deceit, which we may often find, 
Where wrong tradition veils the ' fleeting mind. 

" And now to trace you round this rolling world, 
An eastern and a western route you've twirled, 
And made out nothing by this spacious travel 
But what I call a wretched, foolish cavil. 

' 'T is by the use of reason man has found 
That one this spacious earth may traverse round; 
By that same reason 't is as clearly plain 
That by the route one day he 'Mose or gain. 
When he returns, his day he must correct, 
'T is what we know, and what we must expect; 
But for a man to bring this as a plea, 
That round this earth no Sabbaths there can be, 
Appears' tob weak for men of sense to bring 
Against•the laws of our almighty King. 

"And now to make you clearly understand 
That Sabbath days can be in every land, 
At least those parts where mortals may reside, 
And nowhere else can precept be applied, 
There was a place where first the orb of light 
Appeitrecl to rise and westward take his flight; 
That moment in that place the day began, 
And as he in his circuit westward ran, 
Or rather as the earth did eastward spin, 
To parts more westward daylight did begin; 

And thus, at different times, from place to place, 
First day began, it clearly was the case; 
And I should think a man must be a dunce 
To think that day began all round at once; 
So that in foreign lands it doth appear 
There was a first day there as well as here, 
And if there was a first the earth around, 
As sure as fate the seventh might be found. 
And thus, you see, it matters not a whit 
To which meridian of the earth we get, 
Since each distinctly had its dawn of light, 
And ever since successive day and night; 
Thus, while our antipodes in darkness sleep, 
We here the true primeval Sabbaths keep." 

TROUBLOUS TIMES: 

BY D. C. BABCOCK. 

THE wall shall be built in troublous times. 
Dan. 9 : 25. Daniel, with a prophetic eye, viewed 
the future work of the professed, people of God. 
It is said in the writings of Jeremiah, also, that 
the children of Israel would be in captivity seventy 
years. As this time drew near its close, Daniel be-
came deeply interested for the deliverance of God's 
people, and presented himself before the Lord in 
deep humility of heart, pleading for his people Is-
rael, that their sins might be forgiven them, and 
that they might return to Jerusalem and build up 
the waste places and rear up the walls thereof. 

While Daniel was thus pleading fore God, and 
meditating over the desolated sane uary and the 
breach in the walls of the beloved city, an angel 
came to him, and said that his petition had been 
heard ; that at the beginning of his supplication 
the commandment came forth, and he had come to 
give him skill and understanding. 

The angel first explains the length of time al-
lotted to the Jewish people, and says this time 
shall*be reckoned from the going forth of the com-
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem. This 
commandment we find was given in full in 457 
B. C., when Ezra went up with letters from Ar-
taxerxes, king of Persia, to Jerusalem, to complete 
the house of God and build up the walls thereof. 
Under this decree were all the privileges necessary 
for a complete restoration of the city. 

But the hearts of the children of Israel were 
turned from the true God by their mingling with 
other nations contrary to the authority of Heaven, 
and the work ceased. When the news reached the 
ears of Nehemiah that the work at Jerusalem was 
discontinued, he mourned and fasted, and sought 
the Lord earnestly, and day and night confessed 
the sins of Israel, and asked that he might have 
favor in the eyes of the king. The Lord granted 
the petition. And whatsoever things he asked of 
the king, they were granted him. Thus favored, 
he went to Jerusalem to complete, amid trials and 
persecutions, the work which might have been ac-
complished in a time of peace and safety? 

So with the people of God in these last days. 
The work that might have been done under favor-
able circumstances must now be accomplished in 
the face of the enemy, with the laws of the land 
against us. As a twofold work was before Israel, 
in which they worked with one hand and wielded 
the sword with the other, so with the workers in 
the Third Angel's Message ; they cannot build up 
the breach in the law of God without contending 
with the enemies of all truth. Where once the 
truth of God could have been proclaimed undis-
turbed, and souls taken a stand for the truth with-
out molestation, the law of the land is now arrayed 
in opposition. 

A battle is to be fought ; the last great strug-
gle is at hand. Will God's people falter 1 Will 
they draw back 1 Was not the account of the vig-
orous effort put fbrth on the walls of Jerusalem 
recorded as an example for the workers in present 
truth 

There stood their noble commander, commis- 
sioned by the living God to build the walls and re-
store the city,—stood with his trumpeter by his side, 
ready at any time to give warning, should the en- 
emy approach. The work ceased not, day nor 
night. They fought the foe as they worked. The 
enemy looked Upon them with an eye of derision, 
and said : " What do these feeble Jews I will they 
fortify themselves I will they sacrifice 1 will they 
make an end in a day I will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned 1 " 
Neh. 4 : 2. 

When Sanballat had spoken these words against 
the Jews to the armies of Samaria, Tobiah, an 
An:lignite, stood by and said, " Even that which 



4 

20 	 THE REVIEW AND HERALD, 	 4[VoL. 64, No. 2. 

they build, if a fox go up, be shall even break 
down their stone wall." 	But Nehemiah regarded 
not all these rash sayings; but prayed the Lord to 
turn their iniquity upon their own heads. " So built 
we the wall ; and all the wall was joined together 
unto the half thereof : for the people had a mind 
to work." 	Chap. 4 : 6. 	Here is a. lesson for all 
of us who are looking for the Lord. 	" And they 
that shall be of thee shall build the old waste 
places : thou shalt raise up the foundations of 
many generations ; thou shalt be called, The re- 
pairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell 
in." 	Isa. 	58 :12. 

Here we find a work for the people of God to ac- 
complish : old waste places to build up, a breach 
to repair, and the ra-toration of paths to dwell in. 
By the reading of ve, so 13 of this chapter, we find 
the breach to be in the !aw of God, and that it re- 
fers to the Holy Sabbato. 	The Lord sought for a 
man to make up this gap among those who professed 
to be his ministers, but found none. 	Eze. 13 : 4, 5. 
But instead of doing the work the Lord had for 
them, one builded another wall, while others daubed 
it with untempered mortar. 	Eze. 13 :10 ; 22 : 
26, 28. 

While the true servants of God are buildinv
b 
 up 

the gap in his law, or the Sabbath (Isa. 58 :12), 
we find also another class who are building up "a 
false wall or Sabbath (Eze. 13 : 10), and have hid 
their eyes from the true Sabbath of the Lord (Eze. 
22 : 26) ; and at the same time they deride the peo- 
pie of God. 	We have a forcible example of this 
in the language of a clergyman of Napa City, Cal., 
who in his speech before the Methodist Ministerial 
Association, at Healdsburg, Cal., said :— 

" As well might a few ants-undertake to capture 
a large city, as for' these few miserable, ignorant 
fellows to change the Sabbath from the first to the 
seventh day of the week. 	I predict for them a 
short race. 	What we want is law in the matter, 
and we will have it, too ; and when we get the 
power in our hands, we will show these men what 
their end will be." 

Sanballat said : " What do these feeble Jews?" 
and Tobiah sneeringly followed with, " If a fox go 
up, he shall even break down their stone wall." 

In comparing the above quotations, we find that 
those giving the last warning message have the 
same spirit to contend with; the same element to 
meet, as did those engaged in the rebuilding of the 
city of Jerusalem. 

When the news reached the ears of Sanballat 
and Tobiah and the nations around them, that the 
walls of Jerusalem were being closed up, they be- 
came very wroth, and at once took measures to 
prevent it. 	All nations conspired against 	the 
Jews. But says Nehemiah : " We made our prayer 
unto our God, and set a watch against them day 
and night." 	So while the breach in the law of 

array themselves against the people of God. 	The 
dragon voice is already heard. 	The great confed- 
eracy spoken of by Isaiah is being formed. 	At 
present we find some of our fellow-workers impris- 
oned for building up the breach. 	But the cheering 
words of Nehemiah come to us : " Be not ye afraid 
of them ; remember the Lord which is great and 
terrible." 

Reader, the last great struggle is at hand ; shall ' 
we yield to the demands of unjust laws, and receive 
the wrath of God 7 or shall we go forward with his 
people, face the wrath of the dragon, and when 
the conflict is ended, receive a crown of life that 
fadeth not away I 

Greensboro, Md. 

God is being made up, this and other nations will ,  

ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be 
the children of light." John 12 : 36. 	This precept 
was given for the test and faith of his church on 
earth until the close of time. 	Though Jesus was 
personally to leave the world, his Spirit and truth 
were to remain the same, and apply with equal 
force to the present truth and light of the Third 
Angel's Message of Rev. 14 : 9-12, in which are 
involved the highest interests and destinies of all 
mankind. 

This message is a, present truth, standing pre- 
eminent before the world, enforced by the high- 
est'authority of heaven ; and God purposes to give 
the entire world an opportunity to be enlightened 
by it, a fact which is being demonstrated with 
great power and rapidity, and which should be 
well considered. 	It cannot be heeded with too 
great interest or earnestness; for no truth ever 
stood before the world so all-absorbing, and so de- 
cisive for the future glory or destruction of every 
individual ; for it has but two conditions to mark 
their eternal destinies : viz., the keeping of God's 
commandments and the faith of Jesus, which war- 
rants a security in the time of trouble, and an 
abundant entrance into the eternal kingdom ; and 
the worship of the beast and his image, the re- 
ception of his mark, and, also, as a consequence, 
the wine of the wrath of God unmixed with 

, Mercy, and final banishment from his presence into 
the burning flames. 	But, alas 1 how many regard 
it with indifference, or reject it altogether I Many 
try to modify its claims, by seeking for some human 
invention, and resting in false security, like Lot, 
who, when God told him to stay not in all the plain, 
but flee to the mountain lest he be Consumed, seemed 
faint hearted, and desired to take refuge in the lit- 
tle city of Zoar, because it was near. 	Gen 19 : 17— 
20. 	But Lot soon found that nothing short of 
obedience to God's commands would afford him 
security in the trying hour ; for we read in verse 
30 : " And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in 
the mountain, and his two daughters with him : 
for he feared to dwell in Zoar." 

How many of the people of God are professedly 
dwelling in Zoar, perfectly contented in their pres- 
ent faith, which is so mixed with human inventions 
that it comes far short of keeping the command- 
ments of God and the faith of Jesus ; and will no 
more secure peace and safety in the coming con- 
filet, than did Zoar to Lot after God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 	However intent 	souls 
may be to struggle against the light and teaching of 
the Third Angel's Message, and to stifle conviction, 
they will find, to their shame and confusion, that 
God will vindicate his own truth and justice ; for 
his word cannot he broken. 	We beseech you in 
Christ's 	stead, 	" While 	ye 	have light, 	believe 
in the light,-that ye may be the children of light." 

Richmond, N. II 
. 	. 	,.. 

the very questionable and disgusting methods re-
sorted to by some churches to raise money for pro- 
fessedly sacred 	purposes, 	it certainly looks as 
though the mighty call, as recorded in Rev. 18, 
must speedily go forth, and that honest, consbien-
tious Christian people in such societies must sepa-
rate themselves from a communion that they can 
no longer preserve in purity. 

But all these things serve to 	ripen 	up 	the 
harvest near at hand. 	See Matt. 13 : 38-43. 	The 
line of demarkation between God's people, of what-
ever name or denomination, and those who have a 
form of godliness without its power, must be more 
and more distinctly drawn as the end approaches, 
until they stand as evergreen trees, here and there, 
in 	a 	leafless forest. 	See Elle. 13 : 22, 23 ; and 
Mal. 3 : 17, 18. 

- 
MODERN PLATONISTS. 

BY GEO. A. BATES. 

Nov long ago, while attending a Sunday evening 
meeting addressed by a reverend D. D., I was re-' 
minded that Babylon is fallen, is fallen, and is 
soon to become the habitation of devils, and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every un- 
clean and hateful bird. 	Rev. 18 : 2. 	The minister 
took as his text Eph. 3 : 15 : "Of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth- is named." 	He then 
asked, " Who is that family in heaven I—My fa-
ther ! my mother I my brother ! and a multitude 
of other friends gone there before me I " 	thus 
treating the innumerable angelic host with silent 
contempt. 	Then, as if fearing lest some should 
doubt his assertion, he continued : " One night 
while in London, tossing on my pillow, restless 
with fever, sick and alone, my mother apped,red to 
me, laid her hand on trey head, comforting me till 
morning." 	He then emphatically said, "I guess I 
could tell my mother from any one else." 

Further on he stated that a short time before, 
it was his " sad duty to officiate at the funeral of 
a sister in Chicago." 	While writing a report for 
the paper, he asked the husband of the deceased, 
" What is the date of your wife's death ? 	He 
started back with horror, and said : ' My wife is 

dead ! She started for heaven the 	day of not 	 — 
The 	 " I felt --,—.'" 	speaker continued : 	rebuked. 

The brother corrected my theology." 
I was forcibly reminded that it was but the echo 

of the'old Edenic lie, the first on record, and ut- 
tered by the father of lies. 	Gen. 3 : 4 ; John 8 : 
44. 	Many who better understood Bible doctrine 
were anything but pleased with such talk ; but a 
Spiritualist, speaking to me on the subject, was 
very happy, and said he believed the minister told 
the truth. 

Greenvale, Ill. 
- . 

CRUMBS. 
STRANGE DOCTRINE. 

BY B. 0. JAMES. BY A. SMITH. 

IF you wish to be a'king, govern yourself. 
' He who will not improve one talent, would not 

improve five if he had them. 
The patient learner is the one who will teach 

others. 
He that is not thankful for the crumbs, does not 

deserve a good loaf. 
What is your position with regard to temper- 

ance7 	I do not mean to ask, What do you advo- 
? but,What do you practice? eats  	' 	. The Lord honors some of his workers by appoint- 

ing to them the most difficult part of the gospel 
field. 

We may come back to our Father  after having 
strayed from his love. 	Precious mercy 	But we 
cannot go back in the stream of time and undo the  wrongs that cause us to mourn. 

No doubt Satan well knows the weakest point 
in every character ; but if he cannot gain access 
b 	that avenue, he will try another. 	We guard 
against the world and its sensual practices. 	Then 

. he afflicts us, seeks to make us sad, and hopes to 
hear us murmur ; but through grace we assume a 
cheerful frame. 	"Now," ponders Satan, " I have 
it ; he loves a good joke. 	A little nonsense now 
and then, you know. 	I will furnish the material." 
How much we need to watch and pray always ! 

RECENTLY, 	at the 	Congregational church in 
Grandville, Mich., the pastor gave expression to 
his views of certain portions of the Bible as fol- 
lows :— 

" The record of the creation in Genesis is an ex- 
pression of the crude conception of the Hebrews 
concerning that event, and indicates in the two ac- 
counts given in the first and second chapters, 
a Kogressive idea in man." 	" The term ' dust of 
the around ' (Gen. 2 : 7) is a figure of the lower a  
animals, and indicates that Man ,was Made in a .' 	‘ very crude state." 	" The term '- breath of life ' sic"- 

b  Jiffies a spiritual development." 	" The 	serpent 
(Gen. 3) did, not speak ; it was only the inward 
consciousness of evil as the result of excessive in- 
dulgence." 	If roan had not been created with a 
tendency to evil, he would not have sinned. 	I do 
not feel myself bound to accept the Bible theory of 
the oligin of evil." 	" ' The voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garde‘n,' (Gen. 3 : 8) is simply a fig- 
ire of the reprovings of man's conscience." 	"The 
garden of Eden (Gen. 2 : 8) is a figure of the state 
of innocence in which every person is born." " The 
death of Christ as an atoning sacrifice is unnec- 
essary in the salvation of man." 

Much more might be added ; but enough has 
been given, I trust, to furnish an extreme exam-
ple of the wild theology, or deontology, into which 
many professors of religion are drifting at the 

• ',resent day. 	And when taken in connection with 

' 
LIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY. 

BY GEO. F. SHOVE. 
--. 

CHRIST and his truth are the light of the world. 
The psalmist recognized this when he said, " The 
Lord is my light and my salvation " (Ps. 27 : 1), 
and "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I 

.. 
might not sin against thee." 	Ps. 119 : 11. 	Jesus 
himself declares, " I am the light of the world : he 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." 	John 8 : 12. 	In that 
memorable prayer to his Father in behalf of his 
disciples, be declares he has given them his " word," 
and prays the Father to " sanctify " them through 
that " word," which is " truth." 	John 17 : 14-17. 
On another occasion, while Jesus was present with 
his disciples, lie gave them this precept : " While 

. 
—Charity is the salt of riches, without which 

they corrupt themselves. 
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fillte. 
one year nearer the coming of our long-expected 
Saviour, one year nearer, yes, even entering upon, 
the time of trouble. 	Men's hearts already are failing 
them for fear for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth. We have one year less in 
which to labor for souls perishing in the darkness 
of error and unbelief. 	Clouds of trouble are gather- 
ing faster and faster. 	Darkness, error, and super- 
stition are increasing. 	Satan is weaving his net 
closer and firmer around the souls of men, and Bath- 
ering them more swiftly into the snares of unbelief 
and prejudice. 	The world is ripening for ruin, and 
the end draws near and nearer. 

In view of these startling facts, seriousness and 
solemnity should mark our every act, and character- 
ize our daily lives. 	We are living on the very verge 
of time ; but how much we believe and realize this 
solemn truth, our lives will tell. 	Let us seek to 
write carefully the record of this year. 	May deep 
sorrow, sincere penitence, and pardon be written 
opposite each sin and mistake, each wrong commit- 
ted, each wasted opportunity for doing a kindly 
deed or dropping a seed of truth. 

Great is the light given us. 	Golden are the op- 
portunities, solemn the duties, and heavy the bur- 
dens and responsibilities before us. 	Fierce are the 
battles we shall have to wage against temptation 
and Satan, and terrible the struggles we shall have 
with our own carnal hearts. 	The conflict will be 
severe, but short. 	Victory will very soon be ours 
if faithful. 	Then we shall be free from the snares 
and wiles of the tempter ; free from sorrow, care, 
and weariness ; free to enter that heavenly city, 
which bath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God, and share in its unspeakable bliss, perfect 
happiness, untold joys and pleasures, and its bound- 
less riches ; free to enter into the joy of our Lord, 
who has made us heirs of all things, and joint heirs 
with Christ. 	We shall be free to enter upon the 
inheritance of which it is written, "Eye bath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God bath prepared 
for them that love him." 

This may be our last year. 	We cannot tell, 
Let us live it carefully, prayerfully, and soberly, 
guarding every thought, word, and action, that am 
gels may smile as they write its record. 

HATTIE E. HARRIS. 
Pleasant Grove, Minn. 

• 

" Thank goodness, Herbert ! I thought you were 
dead," said Hal Brick ; while Jason Richards 
stood by, pale, trembling, and silent. 

" What's the matter with me, boys '? " asked 
, Herbert feebly. 	" I feel awful funny.' 

" Well, you look as if you felt awful, but not a 
bit funny," answered Hal Brick, whose spirits al-
ways came to the surface the moment any trial tip-
peered to be about to pass away. 

" What is it, anyway ? " asked Herbert, sitting 
up. 

" Why, I threw the ball, Herbert, and it struck 
you right on the side of the head ; and then you 
dropped down like a shot, and I thought—oh I I 
thought I had killed you." 	And Jason Richards 
covered his tearful face with his trembling hands. 
. 	"Not a bit of it, old boy ! I'm very much alive," 
said Herbert, with a cheerfulness he did not en-
tirely feel, for his head still ached from the blow. , 
"I'm all right ; " and he attempted to rise. 	He 
fell back, however, with a face so white and full 
of pain that Jason Richards was in an agony of fear. 

" What is it, Herbert ; what is it ?" he asked, 
in trembling, eager tones, as he leaned over him. 

" Oh ! my foot, my foot I " groaned Herbert. 
It was discovered that, in falling, Herbert had 

sprained one of his ankles. 	So the two of the 
boys considered the strongest, and of the best 
bight, made a chair, and carried him "lady to 
London " to his home, as soon, as he felt well 
enough to he moved. 

Of course, Mrs. Doane was all sympathy and 
motherly tenderness, and the afflicted boy was put 
to bed, and nursed and coddled to the best of a 
loving mother's ability. 

As soon as Aunt Janet heard of the trouble,—
dear, kind Aunt Janet, who was always ready to 
help any one, and who never seemed, to have too 
much tdclo to " take in one more," like the street-
car,—she " came over to stay with Lucy, and help 
her nurse the boy." 

Now, Herbert loved Aunt Janet dearly ; but 
he felt miserable, and (shall I confess it ?) I think 
was a little cross-grained, or selfish and thought-
less, any way. 

" Mother, I want a drink." 
"Yes, my son." 
" Where did you get that water, mother ? 	It 

tastes horrid," he said fretfully. 
" r11 get you some fresh, dear ; I thought this 

was quite nice." 
" Oh dear ! how my head does ache, mother ! 

Won't you read- to me?" 
"Yes," she answered pleasantly. 	" What shall 

I read ? " 
" Why, ' Swiss Family Robinson." 
" Where is it ? " 
" Up in my room on the bureau." 
" I could not find it, Herbert,", said Mrs. Doane, 

returnisie after a few moments. 
" Gourd n't you ? 	Oh, dear ! 	It must be there. 

Can't you look again, mother ? " 
" Yes, I can look again, 	but it is not there. 

Try to think where it is." 	 • 
Oh ! I guess it is down in the parlor." 

Anxious to do anything to please her nervous, 
. afflicted son, Mrs. Doane again left the nursery 
for the parlor. 	 1 

	

Now Herbert did not mean to be selfish in all 	1 
this, but he was. 

This time the search proved availing, and Mrs. 
Doane, started to read. 

'Meantime Aunt Janet sat quietly sewing, hav-
ing taken up Mrs. Doane's unworked button-holes 
that she had been trying all the morning to finish be-
tween Herbert's demandg on her time and her 
household duties. 	 1 

"It's no use, mother," he exclaimed, fretfully, 
after his mother had read a page or two. 	"My 
head aches so I can't listen. 	Won't you rub my- 
head ? " 

Mrs. Doane began the process ; and, after she 
had gently rubbed his head for a half-hour, Aunt 
Janet thought it about time to interfere. 

"Here, Lucy, let me come there. 	You go and 
rest." 	 , 

" No, I do n't want mother to go ; I do n't like 
any one to rub me hut her." 

The gratified and affectionate but exhausted 
mother motioned Aunt' Janet away, saying qui- 
etly : " I think he'll be asleep before long," and 
kept on with the process. 	Her prediction was 
verified ; in fifttien minutes more the boy was in a 
sound slumber, and the weary mother was released. 

"That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; that our 
daughters may be as corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a pala, 	," 	Ps. 144: 12. 
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DAY by day 
From the 

But at eve we 
On some 

Some kind 
Tears we 

Lightened some 
But the chance 

, 
In the quiet; 

Ere our heads 
Kneel we humbly 

Asking him 
Asking of our 

For the errors 
And that he 

From the 

As our tired 
Ere our eyelids 

Ask we that 
Evermore 

And we think 
Of our errors 

And we ask 
Long as earthly 

Oh, the tenderness 
Glad we trust 

Through earth's 
Till we reach 

In the tender 
Safe we rest 

And we feel 
On the Everlasting 

Chanute, Kan. 

BED-TIM THOUGHTS. 

ELD. L. D. SANTEE. 
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we 're ever toiling, 
morn till set of 

look regretfu 
sun;  
l 

duty left undone,— 
word we might have spoken, 
might have wiped away, 

sad heart nigh broken; 
has passed for aye. 

peaceful evening, 
the pillow press, 

to "our Father," 
to help and bless; 
God forgiveness 

of to-day, 
will turn our footsteps 
paths that lead astray. 

heads press the pillow, 	, ' 
close in sleep, 

his tender mercy 
may guard and keep; 

of human frailty, 
in the past, 

that strength be given 
duties last. 

of Jesus! 
his loving hand 
darkened paths to lead us 
the dear home-land. 

Shepherd's keeping, 
from every harm; 

to rest, while sleeping, 
Ar.m. 

THE OLD 

THE year of 1886, 
now numbered with 
1887, with its pure, 
The 	old year, with 
wasted and misspent 
reach. 	Many are 
take a retrospective 
Could we go back, 
and duties which 
write, by a more unselfish 
ter record than that 
1886. 	We would 
failures with teats 
their places write 
of charity, and words 
ageinent for the hopeless 
we live the year over 
neglected and lost 
us for doing good 
We would gather 
and misspent hours, 
probationary time 
slip away unimproved. 
ate, unkind, and 
unspoken, and in place 
soberness, gentleness, 
our lips to cheer and 
of those with whom 

But the record 
written by the recording 
now closed, are placed 
previous years, only 
be judged for eternal 
the record books 
spotless pages are 
by the deeds of sin 
thereon. 	Angels 
these records of crime. 
nothing but a pure 
year that comes to 
in•which each month 
new day a fresh page, 
What will the record 
Shall we take up and 
and neglected crosses, 
and pleasantly every 
bring to us, or shall 
page after page I 

The duties and responsibilities 
greater and more solemn 
for we are one year 

YEAR AND THE NEW. 

with its burden of records, is 
the past, and the new year, 
spotless pages, is  before us.  
its 	lost 	opportunities, 	its  
time, is gone beyond our 

the regretful reflections as we 
view of our life the past year. 

and again take up the burdens A 
were ours, we would seek to 

and devoted life, a bet- 
which is now recorded for 

fain blot out our mistakes and 
of regret and remorse, and in 

the record of kindly acts, deeds 
of love, cheer, and encour- 

and desponding. 	Could 
again, we would improve the 

opportunities which God gave 
and benefiting our fellow-men. 
up and use wisely the wasted 

regarding every moment of 
as too precious to be allowed to 

The idle, hasty, passion- 
impulsive words would remain 

GENTLEMAN OF TEN. 

" HERBERT, Herbert I " 
Herbert Doane paused a half-minute to answer 

impatiently, " Well ?" 
" Dirryou hang up your school-bag ? " 

• " Oh, bother ! 	I forgot it. 	Any way, a gentle- 
man never puts his own things away himself." , 

" Go do it now, dear. 	A gentleman never ex- 
pects his mother to do what he has left undone. 
A true gentleman is more ready to help others 
than to expect others to help him." 

" Herbert !"—as 	he was about to rush out 
again,—" here are your books and mittens. 	Go 
put them on the shelf." " . 	. 

"Oh, dear ! mother, I'm in such a hurry ! Ned 
Simmons is out there waiting for me. 	Won't you 
put them up for me ? " 

" My son, I'm half inclined to say that you can- 
not go out at all, if it leads you to speak in that 
way," answered Mrs. Doane, in a voice that was 
firm to sternness. 

Herbert did n't dare to say any more ; but, oh, 
dear I—well, I should n't like to put down just all 
he thought e but some of his thoughts were like 
this : "Dear me, what a fuss about nothing ! 
Just books and mittens ! 	Why could n't she have, 

'left,  them there 1 	It would n't have been much 
trouble for her just to put them on the shelf. 	She 
was n't'doing anything more than just sitting there 
reading, any way ; and she would only just have 
to take one little step to the shelf, and here I had 
to come)  all the way back from the door." 	So, 
grumbling" to himself, Herbert raced 'out again, 
answering his mother's injunction to "close the 
door" with a bang, and managed to catch up to 
the/ boys before they reached the' commons for a 
good game of ball. 

In the game, Herbert's ill-humor all passed 
away ; but all of a sudden something happened. 
What was it /, Where was he ? 	Was he going 
up in a balloon, or coming down '? 	What made 
him feel so queer ? 	He opened his eyes to see an 
anxious crowd of boys around. 

of these, words of patience, 
and kindness would fall from 
gladden the hearts and lives 

we associate. 
of every deed, good or bad, is 

angel, and these reccerds, 
in heaven beside thoge of 

to be opened when we are to 
life or death. 	Angels hold 

of 1887. 	Already their pure, 
being darkened and stained 
arid shame fast, being written 

sigh and weep as they write 
They would fain write 

record, unstained by sin. 	Each 
us brings a new record book, 

forms a chapter, and every 
in the history of our lives. 

of this new-year tell for us ? 
bear willingly the burdens 

and discharge cheerfully 
duty which each day may 
" wanting " be written on 

of this year are 
than those of the past ; 

nearer the close of probation, 
• 
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but when her children were sick, she was apt to do 
a little too much for them, and not permit them to 
exercise the divine gift of patience sufficiently. 

"Now, Lucy," said Aunt Janet peremptorily, 
turning her out of the nursery, "go and lie down 
this minute." 

" If he wakes you will call me, Janet ? " 	' 
" If he wakes I '11 take care of him," answered 

Aunt Janetgrimly. 
He did wake at the end of an hour, during which 

' time Aunt Janet had done much sewing, and Mrs. 
Doane, much sleeping. 

" Where's mother I " he asked, as soon as he 
opened his eyes, in a tone which showed he rather 
resented being left alone with Aunt Janet after 
his lordship had distinctly stated that he preferred 
to have his mother wait upon him. 

" She's lying down." 
" Well, I want her." 
"You can't have her," answered Aunt Janet 

coolly. 
" 	" Moth — began Herbert in a loud call, but 

Aunt Janet's hand over his mouth prevented the 
next syllable's being heard. 

" Aren't you ashamed, Herbert Doane ? You're 
a selfish little 	" 	i 	" she wasi 	to sa 	but [ p g 	go ng 	y,  
prudently- changed it, not considering it a good ex- 
ample to set, though she was certainly very much 
tried] boy." 

"I'm not selfish; I'm sick." 
Aunt Janet waited a moment, and then she said 

in a different tone,— 
"Herbert, I'm very much disappointed in you. 

I had always thought you were a gentleman. 	But 
no gentleman would abuse his mother as you abuse 
yours ; " and she waited for the effect of her words. 

" 	 " Abuse my mother Iexclaimed Herbert, as- 
tonished and startled out of himself. 

"Yes, abuse your mother." 
" How ?" 
" By making her wait on you the way you do." 
"But I can't wait on myself." 
" Well, no, perhaps not now, but when you can, 

does she wait on you the most, or do you wait on 
her the most ? " 

"'Why, I don't know." 
"And now that you are unable to do much of 

anything for yourself, do you make her as much 

Mrs. Doane was not ordinarily a spoiling mother ; ter 

Iii 
to 
In tirart ocitties. 

of selecting, encouraging, and otherwise looking after 
the local canvassers in their respective districts, and that 
the tract society officers also be consulted as far as possi-
ble in this matter. And— 

Whereas, This attention and assistance on the part of the 
directors will add materially to the expense of the districts, 
as well as to the interest of the canvassing work through-
out the State ; therefore— 

Resolved, That the State's ten per cent profits on our sub-
scription books be equally divided between the State and 
the district which thus assists the State in this work, and 
that all losses on canvassing books be equally divided be-
tween the State and the district in which such loss may oc-
cur. 

Whereas, Our people are not fully aroused to the impor-
tance of actively engaging in some part of God's work at 
this time ; and— 

Whereas, The Spirit of God plainly testifies that we are 
not doing one twentieth of what we ought to do ; there-
fore— 

Resolved, That we recommend all our local societies to 
make a vigorous, thorough, and systematic canvassing ef-
fort in the territory surrounding them, following it up by 
earnest missionary and colportage work, and that all mem,  hers be invited to take an active part in it. 

Whereas, Nothing else will so encourage the people in 
this direction as to see our ministers earnestly and actively 
engaging in the missionary work ; therefore— 

Resolved, That it is the duty of every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist minister to do all in his power, for the truth's sake, 
to instruct, encourage, and by his example assist our peo-
pie everywhere in organizing and conducting this impor-
taut work. 

Whereas, It was recommended by the International T. 
and M. Society, at its last session, that the subscription 
book business be hereafter conducted on a cash basis ; 
therefore— 

Resolved, That the dealings between the Michigan Tract 
Society and the local canvasser be conducted hereafter on 
this basis, and that the only modification of this rule shall 
be in cases where persons who have been properly selected 
to act as canvassers cannot pay cash when ordering their 
first or second delivery of books ; that no person, however, 
be allowed to have a second lot of books until the first lot 
is paid for. 

Resolved, That in all cases where such, exception is made 
to the cash rule, the individual so favored give his personal 
note for the amount due, to the director of his district or 
to the State agent, such note not to be given for a longer 
time than thirty days. - 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors held 
Dec. 27, 28, the following motions were carried :—

Moved, That the resignation of John T. Terrell 
as director of Dist. No. 5 be accepted, and that 

E. H. Root take his place as director of that 
district. 

Moved, That the Chair appoint a director for 
Dist. No. 3. Dist. No. 3. 

Moved, That the Chair appoint a committee of 
three on resolutions. 

Wm. Ostrander, E. S. Griggs, and F. E. Belden 
were named as said committee. 

Moved, That the Chair appoint some person to 
ascertain the number of copies of Good Health al-
ready taken by our Society, and that the remain-
der of the State club be apportioned among the 
several districts pro rata. 

The State agent was selected to attend to this 
matter. 

Moved, That Eld. G. I. Butler write, or cause 
to be written, an appeal on the subject of 'the dr-
culation of Good Health, to send to the different 
churches in our State. 

Moved, That the State agent take especial in-
terest in the work of securing agents to take hold 
of the canvass for the American Sentinel. 

Moved, That the Chair appoint a committee of 
three, himself to act as chairman, to consider the 
subject and see what improvements can be made 
in re-districting the State, and present a plan to 
the Board of' Directors at the next State meeting. 

Moved, That this same committee consider the 
present plan of discounts between the State, the 
district, and the local societies, to see whether a 
better plan cannot be devised. 

The Chair appointed J. Fargo and E. H. Root 
as the other members of the committee. 

Adjourned sine die. 	G. I. BUTLER, Pres. 

HATTIE HOUSE, Sec. 	 • 
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"Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters."—Isa. 32 : 20, 
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OPPORTUNITY. 

a man who dreamed one day 
things that he meant to do, 
the sunshine lay 

he dreamed; and never knew 
bright shape was drawing nigh, 

to its thrilling cry,— 
arise, and follow me, 

your dream reality !"— 
away again, 

smote the dreamer's brain 
sense of loss and pain. 

me? " anxiously he cried; 
! Oh, come once more to me I " 
a voice replied, 

is Opportunity! 
me with swift embrace 

me always face to face; 
stern truth is known of yore, 

once, I come no more!" 
dreamer in the sun 
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the fruit of none. 

—Mary Bradley. 
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TRACT SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS. trouble, or as little, asyou can ? " 
To this Herbert had no reply to make. 	The 

question answered itself. 	. 
" Now, I'm not going to argue with you at all ; 

but to-morrow morning I want you to take a paper 
and pencil as you lie here, and make a little stroke 
for every time you see mother do something new, 
especially the number of times she is obliged to 
leave the room to attend to things, the number of 
times she is obliged to get up from her chair after 
she has sat down to sew. 	It's an ' awful nuisance, 
no doubt you think, to have to shut the door after 
you, or wipe your feet whenever you come in ; but 
who is going to shut it, or take up the mud from 
the hall after you've brought it in f 	It is ' per- 
fectly dreadful,' no doubt you think, to be obliged 
to put your books and mittens away when"—_ 	: 

"Why, Aunt Janet ! were you"— 
"No, I was n't anywhere ; but I know children, 

and I know you. 	Well, as I was saying, to put 
your books arid mittens away when you 're in such 
a hurry. 	But if you do n't, who must ? " 

After a little more talk on the subject, Herbert 
was set to thinking in a way he had never thought 
before. 	The impression did not fade the next day ; 
and when, on counting up the marks on Aunt Ja- 
net's piece of paper, he discovered that mother had 
left her sewing-chair;

The 
ten times during the first 

hour, and four times the second, to attend to some- 
thing out of the room (and Aunt Janet asserted 
afterward, in confidential conversation, that this 
was not an uncommon amount), he felt very muchhalf 
ashamed of the way in which he had unnecessarily 
added to her burdens. 	And .he made up his mind, 
from the moment he discovered what mother really 
had to do, that it should not be necessary to call 
him back to hang up his satchel again, nor even to 
wipe his shoes or shut the door,—an excellent res- 
olution, of which his mother received the full ben- 

The boy that watches " what mother has to do," 
and not only tries to do all he can to help her, but 
tries as well not to do things that annoy her, is a 
gentleman,—no fear of that,—if he is only ten 
years old.—Enema Hewitt, in S. S. Times. 
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/ made some remarks upon the fi-
of our Society, and also suggested 

could be done in getting our g 
to join the tract society. 	He 

efforts being put forth in be-
work, and the need of sys- 

work in carrying it forward 

on Resolutions, which had been 
meeting of the Board of 

the following :— 
of persons to act as canvassers, 
books, is a matter requiringthe 
; and — 

are likely to be made by the 
persons to this work solely on 

; therefore—  
district directors qualify themselves  

of the general agent in the mat- 

• - 
TO OUR FRIENDS IN OHIO. 

— 
OuR mission at L;ma is in need of books for refer- 

ence in our studies, which we are not able to buy 
therefore appeal to our friends in Ohio, and 

hope they will donate to us the following volumes : 
1 complete Concordance, 1 " Rollin's Ancient His-
tory," 1 " Gibbon's Rome," 1 Cyclopedia, 1 "Anal- 
ysis of the Bible ; " and such other histories and 
Bible helps as they may have. 	Those desiring to 
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donate books to our mission, will 
11/iSkt L. P. King, Box 156, Lima, 
reply, selecting such books as are n 

D. 

please address 
Ohio, who will 
eeded. 
E. LINDSEY. 

thought to add its note of praise to the great cho-
rus, and has only succeeded in making a discord. 

The next morning the Sun knocked at the door 
of the cave, and cried, in genial tones, " Come on, 
friend I I want your help. The trees must be rid 
of their load. I will shine on them, and then do 
you gently wave their branches, and shake off the 
loosened ice." They went forth together, and the 
Sun shone on the forest. An hour passed. The 
only visible result was here and there a drop of 
water from the icy boughs. " We shall never get 
through at this rate !" panted the Wind. " Gen-
tly, friend, gently ! All in good time !" replied 
the Sun. " This ice was a clay and a night in 
forming. Could you hope to get rid of it by one 
fierce gust ? When I get higher in the sky, I can 
strike the trees more directly with my beams." 

After another hour of silent shining the Sun 
whispered, "Now, friend, with your wings ! But 
not too violently. See, now, some pieces are fall-
ing. Two or three hours of work like this, and 
our task is done. There is another piece loose." 
So the Sun shone on, and the Wind from time to 
time shook down the loosened pieces of ice, and 
what did not rattle down dissolved in fast-flowing 
tears under the gentle yet burning eye of the Sun. 
The birches gradually lifted their pliant forms. 
The Spirit of the Woods came out with her bless-
ing for the two workers. And that night the 
Wind returned to his cave humbled, but joyous be-
cause he had found the " more excellent way." 
—Anna Morris, in Christian Union. 

"A little balm, and a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and 
almonds."—Gen-43: 11. 

already sent. • Thus acquaintance is also formed 
with the person to whom the reading has been 
furnished. The publications contain the points of 
our faith, and have been carefully prepared by 
men of experience; and they will convey these 
ideas more clearly and in fewer words than a 
letter. 

Letters should not be too lengthy, but right to, 
the point, and written in such a manner as to call 
out a reply. When an answer is received, cir-
cumstances must govern the reply. Should some 
doctrinal dispute arise, it is generally best to send 
a tract or an article, marked, to meet the case in 
question ; or, if not too lengthy, it might be best 
to copy the same in the reply. In calling attention 
to the point in question, let the. language breathe 
a Christian spirit, such as will draw the corre-
spondent toward the writer. Thus confidence will 
be secured. 

Care should be taken in the penmanship as well 
as in orthography. A poorly-written letter will 
destroy its influence, and thus hinder the work 
that the writer desires to accomplish. Many of 
those whose hearts are full of the missionary spirit, 
and who are zealous for the advancement of the 
Third Angel's Message, are poor scholars, and 
deficient in the necessary qualifications to engage 
successfully in letter-writing. Such should call to 
their aid those among us who are qualified for this 
branch of the work. 

Care should be taken to give the name of the 
village or city and the county and State where you 
reside, in case those to whom you are writing 
should wish to correspond with you. All should 
feel it a duty to become efficient in penmanship, as 
well as in the other qualifications for doing the 
work of the Lord in a perfect manner. This is 
an age of instruction, and it becomes us to avail 
ourselves of every opportunity .to better prepare 
ourselves to assist in carrying forward the truth 
for these last days. We all have talents, and 
God holds us responsible for the way we improve 
them. 	 Wbi. INGS. 

—Work on while yet the sun doth shine, 
Thou man of strength and will, 

The streamlet ne'er doth useless glide 
By clicking water-mill; 

Nor wait until to-morrow's light 
Beams brightly on thy way, 

For all that thou cans't call thine own, 
Lies in the phrase " to-day: " 

Possessions, power, and blooming health 
Must all be lost at last— 

" The mill will never grind again 
With water that is past." 

MISSIONARY WORK.—NO. 2. 

ORGANIZATION. 

THE work of God requires system as well as do 
earthly governments. Without this, confusion is 
inevitable. Experience has taught us as a people 
this lesson. The tract and missionary society is 
indispensable to the welfare and prosperity of our 
work ; but organized effort must be put forth in 
order to successfully carry out its principles. Every 
Seventh-day Adventist should be connected with 
the society, and be in harmony with the plans 
adopted by the body. Where there is union, there 
is strength. Great results might thus be secured. 

• There are many advantages to be gained by a 
systematized effort. First, the members feel them-
selves a part of the organization, and this will 
stimulate them to activity. They then will provoke 
one another to good works. Activity is the very 
life of the church. When we cease our efforts for 
our fellow-men, then our own spirituality ceases and 
the life of the church ebbs away. Secondly, they 
are constantly receiving instruction, and are thus 
gaining the knowledge necessary to enable them to 
become efficient laborers in the great harvest field. 

The message of the third angel must go before 
many peoples and nations and tongues and kings, 
and this tract and missionary society is just the 
school to prepare laborers for engaging in this 
work. Practice is necessary to make efficient 
workers. Earthly kings are constantly drilling 
men to prepare them for battle, enforcing upon 
them system and discipline. How much more 
necessary is it for the servants of the heavenly 
kingdom to be well disciplined for their labor 
in the important work that the King has com-
missioned to them We should, therefore, sub-
mit to be drilled and be made efficient laborers for 
God. As another has written, there will be no 
starless crowns in heaven ; and every star repre-
sents a stud saved. But in order to be instru-
mental in saving souls, we must be in harmony 
with, God's plans, and learn to do sour work well, 
or meet the frown of Heaven. " Cursed be he 
that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully " (mar-
gin, negligently). Jer. 48 : 10. 

Some say that if God is so particular about hav-
ing his work done well, it will not do for them 
to engage in it ; for they have but little talent, and 
therefore the Lord will excuse them. But our 
Master excuses none, as we see by his own words : 
" Then he which had received the one talent came 
and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard 
man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gath-
ering where thou hast not strewed : and I was 
afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth : 
lo, there thou hast that is thine. His Lord an-
swered and said unto him, Thou wicked and sloth-
ful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I 
sowed not, and gather where I have not strewed ; 
thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to 
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should 
have received mine own with usury." Matt. 
25 : 24-27. 

If we as a society do not take hold of the work 
and carry it forward, then we shall receive the fol-
lowing condemnation : " Curse ye Meroz, said the 
angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants 
thereof; because they came not to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord, against the 
mighty." Jud. : 23. 

Ignorance will not be received as an excuse; 
for all may become informed in regard to duty. 
But in order to gain this knowledge, all must place 
themselves where they can receive the necessary 
instruction. Therefore it is the duty of every one 
receiving the light of the Third Angel's Message, 
to become connected with the tract and missionary 
society, and to learn how to labor most efficiently 
to rescue their fellow-men from sin. 

—D. C. M' Callum. 

MORE PAPERS WANTED. 

BRO. H. F. PHELPS writes concerning Brainerd, 
Minnesota :— 

" This is a city of some 6,000 or more inhabit-
ants. There are eight trains daily, all stopping at 
this place for meals. Thousands pass through here 
every year, making this a good place for mission-
ary work. My family are now located here, and 
will try to work as the way may open. We have 
a reading rack in the depot, and can use much 
more reading matter than we now have. If any 
have clean papers on hand to spare, and will send 
them here, we will see that they are used. Send 
them in any way you think best, but please re-
member to prepay charges; and should any one 
wish to order papers direct from the offices of pub-
lication to us, we shall be very thankful, as we 
need more for city work. 	H. F. PHELPS. 

—Oh deem not they are blest alone 
Whose lives a peaceful tenor keep; 

The Power who pities man has shown 
A blessing for the eyes that weep. 

There is a day of sunny rest 
For every dark and troubled night; 

And grief may bide an evening guest, 
But joy shall come with early light. 

For God hath marked each sorrowing day, 
And numbered every secret tear, 

And heaven's long age of bliss shall pay 
For all• his children suffer here. 

—William Cullen Bryant. 
A PARABLE FOR REFORMERS. 

—If 'you are moving onward, something must 
be left behind. What are the things that are left 
behind in your life 7—F. 1?. Havergal. 

—When we are most filled with heavenly love, 
and only then, are we best fitted to bear with hu-
man infirmity, to live above it, and to forget its bur-
den.—Maria Hare. 

—We cannot skip the seasons of our education. 
We cannot hasten the ripeness and the sweetness 
by a single day, nor dispense with one night's nip-
ping frost, nor one week's blighting east wind.—
F. - 47-:- Robertson. 

—Out of the heart come the issues of life. What 
truth lies in this sentence ! A pure heart is like a 
sure spring. It contains that within which keeps 
it clear and pure. And as the land' through which 
the water from the pure spring flows is rendered . 
fresh and beautiful by it, so the world that comes 
in contact with the flow from a pure heart is made 
glad and better by such contact. The impure heart, 
on the contrary, is like a stagnant pond. It can 
never cleanse itself, for there is nothing but filth 
within, and everything coming in contact with it 
is made filthy like itself.--s-Golden Censer. 

ONE winter morning, as the Wind set out on his 
day's work, he found the trees loaded with ice. 
Every tiny twig was bending under an armor 
many times its weight. The little white lady birches 
had drooped till their heads touched the ground. 
A great groan to be delivered went up from all the 
trees. " This will never do ! " cried the Wind, and 
straightway he went to work with all his might. 
The branches of the giant elms swung and creaked. 
The brown, curled leaves still clinging to the oaks 
were snatched away, and went whirling through 
the air. There was a great rustling in all the 
wood. But the ice did not move. Still harder 
the Wind blew. And now whole branches came 
crashing down, until they lay thick on the ground 
in their glittering winding-sheets. But still the 
ice did not move. At last the Spirit of the Woods 
came forth, frowning. "Do you call this helping ?" 
cried she. " You are ruining my trees. To get rid 
of the ice, forsooth, you are breaking off the boughs. 
Get you gone I " 

The Wind retired to his cave, and was melan-
choly all day. He bad had a sincere desire to do 
good, but now he saw that he had done only harm. 
He shuddered as he thought of the wrecks he had 
made in his untempered zeal. " What is the use 
of my trying to do anything 1" he sighed. Many 
an eager soul has known such hours, when it has 

LETTER-WRITING. 
Letter-writing is a very important part of 

missionary work, and it should not be neglected. 
Some think it is a great task to write a missionary 
letter ; and perhaps it wthild be according to their 
idea of such a letter. The object of a missionary 
letter is, not to present a synopsis of our faith and 
hope, but to call attention to the reading matter 



24 	 THE REVIEW AND HERALD. [VOL, 64, No. 2. 

Mitt 10 trt 
	I'1 feald. 

'Sanctify them through Thy'  ruth Thy Word is Truth." 

BATTLE CREEK, MICR., JAN. 11, 1887. 

URIAll SMITH, - 	- = Emmen. 
'J
G
.
E
HG

T
O
L
N
E

E
R

R
, 	CORRESPONDING EDITORS. 

PROSPECTS IN THE EAST. 

THE war cloud in the East assumes each week a 
darker hue. Unwonted activity and mysterious move-
ments are observablp in various quarters, while sig-
nificant utterances from high military authorities are 
often heard. Count von Moltke has recently ad-
dressed the German Reichstag, defending the increase 
of the German army, —an increase decided on less 
than two months ago. The London daily Telegraph 
said in reference to this : " When Count von Moltke 
speaks on war, the world listens with all its ears. The 
greatest living master of the military art addressed 
the Reichstag on Saturday, defending the increase in 
the German army. His tone was grave, his words 
weighty." 

General Bronsart von Schellendorf said : " We can 
scarcely resist the belief that we are living in a period 
when there is no well-founded prospect of peace be-
ing preserved." He added that if any of his hearers 
" doubted the necessity of laying further burdens on 
the people," that is, in the way of taxes to support 
larger military establishments, "let him look beyond 
the Vosges." This was in allusion to the French who 
are watching their opportunity to regain the two prov-
inces of Alsace and Lorrain, taken from them by Ger-
many in the Franco‘Prussian war of 1870. Von 
Moltke alluded to the- same circumstance when in 
giving a reason why an alliance between France and 
Germany is impossible, he said that " public opinion 
in that country [France] demands the surrender of 
two provinces which we are strongly determined 
never to give up." 

But the Telegraph thinks the most seriously signifi-
cant passage in the whole speech was that which in-
dicated that the burdens which are imposed upon the 
people to maintain the military establishments even 
upon a peace footing as they now exist, are such as the 
patience of the people cannot long endure. The 
neighbors of Germany, he said, both to the right and 
left, were fully armed,—a state of things which it 
was "difficult for even a rich country to bear for any 
length of time," and which might lead to "a decisive 
event at a very early date." 

The Telegraph adds : " It is simply true that nations 
now spend in years of peace as much money on mil-
itary and naval preparations as sixty years ago they 
spent in war. In fact, it cost Napoleon I. less to over-
run the Continent than it costs the present Repub-
lic to stand ready to defend its own hearth. The 
armed peace of Europe to-day is expensive to excess, 
and has no compensations. There are no foreign 
spoils, no military plunder, no territorial acquisitions, 
no victories, no satisfied sentiment. General Bou-
langer adds new regiments and new guns, the Ger-
mans try to keep step with his rapid advances, while 
Russia in the number of its recruits outstrips each." 

This state of things, if no other, renders it certain 
that there must be a speedy trial in war of the ma-
chinery so elaborately built up, and the huge armies 
so carefully trained. Under this unnatural state of 
things, every year, even of peace, imposes additional 
burdens greater than actual war has done in former 
years, upon Russia, Austria, Germany, and France. 
The result is not difficult to-foresee. They must either 
sit still and be crushed under self-imposed burdens, 
without any compensation of foreign spoils, territo-
rial acquisitions, or satisfied national glory, till the na-
tion collapses in bankruptcy, anarchy, and ruin, or 
they must assume a still greater burden and wake a 
more desperate effort, in order to try the chances for 
victory in a conflict of arms. There is no alternative. 
And so the world centers all its eyes on the inevitable 
field of conflict to catch sight of the first puff of bat-
tle smoke, and opens all'its ears to hear the echoes of 
the first guns of a war the end of which no man can 
foresee. 

NOT WORTH LIVING. 

IT is reported that the late ex-President Arthur a 
short time before his death, expressed himself as feel-
ing that after all "life was not worth living." The 

utterance of such a sentiment from such a source 
leads at once to the inquiry what kind of a life he had 
lived. To what did he devote his time, strength, 
and attention, that he should put such an estimate 
upon it ? Another newspaper item reveals the secret. 
It is stated that he left eighty pairs of pants, and that 
he was the best-dressed man, and the best table en-
tertainer, in all the country. That tells the story— 

• eat, drink, and dress ! When persons devote their 
life to such ends, it is most fitting that they should 
come to feel as they come to its close that life is not 
worth living. Such a life is not worth living. Yet 
how many hundreds of thousands there are in the 
land who would instantly sell every other hope and 
every other prospect, if they could attain the goals 
which Mr. Arthur., reached. But his testimony cor-
roborates the earlier statement of a much wiser man, 
that all is vanity and vexation of spirit. What a tes-
timony ! Yet how few will learn from it a lesson to 
turn their attention from the vanities of earth to 
those treasures of another world which will never 
pass away ! Used to secure this, life is worth living. 

THE TEN KINGDOMS. 

(Continued.) 
RONA, one of Attila's uncles, " boldly asserted that 

it was the destiny of the Huns to divide the world 
with its ancient mistress." "The ambitious dream of 
Rona," continues the historian, " soon became the 
fixed idea of his abler nephew [Attila] ; and in de-
voting himself to its accomplishment he was deter-
mined to spare neither friend nor foe. • One after an-
other every existing power in his own race, and in 
the barbarian world beyond the Danube and the 
Rhine, was made the vassal of his will. Then `this 
terror of the universe,' this man 'born to shake the 
world,' as Jornandes calls him, turned upon his only 
remaining rivals."—Sheppard, 192, 193. 

A pretext soon occurred for turning his steps west-
ward. Clodion, the monarch of the Franks, left at 
his death two sons, who, as is often the case, fell into 
a dispute about the empire. The younger "sought 
the aid of Rome, and was, according to the fashion 
of the times, adopted by Aetius. The elder threw 
himself into the arms of Attila, and offered as the 
price of his assistance the passage of the Rhine. This 
was precisely what the Hun desired." Preparation 
was accordingly made at once for the invasion of 
Gaul. 

"All things," so the record runs, " seemed to indi-
cate that the decisive hour was at hand, and the mon-
arch of the Huns gathered up his strength for the 
effort. All the realms of barbarism from the frozen 
fields of Lapland and Siberia to the banks of the In-
dus and the Rhine, sent forth their savage legions at 
his call. Never before in the history of the world, 
never since, except perhaps in the expeditions of 
Timour Tchengis-khan, was so vast and wild a host 
gathered beneath the standard of a single leader. 
Five hundred thousand fighting men were assembled 
in Central Europe; ready to precipitate themselves 
upon Gaul." 

The great battle of Chalons soon followed, called 
" one of the four decisive battles of history." The 
progress of Attila was arrested, the Huns were forced 
hack behind the circle of their wagons, which the 
Romans tried in vain to carry by assault. The brave 
old Theodoric, king of the Goths, was slain, and the 
Roman army immediately broke'up and retired from 
the field. Attila, fearing a stratagem, made no attempt 
to assail the Romans ; but when a long silence at-
tested that the foe had really departed, he considered 
himself master of the field, and "with the joys of 
victory resumed the dreams of ambition." 

Attila was thus checked, but, M. Thierry declares, 
" was not vanquished ; " for `,` the following spring 
he passed the Julian Alps, and re-appeared, terrible 
as ever, on the Italian plains." He swept over their 
most beautiful spots, as fire sweepS over the prairie, 
till he arrived in the neighborhood of Mantua, on his 
ambitious march to the walls of Rome. An embassy, 
at the head of which stood the pontiff Leo I., was 
sent out to meet him and deprecate his wrath. It 
was only at the earnest entreaty of Leo, and by the 
payment of a large annual tribute, that he consented 
to leave Italy and spare Rome. "Never abandoning 
his design upon Rome," says Sheppard, "even at the 
hour of his departure he provided himself with a pre-
text for return. 'Send,' said he, 'my affianced bride, 
Honoria, with her dowry, into the land of the Huns, 
or I will come with spring to seek her at the head of 

an army.' [Jornandes.] With this menace upon his 
lips he departed for his wooden city on the banks of 
the Danube." (See Gibbon, iii, 437-451.) 

Now, is it possible to suppose that this power 
which was the moving agent in the "tempest of na- 
tions " that overwhelmed the Roman Empire ; this 
nation the appearance of which was the "signal for 
the dismemberment" of Western Rome ; which was the 
"proximate cause of its fall; " a nation which caused 
a revolution that gave the first permanent "shock to 
the imperial majesty," and "sealed the fate of Banal?, civ-
ilization ; " a nation which took from Rome a province 
which it dared not refuse, and which it never re-
covered ; a nation the king of which first brought the 
Roman emperors to sue for peace, and laid them under 
tribute, who made himself a name to stand beside that 
of Caesar and Napoleon, who was the " terror of the 
universe," " born to shake the world," who styled 
himself the " Scourge of God," and boasted that the 
grass never grew where his horse had trod,—is it, 
possible that such a power is not to be reckoned as 
one of those ten prophetic horns that foreshadowed 
the dissolution of Rome ? 

But it is objected that this empire of the Huns was 
too short-lived to be counted as one of the, ten, speed-
ily falling to pieces on the death of Attila in 453. 
Other nations, also, which are universally acknowl-
edged to belong to the ten, were short-lived, as plainly 
appears from history, so far as it respects the first 
phase in which they appeared. But no more than 
this was the case with the Huns ; for we think it can 
be clearly shown that it is the same race that has ob-
tained permanent occupancy of the old Roman Pan-
nonia, composing a part of what is known among 
the modern nations of Europe as Hungary. The par-
ticular phase of Hun nish power and invasion main-
tained by Attila, disappeared for the time being, des-
tined to revive in other forms and under other names 
after the lapse of not many years. Kceppen (i., 93) 
says : " The death of Attila on the Danube in 453 
was the signal for all the enslaved nations to break 
their chains. The most frightful disorder spread 
through the camp at Buda, where the savage sons of 
so many various mothers, sword in hand, disputed 
with one another the inheritance of the world's spoils ; 
the Ostrogoths, Lombards, Gepidm, and Herules 
united in alliance against the common oppressor. 
The tremendous battle between all these fierce bar-
barian nations took place on the river Netad (Neutra), 
in Pannonia. Ellac, the eldest son of Attila, fell; 
after wonders of bravery, and with him 30,000 Huns. 
His brother Dengish gathered the relics of the still 
formidable nation, and maintained himself till 470 on 
the banks of the Lower Danube ; but the splendid 
camp at Buda, with the whole of Dacia and Panno-
nia from the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became 
divided among the victors—the Gepidre, the Ostro-
goths, and the Lombards." 

Now, whether the course of these events stopped 
right here or ran on in the same channel, this fact 
appears above all : that the province of Pannonia was 
first alienated from the Roman Empire by the Huns ; 
and it never returned to Rome. Now if, in the 
whirling events of those times, shifting as rapidly as 
the colors in a swift revolving kaleidoscope, the prov-
ince had run through a whole gamut of distinct and 
unrelated nations, it seems to us it would not affect 
in the least this great fact which must govern the ap-
plication of the prophecy,—that the Huns, being, the 
first that struck off this province from the empire, 
must give their name to the horn that symbolized 
this division. And, moreover, this was the first prov-
ince of the empire which was permanently alienated 
to the barbarians, justifying that order in the enu-
meration of the ten kingdoms which places the Huns 
first. Other tribes, as the Goths and the Franks, 
had been, to be sure, granted settlements in different 
provinces ; but they were considered as subjects or 
guests of the Romans, and auxiliaries of their armies, 
and the territories they occupied were called a part 
of the Roman Empire. Not so with Pannonia when 
the uncle of Attila demanded the province of the 
Romans, and Aetius dared not refuse him. Thence- 
forward that was a part of the kingdom of the Runs, 
not of the empire of the Romans. 

The possession of the land by the Heruli and • 
Gepida was but little longer, at longest, than a cent-
ury ; for about the middle of the sixth century an-
other influx of the same stock' to which Attila be-
longed, took possession.of the country. Of this new 
revolution Keeppen (i.. 94) thus speaks :— 

"On the return of Zaber-Chan beyond the Danube, 
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the Avars fell upon the Huns, subdued them or mixed 
up with them in such a manner that, from the year 
572 no mention is ever made in history of the Huns 
as a separate nation, though it is both interesting and 
important to know that the Avars are called indiffer- 
ently 'Tuns or Avars by all the western chroniclers in 
the time of Charlemagne, which distinctly proves'the 
union or amalgamation of those fierce Asiatic nations." 

Sheppard (" Fall of Rome," pp. 211-214) presents 
some thoughts upon this point which are worthy of 
being quoted at some length. He says :— 

" The battle of Netad, I say, broke the power of 
the Huns, and put an end to their ephemeral empire. 
Under the sons and successors of Attila they either 
retired into Asia or gradually wore out their strength 
in unavailing struggles against the Ostrogoth domina-
tion, and in combinations with other barbarian tribes 
to plunder the possessions of the Byzantine Caesars. 
But the races of Turanian stock were still destined to 
re-appear more than once upon the stage of European 
politics, and play there no undistinguished part. The 
empire of Attila was soon partially revived by the 
kinsmen of his Huns, and acquired an extension, not 
indeed quite equal to the dominion of that tamer of 
nations,' yet one not undeserving of comparison with 
it, in respect of its power, its military exploits, and 
the inflifence it exerted on both branches of its Roman 
rival. The Avars, as they were incorrectly called, by 
appearing at the critical moment, enabled the Lom-
bards to annihilate their hereditary enemies, the 
Gepidm, and thus accomplish their long-cherished 
project of invading Italy." 

" The first appearance of the Avars in Europe was 
accompanied by some singular circumstances, which, 
as they seem to have escaped the notice of Gibbon,' 
it may be as well to describe. Amid the ceaseless 
flux and reflux of populations in Central Asia, and 
the numberless revolutions among the tribes of Tura-
nian origin which it would be an abuse of the term 
to call political, the Avars appear to have acquired a 

- strong and wide-spread dominion over their neigh-
bors. Conspicuous among these were the Ouars, 
also called Khouni (xobsat), a word which at once 
identifies them with the Huns, who receive this appel-
lation from the Greek historian. They seem to have 
submitted unwillingly enough to their masters, until 
the advent of •a stronger race involved both in a com-
mon captivity. Far away in the very center of Asia, 
at the foot of the Altaic range, two thousand miles 
distant from the Caspian and Chinese seas, the Bay 
of Bengal, and the Siberian shore, dwelt the great 
Khan of the Turks, king of seven nations, and lord 
of the seven climates of the world.' This potentate 
reduced the Avars beneath his sway ; but some un-
known cause appears to have rendered him suspicious 
of their allegiance. A visit of investigation became 
necessary : it was paid with consequences the most 
frightful. Three hundred thousand human beings 
fell victims to his wrath. For the space of four days' 
journey the earth was covered with decaying corpses. 
(Theophylact, quoted in Histoire d' Attila et ses Sue-
cesseurs,' vol. i., p. 396.) The blow was fatal to the 
Avars ; but it gave freedom to their former depend-
ents, the Ouar Khouni. Watching for an opportu-
nity, they at last found one in the engagements or 
neglect of their new lords, the Turks ; and gathering 
together their wives and their children, their flocks 
and their herds, they turned their wagons toward the 
setting sun. This immense exodus comprises up-
wards of two hundred tho,usand persons. The terror 
which inspired their flight rendered them resistless in 
onset ;- for the avenging Turk was behind their track. 
They overturned everything before them, even the 
Hunnic tribes of kindred origin, who had long hovered 
on the north-east frontiers of the empire ; and, driv-
ing out or enslaving the inhabitants, established 
themselves in the wide plains which stretch between 
the Volga and the Don. In that age of imperfect in-
formation they were naturally enough confounded 
with the greatest and most formidable tribe of the 
Turanian stock known to the nations of the West. 
The report that the Avars had broken loose from 
Asia and were coming in irresistible force to overrun 
Europe, spread itself all along both banks of the Dan-
ube, and penetrated to the Byzantine Court. With 
true barbaric cunning, the Ouar Khouni availed 
themselves of the mistake, and by calling themselves 
Avant' largely increased the terrors of their name, 

and their chances of conquest. Their success was 
very great ; so great indeed that they soon felt them-
selves sin a position to demand lands and a pension 
from the Emperor Justinian." 

The great Khan of Asia pursued his flying vassals, 
and sent an angry embassy to Constantinople to chide 
Justinian for furnishing them with lands and gold. 
" Still, however," says the same author, "he hesitated 
to break openly with the Avars ; for the Avars, aided 
by the terrors which their name inspired, and by their 
supposed connection with the empire, had by this time 
acquired a fatal hold upon the banks of the Danube, 
and founded a dominion which, in power if not in ex-
tent, rivaled the territory won for a moment by the 
`Scourge of God.' . . . Even in the time of Justinian, 
the Greek Empire occupied the humiliating position 
of a tributary." 

During the reign of .Baian, the Avar khan, which 
lasted for twenty years, from A. D. 582 to 602, " the 
Avar Empire was firmly established on both banks of 
the Danube," and enjoyed its most brilliant period. 
Previous to this time, in A. D. 561, they had come in 
contact with the Franks ; for so the historian 
states :— 

" With the Franks themselves the Avars soon came 
into contact ; for their insatiable passion for plunder 
conducted them over almost the whole of Central 
Europe. But here their success was not so satisfac-
tory. Their first encounter with the sons of the war-
riors whose battle-axes had hewed down the hordes 
of Attila upon the plains of Chalons, terminated in a 
rude repulse upon the banks of the Elbe, whither 
Sigebert, grandson of Clovis, had led the battalions 
of his people. A second encounter (A. D. 561) was 
not quite so fortunate for the Franks : they were 
forced to give way before their enemies ; and the ec-
clesiastical writers ascribe the result to the sorcery 
and magic of the Huns. As the Ouar Khouni had 
Called themselves Avars in the East, in accordance 
with a popular error, they availed themselves of a 
similar error in the West, and assumed the dreaded 
name of the followers of Attila, who ravaged Orleans 
and fought at Chalons." 

The Avars finally yielded to the sword of Charle-
magne. Sheppard (p. 228) adds : "So ended the sec-
ond great effort of the Turanian races to establish an 
empire on European soil. But the Hunnic stock has 
never been entirely extirpated by German steel. In 
the ninth century the Hunugars, or Magyars, a tribe 
of Avar blood, once more conquered their way into 
Europe, and founded a dynasty which has played no 
mean part in the annals of Christendom. This is still 
a living link to bind us to that history, which perhaps 
may have seemed, while it was recounted, a thing 
entirely of the past. 	But,' as says M. Thierry, 
history shows us, since the middle of the fourth century, 

in the central and lower valleys of the Danube, an 
uninterrupted succession of Hunnish tribes, perpetuating 
the traditions of Attila. Is this permanent settlement 
of the Huns in the eastern countries of Europe, and 
in the very heart of Europe itself, nothing more than 
a question purely archaeological and speculative ? 
The late war, will furnish for us the answer. The 
valleys of the Volga and the Don, the slopes of the 
Oural, the steppes of the Caspian and the Black seas • 
still contain the races which came in the fourth cent-
ury with Balamir, in the fifth with Attila, in the sixth 
with the Avars, in the ninth with the, Hungarians, 
to occupy the center of Europe and to menace more 
especially Greece. It is now fifteen centuries since 
the battle cry, "To the City of the Caesars !" was first 
heard in those wild lands ; and since that day it has 
never ceased to re-echo there. Will the nations 
whom the Finno-Huns have planted in Europe, and 
who have become assimilated to ourselves in man-
ners and culture, remain forever strangers 'to that 
movement which agitates their brethren ? It is the se-
cret of the future ; but we may assert with confidence 
that sooner or later they are destined to resolve the 
problem which preoccupies the world.'" 

The quotation given in the foregoing extract from 
M. Thierry, is credited to the preface of his "Attila 
et ses Successeurs." 

(To be continued.) 

"HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS." 

A MOST interesting book to Seventh-day Adventists 
has been issued recently from our new publishing 
house at Basel, Switzerland. This is a book which 
all Seventh-day Adventists should read. It has 294 
large double-column pages, and contains a historical 
sketch of each of the four missions already established 
among the Seventh-day Adventists in the Scandina-
vian countries, the British Isles,- Central Europe, and 
Australia and New Zealand. The object of this work 

is not to make money, but to furnish something to 
our people which will give them some correct under-
standing of the work now being done and necessary 
to be done in these different portions of the earth. 
The book contains some twenty-four nice illustrations 
of various things of interest, and three.or four maps 
of Europe and other countries, on which are indicated 
places where the truth has been taught and where 
there are companies of Seventh-day Adventists, so 
that any of our brethren can, by turning to these 
maps, readily tell where our work has spread in dif-
ferent countries in the earth. 

We feel deeply interested in the circulation of this 
work, being anxious that our people should have a 
thorough knowledge of the subject of our missions. 
Sr. White has taken a special interest in the issue of 
this volume, and quite a large proportion of the mat-
ter furnished is supplied by her, including most inter-
esting morning talks, covering a large range of im-
portant practical subjects, which she delivered at 
different points in Europe, at morning meetings dur-
ing the Council and other general meetings. These 
are of the greatest practical interest, and are just 
what our people need. 

The most of us claim to fully believe that our work 
is a world-wide message. There are vast numbers 
yet to be warned ; and the missionary spirit is- abso-
lutely necessary in order that we accomplish the work 
that God has for us to do. How shall our people un-
derstand these matters unless they thoroughly post 
themselves concerning these things by availing them-
selves of the reading matter designed to elucidate the 
subject ? If there is anything concerning which our 
people ought to be interested and thoroughly in-
formed, it is the progress of the cause in various parts 
of the earth. Some of us were greatly interested to 
have sister White and her son visit the Old World, to 
build up the work and give such instruction as was 
necessary to advance the cause and increase the pros-
pects of its success. We feel sure that her mission 
there will be successful in this direction ; and having 
teen there considerably over a year, and traveled ex-
tensively in different countries, and become thor-
oughly informed in regard to various points connected 
with the work and the peculiar difficulties that are 
met in the onward march of the message and the 
steps necessary to carry the work on successfully, how 
natural, how reasonable that this information should 
be furnished by one in whom our brethren have the 
fullest confidence. 

Several of our ministering brethren of excellent 
judgment, who have read the book carefully, express 
themselves that it is one of the most interesting books 
they ever read. Many important books of travel are 
published by hundreds of thousands of copies. These 
are obtained and read by people interested in worldly 
things. But here is a book containing much in-
formation on subjects of interest of this kind 
connected with the real progress of the cause of 
God and the peculiar difficulties connected with 
this work in different parts of the world. Surely 
every Seventh-day Adventist should desire to be-
come acquainted with these facts. Eld. Haskell's 
experience in starting the important mission in Aus-
tralasia are giiren ; also an account of Eld. Conradi's 
visit to Russia, with his imprisonment and the cir-
cumstances connected with his journey, and many 
other interesting incidents connected with his work 
there. Engravings of our different publishing 
houses, the prison in which Bro. Conradi was con-
fined, and interesting scenery throughout Europe, 
etc., etc., are given. 

This book is published by the Central European 
Mission, and every copy sold directly benefits that 
Mission, and helps pay its expenses at a time when 
it is needy, as all the profits will be thus appropri-
ated. There is no private interest or scheme con-
nected with it ; and as the publication of the book 
has cost quite a sum, the Mission will suffer a loss if 
the books are not purchased ; but we feel sure that 
our people will desire them. Most of our Confer- - 
ences have taken quite a number of copies, and in 
this way they will doubtless be furnished in different 
parts of the field. We greatly, desire that every Sev-
enth-day Adventist shall buy this book, and read it 
carefully. It will add to their faith in the work, and 
give them clearer conceptions of it, and this instruc-
tion will greatly benefit them spiritually. Here is an 
opportunity, brethren and sisters, where you can be 
doing good and get good, and we trust that you will 
all avail yourselves of it. The retail price is 90 cents ; 
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if not obtained directly from the officers of the tract 
society, the postage will probably bring the price up 
to $1. But we trust that there will be agents ready 
to supply it to those who wish it in every part of the 
field. If not, it can be obtained of the REVIEW 
Office. 	 G. I. B. 

• THE "GOSPEL SICKLE." 

Tars periodical has now been published one year. 
It is issued from the REVIEw AND HERALD Office 
twice every month. It contains arguments on the 
leading doctrines of our faith, covering the whole 

- ground of present truth. These are brought out gen-
erally in a short, pithy way, so as not to be tiresome ; 
but they bring out the truth in a manner to strike 
the attention of the inquiring reader. The Gospel 
Sickle was commenced because of the special demand 
made by the leading brethren in different Conferences, 
for such a paper, to cost as little as.  possible, in which 
to bring out the truth in the most convincing manner 
for the people. Very little has been said concerning 
it through the columns of the REVIEW. It was 
thought best to let the paper speak for itself during 
the first year of its existence, until at our next gen-
eral meeting our brethren should have an opportunity 
to speak officially, whether they desired the continu-
ance of it or not, and whether it had met the want 
which called it into existence. At our last General 
Conference, the International Tract and Missionary 
Society indorsed its continued publication, and many 
have spoken concerning it, that it has filled a position 
of great usefulness during the past year. Having 
therefore, passed the first stage of its existence, and 
met the want which called for its publication, we 
now feel free to call special attention to it, and ask 
our people to give it such a support as will enable it 
to fill a position of the greatest possible usefulness. 

We well understand that the size of the Sickle does 
not perinit it to give all the variety of reading matter 
which can be furnished by a larger journal, and that 
such a paper may not be as well calculated to reach 
a class of people who are prejudiced against our doc-
trines, and who are unwilling to become acquainted 
with them. But such a paper as the Sickle, on the 
other hand, has its advantages. It can be used at a 
far less expense than a larger journal. It comes di-
rectly to the subject, and makes the present truth the 
one leading theme of interest, so that with all who 
are anxious to know just what we do believe, and 
wbo wish to find it in as small a compass as possible, 
this paper is just what they want. For general cir-
culation, to hand out here and there, to place in our 
racks, to give to those inquiring for the truth, to 
place in the hands of neighbors who are willing to 
read and anxious to know what we believe, such a 
paper is just what is needed. And the number of 
people who will come under this description is im- 

' mense. We have no question whatever that if our 
people were in earnest in the missionary work, they 
would need from fifty thousand to one hundred thou-
sand copies of the Sickle the coming year. We do 
not feel at all diffident in expressing a desire that our 
people will largely circulate this paper. We believe 
that our tract societies ought to use it. extensively in 
their work ; that many of our societies that feel poor, 
can do a vast amount of good in the circulation of a 
paper which costs them comparatively a small sum, 
and which makes its entire burden the promulgation 
of present truth. 

Another interesting feature connected with the 
Sickle is the addition of a temperance department. 
Last year a small periodical was published for the 
Michigan Tract Society, entitled, The Temperance 
Outlook and Sabbath Vindicator. At one time it at-
tained a circulation of about thirty thousand copies. 
It was extensively sent to the members of the Wo-
man's Christian Temperance Union, with the design to 
interest and throw light upon the Sabbath question. 
After careful consideration by the members of the 
International Tract Society, it was thought best to 
combine this,  with the Sickle, so that temperance will 
be one of the special departments of the Sickle the 
coming year. Here, indeed, is opened a great field 
of usefulness for the Gospel Sickle. There are multi-
tudes of devoted Christian women who have enlisted 
in helping forward the Sunday movement in connec-
tion with the National Reform party. They are in-
tensely interested in the glorious subject of temper-
ance, Ind have also espoused the Sunday institution. 
What could be better adapted to strip the covering 
off from their eyes, than a temperance paper properly 

presenting the Sabbath issue before this large body 
of Christian people. Why should not this journal 
be circulated extensively among them ? Its advocacy 
of temperance would certainly be regarded favorably 
by them, and its plain statements concerning Sunday 
would naturally tend to open their eyes in regard to 
the Sunday issue. It does seem to us that here the 
Sickle can be used most extensively. It combines the 
great interests being advocated by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, the truth concerning the law of God, and 
the principles of temperance taught by our people. 
It seems to us that the addition of this department 
to the Sickle will give it access to large numbers of 
people who would not otherwise desire its visits. 

The managers of the REVIEW AND HERALD desire 
to furnish the Sickle at the lowest possible cost, so 
that it may do the utmost possible good. We ask 
our tract and missionary officers everywhere to con-
sider this matter well for the year 1887, whether the 
Gospel Sickle cannot be used to a large extent in their 
missionary work. We know that large numbers of 
subscribers can be obtained for it in some localities. 
We have known of some of our brethren's going out 
and taking from twenty-five to fifty subscriptions in 
their own neighborhoods. This .might be made a 
matter of real profit to the tract societies if they 
would get the brethren and sisters to canvass for it 
in their various localities. The societies could re-
ceive it at a liberal discount from the Office, and ob-
tain subscriptions for it at the regular subscription 
prices. We expect that no effort will be lacking to 
make the Sickle an interesting, forcible, keen expo-
nent of the views of Seventh-day Adventists during 
the present year. We trust that the presidents of 
our tract societies will favor the cause of God, and 
encourage the hearts of those who try their best to 
make the Sickle useful, by ordering all they can con- 
sistently use of this valuable periodical. 	G. I. B. 

CHRISTMAS MEETING IN NEW ENGLAND. 

Am the time appointed for the general meeting of 
New England, Dec. 24, a goodly number of brethren 
and sisters were assembled at South Lancaster, and 
up to the present time of writing it has been one of 
the most important and most encouraging meetings 
ever held in this Conference. The meetings began 
Friday evening, and during the Sabbath services the 
house was well filled, and a general interest was man-
ifested in the words spoken, which related principally 
to the missionary work. According to the recom-
mendations of the committee appointed to direct in 
regard to programs for the week of prayer, the breth-
ren Sunday morning brought their donations to the 
various objects set before our people at this time, as-
sembling at nine o'clock.. The previous evening, how-
ever, a committee had quietly taken possession of the 
house, and deft fingers had wrought skillfully and ar-
tistically in arranging decorations fitting to the occa-
sion, and a pleasing scene greeted the eyes upon en-
tering. A large arch spanned the pulpit, trimmed 
with evergreens and flowers, bearing the words of 
our Saviour's final missionary charge : " Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creat-
ure." Suspended by wires from this arch, were ar-
tistically designed colored letters, forming the words, 
" European, South African, and Australian Missions." 
Upon the wall above was the motto, "No Cross, no 
Crown," expressed by the aid of a gilded cross and 
crown. 	 • 

More attractive still, and carrying the mind to mis-
sions over the seas, were two miniature ships, set in 
deep frames, with sky-blue background, emblemat-
ical of the vessels which are to carry our mission aries 
and means to foreign lands. ' With American colors 
flying, showing whence proceeds the message of 
truth, and with every sail set, they plowed the 
painted waves, to the imaginative mind seemingly 
straining every nerve to carry the glad tidings of the 
gospel. Or perhaps they would lead the mind still 
on to that prospective gospel ship, visiting from is-
land to island, which 'shall be enlisted solely in the 
service of Him "who hath measured the waters in 
the hollow of his hand," only by means of which it 
would seem that the commission recorded on the arch 
above could be fulfilled. Then, indeed, it could be 
truly said,— 

"The breath of God is in her sail, 
Her rudder in his hand." 

In contemplation of the work of God, the rapid 
strides it is making, and the manner in which the 

rays of light are being carried by land and by sea, 

even now we can sing with the psalmist, " The Lord 
reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of 
isles be glad thereof." 

Around the walls such appropriate mottoes were ar-
ranged as, "I will pay thee my vows which my lips 
have uttered ; " " Honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance ; " " The tithe is the Lord's ; " "Remember 
them that are in bonds as bound with them ; " and 
many others, each bringing to mind the objects of 
the meeting. Services opened by an appropriate 
hymn, and following prayer, 1 Citron. 29 was read 
with remarks. Eld. B. L. Whitney spoke for the Eu-
ropean Mission, relating interesting incidents of the 
work there. Prof. C. C. Ramsey:spoke in behalf of 
the school, stating that quite a percentage of the stu-
dents were studying with the object of directly en-
gaging in theXmissionary0work. A young French-
Canadian brother appealed to our hearts by his ear-
nest solicitations for prayersDand co-operation in be-
half of the work among his people, and a Swedish 
brother, who has recently accepted the truth in Bos-
ton, and who is engaged in the mission there, spoke 
feelingly of the work among his nationality. These 
words, coming in the beautiful simplicity of those 
speaking a foreign and not wholly familiar language, 
were attended by the melting influences of the Spirit 
of God, as attested by the moist eyes. throughout the 
congregation. 

Envelopes in which to place the offerings had been 
previously distributed, and after appropriate music 
the audience passed down the aisles, placing their 
contributions in a ship stationed upon the rostrum. 
The precious cargowas:counted,while a short sermon 
was being preached, and the result was announced 
,as $824.57 in cash, besides some jewelry. The ship 
was again moored upon the platform, there to wait 
throughout the holidays, during .which time it is 
hoped the sum will be increased to exceed a thou-
sand dollars. 

The afternoon service consisted of a Bible reading 
on " Praising God," followed,' by a general praise,  
meeting, when numerous testimonies unmistakably 
voiced the sentiments of hearts full of the love of 
God. A colored brother feelingly offered a testimony 
of gratitude to God that he had lived to see the time 
when steps werelbeing taken by which his people 
would have the light of truth brought before them. 
As we listened to the words of those of other tongues, 
and thought of the foreign fields, Our mind reverted 
to the words of the Lord, "For then will I turn to 
the people a pure language, that they may all call 
upon the name of the_Lord, to serve him with one 
consent ; " and we think there were none present but 
felt grateful to God that they were able to contribute 
to the advancement of so glorious a work as that of 
sounding to the world the Third Angel's Message. 

It was a day when God met with his people here, 
and one long to be remembered. The meetings have 
continued through the week, with much of the Spirit 
'of God attending. Special attention has been given 
to the Bible-reading and canvassing work, instruction 

. being given by those experienced in these branches. 
An interesting Sabbath:school Convention was also 
held, and the Sabbath-school work received careful 
consideration. 

While the different means and methods of carrying 
forward the work have been considered with great 
interest and profit to all, we feel that the most im-
portant of the benefits derived, has been the spiritual 
growth, without which the great objects of a general 
meeting could not be attained. The Spirit -of God 
has been with us in our meetings, from the early half 
past five morning session to the evening service, 
and we trust that an impetus will bo given the work 
in this field—so destitute of ministers, though we be-
lieve not of workers— -which will make the coming 
year one of advancement in the New England Con-
ference. 

We hope to hear encouraging reports from every 
Conference after this holiday week of ,prayer.; and 
for the encouragement of others we can repeat that 
we feel that God has especially blessed his people in 
New England. 	 S. N. HAS KELL. 

—So long as we believe ourselves made few duties, 
we work like slaves ; but when we wake to the truth 
that duties were made for us, we come into the lib-
erty wherewith the Lord makes his children free. 
The soul grows in stature and beauty and grace by 
the doing of duty, just as the body grows in health 
and strength and skill by the exercise of its members. 
—Mrs. Ware. 
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riagto cr1fly 
" He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt 

lees come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."-Ps. 126:6. 

WHERE IS THY FLOCK ?»  

BY E. W. DARLING. 

" Where is thy flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock?" 
Jer. 13 :20. 

0 WHERE is thy flock, thy beautiful flock, 
That flock that in love was given, 

Who came in their weakness, 
Their innocent meekness, 

Pure and untarnished as dew-drops from heaven'? 

No evil had stained, they never had sinned, 
Nor, ever had wandered astray; 

To be guarded and guided 
In thee they confided, 

And followed thy lead in their innocent way. 

Thy jewels and gems, gold and earth treasure 
Are guarded and counted with care; 

No stranger could find them, 
Thy lock is behind them, 

And always thou knowest they surely are there. 

But where is thy flock, thy beautiful flock, 
Do you know where they wander to-day 1 

Out on the highway, 
Or back on some by-way, 

Neglected, unguarded, and going astray..  

God gave thee a task, and sure he will ask 
Each talent in weight and in measure, 

But much more for thy flock, 
Thy beautiful flock, 

More precious by far than talents or treasure. 

If not yet too late, oh, rise in thy might, 
And search the dark mountains to find them; 

Where 'er they be gone, 
Deliver thine own, 

And stand, bravely stand, in the passage behind them. 

The price of thy flock, thy beautiful flock, 
-Is care and the world's contention. 

Its wild speculation 
And strong fascination— 

Let not theSe absorb thy daily attention. 
Battle Creek, 

FRANCE AND ITALY. 

SINCE closing my last report, I have aimed at rip-
ening up the good work at Nimes, and have rendered 
assistance to our colporters at points ranging froin 
twelve to twenty-five miles from that place. At 
Nimes the little company are still doing well in push-
ing forward the missionary work, in contributing of 
their means for the support of the cause, and in pre-
paring to receive baptism. Since October, they have 
raised about 50 frs. for preparing and lighting their 
hall, 150 frs. to meet the hall rent for the first quar-
ter, and about 110 frs. for the missionary work,—in 
all, 310 frs'., about $62. These few brethren and sis-
ters are in very moderate circumstances ; but while 
our American brethren are sacrificing for them and 

'their country, they are willing to show their grati-
tude and love for the truths for these times. 

I have visited and spoken once at Vergeze, where 
there are a few who are progressing in the study of 
the truth, and who beg us not to neglect them. I 
have made two trips to Moussac and to Brignon, vis-
iting much and speaking nine times. The work at 
the last two points was commenced about four weeks 
ago by Bro. Badaut, who soon called for me, as op-
position was expected from a man who was both a 
minister and an editor. He came, but treated us so 
unkindly that most of his hearers turned against him, 
sad became favorable to us and to what they had 
heard us preach. The minister had designed to get 

to leave the meeting, and then degrade us and our 
work behind our backs. At the close of his remarks, 
le said he wanted all who did not belong to the place 
aid to the meeting to leave. "Then," said he, "I 
have a testimony to deliver." The people were sur-
prised, as he had never done such a thing before, and 
IL pl no church organized in the place. As he saw 
ibat Bro. Badaut and I did not move, he said : " Mr. 
iYaurdeau, don't you know that you neither belong to 
rignon nor to the meeting ? Why do n't you leave ?" 

I replied, " Two ministers of the gospel should not 
in each other's way ; but if I must leave, and go
t in the cold, not knowing where to rest, or to 
Alk several kilometers in the dark to find a resting- 

1. 	at this late hour, I shall leave." The proprie- 
insulted at the course of the minister toward 

ngers, without his permission, said : "Mr. Bour-
e u, stay." The minister, seeing that his plan had 

ed, invited the people to follow him to another 
se. Only the man owning the house he men-
et', with his wife, followed him. This circum-
ce helped more in opening the eyes of the people 
twenty discourses would have done. 

nother minister followed his effort, trying to ex- 

cuse the first preacher, and to lower us in the opin-
ion of the people, saying that we did not preach con-
version. But the people defended us, saying that 
we did speak on conversion. Two weeks later, I re-
turned to this field, and spoke twice, when a few de-
cided to keep all God's commandments. Bro. Comte 
follows up the work, and we expect more will obey. 

The colporters have sold our papers and tracts, and 
held Bible readings and small meetings in about 
twenty villages. Thus the good work of scattering 
the rays of light is progressing. And surely there is 
need of this in a country where nine tenths of the 
Protestant preachers and hearers of the national 

'church are infidels, denying the divinity of Christ. 
In some towns, the temples are shut, and the people 
refuse to hear about God and religion, yet pretend to 
be Protestants. But there are a few honest souls 
even in these dark places, who gladly receive the 
truth. 

I have joined my brother, who has had no ministerial 
help in this field, and has labored against great diffi-
culties to lay a good foundation. We are seeking 
God with brokenness of heart ; for we feel the need 
of his help to make the work in these valleys a suc-
cess. We had a profitable time here last Sabbath, 
with the few believers who remain. Some have 
moved away, and one or two have given up the truth. 
But God has a people among these mountains who 
will be reached. The tried ship of truth will not 
sink because some leap out among the waves of the 
troubled sea. Yesterday my soul was encouraged 
and revived while speaking at Villar Pellice to an in-
telligent and appreciative audience, many of whom 
were in tears. Most of these came from the mount-
ains surrounding the village. It is no small task to 
visit them, but this must be done. We must not only 
preach, but labor heart to heart. Then we can urge 
the truth home in the love that melts away difficulties. 
Pray that the mighty, tender, converting Spirit may 
accompany us in our work. 

God is strengthening me physically as I venture 
out to press the battle to the gate, leaning on the Arm 
that is mighty to sustain and save. I hunger after a 
fullness of the blessings God is waiting to bestow on 
his remnant people. 	 D. T. BOURDEAU. 

Dec. 20. 

MINNESOTA. 

LAKE CITY. —It was my privilege to attend our late 
General Conference, also the special course of in-
struction in health and temperance, given by Dr. 
Kellogg. These were great privileges, and I appre-
ciated them very highly. May they prove to be a 
blessing to the cause of God through united efforts. 

Dec. 21-27 I was at Lake City, Minn. Our meet-
ings were full of encouragement, and I trust of profit, 
to all. Two were added to the church. I made 
prominent the good instruction lately received on the 
health question. The last evening we organized a 
temperance club of fourteen members. I also pre-
sented the social purity question from a Bible stand-
point, which was well received. The Spirit of God 
was present to help. Nearly all present signed the 
purity pledge, and some of the friends supplied 
themselves with pledges for the members of their 
families who were not present. I feel confident that 
the time has come for God's people everywhere to 
step to the front in all these questions of moral 
reform, and have our positions well defined. This 
church is growing slowly, and all are of good courage 
in the work. 	 H. F. PHELPS. 

Deo. 28. 

OHIO: AND WEST VIRGINIA. 

WILL our brethren and sisters in Ohio and West 
Virginia appreciate the labors of sister White and 
others in the preparation of " Historical Sketches of 
the Foreign Missions " ? I have nearly finished read-
ing this very interesting, instructive, and soul-inspir-
ing book. No person who has an interest in the 
spread of the truth can read the history of our for-
eign missions without feeling the fire burn in his 
heart as he reviews the evidences of God's provi-
dence in the establishment of the Third Angel's Mes-
sage in all parts of the world. No person among us 
can afford to lose the blessing received by a ,careful 
reading of this book. 

We appeal to the ministers, elders, and officers of 
all our churches in the Ohio Conference, to see that 
each family has this valuable book. It is an excel-
lent work to loan to your neighbors and friends. Sr. 
White's appeals, Eld. L. R. Conradi's experience in 
Russia, and the rapid growth and extension of the 
cause in the distant portions of the earth, presented 
therein, must make an impression upon the mind of 
the candid reader. Copies have been sent to most 
of our leaders. Owing to the duties collected by the 
English government, the price may seem rather high 
—90 cts. ; but the book contains matter worth far 
more than it costs, and all the profits will be given to 
the missions. I trust that no one will complain of 
its price. 

We advise our brethren to take orders for the com-
ing Year Book at the same time. One dollar will pay 
for both. The Year Book will be full of facts of es-
pecial interest to every Seventh-day Adventist, and 
will be sold at the nominal price of ten cents. Shall 

we do our duty in regard to circulating these books ? 
We wait to see who will or will not. Let there be at 
once a thorough canvass made for them. Send your 
orders to L. T. Dysert, 259 Adams St., Toledo, Ohio. 

R. A. UNDERWOOD. 

WISCONSIN. 

MILWAUKEE AND BENTONVILLE. —IT was my privi-
lege to visit the friends at Milwaukee recently. I found 
them firm and growing in grace, and doing what they 
could to let the light shine. During the last year eight 
have taken hold of the truth. Two estimable per-
sons were helped to decide by our meetings, and all 
were encouraged. 

Dec. 8-16, I was at Sextonville, where Bro. Hyatt 
has been laboring with good effect the past season. 
About forty there are keeping the Sabbath. There 
has been much prejudice and opposition. The min-
isters did all they could to stop the work, but to no ef-
fect. Then a minister from Illinois came, and deliv-
ered seven lectures on the Sabbath and the nature and 
destiny of man. I never heard a man misrepreSent us 
as he did. During one lecture he quoted from five au-
thors, leaving the impression that they were of Our de-
nomination, which was not the case in one instance. 
His position on the Sabbath was much the same as 
that of Fuller. I reviewed his lectures on the Sab-
bath question. Our brethren were much strength-
ened by the effort, and those not of our faith ex-
pressed themselves as satisfied that we have the right 
of the question. The friends there have built a 
church 24x36 ft., which, although not completed, is so 
they can use it this winter. How thankful we ought 
to be that God has not left us in the dark, but has 
committed to us his precious truth ! Let us be more 
faithful to the trust. 	 W. W. SHARP. 

IOWA. 

ICONIUM AND WALNUT CITY.—Since our tent meet-
ings closed at Walnut City, I have labored at the 
above-named places. Commenced meetings at Ico-
alum Sept. 28, and continued three weeks. The truth 
had been preached at• that place before ; still a slum-
ber seemed anxious to hear, and as it was near to 
Walnut City, I concluded to spend a short time with 
them. One signed the covenan,t, and another, I un-
derstand, has since commenced to keep the Sabbath. 

Oct. 19, I came to Confidence, and began a course 
of meetings in the Disciple church. This is only 
a little country village ; but as the surrounding coun-
try is quite thickly settled, I had very good congrega-
tions, averaging from two to three hundred each 
evening, and on Sunday evenings upward .of four 
hundred. The preaching caused quite an excitement, 
and after having continued for about four weeks, 
Eld. Johnson (Disciple) made an attempt to dis-
pose of the law and the Sabbath, and thus ease 
their minds. He not only resorted to the Antinomian 
theory, but to the round-world and the north-pole 
objections, etc. Exposing the weakness of his argu-
ments seemed to arouse his indignation. Besides 
this, and a short off-hand discussion with one Mr. 
Vestle, there were two joint discussions ; one with 
Eld. Wm. Branch, of Chariton, and one with Eld. 
Hedrix, of Allerton, all of the same church. The 
subject discussed was the Sabbath and first-day ques-
tion. It seemed that they were determined to crush 
the work at this place if possible ; but thanks be to 
God who gave us the victory. Twelve have signed 
the covenant since the series• of debates, and fifteen 
in all, while there are a few others who are keep-
ing the Sabbath. 

Bro. Heacock came to assist in finishing up the 
work. On Sunday six were baptized. A Sabbath-
school was organized, and on Dec. 14 we closed our 
meetings, after a continuance of eight weeks, feeling 
that the Lord had greatly blesse'd us. The book sales 
at. the above places have amounted to $34.80 ; dona-
tions, $23.79, besides my board and the expenses 
for lights and fuel. Have obtained three subscrip-
tions for the REVIEW. On my way home, in com-
pany with Bro. Heacock, I visited the brethren at 
Iconium and Eddyville. At the latter place we cele-
brated the ordinances, the church having been anx-
ious to have this privilege ever since their organiza- 
tion last summer. 	 MATTHEW LARSON. 

Dec. 27. 

NEBRASKA S. S. ASSOCIATION PROCEEDINGS. 

THE eighth annuarsession of this Association was 
held on the camp-grOund at Lincoln, Sept. 16, 1886. 
The first meeting was called to order at 6 r. M., the 
President, Eld. 0. A. Johnson, being in the chair. 
The minutes of the last session were read, and, after 
a slight correction, approved. 

On motion, the President was instructed to appoint 
the usual committees, which' were as follows : On 
nominations, Johnson Buckley, John P. Gardner, 
Carrie Langdon ; on Resolutions, Mrs. N. Druillard, 
G. E. Langdon, and D. M. Canright. 

Meeting adjourned to call of Chair. 
SECOND MEETING SEPT. 20.—The Committee on 

Nominations presented the following report : For 
President, 0. A. Johnson ; Vice-President, Mrs. Nel-
lie H. Druillard ; Secretary, W. D. Chapman. These 
persons were duly elected. 

EMU. 
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The Committee on Resolutions presented the fol-
lowing :- 

Resolved, That during the coming year, we will hold at 
least four S. V. conventions in this Conference. 

Resolved, That the interest of the Sabbath-schools in our 
Conference is of sufficient importance to warrant the Presi-
dent and Secretary in visiting different parts of the State 
in their interests. 

Resolved, That we will endeavor to establish teachers' 
meetings in our schools where it is practicable. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of all our schools to furnish 
themselves, as fast as they are able, with all the needed 
helps to make the schools interesting and profitable. 	_ 

In remarks upon the first resolution, it was stated 
that to manage our work to the best advantage the 
workers must get together for consultation. The 
convention should not be an exhibition, but a place 
where we can receive instruction ; and a list of sub-
jects was suggested for consideration in such conven-
tions. 

It was decided that in carrying out the second res-
olution, the officers of the Sabbath-school must coun-
sel with the Conference committee. Resolution four 
was spoken upon by Elds. Haskell and Canright, 
and the latter suggested a series of helps which he 
thought it advisable for every school to have. The.  
resolutions were all adopted. 

Meeting then adjourned sine die. 
W. D. CHAPMAN, Sec. 	0. A. JOHNSON, Pres. 

S. D. A. P. ASSOCIATION PROCEEDINGS. 

THE first meeting of the twenty-seventh annual 
session of the Seventh-day Adventist Publishing As-
sociation convened in the Tabernacle in Battle Creek, 
Mich., Nov. 24, 1886, at 9 A, M. President, Eld. Geo. 
I. Butler, in the chair. Prayer by Eld. U. Smith. 

On motion, the reading of •the minutes of the last 
meeting was waived, after which the roll was called, 
117 stockholders responding, representing in person 
and by proxies 1,470 shares. 

The Treasurer's report was then read as follows :- 
• FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL S. D. A. PUBLISIIING 

ASSOCIATION, NOV. 1, 1886. 
Real estate, 
Personal property, 
Machinery, etc., 	$33,096 88 
Plates and molds, 	8,682 25 
Type, 	 7,887 51 
Cuts and engravings, 	1,703 67 

$ 41,000 00 

Total, 51,370 31 
Accounts receivable, 135,879 63 
Notes receivable, 20,803 83 
Dike from banks, 2,590 77 
Cash on hand, 1,397 22 
Books, pamphlets, etc., on hand, 55,922 57 
Material on hand, 19,820 11 
Undnished work, 12,837 83 
Office donations, 1,096 51 
Sanitarium Knitting Co., 864 69 
Notes payable, $61,506 96 
Demand certificates, 28,741 08 
Accounts payable, 86,814 88 
Paid in capital, 43,760 00 
Donations and legacies, 14,527 33 
Surplus, 96,383 51 
Net gain for year end'g Oct. 31,' 86, 11,849 71 

Totals, $343,583 47 $343,583 47 

RECAPITULA TION. 

Capital stock, $ 43,760 00 
Donations, 14,527 33 
Surplus and gain, 108,233 22 

Present worth, $166,520 55 
Worth, Nov. 1, 1885, 154,580 84 

Increase, $11,939- 71 
Received on capital stock, 90 00 

Net gain-from business during the year, $11,849 71 

On motion, the Chair was requested to appoint the 
usual committees, which were announced as fol-
lows :- 

On Nominations S. N. Haskell, J. Fargo, R. A. 
Underwood. 

On Resolutions : U. Smith, D. M. Canright, E. W. 
Farnsworth. 

Adjourned to 10 A. M., Nov. 26. 

SECOND MEETING.-Prayer was offered, and the 
minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as fol-
lows 

1.• Resolved, That we heartily approve the action of the 
Board in re-inventorying the stock, etc., and placing the 
price at figures which represent its actual worth at the 
present time. 

Whereas, Some of our State tract societies are heavily in 
debt to this Association, thereby greatly crippling its use-
fulness in its own business; therefore- 

' e Resolved, That we request those societies that are de, 
linquent in this matter, to make every effort in their power 
to meet these just demands. 

Whereas, The Treasurer's report shows that a great im- 

provement has been made in the running of the business of 
the Association, by the classification and reorganization of 
the work in the various departments of the publishing 
house; therefore-- 

3. Resolved, That we heartily approve of what has been 
done, and that we will second the efforts of the Trustees in 
every endeavor to systematize and improve the methods of 
labor in every department. 

Whereas, We believe that the literature issued at our of-
fices of publication is to be largely circulated by the efforts 
of canvassers; and- 

Whereas, A very gratifying interest in the canvassing 
business is springing up in various parts of the laud; there-
fore- 

4. Resolved, That the Trustees of the Association be re-
quested to co-operate with this movement, and by all means 
in their power encourage this part of the work. 

5. Resolved, That we consider it unwise for State tract 
societies to build expensive depositories or mission build-
ings while involved in debt to this Association. 

The above resolutions were adopted. 
Moved (by U. Smith), That sections 1, 2, and 13, 

of Art. II., be made to read as follows :- 
SECTION 1. This Association shall be managed by a Board 

of Trustees, who shall have the supervision and control of 
all the affairs of the Association, and who shall be elected 
annually at such time and place as may be determined by 
the last meeting of the Society or announced in the call for 
the Meeting; and all the Trustees shall hold their office 
until three weeks after their successors are elected. 

Sac. 2. The Board of Trustees shall of their own number 
choose a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Auditor, and a committee of three on publications, of 
which the President shall be one. 

Sac. ,13. The Trustees shall employ such .editors and 
other literary help as may be necessary to condUct the va-
rious periodicals issued by the Association,-Carried. 

Moved (by U. Smith), That sections 1, 2, and 3, of 
Art. IX., be struck out, and the following substi-
tuted :- 

SECTION 1. All voting shall be done as the Association 
may direct. 

This motion was amended so as to read :- 
SECTION 1. All nominations for officers shall be made in 

such way as the Association may determine. 

SEC. 2. All voting for the election of officers shall be 
made by blank ballots, on which each member shall write 
the name of his candidate. The member who shall receive 
the highest number of ballots shall be considered thereby 
elected. All other voting shall be done as the President 
may direct. 

All of the above changes in the by-laws were 
unanimously adopted. 

The Committee on Nominations then reported, 
recommending the following persons to act as Trust-
ees for the coming year : Geo. I. Butler, A. R. Henry, 
U. Smith, R. A. Hart, A. B. Oyen, H. W. Kellogg, 
C. Eldridge. 

The result of the balloting was as follows : Geo. I. 
Butler, 1,216 votes ; A. R. Henry, 1,313 ; U. Smith, 
1,224 ; R. A. Hart, 1,436 ; A. B. Oyen, 1,438 ; H. W. 
Kellogg, 1,067 ; C. Eldridge, 1,263 ; S. N. Haskell, 
224 ; J. H. Kellogg, 235 ; A. H. Mason, 294 ; G. W. 
Amadon, 216 ; W. C. Sisley, 4. 

The President declared the persons recommended 
by the Committee elected. 

Adjourned sine die. 	GEO. I. BUTLER, Pres. 
R. A. HART, Sec. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 

TWELFTH ANNUAL SESSION. 

TnE#twelfth annual session of the stockholders of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Educational Society was 
held in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek, Mich., Nov. 
23, 1886, at 9 A M. Eld. G. I. Butler, President of 
the Board of Trustees, presided. Prayer by Eld. G. 
C. Tenney. It was found that .thpre were sikty stock-
holders present, representing 506 shares, and 50 
shares were represented by proxy. On motion, the 
reading of the minutes of the last meeting as waived. 
The Treasurer, A. R. Henry, then 'presented the fol-
lowing report, which was accepted :- 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE S. D. A. EDUCATIONAL 

SOCIETY. 

Real estate, $59,000 00 
Personal property, 189 50 
Boarding hall, 4,109 44 
Printing department, 2,029 82 
Millinery and dress-making dep't, 344 36 
Manual training dep't, 717 91 
Book-stand, 1,118 75 
Library, 1,520 80 
Museum, 610 65 
Philosophical apparatus, 1,197 50 
Accounts receivable, 2,056 89 

Bills payable; $16,587 65 
Accounts payable, 151 24 
Present worth, 

Totals, 

56,156 73 

$72,895 62 $72,895 62 

Worth Aug. 1, 1885, $46,322 94 
Received on donations, 

44 	44 	shares, 
12,431 

645 
67 
00 
--- 

Totals, $59,399 61 

Net worth July 1, 1886, 56,156 73 

Loss during the year, $ 3,242 88 

The President of the College then made a brief 
statement of the number of students in attendance 
and the proportion of them that were pursuing the 
Biblical course, and gave an outline of the religious 
work done in the College, from which it appeared 
that about 175 were attending the Biblical lectures, 
that the Sabbath-school numbered nearly 250, and 
that the weekly prayer-meeting and the weekly mis-
sionary meeting were well sustained. Dr. J. H. 
Kellogg spoke in appreciative terms of the work of 
the building Committee in the erection of the new 
building. A. R, Henry discussed the subject of man-
ual training, speaking of the pressing need of a com-
petent man to take charge of that branch of work. 
Eld. Butler referred to some of the perplexities ex-
perienced by the Board of Trustees in planning for 
the new buildings, and expressed his thankfulness for 
the increased facilities now afforded, and that so 
many were preparing themselves for active labor in 
the cause of God. 

Eld. S. N. Haskell spoke at some length, and with 
much force, upon the benefits of our schools to the 
cause, and of the great importance of having the 
study of the Bible a prominent feature in them. 
Further remarks were made by Eld. E. J. Waggoner, 
Eld. A. S. Hutchins, and others. 

On motion, the Chair was empowered to appoint 
the usual committees, which were announced as fol-
lows :- 

On Nominations : L. Mc Coy, Harmon Lindsay, H. 
W. Miller. 

On Resolutions : D. M. Canright, D. A. Robinson, 
A. R. Henry. 

Adjourned to ,Thursday, Nov. 25, at 10 A. M. 
SECOND MEETING.-Prayer by Eld. A. S. Hutchins. 

The minutes of the first meeting were read and ap-
proved. Additional stock to the number of „257 shares 
was represented by the holders and 565 shares by 
proxy. 

The Committee on Resolutions presented the fol-
lowing report :- 

1. Resolved, That we hereby express our gratitude for the 
excellent facilities which have been added to our College 
during the past year, and that we extend our thanks to 
those who have so faithfully and successfully labored to 
accomplish this end. 

2. Resolved, That we hereby express our full confidence 
in the present management of our College, and that we 
are thankful to God for the marked prosperity which has 
attended it of late. 

3. Resolved, That we recommend the discontinuance of 
the primary department in the College, and the establish-
ment by the Battle Creek church of a private school for the 
benefit of their younger children. 

4. Resolved, That we tender them for this purpose a 
suitable room in the College building. 

5. Resolved, That we urge the president of our Conferences 
and our leading men to look out worthy young people who 
might become useful in the cause, and encourage them to 
attend our College. 

6. Resolved, That we will take steps to secure a suitable 
teacher in the French language as soon as there is a suffi-
cient number of students in the College to warrant such a 
step. 

Resolutions 3 and 4 called out quite a lengthy dis-
cussion, and they were finally referred to the Board 
of Trustees. The other resolutions were adopted, 
after being considered separately. 

The Nominating Committee recommended that Geo. 
I. Butler, U. Smith, W. W. Prescott, A. R. Henry, 
J. H. Kellogg, W. C. Sisley, and W. S. Nelson act as 
Board of Trustees for the ensuing year. The vote 
by ballot resulted in the election of the persons named. 

Adjourned sine die. 	GEO. I. BUTLER, Pres. 
W. W. PRESCOTT, Sec. 

HEALTH REFORM INSTITUTE PROCEEDING4. 

TWENTIETH ANNUAL SESSION. 

PURSUANT to appointment, the stockholders of the 
Health Reform Institute assembled in the Tabernacle 
at Battle. Creek, Mich., Nov. 23, 1886, at 2 : 30 P. M., 
for the twentieth Annual session. The President oc-
cupied the chair. Prayer by Eld. J. Fargo. The 
meeting was organized by calling the roll to ascertain 
the amount of stock represented, which was found to 
be 204 shares represented by stockholders in person, 
and 580 by proxy. Majority, 49. 

On motion, the reading of the Secretary's report of 
the last annual meeting was waived, as the minutes 
had been published in the Year Book. 

The Treasurer's report was read, as follows :-
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF HEALTH REFORM INSTITUTE, 

SEPT. 30, 1886. 
RESOURCES. 

Sanitarium Invent Co. stock, 	$ 9,450 00 
Real estate, 	 150,714 22 



Furnishings, 	 26,907 13 
Notes receivable, 	 4,720 14 
Fuel, 	 1,462 25 
Instruments and apparatus, 	13,914 43 
Sanitary supplies, 	 1,184 14 
Farm stock, poultry, etc., 	2,782 15 
Supplies, 	 13,977 66 
Medical supplies, 	 938 25 
Accounts receivable, 	 11,491 38 
Cash on hand, 	 216 15- 

$237,757 90 
LIABILITIES. 

Notes payable, 	 $47,463 42 
Accounts payable, 	 12,280 61 
Net w'th Sept. 30, '85, 	$136,666 18 
Net gain Sept. 30, '86, 	. 41,347 69 

Net worth Sept. 30, '86, 	178,013 87 

$237,757 90 
In reply to inquiries, Dr. Kellogg made the follow-

ing statements respecting the unusually large earn-
' ings reported this year, and the following reasons 
, were given for the remarkable prosperity of the in-

stitution as shown by the financial report :- 
1. The number of patients and the average re-

ceipts from patients have been more during the last 
'year than in any year previous. In February and-
March, usually the dullest months, the number of pa-
tients at one time was two hundred and sixty-five ; 
and the average was over two hundred. The receipts 
from all sources during' the year have been nearly 
$50,000 more than last year. 

2. The expense of running the institution has been 
proportionately less the last year than ever before. 
Notwithstanding the much larger amount of business 
done, the actual cost of running the institution dur-
ing the last year has exceeded that of the' previous 
year by only sixty-four dollars. This is undoubtedly 
due in part to the low price of food products of all 
sorts.- Something must be accredited to-the fact that 
few repairs have been needed. Considerable expense 
had been incurred the year before in re-plastering 
the older portion of the building, and in other neces-
sary repairs. This year, very little-  of such work has 
been necessary, and the prospect is that little expend-
iture in repairs or further improvements will be 
needed for some years to come. And last, but not 
least, and in justice to my co laborers, I should say 
that I believe that those in charge of the hiring of 
help and the management of the household interests 
of the institution, especially the steward, W. H. Hall, 
and the matron, Mrs. L. M. Hall, have made, during 
the past year, extraordinary efforts to economize in 
every way possible. What is saved, is to us a matter 
of even greater consequence than what is earned; 
and very great credit must be given to the efficient 
and economical management of the help and house-
hold affairs, which has not been accomplished with-
out an extraordinary effort on the part of those re-
sponsible for this department of the work, and which 
I feel ought to be properly recognized and appreci-
ated by the stockholders. 

The Chairman called attention to the very satisfac-
tory profit shown in the financial report of the Sani-
tarium farm, and stated that the directors felt more 
and more convinced of the value of this adjunct to 
the institution. The report was as follows :— 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF SANITARIUM FARM. 
RECEIPTS. 

Milk, $1,100 00 
Berries, •750 00 
Corn, . 204 61 
Wheat, 104 25 
Potatbes, 245 00 
Ray, 150 00 
Oats, 50 00 
Eggs, 378 75 
Dressed chickens, 250 00 

$3,232 61 
EXPENDITURE 

Incidentals, $ 351 46 
Feed, 491 37 
Labor, 1,173 41 

" 
	
2,016 24 

• Net earnings, $1,216 37 
The Chairman also called attention to the fact that 

a large part of the earnings had been applied on the 
Lafit vear the amount of bills payable was over 

$67,000. During the year this has been reduced to a 
little more than $47,000. About $9,000 have been in-
' ,ted in Sanitarium Improvement Company stock. 
About half of the balance of the year's earnings has 
I, en invested in an electric lighting plant, ,of the 
&Ligon patent. The following advantages were 
lamed for the new light, which -had - been in use 
ince July, about four months 
1. The electric light is better for the eye, more 

steady and uniform in character, and in every way 
1Ylore satisfactory as a light. 

2.: Its- adyantagea to health in other respects are 
kten more 'apparent. Coal gas is poisonous and ex-
'Waive. Persons very often:visit the institution who 

not accustomed to the use Of gas;  and blow it out 
as they would a candle. When using gas, scarcely a 
eOk pasSed'that the night watchman did not have 
eeasion-to arouse some patient in the night to tell 

him that the gas was escaping in his room. Under 
these circumstances the danger to life and the liabil- 
ity to loss of property by fire were very great. Un- 
der the most favorable conditions, there is constant 
contamination of the air from the escape of gas from 
slight leaks in pipes, and from the burning of the gas. 

2. From an economical point of view, the advan-
tage of the electric light over gas is very great. The 
cost of gas, matches, globes, chimneys, etc., was 
about $2,500 a year. The cost of the electric light 
is scarcely more than the cost of the oil for lubricat- 
ing the machinery, and the oil is filtered and used 
over and over, so that the loss is very small indeed. 
The steam used for running the machinery is used to 
heat the building also, for which purpose its utility is 
not impaired by its use for the electric light. The 
entire cost of the plant will be saved in two or three 
years Since the new light has been put in, matches 
are not allowed in the institution, except in the hands 
of two or three trusty persons. 

In response to further questions respecting the cost 
of food and other supplies, the Chairman explained 
something of the internal workings of the institution,  
as regards finances. A careful account is kept with 
each department of the institution, and in such a 
manner that it is possible to tell the exact cost of any 
department for any day or week or month during the 
year. An effort is made to make each department 
do something toward paying its way, besides contrib-
uting to the general earnings. For example, the 
Food Supply Department manufactures and sells a 
line of health foods, which have a sale amounting to 
several thousand dollars annually. The profit, what-
ever it may be, is deducted from the cost of food sup-
plies consumed in the institution. This trade is con-
stantly growing. 

To give something of an idea of the amount of sup-
plies required by the large demands of the institution, 
the steward presented a statement, giving the amounts 
used of each of the leading articles consumed. The 
entire family of the institution, including managers 
and employees, numbers from two hundred and fifty 
to four hundred. For the support of this large fam-
ily and treatment of patients, the following is re-
quired yearly :— 
Water, 	 300,000 bbls. 
Flour and other grains, 	 1,000 bbls. 
Apples, 	 700 bbls. 
Potatoes and other vegetables, 	 1,500 bu. 
Peaches, pears, small fruits, 	 900 bu. 
Eggs, 	 8,000 doz. 
Milk, 	 45,000 gals. 
Ice, 	 700 tons 
Coal, 	 2,000 tons 
Wood, 	 700 cords 

After some further discussions and explanations, 
on motion, the report of the Treasurer was adopted. 

The Chair then called upon Eld. A. S. Hutchins for 
a report concerning the religious interests of the in-
stitution. He replied by saying that he felt this to 
be a very important subject, and one in which the 
stockholders must have quite an interest. They had 
been shown that the institution was in a prosperous 
condition financially, and the same could be said with 
perfect safety in regard to the religious interests, at 
least in some directions. He stated that in regard to 
himself he was really a patient there, but had in some 
measure the charge of the religious in,teresta of the 
house. They had worship in the parlor every morn-
ing at quarter past seven, accompanied by reading of 
the Scriptures, singing, and prayer. The patients 
that came in to worship in the morning, of course 
varied in number, according to the religious interests 
which they felt. The Sabbath was begun by reading 
of the Scriptures and prayer. At the close of the 
Sabbath, worship was again held. Every Sunday 
evening a Bible reading was held in the parlor. On 
Friday evening, a general prayer and social meeting 
was held in the large gymnasium, which was attended 
by both patients and helpers. A preaching service 
was sometimes held instead of the social meeting. 
For several weeks in the past a helpers' prayer-meet-
ing had been held every morning at quarter before 
six, and morning worship at 6 : 15 A. M. This had 
been carried on by the managers without the assist-
ance of the chaplain. He said that he could not state 
definitely the number that had embraced the truth, 
but several had been baptized. 

Remarks were made concerning the missionary 
work of the institution, in which it was stated that 
300 copies of Good Health, 800 of the Signs, 600 of 
the Gospel Sickle, and 50 of the Sentinel were sent out 
every month- to all parts of the world. For years 
the managers have employed one or more persons to 
do missionary work in the institution. A missionary 
rack is kept in a conspicuous place, and is well sup-
plied with tracts. A regularly-organized society is 
maintained, and weekly meetings are held. Within 
the last year this society has raised and used over 
$700 for missionary purposes. 

W. H. Hall, superintendent of the Sabbath-school, 
reported respecting that feature of the work. The 
institution has a flourishing Sabbath-school, which 
numbers about 160 persons, divided into twenty 
classes. Nearly all connected with the institution 
attend regularly. The school takes 225 copies of the 
_Instructor. During the last year the. Sabbath con- 
tributions have amounted to more than $500, most of 
which has been donated to foreign missions, $250 

being sent to the Australian mission, the remainder 
to the various other missions. 

The managers have endeavored to maintain a gen-
eral interest in all branches of our religious work, and 
the extent of this interest may be indicated by the 
financial support which those connected with the in-
stitution have given to other enterprises. Of the 
entire family of employees and managers, fifty are 
members of the Battle Creek church. All but one or 
two of these pay a monthly tithe into the treasury of 
the church. The average yearly amount paid by each 
is $40, nearly double the amount paid by any other 
community of Sabbath keepers anywhere. This rep-
resents but a fraction of the donations made to the 
cause, however, as the free-will offerings made during 
the last year bring the average of total donations to 
more than $100 each. The wages paid to those em-
ployed in the highest positions are not more than 
those earned by ordinary laborers and mechanics. 

On motion, the Chair was empowered to appoint 
the usual committees, which were announced as fol-
lows :— 

On Nominations : R. M. Kilgore, C. L. Boyd, S. H. 
King. 

On Resolutions : D. A. Robinson, I. D. Van Horn, 
H. S. Lay. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned to 2 : 30 1'. 
Nov. 25. 

SECOND MEETING.—Prayer by Eld. S. N. Haskell. 
Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved. 

The Chairman announced that the Secretary had 
discovered that one person who represented forty 
proxy votes at the previous meeting, was not properly 
authorized, though innocent of any wrong intent. 
There were present, however, two persons represent-. 
ing sixty proxy votes, the certificates for which had 
been received since the previous meeting, which 
would more than offset the number lost. It was, of 
course, necessary to re-appoint the committees, which 
was accordingly done. 

While the committees were making ready their re-
ports, the Chair presented a communication from the 
attorney of the institution, relating to the legality of 
adjourned sessions of the annual meeting, as fol 
lows :— 

"A regular meeting, unless special provision is 
made to the contrary, may adjourn to a future fixed • 
clay, from day to day, or from time to time, with 
many days intervening ; and at such adjourned meet-
ing or meetings, it will be lawful to transact any 
business which might have been transacted at the 
stated meeting of which it' is, practically but a con-
tinuation. 

`Unless such be the special requirement of the 
charter or of a by-law, the adjourned regular meeting 
would not be limited to completing particular items 
of business which had been actually entered upon 
and left unfinished at the first meeting, but might, if 
the adjournment was general, do any act which 
might have been done had no adjournment taken 
place. 

" Where the meeting, if a regular one, can only act 
upon a specific matter, or if a special one, can only 
act upon matters of which notice has been given to 
the members, while it is competent in either case to 
adjourn, the adjourned meeting is, in both cases, 
limited equally with the first meeting, to the specified 
matters. Whatever difficulty thereyinay be in the way 
of a minority adjournment is removed, in the case of 
this organization, by the provisions of the minority 
adjournment by-law which was passed at the last 
annual meeting." 

The Committee on Nominations submitted through 
its chairman, Eld. Kilgore, the names of the follow-
ingpersons as nominees for the Board of Directors 
for the ensuing year :— 

J. Fargo, A. R. Henry, I. D. Van Horn, W. H. 
Hall, G. H. Murphy, L. M. Hall, J. H. Kellogg. 

On motion, the report was received, and ballots 
were cast for a formal nomination. The votes having 
been collected and counted, were found to give a 
majority for each of the candidates, who were de-
clared nominated, and, on motion, elected. 

The Committee.on Resolutions submitted the fol-
lowing report :- 

1. Resolved, That we acknowledge the special provide-rice 
of God in the present prosperous condition of the San-
itarium; and that while we do this, we would also recognize 
the agents that he has used in bringing the institution to 
its present financial strength and spiritual prosperity, and 
give them our prayers, our sympathy, and our hearty co-
operation. 

Whereas, There, are, from time to time, persons coming 
to the Sanitarium who are sick and need the benefits to be 
derived from the institution, whose circumstances are such 
that they are unable to pay only in part, if any at all, for 
their board and treatment; and— 

Whereas, Such persons would have to obtain and make 
satisfaction in some way for their board at their homes, or 
wherever they might be; therefore- 

2. Resolved, That those who properly come on the list of 
charity patients should make provision to pay for their 
board while at the Sanitarium, and that only the treatment 
which may be prescribed should be given them free of charge 
by the institution. 

Whereas, The Sanitarium is not a hotel, nor a public 
house, but is conducted as a private medical institution 
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more in the manner of a large family who have moral and 
religions influences to maintain; therefore- 

3. Resolved, That we heartily approve of the action of 
the managers in conducting family worship in the early 
morning, at which service all who labor in the institution 
should be required to be present, unless excused by the 
managers. 

Whereas, The question of health and temperance un-
questionably should hold a prominent place in our work as 
a people, and while it may be made the medium of benefit-
ing men physically, it may also become the open doer 
through which spiritual light and truth may shine forth; 
therefore- 

4. Resolved, That we Invite and beseech the several State 
Conferences to give this branch of the work more attention 
than it has received in the past, by a greater circulation of 
our health literature, and by a more frequent and earnest 
discussion of the question before our people. 

Whgr,eas, We believe that our city mission workers could, 
through this means, reach a class of people that they cannot 
approach in any ether manner; therefore- 

5. Resolved, That we commend to these workers, and to 
the management controlling them, the plan of giving health 
Bible readings and circulating health literature as a prep-
aration for other missionary work. 

D. A. ROBINSON, 
I. D. VAN HORN, Committee. 
H. S. LAY, 

On motion, the above report was received, and the 
various resolutions discussed and voted upon sepa-
rately, each being adopted by unanimous vote. - 

In the discussion of the first resolution the Chairman 
stated that he particularly wished it to be understood 
that the managers of the institution took no personal 

,credit for the prosperity with which the institution 
had been blessed during the last year ; that they felt 
that the success of the-  work was due alone to the 
special blessing of God ; and that as soon as the result 
of the year's work was known; they called together 
all connected with the institution, and held a special 
praise meeting. Harmony of action, and a deep 
solicitude on the part of all to do their best, with the 
blessing of God added; is certain to bring success. 

Adjourned sine die. 	J. H. KELLOGG, Pres. 
W. H. HALL, Sec. 

- • 	 

THE;GENERALJNEETING FOR IOWA. 

ALL railway lines leading to Des Moines have of-
fered a reduction of fare to those who attend our gen-
eral meeting Jan. 13-18. The D. M. and 0. R. R. 
will sell round-trip tickets for one fare from Osceola. 
The other roads will sell return tickets at one-third 
fare, provided that a receipt is procured from the agent 
for full fare going. No return tickets at the reduced 
rate will be issued except this formality is complied 
with. This will be an important meeting. The best 
assistance from abroad has been secured. 

COMMITTEE. 

GENERAL MEETING AT GOOD THUNDER, 
MINNESOTA. 

A GENERAL meeting for the special benefit of the 
churches in the south-western part of our Conference 
will be held at Good Thunder, commencing. Friday 
evening, Jan. 28, and continuing over Sabbath and 
first-day. We trust there will-be a general rally from 
all the churches within a reasonable distance. Sev-
eral of the ministering brethren will be in attendance, 
and it may be the church will be dedicated at that 
time, if satisfactory help can be obtained. We sug-
gest that those coming bring bedding and some pro-
visions. Important matters will be considered, and 
we urge all to attend. 	MINN. CONF. Com. 

TENNESSEE, ATTENTION! 

THE brethren in Tennessee have all, no doubt, seen , 
by the action of the General Conference, that Eld. 
Marvin was recommended to make this State his fut-
ure field of labor. He informs me that he will be 
ready to begin labor by the middle of January. This 
will give us more help than we have ever had before ; 
and to support all of our laborers will take more 
means than has ever before been expended ; but if 
every member in the Conference will pay an honest 
tithe, we can keep all our ministers at work this year. 

If any are afraid of suffering by parting with the 
tithe, please read 2 Chron. 31 : 10. We do not want 
our ministers to stop their work for souls, and go to 
the various occupations of life ; but this is what they 
will have to do unless we do our part in returning to 
the Lord that which belongs to him. (Read Neh. 13 : 
10.) 

We have but a little space of time allotted to us 
wherein-we can work, and our persecutors press us 
harder and harder every year. Let us enter upon the 
new year with greater determination than ever before 
to do God's will. We did something last year ; but 
*et us now redouble our energies. Let all isolated 
Sabbath-keepers in the State, not belonging to any 
of the churches in the State, send their tithes to 
J.,B. Yates, Cross Plains, Robertson Co., Tenn. 

J. M. REEK, Pres. Tenn. Conf. 
Jan, 2. 
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FOR WEEK ENDING JAN. 8. 

DOMESTIC. 

—The National debt was reduced during DecembL• $9,-
300,000. 

—A coal famine at New York is feared should the strike 
of New Jersey coal handlers continue a week longer. 

—It is reported that the labor organizations have con-
tributed $15,000 for the lawyers of the murderous anarch-
ists. 

' 	—The ice in the Straits of Mackinaw is strong enough to 
bear horses. It is reported as the earliest freezing of the 
straits in years. 

—The thermometer dropped to 22 in sections of North-
ern Florida Tuesday morning. Orange trees in exposed. 
places were damaged. 

—Arensdorf and five others, charged with murder and 
conspiracy in the Haddock affair, appeared in court at Sioux 
City Monday, and entered pleas, of not guilty. 

—Owing to a strike of dockhands at Port Johnson and 
Elizabethport, the mines in the Wilkesbarre (Pa.) district 
have been closed, throwing:out of employment 8,100 per-
sons. 

—The shops of the Northern Pacific Road at Fargo, D. T., 
were destroyed by fire Friday morning, three locomotives 
and valuable machines being ruined. The loss' is about 
$200,000. 

—The foundry of E. P. Allis & Co.'s Reliance Machine-
works at Milwaukee, Wis., was destroyed by fire Thursday 
night, entailing a loss $250,000. The insurance aggregates 
$400,000. 

• —The kitchen range in a -hotel at La Fayette, Ind., ex-
ploded Friday morning, terrifying the guests, many of 
whom rushed into the streets in scanty clothing. The 
cook was fatally burned. 

—Fire losses in the United States and Canada during 
DeCember reached $11,200,000, and for the year 1886 ag-
gregate $116,600,000, the figures for both the month and 
year being far above the average. 

—One of the walls of the addition to the Pillsbury ele-
vator at Minneapolis collapsed Wednesday morning, scat-
tering 60,000 bushels of No. 1 hard wheat over the Mani-
toba tracks. The loss is heavy. 

—There were 1,499 murders in the United States last 
year, and only 83 executions, which shows that justice is 
not only blind but asleep. Judge Lynch, however, came 
to the rescue will). 133 " irregular hangings." 

—A dynamite cartridge was exploded under the Sutter 
street cable track at San Francisco Wednesday night, the 
detonation shaking buildings, shattering glass, and terrify-
ing people living in the neighborhood. The loss to the 
railway company is heavy. 

—The boiler in Newton House's grist-mill at 'Elwood, 
Ind., exploded Tuesday morning, completely wrecking the 
structure, killing two men and wounding others. The fly-
ing debris badly damaged buildings in the vicinity,, and 
many persons had narrow escapes. 

—A slope of the Henry Clay Colliery, near Shamokin, 
Pa., owned by the Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron 
Company, took lire Thursday morning, and heavy losses are 
anticipated. Four men were burned by explosions of gas, 
and 1,500 persons have been rendered idle. 

=a-A gas explosion Thursday in the Andrews Block at 
Youngstown, Ohio, caused a fire which destroyed a half a 
dozen buildings, including the First Baptist church. One 
man was badly burned, and another perished in the flames. 
The loss is about $125,000, with insurance of $75,000. 

—Wittrock, Haight, and Weaver, three of the perpetrators 
of the notorious express robbery on the St. Louis and San 
Francisco Railway last October, pleaded guilty Tuesday at 
St. Louis, and were sentenced, Wittrock and Haight to seven 
years each, and Weaver to five years in the penitentiary. 

—Earthquake shocks and loud rumblings early Monday 
morning disturbed and excited the inhabitants of towns in 
Western Maryland. As the country is mountainous, a iel-
canie upheaval is feared. Tuesday morning sharp 'earth-
quakes were felt at Charleston and Summerville, S. C., but 
no damage to buildings resulted. A severe earthquake 
shock Wednesday forenoon greatly alarmed the people of 
Baige, Texas, and vicinity. 

—Near Republic, Ohio, early Tuesday morning, a fearful 
disaster occurred on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, from 
the collision of a freight train and a west-hound express, the 
latter running at a speed of nearly sixty miles an hour. 
Immediately after the crash the cars took fire, and a num-
ber of the imprisoned passengers were burned to death. 
Twenty persons lost their lives, and all the mail and ex-
press matter was destroyed. The same morning an acci-
dent of less magnitude occurred on the Boston and Albany 
road, near West Springfield, Mass., by which two men were 
killed and several others more or less injured. 

FOREIGN. 

—By the burning of an inclosure at the People's Park, 
in Madras, British India, 275 natives lost their lives. 

—It is stated that the Guion line of ocean steamers has 
declined to bring over any more Mormon immigrants. 

—An epidemic of typhoid fever is raging at Clermont- 

Ferrand, France, and 1,800 persons out of a population of 
40,000 have been attacked. 

—Holland's home population is stated to be 4,000,000 
and its East Indian Colonies 22,000,000. 

—The cold wave has descended upon Mexico. In the 
capital Monday morning thin ice formed, the change in 
temperature being remarkably sudden. 

—The leading newspaper at St. Petersburg denies stories 
that the czar is insane, and characterizes as falsehoods the 
several actions attributed to the emperor. 

—The London Standard, of Friday morning, states that 
Mr. Gladstone is prepared to modify his home-rule scheme, 
with a view to the conciliation of the dissident Liberals. 

—The German people, according to a report made by 
our consul at Chesanotza, consumed last year one billion, 
one hundred millions (1,100,000,000) gallons of beer—
enough to form a lake a mile square and.; six and a half 
feet deep. 

—The Paris correspondent of the London Times posi-
tively confirms a recent statement of his that Russia and 
Germany have concluded a direct alliance, by which Russia 
remains neutral in the event of another Franco-Prussian " 
war, and Germany in case of a Russian war with Austria. 

RELIGIOUS. 

—Messrs. Sam Jones and Sam Small are expected to be- • 
gin a series of meetings in the People's Church, Boston, 
Jan. 9. 

—Bishop William Taylor will remain in England till Jan-
uary, to supervise the building of a steamer for the use of 
his mission on the Upper Congo. 

—The spectacle of 45,000 skaters on the lake in Cen-
tral Park, New York, last Sunday, evinced the degree of 
popularity which the Puritan Sunday enjoys in this vicinity. 

—Bibles are distributed at Castle Garden, New York, 
printed in English, Welsh, French, Danish, Swedish, Finnish, 
Italian, Spanish, German, Dutch, Russian, Bulgarian, Hunga-
rian, Bohemian, Polish, Slavic, Arabic, Greek, Armenian, 
Hebrew, and Portuguese. 

—The pope is pretty well fixed in a worldly point of view. 
He derives $540,000 from capital left by Pius IX., and de-
posited in English banks ; $2,000,000 from rents, and $3,-
000,000 from "Peter's pence," the gifts of Roman Catho-
lics in all parts of the world. He has improved on the 
financial condition of Peter the fisherman, and come into an 
estate more like that of " Dives." 

—Sunday, Jan. 2, was the first Sunday which came under 
the operations of the Sunday closing law passed in Louisi-
ana at the last session of the State Legislature, and was 
generally observed throughout the State. The zealous por-
tion of the citizens of New Orleans have formed a " law 
and order" league, and no money will be lacking and no 
pains spared to secure the enforcement of the statute in 
that city. The " law and order " society of Pittsburg, Pa., 
inaugurated a war against the non-Sunday observers the 
same day, and as a result all of the cigar.  stores, confection-
eries, and a large number of the saloons Were closed. The 
cigar dealers threaten to retaliate by stopping the street-
cars and closing up all kinds of business next Sunday. 

" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lin* from henceforth."—Rev. 
14 :13. 

HAssv.—Died at West Sumner, Me., Dec. 10, 1880,) Margaret F., 
wife of James R. Hasey, aged 55 years and 7 months. Sister Hasey 
began the observance of the Sabbath under the labors of Eld. J. B. 
Goodrich. She lost her eye-sight some years before her death, but 
bore her afflictions with patience. She rests in hope of a crown of 
life. 	 Hco, W. WAsnBURN. 

HUNTER.—Died of croupous diphtheria, in Tobacco township, Glad-
win Co., Mich., Dec. 10, 1880, Minnie, youngest daughter of Frank and 
Maggie Hunter, aged 4 years, 1 month, and 11 days. Minnie was a 
bright and lovable child, admired by all who knew her. We laid her 
spay to sleep but for a short time, till the Life-giver comes, when she 
Will awake to immortality. Funeral services wore held in the M. E. 
church at Edenvillo, conducted by Eld. Scott (Methodist). 

C. J. AMES. 

Hmsom.—Died in Portland, Me., Dec. 27,1888, of diphtheria, Arthur 
Gilbert, only son of Gilbert E. and Susan J. Hilborn, aged 7 years and 
1 month. Little Arthur was a bright, intelligent boy, and very studi-
ous in his lessons at school, Although he was so young, he had 
learned alfof the commandments, the twenty-third psalm, and the 
last chapter of the Revelation, besides many other verses from the 
Bible. But death has claimed him, and we are called to mourn his 
loss ; but we do not mourn as those who have no hope. We believe 
he will come forth in the first resurrection, clothed in .immortal vigor. 

SUSAN J. HILBURN. 

KETTLE.—Died of cancer, Sept. 25, 1886, near Coopersville, Mich., 
Frederick C. Kettle, aged seventy-four years. Bro. Kettle had been 
a member of the Wright church for many years. About twelve years 
ago he lost his wife by a very sail accident, death by, fire. He has 
since made his home among his brethren, mostly in Northern Michi-
gan. Though in feeble health, he spent considerableitime in mission-
ary work, with good results. About one year ago he returned to 
Wright. A few weeks previous to his death he desired to visit his 
nephew, at whose home he died. His sufferings over, we trust he 
sleeps but for a little while, then to awake to immortality. Funeral 
services by the writer, from John 11 : 12. 	 E. S. LANS. 

CARDEY.—Died of inflammation of the stomach, Dec. 27, 1588, at Brit-
ish Hollow, Wis., Mary A., wife of John  B. Cardey, aged 58 years, 11 
months, and 7 days. Sr. Cardey was brn Jan. 20, 1828. Three years 
ago she joined the S. D. A. Church, being baptized by Eld. Sanborn. 
She was a member of the Waterloo church at the time of her death. 
She leaves a husband, three sons, two daughters, and many relatives 
and friends to mourn their loss ; but we sorrow not as do those with-
out faith. Words of comfort were spoken by Bro. Geo. W. Sumner, 
from Ps. 116: 15, after which we laid her away to await the morning 
of the resurrection, when, if faithful, we hope to meet her again. 

MARIA CARDER'. 
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WY/CUL-Died in Allendale, Mich., Dec. 17, 1886, of consumption, 

Emma, eldest daughter of Bro. and Sr. Wyatt, aged twenty-eight 
years, 	Emma had observed the Sabbath with her parents since they 

Books Sent by Express.-F M Hebble, E T Palmer, D T Shire- 
man, T H Gibbs, H P Holser, Miss Laura Winebrenner, T II Gibbs, 
J A Burden, J V Willson, Sarah A V Young, Julia H Jenkins. 

WHO CHANGED. THE -SABBATH 9  
embraced it, about twenty years ago. While she made no public pro-
fession, she ever manifested an interestin the progress of the truth, also 
an interest to attend Sabbath meetings and camp-meetings. 	Three 
weeks before her death the church at Allendale met for worship at 
her home, at which time she was baptized. We lay her away to sleep, 
knowing that when Jesus comes every precious jewel will be remem- 
bered 	forth from their dusty beds. 	The funeral and called 	 services 

Books Sent by Ereiyht.-L T Nicola, L Dyo Chambers, lEiken-T.( 
berry & Co, G A King, L Dyo Chambers. 
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43.76, Iowa Conf Elkhorn 	P L Hansen 84.65, Wis T & Al 	W N pr 	 pr 

TRACT of 24 pages, which fully answers this question, and shows 
IA 	how Sunday displaced the Bible Sabbath. 	Extracts are given 
from Catholic writers. 	Price, 3 ets. 

Address, 	REVIEW & HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

___  
were held Dec. 19, conducted by Eld, E. H. Root, at which time ap- 
propriate words were spoken to a well-filled house of sympathizing 
friends and neighbors, from ha. 3 : 10, 11. 

Kennedy 10. 

International 21. .a .Y1'. fl 	Y T & AI 81.0„ C H Bliss 5., 
Mich T & M 10. ralieffers

t 

. 	.____________, 

nibt. 

HURST-Died of typhoid fever, after an illness of only about eight 
days, near Bowling Green, Ohio, Dec. 7, 1886, Bro. James Hurst, aged 

. 
Arkansas Relief Fund.-N P Jensen $2., N Y T & 1V1 3., James 

Jones 2. 

, 

24 years, 3 months, and 19 days. 	He was born Aug. 18, 1862, in S. D. A. E. floc.-Share Hattie House $10. Upsell, Cambridgeshire, England. 	He was converted and began the h., observance of the, Sabbath under the labors of Eld. E. H. Gates, while 
the latter was holding a tent meeting at Portage River two years ago 
last summer, since which he has lived an exemplary Christian life. 
The reads were never too bad, nor the storm too severe, nor the night 
too dark to keep Bro. Hurst from the prayer-meeting. 	He was always 
there to add his words of faith and courage. 	The church and corn- 
munity have lost a valuable worker and citizen. 	Funeral sermon by 
the writer, from James 4: 14, to a full house of sympathizing friends. 
While we mourn, it is with the consolation of the blessed hope. 

, 	 R. A. UNDERWOOD. 

s  General Conference. 	Jas Hackett $1., J H Waggoner 10., C H  Bliss 35.  
Scandinavian Mission.-N P Jensen .$3., A Swedberg 2.16, 
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European Mission.-Lura Bingham $1.27, Peter Salverda 10., 
N Y T & M 37., N Y T & NI 5., Abbie Slasher 3., Mrs Mary Lornson • 
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JORDAN.-Died at Redfield, Dak., Dec. 20, 1886, after only three 
days' illness from black erysipelas, Carrie, the beloved wife of John 
R. Jordan, aged 38 years, 9 months, and 6 days. 	Carrie Miles was 

2.60, 1 E Kimball C55, Mich T & NI 15., Jas Perron and family 2., J 9' 
Walter 7,, L B and L W Caswell 2. 

0, H. T. D. Fund,-R A Craig $42., Oliver Russell 50., Ind T & 151 
1,500., Hickman Miller 100. 
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born in Shelby Co., Ky.; was married in Augusta, Morrow CO., Ind., 
Dec. 18, 1865. 	About one year after she joined the Christian Church, 
Bro. E. 0. Hammond gave a course of lectures on present truth at 

,. 
Engtisli Mission.-Luca Bingham $2 12 N' Y T & 1s1 100. I E 

5., Hattie 	 - 	' 
MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

school-house No. 9, Compromise, Champaign Co., Ill. Attending these 
lectures, she became convinced of her duty to keep all the law of God, 

Kimball 	House 5„ L B SLI, W Caswell 2. 
, 	, 

Australia/, 
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and commenced to observe the Sabbath at once. 	She was always 
faithful. 	A husband and five little children mourn her loss. 	It is sad 

Mission.-N Y T & lif $91., Evart 8 S 1.78, W W 
OUSE d. Prescott 2.50, HattM H 	' ' 
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to see a mother taken away from dependent little ones ; but may.they 
so live that when Jesus comes, they will be prepared to meet him in 
peace. 	In the absence of a minister, the writer conducted the burial 
services, from Rev. 21 : 10-18. 	 J. S. FISHER.  

South African Mission.-Topeka S SOO W H Kennedy Lake ., 
View 18.45. 
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" And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every ereature."-Mark 16 :15, 

Pi 	ance principles and instruction in the art.of preserving health. 	It .All is emphatically . 
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VERGENNES (general meeting), 	 Jan. 17-20 
Troy, 	 " 	21-26 

any way affects the health. 	Its articles being short and pointed, it is 
specially adapted to farmers, mechanics, and house-keepers, who have 
but little leisure for reading. 	It is just the journal that every family 
needs, and may be read with profit by every member. 
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OW We are requested to say that the P. 0. address 
of N. P. Dixon, State canvassing agent for Kansas, 
is Portis, Osborne Co., Kansas. The P. 0. address of 
E. M. Kalloch will be Battle Creek, Mich., care of 
the College, until further notice. 

THE MISSIONARY SHIP. 

WE made 'neutron last week of the ship that came 
in at the Tabernacle on Sunday evening, Dec. 26, 
bearing its precious cargo of cash contributions of, 
$2,360 51 for the missionary cause. So many ex-
pressed a desire to preserve some memento of the oc-
casion, that a photograph of the ship, with the sur-
rounding scenery, as it appeared upon the rostrum, 
has been taken, and can now be furnished to any 
who may desire it. The name of the ship was " Glad 
Tidings." The photograph is mounted on a card 5i 
ty 81 inches, and will be sent to any address for 25 
cts. All profits that may arise from the sale, will be 
strictly devoted to the same cause—the missionary 
work. 

A CAUTION. 

THE controversy over the Sabbath'question is daily 
increasing in magnitude, and will continue to do so 
to the end. It is a natural consequence that those 
who are determined to cling to the erroneous side, as 
arguments fail them, should become more and more 
sensitive to the course of those who occupy the oppo-
site position. It is equally plain that those who have 

- the truth, and who can therefore afford to be fair 
and candid and calm, should use wisdom in dealing 
with the question to give as little occasion for offense 
as possible. Of course so far as a plain straightfor-
ward presentation of the truth is an offense, those 
who are the advocates of error must meet that with 
what grace they can. We do not mean that the truth 
should be smoothed down or compromised at all to 
avoid giving offense. But the truth is sometimes 
presented in a manner which is unpleasant, by the  

use of terms more calculated to ruffle the feelings 
than to sustain the argument. For instance, in con-
versing with an observer of the first day of 'the week, 
to call Sunday such names as "the pope's old holi-
day," the "papal darling pet Sunday," etc., etc.,( 
would be calculated to irritate rather than convince. 
Hence it would be better to avoid all such terms. 
Let the rule rather be, "Soft words and hard argu-
ments." 

CRITICAL NOTES ON SABBATH TEXTS.: 

IN commentaries, Bible dictionaries, different ver-
sions, and various other Bible helps, it is well known 
that there are many excellent remarks, arguments, 
teps, definitions, comments, criticisms, and various 
readings on texts treating on the Sabbath and the law, 
which are of great value, but unavailable for general 
use, if one has to carry with him all the books which 
contain them. In order to furnish these to the Bible 
student; ready for handy use, Bro. Canright has 
collected the more important notes and criticisms on 
27 Sabbath and law texts, and they are published by 
the Office in pamphlet form. The size of page is' 
such, as to fit the ordinary pocket Bible ; and the 
design is that the leaves be cut out and slipped into 
the Bible opposite the texts upon which they treat. 
Each passage occupies a leaf by itself. A little mu-
cilage or paste will fasten them in. The leaves, for 
this purpose, are left unnumbered, and the back 
pages blank, that each one may add other notes if he 
has them. The texts commented upon are the fol-
lowing :— l, 

Gen. 2 : 1-3 ; Ex. 16 ; 35 : 3 ; Lev. 23 ; Deut. 5 : 15 ; 
Ps. 118 : 22, 24 ; Matt. 5 : 17-19 ; Mark 2 : 27, 28 ; 
Luke 16 :16 and chap. 24 ; John 7 : 22, 23 ; 20 : 26 ; 
Acts 2 :1-3 ; chap. 15 ; 20 : 7 ; Rom. 2 : 1-29 ; 3 : 31 ; 
6 :14 ; 7 : 1-25 ; 10 : 4 ; 14 : 5 ; 1 Cor. 16 : 2 ; 2 Cor. 
3 ; Eph. 2 :14, 15 ; Col. 2 : 14-17 ; Heb. 8 ; and Rev. 
1 :10. 

All Bible readers, colporters, and those who teach 
the Scriptures in any manner, will find them very 
useful. Price for the set, 20 cents. Address REVIEW 
AND HERALD. 

DIVORCE AND MARRIAGE. 

A CORRESPONDENT describes his condition thus : 
Married the second time,. having two children. Wife 
would not let children remain in the house when I 
was away. On this account we separated. Compro-
mised, and divorced by agreement. I am now mar-
ried to another woman, and both are living. Would 
it be right for me to unite with the church ? 

In reply we would say, that if the church acts ac-
cording to the Scriptures, he could not unite with 
it ; for it would not receive him. Neither was his 
marriage with the last woman a scriptural marriage, 
unless before such divorce the woman had proved 
false to her marriage vows, by committing the offense 
described in Matt. 19 : 9. According to the instruc-
tion of our Lord in that passage, parties once mar-
ried cannot be scripturally separated except for the 
cause there stated, namely, adultery. In this case 
the innocent party could procure a divorce and marry 
again ; but the sinning party could not marry again 
without living in adultery. And if the divorce our 
correspondent speaks of was not procured on thia 
ground, his last marriage is unlawful ; and of course 
no church could receive him as a member while liv- 
ing in that condition. 	.  

GENERAL MEE=NOS IN MICHIGAN. 

AT our excellent general meeting at Ithaca, in con-
sultation with the members of the Conference com-
mittee and other leading brethren, it was thought best 
to hold quite a number of general meetings in the 
State. These are designed to be occasions of im-
portance, and it is hoped that many of our brethren 
will come in from the neighboring churches. The 
first one is appointed for Greenville, commencing 
Sabbath evening, Feb. 5, and continuing until the 
following Tuesday. Invitations have been extended 
to us to hold other meetings at Hillsdale,- Allegan, 
Wright, Vassar, Bancroft, St. Charles, Charlotte, 
Memphis, and other points. We do not know that 
it will be possible for us to hold meetings at all these 
places, but we trust that we may be able to do so at 
most of them. We do not expect' that they will be 
confined entirely to preaching, but that they will be 
made occasions for instruction and stirring up an in-
terest in the various branches of the work. We 
want the Lord's blessing to rest upon his people, to 
inspire their hearts with new courage ; then they will 
be prepared to enter the work of God in earnest. 

We trust that Eld. E. W. Farnsworth will accom-
pany us to many of these meetings, and we shall 
look for a large attendance at each one of them. We 
expect that our brethren will make preparations -to 
entertain quite a goodly number from the surround-
ing churches. We never felt a deeper interest than 
at the present time to labor in the good work and 
stir up an interest, especially in Michigan. Our 
brethren have invited us to labor in this field, and 
placed heavy burdens upon us. It was in no sense a 
desire on our part that this should be done ; but hav-
ing been done by our brethren, we shall try the best 
we can to help them, and encourage them, and set 
before them the real wants of the cause, and stir up 
an increased interest in the work in every way we 
can. 

God certainly came very near to us at Ithaca, and 
we believe that he will do so at all of these general 
meetings if we seek him with earnest hearts. We 
trust that our brethren will make preparation to at-
tend the meeting at Greenville.' We are not prepared 
to appoint the time at which the meetings will be 
held at these other places. Our ministering brethren 
went forth to labor in different parts of the State 
with faith and courage. We tried to ascertain the 
fields most needy, and laborers were supplied them. 
Most likely some wants will not be met ; but we did 
the best we knew how. We shall be glad to hear 
from the brethren in different parts of the State in 
regard to the progress and wants of the cause in their 
localities. We want to become acquainted in all 
parts of Michigan. We are personally unacquainted 
with most of our people in the State, but we hope be—
fore the year closes to know many more of them. If 
the four thousand Sabbath-keepers in the State will 
all become earnest and devoted and thoroughly 
aroused to the importance of the work in which we 
are engaged, what a stir will be seen in Old Michi-
gan ! May God help us to labor earnestly, to this 
end. 	 GEO. I. BUTLER, Pres, Mick Conf. 

THE GENERAL MEETING AT WELLSVILLE, N. Y. 

THIS meeting was held according to appointment, 
commencing Sabbath evening, Jan. 1, and continuing 
until Tuesday. The attendance was larger than at 
any previous meeting we ever held in this place, and 
prominent brethren said, the largest ever held here, 
as the brethren came in from a considerable distance, 
from various parts of the surrounding country. EM. 
B. L. Whitney and all the ministers of the State and 
myself were the laborers present. We spoke to the 
people Sabbath evening on the subject of fasting,'the 
object of such a season, the good which may be de-
rived from it, and the spirit of contrition and humil-
iation of soul which should ever characterize such an 
occasion. A fast without sorrow arid contrition for 
sin is wholly useless ; but if made a day of true afflic-
tion of soul, it may be made the means of a great 
blessing spiritually to those who take part in it,' 

On Sabbath morning we spoke in regard to hunger-
ing and thirsting after righteousness, the necessity 
of a genuine conversion, the immense importance 
which the present interests of the cause should have 
to those who profess to believe this truth, the zeal 
and earnestness which should characterize their work, 
the blessing God has in store for those who- really 
seek him, the peace and joy which we may have if 
we hunger and thirst after righteousness and truly 
labor with a single eye for the glory of God, and the 
necessity for the highest possible standard of piety in 
order to be ready for the great work of spiritual re-
generation which must accompany the Third Angel's 
Message before it accomplishes its purpose in the 
earth. • These words were well received, and seemed 
to deeply affect many hearts. In the, afternoon the 
reading written by sister White was read and com-
mented upon, after which we had a general social 
meeting, in which many took part and manifested a 
deep feeling, weeping, and expressing a strong desire 
for an advancement in the divine life. 

Our morning meetings at eight o'clock, during the 
whole series were characterized with a large measure 
of God's Spirit. Several of the ministers broke down 
and made humble confessions. ' Some expressed 
themselves as having been greatly discouraged in 
the past, feeling that they must have a new conver-
sion, a new consecration to the work, or they could 
not longer preach the truth. Some of these obtained 
'relief, and the peace of God came into their hearts 
as they had not felt it for a long time. On two oc-
casions quite a number came forward for prayers, 
and expressed a deep feeling and an earnest desire 
for more of God's blessing. During the last day of 
the meeting matters of importance connected with 
the tract and missionary work, the canvassing inter-
est, and the circulation of our reading matter, such 
as the American Sentinelifood Health, and other im- 
portant publications, w 	considered with a good 
degree of interest. Many expressed themselves as 
greatly benefited by the meeting. We trust that the 
ministry will go forth with new courage and faith to 
labor for the Master, and that greater earnestness 
will characterize the work in that- Conference. We 
felt that the season was a precious one. Our hearts 
were encouraged by God's blessing, which was es- 
pecially manifested. 	 Gm. I. BUTLER. 
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