“‘Here Is the patience of the Saints :

Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus.”

Rev. 14:172.
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LIFE’S HARP.

BY VINA A. SUMNER.
WaeN life’s harp sounds in thrilling strains
Its solemn song,
And in soft, sighing, sweet refrains
Re-echo long
Within the soul, with plaintive tone
Ask evermore its questions lone.

Hope’s horoscope seems overcast,
Like the dark sky
That broods the night with clouds o’erpast—
- How fixed they lie!
Their leaden shadows veil the heart,
And bid the spirit’s light depart.

That hour the bruised spirit turns
Heavenward its eye ;
That hour the Christian truly learns
All prophecy,
Of heavenly wisdom born to stay
Within the soul - its strength for aye.

Then sing with joy, the gloomy night
Unveils the prophet’s star;
Rejoice with hope’s revealing light,
Thrilling the world afar 3
God’s promise blessed to earth is given,
Linking its hearts to his in heaven.
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 “Yhon they that feared the Lord spake cften one Lo another ; and the

Tord henrkened, and heard it, und a book of remembrance was written

gefnm hxﬁﬂn lfor &l@mn that fem‘ed the Lord, and thab thought upon his
ame,”’—Ma.

THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY.

BY W. 8. CHAPMAN.

| SaraN, once the covering cherub of God (Kze.

© 28 : 14), not having been consualted in reference to

the formation of man,and the world, yielded to a

i gpirit of jealousy which finally showed itself in
f| open rebellion, and led to his expulsion from para-

dise. Filled with rage at his defeat and loss of

- honors, and with a heart full of malice toward his

| Creator and Michael, he has ever since sought to

tse the knowledge he acquired previous to his fall,

:E to defeat, if possible, God’s designs.

From the beginning he has been active in coun-
terfeiting everything he can which pertains to

- God’s plan of salvation ; and with a cunning above

man’s ability, unaided, to penetrate, he has ever
presented these counterfeits in a form that appears
to mortals as correct and true, yet are always of

" such a nature as to lead the unwary farther and

farther from the truth. Beginning with Eve, he
presented a knowledge of good-and evil as a supe-
rior state to the blissful one of innocence in which
God formed her, and persuaded ker that the acqui-
sition of such knowledge would not result in death,
but tend to raise her to a level with the angelic
host. Hver sincey Satan has pictured willful diso-

bedience in such a pleasant and - captivating form
as to delude millions, who, believing him to be an
angel of light, have willingly followed the <gnis-
Jatuus he kept before them.

Knowing the value of organization and concen-
tration, he early drew men into bands and cowm-
panies ; and as they drifted farther and farther
from the truth, he became able to place nations in
opposition to God, by a presentation to them, for
worship, of material and visible objects, accompanied
by the ministration of priests, who could obtain
audible answers from the wood or stone before
which they bowed. Atlast men lostall knowledge
of God and his ministering spirits, and the world
became shrouded in g0 great a pall of darkness that
out of all its teeming thousands of human beings
ouly eight souls could be found who worshiped
their Creator in sincerity and truth! In mercy
God removed the inhabitants off from the face of
the earth, saving these eight righteous souls (Gen.
6 :5-13; 7 :1-T) that his purpose in the creation
of the world might be fulfilled. Isa. 45 :18; Ps.
37:29; Prov. 10 : 30.

Nothing daunted, Satan soon obtained almost
complete control over the hearts of men, and in
less than 100 years they were tempting God as
much as ever. Once more, in mercy to them, and
because the promise was, not again to destroy man
until the consummation should be poured out upon
the desolate (Dan. 9 : 27) and the end of all things
should come (Rev. 20 : 14), God withdrew the orig-
inal language, and visited upon men the curse of
a babel of tongues, causing them to drift apart,
and to scatter abroad over the whole earth. Gen.
11:1-9. Still the cunning of Satan prevailed over
the heart of foolish man, and in less than 500
vears God had to call Abram from among theidol-
atrous people to go into a far country, that he
might mwake of him a beginning from which to
gather unto himself a people out of the inhabitants
of the world, worthy to be placed in dominion over
it. Gen. 1‘7 1,2; Gal. 3:29; Micah 4:8;
Dan. 7:13, 14 Matt 25 :34; Ps 8:4, 6.

From this time onward the abomlnatlon of deso-
lation seemed to increase in power and in refine-
ment of application. While the nations that knew
not God were still lulled to sleep by the answers
of their oracles and the mummery of their false
priests, the worshipers of the true God were being
attacked, and drawn into idolatry, and made into
seckers, also, after knowledge from evil spirits
(1 Sam. 28 :7-20; Isa. 8:19) whom Satan had
cunningly trained to imitate, and usurp the posi-
tion of, God’s messengers (Ps. 104 : 4),—a decep-
tion that ever since has continued te drag countless
thousands down to an eternal death.

Time rolled on. Satan knew that soon the fut-
ure King of Israel was to appear upon the earth,
to confirm the covenant of his Father with men.
He felt, no doubt, that he must exert more craft
and skill to combat the influence of the new church
and its service of faith that the Anointed of God
would then establish. Selecting from among the
nations a people of dark countenance, the most
savage, brutal, and physically strong,—men who
would not regard the person of old or young, or
show favor to an enemy (Jer. 50:1-3, 41, 42;
Deut. 28 :49, 50),—he brought them in contact
with the children of God, that they might learn
and assume the garb and mien of civilization, and
be better able to work his will among the Christians
with whom the earth was soon to be peopled, then
gave them supreme control of his entire dominion.

And so, in process of time we find Paul lamenting
that ¢ the mystery of iniquity doth already work ” -
among the churches of God, and was to be per-
mitted to so work until the son of perdition be re-
vealed in his true character, and be destroyed by
the brightness of the glory of the King of Israel.
2 Thess. 2.

In the very first century of the existence of a
church among God’s people, history records the
fact that Satan’s emissaries began to propagate
errors and heresies. The first clash came in the
difference of opinion between the Jews and some
of the Gentile converts as to the observance of the
regulations of the Mosaic law, resulting in the con-
vening of the first church council. Aets 15:1-
29. With keen subtilty Satan convinced the Jews
that it was necessary to be tolerant with their Gen-
tile converts, and be lenient over their indulgence
of heathen practices. It was but a step farther to
convince them that an undue toleration could be
productive of no material harm ; and so, as the
Christian religion spread over the earth, it led to
the adoption by the church, of all the forms and
rites of paganism, finally brlngmg the multitude
completely under the sway of Satan in that form
of church government known as the papacy.

With the introduction of heathen practices within
the church, came also the propagation of that dev-
ilish phllo:aophy which teaches that it is right and
commendable to lie and deceive in order o pro-
mote what may be, or may seem to be, a right end.
This dogma has formed one of the chief weapons
which Satan has since relied upon to lull the con-
sciences of his subjects to sleep. Very early in
the history of the church Satan contrived to lay
the foundation for that church in which antichrist,
sitting in the temple of Grod, would show himself
that be is God. 2 Thess. 2: 4. Questions of gen-
eral interest to all the churches were settled by
convocations of the bishops of local churches at
Jerusalem. One would be chosen to preside who
was older, and perhaps more learned, than the rest.
By degrees the office became a matter of strife, and
the successful one felt that he had secured that
which elevated him above his brethren ; hence in-
cumbents of this office soon began to assume and
claim for themselves a superiority, and the exclu-
sive right to the title of *bishop,” the balance of
the council finally being forced to content them-
selves with the name of “ presbyters.”

As time went by and the church extended,
these conventions, or synods, as they were called,
would be held in districts, generally in the chief
city, and the bishops of such cities, being the head
of such synods, called themselves “meﬁmpolitans,”
or “bishops of the metropolis.” Finally the
church became so vast that certain ones from
among the metropolitans were placed in different
parts of the world to oversee and control it, and
were called ¢“patriarchs,” ultimately culminating in
the title of “ prince of patriarchs,” which, after much
dissension, was assumed by the bishop of Rome,
who becams the Roman pontiff, or papa (father) of
all the churches. The bishops growing in arrogance
and pride, soon promulgated the doctrine, which
was universally accepted as true, that they were
the direct successors of the apostle, and as such
were amenable to God alone ; to which was after-
ward added the assertion that, while their power
was derived from God, it came direct to them from
St. Peter, who had intrusted the keys of heaven
to the Roman pontiff. The assumption of such
power paved the way for all sorts of corruption
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among the clergy,—dissipation, voluptuousness,
and other vices. Many bishops sat on thrones and
lived as princes, dressed in splendid attire. Im-
posing ceremonies took the place of the simple
primitive worship, until, finally, religion consisted
of nothing else, and only the shadow of the former
government remained. |

Heathen superstition and heathen philosophy
soon banished from the churches the true religion.
The ministers, clad as priests, introduced altars of
sacrifice and presented offerings, accompanied by
the burning of incense, the latter being introduced
to overcome the foul smell of the rooms, but finally
degenerating into a superstitious rite. This serv-
ice culminated in the “ mass’ of modern times.
Fasting and long prayers, with ¢ penance,” took
the place of repentance. The sign of the cross was
relied upon to guard against evil influences, ven-
eration for departed saints became general, and a
belief in a state of purgatory for souls after death
universal, while the worship of images, relics, and
holy places continued to increase. Gorgeous cere-
monies grew in favor. Splendid robes, mitres, ti-
aras, wax tapers, crosiers, processions, lustrations,
images, gold and silver vases, etc., came into com-
mon use. The list of saints multiplied, and even
robbers were converted into martyrs. The Lord's
supper was administered not only at churches but
at tombs of the saints and at funerals, resulting in
the modern masses in honor of the saints and the
dead. The bread and wine were elevated high
above the heads of the people, in splendid services
of gold, so as.to be seen by all before distribution,
being the foundation of the present adoration of
these symbols.

Al sorts of pagan institutions were modified and
adapted to Christian usage. All the heathen feast
days were taken advantage of, and turned into
Christian festivals. Among these was the feast of
the goddess Eostre, now converted into the mod-
ern daster, and the conversion of the vemerabilis
dies solis, or ¢ venerable day of the sun,” into a
church festival, by which the fonndation was laid
for the substitution of this sun dayas a day of vest
in opposition to the Sabbath of the Lord. Heathen
temples were taken possession of and purified with
holy water, and the worshipers Were converted into
Chrigtians by being madc to bow before images of
Christ and the saints, instead of their former idols.
By this time the cburch had become a revolting
sea of corruption, and true religion had disappcared
from the earth, except in the solitary places, where
the.remnant of the children of God retreated as
persecution increased. Rev. 12: 6, 14,

In the eighth century Satan presented his mas-
terpiece in deception, that the punishment for sin
might be bought off by gifts to the church, saints,
and temple. Purgatory, with its pains and penal-
ties, was held continuously before the people, and
vast fortunes were freely emptied into the church
coffers. The Inquisition, with its bloody work,
soon followed, and the mystery of iniquity was
completed. The harlot of the apocalypse sat on
the beast a queen, judging the world ! “To resist
was fatal, and it was impossible to fly.”

In the fourteenth century God permitted a few
rays of light to penetrate this cloud of darkness,
in order to pave the way for the opening of the
seals of the closed book. Dan. 12:4. John
Wycliffe was given the truth for his time, and
boldly attacked the reeking mass of corruption.
For twenty-four years he continued this warfars,
protected by the angels of God. History recognizes
him as the ‘“morning star of the Reformation.”
Hugs and Jerome of Prague followed, completed
their task, and sealed their service with their life.
One hundred years after, Martin Luther took up
the task prepared for him. Satan worked with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness to defeat the
purpose of God, by stirring up.dissensions between

Luther and his colleagues and their followers, and |
by rvaising up evil spirits, like Thomas Munzer, to |
induce the multitudes to turn liberty into license,

and so become guilty of sedition of a civil nature,
finally so impressing the members of the Council
of Trent that they declared war against the dissent-
ers. S3till the light of truth shone out clearly and
grew brighter and brighter, until early in the six-
teenth century William Tyndale’s English New
Testament appeared. Queen Mary, of England,
died, and witl her popery came to an end on En-
glish soil, completing God’s purpose there, and
opening np that country as the highway for the

future emigration to the New World, where the
1

;

closing scenes of the great controversy are to take
lace.

Unable to suppress the publication of God’s
word, and foiled in his effort to prevent men from
gaining access to the truth, Satan labored to estab-
lish a disbelief in it, and in the existence of a God.
For this purpose Thomas Hobbes proclaimed his
fulsome doctrine of infidelity, and with marvelous
cunning Satan at the same time advanced his
counterfeit ministration of spirits, so that between
the two delusions he might gather a rich harvest
of deceived ones ere his power should be cut short.
The result is visible in the millions of infidels and
Spiritualists all over the world.

At last the dawning of the beginning of the end
approached. William Miller began to search the
Scriptures for present truth. The scales fell from
his eyes, and he led out in the first message of Rev.
14. Thestartled world paused to listen while Satan
prepared the final great Jstruggle. Insidiously his
minions rush to and fro, crying, “ Peace, peace!”
and men sink back again into lethargy, leaving the
contending toes face to face,—on the one side, the
little band of commandment-keepers, holding fast
to the faith of Jesus ; on the other, antichrist, with
all his combined forces. Ominous signs proclaim-
ing Christ’s coming near, are seen and heard in
earth and in the heavens, All the world stand in
marshal array. Perilous times have come. Men
are being gathered together “in bundles.” The
sick man of the East turns his gaze toward Jeru-
salem, while the crisis with respect to the so-called
“Lord’s day” is being crowded rapidly to the
front. The purple and scarlet and the glittering
attire of the fallen woman and her daughters dazzle
the eyes of men, and they are preparing o prostrate
themselves before the emblem of sin, and receive
the mark either in their foreheads or hands, while
the angel of God prcpares to seal the children of
the light, that the wrath of God may pass over
them, as it rushes forth on its errand of destruc-
tion among those who have the mark of the beast.

In the swift coming darkness, and in the fitful
wind that presages the coming tempest, the clear,
ringing voices of the ministers of God are heard
proclaiming the third and last message of warning.
“ Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when
he cometh shall find watching.” Luke 12: 37.
¢ Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de-
ceiving your own selves.” James1: 22. “Gather
yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation
not desired ; before the decree bring forth, before
the day pass as the chafl, before the fierce anger of
the Lord come upon you, before the day of the
Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord,
all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought bis
judgment ; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.” Zeph, 2: 1-3.

ROBES OF RIGHTEQUSNESS.

BY ELD, J. ¥, HENDERSON.

Wiar shall we wear? or “ Wherewithal shall
we be clothed ¢ is the all-absorbing topic of con-
versation among a largc class of even God’s pro-
fessed children to-day. We find that the best
material we can purchase will soon fade, wear
thread-bare, and become soiled, so that we are
obliged continually to change it for new.

We read in the Bible of “linen” robes, made
of heaven’s material, which are spotless in their nat-
ure and never fade. They are worn by all the
heavenly host : ¢ And the armies which were in
heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean.” Rev.19:14. Our
first parents in their sinless state needed no arti-
ficial clothing. The imperishable material of
heaven enshrouded them. We are indebted to Sr.
White's writings for this beautiful description of
that holy pair :—

As Adam came forth from the hands of his Creator, he
was of beautiful symmetry. He was more than twice as
tall as men now living upon the earth, and was well propor-
tioned. TIfs complexion was neither white nor sallow, but
ruddy, glowing with the rich tint of health. Eve was not
quite as tall as Adam. Her head reached a little above his
shoulders. She, too, was noble, perfect in symmetry, and
very beautiful. This sinless pair wore no artificial gar-
ments. They were clothed with a covering of light and
glory such as the angels wear. While they lived in obe-
dience to God, this circle of light enshrouded them.—@reat
Controversy, vol. 1, p. 25.

Angels are said to be holy beings, and arve rep-

resented to us as being dressed in pure white robes.
Of the one that came to the resurrection of Christ;
it is said, ‘“His countenance was like lightning,
and bis raiment white as snow.” Matt, 28:3
The angel that appeared to Daniel was  clothed in
linen.” Dan. 10:5. The two angels that pre
sented themselves to the disciples at the time o
the assent of Christ were clothed “in white ap
parel.” Acts1:10.

Our Saviour is represented in his glorified state
as being  clothed with a garment down to the foot'
(Rev. 1:13);and the redeemed are to be like him,
and made ¢ like unto his glorious body "’ (Phil. 9
21) ; they will be clothed upon with the same shin-
ing apparel. Thus the souls under the altar that
were slain for the word of God, are represented as
crying for vengeance. ¢ And white robes were
given unto every one of them.” See Rev. 6 : 9-11
Again therevelator says,inspeaking of theredeemed
after the general resurrection : “ After this I be
held, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues stood before the throne, and
before thc Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands.” Rev. 7 :9. Tothose who
overcome, the promise is made that the sam
«shall be clothed in white raiment.” Rev.3:5
Finally, the city of God is to “ be arrayed in fin
linen, clean and white : for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints.” R

These robes are, according to the last statement
composed of the “ righteousness of saints.” Con
sequently, we are daily weaving the material o
which they are made. ¢ And it shall be our right
eousness [white robes], if we observe to do al
these commandments before the Lord our God, a
he hath commanded us.” Deut. 6:25. Thes
commandments are said to be ¢ righteousness,’
and this “righteousness of thy testimonies is ever
lasting.” Ps. 119 :144, 172,

Thus while we are struggling to cover this mor
tal body, and decorate it with artificial apparel
we should improve the opportunity of weaving fo
ourselves garments of heaven’s material. Kvery
word, every action, not in harmony with the law
of right, breaks the threads,and, if continued, wil
rend asunder forever those beautiful robes wit
which we are to be clothed upon from heaven
Sin caused the light to depart from Adam and |
Yive, and sin, if not confessed and forsaken, wil
keep us naked and exposed to the fierceness of God’s
wrath.

The city is soon to be arrayed. The wife « hath
made herself ready.” She is commanded, “ Put .
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem.” These .
beautiful garments are the “righteousness of the -
saints.”” The ‘“marriage of the Lamb has come,”
and the wedding garments are now being handed
out. ‘“Here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rev, 14
12. These wedding garments can be worn only
over a perfect character. “And in their mouth
was found no guile : for they are without fault he. -
fore the throne of God.” Rev.14 :5. These robes
are not easily purchased ; they cost the sacrifice of
the Son of God ; but to those who shall obtain
them, they will be of inestimable value. They are
not beyond our reach. Let us accept them while
they are proffered, and be ready to enter in to the '
marriage supper of the Lamb.

North Salem, Ind.

SOMETHING ABOUT PLEDGES.

>

BY . F. PHELPS.

Tuere seems t0 be an aversion in the minds of
some of our people against signing a pledge. To
such I would offer a few thoughts for con-
sideration. In the first place, it seems to me that
while the people everywhere, Catholics and all, are {}
making great efforts in the temperance work, we |
should not be a whit behind, but should be as far )
ahead as our profession is in advance of theirs. I}
But what is a pledge ¢  Webster defines it thus: i
“To engage for by promise or declaration.” And 7}
what is a promise !—An engagement “to do” or
“to refrain from doing.” For instance, I promise |
to do or I promise or pledgc myself that I will not
do. We owe a dcbt, and we promise to pay it, |
We give a promissory note ; this is but a pledge, ;

1)id you ever notice the pledges that are made {
in the Bible % Turn to Gen 28 : 20-22, and read |
the vow, or pledge, that Jacob made as he fled
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from the face of bis brother : “ And Jacob vowed
‘avow, saying, If God will be with me, and will
keep me in thls way that I go, and will give me
_ea,d to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come
again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the
Lord be my God : and this stone, which I have set
- for a pillar, shall be God's house, and of all that
-thou shalt give me 7 will surely give the tenth unto
theo.” This- is, indeed, a very solemn promise.
David says, “I will pay my vows before them
that fear him.” Ps. 22 :25. Again,in Ps. 50 : 14
weread : “Pay thy vows unto the Most High.”
Notice David’s willingness to pledge himself to the
gervice of God (Ps. 34 : 1) : « His praise shall con-
inually be in my mouth ;7 “I will yet praise thee
‘more and more.” Ps, 71:14.

«Inregard to his acts in life, he says: «T will
eep thy statutes” (Ps. 119 : 8); « T will keep the
commandments of my God.” Ps. 119:115.

\Fearmg that some temptation might bo too strong
for him, he says : “I have sworn, and I will per-
form it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.”
 Verse 106. Tn regald to his thoughts, he said :
Ihate vain thoughts.” Verse 11 3. 1In order to
ot 1id of vain thoughts, he says : ¢ I will meditate
1 thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.”
‘erse 15.  Job even declares, ¢“ I made a covenant
ith mine eyes.”. Chap. 31 :1.

t seems to me that the Bible is full of VOWS,
ledges, promises; and covenants. Even God him-
elf has promised, and pledged, and entered into a
i He even swore by him-
To make himself any better 1 Ishe
) be the gainer in any way +—No ; but because he
rants to save us, to make us better. God may
romise and pledge, and bind himself ; but it makes
tile difference to us ! God may save us if he
gnts 60 do so ; but for us, to promise or pledge,
hat we cannot do, because we are afraid we shall
‘break our promise. But, brethren, is this the real
Teason ¢ If we give the true sentiments of the
eart, 13 it not beeause we love sin too well, and
-ar¢ not yet ready.to give up our idols, but desxre
hoir conpany a little longer !

If it was necessary for the people of God in
mer days to pledge and vow, and if God is will-
g to pledge himself by his own righteousness, to

‘that is in us, and by the help of God, that we will
fotsake every evil way ¢ Brethren, thc Devil does
b want you to pledge, or promise, to reform.
,[e will let you try. But as long as you merely
w4y, T am going to try, just so long you virtually
nfess your weakness ; and the Devil says you
er shall try, and, consequently, you never will.
{ when you step out, and say, “Itis life or
th ; and, live or dle, by the grace of God, I
ill wash my hands from every sin, and look to
od for his help,” then you will succeed.

eloved brethren, here are some more pledges.
he A. HL and T. Association have added a social
ity department to their work. And we ask
who will, to sign these pledges. A copy of them
be found on P- 72 of the Year Book for 1887.
e ask you to sign them in the interests of your
ved ones, for the purity of your homes, for the
d of your children, and, finally, for your own
es. Come to the flont brethren. We ought
e the head and not the tall of all these gr eab Te-
ms. Stand for purity of life in thought, word,
nd act, that we may be able to meet a pure and
holy God

For some years there has been a movement of
1§ kind on foot in England, known as the White
toss Army, conducted by some noble-minded
women. “*Of late the Y. M. C. A. of this country
‘have taken it up. The object of this association is
thus stated :—

among young men, the elevation of publi¢ opinion regard-
he question of personal purity, and the maintenance of
the: ame standard for men and women.

Recently, the W. C. T. U. have taken up this
work, and organized a social purity department.
Last winter the American Health and Temperance
[Asgociation added a similar department to their
. ork and we firmly and truly believe this should
teceive the sanction of every man, woman, and
child in our ranks. The object of this article is to
call your attention to this work and to these
I pledges, which are worthy of your candid considera-
tion.

—Parables present eternal truths clothed in the

i éJp us, ought we not to pledge ourselves by all.

‘The object of this Army shall be the promotion of purity ‘

OUR SAVIOUR’S LOVE.

BY MARY E. INMAN.

A crowX of thorns our Saviour wore
That we might wear a crown of gold;

The bitterest griefs of earth he bore
That we might have rich joys untold.

He left a home of light and love,
A homeless wanderer to roam,

That we in realms of bliss above
Might bhave an everlusting home.

ITe went about in humble dress,
Rejected not the robe of shame,

That we a robe of righteousness
Might wear and bear a royal name,

Afllictions deep and sove distress,
ITe bore them all for you, for me,

That we in joy and happiness
Might live to all eternity.

Amazing love! and can it be
That we can slight that love divine?
Can we refuse his offers free?
He pleads, O come and make them thine.

Dear Lovd, T yield myself to thee,
No more to serve the world and sin.
The love of Christ constraineth me—
To endlegs joys 1'll enter in.
Teart, Mich.

“A MARK OF THE NATION. ‘!

3Y A, SMITH.

As a people we have ever maintained that the
seventh-day Sabbath is the seal of God, and that
the so-called Christian Sabbath, as a pago papal
institution, is the mark of the beast. We do not
believe nor teach, however, that any who now keep,
or have kept, the first day of the week sincerely be-
lieving it to be the Sabbath of the Lord have re-
ceived the mark of the beast in the sense contem-
plated in Rev. 13 :16, 17. Nor do we believe that
those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath have re-
ceived the seal of God as expressed in Rev. 7 : 2—
4 ; nor will they until the life record is complete
and the test of the Judgment has been passed.
True, the seal of God or mark of the beast may be
recetved in an accommodated sense even now, be-
ing exchangeable, each for the other, on conviction
of duty or interest.

‘While taking these positions, so strong bas heen
the opposition to our work that we have not ex-
pected that our opponents would admit, even indi-
rectly, that our exposition of the mark of the
beast was approximately correct. But the follow-
ing, under the heading, ¢ Important Action,” taken
from the Michigan Christian Advocate of Sept. 3,
is an admission of this character :—

A meeting extending over part of two days has just been
Ireld under the auspices of the Natlonal Reform Association,
at Saratoga Springs, New York, and was attended by large
audiences. The Rev. Herrick Johnson, D. D., of Chicago,
presided. The Rev. Joseph Smith, D. D., moderator this
year of the Presbyterian general assembly, prescnted the
following resolutions:—

Leesloved, That the fundamental principles of the National
Reform Association, viz., that Almighty God is the source
of authority and power in civil government; that the Lord
Jesus Christ is the ruler of nations; and that his revealed
will is of supreme authority in civil affairs, are true and
seriptural prineiples, and that these prineiples must eontrol
our national life or we shall perish. i

Resolved, That the Sabbath is @ “sign?’ between God and
men, and its reverent observance ¢ mark of the nation whose
God is Jehovah; that if we should consent to the overthrow
of the American Sabbain, we wonld renounee all relation to
the God of our fathers; and that the assaults which are
constantly and too often successfully made upon the Sab-
bath and its safeguards are hostile to the life and welfare
of the nation.

Resolved, That the divorce of our public education from
all religious influences and ideas, which many are seeking
and in some places have accomplished, is contrary to the
true nature of education and to the public good.

.

Resolved, That the famnily lies at the foundation of the
state, and’its preservation is our highest interest and duty;
that the law of Christ for the family is the true standard
of alt legistation affecting it; that our lax divorce laws
and other laws which foster impurity involve the whole na-
tion in danger and guilt, and that there is urgent need for
uniform legislation on this subject in conformity with the
law of Christ.

The discussions turned chiefly on the question of educa-
tion as presented in the third resolution, and were partici-
pated in by the Rev. Dr. Price, president of the Methodist
college for young ladies, Nashvil]e, Tennessec; theRev. Dr.
Cowles, president of Elmira female college; the Rev. Dr.
8. V. Leech, of Saratoga, for scven years chaplain of the
New York senate; the Rev. Dr. Smith and the Rev. Samuel
Mc Lanahan, of Baltimore; the Rev. Mr. Winn, of Peters-
burg, Va.; the Rev. Messrs. Tufts, Sawyer, and Lanphear,

of Massachusetts; the Rev. H. . Niles, D. D., of Pennsyl-

These representative men from so wide a range of
territory were wunanimous in their agreement on lhe principle
and measures set forthin the resolutions. The only difference
of opinion manifested was in the suggestion by Dr. Smith
whether the church rather than the state ought not to be
intrusted with the whole work of education.

I have emphasized certain terms to call special
attention to them. The National Reform party
proposes to coerce this nation into submission to
Jehovah as its God, when the “reverent observ-
ance of the American Sabbath” (Sunday) will be-
come “a mark of the nation.” Since this nation
is symbolized in prophecy by a two-horned beast,
the resolutions of our National Reform friends are
equivalent to a declaration that devout Sunday-
keeping is a mark of the two horned beast. For
the first lesson in prophetic exegesis, however, they
have done remarkably well. If they were to care-
fully study Rev. 13 they would doubtless be able
to see that Sunday-keeping is the mark of the ten-
borned beast (the papal hierarchy); and then if
they would read the 9th and 10th verses of Rev. 14,
they might fear to longer respect their pagan holi-
day, and accept in its stead the seventh-day Sab-
bath, which is a sign, or seal, between God and
his people.  Foran exposition of the terms ¢ mark,”
“sign,” and “seal,” compare Rev. 7 : 2 with Rom.
4:11; Bze. 9:4; Ex. 31:13, 16, 17.

vania.

BIBLE READINGS.

BY A. W. ROTHWELT..

FrEquENTLY we hear men allege that by skipping
about from one part of the Bible to another, as
S. D. Adventists do when giving a Bible reading,
they can prove almost anything imagivnable from
the Bible. For instance : If an atheist wanted to
prove that there was no God, he would doubtless
ask us to read Ps. 53 : 1, Second clause ; but if he
would just let the first clause be read In connection
with the second, to show us what the psalmist was
talking about, he would find his lot cast among
that class of individuals called fools, who, no doubt,
would recognize him as belonging to their frater-
nity. It reminds me of the man who compared
the Bible to an old fiddle, on which any tune
could be played. Tet those who think the above
comparison true, keep their fingers off' from the
strings of a violin. T wonder how many tunes it
would play %—Just one; and se it iy with thoe
Bible. Tt tells but one story till men bogin to put
their fingers upon it, and wrest and pervort it, as
many do to sheir own destruction.

T sometimes wonder why it is that these modern
Gamaliels’ who can do such wonderful things do
not get up a good Bible reading to prove fir st day
observance of divine authouhy, or the soul’s im-
mortality, if it can be so easily accomplished. By
a few strokes of the pen, they could seemre to thewn-
selves immortal fame, and also some of the liberal
rewards offered from time to time for such proof,
hesides settling forever the controversy that exists
in the Christian world at the present time, on these
questions of faith and practice. They certainly
arve not of a very philanthropic turn of mind, or
they would perform this easy (1) task for their
fellow-men.

Perhaps they ave like a woman who once said
to me at the close of a Bible reading, that she
could make it appear plain from the Blble, that
Sunday was the day set apart by Christ and the
apostles for the Christian Sabbath ; but when so-
licited to do so, she pleaded as an excuse, that she
was not in the spirit just then, but that when the
spirit came npon her, she would do so. If similar
circumstances affect our friends when called upon
to give their reading, they should remember their
ohhgatlons, and Jot “down a few thoughts when
they are in the spirit, so that this issue may be
settled, and we not be continually dwe]hng in.sus-

ense.

Why should men object to read from different
parts of the Bible all that it has to say upon the
subject for investigation. If our divine Lord were
upon earth to-day, as once he was, and walked and
talked with men, he would address such as he did
the two with whom he walked to Emmaus on the
memorable day of his resurrection : “ O fools, and
slow of hoart to believe all that the proplets have
spoken.” TLuke 24 :25. All that we ask people
to do when we give a Bible reading on any subject,
is to believe all that the prophots lmve gpoken con-
cerning it.

Christ did not think that anything a person
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wished could be proved from the word of God, un-
lese his wishes were in harmony with the word, but
that we must confine ourselves to those portions of
Scripture that bear upon the question for investiga-
tion ; and so we find hiin giving those two disci-
ples a Bible reading, as together they pursue their
way toward Emmaus. Notice, he does not confine
himself to any one portion of the Scriptures, nor call
their attention to any passages that might come to
mind, whether bearing upon the theme of conversa-
tion or not ; but, “beginning at Moses and «l/ the
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Script-
ures, the things concerning himself.’ Verse 27
I wonder if there is a glass powerful enough to
discover on paper, a Bible reading in favor of the
first day of the week, of those z‘kmgs in all the
Scriptures concerning it ?

Is is not remarkable, that having listened to the
teachings of Christ durmg the years of his publicmin-
istry, the disciples understood none of those things
concerning him ? How did they come to under-
stand them —Simply by mieans of an investiga-
tion of the Scriptures—a Bible reading, if you
please ; the first of our Saviour’s teaching after
his resurrection. We all know the result. The
truth looked so clear, and their minds became go
illuminated by the Holy Spirit, that they afterward
sald one to another, “Did not our heart burn
within us by the way, and while he opened to us
the Scriptures 1 Then let no one place a low es-
timate upon this method of investigaling the
Scriptures, but may the good work go on, and
scores go forth where now there is only one bearing
the precious seeds of truth ; and may the hearts of
thousands burn within them ag they listen to the
saving truths of the word of God.

Willow IFU, Il

BOGUS SANCTIFICATION, b

BY J. M. WILLOUGHBY.

Inis getting to be quite fashionable and easy,
among some professors of religion, to claim entire
sanctification. They have much to say about their
holiness and perfect faith, But when you say any-
thing to them about God’s law and the Sabbath,
you are answered in this way : ¢ Oh, I do n’t think
it makes any. difference, just so we have faith. You
Adventists talk too much about the law and Sab-
bath, and not enough about faith, We are saved
by faith, and not by keeping the law. You expect
to be saved by keeping the Sabbath.”

We deny trying to be saved, only in God’s way,

+und wonder what kind of faith a man has that will
cause him to ignore one of God’s plain command-
ments. True faith will lead a man to do what
God requires of him. The wise man declares the
whole duty of man to be revealed in the command-
ments of God. Heel. 12:13. Now, if the great
Lawgiver has given wan a law by which he ex-
pects him to develop a perfect character, it must
be a perfect law ; and such it is declared to be by
the psalmist. Ps. 19:7. Paul says the law is
“holy, and just, and good,” the Sabbath command
included. Rom. 7 :12. How can we have ¢ holy,”
¢ just,” and ¢ good”’ chavacters, if we do not come
up to the standard of holiness ¢
cient Israel, that if they would obey his voice and
kesp his covenant, they would be unto him an Aoly
nation. HKx. 19:5, 6. Holiness is the opposite
of unholinegs, which is sin; and, “sin is the trans-
gression of the law.” 1 John 3:4., The Lord
speaks especially concerning the Sabbath, and says
he gave Israel the Sabbath to be a sign of their
sanctification. Ex. 31 :13 ; Eze. 20 :

It is very necessary for us to have falth because
without faith it is impossible to please God. Heb.
11:6. But how do we show our faith? James
says we show it by our works. James 2:14-18.
But suppose my faith leads me to do works in open
conflict with the standard of holiness Glod has given
us, which is wrong % my faith or the standard ?
We are forecéd to the conclusion that our faith is
not perfect. ‘“But,” says one, “I feel that I am
right, and as long as I feel all right, I believe I
am right.” Yeés, but how am I to Anow how you
feelt I cannot tell whether you are a Christian
or not by your feelings. The Saviour says: “ By
their fruits ye shall know them ” (Matt. 7 : 20),
not by their feelings. Feelings are not a standard
of righteousness. If they were, we would have as
many such standards as there are persons in the
world. God has given us a standard. It is his

God said to an--

law ; and he who loves God will conform his life
thereto. 1 John 5 :2, 3.

The apostle Paul prayed that the church of
Christ might be sanclified, and preserved blameless
unto the coming of Christ. 1 Thess.5:23. And
to the church at Ephesus he wrote that Christ
would sanctify and cleanse the church, with water
and the word, that he might present it to himself
without spot or wrinkle. Xph. 5 :26,27. Surely
such a church will keep all the commandments of
God, and be permitted to enter through the gates
of that beautiful city. Rev. 22:14.

A LITTLE PRAYER-MEETING.
LUKE 9: 28-36.

BY MRS. M. E, STEWARD.

“ AND it came to pass about an eight days after
these sayings, he took Peter and John and James,
and went up into a mountain to pray.” We see
there were but four who attended this meeting,
and they took a great deal of pains to get there,
M atbhew says they went ¢“up 1nLo a high moun-
tain.” In “Spirit of Prophecy,” vol. 2, we read
that Jesus was very weary, and was much fa-
tigued toiling up the steep ascent ; that he had
taught the people and healed the sick throughout
the entire day, and that the disciples, also, were
tived.

How many excuse themselves from attending
the prayer-meeting because they are weary with
the day’s labor, or because the meeting is far
away or the road is rough ! We are told that the
disciples “ wondered that Jesus should attempt to
climb this mountain after such a day of fatigue.
But they asked no questions as to his purpose,
and patiently accompanied him.” Were they not
repald a thousand times for this unquestioning
obedirnce %

Soon the darkness of night was upon them.
“Having gained the place he sought, Jesus en-
gaged in earnest prayer to his Father.” So en-
tirely absorbed in supplication was he, that he no-
ticed nothing about him. “The dew, was heavy
upon his bowed form, but he heeded it uot. . . .
At first the disciples united their prayers with his
in sincere devotion ; but as the hours dragged
slowly on, they were overcome with weariness and
loss of sleep, and soon, while endeavoring to re-
tain their interest in the scene, they foll asleep.
Jesus had told them of his future sufferings. He
had taken them with him that they might watch
and pray with him while he pleaded with his
Father.”

Had the disciples appealed to Christ.for help
when tired nature could hold out no longer, they
assuredly could have kept awake with him. We
can, in cur own strength, no more resist an over-
powering tendency to sleep now, than could those
disciples on the mount of transtiguration. The re-
sult of that sleep on the mountam was infinitely
less than the loss we must sustain if we yield to
this awful stupor that secms settling upon us.
What ¢ stupefied right on the borders of the eter-
nal world, with the awful realities of the Judg-
ment just about to open! Let us look at once to
Him who has said, ¢ Ask, and ye shall receive.”
With an unwavering trust in our precious Sav-
iour, and by engaging heartily in his service, we
shall have no trouble about keeping awalke.

The unconscious disciples knew nothing of the
long, earnest importunities of Jesus for them ; they
did not even know their need of the blessing he
sought. How encouraging it is to know that this
same wise, loving Saviour is now pleadmg for us,
and that, in consequence, we receive innunerable
blessings, for which, in our ignorance, we had not
thought to ask! Oh! why not adore and love
and srust and obey this precious Redeemer ¢

At length the great blessing comes ; the soul-
agony leaves the blessed, praying One ; he stands
in godlike majesty, transfigured, glorified ; the
disciples receive the token so long and earnestly
sought for them. How often, while praying with
a few, have we seen the Saviour in a new view,
clothed with excellencies more wondrously lovely
than we can tell, and gratitude has filled our
hearts for the privilege of attending the little
meeting | Dear brethren and sisters, let us not
lightly esteem little meetings. It is always the
presence of Jesus alone that makes a good meet-
ing, and he says he will be with the two or three
who meet in his name.

| held right on and were not satistied with a fe

Again, when alone with Jesus, he would often
be transfigured before us. We should receive mu
greater blessings than we. now do, if we earnestl

minutes’ prayer or a little token of God’s favor.

Battle Oreck, Mich. ‘3 ’

THE REVELATION DESIGNED TO BE
UNDERSTOOD.

BY GEO. W. BLISS.

Tue Revelation was given by inspiration of God,
John was in the Spirit, and he wrote the things:
that were shown him. Those thing are the test
mony of Jesus. He signified it to his servant John |
by his angel. They are, therefore, ¢ profitable for-
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructio
in righteousness: that the man of God may
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
The Revelation, then, should be added to our do
trine, the reproofs accepted, our views corrected §
as to harmonize with it. Without it the man of¢
God will lack perfection and be unfurnished unto..
all good works.

The Revelation contains prophecies ; for it say
« Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of th
prophecy of this book.” We do well to take hee
to those prophecies, as the apostle in writing &
the church said: “ We have also a more sure word
of prophecy [more sure than the transfiguration
scene] ; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed a8
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the‘
day d&wn, and the day-star arise in your hearts.
If the church do well to heed the prophecie
that were given before Peter wrote his epistle,:
surely they will do well, too, to heed the prophecy
of the Revelation, given since that time. And if:
the church ought to be mindful of the words®
spoken before by the holy prophets (2 Pet. 3 : 1, 2);
we think they ought also to be mindful of the:
words spoken afterward by the prophet John.

The Revelation is a revelation and not a con-
cealment. The Father gave it to Jesus in order
that he might show to his servants things which
must shortly come to pass. If those things were
shown in such symbols, and in so highly figurative
language, that the servants of Christ cannot under-
gtand or know for certain what is meant, then
Jesus failed to fulfill his mission. And the Reve- 4
lation which the Father gave, though a revelation
to Jesus Christ, is not a revelation to his servants,

The angel that communicated those things said 3
to John : ““Seal not the sayings of the prophecy
of this book.” Rev. 22:10. If the prophecy can. 3
not be understood, it was concealed and not re.
vealed ; and John did the contrary to his Lord’s
command. But we believe that the Revelation
can be understood ; for Jesus said by his servant
John, “ Blessed is he that readeth, and they that
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written thercin.” Rev. 1:3.
What blessing could there be to one who simply
read and heard, bui could not understand? It
would be no more beneficial to him than if ho read
or heard it in an unknown language. And how
can they keep those things which cannot be under-
stood  For example : In Rev. 18 : 4 we find the
command, “Come out of her, my people, that yo
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive if
not of her plagues.”  How can the people of God |
obey this, and escape those plagues, if' they cannob
know what is meant by “Babylon” % In Rev.
14 : 9 we find a warning—¢ If any man worship |
the beast and his image, and receive his mark in §
his forebead, or in his hand.,”” Now, how can 4 i
man heed this important warning and escape the 3
threatened wrath, if he cannot know what the i
beast is, or what his image and mark are

In each of the messages to the seven churches are
found these words : ¢« He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.””
And again, in the 13th chapter: “If any man
have an ear, let him hear.” Ile who seeks first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness has eary .
to hear. If he is seeking for the trath, and turns
from every error that the Seriptures point out, and
obeys the instruction that he finds, he has an ear J
to hear. The Lord says, “Let him hear.” He 3
who wants to hear, and will be likely to obey, has 3
an ear to hear. Jesus says it is wicked in any
man or any company to hinder such an one from §
hearing. ¢“Let him hear.”

Do not say the Revelation is not for you to un-
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derstand. Though wise men have said that it is
80 figurative that you cannot know its meaning,
still the Lord says : ¢ He that hath an ear, let him
i hear.”  He who wants to know, has the right to
il read and learn.

i Cortland, N. Y. . 2

SORROW—A SHORT CATECHISM.—NO. L

BY 8. 0. JAMES.

Question.——What are the two kinds of sorrow
spoken of by the apostle in 2 Cor. 7: 101

* Answer.—Godly sorrow and the sorrow of this
world. :

Ques.—What do they work ¢

Ans.—The former works rvepentance toward
God, but the latter works death.

Ques.—What is godly sorrow, and how is it pro-
duced

Ans.—It is an emotion of the mind, of mingled
grief and hatred for sin, produced by the Spirit of
God, by which we are convinced that sin is exceed-
ing sinful, that it grieves Good and injures both
him and his creatures.

Ques.—Is it possible for a creature to injure God,
who ig above all ¢
~ Ans.—Only in one, and a limited sense. Cer-
i tain actions are very displeasing to him; for the
sinl of rebellion, and all other kinds, he has an utter
sbhorrence, and when these are found in the creat-
ures of his love, his will is crossed, his happiness
lessened, and his pleasure and purpose thwarted
for the time being.

Ques.—In what way does sin injure us, his creat-
ures 4

Ans.—It untits us to enjoy God, the source of all
good. It takes away all the pleasures and happi-
negs consequent upon a life of obedience, making it
§ necessary for the good of all, even the sinner,
- that they be deprived of life, which is, of course,
i the loss of everything.

,  Ques.—Why is sorrow for sin called godly sor-
row !

‘Ans.—It is sorrow on Good’s aceount, a conscious-
nogs that our best friend is' grieved. This breaks
he hard heart, and leads us to abhor and renounce
he cause of his grief, which cause is sin. It works
epentance, which is a turning from sin.

Ques—Would any ever feel thus without the
aid of God’s Spirit ?

Ans.—Probably not. A certain writer says,
‘ Without this blessed Spirit the world would be
ull of wicked beings, sinning without reproof and
without remorse.”.

Ques.—How iy godly sorrow manifested ¢

Ans.—In some cases by a copious shower of
eats ; but the best and surest proof that it is felt
§in a godly life.

Ques.—TF this state of mind leads us to repent-
née, does it not follow that the deeper our sorrow
3 the more thorough will be our life work or the
work of grace in our hearts ¢
“Ans.—We think so.

Ques.—How does God draw us to him?
Ans.~—By a manifestation of his love, not only
:In our ereation, but also in the means for our re-
idemption, which pleasing truths we take in by
aith. .

SOUL-SLEEPING.

BY N. J. BOWERS.

D

Wuzn the flying stones had crushed in the skall
f Stephen, and he had breathed out his dying

o “fell asleep.” With the expiring breath the
leep, broken only by the trumpet of the resurrec-
ion, began. Holy men carried him to his burial.
o the dreamless house where rest the weary, this
an, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, was con-
.signed. The martyr cries, « Lord Jesus, receive
“my spirit.””  This: prayer is made to play a large
Jart in the theology of the day. Stephen, we are
“told, believed he was going into the hands of
- Jesus, in whose name and for whose cause he was
‘now suffering. If this was his faith, the writer of
is obituary had altogether another view of the
“matter. He says, after recording the prayer for
his:enemies, < And when he had said this, he
il: fellasleep.” Aects 7:60. e, who ~—That which
l contd offer prayer. °Is it the body or the spiritual
“part of man which prays? ¢ Not the body, surely,”
i say those who believe in the soul’s immortality.

rayer, the inspired penman puts it on record thas.

b

“ Flesh and blood and brain and bone cannot pray,”
say they. It is the soul, the immortal spirit,
that uplifts itself in prayer to its Creator.”” Very
well, then the soul can sleep ; or, at least, Stephen’s-
did. «“He fell asleep,” says the memoir. If the
spirit of Stephen prayed to Jesus, then it «fell
asleep,” and did not pass into the presence of its
glorified Saviour.

The theology of to-day tells us that ¢Stephen
himself did not die ; that the body in which he for
a brief time sojourned, fell to pieces under the mux-
derous missiles of his enemies, but the man him-
self escaped. He was not hurt, nor could he be
by all the stones in Judea. They fell upon the
house, not the man.” Well, they carried out the
house and buried it, and they called it Stephen ;
and they had a great time mourning over the
house they called Stephen. What a stmple, credu-
lous Christian Luke was, to ‘be sure, t0 mistake
the parties and mix things up so! yet we ave per-
suaded that the historian in his simplicity told the
simple truth, and adhered to common sense all the
way through; and if our friends on the opposite
of this subject are correct as to what offers praise
to God, we have the authoritative teaching on the
opening pages of the inspired history of the church,
that the soul of the first Christian martyr «fell
asleep.”

Woodston, Kan.

A DREAM.

BY MRS. M. J. BAULER,

I oreaMED that with a friend I was standing
upon the banks of Niagara River, just above the
roaring, sesthing rapids into whose hurrying cur-
rent it is death to go. It was the hour of twilight,
when the cares of the day were laid aside and all
were giving themselves up o rest or amusement.
Suddenly, I saw shooting down those fearful rap-
ids innumerable tiny yachts, so small as to be able
to carry no more than two persons. The river was
literally alive with them, and as they sped cnward,
their white sails shining in the soft light, amid the
dashing spray, I was aware of a peculiar witchery
coming over me which deadened, in a great meas-
ure, the feeling of terror which at first possessed
me as I saw them speeding with almost the velocity
of thought toward that awful precipice.

For a moment I stood gazing upon the scene,
which seemed strangely enchanting, and which
made me feel almost like stepping into a yacht
which was now starting from the shore just at my
feet. It seemed larger and more beautiful than
the others, and its course appeared to lie near the
shore, out of that fearful strength of current which
the others were in ; and that arrow-like ride over
those blue green waters breaking into snow-white
sprays, was fascinating beyond description. But
some nnseen power stayed my feet, and gleaming
like silver I saw it speed away.

The strange spell was broken, and I exclaimed,
“What arc they doing? It is certain death !”
“Oh, no,” said my companion, *they only go to
the brink and then turn back.”

But as I stood and looked across those roaring,
turbulent waters, I saw no upward-bound craft.
All were rushing toward that awful gulf, so fasei-
nated that they saw not the danger and death be-
fore them ; so charmed and bewildered that they
did not notice that not a boat which entered that
cloud of spray ever came back, and never thinking
that those awful thunderings would so effectually
drown the despairing cries of the lost that no warn-
ing from those cries could reach their ears.

I awoke, and this was my meditation : How
many upon the turbulent river of life are giving
themselves up to the mad rash for amusement,
and shooting downward to destruction, yet know
it not'! They see all around them others who are
doing just as they are doing, and the very air we
breathe seems laden with a seductive aroma which
benumbs the sensibilities ; and amid the whirl,
the rush, and the revelry, the despairing cries of
the lost do not reach our ears to warn us of their
fate and our danger. And many an one, well-
meaning t0o, becomes charmed with the fascination
of the pleasure which promises that it will surely
keep away from the precipice, and ere they are
aware they are too near the dreadful plunge, and
there is neither physical nor moral strength to
turn back.

Like the twilight hour in my dream, this is an

age when the multibudes have given themselves
up to pleasure. But what saith the word of God
to his people ¢ ‘Take ye heed, watch and pray.”
God help us all to realize that there is danger on
every side of us. He who came personally to the
Saviour, and three times presented what his fiend-
ish ingenuity hoped would prove an overwhelming
temptation, will not permit us to walk through
life unmolested. But suppose just for a moment
that he should, what would our loyalty to right
be worth it we had never encountered any tempta-
tion to do wrong —Not a farthing. God’s people
must be a tried people. I will “prove them,
whether they will walk in my law or no.”

Let us not boast of our freedom from tempta-
tion. But may God grant that we may be able to
rejoice, and praise him that * with the temptation
[he will] also make a way to escape ;” that in his
strength and through bis name we are enabled to
say, < Get thee behind me, Satan ;” that though
teruptations come, we may not be drawn away,
and enticed, and overcome.

Pray, Christian, pray. Dangers are ’'round thee thickly
spread,
‘Which thou in mortal strength art powerless to avoid.

Oalkland, Oal.

GOD'S LOVE TO MAN. ‘7

BY A. E. OUTHOUSE.

WE are told in the inspired word that ¢ God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”” John 3 : 16. There
is deep meaning to thése words. They show that
without faith in Christ ag the Saviour, we are all
in a perishing condition. It is because of sin that
this is so. Paul tells us that “ all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23.
The apostle John says: ““Sin is the transgression
of the law.” 1 John 3 :4. ¢« The wages of sin is
death.” Rom. 6:23. Thus man was doomed to
death, because he had violated the law of God.
But the Lord looked with pity upon him, and man-
ifested his love in the gift of his only Son, to suffer
death in our stead that we might be saved.

How the love of God to the fallen surpasses the
love that men by nature bear toward each other !
Paul says, «For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die ; yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. But God commendeth hig
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:7, 8, .

We see from these seriptures that possidly for a
good man another might be found that would dare
to die. But the love of God is not such a love as
this. He loved the race of men when they were
living in open rebellion against his requirements.
And that-same law that Christ died to vindicate is
still held out to ug as a detector of sin : and we are
to look into it to see our sins as we would look
into a mirror to see whether our faces were in need
of being cleansed. Paul says, “ By the law is the
knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3 : 20) ; and he would
not have ¢ known sin but by the law ;” and to show
that it is the moral law of ten commandments that
he is speaking of, he quotes one of them, or a part
of one—“Thou shalt not covet.” Rom. 7:7.
Thus we see that by Jooking into the law of God,
we find ourselves sinners and in the perishing con-
dition of which the Saviour spoke. We can then
appreciate as never before the love of God to us,
and apply the blood of Christ as the great sacrifice
that washes away every stain of guilt.

But faith in Christ does not release us from
keeping the law of God ; for Paul says, « Through
faith. . . we establish the law.” Rom 3 :31.
““For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments : and his commandments are not
grievous.” 1 John § : 3. May the Lord help us
to “do his [the Father’s] commandwments, that we
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” Rev. 22 :14.

Gardner, Mass.

—No person ever amoants to anything in this
world who has not at some time or other fought a
battle.

—“We acknowledge God when we take him
into our counsels while we form our plans, ask his
blessing in their progress, charge or surrender
when he requires, honor him as our Father, obey
him as our King.”
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“That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; that our
daughters may be as corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a
palace.”—Ps. 144: 12, -

SEARCH ME.

BY 8. 0. JAMES.

““Spancii me, O God, and know my heart @ try me, and know my
thoughts,” P, 139 : 28,

ITeavenly Father, tell me truly,
Do I hold thee in my heart
As the best in earth or heaven,

From all other friends apart?

Do I ask what is thy pleasure
Every day concerning me?

Do I count my life a failure
Only as’t is spent for thee?

Do I shrink from hearing crosses,
Aud the heayy burden shirk,
Rather than to follow Jesus
In his character and work?

Do I hourly pray for wisdom
That to-day may be my best,
And a witness to the labor
That shall lead at last to rest?

Can T say, and do I mean it, — ™
That in Christ I may be free,—

‘1 will follow thee, my Saviour,
Wheresoe’er thou leadest me¢

Can I smile amid the suffering
And the sorrows that I feel,

While I whisper with the poet,

“ Jesus’ blood doth fully heal?

Thus these great momentous questions
- Rise within my soul to-night!
Let me search it closely, truly,
That my answers may be right.
Riverton, lowa.

L

DO NOT FRET. S

“ EverY one of these doors creaks so horribly
that it almost sets me wild,” exclaimed a tired house-
keeper,"who was trying to vest a little after the
labors of a wearisome day. Now this was not the
first, perhaps it was the twentieth time she had
made the same or a similar remark about the
creaking of the doors, when with the aid of a bot-
tle of ol and a feather she might have made them
swing noiselessly, and saved herself all the annoy-
ance she had sutfered.

It is a great deal easier to make suggestions
than to follow them ; but it seems to me that the
“golden rule” for housekeepers might be this :
“If anything goes wrong for which there is a rem-
edy, apply it as soon as possible ; if there is abso-
ll;bely no remedy, do not fret, but make the best
of it.”

I believe that often it is not the work that
makes us feel so thoroughly weary at the end of
the week, as worrying over it. I remember of
fretting a great deal over some Thanksgiving pies,
complaining that I always spoiled them by putting
in too much of one thing or another, when my sis-
ter quietly remarked that perhaps I put too much
anxioty into them. Isaw the point, and resolved
henceforth to do the best I could with my cooking,
and to worry less over results. Of course I had
better success afterward, and far more peace of
mind. .

There are days in the experience of every house-
keeper when everything seems determined to go
wrong, and & perfect avalanche of little troubles and
perplexities seems to overwhelm one. Then, in-
deed, is she that ruleth her spirit ¢“befter than
he that taketh a city.”

But how often at the close of such a day have
we looked back and seen that all came out right at
last in spite of our forebodings, and we have wished
so much that we could have been self-controlled
and sweet-tempered through it all !

It is so natural to magnify little troubles instead
of rememhering that they are not worth fretting
about. If at breakfast the biscuits are a little too
yellow 4nd the steak a trifle overdone, in almost
every case no one will be troubled about it if you
are not, . . . and no one will notice it unless you
call attention to it by some disparaging remark.
Especially should we guard against a habit of fret-
ting because of the discomfort it causes those about
ug, and the bad influence it has upon them.
housekeeper frets, the children do the same, and the
servants also ; for nothing is more contagious, and

-

If the ]

we have anything but a happy household. Ilow-
ever badly things may go, nothing is gained by
worrying over them, and if we cannot be always
bright and cheerful, we can at least endure patiently
till the storm passes over and the sunshine returns,
ag it surely will in due time.— Marion Reyburne,
i Good lHousekeeping.

HOLINESS IN THE HOME.

Horiness at home means habitual sweebness of
temper and work. Not feigned or affected, but
the pure, honest outflow of a pure heart. This
makes full allowance for annoyances, perplexities,
sadness, grief, but rules that all ¢bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil-speaking
be put away from you, with all malice.” Eph.
4:31.

In the home, as elsewhere, things will sometimes
go wrong ; disappointments will come ; occasions
of sudden excitement occur ; provocations to anger
and rashness arise; but if “the heart be estab-
lished with grace,” the result will be patient en-
durance, without either sudden sourness of spirit
or violent ebullitions of passion. The presence of
these would but too surely prove the absence of
that wisdom from above which is “first pure [the
equivalent of holy], then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be entreated,”’ ete.

Holiness at home means a cheerful mingling of
holy precept and example. To achieve the highest
result for good upon the home circle, these must

' never be separated, and, especially must never be

in conflict. Avre there children in the home ?
Paul enjoins with reference to the children of
Christian pavents: “ Bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the lord.” This can only be
done by wise union of right precept and example.
—Sel.

Ve

PEBBLES AND STONES.

SoME children were playing on the beach. Gath-
ering handfuls of pebbles, they arranged them in
rows or formed little figures on the sand, and the
smooth pebbles were pretty, harmless playthings,
albeit some had little sharp or jagged edges. DBut
in a moment of careless playfulness one child threw
a pebble in the air which, in falling, hit another
one a sharp little blow on the soft cheek. The
next moment two pebbles thrown upward revenged
the first blow but also inflicted another. In a few
moments the hitherto harmless little stones were
flying right and lefs, as a company of angry chil-
dren waged naughty warfare, until poor little faces
were pricked and bruised with the hastily thrown
pebbles. Pretty soon the waves came foaming up
on the beach, and one by one the mimic weapons
of the children’s warfare were washed away. But
the little ones did not forget how keen some of the
edges were, nor with what a sting of pain the little
stones had hit them, and it was many days before
the pricks and bruises were entirely gone from
their smooth little faces.

Grown older, the children of earth no longer
amuse themselves with wave-washed pebbles, but
the duties and controversies of life take the place
of the amusements of childhood. Then it is that
words play so absorbing and commanding a part
in every human life. Poetry weaves them into
fanciful grouping, all music to the ear. Express-
ions of love and tenderness make them the most
delightful sounds to which one can listen. Noble
sentiments formed from smooth, easy-flowing lan-
guage, fire the heart with feelings of affection, pa-
triotism, and lotty desire.

Then there are words with a keen or jagged
edge to them, and a few, just a very few of these
carelessly used—alas the power they possess to
throw the family, the social circle, or the entire
community into a state of actual warfare! Some-
times it is difficult to trace the trouble to the be-
ginning, it was caused by so slight a thing—

‘A something light as air—a look,
A word unkind or wrongly taken—
0, love that tempests never shook,
A breath, a touch like this has shaken !
And ruder words will soon rush in,
To spread the breach that words begin.”

After awhile the oversweeping tide of daily du-
ties washes the discord away, but the soft hearts
retain keen recollection of the hurt and smart of

the bitter words, and it is many days before the
wounds heal, if, indeed,. they ever do entirely.

A public speaker once addressed a large com-
pany of children, taking the stand at the conclud-
ing of the song, “ Kind words can never die.” It
must be twice ten years since then, but the open-
ing remark of the speaker has never been forgotten
by at least one person who heard it.  “ Remember,
children,” he said, < if kind words can never die,
unkind words are equally imwnortal.”

The pleasures of life seem more fleeting than its
pains. Sad as it is, the truth remains that the
balm of kindly words is often sooner forgotten than
the prick and bruise of bitter ones. After a peb-
ble has been thrown, it is next to impossible to
calch it again before it reaches its mark. An un-
kind, bitter word slips easily from the tongue ; its
vecall is well nigh impossible. Life is short!
Weave into its passing hours that which will help,
not hinder, the soul in its progress heavenward.

‘Let no harsh words mar
The good we might do here.”
—- Christian at Work.

SCAVENGERS OF SOCIETY. ~

TrHerE is no class of persons in the community
so utterly despicable, 8o beneath common regard,
as public busybodies. We find them always ab
hand in full numbers. They are always ready
with peculiar services wherein they can detect a
crevice in which to drive the entering wedge of
their wischief. They are perfect pests in society,
of no service of any description, but of incalcula-
ble ill. They eat their way into the fair character
of families as moths eat into clothing. In the
guise of friends, and with the cant of hypocrites
fresh from their lying lips, they manage to get to’
the bottom of other peoples’ affairs, for the plain .
purpose of trading on the capital of which they
may be the successful and unperceived thieves.

If 2 man or his wife have in a moment of un-
expected haste taken a single false step, even if
neither feels inclined at the time to put matters
right again, one error at least might be avoided -
that is too commonly the pledge of an endless -
train of misfortunes thereafter ; and that error is, [fj
for the party who imagines himself or herself i}
wronged, to hasten to lay open their difficulties to -|fi
a third person. Who is this third person that is
so readily to be found, and so kind as to listen to
these foolish little grievances %—Evidently no
other than one who has by his or her previous ac-
quaintance too often volunteered to become the re- |
ceptacle of all the family news that might be
thrown in the way. i

These are the most dangerous characters living, ({3

either to promote or to save the happiness of |fi

other people. Though oil is on their lips and l

honey flows from their tongues, their hearts are |{§

surcharged with venom, and their whole purpose 1l

rankles with malicious envy. They are the ones .|j

that go about from house to house, ready at any “
time to smother warm affections, glad to see dif- i
ferences arising and trouble brewing, letting fall a i

random hint here and a mischief-breeding remark .|i§

there, gloating with an inhuman pride and satis- [

faction over the unhappiness they have the power
to create, and serving steadily every moment the il
Devil’s commands in a better livery than belongs |f

to their wardrobe. If people who do not agree '
would only determine to forget their own minor

differences, and take in hand the efforts these mon- -|f
sters in society are making to increase them, we i

pledge ourselves that, the reunion formed for rout- i
ing the common enemy would sweep away all i
former vestiges of their troubles. A married
couple play the part of insanity when they take |
pains to introduce foreign elements of mischief un- - |i
der their roof. The first compact.to which they

should bind themselves after the solemn one of

matrimony, is to repel any advances from the gos- . i
siping busybodies who live on the domestic happi- ||
ness of others. Else they may find themselves in -|{i

an unguavded hour, in the meshes of persons whom ||

at the outset they would properly despise, and |
running for advice to characters whose richest de- _*
serts would be an ejection from the home. ’

It is comparatively easy, we know, to speculate
upon these matters and in cooler moments to give
up to a little philosophy. It might, however, be

made quite as easy to accustom ourselves, all of |

us, to look at these things in just the same temper |
on all occasions. If . .. people would at once i
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[ drive off these 1nt;110umg and wanton mischief-

makers, these gossips who defile the family circle
L with their very tread, these scandal manufactur-
L ory whose  tongues discharge their vile loads at
b overy house in which their presence is tolerated,
hese nuisances to every community, they would
have gained one point at the start that is only
gained with exceeding difficulty afterward. At
any rate, those who see others rushing blindly
into' the plan of these characters should at all
imes be willing to sound a warning.— dmerican
(;'ultwato'r
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*‘ Search the Scriptures.”—Jobn'f :39.

Ron.

BIBLE READING ON CONVERSION,

[

1. WuAT was the result of the first sin ¢
5:12.
2. What is necessary in order to be f1ee from
“death ¥ John 3 : 3.
* 3. What is the nature of this new birth? John
315,

4. What should be the effect of being born of
water } Rom. 6 : 4. A

5. Can we understand what it is to be born of
the Spirit ¢ John 3 : 8.
: 6. What must we become when converted ?

- Matt. 18 : 3.

7. Can those receive the kingdom of God who
do not receive it as a little child 4 Luke 18:17.
8, What must we do to be converted 1 Acts

3:19,

. 9. Is repentance alone sufficient to save the
sinner ¢ Acts 20 21.

10. Is there salvation in any other name?
Acts 4£:12.

11. What, then, must we do to be saved ¢
16: 31.
{| 12. What is the effect of believing on His name ?
f John 1:12.

Acts

- 13. Who are the sons of God ?" Rom. 8 : 14,
i 14, What is the object of the Holy Spirit?
il John 16 :13. )
" 15. What ig truth? John 17 : 17,
16. How are we begotten of God ¢ James] :18
17. How do we purify our souls? 1Pet. 1:22,

18. What is the weapon used by the Spirit in
It the work of conversion? Eph. 6:17.
19, How effective is this weapon ¢ THeb. 4:132,

20. What are some of the thoughts and intents
of the heart? Mark 7 :21, 22.

gl 21. What is necessary to be rid of these things ?
Eze. 18 : 31.

22. How is this work effected? 2 Cor. 5:3.
23, What is it that is thus written upon the

heart ? Jer. 31 : 33.
i1l 24, How is the sinner convicted of sin ¢ Rom.
il 3:20.
"~ 2. Can sin be known without the law? Rom.

7:7.

. 26. Is sin imputed when there is no law!
Rom. 5 :13.

27. What is the character of the law? Pa.
19:7; Rom. 7:14.

28. What is the character of the sinner ? Rom.
7:14,

29. What is it to be carnally minded ! Rom.

8:6. Why? Verse7.
30. What is the condition ,of the converted
man? Rom. 7:22

31. What evidence may we have that we know
God? 1 John 2:38.
32. Will one who is born of God commit sin?
-1 John 3 :9, first clause.
33. Why? 1 John 3:9, last clause.
34. What is thig seed ? 1 Pet. 1:23.
- EueeNg LELAND.

—TKach night is followed by its day,

Each storm by fairer weather,

While all the works of nature sing
Their psalms of joy together.

Then learn, O heart, their song of hope,
Ceage, soul, thy tha,nkless SOITOW,

For t,hough the clonds be dark to-day,
The sun shall shine to-morrow.

l« ) 2 . .
@nr @Eraft %UUEIIB%,
ot ) %) ?)

** Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.”—Isa. 32 ; 26,

ASLEEP ON DUTY.

BY M. B, DUFFIE.

*THEREFORE let us not sleep, as do others; butlet us watch and be
sober.” 1'Thess. h: 6.
Yes, the legions of Satan
Are now arming for strife!
They are gathering in silence—
They are seeking your life!
While an angel of glory
Does proclaim to his host
That a soldier of Jesus
Is asleep at his post!

Thus another position—
Yes, without e’en a fight—
Has been wrested by Satan
From the children of light!
Are you watching the borders ?
Are you scanning the coast?
‘Will the enemy find you
Fast asleep at your post?

His advance is most stealthy,
Lest his foes be alarmed,
Ere the sentry awakens,
He, alas! is disarmed.
With the minions of darkness
Then in glee does he boast,
How a soldier of Jesus
Was asleep at his post!

Let me stand e’er on duty,
Ever strive for the right;

I would work for the kingdom:
Let me walk in the light ;

Lest my name be repeated
By the heavenly host,

As a soldier unworthy,

& Hound asleep at his post.”

Batlle Creck, Mich.

SOUTH AMERICA TRACT SOCIETY.

For Quarter Endzn_q June 80, 1887.

No.of members. ..ol e iinannen.. 22
¢ reportsreturned.............. ...l 13
¢ letterswritten........... ... ... ... 44
¢ letters recelved...................,.... 28
\¢ missionary visits made. ............... 91
¢ Bible readings held.................... 27
“  attendance at readings................. 83
“  pp. of books and tracts distributed....... 4,078
“  periodicals distributed...."........... L. 440

Value books asnd tracts sold, $9.15 ; received on tract
fund, $3.30. Gro. H. AMSTERDAM, Sec.

PENNSYLVANIA TRACT SOCIETY.
Report for Quarter Ending June 30, 1887.

No.ofmembers...........ooviiiiien. ., 557
¢ reports returned........ ... ... ...l 301
O Jetters written. ... ... . ..ol 309
« € recelved. . i i e 123
“  missionary visits............ ... L 851
¢ Bible readings held................... 521
¢ persons attending readings .. ... ..., ... 1,154
¢ subscriptionsobtained................. 162
¢ pages reading matter distributed........ 227,110
¢ periodicals distributed................ 7,159

Cash received on tract fund, $253.55; on periodical
fund, $80.04. L. C. CHADV\ICK Sec.

MISSOURI TRACT SOCIETY,

Report for Quarter Ending June 80, 1887.

NO. of MeMbDErS. v e see et ineniieanaannns 300
‘0 reports returned. .. ... ..l 90
¢ members dismissed................. .- 4
« Jetters writben......... ...l 124
“ orecetved. ..o 20
“ misstonary visits. .. ... .o il T
¢ Bible readings held................ ... 55
t subsecriptions obtained... ............ 30
“  pp. tracts and pamphlets distributed.... 61,090
¢ periodicals distributed................ 1, 486

Cash received on membership and donations, $10.05;
sales, $282.19; on periodicals, $121.71; on twenty- thousand-
doliar fund, $795. ; on ﬁfteen~thousand-dollar fund, $5.-
42; on other funds, $75.51,

Districts Nos. 2, 5, and 7 and the societies at Gun City,
Mo., and Cincinnati, Ark., failed to report.

Crara E. Low, See.

o
v

WISCONSIN TRACT SOCIETY. .

Report for Quarter Ending June 30, 1887,

No. of members. .......ovvriniiinrunennns. 908
t reports returmed. .. ....... ... .. 466
“ membersadded........ ... .o 36
u “ dropped. .. ..o, 30

No. of letters written. . ........... ... .o 444
¢ o oreceived. ... e 131
Y migsionary Visits........ o s 1,009 |
“ Bible readings held................. 279
“ attendance ab readings......... . ... .. 1,758
f¢ pp. reading matter distributed..... . ... 218,332
¢ periodicals distributed. . ............. 11,048
¢ new subscriptions obtained........... 444

Cash recelved on membership and donations, $146.96; on
sales, $1,082.57; on periodicals, $606.21; on other funds,
$1,242.05. ¥. W. TieLp, Sec.

g

JESUS HAS SOMETHING FOR EACH ONE TO DO.

“(Go work in my vineyard,” says the Master ;
and how thankful we should be for the privilege
of winning souls for Jesus—of bringing those who
are in darkness and sin to the light of the gospel
of Christ | We all realize the importance of this
work more or less, aud think with rapture of the
reward which awaits the faithful laborers; yet
when we are called upon to engage in the work of
the Lord, we are apt to excuse ourselves on the
ground that we are placed in rathev peculiar cir-
cumstances, and there is really nothing for us to
do. But the trouble usually is that we have chosen
a certain department of the cause in which we wish
to labor, and because the Lord has marked oub a
different course for us we conclude there is nothing
for us to de, and thus let golden opportunities for
doing good pass by unimproved. If we were ounly
willing to come down to common, every-day duties,
what a field for usefulness would open up before
us !

All around us are those who are cast down and
discouraged. Some are burdened with cares, while
others have sunk low in sin. If we were only
where the Lord could work through us, we could
do much for these, and be the means of bringing
some to the light of truth.

Then there is the Sabbath-school. What a field
for missionary work is here! and how important
it is that while our ministers, colporters, and Bible
workers are out in the field laboring for those who
are not in the truth, we who remain at home
should work together for the youth and children
in our midst !

There are also many of our people who live at a
distance from those of like faith. A letter from a
brother or sister to such will do more to strengthen
and encourage them than we realize. 1 have writ-
ten to some of our scattered brethrenand sisters here
in Nebraska, and have received answers that have
caused my heart to warm .up toward these lonely
ones ; and I feel sure that much good may be done
in this way. There are many ways in which we
can serve our Master, if we will, and there is so
much joy in the work !

Then let us be faithful in the work the Lord has
given us to do, that it may be said of each, as of one
of 0ld, «“She hath done what she could.”

Fremont, Neb. May WAKEIIA}\[.A B

—There is a time coming upon the earth when
those who have been intrusted by their Lord with
talents for the furtherance of his work, but which
they have buried or squandered or left to rust
through inaction, will awake to a sense of what
they have lost by their life of selfishness. There
is coming a time when the rich will lavishly
offer their wealth for the spread of the gospel,—
yes, even urge it upon those who have been en-
gaged in that work, only to find their offers re-
fused because it is too late. That time is when
the last work for the salvation of man will have
been accomplished,—the last effort to bring souls
into the truth put forth, the last sermon preached,
the last letter written, the lagt tract mailed ; and
the laborer realizes that the work in which he has
been so actively engaged for perhaps a lifetime,
has closed forever. What will be our feelings
when we enter upon that more than solemn period }
Who of us will not look back upon opportupities
slighted, upon souls neglected, who might have re-
ceived the truth had we been more devoted to the
work. And if at that time there should be one
more opportunity presented of saving souls, which
we realize would be the last, who of us would not
be eager to improve it? Then why can we not
feel now as we know we will feel then? Why not
ag eager to engage in this work now as we would
be under the conditions just described # Those of
us who slight our opportunities now will then in-
dulge in as vain regrets as those who will be wan-
dering from sea to sea in search of the word of
QOcd, and cannot find it.
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-G0D’S COVENANTS WITH MEN. [N

Tne word ‘‘covenant” is used to signify, “1. A
mutual agreement of two or more persons or parties,
in writing and under seal to do, or to refrain from,
some act or thing; a contract; stipulation. 2. A
writing containing the terms of agreement between
parties. . . . 4. (Theol.)) The promises of God as
revealed in the Scriptures, conditioned on certain
terms on the part of man, as obedience, repentance,
faith, etc.”

These definitions are from Webster ; and as an ex-
ample of the latter, or theological use of the word, he
quotes the declaration of God to Abram, as found in
Gen. 17:7: ““And I will establish my covenant be-
tween me and thee and thy seed after thee, in their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”

Considering the definition of the word “ covenant,”
and looking at the condition of man, we can but be
impressed with the condescension of God in consent-
ing to enter into such an arrangement with him ; for
msn never was in any condition to enter into a
covenant with his Maker. He could pledge nothing
to God, which God, as the creator, had not before a
right unconditionally to demand, and which man, as
the creature, was not already under obligation to be-
stow. Yet God has condescended to count man’s
obedience a favor, and attach to it promises which it
could never merit.

Let us consider, secondly, God’s object in the cov-
engnts he makes with men. It can be nothing less
than to secure complete harmony with himgelf on
their part, and raise them to the highest degree of
perfection and happiness of which they are capable.

The methods adopted to secure these ends next de-
mand attention. As these must have operated from
the very beginning of man’s existence, we must look
first at the condition in which he was originally
placed. He was made upright, surrounded with
every circumstance of favor, and told to obey and
live. It is not formally stated that a covenant was
made with Adam, but all the conditions and circum-
stances existing, it is commonly held that such a cov-
enant existed. So long as he continued to obey, so
long be would continue in God’s favor; and, the pe-
riod of his probation at length ending, he would have
been confirmed in uprightness and immortality ; and
the object of Gtod in his creation would have been se-
cured. And this being all wrought out on the one
condition of obedience, this covenant is called a
“covenant of works”-——a name perhaps as appropri-
ate as ar'y other under the circumstances.

This plan the enemy of all righteousness undertook
to destroy ; this object he set himself to defeat. To
this end he seduced Adam into disobedience, and the
“covenant of works? was broken. This covenant,
containing within itself no provision for the forgive-
ness of gin, no remedy for disobedience on the part
of man, when it was thus broken, its object was de-
feated so far as the particular method was concerned
by which that object was to be secured; namely,
by unswerving obedience. But, as we have seen,
there can be but one object in view in God’s dealings
with men; namely, perfect harmony with God and
supreme felicity in that relation. Ané now the im-
portant question arises, Could any plan be devised
by which this object could be secured by the same
parties Who had failed under the first arrangement ?
and if 8o, under what conditions?

The solution of this problem was the plar of re-
demption through Jesus Christ—a new covenant,
called “the covenant of grace;” the remedial work
of Christ being all couched in embryo in the prom-
ige that the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent’s head. Addressing the serpent, God said:
“And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalf bruise his heel.”
Gen. 3:15. : ‘

It is important now to consider what place works
have in this covenant of grace. Are these to be left

entirely out of the account, as some seem to suppose?
Inasmuch as the same result is {o be -reached that
was, under the first arrangement, to be secured by
works alone, it would seem natural to suppose that
the new arrangement would have gome important
relation to them. And, further, as the only failure
under the first arrangement was a failure on Adam’s
part to maintain good works, it would seem reason-

able to conclude that the new arrangement, being

designed to remedy the failure of the first, should
make provision for such a contingency in the future.

The measure of good works is the law of CGod.
The standard of righteousness, the test of character,

and the detector of sin, is the law of God. ¢ By the
law is the knowledge of sin.” Rom. 8:20. ‘ Where
no law is, there is no transgression.” Rom. 4:135.
“Sin is not imputed when there is no law.” Rom,

5:18. “Sin is the transgression of the law.” 1
John 3:4 Now Christ is manifested under the cov-
enant of grace, to save his people from their sins, to
take away sin, and to atone for our transgressions;
but he does not stop here ; for he takes away the car-
nal mind, which is not subject to the law of God and
cannot be (Rom. 8 :7), and gives the spiritual mind,
which delights in the law of God. TRom. 7:22.
From this it appears that every covenant which God
enters into with men must be based on the condition
on his part of obedience to his law. The theological
definition quoted above from Webster, is therefore cor-
rect when it places obedience as the first of the terms
upon which the promises are to be secured. We can-
not conceive that God would engage to bestow favors
and blessings upon any one who would not comply
with his will.

So deadly was the virus of sin when once admitted,
that it took less than sixteen hundred years to corrupt
the whole living race of men, with the exception of
the family of Noah. In his experience we find the
first mention of the word “‘coverant” in the Script-
ures. Gen. 6:18; 9:9-16. Xight times the word is
used in this connection; but as this covenant per-
tained to the one specific purpose not again to destroy
the earth by a flood of water, a discussion of it does
not enter into our present purpose. It was, however,
made with Noah because he and his family alone of
all the people on the earth were found righteous in
the sight of God (Gen. 7:1), and hence confirms the
general principle above stated relative to the condi-
tions upon which God enters into covenant with men.

Some two thousand years after Eden, we find a
covenant brought to view looking in the same direc-
tion with the covenants already noticed, made, with
Adam. This was the covenant mgade with Abraham
and his seed. Gen. 12:1-8; 15:18; 17:7, 8, etc. His
“seed” Paul explains to mean Christ (Gal 3:16);
and the promise which God op his part engaged to
accomplish, namely, that in Abraham all the nations
of the earth should be blessed, the same apostle writ-
ing by inspiration of God under the full light of the
gospel, expands into a promise ‘‘that he should be
the heir of the world.” Rom. 4:13. This can be
fulfilled only when he and his seed (Christ and all
who are Christ’'s, Gal. 3:29) have come into posses-
sion of the earth, and all others are cut off. Then
will be the time of which both David and Christ speak,
when ‘“the meck shall inherit the earth,” (Ps. 87:11;
Matt. 5: 5), and that Peter refers to when he says (2
Pet. 3:13) that the righteous will dwell in the ‘“new

earth” for which we according to his promise (Isa. -

65: 17) are permitted to look.

When about to make this covenant with Abraham,
Gtod expresses the condition on his part in these
words: ‘““Walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
Gen. 17:1, 2. And the Lord told Isaac why he had
sworn unto Abraham in the covenant he had made
with him, in these words: ‘Because that Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my command-
ments, my statutes, and my laws.” Gen. 26:5.
Again God said of Abraham: “For I know him, that
he will command his children and his household after
him, and they shall keep the ways ot the Lord to do
justice and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” Gen.
18:19. And this he said when alluding to the prom-

ise that ““all the nations of the earth shall be blegsed

in him.” Verse 18.

While these scriptures show the essential impor-
tance of Abraham’s obedience in God’s dealings with
him, we must not overlook another element which
shows the relation of faith to the great trangaction;

- and that is, Abraham’s faith, which was counted to

him for righteousness, and without which he never
would have received the promise, any more than he
would have received it if he had not obeyed God.
When Abraham had no child, and had passed beyond
the power of nature o furnish him an heir, God took
him forth and told him to ‘look upon the countless
stars of heaven, and then assured him that such
should be the number of his seed. ¢ And he believed
in the Lord,” the record continues, ' and he counted
it to him for righteousness.” Gen. 15:6. Paul com-
ments largely upon this in Romans 4 and Galatians 3,
showing how Abraham, having this faith before his
circumcision, might be the father of all the faithful
though they be not circumciéed, that the righteous-
nesgs of faith, if they would believe, might be imputed
to them also.

James, algo, offers an important comimnentupon this,
which should not be passed by. He says: “Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was im-
puted unto him for righteousncss : and he was called
the Friend of God.” "James? :21-23. Thisisa com-
plete statement of the whole question. Faith and
works are inseparably connected. By works was
faith perfected ; and then it was imputed unto him
for righteousness, and he received that highest crown
of honor possible to earthly life—the title, “ Friend of
God.”

But hitherto the purpose of God'had been gradu-
ally unfolded to the race. The covenants rested
their prospective blessings upon the promise, and
finally upon the oath, of God. But so far as their
broad and ultimate application to the whole race of
mankind was concerned, they had received no ratifi-
cation ; and this could not be given till the promised -
Seed should appear, through whom sglone the
promise could receive its complete fulfillment.

Meanwhile God was to make another covenant
with the descendants of Abraham, subordinate and
national, to keep them g distinct and separate people
till the coming of the Sced, when the world should
have reached such an age, and the plan of God such
a degree of development, that the middle wall of par- .
tition could be broken down, and the means of grace
go forth to reap a harvest indiscriminately from all
nations.

A consideration of this point must be deferred to

another number. S
pRY

OUR MISSION FINANCES, PAST PLEDGES, ETC.

Ix all enterprises of importance, the financial branch
must receive careful consideration if success is ex-
pected. In most cases the money involved represents
the bulk of the work to be accomplished, so far as’
human agency is concerned. This is true in regard
to our foreign missionary work. The erection of
buildings, purchase of material and machinery, trans-
portation and support of laborers, and the dissemina-
tion of reading matter, all take money ; and working
at the distance we do in foreign lands, and under the
peculiar circumstances surrounding our missions, the
cost is much increased. We well knew years ago,

when our missions were undertaken, that we were |ff

engaging in a costly enterprise; yet we have never
seen any way to escape the necessity of such a move-
ment. If we have truth for the world important for
their well-being, we must bring it before the world,
If bur message is from God, which we cannot doubt,
the solemn obligation rests upon us of making the
world know it. ‘“Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature,” was the divine
commission eighteep centuries ago. Our message is
the closing movement of the gospel dispensation,
containing the very ogsence of thc gospel as pro-
claimed by Christ and the apostles. This great com-,
migsion is as obligatory upon us as it ever was upon
the twelve chosen by Chrigt himself. We cannot,
therefore, neglect our missionary work in foreign
lands without proving unfaithful to the solemn trust
committed to our hands. And as the financial inter-
ests are g necessary and important part of it, these
cannot be neglected while the work itself progresses.
We are, therefore, shut up to the necessity of pro-
viding for the financial interests of our missions while ~
we believe in the truths of the Third Angel’s Message
and the obligation of extending themn to the nations
of the earth.

It is doubtless well known to many of the readers
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of the REview that one of our greatest embarrass-
ments in the proclamation of this message to the
world is the lack of means. Our three European
misgions in the aggregate are some $40,000 in debt.
Most of thig is to the Review AND HErarLp Office,
for money advanced from its funds to enable our la-
It is
certainly questionable as to bow far our offices of
publication should go in extending help to oiher en-
terprises. There are certainly limits beyond which
they cannot go without injuring their own financial
credit. But the prihciple which has always been
adopted in this cause, is for every branch of the work
to bave an interest in all enterprises connected with
its prosperity as a whole, This has been a well cs-
tablished principle among us, and a source of strength
to this cause. As new enterprises have been started,
when they were struggling in weakness other
branches of the work have come forward and helped
,them in bearing their beavy load, in gaining strength
to stand alone. Had it not been for this course, it

; is doubtful whether some of our instifutions which

were once weak would have an existence to-day. We
hope the time will never come when this principle
will be neglected. .

The special difficulty with which we have to con-
tend constantly, while we look after the general
interests of the cause as a whole, is the want felt in
many directions for funds to carry out the various
enterprises started among us. We see so many ways
of using money, so many worthy enterprises con-
stantly arisiﬁg, 80 ma.ny directions in which we are
not doing what we want to do and ought to do of a
general and local nature, that we are in great danger
of losing sight of some of the important branches of
the cause, and permitting them to suffer, while other
branches are pushing forward with special vigor.
Those of our brethren connected with the local work
of our various Conferences, and other departments
of the cause, see, of course, the wants connected with
them ; but they are not placed in a position, perhaps,
where they can see the general interests all over the
field. Not being placed in connection with them,
they cannot be expected to know of the general
wants and interests, while they know very well the
wants of their special fields. They lack the means
which it seems to them they must have to make their
enterprises succeed, and they labor earnestly to ac-
complish the purposes they have in view, which in
themselves are worthy ; but they do not fully realize
as they might the wants of other branches of the
work not connected with their own. Here is a diffi-
culty that needs to be guarded constantly, We have
greatly feared the present year that our foreign mis-
sions would suffer because there are so many enter-
prises existing in our various Conferences that con-
gtantly call for means. ’

At first sight it would seem that this large debt of
over $40,000, fastened upon our three European mis-
sions, was a very discouraging feature. The ques-
tions immediately arise, Where is this money to come
from ? How long can we continue in the process of
Jinereasing this indebtedness ? What course can be
taken to relieve the situation -and bring back to our
leading offices of publication the means that they
have advanced, out of their own funds, to assist our
missions ? In reply we would say that if the pledges
made in the past which are still unpaid were forth-
coming, our difficulties financially would not only be
greatly relieved, but our missions would have money
on hand with ‘which to carry on their work. The
question will also at once arise, What are the pros-
pects, then, of the payment of these pledges? This
is a question difficult to answer, because many of
these were conditional pledges, to be paid when cer-
tain property was sold. To this class we wish to ad-
dress a few words. .

We suppose that all these brethren who made these
pledges did so in good faith. They pledged because
they loved the cause of God and felt a deep interest
in its prosperity. They wished to help bear the bur-
dens, if possible, and to sacrifice for its advancement;
and as they did not wish to bring themselves into a
cramp where they could not make their pledges
good, such conditions were necessary. But suppose
they could not sell such property at reasonable figures
for some years, if under the prospering hand of God’s
providence they were enabled to pay a portion of
their pledges, at least, would not the same interest in
the cause which prompted them to make the pledges
in the first place lead them to pay what they could
on them, even if they did not sell such property ?

7

This is a matter of importance that we wish these
dear brethren and sisters to consider. You may
say, No one bas a right 0 call on us to pay those
pledges until the conditions on which they were made
are accomplished. Suppose we grant this to be
wholly true, yet we ask you, as God’s stewards, When
the work is being hindered for lack of means,—our
missions greatly embarrassed, ag well as other branches
of the cause which have assisted them for lack of
this money,—if it be possible for you to raise at
least a portion of these pledges, and thus relieve the
situation, ought you not to do it? No one who
loves the cause will dispute the fact that we are un-
der obligation to do what we can consistently to ad-
vance its interests. If it be God’s truth for the last
days, and we recognize its importance, the obligation
of doing what we can to sustain it, and its being
hindered on account of lack of firancial support,
must make it our duty to do what we can to render
it efficient. We should think that those who have
made these conditional pledges would have interest
enough in the work to do what they can to pay a por-
tion of them, at least, if consistent. The revenue
arising from the use of farms or other property thus
pledged, would certainly seem to belong to the cause,
and should be given to it ag far as congistent.

We are satisfied that if our people generally who
have made these pledges would look at this matter
in this light, it would bring in several thousand dol-
lars to relieve the necessities of our missions.
earnestly request our brethren who may attend the
remaining camp-meetings this season, to present in
them this feature of the work. In every leading Con-
ference there are persons who have made such
pledges. We believe, also, that efforts should be
made at every camp-meeting to collect cash dona-
tions for our struggling missions. We believe that
our brethren in all parts of the field should feel it a
privilege, yea, a solemn duty, to send in what money
they can spare to help us at the present time in these
important enterprises. Our work must go to the
world ; it must not be hindered ; and any who be-
lieve it to be God’s truth for the last days cannot con-
sistently look on with indifference in such a time of
great need.

Dear brethren and sisters throughout the field,
think of these things. Carefully congider your stew-
ardship and responsibility to God. Remember that
we are all fast hastening to the Judgment, and that
every one of us will there hear the words, ‘“Well
done, thou good and faithful servant,” or we shall be
set among the unfaithful stewards, where ‘‘ there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Now is the time
when our stewardship is being tested, whether we
are doing faithfully our duty to the cause we profess
to love, and meeting God's requirements in sustain-
ing our missionary work. May God help us to con-
sider these things well.

Gro. I. ButLER, Pres. Gen. Conf.

BIBLICAL ANTHROPOLOGY.
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Tue Independent, in a recent issue, devotes a brief
space to the consideration of the above subject, in
the style in which it is usually handled by Biblical
expounders of the present day, in the course of which
it makes some statements which seem to us to be
utterly without foundation, either in reason or reve-
lation. The popular view of this subject hag always
seemed to us to involve some great absurdities, and
to give rise to many queries, for which there seems
to be no reasonable answer. Two or three of these
we can hardly forbear notieing. .,

For example, the Independent quotes, in support of
this view, 2 Cor. 5:1: “For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have abuilding of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the beavens.” Tor the popular doctrine of
the nature of man, this is considered a strong text;
but the query arises, What is meant by this * build-
ing of God,”or ‘“house not made with hands,” which
is reserved in the heavens ? Popular theology very
complacently appropriates this text so far as it seems
to relate to what happens at deatb, but ignores that
part of it which relates to this condition afterward.
Does it teach that the soul, after leaving the ““earthly
bouge of this tabernacle,” and entering the realms
above, is given another ‘“house” to inhabit, as this
and the next verses would in that case intimate ?—
Not at all; it simply lives there as a disembodied
gpirit. For this ‘“house which is from heaven” it
does not try to account. If this text proves anything

We

in support of the popular view, it proves too much.

Again the statement is made : ‘“ We must not trace
the existence of the mind to the body, or make it de-
pendent upon the body.” ‘That such an idea ag this

"should ever have found its way into the belief of civ-

ilized and enlightened people, we could never com-
prehend; for every one knows, when not arguing to
support a theological dogma, that the mind is depend-
ent upon the body, and that to a very large extent.
It is all very well to make such an agsertion upon
paper in the editorial sanctum, or from the eminénce
of the popular church pulpit ; but it would be a fatal
step for the young physician passing medical examina-
tion, or for the scientist who cared anything about
his reputation. There is hardly a person upon the
face of the earth who does not demonstrate its falsity
every twenty-four hours. 'When the body is affected,
the mind is affected, and odce verse. When the body
is filled with rum, the mind is stupefied; when it is
dyspeptic, the mind is filled with morbid fancies.
Diseases of various kinds leave it unsound. A stun-
ning blow upon the head instantly paralyzes it ; and
in a thousand and one other familiar ways the mind
shows its close dependence upon the body, in every
way in which it is possible to be dependent.

_Take, for example, the condition of man in a sound
sleep. What happens to the immortal soul, the really
conscious, intelligent part of man, which is not at all
dependent upon the body, during this time ? Does
it continue its thinking, and all its actions, the same
as at any other time ?—Oh, no; it'is dormant, wholly
unconscious, without a thought or emotion of any
kind. What a strange thing this is! The body goes
off to sleep, and immediately the mind, which is a
separate thing and not dependent upon it, is blotted
out of existence ! Oris it the mind that goes to sleep,
in order that the body may have rest and be recuper-
ated ? Claim what we willZabout this, there is a pe-
riod in every few hours of every man’s life when
peither the body, the immortal soul, the undying
spirit, or any other part of man, real or imaginary,
knows anything whatever. Wby does it not know
anything —Because part of the functions of the
body have been suspended. But when death sus-
pends «ll the functions of the body, behold, the q1ind
is not affected in the least! In the full, active pos-
session of all its powers, it soars away to the realms
of glory above; or (fearful alternalive [)—

“ With shuddering horror pale and eyes aghast’ —
takes its place in the fiery abode of the damned.
8o says popular theology. Of the small gnats of er-
ror we doubtless absorb our share; but for the swal-
lowing of such camel-like absurdities, our minds
have not, and we presume never will have, sufficient
gullibility.

After such a statement as that the mind is not de-
pendent upon the body, it is with no surprise that we
read further that “we must not make thought a
mere secretion of the brain, and consequently termi-
nate its career with the destruction of the brain.”
No; not, it is said, unless we would deprive our-
selves of all the comforts and consolatiops of the
Bible. But the trouble is that, according to this, the
Bible does this work itself ; for no language could
be more explicit than that which it utters upon this
very point: ‘“His breath goeth forth, he returneth
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”
Ps. 146 : 4. What is it that thinks ?—The mind, of
course ; or, as it is said, the never-dying soul. This
is the only thing about man that does think ; there-
fore, when a man’s thoughts perisk at death, the
part affected by this result isthe mind. So, then, ac-
cording to the Bible, the immortal soul, whatever
else it may have, has no thoughts after the death of
the body. Yet this doctrine of the immortal soul,
which lives on after death, is, we are told, the source
from whence we are to derive a large amount of
comfort. We are perfectly willing to resign to oth-
ers our share of whatever consolation there is in the
anticipation of such a future state of existence, ei-
ther for ourselves or for our friends.

Just what the steps are which take place in the
trangition from one state to the other—from life to
death, or vice versa—is very clearly set forth in the
87th chapter of Ezekiel. The prophet there narrates
his remarkable vision of the valley of dry bones,
and the raising again to life of the great multitude
who had fallen in that place. The valley, as the
prophet tells us, was full of bones, which were very
dry. The immortal souls had doubtless long since
departed from the bodies which they represented,
and were then in different portions of the spirit
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world,—some in the realms of emdless joy, others in
the abyss of torment. The prophet was directed to
prophesy unto these bones: ¢ Again he said unto
me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them,
O ye dry boves, hear the word of the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord God unto these bones ; Behold, I will
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live.
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know
thdt I am the Lord.” The prophet prophesied as di-
rected, and proceeds to tell what happened: “So T
prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophe-
sied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and
the bones came together, bone to his bone. And
when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up
upon them, and the skin covered them above: but
there was no breath in them.”

At this point one great step of the process is rep-
resented ag completed ; the elements composing one
part of the man had been brought together and
united. 8o far as this part of the man was con-
cerned, the work was done. But they did not yet
live, for *‘there was no breath in them.” They were
in precisely the condition a dead person is in im-
mediately after the breath has left his body. There
remained then but one more step to the process, and
that was to summon the immortal souls of this multi-
tude from their abodes in the spirit world, to re-inhabit
the bodies they hadso long forsaken. But, lo ! nothing
of the kind was done. The prophet was simply told
to ‘“ prophesy unto the wind,” ‘‘ and say to the wind,
Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds,
O breatb, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live.” That was all. And the prophet says,
““They lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceed-
ing great army.” 'Their immortal souls, then long
inhabitants of the spirit world, were passed by in ut-
ter silence. 'This is the testimony of the Bible as to
the elements which make up the living, organized
human being. They are, the body, composed of
bones, sinews, flesh, skin, etc. ; and the breath, or
that which composes ‘‘the four winds.” Put these
together, and the man lives, without the need of any
immortal soul or never-dying spirit.

We very much doubt whether there ‘are, among
civilized, enlightened people, any considerable num-
ber who really believe, deep down in their every-day
hearts, this nonsense about man’s conscious, immor-
tal soul. They may silently assent to the flowery
statements of pulpit rhetoric, but they think of their
lost friends as persons whom they have laid away in
the grave, not as disembodied spirits. There is, in-
deed, one notable exception—Spiritualists—to whose
doctrine the idea of natural immortality, when too
persistently and ardently cherished, naturally and
inevitably leads. To this and other dangerous er-
rors does it lead, while it has not, on the other hand,
any redeeming features. It rests upon no valid au-
thority, human or divine. Viewed in the light of ei-
ther reason or revelation, its appearance is the same;
it*is a theological hedgehog, bristling with absurd-
ities. ' L. A, S.

@he ommentary.

*Tell me the meaning of Scripture. One gem from that ocean is
worth all the pebbles of eurthly streams.”—M’ Cheyne.

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 0o

ANSWERS BY G. W. MORSE.

408.—1THE OFFICE OF CHURCH DEACONS.
1. What are the duties of church deacons?
2. When duly ordained, can they, in the absence of the church
eldey or a minister, officiate in administering the ordinances?
3. If not, for what purpose is their ordination ? E 0.P,
1. To look after the temporal affairs of the church,
atlend to the wants of the poor in the church, and
render such aid to the elder as he may wigh at times
of administering the ordinances.
2. No. i
8. Their ordination is to set them apart and qualify
them more especially for the work and duties of the
office. :
409.—J0B 7 : 9 AND THE RESURRECTION.

How do you explain the last statement of Job 7:9soas to
nize with the doetrine of the resurrection ? H.

The statement referred to by our correspondent is
this: ‘‘He that goeth down to the grave shall come
up no more.” The following verse is explanatory of
the words that we have quoted: ‘He shall return
10 more to Lis house, neither shall Zds place know Zim
any more.” This limits the time of imprisonment in
the grave to the existence of the present condition of
sffairs in this world. When man dies he will never
return to be recognized by his former companions or
scenes, as they existed when he died; he will not re-
turn during the continuance of the dispensation. To
take this statement as proving that the dead will
never be resurrected, is to contradict a large array of
texts that positively and very clearly teach that they
will be. .The explanation that we have given allows
the passage referred to, to have its full significance,
and at the same time avoids doing violence to the
many texts which prove the resurrection.

harmo-
B. C.

vogress of the @auze.

* He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,shall doubt -

fess come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,”-Ps. 126:6.

FAITH.

He who works in the field of the world,
Must work with a faith sublime;

For the seed he sows must lie in the earth,
And wait for God's good time.

But nevertheless the harvest is sure,
Tho? the sower the sheaves may not see;
For never a word was spoken for Him
But will ring through eternity.
T, I, Willson.

AFRICA.

Care TowN.—Wednesday, July 6, our company
took passage for Cape Town on the Haward Castle,
of the ““Castle Line,” We sailed at noon, and the
gsame hour the next day arrived at Dartmouth. Iere
we Waited, taking on and discharging cargo, until
Friday noon. Monday morning we arrived at Lis-
bon, Portugal, where we remained until four o’clock
in the afternoon. We soon lost sight of land, and did
not see any more until sighted at Cape Verde. Our
journey continued until the morning of the 28th,
when we arrived at Cape Town. We noted but little
of interest on the voyage ; but few ships were seen.
For the most part our voyage was a pleasant one,
with but little unpleasent weather or rough sea. The
little amount of seasickness which was experienced
perhaps need not be especially mentioned.

Cape Town is the metropolis of Cape Colony. It
is the most populous of the towns of Southern Africa.
It is the seat of government and the meeting-place
of the legislature, and is an important commercial
town. Many advantages are contributed together
here. Thisis a comparatively stationary community,
whose social circle possessss many of the charms of
the old established and cultivated society of Europe.
The number of inhabitants is differently estimated at
from 388,000 to 60,000. This embraces white and col-
ored races, with all other varieties of nationalities,
from the fairest Saxon to the darkest thick-lipped
Ethiopian.

The first sight of Cape Town from the water does
not impress one very favorably. The massive wall
of Table Mountain forms a solid background; the
“Devil's Peak” and ‘ Lion’s Head” encloses it on
either side. We were happy to meet Bro. Wessels,
from the Diamond Fields, who had come a distance
of 640 miles, and had been waiting about a month
for us. He is very anxious to have meetings held in
that country, which, if the Lord wills, will be done
in the near future. We have already found inter-
ested ones with whom we have commenced Bible
readings, about five miles from Cape Town.

) C. L. Boyp.

MISSOURIL

PrymouTH.—We cloged our meetings at Chillicothe
Sunday night, Aug. 15, and moved our tent to this
place, and began meetings the 18th. Have given
twelve discourses and one Bible reading., The at-
tendance is good and the interest is increasing.
Brethren of Missouri, pray for the work here.

Aug. 30. C. H. CHAFFEE.

N. W. ALLuE.

VERMONT.

HorranD.—Last spring I sold some ten copies of
‘“ Great Controversy.” I do not know what the re-
sult will be in the day of God, but I trust some good
will be accomplished. I sold one man in this place
a book, and as the result of his reading it, he and his
wife have commenced to obey the Lord. They were
formerly first-day Adventists. May the Spirit of God
lead others who are now held by the no-law theory,
to see the light of truth and the last warning message
that is being given to a lost and dying world. We
met last Sabbath, and reorganized a Sabbath-school
of eight members. Have taken two orders for the
REviEW and one for the Instructor,

Epwin A. BOOTHMAN.

VIRGINIA.

BRIDGEWATER.— We have now been here two
weeks, and the interest has been good from the first.
Some are becoming deeply interested. We sell some
tracts, but have sold no books as yet. The dona-

tions are quite good, and our temporal wants are

abundantly cared for. We are having very warm
days, but the nights are uncommonly cool, which
doubtless keeps many away ; but yet the attendance
is large at every meeting.

We receive encouraging reports from the other
tent company, in Fauquier county. Surely the Lord
is blessing in this field in a measure, but we believe
that there are still greater blessings in store for us,

if we will only do what we can in helping forward

M. G. HurrmanN.

this precious cause. \ ]
R. D. Tlorrer.

Aug. 0.

>

WISCONSIN.

Norra PRXIRIE AND MERTON.—A fter we presented
the Sabbath question, the cougregations became quite
small, and manifested so little interest that we thought
best to move our tent. Our books sales amounted to
$9.87, and we received $11 59 in donations. Two
promised to keep the Sabbath, and we think others
will. Aug. 18 we pitched our tent in the village of
Merton. It is a small place, butisin a thickly settled
country. There are two churches, and a strong
church element here. The attendance at our meet-
ings so far has been quite small, but the weather has
been so cool that people could not comfortably attend.
Some seem interested in the word spoken, and we hope
our coming here will not be in vain.

W. W. SuArp.
S. SWINSON.
E. W. WEBSTER.

TENNESSEE.

PoweLL’s GrovE AND ApAms.—I closed my meet-
ings at Powell’s Grove Aug. 21. The interest con-
tinued all through the meetings, which lasted six
weeks. The Lord blessed in the presentation of his
word. As a result of the effort, about eighteen souls
are keeping the Sabbath. TFive of these, however,
were keeping the Sabbath previous to my cuming.
I succeeded in organizing a Sabbath-school, which is
now equipped with officers and teachers. They take
ten copies of the Instructor. The school starts out
well. I hope soon to be able to organize them into
a church. I have now moved my tent to a point be-
tween Cedar Hill and Adam’s Station, Robertson Co.,
and have held eight meetings, with a very large at-
tendance. My tent being a 40-ft. tent, will not seat
all the people who come. But three discourses have
been given on the Sabbath question, yet several have
already promised to keep God’s holy day. The work
is onward in Tennessee, for which we praise the
Lord. Eld. Marvin has now come to assist me. We
hope to so present the truth here that it will affect
hearts. J. M. REES.

Sept. 1.

FLORIDA.

EARLTON AND ORANGE HiguTs.—After closing the
tent effort at Waldo I went to Earlton to follow up
an interest created there by our tent work. Gave
twenty-one discourses and three Bible readings, which
resulted in establishing those whose interest called
us there, and bringing the light of present truth to
others, some of whom we hope will be constrained to
obey ere long. Book sales, $8.00; donations, $5.54.
The donations met all the expenses of this meeting,

‘Wednesday, July 13, I came to Orange Hights, and

began meetings Sunday, July 17, with a fair attend-

ance. Have given twenty discourses and a few Bible
readings. Several have begun the observance of the
Sabbath, and a goodly number are convinced of the
truth of our positions, some of whom we hope will
accept the truth. We find & few honest men and
women wherever we go, ready to receive the ‘ truth”
when presented to them. Thus we are gncouraged
to labor on. May we ever count it a privilege to la-
bor for the Master.

1 shall start to-day to visit our people at Sorrento,
Apopka, and Orlando, on my way to Tampa, where
I expect to join Eld. Fulton in a tent effort.

Aug. 30. L. H. CRIsLER.

MICHIGAN.

Hesreris.—Our tent effort here has now continued
six weeks with good results. We have had to meet
opposition in various ways. Several discourses have
been preached against us, and people have been
urged to remain away from the meetings. A number
of copies of the papers containing Eld. Canrights
articles against us have been circulated, which bave,
as far as we can learn, worked in our favor by caus-
ing the people to investigate for themselves, thus ful-
filling the testimonies. ‘‘Surely the wrath of man
shall praise thee.” Ps 76:10. We have tried to
seek the Lord for his blessing, which he has been
pleased to grant us to some degree. Some fen or
more adults, besides youth and children, have begun to
keep the Sabbath, and are trying to bring their lives
into conformity to the will of God in every respect.
A lively Sabbath-school of twenty-five members has
been organized. Our table wants havebeen well sup-
plied. The collections amount to $8.65, and book-
gales to $20.89. Several others are much interested

for whom we hope. J. L. Epear.
Aug. 28. T. M. LANE.
J. B. Buck.

MoreNcL.—We have been at this place nearly six
weeks. Forty-two discourses have been given. Our
attendance has béen large from the beginning. Many
have attended from the country, some coming ten

=
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miles. It has been a common thing to see fifty
tecams hitched near the tent. Three discourses have
been given against us, and another is promised for next
Sunday morning. We have held three Sabbath meet-
ings with an attendance of about seventy. Nearly
all who attend, say,‘ The things we hear are true.”
Quite a number are obeying, and there are others we
are quite sure will obey. Next Sabbath we shall or-
ganize a Sabbath-school.

Last Sunday morning we were publicly challenged
to debate the subject of the Sabbath, and the condition
of man in death. Circumstances seem to demand
that we accept. The people are kind, and, at pres-
ent, nearly supply our temporal wants We have re-
ceived donations of money to the amount of $16.94.
We are of good courage, and thankful to the Lord
for his blessing in these mcetings.

H. M. KunNvox.
A W, BATHER.

Frank LANGDON.

KANSAS,

Trov, Donipran Co.—We have been at this place
about six weeks. The interest here has been small
from the first. Seven have signéd the covenant, and
a few more are keeping the Sabbath. Our friends
have supplied us well with fruit and other necessaries
of life, Our book sales, including hymn books,
amount to $25. We have received from collections
and donations about $21., and have taken three sub-
scriptions for the REvizw and one each for the Signs,
Sickle, and Good Health. At the close of service last
Sabbath the tent was blown down, but was not dam-
aged. R. F. Barron.

Gro. W. Pacr,

Wicnira.—Since our last report we have moved
our tent to another part of the city. There seems to
be a better interest manifested here. The attendance
is more regular, yet quite a portion of our audience
is composed of travelers or mechanics who can
be present only a few evenings. Such many times
become interested, but leave before they arrive at
any decision. These persons have taken quite a
number of tracts on the main points of our faith.
May God bless the truth they carry with them, and
cause it to bear fruit to his glory and honor. Nine-

. teen are keeping the Sabbath, eleven of whom have

signed the covenant. We have sold tracts and books

. to the amount of $15.81, and taken three subseriptions

for the Rrvinw, .

Some who have accepted the truth are men and wo-
men of influence, and are now laboring to get the
truth before their friends. They have the working
spirit of the Third Angel’s Message. May the Lord
still bless others in deciding for the truth. Bro. L.
M. Crowther has been with us all summer, and has
e now goes to college
to fit himself more thoroughly.for the work. Sr.
Rousseau and Sr. Nora Stebbins are with us, assist-
ing much in the personal labor.

Aug. 30, L. J. RoussEAU.
W. W. STEBBINS.

PENNSYLVANIA.

K

Irisg RiprLe, LAWRENCE Co.—Since our last re-
port, we have moved our tent one mile from where
we were, to this place. The interest in our work
seemed to center chiefly at this point, consequently
we pitched our tent and commenced meetings here
the evening of Aug. 9. The attendance thus far has
been very encouraging, much more so than at the
former place. We are now presenting the Sabbath
question, and a few, fecling the force of the binding
obligation of the Sabbath ascording to the command-
ment, are in the path of obedience; yet we are not
able to give any definite idea as to the result of our

~ labor at the time; of this writing.

~We will say, however, that we have good reasons

to believe that by the help of the Lord we shall be

able to raise up a good company of Sabhath-keepers
One very favorable feature in connec-

and interested in the truths we are presenting. Our
temporal wants are quite liberally supplied. Cash

. donations amount to $10.16, and book sales to $43.80.

We can say that our courage is good, and we feel to
praise God for the light of present truth that to us
continually grows brighter and brighter.
L. A. Wixe.
D. A. Bann.

IOWA. .

RoMEe.—I was with the company of Sabbath-keep-
ers at this place July 22, 28. I went there, by invita-
tion, to review threefopposition sermons which had
been preached by Eld. Bennett (Disciple), from Mt.
Pleasant. Ireviewed these sermons in two discourses,
and held one meeting on the Sabbath with the be-
lievers of the place. This little company are having
some opposition.to meet. A few have become dis-
couraged, but others are firm. The fruth shines with
more brilliancy by being contrasted with error. May

the last message of mercy to the world speed on its

way, till the honest in heart are gathered into the fold

of Christ, and thus find a shelter from the threaten-

ing tempest that is soon to burst upon this wicked

world. C. A. WaAsHBURN.
Sept. 6.

- Councin Brurrs.—We closed our mcetings here
Sunday, Aug. 28, after a continued cffort of nine
weeks. The location of the tent was all that could
be desired. The attendance was fair and the interest
good, and we feel sure a good work was accomplished.
Our mission workers had performed a good work be-
fore we began, and many readers attended the lect-
ures, most of those who embraced the truth being of
this class. During the past few months twenty-three
have accepted the message and are rejoicing in the
truth. The larger share have decided since hearing
the lectures. Fifteen were added to the church ;
seven were baptized, and more will follow. Dona-
tions amounted to $18.; book sales, to $25. The
church here now numbers sixty members. We had
cxcellent order throughout. The daily papers of
Council Bluffs and Omaha gave us frequent and gen-
erous notices. The opposition from the clergy was
weak.

We had just arranged to give a sccond scries of
meetings in another part of the city, but were disap-
pointed in that our tent was needed to be used in the
local camp-meetings in the State, in which I shall be
engaged the remainder of tent season. Bro. Wake-
ham goes to assist Brn. IIankins and Ellyson in a
meeting at Storm Lake. Many persons not of our
faith expressed regrets that we could not remain an-
other month. We closed with the largest audience
of the season. Our tent is an oblong square, 31 x 49
ft., and with our model scats is voted by all to be a
success. L. Mc Coy.

IDAHO AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

Moscow ann ParousE Crry..—After eight weeks
of tent labor, we closed our meetings at MoscCow,
Idaho, Aug. 21. About thirty have taken hold of the
truth, and we look for others to decide in its favor.
One minister opposed us very bitterly, speaking
against us each Sunday evening for several weeks.
We reviewed him on three different occasions, mak-
ing friends for the truth at each discourse. Our
temporal wants have been fully supplied by the

friends of the cause, who have also contributed $27. -

in cash for our tent expenses. Our book sales have
reached nearly $40., and several subseriptions have
been secured for the REVIEw. A Sabbath-school of
forty-five members has been organized, and a club of
fifteen Instructors taken. Bro. H. W. Decker was
with me during the last week of the meeting, and as-
sisted in the organization of a church of seventeen
charter members, and the ordination of proper officers
on Sabbath, Aug. 20. The brethren and friends who
were present at our closing service on Sunday pledged
nearly $300. in a few minutes, for the purpose of
erecting a church building; and this amount we
think can easily be doubled, so that the prospects are
good for our brethren to have a commodious house
of worship soon.

‘We pitched our tent here at Palouse City, Washing-
ton Territory, last week, and have thus far held four
services with good interest. Our tent last night was
crowded to its utmost capacity, and at the close of
the discourse a collection of $4.90 was taken up.
We desire to glve God all the glory for the good be-
ing done, and humbly trust that his blessing may con-
tinue to rest upon the work both here and all over
the wide harvest-field. Jamus W. ScoLs.

Aug. 29.

INDIANA.

RuseviLLre.—We came to Rushville, the county
seat of Rush county, Aug. 10, and began meetings in
the tent Aug. 13, with but few present. The interest
has increased until now there is an attendance of
about 200 each evening. Thus far we have given fif-
teen discourses and two temperance lectures, The
donations*have amounted to $7.43; book sales, $3.-
45. There seems 0 be a real interest awakened in
the minds of quite a number, and we earnestly ask
the prayers of our brethren and sisters that the
Spirit of God will attend our work in this eity.

We have found the children’s meetings one of the
most efficient means we have ever tried of gaining
access to the homes of the better class of people
The children learn of the meetings, become inter-
ested, and then bring their parents with them. Iach
afternoon a new lesson, either of Bible history, or of
a doctrinal nature is prepared and illustrated by
the use of colored crayons and blackboard. These

" lessons are so prepared as to instill in the minds of

the children and youth a knowledge of God’s word
and-of the doctrinal truths that pertain to these last
days. Trom forty to fifty attend these meetings
each afternoon. As yet we cannot tell what the re-
sults of our work here will be, but we believe that
God is willing to continue to bless our labors.
Aung. 29. 0. C. GODSMARK.
W. A. Youna.

NORTH DAKOTA.

LissoN, Raxsom Co.—Our tent meeting closed here
last evening, and we are taking down the large tent
to-day. This to us has been a very enjoyable meet-
ing, although not as productive of good results as we
would have desired. Our congregations have teen
small, and especially has this been true since the com-
mencement of harvest. We have had an average at-
tendance of probably fifty or sixty. Quite large con-
gregations listened to the presentation of the Subbath
and immortality questions. The wcather at times
has been very unfavorable, storm clouds sometimes
arising just at meeting time, keeping the people at
home. We have met but litile open opposition, only
one opposing sermon having been preached ; but we
have been aware that a strong under-current was
working against us, inducing the people to stay away.
Our book sales have amounted to $14.50, and cash
donations, to $14.00. Our table wants have been
quite fully supplied by the people. The best of
order has prevailed all through our meeting. Zleven
adults have now signed the covenant, three of whom
were observing the Sabbath before we came here.
Others are much interested, and are investigating the
truth, who we trust will yet obey.

A Sabbath-school of geventeeu members has been
organized, with a club of ten Instructors, and clags
and record books. A furnished hall has been rented
from the Good Templars’ society, and the money sub-
scribed for its payment. The hall contains an organ,
and is a very pleasant place in which to hold meet-
ings. It costs $5.00 per month, and we have the use
of it on the Sabbath and one cvening in the week.
We have been alone in this tent effort, having no
lady worlkers, which help we have missed much. We
are now trying to build up the work commenced, and
to labor for others who have not as yet taken their
stand for the truth. In connection with our meet-
ings Bro. Reed sold thirty copies of “ Thoughts on
Daniel and the Revelation,” which are now being
read by the people, and, we trust, will in the future
bring forth fruit. We have enjoyed much of God’s
blessing in these meetings, and have tried to seek a
closer connection with Christ. We go from this place
to the Fergus Falls camp meeting, where we hope to
meet a goodly number from North Dakota.

W. B. Wurrs,
C. M. CHAFFEER.

MINNESOTA.

WiNONA.—-Our meetings here closed Aug, 28, hav-
ing continued six weeks. The interest was good
throughout, and was more wide-spread at the close
than at any time previous. Because of the Waseca
camp-meeting, we had to close before the interest
was fully developed. We left seventeen new ones
keeping the Sabbath, and are quite certain of as
many more. After camp-meeting, Bro. Moon will’
return with a number of mission workers, to follow
up the interest. We have no doubt that a good com-
pany will be established at Winona.

Aug. 30. H. P. HoLSER.

Sr. PavrL.—We pitched our tent in this city, and
began meetings July 1, with an audience of about
100. As considerable interest had been manifested
in the camp-meeting by the people in the east part
of the city, we rather expected large audiences; but
in this we were disappointed, the average attendance
not being over thirty-five orforty. Shortly after we be-
gan the meetings, we felt very much like taking down
the tent; but as a few attended who seemed really
interested, we concluded to continue until they de-
cided one way or the other. We moved the tent and
pitched it again July 26 ; but unfortunately we found
ourselves in the midst of an Irish Catholic neighbor-
hood. Our audiences were fair, averaging from sev-
enty-five to 300. Quite a number came to hear, but
in this they were greatly hindered by the rowdy ele-
ment who were gathered around the outside of the
tent, laughing, talking, and in other ways disturbing
the meeting. It seemed almost impossible to keep
them quiet, even with the efforts of a policeman. To
assist the regular policeman, two of our brethren,
H. A. Flint and C. J. Holmes, were sworn as special
police.

One evening the regular policeman was called away,
and when our brethren attempted to keep the disturb-
ers quiet, they resisted, and agsaulting Bro. Holmes,
inflicted quite serious injuries. In the darkness they
all eseaped identification, and no arrests were made
till two or three evenings later, when a young man
was arrested for creating disturbance,, ITe was taken
to the police court and sentenced to $30. fine or thirty
days in the work-house. Our meetings were not dis-
turbed afterward as long as the regular policeman
kept near the tent. But if he was absent for a few
moments, the noise began and continued till his re-
turn. We at last concluded that it would be better
for the interests of our work to go into a hall. 'This
we have done, and here only those attend who are
interested.

Up to the present some ten individuals have begun
to keep the Sabbath since our camp-meeting, princi-
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pally ag the result of the tent work ; and there are a
few more hopeful cases. About 15,000 pages of
tracts have been distributed, mostly by the Bible
workers, in connection with our tent work. We have
evidence that the greater share has been read, and in
many instances carefully. So 8. D. Adventists and
their views are becoming quite extensively known
in this part of St. Paul, at leagt. Many who have at-
tended our meetings but little, or who have simply
heard of us from others, onlearned of our views from
reading matter placed in their hands, are interested,
and we shall try to reach such with Bible readings.

Quite a good work is being done among the Scan-
dinavians of this city. Eld. C. Norlin, of Sweden,
has been here gince lagt spring, and as the result of
his labors and those of one of our Scandinavian
workers, quite a number of Swedes are keeping the
Sabbath, Eld. Norlin, and Bro. Emil Johnson, of
Battle Creek, Mich., are now holding a tent meeting
here among their people, and have quite a good in-
terest. One of our brethren who ig canvassing for the
Swedish and the Danish “Thoughts on Daniel and the
Revelation” has taken over 100 orders. There is
much to contend with in this city—prejudice of al-
most every conceivable kind ; but the truth moves
slowly onward, for which we praise the Lord. May
the time soon come when the ‘‘loud cry” of the mes-
sage will mightily stir not only this city but the
world !

We would here acknowledge the receipt of provis-
ions sent by the brethren of Hutchinson and West
Union, We feel thankful for this token of the inter-
est that our brethren have in our migsion. Continue
to send in your donations, brethren. You will
thereby not only lighten our expenses, but encourage
us in the work. WM. ScHRrAM.

Bygron Trire,

A CHANGE OF FIELDS.

AFTER an absence of four years, I have, inharmony
with the counsels of leading brethren, returned to
my native land, t0 secure through a change that re-
plenishment of vitality made necessary by coutinued
labors in new and difficult fields, with the design of
helping to raise the French branch of the work in
America.

Before leaving France, 1 had the privilege of vig-
iting three cities and as many villages in the vicinity
of Drome, to introduce Bro. Badaut to friends for
whom I had labored eleven years before, all of whom
seemed overjoyed to see us again, and manifested a
deep interest in the truth. We obtained a few sub-
seriptions for Les Signes, and had an excellent time
in both our public and private efforts. The visit of
Eld. O. A. Olsen in Southern France, and the assist-
ance he rendered me on our journey were truly ap-
preciated.

Sinee returning to America, I have spent one Sab-
bath with the few believers at St. Albans, Vt., one
week with the Bordoville church, and nearly one
weelt at the Vermont camp-meeting. At all of these
points my soul was refreshed by the renewal of
former acquaintances and associations through the
blesging of God, and the pure, bracing air of my na-
tive State,

The camp-meeting at Vergennes was a grand suc-
cess. Through the efforis of new laborers scores of
precious souls have been added to the Conference.

How sweet the privilege of meeting and worshiping

with old and new brethren! How encouraging to
see all these so willing to sacrifice for the cause!
How many Sabbath-keepers Vermont, though small,
has furnighed other fields, especially in the West !

I find new openings for labor among the French
in Vermont. I am happy to say that my health is
better than it was last year, and that it has been im-
proving since my return to America, My post-office
address during the present month is' Bordoville,
Franklin Co., Vt. D. T. BourRDEAU,

Sept. 2. :

NEW ENGLAND CAMP-MEETING, - r}

ThHIs meetiug was held at New Bedford, Mags. Bro.
Olsen and sister White attended the first week of the
meeting, and then went to Cleveland, Ohio, and the
writer went to New Bedford. Of course everything
was under way when I reached the ground Friday

morning, Sister White and Bro. Olsen had labored

hard while there, and deep impressions had been made.
It was not strange that the brethren should deeply
feel their loss when they went away.

We tried the best we could to keep up the interest
of the meeting till the close, and we believe the
Lord helped us., . Our meeting on the Sabbath was
indeed a good one. We were glad to see a gpirit of
labor come in among the people, and to see them be-
gin to feel for others. The longer the meeting con-
tinued, the deepér the current seemed to run; and
this was seen all through the meeting till its close
Wednesday morning. A 'large number were baptized.

It was a question of considerable thought what
ghould be dons in reference to the officers of the Con-
ference. Bro. Haskell had stood at the head of the
Conference so long, and occupied so large a place in

the affections of the brethren, that it scemed to many
as though they could not get along without him;
and this was true to a great extent with Bro. D. A.
Robinson. But both these brethren are gone, and per-
haps neither of them will be in the Conference again
for along time ; and after long counseling together,
and a most friendly discussion of the matter, Bro.
A. T. Robinson was unanimously elected president,
with brethren J. B. Goodrich, C. W. Cummings, A. L
Wright, and E. P. Farnsworth as associate members
of the committee.

We were glad to see such a spirit of union and love
prevail among the brethren. I never have attended
a Conference in New England where this was more
apparent than at this meeting. So far as we were
able to discern, there was no pulling or dissension of
any kind ; and we believe this is one reason why God
gave them go good a meeting. They had money
enough in the treagury to settle all demands upon it.
This was a source of encouragement to the Confer-
ence.

The meetings closed Wednesday morning, and the
people returned home hopeful in God, Some very
encouraging features were brought out at this meet-
ing. DBro. Miles had taken a few of the students at
the close of the school, and gone down into Connect-
icut to canvass ; and although nearly every one was
new and uniried in the work, yet they sold about
$15,000 worth of books during that time. One young
brother, only fourteen years old, took 400 subscribers
for Good Healih. All this was done in only a few
weeks, principally by inexperienced young men and
ladies, in hard, conservative, old Connecticut. One
thing that contributed greatly to this success, no
doubt, was that Bro. Miles went with his canvassers,
and showed them how, and kept them encouraged. But
the greatest reason of all why they succeeded, was
that God helped them. Who can compute the result
of this work in eternity ?

Another encouraging feature was, that some of the
churches that frequently send only a few people to
camp-meeting, turned out this year almost en masse.
The church at Danvers were nearly all there this
year, although but a few usually attend; and we
never saw them so hopeful and strong in the truth as
at this time. We noticed this of other churches ag
well. I think this camp-meeting was larger than any
I ever attended in New England; that is, there were
more of our own people present. We expect the
New England Conference will prosper. They have
made great sacrifices in the pagt. God will not for-
get their labor of love. If the brethren will all pull
together, and counsel, and love each other, God will
bless and prosper their efforts. Young men will
come up and take the burden of the work, and the
message will go forward. E. W. FARNSWORTH.

n

ILLINOIS CAMP-MEETING. '

Wz arrived at Springfield, Ill.,, Wednesday morn-
ing, Aug. 24. Oak Ridge Park, where the camp was
located, is a very pleasant place, right on the out-
gkirts of the city of Springfield. The city street-cars
run right to the grounds, making it very convenient
for all to attend the meeting. The arrangement of
the camp was complete, tents were all up, and a large
portion of our brethren and sisters were on the ground.
This was a very pleasiug sight in this early stage of
the meeting. The workers’ meeting had continued
over a week, during which time all the arrangements
of the camp and the getting ready for the meeting had
been completed. They had enjoyed much of God’s
blessing in their workers’ meeting, and everything
was prepared to enter into the spirit and labor of the
camp-meeting. We think we never saw a more com-
plete organization and arrangement of a camp and
everything connected with it, than here upon this
ground ; and from the moment we entered it, we felt
that the signal blessing of the Lord was over the
place and the gathering.

Sr. White had rested well during the night on the
journey, and felt much invigorated. At eight o’clock
ghe came into the congregation, and spoke with much
freedom. The weather through the entire meeting
was all that could be asked for. No rain or storm,
and yet it was not very warm. The attendance of
our people in Illinois was larger than at any camp-
meeting ever held in this Conference. About 100
tents were pitched. The outside attendance, also,
was very good. On Sunday the gathering was esti-
mated at from 4,000 to 5,000. It was a great pleasure
to me to meet again with the dear friends here. I
have met with them in only one camp-meeting here-
tofore ; that was at Aurora, the %fear before I left for
Europe. The Lord has certainly been blessing the
Tllinois Conference. Everything seemed to show a
spirit of cheerfulness and liveliness that was refresh-
ing. One feature was especially striking, namely, the
large number of young men and women that were
giving themselves to work in the cause. If these all
congecrate themselves to God, and properly relate
themselves to his work, they will be a strength to the
cause, and progperity will follow. '

Bro. Belden and Bro. Eldridge were present to give
instruction in the canvassing and colportage work.
They had a very interesting class. We were also fa-
vored with the presence of Bro. Breed, from Wiscon-
sin, Bro. Olds, from Alabama, and Bro. Leroy Nicola,

from Iowa. The business meetings throughout were
harmonious, and the interest seemed to be growing
and deepening to the last. Sr. Whitc was sustained
in a special manner. Most of the time she spoke
twice a day. On Sunday she was not feeling as well
as usual, and dreaded the time of speaking very much,
so that she went before the people with some misgiv-
ings on her part; but the Lord strengthened her in a
very special manner. She spoke on the gubject of
Bible temperance. Many of us are acquainted with
the liberty and freedom and power with*which she
has spoken on this subject so many times, but I never
witnessed such power and such a wonderful display
of God’s grace as at this time. The large pavilion
was filled to its utmost capacity, and crowds stood on
the outside. During the hour and three quarters that
she spoke, it seemed as if the people were riveted to
the place in breathless silence. A large portion were
deeply interested, and after the service many came
up and thanked her most heartily for the words of
instruction they had heard. While the enemy is try-
ing to do all in his power to stir up prejudice and to
keep souls away, and while some of those who have
been with us are apostatizing and doing all they can
to bring reproach upon this work and the faithful
servants of God, the Lord comes near to his people
in a special manner, recognizing his own work; and
clothing his servants with more than usual power,
and the listeners themselves acknowledge the power
of God and his truth. Truly we have everything to
encourage us. While we see the shaking all around
us, and the perils thickening, it is only what we have
expected, and therefore a confirmation of our faith.

On Monday twenty-nine souls were baptized. The
interests of our foreign missions were also considered,
and $2,629 were pledged, $343 of which were paid im-
mediately, and the rest of it was to be paid by October.
Besides this, they also pledged $2,938 for the work
in the city of Chicago. They expect to purchage
property there immediately, and commence the erec-
tion of a mission building at the earliest opportunity.
Late in the evening We took leave of the brethren and
friends, feeling very grateful for the goodness of God
ag manifest in this meeting. We look back upon it
as a bright spot in our experience, and ag an evidence
of the willingness of God to bless in a great measure
when his people seek him in a consistent manner
with fervency of heart. The preaching was done by
Bra. Kilgore, Breed, Starr, Tait, and the writer, and
Sr. White. We felt very much encouraged in refer-
ence to the work in Illinois, and are very thankful
for the light that is shining upon this Conference.
Sr. White returns to Battle Creek. I go on my way
to attend the camp-meeting at Waseca, Minn.

O. A, OLsEN.

> .
-~""  THE MEETING AT BANGOR, MAINE,

We arrived at the camp-grouud Thursday after-
noon. There were about thirty tents pitched besides
the large ones, This Conference is small, its present
membership being 436. Some over 200 were present.
I regret that I cannot report as free a meeting in
Maine a8 at some other places we have visited this
year. The meeting was somewhat peculiar. God
gave great freedom in preaching the word. There
was quite a good attendance from without, and the
people listened with respect and attention, The dif-
ficulties in Maine are not from without but from
within. And not only in this State, but elsewhere,
there is more danger of the cause being ‘‘ wounded in
the house of its friends,” than by the hands of its en-
emies, as has been the case at other times. Although
its enemies seem to be doing all they can at the pres-
ent time through their writings, in the East, yet we
see no otber result than to coufirm our people in the
truth as drawn from the Bible and taught by the
‘ Testimonies,” and cause them to love each other
more. If this is the result of the opposition, we shall
be able to endure considerable of it yet.

We were sorry to see quite a spirit of pride appar-
ently coming into the hearts of many of our people
in Maine—a spirit of vanity and love of display such as
we do not often see ; and, as is always the result when
that gpirit comes in, cold formality, condemnation,
and spiritual death come algo, ard freedom, humility,
and the migsionary spirit bid adieu to the heart and
depart. Then we see a man or woman in whose bones
the ““ marrow ” hag all dried up, and from whose heart
the “well-spring” of life has sunken away ; and instead
of a man like a ‘“watered garden, and like a spring
of water, whose waters fail not,” we see a walking
skeleton, through whose bones the cold winds of self-
ishness constantly blow, and the biting frosts of envy

naw.

& We felt great anxiety for our meeting on the Sab-
bath, but God was better to us than our fears, and
came near indeed to us. Many hearts were touched.
Nearly two thirds of the congregation came forward
for prayers, and the meeting continued till near the
close of the Sabbath. We endeavored to carry the
work on farther on Monday, but quite a number of
the brethren and sisters had gone home, especially
the very ones whom we had hoped to benefit, and so
the work wag somewhat hindered.

Still the meeting continued to grow better till the
cloge. In allthe business meetings everything passed
off harmoniously. Bro. J. B. Goodrich was chosen
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president, and nearly all the old officers were re-
elected to their former positions.

We see no reason why the cause should not be pros-
perous in Maine. Crops are good all through New
England this year, and I do not see why our canvass-
ers and colporters should not be successful. But we
need a consecration to the work which we do not
have. God would have his people given up to him.
Thig is needed not only in this good State, but in
many others., The cauge in Maine has many good,
strong brethren and sisters, who love it, and it is
dearer to them than life. I believe the cause will pros-
per and grow here. E. W. FARNSWORTH.

3 { MAINE CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

TuE twenty-first annual session of the Maine Con-
ference of 8. D. Adventists was held at Bangor, Aug.
23-30, 1887.

FirsT MEETING, AT 4 P. M., Ava. 23.—President in
the chair. Prayer by Eld. R. 8. Webber. Ten dele-
gates presented credentials, who represented nine
churches, and the Conference appointed delegates to
fill vacancies in the churches and to represent scat-
tered companies of Sabbath-keepers. The report of
the last annual meeting was read and approved. All
ministering brethren from abroad and all other breth-
ren in good standing in their respective churches
were invited to take part in the deliberations of the
Conference. The Chair was authorized to appoint
the various committees, whereupon the following
were announced : On Nominations, S. J. Hersum,
I. C. Choate, and Abram Barnes; on Resolutions,
R. 8. Webber, Samuel Leighton, and P. B. Osborn ;
on Credentials and Licenses, T. 8. Emery, J. W.
Keniston, and Wm. J. Dunscomb; on Auditing,
G. L. Byron, Wm. Morton. I. L. Ricker, E. C, Tay-
lor, Henry Moody, and A. Easler.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

Seconp MEETING, AT 9 A. M., Ave. 24. —The Comn-
mittee on Nominations presented their report, which
was as follows : For President, J. B. Goodrich, Hart-
land ; Secretary, T. S. Emery, Cornville; Treasurer,
8. H. Linscott, 1 Johnson St., Bangor; Executive
Committee, J. B. Goodrich, T. 8. Emery, 8. F. Grant;
Camp-meeting Committee, E, C. Taylor, Geo. B.
Umberhind, J. W. Keniston. The names were con-
gidered separately. and the nominees were elected to
their respective offices. The Committee on Resolu-
tions presented their report, as follows :—

Whereas, We recognize the hand of God in leading us
out while seeking to obey his commandments and keep the
faith of Jesus; therefore —

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to co-operate with
those who stand in the forefront of this great work, in that
we will, 80 far as in Us lies, share with them in the burdens,
labors, and sacrifices of the work, and lift together in sus-
taining the cause of Christ.

Whereas, We see among our people a tendency to con-
form to the fashions of the world in matters of dress and
ornament;; thercfore—

Liesolved, That we express our great regret that any
should forget the teachings of the Seriptures on this sub-
ject, which are that our adorsing should not be that out-
ward adorning of the wearing of gold and costly array,
or putting on of apparel inconsistent with simplicity, plain-
ness and humbleness of mind, and that we consider it the
duty of our ministers and church elders to call the atten-
tion cf our people to these neglected seriptures and the
testimonies God has given us by the Spirit of prophecy in
our midst. .

Whereas, The gift of prophecy that is manifest among
us as a people is giving no uncertain sound in reference to
Ehe great perils we shall be called to pass througli; there-

ore— :

Resolved, That we carefully read and give hecd to the
teachings God has given us through this chanuel of light.

Whereas, This Conference has pledged itself to strictly
adhere to the tithing systewn; therefora —

Resolved, That we consider it a sin to vow and not pay;
that we cannot expect God will open the windows of heaven
and pour us.outb a blessing unless we comply with the teach-
ings of his word. Mal. 3:10.

Whereas, The canvassing work has become an eflicient
system for spreading the light of present truth; there-
fore—

Resolved, That all should be encouraged to take a part in
this important work, who can with the help of God engage
in it.

Whereas, Eld. J. B. Goodrich has been chosen President
of this Conference; thercfore—

Resolwed, That it is the voice of this Conference that he
should remain in this Conference, and devote his time and
service mostly to this State.

Whereas, In the establishment of our school at South
Lancaster we recognize the hand of God, and in its main-
tepance and operation thus far, his gracious providence;
andg —

Whereas, While recognizing its beneficent influence upon
the cause of education among us, and upon the progress of
the truth, we believe that it should be made a still more

" valuable auxiliary in the work of God; therefore—

Resolved, That we greatly increase our efforts by sending
to it a larger number of students from year to year, and by
prayer and supplication at the throne of grace to secure
more fully the benefits of the Academy to ourselves and
our children and the cause of God; and further—-

Lesolved, That we will do all in our power t0 increase its

efficiency and its facilities for instruction, by donations and
by loans of money without interest. ;

Whereas, As a people we feel our need of educational
growth and knowledge; and-—

Whereas, There exists a prejudice against us in the minds
of many people respecting our supposed attitude toward
education and culture; therefore—

Resolved, That we recommend our brethren and sisters (0
subscribe, and solicit the subscription of others,” for the
True Educator, published at South Lancaster, Mass.; and
further—

Resolved, That we recommend its use for missionary pur-
poses as an “ entering wedge'’ for the truth among the in-
telligent and educated classes.

This report was accepted, the resolutions being
considered separately. The first, second, and third
resolutions were examined and spoken to more or
less, and were unanimously adopted.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

THIRD MEETING, AT 5 P. M., Ava. 24.—The consid-

eration of the resolutions was resumed, and the re--

maining five were examined and spoken to, and espe-
cially interesting and important remarks were made
upon the seventh and eighth, by Prof. Ramsey, of
the South Lancagter Academy. Each resolution was
unanimously adopted.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

FourTH MEETING, AT § P. M., AUG, 28.—A brother
was chosen as delegate to represent the Canaan
c¢hurch. The committee on Credentials and Licenses
reported as follows: For credentials, J. B. Goodrich,
R. 8. Webber, S. J. Hersum ; for ordination and cre-
dentials, P. B. Osborn; for license, S. H. Linscott,
Henry C. Giles, A. Barnes, Geo. W. Howard; for
colporter’s license, P. Nickerson, A. K. Hersum,
Samue]l Leighton. The names were considered sep-
arately, and credentials and licenses were granted in
accordance with report. Secretary’s report showed
the number of church-members to be 436 ; Sabbath-
school scholars, 888 ; T. and M. members, 242.

TREASURER’S REPORT,

Balance in treasury Sept. 8, 1886, $ 6125
Received during year, 2, 640 61
"Total, $2,701 86
Paid out during year, $2,658 47
Cash in treasury, 43 39
Total, $2,701 86

S. H. Lixscorr, T'reas.
Adjourned sine die. J. B. Gooprics, Pres.

Timoray BrRyanT, Sec.
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INDIANA, DISTRICT NO. 7.

DEAR BRETHREN AND SisTERS : Qur camp-meet-
ing is fast approaching, and on that occasion
business will be transacted that will affect our T. and
M, societies in this district, This being the case, it is
necegsary that we prepare ourselves for that event.
In all probability the following societics will be
placed in other districts at that time: Noblesville,
Northfield, Thorntown, and Terhune, Owing to this
change, it will be necessary for cach society to pay
their indebtedness at once. Let each librarian, as-
sisted by the elder of his church, attend to this
matter without delay, so that when we come up to
this yearly gathering we shall be free from all en-
cumbrances. . P. G. SraNLryY, Director.

T0o CHURCHES IN DIST. NO. 6, OHIO,

DreAr BrRETUREN AND SistERs: I desire to hold
several general meetings with the Mendon, Van Wert,
Walnut Grove, Lima, Dunkirk, Mc¢c Donald, West Mans-
field, Bellefontaine, and Piqua churches the coming
year, in order to revive the missionary work, and that
we may gain strength in every way possible, so that we
may know we are advancing in the divine life. We
are admonished by the apostle Peter (2 Pet. 3:18)
to “ grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Chrigt.” If we do this, we must
labor more to advance the cause of God. I very
much desire that we may have the help of God in
these meetings. So let us all begin at once to seek
for his sweet Spirit to guide and help us individually
and collectively.

If there are any unpleasantfeclings among us, let the
work of reconciliation commenece immediately ; for
if we are united in this good work, God will come
and work with and for us. I hope the librarians will
balance their books, and correspond with our district
secretary, sister Mary Harvey, of 8t. Mary’s Ohio, and
see if they agree ; also look after all the books and,
pamphlets in each of your churches, and have them
in good shape. Please attend to this at onte; for I
am not able to say how soon I may call on you.

Begin to pray and work for a revival. Remember
the Bible says, ‘“DBlessed are they that do;” and,
“ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might.” Where shall we hold the first meeting, which
we desire to have soon? Write me at Lima, Ohio.

Sept. 6. : E. J. Van Honn.

NOTICE TO PENNSYLVANIA SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

As Sr. F. C. Oviatt, who hag faithfully served as
secretary of the Pennsylvania Sabbath-school Asso-
ciation for several years, is soon to move from the
limits of our association, it has become necessary to
appoint a secretary for the balance of this Conference
year. After consultation with all the members of
the executive committee, we have unanimously
decided to appoint Sr. Mary E. Simkin, of Wellsville,
N. Y, to act in this capaecity until our next camp-
meeting. Sr. Simkin will send the reports for this
quarter promptly to the secretaries of the different
schools; and if any school fails to receive a blank
report by the first Monday in October, let the sec-
retary write to her at once, and she will supply the
deficiency. A short circular letter will be sent to
each secretary this quarter, with the report blank,
which we ask you to consider carefully, We shall
all regret to have Sr. Oviatt leave the Sabbath-school
work in our association, but trust that all our schools
will unite in giving their support to the new secre-
tary in her work, and try to be prompt in reporting,
and free to consult with her in reference to Sabbath-
school matters. L. C. Cuapwick, Pres.

TO OUR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN NORTHERN
MINNESOTA.

Arrer some deliberation and consultation, the
Conference committee have decided to hold the
Northern Minnesota camp-meeting at Fergus Falls,
commencing Sept. 21. The reason why the meeting
is to be held at this place is because it.will be access-
ible to the brethren in North Dakota, and isa rail-
road center, and accessible from almost any point.
The churches at Crow Wing, Brainerd, Verndale,
Stowe Prairie, and Wadena can come over the south
branch of the N. P. R. R. The churches at Amor
and Gresham can come by team, and those east of
Fergus Falls can come over the M. & M. R. R.

Now, brethren and sisters, the L.ord has placed this
meeting in our midst, and within our reach ; and
shall we not make aneffort to attend ? Shall we let
this opportunity of secking God together pass by un-
heeded ? Some of our brethren thought our annual
camp-meeting was too far off for them to attend, as
the expense was 80 great ; but now we shall have a
camp meeting right at home, and can we offer any
reagonable excuse for staying away ?—Certainly not.
The meeting comes just after the busy season, and
the rush of harvest and most of the threshing will
be over by that time. .

Bro. 0. A. Olgen, from Norway, and other cfficient
help will be present. Come, hrethren, it is time to
awake out of sleep. The great day of God is fast
hastening on, and we need a preparation to stand.
Do not let any small matter detain you at home, but
come bringing the blessing and Spirit of the Master
with you, and may God help us all to prepare for his
coming and kingdom. C. M. CHAFFEE.

.

R. R. FARE T0O MISSOURI CAMP-MEETING, .

Tae following roads have granted the one and one
third fare certificate plan : Chicago and Alton ; Mis-
gouri Pacific system in Missouri; Hannibal and St.
Joseph ; Kansas City, St. Joseph, and Council Bluffs
in Missouri; and the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pa-
cific in Missouri. The Wabash and Western has not
been heard from, nor the St. Louis and San Francisco.
We think there is no doubt as to securing reduction
on the Wabash, but the ““Frisco” is almost certain
pot to grant it. Over the Kansas City, F't, Scott, and
Springfield, and Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield
there will be no reduction. The State law of Arkan-
sas will not permit a reduction of fare in that State;
but it would be well for parties coming over the St.
L. & 8. F. to arrange with the conductor while in
Arkansas, to give you time to purchase tickets, with
certificate, from Seligman, Mo., to Carthage, again
purchaging ol¢ Mo. Pac. to Nevada, with certificate
same as last year. The C. R. L. & P. will not honor
certificates dated prior to Sept. 17 starting, and re-
turning at Kansas City not later than Sept. 30.

Passengers in Northeastern Missouri can go via
Kansas City, but using Macen for starting-point it
will be $7.75 vie the Wabash to Moberly, taking the M.
K. & T. Div. of Mo. Pac. to Nevada. This is the
cost of both trips, going and returning, while via
Kansas City will cost $10.70. Arrange to arrive at
Moberly at 2:05 A, M., and get in camp at 1 P. M.
Passengers vie Kansas City will pay $8.00 from Kan-
sas City to Nevada. Arriving at Kansas City vie C.
R. I. &.P. at 9:15 A. M, you will go out on the Lexing-
ton & Southern Div. of Mo. Pac. at 6:10 ». M.; or the
night tra’n makes connection, but you arrive late at
night on the grounds.

In shipping tents and bgoks from all points in Mis-
souri to Nevada over the Mo. Pac. system, we can
get half tariff rates by notifying Oscar G. Murry,
Freight Traffic Manager, St. Louis, Mo., of the point
where they will be transferred to them, citing him to
his notice of Aug. 22 to your secretary, that he may
issue notice to their agent to protect the rate. This
should be done pot less than three days before ship-
ment reaches their line. :

. H. D. Crark, Mo. Conf. Sec.
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I0WA, NOTICE.

Tunts will be furnished on the ground for the
Winthrop, Ia., camp-meeting ; 12-14 ft. $2.00 ; smaller
size, $1 50. Feed and hay will be furnished on the
ground for teams, at very light expense if not free.

R. C. PORTER,

TO THE BRETHREN IN DIST. NO. 4, MAINE.

Dear BRETHREN AND S1sTERS : The time for our
pext T. and M. quarterly meeting is drawing near,
and I am anxious for all our brethren and sisters to
attend who possibly can. Let us begin to lay plans
for this at once, as there are matters of importance
to be presented at this meeitng. We want to see the
work go forward in this part of the Conference. I
hope something will be done at this meeting to en-
courage the brethren and sistérs to work in the cause
of truth. Let us seek God earnestly by prayer, and
let us humble our hearts before him while preparing
for this meeting. T would also say, Let all who are
indebted to the T. and M. society pay to their libra-
rians what they owe, that the librarians may be able
to settle with the district secretary. The appoint-
nient for the meeting will appear in the Rrvisw.
I have written thus early so that the brethren may
have time to arrange matters to attend this meeting.

Gro. W. Howarbp.

VIBRGINIA, NOTICE!

DeAr BRETIREN AND SisTiRs: The time for the
quarterly meetings to be held in each church is draw-
ing near. We desire that these meetings shall be of
gpecifll benefit to all. It will behoove each one to at-
tend them, in order to be benetited thereby. We ex-
pect to hold a week’s meeting with each church dur-
ing the month of October, as follows : Port Repubilic,
Oct. 8--9 ; Marksville, Oct. 10-16 ; Quicksburg, Oct.
17-28 ; Mt Williams, Oct. 24-30.

We hope all will remember these dates, and be pre-
pared to attend the meetings, as there will be some
very important matters to be brought before each
church, pertaining to the progress of the cause in this
State. The Lord willing, I expect to attend all these
meetings, and Bro. R. D. Hottel will be present to
labor in the interests of the T. and M. work. Bro.
Fultz, also, will attend in behalf of the canvassing
work, We expect to hold special meetings during
the day for the benefit of our brethren. The meetings
in the evening will be for the benefit of those who
have not as yet embraced the truth due this geners-
tion. May the Lord help us to sense the fuct that
the great day of trouble is just before us, and that
we have but little time to accomplish the great work

God has intrusted to us. The burden of my soul day
and nlght is, What can be done to arouse all to real-
ize this, and gird on the armor anew, and help, that
the Wwork here may receive a new impetus, and we
se¢ i erc long moving forward as never before.

“Brethren, T once more entreat you in love to pre-

*pare‘to attend these meetmgs, and pray that God may
come.near, and we receive the great blessing we all
80 miich need. M. G. HUFFMAN.

T

INDIANA CANVASSERS.

EVvERY one in the State who has been engaged in
selling our subscription books, and who is thinkmg
of canvassing for them, is requested to be at the
workérs’ meeting and remain to the close of the
camp-meeting. Much attention will be given to this
important branch of the work. Bro. Iuldrldge who
hag charge of the subscription book business for the
Review Office, promises to be with us during the
camp-meeting. We expect E. M. Morrison, of the
Pacific Press, with us during a part of the workers’
meeting. There is nothing “else connceted with our
~ work which promises  greater results for the future

than does the canvassing work, and we desire to see
all who possibly can do so engage in this good work.
The Lord loves to bless the canvassers.

Both young and old are succeeding splendidly in
the sale of our denominational literature. One mute
sister has been selling ‘“Sunshine at Home,” and do-
ing well. We feel very confident that it is God who
is moving upon the hearts of the people to buy from
our agents when they go out trusting in him. Were
this not the case, such encouragement would not be
given to the humble who lahor in this branch of the
cause. We have hundreds of brethren and sisters in
Indiana who should engage in the sale of our publi-
cations in the future. Youth are doing well selling
the “Marvel of Nations.” The aged, also, are meet-
ing with encouragement. One sister averages over
four orders a day, selling in the country, who is more
than thtee-score years and ten. We do not remem-
ber of a failure where the agent has been faithful in
his duty and worked in harmony with the system be-
ing adopted by our people, Be on time.

' W, Covert,

DAKOTA CANVASSERS. ATTENTION !

Wk expect our camp-meeting and workers’ meet-
ing will be held at Vilas, commencing Oct. 8, and

continuing for one week, at least. As the outlook
seems g0 favorable for selling our books this coming
fall and winter, we feel that everything possible
should be done at this meeting to advance the can-
vassing work. The Lord has blessed in a special
manner the few who have been engaged in this work
since our camp-meeting & year ago. One young man,
working thirty days, took 272 cash orders for Good
Iealtl, ; another took twenty orders in three and a
half days for *Thoughts on Daniel and the Revela-
tion,” and has had good success about all the time ;
others have done nearly, if not entirely, as well.
This work has been done by those who have conse-
crated themselves wholly to the work. It shows that
God stands ready to bless, and that books can be
sold in Dakota. Past experience has shown that God
will bless those who have a disposition to work.

Now, there are many in this Conference who ought
to give themselves to this work, but who are letting
some trifling hinderance keep them from doing so.
How can we expect, if we continue in this way, to
hear the “Well done” said unto us at last? Shall
we not, dear brethren, heed the good examples set by
some of our gister Conferences, and throw our whole
souls into this work, while the winds are being held,
and thus receive the approbation of Heaven now and
the reward at last ? Shall we not hear the words,
“Here am I, send me,” from many lips at this meet-
ing ? We expect to lay plans that will greatly benc-
fit the canvasser, and aid in the work. Come carly,
and learn what they are.

J. J. DEVEREAUX, Gen'l Agent.

TO THE BRETHREN AND SISTERS OF TENNESSEE.

Wi wish to say a few words concerning our com-
ing camp-meetling. The time till then will not be
long, and our anxiety is great that «ll our brethren
and sisters in the State shall be present to receive all
the help and good to be derived from this annual as-
sembly. We want this to be the very best camp-
meeting ever held in our State. Kfficient help is
expected from abroad. T.et every Sabbath-keeper in
the State begin now to get ready to come. Lel us
not permit small things to binder us from coming.
Many of our people hear but little preaching through-
outthe year, and «llshould avail themsclves of thisrare
privilege. Come, every one. Lay aside life’s toils and
cares, and give a few days wholly to the worship of
God. Come with your hearts full of love for God
aud his work. Let all bring their tithes ; for the
Conference stands greatly in need of funds with
which to settle with our ministers. here arc four
of these in the field, and the indebtedness will neces-
sarily be greater than ever before. We hope, too,
that all who have made pledges on tent fund will
come prepared to redeem their pledges. But let none
stay away becausc they cannot do so.

Tents will be on the ground to rent at reasonable
rates to all who desire them, and we hope all who are
able to rent will do so, as our camp will be small at-
best. Those who are not able to rent tents will be
provided with shelter. All who desire tents should
address at once Eld. J. M. Rees, Springfield, Tenn.,
and make their wants known. Efforts will be made
to secure reduced rates on all railroads running to
the place of meeting. The results of our efforts to
secure rajlroad favors and also the place of the meet-
ing will be made known as soon as possible.

Texnn., Conr. CoMm.

—

MICHIGAN WORKERS’ MEETING.

As the time appointed for the Michigan workers’
meeting is drawing near, 1 wish to say to all canvass-
ers now at work, as well as those in different parts
of the State who ought to be engaged either as Bible
readers or canvassers, that we expect to have the
best workers’ meeting this year that was cver held
auywhere. Such help will be present as to make it
especially interesting to all our people, whether en-
gaged in the Bible or canvassing work or not.

We heard a brother on the Springfield, I1l., camp-
ground say that if he could attend but one meeting,
—the workers’ meeting or the camp-meeting,—it
should be the workers’ meeting. He and his whole
family could not attend the camp-meeting. so he came
to the workers’ meeting and then returned home to
give his family the opportumty to be at camp-meet-
ing, and considered his choice a good one.

The workers’ meeting here in Grand Island, Neb.,
is now in progress, and the Lord is especially bless-
ing us, so that when the camp-meeting begins we
believe the workers will be in a condition to take
right hold and lift, spiritually, as well as be much
better qualified to continue the l.ord’s work after the
meeting closes. We had little idea of the great value
of such meetings until experience proved it beyond
a question. About seventy-five were present at the
very beginning of the meeting, which was appointed
two weeks before the date of the camp-meeting, and
the numbers are increasing every day.

In addition to two daily sessions, for instruction in
Bible work and canvassing work, an experience meet-
ing is held every morning, which is of the deepest in-
terest, and a discourse given each evening for the

benefit of the public as well as the workers. An-

other feature of importance is the drill in singing,
twice a day. Our new hymn book contains many
beautiful selections from the best authors, of both
words and music, begides original pieces that have
been prepared especially with a view to making the
truth prominent. All our people ought to become
acquainted with them; and two half-hour sessions
each day will be devoted to this exercise during the
Michigan workers’ meeting, so that all may have an

opportunity to learn better how to please God in [

singing, as well as to please themselves and others.
By personal attention we shall endeavor to make
this exercise not only interesting, but profitable
to all.

Next week, the Lord willing, we shall be at the
Colorado meeting, then back to Nebraska, and on to
Grand Rapids, where we hope to see every canvasser
in Michigan promptly in attendance the morning of
the 20th, and also hundreds of our people from all
parts of the State who arc not now directly engaged
in the missionary work. We expect the angels of
God will be there. Who can afford to stay away
when such companionship is promised ?

. K. BRLDEN.

— . 4 e

THE FAIRFIELD, I0WA, CAMP-MEETING.

Dounriuss the readers of the REview in South-
castern Iowa will have learned by the issue of Aug.
30 that a camp-meeting is appointed at Fairfield, Towa,
Oct. 5-11, 1887. We who live in this part of the
State should realize that this meeting is appointed for
us and our children and as many of our friends and
peighbors as we can induce to attend.

Many with whom I have conversed have expressed
a desire to have such a mecting ; and at the last quar-
terly meeting held in Dist. No. 4, a desire was man-
ifested to have a fall camp-meeting at the above-
named place.

The Conference has kindly granted this request;
and now let us begin «f onece to make arrangements to
be therc when the meeting commences, and stay till
the close.
hurry of farm work will be over. The place for the
meeting is accessible by rail or with teans.

Those coming on the cars should remember to take
a certificate from the agent at the depot where they
take the train, showing that they have paid full farc
to the place of the mceting. This will enable them
to secure reduced rates on return, if reduction of fare
ig granted. There will be a provision-stand on the
ground, and arrangements will be made for teams.
We shall also try to have a good assortment of our
publications on hand ; and we hope that all who cone
will be preparcd to supply themselves with reading
matter for the fall and. winter months just at hand.

Now, let us resolve to hear the first sermon. Our
local camp-meeting at Brigbton, last fall, was a good
one, but it mighthave been much improved and more
profitable to us, if all had been there at the beginning ;
but some came as late as Sabbath morning. Breth-
ren, let us remember the words of the Lord by the
prophet Jeremiah, recorded in Jer, 48 :10: *Cursed
be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully
[margin, negligently].

Remember the mecting begins Wednesday evening,
Oct. 5. Don’t forget to bring warm clothing and
plenty of bedding, ag the weather mnay be cool. We
hope all who think of canvassing for our books this
fall or winter will be present; for we shall expect
the State agent, W. R. Smith, to be there, and give
ingtruction in this branch of the work. Let all who
have family or church tents bring them, and others
who desire 1o rent tents for the meeting should write
me «t once, at Mt. Pleasant, Jowa, how large a tent
they want, or how many cxpect to come. These
camp-meetings are doubtless means ordained of the
Lord to advance his cause on the carth. Thousands
have been converted and reclaimed by them. Many
are mourning over the unconverted state of their
children, companions, and friends, who seem to forget
that God works by means. Let us not slight this of-
fered means of grace that God has placed within our
reach to bring about this good work which we so
much desire. Liet us awake to the opportunities at
hand to do good and to receive good.

QOur time is short ; let us improve it, so that we can
hear the ““Well done” said to us at last. As it will
be the time for the district quarterly meeting, it will
be held in connection with this camp-meeting. Let
all the members of the T, and M. societies in Dist.
No. 4, Iows, hand their réports to the church libra-
rians at the church quarterly meetings to be held in
their respective churches, Oct. 1, 2. The librarians
can then report to the district secretary in time for
the district meeting. C. A, WASHBURN.

Sept. 8.

—.——

“TRUE EDUCATOR” SUBSCRIBERS, PLEASE NOTICE.

Ir any of the subscribers of the 7rue Hducator do
not receive their paper regu arly, or if any have not
yet received a copy, please write to us at once,
stating the circumstances under which the subscrip-
tion was given. It will be remembered that the June,
July, and August numbers are regularly omitted
every year. Seventy-five cents pays for twelve issues,
however. PuBLISIIERS,

The time of year is favorable, as the |
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FOR WEEK ENDING SEPT. 9.
DOMESTIC.

—The Land Department has restored to public entry the
" indemnity lands of the Atlantic and Pacific Road.

—Two steamers which arrived in New York, Monday,
brought $2,195;000 in German and English gold coin,

—The losses by fire in the United States and Canada
1 during August were $8,317,500, against $13,000,000 for
i the same month last year.

—=Seven out of nine Missouri counties Wednesday voted
in favor of local option., There are now thirty pronounced
‘prohibition counties in that State.

—The steamer Wisconsin landed four hundred and
fifteen Mormon immigrants Thursday at New York, the en-
tive party leaving for Utah in the evening.

—The estimated number of acres restored to the public
domain during August is 21,823,600, exclusive of 1,513,000
acres within the limits of the Indian reservations.

—Rawson, Ohio, with 1,500 inhabitants, was the scene
of a great conflagration Tuesday. Half of the town was
" destroyed, and the loss is estimated at-$100,000.

—It is reported that the schooner WNiagara, while in
" tow, broke adrift in a severe storm off Whitefish Point, in
- Lake Buperior, and foundered with all hands, thirteen in
- number,

. —dJackson’s silk mill and the Grant Locomotive Works
at Paterson, N, J,, were destroyed by fire Wednesday morn-
ing. The loss is $150,000, and 600 persons are out of em-
ployment.

—The miners in the Schuylkill, Northumberland, Dau-
phin, and Columbia counties and the Lehigh reglon of
- Pennsylvania, numbering nearly 20,000 men, will strike
Saturday night.

—A threshing machine engine exploded, Tuesday morn-
_ing, on William Bumphus’ farm, at Garden Springs, Ill.
Bumphus was blown to pieces, and five other persons were
wounded, three of them fatally.

—Near Afton, Iowa, Wednesday, the Creston express

. train on the Kansas City, 8t. Joseph, and Council Bluffs

Road, ran into a local passenger train, and five persons were
instantly killed. Others were wounded.

—At New Hampton, Towa, two boys under ten years of
age, are under grrest, charged with attempting to wreck a
‘train, These examples of youthful depravity say their inten-
tion was to rob the dead and injured passengers.

—Thirteen business houses, thirty residences, the Nepa-
nce & Quebec Railway station, and the Mechanics' Tusti-
tute at Newburg, Ontario, were burned Wednesday. The
John Weils was burped in such a manner
that he cannot live.

~—Wind and rain storms of extraordinary violence swept
portions of New York and Massachusetts Wednesday, de-
stroying crops and trees, unroofing houses, and blowing
down barns, etc. A man at Worcester was dashed against
@ barrel and killed. Several persons were partially para-
yzed by lightning. Hail-stones of great size fell at Saratoga.

—Ten years ago the manufacture of cigarettes in the
United States was an “infant industry.” Now the annual
production in this country reaches into the thousand
millions. The number consumed last year is estimated at
a probable total of 1,200,000,000. Ali medical authorities
agree that cigarette smoking is by far the worst form of
this injurious practice.

FOREIGN

-——New York advices from Valparaiso reports several
shocks of earthquake, and that cholera is raging.

~—Gun-flints are still manufactured in England to a con-
siderable extent. These gun-flints are exported to Africa
and disposed of to the natives of the interior by barter.

—Europe’s annual expenditure for armies and fleets is
$3,867,500,000. . The national debts incurred by war
aggregate $24,118,057,655, on which $1,000,000,000 is
annually paid out for interest.

—The British government has received intelligence that
the King of 8amoa has been deposed by the Germans—a
step which practically amounts to a seizure of the island—
and that the English and French consuls have protested
against the action.

—Fire broke out in a theater at Exeter, England, Mon-
day night, during a performance. In the rush to escape,
scores were crushed to death, and many others were suffo-
cated. One hundred and thirty bodies have been recovered,
but it is feared the mortaiity list will run much higher.

—Dispatches from the City of Mexico announce a fight
of great bitterness between the Liberal and Clerical parties,
and announce the formation of an anti-clerical league.
The bishop of Pueblo has warned the Catholics to have
nothilng to do with the Protestants, and trouble is antici-
pated.

—TFrom Centraermerica, Sept. 7, comes the information
of an insurrection then in progress at Port La Union,. Sal-
vador, the garrison of the place being captured. The

Panama Star and Herald says: ‘‘The garrison was betrayed
by two of the officers. The fight between the revolutiohists
and the government troops is reported to have been very
severe. One thousand government' troops left the capital
to-day under General Amaya, but it will take them two days
to reach Port La Union.e A general commotion is feared in
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.” ’

RELIGIOUS.

—The Baptist church at Ocala, Fla., has expelled all its
members whose names have appeared on petitions for lig-
uor licenses.

—The thirty-second annual convention of the German
Roman Catholic Union began in Chicago Monday. A
suggestion was made that all Catholics withdraw from the
Knights of Labor,

—The Rev. John Allea, commonly known as * Camp-
meeting ” John Allen, died at a camp-meeting in Farming-
ton, Me., on Wednesday. The meeting was the 374th
which he had attended.

—The Jewish holidays begin this year with ¢ Rosh Ho-
shanah ?’ at sundown on S8unday night, Sept. 18. Wednes-
day, Sept. 28, is Atonement Day, and the first day of Taber-
nacle Festival comes on Monday, Oct. 3.

— At a meeting of Roman Catholic prelates Wednesday,
at Baltimore, the plans for the new university at Washing-
ton were adopted, and a building committee appointed.
Work will commence immediately. Eight million dollars
will be required, of which about $700,000 have been se-
cured. The collecting commistee includes all the archbish-
ops and bishops in the United States.

—-An event of importance in the Roman Catholic world
has just taken place in the appearance of a new translation
into French of the four Gospels, of which numerous edi-
tions have been published and are rapidly circulating.
Henri Lasserre, the translator, has given fifteen years to
this work, and it is claimed that he has been singularly
successful in producing a clear, simple translation.

—Prof. 0. F. Lumry, of Wheaton, Ill, formerly of
Wheaton College and a member of the Congregational
Church, has felt impelled to withdraw from all churches,
because he feels, as he says, that all churches, as now or-
ganized, ‘‘ are, according to the Bible, parts of the great
apostasy, and together constittite mystic Babylon, and that
their members are walking disorderly.” He says that un-
til he finds a simple New Testament church, his church will
be his own house.

é%ppuintmmtz.

“ And he said unto them, Gto ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.”’—Mark 16 : 15,

No providence preventing, I will attend the quarterly
meeting with the Dartmouth, Mass., church, Sabbath and
Sunday, Oct. 1, 2, where G, N. Collins may appoint. Will
meet with the church at East Canaan, Conn., the following
Sabbath and first-day, Oct. 8, 9, where H. L. Warner may
appoint. A. T. ROBINSON.

TuE quarterly meeting for Dist. No. 11, Iowa, will be
held at Storm Lake, the second Sabbath and first-day in
October. We would be glad to meet all our librarians at
this meeting, to assist in planning for the fall and winter
work., Be prompt in reporting, so that nothing will hin-
der in our meeting. G. F. WATsoN,* Director.

Tre guarterly meeting for Rawlins Co., Kan., will be
held at the Rotate church, Oct. 1, 2, 1887. We greatly
desire to see our scattered brethren and sisters present at
this meeting.

Will all the scattered brethren and sisters west of the
east line of Norton, Graham, and Trego counties, please
send their names and addresses to the director, J. P,
TFarnsworth. A. W. FARNSWORTH.

THE quarterly meeting for Dist. No. 8, Ind., will be

held Sept. 17, 18, Meetings will commence Friday even-
ing, Sept, 16, Brn. J. W. Covert and W. R. Williams will
be in attendance. I desire to have a T.and M. report from
every member of the district. As the State will be re-
districted at the coming Conference, all indebtedness should
be settled in full. I would be much pleased to see every
organization in the district represented at the meeting.
Come, and let us have a good waiting together.
I. 8. Lroyp, Director.

THE next quarterly meeting for Dist. No. 4, Iowa, will
be held at Fairfield, Jefferson Co., in connection with the
local camp-meeting to be held at that place, Oct, 5-11,
1886, We desire that ali the members belonging to the
T. and M., societies of this district, will fill out the blanks
furnished them, and hand them in to their church librari-
ans by Oct. 1, 2, so that the librarians can report promptly
to the district secretary in time for this meeting.

C. A. WASHBURN, JDirector.

Tie next session of the Indiana S8abbath-school Associa-
tion will be held at Indianapolis in comnection with the
next Conference session, which will be held Oct. 4-11, 1887.
We hope to find much time to devote to the Sabbath-school
work, and we trust there will be a good representation from
every Sabbath-school in the State. Superintendents and
secretaries, especially, are requested to be present. A new
board of officers will have to be clected, and we very much
desire that every Sabbath-school in the State be repre-
sented. J. P, TTENDERSON.

ublishers’ Bepartment,

‘¢ Not slothful in business. ”~Rom, 12: 11,

My address until further notice will be Troy, Doniphan Co., Kansas.
GEro. W, PAcr,

My address until further notice will bo 202 West Fair 8t., Atlanta
a. C. H. Burss.

Tur location of the Kansas City mission rooms is 1658 Jefferson St.,
Kansas City, Mo. D, T. SUIREMAN,

-t

Lost,—A blank book 114 in. long by 5% in, wide, and § in. thick,
bound with manilla covers, on which was stamped within a printed
margin, ¢ Students’ Exercise book,” At the top, above the maxgin,
was inscribed in ink the owner’s name—Chas. C. Ramgey. He thinks
he lost it at the New Bedford, Mass., camp-meeting. It contained
much valuable matter, the preparation of which required weeks of
arduous Iabor. The finder will please be so kind as to mail it at
once, to Chas. ¢, Ramsey, So. Lancaster, Mass., who will remit the
postage required in mailing it.

RECEIPTS.

4% Notice of expiration of subscription will be given by special
stamp on the margin of the paper, We should be pleaged to roceive
your renewal at once.

Norice.—The change of figures on the address labels will be in all
cases a gufticient receipt for money gent for the paper. 1f these
changes donot in due time appear, and if books ordered by mail are
not received, notice should be given. All other business is ackn.wl-
edeed below,

BRools Sent by Freight.—N S Pearson, 1, Dyo Chambers, J M
Huguley and W 8 Cruzan, Lee Gregory, B L Whitney, Homer E Gid-
dings, N B England, Hans C Hansen, P K Danielson, F W Field.

Books Sent b_z{{Eamress.—E T Palmer, W J Boynton, ¢ D Wolf,
D R Lemon, A H Hoover.

Cash Rec’d on Aceount,—New Eng Conf per Mrs John Lake
$2.25, Ind TandM Soc¢ 3.25, N ¥ Conf, per C E Fairman 2,50, Ind T and
M Soc 110., Ohio T and M Soc per L T D 41.03, Kan T'and M Soc 275.,
Kan T and M Soc 390., Vt T and M Soc 300,, Mich T and M Soc 213,21,

International T. & M, Soc.—A J Richmond $5,, Ind Tand M
Soe. 50., V& T and M Soe 50., Mich T and M Soc 65 ¢ts.

General Conferences~iaine Conf $181.60.
0, #. 1. D. Fund.—Wis T and M Soc §1.
8. D. 4. B, 8oc.—Wis T and M Soc $14.40,

European Mission.—Yellow Springs ¢h Ohio 44,40, Wis ' and
M Soc 5.76.

English Mission.—A sister in the truth $2,, Col T and M Soc
10., Vt T and M Soe 51.14,

Georgia Mission,—C F Curtis $60.

P ¢ «—O C Fredrickson $15., Nels Johaston
2.45, New Sweden ch Me 5.15, Wis T and M Soc 8.64.

Australian Mission.—Col T and M Soc $10., Wis T and M Soc 1.,
V¢ T and M Soc 6.
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MICHIGAN CENTRAL CANTILEVER BRIDGE., NraGARA FALTS,

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD. |

i GOING WEST.

GOING EAST.

e (s =1 STATIONS 3T 5
1 Day (N, Y, [AtUn/Nig't Pa'ic|Ev'g | Day 10hi’0{pga4

Ma'll";Expys Exp.| Exp.| Bxp| -~ Exp, Exn-;Exv- Exp, eil
. 10.|p. Im.{p, |2, .|a. m.AY. Dep.|p. m.|p. m.|la. m.[p, m.la.jm.
P 001685 0.5 600 7.80 | " Detroit, | 015 ['8.001 0.10|"1.507"7.00
T8 8501 048] 435| 608 | Aun Arbor, |1038 | 912 1025 | 232 | £16
33| 4501 8401 315) 450 Jackson, ' 1208|1052 (1135 | 882 | 9335
Y00l 30| 751| 58] 543) Murshall, | 1081747 12:50] 422 ] 1058
112! 2.27( 7.851 1.30| 3.20 | Battle Creek, | 1.85 112,12 1.12{ 440 11.03
1217] T50| 658112:53] 235 | Kalamazoo, | 2.85 | 120| 150| 615 | 1152
1038 /1215 | 5.49{11.18{12.55 Niles, r | 418 8.08( 8,22} 627 .40
97811111 4.55(10.18|11.27 | Mich. City, | 540 | 4.32] 4.35| 7.32 .58
650! 6.00} 8.10) R.15} 9.10 Chivago. 8051 7.00{ 640(9.80 15
&a. m. p. m.ip. m./Dep, Ar.’a. m.fa. m ‘p. m.lp. m.ip, m.

Q. N.ip. m.

Gr. Rap & Kal. Ex. lvs KaPm’zoo 6,45 a. ., Bat. Oreek 7.3], Marshall
1.57, Jackson 815. Ann Arbor 10.30, ar. Detroit 1150 a. m. Ratul‘nin%,
leaves Detroit 4.00 p._m., Ann Avrbor 5.80, Jackson 7.10, Marshall 8.20,
Battls Creek 852, ar. Kalamazoo ¢ .45. )

All brains run by Ninetieth Meridian, or Central Standard Time,

Day Express, Grand Rapids and Detroit Isxpresg, and Grand Rapids
and Kalamazoo Express daily except Sunday. Pacfic, ‘Even‘ms,‘aud
Chicago Expresses west, and Atlantie, New York, and nght Exprésses

© daily,
O e b. 187 0. W. RUGGLES,

Gen. Pass., 4gt., Chicago,

CHICAGO & GRAND TRUNK R. R.

Time Table, in effect May 15, 1887,

GOING WEST, GOING EAST.
Chigo Day | Pachio| B,Crk STATIONS. - N
Pass, Mallr, Exp. | Bxp. | Bass, by | amtd | Akt | o |BAIDR
m | pm | pm !Dep. Arr, m
715 8.0614.10 ... Port Huroen ... 20| 116! 7
.81 9.34] 65.40; . . g e 6
.10110.15{ 6.20! . 75611121
3510.58] 720 Ty s
30111.53| 8.26] . KAt
00112 25| 9.081. 4490 9.87) 8
! 1100 & Ewarere ek § P 845 8355
. 05 120 pm |D Al 8
. 451 2 2 f—e | L Vicksburg ...... 241 8.4 1
. 55112, o] oo re Schooloraft 281,
B 4503, Cassopolis 195|796
9.00 280 4.07 South Ben 1.05) 6.60)12
10150 am | 8.43) ... | am|. Haskell's....... [f147] ...
1030 7,85 4.05 5.52/ 6.05!, Valparaiso...... 11 85| 5730
12.40]19,69| 6.25| 8.10) 8.48!....... Chicago.... ... 05] 8.26
pmjam | pm | am | am |Ary. Dep. | am { pm i pm | pm | pm

iBStops only on signal. Whexe no time is given, train does not stop.

T'eains run by Central Standard Tine. .

Valparaiso Accommodation, Battle Creek Passenger, Chicago Passent

gey, Pt. Huron Passenger, and Mail irains, daily excepl Sunday.
Pucific, Limited, Day, and Atlantic Expresses, daily.
Sunday Pasgenger, Sunday only.
GRO. B, RELVE, W. J. SPICER,

Trafie Maneger. Generul Momuaer,
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);;@A note from Bro. Haskell informs us that Eld.
5. H. Lane will attend the Missouri camp-meeting.
He sails from Glasgow, on the steamship An-
choria Sept. 16, Accompanying Bro, Lane will be
his wife, Bro. Coggeshall and wife, sister M. A. Davis,
Bro. Hilliard, and others. About the same time it is
expected that Eld. B. L. Whitney will sail from Havre
on the French line for New York, accompanied by
his eldest daughter, the family of Eld. D. T. Bour-
deau, who is already in this country, and by Eld. A.
C. Bourdeau, if his health will permit. Eld. Whitney
returns to America for his health.

WHO WILL ATTEND THE NEXT GENERAL
CONFERENCE ! 5’%

Asg it is now expected that the next session of the
General Cornference will be held in Oakland, Cal., be-
fore the middle of next November, tbere are several
reasons why it becomes important to ascertain as far
ag practicable how many expect to go from this side
of the mountains. Efforts will be made to obtain ex-
cursion rates as low as possible. The larger the num-
ber to go, the better the rate the railroads usually give.
‘We hope to secure fair rates, and all goon one train.
Again, ag our people in California have exiended a
generous invitation to come to their meeting, they
naturally desire t0 know something of the number

coming, 8o ag to make suitable preparation. We ask,
therefore, that all who expect to attend, who do not
go as delegates, will correspond at once with A. R.
Henry, at Battle Creek, Mich. Very likely there may
be many of our people who lsave thought of visiting
California, sooner or later, who will choose to avail
themselves of this opportunity. To accommodate
such the time during which the excursion tickets
will be good, will be six months, with stop-over priv-
ilege in returning. Let all interested notify Bro.
Henry at once. G. 1. B.

NOTICE FOR IOWA.

I wouLp like to see every one who intends to can-
vass at once or soon, at one or another of our late
camp-meetings. We shall try to make arrangements,
and start from the camp-meeting, if you will come pre-
pared, Bring what you need while on the camp-
ground, and you will have enough to get along with
when at work. Let none fail to come who can do so,
and enter the canvassing field as soon as possible. I
shall be at all the meetings.

Sept. 4. W. R. Smrrn, State Ag't.

—_— e -

NOTES FROM SOUTH LANCASTER AOADEMY-%V

THE sixth academic year of the South Lancaster
Academy opened promptly at nine o’clock, Thursday,
Sept. 1, as per announcement. All, both feachers
and students, are courageous and busy in the dis-
charge of their varied and arduous duties. A greater
number of classes have been formed than ever before
in the history of the school, owing to the regular
promotions of students in their various courses of
study from year to year, and the higher and more
varied demands of applicants for admission. Unlike
some 8chools we can name, when we publish courses
of study in our annual catalogue, we do so expecting
to carry out just the program arranged, and this we
have done ever since the first announcement of a
curriculum. When all the studies (which are not
more numerous than those of any first-class academy)
which are mentioned in our catalogue, are represented
in our daily exercises, then will our number of classes
have reached the maximum.

The present school year will afford many advan-
tages not heretofore enjoyed by our students. As-
suming that our people sufficiently appreciate the
importance of educational preparation for usefulness,
and the immediate improvement of time as to attend-
ance at our Schools, and knowing their entire con-
fidence in the advantages offered at thc Academy,
we bhave taken no pains to create a great furor of
excitement, or to arouse a mere ephemeral interest
by extensive advertising. We have taken pleasure
in distributing very widely copies of our annual cat-
alogue and 77ue Hducalor, which are filled with ih-
formation concerning the school, among our people
in the Kastern States, and in visiting the eastern
camp-meetings in the interests of general education
and to meet those who should attend the Academy.
But we prefer to rest ihe matter of our school’'s work
and worth upon cur students and graduates who, as
they circulate among our people, sufficiently demon-
strate, in most cases, the high character of the influ-
ences and instruction at this institution. Therefore
we have not deemed it necessary to particularize
many of its advantages, or to scek to present them
in a new light continually.

A good school is a growth, because the educational
senftment in the mass of the people who are bebind it
is a growth. No school rests upon a permanent
basis, or enters on a prosperous career, that must be
sustained by impulses of interest and bursts of en-
thusiasm. When education is prized for its own
sake, for it subjective cffects in rendering the indi-
vidual himself more capable of glorifying God, more
refined, cultivated, and disciplined, as well as for its
objective effect for practical use in defending and
propagating a good cause,—Wwhen it is appreciated
for such high considerations, then, and not till then,
will an educational institution reach its highest de-
gree of usefulness and blessing to those who patron-
ize it.

. The last school year was one of great benefit to all
in attendance, if we may believe the ample testimony
to this effect received, and trust our own observation.
Those who were absent sustained great loss. But, in
the providence of God, the loss is not irreparable,
as we expect the coming year to be of still greater
profit to all our students. It is expecied that an ex-
tended course of instruction will be given through
the year in the Academy chapel, which none can well
afford to lose.” Besides the regular instruction in the
various branches of education, there will be a most
valuable course of lessons in canvassing, colport-
ing, and methods of missionary work, extending
through the year, given by one who has had a very
successful practical experience in the work. Instruc-
tion in Sabbath-school work, and, in fact, iz all phases
of our work as a people, will receive careful atten-
tion. There will also be praciical drills in elocution,
English " composition, _spelling, and penmanship,

which will be of great benefit to those who join these
clagses. For these and many more reasons, we regret
that any who desire to attend our school are absent.
Our enrollment last year was one hundred and sev-
enty, but we want to raise it to two hundred and fifty
worthy students before the close of the present school
year. It is nearly as expengive for us to instruct and
govern one hundred and fifty as two hundred and
fifty. In addition to those already in attendance, we
want one hundred more within three months. Shall
we be digsappointed ?

We know of many in our ranks in the Kast
that are longing to attend the Academy. To
such we say, Break the bands which bind you
and which will ever hinder your onward progress,
and secure the advantages of culture and training.
We are thoroughly sick of this ‘‘penny-wise and
pound-foolish policy ” in matters pertaining to men-
tal and moral preparation for life’s responsibilities,
and the sustenance and nourishment of the mind and
soul. Do not listen to that man who would repress
your God-given hungerings and thirstings after higher
culture and wider knowledge, to use for His glory,
Turn a deaf ear to that friend (?) who would intimate
that there is no need of further culture, or that there
may be a short road to mental power and acquisition.
He ig, it may be unconsciously, a deceiver. Do not
trust your mind’s supply of food, and its future devel-
opment, to his counsel. There are no ‘‘short cuts”

-to the glorious hights of intelligent and purposeful
service in any good cause. Prolonged and earnest
study begun in a good school is essential to these
great attainments. The foundation laid in the class-
rooms and workshops of a good school will prove the
safest one upon which to rear the superstructure of
future usefulness. We sadly need, in our cause, not
only those who will compose the rank and file of
workers, but we want additional qualified, competent,
and thoroughly intelligent [leaders. Come to our
schools and qualify yourself for every emergency of
duty.

We speak not to youth alone. We are addressing.
our mature brethren and sisters as well. We want
fifty students between the ages of eighteen and fifty
within two months. Some of the most successful
students in our schools have been persons between
forty and sixty years of age. We arc speaking to
brethren who may not be able, for various reasons,
to come themselves. Look around you and select
some worthy youth or older person, and send him or
her in your place. Pay his bills at school, and wait
for him to refund the money as soon ag he can.- We
know & brother who is doing this, and he is reaping .
God’s richest blessings for his efforts.

C. C. Ramsgy.
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§ Q;Suppose only two or three persons in a distant county
desire tnstruction, should the Stale agent set them to work
without visiting them, or spend the time and means neces-
sary lo personally assist in their preparations for work?

1. If the State agent already has companies of in-
expericnced canvassers at work near each other (as
they should be), it would be best to have the two or
three persons in a distant county come over to that
part of the State in which other companies areat work,
as they can better be looked after and are less likely
to give up than if far from other workers. We be-
lieve that even where the companies have good lead-
ers, the work can be more successfully conducted by
bringing the companies together and working one
pari of the State at a time.

2. If this is objected to, then endeavor by corre-
spondence to induce other persons in counties adja-
cent to join the two or three persons who desire in-
struction, but who insist upon working near home.
1f a class can thus be brought together, give them in.
gtruction ; but rather than afterward leave them alone
for months, it would be far better to import an ener-
getic, trusty leader, who would remain witl} them,
provided that no such person could he found in that
part of the State.

3. If you cannot get others to join them, and your
time is fully occupied in training those already can-
vassing, then set the others to work by corregpond-
ence rather than scatter your energies.

How much time ought 1o be spent in training @ class
of from five to ten inewperienced canvassers, bofore actually
setting them to work ? ’

From three to six days, according to the intelli-
gence and sptness of the individuals, and on one
book generally, as mentioned last week.

Would you advise, then, thal the State agent or an ¢ffi-
cient leader lake eacl member of the class out into ihe field
and work with him or hey partof a day, or longer, before |
concluding the class drill ?

Yes, unless this is done after they are organized
\ into companies.
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