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“THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT.”

BY MRS, L. D. A. STUTTLR.
(Bancroft, Mich.)

“THE night is far spent.” The black mantle of dark-
ness
That shrouded the mountain-tops, silent and grim,
Is fast being rent by the fingers of morning,
_Which scatter and banish the shadows so dim.
Earth welcomes in gladness the bright king of day,
As with dazzling splendor he rides on his way.

¢¢The night is far spent.” O ye slumbering watchmen,
Arouse, for the day of deliverance is nigh.
- What ! can ye not see, from the watch-towers of Zion
The light of his glory illumine the gky ?
And can ye not read the bright omens of cheer
That tell the lone pilgrim that morning is near ?

The dark night of sin that so long has enshrouded
The desolate earth in her mantle of woe,

Soon, soon shall be ended, while earth, in her gladness,
The glorious ¢ morning of Zion’’ shall know.

O | shout hallelujah, in anthems so grand;

For ¢<the night is far spent, and the day is at hand.”

Soon the King shall descend, in the might of Jehovah,
‘With angelic retinue dazzling and bright. ‘
Ah! who shall abide in the day of his coming ?
And who ghall be clad in a vesture of white ?
Ah! who in that day shall be able to stand ?
For ¢ the night is far spent, and the day is at hand.”

Ouy Gontyibutors,

“Then they that feared the Y.ord spake often one to another; and
the Lord bearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his name,”-—~Mal, 8 : 16.

MEETINGS AT SOUTH LANCASTER, MASS.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

Spro1AL meetings began at South Lancaster on
Friday, Jan. 11.  We were glad to find the
church well filled with those who had come to
receive benefit from the meetings. There were
many persons present whom we had never met
before, and their presence testified to the power
of God to convert souls, and to turn men’s. feet
~ into the path of his commandments. Delegates
were present from Maine, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, and other States. We realized that
there was a work to be doneé in setting things in
order, which man’s best efforts could not accom-
plish without the aid of God. Our hearts were
drawn out in earnest supplication to God that he
would work in our behalf. We had a message
of present truth for the people; and if they
would place themsclves in the channel of light,
they would be prepared to do a work for others
similar to the work that should be done for them.

On Sabbath afternoon I had freedom in pre-

senting to the people the necessity of obeying
the law of God. . It is not enough to say that
we believe. We must have that genuine faith
which works by love, and purifies the soul. God
has given us a perfect standard of righteousness
in his law.  ¢“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.” This comprehends
the whole duty of man to his God and to his
neighbor. We owe to God our life, and all that
makes life desirable, and when we refuse to render
obedience to him, we rob and defraud our own
souls. No man can choose his own way without
deep ingratitude to God; in so doing he renders
to God enmity for love.

We felt burdened for those who had been bear-
ing the message of truth to others, lest they
should close their hearts to some of the precious
rays of heaven’s light that God has sent them.
Jesus rejoiced when his followers received his
messages of truth. At one time he raised his
eyes to heaven, and said, ¢TI thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes.” The pre-
ctous Saviour, who brought life and immortality
to light, rejoiced that the plan of salvation could
be understood by those who were humble in
spirit, although the proud and self-sufficient
could not comprehend its mystery. The worldly-
wise cannot see the beauty of that truth which
Christ constantly opens to the understanding of
those who have a willing, childlike desire to be
loyal to God. To the humble the truth is the
power of God unto salvation.

On Sabbath afternoon, many hearts were
touched, and many souls were fed on the bread
that cometh down from heaven. After the dis-
course we enjoyed a precious social meeting.
The Lord came very near, and convicted souls
of their great need of his grace and love. We
felt the necessity of presenting Christ as a Sav-
iour who was not afar off, but nigh at hand.
When the Spirit of God begins to work upon
the hearts of men, the fruit is seen in confession
of sin, and restitution for wrongs. All through
the meetings, as the people sought to draw
nearer to God, they brought forth works meet
for repentance by confessing one to another
where they had wronged each other by word or
act. Wild, clamorous cries and exercises are no
evidence that the Spirit of God is at work. The
Lord manifested himself to Elijah mn the still
small voice. Bays Christ, ¢ Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock; if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.” It is the
sinner himself who has barred the door. Will
he take down the barriers? Will he unbolt the
door? The locks are all on his side of the door,
not on the Saviour’s side.

There were many, even among the ministers,
who saw the truth as it is in Jesus in a light in
which they had never before viewed it. They
saw the Saviour as a sin-pardoning Saviour, and
the truth as the sanctifier of the soul. ¢ If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-

give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.” If we would be partakers with
Christ of his glory, we must also be willing to
share with him in his humiliation. ¢¢Though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” This must be the
experience of every true child of God.  ¢¢ Foras-
much then as Christ hath suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same
mind ; for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath
ceased from sin.”

We should not murmur if we are called upon
to share the suffering part of religion. There
are many who do not feel averse to suffering,
but they do not exercise simple, living faith.
They say they do not know what it means to
take Gog at his word. They have a religion of
outward forms and observances. It is painfuls
to see the unbelief that exists in the hearts of
many of God’s professed followers. We have
the most precious truths ever committed to
mortals, and the faith of those who have re-
ceived these truths should correspond to their
greatness and value. There are many who seem
to feel that they have a great work to do them-

| selves before they can come to Christ for his

salvation. They seem to think that Jesus will
come in at the very last of their struggle, and
give them help by putting the finishing touch
to their life-work. It seems difficult for them
to understand that Christ is a complete Saviour,
and able to save to the uttermost all that come
unto God by him. They lose sight of the fact
that Christ himself is *‘the way, the truth, and
the life.” When we individ};aﬂy rest upon
Christ, with full assurance of faith, trusting
alone to the efficacy of his blood to cleanse from
all sin, we shall ﬁave peace in believing that
what God has promised ke is able to perform.
As Christ represented the Father, so we are to
represent Christ to the world. We cannot
transfer our obligation to others. God desires
to make known to you what is the richness of
his glory, that you may preach the mystery of
salvation to those around you,—Christ in you
the hope of glory.

As our brethren and sisters opened their
hearts to the light, they obtained a better
knowledge of what constitutes faith. The Lord
was very precious; he was ready to strengthen
his people. The meetings continued a week be-
yond their first appointment. The school was
dismissed, and all made earnest work of seeking
the Lord. Eld. Jones came from Boston, and
labored most earnestly for the people, .speaking
twice and sometimes three times a’day. The
flock of God were fed with soul-nourishing food.
The very message the Lord has sent to the peo-
ple of this time was presented in the discourses.
Meetings were in progress from early morning
till night, and the results were highly satisfac-
tory.

In the early morning meetings I tried to pre-
sent the paternal love and care of God for his
children. The knowledge of God’sloveis the most
effectual knowledge to obtain, that the character
may be ennobled, refined, and elevated. Jesus
is to be our pattern. The Lord has lessons of
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the greatest importance for us to learn. Ile
leads us as children to take views of his goodness,
mercy, and love, from the simple, lowly life of
our dear Redeemer. Christ ever directed the
minds of his disciples to God as to a loving
Father. He educated his followers to look upon
God with confidence and love. When we are
overawed with the greatness and justice of God,
we are poingad to Jesus, to his spotless character
and his infinite love. There we see the Father
revealed in the Son, for God is love.

Both students and teachers have shared largely
in the blessing of God. The deep movings of
the Spirit of God have been felt upon almost
every heart. The general testimony was borne hy
those who attended the meeting that they had ob-
tained an experience beyond anything they had
known before. They testified their joy that
Christ had forgiven their sins. Their hearts

‘were filled with thanksgiving and praise to God.

They loved

Swéet peace was In their souls.

‘every one, and felt that they could rest in the
- love of God.

" -+ I have never seen a revival work go forward

with such thoroughness, and yet remain so free
from all undue excitement. There was no urg-
ing or inviting. The people were not called for-
ward, but there was a solemn realization that
Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners,
to repentance. The honest in heart were read

- to confess their sins, and to bring forth fruit to

God by repentance and restoration, as far as it
lay in their power. = We seemed to breathe in
the very atmosphere of heaven. Angels were
indeed hovering around. Friday evening the
social service began at five, and it was not closed
until nine. No time was lost; for every omne
had a living testimony to bear. The meeting
would have continued hours longer, if it had
been allowed to run its full course; but it was
thought best to close it at that time. I was not
able to'sleep that night until nearly day. The
Lord 'had visited his people. And there was joy
in heaven among the angels over the repentant
sinners that had come™ back to the Father.
‘What' a beautiful sight it was to the universe
to see that as fallen men and women beheld
Churist, they were changéd, taking the impression
of his image upon their souls.

There were many who testified that as the
searching truths had been presented, they had
been convicted in the light of the law as trans-
gressors. They had been trusting in their own
righteousness. Now they saw it as filthy rags,
in comparison with the righteousness of Christ,
which is alone acceptable to God. While they
had not been open transgressors, they saw them-
selves depraved and degraded in heart. They
had substituted other gods in the place of their
Heavenly Father. They had struggled to re-
frain from sin, but had trusted in their own
strength.  We should go to Jesus just as we are,
confess our sins, and cast our helpless souls upon
our compassionate Redeemer. This subdues the
pride of the heart, and is a crucifixion of self.
In the parable, the father saw the returning
prodigal son. He saw his repentance and con-
trition of soul, and he had compassion on him,
and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him.
The son spoke his penitence, saying, ¢¢Father, I
have sinned against Heaven, and in thy sight,
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But
the father said to lis servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet: and bring hither
the fatted calf, and kill'it ; and let us eat, and
be merry ; for this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” The prodigal
made a full confession of his sin. He made no
excuse for his wrong-doing, and he was forgiven,

and re-established in his father’s house.

We thank the Lord, we rejoice, that it is not
too late for wanderers to return, with humble
confession, and receive a welcome in the Father’s
house,—to be clothed with the righteousness of
Christ. I thank God for this with a full heart
every day. We should be the most ungrateful
of his creatures, were we indifferent when he

. . | .
works for the children of men in such a marvelous | days when we take them to mean so many years;

way. We should be like the heath in the desert,
if we did not praise God when good cometh. I
know that there has been rejoicing in heaven be-
cause of the good work done in South Lancaster;

.and if the angels rejoice, why should not we who

have also witnessed the return of wanderers from
darkness into the marvelous light of God’s love?

To know God is the most wonderful knowledge
that men can have. There is much wisdom with
worldly men ; but with all their wisdom, they
behold not the beauty and majesty, the justice
and wisdom, the goodness and holiness, of the
Creator of all worlds. The Lord walks among
men by his providences ; but his stately steppings
are not heard, his presence is not discerned, his
band is not recognized. The work of Christ’s
disciples is to shine as lights, making manifest
to the world the character of God. They are to

catch the increasing rays of light from the word

of God, and reflect them to mén enshrouded in

the darkness of misapprehénsion of God. The
servants of Christ must rightly represent the
character of God and Christ to men. Says the
apostle, ‘“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ;
that ye should show forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his marvel-

ous light.”

PRINCIPLES BY WHICH:TO INTERPRET
i+ PROPHECY.-NO. 11.

- BY ELD. D. T. BOURDEAU,
(Batile Creek, Mich.)

VIII. We should discern and recognize God's
plans of unity and uniformity wn prophecy,
and should interpret the prophecees accordingly.

This principle opens to us a vast field for prof-
itable investigation. It could besubstantiated by
more than a score of prophecies; but our pro-
posed- limits will compel us to content ourselves
with verifying it by the use of some of the proph-
ecies containing prophetic times. “Let us begin
with the prophecy of the seventh chapter of
Daniel. B :

This prophecy embraces the symbols of a lion,
a bear, a leopard with four heads and four wings,
a dreadful and terrible beast with iron teeth,
brass nails, ten horns, and a little horn, in which
are eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth
speaking great things. This horn was to appear
in the dreadful and terrible beast after the pluck-
ing up of three of its ten horns, was to have a
prosperous career in wearing out the saints of the
Most High, ete., and was to have the saints in
its hands ¢¢ for a time, times and the dividing of
time [or Aalf @ time, French translation].” Verse
25. By this expressionis primarily meant three
and a half years, or 1260 days. See Dan. 4:
25, 32; Rev. 12:6, 14. The word ¢ time?”
among the Hebrews meant one year of twelve
months of thirty days each. See Gen. 7:11;
8:3-5.

These four beasts are symbolic, and denote the
four great empires of Babylon, Media and Per-
sia, Grecia, and Rome; the ten horns on the
fourth beast denote the ten original divisions of
the Roman empire, and the little horn is em-
blematical of the papacy. '

Now we say, in harmony with the principle of
God’s plan of unity and uniformity in chains of
prophetic symbols, that the time, times and half
a time, or 1260 days, are symbo]iical,.aﬁd ‘dencte
1260 years. (For a key to open to the meaning
and value of symbolic time, see Eze. 4:6.) " To
say that these days are literal, would be to make
a break in the general plan of this prophecy, and
weaken the prophecy. More than this, it would
be to represent that the power denoted by the
little horn, was to persecute the saints only dur-
ing three and a half years. That would not be
much to endure at the hands of that power. - We
know that for over twelve centuries the power
specified did oppress and wear out the saints.
But at the close of this period, the power sym-
bolized was to have its dominlon (the temporal
power) taken away. This is true of the 1260

but there is no fitness at all, if we say that the
1260 days are literal.

The same principle applies to the 2300 ~days
of Dan. 8:14. They are connected with a chain
of prophetic symbols, and are therefore symbol-
ical. "So of the 1260 days and the time, fimes,
and half a time of Revelation 12. See verses 6,
14. The same is true of the forty-two months of
Rev. 18:5; of the five months and one year, and
the one month, ome day and one hour, of Revela-
tion 9. (See verses 5, 10, 15.) So are the time
times, and a half, the 1260 days, and the 1335
days, of Daniel 12 symbolical.

As it has been shown that the time, times, and
a half are symbolical, we are shut up to the con-
clusion that the two periods that follow them,
and that are connected with them in one and the
same subject, must necessarily be symbolical.
Grod would not start out with a symbolic period,
and immediately connect with it two literal
periods, without giving us the least clue whereby
we may know that they are literal.  More proofs
will be given on this and on the other prophetic
periods when we make the prophetic periods of
the Bible a special study.

On the other hand, we say that the 120 years
that marked the close of the antediluvian age
(Gen. 6:38); the 400 years of the sojourn of
Abraham’s seed in a strange land (Gen. 15:
12-14); the forty years of the wanderings of the
children of Israel in the wilderness (Num. 14:
34); the seventy years of Babylonish captivity
(Jer. 29:10; 25:10), are literal, because they
are neither connected with chams of prophecy,
nor with symbolic times, giving the rule of their
interpretation.

They are found either in purely literal proph-
ecies, or in prophecies in which emblems are
used and explained, as in the case of the 400
years of the sojourn of Abraham’s seed in a
strange land, and in that of Israel’s sojourn m
the wilderness. In these cases, the prophetic
periods are given in the explanations of the sym-
bols or emblems introduced ; and to say that the

eriods used are not literal, would be to repre
sent that God failed to explain the symbols he
mntroduced and pretended to explain, and taught
Abraham in covered or poorly chosen language
that his seed should remain in a strange land,
including the land of Egypt, 144,000 years; and
then, after deceiving Abraham and his descend-
ants, taught the Israelites that they should re-
main in the wilderness 14,400 years! No; the
fulfillment of God’s word proves that each of the
prophetic’ periods that we, in the light of the
unity and uniformity of God’s plan, claim are
literal, are unmistakably literal. :

In the light of the principle which we have
laid down, and that is amply sustained by Holy
Writ, we also claim that the thousand years of
Revelation 20 are literal.

1. They are neither connected with a chain of
prophetic symbols, nor with symbolic times.

2. They are not contained in a prophecy that
can be properly called symbolical. True, in
Revelation 20 a few symbols are referred to;
but these do not form a connected, original chain,
but are borrowed from other prophecies, and their
sense. 18 made plain before we come to Revela-
tion 20. Thus, in Revelation 20, the clear, the
literal, prevails, and gives the law.

8. To say they are symbolical. would be’ to
represent.(1.) That 360,000 years will elapse
from the time the wicked of the last generation
are destroyed, till all the wicked dead of every
age are résurrected, and receive their final retiihu-
tion. (2.) That the saints will have to wait dur-

- ing that wonderfully long series of years for the

earth fo be restored, that they may receive it as
their final home. (8.) That 1t will take Christ
and all the saints 860,000 years fo judge the
world (read also 1 Cor. 6:2; ‘Matt. 19:28);
whereas it will take only a few years for the
saints to be judged. The judgment of the saints
beging when ¢¢the end of all things is at hand ”
(1 Peter 4:6, 7, 17; Rev. 14:6, 7, 14, etc.),
and must close before Chyist comes; for Christ
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comes to reward his people, whose judgments

necessarily come before their reward,

4. The thousand years are intimately connected
with the final reward of the righteous and the
final retribution of the wicked. In family as
well as in civil government, whatever pertains to
rewards and punishments 1s expressed in plain
language. When, therefore, God speaks of such
important matters, we shall expect that, so far
as the nature and time of reward and punish-
ment are concerned, he will not fail to usc plain,
ordinary language that all can readily under-
stand.

5. Therc is not”in all the Bible a passage in
which a prophetic period of years is not to be

taken in its literal sensc, unless it be the passage |

under consideration. I we say that the thou-
sand years mentioned i this passage are sym-
bolical, we have neither precedent nor reason in
the Bible to justify us in so doing. We prefer
not to do this; therefore our only alternative is
to say that the prophetic period of Revelation
20 is precisely what inspiration says it is 5 namely,
¢“g thousand years.”

ETERNAL LIFE THE:HOPE OF THE
ANCIENTS,

BY ELD R. F. COTTRELL.
(Ridgeway, N. Y.)

Some have supposcd that the Jewish people
had not the hope of cternal life clearly before
them,—that their instructions and hope were
“confined to the present life, and to an inherit-
ance in the land of Canaan; and that they had
no definite hope of the resurrection of the dead,
and cternal life in a world to come. The text
which says that Christ hath brought life and im-
mortality fo light through the (vospe] is thought
to favor the view that beforc Christ came, there
was no such hope.

But ¢“the beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ” which Mark announces, was only a new
development in the unfolding of the gospel of
salvation,—the good necws th at the Christ long
promised had appeared in the person of Jesus.
It was not the beginning of the proclamation of
salvation to our ruimed race. The gospel was
preached to Abraham, and to the Israclites led
by Moges. Gal. 3: 83 Heb. 4: 2.

It is evident from many passages that the
ancicnts lookeds for the resurrcction of the dead
and the life elernal.  Bpeaking of the Scriptures
of the Old Testament, before a word of the New
was wribten, Jesus said to the Jews, ¢“In them
ye think ye have eternal lifc.” John 5:39. They
certainly knew that they had the hope of eter-
nal life from the instructions of the Scriptures.
The Pharisees held that there would be ¢¢a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.”
Acts 24: 15. The ancient martyrs suflercd per-
secution unto death, rather than renounce their
faith, “tha,t they might obtain a better resur-
rectlon Heb.11: 85, These died in faith,
not receiving the promise. They were strangers
and pilgrims on the carth; but they ¢‘looked
for a city that hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.” Ieb, 11: 10. This city
was evidently the New dJerusalem which is to
come down from hecaven. TRev. 21: 2, 10.

The ancients were not so ignorant of God’s
plans and purposcs as some of our moderps try
to make them.  Thoy had the same hope before
them that we bave. We have increasing light
from the progressive dcve]opmcnt of the p]rm of
sulvation.  The ancient promises of a Saviour
have been fulbilled by the first advent of Jesus
Christ ; his ministry, death, and resurrection.
This work of intercession is going forward to ifs
close, and soon his second advent will bring life
and immortality to those who look for him.
Hecb. 9:28. The predicted signs in heaven
and on carth show that the timeis near. ¢ Who

may abide the day of his coming?”

U

—Religion is not a dogma, nor an emotion,
but a scrvice.

WHEN HE COMES AGAIN.

BY TORIA A. BUCK.
(East Bandolph, N. X.)

Nor with taunts and bitter scorning
From the mocking, jeering crowd ;
Not with hate and foul suspicion
From the haughty and the proud;
Not with spies to dog his footsteps
Not with pomps and follles vain,
Will the waiting King be greeted,
“ ‘When he comes to earth again.

&

Not with burning tears of sorrow
With the lowly and the poor;

Not with days and nights of sadness,
Weary, wandering on the moor;

Not with shameful death to haunt him ;
Not with weariness and pain,

Wili the King of heaven be greeted
When he comes to earth again.

But he meets a joyous welcome
From the legions of his own.
In his hand a golden scepter,
On his brow a shining crown.
No more weary hours await him,
No more days of scorn and pain ;
But as King of all the nations
Will he come to earth again.

Then the skies will shine with gplendor,
And the blighted earth will bloom ;
Shining rays of deathless glory,
Yield to all their rich perfume.
All the times of old are over,
And the new begin their reign,
When, as King of all the nations,
He shall come to earth again.

TOLERATION.

BY ELD E. R. JONES.
(Healdsburg, Cul.)

Tmw ¢¢People’s History of America,” in
speaking of the effect of the laws of the colony
of Massachusetts, in which the chief end of the
civil law was to serve and sustain the church,
after stating that all dissenters and unbelievers
were disfranchised, further states on page 244 :—

Though dissenters from the colonial church were thus
deprived of political privileges, it does not appear that
they were subject to any other inconvenience, except
where their tcnets were considered as blasphemous, or
when they endeavored by the propagation of them to
detach others from the Established Church, or by the
practical realization of them to disturb the public peace.
The exclusion from political privileges to which they
were subject seems not at firgt to bhave given them any
annoyance ; but to have been felt to be the necessary
consequence of that intertexture of church and com-
monwealth in which the main end of political institutions
was the preservation of the church egtate, and the chief
value of political privileges considered to arise from their
subservience to this end.

That is to say, If any persons under such a
government did not believe or teach or practice
any other faith than that established by law, they
were tolerated ; that is, they were graciously per-
mitted by the forbearance of a pious and law-abid-
ing people to stay in that country, and nothing
more. But should they complam of the law or
of the doctrines, they were immediately consid-
ercd offenders, and dealt with accordingly.

The same history, p. 245, says of Roger
Williams, that he held and taught that ¢‘the mag-
istrate had no right to restrain or direct the con-
sciences of men ; and that anything short of un-
limited toleration of all religions was detestable
persecution.”  For such seditious sentiments he
was driven out of the colony.

In a National Reform convention held in New
York in 1873, Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. D.,
in a speech on the much-coveted ¢ State and re-
ligion,” said of the atheist, deist, the Jew and
the seventh-day observer: ¢These all are, for
the occasion, and so far as our amendment is con-
cerned, one class. They use the same arguments
and the same tactics against us. They must be
counted together.” What he says of any one of
them thereforc applies equally to all.  He signifi-
cantly asks, ¢¢ What are the rights of the atheist?
I would" tolerate him as I'would tolerate a poor
lanatic. . . I would tolerate him as I would a con-
spirator.” The lunatic would not be sent to an
asylum if he was very quiet, and said nothing,—
““docs not rave.” The conspirator would be

clogely watched, and for the first act or word
that suspicion could maguify or distort into an
evil design, he would be severely punished. It
is natural and easy for those who hold any re-
ligious faith or sentiment supported an(g en-
forced by civil law, to think any other faith
both blasphemous and dangerous, and the _prac-
tice of it rebellion, and the teaching conspiracy.
In the language of our zealogs Na’monal Re-
formers, we might ask, What ‘3te the rights of
such persons? Would they be tolerated? The
answer 1s not doubtful. They would not be
tolerated ; they would be imprisoned or exiled.

Let those who clamor for a national religion
say what they will ; let them disguisc 1t as they
may; the history of many n%’mons with strong
hand tears off the mask, and reveals the un-
sightly fact that religious legislation invariably
results in intolerance and persecution.

PROMOTION.

BY ELD. E. E. MARVIN.
(Springfield, Tenn.)

“Lirr not up your horn on high: speak néet
with a stiff nesk. For promotion cometh neither
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the
south. But God is the judge: he putteth down
one, and setteth up another.” Ps. 75:5-7.

‘Would that the evil of inordinate desnc for pro-
motion were confined exclusively to the world ; but
alag! the church of God has been, 4s now, and
probably ever will bey troubled by this haughty
tyrant, till ¢ cometh the end, . . . when he
[God] shall have put down all [1ebe]hous and un-
lawful] rule, and all authority and power.”

Heaven’s bright glory, the very home of
Jdehovah, was not sufficient to awe into submis-
sion the haughty monster, ambition; but right
in the very presence of the shining throne dld
lust for exaltation lift its brazen hewd and the
voice of Lmcifer was heard saying, “I will ex-
alt my throne above the stars of Ged; . I
will be like the Most High.”

All through the Bible may be found examples
of men in the church seeking promotion, and re-
belling against Heaven’s appointed shepherds.
For instance, Korah, Dathan, and Abiran, in
their pride, rose up against Moses, and drew
sympathy from the people, #nd said to Moses,
““Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the con-
grewatlon are holy, ewery one of them, and the
Lord 18 among them: whercfore then lift ye up
yourselves above the congregation of the Lord # 7
Moses said to them, ¢¢Scemetl it but a small
thing unto you, that the God of Isracl hath sepa-
rated you from the congregration of Tsrael, to
bring you near to himself to do the service of the
tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the
congregation to mlmster mnto them? Andhe hath
brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the
sons of Levi with thee : and seck ye the priesthood
also?”” Moses reveals the true causc of this up-
rising—they sought promotion cven to the high
priesthood. See Numbers 16. God vindicated
the faithfulness of his servants, and miserably de-
stroyed the grumblers, for the earth opened her
mouth and swallowed them u God is no re-
specter of persons; and let ’Lhe prosent genera-
tion take heed to this awful example.

Paul sadly says, ¢“Demas has forsaken me,
and gives as a reason, ‘‘having loved this pres-
ent world.” Perhaps Demas was afflicted with
a desire for promotion; and as he found it not
in the church, he turned to the world. Doubt-
less many have followed the example of Demas,
in hope that their aspirations would be reahzed
from some other source. The olive tree is a
divinely appointed symbol of the church. ~“Jer.
11:16. A parable is used in Judg. 9:7-15, in
which trees are made to persomfy people, and
among these thie olive tree (representing the
church) 1s first appealed to, to rule over the rest.
¢ But the olive-tree said to them, Should I leave
my fatness wherewith by me they honor God and
man, and go to be promoted over the trees?”
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Let all branches of the ¢“good olive” tree re-
spond.in like manner.

When a minister or any one allows a spirit of
jealousy to remain in his heart, and constantly
Aatters himself that he could do so much better
@din others in managing this and that, he soon
begins to say to his brethren: ¢ Well, Bro.
is § good man, and I cannot help but like him,
bul he is not fitted to fill the position he holds;
and everybody begins to see it, too.” Then he
is ¢“too easy ” or ‘‘he is too sewere.” <¢‘Heis
too pleasant,” or he ¢‘is getting too cross,” or
‘“he cannot preach as well as some others in the
Conference.” ¢ Things are gefting in a bad
shape under his management; I do n’t know what
in the world the outcome will be; but then, I
don’t want to say anything that would be dis-
couraging to our Peolole or detrimental to Bro.

, and I don’t intend to, but 1 do hope a
change will come about in the Lord’s own good
time,” efec., ete.

¢t Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor
from the west,” but from God; and if 1t is nec-
essary that one should be put down and another
set up, God will see to that. Brethren, in ¢‘what-
soever state ye are, learn therewith to be con-
tent.” Take a low seat, and peradventure the
Master of the house will invite you up higher.
Jesus is our Lord, and all we are brethren; and
may brotherly love continue till it has purged
our ranks of all unlawful aspirations to promo-
tion. We are already co-laborers with God,
and have the power to become the sons of God.
Soon we may @/l be promoted to glory, honor,
and immortality,—sit in glory with Jesus on his
throne, or bow reverently at his sacred feet, or
stand joyfully singing the rapturous melodies of
redemption’s sweet song, and praising God and
the Lamb for their redeeming power. Promoted
to be kings and priests, and to inherit all things ;
to be equal to the angels; to be the children of
God, being the children of the resurrection,—will
not that be promotion enough? But ¢ before
honor is humility.” Prov. 18:12,

GOD’S-GREAT CARE FOR HIS-PEOPLE.

BY E. HILLIARD.
(Duluth, Minn.)

WEr take an interest in what we make or that
in which we invest our means, in proportion to the
value of the thing®*made or invested in. Just so
with God and Christ. They have an interest in
and care for the works of their creation accord-
ing to the work bestowed in creating, and the in-
trinsic value of the thing created ; consequently,
man being the highest order of God’s earthly
creation, who at the beginning was given abso-
lute dominion, must be the highest object of his
earthly care.

Both God the Father and Christ the Son
have a deep interest in the ultimate happiness
and prosperity of man, as they both had a part
to act in man’s creation. ¢ And God said [to
Christ], Let s make man in our image, after our
likeness.” Gen. 1:26. God was the great de-
signer of all his creation, and Christ was the agent
to execute the design. John1:1-3; Heb. 1:1,
2. Not only have the Father and Son an in-
terest in man by creation, but also by redemp-
tion. ¢““For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” John 8:16. God so loved man
that he freely gave his Son, and his Son so loved
man that he freely consented to be given. If
Christ both created and died for man, he will
certainly protect and provide for him.

Both the Father and the Son love us, and
have promised to manifest themselves to all thas
love them. ¢¢He that loveth me shall be loved
of my Father, and I will love him, and will mans-
fest myself to him.” Our Heavenly Father
sometimes manifests himself to us by way of
affliction, and sometimes by blessings of pros-
perity. But very few of the proud hearts of
men are able to stand prosperity, and God in

kindness sends tribulation to humble us, and to
cause us to lose our love for the things of this
wicked world. When the Kand of affliction is
placed upon us, we often think that God has for-
saken us.
nearest us. While God has g
his word to care for his people, he often allows
them to come into close Placoes, to_test their
loyalty to him.
trustful man has failed to exercise that faith so
necessary to bring the much-needed help ! «

To inspire hope and confidence in us, God has
told us that ¢<¢he giveth to the beast his food,
and to the young ravens which cry.” He has
told us that he clothes the grass of the field
more beautifully than kings, and feedeth the
birds, that neither sow nor reap; and that he
will much more clothe us. <O ye of little
faith,” he says. Let us notice a few instances
of his care for his people. When Israel were
bondmen in Egypt, the Lord worked no less than
ten miracles for their deliverance. Iis judg-
ments fell upon the Egyptians; their rivers were
turned to blood, they were visited with frogs,
lice, flies, murrain, boils, hail, locusts, terrible
darkness, and their first-born were slain. While
the land of Egypt was being devastated, and the
Egyptians were suffering by these plagues, God
miraculously preserved his poor, despised, down-
trodden people. Notice how the Lord speaks
to Pharaoh through Moses about protecting his
people.  ¢“And I will sever in that day the land
of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no
swarms of flies shall be there.” << And the Lord
shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the
cattle of Egypt, and there shall nothing die of
all that is the children’s of Israel.” Ex. 9:4.
«Only in the land of Goshen, where the chil-
dren of Israel were, was there no hail.” Verse
26. < But against any of the children of Israel
shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or
beast.” Ex. 11:7. While the wrath of an of-
fended God was visited upon those who had de-
spised his commandments, his mercy and love
were extended toward the poor Hebrews, who had
made him their choice, and who in their distress
had called to him for deliverance from their gall-
ing yoke of bondage.

Again; when the prophet Elijah’s prayer, that
the heavens withhold rain for three years and a
half, was answered, there was a terrible dearth
in the land. Yet God cared for his faithful
prophet. Every morning and evening the croak-
g ravens were seen flying to the prophet with
food. How judiciously the Lor(i[) manages In
caring for those whom he loves and who love
him! He did not supply the prophet with two
or three days’ rations, but gave it to him fresh
twice a day. The manna was given fresh every
morning to Israel. How in accordance was this
with the principle taught in the Lord’s prayer,
““Give us this day our dwily bread.” Many of
us, to-day, like ancient Israel, are ready to com-
plain and distrust God as soon as our supply be-
gins to decline a little. Often our anficipated
wants are greater than our real wants.

Elijah slaked his thirst at the brook near by
him until it failed, and then the Lord told him
to arise, and go to Zarephath, for there he had
commanded a widow woman to sustain him. 1
Kings 17:9. The prophet obeyed; and as he
came nigh to the gate of the city, he met the
woman gathering sticks, in order to cook the
last particle of meal in the house, for her and
her only son, that they might eat it and die.
Verse 12. When she made the ecircumstances
known to Elijah, did his faith fail? IHow many
of us would feel almost insulted if the Lord
should send us, famished and hungry, to a poor
widow woman who possessed nothing but an
empty meal barrel! Not so with the prophet;
hear his strong language of faith, ¢“And Klijah
sald unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou
hast said: but make me thereof a little cake
first, and bring unto me, and after make for thee
and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord God
of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day

But not so. It jg then, that he is.
5 ﬁ%‘xse’dﬁau through -

But alas, how often poor, dis- |

-

that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.”
Was the Lord as good as his word? Did he
care for them ¢ ¢¢And the barrel of meal wasted
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according
to the word of the Lord, which he s!‘;pa.ke by
Elijah.” " "Verse 16. SE T

Once more; when Paul was taken prisoner,
and appealed unto Cesar, they took him aboard
a ship, and set sail for Italy. After they had
reached a place called ¢‘The Fair Havens,” Paul
advised them to winter there, for it was so late
in the season that sailing was dangerous. But
the centurion who had charge of the prisoners
believed the master and the owner of the shi
rather than Paul; so when everything appeareg
favorable, they set sail. ¢<‘But not long after,
there arose against it a tempestuous Win§ called
Euroclydon.” The storm increased, and they
tried in various ways to complete their journey.
They undergirded the ship, and cast out her
cargo, but all in vain. Finally they gave up all
hope of being saved. They had disregarded
Paul’s advice, and he had held his peace during
the voyage. ¢‘But after long abstinence, Paul
stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs,
ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have
loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm
and loss.” Aects 27:21.

Their extremity was God’s opportunity. God
did not forget his faithful servant in bonds, but
so overruled matters as to place all on board that
ship under obligations to Paul. He told them
to be of good cheer, for there should be no loss
of life. ““For there stood by me this night the
angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Cmsar: and, lo, God hath given thee all
them that sail with thee.” How manifestly the
care that God takes for man is here set forth!
An angel was sent from heaven to inform the
apostle that his work was not yet done, and that
he would be spared to finish 1t. Ie then adds
to the message of mercy, ‘“And lo, God hath
given thee all them that sail with thee.” God
even cared for those who held his faithful servant
in charge as a criminal. The soldiers’ counsel
was to kill Paul, but God wrought upon the cen-
turion’s heart, and he, willing to save Paul, kept
them from their purpose. Those who could
swim, at his command, cast themselves into the
sea first, and the rest, some on boards, and some
on broken pieces of the ship, all escaped safe to
land. ‘

How such instances as God’s care for Israel,
Elijah, and Paul, his servants, ought to inspire
faith and confidence in those who read and be-
lieve his word! But alas! how very few of us,
when brought face to face with want, look up
with perfect confidence to God, believing that
he will protect and provide for us! O, let us
not fear to trust him, no matter how dark the
clouds that gather around us, or how fierce the
tempest that beats upon us! ¢‘Humble your
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time: casting olf
your care upon him; for he careth for you.”

—When we are most filled with heavenly love,
and only then, are we best fitted to bear with
human infirmity, to live above it, and forget its
burdens.

—1t is the obedience of the heart that pleases
God. Outward form means but little to him.
We may obey in the letter, and still lose many
blessings promised to true obedience. Love only
obeys truly.

~Only the man who gives, hoping for noth-
ing again, —who gives freely, without calculation,
out of the fullness of his heart,——can find his
love returned to him. . . . We see it every day;
and every day, perhaps, we may be disappointed
at finding some favors which we thought were well
laid out, bringing back no recompense. They
were bestowed with the hope of something again.

. —F. D. qu"z'ce.
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““That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our
daughters may be a8 corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a
palace.”—Ps, 144: 12, '

ONE OF THE LOWLY ONES.

BY MARY E. INMAN,
(Iwart, Mich.)

San lived within a very quiet sphere.
The circle of her life was closely bound
By many homely duties, which she wrought
With patience. But as day by day went round,
Her heart sighed for some greater work to do.
She thought her life a failure ; she saw not
‘What others saw—how cheered she many hearts,
By noble meekness in her lowly lot.

She saw that some went forth into the world,
And toiled with all the heart and soul for Him
‘Who gave his life for all. And ag she looked
On her own life, her eyes with tears grew dim.
But in one¢ blessed hour she sang a song
So full of pure devotion, faith, and love,
That one who heard it stayed, and, listening, wept,
And turned his footsteps toward the heaven above.

Yet she thought life a failure, and herself
A servant of no worth to Him who said,
«My will is that ye bear much fruit;” and wept,
And asked for work for Him to whom she prayed.
And there are many souls who in their work
Can see no goodness, it appears so small;
But there is One whose eye is ever on
His faithful children, and he knows it all.

Take courage, then, O worker, and press on.
Do with thy might what cometh next thy hand.
God may not give a great work unto thee,
But much is lacking if thou idle stand.
He needeth thee within the lowly sphere
‘Where be hath placed thee; and to thee he’ll say,
<Thou hast been faithful in the least ; and thou
Shalt share my kingdom in eternal day.”

WHAT IS IT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE?

It matters not where or when, but on a cer-
tain day I met two people so unlike each other
that I propose to deseribe them, and then con-
sider the question, What made the difference?

One was a man who appeared to be in pain.
He looked as if he had never smiled in his life.
Presently he gave vent to his feelings after this
fashion :—

“How cold the people of this place are.
Two years I have resided here, and no one
comes to see me or holds out a friendly hand.
The church folks are as stiff as those outside.
I went to a social meeting once, and stood up in
the corner all the evening, feeling like a fool,
and not a soul came near to speak to me except
the pastor and his wife. Catch me going
again.”

This last sentence was uttered sharply, and was
intended, no doubt, to be conclusive.

The other person I happened to come in con-
tact with that memorable day was a lady whose
face was full of sunshine.

«T must tell you,” she said, <“how delighted
I am with this place. The people are so kind
and friendly. Although I have been here only
six months, I have a host of acquaintances, and
they seem to be sincere in their friendship. I
have never found a more sociable place.”

Now what made the difference? Was it not
chiefly in the individuals themselves? It was
not in their surroundings; for they lived in the
same place, and attended the same church, and
that, too, at the same period of time. Let us
look at them again.

One was cold and crotchety, and allowed him-
self to be vexed because everybody did not, in
the matter of soclability, meet him three-quar-
ters of the way. Had he ever thought over the
inspired words, ‘A man that hath friends must
show himself friendly”? Very unreasonably he
cxpected every one to come to him, and failed
to see that he had any social duty to perform
himself.

" I sald to him, ¢‘Just opposite where you live
is a new neighbor. He has lately moved hither
from a distant city; have you called o give him
the welcome hand, and make him feel at home ?”

He hung his head in shame, and said, ¢‘No.”

‘“Around the corner is boarding a stranger
who has come hither for medical treatment. I
have just been to see him. He says he came from
the city of S——, where you formerly resided,
and sent you word he was coming, and wonders
why you have not called to see him.” A flushed
face, but no reply.

This croaker, like many others, could easily
see the smallest mote in his brother’s eye, but
did not like to consider the beam in his own
eye. 1If he happens to read this article, and
sees in it his likeness, he will be sorely vexed.
Would he not better craw! out of his corner as
gracefully as possible, borrow a little sunshine,
and go forth to make others happy, instead of
waiting for everybody to dance attendance on
him ?

How much more attractive the other character.
She was like her Master, social. How could
she be a cynic? She was constrained by the
love of Christ. Her warm heart was ready to
respond to every kind look and word.

Such a person is sure to meet with a host
of friends, as Jacob did at Mabhanaim. He
never for a moment imagines any one would
slight him. Neither, on the other hand, does
he expect that all the neighbors will rush up to
grasp his hand and ask after his health.

Sometimes I have thought the difference in
these people 1s in their stomachs. Oneis a dys-
peptic. Certainly his mind is bilious, if his
body is sound. The other is healthy, spiritually
and mentally, it not physically. W hat shall the
poor dyspeptic do? Let him go to Jesus, the
great Physician. No one else can cure him. A
little of the special grace of God obtained at the
cross will do wonders for such a person. It will

our into his heart that charity which ¢‘never
faileth,” which ‘¢thinketh no evil,” which ¢‘guf-
fereth long and is kind.”

It will help him to see the bright sunshine in
daily life, and cease to chase shadows. It will
make him less selfish, and bid him seek and find
true happiness in cheering those more destitute
and lonely than himself. He will then cease his
whining and fretting about the lack of sociabil-
ity, and go forth to show Christians and the
world what a humble, friendly soul can do for
the honor of God and the good of poor hu-
manity.—Dr. Stryker.

UNRECOGNIZED FRIENDS.

How many people there are who do not know
their friends. The prodigal son supposed that
he had found friends in a far-off country; but
when his money was spent, and the famine came,
no one gave to him. He who was ever well
known as a gay and spritely gallant, when a
penniless feeder of swine, found that he had not
a friend in all that country. The only friend
that he had was an old father, whose heart he
had well-nigh broken with his waywardness,
but whose arms were still open to receive him,
and make him welcome when he returned.

It often requires the testing power of sorrow
and trouble to show a man who his friends are.
Many a boy supposes that he finds his friends
in the haunts of the dissolute, and amid the rev-
elry of the riotous ; but when sorrow and disap-
pointment and adversity and troubles come to
him, such friends vanish like a dream. Many a
boy thinks that he has a number of better friends
than his mother; but when they forsake him,
and he is sad and sick and desolate, he comes
back to his mother’s arms; and finds at last who
his friends are. Those who flatter us, and smile
on us, and indulge us, and approve us in all our
waywardness, may seem like friends to-day;
while those who admonish us and reprove and
caution us may seem to be our enemies because
they tell us the truth; but the after years and
the later experiences of life bring strange revela-
tions, and work pew convictions in our hearts;
they unseal our eyes, and make us to know
things which we have never learned in the day
of our prosperity; and then we thank. God for
the faithful friends, for those who have borne

with us, and taught us, and guided us, and ad-

monished us, and for those who told us truths

which were unwelcome; and who finally, after

all our butterfly friends have departed, stand,
by us when we need their friendship, and help™”
us when we need their help.—Zhe Common

People. '

HELPS TO PATIENCE.

A womaN whose life had been long, and cheq-
uered with many reverses, said lately: ¢ Noth-
ing has given me more courage to face every day’s
duties and troubles than a few words spoken to
me when I was a child, by my old father. He
was the village doctor. 1 came into his office
where he was compounding medicine one day,
looking cross and ready to ery.

¢“What is the matter, Mary?”

“Pm tired. I've been making beds and
washing dishes all day, and every day; and what
good does it do? To-morrow the beds will be to
make and the dishes to wash over again.”

“Look, my child,” he said; ‘“do you see
these little things, of no value in themselves;
but in one I put a deadly poison, in another a
sweet perfume, in a third a healing medicine.
Nobody cares for the vials; it is that which
they carry that kills or cures. Your daily tasks,
the dishes washed or the floor swept, are homely
things, and count for nothing in themselves; but
it is the anger, or the sweet patience, or zeal, or
high thoughts that you put into them that shall
last. These make your life.”

No strain is harder upon the young than to be
forced to do work which they feel is beneath
their faculties, yet no discipline is more helpful.
¢“The wise builder,” says Bolton, ¢¢watches not
the bricks which his journeyman lays, but the
manner in which he lays them.”

The man who is half-hearted and lagging as a
private soldier, will be half-hearted and lagging
as a commander. Even in this world, he who
uses his talents rightly as a servant is often
given the control of many cities. ¢ They also
serve,” said John Milton, ¢¢who only stand and
wait.”

We should remember, above all, that the
greatest of all men spent thirty years of His
earthly life, waiting the appointed time to fulfill
his mission.— Youth’'s Companion.

DO NOT COAX.

MANY a man has been made a drunkard by be-
ing coaxed to drink. Many a man has been
made a dyspeptic by being coaxed to eat. He
sits down to the table with a sufficient appetite ;
he eats all he needs, and all that is for his good,
and perhaps more. Then some good woman,
anxious to commend her cookery, begins to urge
him to eat,—to try this and that and the other
thing, to take another piece, and have his plate
filled again, to have another cup of tea, to have
his cup filled up with coffee, to try some of this,
mince ple,—and the man who might have with-
stood the demands of his own appetite, yields to
the gentle and kindly meant persuasion, and after-
ward, when uneasy, and stupid, and uncomfor-
table from excess of food, groans aloud, and
wishes he ¢“had not eaten that last piece of pie.”

Good women, forbear. Ten men die of over-
eating where one starves to death. Most sick
people are gluttons, and it would be a greater
kindness to many men to caution them against
overeating, than to coax them to try everything
on the table, and eat beyond their actual neces-
sities. Trouble first came into this world by a
woman’s coaxing a man to ewf, and it has been
kept up largely in the same way ever since.  Let
good women use wisdom and judgment with their
hospitality, and not lay stumbling-blocks in the
way of ¢“weak brethren.”—Sufeguard.

—As charity requires forgetfulness of evil
deeds, so patience requires forgetfulness of evil

accidents.— Bishop Hall.
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* Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.”—Isa, 82 : 20.

CONDUCTED BY J. O, CORLISS AND M. L. HUNTLEY,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST ?

How few stop to think what this or that lux-
ury, which they enjoy, costs. And fewer still
are they who are willing, when any luxury 1s taken
from them, to give what it has represented, to the
cause of God. The most general way is, when
that which was held dear is lost, to seek in some-
thing of a similar nature the same satisfaction
enjoyed in that which was taken away.

But this is not the right way. One should
feel that when any idolized object, animateror in-
animate, has been removed from him, he is to
seek enjoyment and consolation through expend-
ing in the truth what the former enjoyment cost
him. Why should not this be so? If we esteem
that a great loss, which has given us only tempo-
ral enjoyment, through the expenditure of much
means, why should we not then invest the same
amount, or even more, in that which will give in-
finitely greater returns, and will be enjoyed eter-
nally? This principle is well illustrated by the
following incident, the substance of which ap-
peared in the Dayspring :—

A little girl of ten years, who had been the
ideal of loveliness in the eyes of her father, was
lying upon her bed, breathing out her young life.
The thought of giving her up was harrowing to
that fond parent. It was a bitter trial, and was
costing him the greatest struggle of his life. In
his agony he knelt by the bedside of his darling,
and wept passionately. The child, who had been
apparently unconscious, was aroused by his con-
vulsive sobs. At length she opened her eyes, and
faintly said, ‘“Papa.” <What is it, dear?”
asked the father, as he listened to catch the slight-
est sound of that voice he knew would soon bhe
forever hushed. ¢ Papa, kow much hawe I cost
you in @ year P’ <“Do not ask me, dear,” re-
plied the father, in great agitation. << But, please,
papa, I would like to know.”

To soothe his dying child, he replied, though
with a trembling voice, ¢¢Not more than $200 or
$300 at most ; why do you ask? ¢ Because,
papa, I thought maybe you would give as much
for Bibles, that poor children may have them to
remember me by.”

With an overflowing heart, her father kissed
her already clammy brow, and replied, T will,
my precious child.  Yes,” he added, and <« I will
do it as long as I live; and thus my child shall
speak to others to draw them to the way of life.”

If we who believe and love the truth, have been
wedded to idols of any description, which have
been removed from us, why should we not be will-
ing to spend the amount they have cost, in send-
ing the truth to those who now sit in darkness?
While we had the presence of these, we used our
nieans to get enjoyment from them, and so had
none to give in migsion work. But now, brethren,
after giving up all these, instead of using the
means they have cost, in self-gratification with the
world, why not fry to draw pleasure from using
the same amount, year by year, in the cause of
truth, and so win an imperishable name, through
sending the truth to those in foreign lands,
who by your beneficence may live to hold you in
grateful remembrance throughout eternity?  This
would give permanent joy and eternal satisfaction.
Try it, and be convineed. J. 0. C.

—What more could God do for us than he
has done and is doing? God could convert us
to himself by taking away our free choice. He
could turn us to stone and chisel us into statues
to glorify his temple. But God wants not mar-
ble stones, though they be beautiful ; he wants
human souls. God might frighten us into sub-
mission ; but he does not want the trembling cries
of cringing slaves. He wants the love of children.

NORFOLK ISLAND.

Gopn’s truth is to find its way to all the na-
tions of the earth. There is no period in this
world’s history in which the work of grace will
be more marvelously displayed than during the
last generation upon the earth. Glorious things
are spoken concerning the gospel. A mighty
angel is to come down from heaven, and the
earth is to be lightened with his glory.  The mes-
sage is to go before many kings and nations and
peoples. It is to reach every nation, every
kindred, every people, and every tongue. The
truth will penetrate even to the islands of the
sea, and gather out a people who will be saved
in the kingdom of heaven.

Norfolk Island is the largest of a group of
islands lying nearly 1,000 miles northeast of
New South Wales, and about 400 miles from
New Zealand. Around it are a large number of
other islands, but they are nearly all rock, and
unfit for habitation. Norfolk Island is not
large. It is only about five miles long, and two
and a half wide, with an area of fourteen square
miles, and a population of 800, nearly equally
divided between male and female. No one is
allowed to introduce any liquor on the island ;
and the death-rate is very low. The surface of
the island is about 400 feet above the level of
the sea. It is well watered, and the soil is
very fertile. Palm-trees grow here, also bana-
nas, peaches, pine-apples, and many other varie-
ties of fruit i perfection. Sweet potatoes are
produced in large quantities, and wheat, oats,
and barley arc also cultivated. The climate is
all that could be desired, and can hardly be
surpassed anywhere. American whaling-vessels
stop to procure supplies, and leave cotton, cloth-
ing, boat-tackle, and other goods. The people
are peaceable, and the execution of all laws is in-
vested in three commissioners, who are responsi-
ble to the governor of New South Wales. There
are no taxes or revenue in this favored place.
There are few offenders, and no prisons. The
people have comfortable houses, enough to eat
and to wear, with no avaricious schemes to
gratify.

One thing that makes this island especially
interesting is that it is the head%farters of the
Melinesian Mission of the Church of England.
It has a training-school of great merit. The
mission has 1,000 acres of fine land connected
with the school. At this training-school nearly
200 girls and boys receive instruction, and are
taught many of the common industries. The
station i1s called Saint Barnabas. This Societ
has a vessel called the ¢ Southern Cross,” Whicz
carries messengers of the gospel to the islands
of the Pacific, and delivers supplies to the mis-
sion-stations of the Society. The students of
their training-school are educated for future use-
fulness, and many of them have entered their
mission fields. Norfolk Island was formerly
used as a convict colony, where most desperate
characters were confined. At that time the con-
victs spread desolation throughout the island;
and although a strict watch was kept, many of
them escaped to the other islands. But all this
is now changed.

Will not the truth find its way to such islands
as this? Are we to conclude that none of these
men really love God? Shall we not rather be-
lieve that God is even now fitting men to carry
his truth into these most distant fields, and that
such places will become an open door through
which the rays of heavenly light will shine to
many others? Has not our faith been too
small? Shall we not grasp more of God’s work
in its true sense? Shall we not reach out for
a fuller, more complete and glorious triumph
of the third angel’s message? Wherever we
move out in the work of God, there he, by
his providence, goes before us, to accomplish
through us and by us, his work for these days,
although our faith may be small, our ideas lim-
ited, and our plans narrow and contracted.

May the Lord inspire us by his truth and
with his work, until we shall finally see the

triumph of the third angel’s message in the
most distant portions of the earth, and the har-
vest of the earth is gathered to make up the
144,000, 8. N. H.

[After reading the foregoing, it may be inter- -
esting to our readers to learn that for several
years efforts have been made, by means of cor-
respondence and our publications, to carry the
trath to Norfolk Island, but communication with
this island, being dependent upon irregular trad-
ing-vessels, has been slow and uncertain. Re-
cently, however, a vessel owned by a near rela-
tive of an'Assistant Secretary of the International
Tract Society who lives in Auckland, New
Zealand, has begun to run between the two isl-
ands, which will greatly facilitate these efforts.
We bespeak the prayers of all those who are in-
terested in the spread of the truth, in behalf of
this enterprise. M. L. H.]

THE MESSAGE.

SoLpIERs of the cross, hear the final command
from the Captain of your salvation: ¢¢All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded
you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” Thege are omnipotent
words: ¢¢Go,” ““preach,” ¢‘teach,” ¢“baptize.”
And <“‘the field is the world,”—:¢¢all nations,”
‘“every creature.”

This work has all the intensity of a death-
struggle. Every force within the reach of Om-
nipotence is marshalled, and marched to the
front. Every argument that infinite skill could
draw from three worlds is laid upon the judg-
ment. Every term that could threaten or intimi-
date is set on menacing. Kvery figure of speech
that could persuade or allure is exhaunsted in beck-
oning and persuading. Heaven itself throws
open ifs gates of pearl, and exhibits fo mortal
gaze its streets of gold, its palaces of fire, and
its thrones of light. Last of all, the Master him-
self breaks out of the unspeakable glory into our
very presence, and before our very eyes embraces
our cross, that he may implead and persuade us.

It is the onec commission of most exalted .
honor and of most grave responsibility, that'the
ministry of reconciliation is committed unto us.
¢« All things are of God, who hath reconciled us
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to
us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them ; and hath committed unto us the word ol
reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by
us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon-
ciled to God.”

Under the weight of such a work it is no mar-
vel that Dr. Fuller, less than a century ago,
when repulsed in his begging from door to door
for the money with which to send Carey to the
heathen, should refire to weep and pray; as he
says, ‘‘I frequently retired from the more pub-
lic streets to the back lanes, that I might not be
seen to weep over my disappointments.” The
only marvel is that so few of Christ’s followers
have the same zeal.

Dr. Durbin tells us of a Moravian mother
who understood Christ’s call for workers in the
world’s harvest. On hearing of the death of her
son, a friend in much sadness said to her,
“Your son is gone.” ¢‘Is Thomas gone to
heaven through the missionary life? Would to
God that he would call my son John!” John
went, and died. The Committee were sad, but
the old lady anticipated them, and exclaimed,
“Would that he would call my last son, Will-
iam!”  William went, and fell. Then she ex-
claimed, «“Would that I had a thousand sons to
give to God!”  How much are you giving for
this work of reconciling the world to God?—

Bishop C. H. Fowler. °



ToE present Sunday movement in the legisla-
ture of this State has been principally brought
about by a senator from Washington County.
Two rival candidates ran for office last fall in the
distriet comprising Washington, Benton, and
those counties in which our people mostly live.
Both the candidates represented the Democratic
party, and the only issue between them was Sun-
day legislation. One made public speeches in
favor of religious {reedom. He had been o mem-
ber of the legislature at the time of the repeal
of the Sunday law, and was eloquent in his de-
nunciation of all such laws, and pledged his in-
flnence to oppose all such measures in the future.
The other in equally strong turns asserted his be-
lief that there should be a Sunday law, and
-everybody be compelled to keep it; and pledged
himself that if clected, he would introduce bills,
and push to his utmost the enforeement of rigor-
ous measurcs, to that effect. , .

Perhaps it is not strange to say that religious
intolerance prevailed, and that the Sunday advo-
cates have sent their man to the legislature, wlho
is now threatening us with a fulfillment of his
pledge, and a more rigorous Sunday law than
the former one. It is generally admitted that
the man who was defeated was not only a
more able, but a morally better, man than the
other; yet his position in regard to religious
freedom was suflicient to assure his defeat.

It scems that a taste of persecution only in-
ereases the thirst for more, and those who were
defeated in the repeal of the Sunday law are now
redoubling their encrgies for more rigorous meas-
ures in the future. Threats have been made at
various points in the State. But we are glad to
see that a still stronger sentiment is prevailing m.
our behalf, and many are taking issue with us.
Our petitions arc being signed readily, and even®
carried by outsiders; but it is generally notice-
able that those who do oppose are very bitter m
their denunciation. Iix-Senator Crocket readily
attached his name to onc of the petitions, and
offered his services in our defense.

We are taking steps to meet the issue in the
legislature as best we can, and ask the prayers
of our sister Conferenecs, that we may be spared
from a repetition of former persecutions. We
espeeially appeal to our own brethren to pay up
their unpaid pledges which have remained dor-
mant for three years, and rally to the nceds of
the work. Tixtra expenseis incurred upon us by
this action. Our printed literature must be
poured into the legislature, and parties able to
meet those men will necessarily be kept there
until these indignations be overpast.  Surely the
“dragon 1s wroth,” and we must not be found
sleeping, or our doom is sealed.

J. P. HexpERSON.

IS IT THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST?

* Taar there is a great lack of the Spirit of
Christ and true Christian hospitality in many of
the large, fashionable ehurches of the present
time, 1s an alarming faet, which is only too well
known; but it is to be hoped that but few
ehurches where a profession is made of teaeh-
ing the principles of the Christian religion, go
to such a Jength as the one described in the fol-
lowing article, clipped from the Philadelphia
Press of Feb. 14, 1889 :—

““We bave n’t any room in our church for people who |

have n’t paid for their seats. Our trouble is not to find
places for strangoers, but to keep them out. We don’t
ask them to come, and we don’t want them. If they
come, they arc in the way, and we have hard work to
get them out of the way; but we manage fo do it, nev-
ertheless.  We have to watch them, but sometimes they
elude us, and contrive to find scats somewhere. Then
we have to tell them very plainly to get up and go out.
And we make them do it.”

Mr. Benjamin W. Williams said these words to-night
at his homo, 167 West 45th St. He is the chief lay
manager of the fashionable Protestant Episcopal church

of 8t. Thomas, at 53d 8t. and Fifth Avenue, and it was
of Bt. Thomag’s church that he was speaking. The
congregation of the parish of St. Thomas is probably |
the wealthiest in the city.
among the four hundred of fashion and the four hundred
of wealth. Rev. Willlam F. Morgan, ID. D., one of the
most noted ministers in New York, was the pastor of
the flock for many years. ~He died somewhat more than
a year ago, and Rev. John Wesley Brown, D. D., was
sclected as his successor only after considerable scarch-
ing by the congregation. He gets a large salary, and
has an assistant who is well paid also. Mr. Williams’s
remark was made apropos of the story of Mrs. George
‘W. Moore, of Detroit, who found her way to a pew in
the church last Sunday. She kneeled in prayer, and
while in the midst of her devotions, she says that Mr
Williams came along, placed his band on her shoulder,
and thus forcing her to raise her head, said to her:—

“« Who told you to come to this place ?”

She answered that no one had told her; and she says
that Mr. Williams said to her:—

““Well, this is not your pew, and do n’t you come in
again unless you are invited. Now get out.” She was
surprised, and, doing as she was told, she rose and went
away. When the story was related to Mr. Williams to-
night, he said: <“Well, I did tell her to get up and go
out. She had no business there. It was not her pew,
and she was not placed there by any usher.”

Its members are foremost i

What an appropriate lesson the first nine
verses of the seccond chapter of James would
have been at the opening of the service after the
expulsion of the stranger from Detroit, as above
desceribed. Truly the Spirit of Christ is lack-
ing in sueh freatment of those who have a right
to expect to be treated at least civilly in the
house of God. L. C. Coapwick.

ANOTHER DESERT DISAPPEARING.

Tae Australian desert, which was onee sup-
posed to cover the larger part of the interior of
that continent, is going the way of all the other
deserts that have failed to stand the test of ex-
ploration. Just as the early explorers of the
African coasts filled all the regions that had not
been visited with uninhabitable wastes, so a
great part of inner Australia has been represented
as utterly valucless to man. The faith in this
illimitable desert was somewhat shaken in 1872,
when Giles found Amadeus Lake, 200 miles long,
at its geographical center; and the few explorers
who have since visited inner Australia have whit-
tled off great sections of the desert, and put
forests and streams where only sand was supposed
to be.

Sir Samuel Davenport, in an address at Ade-
laide a short time ago, said that the recent trav-.
els of Messrs. Lindsay and Tietkens had proved
that inner Australia was by no means a Saharan
waste, and, though now uninhabited, it was cap-
able of supporting a large population. They
found not only wide regions covered with luxuri-
ant grass, but also mineral deposits that are cer-
tain to attract attention. Almost in the geo-
graphical center of the continent, Tietkins found
several large rivers whose head waters were on
the unorthern slopes of mountain ranges. The
rivers flowed north, and as far as he traced them,
he found a great deal of large and valuable tim-
ber along their banks.

Lindsay’s investigation between eighteen and
twenty-four degrees south latitude resulted in
some surprising discoveries. In the Me Donnell
Range of mountains he found garnets and rubies
and abundant indications that mining in this
region for preeious stones will be highly profit-
able.  On Tennant’s Creek he found gold-bearing
quartz in abundance, and he brought home stories
of almost boundless pasture lands, of water in
abundance, and of decp, blue lakes, one of which,
some 800 miles north of Awadeus Lake, is of
large and as yet unknown extent. His explora-
tions covered a region extending scveral hundred
miles north and south ; and both east and west
of his route stretches a vast and wholly unknown
region, that gives promise of being cqually invit-
ing.

The great railroad which is to extend across
the confinent from north to south, through the
eastern part of the country, once supposed to be
a desert, will much facilitate the work of explora-
tion ; and although inner Australia has been sadly

! vealed.
{ 660 miles north of Adelaide.

neglected by travelers, it will not be many years

- belore the last of her geographical secrets 18 re-

This railroad is now in operation for
Track-laying 18
pushing steadily on, and the line is growing
southward alse from Port Darwin, its northem
terminus.  An exploring party has just been gent
out by the Geographical Society of Australasia to
more fully explore the region, of which our first
accounts have been so unexpeetedly gratifying.

CANALS ACROSS THE ISTHMUS.

Tre Panama Company is bankrupt, and is o
go into liquidation. The attempt to organize a
new company to take over the rights of the old
one has failed. The call for fresh subscriptions
based on a priority of dividends has met with so
little response that the promoters of the new
company have abandoned the undertaking.
M. De Lesseps, in his letter to the subserib-
ers of the new Panama Canal Company, states
that the deposit of one-fourth of the share eapi-
tal, as required by law, has not been met. I
cannot, therefore,” he says, ‘¢constitute a com-
pany for the completion of the Panama Canal, and
1t will now be necessary to leave to the liquidator
the care of our interests, and the destiny of a
work which must yet be completed.” The tone
of the eireular is gespairing. The aet of bank-
ruptey, which the law was stretched to delay
while the new negotiations were pending, M. De
Lesseps now admits must take its course. All
that he can say is that the work is destined to be
completed. How, or when, or by whom, he can-
not tell. The only possible hope is that some
eompany will buy the franchise and such assets
as may be of use, and thus wipe out as with a
sponge all the bonds and shares of the old com-
pany, and eontinue the work with a clean balance
sheet.  In this way, the loss to the old invest-
ors in the securities of the company would be
almost absolute. HKven if this were attempted,
the money to complete the work could not be
had in France, where 800,000 subscribers are
mourning over their logses.

The confessed bankruptcy of the Panama
Canal Company brings the Nicaragua Canal
Company to the forefront. It has got its
charter from Congress, has eompleted its final
surveys, settled the question of boundaries,
shortened somcwhat the route between the two
oceans, and brought down the estimated eost of
the work to about sixty millions of dollars.
Even allowing that contingencies may arise in
whieh the estimates may be exceeded, the eost of
eompleting the work would still be less than one-
half what it would eost a new Panama company
to take up the work where the old company has
left it, and complete the canal. Admiral Am-
men, in a recent letter to the New York Heraid,
states that between Greytown, dn the Atlantic, and
Brito, on the Paeific, on the latest surveyed route
for the canal, there will be an uninterrupted water-
way of one hundred and fifty-two miles; and that
the actual length of canal required to be exea-
vated will be less than twenty-nine miles, sixteen
of which, when cleared of the forests, can be dug
by dredges, without rock or quicksand to cm-
barrass the work. < As located,” he says,
¢““every part of the work can be carried on with-
out delay, and with economy.” He believes that
the eanal can be completed in five years, and in
a pamphlet published by him some time ago, giv-
ing the probable business of the eanal when com-

leted and in operation, he estimated that at
least 5,000,000 tons of shipping would take that
route every year. The ordinary yearly operat-
ing expenses would not exceed half a million
dollars, and the yearly net receipts, from a toll of
$2.50 per ton, would be $12,000,000.—— Balt:-
more Sun. :

—The Pennsylvania railway lines have loaned
over 2,000 passenger coaches to other rajlways,
as facilities for the unprecedented travel which
has Washington and the coming inauguration as
its objective point.
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ANOTHER ATTACK.

Seventh-day Adventism “Exposed” Again.

Mosgs, notwithstanding all his ¢¢mistakes,” still
survives; and Seventh-day Adventism, despite its
many ‘‘exposures,” never enjoyed a wider influence
than it wields to-day.

It is the fortune of every cause which is designed
to lead men to clearer light, greater knowledge,
and better morals, to find itself antagonized from
almost every quarter. The Devil does not take
kindly to these regenerating influences. And if our
cause was any exception to the rule, it might well
cause serious misgivings as to its nature.

Bitter and unprincipled opposition is therefore
not to be classed with the unexpected ; the surprise
pertains rather to those who engage in the work,
and arises when we see men who might be supposed
to possess sufficient refinement of organization to
lead them to have some regard for dignity of de-
portment, and their own self-respect, descend in
pursuance of their object, into the arena of personal
vituperation.

A few days since, we received from one of our
ministers in Wisconsin, a copy of a tract of 26
pages entitled, ‘¢ Seventh-day Adventism : Some of
its Errors and Delusions. By Rev. A. McLearn.”
The tract toddles along in the usual runway of op-
posers of £. D. Adventists. It is a veduplication

~ of the old tirades of the past forty years; a rehash
of false charges and misrepresentations which have
become so stale as to be past use without the aid of
the smelling-bottle. :

While so unprovoked an attack is a matter of
some surprise in itself, there is a feature connected
with it which is more to be regretted still ; for the
tract bears the imprint of the ¢* American Sabbath
Tract Society,” the Seventh-day Baptist publishing-
house, at Alfred Center, N. Y., being issued and
sold by them ; and is furnished with an introduc-
tion by one of their ministers, ‘¢ Rev. J. B. Clarke,”
who has never, so far as we ave aware, had any
special association with the S. D. Adventist people,
and who has consequently no occasion to lend his
asgistance to this work, other than his denomina-
tional connection. This virtually commits the 8. D.
Baptist denomination to this method of opposition
and this form of attack. We have ever felt that
we had occasion to respect and honor that people
for their long defense of the sacred institution of
the Sabbath; and we had hoped that they would
never be betrayed into a course of action which would
tend to embarass such an attitude on our part. But
if they are unable to avoid feelings of alienation and
bitterness, of course they have a right to choose
that way of expressing them which they may deem
most creditable to themselves.

A bad hreak appears at the very outset between
Mr. M. and his second. Thus Mr. C., in his ¢« In-
troduction,” speaking of the work of S. D. Advent-
ists, says:—

The sad examples on the one hand, of apostasy from
all religious faith, and on the other of bigoted adherence
to teachings that seem to make those who practice them
censorious, unloving, and bitter toward all opponents,

have been among the fruits that have come to our no-
tice.

These, it seems, are all the fruits which Mr. C.
has been able to discover. He finds just two classes
of 8. D. Adventists: one abandoning all religious
faith ; the other becoming censorious, unloving,
and bitter. But when, on the next page, Mr. M.
comes to enter upon his work, these are his open-
ing words :—

In writing upon this subject, it should be distinctly
understood that it is with no invidious spirit or disposi-

-anything to fall back upon?

tion to injure any one. 'The Seventh-day Adventists, as
a body, have been very kind to me; and there are many
of them for whom I have the profoundest respect for
their amiability and pure lives.

These are very different fruits—<¢¢kind” ¢ amia-
ble” and ¢ pure in life.” Either the one who
writes this is deceived in regard to this people, or
the other does not know them; and if he writes
about them without knowing them, it is a shame
unto him. Prov, 18:13.

Were it not that the matter is of a serious nature,
the picture set before us in this tract would be very
amusing ; for it is exceedingly ludicrous (or would
be if it were not contemptible) to see a man, while
slyly pawing around in the mire to work up a mud-
ball for the objects of his dislike, call upon all to
witness that he hasn’t any wrong spirit, and does
not intend to injure any one, and exclaim, ¢ What
kind emotions I have! How loving I do feel!”
and then when his missile is ready, rise up and
hurl it with a venom which shows that he would
gladly smirch the whole body beyond remedy, if
possible.

We have fallen into the habit, when we meet
with works of this kind, of inquiring first of all into
the reasons which have called them forth. What
great evils does Mr. M. discover, that have led him
to be to the pains of writing a tract? We have
looked through the twenty-six pages carefully, and
are somewhat puzzled to explain the matter. He
accuses us of holding certain unscriptural views,
and being dishonest in the way we promulgate them.
He finds fault with us for believing that in the
death of Christ as the basis of the atonement, we
have something more than merely the death of a
human body ; he charges us with being gross mate-
rialists because we deny that man is naturally im-
mortal out-of Christ; that in our books we dissem-
ble our real views (which is certainly singular, since
the books are written expressly to explain them);
that we believe that <¢<the door of mercy was shut
in 1844 ;  that we follow Mrs. White as an inspired,
infallible prophetess ; and that when a person gives
up 8. D. Adventism, he gives up all religious faith.
These are about the sum of our offending, as far as
we are able to make it out.

To give up all faith is, of course, to give up the
hope of eternal life; and this he sets forth as the
general, if not the inevitable, issue out of 8, D.
Adventism. Yet he has written a book to have
everybody give it up! At the same time he ad-
mits that a person may be an Adventist and yet be
a Christian (p. 15). Now it would seem to us a
much better way to let a man remain, yes, earnestly
encourage him to remain, in a position in which he
may be a Christian and be saved, rather than to try
to crowd him into one in which he would almost in-
evitably be lost.

Speaking of those who give up, he says (p. 14):
¢« Having nothing to fall back upon, and detecting
the errors of Adventist theories, they turn away
and discard Christianity altogether.” But why is
it, we ask, that they have ¢ nothing to fall back
upon” ? Cannot the other churches furnish them
If not, are we to
blame for it ? This is an unconscious acknowledg-
ment that these persons consider Adventism the
best there is; and that, if anything could hold
them, that could. And this we say is the case.
And this is why we have thousands in owr ranks
whom other churches failed entirely to move, but
who now, rescued from infidelity or worldiness, are
rejoicing in the blessed hope of the appearing of
the Saviour, and of a glorious immortality through
Christ their Lord. But there are some whom no
religious influences seem sufficient to reach ; or who,
if they do commence the Christian life, cannot be
kept in the way for any great length of time.
Many turned away even from the Lord himself
when he was here upon the earth. And when such
cases occur now, we respectfully submit that Ad-
ventism is no more responsible for it than any other
denomination ; for if there was any other theory in
which they could have more confidence, they would
turn to that.

Following the last quotation, he says: ¢ This
class of apostates is astonishingly numerons.” But
he has failed to tell us who these are, and in what
part of the country they are to be found. We have
not yet heard of them. And if it is so, then 8. D.
Adventism must be making converts at a pretty
rapid rate; for each year, for several years past,
has shown an increase, over all deaths and apos-
tasies, of many hundred members.

He continues: ¢« Adventists in Battle Creck have
said to me repeatedly that if they give up the ¢vis-
ions,” they give up all.” Then we would say, By
all means hold on to the visions; for as they coun-
gel to no evil, they cannot hurt you; and it will be
better to believe them and cling to your hope, than
to ¢¢give up all; 7 for that would be certain death.
But Mr. M., knowing these circumstances, says,
Give them up; and he writes a tract to help them
along. Rather than have us believe in Mrs. White
and the mortality of man out of Christ, he would
have us give these up, even though we should all
go to the Devil. This, then, he must consider the
lesser of two evils ; and this is one reason that has
led us to inquire for the great evils that have called
forth his attack upon us,

Mr. M. would of course be glad to see Seventh-
day Adventism stop right here and now; and, per
consequence, he would be glad if it never had been
known. That is what the presence of his tract
means, if it means anything more than a little petty
spite against a few Adventist leaders. But Mr. M.
is a Sabbath-keeper, professing still to love, and re-
joice in, the new-found light concerning the Sab-
bath of the Lord. And who brought him this light
and truth 7—Seventh-day Adventists. And as the
result of their work, there are in the land to-day
30,000 Sabbath-keepers, who in all probability
would not have been occupying this position, had it
not been for this work. But notwithstanding his
professed love for the Sabbath, all this seems to
count for nothing with him, in comparison with the
*horrible delusion that man has immortality alone
through Christ, and that there is manifested through
Mirs. White one of the gifts of the Spirit, which the
apostle in Corinthians and Ephesians expressly de-
clares were set in the Christian church. Better
that there should be 30,000 less Sabbath-keepers in
the world than there are to-day, than that anhy one
should believe in Mrs, White! And so we become
more and more puzzled over the secret of his on-
slaught upon this cause.

But perhaps we have the explanation in this:
On page 15 he says :—

We do not claim that an Adventist cannot be a Chris-
tian, for there are, without doubt, many sincere but de-
luded Christians among them ; but we do claim that,
from the nature of their creed, a person may be a faith-

ful, loyal, and consistent Seventh-day Adventist, and
still be unregenerated, and therefore not a Christian,

Oh! Because Seventh-day Adventism is such a
system that it is possible for a man to profess it
and not be a Christian, therefore let us tear it down.
But we wonder if no one ever professed the S. D.
Baptist faith who was unregenerated and nota
Christian ; or the Methodist faith ; or Presbyterian,
or any other. But you say, in such case, the per-
son was not a ¢¢loyal and consistent” S. D. Bap-
tist, Methodist, etc. And, we reply, neither is any
unregenerated person a ‘‘loyal and consistent”
8. D. Adventist, no matter what his profession; for
our ‘creed” is ¢ the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus;” and if a person lives up to
these principles, he is certainly a Christian,

But perhaps we find the secret of his effort in the
closing paragraph, which reads :—

We only hope, for the sake of all who have not ac-
quainted themselves with the nature of this unscriptural
system, and for the honor of the Redeemer's cause, that
our dear brethren and sisters in Christ, especially of our
Seventh-day Baptist churches, will pause and consider
well the facts set forth in these pages, before they tamper
with this subtle and soul-deceiving delusion,

So it appears that some Seventh-day Baptists may
be getting interested, and it is to prevent their em-
bracing these views, that the tract is written. Yet
he has failed to show that the delusion is so very
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deadly, since a person holding it may be a ¢¢ Chris-
tian,” ¢«¢very kind,” and entitled to ¢ profoundest
respect,” for ‘‘amiability,” and ¢ purity of life.”
And he will find that it will not particularly help
his cause nor injure ours, when those whom he ad-
dresses find that his charges are based on misrepre-
sentation and perversion. An examination of his
specific points we must leave to another week

DIFFICULTIES OF MISSIONARY WORK IN
EUROPE.

TuE idea extensively prevails that there is some
law, especially in Germany, that forbids preachers
and others from saying anything against the Catholic
Church or its doctrines. But that is a misfake. The
law is far more general in its nature, but it amounts
to that in its operation, because all laws are so ad-
ministered as to favor the Catholics more than any
others, The law forbids the publication or preach-
ing of anything that is calculated to cause disturb-
ance, or to create undue excitement. But this is
about the way it operates. The Catholics say and
publish whatever they please ; and if anybody com-
plains, the complainers are prosecuted for raising
disturbance. If the Protestants speak against the
Catholice they are prosecuted as the authors of
disturbance. In whatever way it comes, the Cath-
olics are privileged, and the Protestants are the dis-
turbers of the peace. Since the conviction of Pas-
tor Thitmmel, the Evangelical Alliance have made
a collection of bitter things spoken against Luther
and the Reformation, by the Catholics, such things
a8 the Protestants would not dare to utter against
the Catholics. But it is of no avail; since Bis-
marck’s understanding with the pope, since he has
received a decoration of honor from ¢¢His Holi-
ness,” it is of no use to endeavor to turn the tide.
Evangelical papers have declared confidently that
no person can obtain or keep in office in Prussia un-
less they keep in favor with the Catholic authorities.
The pope openly instructs his subordinates how to
work for the interest of the church in political cir-
cles.

Thus it will be seen that any book may be pro-
hibited, against which anybody enters a complaint,
no matter what is the subject. But these censor-
ships generally have but a local influence, and may
not extend far, or have a large effect. In Stutt-
gart the little tract written by Kld. White, entitled,
“The Judgment,” was prohibited. This shows
that any of our publications are liable to be pro-
hibited at any place, if complaints are made.

This influence against our publications may in-
crease as prejudice increases against our work. In
that case it would be utterly useless to try to prune
down our works so as to remove ground of com-
plaint.  Ov, in the providence of God, which is our
trast, feelings may change for a time, so that our
works may be circulated. 1f opposition increases,
it may create a demand for these books and tracts,
as has been the case in other places, and thus the
way be opened by the enemies of the truth.

How it will turn we cannot foresee; but what
shall we do? Shall we withhold the truth because
of this opposition ? We understand the necessity
of prudence, and the duty of avoiding giving of-
fense where it may be avoided. But the third
angel’s message has to be given in these countries,
and the warning is against the worship of the
beast, as well as his image. Indeed, the worship
of the beast is the burden of this message; the of-
fense of the two-horned beast is that he enforces
the worship of the first beast. At present the influ-
ence and popularity of the first beast is greatly in-
creasing in Burope, except perhaps at its home, in
Ttaly. 'There the king rules with a firm hand, and
will not permit the pope to put forth his pretenses
to the right to rule over the kings of the earth,

There are two things which cause us to hope
that for a season we may be permitted to work
without hindrance. There is no doubt that Bis-
marck is not as popular as he was some years ago.
He hag an iron will, and thoroughly believes in the

doctrine of what has been termed the ¢« divine right
of kings.” He is very nearly an absolutist in prin-
ciple. And the young Emperor William is not as
favorable to the pope as ig the chancellor. His visit
with King Humbert, of Italy, was very cordial, and
he prevented the pope's introducing the subject of
his civil rule, in his interview with him. Of course
we cannot expect that help from such a source can
be anything but partial and temporary; for what
William may gain by an open course, he is sure to
lose by the intrigues and wiles of the pope’s emis-
saries in the empire. Leo XIIL is one of the
shrewdest men in Hurope, and is fully determined
to exalt the papal see to its old-time honor. Of
this objeet he will never lose sight for a moment.
And the favor shown the Catholic Church all over
the world, at the present time, gives the Jesuits
abundant opportunity to perfect their plang and to
insure their success.

But whatever may be the prospect, whatever may
be the opposition, we expect the message will be
given to the nations of Europe. Silently the truth
will operate, and copies of our works will be called
for in unexpected times and ways, and the people
will learn of the truth. Our duty seems clear, to
prepare the truth as it must be given, and trust
that Providence may open the way for its cireula-
tion. It will be utterly impossible to prepare our
publications so that they will not give offense to
those who have a hatred to our work. And if we
could, they would cease to be effective to warn the
world against the worship of the beast and his im-
age. Surely the people of God need wisdom and
grace for the present and coming time, But we
need not to be discouraged, for in this work we
must walk by faith and not by sight; and if we
judge by sight, we can know but little of the influ-
ence the truth is having in the world. J.H OW.

OBSOLETE SCRIPTURES.

ANYTHING is said to be obsolete when it has gone
into disuse. This term seems to apply with much
propriety to certain duties recommended by the
apostle Paul, as, for instance, physical labor for
winisters. Paul's anthority is considered first-class
in all religious duties by the ministry generally.
Yet though he gives the plainest instruction upon
this subject, it is almost wholly neglected. We
quote a few texts: ¢«For yourselves know how ye
ought to follow us; for we behaved not ourselves
disorderly among you. Neither did we eat any
man’s bread for nought; but wrought with labor
and travail night and day, that we might not be
chargeable to any of you: not because we have
not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto
you to follow us. For even when we were with
you, this we commanded you, that if any would
not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that
there are some which walk among you disorderly,
working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them
that are such we command and exhort, by our
Lord Jesus Christ, that with Quietness they work,
and eat their own bread.” 2 Thess. 3:7-12.

The apostle presents in these words some impor-
tant principles relating to Christian duty, for he
adds, in close connection, that those who would
not heed his commands concerning work and dis-
orderly conduct, should be practically censured or
disfellowshipped. The other members were to ¢ note
that man and have no company with him,” that he
might be ¢ ashamed;” yet they were to ¢« admon-
ish”’ him, and try to save him. These principles
concerning physiecal labor should characterize or-
derly Christian conduct. To neglect them would
be < disorderly” walk, and St. Paul was deter-
mined that his example should be in all respects a
worthy one to follow.

That he had in view physical labor—working
with s hands—when he says that he <¢‘wrought
with labor and travail night and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you,” is evident
from other texts.
ver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know,

«T have coveted no man’s sil-

that these hands have ministered unto my necessi-
ties, and to them that are with me. I have showed
you all things, how that so laboring ye ought to
support the weak, and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” Acts 20:33-35. << After
these things Paul departed from Athens, and came
to Corinth; and found a certain Jew named
Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Ttaly,
with his wife Priscilla. . . . And because he was
of the same ecraft, he abode with them, and
wrought: (for by their occupation they were tent-
makers).” Aects 18:1-3. <« Even unto this pres-
ent hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are
naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain
dwelling-place ; and labor, working with our hands,
etc. 1 Cor 4:11, 12. In that most pathetic de-
scription of Paul’s interest and care for his Thessa-
lonian brethren, this subject is also beautifully
presented. ¢« Nor of men sought we glory, neither
of you, nor yet of others, when we might have
been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. But
we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cher-
isheth her children: so being affectionately desir-
ous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto
you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own
souls, because ye were dear unto us. For ye re-
member, brethren, our labor and travail : for labor-
ing night and day, because we would not be
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you
the gospel of God.” 1 Thess. 2: 6-9.

The ¢<labor” of the apostle, then, that he might
not be chargeable to the Thessaloniun brethren,
was physical labor. One reason why he performed
it, was that he might do the more to show them
how much he loved them, by the sacrifices he was
making for them. He had the ¢‘power;’’ that is,
the right, or authority, as a minister of Christ, to
call on them for support. If he ministered to
them in spiritual things, he was entitled to look to
them to supply his necessary wants, He expresses
this clearly in 1 Cor. 9:11-14: ¢¢If we have sown
unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we
shall reap your carnal things? If others be par
takers of this power over you, are not we rather ?
Nevertheless we have not used this power; but
suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel
of Christ. Do ye not know that they which minis-
ter about holy things, live of the things of the
temple ? and they which wait at the altar are par-
takers with the altar? Xven so hath the Lord or-
dained that they which preach the gospel should
live of the gospel.”

Here the apostle emphatically indorses the prin-
ciple that the faithful laborer who ministers the
word to the spiritual benefit of the people has a
just claim wupon them for the temporal blessings
which his wants require; and we would not in any
sense abate an jota of this obligation resting upon
the laity to support the faithful ministry. Yet
nothing is plainer in these quotations than the fact
that Paul, from the abundance of the love of his
soul, and for certain important reasons, chose not to
use this ¢ power” which he possessed in common
with other ministers, yea, more fully than any other,
to look for such support. The noble desire possessed
his soul to do all he possibly could for the salvation
of others. As the Son of man came ‘‘not to be
ministered unto but to minister” to others, so
Paul, his most devoted disciple, wished to show, all
through his life, that it was ¢“more blessed to give
than to receive.”

He was not satisfied to preach the gospel in the
same way that some of those who served the altar
did anciently,-—labor a given amount, and in
that manner receive a support therefrom,—earning
a living by a stated amount of work. O no! he
made his life all radiant with a higher prineciple,—
to do all he could for others, receiving little in this
world in return. He ministered not only in word
and doctrine, but by his hands, to the support of
those dependent upon him. His life in this re-
spect was such that all could see that he ¢ coveted
no man's silver or gold or apparel.” e gave his
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malicious opponents little chance to impute merce-
nary and selfish motives to him.

What could they say concerning a man who gave
his life wholly to doing good,—laboring incessantly
for the salvation of others, and supporting himself
and others also by the work of his hands? Itis
no wonder such unselfish labor produced a mighty
effect wherever it was bestowed.
put into our work, the greater its effects upon the
hearts of others. One great reason why the min-
istry of to-day accomplishes so little is that the
people discern so little of sacrifice in it. They see
men in sacred office getting rich, or getting more
pay for their work than they could earn at any-
thing clse; and their hearts are not moved very
much by efforts from such a source.

There was a holy independence about the apostle
Paul. He did not want to ¢“be chargcable to any ”’
one, His motive was not to absorb, like the sponge,
but rather to impart to others. He was not study-
ing about the amount of his salary, or feeling sour
if it was not as large as he had expected. He
could work and support himself, when necessary,
and preach the gospel also. There are multitudes
of preachers whose spirit of labor suddenly closes
when the salary stops. Paunl was not one of the
helpless kind. We admire this principle of de-
voted independence, We love t0 see a man who
can bear his own weight. Clinging vines may be
well enough in their places,—weak, dependent
women and children may plead for our sympathies,
—but these qualities hardly befit the gospel minis-
ter. He should be an example to others in all
good things, firmly standing for the right, uphold-
ing others by his God-given manhood, bearing up
bravely in affliction and sorrow, cheerful in times
of calamity, hopeful in adversity, full of courage
in times of distress and uncertainty, bearing pain
and sickness without murmuring or appealing for
sympathy, but trusting in a mighty Saviour at all
times.

The word ¢ minister”” means doing something
for others, Instead of being helpless in practical
things, dependent on others in the common things
of life, a minister ought to be capable of doing
almost anything. He ought even to possess a
noble independence to bear his own weight, and
not be a burden to others, Paul taught a self-
reliant, sturdy kind of Christianity. Life was not
a matter of feeling or emotion; but Christians
were to be those who should support themselves,
and have something to impart to others. If any
would not work, neither let him eat. There was
nothing weak or effeminate in the religion he
taught. The ministry were to teach this kind of
religion, not only by precept, but by ¢ example.”
Hence he must learn to set an ¢¢example’ by
actually working himself. To be a mere talker in
public, to be waited on, well housed and well fed,
to receive much attention and the best the house
afforded, and to be weak and helpless, with soft
hands and flabby muscles, so that a little honest
work would wilt him completely down,—this was
hardly the kind of ‘“minister” the great apostle
believed in. Hence he set no such example him-
self. Yet the world to-day is full of this very
kind,—mere talkers, expecting wherever they go to
receive much afttention, and never lifting their
hands to help bear the physical burdens of life.

Our ministry need physical labor. It is neces-
sary for their greatest usefulness and their own
good; and their influence would be much better
for it. Through constant use of the brain and the
vocal organs, the circulation of the blood becomes
unbalanced. It being drawn largely to the brain,
the limbs and lower extremities lose their vigor,
and become weak ; while those parts to which the
life-current is constantly drawn, become congested,
and finally diseased. A reasonable amount of ex-
ercise would cure this difficulty, benefiting the
general health, making the mind clearer, prolong-
ing life, and increasing usefulness.

Our lamented brother, Eld. J. N. Andrews, in the
earlier portion of his ministry became completely

The more love

prostrated in health. As he stated to the writer,
he could not possibly speak fifteen minutes consec-
utively. His voice was apparently ruined. He
was threatened with softening of the brain, and
every appearance indicated that hig time of useful-
ness was over. But he engaged in physical labor
by helping his parents open up a farm in Jowa,
working more and more as his strength returned;
and gradually he regained his health, and many
years of usefulness were added to his life. Several
others of our ministers have pursued a similar
course, with the best of results. We feel certain
that valuable laborers now in their graves might
have been saved to the cause, had they begun, in
season, to mingle physical labor with the constant
mental strain. This is sensible, as well as being
in harmony with the law of the Creator pronounced
when sin entered our world : ¢¢In the sweat of- thy
face shalt thou eat bread.” This indicates phys-
ical labor as an ingredient in all human life, when
we live as the Creator designed. We may seek to
escape it as much as we please, but we shall ever
suffer a loss thereby. .

Paul says he wrought with his hands ¢ to make
ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.”
He did it, then, not merely for his own good, to
have a good influence where he labored, and to
help support himself and others depcndent upon
him, but as an example for us to follow. Let our
ministers carefully consider this, and answer to
their consciences the question, Why ought we not
to follow this example? Why should these seript-
ures become obsolete more than others? ¢« Bus,”
says one, ¢TI have not time.” ¢ I have so much
to do.” «I labor so hard in my ministerial duties
that T find no opportunity whatever to work with
my hands.” Well, poor soul, you are to be pitied,
if you have so much more to do than the great
apostle to the Gentiles. Read Paul's account of
the labors and sacrifices of his ministry in 2 Cor.
11:23-28. Compare your work with his. Yet he
found time to work with his hands, to set you and
me an ‘‘example” which we, forsooth, are too
busy to follow. )

We are thankful there are some ministers among
us who seek to follow Paul’s example in physical
labor. They do so with great benefit to them-
selves, They are generally the most active and
efficient laborers among us,—earnest, staunch,
self-reliant, forceful men. There are many others
who could greatly profit themselves and the cause
by doing something. We have little faith in a
ministry of weak, soft-handed, effeminate preach-
ers, mere talkers, who lop for a support upon others,
having little or none of that noble independence
which loves to bear its own weight. When minis-
ters spend half an hour at a time at the glass to
arrange their toilet with great nicety, and can sit
around day after day to be waited upon, without
giving a helping hand in bearing the burdens of
life in return, we can easily judge of the fruits of
their labor. Qur Saviour was a worker, physically
as well as mentally, St. Paul and his co-laborers
toiled hard, and with the pen of inspiration he has
recorded the fact, and told us he did it for an
““ensample.” Think of these things, brethren in
the ministry, and act accordingly. & 1 B.

HOW OTHERS VIEW IT.

It is gratifying to know that there are those in
popular positions who not only see the tendency of
the present effort of Congress to legislate on relig-
ious questions, but are not ashamed to speak their
sentiments. Rev. B. H. Sawyer, of the Calvary
Baptist church, Denver, under the head of ¢<¢The
Establishment of a National Religion,” spoke on a
recent Sunday, to his congregation, as follows, con-
cerning the Blair Amendment to the Constitution :—

This bill is now pending before Congress, and we are
told that Senator Blair is supported in the advocacy of his
amendment by petitions already aggregating about one-
quarter of our cntire population. I challenge the church-
man and the statesman to beware of the danger to which
he exposes the institutions bequeathed us by our fathers.

I exhort you, my people, ‘“Take heed, that no man dc
ceive you!” To provide liberally and intelligently fox
the education and culture of our children ig the Constitu-
tional prerogative and duty of our Government, but to
¢ educate our children in the principles of the Christian
religion” is the right and duty reserved by the divine
Lawgiver, and assigned solely to the church of Jesus
Christ. It was while pursuing the great object of his
ambition through the dark and bloody paths of war and
policy, that Constantine is said to have beheld the sign
of a cross in the heavens—inscribed, <“ By this conquer,”
—and henceforth he assumed the relation of terrestrial
father to Christianity, that ¢<<daughter of the skies.”
Having acquired political dominion over the States of
Europe, he conceived the idea of forming an alliance
between the civil and the religious organizations in the
empire.

From this unholy alliance consummated in the fourth
century, has issued a progeny of evil which, during
many centuries have afflicted both church and state. A
national religion often becomes to the state, in times of
special awakening, burdensome and even revolutionary ;
be the zeal of a religionist the ambition of a Becket, a
Hildebrand or a Wolsey, or be it the flaming love for
gouls that burned in a Whitfield, a Wesley or a Bunyan,
or be it the heroic attachment for truth which actuated
a Wyckliffe, a Luther, or a Calvin. A fervid state of the
church causes more or less uneasiness to the worldly ruler
who must deal with it, To the church, on the other
hand, such alliance becomes an influence to secularize,
to pervert, and to cripple, while nominally subsidizing and
patronizing her. Persecution becomes almost an inev-
itable sequence. State-craft and priest-craft, each evil
when alone, become more vicious by their mutual aid
and emulation, and together plaguc the country which
in common they drain of its resources, and together cir-
cumscribe and fetter in its development. Revenue and
rank and wealth tempt evil men into high places of the
church. Simon Maguses are more easily fostered than
Simon Peters, and when, if ever, God withdraws his
hand of restraint, the national church sees rising within
her nominal bounds, men like Dunstan and Wolsey and
Richelieu and Mazarin and Dubois, trampling on truth
and right, and aiming at power won by the worst means,
and used for the basest purposes. Ourown favored land
has for many years enjoyed the distinction and blessed-
ness of seeing the Christian churches left alike unendowed
and unfettered by the State, and yet largely influential,’
widely enterprising and greatly prospered.

The ¢“danger clause” in the proposed amendment to
our national Constitution would require for its appro-
priate execution, the assembling by executive authority
of a council similar to the Council of Nice, ordered by
Constantine,- of the most learned and distinguished di-
vines and statesmen fo frame a creed embracing ¢ the
principles of the Christian religion,” contemplated in
the bill. The diversity of belicf hitherto allowed and
fostered by our free Constitution, would necessarily re-
quire the adoption of fhe vaguest and laxest type of
Christian doctrine, and the loosest and most secular type
of Christian practice consistent with the retention of the
Christian name. Thus would we repeat the folly .and
crime of the old world. In the name of religion, and
appealing to the Bible for our support, we would confis-
cate Christ’s own golden crown of Godhead, to beat it
into the thin and flexible gold-leaf bands of a perilous
and unwarranted brotherhood.

All honor to those in high positions who dare
blow such notes of warning in a time like this.
May their courage never grow less, even though
they may be classed with atheists for the certain
sound fhey give their trumpet. When the issue is
squarely joined on this question, it will be seen that
there are many thousands in the land who do not
bow the knee to Baal, but instead, when the con-
flict grows fiercest, will deal some of the heaviest

blows for truth and the honor of God.

J. 0, C.

—Rarnestness is power. He who is in earnest will
impress himself on others, whether he would impart
to them or would receive from them.. Yet no man
will gain in earnestness by seeking to be in earnest,
nor will he convince others that he is in earnest by
saying that he is in earnest. In order to show ear-
nestness, a man must be in earnest; and the man
who is in earnest cannot help showing it. Earnest-
ness is of the man’s self, and it is drawn out by the
cause that can draw it out. When it is drawn out,
every one who sees and hears the man, knows that
his earnestness is real. If, therefore, a man 1w in
earnest in behalf of anything he undertakes, he may
know that he has power in that direction ; but if he
lacks earnestness, it is of no use for him to try to
seem in earnest.—Sel.

—Faith in the supremacy of the soul leads to the
subjection of the outward life.
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*{ie thal goeth forth and weepeth, bcnring{] precious seed, shall
do{t)lbLiess come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,”
—Ps. 126 : 6.

NOW IS5 THE ACCEPTED TIME.

BY ELD. L. D. SANTEE,
(DLrinceville, I11.)

I Loox der the meadows white with snow,
And the fields in the golden sunlight gleaming,
And T think of the germs that are dark below,
That shall wake in the spring when life is teeming;
They wait in a stillness allied to death,
Till nature shall give them the right condition ;
Till the wind from the south, with its balmy breath,
And the heat of the sun shall bring fruition.

And T think how many, like germs of flowers,
Wait for a spring that cometh never,—
Wait through all of life’s wasted hours
For some noble deed, some grand endeavor,—
‘Waiting to do some action grand,
When the soul is thrilled, and the heart is burn-
ing,—
‘Waiting, all day, with idle hands,
While the sun of life to the west is turning.

Now is the time to sow the seed
That shall ripen to fruit “neath the summer’s glow-
ing.
Now is the time for the noble deed
That is prompted by love from the full heart flow-
ing.
Faithful be in the present hour.
Linger not for a brighter to-morrow ;
Bring to your duties all your power,
For duties delayed can bring but sorrow.

Go forth to the work, and linger not,—

For the humble duties that God has given,—
The little cares that fall to your lot,—

Are steps of the ladder that leads to heaven.
Wait not, then, for the balmy skies ;

Linger not for some grand endeavor ;
Labor to-day %o win the prize,

For soon will your work for aye be over.

NEW ZEALAND.

I is almost time for the American mail to close ;
and although I have time to write but a brief report,
I feel that we should tell what the Lord is doing for
us here. We should be ungrateful, were we o re-
port anything but words of encouragement and good
cheer from this part of the great harvest field.  Al-
though we are unworthy, and our work is defective,
Gtod has blessed us very much thus far this summer.

Qur tent-meetings closed in this town the 13th of
this month, after continuing ten weeks. The inter-
est remained good to the last, and over 300 were
present at the last service. We would not have
closed when we did, had it not been decided as best
that Bro. Harce should take the tent to Gisborne,
eighty miles away, and that I should remain and
follow up the work, Considerable opposition was
manifested during the meetings, but this did not
deter all from accepting the truth. Fifty or more
began to keep the Sabbath, and many more are in
the balances. Over $350 worth of publications
were sold, and $300 were received in donations dur-
ing the meotings. They gave us forty dollars the
lagt night

Since the close of the tent-meetings, I have con-
tinued services in a lavge hall, with an excellent at-
tendance. Last night about 700 were present to
hear on the subject of spiritualism. The Lord is
working with power, and we expect to see others
walking in the light soon.  Our Sabbath-school num-
bers 100, and a deep interest is manifested by the
teachers and members,

From the first, the daily papers have treated us
kindly, inserting daily notiees of our subjects, and
sometimes giving portions of our sermons. We feel
certain it is a great help to tent-work to keep the
people well informed through the press. It costs
something, it is true, to advertise, but it keeps the
tent full, and increascs the donations.

But with all these blessings, our trials and temp-
tations have been as strong as we have ever experi-
cnced. Satan has besicged us fiercely, but by the
grace of God we have been able to stand. I feel in
my soul that the time has eome for power to attend
the work of this message, and that in proportion as
we connect with God, and gain this power, Satan
will bring his power to bear upon us.

Our hearts are pained as we look over this field
and sec hundreds waiting to hear the truth, and then
see that there are only two or three to proclaim it.

af the Qansyg,

-

"where the tent-meeting was held.

Our canvassers are pressing their work, and meeting

with fair success. Will those who read this report

pray that God will send forth more laborers into

the field? ‘ A. G. DaNimris.
Jom. 26.

SWEDEN.

SrockHoLM. —Since my last report, I have spent
some time in visiting the churches, in company with
Bro. Olsen. We realized the blessing of God, and
we believe our scattered churches were strengthened.
T was very glad to meet with them, and also to be-
come more acguainted with the wants of the cause
in this country. Truly the field is great, and it is
ripe for the harvest. T spent several days in Gry-
thyttehed. Here, especially, was manifested a
good interest on the part of those not of our faith.
One brother began to keep the Sabbath.

Since Jan. 1, 1 have been in Stockholm, giving
a course of lectures. The attendance is excellent,
especially on Sunday evenings, when the hall is full.
Some new ones have begun to keep the Sabbath,
and others are deeply interested. The ministers are
active, as they usually are when Adventigts are
concerned. A Baptist brother who has been quite
constant at the meetings, met his pastor one day,
and said to him, I tell you, I am receiving great
light now; for I go to hear the Adventists, and
they have much light for us in these last days,
whieh we ought to reccive.”” The minister replied,
¢« 1t is all a deception, nothing but a deception, and
I warn you to be careful how you listen to such
things,” He gaid, ¢ Well, they read their belief
right out of the Bible; and 1 do not see much
chance for deception there.”

Our meetings on the Sabbath have been most ex-
cellent. The Lord has drawn near and given us of
his blessing. Our hearts have been made especially
tender by the death of a young sister who received
the truth last spring. At that time she was intend-
ing to go to America ; butb these plans she gave up
for the truth’s sake, aud she has her reward; for
God has said, ‘¢ Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth.” Her last words were a
prayer that God would bless his people, and hasten
the coming of Jesus. Our prayer-meetings are also
well attended, and we see many omens of the willing-
ness of God to bless his people.
would seem to hinder the work here, but we believe
that God’s blessing can more than make up for our
poverty. We receive good reports from Karlskrona,
The company
there are of good courage, and the work goes for-
ward. Some new ones have received the truth.

J. M. Erioxsow.

MAINE.

CaNaaN, DegriNg, HarrnAND, ETC.— Meetings
have recently been held at these places. Some that
were backslidden have been reclaimed, and new ones
have embraced the Sabbath, and others are dceply
interested, whom we hope to see obey the truth.
The Lord has blessed the labors of his servants, and
our hearts have been greatly encouraged as we have
seen unmistalkable evidence that the Lord is willing
to work for us in this Conference, whenever our
people on their part are ready to take hold of the
work. We also receive encouraging reports from
the work in Nova Scotia. New ones are embracing
the truth there. We are thankful for the evidence
that we have that the Lord is at work with us in
this new field.

Those who have given their time wholly to the
canvassing for ‘¢ Bible Readings for the Home Cir-
cle” in Maine, have made it a suceess ; and we hope
to see the interest still increase in this branch of
the work, and that many of our young people will
become so thoroughly imbued with the spirit of the
message that they will give themselves wholly to
this good work, J. B. GoobricH.

ARKANSAS.

TEE past year of labor has not passed in this
State without many attendant blessings. In every
place, north and south, our meetings have been ac-
eompanied with an outpouring of the Spirit ; hearts
have been melted, tears have flowed, and an earnest
revival of interest and spiritual work has been in-
culeated. More than one hundred have been added
to our church membership. It is true many of
these have come in by immigration, but a goodly
number have embraced the faith through the tract
and missionary efforts, ministerial labor, and other-

There is much that -

wige. Six new churches have been organized, aund
one or two companies are now awaiting organiza-
tion. The officers for each branch of the work
have had their duties to learn, but improvements
have rapidly been made, so that the manner of
keeping accounts and the systemn of reporting will
soon, we think, be equal to those of any Conference.

Suceess has so far attended our labors as to
prove that this part of the Southern field, at least,
will not be unfruitful in the third angel’s message.
Some of our best workers and most ardent lovers of
the truth are native-born. Another commendable
featnre is the number of brethren and sisters who
feel a burden for the work. Surely God will hear
the many petitions which are daily ascending to
heaven for the success of the work in the State.

But it must not be supposed that the work has
been established without opposition. In Little
Roclk certain elements militated against us, which
for a time threatened destruction, but to-day we are
able to report an organization of twenty-six mem-
bers, with a sufficient number in the city and vicinity
to sustain good meetings and church work. Weknow
that God’s hand is in the work, and that it will
move on, in spite of the efforts of Satan to the con-
trary. The system of organization being now about
completed, more attention can be given to spiritual
matters. 1 trust our members will furnish means
sufficient to place a proper number of efficient minis-
tersin thefleld, The failure of crops in parts of the
State has caused a scarcity of money, but we trust
this will not excuse any from giving as God has
prospered them. '

Bro. W. J. Kerr and myself have just closed a
series of meetings at Siloam Springs, Benton Co.
The church there was greatly beunefited and en-
couraged. The Lord came very near, and many
hearts were touched. Four united with the church,
Two were baptized, and others were reclaimed.

J. P. HENDERSON.

S U

MISSOURI

Amone 1HE CHURCHES, —8ince Greneral Confer-
ence, I have labored at Nevacda, Deerfield, Rockville,
Rich Hill, Harrisonville, Pleasant Hill, and Orrs-
burg, doing what 1 could to get the brethren and
sisters to feel the importance of seeking God as
never before, and nrging them to greater faithful-
ness in the different branches of the work. The
Lord has come very near by his Spirit, and we have
enjoyed precious seasons at all these places. Af
Nevada two united with the church; at Rich Hill
two united with the church, and one was baptized.
Another man gave up his tobacco, and said he would
be ready for baptism soon. At Harrisouville, a
brother who has been using tobacco threw his pipe
away, and vowed he would use it no more. At
Pleasant Hill an elder was ordained.

I am now at Orrsburg, Nodaway Co., near the
Towa line. T have given five discourses, and there
seems t0 be some real interest. Therc arc three Sab-
bath-keeping families living here. Through mis-
sionary work they have kept up the interest created
here by the labors of Bro. Allee one year ago. I
hope that others will take thoeir stand as the result
of the meetings. 1 have also lectured fen times on
the subject of church and state, at different places,
as the way has opened ; and I find that a large ma-
jority of those who hear on this subject agree with
us, that church and state should be kept forever scp-
arate.

My hope and courage are good. The truth never
seemed brighter to me than at present. Brethren,
pray for the work in Missouri.

J. W. Warr,

IOWA.

Dist. No. 4.—Since the State meeting held at
Des Moines, I have visited all the churches in this
district. Eld. J. 8. Hart has becn with me al most
of the places, and his labors have been appreciated,
and the Lord has blessed the efforts made for the
advancement of the cause. The different branches
of the work have received attention. The home
and foreign mission work has not been forgotten by
the chuarches of this distriet. Their Christmas of-
ferings to the foreign missions amounted to $447.17.

Oue member was added to the church at Crotfon,
who was led to embrace present truth by reading.
There are no doubt many honest people living near
us who might be reached through the efforts of our
traet and missionary workers, if we all had more of
that love which moved Christ to come and dic for
a lost world. OQur late district guarterly meeting
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was held at Mt. Pleasant, with more interest than
usual. A larger majority of the membership of the
tract society reported than had done so for a long
time in the past. This is encouraging, but still
there is room for improvement. There were five
members added to the Mt Pleasant church af this
meeting ; and these, with four that were received a
few months before, make nine additions to this
church during the past fall and winter. "A ftract
and missionary society of twelve members has lately
been organized at Eddyville, Wapello Co.

Brom Jan. 26-31, I held meetings with the church
at Riverton, Freemont Co. Three intelligent per-
sons, heads of families, were added to this church.
As the result of meetings held in a neighborhood
near Riverton, a few are keeping the Sabbath, and
others are interested, and are reading on present
truth. The call for laborers was never so great as
now. C. A. WASHBURN.

Feb. 18.

INDIANA.

Avong THE CHURCHES.—Since our camp-meet-
ings in September and October, I have been
obliged, on account of failing health, to spend a
good deal of my time at home engagec. in physical
labor. I have, however, during this time spent
some time in labor with different churches not far
from my home. Thanks fo a health-reform diet
and plenty of physical exercise, I am now gaining
in health and strength.

I have visited Prairie Creek, Patricksburg, Dug-
ger, and Poseyville, besides spending the week of
prayer with the Farmersburg church. The Prairie
Creek church has been almost broken up by re-
movals, yet there are a few faithful ones there to
bear witness to the truth. At Patricksburg, which
is one of the oldest churches in the State, quite an
interest was aroused on the subject of religious
liberty, both in the church and the community.
I was much rejoiced to see my old neighbors and
friends manifest so much interest in this work.
As a result of the meetings, one brother started oat
and obtained fifty names to the remonstrance
against religious legislation in this country, in one
half-day.

At Dugger some had given up in discourage-
ment, and had ceased to keep the Sabbath; but
they were encouraged by the meetings held with
them to again begin its observance, and to start
anew in the work with a greater determination
than ever before. At Poseyville, Satan has been
at work with power, and had succeeded in bringing
strife and division into the church, until it seemed
as if it would be entirely broken up. Their meet-
ings had been discontinued entirely. But the
Lord, who will not allow the enemy always to tri-
umph, brought in a spirit of repentance and con-
fession, and many wrongs were made right. The
church will now hold regular meetings again.

From there I went to Terre Haute, and in com-
pany with Bro. 8. C. Sadler, succeeded in securing
a good home for a company of canvassers. We
hope that the prayers of our brethren will go up to
the throne of grace for the success of the work in
that city, and also that they will remember the
canvassers in a substantial way by sending them
provisions of different kinds,

In all things, I can say that the Lord is good, and
I feel more than ever determined fo give him my
best endeavors, hoping to be successful in gather-
ing a few sheaves for the heavenly garner.

D. H. OBERHOLTZER.

NEW YORK.

Syracuse, Puraski, Gewoa, Ero.—~Since my
last report I have visited and labored in connection
with these and other churches. An important
meeting was held at Syracuse Jan. 31 to Feb. 4, to
consider the work in our Conference, and to lay
plang for ecarrying it forward. We were favored
with the presence and counsel of brother and sister
White, and Bro. A. R. Henry, of Battle Creek, and
also of Eld. 8. H. Lane, who began his labors in this
Conference Jan. 18. Our leading ministers, the
Conference Committee, and several distriet direct-
ors were present, and we had a very profitable and
encouraging council, It was decided that the work
in Syracuse and Buffalo had been sufficiently de-
veloped so that continuous ministerial help is no
longer necessary; and hence they will simply share
with other churches such ministerial aid as can be
consistently supplied.

Eld. A. B. Place is now attending the institute
at Battle Creek, to qualify himself for the work

| this time, and ordained.

more thoroughly, especially that part which will cn-
able him to expose the fallacies and wiclkedness
of the National Reform movement and religious
legislation. He expects to return to New York
State in April to help push the work. Eld. 8. H.
Lane and myself have begun labor among our
churches in Central, Hastern, and Northern New
York, to encourage and build them up, and to give
instruction not only to church officers in their
duties, but to all our people, that they may be-
come intelligent workers with the petitions. We
shall also make it a point to secure canvassers for
the Sentinel and other publications, and shall labor
to organize our churches more fully and efficiently
for successful work in giving the message. Tld.
H. B. Robinson will do a similar work among the
churches of Western New York. This work in the
churches will probably continue till our camp-meet-
ing, which we expect-will be held in June, at Rome,
N. Y.

Lectures on religious liberty will also be given
in connection with this work wherever the way
opens. We trust that our people will be wide awake
upon this subject, and notify us of all good open-
ings, so that we may provide for filling them af the
earliest date consistent with other plans and ap-
pointments.

The meetings already held have been very en-
couraging and profitable seasons, and we trust will
prove a permanent benefit. Eld. Lane and myself
unite our labors when visiting the principal churches
and attending the most important meetings, and
then separate when we visit places where less is
at stake. We expect either separately or together
to visit the following places, in about the order
named : Mannsville, Adams Center, Watertown,
Roosevelt, South West Oswego, Utica, Newburgh,
Rome, Brookfield, Frankfort, Middle Grove, North
Creek ; then the churches in Northern New York.

M. H. Brown.

WISCONSIN.

Moxror, LroN, HuNxprED MiLe GROVE, ETC.—
Jan. 5 and 6, I was at Monroe. The work there
is moving along as well as could be expected, all
things considered. Those who have lately em-
braced the truth are all firm. The result of the
tent-effort has been to bring spiritual life and vital-
ity into the church; new activity hag also sprung
up in the Sabbath-school, and the tract and mission-
ary work is receiving more attention.
has done much for this church ; and if the brethren
will now consecrate themselves anew to the work of
God, success will crown their efforts, and much
good will be done. We know of no better field in

which to do missionary work, than in the vicinity -

of this church.

The 12th and 13th, I was at Leon. Here we had
good meetings. The inferest has been growing in
this church. They have repaired their house of
worship by re-plastering, and putting in an entry,
which has added very much to its appearance and
convenience. It was thought best at one time to
move the church to Sparta, but the interest there
did not prove to be what was expected, so the change
was not made. The 19th and 20th, in company
with Bro. Snow, I went to Hundred Mile Grove.
This was at one time one of the strongest churches
in the Btate. Butmany have moved to other States,
some have given up the truth, and others have been
taken away by death. Those that remain are try-
ing to advance with the work. The ordinances
were celebrated, it not having been done before
since the death of Hld. N. M. Jordan, who was
their elder. An elder and deacon were elected at
The brethren have organ-
ized themselves into a canvassing company, with a
contract to canvass for ¢ Bible Readings for the
Home Circle.” Quite a number of books have been
sold. The subject of National Reform was consid-
ered at each of these places. The circulaiion of the
petitions against the Blair bill has created an inter-
est among our brethren not before seen. We hope
to see many go over the same ground canvassing
for the Sentinel. We feel confident that if this is
done, many will subseribe.

The 26th and 27th, I was at Milwaukce. Here
the work is steadily moving forward, Several have
embraced the truth through the efforts of the mis-
sion workers, and others with whom readings are
heing held are deeply interested. The Lord has
greatly blessed the work in this city. As soon as
the institute closes, we expect to have more workers
in the mission, and hope to see the good work go on.
Feb. 2, 3, I was at Madison. But very little has

. been done here in a public way to advance the in-

The Lord |

terests of the work, yet it is moving on. TFive have

united with the church this winter. The work of

circulating the petitions was entered into with much

interest. Many of the leading men in the State

signed them freely, and expressed themselves as
glad to do so. The week of prayer here, as well as

at other places, was a rich blessing to the cause.

Wherever our brethren felt the necessity of this

work, and tried to draw nigh to God by confession,

and putting away sins, and seeking him in earnest

prayer, he came very near, and a good work was

done. Confesgions were made, wrongs were righted,

and we believe the churches are in a much better
condition than they were before. Several have writ-
ten that there is a better interest in their meetings,

also in the Sabbath-school and tract and missionary
work. Where weekly missionary meetings are held,

much more work is done. There ncver was a bet-
ter opportunity for those who desire to do some-
thing in the work than at the present time.

A. J. BreEp.

WORK WITH THE PETITIONS IN AUSTIN,
TEXAS,

Prruars the brethren and sisters of the State
-would like to hear of the work at this place, so I
give a few items concerning it. The work of tak-
ing signatures to the'petitions was confined largely
among the influential citizens of the city, and the
State, county, and city officials, and so not as many
were obtained during the time devoted to it, as
could have been by taking names promiscuously.
Still a good list was procured.

Many encouraging errcumstances appeared in
connection with the work here. Several articles
were sent to different papers for publication, and
some of them were published, and eame to my
notice. The favorable notices in the papers are
a great help to us, as many people look to them for
the agitation of all important questions. One
editor, a German of much influenge among his
people, and a former member of the legislature,
who has been reading the American Sentinel, and
who knew all about the Blair bills, took a special
interest in my work, and made a strong plea through
his paper for the people to sign the petitions, and
he finally hired a gentleman to visit the Germans of
the city with it. With his aid, I sent up consider-
ably over a thousand names while at Austin. He
has received many applications from other places
for blank petitions, and they were furnished him to
forward to the applicants. He thinks he can guar-
antee about 3,000 names. An editor at Waco also
took some blanks to be filled.

Many of the names obtained are among the lead-
ing men of the State. Of the 148 members of the
legislature, only eight refused to sign it. Also
nearly all the heads, assistants, and clerks of the
different departments, suech as the State Treasurer,
Comptroller, Secretary of State, Land Commis-
sioner, Commissioner of Agriculture, History, and
Statistics, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Adjutant General, State Librarian, ete., with most
of their clerks. The Governor refused to sign it,
though I think he indorses its sentiments, but
thought it unnecegsary to sign it, as he doubtless
believed such a bill could never pass, and he did
not wish to offend others by so doing. Two ex-
governors signed it, however, and were glad of the
opportunity. One of them, Gov. Roberts, is pro-
fessor of law in the State University, and he mani-
fested such an interest in it that I asked him if T
might deliver a lecture on the subject to his law
class in his room, and get their signatures. He
said he was sorry that the rules of the institution
forbade it, but that I could do so at their mess, or
club, rooms, where they boarded together.

One peculiar thing in connection with the work
was the way in which the Catholics took hold of it.
I thought I would go to see the leading priest of
the eity, hardly having the faith to expect his sig-
nature, however, but thinking he could do nothing
more than to refuse, anyway. But instead of {hat,
he not only signed it himself, but told me to come
to his church the next Sunday, and he would speak
of it to his congregation, and request them to sign
it. He did as he promised, and many signed it on
the spot. I think now I can understand why they
did this. The Catholic papers have been discuss-
ing the Blair Educational Amendment, and are un-
compromisingly opposed to it, from the fact that
they know their religion would not be the one to be
taught under its provisions. Hence, as soon as the
priest learned that I had a protest.against it, he did
not hesitate to sign it, although it protests against
Sunday legislation also. But he and his people
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seemed to overlook this altogether;
probably thought they would prefer seeing the
whole thing defeated, rather than have the Amend-
ment pass. :

One point that T worked for all the time, was to
. get the names of prominent church members and
mlmsters so as to make the work reputable among
the people at other places. Tour Protestant minis-
ters signed if, two of them being the chaplains of
the Senate and House of Representatives ; and on
my leaving, the former voluntarily gave me a letter of
commendatlon to the public.

W. A" Mo-CuTcHEN.

IN' BATTLE CREEX, MICH.

I Am thankful to God for the privilege of spend-
ing a short time here in Battle Creek. I behold
greatly increased facilities and improved methods
in every department, and it all speaks for the rapld
advancement of the truth. How glad I am that in
my lonely isolation, I have never been left to cast
away confidence in the present truth. It seems
brighter and clearer than cver before. T have been
chastened, but notdiscouraged ; cast down, but not
destroyed. And I trust that the hard times of these
years of chastening will work in me the peaceable
fruits of righteousness. By God’s grace I hope to
bear some humble part in the closmfr work and so
to redeem the time that I may at last have a place
with the people of God. M. E. CorNELL.

ARKANSAS TRACT SOCIETY.

Report for Quarter Endmg Sept. 30, 1888

No. of members. . 120
« « added.. s 3
o “ dlopped.................... 't
<« reportsreturned............. ..ol 64
<« letters written............ . . 0. 94
““ “« received...... ... ... il 27
< missionary visits .......... . o il 485
< Bible readings held.................. . 159
‘¢ persons attendmg readings. . . e 331
¢« gubscriptions obtained for penodmals. N 9
<« periodicals distributed................ » 1,080
< pp. publications distributed............ 43,382

Cash received on T. and M. fund, $249.88; on fourth-
Sabbath donations, $4.75 ; on first-day offerings, $16.20;
“on other funds, $87.50. W. G. Smars, Sec.

Sperial Jlofices.

CORRECTION.

Tar appointment’ of Bro. W. W. Sharp for
««Majden Brook,” March 29-31, in Review of
Feb. 19, was intended as an appointment for
Maiden Rock.

CEDAR LAKE, MICH.

Troe appointment for the general meeting at
Cedar Lake, Mich., March 14-18, is hereby taken
up. Other urgent work seemed to demand that
this should be done. 1. D. Van Horw.

TO CANVASSERS IN IOWA.

I seE from orders sent in for books and outfits
with which to canvas, that some of our brethren
and sisters have been selling our subscription books
without having tetritory given them. We are
anxious for all to canvass who will; but territory
should be assigned to all, so that we may know
. Where the State has been ca,nvassed and where not
; and also that no one shall intrude on another’s ter-

{ ritory. Make your choice of ferritory known to

me, and T will be glad to assign it to you if it has
' not already been taken. All know that we must
. protect the territory for our companies; for they
' must support themselves from the canvassing work,
and we want to be sure and not put a company of
canvassers where the counfry has been run over.
Write me for territory ; but for canvassers outfits,
.address L. T. Nicola, 603 H. 12th St., Des Moines,
Towa.

We have at present a much larger corps of can-
vassers than ever before at this time of year, and
they arc sclhng a great many books. The amount
of good thus done cannot be estimated. The com-
pany plan has proved very successful. We have
a number of good companies now at work, and ex-
pect to start others soon. We are working mostly
with ¢ Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation,”

or if not, they |

««Bible Readings for the Home Circle,” and ¢« Great
Controversy.” The ¢¢Bible Readings” is a new
book, but we find it the best selling book we have
ever had. There are at present about twenty can-
vassers selling that book in thlS State, with remark.
able success.

It has been proved by past expemence that our
young people and those with small families can,
if diligent, make a living by, canvagsing, and at
the same time help carry the last message of mercy
to the world. 1t is one of the best ways in which
to warn the people; and why cannot we have a
great many more to help us in this work? Why
not engage in this, instead of making arrangements

for some other work for the summer ? I hope to
hear from a number soon. Address me at Knox-
ville, Towa. W. R. Surrn.

Thy Sabbatly=Srhool.

“The entrance of thy words giveth light.”—Ps, 119:130.

CONDUCTED BY L. A, SMITH, G, W, MORSE, AND W. A. COLCORD.,

OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY.

LESSON 11.—THE GIVING OF THE LAW,
(Sabbath, March 16, 1889.)

INTRODUCTION.—Leaving Rephidim, the scene of their encounter
with the Amalekites, the Israelites came to the desert of Sinai, distant
from the former place about one day’s journey. Soon after their ar-
rival here, occurred one of the most memorable events of the earth’s
history; namely, the procleamation by the voice of God of his divine
law, which it is the purpose of this lesson to consider.

Questions, with Scripture Texts, Notes, and
Comments.

1. How long was it after the children of Israel
left Egypt, untel they came to Sinai?

¢“In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone
forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. For they were departed from Rephidim,
and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the
wilderness; and there Israel camped hefore the mount.” Ex.
19:1, 2.

2. What did the Lord say he would do the therd
day afterward?

‘“And the Lord said unfo Moses, Go unto the people, and
sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their
clothes, and be ready against the third day: for the third day
the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon
mount Sinai.”” Verses 10, 11.

3. What precaution was taken to keep the people
Jrom touching the mount?

¢“ And thon shalt set bounds unto the people round about,
saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the
mount, or touch the border of it: whoscever toucheth the mount
shall be surely put to death.”” Verse 12.

The precise manner in which this instruction was car-
ried out is a matter of conjecture, yet it is not probable
that any visible boundary was constructed around the
mountain, beyond which the people might not pass.
This might bave been necessary had the approach to
Mt. Sinai been gradual, as is the case with most mount-
ains, but the mountain which there is the most reason
to suppose is identical with that from which the di-
vine law was spoken, rises so abruptly from the plain
that there is no difficulty in distinguishing between the

two.
4, What severe penalty was to follow any viola-
tion of this order?

‘¢ And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about,
saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the
mount, or touch the horder of it: whosoever toucheth the mount
shall be surely put to death. There shall not an hand touch it,
but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be
beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long,
they shall come up fo the mount.”” *‘And the Lord said unto
Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through
unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish.”” Verses
12, 18, 21.

5. With what words did Moses describe this set-
ting off of the mount?

¢¢ And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come up
to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds
about the mount, and sanctify it.”? Verse 23.

6. What other order indicated the solemmity of
what was about to be done?

““And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and
sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their
clothes,” ‘“And Moses went down from the mount unto the
people, and sanctified the people ; and they washed their clothes.’?
«“ And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify
themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them,’’ Verses
10, 14, 22.

V. What terrible things did the people hear on
the third day?

¢ And it came o pass on the third day in the mormng, that
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the
mount, and the voice of the frumpet exceeding loud; so that
all the people that was in the camp trembled.”’ Verse 16.
8. What caused this?

“ And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the

Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
“And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top
of the mount: and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the
mount; and Moses went up.’’ Vers/es 18, 20.

J For what purpose did the Lord come down
upon Sinai vn his terrible glory?

¢ Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with
them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true
laws, good statutes and commandments: and madest known
unto them thy boly Sabbath, and commandedst them precepts,
statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant.”” Neh.
9:18, 14

10. Who accompanied him?

““ And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from % \
Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he
came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a ?
fiery law for them.’’ Deut. 38:2.

¢ The chariots 0f God are twenty thousand, even thousands
of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy
place.”” Ps. 68:17.

From a comparison of these texts with Heb. 1:7, it
seems evident that the ¢¢firc”” in the midst of which God
is said to have descended, was an appearance due to the
thousands of the angelic host who accompanied him.
See also ‘“ Great Controversy,” Vol. 1, chap 10.

11, Of what was this giving of the law a mani-
JSestation?

‘“And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from
Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and be
came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went o
fiery law for them. Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are
in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall re-
ceive of thy words.” Deut. 83:8, 8.

12. Where do we find the low which the Lord
spoke from Sinai? Ex. 20:3-17.
13, Whatss the law called, which the Lovrd spoke?

‘* And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the fire:
¥e heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye
heard a voice. Amnd he declared unto you his covenant, which
he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and
he wrote them upon two tables of stone.”” Deut. 4:12, 18,

14, Did he speak anything besides the ten com-
mandments?

‘‘ These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the
mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.?’
Deut. 5:22.

15, As soon as he had spoken them, what did the

people say?

‘¢ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings,
and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and
when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. And
they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear:
but let not God speak with us, lest we die.”” Ex. 20:18, 19.

¢ And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which
voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be
spoken to them any more.”” Heb, 12:19.

16, What does Poul say of the awfulness of that
occasion?

““Tor they could not endure that which was commanded.
And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned,
or thrust through with a dart: and so terrible was the sight,
that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and qualke.”” Heb. 12: 20, 21.

17, Upon what did God write the ten command-

ments?

¢ And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded
you fo perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them
npon two tables of stone.”” Deut. 4:183.

t‘These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the
mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a-great voice: and he added no more. And he
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.”’
Deut. 5: 22,

18, When will the trump of God be heard again?

““For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”’ 1 Thess, 4:16.

¢ Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, in a moment, In the fwinkling of an
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
1 Cor. 15:51, 52.

19, When the voice of the Lord was heard at
Stnai, what took place?

¢ And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the
Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a
voice.”” Ex, 19:18, 19.

¢“The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of
God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the
God of Israel.’’ Ps 68:8.

20, What will take place when it is heard «t the
last day ?

‘“Whose voice then shook theearth: but nowbebathpromised,
saying, Yet once move I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven.”” Heb. 12: 26.

¢“The Lord also shall xoar out of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jderusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel.”? Joel 3:16.

On the purpose of the supernatural manifestations
which attended the giving of the law from Mt. Sinai,
Dr. Clarke makes this comment: < It was absolutely nec-
essary that God should give the people atl large some par-
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ticular evidence of his being and power, that they might
be saved from idolatry, to which they were most deplor-
ably prone ; and that they might the more readily credit
Moses, who was to be the constant mediator between
God and them. God, therefore, in his indescribable
majesty, descended on the mount; and by the thick,
dark cloud, the violent thunders, the vivid lightnings,
the long and loud blasts of the trumpet, the smoke en-
compassing the whole mountain, and the excessive earth-
quake, proclaimed his power, his glory, and his holiness;
so that the people, however unfaithful and disobedient
afterwards, never once doubted the Divine inlerference,
or suspected Moses of any cheat or imposture.”

The consideration of the subject of this lesson will be
quite sure to bring up again in the minds of many the
query, Who was it that spoke the ten commaundments
from the top of Mt. Sinai? Was it God in the person of
the Father, or of his Son? With reference to such a
query, it is perhaps sufficient to say that inasmuch as it is
not one which involves any vital point, or which any text
of Scripture directly answers, it is not worth while to
make it the subject of a lengthy discussion. The few
Scripture passages which refer directly to the occasion
seem to favor the generally accepted idea that the ten
commandments were spoken by the voice of the eternal
God himself. Compare Heb. 1:1, 2 with 12:25, 26.

CONCERNING THE DESIGN AND NECESSITY
OF THE MORAL LAW.

A this stage of our progress, it will be useful to re-
capitulate the conclusions at which we have arrived, and
thus make a point of rest from which to extend our ob-
servation farther into the plan of God for redeeming the
world. This review is the more appropriate as we have
arrived at a period in the history of God’s providence
with Israel, which presents them as a people prepared
(so far as imperfect material could be prepared) to re-
ceive that model which God might desire to Impress
upon the nation.

1. They were bound to each other by all the ties of
which human nature is susceptible, and thus rendered
compact and united, so that everything national, whether
in sentiment or practice, would be received and cherished
with unanimous, and fervent, and lasting attachment;
-and furthermore, by a long and rigorous bondage, they
had been rendered, for the time being at least, humble
and dependent. Thus they were disciplined by a course
of providences. adapted to fit them to receive instruc-
tion from their benefactor with a teachable and grateful
spirit.

2. Their minds were shaken off from idols; and Jeho-
vah, by a revelation made to them, seiting forth his
name and nature, had revealed himself as a divine being,
and by his works, had manifested his almighty power;
so that when their minds were disabused of wrong views
of the Godhead, an idea of the first, true and essential
nature of God was revealed to them ; and they were thus
prepared to receive a knowledge of the attributes of that
divine essence. .

3. They had been brought to contemplaie God as their
Protector and Saviour. Appeals the most affecting and
thrilling had been addressed to their affections; and they
were thus attached to God as their almighty, temporal
Saviour, by the ties of gratitude and love for the favor
which he had manifested to them.

4. When they had arrived on the farther shore of the

Red Sea, thus prepared to obey God and worship him.

with the heart, they were without laws either civil or
moral. As yet, they had never possessed any national
or social organization. They were therefore prepared to
recetve, without predilection or prejudice, that system
of moral instruction and civil polity which God might
reveal, as best adapted to promote the moral interests of
the nation.

From these conclusions we may extend our vision for-
ward Into the system of revelation. This series of prep-
. aratlions would certainly lead the mind to the expectation
that what was still wanting, and what they had been
thus miraculously prepared to receive, would be granted
—which was a knowledge of the moral characier of God,
and a moral law prescribing their duty to God and to
man, Without this, the plan that had been maturing
for generations, and had been carried forward thus far
by wonderful exhibitions of divine wisdom and power,
would be left unfinished, just at the point where the
finishing procéss was necessary.

But, besides the strong probability which the previous
preparation would produce, that there would be a revela-
tion of moral law, thore are distinct and econclusive

reasons, evineing its necessity. The whole experience
of the world has confirmed the fact, beyond the possibil-
ity of skepticism, that man cannot discover and establish
a perfect 1ule of human duty. Whatever may be said
of the many excellent maxims expressed by different in-
dividuals in different ages and nations, it is yet true that
no system of duty to God and man, in any wise consistent
with enlightened reason, has ever been established by
human wisdom, and sustained by Hiitftan sanctions; and
for reasopgs already stated, such a fact never .can occur.

But, it may be supposed that each man has, within
himself, sufficient light for reason, and sufficient admoni-
tion from conscience, to guide himself, as an individual,
in the path of truth and happiness. A single fact will
correct such a supposition. Conscience, the great arbiter
of the merit and demerit of haman conduct, has little
intuitive sense of right, and is not guided eniirely by
reason, but is governed in a great measure by what men
believe. Indeed, faith ig the Jegitimate regulator of the
conscience. If a man has correct views of duty to God
and men, he will have a correct conscience, but if he
can, by a wrong view of morals and of the character of
God, be induced to believe that theft, or murder, or any
vice, is right, his conscience will be corrupted by his
faith. When men are brought to believe, as they fre-
quently do believe in heathen countries, that it is right to
commit suicide, or infanticide, ag a religious duty, their
conscicnce condemns them if they do not perform the
act. Thus that power in the soul which pronounces

-upont the moral character of human conduct, is itself

dependent upon, and regulated by the faith of an indi-
vidunal. 1t Is appatrent, therefore, that the reception and
belief of a true rule of duty, accompanied with proper
sanctions, will alone form in man a proper conscience.
God has so constituted the soul that it is necessary, in
order to the regulation of its moral powers, that it should
have a rule of duty, revealed under the sanction of its
Maker's authority ; otherwise its high moral powers
would lie in dark and perpetual disorder.

Further; unless the human soul be an exception, God
governs all things by laws adapted to their proper nature.
The laws which govern the material world are sketched
in the books on natural science; such as gravitation, af-
finity, mathematical motion. Those laws by which the
irrational animal creation is controlled are usually called
ingtinets. Thejr operation and design are sketched, fo
some extent, in treatises upon the instincts of animals.
Such is the law which leads the beaver to build his dam,
and all other animals to pursue some particular habits
instead of others. All beavers, from the first one created
to the present time, have been instinctively led to build a
dam in the same manner, and so their instinct will lead
them to build till the end of time. The law which
drives them to the act is as necessitating as the law
which causes the smoke to rise upwards. Nothing in
the universe of God,: animate or inanimate, is left with-
out the government of appropriate law, unless that thing
be the noblest creature of God—the human gpirit. To
suppose, therefore, that the human soul ig thus left un-
guided by a revealed rule of conduct, is to suppose that
God cares for the less and not the greater—to suppose
that he would constitute the moral powers of the soul so
that a law was necessary for their guidance, and then
reveal none—to suppose, especially in the case of the
Israelites, that he would prepare a people to receive,
and obey with a proper spirit, this necessary rule of duty,
and yet give no rule. Bui, to suppose these things
would be absurd; it follows, therefore, that God would
reveal to the Israelites a law for the regulation of their
conduct in morals and religion.

But, physical law or necessitating instinet would not
be adapted in its nature to the government of & rational
and moral being. The application of either to the soul
would destroy its free agency. God has made man in-
telligent, and thereby adapted his nature to a rule which
he understands. Man has a will and a conscience; but
he must understand the rule in order to will obedience,
and he must believe the sanction by which the law is
maintained, before he can feel the obligation upon his
conscience. A law, thercfore, adapted to man’s nature,
must be addressed lo the understanding—sanctioned by
suitable authority; and enforced by adequate penalties.

In accordance with these legitimate deductions, God
gave the Israelites a-rule of life—the moral law-—suc-
cinctly comprechended in the ten commandments. And
as affectionate obedience is the only proper obedience,
he coupled the facts which were fitted to produce affec-
tion with the command to obey; saying, ‘I am Jeho-
vah, thy God, which have brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage "—+therefore,
love me and keep my commandments.—Philosophy of the
P an of Salvation,

Fewg of thy Week.

FOR WEEE ENDING FEB. 23.
DOMESTIC.

—A slight shock of earthquake was felt Tucsday at
a number of towns in Indiana. Windows rattled, and
a rumbling sound was heard.

—The city council of Charleston, S. C., has ordered
all bar-rooms to be closed in that city from 12 o’clock
8aturday night to the same hour on Sunday night.

— News has been received from Missoula, Montana,
that the Flathead Indians are on the war-path, and set-
tlers in the Flathead Lake Valley are in great danger.

—Both houses of the Arizona Legislature Friday passed
the bill making train-robbing in the Territory a capital
crime. The bill, having been signed by the Governor,
becomes a law.

—f8ince Chinese immigration has been prohibited, the
Chinese laundrymen of California have combined to ad-
vance the price of washing, no longer fearing competi-
tion from their countrymen.

—1It is reported that 400 seftlers on what is known as
the Litchfield River Land Estate, in Iown, are to be
evicted during the first week in March. Much excite-
ment prevails among the setilers.

—Twelve months ago there were scarcely twenty elec-
tric roads in operation in this country, and about as many
more projected. “Now,” says the Hlectrical World,
“there are over fifty roads, and nearly seventy more are
building or under contract.”

—At Plymouth, Pa., John Powell’s squib manufac-
tory was wrecked by two cxplosions. The employes
were eating luncheon at the time, and eleven young
women and one man were killed, the bodies being
mangled and charred in a shocking manner.

—About fifty newspaper editors and publishers met
Tuesday at Harrisburg, Pa., and framed a law on libel,
which they will present to the legislature for action.
One clause provides that a newspaper shall be given a
chance to retract any article regarded as libelous before
action against it is brought or maintained.

—The House bill providing for the taking of the
eleventh census has been passed by the Senate, and it is
probable that the measure will be approved by the Pres-
ident without delay. The schedules of inquiries are to
be the same as those of the tenth census, with such
changes of subject-matter and modifications as may be
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. An increase
of about thirty per cent over the population in 1880 may
be reasonably looked for in 1890.

—The bill incorporating the Nicaragua Canal Com-
pany, after passing both houses of Congress, has now be-
come 3 law, through the signature of the Pregident. The
Dbill authorizes the incorporators to construct, equip, and
operate g ship canal, either entirely through the territory
of Nicaragua, or in part through the territory of Costa
Rica, and otherwise to exercise such powers as have
been conferred upon the Nicaragua Caual Association.
The company is to have a capital stock of $100, 000,000,
and is authorized to increase it to $200,000,000.

—-An important meeting was held a few days ago at
Philadelphia by the leaders of the labor organizations.
The object of the meeting was to unite the interests of
all organized labor. A resolution was unanimously
adopted to this end. One sentence of the resolution
states that the time has come when the trade unions,
knights of labor, and all others, should clasp hands and
march together for the advancement of the work-
ing classes. Mr. Powderly was instrumental in get-
ting & committee appointed to prepare an address for
distribution throughout the country favoring such a
movement.

—Times have changed very considerably in Arkansas
since thirty years ago. At that time negroes were put
up there and sold at auction to the whites. Now white
men ave put up and auctioned off to the negroes. This
was the cxperience of J. M. Chatworthy, of Helena,
who was fined fifty dollars for drawing a pistol on a
negro; and not having the money to pay, he was put up
at auction Tuesday, Fcb. 19, by the negro constable, in
accordance with the law there in force, which provides
that the debtor shall be kept by the purchaser the num-
ber of days required to pay the fine at seventy-five cents
per day. In this case seventy-two days’ service will be
required.

—DBoth branches of Congress, on Feb. 20, agreed to
the favorable report of their conferrees on the Territorial
bill admitting the fonr Territories of Montana, North
Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington to the sisterhood
of States. On Washington’s birthday President Cleve-
land affixed his signature to the bill. Under the provis-
ions of the bil}, the delegates to the conventions in each
of the proposed new States are to be clected on the Tues-
day after the first Monday in May next, and arc to meet
on July 4. It is made the duty of the President to ad-
mit the four new States by proclamation, if the Constitu-
tions formed are ratified at an election to be held on the
first Tuesday in October. Each of the new States is to
be entitled to one representative in Congress, except
South Dakota, which is to be entitled to two,
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—The furnace men of the Tennessee Coal, Iron, and
Railway Company at South Pittsburg, Tenn., have struck |
against a reduction of ten per cent in their wages, Over
2,000 men are out of employment,

—Bome time ago several cattle belongin:g to a farmer
named BSutton, in White River Township, Ind., were
bitten by a mad dog, and later attacked with rabbies.
They were killed and their bodies burned, but be-
fore they were cntirely consumed, the dogs in the viein-
ity had a feast. Now nearly every dog in the neighbor-
hood is showing signs of hydrophobia, and they are being
slaughtered rapidly. :

. . -~

FOREIGN.

. —A new French cabinet has been formed, with
M. Tirard at its head.

—1It ig announced that a copyright bill will be intro-
duced in the Dominion Parliament that will tend to ex-
clude American works. :

- —Hippolyte, the Haytien rebel, who was reported to
have been killed some weeks ago, ig said by passengers
on the steamer ¢ Kongalf,”” which arrived at New York
Monday, to be still alive. !

~—Near St. George, Ontario, Wednesday evening, three
cars of the St. Louis express train fell througb a bridge
100 feet in height. Eight persons were Killed and
twenty-six wounded. Some of the latter are not ex-
pected to survive.

—Herman Kempingki, a naturalized citizen of the
United States, has been recently arrested in Russia, and
sentenced to Siberia for alleged treasonable utterances
against the Russian Government, and evading the mili-
tary service required. The case will be laid before the
authorities in Washington.

—The cclebrated case of the London Témes against
‘the Irish leader, Mr. Parnell, and the Irish National
League, in which the former endeavored to prove the ex-
istence of a conspiracy on the part of the latier against
the Government, seems to have been completely broken
down by the exposure of forgery and perjury on the part
of the 7%mes principal witness, Richard Piggott, under
cross-examination in the court-room in London, Feh, 21,
22. Immediately after this, the witness fled, and is sup-
posed to have committed suicide in Madrid.

RELIGIOUS.

—The legislature of Arkansas has passed a memorial
to Congress, asking the defeat of the Blair Sunday bill.

~—The Pennsylvania Railroad has resolved to discon-
tinue on its lines all Sunday freight-trains except those
containing live stock or perishable merchandise.

-—A bill was introduced into the Senate of Colorado,
on February 11, to exempt persons from liability, under
the State Sunday law, who recognize another day as the
Sabbath.

—Cardinal Gibbons and the American bishops have
written the pope that 8,000,000 has been collected for
the Roman Catholic university to be located at Wash-
ington, D. C.

~—There are now in the United States and Canada
about 140,000 Sunday-schools, with nearly 1,300,000
teachers, and about 10,000,000 pupils who are using
the International lessons.

—A mectling wag held February 16, in Savannab, Ga.,
under the auspices of the Evangelical Alliance, with
reference to the Sunday-rest question. Petitions were
cireulated for signatures to secure the passage of laws
< for the protection of the Sabbath.”

—TIt is said that thé pope is so well satisfied with the
designs for a colossal statute of bimself that bhe bas
ordered a copy of the original, which is to be placed in
the Vatican museum, and several reduced copies, one of

“ which is to be erected in bis native town, Carpineto.

—A weglthy man, whose identity is not disclosed, bas
subsecribed $300,000 for the cstablishment of a Christian
university at Nankin, China. Mr. Arthington, of Leeds,
England, has offered $75,000 for the beginning of mis-
sion work among the Indian tribes in the valley of the
Amazon. .

—The National Reform Association will celebrate its
quarter-centennial with a National Conference in con-
neetion with its annual meeting in Pittsburgh, April
2825, Right scssions will' be held. Delegates are in-
vited from all W. C. T. U. .organizations, Sabbath As-
sociations and committees, Y. M. C. Associations, etc.

—Thete are some opposers of the prospective National
Sunday law who ean render their most effective aid to
the opposition by keeping still. An example of this

. class is Paul Grotikau, the anarchist agitator of Chicago,
.who rccently delivered a violent address in that city, de-
nouncing the legislation contemplated in the Blair Sun-
day-rest bill. .

—The tendency of the Anglican ritualists toward
Oatholicism is excmplified in a noteworthy manner by
the ercction in St. Pauls Cathedral, London, of a paint-
ing of the ¢*Blessed Virgin Mary;” as also by the erection
at Brighton Beach of two memorial windows to Bishop
Fisher and Chancellor Thomas Moore, the martyrs of the
Anglican ‘- Reformation.”

-—The Czar bas, during the past five years, devoted a
sum of at least £60,000 to the ercction of a beautiful
church at Jerusalem, not far from the Holy Places, as a
memorial to bis mother. His brothers bave provided the
rich fittings and furniture between them, and the church,
which was consecrated by Mgr. Nikodim, Patriarch of
Jerusalem, will become a fresh gathering-place for Rus-
sian pilgrims to the Holy City.

—The Independent gives a chapter of what it calls
““Sectarian Appropriations,” which were made last year
in the city of New York. The total amount appropri-
ated during the year to the charitable and benevolent in-
stittifions was $1,142,282.61. The non-sectarian, pri-
vate and public institutions received $510,092.88. The
sectarian institutions received a larger sum than the non-
sectarian ; to wit, $6382,130.28. The Roman Catholic
institutions received the large sum of $540,825.60.

—A determined movement is on foot in Cincinnati to
close the theaters and liquor shops on Sunday. A com-
mittee of five hundred has been formed for the purpose
of enforcing the laws against violation of the ¢ Sab-
bath,” and securing legislation reforming the present
system of impaneling juries for the trial of offenders
against the Sunday laws. The «committee disclaim any
intention of entering politics, but will merely assist in
the election of such candidates on the tickets of the reg-
ular parties as will pledge themselves to the securing of
a better observance of the ¢“Sabbath,” particularly by
closing places of amusement on that day.

Appoinfoents,

“ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature,”—Mark 18: 15, .

A GENERAL meeting for the State of Illinois will be
held in the new mission building, 26 and 28 College
Place, Chicago, Ill., beginning Thursday evening, March
28, and continuing ten days, closing Monday, April 8.
Bro. W. C. White, sister White, and ¥ld. A. T.
Jones will be present to take charge of the services, and
give the much-needed and important instruction de-
manded at this time. It is expected that the new cen-
tral Bible-school building will be dedicated at the close
of the meeting. It is recommended that each church
in the State be represented by chosen delegates at this
important meeting. We shall write a letter to the
churches, giving further particulars and instructions.

R. M. KirLcorg, for ConNF. Com.

ProvIDENCE permitting, I will hold meetings in Indi-
ang as follows :—

Noblegville, March 7
Arcadia, s 8-10
Kokomo, . 11
‘West Liberty, ,,  12-14
Bunker Hill, ys 15-17
Peru, s 18
Logansport, »s 19
Kewanna, ., 22-24
Rochester, s 20
Plymouth, 5s 26
Bourbon, ' 27
‘Walkerton, ss 28
North Liberty, s 26-81

‘We hope to meet as many as possible of our brethren
and sisters at these places. F. D. Starr.

° ADDRESS.

My permanent address is now 105 Lloyd 8t., Milwaukee,
Wis. 8. 8. SEROCK.

LABOR BUREAT.
Help Wanted.

Farm hand—J. C, Clemens, Hopkins Station, Allegan Co.,
Mich.

Employment Wanted.

. Farm hand. R. G. Stambach, Frontier, Hillsdale Co., Mich.

IrisH.—Mary 8. Adams, wife of George Irish .(deceased),
died of consumption, af the home of her daughter, in Centralia,
1L, Feb. 1, 1889, aged sixty-five years. She was a life-long
Christian, and died in the full hope of immortality beyond the
tomb. Her remains were carried to her old home in West Gen-
esee, Allegany Co., N. Y., and interred beside those of her hus-
band, who died eight months before her. She was a member
of the Third Seventh-day Baptist church of Genesee. She was
an earnest advoeate of the truths of the third angel’s message,
though a member of the 8. D. B. church. N. W, IrrsH,

FowLnr.—Dled in Springwater, Waushara Co., Wis., Dec.
10, 1888, Sarah J., wife of ¥. M. Fowler, in the fifty-sixth year
of her age. Sister Fowler was born in the State of Ohio, Sept.
14, 1833, and with her parents, John and Pheebe Littlefield, re-
moved to Wisconsin in 1850. She, with her hushand, embraced
the third angel’s message in 1874. She joined the Fremont
church, of which she remained a member until her death.
Words of hope and comfort were spoken to a large and appre-
clative congregation, from Job 14:14. May her husband and
five children be prepared to meet her in the resurrection morn.

P. H. Capr.

PurNaM.—Died of consumption, at the home of his father.
W. W. Putnam, at Battle Creek, Mich., Feb. 14, 1889, W, F.
Putnam, aged forty-seven years. Deceased was born in New
Vincyard, Maine, Jan. 10, 1842. At the age of seven he was left
without & mother’s care. 'When sixteen years of age, he pro-
fessed religion, was baptized, and united with the Free-will Bap-
tist Church. At the age of nincteen, he, with two older broth-
ers, responded to the call of President Lineoln for 75,000 men,
and served through the entire war. Afterward he married, and
settled in Holbrook, Mass. There being no Free-will Baptist
church in that place, he united with the Methodists, where he
retained a membership until he embraced the third angel’s mes-
sage last summer. THe came to Battle Creek last spring, where,
on examination, it was found that eonsumption had marked him
for its victim. While here, he began the observance of the sey-
enth-day Sabbath, and after a stay of three months, returned to
his home. In January his father removed him to Battle Creek.
Two weeks after his arrival, he closed his eyes in death, leaving
an assurance that he died at peace with God and all men. He
leaves a wife, one son, a father, and two brothers to mourn his
loss. 'The funeral services were conducted by Eid. U. Smith,

W. W. PurNaM.

Travelers” Guide,

Z .

Mion1GAN CENTRAL Nuw CANTILEVER BRIDGE, N1AGARA FALLS.

MICHIGAN (CENIRAL

¢ The Niggara Falls Route.”

Day N.¥Y. Atlantic} Night Kal, Local

EAST. Mail. Express.| Express, Expl?es]ﬁ. Exp%ess. Accom'n Pn.gsc':r.

STATIONS,
Chicago........;am 5.00iam 9.00pmd3.10|pmd10.10ipm d9.10|pnx 4.40
Michigan City 7.23 11.0 4.54/am 12.23| 11.2% 6.01
Niles..... . 8.87(pm 12,19 5.49] 1.5J) am 12,5 8.2
Ralamazoo....| 10260 140  6.58 325 2.2fei 0 Wom 5.0
Battle Creek... 11.35 2.18 7.83 4.25 3.15 7.831 6.25
Jackson........|pm 1.20] 16 8.49 6.15 4.45 9.85 8.20
Ann Arbor..... 2,49 .81 941 7.60 6.00] 10,
Detroit... 4.19 6.450 1045 9.20 7.80]  11.6G
Buffalo... am 3.35:am 6.16lpm 4.55] rm 8.05
Rocheste: 50| 9.15) 8.00 11.4
Syracuse . 88 11.350  10.13 am 2.15
New York pm 7.00{pm 8.5¢lam 7.2 11,
Boston... . 16.00 10.50 9..5 pm 2.60

W i D Chicago | Pacific | Bvening} Xal. Tocal

BEST. Mail. Expé:‘{ss. l‘:x‘iln-egs Ex?}re;s. Iv‘,‘)’(epl;'z;& Acc%m’n Pn.:s}'lgr.

STATIONS.
Boston... . am 8.80/pm 3 00|pm 9.15]
New York 10.30; 6.00 11.30
Syracuse. . pm 7.40jam 2.10)am 9.03
Rochester. .... .58 4.201  11.30)
Buffalo... m12.15] 6.15/pm 1.30
Detroit... am 7.80 9 Liipmdl.20| &0, 15/pmd3.00|pm 4.00(
Ann Arbo . 8.5)  10.40 2.24]  1L.85 B.16 6.4)
Jackson....... 16,130 11.45 3.27lam 12.54)  10.55 7.Dlam 6.25
Battle Creek .. |pm 12.09lpm 1,16 4,38 2.15lam 12.27 " 32: 7.65
Kalamazoo,...| 12.50] 1.65  6.15 807 1.2 §m§4;4§ 8.40
Niles,... ...... 2.21 3.20 6.27 4,92 8.07 6.4
Michigan Qity 3.48 4,35 7.32 65.43 4,52 8.03

hicago... .. ... 6.10 6.40 4. 80, 7.45 7.00f  10.20

0. W. RugaLes, 0. E. Jones,

General Pass. & Ticket Agent, Chicago. Tlcket Agent, Battle Creek.

Dbituary Jlofices.

** Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.”—
Rev, 14:13, E .

SriLgoN.—Died at Montezuma, Yowa, Feb. 19, 1889, Bro.
Beman W. Stilson, aged 64 years and 11 months. Bro. Stilson
was born at Owego, N. Y. At the age of fourteen years he
gave his heart fully to God, was baptized and united with the
Baptist church at Owego. Helived some years in Potter County,
Pa. In 1862 he moved to Montezuma, Yowa, and united with
the Baptist church at Grinnell. In 1865 he moved to Wright
County, Ia., and was there ordained a Baptist clder. He after-
ward spent a few years in Virginia, where he preached some.
He accepted the present truth at Montezuma in 1881, and up
to the time of his death was elder of the 8. D. A. church at that
place. He was twice married, and was the father of eleven
children, seven of whom, together with his companion, survive
to mourn their loss. Bro. Stilson will be sadly missed by the
little company at Montezuma. The funeral services were eon-
ducted by the writer, at the Methodist Protestant church at
Montezuma, T. F. CrANE.

CHICAGO AND GRAND TRUNK R. R.

Time Table, in effect Dec. 2, 1888.

GOING WEST, GOING EAST.
Ghizo o 3y Y Pacho (B, Cn STATIONS.
e sl o e Bama Mait | Jtd (44000 { gon, (11T
Jam jam [pm | poe Doy, Arr.
.| 5.65 7.25) 7.55( 4.0, Port Huron ..... 18% %_?5 ?%
.17.28/ 8211 9.311 6.40 .Lapeer, - I8 4011 58] 6 17
7| 8708] 953110 - 1y[ 6:20; . Fling. - | 1.55011.27 6 40[.
.18 .48 9.8510 28! 7.15 Durand ~ 1 7715/10.58] 6 031"
10.00(1).30112.(0) 8.26 e ansing 1520110071 4.00)
..... 10.57131.00112 7501 9.081. 72" Cherlotse....... | 44319 31| 895"
a m11.80 {145 1.15/10.05 A}“‘""E CREEK 8 45| 8.65| 2.5/,
6.30f am (12,05 1.20| pm |D 3.40)] 8150} 2.30)"
115 |12.50| 2" jemm]| ..., Vicksburg ...... | 352 8711|144,
725 e 1.00(42 82| V. 1. Schooloraft 2.40(...;.[ 1°83(;
8.13( syx.| 1.50] 3.19] Ace. Cassopolis, 1.5007 %6112 45]"
8.5 rass| 2 90| 4 .07} 1.05| 6.60/12.¢0].
Balrm i 0 el b
. K £OL 6.55 . Valparai: .. (11401 5,800 80
A2401).00| 625 .10 9.43, 111 Caleagoror. 1 o giggllgifg %
pmjam | pm !} am amlA .lam i pmipm {pm | pm

i8tops only on signal. Where no time is given, train does not stop,
Trains run by Central Standard Time.
Valparaisv Accommodation, Battle Creek Passenger, Chicago Passen-
ger, Pt, Huron Passenger, and Mail trains, daily except Sunday.
Pacific. Limited, Day, and Atlantic Expresses, daily.
Sunday Passenger, Sunday only.
GEQ B. REEVE, W, J. S¥TUER,
Tragic Hanager, Feoeral lfwnager
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Many friends throughout the country have our
thanks for the pains they have taken in sending us
copies of papers referring to the Blair Sunday Bill
and Religious Amendment. We note with pleasure
the fact that they are almost unanimous in their
condemnation of both measures. All such papers
are preserved, and filed away for future reference.

Wz are happy to correct a mistake which oc-
curred in last week’s issue, relative to the namber of
signatures obtained to our petitions. Since that
issue went to press, we have learned that Iowa afid
several New England States forwarded their peti-
tions direct to Washington, so that the number was
not obtained till afterward at this Office. Counting
in these signatures,—25,000 from Iowa and 4,000
from New England,——the total is brought up to
260,000, instead of 230,000, as reported last week.

Ir is prophesied by the Better Way, a Spiritual-
ist organ, that within twelve months there will be
such a revival of Spiritualism as the world never
saw or dreamed of. The Banner of Light concurs
with this prediction, and adds that ¢ it is highly
desirable that the Spiritualists of the United States
concentrate their forces by joining the ¢ American
Spiritual Alliance,” whose head-quarters are New
York City. The time has come for action. Our
enemies are extremely active in their endeavors to
crush out mediumship, and cast obloguy upon our
cause. Branch associations should be inangurated
at once all over the country.”

Whether this revival takes place in the time
specified or not, it is sure to come sometime, and
at no very distant day. The word of God declares
that it will be so.

Tz staid and conservative city of London, Eng.,
is shocked from center to circumference by the in-
troduction of an American innovation in the shape
of the Sunday newspaper. The New York Herald
has for some time issued a Paris edition, and has
now gone across the channel and appeared in the
English metropolis, announcing a London edition

to appear seven days in the week. The new enter-
prise is furiously denounced by prominent men like
Mr. Bradlaugh and the Archbishop of Canterbury,
whose denunciations would, however, have a little

| more weight and?a great deal more consistency,

were it not true that about 2,000,000 of the inhabi-
tants of London are beyond the reach of any of the
city pulpits, and that the British Government al-
lows, without protest, other transactions on the
first day of the week which are fully as great a
violation of its alleged sacredness as is the publi-
cation of the Sunday Herald.

Tue Christian Register, a Boston journal, re-
cently addressed a number of prominent men with
a view to obtaining their opinion on the question,
¢ Camx morality be taught in the public schools
without sectarianism ?”’ The following is the re-
ply of President Eliot, of Harvard University. <1
believe it to be impossible,” said he, ¢ to give in
public schools instruction in regard to human af-
fections, duties, and responsibilities which will
satisfy at once the Catholics, the Anglicans, the
Evangelical Protestants, the Unitarians, and Uni-
versalists, and those who are indifferent or hostile
to the existing institutions of religion. So far as
the Catholics are concerned, it is evident that they
cannot conscientiously consent to any moral or re-

‘ligious instruction which is not given by their

church, Now, the practical guestion is how to
reconcile the Catholics to the public school. T am
persuaded that it is a grave error to ¢secularize’
the public schools : First, because education would
be thereby degraded and sterilized ; secondly, be-
cause the attempt is too unnatural to succeed;
and, thirdly, because this policy never can make
the public school the school of the whole popula-
tion.”

Evidently President Eliot is not ready to cast his
votein favor of such a measure as the Blair Amend-
ment.

ANOTHER WAYMARK.

SaseaTH, March 2, was a day long to be remem-
bered in Battle Creek. God’s servant, Mrs. E. G.
White, spoke in the morning from Rev. 3: b: <« He
that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels.” The discourse
founded upon these words was truly in the power
and demonstration of the Spirit. The sermon was

one continuous overflow of entreaty, warning, and -

pathetic exhortation to the multitudes assembled,
to seek Grod, and be prepared for the issnes just be-
fore us. The straight testimony mentioned in the
prophecy of Malachi was given in the Spirit, and
the blessing of God attended the word in a re-
markable manner. Let God be praised for such
a wonderful manifestation of his mercy and good-
ness and love to the Battle Creek church. With
joy we pen these words, which must bring com-
fort to the readers of the Rzview in every place,
Says the prophet, ¢ Give glory to the Lord your
God, before he cause darkness, and before your
feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and while
ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of
death and make it gross darkness.” The Lord of
the angels has indeed come near to Battle Creek ;
and Heaven forbid that any of us here should be
like the heath in the desert, not knowing when good
cometh. It remains to be seen who of us will be
¢«forgetful hearers of the word,” and who, faithful
doers of the work.

In the afternoon, in the prayer and conferepce
meeting, sister White was present, taking an active
interest, and re-iterating the words of the morning
with emphasis, ‘¢ and many like words were added
unto them.” Our beloved brother, A. T. Jones,
was also present, giving excellent help and coun-
sel to the church. !Truly there is a sound of
‘“abundance of rain,” when the great reviving will
come, and the Spirit be poured out as never known
in the history of this people.

people.

Let heartfelt praise be given to the God of heaven
all along the line, for his great goodness, and mercy,
and condescension, and blessings to his unworthy
G. W. A

\

YEAR-BOOK DIALOGUE.

A—«T thought the Year Book was to be out
the 20th of February.”

B.—« 8o did 1.”

A.—+1 can't see why it should take so long to
get it out; the meetings of the general organiza-
tions were held four months ago.”

B.—¢«But this year we are making an entirely
new arrangement of all proceedings, and adding
matter right up to date, showing just what action
has been recently taken by the General Conference
Committee, the International Tract Society, etc.;
also, some important reports that were incomplete
or only verbally presented at the time of the Gen-
eral Conference, could not be obtained as soon as
desired; and further,”—

A, —«1 wouldn’'t wait for anybody's reports;
we want the Year Book.” ‘

B.—¢+1 thought the Year Book was for refer-
ence. That’s what other people want it for; and
we shall not issue it ‘with anything important
omitted, if it doesn’t appear until next January.”

A —<<Well, when will it be out ? ”

B.—1It is printing now, and orders will be filled
within a week. So much important matter has
been added, of a miscellaneous nature (including a
department of General Information, interspersed
with pointed comments on the proposed Religious
Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States), that the work will contain over 200 pages,
and at fifteen cents will be the cheapest pamphlet
ever issued.”

A.—1 am opposed to paying more than ten
cents for the Year Book.”

B.—Do you mean to say that you want to get
for ten cents, what costs fifteen? Other Year
Books, smaller than this, cost from twenty to
thirty cents, and are cheap looking at that. See
what a beautiful cover we ave printing for ours, in
gold and steel-blue. This old man represents Fa-
ther Time, bald and withered; the chubby boy on
the American eagle, represents the New Year,—
about two months old, as you see.”

A.—¢«Well! that s fine. Every Adventist fam-
ily will want this Year Book, certainly. I really
believe you ought to ask twenty-five cents for it,
considering its size and appearance. I shall give
one to every prominent man in our town. Send
one thousand to our State Tract Society as soon as
possible.” F. E. B.

BATTLE CREEK “JOURNALS.”

Over 70,000 copies of the Batile Creek Journal
containing three lectures by Eld. A. T. Jones on
the subject of National Reform, have been printed
and circulated. The object in printing this edition
of the Journal was to furnish needed information
without delay, and at small cost. As the plates
from which it is printed are badly worn, and other
reading-matter covering the same ground has been
issued in more permanent and desirable form, no
more of this number of the Journal will be printed.
It will therefore be impossible to fill orders for it.
Those whose orders have not been filled will be
supplied with other reading-matter as soon as it is
learned what they degire. M. L. H.

MISSOURI, NOTICE!

TrrrE has recently been a change in the Secretary
of the Missouri Tract Society. All orders or busi-
ness correspondence should now be addressed to
James Klostermyer, 606 Ohio St., Sedalia, Mo.
All interested will please take note of this, and thus
save delays in their business. Those Who wish a
copy of Hld. A. T. Jones’s new book, ¢¢ Civil Gov-
ernment and Religion,” can get it by addressing as
above. Kvery one should read this book, and loan
it to their neighbors to read. Price 25 cents Send
in your orders.

Dan. T. Jones, Pres. Mo. T and M. Soec.
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