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“Here is the Patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus” Rev. 14:12.
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"I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH.”

BY MARY E. INMAN.
(Brart, Mich.)

How do I know ? My blessed Lord,

I know it by thy sacred word ;

I know it by the peace that flows

Within my heart, once filled with woes.
When pressed by doubt and pain and fear,
Oft have I felt thy presence near.

I know thou livest, though once dead,
And I rejoice thy paths to tread.

I know that my Redeemer lives !

Rich blessings to my heart he gives.

Once I in depths of sin was lost,

By storms and tempests wildly tossed ;
- Then I upon the cross did see

TImmanuel crucified for me.

He died, he rose, he liveth | now

In worship at his feet I bow.

He liveth ! O my heart, rejoice |
Listen and hear his gentle voice,
Blessed assurance he doth give :
Because he lives, I, too, shall live ;
And then with him my feet shall stand
Upon fair Canaan’s happy land.

Oh ! joy and rapture that he gives!

I do not think, 1 know, he lives.

o @zwzr Wontributars,

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and
the Lord bearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thonght
upon his name.”—Mal, 8: 16, .

THE MEASURE OF LIGHT GIVEN, MEASURES
' OUR RESPONSIBILITY.

BY MRS. E. 6. WHITE.

Gop does not commend or confirm men in im-
penitence, for this condition of the human heart
does not glorify him, nor work good for humanity.
God sheds light upon the souls of men, he grants
them opportunities and privileges, and if these
are not improved, if the precious moments of pro-
bationareneglected, the measure of the light given
will be the measure of the guilt incurred through
this inexcusable neglectof the gifts of God. The
Saviour said, ¢‘If therefore the light that is in
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!”
- We are told that the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s
heart. The repeated refusals of the king to hear
the word of the Lord, called forth more direct,
more urgent and forcible messages. At each re-
jection of light, the Lord manifested a more
marked display of his power ; but the king’s obsti-
nacy increased with every newevidenceof the power
and majesty of the Godyof heaven, until the last
arrow of mercy was exhausted from the divine
quiver. Then the man was utterly hardened by
his own persistent resistance. Pharaoh sowed
obstinacy, and he reaped a harvest of the same
in his character. The Lord could do nothing

more to convince him, for he was barricaded in
obstinacy and prejudice, where the Holy Spirit
could, not find access to his heart. Pharaoh was
given up to his own unbelief and hardness of
heart. ~ Infidelity produced infidelity. When
Pharaoh hardened his heart on the first exhibi-
tion of God’s power, he made himself more capa-
ble of a second rejection of God’s power. Pride
and stubbornness held him in bondage, and hin-
dered him from acknowledging the warnings of
God. It was contrary to the nature of Pharaoh
to change after once having given expression to
his purpose not to believe.

What Pharaoh has done, will be done again
and again by men until the close of probation.
God destroys no man ; but when a man stifles
conviction, when he turns from evidence, he is
sowing unbelief, and will reap as he has sown.
As it was with Pharaoh, so it will be with him ;
when clearer light shines upon the truth, he will
meet it with increased resistance, and the work
of hardening the heart will go on with each rejec-
tion of the increasing light of heaven. In sim-
plicity and truth we wouldspeak to the impenitent
in regard to the way in which men destroy their
own souls. You are not to say that God is to
blame, that he has made a decree against you.
No, he is not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to the knowledge of the truth,
and to the haven of eternal bliss. No soul is
ever finally deserttd of God, given up to his own
ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation.
God follows men with appeals and warnings and
dssurances of compassion, until further opportuni-
ties and privileges would be wholly in vain. The
responsibility rests upon the sinner. By resist-
ing the Spirit of God to-day, he prepares the way
for a second resistance of light when it comes with
mightier power ; and thus he will pass from one
stage of indifference to another, until, at last, the
light will fail to impress him, and he will cease
to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God.

Those who claim to be Christians are in con-
tinual need of a power outside of, and beyond,
themselves. They need to watch unto prayer,
and to place themselves under the guardianship of
God, else they will be overcome by the enemy.
The Christian must look to God, as a servant to
his master, as a handmaid to her mistress, say-
ing, ‘“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”
The servant of God must use his ability in such
a way that it will bring glory to God. When he
yields himself to the control of the Spirit of God,
he will be renewed, transformed into the image
of Christ. He will give his affections to God,
he will be enlightened, strengthened, and saneti-
fied, and will become a channel of light to the
world.

But the sinner who refuses to give himself to
God, is under the control of another power, list-
ening to another voice, whose suggestions are of
an entirely different character. Passion controls
him, his judgment is blinded, reason is dethroned,
and impetuous desires sway him, now here, now
there. The truth will have but little influence
over him, for there is in human nature, when
separated from the Source of truth, a continual
opposition to God’s will and ways. The phys-
ical, mental, and moral being are all under the con-
trol of rash impulses. The affections are de-
praved, and every faculty intrusted to man for

wise improyement is demoralized. The man 18
dead in trespasses and sins. Inclination moves,
passion holds the control, and his appetites are
under the sway of a power of which he is not
aware. He talks of liberty, of freedom of action,
while he is in most abject slavery. He 1s not his
own. He is not allowed to see the beauty of the
truth ; for the carnal mind is emmity against God,
and not subject to his law. e views truth as
falsehood, and falsehood as truth. The mind
controlled by Satan is weak in moral power. Can
such a one without change be taken into a holy
heaven?—Oh, no ; it would be no mercy to the
impenitent sinner to place him in the society of
the angels.

When the wicked dead are raised from the
grave, they come up with the tastes, habits, and
characters that they formed in the time of proba-
tion. A sinner is not raised a saint, neither is a
saint raised a sinner. The sinner could not be
happy in the companionship of the saints in light,
with Jesus, with the Lord of hosts; for onevery
side will be heard the song of praise and thanks-
giving; and honor will be ascribed to the Father
and the Son. A song will be raised that the un-
sanctified, unholy ones have never learned, and
it will be out of harmony with their depraved
tastes and desires. It will be unbearable to them.
The apostle John heard this song. Hesays, «I
heard a great voice of much people in heaven,
saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and
honor, and power, unto the Lord our God : for
true and righteous are hisjudgments; . . . And
a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our
God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him,
both small and great. And I heard as it were
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thun-
derings, saying, Allelunia: for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honor to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is comeg, and his wife hath made herself
ready.” It is impossible for the sinner to enjoy
the bliss of heaven.

“A FEDERATION OF CHURCHES.”

BY ELDER R. F. COTTRELL.
(Ridgeway, N. Y.)

Tug subject indicated by this quoted heading is
being agitated by certain self-styled ¢ Reformers”
of the present time. They set forth their plan
of union as follows :— '

The idea is that the various churches unite to form a
federal union somewhat similar to the union between the
States, in which there shall be no renunciation by the
churches, of their peculiarities or independent organiza-
tions, but which shall render possible a Federal Council
through which the influence and efforts of all Christians
might be brought to bear for the accomplishment of
common ends. In this way, it is suggested, the united
power of the churches might be brought to bear more
effectually upon legislators and other departments of the
Government in its action on the Sabbath, temperance,
and other social and moral questions. In this way, too,
the work of the whole Church could be more effectually
directed to the evangelization of the irreligious classes,
and a united front presented against the pretensions and
assaults of Romanism.

Let us examine this proposed union. If the
churches were united in all the truth,—in all the
faith and practice of the teachings of the Script-
ures,—they would ¢¢all speak the same thing,”
and. there would be ¢‘no division” among them,
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but they would be ¢“perfeetly joined together in
the same mind and in thesame judgment.’/’ 1 Cor.
1:10. Tho ¢ peculiaritics” which divide the
various sects are the result of various errors:
for two positions directly opposed to each other
cannot both be true.  But they do not propose a
renunciation of errors and a union in the truth.
They say, ¢ There shall be no renunciation by the
churches, of their peculiarities or independent
organizations.” They are to retain their various
and contradietory ereeds, which include all their
false doctrines, but unite to form a federation
“for the accomplishment of common ends.”

And ‘what are these common ends?—To get
the control of the civil government. It is, as
they say, that ¢‘the united power of the churches
might be brought to bear more effectually upon
legislators and other departments of the govern-
ment”-—a sham anion to obtain political power!

The apostles inculcated obedience to civil rulers.
And they exhorted that ¢“supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for
all men; for kings, and for all that are in au-
thority ”—for what purpose?—¢¢That we [Chris-
tians] may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty.” The thing desired in
these prayers 1s, that the Government may be so
ruled by Providence that the churches may be
left to the enjoyment of their religion in a quict
and peaceable way, without interference from the
Government. This is all the apostles asked of
civil rulers.  They formed no political scheme to
correet the government of the empire, but were
content to obey its laws, accept of and enjoy
such privileges as it granted, and attend to their
own business under their great commission of per-
suading all men everywhere to be reconciled to
God.

Mark the double-dealing of these *¢veformers”
toward Catholics. At one time they solicit their
aid, as a part of the Chureh of Christ, to procure
legislation in bebhalf of Sunday, an institution
which ¢‘the church” justly claims to have origi-
nated as a Christian institution ; but avon they
tell us that by a federation *¢the whole Church”
could present ¢‘a nnited front” ¢‘against the pre-

- tensions and assaults of Romanism.” They want
he aid of Catholics to turn our free secular Gov-
eriment into a hierarchy, and then they wish to
run it themselves exclusively, presenting ¢¢a united
front” against their best friends and allies.  Will
they be able to do 1t?

THE PROPHECIES ILLUSTRATED.

N [Fr_qm/he French. Translated for the ReviEw by J. Vuilleumier.}
1 " IMAGINE a poor traveler ascending, at night,
_in the beginning of winter, one of the summits
of our Alps, his face set toward the distant guest’s
house, where his friends are waiting for him.
Owing to the glimmering lantern which he holds
in his hand, he can at least discern the objects
~which lie along his way; but think of his in-
tense anxiety, of his uncertainties, of his long and
"weary efforts !

Then how bappy he is, if suddenly, while he
is groping in the dark, a flash of lightning coming
down from heaven illumes the wholescene of nat-
ure, disclosing to his view, in one single moment,

~all those Ligh mountains from foot to summit !

The phenomenon lasted but one instant, yet
the traveler saw the whole panorama,—the road,
the rocks, the forests, the lakes, the torrents, the
precipices ; and far, far in the distance, but very
clearly, the happy guest’s house, the beloved
dwelling where his father is expecting him, and
where his soul longs to be.

How relieved and how joyful he feels! Now
he finds his way 5 now he knowswhere heis. He
cannot go astray. He has no more fear of the
precipices, having seen where they lie ; nor of
the length of the road, having viewed its termi-
nation. ¢ shall be there! Oh, I shall!” he
exclaims.  ¢¢O my God, I thank thee! My
toil will have an end! O my father, my good
mother, now I have scen your home; there you
are, waiting for me, thinking of your son, prepar-
ing his welcome, and praying God for him!”

From this time, he is full of courage, and is
singing hymns as he walks along. And when,
by the light of his torch, he discovers on his way
some object which he has seen 1 the lightning,
be it only a bald rock, a solitary pool, a threat-

uing mass of snow, or a steep bank, it does not

matter what, a thrill of joy goes through his en-
tire being.  Does not that snow, that bank, how-
ever undesirable the thing be in fiself, remind him
that he is on the right track ¢ Did not the same
light from heaven which showed him these, show
him also, away beyond, the blessed home where
his troubles will have an end %

Such is the charm of prophecies, and such
their blessing. The man who has read them finds
his way through life.  The world is explained to
his mind. The weariness and obscurities of his
carthly pilgrimage have no discouraging effect on
lim 5 he has seen all in the lightning; and from
that momeut the least agreeable things themselves
are to him a cause of rejoieing, secing that by the
light of the same prophecies, and with the same
certainty, he beheld the blessed gathering-place
of the children of God, and the permancut city
where his Saviour himself will soon wipe away all
tears from his ecyes.—ZLouis Gaussen, D. D.,
Geneva, Switzerland, 1848.

SELFISHNESS AND RELIGION.

BY FRED ALLISON HOWE.
(Ann Arbor, Mich.)

Tag character is the man. He who entertains
a certain motive in his heart, will find it harden-
ing, day by day, into a trait of character. It is
good for a man to examine the basis of his ac-
tions continually, since in his present motives he
may read the prophecy of the future man.

The meanest and most comprehensive motive
in this world is selfishness. It originated when
Satan rebelled against the government of God,
and rve-appears in every willful sin. It is unnatu-
ral in heaven, but it seems to be the most natural
thing in the world.

Descending in the scale of being, seifishness
more and more crowds out the other motives, un-
til, in the lowest orders, it appears to exclude
them all. If selfishness were used as a basis of
classification in natural history, some men would
be classed with oysters.

Perfect existence is eternal. Among the im-
perfections incident to human life, the leading
one seems to be spontaneous sclfishness. Man
cannot rid himself of the idea of personal identity.
He cannot think except with reference to the ex-
ternal universe and the ¢go of consciousness. This
natural law is often perverted by the circumstances
incident to his condition, the ficrce struggle for
mere existence, until, when he places the outside
universe tn one scale of his estimation, and self
in the other, the former {lies up with a bound.

To take advantage of circumstances, or to
create advantageous circumstances, is not always
seltish. Selfishness is the desive for that posses-
sion whieh is the deprivation of another. This
definition may not be exactly according to Web-
ster, but it expresses the popular notion of the
term.

There is no subject too sacred for reverential
thought. The motive of God in creation has
been, in every age, the theme of much specula-
tive philosophizing.  One of the results has been
expressed in the theory that his purpose was his
own glory. But was there occasion or possibility
of augmenting a glory cternally infinite? We
mwust rather believe that God’s purpose i crea-
tion was the happiness of the created. ]

All that has ever been revealed to humanity,
of God and heaven, tells of unselfishness and love.
Even the fact of our existence ts the evidence of
that love. Because we are, he loves us. The
universe is the expression, the unimpeachable
witness, the conclusive proof, of it.  Everything
that appeals to any human sense related it in
Eden. God’s creatures heard 1t then in the
whispering winds, in the song of happy birds.
They recognized it m the odor of sweet Howers,
in the beauty of the trees, in the flavor of deli-

cious fruit, in the grateful warmth of the sun,

and in the coolness of the crystal waters. But

man has almost forgotten that Edeniec tongue, for

Satan translates so much of it into his own lan-

guage in the inlets and channels of consciousness.
THERE 18 NO SELFISHNESS IN GOD.

Christ, ¢ for the joy that was sct before him
endured the cross.” Whose joy? Tt was the
expression of his nature to suffor for the joy of
the redecemed. He could fecl only the highest
quality of joy. There is no selfishness in that
kind of joy, for there is no joy in scliishness.
Christ’s nature, expressed in his sacrifice, was un-
selfishness and love. The most daring infidel
has never been able to point out one selfish act in
the earthly life of Christ.

THERE IS NO SELFISHNESS IN CHRIST.

Some men think veligion is the sublimity of
selfishness. What is the Christian’s molive in
dragging the cross that sometimes scems too
heavy to bear? Is it not love of Christ? It is
true that the Scriptures hold up to view the joy
of a better world, and it is right to think of it as
a motive to a Christian life; but the greatest
element in that ¢ fullness of joy” ¢¢ unspeakable
and full of glory,” will doubtless be in the praise
of God, and the ‘companionship of Christ, and
not merely in the sense of gain in the enjoyment
of a perfect, or cternal, life.

Finiteness canunot take enough of infinity to
deserve the imputation of sellishness. However
much happiness a Christian may gain, he deprives
1o one else of joy. The language of inspiration
is: ¢ Whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.” The fountain of salvation 1s free
and inexhaustible. Let not him who will not
drink therefrom, asperse the motive of him who
will.  Christ 1 the ““author of our faith,” but
not of our selfishness.

There is no selfishness in the religion of Chuist,
but there is plenty in the church.  This is un-
fortunate, for some people appear to suppose that
religion and church are synonymous terms. They
use the selfishness of some whose names are on
the records of the church, as an excuse for not
being religious ; but there is ruin in an excuse.
The influence of a selfish ¢¢ Christian” is a wide-
spread evil. Whenselfishness dies outof ach urch,
the membership multiplies. The iceberg defies
the winds, but yields rveadily to the sun. The
cold heart of the world melts under the influence
of unselfish love, though it may resist powerful
argnments. .

Selfishness is the origin and essence of many
sins; it fills more than half the circamference of
human motives in the aggregate, and is thus
diametrically opposed to every human virtue.
Every virtue has a corresponding vice ; but self-
ishness 1s contrary to every virtue.  Selfish-
ness is a poison to the soul, and chanty, the
greatest Christian grace, 1s the best antidote.
Take a ¢ natural heart”” and put religion into it,
and it will drive out the selfishness, or it will be
expelled by it; and charity or love, is the life of
religion. :

Religion is said to be of two kinds——natural and
revealed. But in one sense all religion is natural:
A world or a heart in rebellion against its Maker,
is an unnatural thing. The natural heart of
which Paul speaks as being opposed to God, is
the heart of man as it is, unchanged by the grace
of God; butnot the heart that was orjginally de-
signed. God did not create man evil, and then
punish him for sin.  Sinis unnatural because it is
punished.  Nature is God’s work. God’s work
is perfect. Imperfection is unnatural.  Selfish-
ness is unnatural because 1t is an imperfection,

Every human heart must throb with admiring
approbation toward every great, unselfish act, if
it is not totally depraved. How the tale of
Damon and Pythias stivs the soul! How the
heart swells with adniration of the dying act
of Sir Philip Sydney, at Zutphen, who, when
about to drink the water so grateful to dying
lips, but catching the wistful glance of a wounded
comrade, whispered, *¢ Give it to him; his need is
greater than mine” ! These emotions ave the
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g:gleams of Eden glory,—revelations of our real,
fotiginal nature, —which Satan cannothide, because
_they are divine.
Why are men not more moved by the unselfish
loveof Christ?—Partly, atleast, because those who
iprofess faith in him, manifest much selfishness.
Of course, it is a poor excuse; but will its in-
fsufﬁciency excuse the selfish ¢¢ Christian ¢ How
thig grasping shrivels the soull How it parches
‘the foliage, and dries up the waters of life! How
Sibwill graduall y sap the best out of man, until
¢ sometimes he will even lose an honest dlsguqt at
fhls own greed,—until, when the journey is nearly
“done, and he looks back he cannot see, along his
i path, a single green leaf ot find a solitary spring
¢ from whieh to drink one drop of future hope.
* There are not many wealthy Christians; and
‘many a man who is burdened with riches, will
find how hard it is to get through the pearly gate
~with such a load upon his back. He cannot
;,smugole them into heaven, for they would mar
Uits beauty use]eqsly The wise man will exchange
"th¥lh for ¢ coin of the realm,” the ¢ gold that is
rtried in the fire,” whose possessor needs no other
: countersign to enter there.

A Christian cannot afford to burden himself
with earthly gold. A Christian caunot atford to
be selfish unle% he can also afford to do without
eternal life.  When the gates of heaven shall
close between the redeemed and the rejected, un-
selfishness will be forever parted from selfishness,
purity from sin, and joy from misery.

- On which side of those gates would we stand
j‘r’ they were closed to- day2 On which stde shall

we stand at-last’ forever? Let us who profess to
be striving to please God and to follow Christ,
us who think we have the true faith, remember
-that there is no selfishnessin God; no selfishness
“in Christ, nor in his religion, nor in the hearts of
“his true disciples, nor in heaven.

THIS AND THAT.

BY D. F. EWEN.
tPinckney, Mich.)

- Tae following extract is from the Michigan
i Ohristion Advocate of June 29 1 —

A woman will undertake and execute a work of pre-
sumption that a man would run away from. Here it is:
Alady of refined address and pleasing manners called at
the home of a Methodist minister in Detroit, the other
day, and invited the pastor’s wife to join with herin
Bible study. She would, if possible, sbe said, secure a
little circle to meet together for this work, because the
Bible, the best of all books, was studied too little. Con-
versation awakened suspicion, and she was asked what
church she belonged to, and made tbe reply, ‘“Advent-
jst.” That’s ber method. Steer clear of Bible teach-
613 of whom you know nothing. Whereis the man who
.would do that sort of work ?

We think the lady of refined manners eould
not have chosen a better field for missionary
work. Let the light shine. There was nothing

_presumptuous in a Christian lady mviting others
to study God’s word in concert. It seems the
word *“ Adventist” was all-sufficient to satisfy
this M. E. minister’s wife, of the horrid object
of the visit of this lady of refined appearance.
The lady probably told her she was a Seventh-
day Adventists.

The antediluvians thought Noah was an im-
pg.xﬂ,ment man in warning them of the eoming
dauger. Anna the prophetess, according to this
mmtstel s wife, had no business in the temple.
Hannah was wrong in dedicating her infant boy
to the Lord’s serviee. Let none of these things
move Seventh-day Adventists from proelaiming
the truth in a lady-like and gentlemanly manner,
that some may be won.

The opposite to the above extract is the follow-
ing, which was written in my eanvassing book :—

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

Having reviewed with care the ‘“Prospectus of Bible
Readings for the Home Circle,” I believe it a work of
rare merit, —a book that is not only attractive in bind-

_ing"and illustration, but instructive and healtbful forold
and young. ~
0. B. TuursroN, Pastor Cong'l Church.
Pinckney, Mich,, Aug. 23, *89.

» Ma.y God in his infinite mercy remove the
scales from off the eyes of the inquiring ones.

~ Christ.”

ALL FOR GOD.

BY J. M. HOPKINS.
(Chatfield, Minn.)

““My Son, give me thine heart.” Prov. 23 :26.
“1 will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart.”
Ps.o 91,

Lord, take our hearts, and let them be

A sacred dwelling-piace for thee ;

Temples all decked with truth and love,—
Rich garlands from the world above.

And from tbeir altars may there rise
A holy incense to the skies;
Morning and evening let it be

A savor sweeb to God and thee,

0O Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth shall
show forth thy praise.” Ps. 51:15.
‘«My moutb shall praise thee with joyful lips.” Ps.
63 5.
“The lips of kunowledge are a precious jewel”
Prov. 20:15.
Lord, take our lips, and let them speak
Of tbee, the holy One, and meek.
Thy truth and righteousness declare,
Thy goodness publish everywhere.

The songs of Zion may they sing, —
To magnify our Saviour, King,—
Of truth, of mercy, and of love;
Of resting by and by above.

¢ Whatsoever thy hand findetb to do, do it with thy
might.” Tecl. 9:10.
1 will therefore that men pray evuywherc, lifting
up holy bands, without wrath and doubting.” 1 Tim.
: 8.
““Be ye clean, tbat hear the vesscls of the Lord.”
Isa. 652 :11.
Lord, take our hands, and make them strong
To work for thee our whole life tong;
From early morn till evening hour,
Equip them with thy mighty power.

May they be boly, undefiled,

Nor ever into sin beguiled ;

And ever willing, Lord, to bear

Some precious trust, some tender care.

““How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace;
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth sal-
vation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.” Isa.
52:7.

Lord, take our feet, and let them be
Swift messengers to run for thee
Nor thorns nor roughness of the way
Bver impede them night or day.

O’er mountain bare, o’er parebéd plain,

Through winter’s snow, through summert's
rain,

Guided by thes, O may they go

On beavenly missions bere below !

‘“And thc very God of peace-sanctify you wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
1 Thess. 5:23.

Lord, take us wholly ; sanctify

For time and for eternity,

Our beart, our lips, our bands, our feet,—
Our every power, for service meet.

May we be useful in thy cause,

To vindicate thy righteous laws,

Till thou, our blessed Liord, shalt come
And take us to our heavenly home.

CHRIST BEARING OUR SORROWS.

BY ELDER GEO. E. FIFIELD.

(Continued.)

Pumosoranrs arose, and each had his own pe-
culiar solution of the great problem, and all were
astray. The Epicureans said, “Eat, drink, and
be memy, for to-morrow we die.” Get all you
can, each for himself, ont of the passing houar.
lhua they plunged the world deeper into the
abyss, by closing the door of eternal life and
eternal hope, and so teaching them to press yet
more hotly into the selfish race for power and
pleasure here.  The Stoics taught that they
must become indifferent to suffering, and even
take pleasure in suffering. As they became thus
indifferent themselves, they were indifferent to
the feelings of others, hard-hearted, and cruel.
There was smely no help from this source.

Buddha said: The question is past solution.
Thete is no God. To exist is to suffer. All
consciousness is suffering. Therefore we must
abstract our minds from ourselves, and become,

as far as possible, unconscious here, that we may
escape the punishment of being born again in
other forms, to yet more miscry, and may arrive
at last at Nirvana,—total extinetion, theiwr high-
est conceptmn of possible happiness.

And so, n spite of Eplcmus and Buddha, in
spite of ph:]osoph_y and religion, the world went on
and on to more sin and more misery, and to blank
atheism as the result of misery, or, what was as
bad, to the idea of a God of hate instead of a
(J'Od of love. And hating more, they sinned more;
for what is hate but a violation of every precept
of the law of love?

The Saviour said, ¢ Love is the fulfilling of
the law ”—of all the law ; and hate is, therefore,
the unfulfilling, the vxo}ahon of it all.  And so,
sinning more, they suffered more and hated move,
and sinned more and suffered more. Even their
reaching out after God, in the darkness, turned
by Satan into wrong paths, resulted in greater
darkness.  What was to be done? All the world
seeking to open the great book of God’s p1ov1—
dences, and loose the seals thereof, and weeping
much because no one was found able to accom-
plish the task. The wisdom of men was foolish-
ness with God. The world would have been
hopelessly weeping still in the darkness, had not
the Lion of the tribe of Judah been found worthy
and able to open the book and loose the seals
thereof.

Ah,

love!

infinite, unspeakable, incomprehensible

Jesus Ohnst the Son of God, the only

‘begotten of the Fathei, he in whom 1s embodied

the dearest affections of Omnipotence, comes into
this lost world as a man. Though perfectly in-
nocent and sinless himself, illustrating in his life
the perfect law of love from which the world has
so far wandered, he 1s the Man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief—showing that sorrow is
not the result of God’s forgetfulness or lack of
love; not necessarily the result of the individ-
ual’s own misdeeds, but <¢ 45 the resulé of the
world’s violation of the law of love.

The great questions under discussion in the
book of Job, find their solution in Christ. They
are all concerning the nature of sin, and its rela-
tion to sorrow. They said to Job, *You must
be a very wicked man or God would not punish
you so.” They thought trouble was the direct
result of God’s anger. Job maintained that he
was innocent, though a sufferer. The Devil was
present in the person of his wife, to try to per-
suade him to eurse God and die. This would
simply have been the way of the world,—what
millions had done before him. The whole world,
on account of its misery, hating and eulsing God,
and so going more and more “into sin, and znto
misery as a result of sin, the question would have
remained forever unanswered, the problem un-
solved, had it not been for Chist. -

The difference between Job and the rest of the
world was this: By faith he had obtained a
glimpse of Jesus, and through Jesus he saw the
great eternal future, with : al its possibilities,
opened before him. Ah! herc was a place where
the wrongs of earth could be righted, and where
God’s love would be fully manifested. ¥rom his
souls inmost depth came the sublime declaration
of faith: ¢I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth ; and afler I shall awake, thongh this bod
be destroyed, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not a stranger; though my reins
within me are consumed with earnest desire for
that day.” (See margin.) Ah! his soul had
eaught a glimpse of Jesuq, and he saw in him the
solution of the great problem of sin and sorrow!

These questions were asked not by Job only,
but by every earnest, thoughtful soul in the whole
ancient world. It wasnot Job’s false friendsonly,
who answered them wrong; the Devil ever sought
to drive men from God by thus charging their
misery directly upon him.

How perfectly these questions are answered in
Christ’s life and death! 1 Pet. 2:24: <His
own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
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vighteousness.” 1 Pet. 3:18: “Eor Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God.” Do not
forget that in all Christ’s sufferings, both in life
and in death, he was but carrying our griefs and
bearing our sorrows and our sins; he was but
showing the world, yea, the universe, what the
natural result of sin 1s——that 1t is misery to all
concerned, the innocent as well as the guilty, and
therefore this was the reason why God not arbi-
trarily but in love said: ¢ Thou shalt,” and
¢“Thou shalt not.”

Christ did not die because God in anger, de-
prived him of life, as Satan would have us think,
and as he has tried to make the world think of
all the misery in it. His death was the natural
vesult of being pure and holy and perfectly un-
selfish in a world based on the law of selfishness.
It was like the death of the prophets before him,
and of the apostles after him, only that his life,
being perfectly sinless, could not afford a shadow
of an excuse for men’s saying he suffered for his
sins.  Stephen said to tﬁe Jews (Acts T:51):
“Ye stiff-necked and uncircumeised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as
your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the proph-
ets have not your fathers persecuted? and they
have slain them which showed before of the com-
ing of the Just One ; of whom ye have been now
the betrayers and murderers.” Thus, as Christ in
his life was in a/l things wade like unto his

brethren, so in his death he is classed with the

prophets and apostles.

It is true that a sinful world in every age kills
its prophets and teachers, leaving posterity to
build their supulchers, and do them honor.” Matt.
21:33-41; 23:34-37. All the apostles, ex-
cept John, saffered martyrdom, and he was
miraculously delivered.  Christ, then, iu his
death was but bearing our griefs and carrying
our sorrows ; yet we have esteemed him stricken
of God and afflicted. And for what did he thus
bear our sins and the result of our sins?—¢¢That
he might bring us to God.” Ah! yes; the
Devil had said that earth’s suffering was because
God was angry, and that in his rage he confounded
the innocent with the guilty. The world, believ-
. ing this, had clothed divinity with the attributes

of Satan, and hated God instead of loving him.
Hating God, they hated his law, hated goodness,
and really sympathized with Satan for rebelling
against that law, and became his worshipers.
But now, through Christ, God is revealed. Men
see his love in giving that law, and that the mis-
ery of the world is the result of breaking it,—
that, therefore, the Devil, and not God, is the
one who is angry, and who hates them, and has
led them into sin and misery.

(Concluded next week. )

UNITED WE STAND.

BY JOSEPH CLARKE.
(Lowry COity, Mo.)

In efforts to affect the whole world, to en-
lighten, to elevate, to purify, to Christianize,—
the church of God is the appointed agent. In
the appointed time when the word of God by his
holy prophets indicates the proclamation of God’s
messages to the warld, he who has said that his
word shall not return to him void, will accomplish
the fulfillment of his word, by such means as he
sees fit. Sometimes wicked men and nations are
instruments that God uses to carry out his plaas,
as Cyrus was made to help the oppressed people
of God. Isa. 45:1-5. But the peopleof God
are his especial treasure, and they are moved by
the Holy Spirit, to bear the burden of love which
God has intrusted to them. Though this treas-
ure is for the present in earthen vessels, they are
strengthened by prayer, that the glory may be
of God (see 2 Cor. 4:7) and not of us.  When,
therefore, the people of God are made to feel
that they have a special work to perform, which
is beyond the reach of a single individual, they
repair to God in prayer for help. Neh., 9:27.
God is the first, the present, and the last resort
of his people.  Daniel 10. Sometimes the

case is very urgent, and general seasons of prayer
are appointed (see Joel 1 :14), when parent and
child, master and servant, unite in supplications
to God; when war, famine, and pestilence in-
vade ; when it seems that all is at stake, all lost,

unless God interpose.

Such seasons of prayer bring the church very
near to God ; then they exercise faith in him who
is mighty to save. It is a privilege infinitely
precious to feel the assurance that at such ap-
pointed seasons of prayer God is drawing his
people to himself. (See Acts 2:41, 42, 47).
United in prayer, they move the Arm that moves
the universe. How satisfactory, how rich, how
full, how glorious, to feel the assurance that God
accepts the prayer of faith! Perhaps God’s peo-
ple have united in prayer for a special purpose,
such as the raising up of laborers, and the secur-
ing of means to spread the truth; yet aside from
this, the proper observance of such seasons of
prayer is a means of growth in grace, and prog-
ress in the Christian hife.

Such seasons are like mile-stones set up as me-
mentos of God’s care and goodness. Sometime
in the early part of the seventies, a year of
drought cut off the supply of food, in a large
part of Missouri and Kansas. Much privation
and loss ensued. The next spring a day of fast-
ing and prayer was set apart by all denominations,
and all, including the world, with the different
sects, flocked to the houses of worship, and to
the school-houses, where people were wont to
meet; and these all knelt in fervent prayer to
God, who can supply the people with food. Tt
was with one heart that petitions went up to God
from families that hardly knew how they had
gotten along so far ; and unless help should come,
rain complete and general, would sweep the plains
of Southwest Missouri. Tears and moans of
grief were accompanied with petitions of faith and
strong entreaty. Many a farm changed owners,
and fell into the hands of money-lenders; and
traces of that famine year are still discerned by
old inhabitants. But prayer so united, brought
returns, and the season following was one of such
plenty as was not before remembered by any in-
habitant, nor has its equal been seen since.

Now, if prayer sincere and heart-felt and united,
brought sach refurns in the seventies, why not in
the nineties? If it was so desirable then, why
not now? How do we know buf that such sea-
sons of prayer should precede the spring of every
year? If we should give thanks in November,
why not fast and pray for a favorable season, in
March? We had help in the seventies, in answer
to prayer; and shall we not need rain in the year
1891% Shall we not make it a special subject of
prayer?

Reader, can you imagine the dismay a farmer
feels when January finds his corn-cribs empty,
his stock-yard without a supply of hay and fod-
der? How can he help the cause of God, which
be loves, or feed his family and his stock? Shall
we not make a full settlement, according to Mal.
3:7-10, and then seek the Lord as in Joel, first
chapter ¢ If there are blessings in store for the
people of - God, shall we stupidly rest content
without them? (See Mal. 3:10-12.) The cause
of God calls for a large outlay of means; let us
be liberal. Soon the fires of the last day will
consume the hoarded wealth of earth. Houses
and barns, banks and vaults, will all be mnvolved
in common ruin. (See Revelation 18.) Then
cities and villages, navies, railroads, ports, fleets,
fortifications, armies, senates, kings, governors,
and presidents will all be involved in one common
fate. No more will the whistle and the bell in-
dicate the approach of the swift iron horse, with
his train of living freight. No more will the post-
office send its millions of letters and papers over
the world, with daily and hourly precision. No
more will the church-bell call its hearers to public
worship or prayer. The farm-house will be silent
and lonely ; the field will be unplowed; the team
will not be harnessed, nor the ripe grain be put
in the shock. Banks will cease to lend, and the
counter of the merchant will not be covered with
goods. TLawyers will cease to plead ; juries will

be freed from duty ; judges will no more presid
in court; witnesses no more will be gqualified
tell the truth. :
Ah! there will be unity then; but it will I
the unity of sorrow and despair—unity of rui
and dismay—unity of death and desolation.
But a little while of probation is left to us
put on the life-preservers of faith and prayer, bel
fore we are launched into the ocean of eternliy;

RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
BY GEO. B. THOMPSON.
(Battle Creek, Mich.)

A mEcEnt issue of the Furm and Firesids
published at Springfield, Ohio, contains a brie
sketch of a meeting lately held in' New Yo
City to discuss the question of introducing relig
ions and moral instruction into the publicschools,
It states that the movement originated with thy
Presbyterian Synod, five years ago, and that 4
committee was then appointed to consider Wy
matter and report. This committee being comn
tinued from year to year, at last culminated i
an invitation to various other ecclesiastical bodies
to assemble in conference for a discussion of the
matter. Invitations were extended to fourtee
religious organizations. Of this number ten re
plied that they would send delegates; viz., the
Disciples of Christ, Congregationalists, Episco
palians, Independents, Lutherans, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Reformed Dutch, Reformed Epis
copalians, and Reformed Presbyterians. The Uni
tarians, United Presbyterians, and Universalisig
assumed a neutral position by not replying. Th
account given in reference to the resolutions ang
the position of the Baptists, is of interest. I
is as follows :— ’

The Baptists, through their New York State Pastor
Conference, held at Lockport on Oct. 28 and 29, unani
mously decided by a rising vote, not fo take any pari i
the movement.

Two Presbyterian ministers appeared before the bod
as representatives of the Synod, to invite the Baptists to
meet with the Committee on Religion and Public Educa
tion. 'The Baptists referred the matter to a committee;

The committee reported a series of resolutions, -thank
ing the Synod for the invitation, and setting forth thesq
reasons for declining to accept it :—

<« Webelieve that it is a manifest injustice totax those
who do not believe in religion for the maintenance off
schools in which are taught religious principles which
they do not wish their children to learn; and further
that the inauguration of such a system of religious teach
ing in our public schools, forms avalid argument for the
division of the school funds with those who might nof
relish such teaching, thus resuling eventually in State
support of schools in which the creed of Agnosticism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Judaism, or Romanism migh
be taught, -

““We believe that the State ought not to teach religion,
hecause this would mean, in our age, religious instrucg
tion by unregenerate persons, who do not know whaff
true religion is, and whose, instruction would, in a largd
degree, be marked by hypocrisy, formalism, irreverence,
and error. We do not wish such persons to instruct ouf
children religiously. The State should teach only thaj
on which all are agreed, and should not invade matter
of conscience or religious opinion. If the State may
teach religion in the schools, she may teach religion ia
churches of her own establishment. It is only on thi
broad ground that we can oppose those who would subtly
instill Romanism or the creed of Agnosticism into ouf
public instruction. .

*«We thus re-affirm the grand old Baptist doctrines of
soul liberty for all men, as well as ourselves, and of V3
non-interference of the State with the Church in he
pecaliar function of teaching religion.” |

‘We commend these principles, not only to Bapj
tists everywhere, but to all others who wish t
see the grand old Ship of State steer clear of the
shoals of religious legislation, and thus preservd
inviolate the blood-bought privileges of our fore
fathers.

—Happiness is a sunbeam which may pas
through a thousand bosoms without losing
particle of its original ray ; nay, when it strike
on a kindred heart, like the converged light = 4
mivror, it refleets itself with double brightness
Happiness s not perfected till it _is shared
— Porter.

————

——~What Heaven wills, can never be withstood.
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“That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; thatour
laughters may be as corner-stoncs, polished after the similitude of a
palace,”—Ps, 144112,

LITTLE FOES OF LITTLE BOYS:

“By and by ” is a very bad boy;
" Shiun him at once and forever;
For they who go with *“By and by,”
Soon come to the house of “Never.”

“I can’t” is a mean little coward ;
A boy that is half of a man:
Set on him a plucky wee terrier
That the world knows and honors—¢I can.”

¢No use in trying”’-—nonsense, I say,
Keep trying until you succeed ;
But if you should meet ‘“I forgot” by the way,
““He’s a cheat, and you’d bhetter take heed.

“Don’t care” and ‘*No matter,” boys, pair,
And whenever you see the poor dolls,
Say, ‘“Yes, we do care,” and it would be
‘egreat matter,”
If our lives should be spoiled by such faults.
—8Sel.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY RELATIONS.

- Tur relations of a Christian family comprise,
frst, those of the husband and wife, the father
and mother, and their duties and privileges as
such. The teachings of the Holy Scriptures
upon this fundamental subject are so plain that
it seems passing strange that they should be ig-
nored so generally.

We learn, first, that God in the beginning
made man in his own image, and that he made
them male and female. Both bore the stamp, or
likencss, of their divine and real Father. ~But
the close connection he designed should exist be-
tween the husband, the wife, and their children,
is forcibly shown by the manner chosen to bring
‘the woman into existence. The Lord Jesus, the
COreator (under his Father) of all (Col. 1 : 16), in-
stead of proceeding on the plan followed to give
birth to Adam, in this case took a part of Adam’s
Jbody, that part nearest to the heart, the source
of ife, and made for him a ¢‘help meet,” or a
couvenient help. Gen. 2:21.
~ I'wish to introduce here a testimony showing
the intended union of the husband and wife, the
strength and bearing of which will be casily rec-
ognized in al] the Bible teachings on this sub-
jeet.  (See Gen. 1:27;2:21-23; Ex. 20:12;
1Pet. 3:7.) The wife, made of the flesh and
bone of man, is placed in the fifth commandment,
in a position of equality with man ; ¢ Honor thy
futher and thy mother.” The second place is
-agsigned the wife, only for the sake of order, but
as & ‘‘weaker vessel”” she 1s to be cherished with
~respectful and compassionatelove by the husband :
“The twain shall be one flesh.”  Their spiritual
-interests are so very intimately united, that if
- thejr prayers are not harmonious, the loss is sus-
tained by beth. 1 Pet. 8:7, last clause. One
.in love and mind, they are, in God’s purpose, to

_stand together as representatives of the Heavenly
:Father, i lofty, gentle, and self-denying dig-
énity; and the dear children are to render themn
‘glad and willing obedience. Matt. 19:5; Ex.
90412,

7 At is thus easily seen that the intention of the
“loving Creator 1s that the husband and wife
“should be one for time and for eternity; this is
“proved by the case of Adam and Eve, who would
> have lived on forever, but for the transgression.
“Gen. 2:17, last part. While neither of them is
~to abdicate individual character, both are to per-
form personal duties, with a sepse of responsibil-
" ity, the special interest of each being the best good
“of the other.

~ Buch views of the family are vastly different
-from those that prevail in the Christian world ;
‘fex marriage is often only a convenient means of
¢ farnishing support to the one or the other of the
“interested parties. Instead of the loving, inti-
‘mate, and perfect union taught i Holy Writ,
« we often find almost the opposite, even among pro-
sfessed commandment-keepers. But we feel sure

that often ignorance of this blessed truth which
lies at the foundation of family prosperity and
happiness, is the cause of thelack of that tender
sympathy and self-denying love which brings
heaven into the home. It 1s our Lord’s purpose
that an intelligent growth in spiritual life shall
bring the precious and most profitable results,
presented in Eph. 5:28, 82, 88: ¢ So ought
men to love their wives as their own bodies. e
that loveth his wife loveth himself.” ¢¢This is
a great mystery : but I speak concerning Christ
and the church. Nevertheless let every one of
you in particular so love his wife even as himself ;
and the wife see that she reverence her hus-
band.”

This reminds us of the illustration given by the
Spirit of Christ, of the union of Jesus with his dis-
ciples, in the Songs of Solomon. (1 Pet. 1:11.)
He shows the position that he gives them, in
these words: ¢ Henceforth I call you not serv-
auts; . . . bnt 1 have called you friends.”
John 15:15. Hence we are to conclude that
next to their relation with Christ, the nearest and
dearest relation experienced by his followers is that
of husband and wife.

Now, the object of special interest in the work
of life of both, is their children’s spiritural suc-
cess. As Christ sanctified himself for his dis-
ciples’ sake, so will faithful parents live an
exemplary life of love, humility, and union, each
submitting to the other, and esteeming the other
as better than himself. Any difference mn taste,
and any defects of character will be laid aside,
so that their prayers shall not be hindered.
1 Pet. 8:7. The husband bearing in mind the
fact that he is the stronger vessel, and that there-
fore the care and defense of his wife and daugh-
ters are his most important duty, the sons of such
a noble man will accept the same charge in refer-
ence to the weaker sex. Thus the heavenly har-
mony existing between father and mother will
be reflected in the lives of their children. From
the father to the youngest child, all will vie with
each other to show cheerful, loving self-denial
for the good of others. The unnatural and sad
spectacle of sons’ opposing their mother, or of
daughters rejecting their father’s will to favor the
other parent, will not be seen in a home where
the grand and good law of God is obeyed. But
a sacred work fraught with eternal results, will
constantly be going on there ; temporal labor and
pursuits compared with it, are msignificant.

¢‘Train up 2 child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from 1t.”
Prov. 22:6. To train, or catechise, as the mar-
gin reads, is the same as teaching. More deli-
nite directions are found in Deut. 6 : 6, 7: <“And
these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be 1n thine heart: and thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk

of them when thon sittest in thine house, aund

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up.” The law
of our God is to be in the parents’ hearts, and
they are to teach it at all times to the children.
During the bright morning hours of the children’s
life, when questions without number keep their
rosy lips active, revealing the hunger for divine
instructions, is the most propitious time to fulfill
this command. The teaching mentioned here
includes more than simply giving information,
as the case of Abraham shows: ¢“For I know him,
that ke will command his children and his house-
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of
the Lord, to do justice and judgment.” Gen.
18 :19. So, then, the [athers are to require obe-
dience to the just and profitable commands of
the Lord. When 1t is necessary to save the
stubborn, the rod is not to be avoided; in great-
est tenderness the stripes are to be given, that
the child may understand that inevitable chas-
tisement—death in the lake of fire—must be
shunned. Prov. 23:13, 14.

A wise, godly course will lead parents to keep
the hands of their children busy for the sake of
the good habits thus formed, and to avoid the
dangers of idleness as well, for the sake of

profit and health. For ¢‘it is good for a man

that he bear the yoke in his youth.” Lam. 3:
275 also 1 Sam. 1:24; 2:11. ¢ Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might”
(Ecel. 9:10), is as true in reference to little chil-
dren, as it is in reference to larger ones. What
good and wise mother does not plan to occupy
the little hands of her babe, that it may not be
fretful and uneasy? <¢‘And ye fathers, pro-
voke not your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
Eph. 6:4. ¢ Children, obey your parents in
the Lord: for this is vight. . . . That it may
be well with thee.” Verses 1, 8. This course
will insure the fulfilling of the promise: ¢Train
up a child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov.
22:6. And when Jesus shall appear, the wise
and faithful father and mother coming to him with
their children, will be able to say: ¢“Behold I
and the children which God hath given me.”
Heb. 2:18.

Every command of the law of God is broad and
delightful, in the sweet and rich fruits it offers
to those who, with the patience of the saints,
“‘keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.” But the fifth is more important than
all those that follow. .

We wish to present at this point the solution
of a difficult question, which has occupied the
minds of the faithful of all times. We have
shown that God intended that the husband and the
wife should remain united forever. Cases are
met with, however, in which for some causes,”
harmony seems impossible. This last word opens
the secret by which God’s order may be restored
fully.  <“With men this is 1mpossible; but weth
God all things are possible.” Matt. 19 : 26.
The love of God has been shown to his ereatures
even when they were covered with the leprogy of
sin. He loved and saved us when we were but
sinners.  ¢“God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” Rom. 5:8. ¢ Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to bethe propitiation for our sins.” The im-
portant pointto consider is this : 2hissame love that
God had for poor sinners, is placed in our hearts,
by the Holy Ghost. Rom. 5:5. When our con-
version to God shall be genuine and full, we shall
love all men and women with the pure love that
the Lord has for them. Thus there is hope and -
joy in store for the dear souls that sin has es-
tranged. The will of God is.that more intimate
union shall exist Letween husband and wife ; and
that, if separated, they shall e reconciled, by
the sure and cheering weans indicated above.
1 Cor. T:11. But the work must be mutual.

It is absolutely necessary that greater love
should exist-in the family, so that it may be
shown in the church. By that mcans alone, the
prosperous condifion of the people of God, re-
vealed in Mal. 4: 6 (¢ And he shall turn the heart
of the fathers [and mothers] to the children, and
the heart of the children to their fathers [and
mothers], lest I come and smite the earth with a
curse”) will be realized fully.

Pauvr E. Gros.

SOME THINGS A BQY SHOULD LEARN.

A Boy should learn-—
: To tell the truth.
Tolet cigarettes alone.
To ride, row, and swim.
To be kind to all animals.
To be manly and courageous.
To build a fence scientifically.
To fill the wood-box every might.
To shut doors without slamming.
To be gentle to his little sisters.

To do errands promptly and cheerfully.
To sew on a button and darn a stocking.
To shut doors in winter to keep the cold out.
To shut screens in swmmer to keep the flies out.
To wash dishes and make his bed when necessary.
To get ready to go away without the help of
mother and sisters in making preparation.—Sel.
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Thy Iission Hield.

‘“Blessed are yo that sow beside all waters,”—Isa, 32 : 20,

QONDUCTED BY J, O, CORLISS AND W, O, WHITE,

' “TRUST AND WAIT.”
“Trugr and wait!” O soul, be patient;
Meekly bear life’s heavy cross;
Trust in Jesus, for he only
Gives us gain for every loss.
Waiting for him in the furnace,
Purifies from earthly dross.

“Trust and wait!” O weary spirit,
For the answer to thy prayer;
Though he tarry, he will hear thee
Plead his promises so rare.
Bow in faith before the altar,
Bring thy burden ; leave it there.
—Mary B. Wingate, in Missionary IHelper.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT.

W= have received official notice from the Sec-
retary of the Student Volunteer Movement for
Foreign Missions, of an International Convention,
to he conducted by that organization in Cleveland,
Olio, Feb. 26 to March 1, 1891. The officers
are putting forth most laudable efforts to insure
the success of this meeting, that 1t may be a
season of especial benefit not only to all who at-
tend, but alsoto the friends of the movement, the
world over.

Delegates are expected from all the Volunteer
Bands in the United States, and Canada. Mis-
sionaries will be present from South America,
Mexico, Japan, India, China, Syria, Persia, and
Afrieca.  The very best authorities on foreign
mission flelds, who are in the country, will be
found at the convention. The following will be
prominent features of the program: The Con-
dition of the World; The Existing Missionary
Agencies; Student Volunteer Movement; Con-
secration. The day sessions will be given up al-
most entirely to conference and prayer. In the
evenings there will be platform meetings. There
will be on exhibition one of the most complete
collections of missionary books, maps, charts,
tracts, and Periodicals ever brought together at
any"convention.

All who are interested in the movement, and
can do so consistently, should attend this con-
We know of no enterprise for the
advancement of foreign mission work, that we can
indorse more heartily than the Student Volunteer
It is undenominational in character,
but has sympathy and encouragement from all
Christian bodies. = Their wottois, Zhe evangeliza-
tion [not the conwersion) of the world in this
The movement originated at the

.« Mount Hermon meeting of college men in 1886.

At that time 100 of the 250 students present
from all parts of the United States and Canada,
volunteered for the foreign field. Since then,
the movement has been extended among the in-
stitutions of learning on this Continent, until now
there are over 5,000 students who have signified
their willingness and desire to become foreign
missionaries, Over 800 of their number have
already sailed. Many others are ready to go
when the way opens, but a large majority are in
the various stages of preparation.

The convention will be held in the Y. M.
C. A. buildings. The opening session will be at
8 . M. Thursday, Feb. 26; and the closing on
Sunday night, March 1.

THE RUSSIAN POLICE.

TyE instrament of the law most dreaded and
hated by the subjects of the ezar of Russia, is the
police. ~ The very name sends a thrill of horror
throngh those who feel that they have fallen un-
der their ban. _

Of the high orsecret police, very little is known ;
for, as a noted writer on the subject has tersely
stated, ¢If every one knew all about it, it would
not be secret,” Since 1864 it has confined its
operations to political matters, without interfer-

*and no lawyers, but solely by the police.

ing in ordinary criminal affairs. Suspicion and
terror speak of this body as the government spy,
acting not only in Russia, but 1n every land to
which Russians have cmigrated, and as making a
careful record of the movements of all who, by
their position or from their opinions, may be con-
sidereg dangerous to the power of the czar.

The ordinary police may be divided into two
classes,—town and rural. The former are gener-
ally veteran soldiers. They are attired in a mili-
tary uniform, and carry swords. Their barracks
consist of small huts on the streets over which
they preside. To tell exactly where their juris-
diction commences, and how far it extends, is a
conundram difficult for an outsider to solve. Not
only are they authorized to prevent and detect
crime, preserve peace, and supervise the cleans-
ing of the streets, but in some enigmatical man-
ner they are mixed up with all the private pursuits
in life of those around them.

The police regulations harass all within the
Russian realm, and at almost every step,—in
walking, riding, or stopping at home; insending
letters or parcels; in entering or leaving the
country,—on almost every possible pretext, one
is liable to police interference of one sort or an-
other. Before changing from one town to an-
other, or even moving to different lodgings in the
same town, the police must be consulted, and
their permission obtained.

The rural police are simply village peasants.
Their only visible weapon is a walking-stick, and
their uniform a brass badge. Like the town po-
lice, they have many duties beyond keeping the
peace.

In Russia every conceivable act of man is
regulated by law.  No private enterprises can be
established, no business entered upon, without
the consent of the State. And it must be re-
membered that Russian law is not the enactment
of a congress or parliament, but the decree of
one man—the czar. It is true that his councils
frame the laws; but the absolute power to veto
or approve 18 in his hand.

In most countries, those things not expressly
prohibited by law, are allowed. This rule is re-
versed in Russia: everything is forbidden that
the law does not expressly allow, or, to use their
own term, tolerate. The nation is regarded as a
concourse of people to be governed according to
the wish of the czarj but not to govern as they
might think would be for their own best good.
Says Mr. Curtis, whose. valuable work, ¢ The
Land of the Nihilist,” is replete with informa-
tion on this point : ¢“They have an expression in
Russia concerning those 'who have been arrested,
¢He has offended!’ Offended how? That is
nobody’s business, and the less people inquire the
better. He has offended the police, and they
accept no apologies, and seldom forgive. He
may not have violated written law, or even cus-
tom ; he has simply offended; that is sufficient;
he goes to prison, or perhaps to Siberia, as the
tyrant dictates; forno court interferes, and writs
of habeas corpus have not yet entered into the
¢ Administrative System.’”

Russia has courts for the prosecution of civil
and ordinary criminal cases, but crimes against
the czar are tried by military commissions. In
almost every case these investigations are as se-
cret as the Inquisition, attended by no reporters
In
such instances the accused is not allowed to con-
front his accuser, or those who are called as wit-
nesses agamst hun, nor is he allowed even to
know who they are.

In 1886, according to the official records, there
were 703,254 persons imprisoned in Russia. OF
these, about nmmety per cent. were regularly sen-
tenced by the courts. One tenth, or 70,000
persons, were imprisoned by the police for causes
unknown to the public. On the first of January,
1887, there were 96,272 persons known to be in
prison. Of these at least one seventh were po-
litical offenders, held by order of the police with-
out any further trial than secret, emparte investi-
gation. It is estimated that two per cent. of the
prisoners die before their sentences are executed,

owing to the unhealthy condition of the dungeons |
and the manner in which they are treated; an
one fifth of the total number arrested in the em
pire, are transported to Siberia. -The actual num-
ber cannot be obtained, for the transactions off
the police department are not fully reported.

P. T. M.

RUSSIA’S RELIGIOUS LAWS. b ]

THERE is no government in the world which i
has talken upon itself the responsibility of super 8
intending the religion of its subjects to such anj§
extent as that of the Russian Empire. »
and State are so closely united that it is almosi @
impossible to discover where the functions of the 8
one end, and those of the other begin. ‘

The stringency of the laws regulating the con-§&
duct of the Russian people toward the State}
Church, is an enigma to those who live in countries §
where men are free to worship God according toJ§
the dictates of theirown conscience. The severity &
with which all who dare to transgress these 1a%s §
are punished, fills with amazement the minds of]
thinking men in all other civilized nations. Re g
nowned statesmen fail to understand how suchaf
system of intolerance and cruelty can contro] 87,-]
472,900 civilized people, under the blazing light §
of religious liberty, the raysof which have illo-§
mined so many of the reformatory movements of
other Kuropean powers, during the nineteenth §
century. ]

In the Dark Ages, dissenters in every part of]
Europe were maltreated; butall the other powers,
except Russia, have taken advance steps. Lord
Stanhope, in the British House of Lords, in 1827
said, ‘“The time was when toleration was craved
by dissenters as a boon ; it is now demanded as a
right; but the time will come when it will be
spurned as an insult.” Russia is tolerant only i
the sense that she permits dissenters from the
Greek Church to dwell within her domain; but
she denies the right of self-extension, and mis-
sionary efforts except in favor of the State relig-
ion, and she forbids and punishes apostasy from it.

The {ollowing sections from the Russian Penal
Code, are copied from Kennan’s article in the
April, 1888, Century :—

SEctIoN 176.—Whoever dares with premeditation, and
publicly in a church, to blasphenie [literally, folay blams
upon] the glorious Triune of God, or our Most Pure Ruler
and Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, or the illustri
ous Cross of the Lord God Our Saviour Jesus Christ, of
the Incorporeal Heavenly Powers, or the Holy Saints or
God and their Images, such person shall be deprived of
all civil rights, and exiled for life, with not less than
twelve nor more than fifteen years of penal servilude
1t such crime shall be commitied not in & church but in
a public place, or in the presence of a number of assem-
bled people, be that number large or small, the offender
shall be deprived of all civil rights, and exiled for life,
with not less than six nor more than eight years penal
servitude. ‘

Sec. 177.—If the offense described in the foregoing
section be committed not in a public place nor before s
large assemblage of people, but nevertheless in the pres
ence of witnesses, with an intention to shake the faith of
the latter or lead them astray, the offender shall be de-
prived of all civil rights, and exiled for life to the most
remote part of Siberia.

Src. 181.-—Whoever, in a printed work, or even in s
written composition, if the latter be by him in any man-
ner publicly circulated, indulges in blasphemy, or speaks
opprobriously of the Saints of the Lord, or condemns«
Christian faith or the orthodox church, or reviles the
Sacred Scriptures or the Holy Sacraments, such person
shall be deprived of all civil rights, and exiled for life to
the most remote part of Siberia. The same punishment
shall be inflicted upon all persons who knowingly sell,
or in any other way publicly circulate such works or
compositions.

Section 187 declares that if any person tempt
or persuade an adberent of the Russo-Greek
Chureh to leave that church and join some othe
Christian denomination, he shall be banished f
Siberia for life.

Section 188 provides that if any person shal
leave the orthodox church and join another Chips
tian denomination, he shall be handed over to %)h
ecclesiastical authorities for instruction and ad
monition; his minor children shall be taken int
the custody of the government, his real estat
shall be put into the hands of an administrator
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and until he abjures his errors he shall haveno
further control over either.

SEc. 196.—All persons who shall be guilty of aiding
in the extension of existing sects, or who shall be instru-
mental in the creation of new sects hostile or injurious
to the orthodox faith, shail be deprived of all civil rights,
and exiled for life either to Siberia or to the Trans-Cau-
casus.

The foregoing is a fair sample of Russia’s legal
weapons against all whose creed differs from her
state religion, and by which she governs the mem-
bers of the State Church. It also clearly shows
that she attaches great importance to the church
as the stronghold of her authority, and that in-
stead of relaxing severity toward dissenters, dur-
ing the last few years she is really becoming more
strict. P. T. M.

Spepial W ention,

NOT A CHRISTIAN GOVERNMENT.

[Tae following from the New York Weekly
Witness, of Jan. 28, is an expression of senti-
ments which will interest our readers, and views
which we are glad to see emanating from that
source i— |
7o the Editor.—

In the Christian Nation of Nov. 19, we find
the following :—

A commitee of ministers and laymen, headed by Dr.
L N. Hays, of Pittsburgh, Pa”, about three weeks ago
called on President Harrison, and urged that Christ be
suitably acknowledged in his forthcoming Thanksgiving
proclamation. We regret to place on record that he re-
fused the commiltee’s request, stating that he did not be-
lieve it would be in harmony with our institutions.

The same request was made the year previous,
with like result. Some have always held that
the Government of this country is not Christian.
This view 1s confirmed by the President, who, of
all men, should understand the character of the
Government of which he istheliead. Now a ques-
tion arises, May an individual or nation approach
God apart from Jesus Christ, the Mediator, and
the Governor of nations? It is written, ¢“Thrones
and dominions, principalities and powers were
created by him and for him.” Will the editor
please consider it, and speak his mind?

SaMUEL ALLEN.

Balm, Pa., Jon. 8, 1891.

This demand for a formal recognition of the
sovereignty of Christ appears to have its ofigin
in a looseness of phraseology and a consequent
confusion of ideas. It may be well enough in
ordinary conversation, to call a people who, as a
whole, accept the Christian religion theoretically,
" a Christian nation ; because no one is deceived
by that expression. But before basing an argu-
ment on any word, it is necessary to make sure
that the word, as used, expresses an exact and
correct idea.

Does Mr. Allenreally believe that, in the proper
sigpificance of the word, the American people
are a Christian nation? And if they are not a
Christian nation, how can they possibly have a
Christian government? A Christian, strictly
speaking, is a man who believes on the Lord Jesus
Christ as his personal Saviour, and who, because
of his acceptance of Christ, has been adopted
into the family of God. Axre all the people of
this country Christians? Ave there even a ma-
jority of Christians in the nation? . If not, how
can we possibly be a Christian nation?

Jesus himself said : <My kingdom is not of
this world.” It is no part of his plan under the
present dispensation, to impose his authority on
unwilling hearts.  An oflicial recognition of
Christ as the ruler of this country, would be a
recognition of a claim which he has never author-
ized to be made on his behalf, and would be a
misstatement of fact. There can be no question
about God’s supremacy in all matters to the ex-
tent to which he sees proper to interfere ; that he
overrules even the actions of wicked men, to work
out his plans, is a truth which cannot be success-

fully disputed; but the personal sovereignty of

Christ is, as yet, a sovereignty of love only. He
reigns by love in the hearts of those who volun-
tarily receive him as their King,

1t would, indeed, be a glorious thing if Christ
was crowned King by even one nation upon earth ;
but that can only come to pass through the action
of the individuals of which that nation is com-
posed. It could not be done by asimple vote of
the majority, even if the majority were so dis-
posed.

Would it not be a mockery for the President to
announce, officially, that Christ is Lord para-
mount in this country, when every smart school-
boy knows that the Devil has a great deal more
to do with the government of the country, and
with the habits of the people, than Christ has?

Brooklyn, the home of the Christian Nation,
from which Mr. Allen quotes, is called, ¢The
City of Churches.” Surely there, if anywhere,
the fact of Christ’s rulership should be visible.
Yet what do we see #—Less than 800 Protestant
churches and more than 3,000 saloons, not to
speak of other establishments whose busmess it
is to promote the interests of the Devil’s king-
dom. The churches are open for business one
day in a week, and for an hour or two at differ-
ent times during the week; the saloons are open
for business at least six days in the week, and
eighteen hours a day. The people who support
the churches think they are doing as much as can
reasonably be expected of them, in subscribing
to building funds, paying pew rents, and attend-
ing a few stated services; the people who sup-
port the saloons go there for their own pleasure,
and think very little of the money that it costs
them. The simple fact is, that a very small pro-
portion of Brooklyn’s population of 800,000
souls, serve Christ a little, and for the most part
as a matter of obligation; a very much larger
proportion of the same population serve the Devil
a great deal, and that willingly.

And the other big cities, with the exception of
Philadelphia, and perhaps Boston, are much
worse than Brooklyn. TIn the country districts
there is much less open or visible wickedness,
but there is also much less active and aggressive
goodness. The difference between the country
and the city in the matter of moral and spiritual
tone, is, therefore, more a matter of intensity
than of quality.

Then, look at the character of our govern-
ments :— ’

In New York City, Tammany Hall reigns su-
preme; and Tammany 1s dominated by saloon-
keepers, some of them of the most disreputable
character. Would it not make the Devil laugh
if our Tammany mayor should issue a proclama-
tion declaring that Christ is the Supreme Ruler,
and that he derives his authority from Christ?
Or, to take a step higher up, how would such a
proclamation look if issued by Gov. Hill, who is
n league with Tammany, and owes his office to
his shrewdness in the use of the most indefensi-
ble kind of political tactics?

And, whatever may be the opinion of the
reader as to the character of our Federal Govern-
ment in the hands of those now in charge of it,
an official recognition of Christ’s overlordship
would be quite as incongruous coming from
Washington, as it would be issued from Albany
or from our own City Hall; for the difference be-
tween the kingdom of Christ and the governments
of this world 1s not a mere matter of degree, but

one of kind. His kingdom is a spiritual, and

not a material one, whether good or bad.

If it was merely a question as to whether good-
ness or badness was the most prevalent feature,
then every Democrat would be bound to assume
that the Devil is king wherever the Republican
party is in power; and every Republican would
be bound to assume that the Devil is king wher-
ever the Democratic party holds power—that is,
if they each believe the accounts of things given
in their respective party organs.

The very absurdity of this suggestion is, of
itsclf, a sufficient reply to the demand that Christ
should be recognized by a government under the
control of one of these parties, or of any other

party, as the personal sovereign of this country.

We who do joyfully accept Christ as our Lord
and Master, can do better work for him than to
demand a formal vecognition of his authority
from those who in fact and in their personal con-
duct repudiate that anthority.

- Let us see first that we set his will before us
as the one thing to be agecomplished in our lives,
both in our private and our public relations. Let
us also seck earnestly to do all that we can to en-
courage goodness and to discourage badness.
And, above all; let us strive to hasten the com-
ing of the kingdom of Christ, by persuading all
whom we can persuade to forsake sin and conse-
crate their lives to his service.

And as citizens of this ¢¢alien country,” let
us who are, by virbue of the new birth, natives
of the heavenly Jerusalem, seek the peace of the
land in which our lot is providentially cast, as
the Jewish exiles were commanded to seek the
peace of the Babylonish Xmpire while held in
bondage there. And in what belter way can we
seek the peace of this beautiful country—in what
better way can we encourage goodness and dis-
courage badness, than by voting for the banish-
ment of that crime of crimes, the liquor traffic?

“THE MARVEL OF NATIONS.”

Tue following remarkable statements concern-
ing the wonderful growth of our country, are from
the last specch of Seeretary Windom, in New
York, Jan. 29, 1891 :—

Our domestic commerce is without a parallel in the
history of the world. We bave more miles of railroad
than all Europe, Asia, and Africa combined. The float-
ing tonnage, engaged in coastwise commerce, and on our
lakes and rivers, is very far in excess of that of any other
nation. The tonnage which passed through the Detroit
River alone during the 284 days ol navigation in 1889,
exceeded by 2,468,127 tons the entire British and foreign
tonnage which entered and cleared at London and Liver-
pool that year in the foreign and coastwise trade.

The freight which passed through the St. Mary’s Falls
Canal in 1890, excecded by 2,257,876 tons the entire
tonnage of all nations which passed through the Suez
Canal in 1889. The freight carried on railroads of the
United States in 1890 exceeded by over 36,000,000 tons
the aggregate carried on all the railroads of the United
Kingdom, Germany, France, and Russiain 1889. Com-
modities are interchanged among our own people with
greater facility, and at cheaper rates (distance being con-
sidered) than in any other country on earth.

In manufactures we exceeded Great Britain in 1880,
by $1,579,570,191, France by $2,115,000,000, and Ger-
many by $2,805,000,000. In products of agriculture we
excelled Great Britain by $1,425,000,000, France by
$625, 000,000, and Germany by $925, 000, 000,

Our increase of wealth from 1880 to 1890, as compared
with that of other nations, was: United States, $18,578,-
481,493; Great Britain, $3,250,000,000; France, $1,475,-
000,000; Germany, $3,625, 000, 000.

In 1890 our home markels consumed about $10,000,-
000, 000, worth of our own products,—an amount equal to
the entire accumulated wealth of Spain, three times the
increase of wealth in Great Britain for ten years, and
seven times the increase of France for the same period.

THE SCRIPTURES ON THE CHANCEL FLOOR.

Mr. Warson, the vicar of All Saints, elevates
flowers, vases, candles, and candlesticks to places
of honor in his chancel. But the Scriptures, as
contained in the Gospels and Ipistles, he treats
most strangely. I was simply horrified to dis-
cover that the Epistle Book and the Gospel Book
were both intentionally placed upon the floor of
the chancel steps. There they remained through-
out the service. If ritual is intended to teach
the people, what does the position of the Writ-
ten Word on Mr. Watson’s chancel floor teach?
Is it not that the Bible is not worthy of honor?
Does not this virtually throw contempt on the
Scriptures?  Alas! this custom is spreading in
ritvalistic churches.—Fnglish Paper.

—Popery does not stand well near head-quar-
ters. Out of 1,298 newspapers published in Italy’
in 1884, only 194, or 15 per cent., favored the pa-
pacy, while the remaining 1,104, or 85 per cent.,
antagonized the Romish Church and the pope.

—Alaska has the largest gold mir;e in the world.
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** Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Wmd is Tmth "
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A TROUBLESOME QUESTION.

Tar Sabbath was appointed Ly the Lord as a day
of rest. To those who observe it, it is a rest, a
blessing, a delight, and ajoy. To those who will not
keep it, it seems to be the greatest element of dis-
turbance they have to wrestle with. This is the
only conclusion that can be drawn from -the con-
tinual stream of articles, tracts, pamphlets, and
books, which is poured forth from the religious
press, upon the country, to meet the ¢¢seventh-day
heresy. "’

A correspondent calls our attention to an article
on the Sabbath question, in a first-day Adventist
paper of Minneapolis, Minn., with a request tlat
we publish it and answer it. We have not space
for the article, nor for any extended answer, all the
positions taken having many times been canvassed
in the Review. We will, however, state the views
presented in a series of numbered propositions, with
all the reply that is necessary to each,

1. ««We observe the first day of the week be-
cause ‘the Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath.””

By the Sabbath, of which he is Lord, our Saviour
-.xreferred to the seventh day ; and so they say that
because heis Lord of the seventh day, they will keep
the firs¢ day. This is a fair specimen of their rea-
soning, and affords a good idea of the dimensions
of their logie.

2. «“We do not know that our Saturday is the
true seventh day.”

We do; for Christ, when on earth, knew which
was the truc seventh day, and kept it as the Sab-
bath; and there has been no confusion in chro-
nology from that day to this.

3. ¢« The observance of the Sabbath is not men-
_tioned in the Bible, till Exodus 16.”

It is. Gen. 2:3 says that God sanctified the
géventh day. ¢ Sanctify’ means to set apart to
a religious use. The fourth commandment (Ex.
20 : 11) says this day was the ¢<Sabbath day,” when
thus sanctified. Gen. 2:3 is thercfore the record
of a 8abbath law, and that Adam kept it. Christ
says, ‘¢The Sabbath was made for man.”

4. «The day was ¢hanged at the exode.”

_~ This is one-of the silliest claims ever set, up.

“There is not a particle of any evidence of a change |
| Is a woman whose hushand deserts her,

J}hele

5. ¢« The day was fixed for the Israelites in the
wilderness by the fall of the manna.”

The fall of the manna had nothing to do with
fixing the day of the Sabbath. The ¢sixth day”
of Bx. 16:5, 22, was the sixth day of the week,
not the sixth day after the manna began to fall.

6. «The Israclites were on their journey the
-seventh day before the day they were told to keep
as the Sabbath in Kxodus 16; hence that was not
the Sabbath ; and therefore the Sabbath was there
changed.”

Wholly an assumption. It isnot known how long
it was after they came into the wilderness of Sin
(I8x. 16:1) before the manna began to fall,

7. ««The Saturday Sabbath was a constituent
part of the old covenant.”

It was no part of the old covenant. The moral
law of God is the foundation of both covenants,
but no part of those covenants, any more than the
Constitution of the United States is a part of every
State constitutiou or municipal law which is founded
thereon.

8. «*The disciples werc taught to obecrve the
first, day by the Lord’s example in meeting with
them on that day, and on no other of which the
name is mentioned.”

There is ouly one first day mentioned in connec-
tion with Christ's resurreetion, and the forty days
he remuined with his disciples, before he ascended ;
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' 41)(1 let was the gay of his resurrection ; and that had

to be meutioned in making known the event of the
restrrection.  But on that day he only met with a
few of the diseiples individually.  There is no evi-
dence that he ever met with them once collectively
on that day. The meeting of John 20:19, was
when the cvening had come; and the evening intro-
“duced a new day.  This meeting was the same as
that of Mark 1614 ; but this was not until the two
disciples had returned from Emmans (verse 12, 13;
Luke 24 : 13); and the day was ¢ far spent,” or al-
most to its close, wlien they were at immaus, seven
and a half miles away from Jerusalem. That first
day was ended before they got back to Jerusalem
to report to the eleven; and it was on the second
day of the week, therefore, when Christ first met
with his disciples collectively, How much ¢¢exam-
ple” there is in this for keeping the first day as a Sab-
bath, when the disciples did not believe he was risen
(Mark 16 :14), and he gave them not one word of
instruction in regard to the day, any sensible and
eandid reader ean judge.

9. ¢ Cannot the work of creation be commemo-
rated on the first day of the week ?”

No, sir; no more than when one's birthday falls
on Monday, he can celebrate it on the following
Thursday.

10, <1t is highly proper that we remember
Christ’s finished redemptive work.”

But Christ’s redemptive worlk is not yet finished,
und will not be till all his children are redeemed
and placed in possession of the kingdom.

11. ¢ Although there is no record of a positive
command, we are not to infer that he [Christ] gave
no instructions about the Sabbath. We would
rather suppose he did.”

By this the writer means Sunday, of course, but
we have just as much reason to ¢¢infer” that he
also gave instruction about Good Friday and holy
Thursday as about Sunday; so let us adopt the
whole list of Rowmish festivals, and make a com-
plete thing of it.

12. <« His [Christ’s] instructions are exemplified
for us in the recorded practice of the New Testa-
ment church, and in the teaching of its apostolic
writers, "

Very good ; but there is not the first reeorded in-
stance in which the New Testament church ever paid
any attention whatever to the first day of the week,
as a day of rest and worship, nor the first syllable
of instruction from any apostolic writer, for them
to do’so.

And 8o endeth the Sunday chapter.

R

IN THE QUESTION CHAIR.

! MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

and
marries another woman, free to marry again, after
obtaining a divorce from her first husband ?
A J.H

Answer.—Perfectly free—free as far as the New
Testament is concerned, without a divorce; and
with a divorce, clear of course in the eyes of the
law, and the reasonable judgment of any com-
munity. On two oceasions the Saviour wuses
language which plainly shows that when either
one of a married couple breaks the marriage cove-
nant, the injured party is lawfully free from the
marriage vow, and may marry again. Matt. 5
32;19: 9. The language of Paulin Rom. 7: 1-4,
does not contradict or restriet these declarations of
Christ's. Paul in Romans 7, simply uses the mar-
riage relation to illustrate his subject, which is our
relation first to the ¢<old man of sin,” which is the
first husband, and secondly, to Christ, the new man,
or the second husband; and for this purpose he
¢ould, of course, use only one condition, that is, the
death of one of the parties. But if any insist on
wresting this seripture (Rom. 7 : 1-3) from its legiti-
mafe purpose, and using it as a treatise on physical
marriage, it is sufficient to reply that even then it
is easily harmonized with the passages above quoted
from Matthew ; for when one breaks the marriage
covenant in the way our Lord mentions, that party
I'is, to all intents and purposes, dead to the other

. party,

50 jao’ us thut rda.z'wn is concerned. 'That
relation, as far as they two are concerned, is then
destroyed ; and if it be the man who has offended,
the woman is free to form a new relation with an-
other man; and if it is the woman who has of-
fended, the man las the same liberty.

GOD THE AUTHOR OF RVIL.

Evil be