“Here is the Patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.
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ENOWING FRIENDS.

BY ELDER L. D. SANTEE.
 (Princeville, Ill.)

“PBur then shall I know even as also I am known.” 1 Cor, 18:12.
There is a thought that barfishes my sadness,
When all the busy cares of day have fled,
That all the resurrected friends in gladness
Called from the silence of their dusty beds,
Shall be the same when I again behold them,
The same when I shall greet them by and by,
The same when once ‘again my arms enfold them,
And with them journey to our home on high.

That in the wondrous change to the immortal
They are not lost to those that held them dear,
But after we have passed through heaven’s portal,

We’ll know them there as we have known them
here.
The same fond eyes, though void of every sorrow,
The game true heart, though free from every pain;
My spirit thrills that on some glorious morrow
My loved ones I shall recognize again.

God will not take the ones who ’ll walk in glory,
And make them strangers in the world above.

'T would dim the sweetness of the wondrous story,
Did we not know the friends that here we love;

But when we’re fashioned like unto the angels,
And worship at Jehovah’s shining throne,

We’ll raise a loud, a thrilling, sweet evangel,
To feel that there we know as we are known.

Duy Gontyibutors,

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his name.”—Mal. 8 : 16, ’

SUNDAY-KEEPING; WILL IT ANSWER
THE PURPOSE ?

BY ELDER W, H. LITTLEJOHN.
(Battle Creek, Mich.)

(Continued.)

Saul and Somuel. 1 Sam. 15:13-23. The
God of Israel through Samuel instructed Saul to
destroy the Amalekites utterly, not sparing man,
woman, child, or even beast. In the main, Saul
had performed the commandment of the Lord.
He had only spared one king, and a few of the:
best of the sheep and oxen. These latter he hads
preserved also to be sacrificed unto the Lord.
 He pleaded therefore with great show of reason,
that his motive was a good ‘one. Nevertheless,
the sturdy seer shivered all of his pretexts with
one blow. Said he: ¢“To obey is better than
sacrifice.”  Obedience is prized by the Lord
above everything else. Saul ventured to disobey
in the name of religion, and lost his kingdom
and his life, as well as his soul. Let us learn
from his experience that the Majesty of heaven
cannot be tampered with in the matter of exact
compliance with his requirements,

The ark omd the men of Beth-shemesh.
18am. 6:15-20. Through the fortunes of war,
the Philistines, an idolatrous people, had come
into the possession of the ark of God. It had
remained with them for seven months. Such
were the judgments to which they were subjected
on account of their detention of the ark, that
they voluntarily decided to have it transported
outof their territory. ~ For this purpose two milch
kine were attached to a cart, on which the ark
was placed. The kine of their own accord went
directly to Beth-shemesh, where they stopped.
The people of that place who were Israelites,
were greatly rejoiced at sight of the ark, and it
was removed from the cart and placed upon a
great stone where sacrifices were offered to the
God of heaven. The men of Beth-shemesh, anx-
ious to know whether the tables of the law still
remained in the ark after its captivity, caused it
to be opened, in order to gratify their curiosity.
A superficial view of the subject might commend
their course as springing from zeal for the law of
God. Heaven, however, did not approve their
action. God in his wrath at the indignity offered
to him in this transaction, slew a multitude of
the people.  Fifty thousand men were sacrificed
that day, to teach them that God meant what he
said, when he gave directions that only the priests
and the Levites should come near to the ark.
Can 1t be possible, reader, that it would be a safe
thing to deviate presumptuously from the require-
ments of one of those ‘“ten words” that were
thought worthy to be deposited in an ark, the
bare touching of which by unconsecrated hands
was followed by such terrible judgments ¢

Uzzah and the ark of God. 2 Sam. 6:6, 7.
When King David with a vast multitude of peo-
ple, conveyed the ark from the house of Abina-
dab, where it had been lodged for a time, to the
city of Jerusalem, that sacred chest was placed
upon a newly-constructed cart. The day was one
of festivity and rejoicing. There was a solemn
tragedy, however, that threw a gldom over the oc-
casion. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,
as the record states, ¢ drave the cart.” The oxen
in their progress shook the ark, and it was per-
haps in danger of falling to the ground. To
prevent this, Uzzah reached forth his hand and
steadied the ark. In an instant that unfortuna'te
man lay prone upon the ground, a corpse. ~ ¢‘The
anger of the Lord,” says the inspired historian,
““was kindled against Uzzah, and God smote him
there for his error; and there he died by the ark
of God.” ' (

s+ The infidel professes to be greatly shocked by
this transaction, and accuses the God of the Bible
of brutality. But let us calmly consider the mat-

ter: The impulse of Uzzah was a natural one.-

His desire to save the ark from harm wag lauda-
ble, but his mistake consisted in venturing to at-
tempt, for a good end, to steady the ark, when
God had commanded that none but the Levites
should come near to it. His lack was that of
reverence. He lost hig life from a failure to rev-
erence the majesty of God, and to appreciate the
fact that God cannot be trifled with in matters
concerning which he has spoken. Ie should
have remembered that the same God who had
commanded him to keep his hands off from the
ark, was fully capable of preserving it from harm.
Had Uzzah’s case been passed over without a

visitation of the divine judgment, multitudes pre-
suming upon his escape unharmed, would have
ventured to even greater acts of irreverence. It
was therefore necessary that God should make
an example of Uzzah for the benefit of those who
should hear of his tragicend. The moral is this:
It is not safe even for what may seem to be a
good purpose, to transgress any of God’s com-
mandments. Do what God requires, and he will
take care of the result. ’

David ond the numbering of the people of
Isracl. 2 Sam. 24 :1-17. David, the king of
Israel was very anxious on a certain occasion, to
number his subjects. Had not the Lord com-
manded to the contrary, the numbering of Tsrael
by David might have been considered a praise-
worthy act. As it was, it became a grave
offense. Satan well knew that such would be
the case, and he brought the whole power of his
influence to bear upon the king, until he induced
him-—contrary to the advice of Joab and others,
to take the hazard. In due time the work was
accomplished. Now for the result, here it is:
¢“So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from
the morning even to the time appointed: and
there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-
sheba seventy thousand men.” Verse 15. See
King David, as he pleads in agony of soul with
God to spare the unoffending sheep, and ask
yourselves whether you think he would venture
a second time to depart from the Lord’s direc-
tions.

It is never safe to try to supplement the wis-
dom of God. He always has a reason for doing
what he does, even though he may not see fit to
assign that reason. In the fourth commandment
of the decalogue are these words : ‘‘The' seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it
thou shalt not do any work.” Should one vent-
ure to make the seventh day a day of labor con-
trary to this law, would God exonerate him?
If so, upon what principle could he justify the
slaying of the seventy thousand mentioned above !
Is not the prohibition to work on the seventh
day equally éxplicit with that which related to
the numbering of the people ?

The mam that gathered sticks on the Sabbath.
Num. 15 : 32-86." Lestany oneshould fancy that
in the instances heretofore cited the offense was
a greater one than Sabbath-breaking, we intro-
duce the case of the man that gathered sticks on
the Sabbath in the wilderness. Here the atten-
tion of the Lord was directed to the obligation,
imposed by the very commandment which is pass-
ing in review. The case evidently was not an
accidental one. God took an offender whose
crime would appear not of the most aggravated
sort, and visited upon him the terrible pun-
ishment of death by stoning in the sight of the
whole multitude, that they might be impressed
with the sacredness of the Sabbath command.
No doubt the culprit had some sort of excuse.
No doubt he pleaded the necessity of fuel for the
purposes of bodily comfort or the requirements
of cooking, but it was all in vain; those things
should have been looked after previously, and
God took his case to illustrate the equal sanctity
of all his ten words. We might pause to call
attention to the factof God’s love for his Sabbath,
as brought to view in his promise that Jerusalem
should stand forever, provided they would keep
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it (Jer. 17 : 21-23), but it is time to pass to the

consideration of New Testament examples.
(70 be continued.,)

“BE YE TRANSFORMED.”

r
BY ELDER F. D. STARR.
(Iadianapolis, Ind. )

Tue Christian life, as well as all other forms
of life, is onc of change. ¢ Be not conformed to
this world ; buat be ye transformed by the reuew-
ing of your mind.” Rom. 12:2. The idea of a
fixed, changeless condition finds no place here.
We are either becoming more and more like the
world, or we are having our minds renewed, trans-
formed continnally into the likeness of Christ’s
mind.

It seems to me that all the force and beauty of
the original language is not always preserved in
the translation into our own vernacular ; the close
relationship between passages where the same
word was used in the original is not discerned,
because that word is rendered in a variety of ways
in our version. If the reader will turn to Matt.
17:2 or ‘Mark 9: 2, he will read that Christ
was transfigured before his disciples. The fact
that the word here rendered ¢‘transfigured”
(metamorphdo) is the same as the word rendered
‘transformed ” at the head of this article; makes
the matter one of intense interest. The very be-
ing thrills at the thought. The conception itself
1s enough to stir and change the soul.

With what delight the mind dwells upon the
sublime scene of the transfiguration of Christ.
Can it be that the Christian is to experience in
mind what Christ experienced in outward appear-
ance?! Marvelous indeed is this metamorphosis
in the converted man, by which he becomes a par-
taker of the divine nature. Luke says 1t was as
he prayed, that the fashion of Jesus’ countenance
was altered. Luke 9:29. And is not this the
attitude in which the saint of God is frequently
found when the change of mind and nature is
brought about in such a perceptible manner?
““Changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Cor.
3:18. Here again we have the same originat
term. The word translated ¢‘changed” is the
same word as that before rendered <¢trans-
formed” and ‘‘transfigured.” How the sacred
light beams afresh upon the subject, as we view
it from this standpoint! Transformed by the
renewing of the mind into the same image,—the
glorious image of Christ even as he was trans-
formed when the disciples were with him in.the
‘holy mount! ¢<What shall we say to these
things?” Pen and tongue are outdone by the
thought. Luther translates 2 Cor. 8:18 thus:
«“But now is mirrored in us all, the glory of the
Lord with unveiled face, and we are transfigured
[or glorified] into the same image from one glory
to another,"etc.  Shall we be transformed by the
renewing of our minds, or shall we be conformed
to this world (or this age, aiov)?

The spirit of the age is that against which
Christ so emphatically warns in Luke 21: 34 ;
hearts overcharged with surfeiting, drunkenness,
and cares (riches and pleasures) of this life. It
is said that in the time of the bloody French
Revolution, when so many thousands of victims
were mercilessly slaughtered by means of the
guillotine, the taking of humau life was such a
familiar oceurrence, that the spirit of the age led
the fashionable women of France to wear as orna-
ments on their persons miniature guillotines.
That same spirit to-day leads not only tq the wear-
ing of gold and pearls and costly array, but
even the forests are being robbed “of their
beautiful warbling songsters, that the heads of
the gentler sex may be decorated with the lifeless
bodiesof the innocent birds. In how many other
ways are we in danger of conforming to the
world ! Beware of the spirit of the age.

To understand better the intent of the expres-
sion, ‘‘Be not conformed to this world,” we nb-
tice that the word here rendered ‘‘eonform” is the
gsame as rendered ¢‘fashion” In 1 Pet. 1:14:

«“Not fashioning yourselves according to the for-
mer lust in your ignorance.” To beconformed to
the world is to fashion ourselves according to the
world, according to our former lusts. The same
apostle says (Chap. 4:3, 4): ‘“The time past
of our life may suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lascivious-
ness, lusts, excessof wine, revelings, banquetings,
and abominable idolatries; wherein they think
it strange that ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot.”” Non-conformity to the customs
of the age brings the hatred of the world; but it
also brings the love and the blessing of God.
‘‘Because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.” John 15 :19.

We find from Eph. 5:26, 27 that it is <‘by
the word ’ that the great change is accomplished,
by which every spot and wrinkle is removed, and
the transformation completed. To this our Lord
refers in John 15: 2, 3: «“Every braneh that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it that it may bring
forth move fruit. Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spokenunto you.” Here also
the close connection of the original seems to be
somewhat obscured in the translation; for the
word rendered ¢‘clean” 1s the same as that
rendered ‘‘purged.” Just as dead branches and
superfluous foliage are removed by the pruning-
knife, so all that is usecless and obnoxious about
us is cut away by the word which is sharper than
any pruning-knife or sword. Heb. 4: 12.

We are pruned by the word just as the vine is
pruned by the husbandman’s knife. ¢<Now ye
are clean,” or pruned, the Saviour says, ‘‘by the
word.” Peter knew what it was to be pruned by
the word, no doubt, when the Saviour admin-
istered the rebuke recorded in Matt. 16: 23:
¢ But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee
behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me :
for thou savorest not the things that be of God,
but those that be of men.” Undoubtedly the
twelve did also when the Master told them
(Matt. 18:3): ¢“Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven.” This must
have been somewhat eutting, after they had
had several years’ experience as representatives
of Christ. Many would not endure such use of
the word, and went away. (See John 6:
60, 61, 66.)

In being transformed by the renewing of the
mind, we ‘“may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” From
Eph. 5:1-10 we find that we prove what is
acceptable unto the Lord by abstaining from
filthmess, foolish talking, jesting, etc. Shall

not the transforming power of the word of God,

by which all things were made, and will be made
new, make of us new creatures in Christ?

THE CHARACTER OF GOD'S REMNANT
PEOPLE.

BY J. M. HOPKINS.
(Chatfield, Minn.)

Whire we should look with suspicion upon
every work that savors of fanaticism, and while
we should avoid extreme views on any point, we
should earnestly seek to know just what and how
much our Lord requires of us.  We believe that
we are living in the solemn time of the judgment.
We do not know how quickly our cases may come
up before the heavenly tribunal for the last search-
ing test, and how fearful is the thought that we
may be tried and ¢ found wanting.”

As we turn to passages in the word of God
whieh point out the remnant people, and define
their characteristics, we have brought before us a
holy people. Though few, and poor, and tried,
they are represented as having a very high sense
of morality. Indeed they appear to be without
sin.  We well know that many good people, and
even Christians, repudiate the doctrine of Chris-
tian perfection. But did not Jesus say, <“Beye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfeet™?

Now we do not suppose that Jesus designed to .
teach that his people can ever attain unto that in-
finitely exalted state of perfection occupied by .
the great God. But we do think he requires us
to live as holy and blamelessly in our sphere of
action as God does in his. *

God is infinite, eternal. We are finite, short-
sighted, mortal. We do not believe the Lord
ever laid a duty upon his people which they were
not able, by his grace, to perform. We do not
believe he has given one commaud which man
cannot keep. And if he performs those duties
and keeps those commands, will he not be holy,
sinless?  Butmark, this canonly be accomplished
by divine help, aud that God will freely give.
In Rev. 12:17 is bronght to view just such a
people as this: ¢¢And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ 7 Notice, it does not say they are Zrying-
to keep the commandments of God, or that they
profess to do so, and fail, but they *¢ keep > them.
And notice, too, this is the remnant of God’s
people.  This same company 18 again brought to
view in Rev. 22 : 14: ¢*Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to
the trce of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.” They do hiscommandments.
And again, in Isa. 26:2 we find them: ¢“Open
ye the gates, that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in.” Here they are
said to be “»ighteous” and to keep the truth.
Once more: “Who shall ascend into the hill of
the Lord ? or who shall stand in his holv place?
ITe that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully.” Ps. 24 :3, 4. The prophet
Zephaniah very clearly describes the remnant
church in Chap. 8 :12, 13: «I willalso leave in
the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and
they shall trust in the name of the Lord. The
rempant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak
lies ; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in
their mouth.”

In the face of such testimony who can excuse
sin?  Who will say that God’s people cannot be
holy ?~—And this is the character of theremnant, —
those who live in the time of the judgment, and
just before, and at, the time of the coming of our
Lord. Thebeloved disciplein addressing thissame
company, says: **Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see hiru as heis. And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he 'is pure.” 1 John 3: 2, 3.
And Paul in several instances bears pointed tes-
timony on this point. ‘“And you, that were
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in' the
body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblamable and nnreprovable in his
sight.” Col. 1:21, 22. <¢Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him -
in love.” Eph. 1:38, 4. ¢“And the very God
of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 5: 23. (See also
Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 7:1; Titus 2:12-14.)

Nor need any be discouraged when this strait
Scripture testimony is placed before them. God
is not unjust in his requirements. He will cer-
tainly help every one who will sincerely seek his
strength.  Christ will come into our hearts and
strengthen us forevery emergency and againstevery
propensity. Hear his blessed words: ¢¢Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath be-
gotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an in

heritance ineorruptible, and undefiled, and that
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fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,
who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last

ctime.” 1 Pet. 1:3-5. ¢« Now unto him that
is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our SBaviour,
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and ever. Amen.” Jude 24.

Viewing the remnant ones who had come out -

of fearful trials and conflicts, the seer of Patmos
says: ‘“In their mouth was found no guile: for
they are without fault before the throne of God.”
Rev. 14:5. And in verse 12 he says: ¢ Here
is the patience of the saints : here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.”

Reader, these wordsapply to us, if we are indeed
the remnant church. We believe we are. And
we know that through the in-dwelling and strength-

- ceming influence of God’s Holy Spirit we can live

~ pure, holy, consecrated lives. ‘A new heart
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put

. within you: and I will take away the stony heart

~ out of your flesh, and'I' will give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall
keep my judgments, and do them.” Eze.
36 : 26, 97, ‘ ~

THE SOURCE OF POWER,.

BY W. 8, RITCHIE.
(?m*rowville, Ohio

Gop’s ways are not likeour ways. IHow seldom
would we in our human judgment have chosen
_the ways and means that he has used in the past
to accomplish his work. Even we who have heard
the truth are inclined, it may be, to judge of
-God’s power and the strength of his cause by the
‘agencies or instruments he employs. When the
_learned, the great, and the noble, do not come
- Into our ranks, but rather those who may have
little of this world’s treasure, we may fall into the
great error that God’s cause is as weak accord-
mgly as these are in the eyes of the world.
How wonderfully wide of the truth this is!
The same power that created the forces that are
- arrayed against us is pledged to give us a certain
- victory in the impending crisis.. He asks us fully
* fo trust him to do this; but if he used the means
to carry on the work now that we and the world
have regarded as powerful, then we might never
learn to fully trust. - God brought Israel between
the sea and the Egyptian armies, that they might
know no other way of escape but through him.
He took them where there was no food for the
;ame reason.
in these lagt days with us, because we trust in
our intellect, or wealth, or schools, he will take
“all these things from us, or work through those
‘who do not have them, or having them, put no
“trust in them,
This is why the Lord’s cause is apparently re-
-7duced to such feeble means for its accomplish-
‘ment. It is to teach the world the real sourceof
“'the power. But let no feeble heart think that
these weak instruments through which God works,
Lare ang representation of the power working
through them. Tf they were, then courage
might well depart from usallj for we stand
no comparison at all with the forces of the
enemy. It is only as we think of our Elder
‘Brother being the creator of even other worlds
.than this, and that he so loved us, his brethren,
that he was willing to die on the cross for us,
that we have courage. Whether we look to
‘natare or to the Bible, we find evidences of a love
‘that passes our knowledge. This is where our
“hope lies ; and may we not expect that we will be
“brought more and more into positions that will
“from their nature help us to realize this?

—Responsibility is personal. Before God,
/face to face, each soul must stand to give ac-
‘count.— 2, W. Robertson,

If God cannot carry on his work :

GETHSEMANE.

BY ELDER S. B. WHITNEY.
(Ralla, S. Dak.)

Come, O my soul, to Olive’s brow,

And of thy Saviour learn to bow

In meek submission to the will

Of Him who chldes, yet loves thee still.

O, see the bloody sweat now roll
From off his brow, whose mighty soul
With unknown agony is rent,

And yet in prayer to heaven is sent.

O, hear thy Saviour meekiysay,
“Let this cup pass, if thus it may,
My Father; but if not, thy will,
And not my own, I now fulfill.”

Thrice told, this agonizing cry

Is raised to Him who sits on high;
And he is beard ‘“in that he feared,”
And in his life the law revered.

Thus, too, may I be often heard

‘While yet the grace may seem deferred,
But faith will still the promise claim,
Ask of the Father in my name ;

For if my words abide in thee,
And ye as well abide in me,

Ask what ye will, it shall be done
Por sake of his ““beloved Son.”

Againmy soul, astonished be ! .

That prostrate form was bowed for thee;
For thee was heard-that plaintive moan ;
For thee the bloody sweat ran down.

Canst thou, my soul, his suffering take,
With it baptized, for his dear sake ?
Canst drink the cup he drank for thee,
That thou from sin might’st ransomed be?

If s0, ’t is well; for those who share
His suffering, and bis cross who bear,
8hall with him in his glory reign,
‘When in the clouds he comes again.

Then shrink not from the toil and strife
That ends in everlasting’ life,

But welcome pain and-loss and grief ;
Thy Saviour’s peace brings sweet relief.

All things together work for good )
To those who humbly walk with God;
And naught of good does he withhold,
But burns the dross and saves the gold.

“THE GREAT AMERICAN SABBATH.”

BY JOHN A, OTPY.
(Greeley, Colo.)

Toe Rev. Edward Thompson, Secretary of the
American Sabbath Union for the Pacific Coast,
delivered a lecture in Greeley, inthe M. E. church,
Sunday, Dec. 18, on the subject, ¢‘Is this 4
Christian Nation?” In the evening of the same

. day he lectured on the subject, <“The Day We all

Should Keep.” Hisdiscourse on the first subject
reminded us of what took place at Ephesus, when
¢all with one voice, about the space of two hours
cried out, Great is Dianaof the Ephesians.” But
as the reverend divine is an American, the burden of
his cry for about two hours, was: ¢‘Great is the
American Sabbath !’ Let not National Reform-
ers charge Seventh-day Adventists any more with
secularizing the Sunday their great American idol,
when they themselves lead the van by dropping
the Sunday down to the political platform, and then
appeal to the patriotism of the nation to rally in
defense of it. ¢ We are determined to make 2
strong fight for the American Babbath—the
Sabbath of Washington—the BSabbath of our
fathers,” said thereverend Doctor. Doesnot that
soundsacred? Ordoesitrathersound sacrilegious?
It would sound sacrilegious if the Sunday insti-
tution had any other origin than an earthly one.
The Americans, Washington, and ournational fath-
ers, are deified by National Reformers, as regards
the Sunday Sabbath. Not all the Sunday toil of
the nations of the world, or the combined rumble
of their wheels of commerce, is doing half as
much to seculorize the Sunday Sabbath as are
National Reformers in appealing to the franchise
of the people—the civil arm, to save the day
from desecration !

He would prove that this is a Christian na-
tion ;1 —

(1) By the Declaration of Independence. His
argument from this document was that, as our
Creator has endowed us all with ¢¢certain un-’
alienable rights,” therefore we are a Christian
nation. What brilliant logical acumen! Tet us
try it a little as applied to individuals. I, asan
lndividual, am endowed with ¢¢certain unaliena-
ble rights,” first of which 1s to repent of my sins
and be converted, but I do not choose to exercise
my rights in this way. Am I therefpre a Chris-
tian man ?

(2) From the testimonies of the men who
helped to make the Constitution. First witness
called up was Dr. Franklin, who said: ¢ God
rules in the nations of the earth, therefore I move

ou that a minister be sent for to invoke the bless-
ing of God on this Constitution.” The motion
was carried, the minister was sent for, and God’s
blessing was sought. And this proved us to be
a Christian nation. Let us reason in the same
way with regard to the individual, and see how
we will come out, God sends rain and sunshine
(his blessings) upon the just and the unjust, but
does this prove them to be Chrigtians? If it
does, then Jay Gould and the Vanderbilts must
be very saints indeed ; for they are abundantly
blessed with this world’s goods.

In one breath the speaker would affirm that our
forefathers forever divorced Church and State.
In the next, he would declare that religion is the

| child of the State. He said that religion is of

the State, but the government says, ¢“We will not
draw from the treasury to support it.” What
can we think of that mother, who, when her child
is born, refuses to give it that which will sustain
its life! 1ls she not ¢* without natural affection,”
let alone the principles of the Christian religion?

(3) From the example of Congress, in not
transacting business on Sunday. Once upon a
time, a Sunday session was called, but a minority
faction left bodily and broke up a quorum.
And once again upon a time, a session was pro-
longed till after midnight, till three o’clock in
the morning, and lest some future session should
call in question the validity of the business done,
some shrewd person suggested that they turn the
old clock in the halls of Congress back to mid-
night, so that the journal would show that no busi-
ness was done on the Great American Sabbath.
Does the reverend gentleman wish us to under-
stand that that congressional lie shows that this
is a Christian nation? Or does he wish us to
understand that that august body of men were so
pious that they had to tell a lie to save Sunday
from being desecrated? Or does he want us to
believe that because they told a lie by the clock,
that Sunday was nof desecrated? The Sunday
institution being wholly of heathen origin, a
child of paganism, we prefer to believe that it

 was not deseorated.

(4) From the fact that all our Presidents from
Washington down, place their hand on the Bible
in taking the oath of office. Well, suppose
they did put their hand on the Bible, did that
make all the people Christians? How does all
this affect the multiplied thousands of saloon men
in the nation? What about the vast army of
men who fill drunkard’s graves every year?
What about the gaunt skeletons of vice, creeping
through every department of the nation, from
the Capitol to the humblest cot? What of the
millions of money expended in bribery and ballot-
box stuffing?  All of which go to show that this
is not a Christian nation.

(5) From chaplaincies. /They are found in
the army, the navy, and in all the legislatures.
We have known the worst of atheists and infidels
to do what are often called Christian acts, and
yet no one would call them Christians for so
doing. There are thousands of people who keep
Sunday strictly, and yet their hearts are ¢‘deceit-
ful above all things and desperately wicked.”
External acts that appear to be Christian, do not
always decide the individual to be OChristian.
How much less ean such acts decide a nation to
be Christian. '

(6) From Thanksgiving. Itiscertainly right
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that we as a nation should be thankful for the
blessings of almighty God. But pray what has
a Thanksgiving proclamation to do with show-
ing us to be a Christian nation? Revelation shows
us that Cain brought & thanksgiving offering,
and yet for all that, he was a murderer, and slew
his brother Abel.

(7) From the moral code. By this he meant
the ten commandments. But does the nation
keep the ten commandments ? If such a thing
were possible, I would to God the nation did keep
them. Who can point to a single one of the ten
that is kept by the nation? ¢‘The whole head
is sick, and the whole heart faint.” It is full
of ‘‘wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores :
they have not been bound up neither mollified
with ointment.” Let us specify a little. How
about the fourth commandment of the moral
code? Does the nation keep it? —‘¢Nay, verily.”
It favors and fosters ‘“the wild solar holiday
of all pagan times,”— the festival Sunday, for
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, which
reads in plain English, yes, plain Admerican,
¢“ The sewenth day 1s the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God.” The Doctor talks so eloquently of
the great American Sabbath. Does he not
know that the great American Bible, the Bible
of the world says, ‘The seventh day is the Sab-
bath”? O consistency, thou art a jewel, but
rarely found among National Reformers !

(8) From the motto on our coins: *“In God
we trust.” Any hypoerite could say that. We
say so nationally, but nationally there is no truth
in what we say. No nation can be a Christian
nation without complying with the same truths
that an individual has to comply with to become
a Christian. The steps leading to a Christian
life are: (@) Conviction of sin ; (b) Repentance of
sin; (c) Confession of sin; (d) Reformation from
sin; (¢) Baptism to put on Christ; (f) Observa-
tion of the means of grace appointed of God,
whereby we may grow in grace and perfect a
Christian character, such as the Lord’s Supper,
the ordinance of humility, ete. Has the nation
taken these steps, and doesitobserve these rites?
To state the question is to answer in the negative.
Is it then a Christian nation? Could it be such
if it would? Was there ever a Christian nation
on earth ? Have we any assurance either in rea-
son or revelation that there ever will be during
the gospel age?

(9) From ¢‘Sundays excepted,” spoken of in
the Constitution. His argument went to show
that if this were not a Christian nation, the poor
Presidents would never have had any rest day.
Poor Presidents! If they were compelled to
work seven days in a week, 865} days in a
year, no doubt they would be glad to rest the
first day after, though that day might chance to
be the seventh day.

Further arguments by the Doctor were as fol-
lows : ¢“Sunday rest ought to be maintained on
the principle of equality of rights.” ¢¢To illus-
trate,” said he, ‘‘a certain man in the city or
town will not close his store or place of business
on Sunday, and thereby gets a big run of trade
on Sunday, which those who close on Sunday do
not get. This is an injustice to them.”

To all of which we may reply, All men have a
perfect right morally to engage in any legitimate
business on Sunday they may see fit. Where,
then, is the inequality of rights, as against those
who close? If there is inequality, is it not of
their own choosing? ¢¢We claim that Sunday
is an American day,” sald the learned Doctor.
Partly right and partly wrong, Doctor! Right
as to the observance of the day, but wrong as to its
origin. Roman Catholicism has the start of the
Americans! And pagan Rome has the start of
Catholicism! And pagan Africa has the start
of pagan Rome. The ancient Egyptians had a
city called On, which properly translated means
““sun.” And sun worship was systematized in
. this city. So you see that Americans must go
back up the stream of time nearly 4,000 years,
and credit the old Zgyptians with the origin of
Sunday worship, in preference to Americans! If

America is indeed a Christian nation, is if not a
little strange that it should have more respect
for a heathen man-made institution as is the Sun-
day Sabbath, than it has for that divine com-
mand placed in the bosom of the decalogue and
promulgated among the people from the midst of
Sinai, out of the darkness and tempest, smoke
and fire, and the earthquake that shook the
mountain from center to circumference?

¢« All over China the ports are closed on. Sun-
day,” said the Doctor. He would like to see it
80 ‘“all over America.” ¢¢Santa Anna railroad
system does not run trains on Sunday,” said the
Doctor, ‘“and the President is a member of the
American Sabbath Union.” ¢¢Seventy-five thou-
sand railroad men who one year ago had no Sun-
day rest, now have one.” ¢‘So you see we are
not idle,”” said the Doctor.

Yes, brethren, ¢‘Straws show which way the
wind blows.” ¢The. wise shall understand?”
these things. The Doctor would haveusall believe
that the unparalleled number of lunatics in Califor-
nia is owing to the fact of ‘*no Sunday.” Those
who know the real cause of lunatics out there,
know that there is a river of death, running all
through that beautiful country, and that it has
its feeding fountains in the thousands of acres of
grapes, which are made into wine, and drank by
the high and low, the rich and poor. ¢¢Look
not upon the wine when it is red . . . at the last
it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an ad-
der.” Not <“no Sunday,” Doctor, but mauchwine,
makes many lunatics!

¢«‘Shall we not,” said he, ‘‘send up a ery for
Sunday rest?” No, Doctor, we think not. ~ Bet-
ter send up a cry for Sabbath rest. People are
much more demoralized by Sunday rests than by
Sunday work. Sunday rests give the people
chance to attend all the demoralizing sinks of in-
iquity in the whole land. The beer-halls, beer-
gardens, and in fact, every den of infamy and
shame will be sure to be in full blast that day.
So we cannot join the cry for Sunday rest. The
great mass of the people do not want Sunday rest,
but Sunday recreation—a Sunday holiday.

There are millions of those who will cry for a
Sunday rest who will take their rest at the beer-
gardens, the saloons, and the houses of ill-fame.
We do not know of any law now to prevent
the godly and sincere from taking a day of rest
whenever they choose to do so. But a Sabbath
rest is of a different character. It is to ¢‘turn
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy

pleasure on my holy day ; and call the Sabbath a

delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and
shalt honor him [God], not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine
own words.” So we see a Sabbath rest is some-
thing in harmony with the mind and will of God.
But a Sunday rest is something in harmony with
the mind and will of man. But we do not pro-
pose to send up a civil ery for Sabbath rest.
Our cry is a persuasive cry: ‘‘Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.”

SELECTED ITEMS FOR WORKERS.

BY H. E. SBAWYER.
(Battle Creek, Mich.)

Says John Foster: ¢TI can pray, and that is
a glorious thing.”

Here is a beautiful thought from Scott Henry:
¢« What was sown a tear will come up a pearl.”

¢“There is nothing which is right for us to do,
but it is also right to ask that God would bless it.”

¢«“The Spirit of God co-operates with the hum-

"ble worker that abides in Christ and communes |

with him.”

««1f we have success in the missionary work, it
cannot be done without thought and study. We
need a Christian experience ourselves. A re-
sponsibility rests upon us to bring our fellow-men
to the light of the truth. We can train ourselves
to do it by exercising faith that God will bless
our work. We should have the Spirit of God to
work if we would see any results.”

‘¢ Whatever our employment, our hearts should
be lifted to God in prayer. When Nehemiah
stood before the king, he uttered not a word un-
til he raised his heart in prayer to the God of
heaven. The result was, he obtained all he had
asked.”

¢The Lord desires to give us his rich blessing.
It is not his will that any should labor in his
cause without his help and favor. He does not
require his children to go on in feebleness of
heart to win souls for eternal life. There 1s full-
ness in him, and it is our privilege to come and ob- .
tain that fullness, to receive richly of his Spirit.”

“ We should seek to preserve the full vigor of
all our powers for the accomplishment of the work
before us. Whatever detracts from physical
vigor weakens mental effort. Hence every prac-
tice unfavorable to the health of the body should
be resolutely shunned.”

“«“We need now as never before that calm, -
steady faith, that undaunted moral courage, which
none but Christ can give, to brace us for trial
and strengthen us for duty.”

May our heavenly Father enable us ever to
realize that it isour privilege to ¢‘come boldly unto
the throne of grace” to obtain his help in our ef-
forts to disseminate the light of truth. He who
created the world out of nothing is abundantly
able to perform all that he has promised.

THE PORTION OF THE POOR.

BY SALVATORIA MARCHISIO.
(Oakland, Cal.)

Somk poor peoplé seeing their neighbors more
wealthy than themselves, ask : ¢* Why did not God
make us more equal?” The Scriptures say:
¢‘They that trust in their wealth, and boast them-
selves in the multitude of their riches; none of
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor
give to Gog a ransom for” his soul.

From this scripture we see that the richest man
of this world cannot save himself by trusting in
his riches. By the same prophet God has said :
¢ For the neegy shall not always be forgotten;
the expectation of the poor shall not perish for-
ever.” Ps. 9:18. Moreover God says: ¢ But
the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall de-
licht themselves in the abundance of peace.”
Ps. 37:11.

Christ himself said: ¢¢‘Blessed are. the meek;
for they shall inherit the earth.” Matt. 5:5.
My dear friends, with such good and everlasting
promises, let us cease to complain, but instead,
thank God that our condition is as good as it is;
for the time will come that the poor, who are
meek, will possess the earth, not in its present
condition, but in far greater prosperity. :

¢“The prophet Isaiah by inspiration says : ¢ For,
behold, I create a new heavens and a new earth:
and the former shall not be remembered nor come
into mind.” TIsa. 65:17. The apostle Peter
makes the promise still more sure. By inspira-
tion he says: ¢‘Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousnéss.”

Even if we should possess land, palaces, and
money in abundance, tosatisfy our carnal desires,
what is the outcome?—All these things shall pass
away. To one a little more quickly than to an-
other, but to all eventually; for the Bible says:
<« For all thatis in this world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”
1 John 2:16, 17.

From this scripture we understand that all that
we see with our eyes will pass away ; but those
who do the will of God shall abide forever. In
view of these precious promises, let us not com-
plain even though we do not have everything just
as we could wish we might have. Then we shall
be content.

—A good man is kinder to his enemy than bad
men are to their friends.—Bishop Hall,
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. “That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our
daughters may be as corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a
palace,”"~—Pg, 144:12,

WATCH YOUR WORDS.

Krrp watch on your words, my darlings;
For words are wonderful things;

They are sweet, like bees’ fresh honey,
Like bees, they have terrible stings.

They can bless, like the warm, glad sunshine,
And brighten a lonely life;

They can cut, in the bitter contest,
Like an open, two-edged knife.

Let them pass through the lips unchallenged,
If their errand is true and kind—
If they come to support the weary,
To comfort and help the blind.
If a bitter, revengeful spirit
Prompt the words, let them be tunsaid;
They may flash through a brain like lightning,
Or fall on a heart like lead.

Keep them back, if they’re cold and cruel,
Under bar, and lock, and seal ;

The wounds they make, my darlings,
Are always slow to heal.

May peace guard your lives, and ever,
From the time of your early youth,

May the words that you daily utter
Be the words of beautiful truth.

' — Lazzie Sefton.

SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD.

A True Story.

Her name was Louisa Osborne, and she lived
.in Salem, Mass. She was colored, and served as
cook in the family of a lady named Maria Pea-
body. Louisa was a Christian and a member of
‘the church. She was greatly interested in the
progress of the cause of Christ in the earth, and
although she received at the time but a dollar or
“a dollar and a half a week, she always gave fifty
.cents when the collection was taken up at the
monthly missionary concert. One day she came
to her mistress, and said :—

I have just heard that if anybody could give twenty
dollars a year, they could support and educate a child
in Ceylon. They said that along with the money, I can
gend a name for a real baby, and I have come, mistress,
to ask you if you would object to my sending yours.

- There were those who thought that she was giv-
ing toomuch already, but when they remonstrated,
she meekly replied :—

I have thought it all over, and concluded that I would
rather give while I am earning, and then if I lose my
health and cannot work, why, there is the poor-house, and
Tcango there. You see there is no poor-house in heathen
lands ; for it is only Christians who care for the poor.

Mrs. Peabody gave her consent to have her
name sent with her servant’scontribution. Years
passed on, and the twenty dollars were regularly
_peid by the colored servant to support the child

“1n heathen lands, who bore her mistress’s name.
~ For a long time the native Christians of Ceylon
had worshiped in bungalows and old Dutch
_chapels. They at length decided that they must
_have a church of their own. Many came forward
to aid in the enterprise, but to the astonishment
-of all, Maria Peabody, a lone orphan girl, who
had been a beneficiary of the girl’s school at
Oodooville, offered to give the land upon which
to build, and the lot offered was considered the

“ best in the village. This girl was the very one
for whose support and education the humble col-
ored servant n Salem, Mass., had contributed
her money.

This land was the marriage portion of the girl,
and by giving it, she renounced all hopes of get-
ting married. Her friends tried to persuade her
to give up the idea, but she bravely answered :—

No; I have given it to Jesus, and as he has accepted
it, you must.

And upon that piece of land the first Christian
church built by the natives of Ceylon, was erected.
The noble deed was told a young theological
student, who was also a beneficiary of the mis-
‘sion. He sought her out, and won her for his

 wife, and- together they labored earnestly in the

" Master’s service. .

. our help as much as any one could.

A missionary from Ceylon, supposing that the
contributor of the money for the support of the
noble girl, bore the same name as that given the
child, determined to seek her out. He found Mrs.
Peabody, who directed him to her servant. When
Louisa was asked why she had given to support
this girl, she meekly replied :—

Well, I do not know, but I guess it was my Lord
Jesus,

It is a simple story that I have told, but it
shows how one soul in the humble walk of life
¢“did what she could.” May we also do what
we can to assist in spreading the glorious news of
salvation. J. F. Packarbp.

Wolnut Iill, Maoss.

OLD-FASHIONED MOTHERS.

Tuaxx God, says a correspondent, some of
us have an old-fashioned mother. Not a woman
of the period, enameled and painted, with her
great chignon, her curls, and bustle, whose white,
jeweled hands never felt the clasp of baby

fingers; but a dear, old-fashioned, sweet-voiced

mother, with eyes in whose clear depth the love-
light shone, and brown hair just threaded with
silver, lying smooth upon Ler faded

Those dear hands, worn with toil, gently guided
our tottering steps in childhood, and smoothed
our pillow in sickness, ever reaching out to us in
yearning tenderness. Blessed is the memory of
an old-faghioned mother. It floats to us now,
like the beautiful perfume of some wooded blos-
soms. The music of other voices may be lost,
but the entrancing memory of her will echo in
our souls forever. Other faces may fade away
and be forgotten, but hers will shine on. When
in the fitful pauses of busy life our feet wander
back to the old homestead, and, crossing the
well-worn threshold, stand once more in the room
so hallowed by her presence, how the feeling of
childhood, innocence, and dependence comes
over us, and we kneel down in the molten sun-
shine streaming through the open windows—just
where long years ago we knelt by our mother’s
knee, lisping ¢‘Our Father.” How many times,
when the tempter lured us on, has the memory of
those sacred hours, that mother’s words, her
faith and prayers, saved us from plunging into
the deep abyss of sin. Years have filled great
drifts between her and us, but they have not
hidden from our sight the glory’ of her pure,
unselfish love.—Sel.

HOME MISSIONARY WORK.

WaaTr is home missionary work? The idea
usually conveyed to our minds by the use of the
term 1is that of wrapping and mailing a few pa-
pers, writing a letter occasionally, and sometimes
calling on some of our neighbors and leaving a
paper or tract with them. But is this all there
is to it?
much broader meaning, and covers much more

round. Let us look at it 2 moment.

In the first place, what is a missionary —One
who has a mission to fulfill. Andletme ask you
if there is any one in this busy world who has
not? To be sure, many act as though it was
their chief object to kill time, but we read in the
parable of the talents that there was given. ¢¢to
every man his work,” and that includes every in-
dividual who has reached the years of understand-
ing on the earth to-day.

The primary meaning of the term above men-
tioned must be missionary work én the home
but it sometimes happens that in our anxiety to
do some great work in the way of bringing others
into the church, we are apt to forget the duties
nearest us, and that there are those even among
the members of our own households who need
Possibly they
may belong to the church, but what of that?
The fact that a person has his name enrolled upon
the church records does not insure him against
defeat in some of the enemy’s attacks.

I remember some time ago, of a lady saying to

cheek.

It seems to me that the term has a

me, ¢‘I think our people make a mistake on this
point.  Before I joined the church, it seemed as
if every one was standing by me, ready to offer a
helping hand and a word of encouragement or
sympathy, but as soon as I was fairly established
within the pale of church organization, they
seemed to think I was in no further need 'of help,
when, in truth, T had never felt the need of it so
much in my life;”” and her experience but corrobo-
rates that of many others.

Doubtless our brethren and sisters think that
with a world-wide message to give, and so short
a time in which to give 1t, they cannot stop to
look after each other; but how much time would
it take to give a few cheering, encouraging
words, or a little help in some of the thousand
ways in which it can be rendered, and who can
estimate the good that might be accomplished
in this way? The wise man says, ‘““A word -
spoken in due season, how good is it.”

The work of sending tracts and periodicals to
those at a distance is certainly a commendable
one, but while laboring earnestly in this way,
let us not forget those nearest us. And when we
are trying to help them in spiritual things, why

“would it not be well to brighten their lives in

other respects, by remembering to do for them
many little acts of courtesy and kindness which
cost so little, yet go so far toward smoothing
the rough places in life.

If we are on the lookout, we will find many op-
portunities for doing good which we never thought
of before, and there is no one who has not some
talent that could be utilized in this way.

Mgs. ApeELLE FREDERICKSON.

“MEN AND BOOKS.”

TrE following editorial in the Atlanta Consts-
tution of Jan. 4, on the subject of men and books,
is worthy of consideration :—

Some time ago a western newspaper instructed its
Washington correspondent to put a number of questions
to certain congressmen, and report their off-hand answers.
Some of the replies apparently indicated an astonishing
degree of ignorance and misinformation, and the enter-
prising newspaper made a list with its special %rticle on
the subject. '

The matter was thought worthy of editorial comment
by the New York World, and some of its points deserve
to be summarized.

A memory loaded with facts and figures does not nec-
essarily make its possessor intellectually bright and ca-
pable. Some men might as well have their information
locked up in their libraries. They have it in their heads
in a congested muddle. They memorize a mass of de-
tails, and draw from them no general rules or principles.
Most men with heads for statistics have heads for noth-
ing else. On the other hand, many of the most success-
ful workers in intellectual fields are singularly indifferent
to details, but their general grasp of the matters likely
to engage their attention is so comprehensive that they
know just where to find the precise information needed
when the occasion arises. It has long been a common
saying that the best lawyer is not the one who knows
the law, but the one who knows where to find .the law.
So it is with our statesmen. "Phe ablest men among
them, from a practical point of view, are not the book-
worms ready with an answer for every text-book ques-
tion, but the keen-witted, quick men of affairs who know
exactly where to look for the facts and figures relating
to the business that comes before them.

This view is, of course, equivalent to saying that our
civil service examinations do not amount to a row of
pins. Such is the fact, and there is no use in concealing
it. Many a young man who is unable togive the hight
of the pyramids, and who does not remember the year of
Jacob Cade’s death, would make a better government
clerk than a spectacled student who answered every ques-
tion in a civil service examination.

The fact is, the occupations requiring intellect and
knowledge are best served when their workers know
how to use books, as skillful workmen know how to se-
lect and uge their tools. But when men give themselves
up to book worship, and are dominated by it, they fall
into the ruts of culture, or become walking cyclopedias,
or anything else except wide-awake fellows with the
ability to adapt themselves to the varying conditions of
every-day life and progress.

In this rushing age the successful man must be some-
thing more than a book on two sticks. He must be the
master, and not the slave of hig book.

" A. 0. 7T,

—If you want a revival at home, send the gos-
pel to those abroad. Light is not made luminous

by trying to confine the rays to the moon.
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“ Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.”’—Isa, 82 : 20,

CORDUCTED BY W. A. SPICER AND P. T. MAGAN,

NOTES OF TRAVEL.

Constantinople.

Tre Bosporus is the outlet discharging the
waters of the Black Seainto the Sea of Marmora.
1t is fifteen miles long, one-half mile wide, and
from 100 to 300 feet deep. Just before it enters
the Sea of Marmora, an arm some three miles long,

called the Golden Horn, extends into the Kuro-
Modern Con-

pean shore, forming a fine harbor.
stantinople is situated on both sides the Golden
Horn, and is connected by two pontoon bridges,
about half a mile‘in length.

Ancient Constantinople, Byzantium, founded
667 B. C., was situated on the promontory between
the Golden Horn and the Sea of Marmora. On
the point of this promontory was located the im-
perial palace of Constantinople and others, and
just baek of the palace stands St. Sophia.

Having noticed this general outline, let us re-
turn to the BlackSea.  We arrived atthe Bosporus

“about sunset, just too late to enter. All ships
arriving at this hour or later must wait till next
morning before entering. As the sea was quite
rough and too deep to anchor without, the boats
ventured in a short distance. In cach ecase, a
cannon fired from the forts on either shore served
as a warning to halt. Had this signal not been
hecded, they would have been fired on in earnest.
Every boat passing the Bosporus is required to
pay toll ; our ship, medium-sized, paid $12.50.

Since the treaty at the close of the Crimean
War, 1854, no men-of-warof anynation are allowed
to pass the Bosporus. However, this year the
Russians obtained permission to pass one of their
gun-boats, on the plea that they wished to exer-
cige in larger waters. They were given this privi-
lege on the condition that no more than 100
men be aboard. But it is said that many more
were on board, and that since, Russian men-of-war
have passed to and fro quite freely. This well

- 1llustrates the persistency and success of the

Russian government in pressing steadily toward

the accomplishment of its long-cherished purpose.

Both shores of the Bosporus are lined with
villages, villas, summer residences of the various
foreign ministers, and several palaces of the sul-
tan. Back of these, the blufls are quite high,
and are here and there surmounted by ruins of
castles, dating from the Genoese supremacy.
Half-way down, the Bosporus is the narrowest ;
here is where Darius crossed with 700,000 men.
At the same point on the European bank stands
a castle with three huge round towers, the tops
of which are in the form of the Arabian M, the
initial of Mohammed. In 1452, just before the
capture of Constantinople, this citadel was built
by Mohammed II; the work was accomplished in
three months by 1,000 masons.

On the summit of the hights above the castle,
stands Robert College, a fine five-story building,
founded in 1863 by C. R. Robert of New York.
““The object of the college is to give to its stu-
dents, without distinction of race or religion, a
thorough education, equal in all respects to that
obtainable at a first-class American college. . . .
The institution occupies . . . a site which is
acknowledged to be the most beautiful and most
healthy on the shores of the Bosporus.” There
are at present 171 students in attendance, chiefly
Armenians, Bulgarians, and Greeks. The gov-
ernment subjects all text-books used to arigorous
censorship, believing that the school is an instru-
ment of the United States government, maintained
for the purpose of weakening the Ottoman gov-
ernment.

Besides the two portions of the city of Con-
stantinople, already mentioned, on the European
side, a third division is on the Asiatic.shore, called
Scutari, here live the most fanatical Mosltems,
who wish to be entirely separated from the ¢ in-
fidels” (Europeans).  As is generally well known,

- styles of dress worn by the men.

Constantinople was made the capital of the east-
ern division of the Roman empive by Constantine
in A. p. 330, During his lifetime, the city was
called New Rome; afterwards by the present
name. The portion which formed the ancient city
is now called Stamboul by the Turks, Leing an
abbreviation of Islamboul, which means Moslems
many.

Viewed from the harbor, the city presents a
beautiful sight. The only buildings atiracting
particular attention are the sultan’s palaces and
the mosques.  The latter are more numerous than
churches in a Christian city, and are all quite
similar to one another in style of architecture, the

chief features being a large dome in the center,

and one or more high, slender minarets. Above
the eenter of the minarets are one or more bal-
conies, from which the priest (muezzin) calls the
Moslems to prayer five times a day.

The first eall is before daylight in the morn-
ing, and the last is about nine o’clock in the
evening. The voice 1s usually high-pitehed and
squeaky, which qualities eombined with tremor,
make a rather unnatural, barbarous sound. Such
a voice falling upon the ear in the stillness of
night is sirange and startling. Before prayer,
the hands, face, and top of the head are washed,
for which purpose numerous fountains surround
the mosque.  Ou entering the mosque, the shoes,
or sandals, are removed, the Moslem falls on his
knees, face toward Meecca, places his thumbs at
the lobes of his ears, fingers extended, and then
prays, frequently bowing till the forehead touches
the earth. ‘

Do all Moslems pray at the appointed times #—
No. Perhaps no larger per cent of them as a
nation than in so-called Christian nations. But
the faithful are very rigid in the performance of
this dutgl;. On board the ship’s deek, cold and
wet, and sailors trying to prevent them, somec
performed their prayers.

On landing in the city, we did not find it as
beautiful as it appeared from the harbor. The
strects are narrow, dark, crooked, and dirty.
The buildings not being in a line, oceasion many
turns in the narrow sidewalk, and make the cen-
ter of the street preferable. The whole street is
usually no wider than a liberal sidewalk, and is
usually full of people. Fortunately for the pe-
destrian, about the only vehicle is an oceasional
hack.

Nearly all cartage is done by carriers and don-
keys. Men have a wooden saddle on the back,
on which they carry enormous loads. Burdens
too heavy for one are suspended\on poles carried
oh the shoulder. Six men carry a large cask of
liguor. A small donkey carries forty bricks.
Some of the better class travel about the city on
horseback, the keeper of the horse running be-
hind, regulating the speed of the animal with a
rod. There is no end to the odd sights seen on
the streets, the strangest of which are the various
Imagine a man
with a pull-back dress on, extremely full behind,
tied tight about the limbs from the ankles to the
knees, and you will have some idea of the trou-
sers of the average Turk. It would be difficult
to devise a combination more unsightly. Ex-
cepting a few that wear turbans, the men wear
red caps, in the form of the lower section of a
cone. They are made of felt, and are perfectly
plain, excepting a black tassel suspended from
the. center of the top. The caps of rich and
poor are alike. As one looks up a crowded
street, he sees a sea of red caps. .

A most prominent nuisance in the street is the
dog. Like birds of the air, they are free from
masters. They are moderate in size, of a yellow
brindle, and have fox-like tails. ~As a rule, they
are poor, miserable-looking, and lying every-
where on the sidewalk and n the street, and are
too lazy to get out of the way when lkicked. A
Frenchman offered quite a large sum of money
for these dogs, intending to kill them for their
hides, but the city would not sell them. They
recard them as God’s creatures, and subjects of
mercy. When a Turk transgresses, he atones by

giving food to some of these dogs. ( As thereis
no system of atonement in their religion, the
Turks must resort to such means.) They are
also quite necessary as a eity sanitary corps.
Being half famished, they speedily devour the
offal of the kitchen, cte., thrown into the street.

Many things here are quite the reverse of what
they are in Europe generally. For example, in
restaurants the kitchen is in the front part, so
that in entering, one passes by the food cooking.
In business places time seems to be of little
value. A supreme indifference is manifested, as
though they would rather not do any business
with you. Prices are not fixed, often twice the
value being asked. Beggars are plenty and most
persistent.

Time is always reckoned from sunset. Six
o’clock is midnight, and one o’clock is the first
hour of morning. It seems quite strange to have
a business man appoint to meet you at two o’clock
in the morning. But while 1t is two by his
watch at this time of year, it is about 8:80 by
Roman time.

The people are of dark complexion, with dark
hair and cyes, and a large majority wearonly a mus-
tache. Very few women are seen on the streets ;
they are rather short in stature; their dress is
quite uniform, and loose; the face, excepting the
eyes and nose, is concealed by a scarf, which
serves as a head-dress.

While in the city, we visited quite a number of
nissicnary workers. In our next we will speak
of these, the mission work in general, and our
own work 1n particular.

H. P. Horsgr.
On ship, off Smyrna. :

HONOLULU, SANDWICH ISLANDS.

[As was stated in-brother White’s letter, which
we printed last week, the friends going to Australia
spent a few hours on shore at Honolulu, while the
We are permitted

ship was waiting in the harbor.
to take the following extract deseriptive of the
brief glance at the island, from a letter which

brother White wrote to his little daughter :—]

¢ The business partof Honolulu is very modest.
The streets are narrow, and few of the houses are
more than two stories high. But when these are
passed, and we get into the residence part of the
city, 1t is more beautiful than I can describe.
The houses are surrounded by large yards, and
these are filled with many varieties of lovely trees
and brilliant vines and flowers. The royal palms
are the most beautiful, -and the cocoanut palm,
with its tall straight body and 1ts bushy top and
bunches of nuts, is also very nice. It seemed.
strange to see the cocoanut palm and the electric
light side by side.

‘¢ At the home of brother Clench we were given
some nice fruits and cooling drinks, and after
resting, we were taken out to see some of the
beauties of the island. We wound our way
through the town and out past the suburbs, where
we saw fields of pine-apples, and then as we went
higher up, we got beyond the -cultivated ground
and the pasture lands, where there were large tracts
of land with only the natural growth of brush and
trees. IHere we tied our horses, and gathered
guavas until our pockets were full. The ontside
of the guava looks like a small smooth lemon or a
large mandrake, and the inside is something like
the inside of a pomegranate.

¢¢Six miles from town we reached the top of a
hill, about 1,200 feet abové the level of the sea,
and found laid out before us a strange and lovely
landscape. We were on the edge of a sharp
precipice, and could look almost straight down
1,000 feet. A pretty valley of rich green was,
traversed by the road that wound around among
its green hillocks, after taking a steep cut down
the side of the precipice. Straight ahead lay the
broad blue ocean, while off to the left were broad
fields of sugar-ecane and small patches of rice.

“This place is called the ¢Pali,” which
means precipice. It is satd that many years ago
the king of another island eame with his army,
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and drove the people of this island up the mount-
ain side and over the precipice, so that many
were slain by falling over the cliff. We ate our
dinner upon this hill, and after our return, drove
about the town and saw many beautiful homes.”

THE ANNUAL OFFERINGS IN LONDON
AND HAMBURG.

[LeTTERS received from the churches in Lon-
don and Hamburg speak of the exercises in con-
nection with the annual offerings for the foreign
missionary work. The canvassers in Great Brit-
“ain were present in London, attending an institute,
as the holiday season is the most convenient time
in this field for them to get together for counsel

and Instruction. Brother Robinson writes :—]

“I thought you would be interested to learn
“about our week of prayer exercises and the canvass-
‘ers’ institute. In view of the fact that we had
planned to hold the latter during the holidays,
_we all thought it would be better to have the
‘week of prayer at the same time. The canvass-
ers were all present except two, and a few others
“desiring to enter the work, which brings the num-
“ber up now to forty who have gone out since the
convention. Brother Morrison held two classes
each day with the canvassers in the composing-
room at the office. These exercises were invalua-
‘ble to the canvassers, and I think none of them
view them in any other light. He began with
the first principles underlying the canvassing
~work, outlining 1t in a general way, and then tak-
ing up the work in detail so thoroughly and fully
- that any one who would give attention to it and
" would devote himself faithfully to the work, might
succeed. The principles under consideration for
-each day’s study were outlined on paper, and each
canvasser had a printed copy in his hand.

“HEach evening we had a meeting at the
“Chaloners, when the readings were read and
_such remarks interspersed as were fitting to the
“occasion.  Several times a social meeting followed
 the readings, and the Spirtt of the Lord was near
to impress the hearts of our brethren with a sense
“of the demands of the hour. During the week,
the weather was extremely cold and foggy, but
on Friday might, Dec. 25, the weather mod-
“erated, and Sabbath and Sunday were beautiful
~days, and were good days to those present. On
Sunday night our meeting was held at the hall.
We had an excellent attendance, and the excer-
“cises passed off nicely. Remarks were made
by diffzrent ones who had been appomted before-
" hand upon the various mission fields, the canvass-
" ing work, the publishing interest, and the demands
_upon us as a people. . Theseshort talks were in-
terspersed with missionary songs, and at the close
donations were taken up, amounting in all to £52

13s. 9d. [$257.] Of course a few pounds of this
sum were paid in by members of other churches in
the kingdom, who were present. The work of the
institute continued over the next Sabbath and
Sunday, and we had some very profitable seasons
together. The canvassers have now gone out with
-renewed courage and faith in God, and we expect
to see greater things wrought the coming year
“than anything we have seen here before. God
has wrought wonderfully for some during the past
six months, and we expect to see many others
_gaining a similar experience. There are forty
canvassers to go out now as against twenty of a

ear ago. The report for the past six months,
which has just been completed, gives 5,029 books
delivered, for which the total cash taken was
£2,341 6s. 6d. [$11,378.80] This we think is
creeping up toward your best worl in America,
-and we believe, yes, we expect, to see the mighty
spower of God here in old England before many
months shall roli around.

-~ ¢On the Continent, the week of prayer was
generally, we believe, held a week later than in
this country. But in Hamburg the annual con-
tribution was taken up on Christmas. Brother
Conradi writes of the exercises as follows :—

‘In Hamburg we had our exercises this year in & spe-

.of Denver, .Colo., Dec.

cial hall, as our mission rooms were not sufficiently large
to accomodate all. There were over seventy grown per-
sons and over fifty children present. The exercises con-
sisted of singing, recitations by the children, then a de-
scription of our foreign missions, illustrated by a map
showing also the cruise of the ¢ Pitcairn,” and some
remarks as to the true nature of Christmas. The amount
contributed is ninety dollars, including eight dollarg
from a sister in Austria. The impression on the out-
siders seemed a very good one. Several have since
signed the covenant. Besides this, nearly ten dollars
have been reported from the Vohwinkel church. Some
five dollars have also been received from friends in Rus-
sia, not members of our church as yet. On account of
the great extent of the field, and from the fact that Christ-
mas in Russia is twelve days behind, we cannot give
complete reports for the present.

Spegial W entioy.

IS IT A SIGN OF THE MILLENNIUM?

TaE following is a ;):)rtlon of a reeent editorial
in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat :—

The latest news from Washington shows that the
Chilian difficulty is about to enter a graver phase than
it has hitherto assumed. The President- has grown
tired of the delay and evasiong-of the Chilian authorities,
and is about to send the correspondence between our
government and Chili on the question, with the findings
of the American court of inquiry into the Valparaiso out-
rage, to Congress. With these documents will go the
special message which he promised, and in which he
will appeal to Congress for the authority to resort to
extreme measures against the offending nation. The
permission sought will undoubtedly be granted. In a
crisis like this, when the national dignity and honor are
threatened, partisanship vanishes. In this emergency,
to slightly alter the Jeffersonian phrase, we are all Re-
publicans and all Democrats. There will hardly be
much opposltlon to the plOpOSlthn for a declaration of
war, and in this opposition there islikely to be political
friends as well as political foes of the Administration,
Preparations for war are going on just now with greater
vigor and activity than bave been noted at any previous
time since the difficulty began, which indicates that our
authorities are confident that Congress will do its duty
in this crisis.

When we consider that the population of Chili
is only about the same as that of the State of
Illinois, it would seem from that alone that it
is hardly worth while for ‘*Uncle Sam” to
make 80 much fuss about bringing thatlittle country
toterms. Butviewed fromthestandpoint that war
is a thing of the past, it is a whole sermon in
itself. We have been gravely told that we are
just entering the millennial reign of peace, and
that the nations would no more be embroiled in
war. But what a sad commentary on such an
idea is the present attitude of the United States
toward Chilx!

-That little country, according to the ideas of

-our leading statesman, has insulted our national

dignity, and so it must be brought to time. The
Bible informs us that wars and rumors of wars
will exist till the end, and the facts around us
are a standing wonument to the truth of that
word.

The President of the United States is a mem-
ber of one of the leading Christian churches, and
if he is so warlike, what is to be expected from
those who make no profession? Let us not be
deluded by the eryof peace, when there is no peace.

© A, 0. T.

COMPULSION IN RELIGION.

Rericiovs freedom 1s not yet dead; and we
are glad to note that still another voice is firm in
exposing that growing movement which advo-
cates the compulsory observance of religious
forms. A few items from the pen of Rev.
F. D. Huntington, writing in the Daily News
27, 1891, under the
heading, ¢‘Limits of Religious Freedom,” read as
follows :—

'Regarded scientifically, there is nothing much more
irrational than a proposal to control the course of
opinion by an application of any kind of physical force,
or to protect the truth by external pains and penalties.
The incongruity is so grotesque that we never cease to
wonder how it has happened that among the clever
persecutors and acute inquisitors none should have been
dismayed by the sbsurdity. It is so impossible to bring

the two things into relation—orthodoxy and a peniten-
tiary—that philosophy and logie have to be put as com-
pletely out of the way as mercy and pity. Where a
hierarchy or synod or conclave goes about choking a
heresy by coercion, it virtually abandons the whole
ground, whether of revelation or pure reason, on which
a spiritual kingdom rests, surrendering the faith to
materialism, the church to the world. Yet the idiotic
tragedy goes on, because the patrons of Christianity do
not believe in Christ, and a grim or angry pride is too
much for common sense.

The real animus of religious persecution is not in the
religion, whatever that may be, but in an instinct.of
self-interest which connects personal and partisan inter-
ests with the creed or cause that is embraced, and
fancies that it is defending the faith, when it is only
serving pride, or position, or perquisites, or social satis-
factions, or ancestral reputation. The old paganism of
the Roman empire tolerated everything except Chris-
tianity and the gospel, which its selfishness and sensu-
ality could not else but hate and fear. The religion of
Christ has nothing to do with ‘ interests,” except to
bless them when they are lawful and right, but only
with convictions rooted in an unseen world—in God.
Neutrality, therefore, in religion is atheism. But if in
taking sides, we resort to sheer force, put violence—
violence of any sort—in place of the testimony of life
and love, we are not atheists, perhaps, but neither are
we soldiers of Christ nor citizens of his kingdom. No
sooner was the emperor the head of the church, than
the Arian héresy began to be assailed, not by Secripture
or argument or the pen, but by the sword. The pious
watchword, ‘“God wills it,”” which has made strong
kings and armies and parliaments stronger, is not with-
out its ever-present danger—the danger of construing
““God wills it,”” into ‘*God wills our way of doing his
will.”

How much the spirit of persecution is based
upon personal and party interests, the judgment
only can reveal. But it needs no specially edu-
cated eye to see that something other than the
Spirit of Christ actuates much of the present ef-
fort to legalize the observance of Sunday.

It is indeed an admirable thing to .work out
the will of God; but he who mistakes his own
will for God’s will, and undertakes to enforce it
upon his necghbor, will be obliged to answer for
a double evil-—his own mistake and the resulting
1n3ury to his neighbor. N. W. L.

SUNDAY MOVEMENT IN NORWAY.

Trar Sunday is also coming to the front in
Norway, the following translation froma clipping
of the Verdens Gang, a Norwegian paper shows :—

STAVANGER, Dec. 19, 1891.—After the question of
Sunday rest had been discussed in three previous mass-
meetings in which 1,200 or more participated; it was de-
cided by a unanimous vote in a fourth meeting, held
last night, to send the following resolution to the govern-
ment :—

We, the undersigned, hereby respectfully petition the
governmentt to promote such Sunday legislation as is
suited to the times, and by which government officials,
employed in the railroad, mail, and telegraph service,
clerks, tradespeople, sailors, servants, laborers of both
sexes—so far as the claims of the civilization of our time
will permit—may get the Sunday rest, which both soul
and body need, guaranteed by law.

The petition is signed by Petersen and Dahle, pastors ;
Berentsen, consul; Ojen, postmaster; Jakobsen, in-
spector of telegraphs; Hejberg, collector of customs;
C. Henriksen, agent. Wilhelm Olsen, representative to
the Storting from this district,. has taken a lively part in
the proceedings, and assisted in wording the resolution.

Tt is worthy of note, that the head leaders in
this, as well as in all similar movements in other
countries, are the ministers. Omne would think
that a country with a liberal constitution like
Norway, would be the last to enforce Sunday
laws ; but the world is hastening to fulfill the
prophecies. To us it is another significant way-
mark. Surely we are standing on the very verge
of eternity ; but in the distance we see the
beacon light of heaven. The Lord will cut short
his work in righteousness. May we be found
doing our duty——walmng the world. .

C. Casrsera.

Battle Creck, Mich.

-

—The Census Office announces that there are
in the Unifed States 4,510 nurseries, valued af
$41,978,835.80, and occupying 172,806 acres of
land, with an invested capital of $52,425,669.51,
and giving employment to 45,657 men, 2,279
women, and 14,210 animals.
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EPHESIANS 2,

FroM verse 11 in this chapter the apostle sets
forth in the clearest manner the relation of the Gen-
tiles to Israel, and the effect of the work of Christ
upon their relation to each other and to Christ, when
they accept of its proffered blessings.

¢« Wherefore remember,’” he says, ¢ that ye [Ephe-
sians] being in time past Gentilesin the flesh,” ete.
In verse 12 he describes their condition as ¢« with-
out Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of prom-
ise [plural, both the old and the new, both of which
were made with the commonwealth of Israel], hav-
ing no hope and without God in the world.” Verse
13: «But now in Christ Jesus ye [Gentiles] who
sometime were far off, are made nigh by the blood of
Christ.” Nigh to whom or to what 7—Nigh to the
commonwealth of Israel, from which they before were
aliens, and so nigh also to Christ and to God. ~ And
on this point the apostle particularly specifies in verse
19: ¢«¢«Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and
of the household of God.”

How this has been brought about, he tells us in
verses 14,15 : ¢« For he [Christ] is our peace, who
hath made both [Jews and Gentiles] one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between
us.” Were the Jews, it will be asked, in the time
of Christ, the commonwealth of Israel ?—The Jews,
during the continuance of the old covenant from
Moses to Christ, were the recognized people of God.
They were the outward and visible embodiment of
bis work in the earth, When Christ came, he came
to that people who were called ‘his own,” and they
received him not. The new covenant was made
with the house of Israel and with the house of Ju-
dab, and confirmed with them for one prophetic
week. Dan. 9:27. And Christ said, ‘T am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
They were the natural branches of the tame olive
tree. By rejecting Christ, they were broken off ;
but by faith they may be grafted in again, a privi-
lege which through Christ is extended to the Gen-
tiles also, according to the teaching of this chapter.
Rom. 11:17-23. While the Jews had come to de-
pend on = false hope, looking to their ceremonial
law for righteousness, or as a way of escape from
the condemnation of the moral law, and fell griev-
ously short of their duty and privileges, the facts
and distinctions above indicated cannot be ignored
or neglected without involving wrong conclusions,

But what was the middle wall of partition be-
tween the Jews and Gentiles ?—As the name im-
plies, it consisted of that which was to keep the
descendants of Abrabam a separate and distinct
people. A strong line of demarkation was drawn
between them and ‘‘the stranger,”—the Gentiles.
They bhad services and ceremonies in which the
stranger could not partake, and rites which the
stranger must adopt before he could be united to
that people. They were forbidden to intermarry
with the nations around them, that they might be
kept a distinct and separate people. It was nec-
essary that they should be kept thus distinct, with
clear genealogical lines till the Messiah should
come; for whoever should claim to be the Messiah
must be able to trace his lineage back to David and
Abrabam. And when Cbrist did come, as the seed
of Abraham (Gal 3:16, 19), and the work passed
from the basis of the literal seed to that of a spirit-
ual seed, from the Jewish people to all the nations
of the earth (to whom the promise of a blessing

through the seed of Abraham had been given), it
was no longer necessary that this distinction should
be maintained ; and the death of Christ upon the
cross as the antitype of all the types and shadows
of the ceremonial law, forever swept away all those
distinctions, and broke down this middle wall of
partition.

This is more clearly set forth in verse 15, which
is a continuation of the same thought. ¢ Having
abolished in his flesh the enmity.” This ¢“enmity”
is not the alienation of the sinner from Christ
through his sin; for Paul in the very next sentence
tells what he refers to: ¢‘Even the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances,” Is sin the
law of commandments contained in ordinances?
(The construction of this sentence demands an in-
terrogation point; but the sentiment demands an
exclamation, or mark of astonishment.)

Paul continues: ¢ To make in himself of twain
one new man, o making peace.” He does not say
to make of himself and the sinner one new man.
Christ does not need to be made a new man ; but
out of two who before were at enmity he makes in
himself one new man. Thus, the Jew embraces
Christ, and he is no longer a Jew, but a Christian;
the Gentile embraces Christ, and he is no longer a
Gentile, but a Christian. And thus two who were
formerly at enmity, with a middle wall of division
between them, are united together in Christ, To
the Galatians (3 : 28) the same apostle says, ¢¢There
is neither Jew nor Greek; . . . yeare all one in
Christ Jesus.”

Tor twenty centuries the enmity (alienation,
strife, and opposition) had existed between the
Grentiles and the descendants of Abraham, as God
was working out his purposes through that people,
But after the seed came, a new platform was pre-
sented on which all the nations of the earth could
stand together as one in Christ.

Do any still ingist that Paul is here speaking only
of the sinner and Christ, and that the < wall of parti-
tion’’ and the ¢¢enmity "’ he speaks of is the separa-
tion of sin between the sinner and Christ ? If so, let
us read verse 16 : ¢ And that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby.” What! did Christ need to
be reconciled to God? Is it not the most obvious
thing possible that the apostie is speaking of two
parties, both of whom were alienated from God, and
both reconciled to him by the cross of Christ ?

These two classes are kept distinct in the next
verse: ‘“And came and preached peace to you
[Gentiles] which were afar off, and to them [Jews]
that were nigh.” The conclusion is drawn still

plainer in the following verse: ¢¢18. For through"

him [Christ| we both [not the sinner and Christ,
but Jews and Gentiles] have access by one Spirit
unto the Father.” Then the conclusion of verse 19
follows : ¢ Now therefore ye [Gentiles] are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with
the saints [the true Israel] and of the household
of God.”

Is it asked how the Jews, if they still held the posi-
tion as the people of God, needed to be reconciled
to God ?-—The answer is obvious: They had lost
sight of the true import of their religious services.
A veil was over their faces, and their minds were
blinded. They supposed that a faithful compliance
with their law, circumecision, offerings (with confes-
sion of sin), new moons, yearly sabbaths, and other
ceremonial services, took away sin in fact. These
were the ¢« works of the law” by which they sought,
and vainly supposed they obtained, righteousness
(Rom. 9 :32), the law concerning the righteousness
of which Paul declared himself .¢¢blameless.”” Phil
3:6. And their law did indeed provide an atone-
ment for sin; but it was atonement only in figure,
not in fact. Its efficacy depended wholly on Christ
whom it prefigured. Andsoif they rejected Christ,
they rejected everything. In this case they had
nothing left but the shadow, and even the efficacy
of that was destroyed. But when they embraced
Christ, they were reconciled to God ; and when the

Gentile embraced Christ, he also was reconciled to
God; and thus both, brought together by a com-
mon faith in Christ, obtained through him the
righteousness of God, which was the object to be
gained.

IN THE QUESTION CHAIR.

135.—THE PRODIGAL SON.-—LUKE 15 :11-32.

Please explain who are represented by the two
brothers in the parable of Luke 15 :11-32. - Please
explain, also, Deut. 12:15-24. P. M. P

Answer.—(1) Tt does not appear from the narrative
that any particular nations are represented by the
two sons (as some affirm), or any particular persons.
The parable sets forth in the most impressive and
touching manner the readiness of God to receive to
pardon and favor the penitent sinner who returns
unto him. And, in the case of the elder son, it re-
bukes the self-righteousness of those who, on the
ground of their moral lives, would assume that they
are better than the other class, in the sight of God,
and entitled to more favors from him.

(2) Deut. 12 :15-24 seems to be plain instruction
to the children of Israel on several points : 1. They
could eat of such flesh as they desired at their homes,
excepting always, of course, such kinds as God had
expressly forbidden them to use; 2. The use of
blood (an abominable practice which it seems strange
that any law was needed to restrain) is forbidden ;-
3. A certain tithe of corn, wine, and oil, firstlings

" of the flocks, vows, free-will and heave offerings,

were to be taken to Jerusalem and eaten, and in
this feast the Levite should be remembered and
permitted freely to join. Then verses 20-23 repeat
both the permission and prohibition of verses 15
and 16.

136.-—THE LAKE OF FIRE.—REV. 19:20,

Please harmonize Rev, 19:20; 20:10. Were
the beast and false prophets in the lake of fire
during the thousand years, and then Satan cast in
with them ? W. G. B.

Ans.—There is no lake of fire during the thou-
sand years. At the beginning of the thousand
years the nations are gathered to the battle of the
great day of God Almighty (Rev. 16:14, 15),
fought on the one side by the armies of heaven led
by Him who comes forth upon the white horse,
and who has on his vesture the name, ¢¢ King of
kings, and Lord of lords.” Rev.19:11-16, And
the flaming fire in which he is revealed (2 Thess.
1:8; Ps. 50:3-5; Isa. 66:15, 16), together
with fiery convulsions here on the earth (Isa. 34 : 8-
10), constitute a lake of fire at that time, in which
all the living wicked perish under the designations
of ¢beast,” ¢ false prophet,” and ¢‘remnant.”
Rev. 19:19-21. Then the earth is reduced to its
original chaotic state (Jer. 4 :23), in which condi-
tion it was called the ¢‘abyss” or ¢¢bottomless pit”
(the word ¢*geep” in Gen. 1 :2 being the same word
that is rendered ‘‘bottomless pit” in Rev. 20 : 3},
and here, in this ¢*bottomless pit"” Batan is con-
fined during the thousand years. Rev, 20:2 3.
Meanwhile the saints, having been caught up to
meet the Lord at his coming (1 Thess. 4:17), and
taken to the New Jerusalem above, the Father's
house in which are many mansions (John 14:2, 3;
Gal 4:26; Rev, 4:2-6; 15:2;22:14, 2), reign
with Christ during the same thousand years. Rev.

20 : 4.
At the end of the thousand years, all the wicked

dead are raised (Rev. 20 :5), the New ‘Jerusalem
comes down from heaven to earth (Rev. 21 :2), the
resurrected wicked, deceived by Satan, come up to
take the city, resuming the battle which was cut
short at the beginning of the thousand years.
Rev. 20:9. TFire then comes down from God out
of heaven (id.) reviving again on this earth the lake '
of fire which devoured the wicked who were alive at -
the beginning of the thousand years. This brings
the burning day described in Mal. 4: 1, and 2 Pet.
3 :7-13, in which all the resurrected wicked utterly
perish in the second death. Into this lake of fire
the Devil and all his followers are cast and perish,
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The word ¢‘are” in Rev. 20 :10, is the wrong
word to supply. It should be ¢‘were cast.” And
then the whole verse might be paraphrased thus:
¢ And [at the end of the thousand years] the Devil
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet
were cast [at the beginning of the thousand years,
and where they, with the Devil and all his followers]
shall be tormented day and night forever and ever
[or till they all utterly perish].”

It will thus be seen that the situation at both the
beginning and end of the thousand years embraces
the same essential features—a battle, a lake of fire,
and the destruction of God’s enemies; the first de-
stroying the wicked living on the earth at the time
of Christ's second coming; the second destroying
all the wicked broughtup in the second resurrection,
together with the Devil and his angels, preparatory
to the eternal reign of the righteous on the earth
‘made new. (See the subject more fully explained
in «Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation.”)

137.—THE BRIDE THE LAMB'S WIFE.

Will you please explain in the Question Chair
who the bride is, and who the guests are, in the
parablé of the marriage of the king’s son, in Matt.
22:1-13 ¢ M. V. E

Ans.—Christ is the bridegroom ; the New Jeru-
salem is called ¢¢the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Rev.
21:9, 10); and the saints, the church, are the
guests, or they who are called to the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb. Rev. 19:9. The marriage re-
lation is sometimes used to illustrate the union
between Christ and his people, as in Eph. 5:31, 32;
2 Cor. 11:2 ; but this does not prove the church
to be the bride in those other scriptures which set
forth the establishment of the kingdom of Christ
under the figure of marriage; and these are the
only scriptures which apply that figure to Christ.
In all these, Christ is the bridegroom ; the New Je-
rusalem, the metropolis of his kingdom, is the bride;;
and the church are the virgins who go out to meet
the bridegroom in the parable of Matthew 25, the
guests summoned to the marriage in Matthew 22,
and those who partake of the marriage supper in
Rev.19:5-9. If it is asked how the city, the New
“Jerusalem, can be the bride, the answer is that it
canbe the bride of Christ in the same sense in which
it can be the mother of believers; and Paul says
plainly, ¢‘But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all.” Gal. 4:26. There
is consistency throughout in the manner in which
this subject is represented in the Scriptures. Thus
Christ is represented as our Father (Isa. 9:6) ; the
New Jerusalem is our mother (Gal. 4:26) ; and we
are the children. Rom. 8:16. 8o again, Christ
is the bridegroom (Matt. 25 :1); the New Jerusa-
lem is the bride (Rev. 21:9, 10); and we, the
church, are the guests summoned to the wedding.
Matt, 22:1-14.

THE PROPOSED SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT
TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Opinions of Leading American Citizens.

Tue New York /ndependent has interested itself
in the proposed sixteenth amendment to the na-
tional Constitution, noticed in the REvVIEW of Jan.
5, and has obtained expressions of opinion from a
large number of leading citizens in different States
relative to the advisability of the measure. These
expressions show that leading minds in this country
are still fully awake to the value of the American
principle of the total separation of Church and
State, both in national and State*affairs, and to the
importance of its preservation. The ideas of these
leading men, and the words in which they are ex-
pressed, will without doubt claim the interest of
our readers, to whose attention the subject of the
relation of the Church and State has been so promi-
pently brought. The amendment itself, that our
readers may have it before them, is as follows :—

No State shall pass any law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,
or use its property or credit, or any .money raised by

taxation, or authorize either to be used for the purpose
of founding, maintaining, or aiding, by appropriation,
payment for services, expenses, or otherwise, any church,
religious denomination, or religious society, or any insti-
tution, society, or undertaking which is wholly, or in
part, under sectarian or ecclesiastical control.

We give only short extracts from the printed
opinions which appear in the above-named journal.

The following is from the Hon. Dorman B. Eaton
of New York City, who contributes an article under
the heading of ¢¢Separation of Religion from Gov-
ernment ”’ :—

By the salutary denial of authority to do so,—which
is the substance of the proposed amendment, —the States
will be prevented from evading and defeating the funda-
mental principles and purposes of the national Constitu-
tion in regard to the freedom and independence of re-
ligion and its complete separation from politics. The
original declarations of the Constitution will be enforced
in practice. Very few citizens, we must think, can be
found, who desire, or will attempt to justify, the doing
of anything which this amendment prohibits, unless,
indeed, their judgmentis have been warped by the great
pecuniary interests which they themselves, or the church,
sects, or societies to which they belong, may have in
prospective appropriations or favors which this amend-
ment would prevent. American citizens must indeed be
rare who can wish to see, or can see without indignation
and a sense of national peril, our elections and legisla-
tures opened to the degrading and corrupting compe-
titions of churches, seccts, and religious societies; of
priests, rectors, and bishops; of ministers, deacons, and
trustees, for the largest appropriation they can extort
from the public treasury of the people, for the greatest
amount of spoils they can win by the bribery, the flat-
tery, the coercion of voters, politicians, and law-makers.

Nothing could do more than such a competition—the '

prostitution of the noble forces of religion for mere
selfish ends—to disgrace republican government, to bring
religion into contempt, to degrade and corrupt our
public administration and all political and official life.

The Hon. John Jay of New York City, in an ar-
ticle on ‘“The Bearing of the Amendment on Relig-
ious Freedom,” says :— .

The principle embodied in the proposed sixteenth
amendment is the fundamental principle of equal relig-
ious freedom, based upon the guarantee—to which both
parties are pledged—of the complete separation of Church
and State. It is intended to protect that principle from
encroachment by Statc legislation precisely as it is pro-
tected from congressional interference, by the first amend-
ment to the national Constitution, by the voluntary sur-
render by the States, binding as a part of the constitu-
tional compact, of all power to restrict the religious
freedom of the people, or to tax them for the benefit of
any church, religious denomination, institution, society,
or undertaking, which is wholly or in part under sec-
tarian or ecclesiastical control.

William Reed Huntington, D. D., rector of Grace
Episcopal church, New York City, writingon ¢ Why
the Amendment Should be Adopted,” says:—

1In a word, the aim of this movement is to guarantee a
fair field for the experiment, which our fathers deliber-
ately determined should here be tried, of separating the
administration of religion as completely as possible from
governmental control. In view of the success which has
thus far attended the working of our American method,
it is, perbaps, a little late in the day to speak of it as an
experiment. Even so conservative a mind as Mr. Bal-
four’s seems, if we may judge from a recent utterance at
Glasgow, to recognize the proved futility of schemes for
making men religious by legislation. But even admit-
ting our experiment to have been, from the first day un-
til now, an experiment only, we are determined that as
an experiment, itshall be fairly and fullytried before be-
ing pronounced a failure.

Gen. Thomas J. Morgan, Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs, says:—

The proposed sixteenth ameéndment provides that *‘no
State shall pass any law respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. Thisis
simply an extension of the prohibition which rests now
upon the general government so as to include State
governments. There is no new principle involved, and
consequently it would scem that whatever reason there
may be for the first amendment applies with equal or
perhaps increased weight in favor of the sixteenth. If
it is unwise for Congress to pass any law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof, it certainly is unwise for any State to pass
a similar law. . . . Experience has shown that there is
need of some such prohibition, in order to prevent the
abuse or violation, by State legislation, of the accepted
principle of the separation of Church and State as
enunciated in the first.

Rev. R. S. Mac Arthur, pastor of Calvary Baptist
church, New York City, utters the following stir-
ring words :—

The time has come when we must emphasize every

distinct American principle. We must 1ift up our voices
as one man against the diversion of public moneys for
sectarian ends. The separation of Church and State
must be made clear and distinct. . . . The entire sepa-
ration of Church and State must be maintained, or the
enjoyment of liberty among naturalized citizens of vari-
ous countries and creeds is an utter impossibility. I
give this movement my unqualified indorsement. In-
deed, 1 cannot conceive how any citizen, whether of
native or foreign birth, can be loyal to this republic and
oppose this amendment. . . . The time certainly has
come when every American must insist upon the abso-
lute separation between Church and State, or the days
of the American republic will be numbered. God help
us to prize the liberties which were secured at so great a
cost for the citizens of this favored land !

Prof. David Kinley of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Baltimore, writes :—

The most pressing, immediate danger is the growing
influence of religious sectarianism in politics. Nothing
will be so fatal to our progress as the predominance of
the church, as an organization, over the State. The pub-
lic school, especially, should be kept free from its control.
This is a matter on which the trumpet of American citi-
zenship should give no uncertain sound. ¢‘No union of
Church and State,” ** No sectarian appropriations,” < No
division of the common school fund,” must be our mot-
toes, if we would avoid the dangers that threaten.

The American Baptist Home Missionary Society
indorses the amendment in these words :—

This body heartily approves the object of the National
League for the Protection of American Institutions, and
regards its action as timely, and as providing a safeguard
against very grave existing abuses, and yet graver pos-
sible dangers.

Thigbody approves of the proposed amendment to the
national Constitution, and urges that Congress take the
needful steps for its adoption.

Albert J. Russell, State Superintendent Public
Instruction, Tallahassee, Fla., says :—

Our country does need something of the Kkind very
much just now, taking in all the circumstances without
and within, and while there is no occasion for fear if our
people arc awakened and aroused, and made to feel that
eternal vigilance as given by our fathers, is the price of
human liberty, and especially American liberty, they
must be awakened and put upon their guard.

Numerous other names appear with brief indorse-
ments of the proposed amendment, among them be-
ing the names of Hon. William Strong, Ex-Justice
of the United States Supreme Court, Hon. Henry
Hitchcock, Fix-President American Bar Association,
Bishops John Scarborough and H. B. Whipple, of
the Protestant KEpiscopal Church, and Bishop
W. F. Mallalieu of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Communications from W. F. Crafts, Rev. Herrick
Johnson, Rev. David Mc Allister, and other apostles
of ¢« National Reform”’ and American Sabbath
Unionism, could they have been printed along-side
the above, would no doubt have made interesting
reading, but of course were not forthcoming,

It is intcresting in this connection to note the
fact that an amendment similar to the one now pro-
posed was suggested by President Grant and intro-
duced by James G. Blaine into Congress in De-
cember, 1875, received in the House 180 ayes to 7
noes, and in the Senate 28 ayes to 16 noes, thus
failing to pass in the latter body by the necessary
two-thirds majority ; also that both the Republican
and Democratic parties have in public convention
indorsed the prineciple of the proposed amendment,
the former at Cincinnati, June 15, 1876, and the lat-
ter at St. Louis, on the following 28th day of the
same, month, Whether the present attempt will be
more successful than that of 1875, or whether less
8o, is a matter of uncertainty. The strong indorse-
ment it has thus far received is, of course, encourag-
ing to the hope of its continuing, and ultimate
success,

But should the measure pass Congress and be rati-
fied by three fourths of the States, so as to become
in fact the sixteenth amendment to our national Con-
stitution, it would not by any means follow that re- *
ligious liberty in this country would not still be
invaded as it has been up to the present time; for
the determination of whether any State law was or
was not one which infringed the provisions of the
amendment, might so result as to leave the heavy
hand of persecution free to continue its oppression, .
under the guise of a civil necessity. It is doubtful
if the amendment would prove anything more than
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a somewhat formidable barrier across the path of

the movement for the enactment and enforcement
" of laws for the observance of the pagan Sabbath.
But it would no doubt strike a direct blow at the
pernicious system of State appropriations for secta-
rian schools, which, it is to be hoped, would prove
a fatal one. '
The preservation of American rights and liberties
can be aided, but not wholly secured, by Constitu-
tional provisions, so long as the public mind remains
uneducated to know just what such liberties are, and
to discern when they are violated ; for without this,
the interpretation given such provisions may not be
such as to make them strike with fatal effect against
the ev# which they are intended to destroy. Kdu-
cation is the great need of the hour, and nothing
can take its place. L. A, s.

RUMANIA AND AUSTRIA.

ArTER being a week with the brethren in Sariog-
hol, Rumania, they took me by team to Constantsa,
where we visited a rich German family. Haditbeen
in any way possible, the brethren would have gladly
given ateam for a week or two and taken me around
the different German colonies, thus to become ac-
quainted with the field and hold some meetings.
From Constantsa I proceeded by rail to Czernovoda
on the Danube. This road greatly shortens the dis-
tance between the lower Danube and the Black Sea,
andin order to connect this newly acquired tervitory
in the Dobrudscha still closer to old Rumania, thou-
sands of workmen are employed in constructing two
railroad bridges across the Danube, whichis divided
into two arms by a largeisland. The largest bridge
will be second only to the Tay bridge in England,
and the costs are estimated at $8,000,000. On this
occasion a small man-of-war took the mail and
the passengers across to the island, where several
stages were in readiness. Soldiers do not seem to
be wanting in this part of Rumania, and everything
seems prepared in case of war or its preparing.
Our stage had not less than seven horses, and in
case of rainy weather they are surely needed through
these low marshes, which very much resemble the
Migsouri bottoms, as considerable corn is grown
here. On the whole, corn is one of the chief arti-
cles of diet, also melons and grapes, and not least
of all the swine, which seem here especially ugly.
The other arm we crossed on a large ferry towed by
another man-of-war, and Jur stage passed right
through the center of the large village of Fetesti.
The houses are mostly low, often of clay. The grana-
ries and other outbuildings, also the hedges, are
woven from willow twigs, and seem quite practical.

Above the town the large plain commences, the
grapary of Rumania, in the center of which lies
Bucharest, orin English, the «‘City of Joy,” the royal
capital. Its population is about 230,000, and it
hag become quite a railroad center. It hag under-
gone great changes for the better under the gov-
ernment of a German prince; fine buildings, an
ornament to any city, have been erected; beautiful
boulevards have been laid out, lighted by electricity,
and there are also some fine monuments. Many of
the merchants and mechanics are Austrians or Ger-
mans, while the aristocracy speak French beside the
Rumanian, The royal palace is situated in the heart
of the city, and is quite a plain building. The
churches, some 130 in number, are mostly low struct-
ures, as they have earthquakes more or less. I in-
quired in vain for brother Aslau, the leader of the
Rumanian Sabbath-keepers, who was said to live
here.

Next day as I took the train for Austria, I soon
found that while the city itself has been greatly
beautified, another matter had also been carefully
attended to, to prepare it for war. An iron girdle
of eighteen forts extends clear around the city, and
while Rumaniain 1878 stood side by side with Rus-
sia against Turkey, it has since gaining its inde-
pendence, taken every precaution not to become a
vassal of Russia. Extensive fortifications are

planned on the Russian border, and according to |

present appearances, Russia will, in another strug-
gle with Turkey, reach Constantinople by Asia
Minor or with its fleet.

Toward evening we reached the Carpathian range
of mountains, which are the natural barrier between
Transylvania and Rumania, some of the peaks reach-
ing a hight of 2,500 meters. There seemed to be
some beautiful scenery, and we had to pass through
many tunnels ere we reached the divide. It was
quite late ere we arrived at Kronstadt, where 1
stopped till the next evening. Here in the midst
of the Rumanians, Hungarians, and Slavs, we find
a large German district, containing some 230,000
people, the Saxons of Transylvania., -As early as
1143, they were invited by the Hungarian king,
Geysa II, to leave their homes in Saxony and on
the lower Rhine, and settle in this country, to cul-
tivate and to protect it. Though centuries have
passed, they have preserved their mother tongue
and their national costume. The towns and vil-
lages are all built in German style, and with their
order and thrift, form quite a contrast to the others,
Kronstadt itself i8 the chief city, and is beautifully
situated. Its population of about 30,000 is half
German, the remainder are Hungarians and Ru-
manians. The Germans are mostly Lutherans, the
Hungarians, Roman Catholics, and the Rumanians,
Greek; thus the three leading factions of Chris-
tianity are represented here, and the great differ-
ence in their church-buildings marks each quarter
plainly. The Rumanians have quite alarge college
here, while the Germans have a number of noted
educational instifutions. In order to get a good
idea of the country, I ascended the Castle Peak, some
1,000 meters high. The view is indeed grand.
‘While on one side there are the high peaks, covered
with snow, we have on the other a lovely fruitful
plain, covered with villages. Kronstadt itself with
its many factories, seems to lie at your very feet,
and the old thick walls and great towers which still
remain, could tell many a tale of war, mostly with
the Turks.

Among the noted buildings is the house of Hon-
terus, who introduced the Reformation here with
such a zeal, that in 1543 the whole city council,
also the council of one hundred, accepted the Lu-
theran faith. The leading object of my visit was to
procure some addresses for the secretary, and I suc-
ceeded in obtaining a very complete address book,
andnow hundreds of our publications are sent here,

Friday morning I reached brother Rottmaier’s, in
Klausenburg, where I was received with great joy,
and stopped till Sunday night late. Though sev-
enty-five years old, brother R. still attends to the
British Bible Depository, and is becoming more and
more convinced of the truth. While at first he had
no desire to be troubled with ¢ doctrinal ques-
tions,” he has while learning more and more their
practical value from the Bible readings I held here,
become so interested that every spare moment was
employed in giving him readings. His wife is al-
ready a member of our church, and on Sabbath we
had our first Sabbath meetings in Austria,—only
three of us,—yet I believe a fourth One was pres-
ent according to His promise. Kach evening we
had public Bible readings, also on Sunday after-
noon, and Mr. -Molna, a secretary of the railroad
company, kindly and readily translated for me into
the Hungarian. On Sunday I also spoke to the

Sunday-school scholars about our Sabbath-schools |

in America and their missionary work, and even
these little Hungarian Sunday-school scholars de-
sired a part in such noble work. They begged me
that we have sister R. write them Hungarian let-
ters now and then, and thus learn more about our
work. Since, I have learned that even the pub-
lic papers have spoken of the Bible readings and
the part that Mr. Molna took in them. They re-
ported that we had already organized an Adventist
church, and appointed him leader, May the Lord
grant that erelong this false report may become
true, and a church be raised up as the first-fruits in
this field.

Monday morning I reached Buda-Pesth, the beau-
tiful capital of Hungaria, and during my short stop,
visited a leading publisher, who is getting ouf our
Hungarian and Bohemian and Polish readings.
He even accompanied me back to the depot and
showed quite an interest, and since has made much
more favorable offers. Following the Danube, our
train reached Vienna, the capital of Austria,
by eve, and I soon found a home with the son of Mr.
Rottmaier, who has quite an important position in
the British Bible Depository there, and is also an
elder of the Baptist church. We never retired till
two in the morning, and he and his wife listened
with interest. Nekt day he showed me the meet-
ing-hall of the Baptists, which holds about 150 per-
sons, and is quite well located. The Baptists not
being acknowledged as a denomination as yet, can-
not affix any notice of their meelings or any sign,
according to the law. He introduced me to, Mr.
Holzhausen, the leading religious publisher, and
Mr. H. promised to do what he could in securing us
favorable terms and finding translators. Austria
with its great mixture of tongues, otfers good ad-
vantages for such work. A ride of thirty hours
brought me from Vienna to Hamburg, and thus I
was once more at home affer an absence of ten
weeks. ' L. R. C.

REPORT OF THE WEEK OF PRAYER—NO. 8.

Wz continue to receive good reports from the
week of prayer.

Sister Caroline Jacobson, writing from a little
company at Wrightstown, Minn., reports good meet-
ings. She says :—

««1 think we all begin to realize more than ever
betore the nearness of the end and the vast amount of
work to be done, and all feel anxious to share in
the labor, that we may be partakers of the final
reward.”’ '

Elder 8. H. Lane gives a very interesting report
from New York :—

¢« DEAR BroTuER OLsSEN: We had some precious
seasons in our churches during the week of prayer.
The brethren and sisters were much delighted with
the readings, and a tender, spirit came into the
meetings. I was with the churches at Adams
Center, Mannsville, and Pulagki. The meetings at
each place were spirited, and the attendance was
good, considering the stormy weather wehad. It was
the most stormy week we had during the year.
At Puolaski the meetings were especially good. Owur
aged brother Robinson stated that he had never.en-
joyed any week of prayer so well before. He voiced
the sentiment of those who attended. The work is
riging in the Empire State, and we all rejoice in the
fact. As far as we have been able to hear, the
offerings are more than they were last year. To the
Lord be the praise ! Our churches are learning to -
love the foreign work more and more, as they be-
come informed im regard to it. Yours in the good
work.”

Sister M. C. Otis reports good meetings at Mans-
field, Ark., but states that on account of ill health
she could attend but very few.

. 8. A, Craig of Fair Grove, Mich., writes :—

«Drar BrorrER : I will tell you how the Watrous-
ville church spent the week of prayer. They came
together each day and had the readings in their
order, and short social meetings in which all present
took part. The readings wére prized by all, and
the instruction which they contained was received
with gladness. On Sunday there were fifteen dollars
received as donations to the foreign missions, and
there are several that will yet hand in offerings.”

H. W. Steele reports from Winston, Mo. :—

¢« Meeting commenced Sabbath, Dec. 19, at 11
A. M., with but few present ; but all who were pres-
ent seemed to enter into the spirit of the reading,
and to enjoy much of the good Spirit of the Lord
in all the meetings which were held each morning
at eleven o’clock. On Sunday the 27th the twelve
brethren and sisters present showed their love for
the cause by giving $13.75 free-will offerings. All
felt much encouraged, good resolutions were formed,
and we hope that the good seed that was sown will
bring forth much fruit. It was indeed a refreshing
time. The precious rays of light and truth which
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shone in upon our hearts during this season we be-
lieve will be of lasting benefit to us. All promised
to do more for the cause of present truth. There
were also about twenty dollars of tithes handed in
during this time. We look for more earnest work
in our church here.”

F. B. Johnson writes of the interesting meetings
at Redwood Falls, Minn, :—

“Drar BroTHER: In answer to your request to
write you the results of the week of prayer, will
say, I have spent the secason with the church at this
place, my home. - We have much for which to
praise the Lord. The season has been one of great
profit to us ; although la grippe kept many away,
still we had a fair representation each day. While
there has been no excitement, or striking results,
there has been a deep moving ‘of the Spirit of God
upon the hearts of those who attended. Many will
begin a new era in their Christian experience.

¢“Thereadings have been the means, in the hands
of the Lord, of awakening a new love for, and a
broader conception of, the glorious gospel of the
kingdom. As we listened to the rehecarsal of ‘what
‘God hath wrought’ and of how the truth has gone
to ‘many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings’ [queen of Sweden], we ﬁave felt as never
‘before the shortness of the time left to work, the
demands for men and means and the precious privi-
lege given us of being co-laborers with Christ in the
proclamation of this closing message to a dying
world.

“We feel thankful that God has moved us to
offer so willingly to this precious cause. Many are
quite poor, but nearly all gave something, one lit-
tle <tot’ even saving her penny and putting itin the
envelope like the rest. We have experienced the
feeling of King David when he said: ¢I have seen
with joy thy people, which are' present here, to of-
fer willingly unto thee.” The amount of offerings
to date this year are $25.31; last year (1890) they
were $16.64 ; and in 1889 only $7.44.”

Brother F. 1. Richardson writes of meetings held
in Michigan, at Sodus, Benton Harbor, Coloma, and
South Haven. He states that the interest was good,
and the meetings were very profitable, The com-
panies at these places have but lately embraced the
trath, but are growing in love and earnestness in
the work, and show a disposition to identify them-
selves with every interest of present truth.

We have no greater desire than to know that the
churches everywhere are prospering in the Lord.
If there ever was a time more than another when
God’s people should be most thoroughly in earnest,
it-is now. No one can afford to compromise his
eternal interests with the world. Now is the time
to come out and be separate from the world, and
whole-hearted with God. Both we and our means
should be on the altar of his service,

0. A. OnsEn.

“THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD

(Oontinued.)

[Suck is the title of a neat little pamphlet of
sixty pages, by Henry Drummond, whom I judge to
‘be an English author. Through the kindness of
:another, T have had the privilege of perusing this
little book, and I find so many precious thoughts in
it which have been interesting and profitable to me,
that I send it to the REVIEW, hoping its many read-
ers will be as much benefited as T have been. Itis
4 most discriminating and illuminating exposition
of that wonderful chapter on love, 1 Corinthians 13.
It is possible any inclined to be super-critical can
find passages they might find fault with, but no Chris-
tian could deny the excellence of the matter con-
tained in it. I ask all to read it with care.

G L B.]
THE ANALYSIS.

After contrasting love with these things, Paul, in
three verses, very short, gives us an amazing analy-
sis of what this supreme thing is. I ask you to
look at it. It is a compound thing, he tellsus. 1t
1shke light, As you have seen a man of science take

4 beam of light and passit through a crystal prism ;
as you have seen it come out on the other side of
the prism broken up into its compoyent colors, —red,
and blue, and yellow,-and violet, and orange, and

all the colors of the rainbow,—so Paul passes this
thing, love, through the magnificent prism of his
inspired intellect, and it comes out on the.otherside
broken up into its elements. And in these few
words we have what one might call the spectrum of
love, the analysis of love. Will you observe what
its elements are? Will you notice that they have
common names; that they are virtues which we
hear about every day; that they are things which
can be practiced by cvery man in every place in
life; and how, by a multitude of small things and
ordinary virtues, the supreme thing, the summum
bonwm, is made up ?

The spectrum of love has nine ingredients: pa-
tience, ¢¢Love suffereth long;” kindness, ¢ And is
kind;” generosity, ¢ Love envieth not;” humility,
¢ Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up;”
courtesy, ¢Doth not behave itself unseemly;” un-
selfishness, ¢¢Seeketh not her own ;”” good temper,
¢¢Is not easily provoked;” guilelessness, ¢ Think-
eth no evil ; ”” sincerity, ‘<Rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth.”

Patience, kindness, generosity, humility, court-
esy, unselfishness, good temper, guilelessness, sin-
cerity,—these make up the supreme gift, the stat-
ure of the perfect man. You will observe that all
are in relation to men, in relation to life, in relation
to the known to-day and the near to-morrow, and
not to the unknown eternity. We hear much of
love to God ; Christ spoke mach of love to man.
We make a great deal of peace with heaven ; Christ
made much of peace on earth. Religion is not a
strange or added thing, but the inspiration of the
secular life, the breathing of an eternal spirit through
this temporal world. The supreme thing, in short,
is not a thing at all, but the giving of a further fin-
ish to the multitudinous words and acts which make
up the sum of every common day.

There is no time to do more than make a passing
note upon each of these ingredients. Love is pa-
tience. This is the normal attitude of love; love
passive, love waiting to begin, not in a hurry, calm,
ready to do its work when the summons comes ;
but meantime wearing the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit. Love suffers long, beareth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things. For love
understands, and therefore waits.

Kindness. Love active, Have you ever noticed
how much of Christ’s life was spent in doing kind
things—in merely doing kind things ? Run over it
with that in view, and you will find that he spent a
great portion of his time simply in making people
happy, in doing good turns to people. There is
only one thing greater than happiness in the world,
and that is holiness; and it is not in our keeping;
but what God Aas put in our power is the happiness
of those about us, and that is largely to be secured
by our being kind to them,

«The greatest thing,” says some one, ‘‘a man
can do for his heavenly Father, is to be kind to some
of his other children.” I wonder why it is that we
are not all kinder than we are? How much the
world needs it. How easily it is done. How in-
stantaneously it acts. How infallibly it is remem-
bered. How superabundantly it pays itself back ;
for there is no debtor in the world so honorable, so
superbly honorable, as love. ¢t Love never faileth.”
Love is success, love is happiness, love is life.
““Love, I say,” with Browning, ¢‘is energy of
life.”

““For life, with all it yields of joy and woe

And hope and fear,
Is just our chance o’ the prize of learning love,—
How love might be, hath been indeed, and is.”

Where love is, God is. He that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God. God is love. Thcrefore, love,
Without distinction, without calculation, without pro-
crastination, love. Lavish it upon the poor, where
it is very easy ; especially upon the rich, who often
need it most; most of all upon our equals, where
it is very difficult, and for whom perhaps we each
do least of all. There is a difference between ¢ry-
ing to please and giving pleasure. (ive pleasure.
Liose no chance of giving pleasure; forthat is the
ceaseless.and anonymous triumph of a truly loving
spirit.  ¢I shall pass through this world but once.
Any good thing, therefore, that I can do, or any
kindness that I can show to any human being, let
me do it now. Let me not defer it or neglect it;
for I shall not pass this way again.”

. to seek things for ourselves at all

Generosity. ¢ Liove envieth not.” This is love
in competition with others. Whenever you attempt
a good work, you will find other men doing the same

kind of work, and probably doing it better. Envy
them not. Knvy is a feeling of ill-will tothose who
are in the same line as ourselves, a spirit of covet-
ousness and detraction. How little Christian work
even is a protection against un-Christian feeling.
That most despicable of all the unworthy moods
which cloud a Christian’s soul assuredly waits for us
on the threshold of every work, unless we are forti-
fled with this grace of magnanimity. Only one thing
truly, need the Christian envy, the large, rich, gen-
erous soul which ¢¢envieth not.”

And then, after having learned all that, you have
to learn this further thing, Aumility—to put a seal
upon your lips, and forget what you have done.
After you have been kind, after love has stolen
forth into the world and done its beautiful work, go
back into the shade again and say nothing about it.
Love hides even from . itself. Love waives even
self-satisfaction. ¢¢Love vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up.”

The fifth ingredient is a somewhat strange one to
find in this summuwm bonwm : Courtesy. This is
love insociety, love in relation to etiquette. ¢¢Love
doth not behave itself unseemly.” Politeness has
been defined as love in trifles. Courtesy is said to
be love in little things. And the one secret of po-
liteness is to love. Love cannot behave itself un-
seemly, You can put the most untutored persons
into the highest society, and if they have a reser-
voir of love in their hearts, they will not behave
themselves unseemly. They simply cannot do it.
Carlyle said of Robert Burns that there was no truer
gentleman in Hurope than the plowman-poet. It
was because he loved everything—the mouse, and
the daisy, and all the things, great and small, that
God had made. So with this simple passport he
could mingle with any society, and enter courts and
palaces from his little cottage on the banks of the
Ayr. You know the meaning of the word ¢ gentle-
man,” It means a gentle man, a man who does
things gently, with love. And that is the whole
art and mystery of it. The gentle man cannot in
the nature of things do an ungentle, an ungentle-
manly thing. The ungentle sonl, the inconsiderate,
unsympathetic nature cannot do anything else,
<« Liove doth not behave itself unseemly.”

Unselfishness. ¢ Love seeketh not her own:”
Observe : secketh not even that which is her own.
In Britain the Englishman is devoted, and rightly,
to his rights. But there come times when a man
may exercise even the higher right of giving ap his
‘rights.  Yet Paul does not summon us to give up
our rights, Love strikes much deeper. It would
have us not seek them at all, ignore them, elimi-

"nate the personal element altogether from our calcu-

‘ations. It is nothard to giveup our rights. They
are often external. The difficult thing is fo give
up ourselves, The more difficult thing still is not
After we have
sought them, bopght them, won them, deserved
them, we have taken the cream off them for our-
selves already. Little cross, then, perhaps, to give
them up. But not to seek them, to look every man
not on his own things, but on the things of others

—id opus est.  ‘Seekest thou great things for thy-
self ?’ said the prophet; ¢¢seek them not.”’ Why?
—Because there is no greatness in things, Things

cannot be great. The only greatness is unselfish
love. TKven self-denial in itself is nothing, is almost
a mistake. Only a great purposeor a mightier love
can justify the waste. It is more difficult, I have

" said, not to seek our own atall, than, having sought

I must take that back. Tt is
only true of a partly selfish heart. Nothing is a
hardship to love, and nothing is hard. I believe
that Christ's yoke is eagy. Christ's ‘“yoke” is just
his way of taking life, and I believe it is an easier
way than any other. I believe it is a happler way
than any other. The mostobvious lesson in Christ’s

teaching is that there is no happiness in having and
getting anything, but only in giving. I repeat,
there 1s no happiness in having or'in getting, but only
in giving. And half the world is on the wrong
scent in the pursuit of happiness. They think it
consists in having and getting, and in being served
by others. It consists in giving, and in serving
others, He that would be great among you, said
Christ, let him serve. He that would be happy, let
him remember that there is but one way—it is more
blessed, it is more happy, to give than to receive.
(7o be continued.)

it, to give it up.
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SUNDAY OBSERVANCE IN FRANCE.

Tue following is a dispatch dated at Paris,
France, Jan. 12:—

«“There is a movement on foot here to secure the
proper observance of Sunday, and a very strong
society has been formed to further this cause. The
honorary president of the soeiety, Senator Jules
Simon, said to-day: ¢ We desire that our workmen
may have a day’s rest once a week, and Sunday is
naturally the day we have chosen. But our under-
taking is a difficult one, because it runs counter to
numerous eustoms and interests which do not like to
be interfered with. At present our factory hands
and shop people work, not only during the
long hours of every week day, but also the
Sundays. We do not wish to forbid people work-
ing on Sunday if they wish to do so, but we aim to
prevent them from forcing other people to work.’

««M. Leon Say, the eminent political economist
and deputy, who is president of the society, said:
¢Our society is the result of a congress of social
economists held in Paris during the exhibition of
1889. It was then unanimously recognized that a
weekly rest is indispensable to the working masses,
We do not ask for legislation, but depend entirely for
success on the power of persuasion., And it can-
not be said that we have hitherto labored in vain.
Two years ago our society numbered twenty persons ;
to-day we count over 2,500 members, made up of
Republicans-and Monarchists, Catholics and Protest-
ants, bishops and free-thinkers, We have already
achieved some practical results. In the post-office
we have got the hours shortened on Sunday, and
we are now laboring with the railroad companies.’”

It will be seen from the foregoing that the Sun-
day question is assuming very great proportions in
France, and thorough organizations are being per-
fected to carryit forward. We should read in these
signs of the times the fulfillment of the sure word of
prophecy, and every fiber in our being should be
stirred to earnest effort in the Master’s cause. The
world is to be enlightened in regard to the Sunday
fraud, and also to be made acquainted with the true
Sabbath of the Bible. Now is our most favorable
time to work. Let us be up and doing while we
have opportunity. '

THE “LAW AND ORDER LEAGUE” IN
- PITTSBURGH, PA.

W. F. Crarrs made his boast some months since
that they had a scheme ready to put into operation,
that would ¢¢startle the whole country.” When he
made that announcement, he was very busy organ-
izing what he pleases to term ¢‘Law and Order
Leagues.” While the ostensible purpose of these
«Leagues” is to see that the law is enforced, their
work so far has been closely confined to making
arrests for Sunday labor and business. The plan
has been to commence in some of the eastern cities,
and then sweep the country.

From the Pittsburgh Dispateh of Jan. 14 welearn
that there is a good deal of excitement in that city
over some arrests of newsboys that have been
made, and a good deal is being said in regard to
wholesale  arrests that are threatened by the
<“League.” Mr. Matthews, one of the principal
news dealers in the city, says that he will fight the
Law and Order Society till a decision is secured
from the highest court.

The newsboys are up in arms against the move.
They say it will take away one of their best days
for business. At a mass meeting they denounced
the League in strong terms. .

Mr. Matthews, above mentioned, who is one of the
principal officers of the Paper Carriers’ Union,
says that it will be ¢¢a fight to the finish,” and
that all the members of the Union will do all they
can to get the old State law of 1794 repealed. He
says that a short time since he was arrested forsell-
ing tobies on Sunday. He did not have room for

" them in his show-case, and so they were setting on
the outside ; but he never allowed any of them to

he sold on Sunday, confining his sales strictly to
newspapers. But while he was out of his store, a

shabby looking man came in, threw five cents to
his clerk, took up four tobies, and ran out before
he could be stopped. For this involuntary sale he
was arrested, and the man making the questionable
purchase was the witness against him. Mr. Mat-
thews said that on Sunday, Jan. 3, a bum looking
fellow came into his store and wanted to buy some
tobies. He was refused, but persisted, and would
not go away till almost ordered. He then went to
another store and bought a Sunday paper, and tried
to buy a cigar, but could not. He then came back,
and bought a paper of the same issue that he had
bought before at the other store.

Evidence that is secured in this way is the kind
that is being used on the witness-stand in securing
convictions of Sunday labor. We are coming to
the same old scenes that were enacted in Scotland
when the private premises of persons were searched
for any one that might be skulking away from
church, What the Law and Order League is now
doing in Pittsburgh is the first step in that direction,
and the rest will surely follow. Such things as this
should open the eyes of those who have persisted
that Sunday laws would not work oppression. The
spirit that is behind this movement is the same that
operated the Spanish Inquisition, and the truth in
regard to it should be held aloft that all the people
may see, .

The laboring people in Pittsburgh are also aroused
in regard to it, and are passing strong resolutions
against the old law of 1794, that makes such ar-
rests possible. The indications are that the storm
that is being raised will sweep their Sunday law
away for a little time. But we are in the time
when a great prophecy is being fulfilled, and we
know that these agitations will keep on till the Sun-
day institution is urged upon all, under the pains
and penalties of oppressive law. But let us not
falter. As we see their indications, let us push the
battle all the stronger, and let the people see what
is before them.

A PAGE OF INTERESTING HISTORY.

Ar the close of the second address on religious
liberty delivered at Milton Junction, Wis., last fall,
Mr. Rogers, a Seventh-day Baptist, and a descend-
ant of the martyr, John Rogers, handed the speaker
the following bit of interesting family history,
which shows that the love of truth, and the willing-
ness to suffer for it, did not perish in the Rogers
family with the death of the faithful martyr:—

¢« In theyear 1635 James Rogers (who by family
tradition was the great grandson of John Rogers,
the martyr, who was burned at the stake for his re-
ligious Dbelief at Smithfield, Eng., Feb. 4, 1555)
emigrated to America and settled at Stratford,
Coun. Here he married, and he and his wife united
with the church (Elder Pruden’s).

1« In a few years his business called him to New
London, where in the course of trade he became
acquainted with the Seventh-day Baptists of New-
port, R. I. During the years 1674, '75, and 76, he
and his wife, four sons, James Jr., John, Joseph,
and Jonathan, and a daughter, Elizabeth, united
with the first Seventh-day Baptist church of Amer-
ica about three years after its organization.

<« Having seceded from the Hstablished Church
in the year 1676, the mother church commenced
its persecutions upon them by fines and imprison-
ments, Accusations were brought to the town
authorities against them for profaning the first day
of the week by attending to their ordinary labor,
and for neglect of worship on that day. Some of
the Seventh-day Baptists were arraigned at every
session of the court, for a course of years. The
fine on the first offense was five shillings, then ten
shillings, and then fifteen shillings, and so on.

¢t At the June court in 1677,the following per-
sons were arraigned before the court : James Rogers,
Sr., his wife, and his sons James and Jonathan,
charged with the crime, as they styled it, of high-
handed presumptuous profanation of the first day of
the week, called Sunday, by attending to their
ordinary work on that day. Their daughter was
also arraigned before the court for placing what they
called a scandalous paper on the meeting-house,

and Mary, the wife of James Rogers, Jr., for absence
from public worship.

*Again, in 1677 the court ordered that John Rog-
ers be called to account once a month, and fined
five shillings each time, while others of the family
were held to the same amount of fines for blas-
phemy against the first day of the week, by calling
the day < anidol,” and by stigmatizing ministers
as hirelings. Besides fines, they suffered imprison-
ments, whippings, and punishments in the stocks.
No charges were ever brought against them except
these charges of non-conformity.”

Those who think that the intoleranee which made
possible the above persecutions against observers
of the Sabbath of the Lord in the seventeenth cent-
ury, does not exist in the nineteenth, need but to
interview the leaders of the Sunday-law movement
regarding the persecution of R. M. King of Ten-
nessee, to have that delusion dispelled. True, the
whipping-post and the stocks are not available to
day, but this is not the fault of the modern legal
suasion apostle, as is shown in the replies to the
question, < Was R. M. King justly imprisoned?”
The chilling answers, ‘<Tennessee has a Sunday
law, King has violated that law;” ¢¢ No man has
a right to set himself up against the sentiment of
any community,” etc., bespeak the results which
would follow a triumph of these movements.

A. F. BALLENGER.

AMERICAN SABBATH UNION ORGANIZING
IN OHIO.

Tue following should cause our people in Ohio
to be alive to the situation, and earnestly at work ;—

< At the annual meeting of the Ohio Sabbath
Association, held in Zanesville, Ohio, Dec. 14, the
seeretary reported that in fifty-nine counties of that
State county societies auxiliary to the American
Sabbath Union have been recently organized, and
that over seven thousand names of petitioners have
been sent through these societies to the World’s Fair
commissioners, asking that the gates be kept closed
on Sundays. The secretary was instracted to send
a report of the action of this mceting on-this subject
to every congressman and senator from Ohio.”

TO CLOSE THE WORLD'S FAIR ON SUNDAY.

RePRESENTATIVE KEAN announces that he will
introduce the following in the Ohio Legislature at
his earliest opportunity :—

«Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Ohio, that the Board of Managers of the
Fair to be held in the city of Chicago in the year
A. D. 1893 be, and they are hereby, earnestly peti-
tioned to exercise the authority in them vested in
closing the gates of the air on the first day of the
week, commonly called Sunday, in accordance with
the law of God, the rights of man, and the prece-
dents of our Ameriean history.

«+ Resolved, That the Governor be requested to
transmit to the proper officers of said Board a copy
of this resolution.’s

— A very interesting letter just received from one
of our Press Agents gives an account of the success
he is having in securing the publicationof our prin-
ciples in the secular press. Among the rest is the
case of a Finnish editor who is much interested,
and is translating our literature upon the subject of
religious liberty, into his language, and publishing
it in his paper. Our agent says that the editor is
much taken with the principles, and is anxious to
get them before the Finnish nationality. May the
good work go on!

—The Law and Order Leagues of Newark, N. J.,
have entered on a crusade against the Sunday sa-
loon, and promise a great work in ¢¢ punishing Sun-
day-law breakers.”

—The ministers of Butler, Pa., have joined
hands with the Law and Order League to enforce
the Sunday law in that place.

—New Bedford, Mass., has been engaged in a
crusade against the ¢*Sunday saloon.” Why con-
fine it to Sunday ?

—S8avannah, Ga., is reported to have a mayor
who is earnestly enforcing the Sunday law.
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rogress of the Qause.

“He that goeth forth and weepeth, beaun% precious seed, shall
doubtless %ome again with rejoicing, bringing is sheaves with him.”

~Ps. 136 :

LET US PRAY.

BY ELIZA H. MORTON.
(Deering, Me.)

LT us pray for one another,
For a sister or a brother
Let us pray. Let us pray.

If our hearts are full of glory,
Then our lips will tell the story
‘When we pray, when we pray.

Let us pray, and pray believing
That the answer we’re receiving
When we pray, when we pray.

Then, O, sweet will be the blessing,
To our souls *twill be refreshing.
Let us pray. Let us pray.

WISCONSIN.

Avone THE CHURCHES,—Dec. 12, 13 I held

.meetings with the Mt. Sterling church, and Dec. 15
~ went to Boscobel and remained over Sabbath and
Sunday. On the 218t I went to Mt. Hope, and
the 25th went to Waterloo. There I held meetings
Sabbath and Sunday. Dec. 31 I went to Star, and
beld quarterly meeting. Sunday evening three
‘joined the church. The interest here was good,
and should be followed up.

I now go home to Sparta to prepare for the school
at Stevens’ Point. In my new field I find much to
be done. May God bless the dear brethren till we
meet again, R. J. WHITE.

MARYLAND.,

Roor HavrL.-—8ince our last report, we have had
some excellent meetings and very much opposition.
Fifty have already -decided to obey, and more are
about ready to decide. About thirty of this num-
ber are men ; the remainder are women, we bave
not counted the children.

The opposition is working hard against us, so
much so that we expect to have the hall taken from
us; but land and money and workmen are all ready
for the erection of a church, if it becomes necessary.
We feel to thank God for the success attending this
effort.

One great obstacle here is the tobacco question,
a8 the people are most all tobacco users, We trust
in God’s help in this matter also. We never before
have met such opposition. The Devil is kicking
hard, but we trust in God. If we ever needed the
prayers of our people, it is now. We still have
large crowds attending our meetings, Sixty at-
tended our last Sabbath meeting. To God be all
_the praise ! R. D. HorreL,

E. E. FRANKE.

MICHIGAN.

Amone THE CHURCHES.—During the week of
prayer, our meetings in Leslie were marked with
much of the blessing of Gtod. We held two services
each day, with increasing interest to its close. By
urgent request, I remained with them till after their
quarterly meeting, holding Bible readmgs each day
with good results.

‘This church has been buffeted by the enemy un-
til a division and party spirit had crept in and
nearly destroyed the church. During the week of
prayer, the Lord wonderfully blessed this church,
and the breach has been healed, the wound moli-
fied with the Spirit of God, and if faith, hope, and
the love of Giod are constantly applied, will cause
a complete cure.

I havegreat hopes of this church, that, when emp-
tied of self, so that Christ may be reflected in them,
they will be a beacon light, that will lighten the
whole community around them. Some of their neigh-
‘bors . are already interested and took a part with
us in our Bible readings. I believe the Lord loves
this church, and if they will by suitable confessions
and repentance, return unto him with all the heart,
they will see his stately steppings among them, and
his power in healing the sick, and gathering thelr
children into the fold.

Their business meeting was characterized with
_commendable unity, and while setting apart their
elder and deacon to their sacred offices, many hearts

were melted to tears. May the good work go on
until they are made perfect in Christ, and ready to
stand redeemed on Mount Zion. My soul magnifies
the name of the Lord. I am of good courage, and
am very hopeful for our churches in Michigan.
Jan. 6. M. S. BurNHAM.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Farco.—During the week of prayer, meetings
were held each afternoon, in which the readings
prepared for the occasion were read, and in the even-
ing preaching services were held. The meetings
were well attended by the brethren. A few were
kept away by sickness; while some not of our faith
came to the meetings, and a few were much inter-
ested. One family will yet obey the truth, we be-
lieve, and the head of the family has already given up
his tobacco. A meeting of the tract and missionary
society was held, in which a librarian was elected,
and a club of ten copies of the Signs was ordered
for the work.

Quarterly meeting and the annual business meet-
ing of the church were held. Tithes to the
amount of $49.90 were paid in, also Christmas offer-
ings to the amount of $36.93. The plan of first-day
offering was considered, and a lively interest mani-
fested. Some who had not understood it rightly in
the past, were enlightened on the subject, and
promised to be faithful in carrying out the plan.

As the work for our time was set before us in
the readings, fogether with the wants of the pre-
cious cause, the Spirit of the Lord came into our
hearts, and we were enabled to take in the extent
of this work more than ever before, and to feel the
need of consecration to God and his work. The
meetings were a great blessing to all who attended
regularly. To the Lord be all the praise !

I am now at Hankinson, on my way to visit scat-
tered brethren and companies of our people in this
new State. We hope to visit all such during this
tour. Those who have not written us will please
do so soon. Address, Fargo, North Dakota.

Jan. 7. ANDREW MEAD.

SOUTH DAKOTA.

AnoNnG THE CHURCHES.—By request of our State
Conference committee, I spent the week of prayer
with the churches at Milbank and Watertown. Four
days were spent in each place. As I met with old
friends at Milbank, some of whom I had not seen
for years, I was forcibly reminded of the time, when,
nine years ago, the present truth was first introduced
into that place, and quite a company were raised up
to obey the message. But few of the original num-
ber are left, some having removed, and others
apostatized, but their places have been filled by
others coming into the truth, and the church is ap-
parently among the most prosperous ones of the
Conference. Itsinfluenceisgoodin the community,
and there is a pressing call for a Bible worker.

Two meetings were held each day, but sickness in
nearly every family prevented a general attendance
and as deep an interest as might otherwise have
been witnessed. The brethren took me across the
country about twenty miles on my way to Water-
town, thus giving me an opportunity to visit some
that were unable to attend the meetings.

At Watertown we found a few endeavoring fo
keep up the interest in the week of prayer. Most
of the members of this church live at quite a dis-
tance in the country, and as the weather turned
stormy and cold, they were unable to get to the
meetings much ; but the Lord came near and gave
unusual liberty in preaching the word, in connec-
tion with the readings, and the friends seemed much
revived and encouraged. Here I had the unex-
pected but much-prized privilege of meeting brother
Culver, formerly of New York, and well known to
some of the readers of the Revisw. He was visit-
ing relatives in this place, and helped in the meet-
ings very much. The offerings for foreign missions,
considering the number and circumstances of the
brethren, were quite liberal.

8. B. WHITNEY.

IOWA.

Awong THE CHURCHES. —In company with brother
8. M. Holly, district director for No. 16, we began
meetings at Pilot Mound, Dec. 11, and remained
with them over Sabbath and Sunday. From there
we came to Coon Rapids, and remained one week.
It did us good to meet with this company, and to
find some degree of outside interest. The Spirit of

God came into our meetings and made our hearts -
very tender. We regretted that other appointments
called us away from this place so soon; for we be-

-lieve God was working upon the hearts of this peo-

ple. When we bade them adieu, one prominent
man, an infidel, took us by the hand and with tears
in his eyes, said he was glad we came that way, but
sorry to see us leave.

Dec. 22 we left for State Center, and continued
our meetings there until Jan. 5. Poor roads, bad
weather, sickness, etc., interfered with our meet—
ings throughout. We believe, however, that they
were not altogether in vain. There are better
things in store for this church, if the members will
but be faithful to their trust.

On Tuesday, the bth inst., we came to Nevada.
Have been here now nine days, with increasing at-
tendance each night. As the meetings advanced,
the light of God’s gracious spirit seemed to shine
in more and more. We have had some blessed sea-
sons. We were made to rejoice as the dews of
heaven were bestowed upon us. It seemed good to
see almost the entire church willingly respond, to-
gether with others, tothe invitation to come forward
for prayers, and to seek God for a new experience.
On Monday, Jan. 11, we had the pleasure of bap-
tizing ten willing souls, and to-day, Jan. 13, we
baptized threemore. Truly Godis good. Wehave
been made to realize more than ever that there is
power in the religion of Jesus Christ. And blessed
be his holy name. MatraEw LARsON.

8. M. Horwry.

OHIO.

It was my privilege to be with the La Grange
church, in Lorain county, the last Sabbath and
Sunday of the old year, and as this church is located
near where my wife was born, and the most of her
relatives lived, I have been much interested in its
prosperity, and I rejoiced to find the members grow-
ing in the ¢« Christian graces,” with one of the best
Sabbath-schools in the State. The donations to
foreign missions were over fifty-eight dollars. I
found them well supplied with our publications,
which I think is very essential; in fact, I do not
think it would take a very skillful physician to de-
termine the spiritual condition of the different
churches, if permitted access to the books in our
publishing houses, and to examine the pulse to see
what churches are- drawing supplies from the
“armory.” They enjoy some advantages that
should place them in the fore-front of the battle;
a nice building to worship in, living near each other,
surrounded by a rich farming country and several
large, thrifty towns, which afford them excellent
opportunity to do missionary work. I think if one
of the tents could be located there the coming
geason, a large church would be the result. My
labors in the health and temperance and social
purity work have been quite successful, for which I
praise the Lord and take courage. -Those inter-
ested in the reading of our different publications
are among the most intelligent people of the State.
The desire “of my heart is to live a faithful Chris-
tian life. Wy, BEEBE.

Jan. 15.

FLORIDA.,

SiNcE my return from Michigan I have done but
little except visit the brethren in the vicinity of
Moultrie and 8t. Augustine. Elder N. Orcutt who
resides at Moultrie, usually holds a preaching serv-
ice there on the Sabbath, which is followed by a
Bible reading and social meeting.

The outlook for the cause in Florida was never so
promising as at the present time. Brethren Crisler
and Johnston have been greatly blessed of God in
their labors during the summer. Af each place
where they held a series of meetings, very satisfac-
tory results followed. At Barberville, where brother
Johnston held a series of meetings, twelve are keep-
ing the Sabbath. Four of these new convertsto the
truth are now engaged in the canvassing work, with
brother S. T. Page as leader, making the first com-
pany of canvassers in the State. The first five days
of their experience in canvassing resulted in taking
orders for books to the amount of $408. Oneyoung
lady sixteen years of age took thirty-three orders in
about twenty-four hours. The second week they
took orders to the amount of $350. Brother High-
smith took seventv-five orders in forty-five hours,
amounting to $190.50. Their letters are filled
with such expressions as this : ¢¢O, how I praise
the Lord for bringing me into this glorious work !”

‘
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They are very happy in the work, and our brethren
everywhere will all thank God and take courage for
what the Lord is doing for us in Florida.

At the call of brother Crisler, I came to De Leon
Springs, Volusia Co., Jan. 5, to assist in a series of
meetings. Brother Johnston and wife are with us.
Meetings began Wednesday evening, Jan. 6, with a
good attendance, which has increased so thatat the
last meeting we were unable to seat all who came.
The interest has extended into the surrounding coun-
try, some coming eight miles. We already see evi-
dences of the convicting influence of God’s Spirit,
some having come forward with tears in their eyes,
saying they feltit was time they were getting on board
the ¢¢gospel train.” Brethren, everywhere, remem-
ber to pray for the prosperity of the work at De
Leon. There are calls for meetings in all directions,
but where are the consecrated men to respond to
the Macedonian cry, ¢ Come over and help us”?
In a time like this we should not consult our own
ease, convenience, or comfort. God calls us to
labor, and not to faint, Cras. P. WHITFORD.

| §gm§af fjﬂm@g

COLORADO STATE MEETING

A StaTE meeting will be held at Denver, Colo., Feb.
10-14. Brother Underwood will be with us. We hope
‘that all will come to this meeting who can, and we es-
pecially desire all the church elders and Sabbath-school
superintendents to be present. We will there lay plans
for the coming summer’s work, which we hope will be
the means in God’s hands of bringing many souls to the
knowledge of Jesus. J. R. ParMEer, Pres.

NOTICE FOR NEW ENGLAND!

Tue third and last of our institutes for this winter is
to be held in Danvers, Mass., Feb. 1-11. Board and
lodging free, and traveling expenses paid by the tract
society for those who will make a business of canvassing.
Elder Porter will be with us to conduct religious exercises.
There will also be instruction in Sabbath-school work, as
be President of our Association will be present a portion
Of the time: All are iuvited. Come early and stay until

the close. E. E. Minus, Gen. Agt.

SOUTH DAKOTA, NOTICE!

Taere will be an institute for elders and leaders of
churches and companies at Sioux Falls, 8. Dak., from
Feb. 9-14. Instruction especially adapted to these will
be given at this time. Instruction will be given upon
church organization and duties of officers and lay mem-
bers. Elder O. A. Olsen will be there through the in-
stitute,

We urge our brethren to put forth special efforts to
come, Board and lodging will be furnished free, but all
must bring their own bedding. Wc hope to sec a large
turn-out at this meeting, and we trust it will be a real
benefit to all. O. A. JOIINSON.

.

GENERAL MEETING IFOR QUEBEC.

Tuis meeting will be held at South Stukely, P. Q.,
Feb. 5-9. It is designed for all the brethren and sisters
in this Province who would like to attcud. To those
who may wish to know who is to meet with us, we are
happy to announce that we have received a promise from
the Author of our faith himself, that he will be with us,
The meeting will be placed in his hands, and we think
all will consent to let him take the full charge. If there
is on the part of each onea full and perfect surreuder of
self to the management of Christ, we shall be led on to
the most triumphant victory that we have ever known in
our experience. While we invite all, we especially de-
sire to see those who feel that they have not become fully
acquainted with their Saviour, and desire to meet with
him, receive him into their hearts, and take him back
with them to their homes. To all who desire him he
offers to go with them, filling their hearts and homes
with peace, joy, and love, and making life a perpetual re-
joicing. Al who come will be provided for.

-R. 8. Owen.

THE TEXAS CANVASSING SCHOOL.
o EE——

AcAIx we call the attention of our canvassers to the
canvassers’ school to be held at Oak Cliff, Feb. 25 tfo
April 10. We expect brother Dixon to be with us.
Brother Mead, General Canvassing Agent, will also spend
several dayswith us at the beginning of the school. We
are desirous that all our canvagsers shall be present at
the first, even though they cannot remaiu till the close.
Both theory and practice will be taught. After sev-
eral days’ instruction, all will spend a portion of the time
in actual work in Dallas. By this plan all can earn enough

_ %o pay their expenses, besides plamh many books in the
hands of Dallas people

The Conference will furnish tents to all free. We ex-
pect that there will be an opportunity to procure board,
if any desire it. All should bring bedding and a few
dishes, if possible. We ask all who expect to attend the
school fo write at once to me at Oak Cliff. All those
who expect to enter the canvassing field in the spring,
but find it impossible to be at the school, will please
write to me also. T am desirous of hearing from both
classes at once. Brethren and sisters, this will be a
golden opportunily to prepare for the work. Read care-
full) Luke 12:47. We believe this will be the most
precious privilege ever enmyed by our workers. We are
getting many precious things in the ministerial institute,
which we hope to be able to take to those who are to en-
gagein the Lord’s precious work in Texas. Come, breth-
ren, praying God’s hlessmg upon the school.

W. 8. Hyarr.

@Thy Sabbaih= §m7m@]

* The entrance of thy words giveth light,”—Ps. 119: 130

LESSONS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON VI—THE GRACIOUS CALL. ISAIAH 55.
{Commit Verses 6-8.)

(Sabbath, Feb. 6.)

TexT.—'‘Seek ye the Lord whﬂe he may be found, call ye upon
him while be is near.”® Isa.55

1. What reproof does the Lord give to those who spend
means and time for that whieh is worldly and worthless? Isa.
55+ 9, first two questions.

2. What better way does he set before them ¢ Saine verse,
last part. Boothroyd reads: *‘Let your soul feast itself with
the best things.”’

3. To whom and how freely arve these best things offered ?
Verse 1.

4. By what means is this fountain of God’s
opened ?  Isa. 53 : 4, 5.

5. What does Jesus himself say in regard to these riches of
his grace ¥ Jobn 4 :14; 6:27, 51, 68,

6. What does he promise us if we heed these instructions?
Isa. 55 : 38, first two clauses.

7. What does he promise to thos¢ who will come to him ?
Same verse, last part.

8. What is this everlasting covenant here promised ?  Ans.—
The new covenant in Christ. (See Ps. 89 :20, 26-36; Acts
18: :}4 Heb. 8:8-13; 18:20.)

What will the Fathel make of Lhust the seed of David?

Is'm o’S 4.

10. In confirmation of this, what does Jesus say of himself
as a witness of God? John 18:387; Rev. 1:5,

11. What witness Is borne to him as Ieader and commander?
Matt. 17: 5; Eph. 1 :22, 28, .

12. Were the blessings of Christ to be to the Jewish people
alone't Isa. 55:5; John 10 : 165 1 Cor. 12:13.

Nore.— ¢ Know ” is used in Isa. 55 :5 in the sense of
covenant relationship, such asexists between God and his
people. (See John 17:8 and Gal. 4:9, for.ity use in
this sense,) It is here used of the Gentiles.

18. Why would men run after Christ? Isa. 55:5. Because
God had glorified him inhis sufferings for the world (John 13: 31),
in his resurrection from the dead (Eph. 1:19, 20), in the ef-
fectual power of his pricsthood (Heb. 5:5); he s glorvified in
his people (1 Pet. 4 : 14), and glorified with his people when he
coines again. Rom. 8 :17, 18,

14, In view of these things, what are men exhorted to do?
Isa. 551 6.

15. Of what thme only have we the promise? 2 Cor. 6:2.

16. What does he say of the wicked and unrighteous ¢ Isa,
55 1 7, first part.

17. How great merey will he exercise toward the repentant?
Verse 7, last part; Isa. 1:18.

grace thus

18, Iow does the richness of God’s mercy compare with that

exercised by man ¢ Isa. 55 :8, 9; Ps. 103 : 10-12.

19. How effectual will his promises be to those who trust in
them ¢ Verses 10, 11.

Nore.—There could be no more beautiful figure of the
power of God’s gracious mercy upon the heart of the sin-
ner than is contained in the two verses above. Just as
the snow and rain, to the human eye of little worth,
falling upon the dry and barren soil, causes to spring
forth the grass and herb, so God’s grace and mercy will
soften the hard, barren heart of the sinner, and make it
fruitful. This is the promise, it will never return void
to the heart of faith.

20. What docs he say of the way, the joy, and triumph of
him who accepts of this mercy ¢ Verses 12, 13; Tsa. 61: 10,
11; 54 : 18-15. :

REVIEW NOTES.

1. Tone Fouxrtaix or HOPE.—Isaiah 53 may well be
called the fountain of hope; for from it flows a boon to
every fainting soul that has found the tossing billows of
sin engulfing it in the depths of despalr, that has felt
its own poverty and nothingness in the sight of an all-
wise Creator; that has sought the way of hfe, and that
has fled to the open word for a ray of light in which to
trust.

2. <“TuigstETH.”—The inspired word calls especial
attention to the breadth of the following invitation by
the word ‘*Ho,”—wait, give ear: ‘< Hvery one thar thirst-
eth, come ye to the waters.” Not so particularly to him

to whom a draught might be moderately acceptable is
this addressed, but to him to whom it is a necessity ere
he perish. For as one is tortured for want of drink, so
he who is without the favor of God, when brought to
see his condition, will feel the pangs of a spiritual thirst,
a yearning after something that holds out a hope for the
future. A blessing is promised to those that ‘‘Aunger
and thirst after righteousness.” Matt. 5:6.

3. «“Wrrrour MONEY AND WrtHOUT PRICE.”—The
wealth of the rich is inadequate to purchase the wine
and milk, which are emblematic of thec blessings of sal-
vation and the nourishment (or encouragement) of the
soul. Neither is the poverty of the poor a hindrance to
the acquisition of the same. Thus the rich and poor
are alike the recipients of grace. One hath whereof to
boast no more than the other. All who fail to receive
eterual life are without excuse.

4. Tar ExmorrarioN.—The invitation of the first
verse was: ‘‘Come ye, buy and e¢at.” The exhortation
of the sixth verse is: ‘“Seek ye the Lord while he may
be found, call ye upon him while be is near.”” Man in
the fetters of sin is ignorant of the true God and his at-
tributes, hence the exhortation, ‘¢ Seek,”’ etc.

5. “WniLe HE May BE Founp.”—This indicates a
time when it will be impossible to find Him, but now is
the accepted time, when he is near. This urges upon
us the importance of early seeking the protection and
guidance of God; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth.

6. Tar Promise.—(1) To the sinner. By forsaking
the evil way and evil thoughts, and returning to, or
seeking, the Lord, mercy aud an abundant pardon will
be his to enjoy. Verse 7. (2) To the accepted believer.
““For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with
peace: the monntains and the hills shall break forth be-
fore you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come upthe
fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle
tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever-
lasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

7. Concrusion,—In view of the gracious call to come,

-the freedom with which ALL may partake, the encour-

agement and liberal inducements held out to the fallen,
the necessity of a speedy acceptance of the gift, and the
glorious and eternal reward which awaits the closing up
of God’s work in the earth, shall not we who study this
lesson join heart and voice with the revelator in pro-
claiming, ‘*The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely” ?

Jlews LU// ﬁw %(”Lmla,

FOR WEEK ENDING JAN. 23
DOMESTIC.

—The Rio Grande frontier is covered with snow for
the first time ever known.

—Texas cattlemen, it is estimated, will lose $1,000,-
000 as a result of the blizzard.

—A college has been established at Chicago to educate
brewers in all brancheg of their trade.

—At Toledo, Tuesday, the Robinson electric street-car
barns were burned, Loss, about $150, 000.

—Ice choked the inlets at all the cribg, Friday morn”
ing, and caused a serious water famine in Chicago.

——@Great activity prevails in the Navy Department at =
Washington, owing to the stubborn position of Chili.

——Business in the United States was in a more pros-
perous condition during 1891 than in any other country .
in the world.

—The British brig < Wallington” struck a sunken
wreck off Portsmouth in a gale, Sunday, and sank. Two
of the crew were drowned.

— Adjutant-General Wickham of the Missouri National
Guard, Tuesday, ordered that the guard be recruited to
its maximum strength as soon as possible.

—A meeting of the National Central Committee of
the People’s party will be held at 8t. Louis, Mo., Feb.
22; for the purpose of uniting all reform organizations,

—A bill has been introduced in the United States Sen-
ate, providing for the establishment of pneumatic tubes
for the postal service between New York and Brooklyn.

—Near Heltonsvillé, Ind., Tuesday, a boy dug up $4,-
000, some counterfeiting tools, and a revolver. They
were hidden by a man named Clark, who was lynched
fifteen years ago.

—Unknown persons blew up a portion of the Standard
0il Company’s pipe line near Woolwich, Pa., Sunday,
and cut the company’s telegraph wires. Over one thou-
sand barrels of oil were wasted before the break could
be repaired.

—An English syndicate has bought twenty-three, or
all but six, of the flour mills in TUtah. The transaction
involves $1,800,000 for the plants, and $850,000 for
stock now on hand. The company proposes to erect a
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number of elevators, and expects to control the entire
wheat crop of the Territory.

FOREIGN.

—Military officers will take the place of civil officers
in the distribution of relief to the Russian famine sufferers.
This action is taken to prevent the embezzlement of
funds.

—Alarming accounts of the famine in Russia continue
to be received. The condition of the country is com-
pared to that of Ireland in 1847. Famine-stricken peo-
ple are flocking into the cities.

—During the past week 8,206 deaths have occurred in
London. This is double the average prevailing from
October to the middle of December. The increase is
due mainly to respiratory diseases.

—During the past week 531 deaths were reported in
Vienna as compared with 221 the preceding week. The
increase was due to influenza. In Copenhagen 954 new
cases and 57 deaths were reported. The disease is rag-
ing at the Cape of Good Hope, and is increasing in viru-
leice in Paris.

—A Tiflis paper reports that there has been fighting
at Kallasdash, Persia, arising from a revolt fomented by
Persian priests on the tobacco question, and that re-en-

" forcements are needed from Teheran to suppress the

. movement, the local troops having been defeated by the
insurgents. In this engagement it is said that eight

. soldiers and two hundred rebels were killed, and more
than one hundred wounded.

RELIGIOUS.

—Northern Bengal has to-day no Protestant mission-
ary provision for its 9,000, 000 inhabitants.

—Miss Charlotte M. Yonge, the writer, recently sub-
- geribed $10,000 for building a nussxonary college at
“Auckland, New Zealand.

—LEvery time you find fault with a neighbor, you are

~telling somebody that the man who wears your shoes is
ot a8 good as he ought to be.

- —The Methodist missions in South America propose
to prepare for the Columbian Exposition an exhibit
showing the progress and results of their work on that
continent,

—There are men who will walk five miles to lead a
prayer-meeting, simply because they enjoy being at the
head of the procession, who are sure to be suddenly mis-
sing whenever anybody is wanted to sit up with the sick
or to help the needy.

—The schools sustained by the various American mis-’

sionary societies contain almost 175,000 pupils, and the
12,000 Protestant mission schools are training to Chris-
tian intelligence an aggregate of not much less than
600,000 children and youth.

—A native Christian, to the satisfaction of the bar,
the bench, and the public, has just been appointed Ad-
‘ministrator-General of Madras, India; and a native Chris-
tian girl—a graduate of one of the Christian colleges-—has
been appointed to the charge of the post-office at Man-
dapasali.

—The American Board has put up $1,000,000 as its
goal in annual receipts for foreign missions. It hopes to
reach this mark by constant advances, and as the mis-
sionary impulse grows stronger in the Congregational
churches. The Methodists have fixed their high-water
mark at $1,250,000 for home and foreign missions, and
they will reach it. The Presbyterian Church has pro-
posed $1,000,000 for foreign missions as its aim. It is
‘creeping up slowly to that point, having contributed
over $900, 000 last year.

Appointments.

-4 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
‘gospel to every creature.”—Mark 16: 15,

GENERAL MEETINGS IN MICHIGAN.,

Sopus, Jan. 29 to Feb. 38

Covert, 4.9
A. O. BURRILL.

-—

No providence preventing, we will hold meetings in
Mlchngan as follows :—

Freeland, Jan. 21-26

Edenville, ¢ 28 to Feb. 2

North Branch, Feb. 4-9

Vassar, “ 11-16

Flint, [ 18-283

Alaidon, <« 25 to March 1
I. H. Evans.

E. W. FARNSWORTH.

LABOR BUREAU.

WANTED.—A young man t0 work on a farm, or a man and
his wife, for farm and house work. Must be Sabbath-keepers,
Address J. F. Kirk, 8alisbury, Chariton Co., Mo.

BUSINESS NOTICES.

[Under this head, short business notices will be inserted at one dol-
lar for each notice of four lines or less. Over four lines, twenty-five
cents a line. Persons unknown to the managers of the REVIEW must
give good references as to their standing and responsibility. Ten
words constitute a line.]

For Sane.—A neat family cottage in College View, Nebr., :

for less than cost. Glood location. Address I. I. Alumbaugh,

Sterling, Kans. Box 145,

WaNTED.—I want to rent my farm and garden; will furnish
everything. Farm is situated three miles north of Sturgis,
Mich. Address A. B. Rice, Sturgis, St. Joseph Co., Mich.

ADDRESSES,

Tue address of 8. T. Page, State Canvassing Agent for
Florida, is Ocala, Marion Co., Fla.

THE address of F. T, Purdham will be Lake Charles, La.

ADDRESSES WANTED.
Ir any canvassers finding Germans who they think might
be benefited by reading our German papers and other literature,
will send their names and addresses to Mrs. K. C. Hoenes, 26
Manchester 8t., Battle Creek, Mich., suitable reading-matter
will be sent them. Any points in regard to corresponding with
them would be greatly appreciated. By order of Battle Creek
Missionary Society. E. RoBerT, SEC.

Dbitnary Jlafices.

 Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from benceforth,”—
Rev, 14 : 13,

GRANT.—JOseph A. Grant died July 5, 1889. Ile leaves a
wife and four sons, and grandchildren to mourn his loss. He
was a faithful father, and we trust he died in the Lord. .

H. H. Gran1.

ViNNarD.—Dled near Bradley, 8. Dak,, Dec. 12, 1891, of
lung fever, Bessie 8., infant daughtel of John H. and Elina M.
Vionard, aged thirteen months. Thus another blossom has
been nipped in the bud, but the sorrowing parents are sustained
by the ¢ blessed hope.’* Services by Rev. H. Scott (Methodist).

8. B. WHITNEY.

SwepT.~—Died at lier home in Thetford, Genesee Co., Mich.,
sister Rebekah A. Sweet, in the sixty-fifth year of her age. Sis-
ter Sweet was born in Ohio, March 2, 1827. She, with her hus-
band, embraced the doctrines taught by Seventh-day Adventists
several years ago. The husband, with five children and their
families are left to mowrn. Words of comfort were spoken by
the writer to a large congregation of neighbors and friends, from
Acts 20: 82, W. OSTRANDER.

—————

BRraNNEN.—John W. Brannen died at Agnew, Cal., Dec. 29,
1891, aged 30 years, 8 months, and was buried at Gonzales,
Cal., Dec. 30. He leaves an uncle, aunt, two sisters, and a
family to mourn their loss. He was seemingly very devoted in
his religious duties whenin hisright mind, The kind sympathy
in which he was held was shown by the large attendance at his
funeral. Funeral sexvnces were conducted by Rev. J. M. Helsey.

J. B. axp N. (. BRANNEN.

Carr.—Died near Wright, Mich., Aug. 27, 1891, Frank
Carr, aged 83 years and 4 months. Brother Carr accepted pres-
ent truth at the age of sixteen. He was the elder of the Oceana
church for three years. For several years he labored publicly
in the cause in Muskegon, Mich., and a church of fifteen mem-
bers was raised up there. His wife died four years ago. Since
that time he has beeu failing in health, and for the last two
years he has been a great sufferer. He gave the best of evidence
that his peace was made with God. XKind friends provided a
home for his only child. Words of comfort were spoken from
Lev. 14:13, by brother Rogers. J. D. G

TaursTON. —Died of dropsy, at Hancock, Wis., Nov. 6, 1891,
sister R. M. Thurston, aged 71 years, 7 months, and 4 days.
She was converted at the age of sixteen, and embraced present
trnth at the age of thirty-five. Her life has been consistent and
exemplary, She wasa kind, patient, and loving wife and mother,
and a faithful, devoted Christian. Her last advice to her chil!
dren was: “Gwe your hearts to the Lord, and prepare to meet
me.*’ Her mind was clear and strong until the very last, and
she died praising the Lord. Her husband died fifteen years ago,
but five children are left to mourn her loss. Words of comfort
were spoken by the writer from Rom. 6:23,

M. H. BrowN,

SANDERS.—We are pained to record the sad death of Elwin
N. Sanders, son of Osburn D. and Melissa T. Sanders. He
departed this life Nov, 23, 1891, aged 27 years, 1 month, and
20 days. Brother S8auders was working in the machine shop of
Messrs. Burdick & Pool, at Lincklaen Center, Chenango Co.,
New York. While engaged at work, he visited a room eontam«
ing an upright shaft, and in some unaccountable manner his
clothing was caught in the shaft, and he was instantly killed,
Brother Sanders has always lived at Lincklaen Center, and was
extensively known as a young man of moral worth. Last winter,
as the writer was holding a revival meeting at the Seventh-day
Adventist church at that place, brother Sanders and his sister,
and several others were converted. He and his sister were bap-
tized last June at the camp-meeting at Fulton. None of our
ministers could be reached, so the funeral services were con-
dueted hy Rev. W. C. Brown of DeRuyter. The meeting-house
was crowded to its utmost capacity with sympathizing friends and
neighbors. Brother 8anders leaves a father and mother, a sis-
ter, and a large circle of relatives and friends to mourn their
loss; but they mourn not as those who have no hope; for he
gave so many evidences of belng truly converted that they

expect, if faithful, to meet him agsain in a better and fairer

world than this, where accidents will be unknown.
S. H. LANE,

Upsox.—Died, in Battle Creek, Mich., Dec. 27, 1891, of
pneumonia, following la giippe, sister Ellen R., wife of Jesse T.
Upson. Ellen R. Patten was born in the township of Clay,
Onondaga Co., N. Y., March 1, 1851. She was married March
14, 1869 to Jesse T. Upson, in which year, with her hushand
and parents, she moved to Michigan, locating in Eaton county,
near Charlotte. She was on a visit to Battle Creck, when taken
with her last sickness which continued three weeks. She leaves
a husband, three children, a father, one brother, and thyee sisters,
who In their bereavement appreciate the hope of the gospel. In
March last, in meetings held by brother F. I, Richardson, she
made a new start in the Christian life, and maintained a faithful
walk tothe last. She enjoyed, during her last sickness, an es-
pecially bright and happy experience, and her last words were,
€¢It is well with my soul.”” Fuaneral Dee. 28, after which she
was taken to her home for burial. u. 8.

PortErTON. —William, son of Mr. A. and sister 8. M. Pot-
terton, died at the home of his parents, at St. Helena, Cal.,
Dec. 9, 1891, aged 20 years, 3 months, and 9 days. 8ix years
ago his lungs were injured by an explosion of powder, which re-
sulted in consumption and his death. About six months ago,
under no excitement, he openly professed religlon, and began
the observance of the Sabbath. Sept. 5 he was baptized by
Elder Wm, Potter, and joined the church at St. Helena, Cal.
The church with the family mowrn their loss, but feel assured
that he sleeps in Jesus, and that with those who die in the Lord
under the third angel's message, he wili come forth from his
dusty bed glorified, to hear the covenant of peace. Elder John
Fuiton brought forth from God’s word many precious promises,
which were espeeially comforting to the bleeding hearts.

Mgs. A. G. WILBUR.

Gravelerg” Guidy,
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§5F~ President Washburn of Robert College,

Constantinople, in an article for the New York In-
dependent, this week, gives utterance to strong con-
victions that the famine in Russia will result in a
rising of the peasants, and that the Russian em-
pire will be entirely revolutionized within eighteen
months. Europe, he says, contemplates with dis-
may such a probability, as the equilibrium of other
nations could not be preserved against such a shock.

{55~ The Peninsula Methodist (Wilmington, Del.),
in its issue of Jan. 16, 1892, has a long article
denouncing the ¢‘Bible Readings” as a fraud.
Well, there are some people who pronounce the
Bible itself a fraud, and this Methodist editor is
only one degree removed from such. It isthose who
do not like the teachings of the Bible who call it a
fraud. So some who do not like the teachings of
¢ Bible Readings,” which are plain and direct quo-
tations from the Bible on the subjects introduced,
pronounce it a fraud. If the Baptists should get
up a Bible reading on the subject of baptism, let-
ting the Bible testify in its own language that it is
immersion, this sprinkling Methodist would doubt-
less call it a fraud. There are some people so nar-
row that if held up edgewise to the sun, they would
not cast a shadow. It all reminds us of the words
of Christ: ¢ If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call
them of his household ?” '

{5 The latest issue of the Union Signal (Chi-
cago) opens a long and frantic appeal for the Sun-
day closing of the World’s Fair with the words,
¢The combat deepens.” It is quite evident that
¢“‘the agony deepens,” among Sunday unions and
church organs, on this question. The Signal scouts
the idea that the liquor interests desire the closing
of the Fair on Sunday, claiming that all their pa-
pers have been perused with care, and just the op-
posite is demanded. What will it say to the fact
mentioned ih the REviEw of Jan. 12 that the Beer
" Brewers’ Association has already instructed its
agents to work for the closing of the Fair on Sun-
days ? In along and formal argument it contends
that the closing of the Fair will not throw the mul-

titudes into the saloons, because the church accom-

modations are to be sufficiently enlarged to take
them all @n!/ What a conception of the subject
does this betray ! Just as if everybody would be
hankering after a church ; and if they could find a
place there, all right; if not, then the saloon. If

the Signal needs o be informed, we can easily give
it the information,” that multitudes who would visit
the Fair if open on Sunday, and spend the day in a
quiet and orderly way, but who, if the Fair is closed
that day, would naturally drift toward the saloons,
are not the class who would, in any case, attend
the churches. Chureh aecommodations might be
provided suflicient to take in the whole State of Illi-
nois, and it would make no difference with this class.
Why are the Sunday closers so short-sighted ?

CALLED TO ACCOUNT.

Tur following was published in the New York
World of Jan. 2, 1892, as a ¢‘special”’ from Bur-
lington, Yowa:—

¢«The coroner’s jury, called to investigate the
death of Clarence Lay, under Christian science
treatment, returned a verdict of death from gross
neglect, severely censuring the parents, denouncing
the ‘science ’ as a dangerous fallacy, and ordering the
coroner to begin suit against Miss Vanderwater, the
local <healer.’

¢« It is charged that several cases of death from
neglect have occurred under the Christian science
craze lately, and it is determined to put a stop to
it. ”

Some forms of fanaticism are comparatively
innocent and harmless. But when it invades the
sacred precincts of life and health, and tampers
with the physical well-being of individuals, result-
ing in irreparable injury, the welfare of society cer-
tainly demands that some means be taken to put it
under proper restraint.

A POiV.[POUS ORDER.

Tue following, published in the New York Wit
ness, and claiming to be a ¢¢‘Paris letter to the
Chicago Herald,” is indeed ¢ curious,” if true :—

<A curious-custom of the Greek Church was
illustrated at the funeral the other day of the young
Grand Duchess Paul of Russia. Before the coffin
was closed, the Metropolitan placed a written paper
in the right hand of the corpse, which read: «We,
by the grace of God, prelate of the holy Russian
Church, write this to our master and friend, St.
Peter, the gate-keeper of the Lord Almighty. We
announce to you that the servant of the Lord, her
imperial highness, the Grand Duchess Paul, has
finished her life on earth, and we order you to ad-
mit her into the kingdom of heaven without delay ;
for we have absolved all her sins and granted her
salvation. You will obey our order on sight of
this document, which we put into her hand.’”

It seems difficult to believe that any such phe-
nomenal nonsense could be perpetrated among any
people calling themselves civilized and Christian,
And yet it does not appear much worse than scores
of other vagaries which grow out of the old pagan
notion of the immortality of the soul, and which
crop out all over Christendom.

We smile at the old Greek who placed an obolus
in the mouth of his dead comrade as he buried him,
that he might have wherewith to pay Charon to
ferry his soul over the river Styx. We smile at
the American Indians as they bury with their chiefs
the weapons and paraphernalia they think he will
need in ¢‘the happy hunting grounds.”

Shall we smile at the Russian priest who to-day
puts into the hand of a dead princess a paper order-
ing St. Peter (who has n’t yet himself been raised
from the dead) to admit her into heaven ? Or ghall
we rather be indignant that people of ordinary in-
telligence will tolerate for one moment in their
creeds an error so outrageous that it leads a Chris-
tian prelate, so-called, to perform an act not a whit
more sensible than that of the wild Indian, and
which in addition to its foolishness, involves the
gin of blasphemy ?

EDUCATION AND SUPERSTITION.

THERE is t0 be a new attraction in St. Peter’s
church (Catholic) Pittsburgh, Pa. The bones of a
saint are to be exhibited there some time in January.
These. relics are supposed to be those of a ¢¢saint”

who suffered martyrdom in the latter part of the
fifteenth century. The rector of the Pittsburgh
church was the purc‘haser, ¢t after months of nego-
tiation and not a little diplomacy,” so says the Mir-
ror. They were in the care of a church in Switzer-
land, but have been sent to this country through the
Adams Hxpress Company, ¢‘inclosed in a small
iron-bound oaken chest.” There is also a vial con-~
taining a few drops of the martyr's blood. They
are to be placed in a ¢¢shrine,” with glass sides, so
the faithful ean see them.

In the light of such occurrences, how shall we
believe the oft-repeated story that the Catholic
Church is placing itself en rapport with the present
age ?

That in this age any one should go hunting old
bones to put on exhibition to stimulate devotion,
and that intelligent, educated men print full par-
ticulars of such things, as though they were matters
of serious concern, is sufficient evidence that the
highest education and the deepest superstition may
go hand in hand. M. E. K.

IMMERSION BY PRESBYTERIANS.

A Case of Expediency.

Ir the experience of the Southern Presbyterians
of the United States is worth anything, churches
should be very careful where they send missionaries,
lest they find those who have a better understanding
of the Scriptures than themselves, and so be com-
pelled to give up some portions of their faith which
in their own country they have regarded as the true
and only way.

This society has established three churches in
Greece, but in so doing they have been compelled
to immerse all the members contrary to the estab-
lished rule of their church, which is sprinkling or
pouring. The reason for thisis a very simple one :
The Greeks are so well acquainted with their own
language, which is the language in which the New
Testament was written, that no amount of argument
will persuade them that this word baptizo (Barricw)
means sprinkling or pouring. To them this word
means exactly what the word ¢ immerse” does in
English. It seems that when their work came to
this point: Immerse or no church, they yielded to
the inevitable and immersed.

We do not know upon what ground the Southern
Presbyterians have allowed this remarkable devia-
tion from their established custom. It cannot be
that what is right in America is wrong in Greece,
nor does it seem reasonable to conclude that what
is right in Greece is wrong in America.

K.

THE REVIEW OF JUDGE HAMMOND'S
DECISION IN PAMPHLET.

WE presume that most of our brethren through-
out the fleld have been reading the criticisms upon
the decision of Judge Hammond in the King case,
that brother Jones has‘been making through the
columns of the Sentinel for the past three or four
months, Many have askedus if we would not have
those articles all printed in pamphlet form. We
are glad to announce that the articles which appeared
in the Sentinel, with an additional chapter that did
not appear in the Sentinel, reviewing a very impor-

. tant part of the Judge’s dictum, are now in the

hands of the printer, and will soon be ready for -
delivery. '

The decision of Judge Hammond will be given
in full at the close of the pamphlet, and also a
very valuable decision rendered by the Supreme
Court of California upon this Sunday-law question
will appear as an gdditional appendix.

The pamphlet is one that all of our brethren
throughout the field will very much desire to have.
They will not only want it for themselves, but
will desire to place it in the hands of many of their
friends and neighbors. The Religious Liberty
Association desires to place it in the hands of a
large number of lawyers in portions of the country
where nomne of our people reside, and we frust
that our people will be as -ready to place it in the
hands of lawyers and others in their own States.

Address orders to any State tract society, or to-
the National Religious Liberty Association, Battle
Creek, Mich, A O T
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