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*“Here is the Patience of the Saints: Here are they that keép the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus” Rev. 14:12.-
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TRUST.

BY MRS, L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE.
( Battle Creek, Mich.)

O my heart is filled with gladness,
Aud my lips burst forth in song:

For I feel the Father’s presence
By my side the whole day long.

I am sure his hand has led me,
And I thank him every hour

That he deigus to love and bless me;
That he shields me by his power;

That my sins which once were crimson
He has washed as white a§ snow,
And I follow him no longer
At a distance, sad and slow—

At a distance—as did Peter,
Lest Mke him, #y treaclierbus heart®
Should deny the Lord who bought me,
And should act the coward’s part.

So he gently, gently leads me,
Gives me strength for which I ask;
He prepares me for each burden,
And he strengthens for each task.

Chiefest ‘mong ten thousand thousand
Is my Guardian and Friend,

And I know in times of darkness
He the Comforter will send.

80 [ journey on, rejoicing;
And my heart is filled with song:
For his presence journeys with me,
So the road cannot be long.

@mf G ontyibutors.

*“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and
the Lord hearkened, and beard it, and a hook of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his name.”—Mal. 3 :16.

LET THE TRUMPET GIVE A CERTAIN
SOUND.

BY MRS. E. ¢. WHITE.

(Concluded.)

« As God called the children of Israel out of

Egypt, that they might keep his Sabbath, so’

he calls his people out of Babylon, that they
may not worship the beast or his image. The
man of sin, who thought to change times and
laws, has exalted himself above God, by pre-
senting a spurious Sabbath to the world ; the
Christian world has accepted the child of the

_papacy, and cradled and nourished i, thus defy-
ing God by remdv"}eg» his memorial, and setting
up a rival Sabbath. T T e

After the truth has been proclaimed as a wit-
.ness to all nations, every concéivable power of
,evil will be set in operation, and minds will be
_confuged by many voices crying, ‘Lo, here is

Christ, Lo, he is there. This is the truth, I
have the message from God, he has sent me
with great light.”” Then there will be a remov-

T of the landmarks, and an attempt to tear
down the pitlars of our faith. A more decided

effort will be made to exalt the false Sabbath,
and to cast contempt upon God himself by sug-
planting the day he has blessed and sanctified.

This false Sabbath is to be eanI‘,CfdeMY an_op-
wige-

SR o7 S T

_pressive law, “Satan and his_angels ar

awake, and intensely active, working with energy
and perseverance through human instrumentali-
ties to bring about his purpose of obliterating
from the minds of men the knowledge of God.
But while Satan works with his lying wonders,
the time will be fulfilled foretold in the Revela-
tion, and the mighty angel that shall lighten
the ‘earth with his glory, will proclaim the fall
of Babylon, and call upon God’s people to for-
sake her.

At the time of the loud cry of the third angel
those who have been in any measure blinded by
the enemy, who have not fully recovered them-
selves from the snare of Satan, will be in peril,
because it will be difficult for them to discern the
light from heaven, and they will be inclined to
accept falsehood. Their erroneous experience will
color their thoughts, their decisions, their propo-
sitions, - their counsels. The ¢vidences that
God has given will be no evidence to those who
have blinded their eyes by choosing darkness
ratherthanlight.  Afterrejecting light, they will
originate theories which they will call “light,”
but which the Lord calls, ¢‘Sparks of their own
kindling,” by which they will direct their steps.
The Lord declares, **Who is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no
light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God. Behold, all ye that
kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with
sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the
sparks that ye have kindled. = This shall ye have
of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.”
Jesus said: “‘For judgment I am come into the
world, that they which see not might see; and
that they which see might be made blind.” «I
am come a light into the world, that whosoever
believeth on me should not abide in darkness.”
““He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him 'in the
last day.”

By many the words which the Lord sent will
be rejected, and the words that man may speak
will be received as light and truth.
I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive
me not: if another shall come in his own name,
him ye will receive.” Human wisdom will lead
away from self-denial, from consecration, and will
devise many things that tend to make of no effect
God’s messages. We cannot with any safety rely
upon uien who are not in close connection with
God. They will accept the opinions of men, but
cannot discern the voice of the True Shepherd,
and their influence will lead many astray, though
evidence is piled upon evidence testifying to the
verity of truth for these days. The truth is
powerful to turn men to Christ, to quicken their
energies, to subdue and soften their hearts, and in-

spive them with zeal, devotion, and love to God.

Jesns says,

The Sabbath truth must in no case be covered up.
We must let it appear in strong contrast with
error.

As the end approaches, the testimonies of
God’s servants will become more decided and
more powerful, flashing the light of truth upon
the systems of error and oppression that have so
long held the supremacy. The Lord has sent
us messages for this time, that will establish
Christianity upon an eternal basis; and all who
believe the present truth, must stand, not in their
own wisdom, but in God’s wisdom, and raise up
the foundations of many generations; and they
will be registered in the books of heaven as ¢‘re-
pairers of the breach,” the ‘‘restorer of paths
to dwell in.” In face of the bitterest oppo-
sition, we are to maintain the truth because it is
truth. God is at work uwpon human minds;
it 1s not man alone that is working. The great
illuminating power is from Christ; the bright-
ness of his example is to be kept before the peo-
ple in every discourse. His love 1s the glory of
the rainbow encircling the throne on high. -

The Lord has said, I do set my bow in-the
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant
between me and.the ¢arthi: . . . And I will re-
member my covenant, which is between me and
you, and every living creature of all flesh; and-
the waters shall no more become a flood to de-
stroy all flesh.”  Inthe rainbow above the throne
is an everlasting testimony that ¢“God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” Whenever the
law is presented before the people, let the
teacher of the truth point to the throne arched
with the rainbow of promise, the righteousness
of Christ. The glory of the law is Christ; he

came to magnify the law, and to make it honora-

‘ble. © Make it appear distinct that mercy and

peace have met together in Christ, and right-
eonsness and truth have embraced each other.
When you look to his throne, offering up your
penitence, praise, and thanksgiving that you may
perfect Christian character, and represent Christ
to the world, you abide in Christ, and. Ohrist
abides in you; you have the peace’ that passes
all understanding. “We need continually to
meditate upon Christ’s attractive loveliness.
We must direct minds to Jesus, fasten them upon
him. In every discourse dwell upon the divine:
attributes. :

As the bow in the cloud is formed by the
union of the sunlight and the shower, so the rain-
bow encircling the throne represents the combined
power of mercy and justice. It i1s mot justice
alone that is to be maintained ; for this would
eclipse the glory of the rainbow of promise above
the throne ; men could see only the penalty of
the law. Were there no justice, no penalty, there
would be no stability to the government of God.
It is the mingling of judgment and mercy that
makes salvation complete. It is the blending of
the two that leads us, as we view the world’s
Redeemer, and the law of Jehovah, to exclaim,
““Thy gentleness hath made me great.” We"
know that the gospel is a perfect and complete
system, revealing the immutability of the law of
God. Tt inspires the heart with hope, and with
love to God. Mercy invites us to enter through-
the gates into the city of God, and justice is sat-
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isfied to accord to every obedient soul full
privileges as a member of the royal family, a
child of the heavenly King. If we were defect-
ive in character, we could not pass the gates that
mercy has opened to the obedient; for justice
stands at the entrance, and demands holiness in
all who would see God. Were justice extinet,
and Were it possible for divine mercy to open the
gates to the whole race, irrespective of character,
there would be a worse condition of disaffection
and rebellion in heaven than before Satan was
expelled. The peace, happiness, and harmony
of heaven would be broken.. The change from
earth to heaven will not change men’s character ;
the happiness of the redeemed in heaven results
from the character formed 1n this life after the
image of Christ. The saints in heaven will first
have been saints on earth.

The salvation that Christ made such a sacri-
fice to gain for man is that which is alone of value;
for it is that which saves from sin, the cause of
all the misery and woe in our world. The mercy
of God is that which constantly draws the sinner
to Jesus. If he responds, coming in penitence
with confession, in faith laying hold of the hope
set before him in the gospel, God will accept
him ; for ¢ the broken and coatrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise.” Thus the law of
God is not weakened by the gospel, but the

ower of sin is broken, and the scepter of mercy
18 extended to the penitent siuner.

The rainbow above the throne is the bow of
promise, testifying to the whole world that God
will never forget his people in their struggle
against evil.  Let Jesus be our theme. Let us
by pen and voice present, not only the command-
ments of God, but the faith of Jesus. This
will promote real heart-piety as nothing else can.
While we present the fact to men that they are
subjects of a divine moral government, their
reason will declare to them that this is truth,
that they owe allegiance to Jehovah, and that
this life is our time of probation. In this life
we are placed under the discipline and govern-
ment of God to form characters and acquire hab-
its for the higher life. ~ All the scenes in which
we must act a part, are to be carefully studied ;
for they are a part of our education, a part of
God’s great plan. We should bring solid tim-
bers into our character building; for we are
working both for this life and the eternal life.
And as we near the close of this earth’s history,
we either rapidly advance in Christian growth,
or we rapidly retrograde toward the world.

Temptations will come in like a flood ; but we
need not fail nor be discouraged while we know
that the bow of promise is above the throne of
God. We shall be subject to heavy trials,
opposition, bereavement, affliction, but we know
that Jesus passed through all these. These ex-
periences are valuable to us; the advantages of
varying experiences are not by any means con-
fined to this short life; they reach into eternal
ages. Through patience, faith, and hope, in
all the changing scenes of earth, we are forming
characters for the everlasting life. And what-
ever we are called upon to bear, we may be as-
sured that all things work together for good to
those that love God.

“TELL IT TO THE CHURCH.”

BY ELDER J. H. DURLAND.
(Oakland, Cal,)

Tae natural man will always seek to justify
self when iu wrong, and protect self when
wronged. We see it in childhood, and all the
way through manhood. Self is the great thing
to be looked after, and we lose sight of every-
thing but what pleases our own self-gratification.
But the Lord says, ¢* Vengeance is mine.” We
have no right to take things into our own hands,
and try to manace the work that he has reserved
for himself. People of the world do this. and
it is a sign that they are sold under sin. They
are still carnal, and are at enmity against God.

Will we not come under this same sentence if we
do as they do? Can we make a profession of god-
liness, do as they do, and still be aceepted of
God? The word speaks of those who have a
form of godliness and deny the power thereof.
(See 2 Tim. 3:5.)

‘““Be of one mind, live in peace,” says the
apostle. But what 1s it to be of one mind?
This is an important question. To understand
it rightly would save the church many of the
difficalties that she has otherwise to contend
with. To be of one miud requires a standard
that all can come to. Generally each one in the
church who has difficulties, wants his mind to be
the standard for all the rest. When this is the
case, there is trouble and perhaps war, instead
of peace. Can it be otherwise?—Yes, 1f we
are willing to take God’s way. ¢ Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”
Phil. 2:5. This is the standard. I all come
to this, there cannot be any divisions in the
church. Perfect peace will be among them : for
the Lord has promised to keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on him. Isa. 26 :3.

OFFENSES WILL COME.

¢« For it must needs be that offenses come;
but woe to that man by whom the offense com-
eth.” Matt. 18:7. The Lord only pronounces
a woe upon the man by whom the offense com-
eth ; but how often the church handles the mat-
ter in such an unwise way that it is woe to the
church. When a church trial is brought into
the church, it can generally be said: ¢“Woe
unto that” church. Many think Matthew 18
contains instructions for managing chureh trials.
We would differ with such ; for we think a care-
ful constderation of the chapter will convince
any reasonable mind that the instruction was
given to keep out trials, rather than how to cou-
duct them,

The expression, ‘Offenses will come,” clearly
proves that there will be some in the church who
do not have the mind of Christ, and will do
Satan’s work as long as they remain there. But
woe unto that man, says the head of the charch.
Well, says -one, I should like to know how this
woe is to came. That is just the reason you do
not see it. ~ As long as you arc anxious to see
the woe come upon your unworthy brother, you
are still in.the gall of bitterness, and the Lord
dare not bring it upon the offender. If he did,
you would think your feelings and actions were
just right, and Satan would deceive you until
you would go down to destruction.  The disci-
ples at one time wanted the Saviour to call down
fire from heayen and destroy some that they
thought did not walk uprightly, but the great
head of the church told them they knew not
what spirit they were of. ¢“If a man be over-
taken in a fault, ye which are spiritnal, restore
such a one.” Your work, my brother, my sister,
is to restore such a one.  Can this be done by you
as long as you have a feeling of self-protection
or revenge? Can the Lord take your partin the
matter and punish your brother to please your
fancy? DBut you say that you only want the mat-
ter settled, so that the church will not be brought
into a reproaeh.  Then take the Saviour’s in-
struction, and follow it carefully, and you will
succeed.

DEALING WITH THE TRESPASSER.

s JF thy brother shall trespass agoinst thee.’
Be sure that 1t is against thee. You are not to
take up the matter of another, and seek to adjust
his difficulties. If no one has trespassed against
you, you need not have any trouble, unless you
have wronged another. DBut, says one, *“He did
not wrong me personally, but he wronged the
church. He has brought a disgrace upon the
church, and I must stand up for the chureh. If
it was I who had been wronged, I would go to
the individual, and tell him about 1t; but as it
is the church, 1 will go and tell the elder or
some other person who I think should attend to
the matter.”” Let me ask youa question, Are
you not a part of the church? Is not a wrong

2

act toward the church an injustice to you? If so,
is it not your duty to consider the trespass
against you?

“ Go and tell hin his foult betwoen thee and
him alone.” 'This is the first step toward keep-
ing off a church trial. When a doctor has a se-
rious case, he always admonishes the patient to be
particular to follow the directions he gives to the
letter. When a brother is trespassing against
you, it is a very serious matter. It means that
Satan is seeking to destroy him and you, and the
church also. Be particular to follow out the in-
structions to the letter. Do not talk about the
matter to your friends for a few days, and give
them a chance to sympathize with you before you
go to the party that is in the wrong. There are
several reasons for this: You may have been
mistaken in regard to the nature of his wrong;
you may have misjudged his motives; if your
heart is right in the matter, you want to save
him; if he hears that you have told others before
you have come to him, he will be tempted by
Satan to repulse you when you come. **Tell
him his fault.”” What object can you have in
doing this?— To restore such a one. The word
from which ‘‘restore” comes, means to ** knit to-
gether,” as a broken bone when properly set by
a surgeon. A broken bone is very tender, and
if it is not properly set, it will always be erooked.
So is the offender if he is not properly restored.

How important it is that the one who tries to
restore his brother should seek the Lord earnestly
for wisdom. But how often we find such go in
their own strength, with a feeling that they will
carry out the instruction, so as to get it before
the church. We have heard such remarks as
these: *+Ile will have to leave the church, or 1
will.” T will prove to her that she has lied
about me.”  ¢¢If he confesses just what I know
to be the truth, I will accept it; but I will not
hear anything else.” Such ones are not in a eon-
dition to go to the offender. They will only
make the matter worse. Take the right course,
and you will most generally get a hearing. << If
he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brotber.”
What a victory for the truth of God, to gain
the offender and bring him back to the Leord!

< If he will not hear thee.” The Saviour im-
plies that there will be some who will not hear
when you have gone in the right way. Then
what are we to do?—Take with thee twoor three
witnesses. ~ Why do this? Remember you are
not working to justify yourself, but to save the
offender. If you have prayed with himand told
him just how the matter looks to you. and he re-
fuses to try to settle it, so that you and he can be
united in the work of the Lord, you will natu-
rally feel that you have done all you can to rec
oncile him to you. When you return with two
or three witnesses, they are to hear you say just
what you said before. These witnesses are not to
be men or women who have expressed them-
selves as in your favor. If you have gone to the
offender before you have said anything to otbers,
they will know nothing about the difficulty unti)
they meet with you.  Take those who have the
confidence of their brethren in the church.
Those whose testimony will be received by the
chureh, if the matter hasto go to them. These
brethren should seek the Lord for wisdom, be-
fore they hear the case.  They may have sug-
gestions to make to both of you. They may see
that you have not done all you could to adjust
the difficulty.  They may help the offender to
see that he is in the wrong, and thereby cause
him to confess his wrongs. If they do, the
brother will be won, and vou will all rejoice in
the Lord.

That < every word may he established.”  Any-
thing that is established is immovable. These
brethrven who are witnesses, will in the fear of
God decide what is right in the case.  1f you
want to have the matter settled to the glory of
God, you will be willing to abide by their de-
cision. If he wil not hear vou after you have
gone thus far, you are then ready for the next

:tep. But how few ever go this far before they
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try to get the church to take the matter in hand.

How often the church takes up difficulties before

they have been acted upon in the Scriptural way,

and thus brings itself into trouble. How griev-

ous to the great head of the church, and how
leasing to the great adversary !

o Tell it unto the church.” Whent—When
the offender refuses to hear the witnesses. If the
above instructions were carried out, we venture to
say that not the one-hundredth part of the trouble
would come to the notice of the church, which
now does. DBrethren, let us try the Lord’s way,
and see if it will not bring peace, and drive away
trials.

When the matter is brought to the church in
the proper way, there will be no trial. The two
or three witnesses are there to testify tothe facts
in the case, and their testimony is all the church
will need. Neither the offended nor the offender
are needed to prove their respective cases; for
the church 1s ready to speak, and will of course
speak in harmony with the witnesses. Their
testimony establishes the matter, and the church
declares unanimously that if the offender hears
not what has been declared justice, he shall be
cut off. If all these steps have been taken in
the right spirit, there will not be a dissenting
voice, and the offender who can go through all of
them, and still not yield, will not himself dissent
from the decision of the church.

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH DAY.

BY W. E. CORNELL.

(Des Mornes, lown.)

Tur thing that has done more than anything
else to prejudice fair-minded, though sceptically
inclined people, against Christianity, is its ap-
parent inconsistencies, both in theory and prac-
‘tice. [t is utterly impossible for the human
mind to conceive of the justice of the punishment
of the wicked, as it is usually held and taught.
The idea is perfectly abhorrent to what they
would consider as justice between man and man,
let alone what might be expected from a being
who is represented as the very essence of long-
suffering, tenderness, mercy, justice, etc.  No
wonder there are infidels. But the Bible doesn’t
teach any such doctrine; there is where the
trouble lies.

The Sabbath question is another of like char-
acter.  There is nothing in all the Bible more
explicit and definite than the Sabbath command,
and nothing is more plainly taught, both by pre-
cept'and example, than that the seventh day-—
not @ seventh day-—is the only Sabbath that
God ever has or ever will recognize in obedience
to the fourth commandment. The following is
clipped from the Pear] of Days department of
the last New York Mail and ZFrpress. And
how the editor can publish it in defense of Sun-
day keeping, is more than can be easily un-
derstood.  Nevertheless, it is good Sabbath
doctrine, just what we believe is true. and is well
worth perusing :—

¢¢It has beon too much the custom to consider Sabbath-keep-
ing as almost exclusively eonnceted with Judaism and the law,
that a greater liberty therewith is now permissible, and even
right, as connected with the gospel dlspensation: but when the
subjeet is ¢onsldered in the tight of the whole Scripture, when
the unity of the Godhead is remembered, and the fact that our
Redectner is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, is horne
in mind, the present binding law of the S8abbath as delivered at
the creation,—as written on the tables of stone by the finger of
God, as brought beforc the Joews again and again by the
prophets in days of old,—comes out more ctearly.

It is quite true that our Lord, while on carth, swept away
those excrescences which man in his weakness and in his pride
and folly had taken upon himself to add to God's command-
ruent, as e swept away other excrescences from the fifth com-
maundment and agalnst false swearing; hut that the Sabbath s
repealed, there is nothing to prove in Scripture, aud tie texts
in Paul’s episties, which have been quoted, doubtless refer to
the Jewish feasts, ctc., and not to God’s Sabbath. A law writ-
ten by the finger of God will require a repeal as clearly written
—also by the fluger of God—to cancel the same, and for this,
Scripture will be searched in vain; and while the law remains,
it is for Christians to obey, and that with all their heart.

““Our Lord showed a jealous care for the Sabbath, teaching
h's diseiples that when a time of temptation might arrive at the
fali of Jerusalem, after his decease, they should pray beforehand
that their flight might not be in the winter, neither ou the Sab-
bath day (Matt. 24: 3-20), a lesson which his followers in the
present time would do well to remember—to pray for deliver-

ance from those temptations which may beset them, agalust
Sabbath-breaking as well as other disobedience.

“1t is interesting to note that the fall of Jerusalem did vot
take place either in the winter or on the Sabbath day.”’
S

HOLINESS.

BY ELIZA H. MORTON.
(North Deering, Me )

No merit of my own I claim,
My life is marred with sin;

And yet I feel that in the strength
Of Jesus I can win

The battle to be fought each day.
His blood can cleanse that stain,

And make the trial of my faith
An everlasting gain.

The life of love, —the life divine
Christ lived on earth for me,

And now he says, <O Father, dear,
That child would follow thee;

But, O how weak is mortal flesh,
Have pity, Lord, I pray,

And gently lead that trembling soul,
Along the upward way.”

And when my feet with faltering steps
In weakness stumble here,

My Saviour gently lifts me up,
And bids me ** never fear.”

He says. “‘I trod that path for you,
My feet were strong and sure;

My Father will accept my life,
For it was sinless, pure.”

And thus he lets me hide in him,
His righteousness is mine;

He covers all mistakes, and makes
My life with glory thine.

Complete in him, O precious thought!
And I would never grieve

The sinless one who loves me so,
From whom I all receive.

And I can have the witness true,
That I am of the Vine;

For when I live & life of prayer,
What peace and joy are mine!

The Spirit comes into my heart,
I feel its gentle power;

I know I'm blest, I know I'm saved,
I know it every hour.

“IN YOUR PATIENCE POSSESS YE YOUR
sSOULS.”

BY AUGUST KUNZ.
( Battle Creek, Mich)

IN no enterprise that is at all possible to man,
is more patience required, than in the endeavor
to lead a Christian life, from day to day. The
sacred Scriptures, which have been given us as
the only sure guide to the development of a Chris-
tian character, abound {or that reason in admoni-
tions which aim at keeping us constantly in the
exercise of patience. There is likewise no lack
of examples of patience, which God, in his wise
providence, has had recorded in his holy word for
our instruction.

Above all these the patience of our Lord stands
foremost. His entire earthly life was one unin-
terrupted example of the greatest patience. He,
whom in heaven's courts the innumerable hosts of
angelic powers worshiped day and night, subjected
himself in all meekness and patience to the devel-
opment of his life in human form, going through
all the successive stages of its growth, during the
thirty and three years which he spent among us
on the earth.  For thirty years he was subject to
his parents as a dutiful and obedient son, thus
setting us an example that might well prove of
benefit to every mortal. Undoubtedly his heart
burned within him, when he, a mere lad of twelve,
was discussing the teachings of holy writ with the
rulers and learned men of the Jewish nation,
—burned in yearning to busy himself more and
more with these matters; but at the word of
his parents he promptly and modestly withdraws
from the circle of learned Jews, without murmur-
ing or complaining, toaccompany his parents back
to their humble home in the village of Nazareth,
there to be subject unto them yet for many years,

before he would enter his public ministry.

But no less after he had taken up his mission
among men, was the exercise of patience daily

required of him, and that in a most extraordinary
degree, in order to carry out the purpose for
which he had come into the world. Yes, his
patience was put to the severest test, when that
people to whom he, as God, had always shown
the greatest favors and preferences, heaped the
most cruel and merciless insults upon him, treat-
ing him as the meanest criminal, worse than the
lowest thieves, robbers, aud murderers, the Jews
finally crowning their inhuman conduct by sub-
jecting him to the most disgraceful death on the
cross.  But amid all these discouraging eircum-
stances, he remained true to his principles even
unto death, with godlike patience, though clothed
with our nature, thereby purchasing for us the .
right to life eternal.

But just as the Saviour has by patience at-
tained this boon for us, so must we now en-
deavor with the same indomitable patience to
walk in his footsteps, following his example.
And while we thus exercise patience in order to
reach the prize of eternal life held out before
us, we must not forget that already in this life
it 1s required of us to manifest the beautiful
traits of Christ-likeness, in order to be assured
of that higher and everlasting life which we have
in him.

And there is hardly any other Christian trait
that we need more to cnitivate than this very
one. For this reason, no doubt, the Christians
of the last generation on the earth, before the
coming of our blessed Saviour the second time,
are pointed out in the prophetic word as those
that have ‘‘the patience of the saints.” (Com-
pare Rev. 13:10; 14:12.) With the same end
in view the apostle Paul admonishes us in par-
ticular: ¢¢Ye have need of patience, that, after
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive
the promise. For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not tarry.” Heb.
10:386, 37. And the words of the Master him-
self, which we have chosen as the heading of
these remarks, could not more forcibly enjoin
upon us the necessity to fortify our souls with
patience and courage, until he himself shall come
again to receive us unto himself.

A prominent writer says:—

¢ Patience is calculated to keep us in the faith, and to con-
firm aud strengthen our peace of heart ; it makes the Christian
bonds of love more durable, and calms the dlsquietude of a
naturally restless spirit ; it teaches us to excrelse true humility,
and to keep under the desires of the flesh ; it stifies envy and
quenches anger and wrath; pride and haughtiness cannot abide
with patience, and temptatious lose their power where she rules.
Patience keeps our tongue in check, and restrains the hand from
doing wrong: it endures persecutlon, and crowns the martyr as
an everlasting conqueror.  Patience is the poor man's consola-
tlon ; for he knows that sooner or later his lot imust change for
thg better; it also consoles him who must feel, and is bowed
down under, the stigma of calumny and reproach, thus buoying
him up, not to succtmb in discouragement. [t is an ornament
to & woman and an honor to a roan.”’

We can hardly turn in any direction whatever,
but what the blessings of patience will becowe
apparent. The weary and heavy heart, that is
weighed down with anxiety and care, and groaning
under its extra load, finds balm and comfort for the
soul’s distress in the exercise of patience. Injust
such cases the divine example of the heavenly suf-
ferer borne inall meekness and longsuffering, and
wisely left on record for us, will have a wonderful
power to comfort and strengthen thesoul. But by
this very means of exercising patience in all situa-
tions of life, be they ever so hard, we develop that
degree of patience which is indispensable to us if
we shall endure unto the end in waiting for the
coming of the Lord, and the end of our faith ; to
wit, our soul’s salvation, which the circumstances
attending it, unprecedented in the history of the
world, as they will be, undoubtedly demand of
every true believer.

The apostle James, prompted by the Holy
Spirit, left us an excellent admonition in regard
to patience, which we cannot heed too much. He
says, ‘‘Be patient therefore, brethren, unto
[Greek, until] the coming of the Lord. Behold,
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of
the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the early and latter ramne  Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of
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the Lord draweth nigh.” James5:7, 8. How
many weary days of hard toil does the husband-
man expend on the cultivation of his field, to sow
the seed and care for it, and yet the harvest comes
not until many days after that. And what does
he reap?—The perishable fruits which serve to
sustain his mortal life below. Buat how much
more time and care should be expended on the
cultivation of our hearts, that the seed of truth
planted therein, may not find unfruitful soil,
but may take root, grow and bear fruit unto
life eternal. Let us therefore at all times be
diligent in the exercise of patience, ¢¢and let us
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
‘shall reap [the fruits of our patience and labor],
if we faint not.”’ Gal. 6 : 9.

TWO REMARKABLE PRAYERS AND
THEIR ANSWERS.

BY E. HILLIARD.
(Duluth, Minn.)

TuERE are two remarkable instances of answer
to prayer in the New Testament. One was offered
by Christ, and the other by Stephen. Both are
the same in substance, the only difference being
in the phraseology. They were offered under
similar circumstances, and were answered after
the death of the petitioners.

We will first notice the prayer of our Savieur,
recorded in Luke 23:34. It is as follows:
¢ Father, forgive them ; for they know not what
they do.” Shortly after it was offered, Jesus
bowed his head in death, and committed his life-
less body into the hands of his Father. This
prayer on the cross was answered on the day of
Pentecost. Peter, the principal speaker on this
occasion, charged the Jews with the terrible
crime of crucifying the Son of God. He said:
““Let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts
2 : 36.

This had its designed effect in bringing them
to repentance. ‘¢ Now when they heard this,
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
youin the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.”

These very men who helped put Christ to
death, and for whom he prayed, *¢ Father, foxgw
them ; for they know not what they do,” re-
pented and were forgiven. Thus was Christ’s
prayer answered. The very one who prayed for
them on earth in his death agony, had arisen
from the dead, ascended to his Father, and again
petitioned him to accept their repentance and to
pardon their sm O what wondrous love! What
infinite mercy ! Even his murderers were justi-
fied freely by his grace. He loves to forgive the
humble, pénitent soul. When we have thor-
oughly repented and confessed our sins, how can
we ever doubt such love and such willingness to
forgive?

Their repentance was so thorough, so sincere,
that they were willing to be baptized in the name
of Him whom they once hated and murdered.
This was exactly what they did; for when Peter
was asked of them what they should do, he re-
plied, ¢“Be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus. . . . Then they that gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized.” Acts 2: 38,
41. .

The other prayer, offered on a similar occasion
and the same in substance, was'made by Stephen,
and was as signally answered. e,
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and spake just
as pointedly; but the effect was very different.
In fact, he charged them with the same sin.
Said he : <Which of the prophets have not your
fathers persecuted? and they have slain them
which showed before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers
and murderers.” Acts T7:52.

like Peter, -

This, instead of pricking them #¢n the heart,
cut fo the heart, and so enraged them that they
rushed upon him, cast him out of the city, and
stoned him. But while the heavy stones were
being hurled against him, he kneeled down, and
with a loud voice, heard above the rabble of the

mob, offered the following prayer: ¢ Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge. And when he had
sald this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:60.

It was his last prayer, but it had its effect.
Saul was standing by, and deep conviction set-
tled upon his mind, which he could not shake off.
He was thoroughly impressed that the petitioner
was a righteous man. He was partner in this
sin of putting Stephen to death; for after his
conversion, when relating his experience, he said :
“ And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen
was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting
unto his death, and kept the raiment of them
that slew him.’’ Acts 22:20.

Shortly after Stephen’s death, Paul was on his
way to Damascus to continue his bloody work,
when he was suddenly arrested in his career, by
a bright light which shone from heaven upon
him, and a voice said to him, ¢*Saul, Saul. why
persecutest thou me?’ When told that it was
Jesus that he was persecuting, he asked the same
question that those did to Peter, who crucified
Christ, ¢¢ What wilt thou have me to do ?”

The Lord forgave him, and told him what to
do. Thus was Stephen’s prayer answered. The
sin was not laid to Paul’s charge, and how many
more of those who participated in his death, re-
pented and were forgiven, only the judgment-
day will reveal. The prayer was answered after
the petitioner was silent in death.  Paul, Ste-
phen’s persecutor, repented, was forgiven, and
closed his faithful Christian career by giving his
head to the Roman block.

What a meeting it will be when these two mar-
tyrs for Jesus meet in the kingdom of God!
That will be Stephen’s first knowledge that his
prayer was answered. Then there will be those,

too, who were instrumental in putting Christ to

death, but who through his blood were pardoned,
raising their voices with angels in holy song for
his wonderful, wonderful, redeeming love.

Dear reader, let us take courage if our prayers
are not immediately answered; or if we never
live to see them answered. God is faithful, and
will see that every petition offered in sincerity
and according to his will, is granted. Many a
mother to-day is sleepmg in her grave, whose
earnest prayer for her wayward son is now being
answered. Her faithfulness, like Stephen’s, will
be rewarded in the world to come.  Let us not
be afraid to pray, and trust, and wait; for the
answer is sure, although sometimes delayed

THE PERFECTION OF THE TEN COM-
MANDMENTS, AND HOW MAN
MAY KEEP THEM.

BY 8. J. HERSUM.
{ Wilmington, Del.)

In Matt. 5:48, Jesus said: *Be ye there-
fore pexfe(,t even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” This was said by the au-
thority of the Father; for Christ says he had
not spoken of himself ; but the Father which
sent him, he gave him a commandment what he
should say, and what he should speak. John
12:49. In Ecel. 12:13, it is said: ¢¢Fear
God, and keep his commandments; for this is
the whole duty of man.” If man does his
whole duty, he meets the requirement of God
in every particular, and 1f he meets the require-
ment of God in every respect, he will be just
what Christ has commanded him to be in Matt.
5 : 48—perfect.

Again: if a man meets every requirement of
God by keeping his commandments, and is
therefore as perfect as the Father which is in
heaven, then it follows that the perfectton of
the character of those commandments is equal to

the perfection of the character of God. To
show that this conclusion is correct, we will no-
tice some of the expressions used in the Bible,
concerning the character of God. The text
quoted at the beginning of this article shows

that God is perfect. Matt. 5:48. The same
18 said also of the law. . Ps. 19:7; James
1:25.

Again: God 1s called righteous (John 17 : 25;
Rev. 16:5), and the same thing is said of God’s

law.  ¢¢All thy commandments are righteous-
ness.” Ps. 119:172. (See also verse 144 and
Deut. 4:8.) God is called 2oly (John 17:11};

Rev. 4:8; Lev. 19:1, 2) and just (Deut. 82 :
4; 1John 1:9; Rom. 3:26 ; Isa. 45:21) and
good. Matt. 19:173 1 Chron. 16: 34 ; Neh.
1:7.  Heis also called a Spirit. John 4:24.
We find that these same things are said concern-
ing the law. Paul calls it ‘“holy, and just, and
good,” and ‘‘spiritual” (Rom. 7:12, 14), and
the Saviour said: ‘The words that I speak unto
you, they are spiréf, and they are life.” John
6:63. God is called light (1 John 1:5 ; James
1:17), so is the law called light. Prov. 6:23.
God 1s incorruptible (Rom. 1:23), so is the law.
1 Pet. 1:23. God is pure (Job 4:17; Hab.
1:13), so is the law pure. Ps. 19:8. Thus it
can be seen how a person may be perfect as-the
Father in heaven is, by doing their whole duty,
and in obeying the commands of God. And the
above scriptures also show that the character of
God’s law is as perfect as his own.

Again: how can man, who is without strength
(Rom. 5: 6), sinful (Luke 5:8; Rom. 8:3; 8:
28), corrupt (Ps. 14:1; 73:8; Eph. 4:22;.
1 Tim. 6:5), impure (Micah 6:10, 11), unholy
(2 Tim. 3:2; 1 Tim. 1:9), unjust (Matt. 5:
4535 1 Pet. 3:18), wicked (Matt. 18 :14; Prov.
15:29), ungodly (Ps. 1:1, 4, 5; 1 Pet. 4:
18), and every other thing that is contrary to the
law of God, keep those commandments and be as
perfect as the Father in heaven? Left to him-
self he cannot do 1t.  Christ says, ¢ Without me
ye can do nothing.” John 15:5. This means,
of course, things that would be acceptable with
God. But we hear Paul saying : <‘I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Phil. 4:138. Christ is the source of our
strength, that we may do our whole duty. He
tasted death for every man. Heb. 2:9. ¢ God

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh :
that the righteousness of the law might be
Julfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spmt ”  Rom. 8:3,4.

Now, then, we find every specnfled quality of
character in Christ that we find the law to have.
He was holy (Acts 4:27). just (Zech. 9:9 com-
pared with Matt. 21:5-9; 1 Pet. 3:18), good
(Matt. 19:165 James 1: 17 [Christ is the gift
from God]; John 10: 4), spiritual (1 Cor.
15:45, 46), light (John 8:12), pure (1 John
3:8), perfect (Heb. 2:10; 5:9), incorruptible
(Acts 13:34), righteous. Jer. 23:5, 6; 1 Cor.
1:30. Thus we see that everything the law
required was fulfilled in Christ, and we are com-
plete in him (Col. 2:10), for in him dwelleth
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Verse
9; chapter 1:19. Having Christ’s holiness,
Christ’s righteousness, Christ’s fullness, Christ’s
completeness, imputed to us through faith in
him, we can see how we are to be as perfect as.
the Father in character. The question may
arise, Do the people of God have all these
qualities of character which we find in the
Father, Son, and in the Iaw?———-They do; because
if they lacked any of these qualities, they would
not be complete. (Read Matt. 23:35.) Abel
was righteous (Rom. 4:3), Abraham was right-
eous. God’s people are to be holy (1 Pet. 1:16),
pure (1 Pet. 1:22; 1 John 1:3), just (Rom.
1:17), perfect (Gen. 17:1; 6:9), spiritual
(Gal. 6:1), good (Ps. 37:23; 112:5; 2 Tim.
3:8), and will be lncorruptlble when Jesus the
Lifegiver shall appear, when their vile bodies
will be fashioned like unto his (Christ’s) glorl-
ous body. Phil. 3:21.
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The Mission Hield.

** Blesged are ye thal sow beside all waters.”—Isa. 82 : 20,
CONDUCTED BY W, A. S8PICER AND P. T. MAGAN.

THE GERMAN MISSION FIELD.

WuereveER the Lord leads the way, we are
on a sure road to success, if we follow in his
fear; for he stands ever ready to reveal his in-
finite power to assist frail mortals in overeoming
all difficulties and to manifest his glory in the
salvation of souls. ~ Many incidents of past and
present experience might be cited to prove that
this has been the case in this mission field, not
alone in itself one of. the most important, but
_also in the influenee it exerts upon other coun-
tries. What wonderful works did the Lord per-
form here at the time of the Reformation, and
what impetus have the humble Moravians since
given to carrying the gospel to the darkest and
most isolated countries of heathenism! And
though infidelity made sad inroads in Germany,
especially during the past century, as the com-
ing of the Lord drew nigh there were men of
piety and true wisdom who discerned the times
and sounded the alarm.

We need only to refer to Bengel, a Lutheran
prelate who kindled the love for the appearing
of our Lord in many a heart, who led thousands
to study the prophetie word as never before.
Bengel clearly discerned also the nature of the
third angel’s message, and warned Protestantism
of the danger of being lulled to sleep, just when
the greatest and last struggle with the papacy
‘was coming. In eonsequence of this awakening,
we find that even before Wm. Miller sounded

his message in the United States, the light shone

in Germany, and publieations showing the ap-
‘plication of the 2300 days were cireulated there.
A religious awakening followed, especially in
Wiirtemberg, and as perseeution arose, hun-
dreds of families went to southern Russia, and
there spread it among their countrymen who had
moved there many years before. As the pastors
closed their ehurches, with few exceptions they
would hold their ‘“Stunden” or ‘‘hours” of
meetings in private houses, and hundreds were
converted. Kven at that time the Sabbath ques-
tion was discussed among them, but no one
making a start, it was smothered. A Russian
farmer was eonverted in these ¢*Stunden,” and
then began the same work among the Russians.
This finally led to the great ¢*Stundist” move-
ment of the present day, whose influenee extends
to the most distant corners of Siberia and
Transcancasus.

Right after the disappointment, the light of
the Sabbath was seen, and some who are even
yet keeping it in Wiirtemberg began as early as
1844. About 1865 some began in northern
Germany, and this finally led to a connection
with our people. But little was done afterward,
and many years passed without any effort being
made. Could this standstill have been in the
providence of the Lord?—Hardly; for where
the Lord leads out a work in such a marked man-
ner, he means it to go on to completion. Pre-
cious years have been lost, and many favorable
opportunities, but since the work during the
last three years has been followed up, sueccess
has been with every effort, and the Lord is
opening the way in every direetion. A strong
church of 100 members has been raised up in the
second city of the German empire, and the work
is extending to the neighboring towns. And
though the cholera laid up over fourteen thou-
sand in Hamburg, and half of these died, God
spared his people, and the work went right on.
Before the cholera was fully over, brother
Boetteher baptized seven, and his meetings are
well attéended. Brother Rasmussen writes the
following from Hadersleben, a town in northern
Germany, under date of Oct. 31 :—

* The good work is onward, one more good soul has taken a
stand, and the others who have already started, rejoice in the

light. Last Sabbath was especially a blessed day. We were in
all seventeen. Some seven wish to be baptized.”’

A Baptist also in northern Germany has lately
taken a stand, as a result of work done by our
German secretary ; another, a Swedish sailor,
with whom brother Rasmussen held some read-
ings in Hamburg, came to this eountry, and be-
gan to observe the Sabbath here. God is mani-
festly blessing the different lines of work earried
on in the German empire. But in like manner
he has opened the way in another part of the
field.

AUSTRO-HUNGARY.

In 1890 I went to Klausenburg, Hungary, in
search of some historieal facts about Sabbath-
keepers, who were said to have existed there ever
since the Reformation. At that time there was
no one of our faith in that large empire. But
while inquiring of a college professor about these
people, he told me, when be heard that I resided
in Hamburg, of an old gentleman who was in the
charge of the Bible depository there, and who had
been converted in Hamburg, and had joined the
Baptists. We went there together, and as I
found that the man had a real Christian experi-
ence, which this professor lacked, I did not enter
into any conversation about the light the Lord
has given us, but ealled on him alone in the even-
ing. We had such a blessed reading together,
his wife and daughter also attending, that they
pressed me to eome the next day; and when I
departed that night, I had a hearty invitation to
stop with them whenever 1 should visit Hungary
again. In the eourse of our eorrespondence,
mother and daughter beeame fully convinced, and
have since jomned the church. When I visited
that place again in November, 1890, I had sev-
eral readings, about forty attending, mostly
Hungarians, and the interpreter, a prominent
seeretary of the imperial railroad, became so
deeply 1nterested that he offered to look over all
the translations in the Hungarian, Bohemian,
and Croatian, in whieh languages he is an ex-
pert, having eonstant practice in them. This
summer he even came to Switzerland to our camp-
meeting, and is seemingly eoming nearer and
nearer.

After my visit, this young sister went to Ham-
burg with me, and has since got out quitea num-
ber of publications in the Hungarian language,
and is sending them all over that country. This
fall, while on a visit home, she called upon dif-
ferent ones to whom she had sent publications,
and found them deeply interested. Such a stir
has been made, that even the synod of the Re-
formed Church made it one of the topics of con-
sideration. Consequently, the way is opening in
different parts of that large empire, but where
are the men to follow the work up?

The Lord has also opened the way for the
work among the Rumanians and Bulgarians, as
a number of our German brethren from Russia
have a chureh in Rumania, on the very border
also of Bulgaria, and they are calling for niinis-
terial help, ready to assist all they ean. The
only field in which we have thus far not seen the
progress desirable, is Holland, and we are assured
that something can be done there. Even if we
lack the Holland laborers, we have thousands of
(Germans and large Grerman churches in Amster-
dam and Rotterdam, and if we cau start among
them, they can become the instruments of help-
ing us to gain a firm foothold among the Hol-
landers. As to the Polish, we have also a worker
in our mission who understands that tongue, and
we are beginning to send out publications among
that nationality, and to labor for them.

OUR GREAT NEEDS.

Thus the Lord is fast opening the way for the
truth to go among all these different nationali-
ties, but we are far from being prepared to fol-
low up these interests properly. We have over
seven hundred Sabbath-keepers in the German
and Russian mission fields at the present time,
among a population of over two hundred million
people, yet we have no school facilities, no
proper plaee for our secretaries or for our deposi-
tory; and our leading church there, which is

constantly increasing in members, has no proper
meeting hall. Some parents are willing to-day
to send their children to be educated for the work,
but we lack the proper room. Young men are
anxious to eome, and the Lord is constantly rais-
ing up more ; but we have no facilities for a school.
Our people in these missions are doing all they
ean to lift financially, and the 200 church-mem-
bers in the Geerman mission, though hardly six
of them are owners of homes, last year gave about
fifteen hundred dollars in tithes and offerings.
Yet, when the call was made for a proper build-
ing, they added $500 more, and they are still
ready to do all in their power.

Our people in America have done nobly in
the past, and we have appreciated the fact that
about six thousand dollars have been appropri-
ated for the various enterprises in these large
fields, and all our brethren feel grateful for the
help. But we praise God that the monecy was
not given to men or to a certain class of men,
but to the Lord ; and he sealed its use by some
two hundred new souls rejoieing in the light of
his gospel message during last year. Some of
them show their faith by being dragged, laden
with chains, to {ar-off Asia, still rejoicing in the
truth; and one has already died in banishment,
as a letter just received informs us.  How much
are such souls worth? The Lord has plenty of
gold and silver and acres and houses, but souls
must be bought from the thralldom of Satan,
with an infinitely higher price—the preeious
blood of Christ. Every one who assists in this
greatest of all works, will not only reap a reward,
but reap one everlasting of such fullness, that
our finite minds cannot grasp it.

And this money, which thus flows from
America, is not from a eommon standpoint even
a gift. We return every year a good share of
it to our American Conferences. And should
you ask how, we answer, in emigrants. This
year already, at least fifty ehurch-members have,
left the two missions, and have joined our:
churches in America. Some are young men 9
promise, who, in order to escape the military serv="
ice, have come here, and some are now alread
engaged in the work. If we should take the
inerease of some Conferences as a standard, and
the money they spend for it, we would not fall
behind very far.  All these facts are worthy of
consideration, vet the highest and true motive of
all should be the Jove of Him who left all, that
we might be rich in him.  And as we see sonls
gathered in in all these different countries, and
the Lord opening the way in such a marked man-
ner, our hearts should go out after him, and we
should ask bim to fill our hearts with sueh grace
as the churches of Macedonia had, and as we
give onrgelves and all we have upon his altar, he
will fill us with his fullness and with the gifts
of his Spirit, as he did them of old.

L. R. C.

THE BRITISH FIELD.

LONDON.

WE have already spoken of the field here in a
general way, and called attention to some of the
needs of the work in this country. I wish in this
paper to call attention especially to the situation
here in the city of London. Among the cities
of the world, London stands unique. There is
no other city like it; it is a small world by itself,
and yet not so small either. The only way we
ean give an intelligent idea of the great mass of
humanity here is by comparison. The last cen-
sus gave the population as about six million.
London has move people than either the whole
State of New York or Pennsylvania. All the
people in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and
California put together will not equal the popn-
lation of this one city. The Conferences named
have about sixty publie laborers, besides can-
vassers and Bible workers devoting all their time
in those fields to carrying forward the work, but
how many sueh laborers are there in London ?
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The fact is almost too painful to state,—there is
not one. Our brethren are aware that about the
first of August, Dr. E. J. Waggoner came here
to engage in the work, but with the editing of
the paper, the Present Truth, holding two meet-
ings every Sabbath and one on Sunday morning,
he has his hands full of work, and this is about
how it has been with those who did this work be-
fore he came, so that with the exception of a few
Bible workers, there has been but very little la-
bor put forth among the people in this city.

The results from the little work done have
been sufficiently encouraging to indicate that the
field is a promising one, and that if vigorous ef-
forts were put forth, many souls would be gath-
ered out here who would honor God by walking
in the light of truth. Those who have taken
hold with us manifest a deep interest in the work,
and are anxious to see it prosper. The London
church at present pays about fifteen hundred
dollars tithe per year. Its Christmas and first-
day offerings added to this make about seventeen
hundred and fifty dollars for the past year. Then
it has a hall rent of $250 per year, and besides
that it has paid this year $1,168 toward the new
church fund, making a total of over three thou-
sand dollars, which this church has raised the
past year. The brethren are poor, but they are
willing tosacrificefortheadvancementof the work.

One of the most urgent needs here in London
is a suitable place for our meetings. A church
building 1s greatly needed. AsIhave mentioned
in former reports, we are obliged to climb up two
flights of stairs to reach the small hall we now
occupy. The place is exceedingly noisy, and
so cold in the winter that we expect to shiver dur-
ing service on the Sabbath, and usually our ex-
pectations are quite fully met. It seems more
and more that 1t is an injustice to the work for
us not to have a vespectable place where we can
invite the people in to our meetings. Accidentally
hear now and then of persons from the colo-
s and other countries who come to London and
to find us.  Considering the fact that our lit-
arature is being circulated everywhere, there is lit-
tle doubt but that these few cases we hear of only
illustrate what is frequently taking place all the
while. To speak plainly about the matter, the
work herein London has reached that stage where
1t 18 almost brought to a standstill for the want
of a church of our own. The brethren here are
not able of themselves to build 1it. What are we
to do? The General Conference Committee and
the Foreign Mission Board would gladly relieve
us in our extremity, if it were in their power, but
they cannot furnish means which they do not have.

Will our brethren throughout the field think
it wise to call a halt in the work here because we
cannot get the money with which to build a meet-
ing-house? I do not believe they will. We have
laid the matter before the Lord, the church here
is praying about it, and at the same time is doing
all in its power to raise money for the purpose
named. Believing our brethren would be inter-
ested to understand the situation, I call attention
to 1t here. ‘

But this is not all that London needs. There
1s no place in the world among English-speaking
people of an equal number that there are here,
where there is such a destitution of laborers.
Among these six million, there are two Bible
workers, not one canvasser, and not a single min-
ister who is devoting his time strictly to the lo-
cal work in London. Brother Waggoner’s time
is spent here, but it is largely employed in writ-
ing, so that outside of the regular meetings on the
Sabbath, of which he takes charge, he has but
little time to devote in any other way. Surely
there ought to be a more vigorous effort made
here than what we have ever attempted yet.
But this will mean more workers and more
money to carry the work on as it should be
done. Instead of having two or three Bible
workers here, as has been the case for more
than a year, we ought to have a dozen at least,
and for that number we have accommodations
without any additional expense.

We are encouraged to see that the Lord is
raising up some workers here in this field, and
for this we are very thankful. Out of the forty
canvassers in the British field, three fourths of
them embraced the truth in this country. But
more workers in every line of work are greatly
needed at the present moment. The fields are
white already to harvest, and the Master is say-
ing to every believer in the truth, ¢ Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.”” That view of the divine commission
to ‘4go,” which limits it to those only who literally
go, is altogether too narrow. The commission
was given to the church of Jesus Christ, and it
just as really means the man of business in his
shop, the farmer on his farm, and the mechanic
at his trade, as it does the one who leaves all and
goes forth to carry the word of life to those who
sit in darkness. The former who have accepted
Christ as their portion, and are walking in the
providence of God, be their calling whatever it
may, are fulfilling the divine commission. With
their means they are going into all the earth and
bearing the glad tidings of salvation to a lost
and perishing race. Such a view as this of the
work committed to the church to do, will make
more honorable in our eyes every legitimate call-
ing, however humble it may be, and will give a
dignity to all our toil, that nothing else will.
Then 1t is that we see that ‘“no man liveth to
himself,” but all live and labor for Him who
gave himself for us.

If every professed believer in the truth would
get the burden to ¢‘go,” in the sense indicated
above,—those whom God calls to leave all and
actually go, to do so, and those to whom he
has intrusted means to ¢‘go”’ by dedicating that
means t0 God as he has given them the ability
to do,—what a work might be done! Not be-

cause giving of our means would make the work:

prosper, but that spirit which would recognize
Jesus Christ in all our work, and center every-
thing in him, would give a power to the church
on earth that she greatly needs to-day. For
that spirit let us all pray, that it may be in us

as it was in Christ Jesus.
D. A. Rosinson.
London, Eng.

Spegial JWentioy.

SUNDAY AND THANKSGIVING DAY,

Tue COhristian Statesman declares that the
presidential proclamation of Thanksgiving is a
“‘national recognition, not an enforcement of our
national religion.”

If any one should give President Harrison’s
last Thanksgiving proclamation a careful reading,

with the hope of learning what our national relig--

ion is, he would not be any wiser after reading
than he was before; for thereis nothing in it that
Christians, Jews, Mohammedans, or any one
who believes in a supreme being could not indorse. .
Even the conventional phrase, ‘“In the year of
our Lord,” as expressed by the letters ¢“a. n.,”
iy conspicuous by its absence.

Again the Statesman says, ¢ Thanksgiving il-
lustrates the exact position of National Reform-
ers as to the relation our Christian government
sustains to the religious aspects of the Sabbath.”

If the above statement be true, and we will-
ingly concede that the observance of Thanksgiv-
ing day and the observance of Sunday both alike
rest upon nothing better than human authority,
and as the Statesman says, they <¢illustrate the
ewact position . . . as to the relation our Chris-
tian government sustains to the religious aspects
of the Sabbath,” then it follows that if the State
has power to prohibit common labor on Sunday,
making such labor a crime and a misdemeanor,
it has also the power to prohibit the same upon
Thanksgiving day, and prescribe penalties to be
inflicted upon those who disobey! We have no
doubt that if our legislators should have the
temerity to attempt to compel abstinence from

labor on Thanksgiving day, the whole mass of
the American people would at once cry out that
their civil rights were being ruthlessly invaded;
yet this is what they are now doing under the
Sunday laws, and the Statesman declares that in
their relations to our Christian government Sun-
day and the national Thanksgiving day occupy
the same position! And if this is the case, either
cessation from common labor on Thanksgiving
should be enforced, or the enforcing of Sunday
rest should not be attempted, since, according to
the Statesman, they both occupy the same ¢‘ex-
act position.”

Really, they do 2ot in law occupy the same po-
sition. Thanksgiving day is now set apart by the
President and the governors of the different States,
ag a day of public worship, as far as their author-
ity goes, as truly as Sunday is set apart by the
laws of the States for the same purpose; but
as neither President nor governor represent the
legislative branch of the government, they can
affix no penalty to a violation of their command
or recommendation, and therefore it is a recom-
mendation without authority. If the advocates
of Sunday sacredness would come down to this
position, and content themselves with recom-
mending that people should keep Sunday, the
day would lose its savage character, as a day as-
sociated with fines and penalties, and become as
harmless as Thanksgiving day.

Thanksgiving, as it is now observed, has
in it but little of the religious element. With
the most of people, the ‘‘turkey” receives much
more attention than the public religious services
that may be held that day. But if the position
of the Statesman is correct, that our government
sustains the same relation to Sunday that it does
to Thanksgiving day, and believing as it also
does that cessation from labor on Sunday should
be enforced by law, the Statesman, to be con-
sistent with itself, must demand that whoever
does common work on Thanksgiving day should
be arrested and fined. The theory of the
Statesman appears to be that men may be made
holy by enforced idleness on Sunday, and be
made thankful by not being allowed to work
on Thanksgiving day; to all of which we beg
leave to dissent. M. E. K.

“HABITATIONS OF CRUELTY.”

Ix 2 Timothy 38, the apostle Paul mentions the
sins which were to be especially prominent in the
last days, even among professors, ¢ having a form
of godliness.” Amongthe characteristics named,
we find, ‘‘without natural affeetion,” ¢‘fierce.”
The annual report of the London Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children furnishes a
terribly realistic picture of conditions which ful-
fill these specifications. We forbear—for the
reader’s sake—quoting from the enumeration of
ways of worse than brutal torture by which young
children are maimed and murdered, and give only
the following paragraph :—

t“The habitations of the poor, as aclass, do not one whit
more deserve to be called ‘habitations of cruelty® than do the
habitations of the rich; and never does the drunkard surpass,
seldom is he deliberate enough to equal, in diabolical inventive-
ness the cruelties of the sober. The society’s work has renderved
it clear that education, rank, and practice of religious rites are
fully compatible with even fervor and devotion in cruelty to
children. To stamp any of the classes of life with its praetice,
or to exempt any of them from its praclice, your committee’s
experience has rendered impossible to it.”’

W. A. Sricer.

THE JAFFA AND JERUSALEM RAILWAY.

Tuk first railway line in Syria and Palestine,
connecting Jaffa with Jerusalem, was opened on
Sept. 26, by the governor of Jerusalem, Ibra-
him Hakki Pasha, and by the sultan’s special
envoy, Djelal Pasha, general and aid-de-cawp of -
his Imperial Majesty, in presence of several dis-
tinguished officials of the Ministry of Public
Works, who arrived purposely from Constantino-
ple to witness the event, and to examine the
works to see if the lines were constructed in ac-
cordance with the plans and the terms of the
concession. The president of the railway com-
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pany and several other gentlemen and engineers
arrived also from Paris; for the occasion. All
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the neighbor-
ing districts gathered near the railway station:
most of them were struck with amazement. A
banquet was given by the railway company.
The linc 1s now open for traffic; two trains run
every day from Jaffa to Jerusalem and the oppo-
site way, passing by the towns of Ramleh and
Lydda and several villages. Intending tourists
may now be assured of hndmg comfortable ac-
commodation on their journey to Jerusalem.
Starting from Jaffa in the afternoon at two
0 dock. they reach Jerusalem in three hours and
a haif, arriving in the holy city before six o'clock
in the evemng
In these days we consult Baedeker, who in-
forms us that Jaffa, pronounced Yafa, 1s a town
with some export in wheat, sesame, grain, or-
anges, silk, and soap; a landing-place, of course,
for thousands of Mussulmans, Jewish and Chris-
tian pilgrims, the residence of a Turkish kaima-
lkam subordinate to the pasha of Jerusalem.
The harbor, for small vessels only, is a basin
formed by natural rocks under water, and by the
remains of ancient works of masonry; its north-
ern entrance, by the mole or pier, is endangered
by sandbanks, and that froin the northwest is very
narrow. Larger vessels and steamers anchor in the
roads lalf a mile from the shore; passengers are
landed by the boatmen. The tmvn built of tufa,
with narrow, dusty streets, lies on a yellow beach,
at the foot of a rock 116 feet high; to the north
are orchards and palm-trees. There 15 a Greek
monastery on the quay, and a Latin hospice,
founded in 1654, said to occupy the site of the
house of ‘‘one Simon a tanner:” but the Moham-
medans claim this distinction for the site of a
mosque near the fanal, or light-house; an Ar-
menian monastery, too, in which Napoleon, when
it was a French military hospital, ordered the
plague patients to bhe pnut to death by poi-
son. At Jaffa, also, 4,000 prisoners of war, by
his order, were dehbemtely massacred. In the
eighth century, there was a Greek church of St.
Peter, on the supposed site of Tabitha’s house.
A German religious colony 1s settied at Sarona,
two miles from the town. Joppa was occupied
in the twelfth century by the knights crusad-
ers, and was the scene of conflicts between Sala-
din, and Richard Cour de Lion. The distance
southeast to Jerusalem, by the ordinary road, is
about thirty-six miles. Ramleh and Lydda were
towns of much note in the times of the crusades
and of the Arab rulers of Syria. The city of
Jevusalem has been often described, — Il ustrated
London News.

AN AFRICAN NERO.

Tur most important of the native States of
eastern Africa is Uguanda, on the northern shore
of Lake Victoria Nyanza, and the civil warat
present being waged there between the adherents
of the Frouch Cathohc missionaries and those of
the English Protestant missionaries, must be
rather agreeable than otherwise to the sable mon-
arch of the country, King Mwanga, since itenables
him to exercise his peculiar talents for fishing in
troubled waters. Mwanga succeeded his father,
Mtesa, in 1884. At one time Mtesa professed
Mohammedanism, at another, Christianity; he
gladly received I)lOl)dO“.llldlSt‘S of all creeds, in-
vited the Protestant missionaries to compete
with the Catholics, and saw religious dissensions
follow the introdnetion of European. civilization
into his dominions, his royal court and character
being fully deseribed in the books of Speke and
btan]e} “His son and successor was only too will-
ing to kick all the missionaries out of lis land,
and relapse into paganisin and savagery.

The King Mwanga is a tall and strong man,
between twenty-five and thirty years of age; his
fat face has regulm features, hut is disfigured by
an expression of unbounded sensuality; be has
Iarge eyes, a nose not so flat as that of most of
liis subjects, a strong chin, sparsely stubbed with

a beard, and he is always dressed in clothes of
spotless cleanliness. It is difficult to fathom his
real character; before his people he often ap-
pears silly and lacking in energy, but ina private
interview with foreigners he displays great clever-
ness and a good memory, although exccsses have
undoubtedly weakened his powers. Very soon
after he became king, his unprecedented cruelties
arrayed both Mohammedans and  Chnistians
against him. If he bhappened to suspect any-
body, he ordered him, without the slightest hesi-
tation, to be strangled or clubbed to death, and
hundreds of unfortunates are said to have been
burned alive. Three Christian lads proposed to
accompany a missionary on a Jomney Mwanﬂa
arrested them, had their arms cut off, and then
bound them to a scaffold, where they were slowly
burned to death.

When waris to be declared by Uganda, it is
the custom to slaughter a black cow and a boy
or girl across the border, and many human beings
are saulh( cd to propitiate the spirits in the hos-
tile country. If any man presumes to covet one
of the king’s numerous wives, heis instantly con-
demned to have his eves taken out from their
sockets. On one occasion Mwanga had some
goats conveyed to an island on the lal\e, and then
v-unly tried to persuade the Christians to go over
in their canoes and catch them, intending to with-
draw the canoes and let the Christians starve, after
they shonld have devoured the goats.  When the
English bishop, Hannington, and his fifty fol-
10Wels were appmachum his kingdom in 1885, it
was by his orders that the blshop was seized and
shot, and his followers were speared. Both the
English and the French missionaries he expelled
from hs country, and robbed them of everything
they possessed except their underciothing. At
Jast an insurrection deposed the tyrannical
Mwanga; then, with an eye to his own interest,
he professed himself a convert to (;hristizmit\,

wis bsptx/cd by the French missionaries, and with
the help of the Christians, he returned from ex-
ile, aud regained his throne in 1889, after it had
been occupied by two of his brothers in succession.

Recent travelers report that Mohammedanisin
has been totally driven out of Uganda, and that
Christianity 1s now the pre\mlmw religion.
Years of warfare have laid the country qute, the
banana groves and coffec plantations are neglected
and overgrown with long grass: broken shxeld‘a
and natilated human remains are scattered along
the paths. and famine has killed off great num-
bers. The people generally hate Mwanga, since
he cares only for himself and his selfish pleasures ;
but for thirty generations they have been accus-
tomed to grown men for their kings, and so they
endure bim rather than risk the anarchy that
might follow the accession of his only legitimate
successor, a child fonr years of age. Mwanga
sces that he must inevitably suhrmt to Furopean
influence. He would prefer the Germans for his
masters, but an agreement between England and
Germany has aqqlgnod his country to the British
East Africa Company, and resisting thecompany’s
emissary, Captain I'. D. Lugard, “he relies upon
the help of the French Catholic missionaries, and
foments civil war.  Nobody believes in the sin-
cerity of his conversion to (‘brlstmnlty. and were
it not for the political situation, he would doubt-
less be as much of an African Nero as ever, and
cluby, strangle, and burn his vietims as of old.—

New York Tribune.

ROMANISM IN AMERICA.

Ix the second part of her startling pamphlet,
in which she discusses Romish relics, Miss Cusack
makes some notable statements as to the stealthy
but np]d progress that the papal system is mak-
ing in the United States. <A holy bone”
taken from the wrist of St. Ann, yxandmother of
our Lord, has been exhibited in New York this
year so sucgessfu]]v that the priest in charge of
the supposed relic admits that he has cleared £4 -
000 by the transaction. That would seem to show
a more wide-spread gullibility on the part of the

New York public than we could have supposed.
But worse still are two facts which Miss Cusack
asserts with all confidence. She says, ¢ The
press in America is well known to be under the
direct control of the Church of Rome, with a
very few exceptions.” And again:—

““The vext step will be the establishroent of the inguisition
openly, as it is already established seceretly in Ameriea, so that
any one who dared, Lutherlike, to protest against this outingeous
idofatry, might be punished for his sin against the church by
imprisoninent or death.”?

We are glad to know from the author thf\t

““England is not ready for such exhibitions yet.”
The 1mpll(at10n. however, is that before long she
may be. —The Christian (London).

THE SITE OF AN ANCIENT CITY
IN OREGON.

Witniam Hancey of Ashland, who has just
returned from a trip through eastern Oregon, re-
ports that on the desert vear Silver Lake the
site of an ancient city has beendiscovered.  One
side of the square has been traced for 400 or 500

vards. The top is just above the surface, and

is about four feet wide, made of cement similar
to that of Arizona and Mexico. The city evi-
dently antedates the Aztecs and Toltecs. No
geologist has yet visited the ruins. The cow-
boys have done a little prospecting on their own
hook. Among other things found is an imprint
of the cement work, showing that the hod-carri-
ers of those days went barefooted. A cast of
large-sized trowel was also found. It is quite
lll\e]y the city was built upon the shore of Silver
Take, which 1s now distant about thirty miles.
— Portland Oregonian.

A WIDELY CIRCULATED TRACT.

In October, 1851, H. L. Hastings of Boston,
delivered a lecture on ‘*The Inspiration of the
Bible, before a convention of the Young Men’s
Christian Associations of Massachusetts, at Spen-
cer. It was issued in the annual repmt and the&
following year was reprinted as a 5-cent trgmty
Within ten years from that time, more than #wa
million c0p1es had been published. It has been
translated into German, French, Spanish, Portu-
guese, Italian, Swedish, Danish, Norwegian,
Bohemlan, Polish, Hmdu, Hindustani, Tamil,
Japanese, and we know not how many other lan-
guages, and it is still being printed by the hun-
(hed thousand. Persons who have never read
this traet should send a quarter of a dollar to
H. L. Hastings, 47 Cornhill, Boston, Mass.,
and get a half dozen copies for distribution, or
obtain an assorted package of his anti infidel lect-
ures for examination and circulation among the
young and inexperienced who are misled by skep-
tical arcuments and infidel doubts and cavilings.

NEW WEAPONS OF WAR.

ONLy a few week ago the daily press described
the terrible destruction wrought among the natives
of Dahomey by a certain deadly gun in the hands
of French soldiers, hundreds bemcr iterally mown
down at once. And now it is statcd that a still
more mischievous engine of slaughter has been
devised by an Austrian who has already been
knighted for a previous invention of a kindred
nature. The rvesults of the recent trial of this
‘inew automatic repeatinu rifle™ at Vienna are de-
seribed as simply appa“mo ” Bullets are poured
out like a hml-storm, and it is claimed that those

who useit in the battle-field <*will sweep away

like flies” the opposing ranks which are not armed
with tt. Tru]y, with the continental powers thus
vying with each other iv producing the deadliest
weapons and most ponderous ships, with nearly
twenty millions of men in arms, with all the ele-
ments of an immense conflagration only waiting a
spark to ignite them, mth the po litical air of
Europe quivering with unrest, suspicion, and ap-
prehension, the outlook is a sad one. To the
human eye, the time when men shall ‘‘heat their
swords into plowshares” is far distant.— Zhe
Chiristian ( London).
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LOOK UP.

THE Saviour, instructing his peoplewith reference
to the last days, said: ‘““ And when these things be-
gin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” Luke
21:28. The things spoken of are the signs thathe
had just mentioned as the precursors of his coming
and the end of human history. The signs of this
event were to be a matter of rejoicing to the peo-
ple of God. And the reason given ig that their “re-
demption’ was drawing nigh.

To look up, and lift up the head,implies a degree
of joy and rejoicing; and if such is to be the feeling
of the church when the gigns begin to appear,
certainly the farther down we come in this line of
events, the more numerocus the signs become, and
the nearer redemption draws to us, the more
should the church look. up and lift up the head.
What then should be our feelings to-day, when all
the elements that enter into a fulfillment of the
signs, and all movements in the religious and po-
litical worlds, have assumed such a phase as to
amount to an absolute *‘ detuonstration’’ that we
are nowin the midst of that generation which shall
behold the glorious return of the Son of man in the
clouds of heaven.

Loaok up and lift up your heads. -What shall
hinder now the high praises of God from being in
the mouth of every heir of the kingdom? But the
last days, says one, are days of peril; as the hymn
says, “Feuarful dangers are around us.” True;
but the same hymn also says, as a prayer which
#mithave the privilege of breathing forth to the
‘Baviour, and which will be answered, ““ O for us thy
might employ.” And what is this might?—1t is
the “almightiness” of the universe, that which up-
holds all things. This is made sure to us in the
words of the Saviour, whenhe says, ““ Fearnot, little
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” The fact is, the Lord’s little
flock, who are looked upon by those who have not
their faith and hope as being in such danger and
peril, are the only ones who, amid the calamities
and contingencies of the closing days of time, are
absolutely safe. *‘In thy keeping safe are we.”

The becoming attitude for the church to assume,
then, is the one that will show an appreciation of
the grace of God, and the great provisions of his
love for his people at this time; to be filled with
-fervency and zeal in proportion to our knowledge
and our opportunities. Our duty is clearly out-
lined in the message to the Laodiceans: Bezealous
and repent; buy the gold and white raiment, and
anoint our eyes with the heavenly eye-salve; be
“hot,” or fervent in his service; listen for his
voice, and open the door when he knocks for
admittance.

Freely the Captain of our salvation offers every
grace his people need. In him they will find every
want supplied, every danger met, every vietory
gained. In him they are well able to go up and
possessthegoodly land. Let the languageof every
heart now be, **Cowardice to the rear, courage to
the front.”

THE EUROPEAN SPECTER.

—— ®

THE specter ever drawing upon itself the fearful
eyes of Europe, with a fascination which they
“dread, but cannot throw off, is the gaunt specter
of devastating war. But every year this formid-
able apparition takes on a gloomier aspect and
more portentous proportions. The inventive
genius of men has been busy in devising the most
fatal and effective instruments of destruetion, so
that all the arms and appliances of the most recent
actual campaigns between eivilized nations, are
now regarded as obsolete and useless, in the face
of modern improvements. The Literary Digest of

- dispose of it?

Dec. 3, quotes from an article in La Nouvelle Revue
(Paris, Nov. 1), in which we find the following
paragraph :—

‘A study of the events of late years, and the examivation of
the resultant situation in Europe, lead nccessarily to the con-
clusion that war is inevitable in no long time, The guestions
to besolved by this war are of enormous, indeed of capital, im-
portance for all the States, nnd justify perfeetly the words nt-
tered by Prince Bismarck, when his voice was still heard in the
German Reichstag, where he said that if the expeeted war
breaks out, ‘it will be a ferocious war, a war of destruction, in
comnarison with which the war of 1870 was but child’s play.’
In this war so near, so formidable in its proportions, and so
big with consequences, what will be the strategic problem in
France? ™’

The writer then goes on to show that in the ex-
pected contest, France would have a great advan-
tage, inasmuch as, should the capitals of any of
the three allied powers—Rome, Vienna, or Berlin—
fall into the hands of their antagonists, it would
throw that nation practically out of the contest,
which would not be the case with France.

To show how the great contest grows in magni-
tude as it draws nearer year by year, o few state-
ments from the Paris correspondent of the Courier
des Ftats Unis (New York) of Nov. 27, will bein
point: This correspondent shows that while in
1869, just before the great war of 1870, the total
number of fighting men available in Europe was
but 6,858,000, it has now reached the enormous
number of 22,470,000; and while the expenses
were, in 1870, about three billions of francs, they
have now risen to five billions of francs a year, or
in United States money, about one billion dollars.

The Boston Journal of Nov. 20, says:—

“CWar as we knew it in the Rebellion was terrible; bul when
the armed truce is finally broken, and Ewope’s arvmies by the
hundred thousand meet on the battle-field with these wonderful
new devices of death und mutilation, the horrors of Gettysburg
will be muitiplied tenfold, with no mereiful canopy of smoke to
hide them.™

IN THE QUESTION CHAIR.

[DesiexeD for the consideration of such questions as will be of
interest and profit to the gencrul reader.  All correspondents should
give their names and correct pest-oflice address, that queries not re-
plied to here, may be answered by mail.]

274, —FEASTING ON THE TITHE. DEUT. 14:25, 26.
Please exp]aiu Deut. 14: 25,26. What was this tithe? and

how wuch were they permitted to do in the way they were to
C. M, W,

Answer—"These passages gave instruetion to Is-
rael how they should use their second tithe, every
first and second year of a cycle of three years.
There was the regular tithe to be paid every year
to the children of Levi (Lev. 27: 30-32; Num. 18:
21, 24); then there was a second tithe, whicl they
could use for two years in the manner here pre-
seribed. But every third year this second tithe was
to go tothe poor. Verses28,29, In those yearsin
which they were to use this tithe themselves, verse
23 says they were to eat it ‘‘before the Lord,”
that they might “learn to fear the Lord” always.
This shows that what iscalled *“wine” and *“strong
drink,” was nothing that would produee intoxica-
tion; for no man by partaking of such drinks
could “* learn to fear the Lord,” butjust the reverse.
If Jerusalem, where the Lord had placed his name,
was too far for them to take up there their tithe
of corn, wine, oil, herds, and flocks, they counld =ell
these articles and take the money up to Jerusalem,
and purchase the articles there; but of eourse they
would be such as they would have brought from
home if the distance had not been go great. So the
“wine” and “strong drink” would be only of the
domestic kind, the “sweet wine’ in common use in
those days. They were simply to have a rational,
happy festival before the Lord, remembering him
as the giver of all their blessings, and rejoicing in
his bounty.

275.-~THE 80UL AND SPIRIT.

To Z. M., who inquires concerning the meaning
of the words “soul” and *“spirit,” as used in vari-
ous passages and counnections in the Bible, we
wounld say that he will find a full discussion of the
subject in the work ealled “ Here and Hereafter,”

-or ‘“Man’s Nature and Destiny,” for snle at this

Office. : :

276.—BEASTS IN THE NEW EARTH. ISA. 35:9.

Please explain verse 9 of Isalah 35, in counection with verse
25 of Isalah 65, and oblige. W. N. K.

Ans.—When we consider the different subjects on

which these texts treat, we think there will be
found no disagreement between them. The first
speaks of the condition of things in the new
earth, so far as the people are concerned; that is,
that all will be holy; all will be clear and plain—no
perplexity nor doubt; and all will be safe and free
from danger; and this is set forth by the fact that
there will be no lion or ravenous beast there; that
is, no beasts in their savage and destructive moods,
as we find them here. On the other hand, the
second reference is simply describing the condition
of the animal creation in the new earth, showing
the change that will have taken place in the nat-
ure of different kinds of beasts. Lions will be
there, not savage and destructive as here, but
tame and harmless; for nothing shall “hurt nor
destroy " in all the holy mountain of God.

277.—~1 CREATE EVIL. 18A.43:7.

I fiud some difficully in understanding the following scriptures,
and would like nn explaunation through the REvigw: Isn. 45: 7;
Rom. 14 : 145 1 Cor. 3: 15. J.1. B

Ans—(1) The evil which God is said to create, in
Isa. 45:7, is the opposite of the ‘“ peace’” spoken of
in the same verse; that is, it is war and political
calamity, which God often brings upon nations to
chastise them for their evil doings. (2) Rom.
14:14 shows that if any one is fully persuaded in
his own conseience that a certain thing is wrong,
it he goes right on and does that thing, it is sin in
him; for in so doing he violates his own con-
science. (3) 1 Cor. 8:15 shows that it is possible
for a person himself to be saved, even though, un-
der certain circumstances, the work he has tried to
do for the Master, should bear no fruit. Study
carefully the context, beginning with verse 10.

IT Is TIME TO SEEK THE LORD.

WE are now very near the week of prayer, and
the question will be, How much benefit shall we in-
dividually derive from this occasion? Each one
must answer this question for himself. The Lord
is ready and willing to work for every one who will
seek him with the whole heart. This involves indi-
vidual congecration. 1t means a great deal to give
one's self wholly to God. It comprehends all there
is of you, and all that you are capable of being.
No reserve can be made. What is given can never
be taken back. :

Now is the time to seek the Lord,and let there be
a complete breaking up of the fallow ground of the
heart. The time in which we live demands earnest
work. That which God would accomplish through
us, and by us, calls for complete consecration on
the part of every individual. Isit not right that
we should thus relate ourselves to God at this
time?—Indeed, it is, and its importance is 80 great
that it is the only consistent course to take,

While Jesus is set forth as our example and pat-
tern, it is sad to see the many who take their pat-
tern from the world. Many of God’s professedly
“peculiar people” are fast losing their peculiarity.
In dress, in habits, in conversation, they resemble
the world, not Christ. Will the Lord own such in
the day of his coming?—No, no. The image and
superseription which they bear, is that of another,
and not of Christ, To be accepted in God’s great
day, we must bear his own image.

Another important ‘characteristic of the child of
God is his keen appreciation of God’s claims upon
him and all he possesses. This follows from his
consecration. The natural heart does not recog-
nize God, but seeks its own; it finds its comforts in
lavishing its treasures upon itself, in the gaudiness
of apparel, in luxurious eating and drinking, and
inhoarding up the treasures of theworld. Ittakes
the world for its pattern, but to the child of God,
there is no other pattern than Jesus; in him is
found all that the Christian desires, and is to be,
The spirit of self-sacrifice which he manifested will
characterize hig followers. His love led him to
deny himself, to give up his home, his majesty, his
position with his Father, to come to our earth, to
live, to labor, to die for us. He was rich, but he
became poor for our sakes, His people have the
opportunity now of being connected with his clos-
ing work in the earth; how great is the privilege!
Much is to be accomplished in a very short time.
This will eall for large contributions of means, in
order that the work may not be hindered.
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What we most desire at this time is, that there
may be a large out-pouring of the Spirit of God
upon his people, and that all may be so filled with
the love of Christ that the world may find no place
in their hearts; then we shall be fitted for just the
work that God would have accomplished by us and
through us. Men and means are demanded for
service, and these must be provided by his people.
We may not always see how this can be done, but
the infinite God can render the needed assistance.
It is now for us to seek him with all the heart, and
devote ourselves unreservedly to him, then he
will work in.us ““both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.” 'We invite the careful attention of the
reader to the following paragraphs irom recent
communications from Mrs. E. G. White. Itseems
to us that the instruction they contain will be ap-
preciated by all; for it is so direct and to the point.
God is ready to do great things for us, if we but
turn to him with all our hearts.

“Tam deeply concerned for our people who are exalted to heaven
in poiut of privileges, as was Capernaum in the days of Christ.
While recerving from many sources great light, what must be
their aceountability before God to make the right nse of the
light given, to shine as lights in the world ! How few are re-
ceiving educational advantages, with a purpose before them to
use the knowledge they obtain for the glory of Go i, to educate
and enlighten others! The truth will*triumph, but who of
those who have had so great advantages to know the truth will
trinmph with it? My heart burns within me as I see, asthe
Loid has shown me, what even one person may do who has
given himself to.God, to be molded, to be fashioned, and have
the superseription of Christ upon him, Come out from the
world and he separate, and stand as God’s peculiar people in the
world, and not of the worll, pilgrims and strangers seeking a
better country, even a heavenly. I waut to say to the church,
There is much work to be donc in missionary fields, There is
work for men and women'to engage in, bringing all their ca-
pabilities and all their education with them, to do honor
to God. Every ray of light, every important truth, is to be
imparted to others ; for not one child of God will live to him-
self. All the light God has given is to be diffused. Why are
there so few who feel any burden for the salvation of others $—
Beceause they have not consecrated themselves to God, they have
not walked in the light, they have not been doers of the words of
Christ. There is pride of dress, pride of spirit, self-esteem, self-
importance, that seclude them from the missionary field.

Itis a sad thing that where so much light is given, there
should be a marked departure from Bible simplicity in dress.
Why is it? Should the missionaries go to foreign countries with
all these objectionable features in dress, and in want of piety,
how would the reiiglon of Christ appear? There needs to be a
thorough reformation in our churches. The converting power

‘0f Gtod upon the*heart would mold and make a wonderful trans-

formation in the linc of dress. O that every believer in the
truth would have the mold and superseription of Christ; that
they would represent the character of Christ in meekness and
lowliness of heart! Then if indeed they have the truth abiding
in the heart, how can they be silent and not tell that which
they know of the love of Jesus? The matter is, many do not
have Christ abiding in their hearts, and therefore have not a
saving faith and light to shine forth from them. With such
solemn truths as we are handling, with the signs fulfilling
everywhere in our world, that the end is near, the grand crisis
right upon us, yet the stupor, the lethargy, the pride and
conformity to the world in dress and In spirit, is most astonish-
1ng Famines, pestilence, earthquakes, storms by land and sea,
*are putting out the lives of thousands, and this'is only the be-
ginning of that which is to come. : How important that every
church becomé.a working force ; especmlly shonld this be the
case at the great heart of the work. Hereshould be maintained
an example in modest, simple apparel.

‘“When persons are truly converted, their moral taste has
changed, and they will have a single purpose in all the meaus
they expend, to keep the glory of God tu view, and preserve an
influence in the church, and testify by all their actions to world-
lings that they are children of Golj that through faith they
have been made partakers of Christ’s self-denial, of his great
love for perishing souis, aud will constantly be afraid that they

. will lift a worldly standard in the place of the banner of Jesus

Christ.  What an account will those have to give who have their
Bibles to guide them as to the spirit and actions they maust have
in order to lead souls in darkness to the path cast up for the
ransomed of the Lord to walk in! How muech money is ex-
peaded to gratify the promptings  and desives of a ecarnal
heart, to please and glorify self | How much means might flow
into the Lord’s treasury that i8 employed upon self! Awnd in
the judginent these poor, tempted souls who have lived to please
themselves, will then see as God has estimated them. They

- might have helped and saved souls, if they had not been so ab-

. amid the darkness,
" they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

sorbed with self. All who have a knowledge of the truth have
a work to do to come into sympathy with Christ, They are
laborers together with God. The salvation of the soul is above
every other interest ; how much higher than every other en-
terprise is measured by the cross of Calvary. Christ’s servants
will work the works of Christ.

‘“Now wmissionaries are wanted, and if the many in the
churches had expended less money and less time in the outward
adorning and in many trivial things, their minds might have
been enriched with the grace of Christ, and having grown up
into Christ, they could have enriched others. The truth would
burn like living fire upon the altar of the heart, a light to shine
¢ Let your light so shine befone men that

is in heaven.” The Satanic agencies are a living, persevering
power at work to bar the way so the kingdom of Chrlst shall
not come, and that the will of God should not be done in the
earth. The chureh is asleep, while Satan {s sowing his tares.
While the church-memhers, many of them, refuseto shine, how

- shall-the ‘world he enlightened? -

““is to be idle; not one is to be selfish.and self-centered.

Not one
: It is
Very easy tbabgcome thus, and Satan is constantly working that

‘‘There {s work given of God for every one to do.

this shall be manifested by professed Christians.- I wish I
could make the church understand how terrible a position to be
in -to profess to be Christians, and in the place of leading
heavenward, their thoughts, their actions, are of a character
that suit the plans of Satan. He can use them better because
they claim to be Christians; for le ean use them as decoys to
lead others away from true piety and-earnest Christian work,
Salt that has lost its savor can never benefit the world. It is
thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden
under foot of men. Those professed believers who see no work
to call them out from thinking and planning and working for
themselves, will not have opened to them the rich treasures of
truth, and the truth will not be a savor of life to them, or to
others, Who wears the armor of Jesus Christ? Who are mar-
shaled under his banuner to work as faithful, well disciplined
soldiers? God has made us stewards, and it is expected of a
steward that be be found faithful, Would that those who have
long professed to believe the truth would carefully consider
what ground they occupy.  Are they trying to serve God and
mammon? It will not pay to'do this. God requires the whole
heart.

“ How sad it seems with all the facilitics that God has given,
all the institutions that are established among us, that when
the call is made for men and women-—not ministers, but those
who have a knowledge of the truth, who should be firm asa
rock to prineiple-—to change their location, and put their heart
into the work to represent the twvith to others, that there are
so few to respond. What is the matter¢ Some are perishing
for the truth, Why do not those who have the bread of life,
the heavenly manna, give it to those who need it? Souls per-
ishing out of Christ would be saved, if God’s protessed people
who have the light, wonld let it shine, bringing it out from
under that bed, from under that bushel that incloses it, and
put it on & candlestick, that it may shine to all that are in
the house. Think of what God has done; at infinite cost he
opened the channel through the sinitten heart of his beloved Son,
through which his mercy may flow to the world, God delight-
eth in merey; cannot his followers express this? God is love;
tell it, act it, let self be idolized no longer., Much, yes, every-
thing, has God done for us; then why not in our turn do
something for Jesus? ‘Untp you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arigse with healing in his wings.””’

0. A. OLSEN.

REST IN JESUS.

TrERE is a wonderful pathos in Jesus’ words,
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”” No other author
of any religion ever made such a precious promise;
no other one could have fulfilled it, had he made it.
All religions have to do with sin, and various are
the ways sought out for putting it away. The
Hindu makes long pilgrimages, sometimes on his
knees, to the Ganges, that he may wash and be
cleansed from sin. The Mohammedan fakirs, in
their frenzy, will, like the prophets of Baal, cut
themselves with knives till the blood gushes out
upon them, hoping thus to propitiate the Deity.

The idea of pilgrimages, of fasting, of flagella-
tion, of various kinds of penance, was, during the
Middle Ages, about the only idea that the majority
of professed Christians had of the way of salvation.
Andeven now thousands still cherish the delusion of
in some way purchasing what is to us the free gift
of God. The devout Catholic makes pilgrimages
1o holy shrines, counts his beads, each bead with a
prayer, as a means of salvation; and the feeling
seems to be as natural to us as it is for us to
breathe, to look more to the work we are doing for
the Lord as the means of our salvation, than to
whathe has done for us. And still the Master says,
“Come unto me, .. and I will give you rest.”
The, gift of Godis not to be purchased by money,
nor by good works. We cannot lay the good we
do by the side of the bad we have done, to balance
the account and to justily ourselves from sin.
Only one way is provided for the removal of sin,
“ All we like sheep have gone astray; . and the
Lord hathlaid onhim the iniquity of usall.” *“Who
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, . by whose stripes ye were healed.”” He
made the purchase for us,giving in exchange there-
for his life—the blood that flowed so freely forus on
Calvary. And he offers us freely the benefit of his
purchase, even the forgiveness of our sins. I'write
unto you, says John, “because your sins are for-
given you for his name’s sake.” ‘‘Are forgiven
you; " there is rest and peace in the thought.

Christ has power to forgive sin. He has prom-
ised us that if we come to him, he will not cast us
out. The conditions of forgiveness are easy Lo un-
derstand. ‘““If we repent of our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” Repentance includes
the putting away of sin—the ceasing to do evil
and learning to do well. We certainly can tell
whether we have thus done or not. If we have, we
may know we are forgiven. There is rest in the
thought of forgiveness. It may be a time of rejoic-
ing. If the angels rejoice in heaven, why should

not the recipients of God’s favor rejoice on earth?
If one may be glad upon recovery from a danger-
ous illness, or at receiving a worldly inheritance,
then certainly he may ‘“rejoice in hope of the glory
of God.” The forgiveness of sins prepares the way
for, and is a foretaste of, the joys of the redeemed
on the other shore. The forgiveness of sin is the
promise of eternal life. ¢ There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”
Heaven smiles upon us. We are reconciled unto
God by the death of his Son. Henceforth he is our
elder brother. He sees in us the purchase of his
blood. He grants his peace to us as to his disciples
in days of old. This is rest indeed. If we are
Christ’s, why be discouraged or live in doubt? As
the Father has given us all things in the Son, so
hath the Son given usall things to enjoy. We
may have trials, perplexities, sickness, but hig
presence will be with us all the way.

Death may remove from us those we love, but
neither life nor death can separate us from God.
And it those who have been removed from us by
death were God’s servants, their lives are hid with
Christ in God, they sleep in Jesus as truly as we
live in Jesus; and so while there is an apparent
separation, in Christ the union is still maintained.
Then from the very day we come to Jesus and
find rest, we may rest in him, in joy and in sorrow,
in life and in death, in things present and by faith
in things to come, and may thus enter into his joy
even here, by engaging in his work, until in the
future blissful state, ushered in at Jesus’ coming,
we shall receive the full fruition of our hopes,—

““And from the river of his grace,
Drink endless pleasure in.”

“REMEMBER THEM THAT ARE IN -BONDS.”

WHaILE the spirit of persecution is being moreand
more manifest in this country, and the dragon
voice is being heard, the enemy is also busy in the
Old World. We were indeed glad when the news
reached us that brother Klein, after being w1thout
a passport for three years, was finally free a
and we hoped that he might now move to;
South and labor among the different churd
there. But the pen was hardly dry from reporting
the good tidings, before, under Oct. 31, the
following mnews reached me from brother Laub-

han —

“The work of the Lord is progressing nicely liere on the
Voiga. We have lately baptized four, and the Holy Spirit soft-
ens the hearts to receive the precious seeds, and they spring
forth to life eternal. Two weeks ago brother L. was here. He
expressed himself freely about the truth, and promised to obey;
he will make a substantial help. My wife, brother Klein and
wife, and twenty-two of our brethren and sisters of three differ-
¢nt colonies, are arraigned before the justice for Nov. 11 the
{Lutheran] pastor at Galka has beéen the accuser. What the
end will be, the Lord only knows; but he will shrely lead it to
our best and to the advancement of his cause. The Lord will
be our help, and what is coming, we have been expecting ; the
end indeed hastens, the last struggle is fast nearing, and he
who overcomes will inherit all. T am grateful that our people
in the United States remember us in their prayers and their
gifts. The Lord will be their rich reward.”

But while thus about thirty of our people are
arraigned in the northeastern part among the
Germans, I have received several letters of late
concerning the condition of the native exiles in the
Asiatic portion of the empire near the Persian
border. One letter, dated Oct. 17, from the church
in the Caucasus, containg the following :—

‘“We ask the Lord daily, that he may bless our dear breth-
ren and sisters abundantly for the love and interest they have
shown toward our brethren in exile, and for the help they have
rendered to them in their sick and needy condition. We are
sorry to inform you that oue of our brethren has already died
theve, and the vest are in a very needy condition. We here are
still alive, and of good cheer. Our hearts long for the ordi-
nance of the Lords house, and we hope that soon an elder may
be ordered here, or some one sent who can assistus, Remember
us often in your prayers, thathe may give us of the abundance
of his grace, and redeem us from the hand of our opponents,
The prospects for the future seem dark, hut has the Almighty
One not promised his belp? We indeed read: ‘Call upon me
in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me,” and again: ‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened,
that he cannot save.’” Write us often, a letter from you is every
time a feastday to us all.”?

But while thus one of our brethren has already
perished in exile, and the others are suffering more
or less, we received the following news from the sis-
ter who had been lately banished, and at the time
of her last letter did not know where to. Her let-
ter is dated Oct. 6, and was written in a city in the
Transcaucasus, quite a way northeast of Tlﬂls

She writes :—
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““DEAR BROTHER:—

*“ Peace be with you, and with all the dear brethren and sis-
ters who love owr dear Redeemer! Herewith I inform you that
I'left my home Sept. 17; whether forever is unknown to me.
We are here now in N-——, Georgia, and shall remain here till
Nov. 2. I shall be indeed very grateful if you can often send me
tracts in our tongue. . . . Ifeelindeedgrateful to God, who has
led me so wonderfully, and has given we his rich consolation at
a time when I had to leave for a country where my tongue was
not spoken. My children I left with a sister who lives at the
mmeeting-house. Remember me often in your prayers, and do
send me tracts. We must be diligent in the work of the Lovd.
1 would be so grateful if you could send me some of our tracts
in the Georgian tongue. There is such darkness here in regard
to true Christlanity. My daily prayer is that the Lord may open
ways and provide means to enlighten the honest ones.”

Thuswhile our people are being scattered by per-
gecution, it simply aids, as in time of old, to carry
the truth to the different nations, and while the
Lord is thus opening the way, there should be
surely every effort made to have the truth in all
these different tongues. And nowa fewfacts about
thig new field: Georgia is a very fertile country in
central Transcaueasia, and had its own govern-
ment for some two thousand years, until it wasan-
nexed to Russia in 1799, and now constitutes the
government of Tiflis. It has nearly twenty-five
thousand square miles, and a population of about

seven hundred and fifty thousand, chiefly Geor-

gians and Armenians. Its ancient capital, Tiflis,

is the seat of the governor-general for the whole of
Transeaucasia, a very important railroad and
commercial eenter, from whence caravans start for
Persia and the interior of Asia. In the neighbor-
hood of Tiflis are a number of very flourishing Ger-
man colonies, and brother Holger and I should
surely have visited them last year when we were at,
Titlis, had our time permitted it. Christianity was

introdueed among the Georgians about the time of

Constantine, and the first translation of the Bible
is said to have been in the fitth century, while there
is still a copy extant from the eighth, by far the
most ancient manuscriptin the Georgian language.
The Georgians are mostly adherents of the Greek
Church. :
The way is opening for the truth to enter the in-
terior of Asia. In the West we have some workers
&30 Constantinople, who are getting out our publi-
fions in the different tongues of the Turkish em-
pire, and are working eastward into Asia Minor.
In the East we have now about twenty exiles
among the Georgians, Armenians, and Persians, to
gspread the truth south and westward. Soon the
truth will encircle the Black Sea in its ever onward
course. But while this is the case, let us remember
them in bonds, that the Lord may strengthen
their faith and bless their efforts, and let us use our
liberty by helping them in every way possible,
while they in spite of bonds still faithfully attend
to their Master’s business. And while such men as
Talmage souund the peace-and-safety cry even
about the conditions of the great Eastern empire,
in spite of all the facts, let us remember that, we
have about fifty of our brethren and sisters there
either arraigned before the court or else in exile,
and may it serve as a warning to us, that we may
not be lulled to sleep when we hear the same peace-
and-safety cry about affairs in this country. Let
us be fully aroused and up and doing, while it is
called to-day. L. R C.

OUR WESTERN TOUR.

WHEN we returned from our eastern tour, the
20th of October, we did not expeet to go west so
soon. But the fitting out of the ship ¢ Pitcairn”
for her second voyage, and the opening of the new
college at Walla Walla, Wash., led the brethren to
deecide that this trip would be necegsary. We left
Battle Creek, Monday, Oet. 30, and reached Walla
Walla the following Friday, Nov. 4. We found the
work being pushed on the college building with all
possible speed, 8o as to get it ready for theopening
of the school on Dec. 7. T can only speak words of
the highest commendation for the brethren who
have had the enterprise in charge. The building
itself, while quite plain in architecture, presents a

“very pleasing appearance, and will be an honor to
the eause whichit represents,and tothecommunity
inwhich it is located. Theundertaking was a large
one, especially for those who were inexperienced in
such a line of work. While more experienced hands
may possibly see where certain things might have
been improved, on the whole, there is little to criti-
cise, and we are very thankful for the marked sue-

cess that has attended the faithful labors of those
in eharge of the work. It was gratifying to see the
large number of dwellings erected by the brethren
who have located there mainly for the purpose of
giving their children the advantages of the college.
We are sure that the school will be a great blessing
to the work in the Northwest. This is an impor-
tant and very interesting field. We hope that all
the friends of the cause in that region may fully
realize the excellence of the opportunity now af-
forded to educate their children and youth, and
that earnest efforts may be made to give the school
the patronage that it deserves and should have.
We cannot overestimate the importance and value
of present opportunities. Time and again refer-
ence has been made to the great demand for intel-
ligent and consecrated laborers. This demnnd is
increasing every day. Soon, and when too late,
many will regret that they slighted the privileges
now being urged upon them. Let the school at
Walla Walla be filled from the start. The teach-
ers are God-fearing men and women, and they will
spare no labor or care, but will do all in their
power for the benefit of each individual student
placed in their charge. Any one wishing informa~
tion on any point regarding the school should
address Professor S. E. Sutherland, College Place,
Wash.

I would add another word to the friends of the
work in that northwestern distriet; it is this:
The brethren who have the building in charge wiil
be in great need of funds to pay the many bills for
material and work now coming due, so your con-
tributions, whether pledged or not, will be greatly
appreciated, if made now. This is one way in
which you may assist the work very materially
just at this time. It is worth your while even if it
be a sacrifice, t6 help the school in time of need.
Send all remittances to Greenville Holbrook, Col-
lege Place, Wash.

We spent one day with the brethren at Milton,
Oregon, holding two meetings, and visiting a num-
ber of families at their homes. Elder D.T. Jones
waswith me. Onmy return from California, I was
with them on Sabbath, Nov. 26, and held three
meetings. The little church was crowded to its
utimost. The blessing of the Lord was with us.
We would have been glad to spend more time in
this Conference, but the urgeney of other ealls pre-
vented us from doing so.

The buildings at Milton, formerly used for school
purposes, are now being changed into a health in-
stitute. If the present plans are carried into effect,
the institution will soon be able to start. Dr.Mary
. Johnston, from Boise City, Idaho, will be in
charge. We see no reason why such an enterprise
cannot be made a success. We had a pleasant in-
terview with the Doctor, and found her very desir-
ous of working in harmony with the spirit of the
message and of carrying out the advanced lighton
the subject of health. We wish her success. If the
plans proposed are followed, another important
advantage will be given to the work in the North-
west.

Nov. 10, in company with Elder D. T. Jones, we
started for Oakland, Cal., stopping at Portland,
Friday and Sabbath. Friday was spent looking
after furniture and other matter for Walla Walla
College. On Sabbath we had the pleasure of speak-
ing twice to a crowded house, full of our people
from Portland and the neighboring ehurches. The
Lord blessed, and our souls were refreshed. All
hearts were deeply moved as we presented the man-
ner in which the signs are fulfilling and the wonder-
tul openings for the advancementof thetruth. The
night after the Sabbath we continued our journey
to Oakland, which city we reached Monday morn-
ing.

Immediately after our arrival at Oakland, we
vigited the ghip * Pitcairn,”” which was anchored in
the creek near the place where she was dedicated a
little over two years ago. She seemed to be in
good repair; her appearance has been much im-
proved by having the eabin built on deck. Brother
Christiansen, the captain, and Charles Curtis were
all who were on board. The committee ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board to fit up the
ship “Pitcairn” were 8. N. Haskell, D. T. Jones,
W. W. Prescott, C. Eldridge, and the writer. Elders
Haskell, Jones, and the writer were all who were
present. After inspecting the ship, we began our

work, Brother Eldridge arrived the following
Wednesday morning. It is not necessary that I
should take space to review the many interesting
incidents connected with the first tour of the ship,
which occupied nearly the entire tirhe of the past
two years; for I could add but little to what has
been written from time to time by those who went
with the ship on her first voyage.

It was a pleasure to meet brother Me Coy, from
Piteairn Island, who has been with the ship since
she left the island. We also met brother W. D.
Curtis, who with his family came with the ship
from Australia. The information given by these
brethren was of much value to the committee.
After considering every point possible, and taking
a careful view of the work to be done among the
islands, the committee decided upon the following
recommendations:— :

1. That the ship’s forecastle be so enlarged as
to make more roonl, and supply better facilities for
the culinary department.

2. That the ship be changed from a schooner to
a brigantine, which will add both to her speed and
safety, and that such other repairs be made as
may be found to be necessary.

3. That Captain Christiansen command the

ship on her next cruise.

4. That J. E. Werge of Brooklyn, C. Carlstrém,
and P. Hanson be asked to go as a part of the
crew. The last two were on the ship during her
first voyage.

5. That Lars Jensen of Minnesota, should go
either as sailor or cook, the last mentioned mat-
ter to be decided definitely after an interview with
him.

6. That the ministers selected should be Elder
B.J. Cady and wife of Wisconsin, and Elder J. M.
Cole and wife of the North Pacific Conference.

7. That brother C. E. Chapman and wife of
California, should go as missionary workers, to be
placed where they can be of the most service.

8. That sister Hattie Andre of Ohio, should go
to teach ia the school on Pitcairn Island.

9. That brother Mc Coy should go again to sell
books and work as may be directed by Elder E. H.
Gates, superintendent of the island field.

10. That M. G. Kellogg, M. D. of California,
should go with the ship.

There are still two sailors and a cabin-boy to be
furnished, to make the erew complete. The pres-
ent plan is for the “ Pitcairn’ to be ready to sail
about the firgt of January, 1898. The ecommititee
decided to put in stores of provisions sufficient for
about a two years’ voyage, or longer, according
to circumstanees.

It was thought best to ask our brethren on the
Pacific Coast to contribute fruits, canned and
dried, for the supply of the ship. Many have al-
ready asked for the privilege of assisting in this
direction. As there would be many details to look
after in fitting up the ship, the committee ap-
pointed brethren Haskell, D. T. Jones, and C. H.
Jones for this purpose.

It was also decided to send an evaporator and
cane-mill to Piteairn Island, these to be furnished
by brethren Smouse of lowa.

This comprehends the main points upon which
action was taken by the committee.

Any one desiring to commuuieate with the com-
mittee on any matter relating to the ship, should
write to Elder D. T. Jones, Pacific Press, Oakland,
Cal.

1t is the present plan for the ministers who go
with the ship to locate on the islands considered
best for their work, and there labor as the way
may open. Onlyone minister is to be with the ship
continually. Our earnest prayer is that the Lord
may be with the “Piteairn,” and that she may
even prove a greater blessing to the work than she
has in the past. '

While in California, we made a trip to St. Helena,
and spent three days at the Rural Health Retreat.
We found everything going on nicely. BrotherJ.
Fulton was obliged to resign hig position as super-
intendent of the Retreat, on account of failing
health. We greatly hope that he may recover to
the extent that he may be permitted to continue
labor in the cause of God. Brother J. H. Morrison
has been appointed to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation ot brother Fulton. Several impor-
tant improvements have been made during the last -
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few months, which will greatly increase the effi-
c¢iency of the institution. We noted with interest
the large number attending the temperance and’
training class. If this important line of work re-
ceived the recognition that it deserves, many more
would be giving it attention than now are. How
much we need the true missionary spirit!

Nov. 23 we started for the East by way of Port-
land and Walla Walla. At Portland we spoke at
the canvassers’ institute, which was in progress at
that time, being conducted by brother F. L. Mead.
Sabbath, Nov. 26, was spent at Milton, and the
following day we went to Walla Walla. Here we
met Professor Prescott, who will remain until after
the school opens. We are now on our way again,
expecting to reach Battle Creek the 3rd inst.

0. A. OLsEN.

PETITIONERS AND PETITIONS.

THE claim was made in Congress by Senator
Hawley, and re-affirmed by representatives of the
Church party in whose interests he was working,
thatforty million of the people of the United States
were petitioning Congress for Sunday-closing of the
World’'s Fair. Afterward the Christian Statesman
quoted and indorsed a statement from Senator
Pettigrow that one fourth of all the signatures on
the petitions sent in to Congress were from Penn-
sylvania. This apparent discrepancy the States-
man now undertakes to adjust by saying that ‘ pe-
titions and signatures are notsynonymous.” This
statement shows just where the fraud in connection
with the petitions for Sunday-closing comes in.
One signature is alleged to stand for more than
one (a great many more, it may be) petitioner.
The signature of one minister is counted for those
of his entire church. The signature of Cardinal
Gibbons attached to his letter favoring religious
_ legislation, a few years since, was in the same way
made to represent the whole Catholic membership
in the United States. It ought not to be necessary
to tell any fair-minded person that such a method
of obtaining and counting petitioners is fraudulent
in its very essence.

Where did Senator Hawley and the Statesman
get their forty million petitioners? By reference to
the Statesman of Aug. 6, we discover the process
of mathematical conjuring by which they were
made to appear and terrify the members of the
fifty-second Congress. It is furnished by Mr.Crafts
himself, thus,— :

“The members of evangelical churches, of which all but two
or three small bodies have so protested, minber thirteen mill-
igns. Add twice as many more for the members of their fami-
lies, the usual allowance for ‘adherents,’ and we have thirty-
pine millions. Nine States out of ten that have voted on this
subject by legislature or State commission, have voted against
Sunday-opening. Adding those in these Btates who are uot
members of evangelical churches, would carry the numbers of
those who by their religious and eivil representative bodies
asked for closing, far above forty millions, without counting
those unofiieially represented by the three Catholie archbishops
who have declared for closing, nor those, not otherwise
counted, who are in the constituency of numerous agricuitural
“and industrial organizations that have voted for it."”

No wonder the legislators at Washington were
frightened at such a spectral array, and were glad
of any way to appease them; but let us dlso make
a caleulation. Let us see if the rule is so poor that
it will not work both ways.

According to Mr. Crafts’s statement, there are
thirteen million evangelical church-members in
thig country. The Catholics, he says, are un-
officially represented in the matter, and as Cardinal
Gibbons favors Sunday-opening, it may fairly be
presumed that the bulk of Anerican Catholies also
favor it, he being their leader. But to be as fair
as possible, we will leave them out of the matter
entirely, not counting them as petitioners on
either side. This leaves about forty-five million
United States citizens who are not members
of any church. Now as these thirtcen millions
are largely composed of young people, it will
certainly be a fair estimate to say that twenty
millions of people between the same ages are not
church-members. These have not petitioned for
Sunday-closing,and may therefore be presumed not
to favor it. Now ‘“add twiee as many inore for the
members of their families, the nsual allowance for
tadherents,” and we have” sixty millions! These
are opposed to Sunday-closing, or at least have
wot signified any desire for it. This, as the reader
will see, is a third more than the number who have

petitioned for Sunday-closing. What will Congress
do in the face of a ealculation like this? Will they
dare to “insult”’ these sixty million citizens by re-
fusing to repeal the closing law? ‘We shall see.

This, of course, simply illustrates the absurdity
of the Statesman’s calculation, and shows the
frandulent nature of the claiins with which Mr.
Crafts and others frightened the members of Con-
gress lagt summer. We think it not improbable,
however, that nearly, if not quite, sixty millions of
our citizens cither are opposed to Sunday-closing
of the Fair, or do not care whether it is closed or
not. As the various State commissioners were not
authorized to represent the people of their respect-
ive States in the matter of Sunday-closing, we have
not deemed that point worthy of notice.

To this add the fact that whenever and wherever
the people of the eountry have spoken upon the
subject directly and individually, there has been a
very large majority in favor of Sunday-opening, as
instanced by the six thousand postal-eards sent
out by the World’s Fair directors, the replies sent
to the New York World and the Chicago Post, etc.,
and the ghostly nature of Messrs. Hawley and
Crafts’s forty million petitioners becomes appar-
ent. There were a great many more * petitions™
than petitioners.

The Statesman admits that out of 150,000 peti-
tions sent out to church-members, only 10,000
eame buack to be forwarded to Congress, but in ex-
planation says that many of these 10,000 petitions
were adopted by “church congresses of ministers
and laymen acting for whole denominations.”
The readiness which these seli-styled ‘‘ successors of
the prophets’” manifest to think and act for other
people in matters both spiritual and temporal, is
truly remarkable. But the people can dispense
with their services in everything peirtaining to the
World’s Fair. They are fully competent to think
and act for themsel ves. L. A8,

OUR SAVIOUR'S GREAT PROPHECY.

(Continued. )

Our Saviour declares in the scripture we are con-
sidering that there ‘‘shall arvise false Christs” in the
last days. There has never been and never can be
but one true Christ or Messiah. The Bible recog-
nizes but one person with this designation,—the di-
vine Son of God, associated with the Father, of the
same substanece, his agent or partner in making the
worlds, who was inearnated, taking our naturein
orderthat he might show his unutterable love fora
race of rebels by suffering death in their behalf. At
the proper age he was anointed by the descent of the
Holy Spirit descending in visible form upon him,
God the Father at that instant testifying in an
audible voice: “This is my beloved Son,in whom I
am well pleased.” Matt. 3:17. At that moment
be became the Anointed One, and entered upon his
special work as the Messiah, or Christ, these words
meaning the anointed omne. Acts 10:37, 38;
John 1:41, margin. Jesus the true Messiah lu-
bored for man during his ministry of three years
and & half, then died on the cross in the sinner's
stead, was raised from the dead, ascended to
heaven, has ministered as our great high priest
for eighteen centuries,and will come again in glory
to save his people and restore our rebel world to
its Eden glory, destroy sin and all rebels against
God’s righteous government, and reign over his
people forever more. 1t is the one Christ who does
all these things. Every other professing to be
Christ must necessarily be a false Christ. As he de-
clared that Jewish impostors would arise after his
aseension, claiming to be the Messiah, and deceive
many, he also declares that previous to his second
adventanother class of false Christs will come, who
will show great signs and wonders, and deceive
multitudes.

And it is a most remarkable fulfillment of our
Lord’s prediction that for a century, or a little
more, there have been arising, from time to time,
inthe Gentile world, persons claiming to be Christs,
and never were there so many as at the present
tinie. The coming of these synchronizes wonder-
fully with the manifestation of the special signs
given in prophecy of our Lord’s second coming.
We shall speak of those especially who have made
a mark in our world, having large numbers of fol-

lowers implicitly believing them to be or to have
been Christs.

We first notice the famous name of Emanuel
Swedenborg, born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1688.
From youth till the age of fifty-five, he gave his
attention to study, travel, and public office, under
the appointment of the king. And such proficiency
did he make as a scholar, thut hebecameone of the
most noted men of that age. Indeed, so high an
authority as the Schaif-Herzog Encyclopedia, de-
clares ““ that Swedenborg was in many respects the
most remarkable man of his own or of any age.”’—
Schaft-Herzog Encyclopedia, Art. Swendenborg.
He was eminent in scholarship, scientific attain-
ments, and every branch of learning. At this stage
of life, he gave his attention especially to theo-
logical subjects, and had, as he declares in 1743, a
wonderful spiritual illumination. He himself re-
lates it as follows :—

“¢1 bave heen called to a holy office by the Lord himself, who
most mercifully appeared before me, his servant in the year
1743, wheu he opened my sight into the spiritual world, and
enabled me to copverse with spirits and angels; in which state
I bave continued up to the present day.”” (8ame article and an-
thority.)

He continued to write books developing his new
system, giving his new revelations, and professing
to give the true meaning of the Scriptures. His
position was in substance that the Bible as written
out. is not to be understood literally, as we would
another book; that indeed it teaches folly and
error, if understood literally. He claims thereis a
peculiar spiritual interpretation to be given to the
words used in it; and that the key of knowledge
formerly possessed by God’s people when the Bible
was written, which enabled them to grasp the true
meaning, had long been lost, but was revealed to
himself when his spiritual understanding was
opened in 1743, and so he proceeds to tell the
meaning of every part of Scripture from Genesis to
Revelation, in manylarge volumes. This supposed
meaning is not only in many cases wholly unper-
ceivable to ordinary mortals, but often squarely
contradictory to the natural sense of scriptural
language. He utterly denies the second personal
coming of Christ, the resurrection of the bo
trauslation of the living saints, the final d
tion of the wicked, and the renovation of the earth
and its restoration to its Lden glory. He teaches
there are various heavens and hells, these not
being places, but conditions of th2 mind. Man at
death enters the world of spirits, and soon finds
the henven or hell to which he naturally belongs,
where his associations are with those like himseli.
Retributive punishment he discards. The final
judginent occurred during his life on earth, about
1757, and since that the final disposition of the
departed spirits is made soon after their earthly
life ceases.

Swedenborg claimed to be the founder of a new
dispensation and a new church, which he called the
New Jernsalem Church, explaining St. John’s de-
seription of the city of God in Revelation 21, 22
as meaning the church he was to found. He also
claimed to be a fulfillment of Christ’s second com-
ing. Writing to the landgrave of Hesse-Darm-
stadt, he says:—

““The Lord our Saviour had foretold that he would come
again into the world, and that he would establish there a vew
church. e has given this prediction in the Apocalypse (21
and 22), and also in several places in the evangelists. But as
he capnot come into the world again in person, it was neces-
sary that he should do it by means of a wman who should not
only receive the doctrine of this new cburceh in his understand-
ing, but also publish it by printing; and so the Lord had pre-
pared me for that office from my infancy; he has manifested
bimself, iu person before me, hisservant, and sent me to fiil it.
This took -place in the year 1743. Ie afterward opened the
sight of my spirit, and thus iotroduced mie into the spiritual
world, and granted me to sce the heavens, and many of their
wonders, and also the hells, and speak with angels and spirits,
and this continually for twenty-scveun years. I declare in all
truth tbat such is the fact. This favor of the Lord in regard
to me has only taken place for the sake of the new church
which I have mentioned above, the doctrine of which is con-
tained in my writings.”'——Mec Clintock ant Stroug’s Ercyclopedia,
Art. Swedenborg. .

That there was something remarkable, yea, su-
pernatural, abont Swedenborg's later experiences,
there ave the best of testimonies in history. That
he related things truly that he could not have
known through any human source, there seems no
room to doubt. (See Johnson’s Encyclopedia,
Art. Swedenborg.)

There is indeed a great mystery connected with
this remarkable man. He is represented by lead-




780

ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD.

®[Vor. 69, No. 49.

ing authorities as a benevolent, sensible, upright
man, with a wonderful fund of scientific knowledge,
as a strong believer in the inspiration of the Bible,
and as a man of piety and prayer. Yet nothing is
more certain than that his teachings are squarely
contradictory of many of the plainest declarations
of the Scriptures. He seems to have been the
author, or at least the most prominent advocate,
of those spiritualizing heresies which are so preva-
lent in later times, teaching that Christ will never
come in a. personal manner, but that those Script-
ures which so declare, refer to the prevalence of
certain doctrines or the work of those who are
clothed with the Christ Spirit. As the quotation
frofn his 'own writings quoted above proves, he
claims to have been himself the coming of Christ.
Think of it, dear reader! Emanuel Swedenborg,
the fulfillment of such statements of the Bible as
these :—

“‘For the Lord Zimself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” 1 Thess, 4:16, 17. ‘*And they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.  And he shall send his angels with a great sound
of a trampet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, *from one end of heaven to the other.””  Matt, 24:
30, 31. " ‘‘Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they #lso which pierced him: and all kindreds of
the earth shall wail because of him.”” Rev. 1:7.

Swedenborg’s doctrine is the climax, the logical
perfection of that mystical spiritualizing system of
pretended explanation of the Scriptures, which has
done more to break down real confidence of the
masses in the literal meaning of the Bible, than any
other. The teaching of theologians for ages has
been more or less tinctured with this deceptive
mysticism which virtually inculcates the doctrine
that the Bible does not meanwhat it says, but that
it should receive vague, far-fetched meanings, not
warranted by its direct statements. So one set of
expositors. place their colorings upon it, and an-
other give a different one. Thus an eminent
ority says of Swedenborg’s system :—

he method pursued does not appear to be much unlike that
er Christian commentators,except in the extent to which
’ fnciples.of symbolism are carried, and the results arrived
at.?—Me Clintock and Strong’s Euw yelopedia, Art. Swedenbory.

It is perhaps because of so great adegree of simi-
larity in methods of exposition, that Swedenborg
and his work are looked upon with so much ap-
proval in the theological world. He claims to has
had special revelations from the spiritual world to
-enable him fully to develop this mystical system
‘of exposition. He certainly is entitled to the
highest position as an able exponent of that sys-
tem. So that those who admire and believe it,
certainly ought to hold him in high estimation,

- “But holding to the literal sense of God’s word, we
cannot but consider Swedenborg as one of the
most dangerous of religious teachers, and his sys-
tem as utterly contrary to the true sense of Seript-
ure, and as a leading fountain or channel through
which false doctrines concerning the future state,
and especially of Christ’s second coming, have been
‘poured out upon our world in the last days. Many
of the false doctrines of Spiritualism have doubt-
less been derived from his fertile pen. Many of the
orthodox conceptions of the other world, of future
punishment, and of the -life hereafter, and how
those after death will exist, have, we believe, their
origin in Swedenborg’s revelations. He has ex-
erted an immense, though perhaps unknown, in-
fluence upon theology. The peculiar sect derived
from him, and known as the New Jerusalem
_Church, i8 extending slowly and steadily in many
countries. Their mystical, nebulous, foggy, meta-
physical views and methods of reasoning make
them hard for the common mind to meet, and
dangerous to those not well established in the
faith. The plainest statements of Scripture have
not the slightest effect upon them, as it is spiritu-
‘alized away, and perverted to mean perhaps some-
thing: entirely different. Their views take the
element. of the real all out of religion or the mental
00nceptnon of the future state. Hence, we cannot
‘but regard Swedenborg’s teachings as most dan-
gerous, and his religious work as the prolific cause
of many of the heresies, now prevalent, relative to
the second:coming of Christ. And since he claimed
himself to be the fulfillment of those Bible predic-
tions of the second advent, we must class him as

one of the last-day false Christs, who should show
great signs and wonders to deceive. He was, we
must conclude, the first one of the series coming
about the time of the first specific sign of Christ’s
coming—the great earthquake of Lisbon, 1755
(Rev. 6:12), which marked the opening of the
sixth seal. His religious work began about 1745,
and continued till his death, in 1772.

Thus it will be readily seen that his work com-
menced at the very time such a work of breaking
down faith in the personal coming of Christ would
be most effective, when the signs of that coming
began to be fulfilled. His theological philosophy
has from that time been permeating the theolog-
ical world, and multitudes have given up the belief
in a personal appearing of Christ. They think
that his coming is a great influx of spiritual
truths, and that no personal advent will ever take
place. The whole trend of theological teaching on
this subject is in this direction. G. L B.

(Lo be continued.)

ACTIVITY NEEDED NOW: DELAYS
ARE DANGEROUS.

It was our privilege last week, in company with
several other brethren, to attend the Michigan
State meeting of the ‘“ American Sabbath Union.”
We were particularly impressed with the intensity
and earnestness that characterized most of the
speeches. They spoke specially with reference to
the movement that has been started, an account
of which hasg already appeared in the ReEview, to
secure the opening of the World’s Fair on Sunday.
There was a peculiar force of expression in their
statements referring to this matter. They said
that they must exert themselves withgreat earnest-
ness, in order to bring an influence to bear upon
Congress that will show congressmen that the
churches and all of the good men of the country
are in favor of “honoring the Lord’s day.”

The impression that was made on our minds was
that the churches, feeling that they have captured
Congress, in securing theaction already passed with
reference to closing the World’s Fair on Sunday,
now feel greatly enraged to think that any would
dare to attemmpt to have that- action reversed.
They spoke specially with reference to the little few
who are in favor of having the World’s Fair open,
and the vast majority of this “Christian nation”
who are working in favor of having it closed.

They do not propose to allow this country to be
dictated to in this way by a few foreigners and
atheigts, and they said that if these do not like our
Christian laws and government, they could go to
some other country.

Delegates were appointed to attend a national
meeting to be held in Chicago this week. Tt is ex-
pected that the meeting in Chicago will be a very
interesting one, inasmuch as they expect there to
plan for aggressive work, in view of the efforts to
reverse the decision already rendered in regard to
the World’s Fair.

Brother Moon, who is now in Washington, says
that he attended a State meeting of the American
Sabbath Union in Pennsylvania, a few days since,
and that the same spirit that was manifested in
the Michigan meeting was seen in the meeting
there. We find further that these State meetings

have recently been held in almost every State of

the Union, and that they are planning for very
vigorous action this winter. They seem to be very
careful about allowing any one to know just what
they are expecting to do, but in all their meetings,
are talking of great plans that they have under
consideration. We cau see in this greatly increas-
ing activity on the part of these persons, a direct
tulfillment of what has been told us in recent testi-
monies, in regard to the new life and power that is
taking hold of Satan’s agencies. We are glad
that while we see this, we also see on every hand
a very remarkable work going on among our own
people.

I have never experienced such meetings in my life
as we have been enjoying here in Battle Creek for
some days past. A regular revival is going on
steadily in all of our institutions, and large num-
bers of our young people, and the old people as

well, are giving themselves to the Lord as never be-

fore. “We have not made any special effort tostart
these revivals, but the individuals seem to start

the work right among themselves, and the Lord is
setting his hand and seal to the movement, and
great things are being accomplished in averyshort
time. If we had called in quite & number of our
best ministers, and theyhad labored here faithfully

for several months, and such a revival as has been

accomplished within the last ten days, without any

ministerial effort whatever, had been brought

about, we would certainly have thought that grea,t

results had been achieved.

We can see that God is working with great power,
and we are glad to repmt that what we are enjoy-
ing here in Battle Creek is being en]oved in many
other parts of the field. We are receiving letters
from leading brethren in many States, telling us of
the wonderful workings of the Lord’s good Spirit,
in the meetings they are holding this winter. ~-

Now, brethren and sisters, we can readily seethat’
Satan’s agents are being stirred to great activity,
and we also rejoice to know at the same time that
God is fulfilling his promise, ‘‘to cause a new light
and life and power to descend fromon high, to take
possession of God’s people, who are not dead in
trespasses and sins.

Tt is no longer a question of whether or no the
work is going, but we should be earnestly asking
ourselves if we are connecting with it, in order to
move forward as it advances. The great activity
on the part of these agencies that are working
against the cause of truth, will call for greater ex-
ertions on the part of our people, than anything
that we have ever done in the past. The demands
of the cause will require more labor this winter
than has been done in all the previous history of
our work. Millions of pages of our literature, call-
ing attention to the real issues in this Sunday
movement, should be placed in the hands of leading
men in the country, as well as scattered ex-
tensively among all others. The Religious Liberty
Association hag planned to do a vast amount of
work in thisline. But to do it, we will need a large
amount of means.

We trust that our brethren and sisters who have
not paid their annual dues for the past year, will
gend them t0 us as soon as possible, and that we
may receive abundant donations from’ others.. .

The work is going very rapidly, brethren and
gisters, and if we want to have a part in it, we
must be acting now. These calls for means will
soon be past, and if we want to get our money into
the canse, now is the time to put it in.

We are glad to report good progress in the work,
and it seems to us that our eiforts have never
seemed so effective as now. A. O. Tarr.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

WE have endeavored to send a copy of the read-
ings for the coming week of prayer to every church
elder, leader of company, Sabbath-school superin-
tendent, and isolated Sabbath-keeper in every
Conference and mission field, as far as possible.
All of the church elders and leaders, and most of
the other classes mentioned, have been supplied
with these, as far as we have been able to obtain
lists of their names and addresses; but weare sorry
to state that notwithstanding 8,000 copies of the
readings were printed,—a number which we pre-
sumed would amply supply all the demand for
them,—our supply has run q little ghort, so that in
a few States from which lists came in rather late,
we have been unable to send a copy to all the Sab-
bath-school superintendents and isolated ones.
We much regret that this is so, but state the facts
so that those who fail to receive the readings, will
know the reason they have not been sent them.

- Heretofore there has generally been quite a little

supply left over from the number printed, but the
demand for them this year has been unprecedented,
and consequently our estimate fell short of the
number called for. While we regret our inability to
supply all, we are glad to note the increased inter-
est manifested in the readings prepared for the gea-
son thusset apart for a special seeking of the Lord.
We trust that our scattered brethren everywhere
will put forth special efforts to meet, if possible,
with the nearest church or company of Sabbath-
keepers during this important season. We look
for great blessings “from the Lord to be poured
out upon.our people at this time.
0. A. O18EN, Pres. Gen. Conf.
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Progresg of the Gause,

“Ye that goeth forth and weepeth, m»arm‘?: precious eeed, &ha:
w:)wt{gés a)me again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with bim -

THE BEAUTIFUL CITY OF GOD

BY SBUSAN MC INTOSH CGHAFFEE.
( Ventura, Mich.)

0O, swWEKET are the stories revealed in his word,
Of the city that eye hath not seen,
Of the wonderful tree, with its health-giving leaves,
And the river that rolleth between,
And how often we've sighed for its evergreen shores,
Its roses of Sharon, its non-fading flowers,
To drink from life’s waters, and rest in the bowers
Of thbis beautiful city of God.

Glad tidings! glad tidings! the day-star so bright
Have the watchmen already discerned,

While each hour brings us nearer his chariot cloud,
And the mansions for which we have yearned,

Lo, he cometh! he cometh! repeat the glad tale’

Till it echoes o’er billtop, and mountain, and vale,

Bweeping through allJands like the breath of the gale,

Lo, he cometh! he cometh to reign!

o work while you wait, 'tis the Master's command,
And for raiment and food never fear,
Search by-ways and hedges for sheep that bave strayed
From the fold of the Shepherd so dear.
O this work for the Shepherd must quickly be done,
Go and search far and near, bring them in one by one;
When they all have been gathered, you’ll shine as the
sun,
In that beautiful city of God.

When the Saviour’s *“ Well done” falls soft on our
ears,

And no longer we’re tempted and tried,
We'll forget all the toils of our pilgrimage here,

And with Jesus we’ll ever abide.
O the joy of the thought; what rapture it brings!
Weshall join heaven’schoir, and withungels we'llsing,
Shouting praises to Jesus our conquering King,

In that beautiful city of God.

SOUTH DAKOTA.

FuvLron.—~Bince our State and general meetings,
{ have been holdingaseries of meetings in a school-
house near Fulton. -

The Spirit of God has been present, and some
have accepted the light, and aré walking in it.
Among the number is a young Methodist Episco-
pal minister who, we think, will now enter Union
College.

Others are interested, and we trust that we may
Yet see more fruit at this place. The Lord is good,
and greatly to be praised. N. W. KauBLE.

LOUISIANA
.SivcE coming to Louisiana, in April, I have
visited each church in the State, and have in con-
nection with brother B. I.. Dieflenbacher, held a
series of tent meetings. As a result, some souls
have taken hold of the truth, for which we praise
the Lord. There are others in Louisiana who are
hungry for spiritual food, and we know the Lord
will feed all such. We have tasted, and know the
Lord is good. He has given power to his word
this summer in this State. We are not tired of
laboring for the Lord. Our courage is good. We
only ask the Lord to preserve us to triumph with
his saints, and in him we shout the vietory, day
by day. H. S. SHaw.
Dec. 1.

MAINE.

BLAINE, BRIDGEWATER, AND WESTFIELD.—Sinee
my tast report, [have been laboring in theseplaces.
The Lord has helped us, and given victory to his
cause in this vicinity. Last Sabbath, Dec. 3, six
were baptized, and eight united with the Blaine
church. We hope to see others take hold and obey
God. Truly the Lord is willing on his part to
bless the efforts of his people in bringing souls into
the truth. c

‘<Commands of God and Jesus’ faith,
Will shield us in the day of wrath.”

It is like pulling people out of the fire, to get

them to heed the message, and obey the voice of
the third angel. That daywhich Malachi speaks of
will soon come, when “ all the proud, yea, and all
t}_hatdo wickedly,shall be stubble: and the daythat
cometh shall burn them up,saith the Lord of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”
May God help us in love, to work for our fellow-
men, and by all means save some.

I expeect to %geﬁd the week of prayer with the
church ip East Washburn and Presque Isle.

Dec. 5. J. B. Goopricu.

GEORGIA.

DoterasvitLi.—Sunday, Nov. 20,1 began a meet-
ing in a commodious school-house two miles from
this place,in an excellent community. The attend-
ance has been good from the first, and the hearers
are of a good solid class. The people arevery kind
and hospitable, invitations to visit being pressed
upon me faster than I can fill them. I have pre-
sented quite fully the signs of the times and near-
ness of the end, and have spoken on the Sabbath
question, and the interest seems to continue to in-
crease. The prospect for some success seems prom-
ising, and I pray that God may give us some souls
here to go with us in the blessed truth. To this
end 1 labor on, and desire the prayers of God’s
people. W. A. Me CureHEN.

Dec. 2. )

A PLEA FOR THE "SENTINEL” AND
"REVIEW.”

Do our brethren and sisters, generally, read the
American Sentinel?  All ought to read it; for there
is no one periodieal or book published by our
people that is so effectively heralding the third
angel’s message in its present stage of develop-
ment, as that paper is doing. Some may plead
that they are too poor to subseribe for both the
Sentinel and the Review. Of course no Adventist
family can thrive spiritually without the Review,
subseribed for or borrowed:; but the Sentinel is
needed at this time, just as surely, if not more so.

A man in our town owned a large mill, and kept
a night watchman for a lonyg time to guard it; but
finally he said he couldn’t afford the expense, and
dismissed the watchman. As the result, in a few
days his mill was burned down.

Qur liberties, brethren, are fast being taken
away, and soon our money will go too. (See Rev.
13:17.) We can afford, therefore, to keep o night-
watchman — the American Sentinel. (See Isa. 21
11,12)

“But,” says oune, “I am not interested in ques-
tions of law treated of so largely in the Sentinel.”’
Never mind, brother, you will soon be interested
enough, when, by law, your property will be
taken from you in fines, and you are shut up in
prison, or made to work in chain-gangs as felons
on the streets. How much better to be fore-
warned and prepared. Why cannot some plan be
devised whereby isolated and indifferent families
among our people can be made interested in the
Sentinel? Why could not persons of piety, good
address, good readers, and who, themselves, are
interested in the subjects treated of in this paper,
be appointed by each church to visit such families,
or gatherings of two or more families, and read to
them the Sentinel? Such readers could, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, awaken an interest that
would not soon die out.

I have reason to believe that many among our
people do not read the Sentinel at all; and that
many others read it but partially, and with little in-
terest. Such do not know what interesting matter
it contains. 1 ean searcely hope to reach such with
this plea, however, because they do not take the
paper in which this article is printed. And what
can [ say for the Bevisw? A plea of poverty is
but a poor excusefornot having it to read. If per-
gons 80 pleading really waunted it, and would make
their wants known, our more financially fortunate
brethren would gladly supply them, either at first or
second hand.

T do not see how a Seventh-day Adventist can
pass through the events just before us, and be
saved, without becoming deeply interested in both
of these papers. 1 ean attribute such indifference
to nothing but a lack of interest in the subjects
upon which they treat, and such a lack of interest
results in a lack of knowledge which God regards
as sufficiently sinful to merit destruction. (See
Hosea 4:6.) A. Syrh.

Spectal  Jloficeg.

~
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OHIO, NOTICE!

Tuene will be a district meeting at La Grange, for
Dist. No. 4, beginning Dec. 28 and coutinuing to Jan.
3. Let as many of our brethren in adjoining churches
attend this meeting as possible.

H. M. MrrereLL.

POSTPONEMENT.

Tur general meetiogs at Sand Prairie and Mt. Hope
are postponed for two weeks, so they will be held, the
Lord willing, as follows: Sapd Prairie, Jan. 11-15;
Mt. Hope, Jan. 18-22.

We trust all our brethren in the southwestern part of
the State will take notice of this change

M. H. Browx.

NORTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE, NOTICE!
Tae Conference Committee has appointed T. H.
Starbuck treasurer of the Conference, to succeed O.
Dickinson, deceased. Tithes should be sent to him at
506 East Everett street, Station A., Portland, Oregon.
J. E. GramaMm, Pres.

OHIO, DIST. NO. 2.

District meetings will be held, God willing, at Belle-
ville, from Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. Let there be a good rep-
resentation from all churches in the district. Mattersof
great importance to all will be presented. Do not fail
to attend. God has blessings for us.

W. WooDFoORD, Director.

NEBRASKA CONFERENCE, NOTICE'!

Tur week of prayer is just before us, and we desire
that it may be a great blessing to all our people in
Nebraska.  The time appointed is Dec. 17-25, whieh
will now soon be here.  Daily readings will be sent to
every chureh and company of our people, also to scat-
tered ones, as far as we know their addresses; and we
trust that our brethren and sisters will assemble each
day in their respective places of worship, carefully read
these readings, and carnestly seek God for his blessing.
This will be an important week for the cuuse in our
State, and should be wisely improved by all our people.
This should be a week of self-examinatiop, medita-
tion, and prayer. When sins are heartily confessed to
God and to our brethren, and when we take hold of
God’s promises by faith, light will come, and darkncss
will be banished. Sin brings darkness and doubt; re-
pentance brings faith, light, and peace.

We hope all will remember the Christmas offering,
Dec. 25.  This is our annual contribution to foreign
missions, and should be far larger this year thap last,
as our membership has materially increased, and for
two years now the crops have been quite good in Ne-
braska.  We trust all will give as God has prospered
them, for the work in forcign lands. The Conference
Commitiee hus arranged to have most of the laborers
spend this week in the churches, and as far as possible
all will receive help. After the week of prayer, we
would be glad to hear from elders, leaders, and ministers,
in reference to the work through the field. Brethren
and sisters, let us make the coming week of prayer one
of the best we ever bave enjoyed.

W. B. Wk

— - e
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DUTIES OF SABBATH-SCHOOL
TEACHERS.—NO. 6.

Necessity for Promptness.

Tue injubction of Scripture is: ‘Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”  This is an
excellent rule by which to work in the Sabbath-school.
It is, in fact, the only safe rule for any one in any work.
But to act according to this precept, one must exercise
promptness as well as forece.  Promptness is readiness,
and also includes cheerful willingness, and this is not
always u natural gift. Well, then, every one should
seek God earnestly for it, and thus receive the ability
to do the right work, at the right time,

The prosperity of a Sabbath-school largely depends
on baving this very gift at its head. As the superinten-
dent is, so goes the school generally. If be is dull and
carcless in the discharge of his daties, the school will
keep thne with the measure of his tread. Promptness
should therefore characterize every effort of the super-
intendent.  When the appointed hour for opening the
school arrives, the superintendent should be on band
and open the school, whether all the members are pres-
ent or not.  To wait for delinquents is but to encourage
tardiness; for when those who are likely to be tardy.
Jearn that the school will wait for them, the school is
quitesure to wait.  Time is too precious to linger for
those who, if they should bestir themseives, might be
with their classes at the appointed hour. Besides,
when a school has to delay work a few times for such,
those who otherwise would be present on time, will soon
form the babitof remaining at home alittle later, prefer-
ring to wait there, rather than at the place of meeting,
and so the order which ought to obtain in every schaol
soon departs, and efliciency goes with it.

If the position of superintendent is anything to a
person, he ought to give time and thought to the duties
it enjoins. For one simply to have the name of super-
intendent, without putting some energy into his work,
is no benefit either to the school or to himself, and the
sooner another is chosen to fill the position, the better it
will be for all concerned. :

Enthusiasm is contagious. Any school can discern it
in the superintendent, if he has it, and the school over
which he presides will respond to it readily. The
school, too, knows quickly, by the way the superintend-
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ent takes hold of his work, whether he has given previ-
ous thought to it or not. If when it is time to open
the exercises, instead of promptly announcing the song,
he is thumbing his book, undecided what piece to sing,
all understand that he has given no thought whatever to
his work before coming to tbeschool. And yet we have
heard such chide the school in no uncertain way for not
having studied their lessons.

Sometimes, under just such circumstances, we have
seen the school wail upon the superinteudent, until the
silence itself seemed embarrassing, and a song was an-
nounced at random. But when the secretary’s report
followed, it was noticed that the same gong was sung
with which to open the school the week before. The
same thing, too, is liable to be repeated the nextSahbath.
Of course there is nothing criminal in the act of singing
the same song two, or even three, Sabbatbs in succes-
sion; but when this is dove with thoughtless regard for
the welfare of the school, it is an iudication that every-
thing else is being conducted after the same fashion,

There should be freshness and vigor connected with
every part of the Sabbath-school work. Therefore be-
fore the superintendent leaves his home for his Sabbath
work, he ought to spend some time with his school.
That i3, he ought to give it prayerful thought, decide
what should he the opening song. so that no delay on
his part may hinder the opening exercises. e should
flso look over his classes and teachers, planning how he
may remedy some obvious defect, or improve uponsome
method before employed. But above all, he should
never go before his school without first seriously seeking
wisdom from above, to direct him in his duties for the
day: for why does he not need speciul help in his work,
as well as the teacher or minister?

Long talks to the school should be avoided as much
as possible, as they tend to weariness. If at any time
an important matter must be spoken of, let it be done
briefly. When important points have been fairly stated,
it is better then to close, as one sometimes, without he-
ing fully aware of what he does, drifts into monotonous
platitudes. Ask God to lead in everytbing, and then
believe that he does lead; then the assurance isat hand
that, when the work is done, it is well done, because
God has had an opportunity to fill a place in the work-
ing of the school. J. 0. Corriss.

LESSONS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT.

LESSON XIII.—THE QUESTION SETTLED.
ACTS 15:12-31.
Commit Acts 5:11,

(Sabdbath, Dec. 24. )

%ﬁ«—é'!’rove all things: hold fast that which is good.” 1
1

1. Tell what led to the conference (u Jerusalei.

3. What was the iinportance of the question?

3. Give Peter's argument in the case.

4. When Peter had finished, what did Barnabas and Paul
7 Acts 15:12.

5. Who spoke next? Verse 13,

6. To what did he refer? Verse 14.

. To whom did he refer as authority for their preaching to
the Gentiles? Verse 15.

8. What prophecy did he specify?
9:11, 12.

9. How long had God had it upon his mind to save the Gen-
tiles?  Acts 15:14.

Nore.—The facts concerning the Gentiles were argu-
ments that could not he overcome. God had abun-
dantly blessed the labor tbat bad been done among them,
as shown by Peter and Paul and Barnabas. This
showed that God was not ouly willing to save the Gen
tiles, but that he would save them by simple faith.
When God poured out his Spirit upon them, so that they
spoke with tongues, no one who reverenced the Lord
could say that there was something still lacking that the
Gentiles must do before they could be saved. That the
salvation of the Gentiles was not a new thing in God’s
plan, is shown by the promises to Abraham, by the
prophecy of Amos, which James quoted, by Joel 2:28,
by Isa. 45:22, 23; 49:6; 60:1-5, ete.

510. What, therefore, was James’s decision in the case?
15:19.

11. What did he suggest that they should write to the Gen.
tile converts? Verse 20.

Nork.—The four things specified in the letter to the
hrethren are declared by the Spirit to be ‘‘uecessary
things.” They are as necessary uow as they were when
written, and had been necessary from the beginning.
The blood is the life (Gen. 9:4, 5), and therefore the
prohibition against it comes under the sixth command.
ment. The prohibition against things strangled eomes
i’ the same list. The relation of the other things to the
Taw of God is ohvious. These things, heing forbidden
by the law of God, are consequently iuconsistent with
the life of Christ, for his life is the law in its per-
fection.

Verses 16, 17, Amos

Acts

12. Why was it not necessary to specify more particularly the
things that pertain to the Christian life? Verse 21. ’

Note.—It should be understood that the apostles did
not lay these four necessary things upon the disciples in
addition to their faithin Christ. These things werespec-
ified only because they were things that people from

among the heathen would not so readily perceive as ’
necessarily embraced in the Christian life. Fornication
was among the heathen a commonplace affair, and even
required by their religion. The eating of blood was a
common thing. Everyibing in ordinary life was so im.
mediately connected with idolatry that it was necessary
for the converts from among the heathen to be especially
on their guard to avoid pollution of idols. Thesethings,
in which the Gentile converts might sin without realiz-
ing it, so common were they, were especially noted, but
it was necessary for the apostles to go further into
particulars concerning the Clristian life, for the disei-
ples bad constant access to the writings of Moses, in
which the Christian life is set forth, for he wrote of
Christ.  John 5:46, 47.

13. Why was it pecessary to specify even these?

Nore.—One point may be referred to asshowing that
in sctting forth the law, Moses was descrihing Christ.
through whom alone the righteousness of thelaw is ful-
filled. In Deut. 80:11-14, Moses, after baving set forth
the law, says: ** For this commandment which I com-
mand thee this day, it isnot hidden from thee, neither
is it far off. Itisnotin heaven, thatthou shouldest say,
Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us,
that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond
the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it,
and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.” But
in Rom. 10:5-9 Paul tells us that this refers to Christ.
This was not left obscure by Moses, so that the Jews
would think that the commandment must be kept by
them apart from Christ, for just before the verses
quoted, Moses tells them that God would circumecise
their heart to keep his law (Deut. 80: 6, 8), and just
afterward bhe said: <“That thou mayest love the Lord
thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that
thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy Jife and the
length of thy days.” Deut. 30:20.

14. Were these things of minor importance? Verses 28, 29,

15. Are these things to be Qbser\‘éd in these days as well as
then?

16. What steps did the brethren take to relicve the minds of
the new converts who had been troubled? Verses 22, 23.

17. What commendation was given to Barnabas and Paul?
Verses 25, 26.

18. What did the apostles agree was evidently the work of
Barpabas and Paul? Gal, 2:7-9.

19. How was the result of the conference received by the
brethren at Autioch? Aets 15:30, 31,

Norta BeNE.—The teacher and scholar will please
note that there are fouwrfeen Sabbaths in this quarter,
and but thwrleen lessons. But as there are hut twelve
Sabbaths next quarter, and {Artcen lessons will he
provided, it has been thought best to have the lesson of
Dec. 31 counted as the first lesson of the first quarter of
1893. This will not disarrange our schools or record
books, and is the casiest way to dispose of this transient
irregularity. —Eprror B. 8. L.

@ﬁlewﬁ af thy AWeel.
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FOR WEEK ENDING DEC,

DOMESTIC.

—DPresident Harrison, Dec. 6, presented his message
to Congress.

—A bill introduced in the Alabama Legislature pro-
vides an anpuity of $500 to the widow of Jefferson Davis.

—Tbe Vermont Legislature, by a vote of 99 to 67,
rejected a resolution indorsing the closing of the
World’s Fair on Sunday.

~—The bealing evangelist, who has been operating
in Wilkesbarre, Pa., has been arrested for gaining
money by false pretenses,

—The number of persons owning farms in Michigan
has been reduced during the past year, from 143,764 to
140,936, a reduction of 2,825.

—The increasing demand of the people that the
World's Fair be opened on Sunday is greatly alarming
the advocates of Sunday-closing.

—During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1392, 579,-
663 immigrants arrived iu the United States, of whom
2 801 came in violation of law, and were returned.

—The boundary line is now heing laid out hetween
Arizona and New Mexico with iron monuments seven
feet high, weighing 800 pounds, and set five miles apart.

——Congress convened in the capitol at Washington,
D. C, Dec. 3. In the Senate, 70 memhers were pres-
ent, and in the House of Representatives there were
224.

—The initial step looking to the enactment of legis-
lation for the opening of the World’s Fair on Sunday,
was taken Dec. 5, when Representative Durburrow of
Iilinois, the chairman of the Committee on Columbian
Exposition, introduced in the House a joint resolution
calling for a Sunday with the machinery stopped, but
with the grounds and buildings open, and providing

that each employee shall have one day’s vest.

—The will of Jay Gould gives hig property to the
members of his own family; hisson George J. Gould get-
ting the larger portion of it. There were no public
benefactions.

—A Dbarhed-wire comhination, the largest in the
world, and having a capital of $4,000,000, has been
formed. It is known as the Consolidated Steel and
Wire Company of Chicago, and is incorporated under
linois law.

—During the season just closed, ninety-five lives were
lost on the Great Lakes. The death list is much larger
than it has been for many years. In property the sea-
sou’s losses aggregate about two million six bundred
thousand dollars.

—The United States Supreme Court, Dec. 6, decided
an important case between the city of Chicago and the
Illinois Central Railway, involving property on the
lake, valued at about seventy million dollars. The de-
cision in nearly all the points was in favor of the city.

—The National Prison Congress was opened in Balti-
more on Saturday night. Cardinal Gibbons offered
prayer. Attorney-general Poe and Mayor Latrobe made
addresses of welcome, and ex-President Hayes, President
of the National Prison Association, responded.

—Mr. Higinhotham, president of the World’s Fair, re-
fuses tolet Colonel Shepard have the first 10,000 souvenir
half-dollar coins granted by the government for the aid
of the Fair. He claims that Colonel Shepard has per-
sistently worked against the Fair, and that the Fair is
under no obligations to him,

—The rather strange spectacle of a Jewish rabbi
opening the Senate with prayer, was witnessed in the
Senate cbamber, Dec. 7. Dr. Joseph Silverman of the
Temple Emanu-E} of New York City, was introduced to
the Vice-President by Chaplain Butler, and invoked the
divine benediction. The rabbi prayed in the English
language.

—The President has signed the commissions of Justice
Harlan and Senator Morgan as arbitrators of the Bering
Sea commission, and of Seeretary John W. Foster
as agent on behalf of the United States before that
commission. Tliese appointments were made on the
61h of last June. The Bering Sea arbitration tribunal
will meet in Paris on the 23d of February next.

FOREIGN.

M. Ribot has succeeded in forming a new cabinet
in France.

—The new premier of France, M. Ribot, has heen
sustained in the Chambers by a majority of 202.

—The Russian government has assigned the sum of
$3,000,000 to be expeuded in supplies for the peasants
in the famine-stricken provinces.

—New Zealand has set apart two islands for the pres-
ervation of its remarkable wild birds and otber animals,
whereon all hunting and trapping are forbidden.

—Much interest is being aroused over the Nicaragua
canal scheme, and it i8 expected that Congress will
grapiple with the question during the present session.

—Russia is establishing great colonies in central Asia.
Nearly two hundred thousand colonists have located in
the neigbborhood of Tashkend, and many more are scat-
tered through the surrounding regions.

—The trial by court martial of the persons concerned
in the cholera riots in Saratoff. Russia, in July last, has
ended. Twenty-three of the prisoners were sentenced
to be hanged, and fifty-six to be imprisoned in Siberia.

—General Dodds, commanding the French forces in
Dahomey, advizes that Dahomey he divided into three
territories, under tbe rulership of native chiefs, to be
controlled by a French resident governor at Porto Novo.

—The international monetary conference assembled at
Brussels does not appear to be able to agree upon any
pian for the greater use of silver, or upon any system of
international money that shall be equally legal tender in
the countries composiug the conference.

—Diphtheria of a most virulent form is vavagingmany
parts of the Upper Oltawa country, and the greatest
alarm prevails among the people. In some cages
homes have been abandoned by the people fleeing from
the scourge, and in some cases, whole families have
been swept away.

—China has declined the invitation of the Utited
States to take part in the naval review in houor of the
discovery of America, in Hampton Roads, next spring,
the reason given heing that the sailors are not familiar
euough with the workings of the new steam vessels of

the Chinese navy to undertake so long a voyage.

—A great sensation was produced in Germany, Dec.
4, by the discovery that the Lowe rifle, with which the
German soldiers are provided, is worthless, A trial at
Weisel showed that out of 960 guns, 590 were unserv-

iceable. Twenty -of the chambers burst. and ten broke
entirely. There are 425,000 of these gunsin the Ger-
man army.

—The captain and officers of the British steamer,
which was wrecked mear Ferrvol, Spain, have been
cleared from all blame by a naval court-martial, held on
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board the flagship ¢ Victory” at Portsmouth, Eng.
Investigation showed that the Spanish charts of the har-
bor, upon which they depended, were full of the most
dangerous inaccuracies.

-—The steamship <‘Spree,” of the North German
Line, reached Queenstown, Ireland, Dec. 3, after an
eventful voyage. Nov. 26 the main shaft broke, and
pounded a hole through the ship’s bottom. The water
rushed in, and the ship settled so rapidly that a panic
ensued. The water-tight bulkheads saved the ship
from sinking, and order was finally restored. One man
sprang overboard, and was drowned. She was towed
back to Queenstown, 1,000.miles, by the British steamer
‘‘Lake Huron.” There were thirty feet of water in her
hold when she arrived. Among the passengers were
Evangelist Moody and General O. O. Howard.

RELIGIOUS.

—Dr. Kopp, prince bishop of Breslau, and Dr. Ker-
mentz, archbishop of Cologne, have been raised to the
cardinalate.

—1It is announced that Dr. Vaughan, archbishop of
Westminster, will be raised to the cardinalate on the
occasion of the pope’s Kpiscopal jubilee.

—The English Church Missionary Society is anxious
that the British East Africa Company shall remain in
Uganda, and is trying to faise £40,000 yearly to subsi-
dize the company.

—Monsignor Satolli, the papal delegate, has been em-
powered by the pope to hear and decide without ap-
peal all religious questions hetween bishops and priests
in the United States.

—An important Hebrew conference began ils ses-
sions in Washington, D. C., Dec. 8. The conference
consists of over one hundred rabbis, the leading men of
the Jewish Church in America.

—Some of the Nestorian bishops in Armenia having
lately given in their adhesion to Rome, the Catholic
Church look upon their action as a promise and a
prophecy of the time when all dissenters will return to
the fold of the mother church.

—In accordance with the recent decision of the prop-
aganda at Rome that the generals of all the various
Catholic religious orders shall reside in that city, the
new geucral of the Jesuits, Father Martin, will shortly

“leave Spain and take up his residence at Rome.

—A new holiday has been consecrated in England,
not by the <“church,” but by the laboring classes. It is
to be called ‘“Mupseum Sunday,” and it is to be the
Sunday nearest the sixth day of November in each year.
The reason for this is that on that day last year the Sun-
day Society obtained the opening of museums, art gal-
leries, and libraries to the public on Sundays. Seventy-
two of these in all arenow open to the public in England.

—One of the first acts of Monsiguoor Satolli, the papal
delegate who now represents the pope in Catholic coun-
cils in this country, was to reconcile Dr. Mc Glynn to
the Catholic Church. Dr. McGlynn wasa very popular
New York City priest, who got into difficulty with his

~bishop because of bis zeal for labor reforms and his ac-
ceptance and advocation of the tax system of Henry
Geoige. Six times he was ordered to go to Rome, but
refused to go. He was excommunicated by the pope
for this disobedience, and has pot acted as a priest since
1887.

Appointments,

~ ** And he said uuto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature,”’—Mark 16:15,

PRroviDENCE permitting, brethren Chas. L. Taylor and
A. J. Harris will be with the church at Jackson, Mich.,
Dec. 24. And if the way should open, meetings will be
beld with the believers in Tompkins, Dec. 25 and 286.
May the rain of the Holy Spirit which has commenced
falling in Battle Creek, be experienced in these meet-
ings. Barrie CreEx CH. CoMm.

BUSINESS NOTICES.

[Under this head, short business notices will be inserted at one dol
lar for each notice of four lines or less. Over four lines, twenty-five
centsa line, Persons unknown to the managers of the REVIEW must
give good refcrences as to their staunding and respousibility. Tern
words constitute a line.|

WANTED.-—A Sabbath-keeping shoemaker, The subscriber,
owing to poor heaith, not being able to carry.on business longer,

* offers to rent a shop suitable for shoemaker, and also for
grocery.  Room for small family.  No other grocery or shoe-
maker in this section of the city. Address F. Wickforss,

" Battle Creek, Mich,

WANTED, —A good farin haud to work by the year.

giving age, kinds of work most used to, and wages required,
W. B. Randall, Roanoke, Faulk Co., 8o. Dak.

WaNren.—A brother, C. M. Crumb of Conewango Valley,
N. Y., wants the General Conference daily Bulletin for 1887,
1888 (entire volume, if possible). If any of our people have,

and will sell them, inform bin on a card, stating amount of.

postage, and price of them, and he will send remittance for the
same, :

Address,

"three boxes, $1.75, to go with either style of binding.

ADDRESS.

THE permanent address of Elder R. H. Brock and Mrs. Mary
L. Brock, is Oklabhoma City, O. T. All the tithes and:first-day
offerings of the Territories should be sent to Mrs. Brock.

PAPERS WANTED.

Mzs, M, L. Brock, Oklahoma City, O. T., would be glad to
receive clean, post-paid copies of the REVIEW, Signs, Sentinel,
Instructor, and Home Missionary. Tracts on the Sabbath and
the second coming of Christ would also be acceptable.

CLEAN copies of REVIEW, Signs, Sentinel, and also religious
liberty literature will be used to good cffect, if sent to Sarah 1.
Potts, Montesand, Wash, Send nothing unless clean and
post-paid.

Ovk denominational papers will be used to good advantage,
if sent post-paid to Mrs. B. L. Dieffenbacher, Lake Charles, La.

PapPERs andatracts for missionary work are still wanted by
E. G. Alvord, Mendon, Mich.

Dbituary Jlofices.

“ Blessed arc the dead which die in the Lord from hcuceforth, -
Rev, 14 : 13, ‘
= St . enen

[To make room for other important matter, we are able to devote
only a limited space to obituary notices, and hence are obliged to
condense them to the briefest statement consistent with the facts in
the case.]

Syt —At Pontiae, Mich., Nov. 16, 1892, Cyutbia Smith,
aged seventy-four years. , 8. WoopsaULL.

Bers,—At Pueblo, Colo., Nov. 13, 1892, of typhoid fever,

Edward Beers, aged 14 years, 8 months, and 5 days,
J. B. WiILsoN.

RowLes, —Near Laclede, Kans., Nov.- 15, 1892, ot paralysis
of the heart, Eli M. Rowles, aged 65 years and 6 months.
R. DoBBIx=.

~ Vax Deuvsex.—At Lowell, Mich., Oct. 1892, of dysen-
tery, Eliza A. Van Deusen, aged 79 years, 2 months, and 22
days. L. G. MOORE.
Periy. —At Mundy, Mich., Nov. 14, 1892, of consumption,
Marian Perry, aged 44 years and 14 months. Discourse by
the writer. T. M. STEWARD.

DY

27,

Jorpox. —Neat Algona, Iowa, Oct. 19, 1892, of paralysis,
Fidelia L. Jordon, aged sixty-one years, Funeral services were
held ut Lodi, Wis. M. J. JorpoOX.

S1vLER.——At Parkville, Mich., Sept. 26, 1892, of paralysis,
Mary Jane Sidler, aged 69 vears, 3 months, and 8 days. Fu-
neral services by the writer, JorN W. COVERT.

LITERARY NOTICE.

‘' Bible Object Lessons and Songs for
Little Ones.”

Sved is the title of a new and valuable book for use in the
fawily, Subbath-school, and general Bible Kindergarten work,
by F, E. Belden, and the late Miss Lillie E. Affolter. Tt contains
fifty two lessons from the life and words of Christ, adapted to
the use of mothers and teachers, at that most important stage
of their work when they are trying to impart to the little ones
their first jmpressions of the character of Christ, his truth and
his word, and laying the true foundation principles of a noble
and Christian character.

This book and system of instruction is not an experinent,
but the vesult of four years of practical work on the part of
a large-corps of Christian teachers, withh a representative com-
pany of one hundred or more children with whom to work., Be-
sides the lessans, the book contaios thirty original bymus and
songs, thirty-six full-page half-toueillustrations, a colored plate,
and fifty-two original pen drawings, illustrating the way to usc
the material in teaching the Jesson. It hasbeen carefully exam-
ined by alarge number of teachers acquainted with this kind of
work, and a few words from™some of them will best give an idea
of the pature and utility of the work.

“The suggestions . . . enable any thoughtful woman to master
t{]re;’ystem.“—L‘ I, Allen, Editor ‘* Kindergarien News," Buftalo,
FA S .

**For mothers, I can think of no better method, . . . for teachers,
a real godsend.—A. F. Schaugier, Supt. N. Y. City Mission, founded
in 1827,

‘“Happy the mother and tbe home whose Sabbath day is made
‘& delight by its use,”— Mrs Jokn A Miller (* Faith Latimer”),
author Primary Lessons in** Sunday-School Times.”

“‘It will be as much appreciated by fathers and mothers, as by
Sabbath-school reachers.”~ J, H. Kellogy., M. D.. Sanitarium,

' do not see how the book can faii to be itself an organizer of
Kinderparten clasees, wherever it goes.” — W. 4. Spicer, Sec. 8. D. A.
Board of Foreign Missions.

“Tt gliould be in the hands of every primary teacher and every
mother in the land.”— C. €. Lewis, Prof. English and Hebrew, Union
Coltege, College View, Nebr.

““QOur two children have not only been entertained and delighted,
but greatly benefited from itg simple and instructive lessons upon
the life and words of Christ.”"—W. 4. Colcord. Cor. Sec. 8. D. A.
Gen, Conf.

“Tam very pleasautly impressed with its plan. its illusirations,
apd its arrangement.’—Ad, F. Dunning. D.D., Editor ' Congrega-
tionalist” Boston, Mass,

“The best recommendation of your work is that it js a success in
actnaluse.  This we have demonstrated here.”— Prof. 7. W. Cavi-
ness, Principal of South Lancaster (Mass.), dcademy.

Similar testimonials might be given from Elders A. O. Tait,
0. Corliss, W, W. Prescott, A. M., brethren €. H. Jones,
G. W. Morse, ¥. L. Mead, and others.

Prices, Board covers, $1.30; Plain cloth, $2; Royal cloth,
Lemon edge, colored plate, #2.75; Superl edition, enameled
paper, bound in green and gold, gilt edges, $3.75; material,
May be
ordered with book, or later. Addeess F. E. Belden, 148 and
150 Madison 8t., Chicaga, 111

(;OOD HEALTH,

A monthly illustrated journal devoted to health, temperance,
and sanitary science. Bright aud prugressive, it keeps in
touch with the times, and gives its readers the bencfit of the
tatest scientific investigation in the direction of the prevention
and cure of digease. First-class in every respect, it stands at
the bead of the journals of its kind throughout the world. It
hug been established over twenty-five years, and is an acknowl
¢1oed anthority vpon 2!l subjects that come within its province,
beiug now more popular than everbefore, as its large and increas-
ing subscription list shows, To new subscribers with companiou
volume, the new aud revised edition of the ‘¢ Household Moni-
tor of Health,’” 2. Renewals will be received at §1. Address
(Good Tlealth Publishing Co., Battle Creek, Mich.

Travelery” Guide.

MICHIGAN (JENTRAL

“The Niagara Falls Route,”

" Corrected Nov. 20, 1892,
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Night Express goes West at 12.05 4, m. daily except Monday,
Trains on Battle Creek Division depart at8.03 0. m. and 4.35 p. m., and
arrive at 11.40 &, m. and 6.43 p. m. daily except Sunday,
Q. W. RUGGLES, Geo. J. SADLER,
General Pass. & Ticket Agent, Chicago. Ticket Agent, Battie Creek,

Chicago & Grand Trunk
. R.

Time Table, in Kffect June 26, 1892.
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Where no tims is given train does not stop,

Trains run by Central Standard Time.

Valparaisa Accommodation, Battlo Creek Passeuyor, Port
Huron Passenger, and mail trains, daily except Sunday.

Pacific, Limited, Day, and Atlantic Expresses, daily.

Meuls served in C. & G. 1. Diniag Cars ou all through

trnins.,
W R

Gene P

DAVIS,

Ticket gt Ciivago.

A.S. PARKER,
Ticket Agr.. Battle Creek,

and

Annual Half-rate Excursions to Canada via Chicago
& Grand Trunk Railway. i

In conformity with its annual custom, the Chicago & Grand Truunk
Railwny will run a geries of half-rate holiday exenrgions to principal”
points in Canada on the (ollowing dates: Tuesday, Dee. 20, Wedunes-
day, Dec, 21, Thursday. Dec. 22, tickets good to retwrn up lo and in-
cluding Jan. 10, 1893,

Avail yourself of this opportunity to visii Canada und spend the
holidays with the foiks at home,

All through traijns of the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway pass
through the Great St. Clair Tunuel, one of the wonders of modern
engincering #kill, and well worth seeing.
¢ The . & G, T. ie also the only line offering the advaniages of
throngh Pullman car service, and Its advantages for Canadian gravet
are too numerons to mention, A

Excursion tickets on sale at all stations. For further particulars,
apply to Ticket Agent. W. . Davis, G, P. & T. A,
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& According to our ucml eustom one number
of the Review will be omitted during the holidays.
After the next issue, therefore, one paper will be
omitted, the nuinber following bearing date, 1893.

85 The next number of the REVIEW closes the
present volume. Will our subscribers therefore
pleage notice how their credits stand, and if their
time is out, renew at once. The Review will aim,
$@r9tofore, to be a true reflection of the prog-
of the cause and of everything affecting its
sts, through the whole field. None who have
an interest in this work, can afford to be without
the paper in this interesting time, and the more in-
teresting seasons to come,

&~ Elder I. D. Van Horn occupied the Taber-

< nacle pulpit, Sabbath, Dec. 10, bringing out

important lessons in regard to the causes of spirit-

. “ual blindness and hardness of heart. This blind-

“'ness often reaches such a degree that persons

“cannot perceive the clearest licht, or the plainest

‘truth. In the afternoon, meetings of unusnal in-

‘terest were held in the Tabernacle, in the REview

Office-chapel, and in the College. The testimouny of

« many happy disciples was, “Hear what the Lord
has done for my soul.”

#&5™ We often feel inclined to call the attention of
‘our readers to the matter contained in thecolumns
of the REVIEW, as special subjects appear from time
. to time. But then not having space to notice all,
;‘* dnd feeling that to notice some and pass by others
2equally deserving of mention, would be to make
- distinctions where none should be made, we have
“left it tothe reader tomake his own discriminations.
<But we cannot forbear calling the attention of the
reader to the matter, as & whole, which the REviEw
~has contained for some months past. If ever the
paper has borne a testimony of more intringic in-
* terest than during this time, we have failed to no-
tice it.

- #&~The good work is still going forward in Bat-
_tle Creek. And if the churches abroad are rejoiced
to hear of what the Lord is doing in this place, as
“wé fearn that they are, we can say that we are also
*re;mced to learn that the same work is gomg
owin many other parts of the field, especially in
Mlchlgan The refreshing is not to be confined to
g.ny one tocality ; but all may share in it, as we ex-
pect will be the case with all. Let there be a re-
viving of the work of the Lord, under his last
message through all the earth. But this means a

great work to be done, much means to be I‘alspd
many nations to be warned, and many souls to be
saved.

e e

25~ The communication from brother Robinson,
in the Missionary department, this week, is caleu-
lated to awaken an interest, und enlist sympathy,
on the part of all,in the work in London. Hasnot
the Lord agents somewhere, who will now see it
their opportunity to step in, and help provide fa-
cilities for carrying forward properly the work in
that great metropolis? We are engaged in a cause
that does not go backward. Every foothold se-
cured, must be held and extended. We hope the
time is not far distant when London will become a
strong vantage ground as a center from which to
gend the truth to other parts; for coming from
that point, it would have a prestige in its favor in
many places, which it could not gain elsewhere.

85~ The Catholic Mirror proposes to change the
date of Thanksgiving day from the last Thursday
in November to Oct. 12, so that it will become
the anniversary of the discovery of America. The
Mirror gives several reasons why this should be
done, but very modestly refrains irom telling the
chief reason, that Columbus, the discoverer of
America, was a Catholic, Thanksgiving day may
be made into a Catholic holiday. The Catholic
Church ought to be satistied with its fifty-two Sun-
days and many other holidays which it has suc-
ceeded in having recognized by the laws in this
country; but like the rich man of Nathan’s para-
ble, it wants all its own, and everything else it can
get hold of.

- e e

55 The Methodists in Austria are receiving more
attention from theauthorities there than isagreea-
ble to them. They have been called upon to give
an account of their preaching, and agents of the
government exercise a close watch upon their min-
isters. Methodists in this country, who are not
used to such espionage, are quite indignant over
the matter; and from what we see in the papers,
we conclude that they are being treated nearly as
badly as our brethren in Tenuessce are by the au-
thorities of that State. In both cases the persecu-
tions are carried on by ““ due process of law.” We
do not know why these bodies of Christians should
not exchange expressions of Christian sympathy
for each other.

85" Some most important and interesting occa-
sions are just before us. The week of prayer com-
mences the 17th; and into this it is hoped that all
will enter with more earnestness than ever before,
and that a larger mensure of the blessing of the
Lord will be enjoyed than on any previous oeca-
sion of this kind. Read brother Olgen’s article on
this suobject, in another colummn. Then there is
the yearly offering to the cause, to be made at this
season of the year, which it is hoped will be more
liberal than ever before. And in the early part of
1893, come the General Conference institute and
the Conference itself, with other meetings to be
held in conneetion. With the message going as it
is now going, with the promises it has behind it,
and the prospects it has before it, these occasions
can but be seasons of great interest.

te5=The results of the late election continue to
excite comment both at home and abroad. The
scene that occurs in this country every four years,
when the mightiest nation in the world peacefully
indicates its choice of rulers for four years tocome,
is such as is witnessed nowhere else on earth.
It is estimated that more than half a million offi-
cials, including national, State, county, and town
officers, are elected on these occasions. There are
some one hundred thousand polling places, and
thirteen million voters assemble to cast their bal-
lots. The Review of Reviews (December) speaks of
this peaceful quadrennial revolution, as follows:—

‘“ When or where has this world ever seen anythingelse that
could compare in impressiveness with this spectacle of sixty-five
millions of people, represented by all their fathers, husbands,
grown-up sons and brothers, engaged on one designated day, in
their cholce of all their agents of government.”’

The campaign just closed, was noteworthy in be-
ing comparatively respectable, as regards the flood
of detraction, slander, and abuse, usually so com-
mon on such occasions. And it was fortunate in
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having a verdict so pr(moum'cd as to leave no
roomfor misunderstandings and disputes which are
liable to ennse so much erimination and bitter feel-
ing, when the vesult is very close,

R

g2y The meeting in the Office chapel, it the com-
mencenent of the Sabbath, Dee. 9, is worthy of
special mention; not for any exeitement and noise;
for there was nothing of thatkind; but theinfluence
of the Spirit of the Lord was strong and deep; and
a great work waswrought inmany hearts. Theem-
ployees of the Office assembled as it were by them-
selves, o ministers being present, and took hold
of the work for themselves, There seemed to be no
restraint or bondage with any, but perfect freedom.
And as fast as individuals came into the liberty of
the gospel, their first move was to go to their com-
panions and labor personally with them. As
many heads would often be bowed in silent, tear-
ful prayer for some special subject, suddenly the
individual would make a move and commit him-
gelf to the side of the Lord. Thus it was with both
brethren and sisters. Some who had heen far ou
the background in a most unsatisfactory spiritual
condition, took hold to seek the Lord earnestly,
and found him. Thus the meeting went on jor
some five hours. Some who attended the Lansing
camp-meeting felt that they had all that meeting
concentrated in this, and that it was the best
meeting, without exception, that they ever at-
tended. It will encourage our brethren abroad, as
many of them enter upon the week of prayer with-
out ministerial help, to know that the best meet-
ing yet held here was without such help, and it is
their privilege likewise to take hold of the arm of
the Lord; for the help and the power are from him.

“BEFORE THEY CALL, I WILL ANSWER."”

WHiLE the appointed week of prayer will' not
commence till Sabbath, Dec. 17, the good work
is already under good headway here at Battle
Creek. The Lord has comevety near to the church,
and the spirit of earnestness manifested by those
connected with our various institutions at this
place, is very encouraging. Many of our young
people have turned to the Lord, and have found
joy and peace in believing in him,

We took occasion, yesterday, Sabbath afternoon,
Dec. 10, to visit some of the meetings which were
in progress, At the Tabernucle the older brethren
and sisters were gathered, and their testimonies
spoke gratitude and praise to God for what he was
doing for them. In the Ruview Office chapel we
found a large congregation gathered, eomposed
mostly of young people. The free spirvit, the ear-
nest testimonies, the words of praise which came
from hearts set free from sin by the saving power
of God, gave evidence of the good work that was
going on in their midst. We next called at the
College chapel. On entering, we counted forty
persons standing, waiting for an opportunity to
bear testimony to the goodness of God.

Our heart is filled with gratitude and praise to
the Lord for what we see and hear of his working
among us. We confidently expect that showers of
blessings will fall upon his people all over the land
during the coming week of prayer. While viewing
what the Lord is doing, we were reminded of the
statements in Isa. 65:24: “And it shall come to
pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while
they are yet speaking, I will hear.”” Let the good
work go on. 0. A. OLSEN.

BEWARE OF SWINDLERS.

OuR brethren have been imposed upon and swin-
dled in Ohio, quite recently, by a man who gave his
name as James Stone, cousin to Elder Charles
Stone. He said hewas licensed by the Seventh-day
Adventists of New England to preach. He pre-
sented letters from Elder Robinson and others,
commending him to our brethren, at the same
time asking for money to pay his railroad fare to
distant parts of the State, that he might get there
in time to fill his appointment among Seventh-day
Adventists, but in faet no such man had an ap-
pointment with them, and is not known by them.
We say beware of him. J. G. Woob.

468 East Rich St., Columbus, Ohio.
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