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* Here is the Patience of the Saimts: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Fajth of Josus.” Rev. 14:12.
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Comperison of the Navies
DUAL ALLIANCE TRIPLE XINTENTE
GERMANY  AUSTRIA ENGLAND  FRANCE RUSSIA
Superdrc:dnaughu . 4 -
Dreadnaughts .. .......... 21 K] 13 "'.é ;
Predreadnaughts .......... 20 12 40 *22 3
Cruisers (all types) ...... 43 12 12! *3 1z2°
Destroyers ................ 120 ree ng *85 e
"To! o boats N 74 * 100 * 200 *
Submarines *2% cere *8s *By *
Other classes :....... * * * * :
Crews and reserves ...... 15,500 140,000 124,000 So.000

w

; -armament* been
: on the field of

:: are opposed to the combined .
forcu of Grest Btmm, Russia, France,

‘the conflict deepens‘md comp!icatiom
“1arise, these, too, may be drawn into the
strife.  ceaofamele w oo

Practically all Europc is a great
-armed camp, a veritable battle fieid of
contending armies. Before the begin-
ning of actual hostilities, when efforts
were being made to bring about a set-
tlement of differences between Austria
and Servia, Sir Edward Grey declared
that if these efforts were ineffectual,
“the greatest catastrophe which can
befail the concert of Europe will result,
and its consequences will be incalcu-
lable.”

Ths Conflict of Mighty Forces

Mighty forces are drawn up in bat-
tle array. Never has the world wit-
nessed such an alignment of contend-
ing human elements. This is evident
as we consider the strength of the
armies engaged in the struggle for the
supremacy.

The fighting strength of Six nations
engaged in this terrible conflict is given
as follows: —

.

(Aug\m E ) Tnited Germzny and. -agamn him

The Greatest War of the World’s History

uJSLs, ‘when Vapo!con mgaged in his | :
Zmow bemg waged.» Not mthm the his- {Fad struggle for European supremacy,
; hry of - lhe world; h;ve such gigantic'»

rthere: were pitted against the French

amonntcd to 669,000 men.,
Jha: indeed was a mighty conflict, a
‘struggle of gigantic forces. But com-

: pared with the present conflict, it al-

most sinks imto insignificance. In the
Lpresent struggle the troops of Germany
and Austria on a war footing comprise
.2 total of 7,200,000 men. The forces
‘arrayed against this dual alliance, those
of Russia, France, England. and Bel-
gium, make up a fighting army of more
than 10,600.000 men, And these armies
as no armies which have ever preceded
them, are drilled and skilled in the
science of war. They are supplied with
the most modern and effective fighting
machines and battle equipment.

Says ex-Pres. William How arrl Taft
of the present tvar: —

Nothing like it has occurred since the
great Napoleonic wars: and with modern
armaments and larger populations, notlt-
ing has occurred like it since the world
began. It is a cataclysm. . .. The future
looks dark indeed, but we should not
dcspmr-—ladﬁoendent Aug. 10, 1914,

Opposing Forces on the Sea

But the large number of soldiers is
by no means thc only fmportant factor
tn the equation. There must also be
considered the immense navies oppos-
ing each other on the high seas. The
following comparisan shows the rela-

Fighting Strenxth of Nstions Engaged in Terrific Conflict

TOTAL UF

OTHERS
PEACE WAR AYAILABLE
FOUNTRY STRENGTH RESERVES STRENGTH FOR WAR —
UNORGAN-

12ZFD

Germany 44430,000 5,200,000 1,000,000
Russia 3,300,000 35.500.000 5.200.C00
Franee 3.280,000 4,000,000 ° 1,000,006
\ustrin 1,610,000 2,000,000 3,000,C00
~ Rervin 320,000 361.000 150,000
Fegland 476,500 730.000 2,000,000
Tuals . .ol 3,556,500 13,425,500 17,701,000 15,350,000

Compared With the War of 1815
[t has heen nearly a hundred years
siuce Enrope faced a similar sithation,

L o la . l ' ——

tive naval strength of Germany and
Austrin  compared  with  England,
Franee, and Russia:—

emi)ex‘orL witria, Russiz, England, Hol- ¥ N
viand ¥ 30d: t.Pﬂi"ll. szoleon,d}' “Ge

43,500
* Exact figures not obtainable.

Total personnel—-Dual Alliance, about 159,000; Triple Entente, about 31.4.000.—

W ashington Post, Aug. 6, 1914,

The Battle in the Air
And there must be taken into the
account not only the equipment of these
nations on fand and on sea, but in the
air as well.  Alfred W. Lawson, editor

parison of the aerial strength of the
_powers engaged in this controversy : —

'T;le Present European Conflict, Is lt Armageddoix? of Aircraft, makes the following com-

The Creatica of National Debts

A backward glance at some of the
great wars of history will enable us to
measure more accurately all that is
involved in the present conflict. The
last ten years have witnessed an un-
precedented increase in expenditure for
offensive and defensive purposes. Ae-

ccnvnﬂmoltho Aaﬁnlﬂnuollumpnnm

GOVERNMENT

¢, - NUMBEROF  GAS CAPACITY KXPEXDITCRES

\?m DIRIGIBLES  IN CUBICFEET  A\EROPLANES I, IN 10 YEARS
3o 17,000,000 1,000 $100.000,000

2,000,000 400 16,000,000

L 400 . &116,00n,000

h 1,100 £60.000.000
Russia - Roo 40.000.000
Great Britain ............. 400 13.000,000
“Totals ........ vheeenas 35 22,000,000 2.300 $115,000,000

France, Russia, and Great Britain approximate.

The aerial fleets of these nations
form no unimportant factor in their
operations. As never before through
the aid of these airships, may the move-
ments. position, and strength of the
contending armies be determined.

“Am i e T ' C phe™
In the conflict of these mighty forces,

who can fore-

cording to Edgar Crammond in the No-
vember (1913} number of the Niwe-
teenthh Century and After, " the debt of
practically every nation has either
originated or been built up by the proc-
cesses of war.,” This writer gives the

following immense sums of money
which have been consumed in some of
the great wars of the tast century: —

cast the out-
come? Peas-
ants and
princes, kings
and people,
wealth and
science, brawn
and muscle.
inventive skill
and genius, all
the forces of
erducation, tal-
ent, and in-
genuity, are
cast into the
halance. Well
indeedd does
Mr.  Asquith,
the British
premier, de-
clare that Europe today faces “an
imuteasirahle mtern'ltlonal catastro-
phe”  Tn what condition will the na-
tions emerge from it> \What interna-
tional houndaries will be obliterated?
\What changes will be made on the wap
of the world?  \What will be the cost in
wealth and hlood and hwnan dife, in
ruinéd hopes and blasted ambitions,
in heartaches and poignant grief. and
wearing, grinding misery?  God pity
mens in their blinduess and madness!

“THE HOUR OF GOD'S JUDGMENT 1S cOME ™

Crimean ............. 1834 $t.700.000.000
Italian 1859 300,000,000
American Civil War 1361-63
Nonhern army ... 1.700,000,000
Sonthern -
ftasy .....
Franco-German .. ... NPT
Turko-Russian ... 187 L
Chino- Japancse 8oy oo
Spanish-American L1808 1L.293,000.000
South  Africao .. Soo—xooz 1,330,000,000
Russo-Japanese ... 1004-05 231500000
Ratkan War ..., 1012-13  L.230000000




Then ‘wars have created great sa-

. tional interest-bearing debts, which add

to the burden of taxation, and drain to

the utmost limit the resources of the
pecple.

The Literary Digest for Nov. 29,
1913, presents the increase in the ma-
tional debts of the leading nations of
the world front t9oz to ‘1912 in the
following figures: ~—

Incresse in Natlonsl Debts for Tea Yoars

1900 1912
Frange ..... .55,85,,0005000 $6,284,000,000
Russia 14,000,000  4,553,000,000
Great Britain . . 5,000,000 3,480,000,000
Japan ... .... 000,000  1,242,000,000
German Empire 609,000,000 1,178,000,000
German states 2,688,000,000  3,736,000,000
British India . 1,103.000,000 1,475,000.000
Italy ........ 2,561,000,000 2,707,000.000
United States 925,000,000 , 000,000

When it is realized, as stated by Mr.
Crammond, that these debts have orig-
inated and been built up aimost wholly
by the processes of war, we can form
-some conception of the fearful expense
into which the war spirit plunges the
mtxonl.
¢ The Coet of the Prossat War
The war chest, ot reserve fund, of
the German Empire for war purposes
1 was recently increased to $90,000,000,
and this Dr. Riesser, the well-known
(Gérman cconomist, estimates will cover
~ the expenditure of war for only the
" Cfirst six weeks of active engagement.
The British Parliament has voted to
provide: $1,025000000 - for presem
'emergcncies, and this is only the begin-
oning. This amount will douhtless be
duphcated by the other great powers
“engaged in the conflict.

. The cost of the present war will de-
,pénd of course upon its-length; its out-

come, and all the issues involved. Stat-
however, venture tentative

Says the Christion Ob—
of Ang 5, 10141 — —
no fgnres vss&ed Inst - week
the statistician of the University of
ris, war bLetween the natians compris-
ing the Triple Alliance— Germany, Aus-
“‘tna-Hungary, and Italy— and those com-
anmg the Triple Entente — Great

ritain, France, and Russia — would cost
¢ approximately $54,125000 a day. These
- -figures are based on the assumption that

000 men would be called ta arms,
‘of whom at least one half wonld he <ent
‘into action.
3% ™ The Death Toll of Human Life

‘great, the cost of human life is im-
measurably greater and of far more
consequence. A recent writer presents
the following figures as the death toll
of some of the great wars of modern

LIVES

ss}

l:ngland and France .
Warof 1812 «...oooovinul
Russia and Turkey (two wan)
France and Ausiria
United States and Mexico (lou

to United States)
Civil War in America ..

Franco-Prussian ..............
Spanish - American (loss
United States) ....... eree 2910
Boer War ......... 28.700
Russo-Japanese . §55.000
Balkans (two campalgm) ..... 348.000
Total ..ooiiviiiiiiiian 4,010510

The Alarm snd Horror of War
But these figures represent only the
_ fumber killed in battle.  To this sum
add the tens of thousands dying of
wounds, of the rigors of prison life, of
disease and famine and pestilenee, and
“the mcmre M complete.— no. not wholly
© - omist comie into the

A

the,

cvw W tlcathe

~vents, and the general havoe

ram o desolation which the

blighting scaurge of war entails cven

wpon noncombatants,  No pen or hrush

can picture the horrors of merciless
warfare,

&7 But if the monetary cost of war is

: years |
row was given 1 vision of the-ediufu!
scenes” in earth's history, Looking
down through the ages, he saw the ter«
rible destruction that would befall the
nations of men, and this was his sad
lament: ~
“1 am pained at my very heart

heart mak?th a noise in ge, 1 cl'n:gt
hold 1y peace, because thou hast heard,
O my soul the sound of the trumpet, the
alarm of war, Destruction upon destruc-
tion is cried; for the whole land is

“spoiled : mddenly are my tents spoiled,
and my curtains in a moment.” Jer, 4:
9, 20.

Hopoes of the Powers From the

Pressnt Crisis
The thington Post of July 31,
1914, gives the following summary of
what the nations of Europe hope.to
achieve from the present conflict: —

The ambitions of the European powers

in the present crisis are: —

Austria — Annexation  of Servia and
union of all southern Siavs urder the
H':gsburg crown; extension of dual mon-

y to .Egeéan Sea.

Germam — Postponement of the “ Slay
peril” for a generation; in case of a gen-
eral war, extension of German commer-
- cial interests with only Great Britain as
a formidable rival.

Russia — Extension of empire to the
Carpathians on the southwest, possibly the
seizure of Posen and East and West
Prussia; occupation of Constantinople;
establishment of Russia as undisputed
dominant power in eastern Europe.

13-y
the datile of Armytddoﬂ.

What then is the meaning of this
great atruggle of the nations? What
does it portend? Does it indicate where
we are on the streain of time? It does
indeed. The present-day strife. the
wars and commtions, the national
rivalries and animosities, indicate that
we have reached the time when great
and important events are to take place.
Many prophecies of the Scripture 1es-
tify to the truthfulness of this state.
ment. Christ in his great prophetic dis-
course declares that in the last days

nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there
shall be famines, and pestilences, and
carthquakes, in divers places.” Matt
24: 7

“And there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon, and in the stars; and
upon the earth distress of nations, with
yerplextty, the sea and the waves roar-
ing; men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for iooking after those things which
are coming oun the earth: for the powers
of heaven shall be shaken. And th
shall they see the Son of man coming m
a cloud with power and great glory.”
Luke 21:23-27.

We have reached the time of the dis-
tress of nations. Trouble from without
and from within, perplexing problems
of ce and industry, the stern

France — Removal of German
the lessening of the terrible expense of

THEZ MARSHALING

ual military competition with her
ghbor: opportunity to develop her
\orth African empire; recovery of lost
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine.

Great Britainn — Maintenance of balance
of power in Europe: maintenance of
British commercial and naval supremacy’;
preservation of her cnlonial possessions.

un

It is inevitable that the pursuit of
these plans and policies must bhring the
nations of the, Old World into strong
and mighty competition; and whenever
favorable opportunity for advantage
presents itself, into open and armed
conflict, This mad, wild strnggle for
the supremacy can only end as the con-
flict of the nations is surely bound to
end, in the great battle of Armageddon
just heforc the coming of the Lord, in
which not only the nations of Eurnpe,
but 2l the nations of earth will be en-
gaged.

1s Tt Armugeddon?

Considering the imagnitude of this
conflict and its far-rcaching results,
many have wondered if it were the last
great war of the age. the hattle of
Armageddon, which 15 lo take place
just hefore the second coming of Christ,
Repeatedly has it been denominated
«is by newspaper writers. YWe are not
teft in doubt regarding this question,
The hastle of Armapeddon does no
tuke place until after e close of pro
hation, [t will ocour under the sixth of
the seven lasy plagues, and will be pre-
ceded by the deving np of the River Bu-
phrates, a svmbot of the Olloman Em-

struggle for existence on the part of the

OF THE NATIONS

laboring masses and the spirit begotten
in their hearts by their hard lot—
these are some of the things which are
bringing ilistress to the nations of
earth at the present time. Men's hearts
arc failing thein for fear. They view
with alarm the growing unrest and dis-
quietude. They listert with apprehen-
sion to the mutterings of the coming
storm in our industrial and political
life, which sometime is bound to break
into an overwheiming dehige,

We may not know the day nor the
hour when our Lord will come. The
exact time has not been revealed ( Matt.
24:36), but we may recognize the
nmens of the coming day. Goed would
not have us remain ignorant so that the
day of his visitation wonld come npon
ns as a thief in the mght 1 Thess.
5:1-8. He exhorts ns. “ Watch ve
thcrcfore, and pray always, that ve may
be accounted worthy to cscape all these

things that <hall come to pass. and to -

stand lbefore the Son of man”  Luke
2y 36
Wiar Preparations Foretold

The vast anet feverish preparation for
war which the nations have heen mak-
ing for the last three dvcales have been
clearty foreendd, and all this war prep-
aration is a sign of the comting of tin
day of the Lord. Declares the inspired
peninan —

“ Proclaim ve this stnong the Gemtiles;
lr(mrc war, wake up the mighty nen,
et ull ahe men of war-draw pear: let
them come up: beat your plowshares

strong
yourselves,” am{ come. alt

.heatbea, und gather  yourselves toge:hi:

round about: thither gni:: rd'.hr mighty

ones to veme down, Let the
heathen be \\-akaned. and come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will |
sit to judge all the heathen round about.
Put ye in the sickie, for the harvest is
ripe: come, get you down; for the press
is full, the fats overflow; for their wick-
edness is great.  Muliitudes, multitides
m the valley of decision: for the day of

rd is near in the valley of decision.
The sun and the moon shall be darkencd,
and the start shall withdraw their shis-
ing. Lord also shall roar out of
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth shali
shake: but the Lord will be the hope of
hxs p«?lc and the strength of the chil-

Israel”  Joel 3:9-16.

How fully and graphically do we sec
this divine prediction fulfilled in the
situation which exists throughout the
world at the present time. And we can-
not mistake its significance. Centuries
ago the Lord. through his holy proph-
ets, declared that these conditions would
be found in the last days, and that they
would constitute a sign of the end of
all things. We have reached the time
in earth’s bistory when these conditions
exist, Itisnot a mere coincidence. It
is an exact and literal fulfillment of
the divine prediction. Surely we can-
not eseape the inevitable conclusjon to
which this fulfillment must lead us.

The Nations Are Angry

But far transcending in importance
the changes among the nations of men
in the closing days of earth’s history
are the momentous events connected
with the end of all things. \When the
pent-up fury of the nations is finding
vent in deadly strife and bloody war-
fare, the time will come for the Lord
to put forth his hand in judgment and
in mercy,— in judgment upon the on-
godly, in mercy for the delivering of
his servants. The prophet says: —

“And the uations were angry, and
thy wrath s come, and the time of the
dead, that thev should be jndged, and
that thou shouldest give reward unto
thy servants the prophets, and to the
sants, and them that fear thy name,
small and great: and shouldest dcsxrm
them which denroy the earth”” Rev.
11:8

Note particularly the phraseology of
this divine prediction. It says " the
nations were angry,” suggesting that
there wonld come a time in earth’s
history when all the nations of the

world would be filled with a desire to go
forth to slav. When in all the history
of mankind has that been exemplified so
fully as at the present nmroment? Qur
Saviour declarces that when we shall sec
certain things taking place on the earth,
we may know that his coming is near,
even at the doors. Matt, 24:33.

These things which we see taking
place bhefore our very eyes at the pres-
ent time bring to us the nessage, ** The
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”
They stand as precursors of the end
of all things. signs of the great day of
Ged Almighty, indications of the com-
ing of him whase right it is to reign —
the Trince of Peace. Blessed event!
Blessed to thuse who have come to
ktiow the peace of fod in this carth,
amd who desire to enjoy it throughowt
the enlless ages of eternity ]

What Does it Mean to You?

Dear reader. what will the coming
of Jesus mean to you? \Where do you
propose to spend cternity? \Will you
be found so filled with the spirit of this
present world. so identificd with its in-
terests, so dominated by its purposcs,
that von will he counted as dross in
that testing time > Or will von hecome
so acquaimed with Christ as your Sav-
ionr, so filled with his companionship,
that you will meet him with rejoicing
when he contes?  He calls you today o
give yoursetf to him, He has given his
fife for your salvation, e Inves you
with an everlasting lave. He invites,




“Son. give me thine heart:” “ today
if ye will hear his voice, harden not
your heart;” “acquaint now thyself
with him, and be at peace.” Peace in
the midst of the present strife and tur-
moil, peace thronghout eternity,— this
is the heritage of the child of God. To

THE. ADVENT REVIEW
this mhfyhﬁ:’.‘r.tﬁhlfink,'pe‘léé'" .
vites you by his Spirit, S

“And the Spitit and the bride y,
Come.  And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is wthirst come.

And whosoever will, let him take of the
water of life freely” Rev. 22:17.

Signs of the Aﬁ;;';;ching End

By W. A. Spicer

Searen with his disciples on the
Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem,
Christ gave an outline of events reach-
ing to his glorious appearing in the
clouds of heaven. Looking down upon
the city of Jerusalem. all careless of its
time of visitation, Christ had foretold
the destruction of the sacrcd temple.
The disciples, astonished, said. ** Tell
us, when shall these things be? " and,
evidently associating the end of the
earthly temple with the end of the
world, they added. “ and what shall be
the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world?” Matt. 24:1-3.

. The Saviour’s answer is equally for
us who live in these latter days. Briefly
e sketched the scencs of confusion and
" tumult that were to quickly follow in
their own time, as the doom predicted
by the prophets of old should fall upon

Jerusalem. ' The signs that he gave
. meant deliverance and escape to. the
* Christian believers in the day of Jeru-

salem’s fall. " When ye shall see Jeru-

salem compassed with armics, then
know that the desolation thercof is
nigh,” he said. “ Then let them which
" are in Judea flee to the mountains; and
. fet them which are .in the midst of it
_ ‘depart ont; and let not them which are
- in the countries enter thereinto. For
"+ these be the days of vengeance, that alt
«:things which are written may be fui-

filled.” Luke 21:20-22.° .

#:3 The unbelieving of Jerusalem and’
,Judea could not conceive such a thing .3, ratchi

a5 the destriction of the Tavored city;
_.but at the first compassing of Jerusalem
by -the Roman armies the Christians
recognized the sign and knew that the
#¥fateful day was at hand; and when for
*7a fime the siege was suddenly lifted
© and the armies retired, the believers
heeded the warning and fled to safety.
Watching the signs of the times and
" being ready, they were delivered when
- the day of desolation came a few years
fater. Even so are we to watch the
signs of our own times that we may
escape the things coming upon the
earth, and “stand before the Son of
man.”

Having foretold the destruction of
Jerusalem and the desolations that
would attend it, Christ's prophetic dis-
course answered the second part of the
disciples’ question, ** \Vhat shail be the
sign of thy coming. and of the end of
the world?” The prophet Daniel had
foretold a time of great tribulation that
was to come upon the church, with
persecution of the saints of God
through long, dark centurics until the
time of the end. The Saviour's pro-
phetic vision reviewed this Inng period.
“Then shall be great tribulation,” he
said, “ such as was not since the begin-
ning of the world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be.” But for the elect’s sake,
he said, for the sake of the Lord's peo-
ple and the cause of truth on earth,
those days were to be shortened. LEven
so the rise of the reform movement of
the sixteenth centurv, and the setting
free of the \Word of God, cut short the
days of trihulation, aml bronght the
Jawn of the era of light and knnwledge
that was to come with the time of the
end. Dan. 12:4.

Next the Saviour's prophecy beging
10 deal with the signs by which befiev.
ers may know when the end is draw-
ing near. That no false theories of 2
secret cotaing of he Lord or of a
quict hreaking of a millennium oty earth

- in the sum, and

might deceive those who are awakened
to watch, the Saviour first of a)l de-
scribes the manner of his coming and
warns against teachings that were to
arise in the {ast days advocating a mys-
tical, secret second advent:-—

The Wasning — Chelet's Coming Visibls to AR

“Then if aa' man shali say unto you,
Lo, here is Christ, or there: believe it
not, For there shall arise false Christs
and false prophetrs. and shall show great
signs and wonders; Insomuch that, if it
were possible
they shall de-
ceive the ve
elect.  Beliol
T have told you
before. Where-
fore if they
shall say unto
you, Behold, he
18 In the des-
ert; g0 not
forth: behold,
he is in the se-
cret chambers;
believe it not.
For as the
lightning com-
eth out of the
east, and shin-
eth even wnto
the west; so
shall also  the
coming of the
Son of man
be™ Mart 24:
23-27. .
Hastily. in
few words, let
us review the

prophetic out-

ing. .
to catch the
true signals as
carpestly as
the mariner
strains the
cye to read
surely the
shore beacons
on a dark
night. The
signs  canmot
fail us, for
Christ said: —
“And there
shall be signs

in the moon,
and in the stars; and upon the earth dis-
tress of nations, with perplexity; the 2ea
and the waves roating ; men's hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be
shaken. And then shail they see the Son
of man comning in a cloud with power and
great glory, And when these things bexin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your beads: for your redemption draw-
eth nigh” Luke 21;25-28

He that hath eyes to sce, let him see

these signs of his coming Lord: —

1. Sigus in the heavens,

“Immediately after the tribulation of
those days [the {\ro]nlwlic time of triby-
lation reaching through the Dark Ages)
shali the’sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars
shali fall from heaven” Matt, 24:20.

These signs began to appear at the
appointed time, ! immediately after the
tribulation of those days.”

“The Sun Shall Bo Darkened *

On May 19, 1780, came the woniler-
ful darkening of the sun, kuawn in the
list of unexplained phenomena as * the
dark day " ai 1780, Thoughtfnl hearts
were impressed that the wmysterious
darkening of the sun was a sign from
heaven. I a sermon preached by the
Rev. Elam Potter, on May 28 of that
same year, refcrence was made to the
aceurrence as follows: —

AND ‘SABBATH .

©Then, 8 i our toxt, the sun was dark.
eted; such . darkness
nfver known before since the erucifixion
of our Lord. People ket their work in

the house and in the field; travelers:

stopped;  schools hroke wp at eleven
o'clock; ple lighted candles at noom-
day: and the fire shone as at night.—
*The Coming King,” page 114.

The note of solemnity is caught in
the foliowing from the yprocecedings of
the Connecticut Hoose of Representa-
tives, which adjonrned when the great
darkness came on. A Mr. Davenport
rose in his place: urging that the ses-
sion o ptinne ;] —

Mr. Speaker, it is either the day of
judgment, ar it is not. I it is not, there
s no need of adjourning. T£ it is, [ de-
sire to he found doing my duty, move
that candles be brought. and that we pro-
ceed to business.

" And the Moon Shall Not Give Her Ligtt™

That old-time sermon by Dr. Potter
says of the night following the dark
day: " The moon, though in the full,

THE FALLING STARS

gave no light, as in our text.”” R. M.
Devins, in the work ” Our First Cen-
tury,” says: —
¢ gdarkness of the following evenin,

The dark f the following ing
was probably as deep and dense as eter
had been observed since the Almighty
first gave birth to light: it wanted only
palpability to rewder it as extraordinary
as that which overspread the land of
Egypt in the sdays nf Moses.

“And the Stars Shall Fali From Heaven'

Years passvd, and men’s hearts were
stitred as ey stcdied the Word and
saw that the great historie prophecies
taught that the coming of the Jord was
drawing near. In Furope and in Amer-
sca there was a revival of the preaching
of the atlvent ilea. Thousamls of min-
isters of all denominations saw that the
doctrine of Christ’s scennd coming was
to be emphasized. Just here came an-
ather great sign to cause men Lo give
heed to the significance of passing
events, On Nowv. 13. (¥33. cane tle
thrildling thisplay of falling stars, which
is listed as nne of the remarkable phe-
nomena of the astrasomical  stary.
I'rofessor (Mmsted, of the astronamiceal
departruent of Yale College, wrote: —

Those who were so fortunage as b,
witness the exhibition of shouting stars
on the morning of Nov. 13, N33, prob-
ably saw the greatest display of eclestial
lireworks that has ever been sinee the

kness as was prohably |

creation of the world, by bt Teast withiin
the annals 'envnedr{&?!:em;”ﬁ o‘fv hi:-"

-tory. . . . The extent of the shower of

1513 was such as to cover no incongider-
ahble part of the earth’s wurface.” From
the middle of the Atlantic on the cast o
the Pacific on the west, and from the
northern coast of South .\ineriea to un-
defined regions amoug the British pos-
sessions on the north. tihe exhibition was
visible, and everywhere presented nearly
the same appearance. i

Tt was indeed such a picture as that
described among latter<lay events by
John in the Revelation: —

" .And the stars of heaven fell unto the
earth, even as & fig tree casteth her up-
timely figs, when she is shaken of a
mighty wind.” Rev. 6:13.

Over the whole Atlantic coast. from
New England to the South, men wit.
ntessedd what one writer describes as the
greatest spectacle “ever beheld by
man;” and an observer living at the
time in Georgia wrote: " Everybody
felt that it was the judgment, and that
the end of the world had come.” Rather
was it a signal that the hour of God's
judgment was drawing near at hand:
for very clearly the Scriptures tell us
that the time of the last generation is
to be the judgment hour in heaven.
Every case comes in review as the
records of heaven are opened both of
the living and of the dead: for when
Christ contes the judgment has already
determined to all eternity who are the
righteous and who are the wicked.
These signs, therefore, were to warn
men to prepare for the judgment lour,
and to arouse the church of Christ to
do the work that must be done in pro-
claiming the gospel message just be-
fore the end.

2. Signs in the social and industrial
world.

."And upon the earth distress of na-
tions, with perplexity; ., . men's hearts
failing them for fear, and for laoking
after those things which are coming on
the earth.” Luke 31:25, 26.

The prophet Tames describes latter
day conditicns with a warning to the
carcless rich, and 2 warning also to
the laborer and the poor not to be
drawn into strife and contention for this
world’s possessions while the judg-
ment hour is passing in heaven above
and the righteous Judge is at the
oor: —

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and
how! for your miseries that shall come
upon you. Your riches are corrupted.
and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your
gold and silver ia cankered; and the rust
of them shall be a witness against you,
and shall eat yonr Hesh as it were fire.
Ye have heaped treasure together for the
last days, Behol, the hire of the Jalor-
ers who have reaped down your fields,
whielt is of you kept back by frand, cri-
eth: and the crics of thean which lave
reaped are entered into the ears of the
Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleas-
ure on the earth, and been wanton: ye
have nourished vour hearts, as in the day
of slaughter, e have condemned and
killed the just; and he doth not resist
vou. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto
the coming of the Lord. Behold, the hus-
hamlman waiteth for the precious fruit
of the earth, and hath long patience for
it. il he receive the early and iatter
rain.  Be ve also patient: stablish your
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draw-
eth pigh.  Grudige not one against an-
other, hrethiren, lest ye be covdemned:
behold, the Juwdge standeth before the
v lumes 5019,

It is well known that some of the
nations of Furope have felt that only
a plunge intn war conld for the moment
head the dissensions due to social dis-
content ane industrial strife. Yet war
can but intensify the conditions, and
frapoverish thie survivors, Dut a few
vears ago Lord Avebury, helter known
as Sir John Lubbock. discussing b
imnevesiching of the Furopean coun-
trics hy preparatinn for war, said in
the " Review of Toternationalism: "—

The religion ut Furope s mt Chris
darity, but the worshin of the goud of

war, , . . Unless somvcihiug is e, the
cordition of the poor in Burape will grow
worse and worse, e is o use <husting
anr eves, Revelntion may not eome snan,



net probably in onr time, but éatle ir will,’
ard 3s sure as fate there will be an ex-
plosion such as the world has sever sevh:

Mr. Frederick Townsend Martin, of
New York, wrote an earnest warning
concerning these conditions, in Hearst's
Magazine for September, 1913  Ad-
dressing his words to the ™idle rich,”
he said:—

The Romans were overconfident, and
they were swept from the earth. The
French overdid the thing, and rivers of
blood flowed. The English again an
again have forced the workers ttito open
rebellion,  All countries, including ours,
seem ripe for revolution.

Fifty years ago there was scarcely a
voice of protest; indeed, there was hardly
anything to protest against, Twenty-five
years ago the protest was clear and dis-
tinct, and we understood it. Ten years
ago the protest found expression in a
dozen weekly publications; but today the
protest is circulated ot by hundreds or
thousands of printed copies of books,
gamphlets, magazines, and newapapers,
ut actually by the million.

This propaganda of protest has its
daily papers that are distinctive and pub-
lished for that purpose, and that purpose
only. It has its magazines and tens of
thousands of weekly papers. Onlv a fool

. sneers at such 3 volume of publicity as
s that .,

The w:amings that hundreds of us are

; it mean? It meshs that
the time of the prophecy has come: and.
while the nationg are preparing for the
final conflict, the message of the gospel
of peace must reach the yet unevan-
gelized peoples in all the dark portions
of the carth. About 22,000 missionarics
are in the field, and many thousands of
trained native -converts are spreading
the Word of God. This remarkable de-
velopment has come in our time, and is
a fulfillment of prophecy. .

The last century has been a century
-of missionary activity, culminating in
a truly world-wide work_in our own
time, Century after century passed
after these prophecies were uttered, and
the world saw no such movement. But
with the coming of the latter days we
have seen just such » worid-wide gospel
‘movement as the prophecy demands for
the time of the last generation.

The last phase of this gospel work,
according to the vision given John in
the Revelation, was to be the rise of 2
movement proclaiming the soen coming
of the Lord, declaring the hour of God's
judgment come, and calling all men—
in Christendom as well as in heathen-
dom —to take their stand upon the

RS
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matidments of God, “and the faith- of

Jesun” . .

Read the plain and graphic descrip-
tion of the movement in Rev. 14:6-14,
ending with the coming of Christ in
the clouds of heaven.

When the time of this generation
came, this special gospel movement of
the prophecy arose; and the special re-
form message of the prophecy is being
carried swiftly to all the world today.
We thank God for what all the great
missionary societies are doing to spread
the gospel of Christ's kingdom, But
the “ sure word ” demands that in these
last times there shall be this special
closing proclamation of the “ everlast-
ing gospel:” for when this gospei of
the kingdom has reached ail peoples
with its call to preparc to meet the
Lord, the day of human probation
closes; then quickly must come the loos-
ing of the four winds, the great battle
of the day of God Almighty, the quak-
ing of the earth, the coming of the
Lord, the destruction of sin, and the
eternal salvation of all who have put
their trust in God and have put away
their sins through faith in Jesus Christ.

Wil cowsd apein,” Presive youints.
wyself; ihat where 1 am, there :., way be
~alp.” Jobn'j4:2, 3 - - -

2. What part will the angels have
in this event?

“And he shail send his angels with a
great sound of & trumpet, and rhey shall
gather his ¢lect from the four “winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.”
Matt. 24: 31,

t3. What takes piace at the sounding
‘of the trumpet?

“For the Lord himsclf shall descend
from heaven w'th a shout, with the voice
of the Archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first.” t Thess, 4:10.

14. What is done with the righteous
living?

“Then we which are alive and remain
shall be canght up together twith thew i
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
1 Thess. 4:17.

15. What change will then take place
in both the living and the sleeping
saints?

“We shall not all slecp. but we shatl ull
be chunged, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound. and the dead shall
bf raised incorruptible, and we shall he

*..  uttering may be ignored. e

changed. For this corruptible must put

q
“% "ing may go on, the vulgar bacchanalia
. r:agy be ‘prolonged, the poor may have to
¢’ writhe under the iron heel of the iron
lord —the dance 6f death may go on
until society’s “ E” string snaps, and then
. the Vesuvius of the underworld will belch
- forth its lava of .death and destruction.
) Anarchy may reign for a period, values
- may be cast aside, reason may be flung to
the winds, ard history may reepact one
of its red dramas: then out of the chaos
and disorder will come as there always
,-has come 2 new socicty.

But this time, we know by the sure
word of prophecy. there will come, not
a new order of things on earth, but the
utter end of this wicked, warring world,
.with the destruction of sin and sinners.

¥ 3. Signs tn the political world—~.the
drming of the nations. .. WLy

A
F?}\. :in “heaven, according to the view of
ithe prophet, he saw the nations rousing
to the strife, and heard voices in heaven
COPINGT — L% 2w L BT e e
Y« And the natlons were angr{v, and ﬂg
wrath is come, and the time of the-dead,
that they should be judged” Rev. 11:18
 The prophet Daniel describes this
judgment scene in heaven that closes
. Christ’s ministry before his second com-

_ing. (Sec Dan.7:9,10.) This investi-
" gative judgment begins with the dead,
reviewing every case as recorded in the
books above, and closing with the cases
of the living. While this solemn work
is proceeding in the heavenly temple, on
earth the nations are angry, prepating
war, as the prophet Joel long ago said;
waking up the mighty men, cven the
weak saying, I am strong: beating plow-
shares, or the products of the field, into
swords. This is the picture that proph-
ecy gives of the last days. And the
prophecy says also that while the na-
tions are’ fulfilling this word, multi-
tudes of the thoughtless and the un-
prepared will be crying. " Peace and
safety,” and talking about beating
swords into plowshares and learning
war no more.  All through this genera-
tion we have seen these prophecies ful-
“lling before our eyes, and now the
carth fairly shakes with the shock of
titanic combat. Events are hastening
on to the end.

4. The most joyful sign~— the gospel
message to the world.

Surest and brighiest and gladdest”
<ign of all of the coming of the Lord is
e world-wide missionary movement,
sending the light shining iho " cvery
dark corner of the cartli. Christ’s own
waord declared : —

*And this gnspe! of the kingdom shall
te preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unte all nations; ol then. shall the
end come.” Mats, 23014,

«As the hout of God’s judgment camenni=

:v):‘., ‘t? —.\‘ N -t i
1y, War promise did Christ make
concerning his coming? >

“Let not yotr heart be troubled : {e be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not 30, I would have told you [
go to J)repare a place for you. And if [
go and prepare a place for you, / will
come agam, and rective you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.”
John 14:1-3

2. To whom is salvation promised
at Christ’s appearing?

“So Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many: and wnto them that
look for him shall he appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.” Heh.
9:28,

3. Following the signs of his com-
ing, what did CArist say would take
place? -

“And then shall they sec the Som of
man conting m a cloud with power and
greal giory.” Luke 21:27.

4. Has the exact time of Christ’s
coming been revealed?

“Rut of that day and honr knonweth no
mun, nu, not the angels of heaven, hut
my Father only.” Mast. 24:36.

5. In view of this fact, what does
Christ tell us to do?

“Watch therefore: for ye know not
what hour your Lord ‘doth come”
Verse 42.

Munner of Christ's Coming

6. At his ascension, liow did the
angcls say Christ would come again?

* And when he had spoken these things,
while they heheld. he was taken up: and
u cloud recesved him ont of their sight.
And while they looked stearifastly toward
heaven as he went up. hehold, two men
sthod by them in white apparel; which
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ve gazing up into heayen? this same
lesus, which is taken up from you inte
heaven, shall so came in like pranner as

2. A Bible Study

ye have secn Rim go inte heaven” Acts
1:9-18

Nore——When Jesus was taken up into
heaven, he left his disciples, visibly and
in person, “and a cloud received him out
of their sight.” So alto, according to
this promise, when he comes the second
time he will come visihly and in person,
and seated upon the clouds of heaven;
for, said the angels to his disciples, “ This
same Jesus, which is taken u‘) from you
into heaven, shall 36 come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

7. How did Christ himself say he
would come?

“For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with bis angels.”
fatt. 16:27. “ Then shall all the tribes
of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds o
heaven twith power and great glory.”
Matt, 24:30. “ For whosvever shall he
ashamed of me and of my words, of him
shall the Son of man be ashamed. when
he shall come in his own glory, and in
his Fother's. and of the holy angels”
Luke g:26.

8. How many will see himx when he
comes?

* Rehold, he cometh with clouds: and
every eye sholl sée him, and they also
which pierced him.” Rev. 1:7.

0. What wonderfu] demonstration
will accompany the Lord's coming?

*The Lord himself shall descend from
heaven icith a shont. ;vith the voice o}
the Archanacl, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
tirst.”* 1 Thess. 4: 16,

to. How visible is his coming to be?

“For as the lightning cometh out of
the east, anel ~hineth cven unto the west:
so shall alsn the coming of the Son of
man bet Matt 24527,

The Object of Bis Coming

11. For what purpese did Christ say

he would come again?

“1 go to prepare a place for you, And
if 1 we and prepare a place for you, /7

on incorruption, and this mortal must put
on fmmortality” 1 Cor. 15:5T-33.
Ha Wil Come for His Own

“And they shall be minc. sajth the
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make
up my jewels.” Mal 3:17.

He comes not as a thief in the sensc
of stealing in stealthily and quietly
upon the world and purloining goods
to which he has no right. But he comes
to take to himself his dearest treasure,

" his sleeping and living saints, whom he
has purchased with his own precious
blood, whom he has wrested from the
power of death in fair and open con-
flict, and for whom his coming will be
no less open and triumphant.” Tt wilf
be with the brilliancy and splendor of
the lightning as it shines from the east
to the west. Matt. 24:27. It will be
with a sound of a trompet that shall
pierce to earth’s lowest depths, and with
a mighty voice that shall wake the
sainted sfeepers from their dusty beds.
Matt. 24: 31, margin; t Thess. 4:16.

‘We Must Be There

We must bask in the smiles of God, to
whom we have become reconciled, and
sin no more; we must put off the rent
garments of our warfare. for the white
robes of triumph, and feel that the con-
ftict is ended and the victory gained:
we must exchange the toil-worn, dusty

. girdle of our pilgrimage for the glori-
ous vesture of immortality. and feel
that sin and the curse can never more
pollute us. O day of rest and trinmplt
and every good. delay not thy dawning!
Let the angels at once be sent to gather
the elect. Let the promisc Le fulfilled
which bears in its train these matchless
glories. ”

“EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS.”
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