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wveyed to us-in the press announcements

ik AN A
foxoox, Oct. 3o~ A dispatch to the Ex-

change Telegraph Company from Rome
s: L

& battle between Turkish and Russian fleets

ave been great manifestations in
Damascus, in Asiatic Turkey, in favor of

,+:a war against Christians, and especially
“wgainst Great Britain, according to a dis-

patch from Athens.

Turkey’s action seems to make it proh-
able that the area of conflict may be greatly
widened and the issues complicated. The
English papers recognize that the addition
of Turkey to the belligerent forces prob-
ably will prolong the war and increase its

‘horrors,

" Commenting- on this news, the two
great foreign papers of New York, dia-
metrically opposed in their views of the
European war, united in describing the
entry of the leading Moslem power into
the struggle as marking a crisis indeed in
Turkish history: —

“Sick Man of Europe” Makes
His Last Stand
It is the last defense of the * sick man of
Europe ” of his dominions. 1f it fails, Rus-
sia will have the Dardanelles and the Hel-
lespont.— Staats-Zeitung (German), Octo-
ber 31

Detuded, . . . Turks Rush to

i Suicide

Turkey is running to suicide, and the
European war, already formidable, extend-
ing from neighbor to neighbor, will soon
involve fourtectn nations. . . . he worst
calamity in the history of the world.—
Courrier des Etats-Unis (French), Octo~
ber 31, .

If it should prove to be really Turkey's
“last stand” in Europe, all must recog-
nize that it means a lang step toward
the dissolution of the Ottaman Empire in
Asia. And if cvents rush on to the an-
nililation of this puwer,— which the
French paper declares now to be * run-
ning to suicide,” — what then? In the
light of the “sure wotd of prophecy ”
it is clear that the end ol the Ottoman

. M} By W. A, Spicsr

"It i feborte'd ‘from Constantinople that *

THE BOSPORUS, BY CONSTANTINOPLE

Turkey and the War

THE EASTERN QUESTION‘IN PROPHECY
" - WHAT COMES WHEN TURKEY FALLS?

TRY Lt et oy : \

Té \certa'inty‘__‘that 2 new element had . fEmf)ité will mark the end of human prob
M feen \’nie&ed into the great war was con: !

Bation, the gathéring of the nations to
the final Armageddon, and then the sec-

-ond advent of our Lord in power and

glory, coer
‘T“Watch . . . for Ye Know Neither the
. Day sor the Hour"

There is to be-no setting of dates for
the end of this age or for the coming of
the Lord. * Of that day and hour,” said
Jesus, “knoweth no man, no, not the
angeis of heaven, but my Father only,”
Matthew 24:36. This is not the time,
nor is this the subject, for human spec-
ulation or predictions. Rather, let the
clear outlines of the prophecy be placed
alongside the plain facts of history. By
the prophetic scriptures — “ whereunto
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place”"—
we are to know the nearness of the time,
and be watchful and ready, saved from
every sin when probation closes just be-
fore Christ appears. The Lord expects
us to study his Word and watch for
the evidences of the near approach of the
last day:~—

“ But of the times and the seasons, breth-
ren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly that the das
of the. Lord <o cometh as a thief in the
night. For when they shall say, Peace and
safety: then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a2 woman with
child: and they shail not escape. But ye,
hrethren, are nat in darkness, that that day
should overtake vou as a thief.” ) Thessa-
lonians 5:1-4

Historic Prophecies That Deat With the
Eastern Question

The Eastern Question, as everybody
knows, involves the question of dominion
or political supremacy in the regions aof
the Near liast, International politics of
Europe have largely revolved arowmt
this question for »ore than a century.
Thig gquestion of supremacy in Syria aned
Palestine ami the whole region of the
eastern Mediterranean was an ancient
problem alsn.  Maspero, historian of an-
cient civilizations, says: —

Some countrics seem” destined  from
their origin to hecome the hattle fiekls of
the comtending nations. , ., The nations

around are eager for the possession of a
country thus asituated. . .. From remote
antiquity Syris was in the condition just
described. Br its position it formed a kind
of meeting place, where most of the mili-
tary nations of the ancient world were
bound sooner or later to come violemly
ir;'to collision.—" Struggle of the Nations)”
chap, 1.

It is not strange therefore that one of
the great outlines of historic prophecy
should deal with events centering around
this pivotal region. The prophecy of

. Daniel 11 does so, outlining the course

of history from the ancient times to the
final solution of the Eastern Question
amidst the scenes of the end.

It was in the third year of Cyrus, king
of Persia (Daniel 10:1), that the angel
revealed the order of events to the
prophet. Let us put prophécy -and his-
tory together: — '

ProprECY —" Now will 1 show thee the
truth, Bchold, there shail stand up yet
three kings in Persia: and the fourth shall
be far richer than they ali: and by his
strength through his riches he shall stir up
all against the realm of Grecia.” Daniel
112, .

Histomv.— The three kings following
Cyrus were (1) Cambyses, (2) Smerdis.
3) Dasrius; and the fourth, Xerxes, was

far richer than they all.” He had the
treasures of his father, Darius, who was
called the “merchant” or “hoarder” by
his own people, and Xerxes gathered stores
of wealth in addition and by his wealth he
was able to ¢ stir up all,”” an army of mil-
lions, to invade Grecia. The Greek poet.
Eschylus, who himself fought against the
Persians, wrote of Xerxes' mighty host: —
" And myriad-peopled Asia’s king, a battle-

eager lord,
From utmost east to utmost west, sped on
his countless horde.”
" Perse,” 80.

T

THE PRINCE OF PEACE — THE

Xerxes failed: and the Persian in-
vasion Jed the Greeks to determine to
await their turen against Persia, The at-
tack of Grecia upon Persia, led by Alex-
ander the Great, being the next great
world event, the prophecy passes next to
(irecia: ~—

PropHECY.—~" And a mighty king sh':m
stand up, that shall rule with wreat domin-
ton, and d according to ‘his will,  And
when be shall stand up, his kingdom shall
he lirnken, and shall e divided woward the
fonr winds nf' heaven; and not ta his pos-
terity,”  Daniel 1i: 3 3. '

History.— Alexander the Great stood up
and ruled with great dominion, over a
kmgdom stretching from India to Grecia,
with kings g:t farther west sending em-
bassies to bylon to make submission.
But in the height of his power, as the
prophecy suggests, he was suddenly cut
down by death. Al his posterity perished,
and out of the struggles of his generals for
supremacy came (30f B, ¢.) the division of
the empire toward “the four winds,” as the
Ernph_ec,\’ had declared so long before.

awlinson, the historian, says:—

“ A quadripartite division of Alexander's
dominion was recoguized, Macedonin
[west], Egypt [south], Asia Minor [north].
and Syria [siretching eastward beyond the
Euphrates).”—" Sixth Monarchy,” chap. 3.

Next, a rearrangement of these powers
i8 noted; and it is this that gives us the
key to the study of the closing portion of
the long prophetic outline dealing with
events of our own day. The narrative
continues: —

© PropuEcy.—" And the king of the south
shall be strong, and one of his princes . . .
shall he strong above him: . . . his domin-
ion shall be a great dominion.” Verse s.

_Hisrory.— The history testifies that the
king of the south (Egyp1) was strong, un-
der the Prolemies, but one of the four
princes was “ strong above him.” Selcucus,
of Syria and the east, pushed his dominion
northward, subduing most of Asia Minor
and extending his boundary into Thrace,
on the Europcan side, just beyond the ex-
tent of Turkey in Europe today. Hence-
forward, as Mahaffy says: “'there were
threc great kingdoms — Macedonia, Egypt,
Syria — which lasted, each under its own
dynasty, til Rome swallowed them up."—
“AQlexander's Empire” page 89. Thus Se-
leucns took the territory of the north, and
the Syrian power became king of the north,
its empire stretching from Thrace, in Eu-
rope, through Asia Minor to Syria and the
Euphrates. The seat of empire was re-
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woved from the east, and Aantioch, in
nerthern Syrin, beeame the famous capital,
“oner the third cuy of the workl”

The prophicey next foretold in remark-
able detaii the contests between these two
strong powers, the king af the north and
the king of the sonth, The contlict raged
hack aned fortll gl the coming of the
Ramans. The Holy Land was the great
meeting place of the contending armies.
The Encyclopedia ‘Britannica describes
ity —

Dalestine was as of old the battle field
for the king of the uorth and the Xing ol




he ‘south, . » The B
is lost in fts detailam s‘:t’h edition, article
¥ Mocedonion Empire” -~~~

Passing. over these details, and 2l the
history intervening, we must come at
once to the closing portion of the proph-
ecy, which deals with events of the latter
days. Here we find the king of the north
sgain a chief actor, “ at the time of the
end,” in this same region; and when that
power comes to its end, as we shail read

6{ these times '

alamity involving o

tendom, “And the ancient: prophecy. de- '
¢lares that when the king of the north -

comes to his end, it will mean “a time
of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation.” .

What modern statesmen have seen im-
pending, and sought to prevent, the an-
cient prophecy declares will surely come.

“ He shall come to his end, and none
shall help him."

in a moment, it is the signal that the

‘great day of God at last has come.
. . The Warld's Crisis
U Well may we ask, therefore, What
. power in these lost days is the king
;;;l,,of the north? Assuredly it must be the
{ power that holds dominion in the regions
" “of the ancient king of the north of the
.. first part of the prophecy. The divine
o Prophecy named the power by its geo-
, graphical location. That is certain.
When Seleucus, of Syria and the east,
conquered Asia’ Minor and the north,
he became king of the north. Through
! the story of two centuries this Syrian

. Empire ~ that stretched from the regions
~<ghout Constantinople to the Euphrates
4w ig called the king of the north in the
iiforophecy. - ‘Whatever power holds do-
inion over ‘this region of Asia Minor
and Syria must be king of the north in
the language of divine prophecy. And
every reader knows that today Turkey,
the Ottoman Empire, occupies this very
jregion. Today, then, Turkey is the king
of the north, Of the later history and
end of the king of the north, the proph-
ecy says:— o .
~+h4% Tidings out of the east and out of the
north shall trouble him: therefore he shall
,.go forth with great fury to destroy. and
utterly to make away man{. *And he shall
plant the tabernacles of his palace [evi-
dently the seat of government] between
the seas in the glorious holy mountaln; yet
he shall come to his end, and none shall
help him. And at that time shall Michael
stand up, the great prince which standeth
for the children of thy people: and there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that
same time: and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be
found written in the book.” Danie! 11:44,
45% 12: 10,

The opening verses graphically de-
scribe the later history of Turkey to this
day. Disquietude has come by the “tid-
ings out of the east and out of the north.”
Piece by piece the eastern possessions in
the Transcaucasus have been taken away.
And province by province on the north,
the Turkish Empire has been whittled
away. “None shall help him” at the
last, the prophecy says of the king of the
north, It suggests that formerly this
power has had help. For a century it
has been a doctrine of the diplomacy of
western Europe that Turkey must be
maintained. Turkey has heen helped in
crises again and again, especially hy
Gregt Britain, The powers have feared
that the dismemberment of Tutkey would
involve the whole world in war, In one
of his last annual Mansion House
specches, as prewmier of Great Britain,
the tate Lord Salishury said: ~—

Turkey is in that remarkable condition
that it has now stood for half a century,
mainly hecause the great powers of ilie
world have recolved that for the peace of
Christenslom it is necessary that the Otio-
man Empire should stand.

The veteran premicr stated the fear of
mndern statesmen that the fall of Turkey

. A New Tesmment Propbecy

This same time of trouble for the na-
tions is dealt with in a2 New Testament
prophecy; and the end of the Turkish
power is stated to be the signal for the
day of trouble, just as the end of the
king of the north is the signal for it in
this prophecy of Daniel 11. In the six-
teenth of Revelation, the prophet de-
scribes the drying up of “ the great river
Euphrates,” “ that the way of the kings
of the East might be prepared” Reve-
lation 16:12. By the drying up of the
power represented by the river Eu.
phrates, the way is prepared for the
next step - the gathering “ of the whole
world " to “ the hattle of that great day
of God Almighty "— the Armageddon of
the nations.. Verses 14-16.
w"As the Nile stood for Egypt, and the
Tiber for Rome, so in all modern times
the Euphrates has stood for Turkey and
the Moslem empire. Through the cen-
turies since the Turkish invasion of Eu-

‘tionary of Islam™ sayi: e

In" Sursh t:40 fof the Kotin), "one o
the signs of the approach of the last day
will be: “The crier {to prayer] stall cry
from a near place™ (that is, a place from
which all men shall hear). Husain says this
*near place” is the temple at Jernsalem.—
Article * Jerusulem.”

One of the old commentators on the
Koran, Jalaian, is thus saummarized by
Hughes: —

It was at Jerusalem that Jesus ascended
to heaven; and it will be there that he will

again descend. . ., In the last days there
will be a general flight to Jerusaiem —/d.

Despite lack of space, may we add one
more testimony to the importance at-
tached by Islam to the holding of Jeru-
salem? It is from an old Arab commen-
tator and geographer, Mukaddasi (a. b,
985) ; —~ .

As to the excellence of the ¢ity. Why, is
not this to he the place-of marshaling on
the day of judgment; where the gathering
together and the appointment will take

face? Verily Makkah [Mecca] and Al

{adina have their superiority by reason of
the Ka'abah and the Prophet—the bless-
ing of Allah be upon him and his family!
~but, in truth, on the day pf judgment
both cities will come to Jerusalem, and the
excellence of them all will then be united.
~ Le Strange. ** Palestine Under the Mos-
lems,” page 8s.

Modern travelers in Turkey have long
told of the feeling among thoughtful

.Tarkish peaple that the crisis of their

nation is at hand. Thus;—

The Turks themselves seem generally to
be convinced that their final hour is ap-
proaching. . .. “It is kismet. We cannot
resist destiny.” 1 heard words to this ef-
fect from many Turks, as well in Asia as
in Europe.~ MacFarlane’s “ Kismet,” page
409. -
Ancient prophecy and modern supersti-

tion alike point to the return of the Cres-

cent into Asis as an event at hand. . ..
The feeling of a coming catastrophe is so
deeply rooted, and so universal {etc.]).— Sir
Wilfred Blust, * Future of Islam,” page
95.

But a few years ago one of our Sev-
enth-day Adventist missionaries in Con-
stantinople wrote to our Mission
Board: —

Within the past few months gnite a com-
pany of people irom the Transcaucasus dis-

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN 1914

rope reached its crest, that power has
becn dwindling and shrinking, until now
but little reniains to it in Europe. Some
day, according to this prophecy of Reve-
lation, it will be entirely ‘dried up,”
just as the king of the north (of Daniel
11) will “come to his end;” and then,
according to both prophecies, comces the
great day of God.

A Storm Center Round About Jerusslem

In the process of the closing history, as
described in the last verse of Daniel 11,
the king of the north is to * plant the
tabernacles of his palace between the
scas in the glorious holy mountain,”
This suggests the eventual transfer, be-
fore he comes to his end, of the seat of
liis govermmcnt to Jerusalem, or Zion,
which is called * the holy mountain.”
Zechariah 8: 3.

Significant indeed, in view of this
propliecy, is the attitude of Moham-
medans toward Jerusalem. [t is to them
a holy city. And it is the city, even
above Mecea or Medina, arannd . which
the Mohammerlans are to rally at the end
of the world, according to aldest Moham-

trict have come to Ismid,—old Nicomedia,
—bringing all they possess with them,
Some of them possess considerable wealth.
When asked if they were going to settle
in Ismid, they replied that they would set-
tle nowhere Eermanemly at present. They
stated that they had come to he prepared
to go with their leader when he left Con-
stantinople to go to Jerusalem,

No man may foresee just exactly how
events will turn in detail. But the great

“truth rings in our ears like a trumpet

peal: the Eastern Question is hastening
on to its final solution, and its solution
brings the cnd of the world! The
prophecy declares that the fall of the
Turkish power ushers in the end. And
everywhere the newspapers can sce noth-
ing but the hastening of Turkey’s end in
the present struggle. Thus the Washing-
ton Times says, editorially; ~—

There is not the possible chance of Tur-
key ultimarely gaining, however the war
may go. If she allics herself with Ger-
many, and Germany wins, what next? . . .
Turkey will he brushed out of Europe, and
presently  out of existence. . . . On the
atlier hand, what if the allies win? There
will he no more of the weak-kneed Diritish
attitude that in the past has mmbe Down
ing Street chief supporter of the Sick Man,

K 'énmmitimple._ p

R o
fHee: win, &
ot Tur

will mean no

t mcrely’ d ;
¢t in Europe, but-of Tm?key The empire will

be dismembered; perhaps not immediately,
but in the processes of no great period. -
Nov.t,pyg. . - . :

Dispateches from Petrograd give us
the Russian view as follows (Novem-
ber 2):

The Bourse Gazette: “ 1t is Russia's op-
portunity. ‘There is no general combina-
tion of powers such as several times saved
Turkey from final destruction. . . . Russia
accepts the clallenge thrown down, and
marches to the fulfiliment of her destiny.”

The Novoe Vremys (of the day when
Turkey entered the war) : “ That day was
the day of the virtual death of the once
glorious Qttomw Empire,”

Thus before our eyes today events are
taking place of deepest eternal interest.
The war in Europe means a time of
trouble there that we can scarcely con-
ceive of. But the prophecy forewarns
us of the swift approach of that world-
wide “time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation.” No man
may tell the day or the hour or the year,
or the exact course of events in detail.
Iz:lle specalation or appesls merely to ex-
citement are deplorable in these matters
of eternal moment. But every outline
of prophecy in all Holy Scripture eries
to men now, echoing the Saviour's warn-
ing: “ Be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh.”

Let not any sou! say, “ I will wait and
see, and will believe and turn to God
when Turkey comes to its end.” That
means cternal loss; for it plainly appears
from the prophecy of Revelation con-
cerning the drying up or ending of this
power, that when it comes to its end the
day of human probation will already
have passed forever. The end of the
Turkish power (described in Revelation
16: 12) comes after Christ's work as me-
diator for sinners has ceased in the heav-
enly temple. Revelation 15:8, It wilt
then be eternally too fate. Then the sol-
emn words will have been spoken: —

" He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filtby, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, lct him
be righteous still: and he that is holy. let
him be holy still. And, behold, I come
quickly.” Revelation 22: 11, 12.

“ Now is the accepted time,” not then;
*behold, now is the day of salvation.”

Further Investigation

To our readers who desaire to Inveatigmte
further the thritling subjects irented tu this
Eatrn we can cordially recommend the fnl.
lowtog pubdlications; —

Mogazines
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cloth, g1,
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volumen, paper covers, $3.60, :

The nhove.mentioned books are only a tew
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Wz have reached the closing diys of
eurth'’s history. The kingdoms of this
world are soon to become the kingdom
of our Lord and of his Christ. The
exact titne we may hot know. No man
by the prophetic periods can figure out
the day of the Master's coming, but we
may know that his coming is nigh. even
at the doors. And we niay know it as
.assuredly as we may know that summer-
is nigh when the trees begin to put forth
their leaves. Matthew 24: 32, 33.

The heralds of the morning are even
now present. God would leave the world
without excuse. So in the heavens

above; in the earth beneath; in wind and-

wave and ocean’s roar; in the physical,
social, industrial, religious, and political
worlds; in the false religious movements;
in the great prophetic forecasts of the
history of riations,~ in mdny and varied
ways do the Scriptures reveal that the
time of the Lord’s return is near.

" i . Prophecies Polnting to Christ's Coming

" Consider the evidences presented in
the two diagrams accompanying this ar-
ticle. The first’ diagram presents ten

_great prophetic forecasts of a series of

_events which were to take place among

the nations of -men and in connection

"with the church of God. Every proph-

.ecy cited directs attention to the same

,;focal point, and that is the return to this
~eirth of the Lord Jesus Christ. They all
Cindicate that we, are living down in the
&eomparatively little space just preceding
" the coming of the Lord, and that but little
‘more remains to the complete fulfitiment
of the prophetic period bringing us to
e coming of Christ,

% The second outlirie presents the sign

‘;prophecies of the Lord’s return,— proph-
.ecies of conditions which would exist in-
+.the world just preceding the second com-
&;;ing of Christ. These signs are in process
‘Wof fulfillment today. They speak with
wkne voice, ¥ The coming of the Lord
. draweth nigh” "~ < .

*..The Lord in his infinite mercy does not
“Jeave the world in ignorance of this great
© event. He.gave to Noah for his genera-
i, tion a message of the coming flood. He
.*warned Nineveh, through Jonah, of its

coming destruction, He sent John the

- Baptist as a heraid of the first advent

of Christ. He will apprise the world of
the Master's return. Says the prophet
Joel: = ° 7

-~ # Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound
an alarm in my holy mountain: fet all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the
day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at
hand,” Joet 2: 1. >

" The Hour of His Judgment fs Come "’

This message of the Lord's coming is
a judgment message. It proclaims that
the hour of God's judgment is come, and
calls upon men to turn away from the
worship of sin and self and to give their
allegiance to the Creator of the hcavens
and the carth, Says the revelator: —

“And T saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasiing
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him;
for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and ‘the foumains of waters.”
Revelation 14:6, 7.

The warlike attitude of the nations
witl be ene of the conditions associated
with the judgment hour. Says the Word
of divine revelation: —

¢ And the natinns were angry, and thy
wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that iy should be judged, and that thou
diouldest give reward unto thy servants
the prophets, and to the saints, aad them
that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest tlestrny them which destroy the

T earth.” Revelabon 11018,

The great rule of judgment by which
God will iletermine the destinies of men
is the law of ten commandments.  Says
the apostie: —

“ Qo speak ve. and so do, as they ahat
Juall be judged by the law of liberty”
James 222

K G Q‘d‘“’sv ‘Message

By K. M. Wilcas

“The Beventh Duy fs the Subbath of the
" Lord Thy God*

Every principle of this faw of the great
King must be upheld by the divine gov.
ernment. But the study of this holy law
revesls the fact that the majority of pro-
fessed Christians have been unwittingly
trampling underfoot one of its divine pre-
cepts. In place of the Sabbath of the
Lord enjoined by the fourth command-
ment, another day has been substituted,
and the great Christian church has ac-
cepted for ages this substitution. God,
however, has never recognized it. He
established the Sabbath in the beginning.
as a memorial of his creative work, Says
the divine record: — :

“On the seventh day God ended his
work which he had made; and he rested

on-the seventh day from all his work which
he had made, And God blessed the sev-

o 4: 16,
fnstruct the ;
of its observance. Matthew 13:37-12,

And the Master's example in the observe

ance of his holy day was carefully fol-
lowed by his most intimate disciples, who,
after Christ's death, “ rested the Sabbath
day according to the commandment.”
Luke 23:56; 24: 1.

In the same manner the great apostle
to the Gentiles observed the Sabbath of
the Lord. It was customary for him to
worship in the synagogue on the sev-
enth day. Acts 17:1-3. For a whole
year and a half at Corinth he preached
Christ in the synagogue every Sabbath,
persuading both fews and Gentiles, Acts
18: 4, 11, And as he practiced regarding
the Sabbath of the Lord, so he taught.
He Inquires, “ Do we then make void the
law through faith? ” Answering his own
question, he emphatically states: “ God

TIME PROPHECIES OF THE LORD'S RETURN

niel M, 4

Churches. Revelation 1 -

Seals. Revelation 8,6.,
¢ 9.

enth day, and sanctified it: because that in
it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made.” Genesis 2:2, 3

By three distinct acts the Creator set
apart the seventh day as the Sabbath:
1. “ He rested on the seventh day.” -This
constituted it his own rest day. 2. He
“ plessed the seventh day.”” This con-
stituted the seventh dayholy time. 3.

He “sanctified it;” that is, set it apart ~
pa

fot a holy and sacred use, for the use of
mankind.
Christ the Author of the Sebbath

Jesus Christ was the creator of ali
things. Colossians 1:15-18; John 1:1-3.
As Creator he is the author-and Lord
of the Sabbath. Mark 2:27, 28. The
Sabbath stands not only as a memorial
of his great power in the creation of the
material world, but he has made it also
a sign of his recreative power in the
work of redemption. He declares: —

“Verily my Sahhaths ye shall keep: for
It_is & sign Detween me and you through-
out your generations: that ye may know
that T am the Lord that doth sanctity you.”
Exodus 3t:13-17,

The Sabbath a Purt of the Morat Law

When - the Majesty of heaven de-
scended on the blazing peaks of Sinai,
and from the midst of the celestial glory
apoke with an audible voice his divine
law, writing it afterward with his ewn
finger upon the enduring stone, he placed
in the very bosom of this decalogue the
Sabbath commandment. That command-
ment solemnly enjoins the observance of
the seventh day of the week: —

» Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy, Six days shalt thou labor and do alf
thy work: but the seventh day is the Sah-
hatit of the Lord thy : in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy som, nor
thy daughter. thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stran-
ger that is within thy gates: for in six
days the Lord made heaven and carth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabhath day, and hatlowed it” Fx-
adus 20:8-1¢,

Christ sn Observer of the True Sabbath

When the lord came to earth two
thousand years ago, he made no change in
the Sabliath commandment. He declares
with reference to the law and the progh-
etsi—

“Think not that [ am come to destray
the law, ar the prophiets: | am not comeio
destray, but to fulill.  For verily | say
unte you, Till heaven and carth pass, one
jot ar ane tittle shall in na wise pass from
the law, i1 afl be fubilled””  Matthew s
17-tg.

forbid: yea, we establish the law.”
Romans 3: 31. -

By keeping the law no man can carn
salvation, which is the free gift of God
through Christ Jesus,

“For by grace are ye saved through
faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of-works, lest any man
should boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9.

Obedience to Christ’s requirements is
the highest exercise of love on the part
of the believer,

‘When and How the Sabbath Was Changed

The apostle Paul taught that in his day
the mystery of iniquity was already at
work in the church, At a later period
we find this mystery developing into a
great ecclesiastical system which, ignor-

.ing the precepts of the Master, laid ruth-

and  townsjeople, and the oc-
eupation” of ‘sil-trades,” anid the decroe
-0f the Council of Laodices, in A, . 364,
‘ordering’ that © Christians shall not Ju-
duize and be idle on Saturday, but shall
work on that cdy; but the Lord’s Day
they shall especially honor,” gave in-
creased impetus to first-day observance,
But “ down even to the fifth century the
observance of -the Jewish Sabbath was
continued in the Christian church, but
with a rigor and solemmity gradually di-
minishing until it was wholly discon.
tinued.”—" Ancient Christianity Exem-
plified.” by Lyman Coleman, chapler 26,
But God left not his truth without wit-
ness in the earth, for some in every age
have observed the true rest day.

The Final lssue and Test

When we come down to the closing
days of earth’s history, where fulfilling
prophecies clearly show that we are now
living, the Scriptures of Truth indicate
that there will go to the world a great
reform message regarding the law of
God, and particuiarly that part of the
law reifating to the Sabbath command-
ment, That message is now going by
voice and pen to earth's remotest bounds.
The attention of the world is being called
to the downtrodden Sabbath of the Lerd,
which the prophecy represents as the
seal of the living God. Revelation 7:
1-4; Isaiah 56:1-8,

At the same time the Scriptures of
Truth clearly show that in the last dayvs
of earth’s history an earnest effort will
be made through legal enactment to force
Sunday observance upon the consciences
of men. Revelation 13:11-18, We see
a literal fulfiiment of that prophecy in

' the efforts which are now being made tn

secure the enactment of a Sunday law
by the Congress of the United States.
and by the agitation attending this ques-
tion in other parts of the world. But the
Word of God gives positive warning that
those who, after knowing the teaching
of the Scriptures, ruthlessly reject the
Sabbath of the Lord, disregarding its
holy requirements and giving their alle-
giance to the counterfeit sabbath, shall
receive God's everfasting displeasure,
Revelation 14:6-14.

Walking s» Christ Walked

This controversy over the Sabbath of
the Lord will prove a test of character
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less hands upon the law of God, and tore
from it the holy rest day, substituiing in
its place a sabbath of its own creation.

These changes were brought about
slowly. During the early centuries both
the seventh and the first day of the week
were observed by the Christian clurch.
Sunday was cclebrated at first as an ordi-
nary chiurch festival, the sawe as Good

Friday, Christmas, etc, making appeal -

for support to ecclesiastical authority,
and not to Scriptural injunction, indeed,
to Scriptural ambority it conld not ap-
peal, for nowhere in the Bilile is the first
day of the wuek called a sabbath or a
holy day. or its oliservance enjoined by
precept or example. [ Opposition to
Judaism.”* says the historian, a desire to
gain favor with their heathen neighhors,
with motives of expediency and patriot-
ism, ied to the exaltation of the festival
dedicaterd by the heathen world to the
veneration of the sun, in the place of the
true Sabbuth, .

The decree of Constanting, in A, b, 327,

to every heliever. Dear reader, on which
side of this controversy will you stand?
Will you obey the law of the Lord Jesus
Chlirist by following his example in keep-
ing lioly the day which he has ordained,
or will you give your allegiance to the
counterfeit sabhath which has been set
up in the place of the Sabbath of the
Leed? How will you standl when your
case is called in the great judgment, and
yonr life is compared with the divine
law? Read Fcclesiastes 12:13, 14
This is not a quiestion werely of theoleg-
jcal difference and discussion. 1t is a
question of abedience to our Lord and
Master. He says, * If ye Jove me, keep
my commandments””  Tohn 14:135.

" Tle that saith fie abideth in him ought
himsclf also so to walk. even as he
walked.” £ John 2:6. Let us show our
love for the Lord Christ, who died that
we might live, by watking in his foot-
steps and doing as he did when he lived
ampug men,  To us as to his disciples of
old he savs, ¥ Follow me”
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THE MEANING OF THIS WORLD WAR

rmageddon

By G, M. S8now

WhaAT is the meaning of this cataclysm
of the nations? What means the beat-
ing of this flail of death on the quivering
flesh of civilization? I8 it only a step in
human evolution? [Is it the wreck of
civilization? Is it the long-expected
Armageddon of Biblical prophecy?

Yesterday this world was a neighbor-
hood: today it is a slaughterhouse, a
charnel house, a cycione, a cemetery.
Yesterday there was comparative peace
and prosperity, confidence, friendly inter-
course, and kindly ministration; today
there is turmoil and famine, distrust,
hatred, malevolence, ruin, dismay, and a
mutual desire to injure and to kill. Does

" it mean nothing to this race but the

changing of a few rulers and the making
of new boundary lines?

It means much more. Civilization as
a guarantor of peace has proved itself a
broken reed. The hand that feaned upon
it has-been pierced by it: and the inno-
cent victims of that trust are watering
the storm-swept soil with their tears and
their blood. - )
" Prophecy of the Peace and Safety Cry

Centuries ago this world was warned
that a_time would come when the cali to
war would go ringing through the earth,
and the nations would respond.

Certain religious leaders have been
teaching. the world for ‘years that we

 were soon to enter upon & millennium

of peace. They have deluded themselves
and their hearers with the belief that
some of the wishes of the human heart

. are the very oracles of God. They have
wanted wars to cease, and have declared
" that they would cease, God has recorded

their declarations; and then they have

- declared that God’s record of their dec-’
~laration in this matter was God's own

declaration to the human race of what

‘he purposed should be. This utterance

from Isaiah they have thus interpreted:

#.%“And he [God] shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and
they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks:
nation shall not lift np sword against na-

- tion, neither shall they learn war any
. more,” Isaxgh 2.4 .

It is essential that we know who is
saying this. The verse immediately pre-
ceding the one quoted reads:-—

+ “And many peopie shall %\o and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we wil] walk in his paths: for out of
Zion shail go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

Who says it? —“ Many people.” And
they are saying it now. And what else
are they saying? — That " they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hocks;" and that
“nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.” When are they saying it? The
second verse of the same chapter tells us
that “it shall come to pass in the last
days,” ete.

Then “in the last days” we are to
hear much tatk of an cpoch of peace,
tranquillity, and prosperity; tmuch talk
of regulating all human donduct by divine
tatv; much talk of the church regulating
«It the affairs of the world ; much talk of
the speedy and perpetual elimination of
war from the activities of this world, If
we had no other proof that we are living
in the last days, present-day facts ful-
flling that prophecy would be proof
enough, That scripture describes our
times, and our times fulfill that scripture.

Now what is the truth of the matter?

_In the same chapter we learn what the
< true conditinns will he in the last days.
" It partrays a condition of terror in the

world: —

“Fater into the rock, and hide thee in
the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the
glory of his maiesty.  The Iofty looks of
man shall he nmided, and the harehtiness
of men shiall be braeed dawn, aml the Lol
alone shall be ealted in that day,  For

the day of the Lord of hosts shail be upon
every one that is ?roud and lofty, and upon
every one that is lifted up; and fie shall be
brought low. , .. And they shall go into
the holes of the tocks, and into the caves
of the eanh} for fear of the Lord, and for

the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth
to shake terribly the earth.” Isaish 2:
10-21,

A very different condition of things is
this from the condition which “many
people " are looking for: but that serip-
ture agrees perfectly with what our Sav-
iour himself declared would be. He
said:

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the carth distress of nations, with perplex-
ity; the sea and the waves roaring: men's
hearts failing them for fear, and for look-
ing after those things that are coming on
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall
be shaken. And then aha_ﬂ they see the

What the Lord says the people will
be saying: * They shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks.”

Son of man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory.” Luke 2t:25-27.

We have seen the signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars. \We are seeing the
distress of nations and their perplexity;
and men's hearts are today trembling
with fear because of what they see and
liear, But the Saviour declares that this
condition is to be followed by his coming
in the clouds of heaven. He makes no
provision for an epoch of peace. Instead
he tells us of a time when —

“the kings of the earth, and the princes,
and the chief captains, and the rich, and the
strong, and every hondman and freeman,
hid themselves in tie caves and in the rocks
of the mountaing; and they say to the
mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us,
and hide us from the face of him thar sit-
tcth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: for the great day of thexlr
wrath is come: and who is able to stand?’
Revelation 6: 15-17,

No Epoch of Peace

There is no promise there of an epoch
of peace and safety. [t is a time of dis-
tress and perpiexity and fear and terror,
and it leads right into the coming of the
Son of God, the destruction of the
wicked wid the reward nf the righteous.
We have another divine word in refer-
ence to these conditions: —

“For vourselves know perfectly that the
day of (he Lord so cometht as & thief in

the night.  For wheo they shall say, Peace
amd safery s shen sudden destruction enimeth

4 comes ‘when they
are saying, * Peace and safety.” They
have been saying, “ Peace and sufety,”
in all parts of the world during the last
few years. They have held peace con.
gresses, and have dedicated a imagnificent
palace to that idea. Every nation had
armed itself to guarantee peace; and then
a besom of destruction was turned loose
upon the world. Millions of men sprang
to arms--and the arms were ready.
Men forgot that they were armed to
guarantee peace; and they began to fight
one another like wild beasts, and to die
like herds of cattle driven to the slaugh-
ter. Surely therc was no peace, but sud-
den and terrible destruction,

Is This Armageddon?
" The people of, this world, in spite of
the “ peace and safety " cry, have a sort
of vague and shadowy idea of a great
battle that is to be the last battle of this
world, and they have heen taught to be-

What the Lord says the people will
be doingt “Beat your plowshares into

swords, and your pruning hooks into

lieve that when it has been fought, there
will be no more war; but that the king-
doml of God will be quietly established
in the world, and tranquillity and peace
will rule supreme, Of the battle of Ar-
mageddon the Bible speaks thus:—

" And I saw coming out of the mouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mowth of the faise
prophet, threc unclean spirits, as it were
irogs ; for they are spirits of demons, work-
ing signs; which go forth unto the kings
ofg the whole world, to gather them to-
gether unto the war of the great day of
God, the Almighty. . .. And they gathered
them together unto the place which is calied
in Hebrew Ifar-Magedon.  Revelation 16:
13-16, American Revised Version,

The spirits of demons are, according
to God's Word, the actuating agencies in
stirring up the awful spirit of strife
which culininates in the battie of the
great day of God, the Almighty — Arma-
geddon,  The demons are busy. and
are gathering in the nations onc by one
to the great swirling vortex of mutnal
ruin,

Sinee’ Turkey has decided to fling her-
self into thys fray, there is every possi-
hiliny that this territle grapple of the
wations nf tiie world is leading straight
on toward Armageddon. \While Turkey
kept out and the war was confined to
Europe. Arwageddon did tiot scent so
near. That ofd hattie ground of the an-
cient nations is focated in Palestine, at

.

Gt of Mt,"Megiddo, i the plain of

racion, wetth of Jornsatem, dccessible
from north and south and from the sea.
That is to be the gathering place of the
hosts of the nations in the last mighty
battles of this warld, Here is the di-
vinely recarded call that goes out to alt
the nations in that day: —

“ Proclaim ye this among the nations:
prepare war; stir up the mighty men; let
all the men of war draw near, let them
come up, Beat your plowshares into
swords, and your pruning hooks into
spears: let the weak say. I am scrong.

aste ye, and come, all ye nations round
about, and gather yourselves together:
thither cause thy mighty ones to come
down, O Jehovah, Let the nations bestir
themselves, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat; for there will I sit to judge
all the nations round about. Put ye in tﬁe
sickle; for the harvest is ripe: come, tread
ye; for the wine press is full, the vats
overflow: for their wickedness is great.
Muititudes, multitudes in the valley of de-
cision! for the day of Jehovah is near in
the valiey of decision.” ~Joe! 3:9-14.

The meaning of Jehoshaphat is, Je-
hovah does justice. Therefore it is “ the
valiey of decision,” or the valley of

- Jehovalt's judgment. It is a narrow glen

between Mt. Moriah and Mt. Olivet in
Palestine.

Reason for Armageddon

The reason for the assembly of the na-
tions at Armageddon seemis plain when
we consider the Jogical resuit of Tur-
key's entrance into this war. If she is
driven out of Europe and forced out of
western Asia Minor, it would seem she
must withdraw into ‘Palestine. When
Islam and other heathen religionists come
to grips with armed Christendom in the
Holy Land, we shall have Armageddon.
The door is now flung wide open for

" just such a dénonement. And will peace

follow it? — Nay, verily.
“Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, Behold,

“evil shall go forth from nation to nation,

and a great tempest shall be raised up from
the uttermost parts of the earth. And the
stain of Jehovah shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the other
end of the earth: they shall not be la-
mented, neither gathered, nor buried.” Jer-
emizh 25: 32, 33.

At the time of that event that power
known in prophecy as “the king of the
north ” (Daniel 11:40-45) will establish
the seat of its government in Palestine,
and there fling down its final challenge
to the rest of the world. Of that power
it is predicted: —

“ But tidings out of the east and out of
the north shali trouble him: therefore he
shai} go forth with great fury to destroy.
and utterly to make away many. And he
shali plant the tabernacies of his palace be-
tween the seas in the glorions holy moun-
tain; yet he shall come to his ond, and
none shall he!cr him. And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great prince which
standeth for the children of thy peopic:
and there shall be a time of trouble, such
as never was since there was a nation cven
to that same time: and at that time thy
people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book. .And
many of them that slecp in the dust of the
earth shall awake. some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting con-
tempt.” Daniel 11: 44 to Daniel 12:2

That marks the consummation of the
gospel work in the ecarth, the consumma-
tion of the age. It will be a time of ter-
ror for the ungodly and the unbeliever:
but they that put their trust in Jehovah
shall he as Mount Zion that cannot be
noved. Says the apostle: —

“To you that are afflicterd rest with us,
at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from
heaven with the angels of his power in
flamning fire, rendering vengeance to them
1that know not God, and to tlem that ohey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who
shall suffer punishment, c¢ven eternal de-
struction from the face of the Lord amd
from the glory of his might, when he shali
cotte to be gloribed in his saints.” -2 Thes-
salonians t:7-10.

That event is synchronous with the
close of thie battle of Armageddon. Nu
haitles witl be fonght after that, for there
will be no anc teft to fight them. That
closes the listory of this present world,
and leaves the wicked slain upon the
carth and the righteous on their way
with angelic escort to the place of their
reward.
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