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“1 SAW SATAN, AS LIGHTNING, FALL FROM HEAVEN "

God Knows the Best

SomeTME, when all life’'s lessons have heen

And sun and stars forevermore have set,
‘I'he things which our weak judgments here have

T -
The things o’er which we grieved with lashes
t,

wet,
Will flash before us out of life’s dark night,
As stars shine most in deeper tints of hlue;
And we shall see how all God’s plans were right,
And how what seemed reproof was love most
trus,

And we shall see how, while we frown and sigh,
God’s plaus go on as best for you and me;
How, when we called, he heeded pot our ery,
Becauso his wisdom to the end could see.
And even as prudent parents disallow
Too much of sweet to craving babyhood,
8o God, perhaps, is keeping from us now
Life's sweetest things, because it seemeth good.

And if sometimes, commingled with life’s wine,
‘We find the wormwood, and rebel and shrink,
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine
Pours out this potion for our lips $o drink.
If we could push ajar the gates of life,
And stand within, and all God's workings

see, :
We could interpret all this doubt and strife
And for each mystery could find a key. -

was the Son of God, existing with him before the
angels were created; and that he had ever stood
at the right hand of God, and his mild, loving
authority had not heretofore been questioned ; an
that he had giver no commands but what it was
joy for the heavenly host to execute. They urged
that Christ’s recelving special honor from the
Father in the presence of the angels did not de-
tract from the honor that Satan had heretofore
received. e angels wept, They anxiously
sought to move Satan to rencunce his wicked de-
sign and yield submission to their Creator; for alt
had heretofore been

ore and barmony, and
w}y;t?oould oceasion this dissenting, rebellious
voice!

~+i  Warnings Unheeded

Satan refused to listen, And thex'he turned
{rom the loyal-and true angels, denouncing them
as slaves. These angels, true to God, stood: in
amazement as they saw that Satan was success-
ful in his effort to excite rebellion.” He promised
them a new and befter government tgan they
b Sgrihed e puzpoos fo aesept ot
nur eir purpose to accept Satan
ag their l;g;ﬁand chief commander. As he saw
that his advances met with he flattered
himself that he should yet havs all the angels on
his side, and that he would be equal with God-
himself, and his voice of authority would be
heard in commanding the entire host of heaven,
Again the loyal angels warned Satan, and assured
him what must be the consequence if he per-
sisted; that He who could creaté the angels,
could by his power overturn all their authority,
and in some signal manner punish their audacity
and terrible rebellion. To think that an angel
should resist the law of God, Which was as sacred
8a himself!  They warned the rebellious to close

The Fall of Satan.

8aTaN in heaven, befare his yebellion, was a
high and exslted angel, next in honor to God’s

But not todsy. 'Thén be content, poor heart! ,  410ir ears to Satan’s deceptive reaso and
God's plans, like liies puro and white, ul advised Satan, andallwhoi];adb&a;aﬁecwdg by
t4
‘We must not tear the close-shut leaves ‘:& fn g0t Q,ﬁ sndl?oofws wmﬂ‘g af?;
AL oo e o ang | ThOHO. B
ugh patient toil we reac j . Many of Satan's thizers were inclined to
Where tired foct with sandals locse m’yl heédtb};omnselofsyﬂ?;pﬁ) al angels, and repent
rest, . ' of their dissatisfaction, and be again received into
When we shall clearly know and b " the confidence of the Father and his dear Son
1 think that we will eay, “God knew the T mighty revolter then declared that he was
— Selected, . aoquainted with God’s law, and if be should sub-
. it foservile obedience, his honor would be taken
from him. No more would he be intrusted with
his exalted mission. He told them that himself
and they also had now gone toe far to go back,
and he would brave the consequences, for to bow
Mrs. E. G. Whit in servile worship to the Son of God he never
By Mm. E. G. ¢ . would; that God would not forgive, and now they
had been highly exalted; but this did nob call . )
forth fmm'hlﬂlegmmude and praise to his Cren-
tor, He aspired to the height of God himself.

dear Son. His countepance, like those of the
other angols, was rild and expressive of happi-
ness, His forehoad was high and broad, showing
a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his
bearing noble and majestic. A special fnght
heamed in his countenance, and shone around
him hrighter and ore beautiful than around the
ather angels; yet Jesus, God's dear Son, had the
prepminence over all the angelic host, He was
one with the Father before the angels were cre-
ated. Satan was envious of C grad-
ually assumed commsand which devolved on
Christ alone.

God Honors the Son

The great Creator assembled the heavenly host,
that he might in the presence of all the angels
confer special honor upon his Son. The Son was
seated bn the throne with the Father, and the
heavenly throng of holy angels was gathered
around them, The Father then made known
that it was ordained by himself that Christ, his
Son, should be equal with himself; so that wher-
aver was the presence of his Son, it was as his
own presence. The word of the Son was to be
obeyed asreadily as the word of the Father, His
Son he had invested with authority to command
the heavenly host. Especially was his Son fo
work in unjon with himself in the anticipated cre~
ation of the earth and every living tg‘iing that
should exist upon the earth. His Son would

carry out his will and his purposes, but would do
nothing of himself alone. The Fathers wil
would be fulfilled in him,

The Envy of Satan

Satan was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ.
Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to ac-
kmowledge his supremacy and high authority and
rightful rule, Satan bowed with them; but his
heart was filled with envy and hatred. Chrigg
had been taken into the ial counsel of God in

to his plans, while Satan was unscquainted
\;lvith Cha"tnu'ad He k;ilid nu(;l understand, llél;)%lfﬂ‘ gas

e perri to know, the purposes of ut
Christ was acknowledged sgvereign of heaven, his
power and authority o be the same as that of
God himself. Satan thought that be was him-
self a favorite in heaven among the angels. He

shrouding the eternal God, had shone

uponhim, Satan thought how angelshad
his command with pleasurable alacrity. Were
not his garments light and besutiful? Why
should Christ thus be henored before himself?

The Development of the Seeds of
Rebellion

ed, and filled with envy against Jesus
Christ.  Concealing hi . purposes,
sembled theangelichost. He introduced his sub-
ject, which was himself. As one ieved, he
related the preference God had given Jesus to the
neglect of himself, He told them that henceforth
all the sweet, liberty the angels had enjoyed was
at an end. Feor ruler been appointed
over them, to whom they from henceforth must
yieldservile honor? Hestated to them thathehad
called them together to assure them that he no
langer would submit to this invasion of his rights
and theirs; that never would he again bow down to
Christ; that he would take the honor upon him-
self which should have been conferred upon him
and would be the commander of all who would
submit to follow him and obey his vaice. There
was contention among the angels. Satanand his
sympathizers were striving to reform the govern-
ment of God. They were discontented and un-
happy because they could nat look into his
unsearchable wisdom and ascertain his-purposes
in exalting his Son Jesus, and endowing him with
such unlimited power and d
belled against the authority of the Son.
Efforts to Bring About Reconciliation

Angels that were loyal and true sought to rec-
oncile this mighty, rebellious angel to the will of
his Creator, They justified the act of God in
conferring honor upon Jesus Christ, and with
forcible reasoning sought o convince Satan that
no less honor was his now than before the Father

had proclaimed the honor which he had conferred
upon his Son. They cleatly set forth that Jesus

this battle every angel would choose his own side,
which would be evident toall. It would not havs
been safe to suffer any who united with Satan in
his rebellion to continue to occupy heaven. They
had learned the lesson of genuine rebellion against
the unchangeable law of God; and this is incur-
able. If God had exercised his power to punish
this chief rebel, it would not have been made
manifest who were the disaffected angels; hence
God_took another course; for he would make
manifest distinctly to all the heavenly host his
justice and his judgment. .

Againat the Law and Govern'ment
of God .

It was the highest crime to rebel agninst the
government of All heaven seemed in com-
motion. Tl:]?:h angels w«]z:e in com-
panies, each division with a higher commandi
angel at their head. Satan ?v?ah warring :gnmngaimt
the law of God, because ambitious to exalt him-
self, unwilling to submit o the authority of
God’s Son, heaven’s great comunander.

All the heavenly host were summened to ap-
pear before the Father, to have each case deter-
mined. Satan unblusf:ningly made known his
dissatisfaction that Christ should be preferred be-
Jfore him. He stood quproud]y an that
he should be equal with God, and should be taken
into conference with the Father and understand
his purposes. God informed Satan that to his
Son alone he would reveal his secret purposes,
and he required all the family in beaven, even
Satan, to yield him implicit, uhquestioned obedi-
ence; but that he (Satan) had proved himself un-
worthy of a place in heaven. Then Satan exult-
ingly pointed to his sympathizers, comprising
nearly one hulf of all the angels, and exclaimed,
These are with me! Will you expel these also,
and make such a void in heaven? He then de-
clared that he was pre to regist the suthor-
ity of Christ, and to defend his place in heaven by
force of might, strength againat strength,

Satan’s Object to Abolish AN Law

Good angels wept to hear the words of Setan,
and his exulting boasts, God declared that the
rebellious should remain in beaven no longer.
Their high and happy state had been held upon
condition of obedience to the law which God

iven to govern the high order of  intelligences.

ut no provision bad been made to save those
who should venture to transgress his law. Satan

gmwboldmhisrebe]]ioniaand ressed his con-
tempt of the Creatora law. is Satan could
not . He claimed that angels needed no law,

must, assert their liberty and gain by force the
position and authority which were not willingly
accorded to them,

The Father snd the Son in Council

The loyal angels hasten speedily to the Son of
God, and acquaint him with what is taking place
among the angels. They find the Fatber n con-
ference with his beloved Son, to determine the
weans by which, for the best good of the loyal

the assumed authority of Satan ecan be
forever put down. The great God could at once
have hurled this archdeceiver from heaven; hut
this was not his purpose. He would give the re-
bellious 20 equal chance to measure strength and
wight with his own Son and his joyal angels. In

>

SATAN ENTERING THE GARDEN OF EDEN

but should be left free to follow their own will,
which would ever guide them right; that law was
A restriction of their liberty, and that to abolish
law was one great object of his standing as he
did. The condition of the angels he thought
needed improvement. This was not according
$0 the mind of God, who had made laws and ex-
alted them equal fo himself. The happiness of
the angelic host consisted in their perfect obedi-
ence to law. Each had his special work assigned
him; and until Satan rebelled, there had

perfeet order and harmonious action in heaven.

Cast Out of Heaven

Then there was war in heaven. The Sor of
God, the Prince of heaven, and his loyal angels
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engaged in conflict with the archrebel and those

who united with him. The Son of God and true,

loyal angels prevailed; and Satan and his sympa-

thizers were expelled from heaven. All the heav-

enly host acknowledged and. adored the God

of justice. Not a taint of mb,elhx()}anas left in
an

: P

THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD

pared to comprehend the nature or consequences
of sin, could not then have seen the justice of
God in the destruction of Satan. he been
immediately blotted out of existence, some would
have served God from fear rather than from love.
The igﬂuenee of the deceiver would not have been

heaven. All was again p
as before.

Angels in heaven mourned the fate of those
who had been their companions in happiness and
bliss, Their loas was felt in heaven. The Father
consulted Jesus in regaxd to carrying out at once
their purpose to make man to inhabit the earth.
He would place man upon probation to test his
loyalty, before he couEio be rendered eternally
secure. If he endured the test wherewith God
saw fit to prove him, he should sventuslly be
c?ua.l with the ungels. He was to have the favor
of God, and he was to converse with angels, and
they with him. (lod did not see fit to place man
beyond the power of disobedience.

A Lesson to the Universe

Even when he was cast out of heaven, Infinite
Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since only the
service of love can be acceptable to God, the alle-
giance of his ereatures must rest upon 2 convic-
tion of his justice and benevolence. The inhab-

itants of heaven and of the worlds, being unrpe- mitting sin, and suffering its

fully d yed, nor would the spirit of rebellion
have been utterly eradicated. For the good of
the entire universe ¢! ceaseless ages, he
must more fully de\:helop his prineiples, thatthg:
charges against the divine government, migh
seen 1n their true light by all created bei and
that the justice and mercy of God and the immu-
tability of his law might be forever placed beyond
all question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the
universe through all coming ages,— a perpetual
testimony to tae nature of sin and its terrible

The working out of Satan’s rule, its ef-
fects upon both men and angels, would show what
must be the fruit of setting aside the divine au-
thority. It would testify that with the existence
of God’s government is bound up the well-being
of all the creatures he has made. Thus the his-
torgeof this terrible experiment of rebellion was
to
prevent them from being deceived 88 to the na-
ture of transgression, to save them from com-
penalty.

The Plan of Salvation

The Restoration of All Things in Christ
By C. M. Snow

“Berowb the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.”” John'1:29.

“For God 80 loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 3: 18,

“ And thou, O tower of the flock, the stronghold
of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come,
even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come
to the'daughter of Jerusalem.” Micah 4:8.

John was baptizing in Jordan, and multitudes’

er his preaching were confessing their sins,
dying to this world, and rising from the watery
grave to walk in newness of life.

Behold the Lamb of God

One day there came to John One who had no
sins to confess; and John, looking upon him, said:
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the ain of the world.” Then were the heavens
“ opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt.
3:16,17. “And John bare record, saying, Isaw
the épi.rit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it abode upon him. And I knew him not:
but he that sent me to baptize with water, the
same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the
Spirit d ding, ining on him, ths same
is he which haptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And
1 saw, and bare record that thisis theSon of God.”
John 1: 32-34.

A Call to Repentance
The report of the wonderful preaching oflthif

tized for the remission of sin? He who alone
could make the forgiveness of sin possible was the
long-promised Messiah, the Anointed One, the
(}hrist.L Toward his comi

g
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2 perpetual safeguard to all holy beings, to 8"

- own

Adam looked thro
! o ooked ugh

the home of man must be blotted out, or a rem-
edy wmust be found, The decree goes forth; but
-the sinless Son of the Almighty steps under the
falling judgroent, and the hand of execution is
stayed.
Christ the Remedy

Man had broken the law; but the Son of God |},

offers to become man, and keep the law, and
satisfy its claims for man. So he says: —

“Lo, I am come; in the roll of the book it is
written of me: I delight to do thy will, O may God;
yea, thy law is within my heart.” Ps. 40:7.

And when he had me man, we hear him
declaring to his hearers: —

“I am come down from heaven, not to do mine
own will, but the will of him that sent me.”
John 6: 38,

In the garden of Gethsemane, with the weight
of the world's sin ing his soul, and the ago-
nies of the cross staring him in the face, we hear
him declaring, “Nevertheless not my will, hut
thine, be done.” Luke 22:42. In that attitude
he went to the cross; in that attitude he hung
upon the cross, between earth and heaven, a self-
ven sacrifice for a race in sin; and, while hang-

ing there, could still plead with the Father in
man’s behalf, “Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do.”

“ Jesus Paid It ALl

Asman, he died, and in his death paid the
alty of thebroken law. As thesinlessSon of God,
gletaytgf could not .holdmhﬂ; t;a:d death is the pen-
transgression, e not transgressed.
He died because he had volunteered to take the
stroke that was man’s due; and doing that,
placed within man’e reach again that life eternal

which man had forfeited sin. He
our gins in his own body on tree, that we
might not have to bear the fearful penalty of our
ion, which is death eternal. “He
was ded for our jions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our was upon him, and with his stripes we
ave healed.” Isa. 53:5.

The Gulf Is Bridged -

That bridges the gulf which sin had made be-
tween earth and heaven, and makes it possible

. for man oneday to see his Maker’s face, now hid-

den from us by the veil of sin. Being tempted in
all points like as we are, he i able to succor them
that are tempted, to strengthen them for every

bore thought, 2 plan formuls

their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither
shall there be mourning, nor erying, nor pain, any
more: the firs things are passed away. And he
that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all
things new.” Rev. 21:1-5,

In that restoration and reconciliation and re-
demption every son and daughter of Adam mav
ave a part.

—_—

“ImMmorTaL love, forever full,
Forever flowing free,
Forever shared, forever whole,
A never-ebbing sea.

“We may not climb the heavenly steens,
To bring the Lord Christ down;
vain we seek the lowest deeps,
For him no depths can drown.

“But, warm, sweet, tender, even yet
A present help is he;
And faith hgs yet its Olivet,
And love its Galilee.

“The healing of the seamless dress
Is by our beds of pain;
We touch him in life’s throng and press,
And we are whole again.”

—_—

Immanuel, God With Us

By coming to dweli with us, Jesus was to revea
God both to men and tou:.’ngels. He wae the
Word of God,~— God’s thought made audible. . . .

The plan for our redemption was not an after-
It was a revelation of “mafeer e fallg]f gﬁm

evela mystery whic th
been kept in silence through times eternal” It
was an unfolding of the principles that from eter-
nal ages have been the foundation of God's throne.
From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the
apogtasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through
the deceptive power of the apostate. God did
not ordain that sin should exist, but he foresaw
its existence, and made provision to meet the ter-
rible emergeney. So great was his love for the
world, that he covenanted to give his only begot-
ten Son, “that whosoever believeth in him should
M’}'Ki?m’ hut have everlasting life.” _ , .
was a voluntary sacrifice. Jesus might
have remained at the Father’s side. He might
bave ret 1 the glory of heaven, and the hom-

trial, to make them fit for every N
and then he leaves with us this gracious prom-

ise; —

“To him that overcometk will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame,
and am set down with my Father in his throne.”
Rev. 3:21.

. His righteouaness is imputed to those who, flee-
ing from sin, seek the shafterof,k;iamce; “for as
the one man’s di ience the many

3 2 I

the of

Seed of the woman shall bruise theﬁepmt’shesd. .

Abel saw him in the lamb whose blood he shed

the man
in: “If, while we were enemies,
to God through the desth of

and whose body was consumed on the altar of ‘we were
sacrifice. Enoch looked forward to hisday, and his Son, much more, being reconciled,
rophesied of his return “with ten thousand of we be saved hy his life” Rom. 5:10. “All

saints, to execute judgment upon all.”  Jude
14, 15, David saw him as the Lord’s ancinted,
the inheritor of the worlds who was to rule the
nations with a rod of iron, the Lord of hosts,
the King of glory, but the emitten and bruised

hanging upon the croes. o

inh saw him as that promised child upen
whose shoulders the government was to rest,
whose name is Wond Counselor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,
and yet the One who would be despised and re-
jected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted

thingsm’eolfGod,who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and gave unto us the of
reconeiliation. . . . We beseech you on of
Christ, be ye reconciled toGod.” ~ 2Cor. 5:18-20,

The Lost Dominion Restored by
Promise

Havi
has a i
Micah, the “Tower of the flock, the Stro
of the daughter of Zion.” And of that one,
ration says, * Unto thee shall it come, yea,

accomplished that reconciliation, ke
t to the title given him by the proj hel’:tl
.

with grief, wounded for our
bruised for our iniquities, chastised for our peace,
by whose stripes we ave healed, the One upon
whom the Lord had Iaid “the iniquity of us all,”

former di shall come, the kingdom of the
daughter of Jerusalem.” Micah 4:8.

#former dominion” is the dominion lost to our
race through sin. Christ wins it back through

pouring out his soul unto bered with
the transgressors, beaﬁ.n&eth‘e sin of many, and

making for rAnSgEr
Micah saw him as the “Tower of the flock, the

Strongheld of the daughter of Zion,” the retriever
of the lost dominion. Zechariah kuew him as the
Branch who was ta reconstruct+in this earth the
ruined edifice of Jehovah's worship, the King of
the daughter of Jerusalem; while to Malachi he
was “the messenger of the
Sun of Right " with

alestine. Hearts had been deeply touched;
wrongs had been made n%v;nshadbeenre-
pented of and forsaken. from Jerusalem
men had journeyed to Bethabsra to hear the
voice that testified against unrighteousness and
warned men to flee from the wrath to come.
Judah was stirred, and even the great ones were
ing, What do these things mean? and, Is this
the Christ that was to come? R

) What Did It Mean?

But John declared, I am not the Christ; I am
not that prophet; the latchet of his shoes I am
not worthy to unloose; “I am the voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way
of the Lord.”

What signifies this “Lamb of God”? What
means this “baptism unto repentance”? What
means this agitation of the people by a man from
the wilderness, in th t, unlettered,
and unauthorized by the Sanhedrin or by any
school of the prophets? The hour bad struck for
a new epoch in the history of man and of the
world, Shadows were giving place to substance;
types were melting into antitype; i
Ages had come! and John was tilling the fields of
1srsel for the sowing of the good seed of the king~
dom.

The Long-Looked-For Messiah Had

Come

But what means this “Lamb of God” ap
ing on the scens just when the people were flock-
ing to John, confessing their sins and being bap-

%mphet of the wilderness had
ight:

igh in hig wings.
And this being, upon wllomwasfoc\med

righ , and by his own blood purchases
man’s release from the demands of that broken
law, that he may live to enjoy the restored in-
eritance. Again and again did Satan tempt
Christ to break God’s law. Said he, Fall down
and worship me, and I will give you the domin-
ion you seek. To have done so, would- have
meant ruin to the plan of salvation and destrue-
tion and oblivion to the race. But Christ did
pot fail. Humanity and dmmté«' met in him.
One band clasped the human hand, the other the

the
ek

inted,

Jesus the Saviour from sin. So when John said,

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away

the sin of the world,” he focused the gaze of ages

on that sinless form upon the bank of

Jordan, and declared him the One who was to be
the victim of the croes. -
Why This Sacrifice for Sin? -

Whg' was it that the Son of God
should die for man? What profit would it be to
heaven? How could it help man?

Sin put a gulf between earth and heaven.
Man's obedience to the dictates of Satan, and
his disobedience to his Maker, put the race in
rebellion against the government, of heaven, and
made Satan the “prmee” of this world. The
pm{phet says:-—

“Behold, Jehovah’s hand ia not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it can-
not hear: but your iniquities have separated be-
tween you and your Ged, your sins have hid
his face from you.” Isa. 59:1,2.

Man Lost Through Disobedience

‘When man broke the command of ke be-
came a rebel, and his home the house of rebel-
lion. So there went forth that decree: “Dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return;” and,
“Cursed is the ground for thy sake.” But that
pln&aespot of sin and disloyaity could not remain
in the universe of God forever. Either man and

eyes of o of p
e T, G it s, Chrit the o

hand of God. “We are complete in him.” The
offender and the offended are iled; and,
that accomplished, God will make all things new.
In that reconciliation and re-creation this scrip-
ture finds fulfillment: —

“Fear pot; for thou shalt not be ashamed.
.« « For thy Maker is thy husband; Jehovah of
hosts is his name: and the Holy One of Israel is
thy Redeemer; the God of the whole earth shall
he be called. . . . For a small moment have 1
forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather
thee. In overflowing wrath I hid my face from
thee for a moment; but with e ing loving-
kindness will I have merey on thee, saith Jehovah
thy Redeemer.” Isa. 54:4-8.

‘ Victory Through Our Lord Jesus
Chriat ™

“Then shall come to pass the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O
death, where is thy victory? death, where is
thy sting? The sting of death is sin; and the
power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who

veth us the victory through our Lord Jesus

hrist.”” 1 Cor. 15: 54-57,

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the firgt heaven and the first earth are passed
awsay; and the sea is no more. . . . And I heard
a great voice cut of the throne saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God i8 with men, and he shall
dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their
God: and he shall wipe away every tear from

age of the angels. But he chose to give back the
scepter into the Father’s hands, and to step down
from the throne of the universe, that he might
mhghc to the benighted, and life to the per-

*Tabernacled Among Us*’

a(i:d eoxnmsnéited Mos;s fOf I'smell,i “Let them
m me & sanctuary, that I may dwell :

them,” azd he abode in the s&n{'tuary, ‘113“;2%
midst of his people. Through all their weary
wandering in the desert, the symbol of his pres-
ence was with them. So Christ set up his taber-

shall Bacle in the midst of our human encampment.

He pitched his_tent by the side of the tents of
men, that he might dwell among us, and make us
familiar with his divine character and life. “The
Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us
(and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only be-
gotten from the Father), full of grace and truth.”

Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we know
that God is acquainted with our trials, and aym-
pathizes with our griefs. Every son and daugh-
ter of Adam may understand that our Creator is
the friend of sinners. For in every doctrine of
grace, every promise of joy, every deed of love,
every divine attraction presented in the Saviour's
life on earth, we see “Gpod with us.”’ . | |

Byhish ity, ist touched h ity; by
his divinity, he lays hold upon the throne of God.
As the Son of man, he gave us an example of obe-
dience; as the Son of Ged, he gives us power to
obey. It-was Christ who from the bush on Mt
Horeb spoke to Moges saying, “I AM THAT I
AM. . . . Thus shalt thou say unto the children
of Tsrael, I AM hath sent me unto you.” This
was the pledge of Israels deliverance. So when
he came “in the likeness of men,” he declareg
himgelf the I AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the
meek and lowly Saviour, is God “manifest i the
flesh.” And to us he says,” ‘I AM the Good
Shepherd,” ‘I AM the living Bread.” ‘I AM the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” ‘Al power is
g;lven unto me in heaven and in earth, ‘I AM
the agsurance of every promise.’ ‘I AM; be not
afraid.”” “God with us” is the surety of our de-
liverance from sin, the assurance of our power to
obey the law of heaven. . . .

“Bound to Humanity*

Christ was treated as we dese ve, that we might
be treated as he deserves. He was condemned
for our sins, in which he had no share, that we
might be justified hy his righteousness, in which
we had no share. He suffered the death which
xgi:s ours, tha we might receive the life which was

“With his stripes' we are healed.” . .
In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound
himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be
broken. Through the eternal he is linked
i “God 80 loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son.”  He gave him not enly
to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; he
gave him to the fallen race. To assure us of his
mmmutable counsel of “peace, God gave his only
begotten Son to become one of the human fam-
ily, forever to retain his human nature. This ix
the pledge that God will fulfill his word. “Unto
us a child is born; unto s a son is given; and the
ﬁovernment shall be upon his shoulder.” God
as adopted human nature in the person of his
Son, and has carried the same into the bighest
heaven. It is the “Son of man’’ who shares the
throne of the universe. It is the “Son of man”
whose name shall be called “Wonderful, Coun-
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sclor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince om" The L AM is th&ﬁl?ailysman be-~
tween G humanity, laying an

hoth, He who is “holy’, hurmiess, mdeﬁY:d,
separate from ginners,” is not ashamed to call us
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brethren In Christ the family of earth and the
of heaven are bound tegether. Christ
od is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in
humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom
of Infinite Love.—" The Desire of Ages.”

mystery, which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God, who ereated all things by
Jegus Christ.” Eph. 3:7-9.

22. What beautiful prophetic scripture shows
that the Father and tl‘x)e Son are just as closely
d in the work of redemption? h

e

The Origin of Evil and Its Remedy ai

A Bible Study

God’s Character

1. Waar is the character of God?

“Art thou not from cverlasting, O Lord my
God, mine Holy One? Thou art of purer
eyes than to behold cwl, and canst not look on
xmqluty Hab. 1:12, 13,

With what kmd "of moral nature did God
ondo\v man when he created him?

“S0 God created man in his own image, in the
fmage of God created he him,” Gen. 1:27.

“God made man upright” Eccl. 7:29.

3. What are we told that God saw when he
Inoked upon his finished work, mcludmg man?

d God saw everything bhat e had mnde,
fmd behold it was very good.” Gen, 1:3]

The Character of the Angels

1, What did God create hesides the earth and
man upon it?

“For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, vmble and invis-
ible, . . . all thmg; were created by him, and
for him.” "Col. 1:16.

5. How did the angels, as they were created,
comp'tre with man?

What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For
thon hast made him a little lower than the an-
gels.” Ps. 8:4, 5,

Sin of Men and of Angels

6. Do we find the human race upon the same
morad il:lne now up(m which the tor origi-
mlly placed them?

“For all have sinned, and come short of the
ulory of God.” “They are all gone out of the
way, they are together become \mproﬁtabl
there is none that doeth good; no, not ene.”
Ronu. 3: 23, 12,

7. \thub is said of some of the angels in regard
to sin

“God spared Dot the angels that sinned, but
cust them down to hell, and delivered them into
< lmms of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.

The angels which kept not their first estate, bub

left their own habitation, he hath reserved in

everlasting chains under darkness unto the )udg
ment of the great day.”” 2 Peter 2:4; Jude

Sin Defined

8. What is sin?
“Whosoever committeth sin h also
the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”

- 1.John 3

9. As bneﬁy stated by the Saviour, what does
the divine law require?

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is llke
unte it, Thou shalt love thy neighhor as thy:
Matt. 22:37-39. )

10. Since man was created uf)right in the be-
ginning, how was he led into sin

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any
Ieast of the field which the Lord God had made.

. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall ot surely qre: for God doth know that in
the c%;ly yeieat bbhe:neof thengoy('iosurkgyes ‘shall be
opened, and ye shall be as 0 good
:u):ﬁ evil. And when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat,
and gave also unto her husband with her; and he
did eat.” Gen. 3

Satan and His Fall

11. Who was the real serpent who temapted our
st a‘rl‘v‘ixno'ls g Id he d that old t
“He old on the dragon, t old serpent,
which is the De\nl and Satan, "and hound him a
thousand years.” Rev. 20:2,
12h gba.t was the zmmedmle(o}a;tase ot;iSata.ns,
or the dragon’s, ennntyagmnst and against
msan, whom God had created in his own image?
"Eh;am ;]vas war mhheaven M;:ga.el and his
angels fought against the dragon; the dragon
fought and his angels, and pmva.’ded not; neither
+as their placa found any more in heaven. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old

ealled the Devil, and Satan, which deceiv he
whole world: he was cast out into the , and
his angels wers cast out with him.” Rev, 12179,

13. t was the pri mary cause of Satan’s en-
mity against God?

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the moruiaz! . For thou hast gaid in
thine heart, I wilt ascend into heaven, I w:ll exalt
my throne abeve the stars of God: I will
ascead above the heights of the cIouds "I will be
like the Most High” Isa. 14:12-14,

Nors— Lucifer was the angel name of the
great leader in rebellion in hea ven.  After hi
Lie was calle] Satan, a nane which Cruden sa.ys
“is a were Hebrew word, an1 signifies an adver-
3ary, an enemy, &2 accuser.”

14, What do the Scriptures say of Satan
before his fall and what are we told was the
causs of his fall?

“Thou art the auointed cherub that covereth;
sad T have set thee so. . . . Thou wast perfect
in thy ways from theday that thou wast created,
till iniquity was found in thee, . Thine heart
w3s lifted up because of thy beauty " Tze. 28:
14-17.

Nore.— Pride,-envy, and covetousness filled

Satan’s heart before he committed any outward
overt act of rebellion; and these were sin —“alf
gmﬁghbeouanew is sm," says the apostle. 1 John
Freedom of Choice

151; ‘What kind of service only is acceptable to

“If it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,
%oose you this day whom ye will serve.” Joshus

“Elijah came unto all the people, “dgwﬂ;

“Behold the man whose name is

BRANCH and he shall grow up out of his place,
he shall build the temple of the Lord: .

and shall sit and rule upon his [the Loxd’s} thmue,

and heshallbeapnesbupon his throne: and the

counsel of peace shall be between them both.”

Zech. 6:12, 13,

23. Whit is contempiated by the plan of re-
demption?

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from theirsins.” Matt, 1: 21,

. What does it mean to be saved from sin?

“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

. If we confess our gins, he is faithful and just
00 forpve us our sing, and to cleanse us from all
? 1 John 1:7-9.

How long halt ye tw
B B e ot if Baai, then Tt
low him.” legs 18:21.

“Behold, I have set before thee an open door,

and no man can shut it.” Rev. 3:8.

25 5. What besides present salvation from the
dommlon of sin is included in redemption?

*“And this is the will of him that sent me, that

every one which seeth the Son, aud believeth on

BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD,.THAT TAKETH AWAY THE S!N OF THE WORLD

“Whosoever vnll, Iet him take tbewater nk‘ life
e i and \ wiling
OTE.— m accepts onl
“God 1s love,”

i3 greaf te tenderness
for the love of his chﬂdmn, both of Then ymamhi
angels, in the same way as the hearts of human
my"“’“ﬁrmmg“mmm

tho in infinif y greater
1 thero anythng that Giod cdnnot do?
“Thewordof is not bound.” “If we be-
lieve vot, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot, deny

himself.” * 2 Tim. 2: 9, 13.

m»—Godbemgw}mthem,snthsmtum
being as it s, he could not create moral beings
without giving them freedom of ehoice. Thereis

him, may ha hstmghfe'and!unﬂrm
htmupa“heladday” John 6:40.

3

ugh the law, but through the righteousness of
fmth Rom.
28. Howdo we oetts.mly know that we who are
Gentiles by nature shall ghare in that promise?
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the prom-
ises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; hut as of one, And to thy seed, wluch is
Christ.” “And if ye be Christ’s, ther. are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the prom-
ise”” Gal. 3;16, 29,
29. To whom doe; our Saviour himself say this
m}‘mglta.noe will Ee given?
* Blessed are t| emeek for they shall inherit the
earth.” Matt, 5:5. &4
30. When shall those who are saved from sin in
th:s life be clothed with immartal life?
“For ye are dead, and your life is hid with
in God. When Christ, who is our life,
ahaéll! appear, then shal.l ye also appear with him
in glos L

“Bel old I ahov;f'au a mystery; We shall not
all sleep, hut weshall all be changed, in amoment
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for

the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall bo
raiged incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
1 Cor. 15:51, 52.

31. When ‘will the righteous receive their in-
heritance?

““When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
aib ) t.he thmne of his glory. . . . Then shall
the . Come, ye blessed of my Fa-
t,her mhenl: l:he repared for you from
the foundstion of the worr Matt. 25:31-34.

And looking down the stream of time to the day
when our returnmg Lord is about to be reveu]ed
when his m his waiting people is, “Surely
1 come quickly,” the beloved John, spea.kmg for
the Iatier-day church, responds, “Amen. Even
so, come, Lord Jesus.? Rev. 23:20.

——

The Fall and Recovery of Man

MaN was created in the image of God. Know -
edge and perfect holiness were impressed upcn
the very nature and facuities of hissoul. He hal
constant access to his Maker, and enjoyed frec
communion with him, on the ground of his spct-
less moral rectitude. But, alast the glorious
diadem is broken; the crown of righteousness is

follen, Man’ s urity is gone, and his happiness
is forfeited. ere is none righteous, no, nct
one.” “All have sinned, and come short of t1 ¢

glory of God.” But the ruin is not hopelese.
What was lost in Adam is restored in Christ.
His blood redeems us from the bondage, and Hix
goepel l‘gweﬁ us back the forfeited inberitano.
‘For if through the offense of one many bhe
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift
by grace, which isby one man, Jesus Chmt, hath

“And if I go and pre a place for you, L will sl unded unte many.” .
come and Tecel % unto myself; that  Hither, O ye guilty! come and east away ycur
Svhere I am, ye¢ may be also.”” Jobn "14:3, weapons of rebellion e with your bsd
726, What; else'is ) to thoee who shall pr les and wicked actions; your unbelief, and
be heirs of eternal life? o emmty, and prxde and throw them off at tle
- “If ye have heard of the di of the ’s God is here waiting to be

- grace of God which is nge;)le meto you-ward: .

“;rhgmhebodmmh el{;whmrs,audof
. n
& e e padakera his promise

3:2-8.
m{ﬂ? To what promise does the apostle here
“For the promise, t.hntheshouldhethe heir o
the world, was not to Abraham, or to bis

gracious. He wlll receive you; he will cast ait
yoursins behind his back, into the depths of the
sea; and they shall be rem against you
no more forever. By Heaven’s “unspeakable
gift,” by Christ’s mvaluable atonement, by the
free, infinite grace of the Father and the Son,
we persuade you, we beseech you, we _entreat
you, “be ye reconciled to God’ C. Evans.

not and never could be any moral Llllty
without freedom of the will. This tru
follows that God is in no wise raponsnb

for Lucifer’s rﬁtietllﬁon in heaven ;rg;‘;)‘rm man’s mi
upon earth. e Lord speak USDess,
lare things that are right.” Isa. 45:19.

The Plan of Salvation

17. Howdowekmowthat;}odwasmttakm Christ

by surprise when man si
Because God is all-wise. He knows the end

from the beginning. *“I have declared the for-

mm't.hmgsfmm thebegmmng,.._s.ndthey

18. Wmmpmvwlon had infinite love and fore-

knowledge made for man’s redemption, even be-

fore the fall?

“All that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not, written in the book of
life of the Lamb alam Jrom the foundation of the
world” Rev. 1 .

“And I will put emmty between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall hruise thy head, and thou sbalt bruise ‘his
heel.” Qen, 3:15.

Nm———W learn from Isa. 45: 18 that the di-

vine purpose in creating this world was that it
might be inhabited hy a race of beings loyal to
theirCreator. This pian involved everything nee-
essary to its suecess. Therefore we might kmow,
even if we had not been told, that whe, in
council between the Father and the Son it was
decided to create man the great propxtmhory of-
fering provided, the sacnﬁceneeem&ry for his
demption, was

19. What moved the Father to make this sac-
rifice in behalf of fallen humanity?

“God 8o loved the world; that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever eth in
should not perish, but have ever]astmg life.”
John 3 16.

20. What was the Son's attitude toward this

t sacrifice of which he himself was the central

?

“For there is one God, and one mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus; whe
gmhzmelfarammnforall tobeteehﬁedmdue
tiree.” 1 Tim. 2

21. How do we know that the Father-and: the
Son were nssociated in the creation-of man?

“AndGodsmd,Letusmakemanmtmrmmge,
after our likeness.” Gen. 1:28,

“Wherefore 1 was made a minister, o thtg

- What Think Ye of Christ?

By D. L. Moody

y living soul on thefaoeoftheea.rthxs
ooneer‘xlwd with this question, “What think ye of

I do not ask you what you think of the Estab-
lished Church, or of the Presbyterians, or the
Baptists, or the Roman Catholics; I do not ask
youwhntyouthmkofthmmxmster or that, of
hmdoctnneorﬁmt,b\xtlwanttoaskyouwhat
you think of the ki n of Christ?
Ishould like to ask, Was he really the Son of
God—the great God-Man? he leave
heaven and come down to this world for a pur-
pose! 'Was it really to seek and to save? I
should like to begin with the manger, and follow
him up through the thirty-three years he was
here upon earth. I should ask you what yvu

thmkofhxseommgmtothxsworldﬁggnbemg N

in a manger when it might ha a palace;
he left the grandeur and glory of beaven
the royel retinue of angels; why hepaased Yy
crowns and dom:mon and came down
ere alone.
Christ the ‘Teacher
I should like to u what you think of him
as a teacher. Hespaﬁgasnevermanspske I
should like to bring you to that mountainside,
thatwemlghhlwten to thewordsa.s they fall from
hig gentle lips.
Christ the Physician
I should like to ask you what you think of him
him a8 a physician. A man would soon have a rep~
utation as a doetor if he could cure ag Christ did.
No case was ever brought to him but what he was

amatch for. Hehad but to speak the word, and
disease fled before him. Here comes a man cov-
ered with lep

rosy.

ho g “Lord if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean,”
“I wxll," says the Great Physician, and in an
instant the le is gone. The world hos-
pitals for incureble diseases; but there were no

- mcumble dlseesee with him.

Christ the. Comfortet

andtellmewhatyouthmkofhunas a
orter. He is a husband to the widow and
a f&tha- to the fatherless, The weary may find
a resting place um that bzeast and the fnend-
less may reckon He never va-
ries, he never fails, be never d!es His sympathy
is ever fnash his Iove is ::iver o v;wﬂxldow and
orphans, O sorrowing and mourning, ou not,
thank God for Christ the Comforter? ¥
But these are not the points I wish to take up.
Let us go to those who knew Christ, and ask what
they thought of him. If you want to find out
what a man is nowadays, you inquire ebout him
from those who know him best. I do not wish
to be partial; we will go to his enemies and to his

The Testimony of His Enemies

‘The Pharisces
First among the witnesses, let us call upon the
Pharisees. We know how ti:ey Tet

us put a few questions to them: Come, Pbansecs

us what you have against the Son of Ged.
What do you think of Christ? Hear what they
say! ‘“This man receiveth sinners.” Why, it is
the very thing that makes us love him! What
an argument to bring against him. It is the
glory of the gospel. He receives sinners. If he
had rot, what would have becoms of us? Have
you nothmg more to bring against him than this?
Why, it is one of the greatest compliments that
was ever paid him. Once more: when he was
hanging on the tree, you had this to say of him,
‘“He saved others; himself he cannot save.” Buf
he could not save himself and save us too. So
he laid down his own life for yours and mine.
Yes, Pharisees, you have told the truth for once
in your lives! He saved others. He died for
others. He was a ransom for many; €0 it is
quite true what you think of him —‘"he saved
others; himself he cannot save.”

Caiaphas the Priest

Now let us callupon Caiaphss. Let him stand
up ha-emhls flowing robes; let us ask him for his

- Now, see him in the little home at Beth
binding up the ded hearts of Martha end

make all men see what is the fell

has, you were chief priest when
Christ was tned you were president of the San
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hedrin; you ere in the council chamber when
they found him guilty; you yourself condemned
him. Tell us, what did the witnesses say? On
what grounds did you judge him? What testi-
1any was brought against him? “He hath spo-
ken ~blasphemy,” says Caiaphss. “IHe, aaid,
*Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds
ufljleav?rt; “gmn I]hea.\;d that, Iﬁ Iicung cl;!;n
suilty of blasphemy; I rent my mantle an 1
Hemned him to desth”  Yes, all that they had
against him was that he was the Son of God; an
they slew him for the promise of his coming for
his bride!
Pilate the Roman

Now let us summon Pilate. Let him exter the
witness box, Pilate, this man was brought be-
fore you; you examined him; you talked wn‘t‘,h him
face to face; what think you of Christ? “Ifind
no fault in him,” says Pilate. “He said he was
the King of the Jews [just as he wrote it over the
cross]; bub I find no fault in him.”  Such is the
testimony of the man who examined him! d,
29 he stands there, the center of a Jewish mob,
there comes along a man elbowing his way in
haste. He rushes up to Pilate, and, thrusting out
his hand, gives him a message, He tears it open;
his face turns pale as he reads, “Have thou noth-
ing to do with that just man: for I have suﬁ.ereﬁ
many things this day in a dream because of him.
It is from Pilate’s wife — her testimony to Christ.
You want to know what his enemies thought of
him? You want to know what a heqtheg
thought? Well, here it is, “no fault in k):,.un;
.and the wife of a beathen, “this just man.

Judas, Who Betrayed Him

And now, look — in comes Judas. He ought
o make a good witness. Let us address him.
Come, tell us, Judas, what think you of Christ?
Vou kuew the Master well; you sold him for
thirty pieces of silver; you befrayed him with a
kiss; you saw him perform those miracles; you
were with him in Jerusalem. In Bethany, w

Jie summoned up Lazarus, you were there, What
think you of him? I can see him as he comes into
the presence of the chief priests; I can hear the
money ring as he dashes it upon the table, “I
have yed the innocent hlood!” Here i3 the
4nan who betrayed him, and thisis what he thinks
of him! Yes, those who were guilty of his death
put their testimony on record that he was an
innocent man.

The Roman Ceaturion

Tet us take the centurion who was present at
‘the execution, He had charge of the Roman sol-
diers,  He told them to make him carry his eross;
*he had given orders for the nails to be driven into

. his feet and hands, for the spear to be thrust in

his side. Let the centurion come forward. Cen-
turion, you had charge of the executioners; you
saw that the order for hia death was carried out;
:you saw him die; you heard him speak upon the
wross, Tellus, what think you of Christ? Hark!
‘Look at him; be is smiting his breast as he eries,
*Truly this was the son of God!” -

The Thicf on the Cross

T might go to the thief upon the cross, and ask
what ho thought of hit. At first he railed upon

thim and reviled him. But then he thought bet-
ter of it.  ““This man hath done nothing amiss,”
she says.

The Devils

ight go further. I might summon the v
devils thexg‘;elva and ask them for their ug}:
mony. Have they anything to say of him?
Why, the very devils called him the Son of God!
Tn {/Iark we_ have the unclean sg:)ndt crying,
“Jesus, thou Son of the Most High .” Men
say, “0, 1 believe Christ to be the Son of God,
and because I believe it intellectually I shall be
saved.” 1 tell you the devils did that. And
they did more than that, they trembled.

The Testimony of His Friends
Johan the Baptist

Let us bring in his friends. We want you to
heat heir evidence. Leb ug call that prince of
preachers,  Let us hear the forerunner; none ever
reached like this man — this man who drew all
erusalem and all Judea into the wilderness to
hear him; this man who burst upon the nations
like the flash of a meteor. Let John the Baptist
come with his leathern girdle and hig hairy coat,
and Jet him tell us what he thinks of Christ. His
words, though they were echoed in the wilderness
.of Palestine, are written in the Book forever, “Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
.ain of the world!” This is what John the Bap-
‘tist thought of him, “ Isaw, and bear record that
this is the Son of God.”  No wonder he drew all
Jerusalem and Judea to him, because he preached
Christ. And whenever men ]Ipmach Christ, they

are sure to have plenty of followers.

Simon Peter

Let us bring in Peter, who was with him on the
raount of trapsfiguration, who was with him the
night he was betrayed. Come, Peter, tell us
what you think of Christ. Stand in this witness
box and testify of him. You denied him once.
You gaid, with a curse, you did not know him?
Was it true, Peter? Don’t you know him?
“Know him}” I can imagine Peter saying. “It
was a lie I told them. 1did know him.” After-
ward I ean hear him charging bome their guilt
ugon these Jerusalem sinners. He calls him
“both Lord and Christ.” Such was the testi-
wony on the day of Pentecost. “God hath made
that same Jesus, . . . both Lord and Christ.”
Aud tradition tells us that when thev ceme to
execute Peter he felt he was not worthy to die in

.the way his Master died. and he requested to be ing

d from his throne,
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crucified with the head downward. S0 much did
Peter think of him!
John, the Beloved Disciple

Now Jet us hear from the beloved disciple,
John. He knew more about Christ than any
other man did. He had laid his head on his Sav-
iour's bosom, He had heard the throbbing of
that loving heart., Look into his Gogpel if you
wish to know what he thought of him,

Matthew writes of him as the royal king come
Mark writes of him as the serv-
ant, and Luke as the Son of man. John tekes up
his pen, and, with one stroks, forever settles the
question of Unitarianiema. He goes right back
before the time of Adam. “In the begi
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
the Word was God.” Look into the Revela~
tion. He calls him “the bright and morning
star.”  So John thought well of him — because
he knew him well.

Doubting Thomas

We might bring in Thomas, the doubting dis-
ciple. You doubted him, Thomas? You would
not believe he had risen, and dyou put your fin-
gers into the wound in his side. What do you
think of him? “My Lord and my God!” says
Thomas.

Then go over to Deeapolis and you will find
that Christ has been there casting out devils,
Let us call the men of that country and ask what
they think of him. ‘“He hath done all things
weil,” they say.

$aul of Tarsus

But we have other witnesses to bringin. Take
the persecuting Saul, once one of the worst of his
' :1, snu'l, Ty oot mﬁhhe et
him. - “Saul, Saul, why persecu ou me?”’
gays Christ, Hemight’l'mve added, ‘What have
1 done to you?:- Have I injured you in any way?

i

" YE MUST BE
Did I not come to bless you? Why do you treat
me thus, Saul?”’  And then Saul asks, “ Who art
thou, Lord?” -

X L.

“1 am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou perse-
cutest.” You see, he was not ashamed of his
name, although he had been in heaven: “I am
Jesus of Nasareth.” What a change did that
one interview make to Saull A few years after-
ward we hear him say, “I have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count them but dross that
maylmn hrist.” Such & testimony to the Sav-
lour

The Angels _

But I shall go still further. I shall go away
from earth into the other world. I shail summon
the angels and ask what think of Christ.

‘They saw him in the bosora of ths Father before .

the world was, Before the dawn of creation,
before the morning stars sang together, he was
there. They saw him Jeave the throne and come
down to the manger. What a scene for them to
witness! Ask these heavenly beil what they
thought of him then. For once are per-
mitted to speak; for once the silence of heaven is
broken. Listen to their song on the plains of
Bethlckern, “Behold, I bri alfvou good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in thf;:’ﬁy of David a Sav-
lour, which is Christ the .”  He leayes the
throne to save the world. Is it a wonder the
angels thought well of him?
God the Father

But there is still another witness, a higher still,
Some think that the God of the Old Testament is
the Christ of the New, But when Jesus came out
of Jordan, baptized by John, there came a voice
from heaven. God the Father spoke. It was
his testimony ag to Christ: “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased” Ah, yes!
God the Father thinks well of the Son. And if
God is well pleased with him, so ought we to be.
1f the sinner and God are well p with Christ,
then the sinner and God can meet. ‘The moment
you say, as the Father said, “I am well pleased
with him,” and accept him, you are wedded to
God. Will you not believe the testimony? Will
yout not believe this witness, this last of ail, the
Lord of hosts, the King of kings himself? Once
more he repeats it, 5o that all may knowit. With
Peter James and John, on the mount of
transfiguration, he cries , “This is my be-
loved Bon; hear him,”  And that voice went echo-
ing and reachoing through Palestine; through all
the earth from gea to sea; {‘es, that voice is echo-
still, Hear himal Hear him!

Accept Him Today
My friend, will you hear him today? Hark!
what is he saying to you? ‘“Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will
ive you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
earn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls, For my
yoke i8 easy, and my burden is light.” Wili you

not think well of such a Saviour? Wil you not
believe in him? Wil you not trust in him with
all your heart and mind? Will you not live for
him? If he Jaid down his life for us, is it not the
least we can do to lay down ours for him? If he
bore the cross and died on it for me, ought I not
to be willing to take it up for him? O, have we
not reason to think well of him?

I of the heart that the mouth speaketh,

“The New Heart”"

“A Nrw heart also will I give you, and a new

irig will I put within you: and I will take away
iﬁe stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give
you an heart of flesh.” Eze, 36: 26.

Observe how this property of “new” runs
through the whole economy of grace. When
merey first rose upon this world, an attribute of
Divinity appeared which was new to the eyes of
men and angels, Again: the Saviour was born
of s virgin; and he who came forth from a womb
where no child had been vaiously conceived,
was sepulchered in a tomb where no man had
heen_ previously interred. The infant had a
new birthplace, the crucified had a new burial

. Again: Jesus is the mediator of a new
covenant, the author of a pew testament, the
founder of a new faith. Again: the redeemed
receive & new name; they sing a new song; their
home s not to be in the old, but in the new, Jeru-
salem, where they shall dwell on a new earth,
and walk in glory beneath a new heaven. Now
it were surely strange, when all things else are
new, if they the ves were not to partake of
this -renovation. Nor strange only, for
such a change is indispensable. A new name
without a new pature were an imposture. It
were not more an untruth to call a lion & lamb,
or the rapacious vulture by the name of the

BORN AGAIN”

gentle dove, than to give the title of sons of God
to the venomous seeglof the serpent.

Then, again, unless man received a new na-
ture, how could he sing the new song? The
raven, perched on the rock, where she whets her
bloody and impatiently watches the dying
struggles of some unhappy lamb, cannot tune
her croaking voice to the rich, melodious music
of a thrush; and, sinee it is out of the abundance
, how could
& sinner take up the strain and sing the song of
saints? Besides, 8 IAN Were a New cred-
ture, he were out of place in the new creation.
In eircumstances neither adapted to his nature
nor fitted to minister to his happiness, a sinner
in heaven would find himself as much out of his
element as a finny inhabitant of the deep, or a
sightless burrower in the s0il, beside an eagle
sozm'n&in the sky, or surveying her wide domain
from the mountain crag.

God Gives * a Heart of Flesh ™

He says, “I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.”
Near by a stone— a mass of rock that had
fallen from the overhanging crag-— which h:
some wild flowers growing In its fissures and on
its top the foxglove, with its spike of beautiful
but, deadly flowers, we once came upon an adder
as it lay in ribbon coil, basking on the sunny
ground. At our approach the reptile stirred,
uncoiled itself, and raising its venomous head,
with eyes like burning cufls, it shook its eloven
tongue, and, hissip:g, gave signs of battle. At~
tacked, it retrea and meaking for the gray
stone, wormed itself into a hole in its side. Its
nest and home were there. And in looking on
that shattered rock,— fallen from its primeval
elevation,— with its flowery but fatal charms,
the home and nest of the adder, wheve nothing
but poisoned beauty and nothing dwelt
ut a poisoned brood, it secemed to us an erablem
of that heart which the text describes as a stone,
which experience proves is a habitation of devils,
and which the prophet pronounces to be des-
perately wicked.
A Warm Heart

When faith receives the Saviour, how does the
heart warm to Jesus Christ! There is music in
his name. “His name is an ointment poured
forth.” All the old indifierence to his cause, his
people, and the interests of his kingdom, has
passed away; and now these have the warmest

* Paragraphs from a sé;xﬁon by Thomas
Guthrie, a Scotch Reformer, 1803-73.
—

place in a believer’s hosom, and are the object of
1tg strongest and tenderest affections. The only
place, alas! that religion has in the hearts of
many is a burial place; but the believer can sa:
with Peul, “Christ liveth in me.”” Nor is his
heart like the cottage of Bethany, favored only
with occasional visits, Jesus abides there in the
double character ogdgumt and master, its most
loving and best loved inmate; and there is a dif-
ference a3 preat between thet heart as it is and
that heart as it was, a3 between the warm bosom
where’ the Infant sleeper slept or smiled in
Mary’s arras and the dark, cc}cf sepulcher where
weeping followers laid and left the Crucified,

. Is there such a heart in you? Do you appre-
ciate Christ’s matchless excellences? Having
cast away every sin to embrace him, do you set
him above your chiefest joy? Would you leave
father, mother, wife, children, to follow him,
with Emdmg feet, over life’s roughest path?
Rather than part with him, would you part with
a thousand worlds? Were he now on earth
would %'ou leave a throne to stoop and tie his
]atchdett Irx mhl!%h:h 80 7spea’rhk, would you be

roud to carry oes en, indeed
Eave got the new, warm heart of flesh, vou

A Living Heart

The perfection of thig life is death. The child
of God is dead to sin, but alive to righteous-
ness, alive to Christ, alive to everything which
touches his honor, and crown, and kingdom.
With Cluist living in his heart, the believer
feerlis that ng}:v he ii not himself, not kis own:
and, as another’s, the d object of his life js
0 live to Chris, £t obiect of hislife s
1t i3 & mark of grace that the believer, in his
progress heavenward, grows more and more
alive to the claims of Jesus. If you “know the
love of Christ,” his is the latest name you will
desire to utter; his is the latest thought you will
desire to form; upon him you will fix your last
look on earth; upon him your first in heaven.
‘When memory i3 oblivious of all other objeets,
when all that attracted the natural eye iz
wrapped in the mists of death, when the tongue
eleaves to the roof of our mouth, speech is gone,
and the righ hand, ?mg werless by our side,
has Jost its cunning, Jesus! then may we remem-
ber theel If the shadows of death are to be
thrown in deepest darknesy on the valley, may
it be ours to die like that saint, beside whose bed
wife and children once stood, weeping over the
wreck of faded faculties, and a blank, departed
memory. One had asked him, “Father, do you
remember me?” and received no answer; and
another, and another, but still no answer. And
then, all making way for the venerable compan-
ion of a long and loving pilgrimage, the tender
partner of many a joy and sorrow, his wife
draws near. S| ds over him, and as her
tears fall thick upon his face, she cries, “ Do you
not remember me?” A stare, but it is vacant,
There is no soul in that filmy eye; and the seal
of degt13 lxes_?n ‘those lips. e sun is down,
and life’s bri ight is darkening fast into a
starless. night. At this moment, one cajm
enough't? remember how the love of Christ’s
Spouse is “strong as death,” a love that “pany
waters cannot quench,” stooped to his ear,
and said, “Do you remember Jesus Christ?”
Touched as by an electric influence, the heart
heat once more to the name of Jesus; the fea-
tures, fied in death, relax; the countenance, dark
in deat.h flushes up like the last gleam otl day;
acnhch;;;x% a Efymle (e: Ii[ed, “Remember Jesns
ear Jesus Christ! He is all o

tion, and all my desire.” my selva
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