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EVDRY normal person loves home; not the 
house merely, nor the land, nor the environ-
ment, but all these, and more; all these, 
with the associations which home means,-
husband and wife, father and mother, son 
and daughter, brother and sister, loved ones 
with kindred aims, pursuits, objects, aspira-
tions, sympathies, each delighting to serve 
the other. When health and average pros-
perity are present, earth knows no brighter 
spot, no holier benison, than such a home. 

God's Purpose and Plan 
That is God's plan for his children now; 

it has always been God's plan. Let me tell 
you in simple language the story of the rec-
ord of the Old Book. Over the mighty arch-
way of its entrance stand the simple but sub-
lime words, "In the Beginning God Created 
the Heaven and the Earth." Gen. 1: 1. 
Surely the infinite God had an object in this. 

"Not for sport of mind or force 
East thou made the universe, . 
But as atmosphere and zone 
Of thy loving heart alone." 

Within that zone came this creature man, 
created "in the image of God," "male and 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth." Gen. 1: 27, 28. Such is the in-
spired record of man's origin. How infinitely 
superior to all the theories, fancies, hypoth-
eses, and guesses of humanity! 

"In the image of God" implies not only 
physical form, but moral likeness and kinship; 
for in man's restoration he is still God's 
"workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works," "a new creature," "the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him." Eph. 
2: 10; 2 Cor. 5: 17; Col. 3: 10. 

The dominion given man extended over 
the earth and all upon it. That earth was 
to be his eternal home. "Thus with the 
Lord, . . . I have made the earth, and cre-
ated man upon it. . . For thus saith the 
Lord that created the heavens; God himself 
that formed the earth and made it; he hath 
established it, he created it not in vain, he 
formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord [Je-
hovah]; and there is none else." Isa. 45: 
11-18. 

In God's eternal purpose a certain number 
would people the earth. When the fullness 
of the purpose met its fruition, there would 
not be an earth partly empty, nor too full. 
There would be neither desolation nor crowd- 

the purpose of God the definite number 
were of perfect character - God's image. 
God "made man upright" (Reel. 7:29), and 
his normal, active attitude was to be sym-
bolic of his character-in God's image. 
Character, holy character, is all that is of 
worth in God's sight. His children "should 
be' holy and without blame before him,•" 
and.therefore "in love" he "predestinated" 
theim. or marked them-out, to be "children 
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will." Eph. 1:4, 5. 

No other characters come into his purpose. 

No others are part of his plan. They may 
seem to be, and may affect it by his permis-
sion temporarily, but they are without his 
plan; and being apart from him, perish, and 
help to demonstrate the greater glory of his 
purpose. 

These characters are determined by test, 
by trial, by probation. Character can be 
formed in no other way. As man came from 
God, he was potentially righteous. Had.  he 
continued in'  he royal way of faith; Eiii-vinnir 
have developed into one of the shining char-
acters of God's plan, destined to live forever; 
for "in the way of righteousness is life; and 
in the pathway thereof there is no death." 
Prov. 12: 28. And the names of the char-
acters of this definite number were written in 
God's book of life before the foundation 'of 
the world. Rev. 13:8; 17:8. For that num-
ber of characters worthy to live to all eter-
nity, God created this earth, and, inspecting 
the finished planet, with divine precision he 
pronounced it all "very good." 

In that earth he planted a garden, a model 
for the race in all the ages to come. "Out 
of the ground rpade the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and 
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil." Gen. 2: 9. 

But one prohibition his Maker put upon 
him, as he had the right to do, as was for 
man's highest good. Man must learn by 
faith in God's teaching just what was good 
and what was evil, not by experience in evil. 
Thus learning by faith, man would have de-
veloped a strong, unselfish character, ever 
growing and developing in the moral image 
of God. 

Traditions of That Time 
To that glorious time, that past golden 

age, point the traditions of eivilized peoples 
and barbarous tribes. The traditions are 
the perversions of the true Bible story. 

The Tempter Came 

Into that sinless Eden, filled with happy 
bird songs, with odor of sweet flowers and 
foods, and with the bliss of the innocent chil-
dren of God, came the tempter, the "son of 
the morning," who had in supreme love of 
self revolted against God. He came to de-
ceive and to destroy. He tempted our first 
parents through appetite, through self-wor-
ship, through presumption, through unbelief, 
to sin against God. 

God had said, "In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." Con. 2: 17. 
The devil said, "Ye shall not surely die: . . . 
ye shall be as God." Gen. 3:4, 5, A,'R. V. 
And men have gone on foolishly believing the 
ancient lie ever since. 

Loss by Sin 

Man sinned, and lost life, lost innocence, 
and yielded his dominion over the earth to 
the devil, called by Jesus "the prince of this 
world" (John 12:31; 14:30), and by Paul 
"the god of this world," "the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience" (2 Cor. 4:4; 
Eph. 2: 2), the one who gives authority and 
power to the persecuting governments of 
earth (Rev. 13: 24). 

Awfulness of Sin 

Those sad results are with us still. For six 
long millenniums the earth has groaned under 
the curse of violated law, which God names 
sin. 

This earth is not normal. Humanity is 
not normal. God'S universe is not normal. 
God suffers the abnormality that his intelli-
gent creatures may know the infinite unsatis-
faction of inharmony with God. Glimpses 
God gives of a better state, a better time; but 
the fruition of the promise cannot come while 
sin abides. 

The Goodness of God 
But God did not leave man to die in slavish 

service to Satan. "He gave his only be-
gotten Son." John 3:16. That Son gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecul-
iar people, zealous of good works." Titus 
2:14. The eternal purpose for man holds. 
No rebellion, no exigency, will defeat God's 
purpose for humanity. 

There was the promise; the giving followed 
in one constant outpouring till the Son of 
the eternal God died upon the cross, made sin 
for ma, that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God-in him." 2 Cor. 5:20. 

The Battle Ground 
The chief victory of the devil was in the 

human heart. Man, designed to be a temple 
of God's life, yielded that temple to Satan, 
and sin became infleshed, and man's dominant 
mind, carnal, or fleshly. All evil elsewise is 
the result of that defeat. The battle of vic-
tory must be fought there, in the flesh. 
There must come within the seed of the 
woman - humanity -- a power from above 
to cast out sin, to cleanse and renew the 
heart and make it obedient, and to establish 
therein the law of God. Therefore the prom-
4.sts..of..victory,. the-premise-of righteousness, 

promise of the eternal inheritance in light, 
ever comes through the Seed promised o 
God. Let us very briefly trace some of the 
promises. 

1. We are assured in Gen. 3:15 that there 
will come the time when the Seed born of 
the woman, though wounded by the serpent, 
shall bruise the serpent's head, strike him in a 

vital part, and destroy both sin and its fruit-
age, death. And this promise is reflected in 
the New Testament thus: "The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet." Rom. 
16: 20. "Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage." Heb. 
2:14, 15. 

2. Of Noah's three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth, the Seed should come through 
Shem. Of the families which sprang from 
Shem, Abraham was chosen. God prom-
ised his faithful servant, great things, and 
thus emphasized his promise: "And he 
brought him forth abroad, and said, Look 
now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if  

thou be able to number them: and he said 
unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he be-
lieved in the Lord; and he counted it to him 
for righteousness." Gen. 15: 5, 6. God con-
firmed this promise to his aged servant a lit-
tle later by an oath, in which the very God-
head was pledged to its performance, that 
Abraham's seed should be multiplied "as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand upon the 
seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate 
of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed." Gen. 22: 
16-18. 

3. Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac; but the Seed was to come through 
Isaac, the miraculous child of promise. Gen-
esis 21. Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob. 
The Seed was to come through Jacob - 
"Israel," the prevailer with God. Gen. 28: 
13; 32: 28. Jacob had twelve sone; the prom-
ise was through Judah. Unto the Shiloh of 
his tribe should "the gathering of the people 
be." Gen. 49: 10. 

Promise to David 

4. But from Judah sprang many families. 
God chose one of these,Jesse, and of Jesse's 
seven sons, David. Ad therefore by "the 
stem of Jesse" and "the root and the off-
spring of David," comes, according to the 
flesh, our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Isa. 11:1; Rev. 22:16; Rom. 1:3, 4. To 
David, God made promise that to his seed he 
would "establish his kingdom. He shall 
build an house for my name, and I will stab-
bah the throne of his kingdom forever." 
2 Sam. 7: 12, 13. This promise was not ful-
filled in the kings of Judah. A few were 
faithful; most of them were apostates. At 
last the kingdom came to an end under the 
weak and wicked Zedekiah, taken captive by 
Babylon. And of him the prophet speaks: 
"And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, 

.whose day is come, when iniquity shall have 
an end, thus saith the Lord God; Remove the 
diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not 
be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase 
him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he 
come whose right it is; and I will give it him." 
Eze. 21:25-27. Three times now was the 
kingdom of the world to change hands -
under Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome. In 
the last overturning came the promised Seed, 

of whom the angel said: "Thou . . . shalt 
call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 
the Lord God shalIgive unto him the throne 
of his father David: and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; and of his king-
dom there shall be no end." Luke 1: 31-33. 
Then when shall sound the trump of God, the 
earthly rein of sin will have ended, and it 
shall be said in the courts of heaven, "The 
kingdom of the world is become the king-
dom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he 
shall reign forever and ever." 

The Lord is eternally triumphant. The 
promises to the Seed of the woman, like the 
red strand in the English cable, run like a 
golden cord from the beginning to the end 
of the Book of God; all renter in Christ Jesue 
our Lord, all look forward to the glorious 
home of God's redeemed. 

int 

In the Seed 

"BY FAITH ABRAHAM , SOJOURNED IN THE LAND OF PROMISE" 
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THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD 

5. But there is another point to this bright 
star of promises; namely, the many ecattered 
assurances of the Word of God, direct to the 
pilgrims of the night, longing for home. 
Read a few from among the many: - 

"The meek shall inherit the earth; and 
shall delight themselves in the abundance of 
peace." Ps. 37: 11. The meek do not in-
herit the earth now, but the arrogant, the 
oppressor. Now, too, there is abundance of 
war. The fulfillment of the promise yet 
waits. Our Lord echoes the same promise 
in the beatitudes: "Blessed axe the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth." Matt. 
5: 5. 

"And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him." Dan. 7:27. 
This will be the inheritance of God's chil-
dren when all the oppressive powers of earth 
are destroyed. Oppression is no more; all 
is life, liberty, glory forever. 

When Experienced 

Not until our Lord comes will the kingdom 
be given; for then, and not till then, will 
begin the eternal reign of the Son of God. 
"When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.. . . 
Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand, Come, 'ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world." Matt. 25:31- 
34. 	The long, cruel reign of sin will be over; 
the agonizing priesthood of our Lord will be 
finished. The sleeping saints of God will 
rise, clothed in immortality,. never to die any 
more; the long reign of righteousness will 
dawn, and the eternal purpose of God begin 
its endless round. 

The Character of That Home 

Not as now will be the homeland of God's 
people. Here and now it is blasted and 
marred by sin. The house is in possession 
of thieves that come to kill and destroy. 
John 10:8, 10. The true King, the Life-
giver, is coming. And all who are his will, 
at hie voice, rise immortal. 1 Cor. 15: 51-54. 
In the light of that ineffable glory of 
Christ, which the wicked have rejected 
in his character of love, they perish. 
2 Thess. 1: 8, 9. They cannot endure 
the indescribable splendor of his pres-
ence. The very earth is broken down 
before it. Jer. 4:23-26. The voice and 
trumpet of God shake the earth. Heb. 
12; 26-28. "The cities of the nations" 
fall. Rev. 16: 17-20. And those who 
survive the world-wide war of the day 
of God, when the slain will be "from 
one end of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth," will perish 
when the Lord appears, and the earth 
will be left desolate. ter. 25: 32, 33; 
Rev. 19: 21; Isa. 24: 1-5. God's chil-
dren, "born from above" (John 3: 3, 
margin), will ascend to the "Jerusa-
lem that- is above, . . . which is 
our mother." Gal. 4: 26. That city, 
"whose builder and maker is God," 
is the capital of the future kingdom. 
In that city above, God's people abide 
for a thousand years, while the earth 
lies desolate. They are partakers in 
"the first resurrection," the resurrec-
tion "out from among the dead," the 
resurrection to life and immortality. 
Rev. 20:5; Phil. 3:40, 11; 1 Cor. 15: 
51-54. In them will be fulfilled the 
promise of Jesus, "I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself." John 
14: 1-3. 

New Heavens and New Earth 
At the end of the thousand years 

takes place the final judgment of the 
wicked and their utter destruction. 
Electing to have no part in God's plan 
and purpose, they meet the inevitable 
result- death, extinction of being. In 
the "cleansing fire of his presence they 
die." Heb. 12: 29; Rev. 20:9. The devil, 
who has led and fostered rebellion against 
God, will be devoured, and "nevermore have 
any being." Eze. 28: 18, 19; Heb. 2: 14. 
God's universe will be free from sin. By his 
power God's children will be given immor-
tality - God's stamp of an incorruptible 
character. The same power that has re-
stored God's image in man, will speak to 
the chaos of sin upon this earth, as it 
spoke to the chaos in its first formation. 
Gen. 1:2. The same God which brought 
cosmos - order, beauty, arrangement - out 
of the chaos of night in the birth of the world, 
will bring life, order, beauty to this old earth. 
Thus saith the prophet: "Behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth; and the for-
mer shall not be remembered, nor come into 
mind. But be ye glad and rejoice foreVer in 
that which I create; for, behold, I create Je-
rusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." 
Isa. 65: 17, 18. This is repeated by an apos-
tle. Speaking of the destruction which 
awaits this present order of things, he says, 
"Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, where-
in dwelleth righteousness." 2 Peter 3:13. 
But this creation will not be apart from this 
present world, any more than the converted 
and immortal man is apart from the present 
man. "Behold," says the Ruler of the uni- 

verse, "I make all things new." Rev. 21: 5. 
What a kingdom that will be-the kingdom 
of a regenerated earth, peopled by a regen- 

• orated race! "And there shall be no more 
curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it." 

The King 

The King of that realm is not ruler alone 
by divine right or by direct heirship; he is, by 
the fullest, freest choice, the ruler of all his 
people. All have first chosen him, each 
alone by himself; and the reason of this 
choice is that he alone possesses all the quali-
fications of the king. He is of the royal line, 
the Son of the eternal God, the Ruler of the 
universe. He has all power and wisdom and 
knowledge; for "in him dwelleth all the full-
ness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 2: 9. 
There is absolute accord between him and 
the Father; for "it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fullness dwell." Col. 1: 19. 
The Father, because of his holy, unselfish 
character, "hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is . above every 
name." Phil. 2: 5-11. He loves his people 
with such a love that he died to redeem 
them even while they were Binning against 
him. He set them free from the slavery c • 
sin. He gave them new hearts, new life, 
new joy, everlasting peace. He is all in all 
to them, the King eternal. 

The Subjects 
He has made his subjects like himself. 

They are not cringing slaves, but willing, obe-
dient sons; and they became sons before they 
reached the kingdom. "Beloved, now are 
we the 9018 of God, and it cloth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is." 1 John 3: 2. 

There will be no want, no woe, no misery, 
no hatred, no strife, no sickness, no sorrow, 
no death, among the subjects of that king-
dom. "And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and he their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are 

awed away." Rev. 21:3, 4. "Behold, a 
•Hug shall reign in righteousness, and princes 

shall rule in judgment. And a man (the man, 
Christ Jesus] shall be as an hiding place from 
the wind, and a revolt from the tempest; as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of 
a great rock in a weary land. And the eyes 
of them that see shall not be dim, and the 
ears of them that bear shall hearken." Isa. 
32: 1-3. " And the inhabitant shall not say, 
I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall 
be forgiven their iniquity." Isa. 33: 24. 
"Thy people also shall be all righteous: they 
shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 
my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified." Isa. 60:21. " And the 
work of righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and assur-
ance forever." Isa. 32: 17. 

The capital city will in every way be wor-
thy of the earth that has been touched of 
God. The description of its glory is found in 
Revelation 21 and 22 and elsewhere. It 
stands in "a very great valley," and is a per-
fect square, three hundred and seventy-five 
miles on a side, its walls one hundred and 
forty-four feet high. There are twelve gates, 
three on each side. There are six great ave-
nues passing from wall to wall, three each 
way, dividing the city into sixteen great 
squares. Of its numerous smaller streets we  

know nothing. But this we know, that that 
city, "whose builder and maker is God," 
with its walls of jasper, its foundations gar-
nished with all manner of precious stones, its 
gates of pearl, its streets of gold, its river of 
life, its light the glory of God, is incomparable 
in its beauty and splendor. The throne of 
the Eternal is in the midst 'of that city, and 
from him who sits upon it there shines a 
glory which eclipses the sun and moon, even 
though they are shining in sevenfold splen-
dor. lea. 24:23; 30:26; Rev. 22:3. 

Yet the immortal eyes of God's children 
shall be so strengthened that through the un-
dimmed glory they shall see his face. Their 
eyes shall see their King in his beauty. From 
the throne wells up the river of life, sending 
forth its life-giving and fructifying streams to 
all parts of the new earth. On either side, 
arching its living waters, grows the tree of 
life, bearing each month a different variety 
of life-giving fruit for the children of God. 
There are no foes; its gates are open night and 
day. All God's children have access to the 
city, and all the people of the kingdom are 
God's children. In the midst of that city is 
the throne of the Eternal. "And there shall 
be no more curse: and the throne of God and 

of angels, and constant as the succession of 
day and night. The homes of men were not 
yet haunted by the shadowy forms of fear. 
The thorns of regret had not yet grown in 
the path of pleasure. Sin had not mingled 
the poison of death in the full cup of life. 
The inner chambers of the soul were all open 
to heaven's light. The sun of peace and 
gladness was never hidden by the cloud of 
care and pain and sorrow. Man talked with 
God in open vision, as friend with friend, 
and he lived in daily companionship with the 
blessed. The poets of every and have sung 
their sweetest, saddest strains when lament-
ing the lost glory of that happy age, and the 
toiling millions of mankind have mourned 
over their hard lot, as the caged bird mourns 
in remembrance of the wild woods, and the 
slave groans under the burden of inherited 
bondage. 

The Legend of All Nations 
These faint beams of a glory that has passed 

away from the earth are found among the 
traditions of all nations; they can be traced 
back to the earliest periods of human history. 
Though darkened with many errors and su-
perstitions, they point to a common origin, 
and they spring from the actual and inspired 
history of man's first days on the earth. 
That better state, so brief in duration, so far  

of the Lamb shall be in it. . . . And they 
shall see his face." Rev. 22:3-5. Blessed 
privilege, to look into the kindest, most 
glorious, most loving face in all the uni-
verse, the face of our God, our Saviour, our 
Friend! 

Reader, to that eternal home, the half of 
the glories of which can never be told by  
mortal tongue or pen, God invites YOU. 
All the wealth of the grace of Christ is pledged 
to your salvation. Will you not accept the 
invitation, and have a part in the real "in-
heritance of the saints in light," a place in 
the homeland eternal? Read again: " I Jesus 
have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things in the churches. I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the bright 
and morning star. And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely." Rev. 22: 16, 17. 

You may not acquire a home here; do not 
miss the home eternal, where from month 
to month, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, you 
shall "see the King in his beauty," and " be 
satisfied." Ise.. 66: 22, 23. 

Father, "Thy kingdom come." Amen. 

away in the past, is fully described by the 
meaning of one word, " •F'cle " - a garden 
of delight, a paradise of loveliness and purity. 
By common consent the name stands for 
riches without want, health without sickness, 
pleasure without pain joy without sorrow, 
life without death. VFlaerever man can now 
find a region having most of what all desire 
and least of what all dread, they call it Eden. 

Thd First Man 
In such a home, surrounded with beauty 

and loaded with blessing, man woke to con-
scious being when the Lord God breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life and he 
became a living soul. The first father of our 
race knew nothing of the helplessness of in-
fancy. He started upon his career in the 
strength and fullness of perfect manhood. 
In the first moment of self-scrutiny he found 

himself everything that he would de- 
sire to be, with no feeling or suspicion 

TOKENS OF THE GOODLINESS OF THE BETTER COUNTRY 

The Garden of Eden 
By Daniel March • 

AMONG all nations and in all times there 
have been beautiful legends and blessed mem-
ories of a glory that once shone on the earth 
with the fullness of heavenly light. It has 
ever been supposed that all things were fair 
and lovely in the fresh morning of the world, 
and that every voice sang for joy when the 
heir of earth entered upon his great inherit-
ance. The all-creating -Father took the hand 
of his earthly child and walked with him, 
"teaching him to go," in the brightness of 
the broad noon and in the coolness of the 
forest shade. The sun shone upon the genial 
landscapes and gentle home, and the silent 
stars looked down upon sleeping innocence 
and secure repose. 

God Walks and Talks With Man 
Between heaven and earth the flow of 

thought and sympathy was'iree as the flight 

that anything had been omitted or 
overdone in the selection and finish 
of his faculties. As the bird could 
wish itself nothing else than what it 
was when bursting forth upon the 
wing, so the first man could find no 
defect in the constitution of his being. 
The whole creation around him was 
pronounced very good by Him whose 
standard is infinite perfection, and 
man was the last and best work of all. 

Perfection and Beauty 

The flowers that bloomed on the 
bunks of the fourfold river of Para-
dise the forests that clothed the hills 
and,  climbed the distant mountain 
sides, the singing birds that lifted 
the sweet incense of song highest into 
the dome of heaven, the splendors 
that poured from the open gates of 
the morning, and the golden hues that 
robed the Betting day, were all that 
God made them to be in beauty and 
in use the first day of their existence, 
and man himself was the crowning 
glory of the whole, the consummation 
of all completeness, the last and grand-
est achievement of infinite wisdom 
and power in the work of creation. 

The first rose that bloomed in Eden 
was mature and perfect on the day 
of its appearance. The grape was 
already banging on the vine, and the 
fig was formed upon • the tree; the 
goodly feathers adorned the ostrich, 
and the tawny lion "shook his brin-
dled mane;" the mighty oak and the 
mountain pine rose to their loftiest 
height in the same day that the Lord 
God created them by his power. 

They did not grow up at first by slow de-
velopment from germs and atoms. Every 
race started with a full-grown and perfect 
life. All this is implied in the simple state-
ment of the inspired record, that the Lord 
God planted the garden and made it com-
plete -before delivering it into the hands of 
its new possessor. It was fitting that the 
Creative Power, in bringing new classes of 
beings upon the earth, should start them in 
their generations at the highest perfection. 

Evolution a Fable 

And so man began his existence on the 
earth at the very highest grade of human 
power and excellence. The utmost that the 
race could do in all subsequent time would be 
to equal the first perfect man as God made 
him. He was not left to roam the wilderness 
in search of food and to seek a shelter in the 
caves of the earth. The idea that the first 
man was a savage, and that his first home 
was with the brutes, is a fable of heathen 
poets or an invention of misnamed philosophy, 
having no foundation in reason or revelation. 
The highest attainment of modern culture is 
only an imperfect return to the blessed age 
when the human mmd was taught directly by 
divine inspiration, and every faculty was 
fresh and free to range through. all the works 
of God. 
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The Home of the Saved 
A Bible Study 

A Garden of Delight 
The first home which the heavenly Father 

gave his earthly child was in a garden of 
delight - a paradise of loveliness and beauty. 
The Lord God selected the site, and planted 
the garden with his own hand. Along the 
shaded walks and winding streams he set the 
fruitful trees and hung the climbing vines. 
He chose every shade and shape of leaf and 
flower to make them pleasant to the eye. 
He gave the form and flavor of fruit such as 
should satisfy both the desire for beauty and 
the appetite for food. Within that sacred 
conservatory the first man could survey the 
most rare and beautiful productions in the 
whole vegetable world, collected and ranged 
in order by his divine teacher for him to 
study and admire. The towering cedar 
crowned the distant heights, the branching 
banyan spread its "pillared shade high over-
arched" along the quiet walk; the tufted 
palm waved its feathery fronds in the evening 
wind, when the voice of the Lord God was 
heard while he walked among the trees of 
the garden in the cool of the day. 

Adam Names the Beasts of His 
Dominion 

The wild beasts were moved by divine im-
pulse to present themselves in peaceful hom-
age before their human lord and receive such 
names as he would give. Bright birds flashed 
like meteors among the branches of the dim 
woods. The wildest were tame in the pres-
ence of man, and ail came with beauty and 
song to receive his praise and to adorn his 
garden of delight. Dominion was given unto 
him over all the living tribes of the earth, 
and he was inspired with skill to exercise that 
dominion so far as to make the bird and the 
beast obey him. The names which he gave 
to the multitudes of living creatures indi-
cated a knowledge of their habits and in-
stincts more precise and significant than the 
dry and studied terms of modern science. 
The wild min of the West named the bright 
cascade Minnehaha, that the word might 
bring to mind the merry sound of "the 
laughing water." And so the names which 
were given to the winds, the clouds, the 
rivers, the forests the beasts, the birds, by 
the inspired man in Paradise, were all sig-
nificant of the objects to which they were 
given. The most obvious and distinctive 
characteristic of the bird or flower was con-
veyed by the sound and sense of its name. 
If we could still speak the language of Eden, 
our children would learn the qualities of 
things from the names they bear. 

Taught of God 
God himself was the teacher of the first man, 

and under the instruction of Omniscience 
the pupil was conducted at once through 
the whole range of knowledge by special in-
spiration. The Almighty Father spoke to 
his earthly child with a human voice, and so 
man learned to speak. In the beginning of 
language, man received every word from the 
mouth of the Lord. The vocal sounds which 
give the names of things, the forms arid in-
flections of words which express connected 
thought, were never invented by man nor 
created by necessity. They were given as 
truly as were the faculties of the mind and 
the organs of the body. No effort or want 
or invention of man could-have created the 
organs of speech. Just as little could he 
originate language itself. It must be given 
by the inspiration of the Almighty or he 
would be speechless forever. 

A Pure Language 
And the first language spoken by man was 

the best, because it came fresh and living 
from the mouth of God. The perfection of 
the first speech was correspondent to the 
perfection of the first man. The many lan-
guages now spoken on the earth, compared 
with the first, are only as the shining frag-
ments of a broken vase compared with the 
beautiful whole. The fragments are not only 
irregular and incomplete, but they have been 
scattered in the dust and soiled. -Taken 
piece by piece and polished with ever so care-
ful a hand, we can only guess at the primitive 
meaning of the part-we can never recon-
struct the perfect whole. 

All the philosophers in the world could not 
create a language, any more than they could 
create a man. They can only take what has 
been given by God, and the gift itself as now 
received marred with all of man's imperfec-
tions. The child learns to speak only by 
hearing others speak. If the whole race 
were struck dumb, or one generation should 
grow up without hearing a word spoken, lan-
guage would be lost to the earth, and it could 
be recovered only by direct inspiration from 
the Almighty. All our attempts to refine 
and improve language me only slight ap-
proaches toward the power and the purity 
with which the first man was taught to speak 
with his Maker in the garden of delight. 

The first man had a home suited to his 
wants and gratifying to his taste. The first 
human habitation was built by him who built 
the worlds. 

Happy Days of Innocence 

And so lived the great first father of man-
kind in his garden home while the happy 
days of innocence lasted, and the holy heav-
ens looked down upon a new world of purity 
and love. To the first created man was given 
a companion correspondent to him in nature 
and his counterpart in affection. Hand in 

hand the blessed pair walked through the 
green fields and shaded aisles, conversing in 
language which both had learned from the 
mouth of God, as angels walk by the river of 
life in the Paradise above. Birds of the 
sweetest song joined with them in their morn-
ing hymn of praise. Flowers of the sweetest 
perfume shed incense on their path. Celes-
tial harmonies murmured in the air. Guard-
ian spirits kept their repose by night. The 
Son of God appeared in form like their own, 
and poured into their attentive ear, fast as 
they could receive it, the knowledge of all 
things in heaven and earth. 

The Paradise of the Pure in Heart 
Such was man's first home in the garden of 

delight; such the freedom and high command 
which he enjoyed in the paradisiacal state. 
Alas for him that he should ever lose that 
blest abodel Alas for us that the lost Para-
dise should be so bard to regain! And yet it 
is not so much change of place that we need 
as change of heart. If Eden still remained, 
with all its primi-
tive beauty, and the 
flaming sword of 
the cherubim were 
lifted from the 
guarded gate that 
we might enter and 
reclaim the lost 
possession, it would 
not be to us a gar-
den of delight unless 
the innocence of the 
first man were ours. 
Long and dark as 
have been the ages 
of sin and sorrow 
since Adam fell, the 
pure in heart can 
still see God. If we 
should wander the 
earth over, and 
sound the deep and 
question the stars, 
in search of the joys 
of Eden, we should 
find them only in 
the paradise of the 
pure in heart. Long 
as have been the 
woes of exile from 
the garden of de-
light which God 
planted for man's 
first home, deep and 
dark as have been 
the shadows which 
have fallen upon 
every path trodden 
by human feet, the 
Holy One still 
dwells with the 
humble and con-
trite; guardian an-
gels still keep the 
home of those who 
walk with God. 

"Return Unto 
Me" 

The whole pur-
pose of divine reve-
lation is to open a 
way for the wander-
ing to come back, 
to convince the 
doubting, the fear-
ful, and the de-
spondent that their 
injured Father desires their return. The 
whole Book of God, from beginning to end, 
is a continual cry unto the children of men, 
"Return unto me, and I will return unto 
you." And God orders the whole course of 
his ell-teaching and eternal providence to 
confirm the voice of a Father's yearning and 
pleading love which cries through his Word. 
It is impossible for the wanderer to go beyond 
the reach of those bonds of love with which 
the Holy and the Blessed One is ever draw-
ing the disinherited child of earth back to 
his lost inheritance. 

Paradise Regained by the Cross of 
Christ 

The cherubim whose fiery sword guarded 
the gate of the forfeited Eden, forbidding all 
return, spread out their covering wings over 
the mercy seat in the tabernacle of Moses 
and in the temple of Zion. They were repre-
sented as bending forward with reverent and 
adoring study to learn what might be signi-
fied by the divine symbol of a propitiatory 
sacrifice for sin. Thus God taught his an-
cient people the great mystery which angels 
desired to look into - the mystery of pardon 
through the blood of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world-the mystery 
of Paradise regained by the cross of Christ. 
When the weary exile of earth returns from 
all his wanderings and stands in penitence 
at the guarded gate, pleading only the cross 
of Christ for admission, "the watching 
cherub hears and drops his double-flaming 
sword." The way of entrance is open and 
free. Angel hosts come forth to welcome him 
to bliss. Crowned and proclaimed as the 
ransomed of the Lord, he finds a brighter 
home and a better life than Adam lost in 
Eden. 

"IT is written, Eye bath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him." 

•  

God's Purpose in Creating the Earth 

1. Fon what purpose was the earth cre-
ated? 

"For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens; God himself that formed the earth 
and made it; he hath established it, he cre-
ated it not in vain, he formed it to be inhab-
ited." Isa. 45: 18. 

2. To whom has God given the earth? 
"The heaven, even the heavens, are the 

Lord's: but the earth hath he given to the chil-
dren of men." Ps. 115: 16. 

3. For what purpose was man made? 
"Thou modest him to have dominion over 

the works of thy hands; thou host put all things 
under his feet." Ps. 8:6. See Gen. 1: 26; 
Heb. 2: 8. 

4. How did man lose his dominion? 
Through sin. Horn. 5: 12; 6:23. 
5. When man lost his dominion, to whom 

did he yield it? 
"For of whom a man is overcome, of the 

same is he brought in bondage." 2 Peter 
2: 19. 

Nora.- Man was overcome by Satan in 
the garden of Eden, and there yielded him-
self and his possessions into the hands of his 
captor. 

6. In tempting Christ, what ownership did 
Satan claim? 

"And the devil, taking him up into an high 
mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time. And the 
devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee,-  and the glory of them: for that is de-
livered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I 
give it." Luke 4:5, 6. 

The Dominion Restored Through 
Christ 

7. Through whom is this first dominion to 
be restored? 

"And thou, 0 tower of the flock, the strong-
hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall 
it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom 
shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem." 
Micah 4:8. 

NOTE.-The "tower of the flock" is 
Christ. 

8. Why did Christ say the meek are 
blessed? 

"Blessed are the meek: for they shall in-
herit the earth." Matt. 5:5. 

NOTE.- This inheritance cannot be real-
ized in this life' for here the truly meek gen-
erally have little of earth's good things. 

9. Who does David say have most now? 
"For I was envious at the foolish, when I 

saw the prosperity of the wicked. . . Their 
eyes stand out with fatness: they have more 
than heart could wish." Ps. 73:3-7.  

10. Where are the righteous to be recom-
pensed? 

"Behold, the righteous shall be recom-
pensed in the earth: much more the wicked 
and the sinner." Prov. 11:31. 

11. What will be the difference between 
the portion of the righteous and the wished? 

"Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and 
he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the 
wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it." Ps. 
37:34. 

The Promise to Abraham 
12. What promise was made to Abraham 

concerning the land? 
"And the Lord said unto Abram, after that 

Lot was separated from "him, Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where 

thou art northward, and southward, 
and eastward, and westward: for all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed forever." Gen. 13: 
14, 15. 

13. How much did this promise com-
prehend? 

"Far the promise, that he should be 
the heir of the world, was not to Abra-
ham, or to his seed, through the law, 
but through the righteousness of faith." 
Rom. 4:13. 

14. How much of the land of Canaan 
did Abraham own in his lifetime? 

"And he gave him none inheritance 
in it, no, not so much as to set his foot 
on: yet he promised that he would 
give it to him for a possession, and to 
his seed after him, when as yet he had 
no child." Acts 7: 5. See Heb. 11: 13. 

15. How much of the promised pos-
session did Abraham expect during his 
lifetime? 

"By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went. By faith he sojourned 
in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise: for he looked for a 
city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God." Heb. 11:8-10. 

The Promise Fulfilled to Spiritual 
Israel 

16. Who is the seed to whom this 
promise is made? 

"Now to Abraham and his seed were 
the promises made. He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 
And to thy seed, which is Christ." Gal. 
3: 16. 

17. Who are heirs of the promise? 
"And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 

Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise." Verse 29. 

18. Why did not these ancient wor-
thies receive the promise? 

"And these all, having obtained a 
good report through faith, received not 
the promise: God having 
better thing for us, that 1 	without us 

tvided some 

should not be made perfect.' Heb. 11: 
39, 40. 
The Destruction and Restoration 

of the Earth 
19. What is to become of our earth in the 

day of the Lord? 
"But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
dements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be 
.bunted up." 2 Peter 3:10. 

20. What will follow this great conflagra-
tion? 

"Nevertheless we, according to his prom-
ise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." Verse 13. 

Nod's.-At the coming of Christ, the liv-
ing wicked will die, and the saints will be 
taken to heaven to dwell with Christ a thou-
sand years, or until the wicked of all ages are 
judged, and the time comes for their destruc-
tion and the purification of the earth by the 
fires of the last day. Following this, the 
earth will be formed anew, and man, redeemed 
from sin, will be restored to his original do-
minion. 

21. To what Old Testament promise did 
Peter evidently refer? 

"For, behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth: and the former shall not be re-
membered, nor come into mind." Isa. 65: 17. 

22. What was shown the apostle John in 
vision? 

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away; and there was no more sea." 
Rev. 21:1. 

MOSES VIEWING THE PROMISED LAND 

The Lost Dominion 

The New Jerusalem 
23. What was one of Christ's parting 

promises to his disciples? 
"In my Father's house are many mansions; 

if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you." John 14:2. 

24. What does Paul say God has prepared 
for his people? 

"But now they desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 



new earth: and the former shall not be remem-
bered, nor come into mind ("come upon the 
heart" (margin); that is, be desired)." Isa. 
65: 17. 

42. Who will dwell with the redeemed? 
"He will dwell with them, and they shall 

be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God." Rev. 21:3. 

43. What will it mean to dwell in God's 
presence? 

"In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy 
right hand there are pleasures forevermore." 
Ps. 16:11. 

44. How will the ransomed of the Lord 
return to Zion? 

"And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall ob-
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh-
ing shall flee away." Isa. 35: 10. 

45. How enduring will be their pleasures? 
"For as the days of a tree are the days of 

my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands." Isa. 65:22. 

46. How long will they possess the future 
kingdom? 

"But the saints of the Most High shall 
take the kingdom, and possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever." Dan. 
7:18. 

"THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN" 

The Goodly Land 
By IJriah Smith 
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ashamed to be called their God: for he bath 
prepared for them a city." Hob. 11: 16. 

25. Where is this city, and what is it called? 
"But Jerusalem which is above is free, which 

is the mother of us all." Gal. 4:26. 
26. For what did Abraham look? 
"For he looked for a city which hath foun-

dations, whose builder and maker is God." 
lieb, 11:10. 

The Descent of the New Jerusalem 

27. What did John see concerning this 
city? 

"And I John saw the holy city, New Jertfr 
salem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband." Rev. 21: 2. 

28. How many foundations has 
this city? 

"And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and in them 
the names of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb." Verse 14. 

29. Of what are the streets of 
the city composed? 

"And the street of the city 
was pure gold, as it were trans-
parent glass." Verse 21. 

30. Why will this city have no 
need of the sun or moon? 

"And the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof. And the nations of 
them which are saved shall walk 
in the light of it: and the kings 
of the earth do bring their glory 
and honor into it." Verses 23, 
24. See Rev. 22: 5; Isa. 60: 
19, 20. 

31. Why are its gates not to 
be closed? 

"And the gates of it shall not 
be shut at all by day: for there 
shall be no night there.' Rev. 
21:25. 

32. What will be excluded from 
this city? 

"And there shall in no wise 
enter into it anything that de.. 
fileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie." 
Verse 27. 

33. Who will be permitted to 
enter it? 

"Blessed are they that do Ms commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the 
city." Rev. 22: 14. 

NOTE.-The late English and American 
revisions render this, "Blessed are they that 
wash their robes," etc. The result is the 
same, for those who wash their robes cease 
to sin, and hence do God's commandments. 

The Metropolis of the New Earth 

34. When this city becomes the metropolis 
of the new earth, what will be the condition 
of God's people? 

"And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for theformer things 
are passed away." Rev. 21:4. "And there 
shall be no more curse." Rev. 22:3. 

35. What will be the condition of all the 
earth? 

"The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fat-
ling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the suck-
ing child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned-  child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Ism 
11:6-9. 

36. What seasons of worship will be ob-
served in the new earth? 

"For as the new heavens and the new earth, 
which I will make, shall remain before me, 
saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your 
name remain. And it shall come to pass, 
that from one new moon to another, and from 
one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to 
worship before me, saith the Lord." Isa. 
66:22, 23. 

37. What will the ransomed of the Lord 
then do? 

" And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy  
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall  
flee away." Isa. 35:10. 

Pleasures Forevermore 

38. What will finally be the privilege of 
God's children? 

"And they shall see his face." Rev. 22:4. 
39. How perfect will be their knowledge 

of God? 
"For now we see through a glass, darkly; 

but then face to face: now I know is part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known." 
1 Cor. 13: 12. 

40. Whom will they be like? 
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 

it doth not yet appear what we shall be': but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is." 
1 John 3: 2. 

41. How completely will the pains and 
sorrows of the former world pass away? 

"For, behold, I create new heavens and a 

He Will Come for His Own 

"Aran they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels." 
Mal. 3: 17. 

He comes not as a thief in the sense of 
stealing in stealthily and quietly upon the 
world, and purloining goods to which he has 
no right. But he comes to take to himself 
his dearest treasure, his sleeping and living 
saints, whom he has purchased with his own 
precious blood, whom he has wrested from 
the power of death in fair and open conflict, 
and for whom his coming will be no less open 
and triumphant, too. it will be with the 
brilliancy anti splendor of the lightning as it 
shines from the east to the west. Matt. 
24:27. It will be with a sound of a trumpet 
that shall pierce to earth's lowest depths, 
and with a mighty voice that shall wake the 
sainted sleepers from their dusty beds. Matt. 
24:31, margin; I'D:less. 4: 16. He will come 
upon the wicked as a thief, only because they 
persistently shut their eyes to the tokens of 
his approach, and will not believe the decla-
rations of his Word that he is at the door. 

A Glorious Climax of the Plan of 
Salvation 

"He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." Rev. 
22:20, 21. 

The Word of God is given to instruct us 
in reference to the plan of salvation. The 
second coming of Christ is to be the climax 
and completion of that great scheme. It is 
most appropriate, therefore, that the book 
should close with the solemn announcement, 
"Surely I come quickly." Be it ours to join 
with fervent hearts in the response of the 
apostle, "Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." 

Thus closes the volume of inspiration,-
closes with that which constitutes the best of 
all promises, and the substance of the Chris-
tian's hope-the return of Christ. 

Then Shall the Elect Be Gathered 

and bid a long farewell to all the ills of this 
mortal life. How rich in all that is precious 
to the Christian is this promise! Wandering 
an exile in this evil world, separated from the 
few of like precious faith, he longs for the 
companionship of the righteous, the commun-
ion of saints. Here he shall obtain it; for all 
the good shall be gathered, not from one 
land only, but from all lands; not from one 
age only, but from all ages,-the great har-
vest of all the good, coming up in long and 
glorious procession, while angels shout the 
harvest home, and the timbre's of heaven 
sound forth in joyous concert; and a song 
before unheard, unknown, in the universe, 
the song of the redeemed, shall add its mar-
velous notes of rapture and melody to the 
universal jubilee. So shall the saints be 
gathered, to be joyful in one another's pres-
ence forever and ever,- 

"While the glory of God, like a molten sea, 
Bathes the immortal company." 

This gathering has nothing in it but that 
which is desirable. The saints cannot but sigh 
and pray for it. Like Job, they cry out for 
the presence of God. Like David, they can-
not be satisfied till they awake in his likeness 
In, this mortal condition we "groan, being 
burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon." We cannot but be upon 

• tiptoe for "the adoption, to wit, the redemp-
tion of our body.' Our eyes are open for 
its visions, our ears are waiting to catch the 
sounds a the heavenly music, and our 
hearts are beating in anticipation of its infi-
nitet,joy. Our appetites are growing sharp 
for the marriag6 supper. We cry out for 
the living God, and long to come into his 
presence. COME, LORD JESUS, COME 
QUICKLY. No news more welcome than 
the announcement that the command has 
gone forth from the Lord to his angels, 
Gather together unto me my elect from the 
four winds of heaven! 

The Land of Rest 

I see there a land which stands in a won-
derful contrast to this. As the hymn says - 

"0, how unlike the present world 
Will be the one to come!" 

I see fields smiling in living green, trees 
majestic in their wealth of verdure, flowers 
dazzling with their rainbow hues, and on 
neither field nor tree nor flower do I see the 
touch of frost, or the pale hand of decay. 
I see no footprints of the curse, no scars of 
sin; no pestilence walking in darkness, nor 
destruction wasting at noonday. I see no 
forms distorted with pain, nor brows fur-
rowed with anxiety and care. I see no 
mournful shafts telling where weary forms 
and sad and broken hearts have gone down 
into dust and darkness. I see no painful 
messages passing over that land telling that 
a friend, a brother, a fellow laborer, has 
fallen beneath the cruel stroke of a relentless 
foe. I.see no darkened room where the tide 
of a precious life is ebbing slowly away. I 
see no bosoms heaving with anguish, no 
badges of mourning, no funeral trains, no 
yawning, insatiate grave. But on the other 
hand, I see a glorious company who bear 
bright palms of victory over death and the 
grave. 

I see every eye sparkling with the fullness 
of the joy that reigns within. I see on every 
cheek the bloom of eternal youth and ever-
lasting health. I see every limb lithe and 
strong. I see the lame man leaping as an 
hart. I see the blind gazing with rapture on 
the celestial glory. I see the deaf listening 
enchanted to the heavenly melody. I see 
the dumb joining with loud voice in the 
anthems of praise. I see the mother clasp-
ing to her bosom the children she had lost 
awhile in the land of the enemy, but now 
recovered forever. I see long-parted friends 
meet in eternal reunion. I see a river so 
pure and clear, so charged with every ele-
ment of refreshment and life, that it is called 
"the river of life." I see a tree overarching 
all, so healing in its leaves, so vivifying in its 
fruits, that it is called "the tree of life." I 
see a great white throne in whose effulgence 

there is no need of moon or sun to give us 
light. I hear a voice saying to that victo-
rious company, "This is your rest forever, 
and you shall no more be acquainted with 
grief; for there shall be no more pain or 
death, and sorrow and mourning have for-
ever fled away." And in all the universe I 
then see no trace of sin or suffering, but I 
hear from every world and from every 
creature a joyous anthem, like the sound of 
many waters, going up to God; and they 
say, "Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 

The Place of Gathering 

has nothing but attraction. Jesus, 
the fairest among ten thousand, is 
there. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Noah, Job, and Daniel, prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, the perfec-
tion of heavenly society, are there. 
Visions of beauty are there; flow-
ers that never fade, streams that 
never dry, products in a variety 
that never ends, fruits that never 
decay, crowns that never dim, 
harps that know no discord, and 
all else of which a taste purited 
from sin and raised to the plane 
of immortality, can form any con-
ception or think desirable, are 
there. 

We Must Be There 

We must bask in the forgiving 
smiles of God, to whom we have 
become reconciled, and sin no 
more; we must have access to that 
exhaustless fount of vitality, the 
fruit of the tree of life, and never 
die; we must repose under the 
shade of its leaves, which are for 
the service of the nations, and 
never again grow weary; we must 
drink from the life-giving foun-
tain, and thirst nevermore; we 
must bathe in its silvery spray, 
and be refreshed; we must walk 
on its golden sands, and feel that 
we are no longer exiles; we must 
exchange the cross for the crown, 
and feel that the days of our 
humiliation are ended; we must lay 
down the staff and take the palm 
branch, and feel that the journey is 

done; we must put off the rent garments of our 
warfare for the white robes of triumph, and feel 
that the conflict is ended and the victory 
gained; we must exchange the toil-worn, dusty 
girdle of our pilgrimage, for the glorious 
vesture of immortality, and feel that sin and 
the curse can never more pollute us. 0 day 
of rest and triumph and every good, delay 
not thy dawning! Let the angels at once be 
sent to gather the elect. Let the promise be 
fulfilled which bears in its train these match-
less glories. 

"EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS." 

" OUR PARADISE HOME " 
THosE who have read this paper will 

sorely want to read the book entitled 
" Our Paradise Home." It is a beautiful 
description of the saints' inheritance. 

128 pages, beautifully illustrated, cloth 
binding, so cents; thin paper edition, pa-
per cover, 15 cents. 

"THE WORLD'S CRISIS"  
THIS new book answers from a pro-

phetic standpoint the world's universal 
question: " What is the meaning of these 
things, and toward what end are we drift-
ing?" 128 pages; paper cover printed in 
two colors; profusely illustrated; price, 
25 cents, postpaid. 
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ALL who desire to study further the impor-
tant Bible subjects presented in this series of 
Extras should order from this list of valuable 
books put up in paper covers, postpaid, at the 
following very low prices: - 
Steps to Christ, 144 pages 	 $ .55 
Thoughts on Daniel, 345 sages 	 
Thoughts on Revelation, 43o pages 	 
His Glorious Appearing, 124 pages 	 
The Sabbath in the Scriptures, sit pages 
The Sabbath in History, 600 pages 	 
Capital and Labor, doS pages 	 
Here and Hereafter, 36o pages 	 
Bible Footlights, 32o pages 	  
Our Paradise Home, rag pages 	 
Religious Liberty in America, 448 pages 	 
The Coming King, 32o pages 	  

Order front the publishers, whose 
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