WEEK OF PRAYER NUMBER

/
/

R s AL .
Takoma Park, Washington, B. C., Thursday
T 2, e R TRE D GOSPE L,

TR T W

Ry
o

VIEW OF TATSIENLU, CHINA, OUR FARTHEST MISSION OUTPOST

This city is on the border line of old Tibet and China, and is the location
of Dr, J. N. Andrews and his coworkers,




The Seal of God

Mrs. ELLEN G. WHITE

“Hr eried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying,
Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even
every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. . .. And
he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s
inkhorn by his side; and the Lord said unto him, Go through
the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set
a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that ery
for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And
to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through
the city, and smite; let not your eye spare, neither have ye
pity; slay utterly old and young, both maids and little children,
and women; but come not near any man upon whom is the
mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the
. ancient men which were before the house.” Eze. 9:1-6.

Jesus is about to leave the mercy-seat of the heav-
enly sanctuary, to put on garments of vengeance, and
pour out his wrath in judgments upon those who have
not responded to the light God has given them.

“ Because sentence against an evil work is not executed
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in
them to do evil” HEeel. 8:11.

Instead of being softened by the patience and long
forbearance that the Liord has exercised toward them,
those who fear not God and love not the truth,
strengthen their hearts in their evil course. But
there are limits even to the forbearance of God, and
many are exceeding these boundaries. They have
overrun the limits of grace, and therefore God must
interfere and vindicate his own honor,

Of the Amorites, the Lord said: “In the fourth
generation they shall come hither again, for the in-
iquity of the Amorites is not yet full.” Although
this nation was conspicuous because of its idolatry
and corruption, it had not yet filled up the cup of its
iniquity, and God would not give command for its
utter destruction. The people were to see the divine
power manifested in a marked manner, that they
might be left without excuse. The compassionate Cre-
ator was willing to bear with their iniquity until the
fourth generation. 'Then, if no change was seen for
the better, his judgments were to fall upon them.

With unerring accuracy, the Infinite One still keeps
an account with all nations. While his mercy is ten-
dered with calls to repentance, this acecount will re-
main open; but when the figures reach a certain
amount which God has fixed, the ministry of his
wrath commences. The account is closed. Divine
patience ceases. There is no more pleading of mercy
in their behalf,

The prophet, looking down the ages, had this time
presented before his vision. The nations of this age
have been the recipients of unprecedented mereies.
The choicest of Heaven’s blessings have been given
them, but increased pride, covetousness, idolatry,
contempt of God, and base ingratitude, are written
against them. They are fast closing up their account
with God. ‘

But that which causes me to tremble, is the fact
that those who have had the greatest light and privi-
leges, have become contaminated by the prevailing
iniquity. Influenced by the unrighteous around them,
many, even of those who profess the truth, have grown
cold, and are borne down by the strong current of
evil. The universal scorn thrown upon true piety and
holiness, leads those who do not conneet closely with
God to lose their reverence for his law. If they were
following the light and obeying the truth from the
heart, this holy law would seem even more precious
to them when thus despised and set aside. As the dis-

respect for God’s law becomes more manifest, the line
of demarcation®between its observers and the world
becomes more ‘distinet. Love for the divine precepts
increases with one class, according as contempt for
them increases with another class.

The erisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swell-
ing figures show that the time for God’s visitation
has about come. Although loath to punish, never-
theless he will punish, and that speedily. Those who
walk in the light will see signs of the approaching
peril; but they are not to sit in quiet, unconcerned
expectancy of the ruin, comforting themselves with
the belief that God will shelter his people in the day
of visitation. Far from it. They should realize that
it is their duty to labor diligently to save others, look-
ing with strong faith to God for help. “ The effectual,
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its
power, At the time when the danger and depression
of the church are greatest, the little company who are
standing in the light will be sighing and erying for
the abominations that are done in the land. DBuf
more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of
the chureh, because its members are doing after the
manner of the world.

The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be
in vain. When the Lord comes forth as an avenger,
he will also come as a protector of all those who have
preserved the faith in its purity, and kept themselves
unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God
has promised to avenge his own eleet which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them,

The command is, “ Go through the midst of the
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that
cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst
thereof.” These sighing, crying ones had been hold-
ing forth the words of life; they had reproved, ecoun-
seled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonor-
ing God, repented and humbled their hearts before
him. But the glory of the Lord had departed from
Israel; although many still continued the forms of
religion, his power and presence were lacking.

(Continued on page 27) '
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The Present World Situation

Francis M. WiLcox

“ TuE night is far spent ; the day is at hand.” Rom.
13:12. Soon “he that shall come will come, and will
not tarry.” Heb. 10:37.

‘What a picture this night of human experience pre-
sents! A world of darkness and desolation, a world
of sorrow and suffering, a world afflicted in body and
distraught in mind, a world groping after light where
no light is, reaching out its hands for help and succor,
with no human deliverer to provide the longed-for aid.

Five years ago, almost without signal or warning,
the world was plunged into the fearful abyss of well-
nigh universal war. The outbreak of hostilities came
so suddenly, and so contrary to the expectations of
mankind generally, and the consequences were so fear-
ful in their effects, that men and women were left
stunned and bewildered. The flower of earth’s young
manhood was flung into the conflict. Millions perished
on the fields of battle or died of disease. Thousands
were driven from their homes. Some of the fairest
and most fertile regions of earth were desolated. Fam-
ine and pestilence followed in the wake of war, sweep-
ing away many thousands.

Many, as they have contemplated these fearful
scenes and strange anomalies during the last five years,
have wondered what it all meant. They have ques-
_ tioned the portent and meaning of the conditions ex-

isting in the world. Every man who has had a mes-
sage, or who has claimed to have a message as to the
meaning of these events, has been given respectful
audience. What do these things mean? Has the
present world situation a message? If so, what is that
message ?

To him devoid of understanding of the word and
ways of God the conditions in the world at the present
time speak with confused sound. To the student of
prophecy, dark and sorrowful as the picture is, it
heralds a brighter day. He sees in the situation added
evidence of the certainty of the prophetic word. Sit-
uations which he has long expected are at hand. Let
us look at questions of world interest and moment in
the light of these divine predictions.

The Demand for Peace

The second chapter of Isaiah, verses two to six,
presents a significant last-day prophecy:

“ It shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come
ve, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.”

How strikingly this prophecy is being fulfilled be-
fore our very eyes at the present time! From every
quarter there is going up a demand for peace. It is
fondly hoped by thousands that an agreement be-
tween the nations will prevent future war.

“ Many people ” are indeed saying, “ Liet us beat our
‘swords into plowshares’ and our ‘spears into prun-
ing hooks.”” And many excellent people are engaged
in this propaganda. High-minded statesmen are its
spokesmen. Ministers of the gospel are its earnest ad-
vocates. It has received the indorsement of all the
leading religious organizations in Protestant lands.
It is the best and highest effort on the part of mankind
to save itself.

Many believe that it will serve to minimize warfare,
even if it does not prevent it. 'We shall rejoice indeed
if this is the result. 'We must remember, however, that
the resolutions of men are like ropes of sand; that the
elemental fury of war has its wellspring in the pas-
sions of the human heart; that man can never make
himself righteous by resolution or by legal enactment:
and that just as long as the human heart remains un-
changed, strife and warfare will prove the inevitable
logic of human association.

A Religio-Political Union

Side by side with this movement for international
conciliation and agreement there is arising a movement
among religious organizations which has for its object
the union of Christendom, the enthronement of Christ
as the world ruler. This religious propaganda which
is being carried forward indorses in the highest terms
a league of nations, fondly believing that the inter-
ests of the church will be materially advanced as the
result of an international agreement among the gov-
ernments of earth.
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It is altogether probable that in the days to come a
close organic union will be formed between the church
and the state. For many years this has in faet been
the grand objective for which several religious organi-
zations have been working, Devoid of that spiritual
power which accompanied the chureh of Christ in
the days of its purity, the modern church will reach
out after the power of the state. Apostate Protestant-
ism will clasp hands with the papal power of Rome.
A united effort will be made to Christianize the state,
to place certain religious laws and usages on a legal
basis. The observance of so-called Christian institu-
tions, notably that of the Sunday Sabbath, will be en-
forced by law. Dissenters will be persecuted, first by
the confiseation of property, then by imprisonment,
and finally by making them subjeet to the death
sentence. ]

We are as confident that this situation will develop
in the near future as if it were already here. The
propheey contained in the thirteenth e¢hapter of Reve-
Iation clearly indieates this. This religio-political un-
ion will be heralded as the last hope of the world, the
only means by which if
may be saved from utter
ruin,

Little do the men and
women who are working
for this objeetive realize
what will be the outcome
of their fearful work. In
seeking thus to save the
world, they will work its
ruin. In seeking in this
manner to save themselves,
they will reject the only
means of salvation, namely,
the Liord Jesus Christ. We
may not be able to forecast
the exaet manner in which
this combination will be
worked out. "We must econ-
tent ourselves with closely ‘
watching the progressive steps that are taken, and
prepare ourselves for the crisis which will resnlt.

The Political Situation

‘We cannot believe that any international agreement
among the nations will serve permanently to prevent
war for the future. There will exist the same national
Jealousies and animosities which have produced war
in the past, and these national rivalries are bound to
find expression. In Joel 3:9-16 we have an outline
of the conditions which will actually exist in the last
days among the nations of men:

“Proclaim ye this among the Gentilés: Prepare war, wake
up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them
come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning
hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble
yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves to-
gether round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come
down, O Lord. Let the heathen he wakened, and come up to
the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the
heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats over-
flow; for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in
the valley of decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the
valley of decision, The sun and the moon shall be darkened,
and the stars shall withdraw their shining, The Lord also shall
roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the
heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope
of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.”

A comparison of this propheey with the one found
in the second chapter of Isaiah presents a strikingly

THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD

HOME OF THE BAJAUS IN DRITISH NORTH BORNEO

The members of this tribe were at ene time noted seafaring pirates.
A number have accepled the third angel’s message.

Vol. 96, No. 45

contrasted situation. The prophet Isaiah declares that
many people will be demanding peace. We see that
prophecy in process of fulfilment. The prophet Joel
declares that down at the very end of time the na-
tions of earth will be engaged in deadly conflict, beat-
ing their implements of peace into implements of
war. Here is a paradoxical situation — a world-wide
demand for peace, and yet, as a final result, a world
assembled for war,
The Industrial Situation

Another striking feature of the situation is that
existing in the industrial world. During the war the
demands of both eapital and labor were largely sub-
ordinated to the higher elaims of patriotic duty.
Again and again when various strikes were threatened
both east and west of the Atlantie, appeals to the
patriotism of the men involved, led to the following
of saner ecounsel and to the suppressing for the time
being of the threatened upheaval. This situation has
almost entirely changed. TFor months the laboring
men have been preparing for what they denominate
“the war after the war,” the conflict with their his-
toric enemy,— intrenched
capital. The war has pro-
dneced a shortage in the la-
bor market. The labor un-
ions recognize this. They
belicve that now is their
hour of opportunity. At a
ereat labor convention held
recently, there was enunei-
ated what was ealled “a
new declaration of inde-
pendenee,”  asserting the
right of labor to determine
griestions of wages and em-
ployment, and its right to
a share in the produets of
labor.

The last few months
have witnessed labor
strikes in praectically every
nation of earth. At one time recently there were
one hundred ten different strikes in New York City
alone. Chicago, Liverpool, Boston, and other great
cities have been the scenes of violent demonstrations.
Jenturies ago the Lord foresaw the conditions which
would exist in the world today, and through his
prophet described the very sitnation we see around
us. This prophetic forecast is found in James 5: 1-8.

The Growing Power of Modern Spiritnalism

Another significant sign of the days in which we live
is found in the marked development of modern Spirit-
ualism and the manner in which it is being received
at the present time by multitudes throughout the
world. The sorrow and suffering entailed by the
Great War is largely responsible for this inereased im-
petus. Thousands of parents who have been bereft of
children, sisters who have lost brothers, wives who
have been parted from husbands, arc suffering the
sorrow and agony of enforced separation. What
would they not give for one word from these who were
dearer to them than life itself? The realization of
this hope is promised by modern Spiritualism. Tt
professes to be able to establish communication be-
tween the living and the dead, to bring back the spirits
of the departed. Taking advantage of the sorrow-
stricken world, it plays upon the superstition and
credulity of heartbroken men and women. It touches
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them at their weakest point, and seeks to gain access
to their souls through this avenue of easiest approach.
As a result, a great wave of Spiritnalism is sweeping
over the world. Thousands are seeking relief and
comfort in the spiritualistic séance. Public demon-
strations are being given by Spiritualist lecturers,
and these are attended by thousands of earnest seekers,

This will prove the great overmastering delusion
of the enemy of all righteousness in the closing days
of earth’s history. The work which this great delu-
sion will accomplish is graphically described by the
prophet. (See Rev. 13:13, 14; 16:12-14.)

Great Spiritual Declension

The Scriptures of Truth plainly reveal that the last
days will be marked with great moral and spiritual
declension, affecting both the home and the chureh,
the very bulwarks of society and of the state. With
the foundation pillars of these primal institutions
weakened, there remains but little hope for the more
highly organized institutions of society. This con-
dition is rapidly devcloping.

The world is losing its sense of sin.
apathy and indifference -

A spiritual
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“This know also, that in the last days perilotis times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank-
ful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false ae-
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away.” 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

God’s Remedy for the World's Ills

This is the world situation which we are facing at
the present hour. Itis a diseased, disordered, strange,
mysterious situation. Stable institutions are crum-
bling. Age-long beliefs are being swept aside. The
clements of disintegration are honeycombing the very
foundations of society. Nations are perplexed; Chris-
tendom is in confusion. Has the Liord a remedy for
the world’s ills? Has he a message for the backslidden
church? As he had a message for the church in the
days of Noah, in the days of Jonah, at the first advent
of Christ, in the days of Luther and in the days of
Wesley, lie assuredly has a message for this genera-
tion. That message is contained in the fourteenth
chapter of Revelation, verses 6-12. This message calls
upon men to forsake the

pervade the great Chris-
tian church. In the great
wave of erime which has
swept over the world,
men’s consciences have be-
come seared.

The Christian church is
confronted with one of the
most subtle species of in-
fidelity that have existed
gince sin entered the world.
It is an infidelity which
masquerades winder the
name Christian, but denies
its vital power.. It is
an infidelity which exalts
Christian ideals but dis-
credits the only means by
which these ideals may be
obtained. It is an infidel-
ity which represents Christ as divine but denies his
deityship. Tt is an infidelity which ostensibly recog-
nizes the leadings of God in the history of his church,
but denies in fact his special and miraculous interpo-
sition. This is the species of infidelity which is being
taught from many pulpits today. It has invaded not
alone our public schools, but is even taught in insti-
tutions for the special education and training of Chris-
tian workers. Its subtle philosophy is found in many
textbooks in the hands of students. Unlike the bold,
crude, blatant utterances of Thomas Paine, which rep-
resented infidelity in its true character, it is subtle,
specious, insinuating, adapted to the refinement of a
later age, but none the less deadly and destructive in
its faith-destroying work. The fruits of this baneful
teaching are becoming more and more manifest in the
great Christian world. Men are mistaking license for
liberty. As they sense less and less their account-
ability to God and the authority of his holy word,
every moral restraint is being swept away. ‘

There are many devoted children of God today in
the various religious denominations, but of Christen-
dom generally it may be truly said that the line of
demarcation between it and the world has become
well-nigh obliterated. How truly does the prophet

- describe, in the following words, the conditions which
we gee in the professed church of Christ today:

A STONE GOD AT THE FOOT OF A TREE

“ The day before we were at this place, the natives had sacrificed
a pig and sprinkled the blood on this rock. Then the branches of
the tree wére dipped in the blood and carried to the homes of the
people, where the blood was sprinkled on the doorposts to protect
them from evil spirits.” This took place during the recent visit of
missionaries among the Tinguian people, Philippine Islands.

service of self, to leave off
the worship of the gods of
this world, and render to
the Creator the honor be-
longing to him. It pro-
claims the hour of God’s
judgment, and his law as
the basis of that govern-
ment. It presents Christ
and his righteousness as
the one remedy for sin.
It sounds a warmning
against the last-day powers
— the beast and his image
— which will array them-
selves against the truth of
God and the children of
God. Tt calls upon true
Tsrael to separate them-
selves from apostate Chris-
tianity. It develops a people keeping the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus. It presents
Christ as coming to reap the harvest of the earth —
coming to destroy sin and sinners and to establish
his everlasting kingdom of peace and righteousness.

This is God’s message for the world today. If ac-
cepted, it would save mankind from the terrible de-
struction toward which their steps are tending, and
would prove a panacea for the ills of the state and
of society. It would work a revolution in the great
Christian church, saving it from the delusion of Spir-
itualism, from the faith-and-soul-destroying theories
of skepticism and evolution. We may not hope for
its general acceptance. By the great masses it will
be rejected, as has been the message of God in every
age. But by the few, by those in every nation longing
for light and truth, it will be received with glad
hearts, and in them it will work reformation of life,
saving them from Satan’s delusions.

This message has been committed to this denomi-
nation to be proclaimed to the nations of men. Surely
we shall be recreant to our heaven-intrusted task if we
do not faithfully perform this mission. By voice and
pen, by printed page and living herald, the message
must be carried to earth’s remotest bounds. To its
proclamation we must devote our means, our sons and
daughters, our own lives.
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The giving of this message to the world constitutes
of itself a sign of the day of the Lord. The Master
declares,

“ This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.” Matt., 24: 14..

Solemn indeed is the thought that we who listen
to these words are organically connected with this
last gospel movement. It would be well for us to con-
sider what this message has done for us. Has it made
us better men and better women? Is the coming of
the Lord the inspiration of our lives? Is that hope
lifting us above the plane of ordinary Christianity
in this world around us? Does it show itself in our

- practical everyday experience? Is it making us bet-
ter husbands and better wives, better fathers and bet-
ter mothers, better children, better neighhors? If
not, then we are receiving of the grace of God in vain,
and the truth designed of heaven to sanetify our lives
will prove our condemnation.

Spiritual Peril in Material Prosperity
As a church, and as individuals, we have been pass-
ing through a period of great prosperity. Notwith-
standing the difficulties un-
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‘ The Day of Power

‘We have believed for long years that we would
sometime reach the loud ery of the third angel’s mes-
sage, when the angel spoken of in Revelation 18
would unite with the three angels of Revelation 14,
lighting the earth with the glory of God. Many
believe that in the remarkable manner in which this
message is now going to all the world we are entering
npon this time of power and blessing. We surely be-
lieve that we have reached the time when God is will-
ing to do great things for his remnant church. The
wellspring of the loud ery of this message must exist
in the lives of the members of the chureh. Means are
needed for the purpose of sending missionaries to all
parts of the world. The church of God will be rec-
reant to its sacred trust if it does not, to the extent
of its ability, furnish money for this purpose; but
even above material resources, there is, in this hour
of great opportunity, a demand for consecrated hearts
and lives.. When one fully dedicates his life to God,
all that he possesses will be placed upon the altar.
He will count nothing that he holds as dear unto
himself, but as held in trust, subject to the bidding of
his Lord. This was the spirit which actuated Israel
of old as they entered the

der which we have lived
and labored during the last
five years, this message has
made wonderful progress.
We have been blessed and
prospered in the temporal
things of life. The day of
prosperity for the church,
as for individuals, is al-
ways one of the greatest
peril. The history of all
the past has demonstrated
this. Under the smile of
God’s favoring providence,
men have forgotten their
source of power, the One
from whom they have re-
ceived every temporal and
spiritnal blessing. As perhaps never before in our
denominational history or in individual experience,
we are in danger of falling under the condemnation
of the message to the Laodiceans. Do we feel that
we have need of nothing? Do we rejoice in our
goodly heritage? Do we view with self-satisfaction
what has been accomplished under our management,
as a result of our genius and labor? If so, the Lord
declares, Thou “ knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”

There is but one remedy for this condition, and
that is contained in the counsel of the True Witness.
It is to buy of Christ the gold tried in the fire that we
may indeed be rich, white raiment that we may be
clothed, and eyesalve that we may see. The gold rep-
resents the graces of faith and love. How greatly we
need to cultivate these!
sents the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, com-
pared with which our righteousness, our self-glorying,
our selfish ways and propensities, are as filthy rags.
The eyesalve comes with the gift of the Holy Spirit,
and this today is the great need of the church of
Christ. We cannot obtain this heavenly endowment
if we do not rightly relate ourselves to God. It will
come as a result of the confession and forsaking of sin.
Tt will come as the result of whole-hearted consecration
to the work and service of the Master.

their own permanent quarters.

=

Looking acrass the Pearl River, from one of the tens of thousands
of houseboats of that district, to the city of Canton, South China,

where _dwell between one and two million people.
Seventh-day Adventists are conducting a boys’ training scheol, a
girls’ school, a medical dispengary, and gospel chapel work, all in

The white raiment repre--

typical land of Canaan.
This spirit possessed the
apostolic church. - It must
possess equally the rem-
nant church.

The times of the special
manifestation of God’s
power in past ages have
been preceded by special
consecration to his service.
The invariable rule is that
the day of consecration
must precede the day of
power. That must be so
also in the experience of
the church today. From
a human viewpoint, on the
‘ church rests a Herculean
task. The carrying of the third angel’s message to
the nations of men can never be accomplished by
human power or genius. This truth can never be
carried to the world by commercial methods. Against
it is arrayed the wisdom of the world., Barriers,
mountain high, threaten its progress. It must take
hold of a power outside of human skill and wisdom,
if the work is to be accomplished ; and, bless the Lord,
this power has been promised. “Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord,” is the
church of Christ to do its appointed work.

A New Life
The servant of the Lord declares:

“ At this time —a time of overwhelming iniquity — a new
life, coming from the Source of all life, is to take possession of
those who have the love of God in their hearts, and they are to
go forth to proclaim with power the message of a crucified and
risen Saviour. They are to put forth earnést, untiring efforts
to save souls. Their example is to be such that it will have a
telling influence for good on those around them. They are to
commt all things but loss for the exeellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord.”—* Testimonies for the Church,”’ Vol.
IX, p. 44.

Nothing less than an apostolic consecration and Pen-
tecostal power will avail for our needs today.

On this the first day of our annual prayer season
may we undertake this work of conseeration in earnest.
If sin separates betwéen us and God, let us humble

In Canton the
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ourselves in the very dust, if need be, sincerely and
contritely confessing that sin. If sin has separated
between us and our families, or between us and our
brethren, let us go to them and right the wrong, in

_ the spirit of the Master confessing the evil of our ways
and seeking forgiveness. God is waiting to be gracious
to his children. He is waiting to be found of every
earnest seeker. He stands with longing heart and
open arms, inviting the backslider home to the Father’s
house.

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come.
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
22:17.

“Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
Heb. 4: 7. “TFor he saith, I have heard thee in a time aec-
cepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: be-
hold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of sal-
vation.” 2 Cor. 6: 2.

% % % 4
The Children’s Lessons--- No. 1

The Great Missionary
MEMORY VERSE: John 3: 16.

And let him that
And
Rev.

Define the word “ missionary.”
Jesus was the greatest of all missionaries.
He was sent by the Father. 1 John 4:9; John
5:36, 37.
His home. John 6:38.
His field — a world in the darkness of sin, with
" every person doomed to death.
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Jesus, in coming to this earth as a missionary,
“ Pleased not himself.” Rom. 15:3.
For your sakes ‘“became poor.” 2 Cor. 8:9.
Came “ to save that which was lost.” Matt. 18: 11.
“Went about doing good.” Aects 10: 38,

A child missionary. Luke 2:40-52.
(Read appropriate portions of the chapter, ‘“ As a
Child,” in “ The Desire of Ages.”)

How was this missionary received by the people he
came to save?
They sought his life when he was an infant.
Matt. 2:13-16.
He was homeless. Matt. 8:20.
He was despised and rejected. John 1:11; Isa.
53:3.

* They cruecified him. Matt. 27:35.

What did he do for the people?
He preached to the multitude.
Did personal work with individuals.

1-12; 4:4.28.
Visited homes. Luke 19:5; 7:36.
Sympathized with those in trouble.
32, 35.
Fed the hungry. Matt. 14:15-21.
Healed the sick. Matt, 14: 14.
Reproved sin. Matt. 23:13, 14.
Blessed the children. Mark 10:13-16.
Prayed for the people. John 17.
His message to the world. Matt. 11: 28, 29.

Matt. 13:1-3.
John 3:

John 11:

4

(Reading for Sunday, December 7)

The Messagé

MiLTON

“T saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to hin;
for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.

“ And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen,
is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

“ And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up forever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and who-
soever receiveth the mark of his name,

“ Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rev.
14: 6-12.

We have undoubtedly come to the erisis of all the
ages. Everywhere we see “ men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth.” The best thinkers of the age
are earnestly laboring to bring forth some solution
to the great social, economical, and political diffi-
culties that threaten the ruin of the world. There
are leagues, associations, federations, and individuals
everywhere proposing remedies to save the world from
chaos, and to bring perpetual peace between the war-
ring classes of society and among nations.

But what is God’s thought for the world today?
What is the divine remedy for the world’s perplexity

E. KerN

and sorrow? What message has the great God who
still rules over his troubled world?

In all the great crises of human history, the line
between truth and error has been distinetly drawn,
and God’s message has pointed out the way of right-
eousness, and has called the people to walk therein.

About a millennium and a half after the fall of
man there was a great crisis in the life of mankind.

“ God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” Gen. 6:5.

In order that righteousness might not perish from
the earth, it became necessary to destroy most of the
human race, and to make such changes in the surface
of the earth that men should thereafter live in national
groups rather than as a single unit. But before doing
this, God sent a message to the world, calling men to
repentance and warning them of the coming destruc-
tion.

About twenty-five hundred years later, when all
the agencies of depravity had again been put into
operation; when sinning had become a science, and
vice was consecrated as a part of religion; when hu-
man philosophy and intellectual culture had made
tremendous efforts to reach a true ideal of life apart
from God, and had failed,—in this fulness of time
God sent forth his Son, incarnate in human flesh, to
make the one only efficacious sacrifice for sin, and to
give a living, concrete example of the love of God for
his wayward world. Jesus gave a message adapted to
the needs of the people of this time and nation, and to
all times and nations.

N
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When, in the Middle Ages, the gospel light and the
lamp of civilization were almost extinguished in Eu-
rope, God again sent a message to the world through
Martin Luther and the other Reformers. It was a
message of salvation through the merits of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Likewise in the eighteenth century,
the deistic infidelity of the intellectual classes and the
worldliness of the church were challenged by the
great Methodist revival.

So in the present crisis in the great confliet of the
ages, God has a special message for the world. We
are not left in doubt as to what this message is, for it
is clearly set forth in the revelation through the apos-
tle John of things which should come to pass. This
message is contained in the ser1pture which has been
read. Seventh-day Adventists are the people who
have responded to its call,
and it is this people who
have been given the ines-
timable privilege of herald-
ing it to the world. How
carefully, then, should we
study the great outlines of
the message as given -in
God’s word!

The HEverlasting Gospel

This message, represented
by three angel heralds flying
in mid-heaven and ecrying
with loud voices to the in-
habitants of the earth, is an
announcement of the hour
of God’s judgment, a call
to the true worship of God,
the Creator of heaven and
carth; a warning against a
church-and-state power that
bas assumed the preroga-
tives of God; and a call
to the people to separate
themselves from apostasy by
keeping the commandments
of God. These are specific
phases of the message that
are mentioned, but the mes-
sage which is before and
above and includes all this,
is announced at the very be-
ginning to be “ the everlast-
ing gospel.”

There is but one remedy for sin. God has but one
specific cure for the ills of the world. ¢ There is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved ” (Acts 4:12), except the name of
Jesus, who is the Lamb of God, “slain from the foun-
dation of the world” (Rev. 13:8).

God has given Seventh-day Adventists great light
from the “more sure word of prophecy; whereunto
ve do well that ye take hced, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place; ”” but the purpose of this light,
for ourselves and others, is that “the day-star arise
in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19. "We shall only be
under the greater condemnation if we know that
Jesns iy soon coming, and fail to perfect holiness in
the fear of God, that we may be prepared to meet
im. Peter wrote:

“ Beeing then that all these things shall he dissolved, what

manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness?” 2 Peter 3: 11,
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There is the greatest danger that Seventh-day Ad-
ventists shall indulge in a kind of denominational
pride. For more than fifty years we taught that war
and desolation would come, while other churches were
predicting peace and safety. If we now go about
with a pharisaical I-told-you-so spirit, we are in a
far worse position than the man who is honestly de-
ceived about external, political events, but who has
the spirit of the meek and lowly Jesus in his heart.

It is of little value to ourselves or others to know
the final outeome of the present plans for world peace,
unless we have the peace of God in-our hearts.

‘We have been told:

“ Ministers should present the sure word of propheey as the
foundation of the faith of Seventh-day Adventists. The proph-
ecies ‘of Daniel and the Revelation should be carefully studied,
and in connection with them the words, ¢ Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin
of the world.” ”—“ Gospel Work-
ers,” p. 148.

God ~has given us the
“sure word of prophecy”
on which to stand, that we
may know where we are in
the history of the conflict
between sin and righteous-
ness, and may be assured of
the certainty of the message
which we bear, but the mes-
sage, brethren and sisters, is
“ the everlasting gospel,” the
good news of salvation from
sin,

A Living Power in Human

Life

Of what value would have
been Noah’s prediction of a
coming flood had God not
extended to the antediluvian
world the privilege of re
pentance and salvation? It
is not as a herald of a
coming catastrophe, the
most astounding announce-
ment that had ever been
made, that Noah is spoken
of by the apostle Peter, but
as a “ preacher of righteous-
ness,” one through whom the
Lord Jesus Christ himgelf
preached to the “spirits im
prison,”—men in bondage
to sin, offering them freedom and life. 2 Peter 2:5.

Jesus was not negligent to make known to his hear-
ers that the time pointed out in the Old Testament
prophecies had come. “Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and say-
ing, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand.” Neither did he neglect the announcement
to which this was merely the prelude, “ Repent ye,
and believe the gospel.” Mark 1:14, 15. This was
his message. Ile came to seek and to save the lost;
for this he lived and labored, for this he gave his
precious blood, and because of this “ he shall see of the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” It confirms
our faith to know that he came at the end of the
seventy weeks of Daniel 9, and that his great sacrifice
was made in the midst of the seventieth week; but
far more important than the fime is the great fact
that he made reconciliation for iniquity” and
brought in “ everlasting righteousness.”
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So now; it is not enough to know that Christ is
coming soon. We must know that he has' already
come into our hearts, and that because of our message
he is coming into the lives of others. It is not enough
to know that when men are crying, Peace and safety,
sudden destruetion shall come upon them ; but rather
that we and they shall be hidden under the shadow
of the Almighty in that day. It is not enough that
the doctrine of the nature of man in death should
shield us from the deceptions of Spiritualism; but
rather that we should have communion with the living
God and the help of the angel spirits that are sent to
minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation. It
is not enough for us to know that the law of God has
never been abrogated; we may know that and have a
mere legal religion; but rather it is important that
this law shall be written upon the fleshly tables of
our hearts.

We are in the greatest danger of mentally accept-
ing the message of truth for this hour without being
sanctified by it. We are in danger of thinking of
the message as merely a system of doctrines. Some
one has truly said:

“The error that was threatening the Colossian church, and
has haunted the church in general ever sinee, was that of faney-
ing Christianity to be merely a system of truth to be believed,
a rattling skeleton: of abstract dogmas, very many and very dry.
An unpractical heterodoxy was their danger. An unpractieal
orthodoxy is as real a peril. You may swallow all the creeds
bodily, you may even find in God’s truth the food of very sweet
and real feeling: but neither knowing nor- feeling is enough.
The one all-important question for us is, Does our Christianity
work? 1t is knowledge of his will which hecomes an ever active
foree in our lives! ”—¢ The Ewpositor’'s Bible,” Colossians, p. 41.

Men have preached a historical Christ without re-
ceiving any benefit for themselves or others. The
record of Jesus’ life, of the things he did and said,
meet the purpose for which they were written, only
in those who, “ believing, have life through his name.”

“ Though Christ a thousand times
In Bethlehem be born,
If he’s not born' in thee,
Thy soul is still forlorn.
O make $hy heart his resting place,
A chamber for his birth,

And Jesus Christ will live again
Within thy life on earth.”

As men preach the historical Christ without ve-

celving any benefit, so we may preach the prophetical.

Christ without any life-giving power. It is possible
to preach about the signs of the times without any
saving knowledge of the sign spoken of by Isaiah —
“ Immanuel,” God with us.
Though Christ shall come again
To take his people home,
If he’s not now within,
For thee there’ll be no crown.
So open wide thy heart
That he may dwell with thee,
And blest communion shall be thine
Through all eternity.

Personal Experience

The everlasting gospel is the good news of salva-
tion from the penalty and power of sin through the
merits of the atonement of Jesus Christ received into
the heart by faith. This is our message, and we must
know it by experience.

The great question with us, then, is whether we
ourselves have received this message in its fulness.
‘We have been told:

“It is a wonderful privilege to be able to understand the

will of God as revealed in the sure word of prophecy. This
places on us a heavy responsibility. God expects us to impart
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to others the knowledge that he has given us. It is his purpose
that divine and human instrumentalities shall unite in the
proclamation of the warning message.”—* Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. IX, p. 19.

“We are to be consecrated channels, through which the
heavenly life is to flow to others. The Holy Spirit is to ani-
mate and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing
hearts. Those who have been buried with Christ in baptism
are to rise to newness of life, giving a living represcutation
of the life of Christ.”— Id., p. 20.

Here is the thing that is vital,— that we should be
living representatives of the life of Christ. Ounly
those who have Christ living in them can give the
message of vietory over sin.

“ A Christlike life is the most powerful argument that ean
be advanced in favor of Christianity,” but “ the lives of pro-
fessing Christians who do not live the Christ-life are a mock-
ery to religion.”— Id., pp. 21, 22.

So the all-important thing for us is that Christ
shall dwell in our hearts, and live there the life of
vietory over sin.

There are many professed Christians who think
this standard too high, that a victorious life is im-
possible. It is impossible in human strength. Paul
found it so. All the force of his strong will was not
sufficient. “ The good that I would I do not: but the
evil which I would not, that 1 do.” Rom. 7:19. In his
despair, he cries out, “ O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
Verse 24.

His question was answered, for he immediately says,

“T thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. . . . There
is therefore now no condemmation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Rom. 7:25; 8:1.

To the Galatians he bears this testimony:

“T am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.” Gal. 2:20.

And. to the Philippians he says: ‘“ For to me to live
in Christ.” Phil. 1:21. For to me to live is for
Christ to live in me. A precious experience!

We have readily assented to the doctrine that when
we confess our sins God forgives them and imputes
Christ’s righteousness to us to cover our past lives.
But to grasp the great truth that Christ has also
broken the power of sin in the daily life, has seemed
very difficult to many. - We seem to hold the theory
that while we are saved from past sins by faith, we
are perfected and sanctified only by fighting; while
the truth is that we are just as helpless in ourselves
to live right as we ever were, and must believe that
Christ comes in and lives the life.

A writer has very truly said:

¢ His [Christ’s] object is not alone to save them [men] from
hell, but to save them from sin, and not from its guilt and
penalty only, but from its pollution and power and the love
that they have for it. Nor is it merely to save men from s,
which is rather a negative work, but to save them into all
goodness and love and holiness through a vital and eternal
union with Jesus Christ, like that of the branch with the vine,
a union that gives perpetual vigor and energy and fruitfulness
in righteousness and holiness to all the powers of the soul,
filling it with grace and truth.” .

This matter is made very clear in Steps tfo

. Christ:”

“ If you give yourself to him, and accept him as your Saviour,
then sinful as your life may have been, for his sake you are
aceounted righteous. Christ’s character stands in place of your
character, and you are accepted before God just as if you had
not sinned.”
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This is Christ’s imputed righteousness. Further
we read:

% More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your
heart by faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ
by faith and the continual surrender of your will to him; and
so long as you do this, he will work in you to will and to do
according to his good pleasure.”-—* Steps to Christ,” pp. 67, 68.

This is Christ’s imparted righteousness. And fur-
ther:

“ A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no
ecstasy of feeling, but there should he an abiding, peaceful
trust, Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ.”—Id.,
p. 75.

This, brethren and sisters, is righteousness by faith,
and he who has not its experience is not really ac-
quainted with the threefold message. Indeed, it is
this glorious experience of the righteousness of Christ
imparted by faith and its presentatlon that constitutes
‘the loud cry.

At the General Conference of 1893: this word came
through the spirit of prophecy:

“ The message of Christ’s righteousness is to sound from
one end of the world to the other. This is the glory of God
which closes the work of the third angel.”— General Conference
Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 1, p. 16,
1893.

God wants to do won-
derful, things for us and
through us. The power of

- God is waiting our demand
and reeeption. It is stated
n “The Degire of Ages,”
page 172:

“ There is no safety for ome
who has merely a legal reli-
gion, a form of godliness, The
Chrigtian’s life is not a modifi-
cation or improvement of the
old, but a transformation of
nature. There is a death to
self and sin, and a new life
altogether, This change can be
brought about only by the ef-
fectual working of the Holy
Spirit.”

Let us cease patching up
the old life, and aceept the
new life in Christ Jesus.
To receive this experience, two things are necessary,
~—surrender on our part, and the supernatural work
of cleansing and vietory on God’s part.

“ God does his part as soon as we vield ourselves, and we
get the benefit of it when we believe that fact. This is victory
by faith.”

In this great crisis in the history of the world and
the church, in this time of comparative peace before
the final conflict, God is waiting for his people to
surrender to him their sing and their lives in order
that he may work.in them mightily. The spirit of
prophecy says:

“ There is to be in the churches a wonderful manifestation
of the power of God, but it will not move upon those who have
not humbled themselves before the Lord, and opened the door
of their heart by confession and repentance.”

But this great manifestation of power will move
upon those who do repent, surrender, and believe,
This is our work during this special season of prayer.

o %
Children’s Lessons---No. 2

. A Light Shining in a Dark Place -
MEMORY VERSE: Matt. 5: 16,

Use of light: Illustrate by reference to the lights
in our homes, on the street corners, on locomotives, in
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lighthouses, used as signals, ete. Refer to the dangers
resulting from important lights going out. Use the
blackboard to focus attention upon two points:

Shows the Way
Warns of Danger

The Bible tells of a great light shining in a dark
place. John 1:4, 5-9; 8:12

Condition of the earth and the people. Isa. 60:2.

How is this wonderful light revealed? Ps. 119:105,
130; Prov, 6:23.

This world is enshrouded in the darkness of sin.
No light ean pierce it save that which shines from
God’s word, reveahng Jesus as the light sent from
heaven to guide sinners in the way of life.

Those who have not the light, walk in darkness.
Those who have the light, but do not walk in it, are
in danger of darkness. John 12:35.

Shows the Way to Heaven .
Warns of Dangers by the Way

The light becomes brighter and brighter to those
who faithfully walk in it. Prov. 4:18.

Those who walk in the
light become *lights.”
Matt. 5: 14

By using a lamp re-
flector or mirror in the
sunshine, illustrate the
fact that objects having
no light in themselves may
“ shine.”

‘What should those who
are in the darkness of
sin see when they look at
Christians? Matt, 5:16.

The light from Jesus

shines out of every good
action.
« Read the desecription of
the “starlike lights” dot-
ting the moral darkness of
the earth, as given on pages
378, 379, of * Gospel Work-
ers,” old edition.

The attention of small children may be held by
using different-sized candles for illustration. None
of them are¢ of any use unless lighted. A very small
one will light others, The colored or faney candles
give no better light than the plain ones. An air-tight
box placed over a lighted candle puts out the light.

A LIGHT

THE BIBLE{

# * #

- Lrrrie lights God has given
To this dark world of sin,—
Deeds of love, thoughts of heaven,
Pleasant words, smiles that win.

We’re the lamps,— Jesus fills us
With the oil of his love;

Prayer’s the wick, and God’s Spirit
Sends the flame from above.

So we’ll ask him to help us
At our work, at our play,
Then we’ll ghine, guiding others
In the rough, upward way.

Shine like the stars above,

Clear and bright, through the mght
Tell of the Saviour’s love,

Shine by doing right.

— Bible Object Lessons and Songs.




(Reading for Monday, December 8)

The Messengers

ARTHUR W. SpALDING

THERE 1S never a message without a messenger.
There can be no world-wide message without a suffi-
ciency of messengers. Since to us is committed the
giving of such a world-wide message, it is for us to
consider how we may supply the number and increase
the efficiency of the messengers.

In one sense it is not a new message which we have
to give. The faith that was once delivered to the saints
is our faith. The salvation that availed for Noah,
and Abraham, and Moses, and David, and Elijah; the
gospel that inspired Paul, and Huss, and. Luther, and
Zinzendorf, and Wesley,— the same gospel and the
same salvation are our trust and our power. The
love that fed the zeal of Carey and Judson, of Living-
stone and Mackay, of Morrison and Paton, is the love
that constrains us to compass the whole earth, to plant
the standard.of the kingdom on the far rivers of old
China and in the forests of mid-Africa, to push the
outposts of the King to the frozen point of Tierra
del Fuego and to the bleak heights that overlook Tibet.

‘We hold in memory the men who began to proclaim
the message of the second advent: Edward Irving,
who stirred England to her depths; Joseph Wolff,
who swept like a flaming torech through four conti-
nents; William Miller, who roused America as with
the voice of a prophet; Joseph Bates, and Elder
James White and his wife, who toiled through hard-
ships and privations to begin and to organize this great
last campaign. We are not a new company; we are
simply the last legion of the world-old army of Jesus
Christ, set to finish the great war which our fore-
fathers maintained with their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor.

“ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with pa-
tience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the eross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For con-
sider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Heb.
12: 1-3.,

Already we have had placed before us, in preceding
readings, the situation the messengers must face in

the troubled world everywhere about us, and the mes-
sage we as a people are expected to bear even amid
these unprecedented world conditions. And we know
the tagk is great. It is overwhelmingly great. But
is it heyond us? Hear the word of the Lord:

“ Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” TLuke 12: 32.

% Fear not, thou worm Jaeob, and ye men of Israel; I will
help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel. Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing in-
strument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and
beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff” Isa.
41: 14, 15.

‘While we know the purpose of God for us is great,
we also know that we have come far short of realizing
that purpose! To accomplish it, demands the in-
clusion of every individual member of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church; the training, mobilization, and
active participation of every soul.

“ The work of God in this earth can never be finished until
the men and women comprising our church membership rally
to the work, and unite their efforts with those of ministers and
chureh officers.”—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. IX, p. 117.

“Tn visions of the night representations passed before me of
a great reformatory movement among God’s people. Many were
praising .God. The sick were healed, and other miracles were
wrought. A spirit of intercession was seen, even as was mani-
fested before the great day of Pentecost. Hundreds and thou-
sands were seen visiting families, and opening before them the
word of God. Hearts were convieted by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and a spirit of genuine conversion was manifest. On
every side doors were thrown open to the proclamation of the

“truth. The world seemed to be lightened with the heavenly in-

fluence. Great blessings were received by the true and humble
people of God.””—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. IX, p. 126.

‘What does this service involve? First, it concerns
the individual. We cannot be saved, and we cannot
become consecrated, as a crowd or as a congregation.
We cannot give ourselves to God as a people until each
of us has given himself as an individual. Personally,
and for myself, I must make the gift of my will to
God, that he may control my appetites, my passions,
my ambitions, that by the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit I may become transformed into the likeness of
Jesus Christ. This life must be fed day by day by
the regular and systematic study of the Bible, by
prayer, and by the exercise of God’s grace in ministry

DELEGATES ATTENDING THE RECENT MANCHURIAN MEETING AT MUKDEN
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to others’ needs. Here is rightly placed the respon-
sibility for the chureh’s power. We cannot wait for
a great revival: if every one waits, who will begin it?
We cannot rest in the hope of some sudden over-
powering impulse; the impulsion of the Spirit must
be sought; and only if we seck shall we find it. Today,
every day, you and I must seek sincerely for the gift
of the IToly Spirit, willingly surrender’ to it every
desire, and yield entively to its direetion.

Next, this program touches the home, for there is
the fountainhcad of the chureh’s activities. What
the home is, the church will become. The influences
of the home are the greatest factor in the life and work
of every individual; for no matter what the later in-
fluenees of school or society, the mold given the young
life will in most cases determine the trend of the later
life. God asks us to make our homes the dwelling
place of the lloly Spirit. Our homes are to be the
primary schools of self-control, order, intense purpose,
deep devotion, service, and love.

These four things at least must be manifest in every
Seventh-day Adventist hiome:

1. Loving companionship of parents with children,
in duties, In recreation, and in study.

2. Firm, just, and considerate discipline, not less
of parents than of echil-
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not infuse into the lives of our neighbors something
of a present heaven, it is a poor sort of future heaven
to which we ean introduce them. While our hearts
ave fixed upon a future life in glory with Jesus, let
us not neglect to live with him in humble ministry
here, and so become accustomed to that goodness
which is his glory.

These are times of fearful trouble in the world.
There is much sickness and disease. Epidemies and
plagues sweep the earth. Seventh-day Adventists
have been given great light and knowledge upon how
to maintain health and how to treat the sick. The
most of us have neglected to become efficient in the
application of these means of hygiene and healing,
both for ourselves and for others. This should not be.
We must bring ourselves into line, living according
to the laws of health ourselves, and becoming pro-
ficient at least in the simple treatments for common
ailments and in ability to teach the rational laws of
living.

“ Christ’s example must be followed by those who claim to
be his children. Relieve the physical necessities of your fellow
men, and their gratitude will break down the barriers, and en-
able you to reach their hearts, Congider this matter earnestly.
Ag churches, you have had opportunity to work as laborers to-
gether with God. Had you obeyed the word of God, had you

entered upon this work, you
would have been blessed and

dren. Temperance and
gelf-control are to De
taught in diet, dress, work,
play, reading, and social
life. Obedience to pavents,
and above all to God, is a
prime lesson of the home.

3. Order and system.
'The soul will never be dis-

encouraged, and would have ob-
tained a rich experience. You
would have found yourselves, as
the human agencies of God, ear-
uestly advoeating a scheme of
saving, of restoration, of sal-
vation. This scheme would not
be fixed, but progressive, mov-
ing on from grace to grace, and
from strength to strength.’—
“ Testimonies for the Church,”

ciplined if physical and
mental habits of disorder
are permitted. And with-
out such discipline, not
only will the soul be lost, but the work it might do for
God will be Jost. The home must be conducted by
a program. It may make its own program, but a pro-
gram it must have, and to a program it must hold.
4, Profitable study. The home that does no more
than provide shelter and food is not a home, but a
elub, and not the most admirable kind of elub. In-
tellectual companionship is necessary if the home is
to hold together and do its true work. Parents must
begin with the baby and teach it the truth of God.
They must keep pace with the growing minds of their
children, with their mental development, and feed
the youthful mind with the proper food. In the ideal
Christian home there will be a daily Bible study and
family worship; there will be nature study and in-
vestigation of the great book of ereation which God
has spread before us; and there will be discovery and
study of other topies in which the children and the
parents may take a common interest. This is a tre-
mendous subject, one demanding our vigorous and
immediate consideration and common effort; for with-
out community of interest among its members, the
home will fail; without the home, the church will fail;
and without the church, the work of God will fail.
After our homes, we have a.duty to our neighbors.
As Christians we are bound to bring all possible hap-
piness into their lives. And this is done by ministry
to bodily needs and to social needs, as well as to re-
ligious needs. Rightly regarded, all. these ministra-
tions are spiritual. If we cannot bring something of
human happiness into the lives we touch, if we can-

A Navajo Indian Yei-bi-Chaie hogan, er temple, where heathen
dances were often held. The Indians of North America are wait-
ing for the third angel’s message.

Vol. IX, pp. 127, 128.

There is a great oppor-
tunity before us to help
the sick world. With this opportunity there comes a
tremendous responsibility. If we neglect to prepare
ourselves, we shall not be found guiltless before God.
True, it takes time, and mental and physical effort;
but for this purpose were we born into the church.
Whoever refuses to exert himself to a right degree
in training for the service of God, physically as well
as spiritually, thereby refuses fellowship in service.
It is essential and important that our churches bestir
themselves to provide training for their members in
hygiene and simple nursing. Some churches have
made a beginning in this direction. It should be-
come a universal effort, steadily maintained.

It is not alone in giving physical help that we are
needed. The soul of the world is disturbed. Fear
and distress are in minds all about us. We have an
opportunity and a duty to ecomfort, to cheer, and to
direct these troubled minds to the Source of peace.
‘We have not far to go to find this opportunity. If,
like Joseph, we are thinking not of ourselves but of
others, we shall find many a soul in the prison house
of distress to whom we may bring healing balm. This
we can do only if our own souls are prepared. The
individual life and the home life must be right, if we
would minister to the needs of others.

These are the foundation stones of Christian work.
There must be the divine life in our individual souls,
in our homes, and in ministry to our neighbors. Upon
these will be built a secure foundation for a world-
wide work. Out of such a personal and associated
Christian life will flow the means to evangelize the
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whole world. It will produce in us sympathy for
the world’s erying needs; it will provide the men and
the money to establish missions and to support them;
it will take hold of the arm of the Almighty, by whose
grace and power alone the gospel work can succeed.

We are in the most tremendous times ever faced
by any generation. Few realize it. But statesmen
of the world stand aghast at the prospect before them.
Rulers, legislators, administrators, soldiers, men of
disecernment and experience in many lands, see un-
rest, lack of balance, and vengefulness in peoples and
parties and religions. It is not possible, without fur-
ther endangering the tottering balance of the world,
for them to reveal what some know of the unstable,
seething mass upon which the world’s peace now
stands. Many of the world’s leaders are looking with
fear for the overthrow of civilization. We know that
the only hope is in the speedy coming of Christ.

Now, in such degrees as 1s possible, we have to
meet the conditions. We must have more men of
broad wminds, diseiplined
powers, trained abilities,
stable faith, sublime confi-
dence in God. For every
one of us, from the hum-
blest to the mightiest, there
is work; but we must rec-
ognize that the more men
and women we can prepare
tQ meet the great question:
which lie at the base of
the world’s troubles, the
better shall we meet the
situation. Tor this pur-
pose our schools are estab-
lished. We have eighteen
schools of college g¢rade,
fifty secondary schools,
and nine hundred primary
schools. 1In these are en-
rolled twenty-five thou-
sand pupils; yet that is not more than half .our
constitueney of school age. We need every one. We
cannot train too many. For every man we send
to the foreign field there come back requests for ten
more. (od’s providence is opening the way faster
than our feeble, half-hearted efforts have been able
to follow. We live in strenuous times, when intensity
has taken hold of every earthly element.

“We are on the very verge of the time of trouble, and per-
plexities that are scarcely dreamed of are before us. A power
from beneath is leading men to war against heaven. Human
beings have confederated with satanic agencies to make void
the law of God. The inhabitauts of the world are fast becom-
ing as the inhabitants of the world in Noah’s day, who were
swept away by the flood, and as the inhabitants of Sodom,
who were consumed by fire from heaven. The powers of Satan
are at work to keep minds diverted from eternal realities.
. .. At this time —a time of overwhelming iniquity —a new
life, eoming from the Source of all life, is to take possession
of those who have the love of God in their hearts, and they are
to go forth to proclaim with power the message of a crucified
and risen Saviour. They are to put forth earnest, untiring
efforts to save souls. Their example is to be such that it will
have a telling influence for good on those around them. They
are to count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus our Lord. Intense earnestness should now
take possession of us”— Testimonies for the Church,” Vol
1X, pp. 43, 44.

‘We shall have no let-up until the war between
Christ and Satan is finished ; but, thank God, that end
is very near. We must use every force, with careful
planning and execution. We must not be foolish and
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overdo our strength, either nervous or financial. . We
must rather conserve our strength to use for God, and
then use it wisely. Dissipation of either time or en-
ergy or money is forbidden us. We can do without
much which the standards of the world make indis.
pensable. In simplicity and in happiness we can save,
and then use every particle of our resources in behalf
of God’s work.

Every young man and young woman who can pos-
sibly attend our schools shiould be sent there. Every
saerifice necessary to maintain them in school and to
increase their efficiency for higher work, must be
made. And, brethren and sisters, let us not forget to
pray for our schools. Like ourselves in our homes,
they have temptations; mistakes may be made. Let
us pray that God will give wisdom {0 managers and
teachers, that they may be kept close to him and pro-
tected against the influences of worldly philosophy
and methods; that they may have grace to keep before
their e~es and the eves of their students the one u~-

wavering purpose to stan-
in their place as God’s
representatives before a
world disintegrating into
atheism: Let us contin-
nally pray that our schools
. may be true schools of the
prophets, and become, as
they must, vestibules of the
sehool of heaven.
Here, then, we face our
task: A world to receive
the gospel message; a
world permeated with dis-
trust, jealousy, hatred.
and honeycombed with
doctrines of revenge, riot,
and chaos; a world that,
through heathen philoso-
phies, some of fhem dis-
guised as Christian, is rap-
idly losing all knowledge and hope of God. On the
other side is a little handful of true men, but also
a great host of heavenly beings, and the unlimited
power of God. All heaven is at our eommand, if we
will yield up our follies and receive the Holy Ghost.
There is nothing we cannot accomplish, there is no task
too great for us, if we will take the promise of the
Father and allow it to be manifested among us as it
was among the first apostles of Christ. Men, money,
divine power, will pour forth in streams of salvation
when we have consecrated all to Christ.
“ Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain;

so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers
of rain.” Zech. 10: 1. .

Let this be our motto and our program for the
coming year. Let us pray with the effectiveness of en-
tire personal surrender during this coming year for
these great ends:

The complete conversion and conseeration of our
individual selves.

The conversion of onr homes into sechools of heaven.

The conversion of our churches into perfeet and
harmonious engines of service.

The power to minister health of body and soul to
our neighbors.

The filling of our schools with our children for
greater service, and the conversion of those schoolg
into more perfect instruments of service,
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The evangelization of the world through our
prayers, our gifts, and our uustinted devotion to
the divine mission.

* Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
ereature”  This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come.” :

& £ B
Children’s Lessons ---No. 3

MEMorY VERSE: Luke 18: 16
The Boy Joseph:
Envied by his brothers.
Sold into Egypt.
Prisoner became ruler.
Preserved the lives of God’s people.
Little Samuel:
Given to God by his mother.
“ Ministered before the Liord.”
Called by the Lord. ‘
Became a great prophet.
A Jewish Maiden:
Captured by the Syrians.
Served the captain’s wife.
Made known the true God.
Caused her master to be healed of leprosy.
A Shepherd Liad:
Praised God while keeping sheep.

| (Reading for Tuesday, December 9)
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Killed an enemy of Israel.
Became king.
‘Was a mighty warrior.

Esther, an Orphan:

Was an obedient child.

Loved the people of God.

Found favor with the king.

Risked life to save her people.
Daniel, a Jewish Boy:

Tested at Babylon.

Faithful to God.

Delivered from the den of lions.

Chosen to write important prophecies.

Jesus blessed the children. Mark 10:13, 16.
Children render acceptable praise. Matt. 21: 15, 16.

“Ag the children sang in the temple courts, ‘Hosanna!
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord,’ so in these
last days, children’s voices will be raised to give the last mes-
sage of warning to a perishing world. When heavenly intelli-
gences see that men are no longer permitted te present the
truth, the Spirit of God will come upon the children, and they
will do a work in the proclamation of the truth which the older
workers cannot do, because their way will be hedged up.”’—
“ Testimonies for the Church,” Vol., VI, pp. 202, 203.

Reference may be made to experiences related in
“The Great Controversy,” pages 366, 367, Ask the
children to speak of their personal desires to be used
of God in his work.

The E]ﬁaency of the Messengers

WiLrLiamM W. PrescoTT

THERE has never been a time just like this. A
terrific upheaval has overtaken the world. Govern-
ments and kings have gone down in the wreck of na-
tions, and a world-wide revolution-— the overthrow
of all stable government — has been feared by many
as the direct result of the World War, These condi-
tions demand our most serious thought. There is a
lesson for us in.them.

In many countries the people are crying for “ the
food which perisheth,” and in all countries they lack
“the food which abideth unto eternal life.” In a time
like this there should be such a proclamation of the
everlasting gospel as will very definitely meet-the real
needs of the people. The husks of a dry theology are
never a satistying diet, and they are absolutely useless
for a world in perplexity, bewilderment, and con-
fusion; a world needing comfort, consolation, and the
impartation of a new life. For such a world the proe-
lamation of the last call of the gospel has been in-
trusted to us, and upon us rests the responsibility for
the way in which we respond to this weighty trust.

The divine task has been assigned to us, or, to put
it otherwise, the priceless privilege has been granted
to us, to minister unto peoples almost in despair, the
comfort of the good news concerning a Saviour who
died for us, “that he might deliver us out of this
present evil world;” who is risen and who lives for-
evermore as the Head of a new humanity; and who
as humanity’s representative in ‘the heavenly places,
receives and passes on to his brethren upon earth
those gifts which supply all their need. There is in-
finite need of such a mlmstry Nothing short of this
will meet the situation.

God has not committed this ministry to a chosen
few to the exclusion of all.others. Al who receive of
his fulness are expected to impart to those who lack.
This has always been the divine plan. The people co-
operate with the leaders. So it was at the capture of
Jericho — a vietory of faith. It came to pass, when
the people heard the sound of the trumpet, that the
people shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell
down flat, so that the people went up into the eity,
every man straight before him, and they took the city.”
Joshua 6:20. The people’s shout of faith leveled the
walls of that wicked ecity, and “ they took the city.”
As soon as the woman at the well had heard from Jesus
the announcement that he was the long-looked-for
Messiah, she “went away into the city, and saith to
the people, Come, see.” And so the exhortation is
always sounding in our ears, “ He that heareth, let
him say, Come.”

One of the most striking and most encouraging
teachings found in the Scriptures is that which un-
folds to us the vital union which exists between Christ
and those who believe on him. This is the heart of
Christianity. “I am the vine, ye are the branches,”
said Jesus to his disciples. The life of the vine is the
life of the branches. “ We who live are always de-
livered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also
of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.” This
is the daily experience of &very genuine Christian,
and the life thus manifested witnesses for the risen
Saviour.

The doctrine that the church is the body of Christ
should be much more than an article of creed. Light,.
life, and power are to be found in it. One part of
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his work for the world was done through his individual
body when the Son of God was manifested in the flesh
in his own person; another part of his work is to be
done through his collective body, the chureh, through
whieh he continues to manifest himself to the world,
and in this work every member of his body has a
share. Jesus made a wonderful statement concerning
this matter when he said to the diseiples:

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that belicveth on 1me,
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because I go unto the Father.” John 14: 12.

Believers in Jesus would be instrumental in accom-
plishing greater things than Jesus himself was able
to accomplish. It is only necessary to compare the
number of those who were won to Christ as recorded
in the Aects, with the number recorded in the Gospels,
to see the fulfilment of this promise. Jesus began to
do and to teach in his own body, but he has conlinued
to do and to teach, in even greater measure, through
his body, the church. Ile
took on humanity in or-
der to reach and to help
humanity; and he still
uses humanity for this
same purpose.

The working out of
this principle is plainly
set forth in the Serip-
tures. The same dJesus
who said, “T am the light
of the world” (John
8:12), also said to those
who believe on him, “Ye
are the light of the
world ” (Matt. 5: 14). It
was the life of Jesus as
revealed in works of love
and mercy which was the
light of the world, and
this same life in believers,
revealed in the same way,
will make them the light
of the world. This is the
lesson which is taught by the parable of the vine and
its branches.

“ Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so neither can jye,
except ye abide in me.” John 15: 4.

The fruit appears upon the branches, but the fruit-
bearing power is in the vine, and the manifestation of
that power in actual fruit bearing depends upon the
life union of the branches and the vine.

“ Every branch, however far away from the root, lives by
the common life cireulating through all, which clings in the
tendrils, and reddens in the clusters, and is not theirs, though
it be in them.”

As the branch is dead and fruitless when severed
from the vine, so the believer loses his power for serv-
ice when separated from Christ. “ Apart from me
ye can do nothing.” John 15:5. But God is glorified,
and the proof of diseipleship is found, in much fruit
bearing.

“ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit;
and so shall ye be my diseiples.” John 15: 8.

It is certainly plain that it is the duty and the privi-
lege of every believer to be a witness and a messenger
for Christ, and it is equally plain that the sucecess of
every such worker depends upon his own personal
union with Christ. To attempt to work on any other
basis is to invite failure. We are called to be “ God’s

All savages a little over two years ago.
for me, and we walked about in the bush with cur arms around each other.
“ Missionary belong a me,” they said.
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fellow workers,” not to be workers independent of
him. So it was with the disciples who went forth
to be witnesses of the resurrection of Christ: “ They
went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord work-
ing with them.” Mark 16:20. ¥ven their enemies
were compelled to recognize their fellowship with
Jesus, for “ when they beheld the boldness of Peter
and John, and had perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”
Aects 4:13.

Back of the message must be the life of the messen-
ger, or the message will have little effect. It was his
life which enabled Jesus to speak “ with authority.”
The officers who were sent to arrest him testified that
“never man so spake,” and this was due to the fact
that never man so lived. What was true of Jesus is
true of his followers.

¢ Such coufidence have we through Christ to Godward: not

After I had been two years in the Selomon Islands, they sent
They called me *“ Jonse.”
G. F. Jones.

that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account anything as from
ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; who also made us
sufficient as ministers of a new covenant; not of the letter,
but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.” 2 Cor. 3:4-6.

The spirit which we minister must first dwell in us.
“ Know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God?”
1 Cor. 6:19. The Christ whom we preach must live
in us. “It is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth
inme.” Gal. 2:20. Only thus will the word of Jesus
be fulfilled to us: “ It is not ye that speak, but the
Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.” Matt.
10: 20.

“ He who would speak for God must have lived for God. Ac-
cording to the profound insight of the Old Testament, speech
is not the expression of a few thoughts of a man, but the utter-
ance of his whole life. A man blossoms through his lips; and
no man is a prophet whose word is not the virtue and the flower
of a gracious and a consecrated life.”’

No man can live a careless, prayerless life, and at
the same time give his message “in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power.” He must live his own
message.

The message is now being proclaimed to the world
whieh is ““to make ready for the Lord a people pre-
pared for him.” Those who do such a work must
themselves be “ ready for the Lord.” They must have
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the experience for which their message calls. Those
who preach the ecommandments to others should them-
selves be keepers of the commandments. “ Thou there-
fore that teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou
steal?” Rom. 2:21. Or, applying the principle to
another commandment, Thou that preachest the Sab-
bath, dost thou break the Sabbath?

The Lord speaks of his people ‘as “ witnesses "’ for
him. God’s character is being misrepresented, his

name is being reproached, and he is being rejected.’

He is calling for those who will witness before the
universe to the righteousness of his character, the
holiness of his name, and the beneficence of his rule.
But these things can be known only through a per-
sonal fellowship with God in Christ, and only those
who have such a fellowship can be witnesses for him.
“ Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will de-
‘clare what he hath done for my soul” Ps. 66:16.
‘When Saul of Tarsus was a mere legalist, * more ex-
ceedingly zealous ” for the traditions of ‘his fathers,
he could advanee in Judaism and at the same time per-
secute the true followers of Christ; but in the light
which shone upon him that day on the Damascus road
he saw both Jesus and himsclf, and as the result of
this and the attendant experience, Saul the persecu-
tor became Paul the preacher. He was crucified with
Christ in order that he might preach Christ crucified.
His one desire was to know Christ and the power of
his resurrection, that he might minister that resur-
rection power to others. Every really efficient worker
for God will have a similar experience.

The people who have received this threefold message
are now being asked to bear a larger part in giving
the message to the world. This constitutes a demand
for a great revival of personal religion in the churches
as the necessary preparation for:this great home mis-
sionary movement. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “ We
speak that which we know,” and we who witness for
Jesus must do it on the same basis. We call therefore
for a deeper and a more permanent religious experi-
ence among the members of our churches, and for a
corresponding consecration to the work of God. We
call for more study of the word of God, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, more earnest and pre-
vailing prayer, and a better acquaintance with God
and his saving grace as revealed in the person of his
Son. This is what will make possible the experience
of which we have so many times read:

“ Bervants of God, with their facesd lighted up and shining
with holy consecration, will hasten from place to plaee to pro-
claim the message from heaven. By. thousands of voices, all
over the earth, the warning will be given.”—* The Great Con-
troversy,” p. 612.

A testing experience is upon us. Under the pres-
sure of the times, some who have gradually drifted
into formalism are giving up even the form of god-
liness, and are joining themselves wholly to the world.
More will follow them unless their religion becomes
more a matter of the heart. The times are growing
worse instead of better. The pressure is becoming
more instead of less. The signg which we have em-
phasized to others should now be heeded by us. The
perils of the last days are here. The Lord desires to
save his people from these perils, and to give them the
needed preparation to be his messengers to the world.
His eall is, “ Come out from among them, and be ye
separate; ” ““ Come unto me;” ‘ Take my yoke upon
you;” “ Learn of me.” Who will now respond to his
call? ‘
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Children’s Lessons--- No. 4

Witnessing for Jesus

MEMORY VERSE: “Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord.”
Isa. 43:10.

To bear witness is to tell what one knows, A judge
or jury often decides very important matters by the
testimony of one witness. Any one who knows about
Jesus can be a witness for him.

Every one is witnessing either for or avainst Christ.
Matt. 12:30; 6: 24,

How we witness:

By our words. .
By our lives.

Make practical applications to home and school life.

The whole world will hear those who witness for
Jesus. Matt. 24: 14,

A missionary was climbing a mountain range where
were a number of homes, though somewhat scattered.
Desiring to preach at least one sermon to the people,
he asked how he could let them all know of the ap-
pointment. “0, just tell the first one you meet up
there,” was the answer, “and he wiil tell all the
others.” It would not take long to tell the whole
world the gospel of Christ if only each one would tell
all the others in his vicinity.

Witnessing helps in overcoming.

Common excuses :

“1 am too young.” If you can tell of the love of
mother or father, you can tell of Jesus’ love.

“T am not good enough.” Ask Jesus to give you a
new heart, and help you to be good. He will do it.

“I am afraid.” Prov. 28:1. The apostles were
not afraid, even when threatened with imprisonment.
They said, “ We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:29.

“People will laugh.” Heb. 13:6.

“I don’t know enough.” J. Hudson Taylor, mis-
sionary to China, talking to a youthful Christian, said, -
“Does a candle become useful only after it has burned
down ¢ ”

“No,” was the reply; “ just as soon as it is lighted.”

“Then,” said the missionary, “imitate the candle,
and let your light shine right at the start.”

A promise to those who witness for Jesus publicly.
Matt. 10: 32,

A book written for them. Mal. 3:16.

Rev. 12:11.

¥ ¥ #

The Tempest Is Coming

Tar tempest is coming, and we must get ready for
its fury, by having repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord will arise
to shake terribly the earth, We shall see troubles on
all sides. Thousands of ships will be hurled into the
depths of the sea. Navies will go down, and human
lives will be sacrificed by millions. PFires will break
out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able
to quench them. The palaces of earth will be swept
away in the fury of the flames. Disasters by rail will
become more and more frequent; confusion, collision,
and death without a moment’s warning will oceur on
the great lines of travel. The end is near, probation
is closing. Oh, let us seek God whilé he may be found,
call upon him while he is near! The prophet says,
“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which
have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek
meekness; it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger.”-— Review and Herald, Aug. 26, 1915.



(Reading for Wednesday, December 10)

The Motive Power of the Message

RorLLiN D. Quinn

Tuge source of power in our message is the mighty
energy of the Iloly Spirit, and is best expressed in
the words of our Lord:

“Ye ghall Le baptized with the Holy Glost not many days
henee, and ye shall rcceive power after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you.”

No higher gift ecould Christ solicit from his Father
for the help of his chureh, for “in the great and
measureless gift of the Holy Spirit are contained all
of heaven’s resources.”—* Christ’s Object Lessons,’
p. 419.

The Holy Spirit is God’s great and all-inclusive
power for his church. Ior its reception Jesus bade
the diseiples wait after his' ascension before under-
taking their work.

“ They were not authorized to preach a single disecourse ex-
cept under the influence of the Holy Spirit. They had striet
orders to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power
from on high. Do the workers today regard the possession of
the Holy Spirit essential to the suceess of their work? We
have had sermounizing and theorizing until the churches are
ready to die. The Holy Spirit must come upon God’s people.
Then the truth will go forth with mighty power.”— Mrs. E. G.
White, in Review and Herald, June 3, 1902,

The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

Christ said:

“Tt is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart,
I will send him unto you.” John 16:7.

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead,
Christ’s representative or suceessor on earth.

“ The Comforter that Christ promised to send after he as-
cended to heaven, is the Spirit in all the fulness of the God-
head, making manifest the power of divine grace to all who
receive and believe in Christ as a personal Saviour. There are
three living persons of the heavenly trio; in the name of these
three great powers — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
~— those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and
these . powers will co-operate with the obedient subjects of
heaven in their efforts to live the new life in Christ.”— Special
Testimonies,” Series B, No. 7, p. 63.

It is interesting to note the confidence with which
our Lord spoke of the Spirit’s advent; not more so
did the prophets foretell Christ’s coming. Many times
during the elosing days with the disciples, he repeated
the phrase “ when he is come.” The advent of the
Spirit to the heart of the church on the day of Pente-
cost was as distinet and marked an event as the ad-
vent of the Son of God himself to the manger bed of
Bethlehem. Both had been on earth before, but not
in the same way. The Holy Spirit came to abide with
us until Christ’s mediatorial work closes and he re-
turns. He is still here, awaiting our demand and re-
ception. “ Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed ¢ ”

‘What Christ Accomplished by the Cross

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me,
and ‘drink. . .. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not
yet given [in its Pentecostal power]; because that Jesus was
not yet glorified.”) John 7: 37-39.

In referring to his death, Jesus said:

“ Now ig the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of
this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all . . . unto myself.,” John 12: 32,

Angels as well as men were drawn to Christ, It is
evident from these words that the death and glorifica-

tion of Christ were to bring to his church a greater
fulness of the Holy Spirit, and a more voluntary
ministration of the holy angels, than ever before.

The work of human redemption was not all that was
acconmplished by the cross. The love of God was mani-
fested to the universe. The prinee of this world
was cast out. The accusations which Satan brought
against God were refuted. The reproach which he had
cast upon heaven was forever removed. Angels and
unfallen intelligences, as well as men, were drawn to
the Redeemer.

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.”
“ And having made peace through the blood of his e¢ross, by him
to reconeile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether
they be things in earth, or things in heawen.” 2 Cor. 5:19;
Col. 1:20.

Though clouds and darkness had been round about
him, and the world was dark through misapprehension
of God, yet righteousness and judgment were the foun-
dation of his throne.

“ Not until the death of Christ, was the character of Satan

clearly revealed to the angels or to the unfallen worlds, . . .
By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he had uprooted him-

self from the sympathies of the heavenly beings. Henceforth
his work was restricted. . . . The last link -of sympathy be-
tween Satan and the heavenly world was broken.” (See ¢ The

Desire of Ages,” pp. 758-764.)

‘With Satan’s disguise torn away, and the misappre-
hension that had surrounded Christ removed, there
was heard a loud voice in heaven saying,

“Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of his Christ.”” Rev. 12: 10.

The Savionr was now placed on vantage ground,

with the fullest sympathy and co-operation of all the

angelic hosts. But the Holy Ghost in its fulness had
not yet been given, for Jesus had not yet ascended to
his Father and been glorified.

It had been prophesied of Christ that when he
ascended on high he would lead captivity captive, and
give gifts unto men.

Through the prophetess Deborah the Spirit of God
first uttered that significant phrase when celebrating
Israel’s vietory over Jabin, king of Hazor:

* Arige, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of
Abinoam.” Judges 5: 12.

The thought is that when the downtrodden becomes
at last the vietor, he leads captive that which has led
him and others into captivity. So it was with Jesus
when he ascended, for by his sinless life, death, resur-
rection, and ascension, he defeated the devil, and dem- -
onstrated forevermore the supremacy of man in him
over all the dark powers that infest this world. He
broke the power and dominion of sin over man, and
led it captive. He said, “ Be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world.” John 16:33. He abolished
death, and henceforth holds the kevs of death and
hell. He spoiled principalities and powers, and mgde
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in him-
self, and gave gifts unto men. .

“ Christ’s ascension to heaven was the signal that his fol-
lowers were to receive the promised blessing. For this they
were to wait before they entered upon their work. When Christ
passed within the heav'enly gates, . . . the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon the diseiples in rich currents, and Christ was in-
deed glorified, even with the glory Whlch he had with the
Father from all eternity. The Pentecostal outpouring was

Heaven’s ecommunieation that the Redeemer’s inauguration was

accomplished.”— The Acts of the Apostles,” pp. 38, 39.
17
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The coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost
was heralded by the sound “ of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting.”
Acts 2:2. The Holy Spirit was attended on his mis-
sion by a vast retinue of holy angels, fotr “ whither-
soever the Spirit was to go, they went, thither was
their spirit to go;” and when they went there was
“heard also the noise of the wings of the living crea-
tures that touched one another, and the noise of the
wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rush-
ing.” Bze. 1:20; 3:13.

The sound of a mighty rushing wind on the day
of Pentecost could have been none other than the
sound of a going on the part of these invisible armies
of light and power, the ministering spirits sent forth
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.

“ The wheel-like eomplications that appeared to the prophet
[Ezekiel] to be involved in sueh confusion, were under the
guidance of an imfinite hand. The Spirit of God revealed to
him as moving and direeting these wheels, brought harmony
out of confusion, so the whole world was under his control.
Myriads of glorified heings were ready at his word to overrule

Group of Natives of the Punjab Listeﬁing to the Gospel Story

the power and policy of evil men, and bring good to his faith-
ful ones.’— Testimonies for the Church)’” Vol. ¥V, p. 752.

Thus we see that the coming of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost, attended by myriads of angels,
was a mighty manifestation of divine energy. The
Spirit possesses all power in heaven and in earth to
bestow upon the church of Christ,

The Holy Spirit in Our Day and Generation

“The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to
those that ask, the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for
his blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion.
To us is committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work of
revealing Christ to those who are in darkness. We are called
to proelaim the special truths for this time. TFor all this, the
outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it.
The Lord expeets us to ask him. We have not been whole-
hearted in this work.

“ What can I say to my brethren in the name of the Lord?

. . We cannot depend upon form or external machinery.
What we need is the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit
of God. . It is the time of the latter rain, when the L.ord
will give 1argely of his Spirit.”— Mrs. E. G. White, in “ Review
and «Herald,” March 2, 1897.

The suceessful ministry of Christ was through the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This is still its mission.
The filling of the Holy Ghost was characteristic of
the early church. One has well said:

“QOn the day of Pentecost they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, women as well as men; obseure disciples as well ag illus-
trious apostles. . . . New converts, like Saul of Tarsus, were
bidden to expect this blessed filling. Deacons called to do the
gecular business of the church must be men filled with the
Holy Ghost. That he was a good man full of the Holy Ghost
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was a greater recommendation of Barnabas than that he had
parted with his land. In point of fact, the Christians of the
first age were taught to expect this blessed filling, and the
early church was a collection of Holy Ghost filled people.”

Christians have seemed to suppose that the filling
of the Holy Ghost was the prerogative of a few. The
majority of them have never thought of it as within
their reach, and the church has been simply paralyzed
for want of the only power that can avail her in her
conflict against the world,— a power which was dis-
tinetly pledged to her by her ascending Lord. We
can never regain or hold our true position until all
believers see that the filling of the Holy Ghost is for
them as fully as for the first Christians.

Jesus Christ Qur Perfect Example

Jesus Christ is the one perfect manifestation in
history of the complete work of the Holy Spirit in
man. It was in the power of the Holy Spirit that
Jesus worked, achieved, and triumphed in every con-
fliect with Satan and sin. We have been bidden to
follow him, not only in his life of complete triumph
over sin, but also in
his great life of sacri-
fice and ministry for the
lost. Let us try to re-
semble him, not only
in his characteristics,
but in his experiences.
Jesus Christ climbed the
mountain peak in both,
and attributes all his
success to the faet that
he was anointed with
the Holy Ghost and with
power.

- On the eve of his de-
parture from this world,
he was desirous of giv-
ing to his disciples the
very same help that he
had received from his Father. On that memorable
morning of the resurrection, Jesus said to them:

“ As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when
he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

He coupled with these words his great commission,
“@Go,” and “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world.” The disciples ecaught the true -
meaning of Christ’s words, and hastened back to Je-
rusalem, not with sorrowing hearts, but with the full
assurance that Christ would still be with them in the
person of the Holy Spirit, even after he had gone
away.

The supreme condition of their receiving the Holy
Spirit was the preparation for, and their obedience to,
the call of God to a life of service. The conditions
of receiving power today are not different from those
in apostolic times. In every passage of the Bible in
which the baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned,
it is in connection with the testimony of service. None
should wait in idle expectancy for the baptism of the
Spirit. The Spirit of God is given for service. As
church members go forth at God’s bidding, the Holy
Spirit comes to give efficiency and power.

“Every truly converted soul will be intensely desirous to
bring others from the darkness of error into the marvelous light
of the righteousness of Jesus Christ. The great outpouring of
the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with his glory,
will not come until we have an enlightened people that know
by experience what it means to be laborers together with God.
‘When we have entire, whole-hearted consecration to the serv-
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ice of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of
his Spirit without measure; but this will not be while the largest
portion of the church are not laborers together with God.”—
Mrs. E. G. White, in Review and Herald, July 21, 1896.

“When the churches become living, working churches, the
Holy Spirit will be given in answer to their sincere request.
. .. Then the windows of heaven will be open for the show-
ers of the latter rain”— Mrs. E. G. White, in Review and
Herald, Feb., 25, 1890.

“ When the reproach of indolence and slothfulness shall have
been wiped away from the church, the Spirit of the Lord will
be graciously manifested. Divine power will be revealed. The
church will' see the providential working of the Lord of hosts.”
—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. IX, p. 46.

“ Let all who believe the truth begin to work. Do the work
that lies nearest you. . . . If the lay members of the church
will arouse to do the work that they can do, . . . each seeing
how much he can accomplish in winning souls to Jesus, we shall
see many leaving the ranks of Satan to stand under the banner
of Christ. If our people will act upon the light that is given
in these few words of instruction, we shall surely see of the
salvation of God. Wonderful revivals will follow. Sinners
will be eonverted, and many souls will be added to the church,
‘When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our lives
into harmony with his work, the Spirit that fell on the disciples
on the day of Pentecost will fall on us.”— Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. VIII, p. 246.

“ When the churches become living, working churches, the
Holy Spirit will be given in answer to their sineere request.
Then the truth of God’s word will be regarded with new in-
terest, and will be explored as if it were a revelation just from
the courts above. Every declaration of inspiration concerning
Christ will take hold of the inmost soul of those who love him.
Envy, jealousy, evil-surmising will cease. The Bible will be re-
garded as a charter from heaven. Its study will absorb the
mind, and its truths will feast the soul. The promisés of God
now repeated as if the soul had never tasted of his love, will
then glow upon the altar of the heart, and fall in burning words
from the lips of the messengers of God. They will then plead
with souls with an earnestness that eannot be repulsed. Then
the windows of heaven will be opened for the showers of the
latter rain. The followers of Christ will be united in love.”
— Mrs. E. G. White, in Review and Herald, Feb. 25, 1890.

% % %
Children’s Lessons--- No. 5

The Field Is the World
MeMORY VERSE: Matt, 24: 14,

Apostles were to witness of Jesus. Aets 1:8.

Beginning at home, every one who loves the Lord
should seek to make him known to all the world.

Jesus bids us go “ into all the world.” Mark 16: 15.

The isles shall wait. Isa. 42:4.

The people of God shall be gathered. Isa. 43:5-7.
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The missionayy ladder. Rom. 10:13-15. (A lad-
der drawn on the blackboard will help to impress
the lesson.)

This ladder has five rounds — five “shall’s.”  The
first is a statement; the other four are questions we
are to answer, keeping the first one in mind.

First round: * Whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” No one is left out. Any
one and every one may call. A child may call, a poor
man may ecall, a heathen may eall.

Second round: “ How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not believed?” No one sends for
a doctor in whom he has no confidence. The heathen
do not believe in Christ, because they have no chance
to believe. .

Third round: “ How shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard?” No one will wish to
try a remedy of which he has not heard. Millions
have never heard of Christ and so cannot believe.

Fourth round: “ How shall they hear without a
preacher?” Where there are ears to hear, there must
be voices to speak. In some places there are many,
many ears, and only one or two voices. Many are
telling those who have already heard again and again,
while millions have not heard once. Some are looking
at these heathen countries, and saying, “ Here am 1,
send me.”

Fifth round: “ How shall they preach, except they
be sent?” It is Jesus who puts into men’s hearts a
desire to go to the dark places of earth and “ preach
the gospel.” Jesus sends them; he gives them a mes-
sage of joy and peace to carry to those in darkness;
and he allows us to have a part in their work.

‘What can we do? (Lt the children themselves
answer, Fmphasize the need of self-denial.)

“Children and youth have given their pennies, that, like
little rivolets, have supplied a stream of beneficence. Children
should be educated in such a way. that they may perform un-
selfish acts which bheaven will rejoice to see. When the dew of
youth is upon them, children should be trained how to do service
for Christ. They should be taught self-denjal.””—* Testimonies
on Sabbath School Work,” p. 113.

* # #

“ No matter how much money they give, or how much per-
sonal service they render, men have not discharged their full
duty nor enjoyed their highest privilege, nor made their largest
contribution to the missionary enterprise, until definite, believ-
ing prayer has become a part of their daily lives.”

" A TYPICAL CHINESE CONGREGATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEDICATION OF THIS CHINESE TEMFLE TO THE
PROCLAMATION OF THE LAST GOSPEL MESSAGE



(Reading for Thursday, December 11)

Conditions of Receiving the Holy Spirit

CarRLYLE B. HAYNEs

THERE can be no compensation, either to the indi-
vidual Christian or to the church, for the lack of the
Holy Spirit. Vietory over sin cannot be gained by
the Christian without the Spirit, nor can the church
complete its work on earth until the Spirit is given
without measure. Material agencies may be useful
in advaneing the message of salvation, but only as they
are employed as an accompaniment of, not a substitute
for, the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is to the church
what the full stream is to the mill wheel, and it is to
the Christian believer what the principle of life is to
the body.

The first condition of receiving the Holy Spirit is
a recognition of its need in the life. So long as there
is the slightest sense of self-sufficiency, genuine ear-
nestness will not be manifested in seeking for the Holy
Spirit. But when one so senses his own utter weakness
and insufficiency, his lack of wisdom and power, and
comes utterly to despair of help from any human
source, and is thus brought to realize that his need
can be supplied only by the power of God, the way
is then prepared to seek with the whole heart and with
a determination that will not be denied, the promised
blessing of the Holy Spirit. 'We must know we need
it, and realize how greatly we need it, before we can
demand and receive it.

Every form of spiritual weakness is directly attrib-
utable to the lack of the Holy Spirit. Have you gone
to places of amusement which are forbidden the Chris-
tian? It is because you have not followed the guid-
ance of the Spirit. The flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the flesh has conquered. Have you lost
your temper and become impatient? You have neg-
lected the Spirit. Has the appalling tide of worldli-
ness which is sweeping into the chureh, overwhelmed
you? You have not been walking in the Spirit. Do
yvou lack vietory over sin? You have grieved the
Spirit. ’

There ean be no abiding peace, no power, no victory,
without the Holy Spirit. We may not, indeed, be
entirely destitute of power, but the Spirit is present
only as an attenuated thread or a shallow stream.
The fleshly nature is in control. The eternal warfare
between the flesh and the Spirit is settled generally
in favor of the flesh. And we lack power to settle it
in any other way. We are yielding to temptation
because we have not fully yielded to the Spirit.

But it need not be so. The Pentecostal fulness, the
baptism of fire, the enduement of power, are all within
our reach. The Spirit awaits our demand and re-
ception. ' :

Unless one believes the gift of the Spirit to be at-
tainable, it cannot be sought with the whole heart.
At this point, unbelief would paralyze all effort and
make the prayer of faith impossible. But the gift of
the Spirit is a blessing which is in¢luded in God’s plan
for the individual and for the church, Jesus Christ
is a perfeect Saviour from sin, and a clean heart and
a holy life are within the reach of every believer,

Recognition of the need of the Spirit, coupled with
faith that it may be obtained, must be followed by
intense desire to receive this greatest of all gifts. It
is not sufficient to feel one’s corrupt and helpless con-
dition. It is not enough to see afar off the means by
which cleansing from sin may be secured. Added to

29

this, there must be an all-consuming desire for the
promised blessing. Certainly to enjoy even the small-
est measure of saving grace is to have created a desire
to obtain all that is possible. In the “Notes” of
Albert Barnes is the statement:

“ The unceasing and steady aim of every Christian should be
perfection. No man can be a Christian who does not sinecerely
desire it, and who does not constantly aim at it,”

And Dr. Adam Clarke, referring to the time when
he sought the eleansing of the Spirit, says:

“The good Lord was pleased to give me a sight of the un-
speakable depravity of my heart, and, one time in particular,
in such a measure that the distress I felt was as painful in sus-
taining as it would be difticult in deseribing. I regarded noth-
ing — not even life itself — in comparison of having my heart
cleansed from all sin, and hegan to seek it with full purpose of
soul.”

The reception of the Spirit never happens to people.
It must be sought with definite aim and profound
desire. And should there be but a feeble spark of
desire, it is well to know that this may be, and most
certainly should be, fanned into flame by extra atten-
tion given to self-examination, meditation, self-denial,
searching the Scriptures, secret prayer, and conversa-
tion with those who also seck the blessing of the Spirit,
For those who earnestly desire and ardently seek,
there are these comforting promises:

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right-
cousness: for they shall be filled.” Matt. 5: 6.

“He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he alsa
will hear their cry, and will save them.” Ps, 145:19.

*“ The desire of the righteous shall be granted.” Prov. 10: 24,

“ 'What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ve receive them, and ye shall have them,” Mark 11: 24,

“We know that we have the petitions that we desired of
him.” 1 John 5: 15.

Following the recognition of the need of the Spirit,
the belief in its attainability, intense desire for it and
definite seeking after it, will naturally follow the mak-
ing over of oneself to God in an “ everlasting cove-
nant,” of entire consecration. Suech a eonseeration
involves two things: (1) The complete abandonment
of the evil desires, habits, practices in us which God
cannot use; and (2) the solemn dedication of the good
desires, talents, and abilities which God ean use, In
such a dedieation there is the surrender of body, soul,
spirit, time, talents, property, friends, family, repu-
tation, hopes, fears, plans, prospects, business; all we
are, all we have, all we can do; the past, the present,
the future,—known and unknewn,— beth now and
for eternity. This means nothing less than solemnly
to covenant with God to eat, drink, dress, talk, pray,
sing, read, study, travel, trade, labor, visit, and live
in accordance with his revealed will. To covenant
thus with God is a definite transaction, and it should
not be entered upon lightly.

S. H. Platt wrote:

" “Buch a conseeration has no looking after reserve-rights,

no haggling after easier terms, no bargaining for future res-
toration of abandoned possessions, no seeking after special
exemptions, but is just a fee-simple transfer of right, interests,
claims, everything, to the sovereignty of God. ... You must
consecrate yourself as fully, as formally, as irrevoeably, as much
in detail, as if you were making inventory to deed yourself
away for gold. And the spirit, life, and power of your con-
secration must consist in this — that your will freely and for-
ever accepts God’s will as its ene, sole, changeless law.”

The same thought is thus desceribed by Dr. A.
Liowery, in his “ Possibilities of Grace:”
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“ When we give alll 40 :God, we make a summary transfer of
.ourselves to him. Ag a piece of land is sold, and the lot is
bounded, measured, and described as so many acres and rods,
*more or less, with all the appurtenances thereto belonging,’
in like manmer, sign, weal, and deliver yourself over to God.
And do it so veally dhat ever after it would strike you as an act
of trespass and breach of faith to use any member of your
body, or faculty of wour mind, or affection of your soul, or
jportion of yeur pessessions against God, apart from God, or
for any selfish matives, that would offend God; and take you
rand yours in amy way out of his lands.”

The author of a book entitled, “ A Holy Life,” says:

“ The surrendler we speak of is an unspeakably solemn thing.
‘1t makes a erisis in a man’s life. When I thus surrender, I
cyield myself — spirit, -soul, and body — utterly to God, I lie
‘like an offerimg on ‘the altar, and then upon that altar the fire
of God falls, to burn up the evil and make the offering clean.
~After such am experience a man is never the same as before.”

Raul speaks of this surrender when he says:

“ 1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
‘that ye presemt your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, whick is your reasonable service.” Rom. 12: 1.

When the ecomplete surrender of the body is made,
‘three things necessarily follow: We shall not abuse
‘these bodies. of ours;
we shall not defile
them; and we shall
not adorn them in a
way forbidden by the
word of God or by
wanetified common
sense.

And when this full
surrender of the
“body, life, possessions,
time, talents, and all,
is made, when a defi-
nite transfer of these
things has been made
to God, and we are no
longer in any sense
our own, but have
given wourselves en-
tirely away, and can
challenge no right to
ourselves in any re-
spect; no right to our eyes, ears, nose, hands, feet,
tongue, because we have surrendered them all to God,
and both ownership and possession have passed into
his hands, it will not then be difficult to decide some
questions over which we may have stumbled before.

“ Is it right for me to go to a moving picture show ?”
is a question which takes on an entirely different as-
pect to a Christian who has entirely surrendered his
life to God, than it had before this surrender was
made. Then the individual was rather jealous of what
he looked upon as his right to do as he pleased, and
resented any interference with that right. He would
take care of himself. His eyes and his body were his
own, and he would take them where he wanted them
to go. He was his own master, and would not be
dictated to. Now he is no longer his own master, he
can no longer do as he pleases, his eyes and his body
are no longer his own. He has a different sovereign

than himself. Self-rule has been banished, and Christ--

rule has taken its place.

The question now is not merely, “ Shall I be doing
wrong in attending a moving pieture show?” but in-
volves the whole question of loyalty to God. It is
entirely a question of sovereignty. Who is master,
gelf or Christ? Shall I take back all that I have
yielded to God, and again assume direction of it at
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the bidding of self; or shall I leave it where I have
voluntarily placed it, in the hands of God? Shall I
be guided by my own will, or by God’s will? Shall
I carry out my own' desires, or the desires of God?
Shall I be obedient to the flesh, or to the Spirit?

Paul writes, as given in the Modern Speech New
Testament, in Galatians 5: 16, 17,

“ This then is what I mean, Let your lives be guided by the
Spirit, and then you will certainly not indulge the cravings of
your lower natures. For the cravings of the lower nature are
opposed to those of the Spirit, and the cravings of the Spirit
are opposed to those of the lower nature; because these are
antagonistic to each other, so that you cannot do everything
to which you are inclined.”

And then he adds, in verses 24 and 25:

“Now they who belong to Christ Jesus have erucified their
lower nature with its passions and appetites. If we are living
by the Spirit’s power, let our conduct also be governed by the
Spirit’s power.”

The question of a Christian’s conduct, then, cannot
be properly settled merely by asking himself such
questions as, ‘“ Am I doing right in attending a theater,
in reading a novel, in using the Sabbath for my own

COLPORTEURS IN PERU

pleasure, in dressing as I please in accordance with
the prevailing styles, or in eating and drinking this or
that which may be questionable?” Such questions
do not get to the heart of the matter. They serve
only to hide the real question, which is, *“ Which is
to rule in my life, flesh or Spirit? self or God?” The
whole question of sovereignty, of God’s authority, may
be bound up in the apparently slight matter of what
we eat and drink, where we go, what we read, and how
we dress. .

When Joseph was confronted with temptation to
commit a wrong act, and stood against the strong
inclination of the flesh to consent, his victory was
gained not merely by considering that act alone, but
what that act meant in reference to his whole relation
to God. The question with him was, “ Flesh or Spirit,
self or God — which shall rule?” And when he saw
clearly that to commit that act would mean denying
the sovereignty of God in his life, and that it involved
vastly more than the commission of one wrong act, he
eried out, “ How then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God?”

The same question confronts us when any temp-
tation comes, no matter how small. Any departure
from right-doing involves our whole relation to God.
To consider each sin by itself, makes sin appear small
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and of little consequence, whether we commit it or not.
To consider every sin in the light of our relation to
God and his sovereignty in our lives, makes sin appear
exceedingly sinful, for we then discern that it becomes
a question of loyalty. Shall we obey God or self?
Meet every temptation, not with the question, “ Ought
T to do this or not?” but with, “ Flesh or Spirit, self
or God — which shall rule?” And then surrender
again to God, yicld to the Spirit, letting him have
his way in you.

“Let your lives be guided by the Spirit, and you will certainly
not indulge the eravings of your lower nature.”

“If we are living by the Spirit’s power, let our conduct be
governed also by the Spirit’s power.”

“They who belong to Jesus Christ have crucified their lower
nature with its passions and appetites.”

HWinally, the Spirit must be definitely claimed, if it
is ta be received. 1t awaits our demand and reception.
Just as we claimed forgiveness when we had confessed

God is waiting
He is willing to

our sins, so must we claim the Spirit.
for just this. God has promised it.
give it. The Modern
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without the Spirit. In a hundred different forms, if
you permit it, this thought will press itself upon you.
Do not give way to it. " The Spirit awaits your demand
and reception. Then claim it; receive it. Beware of
unbelief. '

Come now and say, “ I do believe God’s word; that
the Father delights to fill me with the Holy Spirit.
I do believe that God ‘ means for me every day in the
week, every moment of my life, to live the life of the
Holy Spirit. I do believe God now gives it to me.”

Will you say that? God is willing to give you his
Spirit. He is waiting for you to lay claim to it. You
may not feel it yet; but claim it, and you shall have
it. It does not depend on feeling, but on God’s prom-
ise. Believe it. Claim it.

It may be well for you to talk to yourself in the
words of Andrew Murray :

“ T must be filled with the Spirit. God commands it. Christ wills
it. The world requires it. I greatly need it. I must have it.”
“T may be filled with the
Spirit. God has promised it.

Speech New 'Testament
renders JTmke 11:13
thus:

“If you then, with all
your human frailty, know
how to give your children
gifts that are good for them,
how much more certainly
will your Father who is in
heaven give the Ioly Spirit
to those who ask him.”

Let us then have faith
that when wec comply
with the conditions and
ask for the Spirit, God
gives it to us; and let us
claim it and receive it.

Some will say, “ Such
faith is the gift of God.”
True, but what does
that mean? Does it
mean that you cannot have it? How far does hu-
man responsibility for the cxercise of such faith ex-
tend ?

The question is answered as follows by John A.
‘Wood :

“Taith is the gift of God in pearly the same sense in which
sceing, walking, and eating are the gifts of God. These are
the gifts of God in such a sense that none of them can be
done without him, and yet he does none of them for us. The
objects of sight and the power to see, the foundation on which
to walk and the power to walk, the food we cat and the power
to eat, are all, in an important sense, from God. . But the acts
of seeing, of eating, and of walking are our own. He neither
sees, walks, nor eats for us; and yet we can do neither without
him. Thus with faith, God gives truth, the object of faith, and
the grace of faith, or the power to believe; but he believes for
no ome. While he helps the believer, the act of believing is
purcly the belicver’s, and is voluntary — unnccessitated.”

God said he would give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him. Do you believe it? Are you resting
on God’s word? Then claim the promise and receive
his Spirit. Tt awaits your demand and reception.
Say in faith, “ The Holy Spirit can be in my life; I
can be filled with the Spirtt; T can have the Spirit
day by day.” Do not let unbelief tell you this is
impossible, that the Spirit is too great a gift for a
mar on earth to have, that you cannot live, filled with
the Spirit. Do not permit the thought that your tem-
perament is of such a peculiar kind that, while others
may have the blessing, you must be content to remain

i

Native Home in the Philippine Islands

Christ has purchased it.
The Bible reveals it as my
glorious privilege.  Many
others have experienced it.
So may I.

“T would be filled with
the Spirit. My heart longs
for it. T cannot do the best
work without it. Lord, I lay

" everything at thy feet! T
cry out for all the fuluness of
thy love. I would be en-
tirely thine.

“1 shall be filled with the
Spirit. T see the open foun-
tain., I hear the word of
promise. I feel the magnet-
ism of love divine. I rec-
spond to the gracious call.
My all-redeeming God! I
make all over into thy hands.
I sink into nothing at thy
feet! T die to self. I walk

out on thy promises. I open my heart to receive thee in all

thy saving fulness, just here and just now.”

% % #
Children’s Lessons --- No. 6

Our Message to the World

MEMORY VERSE: “ Prepare to meet thy God.” Amos 4:12,
Jesus is coming again. John 14:1-3.

‘With clouds. Acts 1:9-11.

With all the angels. Matt. 16:27; 25: 31.

To reward his people. Matt. 16:27.
We may know when he is near. Matt. 24 : 33.
Signs of his coming. Matt. 24:29; Luke 21: 25,
26; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.
Those whom Jesus will save will be keeping the
commandments. Rev. 14:12; 22:12, 14,
‘Which one of the ten is not generally kept?
Repeat the fourth commandment.
How was the Sabbath made? Gen. 2:2, 3.
Jesus kept the Sabbath. Luke 4:16.
The apostles kept the Sabbath. Aects 13:14-16.
How to keep the Sabbath. Matt. 12: 12, Isa. 58: 13,
Our special work is to let the world know that Jesus
" is soon coming, and to point out the true Sab-
bath, asking every one to give his heart to
the Lord and be ready when he shall appear.
A waiting company. TIsa. 25:9.
An unprepared company. Rev. 6:15-17,



(Reading for Friday, December 12)

Encouraging Words from the Field

JoHN L. Snaw .

WE are living in the stirring and thrilling times
just prior to the coming of Christ. Toward a great
and glorious climax we are rapidly hastening. When
the message in the setting of Revelation 14 has done
its work, prophecy will be fulfilled, the earth will be
warned, and the end will eome.

So steady is the progress of the message that not
tumult, pestilence, famine, nor war can stay the char-
iot wheels of truth. Think of it! the last report of
the statistical secretary of the General Conference
records 16,083 baptisms for the year. This is more
than our combined efforts achieved during the first
eighteen years of the organized work. In other words,
the movement has so gathered in size and momentum
that one yearly turn adds more believers than eighteen
years in those early days.

The power of the message is being continually real-
ized in home and heathen lands. Chains of evil are
broken; lifelong habits of sin give way; souls are
converted and enter into a new and living association
with Christ. This work of transformation, truly maxr-
velous, lifts men from mere earthly relationships to
beecome the children of their heavenly Father. As a
Chinese convert expressed it, when eoming out of the
water at his baptism in Hakkaland, China, “ Now I
am no longer my father’s child [onlyl, I am God’s
child.”

The great log drum up in the interior of Fiji, that
once sounded the awful call to a cannibal feast, where
sin in all its bestial forms held sway, now heralds the
hour of Sabbath service. For twenty miles it can
be heard calling the desecendants of cannibals to the
place of prayer.

One of these Fijian eonverts said, in- effect:

“ Since we turned to the true religion, many chiefs and petty
government officials have tried to intimidate us, saying we
should be cast into prison on suspicion of being connected with
a seditious movement. But if we are falsely accused and cast
into prison, we shall go knowing that Paul, Peter, and others
were also falsely charged and imprisoned, and we shall follow
their example.

“¢Why do you step out now and accept this faith, and not
before?’ we are asked. We believe this is God’s time. His
word has come to us and we have become awakened. We have
not accepted this faith through coercion, or because of bad
feelings toward our former brethren. Light from on high has
shone upon us, and in coming into this message, we come for
all there is in 1t. We come for cleansing. We cast away the
old life, our tobaeco, our grog, and our unclean food, and we
mean to stand by the truth of God.”

A recent word concerning the awakening in Fiji
declares that the interest altogether outmeasures pre-
vious reports. During the first five months of this
year, four hundred natives were baptized. At one
visit the president of the Central Polynesian Con-
ference in two or three weeks organized eighteen
churehes. He says, ¢ In addition, a large town oun the
Ra coast was turned over to us, and other towns are
leaning toward us.”

Think of an average Sabbath attendance of 1,900
away up at Malamulo Mission, in Nyasaland! After
telling of the steady progress of our various mission
stations in South Central Africa and the number of
believers each is adding, Elder W. E. Straw, the su-
perintendent of these missions, says of Malamulo:

“Tt is our one mission station in Nyasaland. It has a
beautiful location and is nicely kept. The school attendance
is more than 200 at the main station, and about 1,600 at the
thirty-eight outschools. Their tithes and offerings have in-

creased from $1,000 in 1916 to $1,500 in 1918, and the church
membership from 315 in 1916 to 512 in 1918, an increase of
197 in two years.”

Answering the question, “ Does it pay to do native
work?” Brother Straw says: ’

“T believe we can give examples of native converts who are
as stable and reliable as many of our Europeans. There is
Isaac Xiba, who has charge of our school at Selukwe. I do
not know where I should go among our white people to find
a more earnest, energetic missionary than he. And Harry
Sobagobe is another example of faithfulness. He has charge
of our work at Que Que, and natives are walking a distance of
forty miles to hear him preach on the Sabbath, and many are
accepting the truth under his labors. These are not isolated
cases; We have many such., There is Jim, the colporteur of
Solusi, Stephen of Rusangu, Jonah of Tsungwesi, James K.
Jacob, and others in Nyasaland. Can any one say it is not
worth while to save these boyst”

“ Peace be with us,” is the salutation of the brethren
in little Rumania, which from 1916 until recently has
been entirely cut off from us. “ The war was not a
hindranece to the progress of the last message,” says
Brother P. R, Paulini, in charge of our work. Praise
the Liord, brethren and sisters, during 1918 Rumania,
in the very heart of European tumult and trouble,
reports from 170 to 200 who have accepted the truth
and united with our churches. Now there is a con-
ference of a thousand believers in that land with a
kindred hope looking for our soon-coming Saviour.
Concluding his letter, Brother Paulini says:

“ The thought that our Saviour is soon coming rejoices our
hearts and stimulates us to greater consecration than ever be-
fore. We rejoice that we are a part of this great work and
that we can be united with you in one mind.”

‘We rejoice in the story of continued triumph in
South America. In 1914 Elder F. A. Stahl, on one
of his tours among the South American Indians in
the Lake Titicaca region, came to a small Indian
village far up among the rocks. They gave him of
their native food, while he told them of Christ and his
soon coming. Some threw away their coca-leaf mix-
ture. Before he left, the chief asked when he would
return. As there were so few workers, he answered
that he could not tell.

“Yes,” said the chief, “but I want to know when
you will come to us again and tell us all.”

Brother Stahl replied that he could not tell him
for sure, as this village was so far away from our
mission and the workers were so few.

“ Oh, but we must know,” he continued.

Brother Stahl then answered, “If I do not come,
somebody else will.”

“But how am I to know that some one else will
teach us the same things?”

After thinking for a moment, Brother Stahl took up
a small stone and broke it in half, and giving the chief
one half, promised that whoever came in his place
would have the other half, and would bring it to him.

This call struck a responsive chord in the hearts
of our people at home, and more workers were sent
to the Titicaca Mission field. About two years ago
a mission was started among these people, and has
since been known as the Broken-stone Mission. Now
the word comes: '

“ During the last few weeks two baptismal services have been
held at Umuchi, better known as the Broken-stone Mission.
Forty-nine were baptized at the first service, and eighty-one
at the second. This makes a membership at this mission station
of 291.” ‘ .
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Speaking further of the work at Lake Titicaca and
other parts of the Inca Union Mission, Elder E. F.
Peterson, the superintendent, says:

“ At Oceo Pampa, or Moho station, where Brother and Sister
Ellis P, Howard have been located, forty:three have received
this sacred rite, and about forty more are in a baptismal class
preparing for this ordinance in the near future. The attend-
ance at the services at Oceco Pampa is increasing to such an ex-
tent that an addition to the church building seems necessary.
This station is near onc of the main vpads of travel into
Bolivia, and not far from the border. The influence of our
work is spreading into the valleys of Bolivia through the jour-
neys of our Sabbath-keeping Indians, into that region and
through contact of travelers from the valleys with our Indian
members near the mission station. Many who were formerly
bitter enemies of our work are acceptmg the truth, Some have
taken the preliminary steps by giving up their aleohol and
coca. At some services Indians attend from parts of Bolivia
a day’s journey distant. Thus we see how God is using these
humble believers, many of whom cannot even read, as witnesses
of his saving power for this time. Those: who have been held
captive by lifelong habits and customs are finding true free-
dom and liberty through the power of Christ in the gospel
The testimony of their changed lives is winning others for the
Lord. The beliefs and traditions of centuries are being shat-
tered by the power of God’s truth in this!field. Scores of be-
lievers are awaiting baptism at the. other mission stations
around Lake Titicaca.

“Tn the Peru Mission, at the time of this writing, between
sixty and seventy persons are awaiting the visit of a minister
to baptize them. These people are scattered over the moun-
tains and valleys in small groups and companies. Hardly a
week passes that we do not receive calls for a worker from
some group or company of Sabbath keepers who are holding
on to the truth, and who desire further instruction.

literature. Besides this, many persons, strangers to us, visit
our office and purchase our books and magazines.

“ Reports from Ecuador and Bolivia, also from other parts of
the Inca Union Mission, indicate an active movement on the
part of many to learn of our message. Persons are accepting
the truth who give promise of developing into active workers.
We believe God is preparing to do a greater work in these
difficult fields. It is evident he is stirring up the honest in
heart to search for the truth.” :

How the message goes! From the remotest islands
of the sea, and from the highest mountain recesses,
come the testimonies of hearts made new by the grace
of Christ. From away north in Teeland, isolated dur-
ing the years of the war, comes the report of Elder
J. C. Raft, president of the Scandinavian Union Con-
ference, telling of a good meeting at Reykjavik.

“Tt was interesting again to meet our brethren and sisters
up there, and it was also a blessed pleasure to greet the new
ones who had accepted the truth since we were there the last

time. The work in Ieeland is steadily progressing. Of course
the ‘war has brought our people many obstacles, but God has

helped them in a wonderful manner, removing difficulties and .

giving victory in the hour of trial.”"

As we look at India with her surging masses of
mankind and the many open doors for the entrance
of the gospel, we are moved to deep interest and
solicitude. War restrietions have seriously hindered
recruits from going to that field. Our missionaries
have been sorely pressed. In some instances one man
has been earrying the burden of two or three. Elder
J. B, Fulton, vice-president for the India mission
field, writes:

“The more I look at the work here, the more I feel that
India’s cause must be pressed before the brethren in a very
definite way. Yes, above all things, we must lay the case before
the Lord. With all these millions unwarned and with good
prospects before us, surely India must not go with such a small
force of workers. I have been talking with Elder L. J. Burgess
about the promise we have of a harvest of many souls in Bengal,
if we could only have a few men there to help us. I think of
the statement made by the Lord’s servant years ago, which says:
‘I feel intensely over the needs in foreign countries, as they
have been presented before me. In all parts of the world an-
gels of God are opening dooxs that a little while ago were closed
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to the message of truth. From India, from Africa, from China,
and from many other placés is heard the cry, “ Come over and
help us.”’ There are open doors everywhere, and no one to
enter them. What steps shall we take? When one thinks of
the late hour and of the possibility of some of these doors
closing on us, there is strong reason for intensity of feeling.
What can we do to help India?”

And we repeat, what more can we do to relicve these
brethren who carry such loads? We are thankful
that there is a slight rift in the cloud. Workers who
have been waiting for more than a year have now re-
ceived their government permits to enter India and
are on the way. The prospect is that nearly a score
of workers will reach India during the present year,
and others are waiting for their permits. Still the
need is tremendous. The appeal of our Bengali leper
brother sounds out the Macedonian call for help:

‘“ Brethren, come and tell these millions

Who are dying every day;

Lead them to the cross of Jesus,
From their gods of wood and clay.

Come, for time is quickly fleeting;
Come along without delay;

India needs more faithful workers,
Come for Christ’s dear sake, we pray.”

A strong work is under way in the Far East. The
report of the Far Eastern Division of the General
Conference, which includes China, Japan, Chosen,
the Philippines, and Malaysia, registers more than
one thousand baptisms last year. What an advance
since Brother La Rue, a quarter of a century ago,
single-handed, pioneered the work at Hongkong,
China! Brother C. C. Crisler, secretary of the di-
vision, says:

“1In going over the statistical reports of the last few years,
I have been greatly encouraged fo learn that there is a doubling
of membership, of workers, of financial returns, and of practi-
cally everything connected with our work about every four
years here in East Asia. This is the ratio that gave us so much
courage in connection with the development of our work in
Europe. We are not at all content with this ratio of develop-
ment, We are humbling ourselves before God, and praying for
a power and a vision that will enable us to meet his expecta-
tions. We can never vest content with less than Pentecostal
power and Pentecostal results.”

The far-flung line of advance leads. this year to the
planting of another mission station in western China.
As we write these lines, word comes that Dr. and Mrs.
J. N. Andrews are on their way from Chungking,
Szechwan, to Tatsienlu, on the very borders of Tibet,
a six weeks’ journey. The eall to open the work in
Siam has led finally to locating workers in Bangkok,
the capital of Siam. Already hearts have responded
to the message in that little kingdom. From the Phil-
ippines, from Chosen, and from other Eastern fields
come cheering reports of many souls’ aceepting the
truth. What a praise service there would be if all
these believers could tell in their own tongue of vie-
tories won in the name of Christ!

The field stretches out before us, white unto the
harvest, Faster and faster the message of the angel
seen by the beloved apostle on the lonely Isle of Pat-
mos is going to every people of every nation. Farther
and still farther toward the heart of darkened con-
tinents the heralds of the gospel of truth find their
way.

’ “ Go where the waves are breaking

On coldest Northern shore,
The precious gospel taking,

More rich than golden ore.
On highest Eastern mountain,

In lowest Western vale;

Beside the Southern fountains,
Rehearse the wondrous tale.”
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Children’s Lessons--- No. 7
Giving Gifts

MeMORY VERSE: “ Give, and it shall be given unto you.”
Luke 6: 38. .

God’s gifts to us. James 1:17.

God’s greatest gift. John 3:16.

‘What we should say. 2 Cor. 9:15.

An illustration of ingratitude. TLuke 17:11-18.

“ Freely ye have received, freely give.” Matt. 10: 8.

More blessed to give. Acts 20: 35,

A cheerful giver. 2 Cor. 9:7.
" God accepts willing offerings. Bx. 25:2.
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(ive as we are able. Deut. 16:17; 2 Cor. 8:12,
Give to poor. Prov. 19:17; Ps. 41:1.
With no hope of a return gift. Luke 14:12-14.
Every one can give —

Bright smiles. Prov. 15:13.

Kindness. Col. 3:12; 1 Tim. 5:4 (margin).

Loving service. Luke 2:51; Aets 10:38; 1 Cor.
3:9.

Money. Prov. 3:9,

Prayers. Luke 10:2.

The best gift. Prov. 23:26.
Closing song: “ They brought their gifts to Jesus.”
No. 1287, Hymns and Tunes.

(Reading for Sabbath, December 13)

The Need of Efficient

Workers in the Cause

of God

ARTHUR G. DANIELLS

A mEessacr needs a messenger.  The gospel must
have a preacher. “ Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord,” says the apostle Paul, “ shall be
saved.” But he immecdiately adds, “ How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not believed ? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard ¢ and how shall they hear without a preacher?”
Rom. 10:14,

The proclamation of the gospel to mankind is a
well-defined and colossal undertaking, The work re-
quired to do it is what the Bible calls “ the work of
the Lord.” Jer. 48:10. And those.who do this work
are said to be “ workers together with ” God. 2 Cor.
6:1.

“ Sinece his ascension, Christ the great Head of the church,
has carried forward his work in the world by chosen ambassa-
dors, through whom he speaks to the children of men, and
ministers to their needs. The position of those who have been
called of God to labor in word and doetrine for the upbuilding
of his church, is one of grave responsibility. In Christ’s stead
they are to beseech men and women to be reconciled to God.”
~—*“ Gospel Workers,” p. 13.

The nature of a message determines what should be
the character of its messengers. The gospel is a divine
message. It is from the living God. It is a spiritual
message for the regemeration of the heart. It is the
most sacred and solemn of all the messages that have
ever been given to the human race. Such a message
calls for more than ordinary messengers. Its messen-
gers must be of high character and noble purpose.

“ Chosen of God, scaled with the blood of consecration, they
are to rescue men and women from impending destruction.
Faithfully are they to warn their fellow men of the sure result
of transgression, and faithfully are they to safeguard the in-
terests of the church. At no time may they relax their vigilance.
Theirs is a work requiring the exercise of every faculty of the
being. In trumpet tones their voices are to be lifted, and never
should they sound onc wavering, uncertain note. Not for
wages are they to labor, but because they cannot do otherwise,
because they realize that there is a woe upon them if they fail
to preach the gospel. .

“ The minister who is a coworker with Christ will have a
deep sense of the sacredness of his work, and of the toil and
sacrifice required to perform it successfully. He does not study
Lis own ease or convenience. He is forgetful of self. In his
search for the lost sheep, he does not realize that he himself
is weary, cold, and hungry. He has but one object in view,—
the saving of the lost.”’—*“ Gospel Workers,” pp. 15, 16.

Not less than ten thousand men and women are
now directly employed in the movement we are carry-

ing forward. Among these there are approximately
three thousand preachers and licensed missionaries;
seven hundred conference presidents, treasurers, and
stenographers; eight hundred employees in our print-
ing plants, with two thousand eolporteurs cirenlating
the literature being printed; two thousand sanitarium
and treatment-room workers; and two thousand teach-
ers in our schools.

In addition to these ten thousand who are employed
to devote their entire time to the work, there are many
thousands who are spending more or less time in im-
portant volunteer work. Of this class are the elders,
deacons, treasurers, and clerks of our churches. Then
there are about four thousand five hundred Sabbath
school superintendents, and an equal number of secre-
taries, with twenty thousand teachers in these schools.
All these workers and helpers in various lines must
have had more or less preparation for efficiency in the
service they are called to render,

This great staff of ten thousand full-time workers
must be carefully and fully maintained. Every va-
cancy created by any cause whatsoever must be im-
mediately filled. And yet more, this staff must be
constantly enlarged. The gospel is a living, active
force. The movement it has created is an advancing,
growing movement. New followers are being won by
the message every day that passes. This steady ad-
vance calls for corresponding increase in the number
of all classes of workers required to do the. work.

From twelve to fifteen thousand believers are being
added to our membership each year. Approximately
one in fifteen members of our constituency is a regun-
larly employed worker, devoting his entire time to
some phase of the work. This means that with the
addition of fifteen thousand members each year we
must add to our regular staff of workers from seven
hundred to one thousand persons, to preserve the
ratio now maintained. But our force of workers is
far too small to meet the demands made upon us.

To secure, place, direct, and maintain this great
body of workers carrying on so many lines of work
in all parts of the world, for all nations of mankind,
i, in itself, a tremendous task. It ineludes the spir-
itual, intellectual, and physical preparation of the
workers for their work.
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It is this preparatory work that emphasizes one of
the great demands for efficient denominational schools,
for a large part of the training of our great army of
workers must be done in educational institutions. It
is in our schools that our young people must, to a large
extent, receive the instruction, discipline, and training
required for efficient service in the work of the Lord.
‘Who could give our young people a clearer and truer
vision of this world movement than our enlightened
Christian teachers? Who could train and prepare
them for the specific work to be done except teachers
who know the message and its great objective?

Dear brethren and sisters, this great problem of
providing suitable persons to carry forward all the
vital interests of the work to which we are called, de-
mands the fullest and most earnest co-operation of
the entire church. The fathers and mothers of our
young people must join in the effort. They must
look with deep sympathy upon the great masses of men
who are perishing without hope. They must see God’s
providences at work everywhere, preparing the way
to reach these people. They must hear the calls for
help that are coming from all parts of the world.
And seeing and hearing all this, they must definitely
dedicate their children to the Lord’s work, and then,
without ceasing, pray the Lord to lay upon the hearts
of these young people a great burden to give their
lives to this work.

The teachers in our schools must exert a steady,
powerful influence upon our young people to lead
them to abandon all else in this world for the Lord’s
work, This choice will mean a certain kind of sacri-
fice, but faithful service will bring fruit that will last
through eternity. When this world perishes the souls
won to Christ will survive and live and rejoice through
eternal ages.

All our ministers and other laborers must exert
their full inflyenee upon our young people to persuade
them to join the Liord’s army of workers. We must
leave no doubt in théir minds of our own sincerity in
our work. We must let them know what a joy the
work is to us. And we must render them every ounce
of help in our power in order that they may succeed
when they enter upon the work.

The situation we now face in every part of the world
calls for great earnestness in this endeavor to supply
the world-field with consecrated, efficient workers.
The members of our Mission Board, upon whom rests
the great responsibility of answering the pressing
calls that come from all quarters, are constantly taxed
and perplexed to find and send forth the kind of work-
ers needed. This is so diffieult that there is contin-
ually a serious delay in answering the calls.

This ought not to be our experience. With our large
membership, with our schools and the great number
of young people attending them, with the unwarned
masses perishing around us, and with the saving mes-
sage we have to bear to them, we should surely be
prepared to keep pace with the Lord’s opening provi-
dences.

May the seriousness of this great problem be fully
revealed to all our dear people at this time. May
the true burden of it all pressheavily upon our hearts.
May we all be led earnestly, effectually to pray the
“Tord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers
into his harvest.”” Matt. 9:38.

The hour to which we have come calls for great
earnestness and sincerity. We must have more than
an intellectual grasp of our message. It must be
more than a pleasing, comforting doctrine. The com-
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mandments of God must be more than the form of
the truth in the law. The faith of Jesus must be more
than a theory of righteousness by faith. The hour of
God’s judgment must be more than an exposition of
the sanctuary question. The signs of the coming of
Christ must be more than a proselyting alarm. The
religious liberty principles must be more than a de-
fense in fighting for one’s rights. The medical mis-
sionary work must be more than a high wave on which
to ride to popular favor. The great threefold message
for this time, the closing hour of human history, must
be in all its fulness a divine reality to the messenger.
He must believe in it with all his heart. He must
accept and appropriate it to his life in all its fulness.
It must be his life. He must be the message in living
form. vt

Then he will be mghteous He will keep the com-
mandments of God. He will repudiate self. He will
surrender all. He will recognize that he is not his
own. The world will be his field. The work of God
will be first. The cry of the lost and perishing will
move him to service and sacrifice.

‘While the urgency and need of consecrated labor-
ers constantly press upon the Mission Board, the need
for dedicated treasure to sustain the cause of God is
also keenly experienced. A spirit of liberality and
sacrifice in sustaining God’s work has been one of the
special characteristics of this movement from the very
first. As it takes on enlarged proportions while near-
ing its final triumph in the earth, even greater devo-
tion in sustaining it with our means should be mani-
fested. This must be so. Soon all earthly treasure
will be involved in the general ruin of the world at
Christ’s second coming. Means invested in this move-
ment now shall then be found to have been securely
invested in the bank of heaven. The work of God
greatly needs your gifts today.

‘We have come to the hour of the greatest peril the
world has ever faced. There is now to be proclaimed
to the world the most solemn message men have ever
heard. Our task is the greatest laid upon the church
of Christ, Nothing less than entire consecration and
the fulness of divine power from God will answer for
this time and for this task.

% % %
Children’s Lessons --- No. 8

Promises

(Announce subject beforehand, and ask each child to be prepared to
repeat a promise from the Bxble)

MeMorRY VERSE: ¢ There hath not failed one word of all his
good promise.” 1 Kings 8: 56,
There are about thirty thousand promises in the
Bible — eighty-two for each day in the year.
For whom are these promises? Acts 2:39.
What kind of promises are they?
“ Exceeding great and precious.” 2 Peter 1:4.
Conditional. Prov. 8:17; Luke 11:9.
Unconditional. Matt, 5:45.
For the sinner. 1 John 1:9.
For those in trouble. Ps. 9:9; 1 Peter 5: 7.
For peacemakers. Matt. 5:9.
For the obedient. Eph. 6:1-3; Jer. 7:23.
For the faithful. Rev. 2:10.
For the missionary. Dan. 12:3.
(Add to this list as the children repeat the verses
they have learned.)
The words of the Lord stand forever. Isa. 40:8;
1 Peter 1:23-25.
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The Seal of God

(Continued from page 2)

In the time when his wrath shall go forth in judg- .

ments, these humble, devoted followers of Christ will
be distinguished from the rest of the world by their
soul-anguish, which is expressed in lamentation and
weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others try to
throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the
great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who
have a zeal for God’s honor and a love for souls, will
not hold their peace to obtain favor of any. Their
righteous souls are vexed day by day with the unholy
works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are
powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and
hence they are filled with grief and alarm. They
mourn before God to see religion despised in the very
homes of those who have had great light. They la-
ment and afflict their souls because pride, avarice,
selfishness, and deception of almost every kind are in
the church, The Spirit of God, which prompts to re-
proof, is trampled underfoot, while the servants of
Satan triumph. God is dishonored, the truth made
of none effect.

The class who do not feel grieved over their own
spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others,
will be left without the seal of God. The Lord com-
missions his messengers, the men with slanghtering
weapons in their hands:

“@Go ye after him through the city, and smite; let not your
eye spare, neither have ye pity; slay utterly old and young, both
maids and little children, and women; but come not near any
man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then
they began at the ancient men which were before the house,”

Here we see that the church — the Lord’s sanctuary
— was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God.
The ancient men, those to whom God had given great
light, and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual
interests of the people, had betrayed their trust.
They had taken the position that we need not look for
miracles and the marked manifestation of God’s power
as in former days. Times have changed. These words
strengthen their unbelief, and they say, The Lord will
not do good, neither will he do evil. He is too merei-
ful to visit his people in judgment. Thus peace and
safety is the ery from men who will never again lift
up their voice like a trumpet to show God’s people
their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins.
These dumb dogs, that would not bark, are the ones
who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men,
maidens, and little children, all perish together.

The abominations for which the faithful ones were
sighing and crying were all that could be discerned
by finite eyes, but by far the worst sins, those which
provoked the jealousy of the pure and holy God, were
unrevealed. The great searcher of hearts knoweth
every sin committed in seeret, by the workers of in-
iquity. These persons come to feel secure in their
deceptions, and because of his long-suffering, say that
the Lord seeth not, and then act as though he had
forsaken the earth. But he will detect their hypoerisy,
and will open before others those sins which they
were so careful to hide.

No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly wis-
dom, no position in sacred office, will preserve men
from sacrificing principle when left to their own de-
ceitful hearts. Those who have been regarded as
worthy and righteous, prove to be ringleaders in
apostasy, and examples in indifference and in the
abuse of God’s mercies. Their wicked course he will
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tolerate no longer, and in his wrath he deals with them
without mercy.

It is with reluctance that the Lord withdraws his
presence from those who have been blessed with great
light, and who have felt the power of the world in
ministering to others. They were once his faithful
servants, favored with his presence and guidance;
but they departed from him, and led others into error,
and therefore are brought under the divine displeas-
ure,

The day of God’s vengeance is just upon us. The
seal of Glod will be placed upon the foreheads of those
only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in
the land. Those who link in sympathy with the world
are eating and drinking with the drunken, and will
surely be destroyed with the workers of iniquity.

“ The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against
them that do evil” Ps, 34:15, 16.

Our own course of action will determine whether
we shall receive the seal of the living God, or be cut
down by the destroying weapons. Already a few
drops of God’s wrath have fallen upon the earth; but
when the seven last plagues shall be poured out with-
out mixture into the eup of his indignation, then it
will be forever too late to repent, and find shelter.
No atoning blood will then wash away the stains of sin.

“ At that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince that
standeth for the children of thy people; and there shall be a
time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even

to that same time; and at that time thy people shall be de-
livered, every one that shall be found written in the book.”

‘When this time of trouble comes, every case is de-
cided ; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy
for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is
upon his people. This small remnant, unable to de-
fend themselves in the deadly conflict with the powers
of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, make
God their defense. The decree has been passed by the
highest earthly authority that they shall worship the
beast and receive his mark under pain of persecution
and death. May God help his people now, for what
can they then do in such a fearful conflict without
his assistance! 4

Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in
Grod’s power to save, do not come in a moment. These
hegvenly graces are acquired by the experience of
years. By a life of holy endeavor and firm adherence
to the right, the children of God were sealing their
destiny. Beset with temptations without number, they
knew they must resist firmly or be conguered. They
felt that they had a great work to do, and at any hour
they might be called to lay off their armor; and should
they come to the close of life with their work undone,
it would be an eternal loss. They eagerly accepted
the light from heaven, as did the first diseiples from
the lips of Jesus. When those early Christians were
exiled to mountains and deserts, when left in dungeons .
to die with hunger, cold, and torture, when martyrdom
seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced
that they were counted worthy to suffer for Christ,
who was crucified for them. Their worthy example
will be a comfort and encouragement to the people of
God who will be brought into the time of trouble
such as never was,

Not all who profess to keep the:Sabbath will be
sealed. There are many even among those who teach
the truth to others who will not receive the seal of
God in their foreheads. They had the light of truth,
they knew their Master’s will, they understood every
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“the same path.”
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point of our faith, but they had not corresponding
works. These who were so familiar with propheey
and the treasures of divine wisdom, should have acted
their faith. They should have commanded their house-
holds after them, that by a well-ordered family they
might present to the world the influence of the truth
upon the human heart.

By their lack of devotion and pletv and their fall-
ure to reach a high religions standard, they make
other souls contented with their position. Men of
finite judgment cannot see that in patterning after
these men, who have so often opened to them the
treasures of God’s word, they will surely endanger
their souls. Jesus is the only true pattern. Hvery
one must now search the Bible for himself upon his
knees before God, with the humble, teachable heart
of a child, if he would know what the Lord requires
of him. However high any minister may have stood
in the favor of God, if he neglects to follow out the
light given him of God, if he refuses to be taught as a
little child, he will go into darkness and Satanic de-
lusions, and will
lead others in

Not one of us
will ever receive
the seal of God
while our char-
acters have one
spot or stain
upon them. Tt
is left with us
to remedy the
defects in our
characters, to
cleanse the soul
temple of ev-
ery defilement.
Then the latter
rain will fall
upon us as the
early rain fell upon the disciples on the day of Pen-
tecost.

We are too easily satisfied with our attainments.
We feel rich and increased with goods, and know not
that we are ‘“ wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.” Now is the time to heed the ad-
monltlon of the True Witness:

“T counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes«with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”

In this life we must meet fiery trials and make
costly saerifices, but the peace of Christ is the reward.
There has been so little self-denial, so little suffering
for Christ’s sake, that the cross is almost entirely for-
gotten. 'We must be partakers with Christ of his suf-
ferings, if we would sit down in triumph with him on
his throne. So long as we choose the easy path of self-
indulgence, and are frightened at self-denial, our faith
will never become firm, and we eannot know the peace
of Jesus, nor the joy that comes through conscious
viectory. The most exalted of the redeemed host that
stand before the throne of God and the Lamb, clad in
white, know the confliet of overcoming, for they have
come up through great tribulation. Those who have
yielded to circumstances rather than engage in this
conflict, will not know how to stand in that day when
anguish will be upon every soul, when, though Noah,
Job, and Daniel were in the land, they could save
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neither son nor daughter, for every one must deliver
his soul by his own righteomsness.

No one need say that his ease is hopeless, that he
Ample provision
is made by the death of Christ for every soul. Jesus
is our ever-present help in time of need. Only call
upon him in faith, and he has promised to hear and
answer your petitions.

Oh, for living, active faith! We need it; we must
have it, or we shall faint and fail in the day of trial.
The darkness that will then rest upon our path must
not diseourage us, or drive us to despair. It is the
veil with which God eovers his glory when he comes to.
mmpart rich blessings. We should know this by our
past experience. In that day when God has a contro-
versy with his people, this experience will be a source’
of comfort and hope.

Tt is now that we must keep ourselves and our chil-
dren unspotted from the world. It is now that we
must wash our robes of character and make them white
in the blood of the Lamb. Tt is now that we must over-
come pride, pas-
sion, and spirit-
nal slothfuluess.
It is now that
we must awake,
and make de-
termined effort
for symmetry of
character. ¢ To-
day, if ye will
hear his voice,
harden not your
hearts.” We are
in a most trying
position, wait-
ing, watehine
for our Lord’s
appearing. The
world is in
darkness. “ But
ye, brethren,” says Paul, “ are not in darkness that
that day should overtake you as a thief.” Tt is ever
God’s purpose to bring light out of darkness, joy out
of sorrow, and rest out of weariness, for the waiting,
longing soul.

‘What are you doing, brethren, in the great work
of preparation? Those who are uniting with the
world, are receiving the worldly mold, and preparing
for the mark of the beast. Those who are distrustful
of self, who are humbling themselves before God and
purifying their souls by obeying the truth,— these
are receiving the heavenly mold, and preparing for
the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree
goes forth, and the stamp is impressed, their character
will remain pure and spotless for eternity.

Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will
never be placed upon the forehead of an impure man
or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead
of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It
will never be placed upon the forehead of men or
women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who
receive the seal must be without spot before God —
candidates for heaven.—* Testimonies for the Church,”
Vol. V, pp. 207-216.
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“Tur law of the Lord is perfeet, converting the
soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple.” Ps. 19:7.




This Issue of the “Review”

has set before you some of the conditions existing in the world today.
It has told you of the many openings for the spread of the message,
and of the necessity of pressing forward now. o

It has appealed to every member of the household of faith to recoxn-

secrate and rededicate his life to God’s service and to the finishing of

Any Member Without

. the Review each week cannot possibly hope to be informed regarding pres-

his work.

ent-day happenings as they affect this movement. The Review watches
closely the unfolding of events, which are transpiring in fulfilment of
prbphecy, and is quick to pass this information on to its readers.

The message is making rapid progress in all lands. Many new fields
are being yopened, and the work in fields already entered is being enlarged.
The only way any one can hope to learn of the grthh which this move-
ment is making is by reading the Review. This gospel shall be preached
as a witness to all nations, and then shall the end come. The reports in
the Review give some idea of the progress of the gospel in all lands.

The Review will encourage and help you to a better Christian expe-
rience. Counsels, admonitions, and exhortations from some of our most
spiritual writers find a place in the Review each week. Many testify that
it has been the influence of the Review that has helped them to maintain
their Christian experience and that has kept them in the truth. Two read-
ers of the Review write thus of it:

“Yes, I am thankful for the Review. I was a backslider, but my’
mother sent me a few copies of the Review, and I soon began to seek the
Lord, and he gave me grace to walk in the light again. It is a real ° min-
ister ° to me, always bringing encouragement and blessing.”

“ The Review is not merely a clean, reliable paper, but it does me
good to see how clear-cut it is as it hoists the danger signals. Amid the
perils of these last days, the Review is priceless in value.”

Consider,

those of you who aré not subscribers to the Review, can you afford to be
without this paper, which costs less then five cents a week, and which is
so beneficial to every believer? A subscription for one year costs bui
$2.50. Now is the time you need the Review. Do not delay sending your

subscription.
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. MISSIONARY VOLUNTEERS |

- AND THEIR WORK

TRTAN

TeXiravh

axtvaxt

g% e e e e e e e e e e e %;
%'1 SIHIS valuable book, so long needed by Missionary Volunteer lead- 2%5
é‘j ers and secretaries, is now ready. It is dedicated to * Our Mis- ";3
& sionary Volunteers around the World,” and is worthy of their ;‘:
:} " appreciation. It contains 24 chapters, 296 separate topics, 480 ’g
5 P

5 pages, size 51% x 8 inches.

5 The chapter headings are as follows: %
'} _ The History of the Young People’s Worl. :;-
é\} Why Have a Young People’s Society? Ié
= The Society a Department of the Church. {'g
E)% Our Motto, Our Aim, and Our Pledge. E
%{ How to Organize a Missionary Volunteer Society. s
:jj The Executive Commuttee. Ig
%} The Officers of the Society. ‘f
& The Society. Members. S
£l The General Meeting of the Society. : EE:
%} The Devotional Features. S
:i The Educational Features. f
B The Society Library. %

Organized Missionary Effort.

The Praver and Personal Workers' Band.

The Christian Help and Gospel Meeting Band.

The Literature and Correspondence Band.

Christian Stewardship. “

Our Reporting System.

The Relation of the Society to the Conference.

Making the Society a Success.

The Conference Missionary Volunteer Society.

Student Missionary Volunteer Societies.

The Work of the Conference Missionary Volunteer Secretary.
The Work of the Union Conference Missionary Volunteer Secretary.
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Miss Matilda Erickson, the author, has devoted years of careful study
to the subject matter of this book, and we feel confident that every Mis-
sionary Volunteer worker will be glad to secure a copy of this Manmal.

Bound in neat maroon cloth, with the emblem of the society on the
cover, price $1.25, postpaid; 10 per cent higher in Western Canada.
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*} Order of your tract society in the regular way
5
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EPIDEMICS

HOW TO MEET THEM

o o HE title of this book will bring forc1bly to the

%> mind of the reader the terrible éxperiences of
last fall and winter, when the Spanish influenza
raged without restraint until more than six
million fell victims to its ravages. There are indi-
cations that i1t will return this fall, and the first two
chapters of this book will be found invaluable in meet-
Ing 1t, as they contain the best known home treatments
for the disease.

Fach of the ten chapters 1s complete in 1tself, and
each 1s worth many times the price of the whole book:

Spanish Influen:za.
Influenza and Its Treatment.
Common Colds.
Tuberculosis: Its Prevention and Treatment.
The Cancer Peril.
Children’s Diseases.
Prevention of Disease.
A Clean Body.
Home Treatments.
10. In the Sick-Room.

- The book 1s quite free from technical medical
terms, and 1s written in a style that every one'can un-
derstand. It 1s profusely illustrated, to bring out the

meaning of the text.

We have made it a number of our World’s Crisis
Series, so 1t will sg:ll for 25 cents 1n paper covers, sub-
ject to a liberal discount to agents.

We appeal to all our readers to help circulate
this timely book, in the interests of humanity.

© 00 NS U o b~

Ready early in October. Place your orders at
once through your tract society, that your supply
may reach you without delay.
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‘Wasumaron, D. C.,, NovEmMBER 6, 1810 |

EDITOR FRANCIS MCLELLAN WiLCOX

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

W. A. SPICER G. B. THOMPSON L. L. CAVINESS

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS .
A. G. DANIELLS 1. H. EVANS W. T. KNOX
J. L. SHAW E. E, ANDROSS

We cordially invite all our readers to con-
tribute articles on Bible subjects and Chris-
tian experience. If found suitable, these'
articles will be used as rapidly as our space
will permit. We cannot undertake either
to acknowiedge the receipt of, or to return,
manuseript not specially solicited, Dupli<
cates of articles or reports furnished other|
papers are never acceptable, .

All communications relating to the Ep-

ITORIAL DmrArTMENT, and all manuscripts

" submitted for publication, should be ad-

dregssed to EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT, Review

and Herald, Takoma Park Station, ‘Wash-
ington, D. C,

OUR SEASON GF PRAYER
ForLrowiNg the custom long established

by our people, we have again come to the.
of prayer. Iti
should be to all the Lord’s people an oe-
~casion of special seeking of God, and it
may be to every believer a time in which.

speeial annual season

he will receive a great refreshing from
the Spirit’s presence. The world is pass-
ing through a time of great perplexity
and tribulation, and while the children of
God have through it all enjoyed his bless-

ing and favor, yet in a measure they have’
participated in these sad experiences and.
have not wholly escaped from the tribu-'
The Lord:
stands ready to redeem his promise given'
to his children through Moses: “ If from
thence thoun shalt seek the Lord thy God,.

lation of these past years.

thou shalt find him, if thou seek him
with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
When thou art in tribulation, and all
these things are come upon thee, cven in
the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord

thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his:

voiee, . . . he will not forsake thee.”
Deut. 4: 29-31.

therein, and a correcting of the differ-
cnees that may have arisen between
brethren.

During this special season of seeking

God those in charge of the meetings :

should ever keép before the minds of the

people that this is the great object of the

oceasion, in order that all may come into

a closer relationship with God. It should .
be our aim, therefore, as fully as possible, '
to make this a week of prayer and conse- |
cration, a period as free as possible from

all those activities that might interfere
with our effort.

Surely the conditions of the day, the
troubled nations of the earth, the strained

conditions between capital and labor, the .
universal unrest threatening we know not
what, and above all, the great and in- :
creasing needs of the cause of God for °
the wide and rapid development of our °
missionary effort, call for a zeal and ear- '

nestuess in our cndeavor to draw nearer
to the Lord.

We . should work and pray for cvery

soul among us, for the conversion of

It is impossible for one-
to seek GGod with all one’s heart and fail:
to find him; but to seek after God with
all one’s heart will nece§sarily mean an,
carnest searching of the heart and the:
putting away of every sinful thing found -

THE AD,VENT REVIEW AND SABBATH

those who have not yet yielded their
hearts to God. The young people and
the children must not be overlooked; not
only should they be held up before the
Lord by us, but they should be encour-
aged to enter into the spirit of the meet-
ings and to engage in labor for others.
Neither must we forget our brethren in
distant lands,— the faithful missionaries
who, under great difficulties, are endeav-
oring to carry God’s message of merey
to those who sit in darkness. Pray that
their courage and faith fail not, and that
God may keep them safely in the wun-
healthful and trying surroundings in
which many of them are placcd, aud that
their efforts in soul-winning may be
crowned with success. Pray the Lord of
the harvest that he will send forth labor-
ers into his harvest and that an abun-
danece from the means supplied his people
shall be turned into the treasury in order

that his work may bie properly sustained..

The sucecess of the meetings will largely
devolve upon the officers of the chureh.
The burden should therefore rest heavily
upon them. They, with their associates
in church effort, should each plan and
pray for the reviving and converting
power of God to rest upon them and all
the people. Where a conference worker
is' present, he naturally will take charge
of the meetings, but this should not re-
lieve the church officers from their re-
sponsibilities. “ Go through, go through
the gates; prepare ye the way of the
people; cast up, cast up the highway;
gather out the stones; lift up a standard
for the people.” ’

On the first Sabbath, December 6, all
ghould be reminded of our financial re-
sponsibilities in connection with our for-
eign mission work, and that the Annual
Offering for missions will be taken up the
following Sabbath, December 13, at the
close of the service. Care should be
taken that all are supplied with the offer-
ing envelopes, so that during the week
the members may wmake provision for
their gifts.

In this and all other phases of the
week’s services, do not forget those who
by sickness or for other reasons are de-
prived of the privilege of attending the
meetings.

Therc is a great eall for enlargement
of our work constantly coming to the
Mission Board. This is the dircet result
of the providences of God, but these calls
can be answered only as the people make
it possible by giving themselves and their
substance to God.

There are many isolated ones who will
not have the privilege of meeting with
their Drethren during the Week of
Prayer, but they need not lose the bless-
ing of God on this account. Like {he
psalmist, they ean say, “ When thou
saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said

unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” -

Ps. 27: 8. Though separated from God’s
people, they may not be separated from

Chim, “ for the eyes of the Lord run to

and fro throughout the whole earth, to
show himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward him.”
2 Chron. 16:9. The offering of these
isolated ones should be sent at the close
of the Week of Prayer either to the
treasurer of the church in which their
membership is held, or to the treasurer
of their local conference.
May God abundantly bless us all as
we unitedly seek him on this oeccasion.
W. T. Knox,
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BEFORE THE DAYS OF THE
WIRELESS

THE invention of the wireless is one
of the wonderful material providences of
this generation. A ship in trouble sends
out the 8 O 8 signal, and from distant
points ships turn from their charted
course to dash full speed to the rescue.
It is a thing to thrill the heart, only to
think of the ery of distress coming far
through the ether to bring the help hurry-
ing on to the exact place of need on the
great ocean.

But here is a story.of rescue at sea be-
fore the days of the wireless; and yet a
call for help went through the ether, and
brought its answer, at the right time and
exactly at the right spot.

In November, 1873, the British passen-
ger ship “ Loch Earn” collided with the
French liner “ Ville du Havre,” which
went down. Many were drowned, The
survivors were taken aboard the “ Loch
Earn,” which soon was able to transfer
most of them to another French hoat.
The British ship proved unmanageable
because of its injuries, and drifted north-
ward out of the path of the ocean steam-
ers, at the mercy of wind and wave. The
passengers were in distress. A godly
minister who was on hoard, a Mr. Cook,
gathered a company daily for prayer.

The story of their providential rescue
was told as follows by the mother of one
of the ship’s passengers, in a letter to Dr,
Andrew Thompson, Edinburgh, written
just after the event:

“The day before they were reseued
they knew that very shortly the ship
must go down. The wind had changed,
bringing them nearer the track of ships,
but they had little hope of being saved.
Mr, Cook told them of his own hope, and
he urgently entreated them to put their
trust in “ Him who is mighty to save.
At the same time he told them he had no
doubt they would be rescued, and that
even then a vessel was speeding to save
them, that God had answered their
prayers, that next day as morning dawned
they would see her. That night was onc
of great anxiety.

“ As morning dawned every eye was
strained to see the promised ship. There
truly she was! The ¢ British Queen’ bore
down upon them! You may think that
with thankful hearts they left the ¢ Loch
Earn’ One thing is vemarkable: The
officer in charge on board the ¢British
Queen ’ had a most unaccountable feeling
that there was something for him to do,
and three times during the night he
changed the course of the vessel, bearing
northward. He told the wateh to keep a
sharp lookout for a ship, and immediately
on sighting the ¢ Lock Earn’ bore down
upon her. At first he thought she had
been abandoned, as she lay helpless in
the trough of the sea, hut soon they saw
her signal of distress.”

It seems to me a remarkable instance
of faith on the one side and of a guiding
Providence on the other. After they
were taken on board the pilot boat that
brought them into Plymouth, at noon,
when they for the last time joined to-
gether in prayer, Mr, Cook read to them
the account of Paul’s shipwreck, showing
the similarity of their experience, What
made that captain change his course but
the ever-present Spirit of God?

W. A. SPICER.
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