ADVENTISTS

“Consider, says Jesus, how the lilies grow; how, springing from the
cold, dark earth, or from the mud of the river bed, the plants unfold in
loveliness and fragrance. Who would dream of the possibilities of
beauty in the rough brown bulb of the lily? But when the life of God,
hidden therein, unfolds at His call in the rain and the sunshine, men
marvel at the vision of grace and loveliness. Even so will the life of
God unfold in every human soul that will yield itself to the ministry of
His grace, which, free as the rain and the sunshine, comes with its
benediction to all.”"—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 97.




Heart to Heart

Let Us Face the Truth!

Dupartail, Guadeloupe

We might as well face the truth. All of our present plans
and programs of the church are not good enough. All of our
advanced methods of evangelism, all of our learned and spe-
cialized techniques in pastoral care, all of our institutions with
their sophisticated equipment and professional excellence,
have not developed a glorious church that is prepared to greet
her Lord.

All of our wonderful man-made plans and programs, all of
the carefully constructed, well-organized, and carefully oiled
church machinery, all of the Masters of Divinity, Ph.D.’s,
M.D.’s—all of our degrees of all categories (and today we
have thousands of them)—have not brought the latter rain and
the loud cry. ,

Where is the spontaneous life and the spiritual power that
characterized the believers in the church of century one? We
catch fleeting glimpses of such saints among us today. There
are many, of course, but we wish there were more. God bless
and preserve them that they may stimulate us and that we
may all behold the coming of our Lord together—soon!

All of our eloquent preaching, all of our heavenly (and some
not so heavenly) music, all of our publishing and our teach-
ing, even our healing and worldwide welfare program, have
not brought the work to a finish, so that the church may wel-
come her returning Lord.

We are still in this world of sin. The power that will finish
the work is not yet evident. We are still waiting. Or should I
better say the Lord is still waiting on us!

What Is the Problem?

Think about this for a few minutes! One day after a heavy
rainstorm you find your house is leaking. Carefully you search
for the cause. You examine the attic carefully and while you
are at it you decide that you will have a good look over the
whole house. In the course of your search you find white ants.
Quietly they have been carrying on their destructive work out
of sight, and now you are in trouble in several places in the
house.

You have to do something, so you decide you will paint the
house. After all, it looks a bit shabby, so you go to work with
paint and brush in hand. A few weeks later the place looks
great! That paint surely made a difference! Now the white
ants will go away. They won’t bother you anymore! But the
next rainstorm that comes—drip! drip! drip! Even more water
than before is coming through.

Well, maybe you had better fix those front steps. They have
needed some repair work for some time. So out come the
tools, and after a few hours of work the steps are good as
new. But when the rain comes next time still there is the drip,
drip, drip!

Probably now would be a good time to build that fireplace
you have always wanted. So you build the fireplace, but still—
drip, drip, drip, drip!

You install a new picture window. You put a ceiling in the
storeroom. You panel the basement. You redecorate the whole
inside of the house. But as the months go by and the rains
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come and go, your white-ant problem has been getting worse
instead of better. All of the paint and paneling, the repair and
the remodeling, only seem to whet the little demons’ appe-
tites. In many new places they appear and feast on your resi-
dence.

There is only one way to deal with white ants. You must
dig into the nest and find the queen. When the queen is lo-
cated and destroyed your white-ant problem will disappear.
But until you get the queen all of your paint and polish, all of
your improvements and conveniences—all else that you do
will be of no avail. You have to destroy the queen!

The problem in the church today is sin. There is nothing
wrong with programs and planning, with organization and de-
grees, with sophisticated equipment and professional excel-
lence—all these have their place in the work of God. But un-
til our sin problem is faced frankly and dealt with effectively
we are still in trouble. The paint, the repair, and the remodeling
are useless in correcting a leaking house until the white ants
that are the root of the trouble are dealt with.

Sin separates us from God. ‘‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it
cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that
he will not hear’” (Isa. 59:1, 2).

When we are separated from God we are separated from
His power, His Holy Spirit power, His latter-rain power, His
loud-cry power—the only power that will reach every kindred
and tongue and people with the Advent message in our gen-
eration. We cannot ‘‘finish the work’ in our own strength.
We must have the power of the Holy Spirit to reach the world
in our day. That power is available! God longs to give it to us.

“In this conflict of righteousness against unrighteousness
we can be successful only by divine aid. Our finite will must
be brought into submission to the will of the Infinite; the hu-
man will must be blended with the divine. This will bring the
Holy Spirit to our aid; and every conquest will tend to the
recovery of God’s purchased possession, to the restoration of
His image in the soul.”’—Messages to Young People, p. 55.

Sin must go from us as individuals and from His church!

Thank God there is hope and help! ‘“Thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins’
(Matt. 1:21). Let us search our hearts diligently and ask God
to help us find the queen ant in our experience and rid our-
selves of its destructive power, through Jesus Christ our Lord!

“Follow no false colors, but watch the banner of our holy
faith, and be found where that waves, even though it be in the
thickest of the fight. Soon the warfare will be over and the vic-
tory won, and if you are faithful you will come off more than
conquerors through Him that has loved you. The glorious
prize, the eternal weight of glory, will then be yours.”—
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 309.

— =

President, General Conference



This Week

This issue marks the return to
our regular publishing schedule.
The production of the General
Conference Bulletins has been an
exacting and time - consuming
process involving many people
without whose cooperation the
job never could have been done.
The ReviEw staff is very grateful
to these people, and thankful in-
deed to God for His many and
gracious blessings during the
Bulletin production.

Our cover thought draws our
attention to another of God’s free

gifts—grace. The God who sees
the possibility for beauty in a
rough, brown bulb and through
whose creative energy the bulb
bursts into gorgeous blossom, is
the same God who looks upon the
hearts of all humanity, seeing the
potential of all. He provides trans-
forming power and grace so that
those who so desire will be en-
abled to develop a loving Christ-
like character.

Leslie Hardinge, ‘‘The Law of
the Two Sparrows™ (p. 4), is a
pastor in Glendale, California.

He studied at Newbold College
from 1930 to 1933 and graduated
from La Sierra College in 1947. At
the Seventh-day Adventist Theo-
logical Seminary he earned an
M.A., B.D., and M.Th. In 1964
he received a Ph.D. from London
University. He was a pastor-
evangelist in several areas of
Great Britain from 1933 to 1946.
In 1947 he went to Union College
to teach religion until 1950. From
1950 to 1965 he taught religion at
Columbia Union College, part of
that time at CUC’s affiliate, New-

bold College. From 1965 until he
went to Glendale he taught in the
religion department at Pacific
Union College.

Analyzing the process required
in ancient Israel to declare a leper
free of disease, Dr. Hardinge
shows how this symbolically
represents the cleansing and sal-
vation of each repentant sinner.

Art and Photo Credits: Cover,
Kimberly Clark; p. 13, Byron
Steele; p. 15, Teuvo Kanerva; all
other photos, courtesy of the
respective authors.

Letters

{Letters submitied for publication in this
column t be ack ledged or re-
turned. Al must carry the writer’s name
and address. Short letiers (less than 250
waords) will be given preference. All will he
edited to meet space and literary require-
ments. The views presented do not neces-
sarily represent those of the editors or of
the denomination.]

Lucid and Logical

My wife and I look forward
each week to receiving the RE-
viEw. My wife particularly en-
joys the When You're Young,
and the Reader to Reader col-
umns.

I, however, have one com-
plaint to make. W. R. L. Scragg,
who writes Especially for
Men, should write every week.
His articles not only possess
lucidity but they are logical,
and contain clear spiritual
truths men like to read about
and can apply to themselves.

After having studied in Lon-
don, England, where we were
often disappointed because the
Review arrived weeks late be-
cause of the delays in the mail,
we are now happy to receive our
ReviEws promptly.

GLYDEN O. HEADLEY

Ottawa, Ontario

Price of REVIEW

I just finished reading your
June 5 editorial about the price of
the ReEviEw. The article is well
written and persuasive. I will
gladly pay more for the REVIEW.

May I respectfully offer you an
idea to avoid losing $160,000 in
the printing of the much needed
REVIEW? It is not a new idea, but
it will help save money for youand
the subscribers.

Both the Review and Herald
Publishing House and the sub-
scribers are losing money, be-
cause the latter have no time to
read 32 pages a week. With few
exceptions people hardly are
able to read more than 5 to 15
pages a week. So, we are paying

for something from which we
cannot fully profit.

As you know, many of the
great magazines of the world are
monthlies. Some of our maga-
zines, which at one time were
weekly, are now monthly. Why
not consider for the next year the
possibility of keeping the same
subscription price, the same
number of pages, and publish the
magazine twice a month instead
of weekly?

In this way, we the readers will
not miss the beloved REVIEwW and
its edifying news and articles, we
will not be paying for a good maga-
zine all of whose contents we are
unable to read, and the Review
and Herald Publishing House will
not lose so much money.

Nicor4&s CHALY

Miami, Florida

B In 1853, a time when the
REVIEw was published semi-
monthly, Ellen White wrote, ‘‘The
cause, in the time in which we are
living, demands the paper weekly”’
(Early Writings, pp. 95, 96). It is
difficult for us to conceive that
“‘the times’’ today are any less
demanding.

For those who feel that they
cannot afford the weekly REVIEW,
we suggest our monthly digest of
the REVIEwW, the English edition
of which is published in Wash-
ington, D.C. The cost of the
monthly REVIEW is only $5.25.—
Eds.

We love the REVIEw and don’t
ever want to see it buried before
God’s work is finished.

However, because of mis-
sionary and other activities we
get behind on our reading. May
we suggest a semimonthly
REVIEW to cut costs and yet keep
the church informed of activities
around the world.

May God’s guidance and con-

tinued blessings be with all who
publish our church paper. We
trust we will never have to be
without it.

EVELYN AMEDEE

Alexander, Arkansas

Throughout the year our church
calls for more than one special
offering. Why not one for the
Review? I spend two days’ wages
each year for my Fort Worth
Star-Telegram. 1 would give a
day’s wages if you’d call for an
offering for the ReEview. There
must be many more who would
do likewise.

I love our church paper.

WiLLiaM B. LoveTT

Fort Worth, Texas

Just a suggestion on the forth-
coming increased prices on the
REVIEW.

Why not issue it every other
week? That would cut postage in
half, also I, for one, would be
more able to keep up with my
reading.

We need the REVIEW and would
be spiritually poorer without it.

May God keep leading in what-
ever you decide.

Mgrs. H. Bounpy

Auburn, New York

If anyone has not read
“F.Y.1.”” (June 5) he should read
it before he makes a complaint
about the high price. The thought
came to me that perhaps it could
be smaller. I immediately checked
through the whole REvViEw to
see whether there was any ir-
relevant material that could be
left out. I could not find any.

The only solution to keep ““The
Good Old Review” in ‘‘tiptop
shape’” is to pay the price. It is
still a bargain, ‘‘a must for every
Seventh-day Adventist.”

J. H. MEier

Paradise, California

When I read your “F.Y.IL.”
(June 5) to my wife she said, ‘1
know how to solve that problem!
Tell them to send out the REVIEW
only once or at the most twice a
month.”’ T agree with her. Welove
the REVIEW, but can hardly find
time to read it all, along with all
our other publications. But we
pray God will lead you to do what
is best.

J. B. HARRISON

Portland, Oregon

I for one shall still subscribe
to the REVIEW even if the price
has to double. John and I got
hooked when we got our free six
months’ worth. It tells us where
our money goes, keeps us in
touch with church family (I would
be willing to give more than that
to hear so regularly from my
relatives), gives us advice as
parents, and tips on daily prob-
lems. Yes, I salute the REVIEW.
It’s cheap enough!

DEE DEE BINDERNAGEL

Modesto, California

Art Admired

I just had to tell you how
pleased I was with the cover on
the May 1 REVIEw and also with
the fact that you published the
picture of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Anderson.

I had always-wondered what
Mr. Anderson looked like and
what his age was. Through the
vears I have admired his art.

STELLA ZEILLEMAKER

W. Riverside, California

The May REVIEW cover design
by Mrs. Anderson and the editors’
explanationreally brought a warm
refreshing glow to my heart. I
can’t help believing it had some-
thing to do with a woman’s touch.

Lorenzo H. GrRANT

Takoma Park, Maryland

The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald is published every Thursday by the Review and Herald Publishing Association, 6856 Eastern Avenue NW., Washington,
D.C. 20012, U.S.A. Second-class postage paid at Washington, D.C. Copyright © 1975, by the Review and Herald Publishing Association. Vol. 152, No. 39.

R&H, AUGUST 21, 1975 (967) 3



The Law of the Two Sparrows

By LESLIE HARDINGE

THE SICK MAN BEGAN TO WONDER whether
Jesus could do anything for him, for he was ‘‘full of
leprosy.”” * “‘Its deadly poison permeated his whole
body.”’ 2 But as he continued to watch the marvelous
cures that Jesus of Nazareth wrought, his faith strength-
ened. Eventually, obsessed with the hope of healing,
and ignoring the law’s prohibitions, he ran to the
Saviour. ‘‘Lord,”” he cried, ‘‘if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean.’’ 3 Christ touched his loathsome body
and responded compassionately, ‘I will: be thou
clean,”” and then added, ‘‘Go, and shew thyself to the
priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses
commanded.”” ¢ We should carefully consider two
points in this story—the meaning of leprosy and the
things which ‘‘Moses commanded.”’

Leprosy was the most dreaded of diseases in Biblical
times 5 because it was most like a living death. The
malady appears in two stages, nodular and anesthetic.
In nodular leprosy the skin becomes stretched over
semicircular, firm cysts, and presents a shiny surface.
Sometimes the skin looks pale, ‘‘as white as snow,’” but
underneath is rottenness.® Later the nodules become
reddish and brown and finally burst and ulcerate. Then
the nerves of feeling cease to register pain. The extremi-
ties striking sharp objects, feel no discomfort and break
open, finally dissolving in putrescence.

““Deep-rooted, ineradicable, deadly, it was looked
upon as a symbol of sin. By the ritual law the leper
was pronounced unclean. Whatever he touched was
unclean. The air was polluted by his breath. Like one
already dead, he was shut out from the habitations of
man. . . . Away from his friends and kindred the leper
must bear the curse of his malady.”” 7 In four scriptural
narratives we see leprosy representing the corrosive na-
ture of sin.

Moses had to learn some vital lessons before he could
successfully lead Israel. One concerned his own heart’s
condition. The Lord commanded him to put his hand
in his bosom. When Moses drew it forth, his hand was
leprous. Sin clings like leprosy.® Human nature apart
from Christ is as foul as leprosy. Bigotry and unbelief
are even worse.? Then, at God’s command, Moses’
hand was healed! And so it may be with each of us.

Miriam grew jealous of Moses’ wife. She murmured
against her brother and maligned Zipporah, and for
these sins she was smitten with leprosy. ‘“The judgment
visited upon Miriam should be a rebuke to all who yield
to jealousy, and murmur against those upon whom
God lays the burden of His work.” 1 Jealousy and
criticism of God’s leaders, displayed in vain and cruel
words, are as deadly as leprosy.!? But Miriam was
healed. God holds out hope to us.

Through the years of his association with Elisha,

Leslie Hardinge, Ph.D., is a pastor in Glendale, Cali-
fornia.
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Gehazi’s life remained unchanged. In his lies to Naa-
man and Elisha, his covetousness and greed, and his
disregard of the Divine niceties, Gehazi revealed his
true character. He sold his integrity for a dream and
some clothes.12 ‘“‘For the deception practiced by Gehazi
there could be pleaded no excuse. To the day of his
death he remained a leper, cursed of God and shunned
by his fellow men.’’ 13 Avaricious ambition and lovesick
sentimentality are as deadly as leprosy * and some-
times as incurable as Gehazi’s leprosy.

Uzziah was one of the great kings of Judah. ““He did
that which was right in the sight of the Lord. . . . He
sought God . . . [and] God made him to prosper. . . .
God helped him.”” 5 And then Inspiration adds, ‘“He
was marvellously helped, till he was strong. But when
he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruc-
tion: for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and
went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon
the altar of incense.’” *¢ This might be done by priests
only and Uzziah was merely a king. Brushing aside the
remonstrances of the priest, the king persisted in his
blind arrogance. ‘‘The sin that resulted so disastrously
to Uzziah was one of presumption. . . . While standing
there, in wrathful rebellion, he was suddenly smitten
with a divine judgment. Leprosy appeared on his fore-
head.”” 17 Covetousness of office and presumption are
as deadly as leprosy, while some kinds of literature in
their arrogant disregard of God’s will are even more
defiling than leprosy 8 and death bringing.

Sin, like leprosy, works insidiously from within and
befouls the life before it utterly destroys it. A leper is
a loathsome sight, as he is driven from society, poor,
unable to earn a living, with filthy clothes, and skin
scaly and covered with nodules. He is as insensitive as a
living corpse. His voice grows coarse and lifeless and is
often raised in mournful tones crying, ‘‘Unclean! un-
clean!”” His whole appearance is pitiable as he begs a
morsel of food. Finally the bones in his jaw and soft
palate degenerate and he dies of malnutrition. Each one
of the symptoms of leprosy can be viewed as an illus-
tration of some aspect of sin’s corrosive and anesthetic
effects.

The Leper Restored

But let us return to our leper as he stands before the
Messiah and takes in His healing words. ‘‘Immediately
a change passes over the leper. His blood becomes
healthy, the nerves sensitive, the muscles firm. The un-
naturally white, scaly surface peculiar to leprosy dis-
appears; and his flesh becomes as the flesh of a little
child.”” ¥ Now he was eager to set out for the Temple
to learn from the priest what he should do.

Long before his time, rabbinic tradition declared that
the Messiah should cleanse the lepers. ‘‘Since the days
of Elisha the prophet, such a thing had never been
known.’” 20 Even the priests must have considered the



law dealing with the restoration of the leper as obsolete.
No living person had eéver seen the law applied! In send-
ing the leper to the priests, Christ was calling the atten-
tion of this class of scholars to the fact that the Messiah
had come! Lepers were being cleansed! ‘‘Opportunity
was granted them to know the truth and to be profited
by the light.”” 21 The priests had pronounced multitudes
unclean, but never had one come seeking cleansing until
now.

The plan of salvation

is illustrated

in the life and death

of a homely brown sparrow
and a leper

who wanted to be restored
to the family of God.

When informed that a leper was claiming to have
been cleansed, the priest was to go out of the camp to
meet him and assess his condition. Perhaps the very
priest who years before had pronounced him unclean,
now declared the leper cleansed! Thus it is with Jesus.
‘““Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”” 22
Our Saviour is Judge; He also is Advocate.

The priest left the seclusion and peace of his home
to go out to meet the leper. And so did Jesus. He comes
to us! And when the priest had decided that the leper
was indeed cleansed, he instructed him to bring two
birds, cedar wood, scarlet thread, and hyssop.2® Let us
follow the priest and the cleansed leper as they go out
to a living spring.24 Here they scoop a little water into
an earthen vessel. One of the sparrows is killed 25 and
its blood mingled with the water. The hyssop sprig is
bound to the cedar stick with the thread of scarlet to be
used for sprinkling. This, together with the living bird,
was plunged into the water and blood.

With the hyssop, suffused with water and blood, the
leper was sprinkled seven times, to indicate a full and
complete cleansing.26 The living bird, drenched with the
blood of his dead companion, was next released into
the open heavens. ‘“The wonderful symbol of the living
bird dipped in the blood of the bird slain and then set

free to its joyous life, is to us the symbol of the atone-
ment. There were death and life blended, presenting to
the searcher for truth the hidden treasure, the union of
the pardoning blood with the resurrection and life of
our Redeemer. The bird slain was over living water; that
flowing stream was a symbol of the ever flowing, ever
cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ, the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world, the fountain that was
open for Judah and Jerusalem, wherein they may wash
and be clean from every stain of sin.’’ 27 After various
cleansings, which lasted seven days, the leper was at
last pronounced clean.

On the eighth day the priest accompanied the leper
to the door of the Temple. Here he offered one lamb
for a trespass offering with a vial of oil to signify his
consecration. Standing outside the door of the Temple,
“‘the leper put his head (into the court), and the priest
applied the blood (of the lamb) to the tip of his ear; he
put in his hand, and the priest applied the blood on the
thumb of his hand; he put in his foot, and the priest
applied the blood to the great toe of his foot.”” 28

Pouring some of the unguent into his blood-smeared
hand the priest put some drops of the oil on the blood-
marked ear, thumb, and toe of the leper, while the rest
of it was poured over the leper’s head. Next the priest
offered a lamb for a sin offering and one for a burnt of-
fering. Thus the leper was reinstated into fellowship.

But let us go back a few steps and watch the leper
as he obtained two sparrows (in the Hebrew term sip-
porim ‘‘sparrows’ may be included). In the market
sparrows are being sold for a farthing.2® Why sparrows?
They are not famous for beauty of appearance or voice,
but they love to dwell with men, to build their nests un-
der man’s roof and peck at the crumbs that fall from
his table. When one of the sparrows had been killed he
was flung to the ground. Then the living sparrow as-
cended, covered with the blood of his companion. This
““symbol of the atonement’’ blends Christ’s ‘‘death and
life.”’ 30

Thus the plan of salvation is illustrated in the life and
death of a homely brown sparrow and a leper who
wanted to be restored to the family of God. This Israel
might have understood. All this we should know. But
the sparrow fell to the ground in the long ago and only
the Father cared! ‘‘Is it nothing to you that pass by?”’
He cries.

Loving Brown Sparrow,
Die for me
And with my nature’s blood
Fly up to God.
Bring back to me the crumbs of Paradise
That, refreshed, I might go with Thee
To God’s eternal altar
At rest forever.

Amen. O
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Better

Satan is alarmed at the accelerated

missionary activity in the church

today and is seeking to thwart

its effectiveness.

By JOSEPH B. PIERCE

ONE OF THE MOST STARTLING, sobering, and
soul-searching statements in the Scriptures is found in
1 Samuel 15:22: ““‘Behold, to obey is better than sacri-
fice.”” Can it be that there is something that is more
pleasing to the Lord than our sacrifices? This text says
that there is. It says there is something that is ‘‘bet-
ter’’! And without that ‘‘better’’ element, whatever else
there may be is vain! It was so in the case of King Saul.
His sacrifices without the factor of complete obedience
cost him the kingdom. Better!-—any day, every day!
Better, first, to obey; then our sacrifice will be a fit of-
fering to the Lord whom we love.

Let us not presume to go forth to the work of the
Lord till we have settled the question of complete dedi-
cation to obedience (by Christ’s indwelling power) to
God’s holy law. Anything less than this is presumption.
Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit”’> (John
15:1, 2).

The church has long been asleep. She is dying from
inactivity. She must arouse, and go to work for the sal-
vation of the world. Her own spiritual life is at stake! In
recent years there has been an acceleration of emphasis
on the vital importance of every-member participation
in the work of the church. Such an emphasis is long
overdue. Our leaders are reminding us that inactive
Christians deteriorate, while working members, driven
to the Lord for help, are drawn nearer to their Saviour.
It is the working Christian who finds, in his experience,
a practical application of sanctification through associa-
tion with the Lord Jesus in ministry to the needs of oth-
ers.

Satan is watching the church—the commandment-
keeping church. He watches intently her every move.
He is aware of the new ripple of activity. It has him
worried. This ripple could grow into a tidal wave! He is
alarmed and is laying plans to meet the emergency.

The archenemy of Christ is looking for a way to ap-

Joseph B. Pierce is a pastor-evangelist in San Antonio,
Texas.
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peal to the weaknesses of the flesh in God’s professed
people. Hoping to capitalize on the new missionary ac-
tivity (that he so much fears), he aims to pervert it so as
to serve his own purpose. He will use activity to soothe
troubled consciences. He will also use the new surge of
activity to serve as a smoke screem to cover hidden,
cherished, unsurrendered defects of character, pet idols,
and corroding sins. If he can achieve these ends, per-
haps all this activity will not be so damaging to the
kingdom of evil, after all. He feels confident that his
plan will succeed, for he has observed that professed
followers of Christ will pay into the Lord’s treasury al-
most any amount of money, and will contribute almost
any amount of work, in order to convince themselves
that they are right with God, while holding onto their
dear idols.

Satan knows that in the hands of the church there is a
formidable weapon that could quickly undo him! This
weapon combines (1) the true presentation of the doc-
trine of righteousness by faith in Christ; and (2) the total
involvement of the church in giving the gospel message
for this hour. The devil greatly fears that the church
may, indeed, turn this double-edged sword on him.
That is why he has prepared for this emergency. This
preparation has involved several steps.

1. Lead the churches of “°‘Babylon’ to preach a false
version of the doctrine of righteousness by faith. Ac-
cording to this false version the Christian accepts all of
the promises of God, but he does not qualify for the re-
ception of these promises by genuine repentance and
confession of sins and by acknowledging the claims of
God’s holy law.

2. Fire the deluded churches of Babylon to launch a
dramatic evangelistic wave of activity! (All based upon
the false concept of the doctrine of righteousness by
faith.)

3. Seek to lure the remnant church into the popular
swing!

The Swing of the Pendulum

In 1888 it was difficult for some people to compre-
hend the truth of total, absolute, complete justification
by faith in Christ’s sacrifice.

Could it be that in the 1970’s we are swinging to the
other extreme? Are there people today who find it
equally difficult to comprehend sanctification through
obedience to the truth by the power of the indwelling
Christ? Are we in danger of equating the great message
of righteousness by faith to ‘‘justification’” alone?

Ellen White gives the following picture: ‘‘Said the
Judge: ‘All will be justified by their faith and judged by
their works.” > Again, she continues: ‘‘Sins that have
not been repented of and forsaken will not be pardoned,
and blotted out of the books of record, but will stand to
witness against the sinner in the day of God.””—The
Faith I Live By, p. 211.

The point is that if the faith by which we claim jus-
tification is not a faith that produces obedience, then
that faith is dead; and it can never bring justification.
We must never permit the shoddy gospel that is being
preached in the churches of Babylon to penetrate our
midst. If it did, this could delay the coming of the Lord.

The law caunnot transform us. But the law of God, in
the heart of Christ, powered by His victory over sin
in human flesh, becomes to us the emancipating energy
in the gospel! Paul puts it this way: “‘For the law of the



Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit”’ (Rom. 8:2-4).

But if we reject this indwelling experience at any
point along the way by refusing to give up any known
sin, it is evident that we have rejected Christ’s imputed
righteousness for the past experience. Such an emer-
gency calls for a complete renewal of our faith in
Christ’s righteousness for both the past and the present,
and a complete rejection of sin as a way of life. Thank
God there is victory for us in Christ! We may fail a
thousand times and repent and rise up again and go for-
ward. But we must not make provision for the flesh.
He is able to keep us from falling! Those who are living
with cherished sins should realize that their faith is vain.

Unsurrendered sin neutralizes justification. We are
being awakened to the vital importance of missionary
activity and witnessing, and rightly so. At the same
time, it would be well to ask ourselves: To what am I
witnessing? Let us be certain that we are witnessing the
full gospel including the indwelling, victorious right-
eousness in us. Until we can make that kind of com-
mitment (by His grace) to our Lord we had better
remain in the upper room with Him. In such a commit-
ment there can never be found room for boasting. We
know full well that only the power of the indwelling
Christ can break the dominion of sin. But this is ex-
actly what the gospel is all about!

““Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry’ (1 Sam. 15:
22, 23). .|

Summer, Grass, Clothes

By THEODORE CARCICH

“If God so clothe the grass of the field”” (Matt. 6:30).

SUMMER IS HERE. Everywhere fields are bearing
profusely. Consider the amazing color and design that
make up the lily, rose, geranium, rye, wheat, or com-
mon grass. Here is splendor exceeding that of a kingly
court. Who is the clothier?

Into every seed God packs a dress pattern, weaving
machinery, distilling apparatus, and pumping gear.
When placed under favorable conditions the latent
force within the seed stirs it to activity. Pumps begin
to work and shuttles start whirling. Thus by subtle
processes the seed weaves its raiment of gold, scarlet,
purple, or green—with texture so exquisite that Solo-
mon in all his glory seems as a man clothed in rags
when compared with the glory of the grass.

Every plant and flower witnesses to the creative
power of God. Paul says: "“But God giveth it a body as
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it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body”’
(1 Cor. 15:38).

Manifestly, the grass’s outward dress reflects its
inward character. In ail cases the character and clothes
correspond. As a matter of fact, all members of the
vegetable kingdom are distinguished by their clothes.
How do you differentiate between wheat, corn, oak,
pine, aster, and gladiolus? By their clothes. Never do
you find them clothed contrary to their character, or
masquerading in borrowed garments.

just suppose that our character and clothes were
suddenly made to correspond. Would the transforma-
tion embarrass us? Clothing does exert a moral in-
fluence. Some make more of dress than of the body.
They spend more time on preparing their clothes than
on improving their virtues. All such labor is food for
the moths.

Soon, very soon, the coronation of the great King
will take place. People from all ages will gather round
the great white throne. They will be distinguished by
their inward character and corresponding clothing.
How do they acquire this distinctive character and
clothing? Let the apostle John tell us.

“Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
whence have they come?’ | said to him, ‘Sir, you
know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are they who have
come out of the great tribulation; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb’ ”” (Rev. 7:13, 14, R.S.V.).

Look at your garb. Are you satisfied or do you need
a change of clothing? This change calls for an ex-
change of your unrighteousness for Christ’s righteous-
ness. He alone can clothe you in a divine robe of sur-
passing beauty. Woven in the loom of heaven, this
robe alone gives you the fitness to sit at the marriage
feast of the Lamb. It is freely offered, and, when fully
accepted, the life of Christ manifests itself in your
life. ““It is in this life that we are to put on the robe of
Christ’'s righteousness.””—Christ’s Object Lessons,
p. 319.

Let this become the first object of human pursuit,
for if God “’so clothe the grass of the field” He can
also clothe you.

“Cover with His life, whiter than snow;
Fullness of His life then shall | know;
My life of scarlet, my sin and woe,
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.”

—F. E. Belden
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Time-proof Love

How can the hope of our Lord’s return

be kept a brightly burning blaze

in view of His apparent delay?

By DONALD D. REIBER

ALMOST NINETEEN AND ONE-HALF CEN-
TURIES HAVE PASSED since the disciples witnessed
our Lord’s ascension and heard angels’ lips say, ‘“This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven”’ (Acts 1:11). This passing parade of centuries
produces a persistent, perplexing problem. How can life
be ordered so that it testifies to the conviction of the
nearness of the ‘‘glorious appearing,”” and at the same
time adequately prepare for projected future needs if He
doesn’t return?

This is a problem we face as individuals and as a de-
nomination. We must solve it as individuals and as a
denomination. This problem plagues every group con-
sidering a building program. When structures of steel,
concrete, and brick are erected which will last for more
than a century, don’t we give a lie to our claim that His
coming is near, ‘‘even at the doors’” (Matt. 24:33)?

Few, if any, of us are immune from the danger of
letting the fire die down. How prominent is the Second
Coming in our thinking and talking? How often each
week does it come up in our conversation? Does the
prospect ever intrude into our workaday world? How
much weight does the Second Coming carry as we make
decisions for everyday living?

When considering the purchase of a new car is the
question asked, ‘‘Should I buy this, or will my present
one last until Jesus comes?’’ If the decision is made to
keep the old one, how much of the money saved finds
its way into the cause?

When women are buying clothes and try on some of
the current fashions, do they ask, ‘“‘How would I feel if
Jesus were to come and find me wearing this?’’ Or does
the fear of being out of style outweigh this considera-
tion? Which is the greater hope, the hope of being
noticed and envied or the hope of Christ’s return?

When young people are out seeking recreation and
entertainment, do they ask themselves, ‘“Would we wish
for Jesus to find us here doing this?”’ Or are they moved
by the impulse of the moment and swayed by the pres-
sure of the crowd to say, ‘“This looks like fun, let’s give
it a try!”’ )

Time never damaged the ‘‘blessed hope’ or damp-
ened its blaze in the hearts of the apostles. Peter de-
clares with ringing conviction, ““We have not followed
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”” (2
Peter 1:16). He goes on to explain that the Second Com-
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ing rests on something more than his eyewitness ac-
count. It rests on prophecy, which is even more certain
(see verses 17-19). Furthermore, God hasn’t made
promises He can’t keep! The reason Jesus hasn’t re-
turned is because God is ‘‘not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance’’ (chap.
3:9). What skeptics and scoffers interpret as a failure of
the Lord’s promise is in fact a demonstration of His
great, forbearing love.

Peter’s explanation has some helpful pointers for us
today. We have 19 more centuries of fulfilled proph-
ecy. Whereas Peter was talking about a demonstration
of love approximately 30 years in length, we can talk
about one that is more than 60 times as long. That’s a
lot of love!

Not even the gruesome mask of death, grinning its
evil grin, shook the apostles’ faith or dimmed their hope.
Paul testifies, ““For I am now ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness’” (2 Tim. 4:6-8). Peter faced death with
equal poise, ‘‘Knowing that shortly I must put off this
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
shewed me’’ (2 Peter 1:14). ‘‘Nevertheless we, accord-
ing to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth”” (chap. 3:13).

Love That Is Centuries Longer

We may be encouraged by the longer scroll of ful-
filled prophecy to which we can point, we may be in-
spired by a demonstration of love that is centuries
longer, and we may be moved by ringing personal testi-
monials of faith given in the face of death, but they are
not the complete answer to the problem of keeping the
“blessed hope’’ of the ‘‘glorious appearing”’ a brightly
burning blaze.

The pen of Paul points out the answer. ‘I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which I have committed unto him against
that day’’ (2 Tim. 1:12).

This is the secret to the entire issue, the answer to
our perplexing, persistent problem. The hope of the
Second Coming must be anchored in the person of Jesus
Christ, not tied merely to time. The fatal mistake of
many professing Christians today is they are merely
clock and calendar watchers. The more hours ticking by
on the clock, the more pages of the calendar that must
be turned, the harder it is to keep their hope a brightly
burning blaze.

But when the hope of the Second Coming is anchored
in Jesus, it is anchored in a love relationship. To know
Him as Paul and Peter knew Him is to love Him. This is
true love, which is immortal, and time cannot touch
it. It is time proof. It entrusts the time element to Jesus.
He and His Father know best as to precisely when to
schedule the Advent.

The tides of war frequently sweep families apart. If
the relationship between those separated is anchored
in true love for, and sincere appreciation of, the other,
the passing of time will only intensify their desire to be
together again. This is time-proof love at its best.

In our home we have the wedding picture of a radiant
young couple. The husband was inducted into the Army
on his first wedding anniversary. Every letter we re-
ceived thereafter expressed his urgent longing to be




reunited with his wife. He even passed up a commis-
sion, because, had he accepted it, their separation would
have been prolonged. Whatever sacrifice might be re-
quired to hasten their reunion would have been joyfully
made by either of them.

Suppose a wife would receive word that if she could
pay $1,000 her absent husband could come home.
Would she not scrimp and save and work to earn that
amount? Indeed she would! She would meet the needs
of her family, but there would be no frivolous squander-
ing of time and money, no passive indifference to what
she could and should be doing to hasten their reunion.
The husband would be doing the same.

While anchoring our hope of the Second Coming in
the person of Jesus Christ does not necessarily guaran-
tee that the ‘‘blessed hope’’ will continue to burn
brightly, it certainly will help us to find a balanced solu-
tion. It will develop a faith that can endure delay.

If the hastening of our Lord’s return becomes the
overriding concern, money will not be foolishly squan-
dered to satisfy pride or whim, whether it is for a car, a
home, an appliance, or anything else. Al aspects of
stewardship will be governed by this concern.

It is not a matter of getting caught doing something
wrong when Jesus comes. It is a matter of living with
Him and for Him day by day, moment by moment, so
that one is ready anytime. Such a relationship, such.an

experience, such time-proof love, is possible for all who
sincerely wish it and are willing to put forth the effort.

Paul met Jesus in the dust of the Damascus road. He
came to understand that at Calvary Jesus had already
done for him that which he was so zealously and pas-
sionately trying to do for himself. The amazing truth
burst upon him that in spite of what he was and what
he did, Jesus loved him anyway. Paul caught a glimpse
of time-proof love! It transformed his life.

Each of us must meet Jesus in the dust—not in the
dust of the Damascus road, but in the dust of humbled
human pride. We may not lose our physical eyesight as
Paul did, but we shall gain spiritual eyesight.

When we truly meet Jesus we shall see our pride in its
ugliness and the filth of our self-righteousness. Our
darling sins to which we cling so tenaciously and our
half-hearted commitment, with which we are so satis-
fied, will be seen as rejecting truth, fighting God, and
obstructing His work. But we shall also see—and this is
the thrilling part—God’s time-proof love! Our lives, like
Paul’s, will be transformed.

Even more important, our love will be transformed
into time-proof love. The longer we are separated from
our beloved Lord, the more eager we shall be for
His return. The entire focus of our time and talents, our
energies and resources, will be toward making the
“blessed hope’’ a blessed reality. O

Bible Questions Answered By DON F. NEUFELD

How would you explain
Romans 14 to one who has
eyes to see but sees not?

I am assuming that it is
the question of foods and of
the observance of certain
days that is uppermost in
our correspondent’s mind.
Many Christians claim to
find in the first six verses of
this chapter support not
only for the use of swine’s
flesh but also for Sunday ob-
servance. Neither of these
items is taught or even
hinted at in this passage. The
reason these Christians find
such bizarre meanings in
Scripture is that they ignore
an important rule of inter-
pretation. The rule is this:
Interpreters must discover
what the Bible writer means
by what he says, not simply
give their own meaning to
the words he uses. Words
mean different things to dif-
ferent people. Therefore
what the author meant must
always be the goal, not sim-
ply what the words can be
interpreted as meaning.

This rule is especially nec-
essary to gain a correct un-
derstanding of this Romans
passage. What was the situa-
tion Paul was attempting to

clarify ? What were the ques-
tions in his readers’ minds
he was seeking to answer?

One of the points that
needed clarification in the
period of Christianity when
Romans was written was the
status of Gentile converts to
Christianity. To what extent
would they be expected to
keep the sundry Jewish
laws? There was a party
among the Jews that insisted
that Gentile converts should
be circumcised and observe
the various laws. The Jeru-
salem council (see Acts 15)
decided against this party
position. The ‘‘sentence’’
was given ‘‘that we trouble
not them, which from among
the Gentiles are turned to
God’’ (verse 19). Except for
abstaining “‘from pollutions
of idols, and from fornica-
tion, and from things
strangled, and from blood”’
(verse 20), Gentile converts
were to be free from Jewish
ceremonial requirements.
Jewish converts could also
be free, but Paul did not
urge a sudden changeover
for them.

But the decisions of this
conference were difficult to
implement. As there are to-
day, there were in that early

period many conscientious
Christians who wanted to be
certain that they were not
leaving anything undone in
their service for the Master
whom they loved. If there
was any question, these
conscientious Christians
would try to err on the side
of overperformance.

In the matter of foods, for
example, if there was any
uncertainty as to whether the
flesh-meats they had bought
in the meat market had in
pagan ceremony been sacri-
ficed to idols, they refused
to eat them. To avoid any
possible  pollution  they
chose a vegetarian diet.
Other Christians, in turn,
criticized their scrupulosity.
The same thing was true also
regarding the observance of
the various Jewish holidays.
Some, perhaps many, Jew-
ish Christians continued to
keep them. Perhaps even
some Gentile converts, to
make certain they would not
miss a possible requirement,
may have joined their fellow
Jewish Dbelievers. Again
there were those who criti-
cized and condemned and
offended, by their brash dis-
regard, their fellow Chris-
tians’ consciences.

This is the situation to
which Paul is talking and in
the light of which his words
must be understood. His
message is, stop judging your
brother (verses 3, 4, 13). Let
your brother follow his own
conscience (verse 5). If he
violates his conscience he
sins (verse 23). Deny your-
self rather than put a stum-
bling block in vour brother’s
way (verses 15, 21). “Meat
and drink’’ are not major is-
sues, rather ‘‘righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost™ (verse 17). In
fine, stop arguing over these
matters; let each Christian
do what he believes to be
right.

It is gratuitous to bring
pork eating and Sabbath-
keeping into the discussion
of Romans 14. There is no
Biblical evidence that these
were the issues in that early
period. The burden of proof
is on your opponent who
has eyes to see but sees not
to show from Biblical con-
text that those were issues in
the Roman congregation.
He will be unable to do this,
which proves that he is argu-
ing from the words rather
than from what Paul meant
by the words he used.
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Unity of the Spirit

‘“‘Believers . . . are to be one, and

the Holy Spirit . . . pervades the

’

whole body of Christ’s followers.’

By ELLEN G. WHITE

THE LORD DESIRES TO MAKE man the reposi-
tory of divine influence, and the only thing that hinders
the accomplishment of God’s designs is that men close
their hearts to the light of life. Apostasy caused the
withdrawal of the Holy Spirit from man, but through the
plan of redemption this blessing of heaven is to be re-
stored to those who sincerely desire it. The Lord has
promised to give all good things to those who ask Him,
and all good things are defined as given with the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

The more we discover our real need, our real poverty,
the more will we desire the gift of the Holy Spirit; our
souls will be turned, not into the channel of ambition
and presumption, but into the channel of earnest sup-
plication for the enlightenment of heaven. It is because
we do not see our need, do not realize our poverty, that
we do not pour forth earnest entreaties, looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, for the be-
stowal of the blessing.

This is the one thing that is needed at the
............... If the workers there only knew their need,
their cry would ascend with ceaseless importunity that
they might have the Spirit of God to rest upon them.
They would see nothing but danger in walking in the
sparks of their own kindling. Devising and planning
without the Lord to plan with you is to be ensnared by
the enemy. Let every soul seek the Lord.

Jesus has said, ‘‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you’’ (Matt. 7:7). It is in proportion to our appreciation
of the necessity and value of spiritual things that we
seek for their attainment. ‘‘Without me ye can do
nothing,’’ says Jesus. . . .

Believers Are to Be One

The Lord is at work in a variety of ways to bind His
people together. Through heavenly and human agencies
He is at work that His professed followers may all be-
come partakers of the divine nature, that His church
may be brought up to the highest standard of Christian
excellence. God has made the line of demarcation be-
tween the church and the world very distinct, and He
designs that it shall be discerned and practiced. . . .

The believers in all ages are to be one, and the Holy
Spirit is the living essence that cements, animates, and
pervades the whole body of Christ’s followers. The du-
ties devolving on the members of Christ’s church are
tasks set by the Lord, and although each one of the
workers is but an atom, a fraction of the stupendous
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fabric, inhabited by the Holy Spirit, how sacred, how
holy do these duties appear!

The Jews had an appointed guard whose duty it was
to watch the temple night and day, and although the
guard was made up of a large number of men, each one
felt that he was under obligation to stand in his lot and
place; for he was entrusted with a solemn charge. Sup-
pose that the numerous body of guards had been dis-
missed, and the whole burden of responsibility had
been placed upon one man, and that at a time when par-
ticular danger was near because of the efforts of a vigi-
lant foe. This would be presumption. Would not the
solitary guard be liable to be overcome because over-
charged?

Thank God, important interests are not to rest on one
man’s mind or one man’s judgment. Every soul is to be
on the alert to catch every sound, to note every move-
ment on the part of the enemy that would endanger his
God-given charge. This is the spirit that should charac-
terize every worker at the ... ... ; for each
one of you is entrusted with a sacred responsibility that
you may help one another, strengthen one another in
keeping the fort. There is to be a building one another
up in the most holy faith, and no one is to receive the
least sanction in tearing others down. The Holy Spirit
must abide upon every worker else he that watcheth,
keepeth his watch in vain.

Let every one do his work as unto God and not unto
man. Let your conduct accord with the sacred trust that
has been given to you. This you may do; for the foun-
tain of life has been opened for you, and principles of a
new and heavenly order are to control your spirit and
actions. Let not anyone receive the impression that a
confederacy may safely be formed with worldlings.
Confidences are not to be encouraged with those who
are enemies of Christ. No compromise can be made
with the enemy.

Do Not Betray God’s People

Are you sentinels for God? Then be careful lest you
betray God’s people into the enemy’s hands. Satan is
seeking to insinuate some scheme that will result in
separating God from the workers, but I heard the voice
of the Lord saying, ‘‘Let every one stand in his lot and
place, and do the part assigned him with unwavering
fidelity, and he will see and realize the fulfillment of the
gracious designs of the Lord.”” If you become restless,
as did Abraham and Sarah, and work up plans of your
own in order to bring about God’s promises, a condi-
tion of things which you deem desirable after your own
ways and ideas, you will find that it will result in sor-
row, misery, and sin.

Jesus comes to you as the Spirit of truth; study the
mind of the Spirit, consult your Lord, follow His way.
If you yield to the dictates of the mind and flesh, your
spirit will lose its proper character and balance, and you
fail to discern and cannot appreciate moral power. Then
you will seek to carry out the maxims of worldlings.
Their voices are heard on every side, Here is the path
of success. Your mind will, if you follow their sugges-
tions, be deceived, carnalized, and you will esteem the
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit as less than human in-
vention.

God calls upon you to close the door to human inven-
tions and to open the door to divine illumination. Be
careful that you do not resist the Spirit of God in its



office work upon the temple of the soul. Be determined
to please God, to magnify His name, to enjoy the sweet

influence of His grace.
Every element of your nature is to be dedicated to

God; lay not one attribute upon the altar of Satan. There
is none too much of any of the workers, be they pos-
sessed of large or small talents, to render themselves to
God that they may be sanctified and fitted for His serv-
ice. Give all you have and are, and it is all nothing with-
out the merit of the blood that sanctifies the gift. Could
those who hold responsible positions multiply their
talents a thousandfold, their service would have no
worth before God unless Christ was mingled with all
their offerings. Let all the glory of what is accomplished
redound to the glory of God; it belongs to Him.

The world cannot discern Jesus; then let me not be
anxious to unite with the world, lest I, too, become
blind as the worldling, so that I cannot see the beauty
of the truth. By beholding, by studying the ambitious
plans and projects of the world, I become more and
more favorable to their methods, and become willing to
listen to the suggestions of the enemy and to take the
bribes of Satan, when I should instantly reject them as
did Jesus when He was tempted.

There are some who talk in a regretful way concern-
ing the restraints that the religion of the Bible imposes
upon those who would follow its teachings. They seem
to think that restraint is a great disadvantage, but we
have reason to thank God with all our heart that He
has raised a heavenly barrier between us and the ground
of the enemy. There are certain tendencies of the nat-
ural heart that many think must be followed in order
that the best development of the individual may result,
but that which man thinks essential God sees would not
be the blessing to humanity which men imagine; for the
development of these very traits of character would un-
fit them for the mansions above.

The Lord places men under test and trial that the
dross may be separated from the gold; but He forces
none. He does not bind with fetters and cords and
barriers; for they increase disaffection rather than de-
crease it. The remedy for evil is found in Christ as an
indwelling Saviour. But in order that Christ may be in
the soul, it must first be emptied of self, then there is a
vacuum created that may be supplied by the Holy Spirit.

The Lord purifies the heart very much as we air a
room. We do not close the doors and windows and
throw in some purifying substance; but we open the
doors and throw wide the windows, and let heaven’s
purifying atmosphere flow in. The Lord says, ‘‘He that
doeth truth cometh to the light.”” The windows of im-
pulse, of feeling, must be opened up toward heaven,
and the dust of selfishness and earthliness must be ex-
pelled. The grace of God must sweep through the cham-
bers of the mind, the imagination must have heavenly
themes for contemplation, and every element of the na-
ture must be purified and vitalized by the Spirit of God.

Many seem to feel that religion has a tendency to
make its possessor narrow and cramped, but genuine
religion does not have a narrowing influence; it is the
lack of religion that cramps the faculties and narrows
the mind. When a man is narrow, it is an evidence that
he needs the grace of God, the heavenly anointing; for
a Christian is one whom the Lord, the God of hosts, can
work through that He may keep the way of the Lord in
the earth, and make manifest His will to men. [

thnYou’reY)ung By MIRIAM WOOD

Happiness in Today’s World

“CHRISTIANS should be
the happiest people in the
whole world”’ is a statement
that most of us have heard
often. In previous eras of
the world’s history, this phi-
losophy might not have
posed such a problem. In the
late twentieth century, how-
ever, it’s different. In a world
of constant war, suffering,
starvation, separation of
families, abuse of children,
poverty, injustice, uproot-
ing of entire nations, col-
lapse of government struc-
tures—in such a world, how
can a Christian be ‘‘happy’’?
And if he is happy,isn’the a
callous person? And how
can a callous person be a
Christian? So the questions
make a complete circle and
come back where they be-
gan.

Perhaps it is not a ques-
tion of whether a Christian
can be happy, but rather
what kind of happiness a
Christian may expect. What
is the quality of his emo-
tion? Let us attempt to agree
as to what it is not. Contrary
to many theories being
promulgated currently, a
Christian’s true happiness is
not a constant state of eu-
phoria, a constant ‘‘high”’
that keeps him floating
inches above the ground.
That kind of ‘‘happiness’’ is
found only in drugs, alcohol,
or mental retardation. A nor-
mal, mature person just is
not euphoric all the time. To
expect this is to be unrealis-
tic. There are, of course,
times when one is more con-
scious of a feeling of well-be-
ing than at other times. Deep-
down happiness, though, is
something else.

After looking up anumber
of statements Ellen White
has made about the happi-
ness of the Christian, I have
concluded that it is a quiet
kind of steady glow, a calm
assurance that God is lead-
ing both individually and
collectively. It is freedom
from crushing anxiety about
the past, present, or future.
It is the realization that no
matter what our physical cir-
cumstances, we cannot be
separated from God unless
we choose to let this happen.

On an individual basis, the
Christian’s happiness con-
sists in knowing that he is
right with God. ‘‘Obedience
to the law is essential, not
only to our salvation, but
to our own happiness and the
happiness of all with whom
we are connected.”’—Se-
lected Messages, book 1, p.
218. There are other similar
statements emphasizing that
the warm, steady glow of
being right with God is Chris-
tian happiness.

So much, then, for hap-
piness on anindividual basis.
We still haven’t solved the
problem of the soul-sickness
a Christian must feel when
he views the tragedy
throughout the world. Here
again, faith is the answer.
If God can be trusted to for-
give individual sins, and the
sinner can rest secure in His
love, the Christian must be-
lieve that in spite of appear-
ances, God is still on His
throne in the heavens. He
must pray earnestly and con-
stantly for sufferers. He
must do all he can to alleviate
any sorrow and suffering
within his own orbit. He
must speak out against in-
justice of any kind. But he
will need to keep clearly in
mind the fact that Christ’s
second coming is the only
and final answer to suffering.

Beyond that, the Chris-
tian, the happy Christian,
has to come face to face with
the fact that Satan is the
“prince of this world.”” God
isn’t bringing all these hor-
rors to pass. Satan is. And
as time grows shorter and
shorter on this planet, he is
redoubling his efforts to a
frenzy. It is obvious that his
prey, human beings, will
suffer intensely. That was
inevitable from the time sin
entered the world so long
ago. But a Christian knows
that a day of perfect happi-
ness and perfect freedom
from fear and anguish is not
far in the future. Even in the
midst of the dark sadness of
this world, he can cling to
this knowledge.

A Christian can be happy
—quietly, steadily happy—
if he understands what true
happiness is.
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Proud Incompetents

Those to whom the judging of another

is @ piquant pastime must realize

that such judging is sin.

By CHESTER A. HOLT

AN EVANGELIST WAS CLOSING a series of
meetings in apparent failure. The services had been
indifferently attended, hearers were unresponsive,
converts reluctant and few. A young assistant of the
evangelist came to him and said in puzzlement, ‘“What
do you make of this?*’

“I don’t,”” the evangelist replied. ‘I don’t try to
make anything of it. We must search our hearts in situa-
tions such as this, and cry mightily to God. But I learned
long ago not to try to do God’s bookkeeping. You re-
member Elijah added up a column of figures once and
got a total of one. God went over the same column and
showed Elijah a corrected total of seven thousand. 1
suspect that I would not be a better keeper of God’s
books than Elijah was. So I don’t try.”’

We may be appalled sometimes by the immensity of
what we call the unfinished task. Actually we have no
way of knowing to what degree the task is unfinished.
It may not be wrong to speculate, but an example will
show how far from right conjectures may be.

It may strain human concepts to see in Jesus’ three
and a half years of insular endeavor, anything like a
completed task. Yet Jesus said to His Father, “‘I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do’’ (John
17:4). His closest associates, the disciples, did not
think His work was done. His sympathizers did not
think His work was done. The enemies who determined
upon His death did so because they were convinced
that His escalating activities would swell to such pro-
portions as to imperil their establishment. Even after the
resurrection the disciples still expected Christ’s greater
work to emerge as a messianic administration in the
frame of literal national Israel. No one concerned with
the divine summation arrived at the same conclusion
that God did. Should not this warn us away from even
attempting to penetrate the mystery of God’s account-
ing, to say nothing of trying to measure the infusion of
God’s grace into the hearts of men or the barriers
erected on their part against Him? Why should we feel
better equipped than the disciples to trace the margins
of God’s work now, if it has margins?

God alone knows ‘‘them that are his’’ (2 Tim. 2:19).
Only God knows who can get along with Him in heaven.
Only God in the end will make the selection. As for us,

The late Chester A. Holt was a pastor and after his
retirement lived in San Antonio, Texas.
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any attempt to identify sheep and separate them from
goats, even in our minds, is wasteful and useless.
Heaven is certain to confound us with many surprises.

We need not feel that we must pass judgment on
every movement or person professing to be in the serv-
ice of God, or even not so professing. It may be that
God will use instruments that by our criteria would
automatically be rejected. A rescuer would not hesitate
to throw a rope to a drowning man, even if the rope
were polluted. None of us is wholly free from error. As
God uses us in spite of our errors, He may use other
men with their errors. God is not always sharply se-
lective in the means He uses. Once He spoke through

an ass.
J. E. Fulton, a much-loved missionary and leader in

the Advent Movement, once told a story of his early
ministry. As [ recall the incident, there were in the
community where Fulton, the fledgling minister, was
holding meetings, two young scalawags whose high
spirits found in the services inspiration for sport.

Late one night these youth were on a country road
when they heard the voice of the county drunk. He was
on his way home, singing drunkenly, shouting out to the
night, mumbling to himself. As he drew near enough,
they could see he was barely keeping his seat on his
horse.

The occasion for sport was too much for the young
men. They stopped the horse and gave the drunk a
revival lecture. ‘“You should be ashamed of yourself,”
they remonstrated. ‘‘Get down off that horse. Get down
on your knees and beg for mercy.”’

The man did get down. He did go on his knees. Some
message reached his liquor-befuddled brain. He did cry
for mercy. He was converted at the plea of these mock-
ers and began a clean, respected Christian life. God
did not pass him by because the means that turned him
to God were unworthy.

‘““Follow Thou Me?*’

Is there any better rule than to keep eyes off others,
to try not to define the channels of God’s work, but
rather to do as Jesus said, ‘‘Follow thou me’’ (John
21:22)?

In the exercise of judging, men can be wicked as
well as incompetent. It was to such judging, perhaps,
that Jesus most directly referred when He said, ‘‘Judge
not’’ (Matt. 7:1).

Sin began in heaven when Lucifer first entertained,
then ventured upon, judgment of God. Here pride and
the condemnation of another mated and the progeny
were the spawn of the pit. Here began that seepage of
suspicion and surmising that initially loosened the struc-
ture, which in its collapse brought down a third of the
angels and submerged the earth in horror. And about God
Lucifer was wrong. The tragedy of sin is that the tragedy
can on no possible grounds be justified. No more can the
judgment of people by each other.

Lucifer aspired to be God. In no more overt way did
he assert this than in mounting the judgment seat. The
man who puts his feet in the steps of Lucifer mounting
to that same seat, shows himself in that respect satanic.
Judging is not a mere piquant pastime. It is sin. The
one who judges is never entirely right. Even if he were,
his spirit, in judging, would still be that of the devil.

The treacherous thing about this sin of judging is that
it is seldom recognized by the one who practices it, al-



most never acknowledged. The one who judges denies
that he is judging. He is just seeing clearly, he claims.
His intuition has penetrated subterfuge, even dishon-
esty, and has arrived at truth, he affirms. He extols him-
self for, and sometimes leaks information to others so
that they too may admire, his perspicacity. He feels
bright and virtuous. He sees himself as ascending the
stages of spiritual excellence, but is unaware that he is
using the faults of others as rungs in his ladder. Is he
not better, he implies, than each of the judged, in suc-
cession, and therefore in progression? Eve felt exhila-
rated in discovering what she supposed was a defect in
God. Isn’t it strange that zeal for reform is so often
zeal for reforming someone else?

Symbolized by the prince of Tyre, Lucifer is quoted
as saying, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of God’’ (Eze.
28:2). From the judgment seat he condemned God out
of his injured feelings. Had Lucifer been indulged by
God he doubtless would have approved Him, but this

situation-loyalty would not have made him less po-
tentially a devil.

God said to him, ‘“Thou hast corrupted thy wisdom
by reason of thy brightness’’ (verse 17). It seems to
me that ‘‘brightness’’ here refers to more than outward
presence. Scintillation of brain and spirit, which bear
upon ‘‘wisdom,’’ seems to be implied. He was sure he
was bright in seeing through God and finding defects
tainting His administration, especially His dealing with
Lucifer. He tripped over his own brilliance. He was not
as smart as he flattered himself to be.

And men with their limping brains and anemic spirits
certainly have little cause to trust their ‘‘brightness.”
Yet how tenaciously they do.

Jesus said, ‘‘Judge not.”” To judge is deadly, because
it was shown long ago that God cannot live with prac-
titioners of this corroding sin. He can take back into
heaven only those who are free from the malignancy He
once cast out. [

" For theYounger Set

Someone Beginning With A

By MARYE TRIM

“TELL US a story,”
begged Carol and John one
rainy Sabbath afternoon.

So their mother thought
about a story. Then she
said, “‘I'll tell you a true
story about a lady, whom
we will call Mrs. Brown,
and her children, named
Jimmy and Bob. Their daddy
had decided to give up his
job and go to our Adventist
college to study to be a min-
ister. He said to his wife and
two little boys, ‘I think I
should go ahead and ar-
range for a house for us to
live in while I am a student.
You stay here until Isend for
you.’

““So one morning Mr.
Brown went away. Every
day the little boys watched
for a letter from their daddy,
and soon the mailman
brought one. Their mother
read the letter to them.

*“ ‘Dear Family,’ the letter
said, ‘1 have been able to
rent a small house that will

suit us well. It has two bed- -

rooms, as well as a veranda
and garden where the boys
can play. Please come as
soon as you can. May Jesus
and His angels keep you
safe while you travel. Love
from Daddy.’

““That letter made them
feel very happy. Mrs. Brown

and the boys began to pack
right away. That is, Mommy
and Bob tried to pack, but it
was difficult, for baby Jimmy
thought he must help too.
But his helping was only a
muddle, pulling out of cases
what Bob and their mommy
put in. However, after some
days Mrs. Brown locked the
door of their old home, and
away they went by taxi to
the train.

“Jimmy and Bob thought
it was going to be great fun
to sleep all night on the train.
‘Will we see Daddy when we
wake up?’ asked Bob.

“ “Tomorrow night we’ll
all be together again, safe
and sound,” said Mommy,
giving them a cuddle. ‘We
will be on the train two
whole days. But the time
will soon pass and our angel
will be looking after us.’

‘At first the little boys
looked out the train window.
How the cars and houses
and trees whizzed by! Then
they played at making a
noise like that of the steam
train they rode on. ‘Ch-ch-
ch—ch—<ch. I-think-I-can—
I-think-I-can,” as the train
pulled hard up a steep hill.
Then, tiring of that, they
looked at picture books.

“But on the second day
the boys were tired of the
train. ‘Want Daddy-Daddy,’
cried little Jimmy.

‘“ ‘Are we nearly there?’
asked Bob.

