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Symphony

By PIETRO F. COP1Z

A layer of frost

Covers all trees.
White.

The sun Kindles

Lacy chandeliers.
Bright.

Every twig is crowned

With shining diadems.
No branch is bare,
No shrub is dark.

Winding skybound,

A solitary road

Leads into a frame

Of icy gems

Waiting to be filled.
Pure.

Like the conscience
Of a child.

Far is the smog
Of the valley.
Gone seem the somber
Pages of life.
By His grace,
My years ahead
May be like a symphony
Of white.
Bright pages
Worthy of His kingdom.
Whiter than sunny snow,
His righteousness
Will cover me.
No bare sin.
No dark design.
But a starry crown.
And Love. For ever and ever
With Him,

Be Thou the center
Of my life’s frame,
O Lord.

And shine. Shine.
Shine.
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Arthur L. White, secretary of
the Ellen G. White Estate and
grandson of Ellen White, has had
firsthand experience working with
inspired documents. In his article
““Toward an Adventist Concept
of Inspiration™ (p. 4) Elder White
clarifies some of the concepts
necessary for a better under-
standing of how inspiration
operates.

In ““The Call and the Convic-
tion” (p. 8), Virgil Robinson, re-
cently retired from the Home
Study Institute and formerly a

missionary to Africa, answers the
question How is one who receives
an official call to service to know
whether God wishes him to ac-
cept the call? Elder Robinson il-
lustrates his answers with experi-
ences drawn from Adventist his-
tory.

The Family Living section (p.
11) completes the two-part series
“‘Don’t Spank So Hard, Mamma™’
by Laura Torkelson, from
Woodridge, Illinois. In this article
she gives examples on how to
make a child a well-disciplined
person by reinforcing his positive
actions and discouraging his neg-
ative ones.

Young Adult (p. 14) features a
moving experience written by
Aleen Hooper, a young mother of
three whose husband, Boyd, lay
in a coma for more than two
weeks. Confronted with an un-
certain future and a ‘‘remit im-
mediately’” hospital bill, her only
recourse in this moment of crisis
was to spread out the letter before
the Lord and in utter desperation

pray for guidance in the matter.

E. A. Brodeur, personnel man-
ager of the Southern Publishing
Association, Nashville, Tennes-
see, formerly Far Eastern Divi-
sion publishing director, revisited
the Far East to attend the Fourth
National Convention of Philip-
pine Literature Evangelists. In
Newsfront (p. 20), he reports
some of the highlights of this
convention, the largest such
meeting known in Adventist his-
tory, with 2,148 literature evan-
gelists in attendance.

Art and photo credits: Cover, F.
D. Silkey; p. 5, Harry Anderson;
p. 6, H. Armstrong Roberts; p. 7,
Gary States; pp. 9, 14, Review
photo; p. 11, Eastern Photo Serv-
ice; all other photos, courtesy of
the respective authors.

Bible credits: Texts in this issue
credited to N.E.B. are from The
New English Bible. © The Dele-
gates of the Oxford University
Press and The Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press 1961,
1970. Reprinted by permission.

LETTERS

Leiters submitted for publication should
contribute ideas and comments on articles or
material printed in the ADVENTIST REVIEW
They should be brief, not exceeding 250
words, and must carry the writer’s name,
address. and telephone number (although this
number will not be printed). Letters must be
legible, preferably typewritten. and double-
spaced. All will be edited to meet space and
literary requirements, but the author's mean-
ing will not be changed. Views expressed in
the letters do not necessarily represent those
of the editors or of the denomination.

New name

I am excited about the change
of name to ADVENTIST REVIEW. |
think it is a step in the right direc-
tion and I agree with the new title
wholeheartedly.

BiLL May

Keene, Texas

Fire special

Are we learning from our past
mistakes? If so, why such enor-
mous expansions of educational
and health institutions, rather
than the establishment of smaller,
less-elaborate colleges with small
sanitariums, clinics, industries,
and agriculture where students
can earn while they learn?

What kind of divine judgment
will it take to break up the coloni-
zation that is prevalent at our
large institutions? Yes, it is
sometimes necessary for families
to move to those areas for the
education of their children, but it
isn’t necessary to remain there
after the children graduate, The
employment opportunities and
housing should then be made
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available to others who need to
locate there for the same purpose.
Of course, it takes faith in God’s
leading to relocate after years at
our schools, but with God all
things are possible.

Mgs. F. E. GRANT

Pensacola, Florida

On page 21 of the December 8
issue I see the old Tabernacle
church in Battle Creek, where in
1917 1 was baptized, changing in
one short step from an Episcopa-
lian to a Seventh-day Adventist.

RuBy FERGUSON

Monrovia, California

Never since the fire has this
church so needed such counsel
and admonition as are given in the
various articles of the fire special.

I suppose I am especially
moved by the issue because of my
experience these past 12 years
here in the Southwest. I have
been in a position to see and feel
our weaknesses, and have strug-
gled so hard to hold the line
among our institutions, so that the
Spirit of Prophecy might be our
guide. There is need for this issue
of the REVIEW and for the coun-
sel given. I only hope it can get a
wide coverage to areas where the
whole church can benefit,

J. N. MORGAN

Public Affairs Director

Southwestern Union

Conference

Keene, Texas

Although it has been slow, al-
most imperceptible, I think our
departure from God’s explicit di-
rections, particularly in educa-
tional and medical work, has been
almost as far and as blatant as in
the last half of the nineteenth
century.

MARVIN MEEKER

Lincoln, Arkansas

Agriculture in college

Re ‘“*Agricultural Blueprint™
(letter, Oct. 27).

Andrews University (formerly
Emmanue]l Missionary College)
has had a history of agriculture
from the time old Battle Creek
College was moved to Berrien
Springs. At present there are
one-. two-, and four-year college
degrees in agriculture available on
this campus. Our graduates are
spread around the world. Similar
programs are available at Loma
Linda University and Pacific
Union College, and some agricul-
ture is being offered at Walla
Walla College.

Though most States have their
agricultural colleges, few exist for
agriculture alone. They must have
supportive sciences and liberal-
arts programs to stay alive finan-
cially,

BERNARD C. ANDERSEN

Agricutture Department

Chairman

Andrews University

Berrien Springs, Michigan
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HEART TO HEART

A message from the General Conference president

A new year’s message

Laurel, Maryland

January 1978 is here. God’s people face a new year,
with its hidden hopes, joys, opportunities, problems, and
frustrations. We represent a worldwide church with
nearly three million members, living in most countries of
Planet Earth. How do we greet this new year?

A people with praise on our lips. ‘‘Let the people praise
thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. O let the
nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the
people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.
. . . Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people
praise thee’” (Ps. 67:3-5).

We acknowledge our God as the great God, the One
who created the heavens and the earth and all that in
them is. He rules the universe. In His hands is the
destiny of all humankind. We acknowledge Him as the
giver of every good and perfect gift, and our lips are
filled with His praise for all that He has done for His
people. He is our Saviour, our Redeemer. Praise His holy
name. ‘‘Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the
city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness’’ (Ps.
48:1).

A grateful people. Our hearts are filled with gratitude to
our God. For life, the measure of health and strength we
have, for the creature comforts entrusted to us, we give
Him thanks: for sparing our lives and enabling us to greet
this new year. His angels have kept us from dangers seen
and unseen during the past twelve months; for this we are
deeply grateful.

We are thankful for His manifest blessing upon His
work in every land where the Advent message is pro-
claimed today. Under His blessing the message has gone
with power, and more than two million have united with
the Advent family during the past eleven years.

I am reminded of the words of Ellen White, who, when
addressing the General Conference in 1893, declared:
““The work is soon to close. The members of the church
militant who have proved faithful will become the church
triumphant. In reviewing our past history, having trav-
elled over every step of advance to our present standing,
I can say, Praise God! As I see what God has wrought, I
am filled with astonishment and with confidence in Christ
as Leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except
as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His
teaching in our past history.

“We are now a strong people, if we will put our trust in
the Lord: for we are handling the mighty truths of the
word of God. We have everything to be thankful for. If
we walk in the light as it shines upon us from the living
oracles of God, we shall have large responsibilities,
corresponding to the great light given us of God. We have
many duties to perform, because we have been made the
depositories of sacred truth to be given to the world in all
its beauty and glory. We are debtors to God to use every
advantage He has entrusted to us to beautify the truth of
REVIEW, JANUARY 12, 1978

holiness of character, and to send the message of warn-
ing, and of comfort, of hope and love, to those who are in
the darkness of error and sin.”’-—General Conference
Bulletin, 1893, p. 24.

A needy people. And yet we are a needy people. As
individuals and as a church we often fall far short of our
heavenly Father’s expectations. We acknowledge that
we have not always traveled in the path in which our God
would have us walk. Time and again, from our beginning
as a people, we have disappointed Him.

Today God calls all—denominational workers and laity
alike—to honest-hearted repentance and the forsaking of
sin in our lives. It is not enough that we should mourn
Oover our transgressions; we must overcome them.

In deep contrition of heart we come to the feet of our
blessed Redeemer, confess our iniquities, and cry out not
only for cleansing but for the enabling, keeping power of
the Holy Spirit to possess us and to make us more and
more like our matchless Saviour.

The Lord has given the marching orders. They are
clear. We cannot mistake them. ** ‘Go forth to every part
of the world, and proclaim the Good News to the whole
creation’”’ (Mark 16:15, N.E.B.). Two thousand years
has not changed our Master’s commission. Today’s ‘“‘go
ve’’ means you. It means me! It applies to every member
of God’s family around the world. Every one of us has a
work to do in sharing our faith with those about us.

God expects us to do more

The voice of God declares, ‘“Sound an alarm through-
out the length and breadth of the earth. Tell the people
that the day of the Lord is near and hasteth greatly. Let
none be left unwarned. . . . According to the truth we
have received above others, we are debtors to impart the
same to them.”’— Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 22.

What have you done in the past twelve months to win a
soul to Christ and His last-day message? Whatever we
may have done in 1977, God expects us to do more, much
more, in 1978. Every one of us is to be a fruitful Chris-
tian, winning souls for the kingdom.

A people with a glorious future. We may begin this new
year with hearts filled with glad hope—indeed, the
blessed hope! Who should be happier, who should have
greater joy in their hearts, than a people at peace with
God and their fellow men! What hope could be brighter
than the blessed hope we have in our hearts! In a world
where the outlook is dark and dismal, the child of God
finds the uplook the brightest in the history of our trou-
bled world. Jesus is coming. Qur Lord is coming soon for
His people—for vou, for me—if we will permit Him to do
His work in our hearts and lives. The future is as bright as
the promises of God.

May I take this opportunity to wish each of you in
every land a very happy new year, and may 1978 be filled
with every needed blessing for you and yours!

RoBERT H. PiERSON
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Toward an Adventist concept O

How do Seventh-day Adventists understand inspira-
tion? Is the Seventh-day Adventist concept different
from concepts commonly held?

In several aspects the Adventist concept is different. It
partakes neither of the modernistic, liberal views that
destroy the authority of God’s Word nor the ultracon-
servative views that make the prophet a mere automa-
ton—a machine, as it were—speaking or writing words
he is impelled to utter or to record.

As Seventh-day Adventists we are uniquely fortunate
in approaching this question. We are not left to. find our
way, drawing our conclusions only from writings penned
19 centuries and more ago, which have come down to us
through varied transcriptions and translations. Concern-
ing inspiration, with us it is an almost contemporary
matter, for we have had a prophet in our midst.

What is more, rather than having in our possession
only relatively short documents or a handful of letters, as
is the case with the extant records of the Bible prophets,
we have the full range of Ellen G. White writings penned
through a period of 70 years, embodying her published
books, her 4,600 periodical articles, and her manuscripts,
letters, and diaries. We have also the testimonies of her
contemporaries—eyewitness accounts of those who
lived and worked closely with her. Both she and they
discussed many points touching on the visions and on the
manner in which the light was imparted to her, and how
she, in turn, conveyed the messages to those for whom
they were intended. In other words, the eyewitnesses
discussed the operation of inspiration.

In a modern language

Further, she wrote in a modern language, so a large
number of people today can study her writings in the
original language, without needing to depend on a trans-
lation. Rarely, too, is it necessary to depend upon a
transcription.

If we accept Ellen White as an honest witness, then her
observations concerning her work, her statements on
inspiration, and her declaration as to the work of the
prophets of old are particularly significant to us. Thus
what she has said of the work of the prophet in action can
well form a basis for arriving at an accurate understand-
ing of inspiration.

We shall discuss the subject as she did without re-
sorting to theological language or definitions.

First of all, we should note that when the L.ord imparts
light to the prophets He does not confine Himself to one
fixed procedure. “God . . . In divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets’ (Heb. 1:1).
Therefore, one must not look for a uniform pattern that

Arthur L. White is secretary of the Ellen G. White Estate.
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will govern all the procedures in this matter of God’s
giving His messages to human instruments. This is an
important point.

Second, the prophet is a normal human being with all
the faculties possessed by such a being. He sees, hears,
smells, meditates, reads, eats, sleeps, worships, speaks,
and travels, as do other people. At the time of his call to
the prophetic office he may or may not be well informed
in some lines of knowledge. All through his life subse-
quent to his call to the prophetic office, he continues to
gain information in most matters in the same manner in
which we all obtain such information. Being called to the
prophetic office does not blot from his mind information
gained in past experiences, nor does it block his mental
faculties from continuing to obtain information as he did
before his call to the prophetic office.

Being called in a unique manner to the service of the
Lord as a prophet, he is in a position to receive special
information from God. This may be in the fields of
theology and religious experience. It may be in the field
of history, recounting the special guidance of God for
His people or for individuals, or warning of the perils
incident to Satan’s determination to destroy the work of
God or the hope of souls. It may be in the field of
physiology, nutrition, or hygiene. It may be in the realm
of eschatology. It may be in the field of education or
church administration. It may be in the revealing of
hidden sins.

The fields in which information may be imparted are
without limit, for the work is in God’s hands. This
experience is uniquely that of the prophet. Although the
Spirit of God may speak to the hearts of all consecrated
persons, not all are or can be prophets. God alone selects
the prophet. ‘‘Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost™ (2 Peter 1:21).

Visions and bearing testimony

A prophet may receive visions during the day, accom-
panied by certain physical phenomena (see Dan. 10), or
in the night season, in a prophetic dream (see Dan. 7).
After the vision the prophet imparts to others what was
intended for them, either orally, in interviews, or in
writing.

Thus there are two elements or procedures: There is
the receiving of the information and the bearing of testi-
mony—the presentation by the prophet of the message,
the light, the information—he received from the Holy
Spirit.

He may not be at liberty to impart at once some of the
information he receives. Perhaps it is to be held until
certain developments have taken place; or perhaps the
light is given fully to orient the prophet, but he is not at
liberty to disclose all that is revealed to him.

REVIEW, JANUARY 12, 1978




A

1spiration

By Arthur L. White

L ]

Because they have had

a prophet in their midst,
Seventh-day Adventists have seen
firsthand how inspiration

operates.
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His mind thus becomes a reservoir or ‘‘bank,’” as it
were, from which, when circumstances demand, he is
ready to speak forth. Often there 1s immediate need for
the message.

How the light came to Ellen White

Note the simplicity of the language used by Ellen
White in a description of how light came to her in her first
vision: ““While I was praying at the family altar, the Holy
Ghost fell upon me, and I seemed to be rising higher and
higher, far above the dark world. 1 turned to look for the
Advent people in the world, but could not find them,
when a voice said to me, ‘Look again, and look a little
higher.” At this I raised my eyes, and saw a straight and
narrow path, cast up high above the world. On this path
the Advent people were traveling to the city, which was
at the farther end of the path.””—Early Writings, p. 14.

Analyzing this statement, we observe that her coming
into vision is described by the words ““The Holy Ghost
fell upon me.’’ Although she remained bodily in the room
where she was praying at the family altar, to her it
seemed that—

1. She was rising above the world.

2. She turned to look for something.

3. She could not locate that which she sought.

4. She heard a voice speaking to her.

5. She obeyed the command of that voice.

6. Raising her eyes, she observed the Advent people
traveling.

7. She viewed their destination.

8. Later, she seemed to be with them as they enjoyed
their reward.

Thus it is clear that to her the experiences in vision
were real. She was seeing, feeling, hearing, obeying, and
acting in faraway places, though bodily she remained in
the room. Those in the room with her did not see what
she saw or hear what she heard. It was more than a
moving picture; she was a participant in the action. Later
she related or wrote out in her own words these experi-
ences.

Oftentimes while in vision Ellen White would be con-
veyed to a home or an institution, and then she would be
conducted from room to room or department to depart-
ment. She would seem to be in the councils that were
held, would witness the actions of council members, hear
the words spoken, and observe the surroundings in gen-
eral.

In 1887, from across the Atlantic, she wrote to one of
the workers regarding the detrimental policies pursued in
one of the institutions. Note how she received her infor-
mation: ‘I arose at three o’clock this morning with a
burden on my mind. . . . In my dreams I was at ... s
and [ was told by my Guide to mark everything I heard
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and to observe everything I saw. I was in a retired place,
where I could not be seen, but could see all that went on
in the room. Persons were settling accounts with you,
and I heard them remonstrating with you in regard to the
large sum charged for board and room and treatment. |
heard you with firm, decided voice refuse to lower the
charge. I was astonished to see that the charge was so
high.’’—Letter 30, 1887.

At times she was shown buildings not vet erected but
which in the future would constitute a.part of institu-
tions. She referred to one such instance in a letter written
in 1903: ‘I have been thinking of how, after we began
sanitarium work in Battle Creek, sanitarium buildings all
ready for occupation were shown to me in vision. The
Lord instructed me as to the way in which the work in
these buildings should be conducted in order for it to
exert a saving influence on the patients.

“*All this seemed very real to me, but when I awoke, [
found that the work was yet to be done, that there were
no buildings erected.

“‘Another time I was shown a large building going up
on the site on which the Battle Creek Sanitarium was
afterward erected. The brethren were in great perplexity
as to who should take charge of the work. I wept sorely.
One of authority stood up among us, and said, ‘Not yet.
You are not ready to invest means in that building, or to
plan for its future management.’

‘“At this time the foundation of the Sanitarium had
been laid. But we needed to learn the lesson of wait-
ing.”’—Letter 135, 1903.

Symbolic representations given

Two consecutive paragraphs from a personal testi-
mony addressed to a prominent worker of earlier years
illustrate how life’s experiences were sometimes repre-
sented symbolically: ‘““Many other scenes connected with
your case have been presented to me. At one time you
were represented to me as trying to push a long car up a
steep ascent. But this car, instead of going up the hill,
kept running down. This car represented the food busi-
ness as a commercial enterprise, which has been carried
forward in a way that God does not commend.

““At another time you were represented to me as a
general, mounted on a horse, and carrying a banner. One
came and took out of your hand the banner bearing the
words, ‘The commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus,” and 1t was trampled in the dust. I saw you
surrounded by men who were linking you up with the
world.”’—Letter 239, 1903.

At times the events of the past, present, and future
were opened up to Ellen White in panoramic view. It
seemed to her that she witnessed in rapid succession the
vivid enactment of the scenes of history. I quote here a
few sentences from her Introduction to The Great Con-
troversy, giving us a glimpse of this means of enlighten-
ment of her mind: ‘‘As the Spirit of God has opened to
my mind the great truths of His word, and the scenes of
the past and the future, | have been bidden to make
known to others that which has thus been revealed—to
trace the history of the controversy in past ages, and
especially so to present it as to shed a light on the
fast-approaching struggle of the future.”’—Page xi.
(Italics supphed.) |

Continued next week
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FOR THE YOUNGER SET

Those horrid creatures

By AUDREY LOGAN

Sue lived on a farm and
loved it. She knew all the
cows by name: Bertha, with
the gentle eyes; Daisy, who
kicked if she didn’t like you;
and Clara, who shook her
head when you patted her
nose.

Oswald, the Bantam
rooster, was her favorite
among the poultry. She
couldn’t quite decide which
of the farm horses she liked
best-—probably Ginger, be-
cause he pulled the little
two-wheeled carriage so
gently when they went for a
ride.

But Sue hated the animals
that loved to haunt the barns
and eat the chickens’ food.
They were fat and furry and
had long tails. Yes, you’ve
guessed right—they were
rats! There didn’t seem to be
anything nice about them at
all. But, would you believe
it, Sue learned a very im-
portant lesson from these
horrid creatures.

One day as she was wan-
dering among the farm
buildings, she stopped in
horror, for out of the shad-
ows emerged three rats. She
would have run away, but
they looked so funny that
she just had to stand and
watch. The center rat had a

long straw between his teeth
and the ends were held by
the two other rats.

Absolutely fascinated,
Sue followed and watched
as they moved in line to a
stream, where they slithered
in, all still holding the straw.

Cautiously, she moved a
little closer. She saw the rats
splash around, then edge
back to the bank and
clamber out of the water,
still grasping the straw.

I wonder why they are still
holding on to that piece of
straw? Sue asked herself.
When she peered closer, she
found that the middle rat
was blind. His friends were
guiding him around by the
straw he held in his teeth.
Today they had taken him
for a swim. The three ro-
dents ambled back and dis-
appeared into the depths of
the barn.

Sue stood for a long time
thinking about what she had
seen.

“Well, 1 still don’t like
rats,”” she said to herself,
““but if pests like that can be
kind to one another, cer-
tainly we humans should
help our friends.”

How right she is. Jesus
said, “‘Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me”’
(Matt. 25:40).
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““They have
never told me”

“To feed men and not to love them

is to treat them as though

they were barnyard cattle.”

By STEVE CINZIO

When I entered the classroom my students all seemed
to be engaged in some learning activity. After giving me a
hurried glance, Georgina buried her face in her work.

As inconspicuously as possible I took a zig-zag route to
her desk. She looked up, grinned, and said a half-whis-
pered ‘‘Hello.”” Returning the greeting, I asked, ‘“May 1
please see your assignment?”’

““Yes, sir,”” she replied, and flipped back the pages to
the beginning of her book.

Leafing the pages, the heading ‘““Love’ caught my
attention. Brightly colored ‘‘heart’’ patterns made an
interesting border around the word. And then—I find it
hard to describe my feelings—those words torn from
Georgina’s inmost depth stared at me from the pages.
They cried their melancholy message with starkness and
complete honesty. ‘I suppose my parents love me. They
have never told me.”’

Instantly my thoughts raced back to the little home that
I had left that morning, my mind trying to find peace,
trying to find an honest affirmative to the question that
echoed and re-echoed in the recesses and convolutions of
my brain, Did I tell my loved ones today that I love
them?

The letters on the page became indistinct, and [
couldn’t read further.

I thanked the young pupil politely and left the
classroom. I wandered among the groups of happy,
laughing children.

Can you honestly remember when you last told those
near to you that you love them? The tragedy of today’s
generation is that there are millions of Georginas, untold,
unloved.

Inthis *“‘gadget’” age it is easy to run life’s race without
stopping to catch our breath to whisper, ‘“You mean so
much to me.”’

He was just an urchin from a city slum, so the story

Steve Cinzio is a teacher at Alawa Primary School,
Alawa, Northern Territory, Australia.
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goes. Reluctantly he accepted the invitation to spend
some time on a farm by a quiet lake.

Some of the other children began building a raft from
old rotting logs. No one asked him to help. He just stared
as the boys busied themselves with the logs and rope.

Longingly, he gazed as the children pushed the home-
made raft into the water. The sail was hoisted, and the
gentle breeze blew the raft on the smooth water.

“Help!” The cry electrified the group of picnickers.
The urchin responded in a flash. The raft had overturned
and one child was floundering. The cold autumn water
made him gasp as he plunged into the depths.

Soon the rescued was on the shore, protected by warm
blankets. The rescuer stood on the shore some distance
away from the excited group.

Finally someone suggested that they collect a few
coins for the brave boy.

Walking over to where he stood shivering, the one
appointed to present the reward said, ‘‘Son, we want to
give you this money to show our appreciation.”’ The
urchin looked at the money, then into the eyes of his
benefactor and said, ‘‘I don’t want your money, mister,
but if you want to do something for me, won’t you please
send someone to love me?”’

The philosopher Mencius once said, ““To feed men and
not to love them is to treat them as though they were
barnyard cattle.”

Could it be that amid the plenty of this world someone
near you is starving? When did you last ‘‘feed’” them?
Love them? O

The words she had written told their melancholy message with stark
honesty. ‘‘I suppose my parents love me. They have never told me.”
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The call and the conviction

How is one who receives an official call to service to know whether

God wishes him to accept the call?

By VIRGIL E.

One morning as the workers in Ellen White’s home in
Australia were rising from prayer, ready to go about their
respective duties, a man who had arrived the previous
evening stepped to the front.

“‘Please be seated,’” he requested. ‘‘I have a message
from the Lord.”” Obediently the group sat down.

The visitor said: ‘“We will sing number

Mrs. White spoke up, ‘“No, we will not sing again.’’

But the man repeated, ‘‘We will sing number >

““‘Brother,”’ Sister White spoke emphatically but not
unkindly. <“We will sing no more. We have sung, we have
read the Bible and prayed. If you have a message from
the Lord, tell it.”’

““Yes, I have a message,’” said the visitor. ‘I saw that
we are to go to America and give the message, ‘Babylon
is fallen.’”’

““Who is to go to America?’’ asked Ellen White.

“Why, you and Miss McEnterfer, W. C. White, Mrs.
Starr, Elder Starr, and myself.”’

“*‘My brother,”’ said Mrs. White, ‘‘your message is not
from the Lord.”” She went on to point out the great work
yet to be done in Australia. She concluded by saying,
‘““We are busy, and now we are all going about our work.
I will turn you over to Brother Starr.”’

Elder Starr talked with the misguided brother. The
man seemed bitterly disappointed that his message had
not been instantly accepted and acted upon. He told
Elder Starr that when Mrs. White told him that his
message was not from the Lord, all his self-confidence
evaporated.

““Well, that’s a fine thing to get rid of,” replied Eider
Starr. He then proceeded to ask the man whether he
really had “*seen’’ something, or whether it was more like
an impression that they were all to go to America.

The man admitted that it was more like an impression.
After praying with him, Elder Starr sent him back to
Melbourne.

An experience such as this raises the question, How is
a person to know, when he feels called to some form of
service, whether it is God who is calling him or whether it
is simply an impression? If the call comes through a
committee, must the recipient accept it, regardless of
personal convictions? An incident that occurred during a
General Conference session nearly a century ago sheds
light on this difficult question.

At the General Conference session in Battle Creek,
Michigan, in March, 1891 (this was the first biennial

LX)

Virgil E. Robinson, missionary to Africa, recently retired
from the Home Study Institute, where he was senior
editor. He is presently writing a biography of W. C. White
and is living in Takoma Park, Maryland.
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session conducted by Seventh-day Adventists: previous
to this meeting, the sessions had been held annually;
from 1891 onward for a time, they were held every other
vear), the delegates who met with O. A. Olsen, General
Conference president, found many important matters
waiting their attention. Not the least of these was how to
provide leadership for the growing work in South Africa.

Friction brings change

Four years had passed since the first two missionary
families from America had been sent to that field. C. L.
Boyd and D. A. Robinson had made a strong beginning.
For some reason the mission board had failed to desig-
nate either man as leader. As a result, when friction
began to develop, Elder Robinson gracefully left, re-
turning to his former field of work in England. By 1891,
Elder Boyd had been four years in the field. Now he was
returning home, broken in health. Who would succeed
him?

The Lord had already laid a burden for the South
African work upon A. T. Robinson, younger brother of
D. A. Robinson and president of the New England Con-
ference. But with no one, not even his wife, did he share
this burden that lay upon his heart.

As the General Conference leaders considered the
names of strong men available for such a post, their
attention was directed to R. C. Porter, president of the
Minnesota Conference. When the nominating committee
brought in his name, the delegates attending the session
voted that he take charge of the growing work in South
Africa. Naturally the delegates wondered what Elder
Porter’s response would be. He asked for permission to
speak.

In a few brief words, he stated his inmost feelings. He
wanted to do the Lord’s work in the Lord’s way, but
somehow he felt no burden for the work in South Africa.
The prospect seemed dark to him. But, he concluded, if
the church appointed him to that field, he would not
refuse to go, even though he personally saw no light in
the call.

Elder Olsen listened sympathetically. Aware that an
appointment to such a distant land, and to a different type
of work, would appear difficult to Elder Porter, he asked
him to make no hasty decision, but to consider the matter
prayerfully. He also invited the other leading men to join
in praying that the right worker might be found for South
Africa.

When the session reopened the next morning, Elder
Olsen took up the matter again.

““What about it, Roscoe [Porter]?’’ he asked. ““Do you
begin to see some light in this call?”’

Elder Porter shook his head.
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**No, it is darker than ever. I see no light whatever that
would indicate that my duty lies in South Africa.”

Elder Olsen was perplexed. That the Lord had a leader
for the South African field, he never doubted. But how
was the Lord’s choice going to be revealed? Suddenly, he
picked up a pencil and pointed it directly at A. T.
Robinson, who was sitting across the table from him.

““I believe the Lord has laid this burden on you, my
brother,”” he said with conviction.

Elder Robinson appeared startled and embarrassed.

“I can’t imagine what makes you think that,”” he
replied, trying to retain a noncommittal expression on his
face.

““Think about it; pray overit,”’ urged Elder Olsen as he
prepared to introduce other items of business.

At noon when the other delegates headed for the dining
room, Elder Robinson fled to the woods to seek the Lord.
There, on his knees he yielded his own personal prefer-
ences into the hand of God and promised to go wherever
he was most needed. That afternoon he told Elder Olsen
and the delegates that for weeks he had felt a burden for
Africa. The men who had been struggling to solve their
problem smiled, especially Elder Porter. ‘*‘Amen! Amen!
Praise the Lord,”” was heard on all sides.

So Elder A. T. Robinson and his family went to South
Africa and worked there for five years while Elder Porter
remained in the United States and served as president of
the New England Conference. It is interesting to note
that 16 years later Elder Porter did travel to South Africa,
where he took charge of the work for five years.

Another incident that happened years before, at the
1868 General Conference session, also sheds light on
God’s manner of calling people. As was customary, the
ministers from various parts of the North American field
indicated places where they felt impressed to work, and
on this basis various assignments were made.

Meanwhile, out in California, Dr. M. G. Kellogg and a
handful of believers had been pleading for workers to
come to that promising field, even sending a generous

A. T. Robinson
accepted the call
of the 1891 Gen-

eral Conference

session to go to

Africa to direct

the work of the

church there.
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donation to help meet the cost of such a venture. Coming
to the session, Dr. Kellogg made a personal, stirring
appeal. When nearly all the ministers had been placed,
James White asked whether anyone felt a burden for
California. John N. Loughborough immediately stood up
and said that for some time his mind had been exercised
in that direction. He was ready to go.

James White then pointed out that the Master had sent
out His disciples two by two. Was there another man
who realized the urgent needs of California? D. T.
Bourdeau stood and admitted that for some time his mind
had been turning toward California. In fact, so strong had
been the impression that he would go to a new field after
this session that he had already sold his furniture and was
free to go immediately. It did not take long for the
delegates to appoint these two dedicated men to the
California field.

Most, if not all, workers at some time or other have
faced the question, How shall I know whether the call I
have received is truly a call from God? Ellen White
pointed out that ‘‘no man’s judgment should be surren-
dered to the judgment of any other one man.’—Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, p. 260. She pleaded with her brethren
not to be arbitrary in making appointments. Everyone
has access to the same illuminating power, she declared.
““As God’s free agents, all should ask wisdom of
Him.”’—Ibid., p. 284. But how are they to be sure that
they are walking in the light and following divine guid-
ance?

Helpful counsel

Some 40 years ago, the manager of one of the church’s
large sanitariums was invited to accept supervision of
another, larger institution. He was reluctant to go. He
had several children who were attending a nearby col-
lege. Yet, he thought, if the Lord wants me to go, it is my
duty to respond. Finally, he asked counsel of a longtime
friend, W. C. White. Elder White was surprised by the
question. .

“Po you mean to tell me, Myron,”” he asked, placing
his hand on the younger man’s shoulder, ‘‘that after all
these years in the Lord’s work, you haven’t learned how
to get down on your knees, ask God a question, and get
an answer?’’

The man hadn’t thought of it that way. He promised to
follow the suggestion. On his knees he prayed the prayer
of Paul on his way to Damascus. ‘‘Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?”” No one ever prays that prayer sincerely
without receiving an answer. Accepting the call, the
worker was richly blessed.

Ellen White never subscribed to the belief that the
voice of the committee is invariably the call of God.
Though holding the General Conference leadership in
high esteem, she recognized that ‘‘At times . . . a small
group of men entrusted with the general management of
the work have, in the name of the General Conference,
sought to carry out unwise plans.”’—Ibid., pp. 260, 261.

Because of such eventualities, it is well that a person
who is called receive a confirmatory conviction from the
Holy Spirit before he accepts an official call. God will not
leave the sincere inquirer in the dark. He may claim the
promise ‘‘I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go. 1 will guide thee with mine eye’’ (Ps.
32:8). [
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RESPONSE FROM READERS

Is Takoma Park
another Battle Creek?

The RevVIEwW editors
should be commended for
devoting an entire issue to
the Review and Herald plant
fire in Battle Creek. I would
like to see issues devoted to
other themes in Adventist
history.

The December 8 issue
contains the usual strengths
and weaknesses of bhaving
several authors focus on
one theme. The greatest
strength is the diversity of
views. The major weakness
is the limited treatment
given to the denominational
climate in Battle Creek in
1901 to 1903 and its relation-
ship to contemporary events.
How can John Harvey Kel-
logg be mentioned only once
in an entire issue devoted to
the publishing-house fire and
the subsequent move to Ta-
koma Park?

A careful study of The
General Conference Bulle-
tins for 1901 to 1903 and
Richard Schwarz’s studies
of Kellogg reveals that Kel-
logg’s influence and work in
Battle Creek during this
period was all-pervading.?
During the 1901 General
Conference session in Battle
Creek he probably reached
the height of his influence.
He presided over several
sessions of his medical as-
sociations during the pro-
ceedings, received pub-
lic praise from Ellen White,
who was his house guest at
that time, and made numer-
ous speeches, one of which
was included under a section
entitled, “‘Our Best Meet-
ings.”” However, Ellen
White continued to urge
church members to move
out of Battle Creek almost
every time she spoke pub-
licly at the 1901 session. She
emphasized continually the
need to establish and finance
work in large Eastern cities,
the South, Australia, and
Europe, rather than focusing
on one town.

The REVIEW issue should
have described more fully
the size of the work in Battle
Creek. At that time only one
Adventist center existed—a

center with large institutions
that took high percentages
of the church’s work force.
W. W. Prescott emphasized
at the 1901 session that the
General Conference em-
ployed 1,500 worldwide
workers compared to the
nearly 2,000 employees of
the Kellogg-headed Interna-
tional Medical and Mission-
ary Benevolent Associa-
tion.2 Of these 2,000 medical
workers, 713 worked at the
Battle Creek Sanitarium, a
high number when com-
pared to the 1,500 working
for the General Conference.

The Battle Creek map on
page 9 of the REVIEwW
showed only three buildings
as part of the sanitarium
complex, but Kellogg re-
ported that the sanitarium
owned 20 buildings and
rented another 80 buildings
around town for housing.?
Not only did many workers
reside in Battle Creek but
40 percent of the entire
church’s membership lived
in the northern area between
Ohio and Nebraska. The
Battle Creek church, the
only church listed separately
in General Conference sta-
tistical reports, consisted of
2,100 members.4 Some have
estimated that several thou-
sand more Adventists prob-
ably lived in the town who
had not transferred their
memberships.®

Kellogg fell from his posi-
tion of influence during 1902
and 1903 as he and Arthur
Daniells, chairman of the
General Conference Execu-
tive Committee, clashed on
many issues. Daniells even
told a General Conference
Committee that Kellogg’s
““imperious will”’ needed to
be broken, while Kellogg in-
creasingly referred to Dan-
iells as being like a king. By
the 1903 General Confer-
ence session in Qakland,
Kellogg no longer held the
high influence of earlier
years.® He challenged the
attempt of several church
leaders to have the church
take over legal control of all
church institutions, which

up to this time could be by
individual stockholders. He
openly criticized church
leaders for failing to follow
good health practices. He
also defended rebuilding in
Battle Creek the sanitarium
while Ellen White publicly
criticized him for his actions
and teachings. We could
argue that moving out of
Battle Creek also repre-
sented an attempt to get
away from Kellogg, the
town’s dominant personal-
ity, especially in the light of
his growing disagreements
with church leadership.

On page 9 of the REVIEW,
maps of Battle Creek and
Takoma Park appear with-
out comment. But elsewhere
in the issue it is noted that
Adventists have followed
Ellen White’s admonition at
the 1903 General Confer-
ence session to follow God’s
instruction to make centers
in many places.? I think this
point needs further empha-~
sis. Unlike Battle Creek in
1902, today Takoma Park
represents one of many Ad-
ventist centers around the
world, such as Berrien
Springs, Orlando, Sao
Paulo, Collonges, and Sin-
gapore.

Does the Takoma Park
area have an inordinate
number of Adventists? The
1976 membership in the 32
churches within a 25-mile
radius of Takoma Park
(from Columbia, Maryland,
to Vienna, Virginia) com-
prises 0.4 percent (12,631)
of Adventism’s worldwide
membership and 2.4 percent
of the North American Divi-
sion’s membership. Church
membership in the three Ta-
koma Park churches com-
prises 0.2 percent (5,148) of
worldwide membership and
1.0 percent of the North
American Division’s mem-
bership. In fact, the Takoma
Park churches founded sev-
eral outlying churches.
Though many Adventists
live in Takoma Park, most
Adventists in the Washing-
ton area live In scattered
communities spread over a
wide region.

The Adventist work force
in Takoma Park does not
come close to approximating
the 20 percent that worked
in Battle Creek in 1902. Only
2.5 percent of the total Ad-
ventist work force works in
Takoma Park. If we exclude
the 1,532 workers at the

Washington Adventist Hos-
pital, the figure is 1.5 per-
cent.®

Adventists move to an
area such as Takoma Park
for two major reasons: first,
the availability of work both
inside and outside the
church in today’s limited job
market. Today many Ad-
ventists are witnessing in
varied jobs from high Gov-
ernment positions to blue-
collar jobs. Second, an area
that can provide a kinder-
garten-through-college edu-
cation in Adventist schools
is important to Adventist
parents. Annual costs for
education in the Takoma
Park area run $560 for ele-
mentary schools, $1,365 for
a day academy, compared to
$3,100 for a boarding acad-
emy, and $3,135 for com-
muting college students
compared to $4,635 for dor-
mitory students. Not many
parents can afford this.

Has moving to Takoma
Park in 1903 been a positive
benefit to the church? Yes.
The fact that we have 32
churches in the Washington,
D.C., area rather than two
large Takoma Park churches
shows progress. Yet we
have not begun to reach this
vast metropolitan area as we
might. Many Adventists
have a vision for what the
local churches, educational
and medical institutions, and
General Conference might
accomplish together to learn
how to reach the secular
people who live in urban
areas. The answer is not to
leave but to attempt to fulfill
God’s vision for this great
city. Perhaps some lessons
can be learned here that can
be applied in urban areas
around the world where
most of today’s people
live.

RICcHARD C. OSBORN
Takoma Park, Maryland
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FAMILY LIVING

Dor’t spank so hard, Mamma—2

Don’t spank so hard verbally

By LAURA TORKELSON

As harmful as physical beatings are, verbal ones can be
more devastating. The old chant ‘‘Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but words can never harm me”’ is false.
Bones mend, but feelings may remain injured for a
lifetime., Commands to a child should be stated in such a
way that the child gets a clear meaning of what you are
expecting of him. For example, you may say, ‘‘I do not
like messy rooms in the house. I want you to clean your
room before you come to dinner. I’ll come back to check
it then.”” You should not say, ‘“You are so messy. You
just don’t mind living like a pig. Why don’t you ever
clean up your room?”’

In the first statement the child knows how you feel
about his messy room. He also knows what he is to do
and when. In the second statement he is belittled and
scolded, but he is not given directions. The first state-
ment is good for the child. The second statement de-
stroys his self-concept.

Laura Torkelson is a family counselor and free-lance
writer living in Woodridge, Illinois.

Making a child a well-disciplined

person includes reinforcement of his

positive actions, as well as

discouraging the negative.
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If after the first statement the child does not clean the
room, there should be no dinner. Be sure you have given
him a reasonable amount of time to perform the job, and
then stick to your word. If depriving him of his dinner is
going to bother you, don’t use it as a threat. Be sure
you make only statements that you can carry out. To give
in at this time is to lose your authority. For the child to
win is for you both to lose. If he further challenges, then
physical discipline may be one alternative that works.

A physically firm touch can convey authority in a
positive way to your child. A four-year-old who gets
whiny, mouthy, or demanding while you have guests and
who does not respond to his parents’ looks and gestures
need not be spanked while the guests are aware of what is
going on. Daddy can pick the child up without saying a
word as he leaves the room. If daddy holds him firmly
against his body, with no chance for the youngster to
struggle, and takes him to the child’s room and says,
“You sit here quietly for a few minutes. I'll come back
and get you,” he is evidencing to the child that he is in
full control.

A firm grip on the child’s wrist may work as well as
picking the child up bodily. Even a 10- or 12-year-old will
realize by that wrist grip that he is not in control. The
parent is quietly but firmly in control. Dr. James Dobson
suggests a pinch or full-hand squeeze of the shoulder
muscle will do the same thing when discipline must be
done unobtrusively and quietly.

Be considerate

When a child comes to you with a request that involves
no principle or challenge to authority, but the request
conflicts with your needs, you will find compromise to be
an acceptable solution. Listen to him quietly while he
tells you of his need and then tell him exactly how you
feel. If you can find a solution that comfortably meets
both your needs, you have taught your child a valuable
lesson. Knowing that you are considerate of his needs is
going to make him considerate of yours and those of
others. For example:

Bobby: Mom, Tom and Jim invited me to come to their
pool to swim. May I?

It’s hot, and I know it would really feel good.
But you remember we have company coming
this evening, and the lawn needs to be mowed,
and the garden needs hoeing, too. I'd like to
have those things done before they come.

Mom:
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Bobby: Oh, Mom, they won’t care if the lawn isn’t
mowed and the garden isn’t hoed. Tom and Jim
are my new friends, and I’m afraid they might
not ask me again if I don’t come.

You need to swim, and I need the yard mowed
and the garden hoed. It takes about an hour to
mow the lawn. You could do it before you go, or
come home about four o’clock and get it done
before our friends come. We can let the garden
go until tomorrow morning.

That’s great, Mom. I’'ll mow the lawn first so it
will be sure to be done. That’ll make my swim
even more fun and cooling. I'll call Jim and Tom
and let them know I’ll be there in about an hour.
I'll do the garden in the morning. Thanks,
Mom.

Compromise is used by ‘‘adult’’ adults to solve many
problems. Teaching children to solve their problems in
this way is important in lessons of unselfishness. It is a
major lesson in the larger definition of good discipline.
Mother gave in to an unexpected invitation that meant a
lot to her little boy. Bobby’s warm feelings toward her
are going to make him more likely to do nice things for
her.

Nagging is never an effective way to make a child
behave. A few lessons in this, and the child stops listen-
ing to mom or dad. He sizes up their requests as mean-
ingless. State your request once, clearly and reasonably;
then expect it to be carried out.

““Sally, I want you in bed by nine o’clock. It’s eight-
thirty now, so you have half an hour to finish what you’re
doing and get to bed.”” If there is need for compromise,
hear Sally out. She may have special homework that she
needs to finish, in which case you may want to revise
your deadline to nine-fifteen or nine-thirty. Her request

Mom:

Bobby:

INSPIRED GEMS

Inspired Gems

Favorite Bible texts

and Spirit of Prophecy quotations
selected by local conference
presidents of

North America.

C. E. Dudley
South Central Conference

® ‘‘Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath
great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry"” (Heb. 10:35-37).

® ‘‘The greatest want of the world is the want of men—men
who will not be bought or sold, men who in their inmost
souls are true and honest, men who do not fear to cali sin by
its right name, men whose conscience is as true to duty as
the needle to the pole, men who will stand for the right
though the heavens fall.”’— Education, p. 57.
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must be valid for you to change your mind, and your
request must be equally reasonable.

In Sally’s case a spanking may be the answer if she
does not get to bed on time, but there are other punish-
ments that can be equally effective. “‘Sally, it’s nine
o’clock and you’re not in bed. You’ve disobeyed and will
have to be punished. It makes a problem for everyone
when you’re tired in the morning. Tomorrow evening
I’'m going to insist that you go to bed a half hour early.”
The more closely the punishment ‘‘fits the crime,’’ the
more effective it will be. If car privileges are abused, the
natural consequence is that car privileges are removed.

Be consistent

Parents must be consistent with their rules and pun-
ishments, or the child will be bewildered. If jumping on
the bed is condoned at one time, he does not know where
he stands when he is punished for it the next time.
Children of parents who are inconsistent become con-
fused. ‘‘There is no figuring them out anyway, so why
try?’” The child concludes. He has, thus, no guidelines to
go by, and this is a dangerous position for a child to be in.

A child’s and an adult’s concept of time are widely
different. Ten minutes is a long time to a child. Rewards
and punishments are both more effective if administered
quickly. The time when punishment should be delayed is
when the parent is so angry that he is not rational. In such
a case, tell the child you will deal with it later.

After the punishment, the child often wants to be
loved, and this is good. The reassurance that even when
you punish him you stili love him is important to his
trusting you. It can be a time of particular closeness
between parent and child. Talking and explaining may be
more effective then than at any other time.

Children should not be punished for expressing their
feelings to their parents. It is only when feelings are
known that parents can deal effectively with the problem.

Child: Mom, it makes me angry when you don’t let me
go hunting with John.
Mom: I’m sorry it makes you angry. I know it disap-

points you, but 1 don’t like you to kill animals.
Besides that, it’s not safe. I don’t want any
accidents to happen to you if 1 can help it. My
rule still stands.
In this case mom has accepted her child’s feelings, but
her authority still is in force. In another instance it may
be different.

Jane: Mom, you aren’t being fair. Jeff got to go with-
out finishing his work, but you won’t let me.
Mom: 1can see where you feel it’s unfair. I'm going to

have to watch myself. I'll try to make this up to
you, Jane.

Mom is not going to lose ground by admitting her mis-
take. She would have lost ground if she had defended
herself and Jane had gone on thinking mom was not fair.
Children do not discount parents who admit they make
mistakes.

Children dislike being isolated, and isolation can often
be an ideal punishment. Children who fuss constantly are
making a bid for your attention and for reinforcement
from you. Taking sides can be unwise, because a mani-
pulating child can cause problems for others, but the
youngster can still look innocent in the squabble. A good
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plan for settling small disputes is to say calmly, ““You’re
fussing again. Tim, go to your room, and, Sarah, you go
to yours. I’ll set the timer on the clock and when it rings
you may come out again.”’ The setting for these offenses
can be for as little as five minutes and still be effective. It
is surprising how isolation for short periods of time
without the parent’s also entering the dispute will soon
bring fussing among siblings to a minimum. [t is impor-
tant that the parent stays calm at these times.

Never give in to a child who is making a request in an
objectionable way. If you do, you are teaching him to ask
again in the same manner. The child who gets what he
wants after a temper tantrum or whining is being taught
to ask for what he wants again in the same way. He’ll use
techniques that work. When your child comes to you
with a question, don’t tune him out. I’ve seen children
repeat a question ten or more times before a parent even
signals that he’s heard the child. It doesn’t take any
longer to answer the child after the first time he asks than
it does after the tenth time. Don’t drive him to despera-
tion. It hurts anyone’s self-esteem to be ignored.

Making a child a well-disciplined person includes rein-
forcement of his positive actions, as well as discouraging
the negative. More than any other reward, the child
wants his parents’ approval. Parents need to notice the

good things their children do and comment on them. The
child will repeat the actions that have received your
approval until they become good habits. I like Haim
Ginott’s suggestion that we compliment the act and not
the child. *“Your room looks so neat now. The bed is so
nice and smooth.”’ This is much better than saying, ‘“You
are such a good bed-maker and room-cleaner.’’ The first
statement is interpreted as ‘‘Mom likes what T did; the
second statements says, ‘“What a good boy I am.”” The
first statement promotes a healthy seclf-esteem; the sec-
ond an unhealthy self-love.

I cannot close an article on discipline without com-
menting on the importance of parents’ modeling good
discipline for a child. ‘‘Children imitate their parents;
hence great care should be taken to give them correct
models. Parents who are kind and polite at home, while
at the same time they are firm and decided, will see the
same traits manifested in their children.”’—Child Guid-
ance, p. 215. “*This is a school of discipline to herself [the
mother] as well as to the child.”’-—Ibid., p. 216.

“Exact obedience in your family; but while you do
this, seek the Lord with your children, and ask Him to
come in and rule.”’—1Ibid., p. 244. If this is the formula
by which parents discipline their children, there can be
no mistakes. ™
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ESPECIALLY FOR MEN By w. R. L. SCRAGG

Late-seventies morality

There’s no question about
it. A new brand of sexual
morality has become re-
spectable in the late seven-
ties. It’s been growing since
the early fifties and now has
almost complete control of
the thinking of secular man.

In the new morality, sex-
ual promiscuity doesn’t
matter so long as no one is
hurt. In fact, among the
young searching for identity
and acceptance it’s to be en-
couraged.

Divorce evokes little of
the shame and censure it
once did. The vows are
sworn with unspoken pro-
visos, the blessings pro-
nounced as a ritual without
belief in their efficacy.

Homosexuality has crept
‘‘out of the closet’’ and
parades as an acceptable al-
ternative. With it a hundred
other horrid perversions
have adopted the mask of
respectability.

How did it happen? We
might point to science and
the advent of the pill. The
media have deliberately set

about to feed ‘‘public
taste,”’ both forcing and fol-
lowing its descending spiral.

Establishment organiza-
tions—churches, commis-
sions, congressional and

parliamentary committees,
and even the judiciary—
have hastened the trend.

The trouble is that a lot of
good people, including pro-
fessed Christians, have got
themselves all mixed up on
some of these issues. They
no longer see clearly what is
right and what is wrong.
Morality has taken on a
grayness; it swirls in a mist
around them. At times they
see right from wrong clearly.
At times they mistake the
wrong for the right, and all
too often they just simply
don’t know anymore.

Take, for example, the
thrust for acceptance by ho-
mosexuals. It doesn’t seem
appropriate to condemn an
entire group of people in
today’s climate of humanis-
tic tolerance of all religions,
all philosophies, all life
styles, all moralities.

Yet the Christian should
have no doubt. Romans 1:26
and 27 spell out God’s view
of homosexual acts. Of
course, we can be oversim-
plistic and condemn the per-
son with the act, forgetting
that the homosexual can ob-
tain repentance and forgive-
ness just as much as can the
adulterer.

While society continues to
argue whether homosexual-
ity is the result of early
identification problems, se-
duction, cultural pressures,
or genetics, the Christian
should never be in doubt
about the morality of homo-
sexual acts and life styles.

This may seem to be a
hard line. But it is the Bibli-
cal one and it’s no harder
than the line taken toward
alcoholism or drug addic-
tion, both of which stand
condemned by Christian
teaching while scientists and
psychologists continue to
argue causes. In all such
cases the reclamation of the
individual is justifiable and
appropriate while the acts
are unjustifiable and inap-
propriate.

And the same kind of
stand must be taken in other
areas of sexual morality.
Peter looks at sexual prom-
iscuity and perversion in
chapter two of his second

epistle. Paul condemns them
in Ephesians 5. Christ and
Paul proclaim one man-one
woman marriage which was
to last for life.

This part of being a Chris-
tian isn’t all that easy any-
more. Not that it ever was
easy. But when society
shared the Christian stance,
Christian morality at least
had popular and public sup-
port. Now the media, the
learned men, and even the
theologians pour their scorn
on Christian morality as out-
dated, unnecessary, prim-
itive, and even dangerous.

Some of the scorn, ridi-
cule, and anger that troubled
the apostolic believer now
descends on Christians in
the late 1970’s.

Well, did you ever think
being a born-again person
would make you either pop-
ular or understood by the
world?

On the other hand, have
you noticed that recently an
amazing number of psychol-
ogists, sociologists, and
media pundits have been
proclaiming the kind of mo-
rality that Christianity
espouses? Though the rea-
sons given may be different,
it is comforting to have com-
pany on what we sometimes
call the straight and narrow
way.
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YOUNG ADULT

In a moment of crisis,

like Hezekiah | spread out

my letter before the Lord.

By ALEEN HOOPER

I was seated at the breakfast table. The large picture
window framed the beautiful Tennessee valley sur-
rounded by hills where redbud and dogwood trees had
burst into full bloom. Wildflowers covered the hillside.
The Southern sunshine permeated my soul.

It was good to be alive. Each time I passed the window
I repeated my favorite text, indelibly stamped on my
mind: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord,
which made heaven and earth’ (Ps. 121:1, 2). David’s
words had long been a source of my strength.

For more than two weeks now my husband had lain
unconscious in the hospital. Although still oblivious to
his surroundings, he seemed to be gaining ground. At
least his vital signs were stable now. My heart gladdened
as I thought of this. I was sure that the Lord was going to
restore him to health. Our three young children and I
needed him so much.

One reason for my lightheartedness this morning was
that I had had my first night’s sleep in some time. I had
hovered over Boyd like a mother hen, leaving his bedside
only long enough to check on the children. I was grateful
for the good care they had been receiving from the
workers at the school where we lived.

About three years before, we had left our Indiana
home to help pioneer the work for handicapped youth in
Tennessee. The school was nestled among the hills in a

Aleen Hooper is a teacher at Southeastern Junior Acad-
emy, New Albany, Indiana.
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Y-shaped valley. Our home was in the upper right prong
of this thousand-acre farm. Here young people were
getting a new lease on life in the home that love had built.

The home-school had been started by two God-fearing
women. Many others subsequently had contributed their
time or money to sustain this work. The school thus
stands as a symbol of hard work and dedication. We had
considered it a real privilege to help in this corner of the
Lord’s vineyard. Here we had experienced many joys
and had suffered many hardships. This monumental work
had been to us a real source of spiritual growth. We had
learned to depend on the Lord and appreciate His good-
ness more fully.

A knock at the door aroused me from my thoughts. T
hurried to answer and flung the door open to greet a
friend from the school.

““Good morning.’’” Her face was wreathed in smiles. “‘I
brought your mail. How are you today?’’

““Good morning, Laura. I appreciate your thoughtful-
ness. I feel great this morning, as though I had never
missed a night’s sleep. Won’t you come in?”’

““Just for a minute. Have you heard from the hospital
this morning?”’

““Yes. The nurses said Boyd had a good night, although
there is still no apparent sign of consciousness. I must get
to the hospital by midmorning. I want to see the doctor
when he makes his rounds. How are the children?’’

““Oh, they’re fine,”’ she assured me. ‘“They were hav-
ing breakfast when I left the school to pick up the mail.
I’'m glad you allowed us to keep them last night so you
could get some sleep for a change.”’

‘1 appreciate everything you’re doing, Laura. Won’t
you sit down for a minute?’’

““No, thanks. I need to get back and get some of the
boys out on the job.”

Laura was a dependable girl. She supervised the work
program of the students who worked outdoors. She had
been staying at our house with the children at night
because she felt they would be more content at home. In
the morning she took them to school and then went about
her work while they were in classes.

“I’ll stop at the school to see the children before I
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leave for town, Laura. Thanks again for your help.”’

She flashed a reassuring smile and departed. I could
hear the crunch of gravel as the jeep rolled down the
driveway.

““Thank You, Lord,”’ I breathed, ‘‘for such friends.”’
All through the day I found myself speaking to God. He
was my constant, understanding Partner these days.

T walked back to the kitchen and cleared the empty
dishes off the table. I decided to open the mail and take
care of our business before I left for town. Seated at the
table, 1 sorted the junk mail from the letters and cards.
What was this? The return address was that of the
hospital. The envelope had a little window. Must be a
mistake, I thought. Why were they sending that to me? 1
had worked in the insurance department at a hospital for
several years and was acquainted with billing. If it’s a
bill, it should have been sent to the insurance company. 1
slit the envelope with the letter opener and unfolded the
statement: ‘‘For services rendered, $1,399.95.”” A
handwritten note across the bottom read, ‘‘your insur-
ance will not cover. Remit immediately.”’

When I read the handwritten message, I sat there in
stunned silence. Surely this was not possible. ‘‘Lord,
what will I do?”” 1 stared out the picture window toward
the hills. My mind was flooded with misgivings. Surely
there was some mistake.

I knew the bills were mounting. Boyd had been admit-
ted the previous month for acute cholecystitis. After the
surgery he went into acute pulmonary edema. He was
responding to treatment, but he would still need special
care for some time. How could we pay this kind of bill?
We had donated our services to the school ever since we
arrived three years before, as did all the other workers in
this venture for the handicapped.

Help from the Lord

My favorite text again flashed into my questioning
mind: ‘I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help . . .”” My eyes dropped from the
hills across the valley to the opened book that still lay on
the table since my morning devotions. I pulled the book,
Morning Manna, a little closer and read the message
again: ‘‘And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of
the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into
the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord>’ (2
Kings 19:14). Hezekiah and Isaiah had remained calm
and trustful. They depended only on the Lord. I believe
this has a message for me, I thought. And like Hezekiah,
I, too, spread my letter before the Lord and prayed. The
Lord knew our situation. He would send the funds we
needed so desperately. ‘““‘And, Lord,”” I added, “‘please
continue to heal Boyd’s body, and send him home.”’

Across my memory flashed the image of a little insur-
ance booklet that Boyd had been sent when he received
his disability retirement five years before. It was from a
large, well-known company. I went to the metal box
where we kept our important documents and thumbed
through the papers until I located the little pamphlet.
Quickly I went back to my favorite spot and bowed my
head. Then I read the booklet slowly and carefully, and
the Lord helped me interpret the technical language. We
still had coverage, 1 discovered. There had been a mis-
take! ‘““Thank You, Lord,”” I whispered and slipped the
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letter and booklet into my purse. Quickly I finished the
necessary preparations for my trip to town.

At the hospital the woman in charge of collections sat
at her desk, looking prim and efficient. 1 stood in the
doorway. She motioned for me to have a seat.

“I"'m Mrs. Hooper. I received this statement today.”’

““Oh, yes,”” she replied. ‘“We received a telegram from
your insurance company. Your husband has just a few
hundred dollars of his benefits remaining. The bill is so
large we must have the amount paid immediately.”’

““But we don’t have that much money,”” I stammered.

““You must sign a bank note then.”’

*I can’t do that without talking to my husband. He’s
still unconscious, and i

“I’m sorry,”” she stated emphatically.

“I'm sure there must be some mistake.”’ I pulled the
booklet from my purse. “‘I’m sure he has more benefits
coming,”’ I insisted. ‘‘Let me show you this pamphlet.’’

‘“He’s been in the hospital several times this winter,
hasn’t he?”’ She continued without waiting for my reply.
“I’m sure an insurance company wouldn’t make a mis-
take like that.”’

Reassuring response

I laid the booklet on her desk. ‘‘Look, it says here that
a retired employee has one complete round of bene-
fits—120 days in the hospital at a semiprivate-room
rate.”” 1 pointed to the section as I read. Apparently 1
sounded convincing. She rose from her chair and walked
around the desk and peered over my shoulder.

‘““Say, ] believe you’re right. I'll make a telephone call
to the insurance company.”” Her smile was reassuring.

‘““How would you like a job in our insurance depart-
ment?’’

““I have three small children and 1 feel it is important
for a mother to take care of her children. It will be some
time before my husband is up and about, and he needs
me. I’'m afraid 1 can’t take the job now.”’

““Well, remember, if you ever need one, let us know.
Come back to the business office before you go home. 1
should know about this policy by then.”’

The day went by quickly. The nurses encouraged me to
go home to the children. They assured me they would
contact me if any change occurred. There was nothing I
could do for Boyd. He had definitely passed the crisis. 1
took one last look at him, thin and pale, lying very still.
But he seemed to be resting well. He had showed signs of
rallying. ‘‘Lord, heal his body,”’ I prayed, and reluctantly
departed.

I poked my head into the office of the credit manager.
She didn’t look like the same person I had visited a few
hours before.

““You were right.”” She was smiling and friendly. ‘“We
will wait and submit the bill when your husband leaves.
You should have very little—perhaps nothing at all—to
pay. Now hurry to your children and forget the bills.”’

I walked out into the mid-April night. The stars seemed
to twinkle in triumph. The air was refreshing. I had a
bounce in my walk. Despite the long day, I was not
weary. The click of my heels beat a rhythm on the walk
and burned the joyful message into my thoughts: ““My
help cometh from the Lord . . . My help cometh from the
Lord . ..” 1
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to move on-
devotional
books

lead the way

Senior Devotional—First Things
First, Robert Spangler.

Do you know what things are most
important to your future? With so
many things demanding time and
attention in this modern age, it's
important for growing Christians to
establish and act on their priorities.
First Things First, the senior
devotional book for 1978, aims to
help you recognize these priorities

and establish a pattern of
successful living, the center of
which is Jesus and His
righteousness. Hardback. $4.50.

Junior-Youth Devotionai—In
Step With Jesus, Robert H.
Pierson.

Help your favorite junior move on
toward heaven in 1978 by giving
him In Step With Jesus, the new
junior-youth devotional book. Full
of mission stories, personal
experiences, Bible illustrations, and
lessons from nature, this book will
give your junior direction and
incentive to keep on the right track
all year long. Hardback. $4.50.

Order from your local Adventist Book Center
or ABC Mailing Service, P.O. Box 37485,
Omaha, Nebraska 38137. In Canada, Box
398, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7L5. Please
include State sales tax where necessary,
and add 7 percent or a minimum charge of
50 cents for mailing. Prices slightly higher in
Canada.
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‘ Here s a simple idea that you can build
a beautiful buffet around. Loma Linda Blg
Franks

Big Franks are made from a nutritious
mixture of textured vegetable protein and
choice flavorings. There is no animal fat and
no cholesterol. Because there is no meat.

You'll want to try Loma Linda Lmketts
and Little Links, too.

Add an olive, a mushroom or a piece

" of pineapple to our Lmkett shces for

hors d'oeuvres.
For break-
fast ‘brown our
thtle Links in oil -
and serve Wlth

e NUTRIT!ON is ESSENTIAL

pancakes or hash browns '
Big Franks, Linketts and thtle Lmks
They re all dehc1ous, nutritious foods,
made from nature’s
vegetable products
by Loma Lmda

TASTE IS lMPORTANT ‘



FROM THE EDITORS

Evangelicals and Israel

In a surprise move, 15 prominent evangelical leaders
recently placed a full-page advertisement in The New
York Times and the Washington Post (Nov. 1) protesting
what they believed to be an ‘“‘erosion of American
governmental support for Israel evident in the joint
U.S.-U.S.S.R. statement.”’

This joint statement recommended, among other
things, a home for the Palestinians in Palestine.

Responding, the evangelicals declared, ‘“While the
exact boundaries of the land of promise are open to
discussion, we, along with most evangelicals, understand
the Jewish homeland generally to include the territory
west of the Jordan River.”’

According to Newsweek, this ‘‘group of evangelical
leaders wants Carter to believe that most born-again
Christians also oppose any such violation of Israel’s
‘divine right’ to the land first promised by God to Abra-
ham’ (Nov. 28, 1977, p. 126). This magazine quotes
Jerry Strober, a Jewish publicist and former evangelical
Christian, who helped prepare the advertisement, as
saying, ‘“ ‘This is Carter’s constituency and he’d better
listen to them. Evangelicals are not used to getting out on
political limbs, and this was a major step for them.””’

An affirmation of belief

The advertisement continues, ‘‘While we are sympa-
thetic to the human needs of all the peoples of the Middle
East, mindful that promises were made to the other de-

scendants of Abraham and concerned about the welfare

of Christians in all the countries of the Middle East, we
affirm as Evangelicals our belief in the promise of the
land to the Jewish people—a promise first made to
Abraham and repeated throughout Scripture, a promise
which has never been abrogated.’’

Among the signers were Hudson T. Amerding, past
president of the National Association of Evangelicals;
W. A. Criswell, pastor of the First Baptist church in
Dallas, Texas, the largest congregation in the Southern
Baptist convention; Harold Lindsell, editor, Christianity
Today; Kenneth Kantzer, editor designate, Christianity
Today; John F. Walvoord, president, Dallas Theological
Seminary; and Arnold T. Olson, coordinator, president
emeritus, Evangelical Free Church of America, and past
president of the National Association of Evangelicals.

The group stated, ‘“We would view with grave concern
any effort to carve out of the historic Jewish homeland
another nation or political entity, particularly one which
would be governed by terrorists whose stated goal is the
destruction of the Jewish state.”

The advertisement continues, ‘‘As Evangelicals we are
convinced that Israel’s future should not and will not be
determined by political intrigue, fluctuating world opin-
ion or the imposition of world powers. Rather, we put
our trust in the eternality of the covenant God made with
Abraham and we find comfort in the words of the prophet
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Amos—*‘And I will plant them upon their land, and they
shall no more be puiled up out of their land which I have
given them, saith the Lord thy God.” Amos 9:15.”

As evangelicals themselves admit, it is out of character
with them thus to step out on a political limb. Hailing this
shift in policy, the editor of Christian Century, James M.
Wall, declared, ‘“Since so many evangelicals have tra-
ditionally resisted involvement in secular politics—most
notably in recent years during the Vietnam War and in
the civil rights struggle—it is a reassuring sign to see this
development in the Middle East discussion.”’—Nov. 23.

But he went on to say, ‘‘The approach taken in the
advertisement, however, is not a positive contribution to
the discussion. The statement makes a strong case for
evangelical empathy with the State of Israel, linking the
Old and New Testament traditions, and reminding the
public that the people of Israel have a very special
place in Christian thought. But the signers overlook an
important difference between evangelical empathy
evoked by the biblical tradition and the assertion of a
specific territorial claim based on religious Scriptures.”’

A misuse of religion

Explaining what he meant, Editor Wall said, ‘“The use
of religious validation to settle secular conflicts is a
misuse of religion and a disservice to politics. Ours is a
multireligious world, filled with a rich variety of tribal,
institutional and national beliefs, all yearning toward an
understanding of ultimacy. Israel, surrounded by Arab
nations that interpret Scripture in quite a different fash-
ion from Jews or Christians, would lean on the weakest
possible support if its claim to its 1967 borders were to
rest even partially on Scripture.”’

Another full-page advertisement was placed in The
New York Times on November 15 by another group of 15
evangelicals, the first signature being that of Carl MclIn-
tire, president of the International Council of Christian
Churches. It, too, appealed for support for Israel on the
basis of scriptural references. The advertisement de-
clared, ‘“The covenants made with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob and their descendants by Almighty God are not a
myth or legend. These are clear and from God a land
grant and divine deed.”’

This advertisment goes beyond the earlier in appealing
to prophecy also for the determination of a homeland for
the Palestinians. Quoting Deuteronomy 2:5, ‘I have
given mount Seir [an area southeast of the Dead Sea]
unto Esau [the ancestor of the Arabs] for a possession,”’
the advertisement challenges the Palestinians to ‘‘show
the world what also can be done southeast of the Dead
Sea.”” It asserts, ““When both the house of Jacob and the
house of Esau claim the same land without regard for
God’s covenant and His past assignment, then God, the
God of the Bible, will indeed pronounce His judgment
which is even now falling upon mankind.”’

As does the Christian Century, we too take issue with
the evangelicals who framed these two advertisements.
Their contentions are based on an interpretation of
Scripture and of prophecy shared only by some Chris-
tians, not even all evangelicals.

We view with apprehension tampering with so explo-
sive a situation on the basis of a particular view of
Scripture. We look with alarm also on any pressuring of
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President Carter based on his evangelical conviction. As
a further example of such pressuring, we quote the fol-
lowing from the November 15 advertisement, ‘‘President
Carter, who is seen with his Bible on Sunday and for
whom millions voted because he was a born-again Chris-
tian, now presents an enigma and a disaster [because of
the U.S. refusal to vote for Israel in the United Nations’
resolution on October 28 to censure Israell.””

By their precipitous action, these zealous evangelicals
may be hindering the very cause they are trying to help.
Says Editor Wall of Christian Century, ‘‘Israel’s prime
minister is being harmed rather than helped by this
employing of biblical proof-texts on the part of Christian
evangelicals to answer political questions in the Middle
East.”” He concludes his editorial, ‘‘Biblical prophecy
anticipates a future of hope for humankind; it does not,
however, provide an atlas for establishing the geograph-
ical boundaries of the countries that seek that hope.”’

In our next editorial we will take a look at how the
Jews themselves view the prophecies relating to Israel.
We shall also look at the Biblical passages cited as
allegedly promising Israel its present expanded bounda-
ries. D. F. N

Situation ethics versus
Bible ethics

Recently a judge in a certain country acquitted a
government employee who, in order to get some time off
from his job, had presented a falsified medical certifi-
cate. The judge reasoned that the accused man was
justified in his cheating because he had used his free time
to work at a second job to earn more money so that he
could pay for the expenses of his home, for which his
salary was inadequate. Though it is one thing for a person
to sympathize with the hardships and troubles of his
neighbors, it is quite another to condone, with a judicial
verdict, his misconduct.

Whether the judge was familiar with the term ‘‘situa-
tion ethics’> we do not know, but his verdict was in
harmony with such ethics. In fact, situation ethics af-
firms that there are no absolute ethical principles; in-
stead, everyone must adapt his conduct to what he deems
is best to do under the circumstances.

For instance, if a widow with a small son and an
elderly mother to support is unable to find work to
sustain her loved ones, she could be justified under
certain circumstances, according to situation ethics, in
stealing or becoming a prostitute, for a time, at least.

But, according to the Bible, there are certain absolute
standards.

Daniel was willing to be thrown into the lions’ den,
when situation ethics could have given this advice:
““Since your life is in danger, God won’t expect you to
continue your routine prayers. After all, it’s only for
thirty days. Your mission is not yet completed.’’ Instead,
Daniel continued, as before, to pray three times a day,
and the Lord shut the lions’ mouths.

There is no doubt that situation ethics is used by many
to excuse deviations from the path of obedience and to
REVIEW. IANUARY 12, 1978

The Sheller

Alone with Thee, O God, alone with Thee!
So sings my heart; a joyous rapture mine.
My eye sweeps along the endless stretch of snowy sand—
Then dreamily 1 lift them to vast expanse of azure skies
Where lofty clouds pile high upon each other
To form a range of mountains of immeasurable height.
Oh, the breathtaking grandeur!
Eagerly I drink in the beauty of God’s lavish hand,

. The. deep blue of the Gulf meets the sapphrre sky
In _close- embrace o

CNot a speck ‘mars the honzcm from east to west.

;But near the shore, wh!tecaps announce the presence

| Of breakers whichrofl ‘with a mighty roar

”’;“'Only 10 shrmk mto gemle wavelets

what heavenly tranqurlley .
studded wvth gems of" mynad hues

justify sin on the grounds that they are following the
principle of ‘‘love,”” which they believe overrides the
principle of obedience.

But no one is ever justified in transgressing God’s holy
law. God has promised, ‘“No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He
will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but
with the temptation will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to endure it’” (1 Cor. 10:13, R.S.V.).

The government employee didn’t need to cheat in
order to get more money to pay the expenses of his
home. If he had been true to his faith, God would have
opened his Red Sea before him, and in due time would
have brought a solution to his problem.

Neither would the widow have needed to steal or
become a prostitute to preserve the lives of her mother
and son. If she had put her trust in the Lord, He would
not have abandoned her. No member of her family would
have needed to starve, because God is able to “‘provide
the way of escape.”’

The Lord Jesus died for us because He was willing to
be ‘““obedient unto death, even death on a cross’’ (Phil.
2:8, R.S.V.). He stands ready to give us all the power we
need to be obedient, irrespective of the situations of our
everyday lives.

We must shun the allurements of situation ethics. We
must remain faithful to the Lord, obedient to His com-
mandments, knowing He is always near us to help us
conquer temptation and give us the victory. G. C.
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The Fourth National Con-
vention of Philippine Litera-
ture Evangelists met October
24 to 29 in Baguio City, Phil-
ippines, where 2,148 dele-
gates, plus leaders and guests,
filled the convention hall.

At the opening meeting,
greetings from publishing
house managers, division and
union publishing directors,
former workers, and friends
from around the world were
read to the delegates. Greet-
ings from L. V. Finster, of
Riverside, California, were
received with spontaneous
applause, for it was Elder
Finster, now 104 years old,

E. A. Brodeur is personnel
manager of Southern Publish-~
ing Association, Nashville,
Tennessee.
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Philippine convention hosts
2,148 literature evangelists

who was the first overseas
missionary sent to the Philip-
pines and who baptized the
first Filipino convert.

In the opening remarks, E.
L. Villanueva, Philippine
Publishing House manager,
set forth the purpose of the
convention when he said,
‘““We are here to renew our
dedication, to focus our vi-
sion, and to commit our total
resources toward the fulfill-
ment of the vision in which
Ellen White saw ‘streams of
light that went clear round the
world.””’

The keynote address was
given by Bruce M. Wickwire,
General Conference Publish-
ing Department director, for-
merly Far Eastern Division
publishing director. Elder
Wickwire pointed out that

“millions find hope in Jesus
and the plan of redemption
through the books and maga-
zines that literature evangel-
ists bring to the homes of the
people. . . . Today, the world
waits for the call of the litera-
ture evangelist.”’

Former workers

Other former Philippine or
Far Eastern Division workers
joining me as guests included
Eric Ristan, Melvin Lyon,
Ernest Pender, Dean Jemson,
and Ben Moreno. Also pres-
ent was K. W, Tilghman, for-
mer manager of the Japan
Publishing House, now Re-
view and Herald Publishing
Association general manager.

Special features of the
week included the presenta-
tion of trophies to Dioniso P.

By E. A. BRODEUR

Lavisores, of the Davao Mis-
sion, who led 237 persons to
Christ since the last national
convention four years ago;
and to Florencia Jimenez for
the longest service record, 42
years. Mrs. Crispina Bolipata
was given the family award.
She is a literature evangelist in
the East Visayan Mission and
has four literature evangelist
daughters, Leticia, Erlinda,
Lusbella, and Jaime, all
working in different missions.

Stories were told by litera-
ture evangelists from all areas
of the islands. Seven young
women told of the experience
they had when a boat on
which they were crossing to
another island capsized, leav-~
ing them in shark-infested
waters for more than 18
hours. They prayed and sang
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These seven women literature evangelists were traveling from one island to another when their boat capsized.

They sang hymns and prayed for more than 18 hours in shark-infested waters before they were rescued unharmed.

the entire time, until all were
rescued. Prudencia Relojero,
one of the many publishing
department Bible instructors,
told of her literature evangel-
ist follow-up programs in the
city of Cahagnan through
which 36 persons have been
baptized.

There were also notes of
sadness at the counvention
when E. L. Demiar, South
Philippine Union Mission
publishing director, told how
three of his literature evan-
gelists lost their lives while

REVIEW, JANUARY 12, 1978

working m the civil-war area
of Mindanao.

On Sabbath the meetings
were moved to the University
of Baguio auditorium in order
to accommodate the large in-
flux of visitors. More than
4,000 listened to Lawrence
Maxwell, editor of the Signs
of the Times, as he pressed
home the message of pre-
paredness in today’s uncer-
tain world,

Sabbath afternoon V. L.
Bretsch, Far Eastern Division
publishing director, assisted

by his associate, A. N. San-
tiago, and the union leaders
led out in a consecration
service.

In 1960 when I was ap-
pointed Far Eastern Division
publishing director, there
were only 850 literature evan-
gelists in the division. Today,
there are more than 3,000 in
the Philippines alone. Litera-
ture evangelism has played a
large part in membership
growth in the Philippines,
where one out of 225 is a
Seventh-day Adventist.

Bruce M. Wickwire, General Con-
ference publishing director, spoke
to the literature evangelists on
the opening night of the meetings.
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Boston incident brings
blessings to Pine Forge

By CAROL CANTU

Many Adventists were
shocked recently to find the
name of Pine Forge Academy,
Pine Forge, Pennsylvania,
blazing in newspaper head-
lines and pictured on televi-
sion news all across the
United States. ‘‘Twelve stu-
dents and two teachers beaten
in a racially troubled section
of Boston,’” the headlines
read. The facts of the incident
are not unlike other racial en-
counters; yet the circum-
stances surrounding the un-
provoked attack and the
implications of the incident to
Pine Forge is the greater story
somehow missed by the media
but more important to us than
the narrative itself.

November 11 marked one
yvear from the time our cafe-
teria burned. Since the local
paper had carried the fire as
headline news, we asked The
Pottstown Mercury to carry
the story of a solicitation day
to raise money to rebuild the
cafeteria. On the day planned
for solicitation it rained. With
great disappointment we re-
scheduled our solicitation for
the following Monday, No-
vember 14. A group of stu-
dents who had planned a field
trip to Boston over the week-
end urged us to wait for their
return so they could partici-
pate. These students prom-
ised to include on their edu-
cational tour a Pine Forge
recruitment program at the
Berea Adventist church and
to make a fund-raising contact
at a travel agency.

Monday morning, Novem-
ber 14, began as an exciting
day on campus. At the 7:55
A.M. worship service we
prayed fervently for our so-
licitation day and for the stu-
dents who were to return that
evening from Boston.

Then we received news that
four of our students had been
assaulted in Boston along with

Carol Cantu is public-rela-
tions director at Pine Forge
Academy, Pine Forge, Penn-
sylvania.
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Charles Battles, their teacher,
and were in the hospital, being
treated for multiple wounds,
cuts, and lacerations. Mr.
Battles had called Auldwin
Humphrey, principal, to re-
port the attack, but Mr. Bat-
tles was so composed as he
related the matter that Elder
Humphrey could not imagine
it was an incident of the mag-
nitude that newsmen later re-
ported. Mr. Battles had said
that they were to be examined
and that he would telephone
again on leaving the hospital.

Calls from the media

Before Mr. Battles could
make his second call our lines
were crowded with calls from
the media. Although they
were calling us for informa-
tion, they were our first real
source of comprehensive in-
formation about our students.
We didn’t want to believe
their reporters, hence we
called the Boston police de-
partment and the hospital to
verify what seemed to us to be
outlandish reports.

To my amazement, both the
police department and the
emergency personnel had
more to say about the charac-
ter of the students and teach-
ers than about the incident.
The police verified that the
attack bhad occurred. They
also gave a brief report on the
apparent physical condition of
each student. But they elab-
orated on the maturity, inde-
pendence, and spiritual
strength of the students. They
remarked that the attitude of
the students toward their as-
sailants was truly Christian
and of a nature not witnessed
by them before. The police
said then that they hoped the
media would capture this spir-
itual, nonviolent aspect.

When 1 called the hospital
emergency room I received a
detailed report on the physical
condition of each: some were
still undergoing tests at this
point. At the end of the phys-
ical report the emergency-
room director added, “‘These

students and teachers are a
credit to your school. They
are demonstrating a training
that we rarely see.”” He men-
tioned their maturity and,
above all, their projection of
spiritual strength.

The praises that rang in my
ear linterpreted as a measure,
an evaluation, of the disci-
pline of Christian education.
Our philosophy, our aim,
‘““The harmonious develop-
ment of the physical, spirit-
ual, and mental powers,”” was
tested, and scored high.

When the remaining stu-
dents on campus heard of the

o R R gy

to the students and to check
firsthand on their well-being.

The story as reported from
the students and teachers was
this:

On leaving the Bunker Hill
monument in the Charlestown
section of Boston, they no-
ticed a car circle the area a
few times. At first there were
just two men in the car, but
later there were five. With the
approach of the public bus, .
for which the group was wait-
ing, the men sprang from the
car and began beating them
with golf clubs and hockey
sticks.

5

Students at Pine Forge Academy are learning that true education is the har-
moenious development of the physical, mental, and spiritual powers.

incident their immediate re-
sponse was silence, then
prayer. A depression gripped
the cafeteria; a few began to
weep softly. It was a difficult
decision to continue with our
plans. We had no idea at that
moment that radios and tele-
visions were already an-
nouncing in homes the attack
on Pine Forge students in
Boston.

When we approached
homes in the Pottstown area,
people whose hearts had been
touched gave generously to
our cause. In about five hours,
less than 100 students raised
more than $1,200. Our ad-
vance planning of the solicita-
tion day had alerted the com-
munity to our needs, but there
was no doubt that the Boston
incident had alerted them to
the merit of our cause.

The next morning I accom-
panied Elder Humphrey to
Boston to lend moral support

Their first reaction was to
protect the young women.
The six men began to gather
the eight women and push
them into the bus. Six of the
young women managed to get
safely inside the bus; two ran
for shelter down the street.
Then the men struggled to get
onto the bus themselves. Only
after they were on the bus did
anyone come to their aid, and
that was the bus driver, whose
help consisted of closing the
door on the assailants and
taking the group to the police
station. The young women
who had escaped the at-
tackers were picked up by the
bus two blocks down the
street,

When the group was to-
gether again, blood streaming
down some of the faces from
head injuries, their first words
were ‘‘Let’s have prayer.”’
There on the crowded bus,
with the passengers silent and
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unresponsive as if watching a
television program, the group
joined hands in open prayer.
They prayed for health,
strength, and protection.
They gave thanks that even
though they were blood-spat-
tered and in pain, they were
all conscious and felt spiritual
strength. They gave thanks
that even though no one else
came to their aid, God had
protected and encouraged
them.

In the police station they
intelligently and without hys-
teria gave their story. The in-
jured were taken to the hospi-
tal, and others were
questioned further. During
this interlude, the students
spotted the attackers’ car;
they also detected one of the
assailants lurking around the
police station. The students
were also able to make posi-
tive identifications from pho-
tographs.

The police were impressed
that the Pine Forge students
were calm, unrevengeful, and
articulate in their reports.
Those who could make posi-
tive identifications did so.
Those who had the slightest
doubts refused in any way to
make a judgment that might
incriminate an innocent per-
son.

When all had finally gath-
ered at the hospital they were
bombarded with news report-
ers, who were shocked that
amid blood and physical hurt
there existed a dearth of
anger. Again maturity, intel-
lectual excellence, and spirit-
val composure astonished the
listeners.

Young women attending Pine Forge Academy live in Kimbrough Hall.
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Boston Mayor Kevin White
met the Pine Forge group at
the hospital and apologized on
behalf of the city. He, too, ad-
mired the students and their
handling of the affair. Such a
delicate situation, if dealt with
wrongly, could have resulted
in a riot.

Help from strangers

Complete strangers came
forward to offer their help—
some to care for dry-cleaning
and laundry, others to provide
hotel accommodations, din-
ners, extended city tours, and
the like. The students were
advised to stay on to witness
at the legal proceedings,
which were expedited to ac-
commodate the students. One
after another, city dignitaries
expressed either by tele-
phone, letter, or in person
their apologies and their grati-
tude and admiration to the
group for their handling of the
situation.

At the end of the first
grand-jury session the district
attorney, his assistants, and
several jurors remarked on
the excellent cooperation of
the students. The kinds of
clues that give credence to a
testimony were evident in the
remarks of each who testified.

One juror was so impressed
with the articulation of the
students that she asked one to
tell her more about Pine Forge
Academy. How was it dif-
ferent, what was its philoso-
phy? Fred Walters answered
without hesitation, ‘‘Our
school is different because we
believe that true education is
the harmonious development

of the physical, mental, and
spiritual powers.”’

Reporters, jurors, Boston
officials, and even the mayor
himself asked for an invitation
to visit Pine Forge Academy.
Paul Parks, Massachusetts
secretary of education, re-
marked that he had just sub-
mitted to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education,
and Welfare a paper stating
that public education in its
design is not geared for the
masses, especially those who
are poor, black, or minority.
Mr. Parks is quite interested
in a school like Pine Forge as
a model of what education can
be.

The National Broadcasting
Company has expressed in-
terest in a television special
on Pine Forge and its philoso-
phy of ‘‘true education.” As
an immediate result of the
Boston incident, Mayor White
has consented to be a guest at
a fund-raising dinner for Pine
Forge Academy. Ron Dunfey,
owner of several hotels, has
donated the ballroom of the
Philadelphia Sheraton for the
event. Singer Clifton Davis, a
Pine Forge alumnus, has of-
fered to provide entertain-
ment along with ‘‘The
Brothers,”’ a popular Advent-
ist singing group.

Financial door opens

Much-needed and appre-
ciated donations have begun
coming in to the school from
alumni and businesses.

We at Pine Forge have seen
again how God makes even
the wrath of man to praise
Him (Ps. 76:10). Through the
Boston incident God let the
world get a glimpse of some of
the results of true education.
Financially, the door has been
opened for the academy to
receive more of God’s bless-
ings. Our enrollment, which
dropped last year, will un-
doubtedly increase as the
world evaluates and our own
Adventist members reeva-
luate what Pine Forge has to
offer.

We sometimes talk pessi-
mistically about the future of
our young people, but we at
Pine Forge are more con-
vinced than ever that God’s
work is in good hands with
youth who stood as these did
at Bunker Hill.

LEBANON

Health evangelism
begins anew

With the easing of tensions,
the first in a series of Five-
Day Plans to Stop Smoking
was held October 16 to 20 at
the Bekaa town of Zahle,
scene of heavy fighting and a
lengthy siege in 1975 and
1976. Ninety-three persons
enrolled on the first night. For
advertising, the Adventist
church in Zahle had passed
out 3,000 invitations and had
placed two large banners
across the main street. The
Plan was also announced in
the local paper. Meetings
were held in the French Cul-
tural Institute on the Boule-
vard de Brasil, in the town’s
premier shopping area.

Leading out in the launch-
ing of the Plan was Nathan
Dawood, the local pastor,
who had stayed at this Leba-
nese outpost through the con-
flict.

The audience grew night by
night, until it had more than
doubled, and people had to
stand through the 90-minute
presentation. The film used,
One in Twenty Thousand, was
not in the best condition, but
it held up through its first
showing and through the three
postsession showings re-
quested by the public.

The majority of those at-
tending the Zahle meetings
were in their teens and 20’s.
They were an extremely. ap-
preciative and cooperative
audience. One of them said,
“It was during the war that
many of us started to smoke.
Sometimes for weeks and
months there was no school
and no work in Zahle, and we
had nothing to do, so we
started smoking out of bore-
dom. When the fighting came
close, we were glad for a cig-
arette to calm our nerves.
Now we are glad to say
Khalas—finish!”’

This public-spirited project
has done much to enhance our
church’s image and has
sparked interest elsewhere.
Requests for the Plan are
coming in from towns and
larger villages in the Beka
valley. One prominent doctor
who had attended invited us
to make a presentation at a
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symposium for Beka doctors
and social workers in Novem-
ber. Already we are giving as-
sistance with lecture and
visual material to a newly
formed Beirut-based organi-
zation that is working in nar-
cotics education.

Jack MaHON

REVIEW Correspondent

Afro-Mideast Division

WEST AFRICA

Mali officials

invite Adventists

Recently F. Hugli, Voice of
Prophecy director for the Oc-
cidental African Mission, and
I arrived in Bamako, capital
of Mali in Western Africa, to
introduce our educational
broadcasts of the Voice of
Hope to the National Mali
Radio. We also made initial
contact with authorities to
assess the possibility of be-
ginning Adventist work in that
country.

Mali, formerly known as
French Sudan, is situated in
the heart of Western Africa.
Larger than France, Spain,
and Portugal combined, the
Democratic Republic of Mali
is one of the three countries
not as yet entered by Advent-
ists in the Occidental African
Mission. The two others are
Mauritania and Guinea Con-
akry.

Among its 5 million inhabi-
tants, consisting mostly of
Moslems and animists, there
are several racial groups, each
having its own language, reli-
gion, and history. The official
language is French. After an
eight-year period of socialism,
which ended in 1968, Mali is
now governed by a military

regime.
Bamako, ‘‘City of the
River,”” is a typical African

city. The people are very kind
and friendly. More than once,
after having asked for specific
addresses, we were taken by
car to our destination, free of
charge.

Without difficulty we were
granted permission to broad-
cast the Voice of Hope from
Radio Mali, beginning in Oc-
tober, 1977. Some weeks later
we returned to Bamako to in-
quire about the possibility of
establishing churches in Mali.

The results of our interview
with Mr. N'Diaye, head of the
Immigration Department,
were quite unexpected. ““You
are a religious organization
like the Catholics, Protes-
tants, and Moslems?”” he
asked. Then you have nothing
to fear. If the others are rec-
ognized, there is no reason
why you should not be.”” Ar-
ticle IT of the Constitution, in
force since June 2, 1974,
states that ‘“The government
ensures the protection of the
free practice of all religions or
beliefs, consistent with the
rules of and subject to the ob-
servation of public order.”

Next we were directed to
the Minister of Defense, Se-
curity, and Interior. By then it
was five o’clock in the eve-
ning, so we had little hope of
contacting him that day. Two
vards beyond the Minister’s
great iron doorway, we were
stopped by a sentry, who led
us to the Minister’s office.
First we were introduced to
the leader of the Cabinet, and
then to Mamadou Maiga.

After we presented the rea-
son for our visit and told him
of our spiritual and social ac-
tivities, Mr. Maiga questioned
us, scarcely concealing in his
voice a certain tone of re-
proach: “‘Since you have been
so long in the neighboring
countries,”” he asked, ‘‘why
didn’t you come tOo us
sooner?”” It was difficult for
us to find a convincing answer
to this stateman’s question.
““We are an underdeveloped
country,’’ he continued, ‘‘and
any contribution aiming to
better the quality of life of our
people will be welcome.”’

We left the office with a
light heart, praising God. Why
hadn’t we gone there sooner?

MALTON BRAFF
President
Occidental African Mission

COLORADO

Blind teen-ager
becomes Adventist

Seventeen-year-old, blind
Katrina Laurent, baptized
into the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church in Denver, Colo-
rado, on August 12, is now a
student at Campion Academy.

Katrina told me how this
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Savings time
for your church

mnals & songbooks

Make your sanctuary more presentable:
Replace worn copies, replenish lost
books, add copies for membership
increases, or get your personal
copy at big savings.

The CHURCH HYMNAL,
available in durable
buckram binding in blue,
burgandy, or black. Regular
price, $4.50. Now through
March 31, 1978, only $3.95 each.

All songhooks on special ool

ADVENT YOUTH SING, paper, cloth, or spiral.
GOSPEL MELODIES, paper or cloth.

HAPPY SONGS, paper or cloth.

SING TIME, paper or cloth.

SONGS OF PRAISE, paper or cloth.

Regular prices: paper, $1.95; cloth, $2.95; spiral,
$2.50. Special prices: paper, $1.75; cloth, $2.65;
spiral, $2.25.

Order from your local Adventist Book Center or ABC
Mailing Service, P.O. Box 37485, Omaha, Nebraska
68137. In Canada, Box 398, Oshawa, Ontario, L1H 7L5.
Please include State sales tax where necessary, and add 7
percent or a minimum charge of 50 cents for mailing.

ML TR BT TR TP T = TRE PN llll



NEWSFRONT Continued

came about. One day, with
white cane in hand, she was
walking rapidly down one of
the avenues in Denver when
she was halted by two men,
who engaged her in conversa-
tion. Their concern was that
she might injure herself walk-
ing so fast.

The two men were Art
Knight, central area director
for Christian Record Braille
Foundation, and Bill Freeny,
a CRBF field representative.

As they talked with Katrina
they mentioned that a new
camp for blind youth would
be held at Glacier View
Camp, north of Denver, dur-
ing the summer. They asked if
she had ever been to camp.
““When I told them No, they
filled out a card for me,”” Ka-
trina explained. Six weeks
later she was at camp.

After camp, her counselor,
Marlis Jensen, and Marlis’
mother took Katrina for a
visit to Campion Academy.
This whetted her appetite for
a Christian education.

Meanwhile, Delmar John-
son, a Union College senior,
was conducting ‘‘Revelation
Lectures,”” a series of evan-
gelistic meetings, in the West
Denver church.

Katrina said she attended
all but two or three of these
meetings and resolved to
commit her life to God. After
the evening message on Fri-

day, August 12, a smile
lighted up her face as E. E.
Kungel baptized her.

Katrina says that she had
casually met some Adventists
in West Germany when she
was young. ‘‘I had wanted to
know about Adventists for a
long time,”” she added, ‘‘but
my parents said, ‘No, you
cannot associate with
them.’’” When she was 7 the
family moved to Canada.
“Two years ago my parents
left me,”” she said. “‘I then
came to the United States.
Later my brother was killed in
Vietnam.”’

Katrina continued, ‘‘My
blindness was caused eight
years ago in an auto accident
when I was 9 years old. When
I awoke after the accident and
discovered I was blind, 1 was
afraid to do anything. But
then 1 decided to go on like I
did before the accident. If I'm
going to fall, I'll fall.””

Katrina has lived in several
countries. ‘‘“My parents are
French,”” she says. “‘I speak
and write French, German,
Italian, Spanish, and English.
I learned to read at 2 years of
age.”” When asked about her
ambitions, Katrina said, ‘‘I
would like to be a translater.””

Katrina’s hobbies include:
collecting dolls, drawing, ski-
ing, and music. She plays
several instruments, including
the accordion. As for skiing,

Katrina, who gave her heart to God at a camp for the blind last sum-

mer, plays a number of musical instruments, including the accordion.

‘A friend skis along with
me,”” she explained, ‘‘and
gives me directions as to
what’s ahead. One time the
friend told me to turn left
when he should have told me
to turn right. I hit a tree.
However, I don’t give up that
easily.”

The camping thrills, the
reading services, and other
assistance from Christian Re-
cord Braille Foundation have

helped to open new opportu-
nity horizons for Katrina. She
says, ‘I read Braille . . . enjoy
Young and Alive, Life and
Health, and the Braille
Bible.”” In her experience as a
new Adventist and a Campion
Academy student, Katrina is
out to attain fresh goals.
DoNALD B. SiMONS
Public Relations Director
Christian Record
Braille Foundation

Filipino’s prayer for light

Teodora Barcus, barangay (group) chairman of Sitio
Canlabag, Capalayan, Surigao City, Philippines, and
leader of the Independent Protestant church of the
village, prayed one night for additional light to prepare
her for the coming of the Lord. That night she dreamed
that somebody would visit her and present additional
Bible truths.

The next day Albert Bulala, her nephew, a ministerial
student at Mountain View College, Mindanao, assisting
in the Surigao crusade, visited her. In the series of Bible
studies that followed he shared with her the light on
such topics as the Sabbath, health, law, and grace. She
eagerly accepted the light, believing that God an-
swered her prayer. She was baptized june 18, 1977,
during the third baptism of the Surigao crusade.

From then on she met with opposition. Some of her
church members barred her from preaching in their
chapel, but she continued on in her new-found faith.
She shared her new knowledge with one of her sons,
who later was baptized, and other members of her

answered next day

family are preparing for baptism. A neighbor woman,
secretary of the barangay and lay leader of the local
Catholic church, together with some of her neighbors,
became interested in studying the Bible. She borrowed
the study guides from Mrs. Barcus to use in her
preaching in the Catholic chapel.

The interest grew to the extent that a layman, Pitong
Jalah, was asked to go to the village to help with the
Bible studies. On July 30, 1977, 32 people received their
Voice of Prophecy diplomas. R. B. Bermudez, Ministe-
rial secretary for the South Philippine Union Mission,
exhorted the graduates to continue in their search for
truth. Six families are continuing to receive Bible
studies.

Mrs. Barcus and the Catholic lay leader appealed to
Pastor Bermudez to send somebody to continue the
work in Sitio. Mr. Jalah had to return home because of
lack of funds to support his family, and Salvador Israel,
the district pastor, has more than a dozen churches to
superintend. R. B. BERMUDEZ
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NEWS NOTES from the world divisions

Australasian

® The maiden voyage of the
mobile health-screening unit
developed by the South New
South Wales Conference was
to Wagga and Tumut. The
unit, a 22-foot caravan with
facilities for giving eight kinds
of health checkups, can be
parked in the street, in a
shopping area, or on a school
ground.

® T. Tuaineiti, Cook Islands
Mission youth director, con-
ducted a youth congress on
the island of Aitutaki for 12
days in December.

® In the Central Pacific
Union Mission, 22 persons
were baptized as a result of a
Fahefa, Tonga, evangelistic
crusade conducted by Palu
Fuatapu.

® In mid-1977, S. F. Mon-
nier, associate Lay Activities
director of the General Con-
ference, visited the Australa-
sian Division and conducted
11 Congresses of Witnessing
Laymen.

® Now that Trans-Pacific
Publishers (formerly Rarama
Press) in Fiji has installed a
long-awaited binding ma-
chine, the first book, Best
Stories From the Best Book, is
being bound there.

® On November 1, Sydney
Adventist Hospital’s new ra-
diotherapy unit was officially
opened.

Far Eastern

® John Waidande, of India, a
Master of Health Science stu-
dent at Philippine Union Col-
lege, won the President
Marcos Award trophy for the
““Search for the Three Out-
standing Overseas Students,”’
sponsored by the Philippine
International Friendship Or-
ganizations, October 24,

® Church leaders among the
Karen tribal people in Thai-
land loan a newly converted
farmer three cows when he
gets rid of his pigs. He raises
the cows until each has a calf.
After the cows have been
bred again, he returns them
and one calf to the church,
and he keeps two calves for
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himself. The church then re-
peats the cycle with another
farmer.

® Inauguration ceremonies
were held October 16 for the
renovated office of the Central
Philippine Union Mission in
Cebu City. The original of-
fice, built in 1952, was inade-
quate for the expanding work.

Inter-American

® The 45 theology students at
the Franco-Haitian Seminary
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, have
conducted 37 evangelistic
campaigns this school vyear.
The total enrollment of the
school (primary, secondary,
and college) is 1,500. The
school has outgrown its
chapel, and many students
must remain outside during
the Sabbath services because
the building is too small.

® David H. Rhys, Inter-
American Division director of
education, conducted the
Week of Spiritual Emphasis at
the Adventist Educational
Center in Pena Blanca, Hon-
duras. During the week 45
students were baptized and
175 students received their
Voice of Prophecy certifi-
cates,

® A World Foods Service has
been established in the Inter-
American Division, with
Alejo Pizarro, who directed
this service in the South
American Division, as the
first director.

® The Bible Speaks Crusade
was held in Tucker in the
West Jamaica Conference by
Don Crowder, stewardship
and development director of
the West Indies Union; his
team won 318 converts during
the crusade.

® Antillian College in Maya-
guez, Puerto Rico, has
launched an aggressive ex-
pansion program under the
direction of Engineer Ramon
A. Delgado. Four bulldozers
have been at work for more
than two months, leveling the
area where construction is
beginning on a modern li-
brary, which will have 18,000
square feet of space when
completed. The library is the
first phase of the master plan

for expansion of this institu-
tion, which will cost more
than US$2 million in the next
five years.

® The second triennial ses-
sion of the North Dominican
Mission convened in the new
Santiago church November 17
to 19. Jose Hernandez, presi-
dent, reported seven new
churches organized and ac-
cepted into the sisterhood of
churches, and a membership
increase of 2,176, bringing the
total membership at the end of
the triennium to 10,983.
Fifty-four percent of the new
members were won by lay
persons.

Northern Europe-
West Africa

® In the past ten months
2,375 people have joined the
church in the Nigerian Union,
reported Thorvald Kiristen-
sen, union president pro tem,
at the division winter meet-
ings in St. Albans, England. A
further baptism of some 1,000
members was anticipated be-
fore the end of 1977. In Ni-
geria seven new churches
were organized in 1977, and
eight ministers were ordained.
One hundred and fifty-three
literature evangelists deliv-
ered literature worth $405,000
during the first eight months
of the year. The Adventist
health services in Nigeria
operate a dental center in
Kano and seven health
clinics.

® Negotiations with the
Swedish International Devel-
opment Aid has resulted in a
grant of 5.5 million Swedish
kronor (US$1,122,449) for a
vocational school for girls in
Techiman, Ghana. The grant
was announced by Gosta
Wiklander, Swedish Union
president, at the division
winter meeting. He also an-
nounced that more than 1.5
million kronor had been re-
ceived during the Ingathering
campaign.

® During the first ten months
of 1977, 164 people were bap-
tized in Poland, raising the
membership there to 4,200.
Evangelistic campaigns are
being conducted during the

winter in 32 churches, reports
S. Dabrowski, Polish Union
president.

® Last year the Polish Pub-
lishing House bound 50,000
copies of the Bible for the
British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety, and plans have been
made for the publishing house
to bind all Bibles for Poland.

Trans-Africa

® During the first three
quarters of 1977, 4,037 per-
sons in the North Zambia
Field decided for Christ and
prepared for church mem-
bership. More than half of
them made their decision dur-
ing crusades by lay persons.
In this one field of the Zambia
Union, 9,876 persons are at-
tending baptismal classes and
are preparing to join the
church.

& H. L. Sauder, Trans-Africa
Division stewardship director,
recently preached a series of
stewardship sermons during
camp meeting at Lunjika,
Matandani, and Malamulo
training schools in Malawi.
This was the first vear the
schools held their camp meet-
ings at a time other than the
regular camp-meeting season,
and the change in time made it
possible for students and fac-
ulty to attend.

North American

Atlantic Union

® The tenth biennial session
of the Bermuda Mission was
held October 30, in the
Hamilton church. A Devon-
shire church was added to the
sisterhood of churches in the
mission, making a total of
seven churches with 1,456
members. The following per-
sons were selected during the
session to serve in the depart-
mental leadership: Sabbath
school, Mack Wilson; lay ac-
tivities and communication,
Robert Correia; religious lib-
erty and assistant in commu-
nication, Carlyle Simmons;
vouth, Gerald Mattenson;
heaith, Ronald Lightbourne;
Ministerial and education,
Alvin R. Goulbourne; and
publishing, Sydney Gibbons.
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Canadian Union

® Under the direction of
Noeline Whippy, six girls
from the Silver Creek, British
Columbia, church sing for
churches, nursing and ex-
tended-care homes, and in the
homes of sick and elderly
persons. The sextette was
formed in 1974.

@ More than 19,500 people
attended the 26 Quiet Hour
Search for Truth Crusade
meetings conducted by Pastor
and Mrs. LaVerne Tucker in
Toronto, Ontario, during Oc-
tober. Fifty-four of these
have been baptized.

® Roger Oslund, who has
won dozens of trophies in
competitive sports, has joined
the literature evangelist team
of the Manitoba-Saskat-
chewan Conference, where he
can win ‘‘trophies’’ for the
Lord.

® C. C. Weis, recently re-
tired from the General Con-
ference Lay Activities De-
partment, will be devel-
opment officer for the Cana-
dian Union’s senior college
project.

Central Union

® Richard Halversen,
Wyoming Conference evan-
gelist, completed an evangel-
istic series in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, in which 16 per-
sons were baptized. James
Van Horn, local pastor, as-
sisted in the series.

® The Central Union Minis-
terial department held an
evangelistic council in Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming, Decem-
ber 13 to 18. Guest speakers
included W. O. Coe, William
Lee, Kimbleton Wiggins,
Leon Cornforth, Ron Halvor-
sen, and Charles Bradford.

® Approximately 16,000 peo-
ple at Porter Memorial Hospi-
tal, Denver, Colorado, have
participated in the Five-Day
Plan to Stop Smoking since
the program began in 1963,
Thomas F. Kofoed, a gradu-
ate of the School of Health
Sciences at Loma Linda Uni-
versity, is director of the
clinic at Porter. Other pro-
grams the hospital offers are
Heartbeat—Coronary Risk
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Screening, Weight Manage-
ment Seminary, Stress Man-
agement Seminar, Cooking
Without Meat, Living With
Diabetes, and Living With
Stroke.

Columbia Union

@ Eight senior youth decided
to be baptized and 200 others
determined to come alive for
Christ at the Potomac Con-
ference Youth Rally on Octo-
ber 29 in Richmond, Virginia.
Attendance reached almost
1,000.

® Frances Bennett, of the
Sanitarium church in Takoma
Park, Maryland, shares her
faith from a tote bag. She
hands out literature on the bus
and at bus stops. She has
made as many as 1,202 con-
tacts in one week.

® Twenty new members have
been added to the Chambers-
burg-Waynesboro churches in
Pennsylvania, as a result of
meetings by Byron Spears,
evangelist, Dick Lajoie, sing-
ing evangelist, and Norm
Nelson, organist.

® The board of Highland
View Academy, Hagerstown,
Maryland, recently voted to
activate the campus building
program and recommended
that priority be given to the
gymnasium complex. The
school’s enrollment is 140.

® Ivan Crowder has come
out of retirement to direct the
Columbia Union’s new high-
way-sign program.

Lake Union

® During a recent publishing
leadership council in Spring-
field, Illinois, Don Gray, Lake
Union Ministerial secretary,
and John Bernet, union pub-
lishing director, outlined a
new plan for literature evan-~
gelists to use in witnessing.
The evangelists would have a
free Bible and Bible lessons to
offer any person who is inter-
ested, and would do the initial
follow-up. Local church
members would take over and
continue the studies.

® A recent musical program
and several garage sales have
added to the fund of the Wor-
thy Student Aid Organization

begun in 1976 by the Pontiac,
Michigan, Southside church
to help Adventist students
obtain a Christian education.

@® I ake Union Conference
academy students are reach-
ing out in their communities.
Students from Indiana Acad-
emy visit nursing homes and
the pediatric unit of a local
hospital regularly. Students at
Broadview Academy in Illi-
nois recently painted a house
and cleared an elderly cou-
ple’s vard in Joliet, Illinois.

North Pacific Union

® Joining the growing
number of new groups meet-
ings in the North Pacific
Union Conference are
Christmas Valley (20 mem-
bers) and Philomath (60 mem-

bers), Oregon, and Daven-
port, Washington (18
members).

® New bookmobiles are in
operation in the Washington
and Montana conferences.

® From the ashes of a 1974
fire a new church has been
erected in Estacada, Oregon,
by a determined congregation.
On October 22 the 145 mem-
bers held their first service in
the new facility. With the
completion of the balcony,
the sanctuary will seat 250.

@® In a Veterans’ Day parade
of 179 entries in Albany, Ore-
gon, the combined Pathfinder
Clubs of Albany and Cor-
vallis, totaling 18 members,
were awarded first place for
the fourth consecutive vyear.

® Walla Walla College presi-
dent N. Clifford Sorensen has
completed a two-week trip to
Yemen as an educational con-
sultant for the United Na-
tions. He was part of a two-
member team appointed to
report on the feasibility of
building small boarding facili-
ties to serve the vouth of the
nomadic Bedouin tribe.

Northern Union

® On November 10 the
Northern Union executive
committee voted to recognize
the union’s publishing pro-
gram. The new plan will bring
the administration of the pub-
lishing program to the union

headquarters and will acceler-
ate the placing of literature in
homes throughout the terri-
tory.

® On December 10 a new
church was dedicated in Belle
Fourche, South Dakota. Offi-
ciating were E. L. Marley,
Northern Union president,
George Liscombe, South Da-
kota Conference president,
and Lester Halvorsen, con-
ference secretary-treasurer.

® W. G. Zima, Northern
Union evangelist, baptized 209
converts last year. Recently
he baptized 22 at the conclu-
sion of his revival crusade in
Davenport, Iowa.

® In the Burlington, Iowa,
church, 28 persons were bap-
tized recently as the result of
an evangelistic crusade by Bill
Waters, evangelist. In Ot-
tumwa, Iowa, 19 converts
were baptized in a recent
series by W. G. Zima, North-
ern Union evangelist.

® Five Jowa State federa-
tions met recently and voted
that each federation would
raise $706 by the end of 1977
to help build new facilities at
Pine Ridge Indian Mission in
South Dakota.

Pacific Union

® Arnold Storz is a new field
representative for the North-
ern California Conference
trust department in the Ang-
win area. He recently retired
from a pastorate in the Ne-
vada-Utah Conference.

® Charles Edwards, North-
ern California Conference
health-services director,
spoke at the Kiwanis clubs in
Oakland and Novato on the
health-oriented life style of
Seventh-day Adventists.

® Returning from a recent
civil-defense disaster exer-
cise, Richard Kimitsuka and
the Hawaiian Mission emer-
gency team offered help at
what seemed to be a disabled
car and were able to give
needed assistance to a heart
patient. Hawaii’'s emergency
van and the team, which
includes Irwin Walker and
Will Degeraty, are among
the best-prepared civil-de-
fense communication teams
in the Pacific Union.
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1 came that they may have life, and
ve it abundantly.” John 10:10, R.S.

Subscribe to LIFE & HEALTH magazine today!

r---—_-——_—---———————-—-_-—_—-——_—-—_———--------- I
| Please enter my 12-issue subscription to LIFE & HEALTH for one year at $9.00. |
: This offer expires August 31, 1978. |
|
{ [ have enclosed check or money order for: % LIFE & HEALTH offers you the latest, nonfadist 1
| [J one year subscription, $9.00 information in the field of health. i
¢ - perpetual plan, $7.75 * LIFE & HEALTH i d with total H
. is concerned with your tota
: Send to your local Adventist Book Center health—physical, mental, and spiritual. :
| £ Name % LIFE & HEALTH is written for you, the layman, |
: 2. Address with easy-to-understand terms and illustrations. :
D
g C * will put you in touch with a whole
| 5§ Ctv LIFE & HEALTH will h with a whol [
| £ State Zip new style of preventive healthful living. |
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BULLETIN BOARD

Health Personnel
Needs

NORTH AMERICA
Accountant Nurses, all serv.
Baker Occup: ther.
Carpenter Painter
Computr. Pharm., chief
progrm., oprt. Phys. ther.
Cook Plumber
Electrician Pub. rel. dir.
Food-prod. Radiol. technol.
superv. Sec., med.

Food-serv. dir.
Health eductr.
Housekpr., exec.
Lab. tech.

Med. technol.

Soc. wrkr., MSW
Speech clinician
Speech path.

Write or call Health Personnel
Placement Service, General Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists, 6840
Eastern Ave., NW., Washington, D.C.
20012. Telephone: (202) 723-0300, Ext.
349.

Because of immigration requirements, this
notice applies only to permanent residents of
the United States and Canada.

To New Posts

Worker transfers within union conferences
are not listed here. Such transfers ordinarily
are included in News Notes.

FROM HOME BASE
TO FRONT LINE

Marshall L. Chase (AU ’60), to
serve as treasurer, Southeast Asia
Union Mission, Singapore, Shir-
ley 1. (Kelley) Chase, and two
children, of San Jose, California,
left San Francisco, California,
October 25, 1977.

Alden E. Denslow, to serve as
director, Yarinochocha Air Base,
East Peru Mission, Pucallpa,
Peru, Emma Bernice (Holton)
Denslow, and one son, of Syra-
cuse, New York, left Miami,
Florida, October 28, 1977.

Ronald C. Gregory (LLU °44),
to serve as clinic physi-
cianfscience teacher, Taiwan Ad-
ventist College, Yu-Chih, Nantou
County, Taiwan, Mary L. (Lee)
Gregory, and mother, Jennie
Gregory, of Angwin, California,
left San Francisco, California,
October 26, 1977.

Harold S. Johnson (Immanuel
Col., Ga. ’69), to serve as Minis-
terial secretary, South-East
Africa Union, Blantyre, Malawi,
Harriet E. (Dinsmore) Johnson
(LLU °’63), and two children, of
Dayton, Tennessee, left New
York City, October 23, 1977.

Wilma L. Leazer (LLU ’58),
returning to serve as associate di-
rector, department of health, Far
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Eastern Division, Singapore, left
San Francisco, California, No-
vember 1, 1977.

Percy Paul (UC ’52), to serve as
chairman, division of education
and behavioral science, Middle
East College, Beirut, Lebanon,
and Ina L. (Huether) Paul, of
College Heights, Alberta, Can-
ada, left Montreal, Quebec, Can-
ada, November 3, 1977.

NATIONALS RETURNING

Carlos M. Capote (Antillian
Coll. *70), to serve as teacher,
Academia Metropolitana, Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico, Luisa M.
Capote, and three children, al-
ready in their field of labor.

Ivan Martinez (Antillian Coll.
*70), to serve as pastor-evangelist,
East Puerto Rico Conference, Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico, Carmen
Martinez, and three children, al-
ready in their field of labor.

Domingo Mena (AU °'72), to
serve as history teacher, Antillian
College, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,
Esther Mena, and three children,
already in their field of labor.

Raul Torres (AU ’77), to serve
as teacher, Montemorelos Uni-
versity, Montemorelos, Mexico,
Maria Cotto de Torres, and two
children left San Antonio, Texas,
September 23, 1977.

Manuel Velazquez (AU ’77), to
serve as educational worker, East
Puerto Rico Conference, Rio Pie-
dras, Puerto Rico, Rosaura M.
Velazquez, and one child, already
in their field of labor.

ADVENTIST VOLUNTEER
SERVICE CORPS,
SUSTENTATION OVERSEAS
SERVICE, SPECIAL SERVICE

Hugh Love (LLU ’61) (SS), to
serve as dentist, Bulawayo Dental
Service, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, of
Loma Linda, California, left Los
Angeles, California, October 25,
1977.

Janet Fay (Robb) McMillan
(CUC °76) (AVSC), to serve as
nurse and teacher of Home Eco-
nomics, Rusangu Secondary
School, Monze, Zambia, of Adel-
phi, Maryland, left Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, with husband,
Charles F. McMillan (SS), Octo-
ber 20, 1977.

Charles F. McMillan (CUC ’76)
(85), to serve as mathematics
teacher, Rusangu Secondary
School, Monze, Zambia, of Adel-
phi, Maryland, left Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, with wife, Janet
F. McMillan (AVSC), October 20,
1977.

Ernest Sui S. Zane (LLU ’56)
(SS), to serve as physician/oph-
thalmologist, Taiwan Adventist
Hospital. Taipei, Taiwan, of
Loma Linda, California, left Los
Angeles, California, October 22,
1977.

STUDENT MISSIONARIES

Laurel Rose Friesen (SAC), of
Amarillo, Texas, to serve as
teacher, Greek Mission, Athens,
Greece, left Montreal, Quebec.
Canada, August 30, 1977.

Nancy Lynne Gibbens (CUC),
of Silver Spring, Maryland, to
serve as English teacher, English
Language School, Israel Mission,
Jerusalem, lsrael, left Washing-
ton, D.C., August 22, 1977.

Sharon Lee Golles (LLU), of
San Diego, California, to serve as
physical therapist, Montemorelos
Sanitarium and Hospital, Monte-
morelos, Mexico, left San Diego,
California, August 30, 1977.

Kathy Lou Green (AU), of
Dowagiac, Michigan, to serve as
teacher, Franco-Haitian Advent-
ist Seminary, Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, left Miami, Fiorida, No-
vember 10, 1977.

Laura Lynn Hastings (LLU), of
Loma Linda, California, to serve
as primary teacher, North Carib-
bean Conference, Christiansted,
St. Croix, left New York City,
August 25, 1977.

Donna Shou-yi Lee (LLU), of
Loma Linda, California, to serve
as teacher, Taiwan Adventist Col-
lege, Yu-Chih, Taiwan, left Los
Angeles, California, November
28, 1977.

Mira Jane Massey (OC), of
Winston Salem, North Carolina,
to serve as teacher, Seventh-day
Adventist Language School,
Japan Union, Yokohama Asahi,
Japan, left Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, September 26, 1977.

Ronda S. Potterton (PUC), of
Days Creek, Oregon, to serve as
primary teacher, Seminaire Ad-
ventjste Franco-Haitien, Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, left Miami, Florida,
September 16, 1977.

Barbara Jean Scharffenberg
(LLU), of Riverside, California,
to serve as English teacher, Haad
Yai Adventist English School,
Haad Yai, South Thailand, left
Los Angeles, California, Novem-
ber 21, 1977.

Jolene LeAnn Trainer (WWCQ(),
of Lawen, Oregon, to serve as
elementary teacher, Irian Jaya
Mission, Jayapura, Irian Jaya, In-
donesia, left San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, September 13, 1977.

Deaths

GIBBS, Paul Thomas—b. Feb. 16,
1897, Kansas; d. Nov. 7, 1977, Loma
Linda, Calif. He served as chairman of
the English departments at Walla
Walla College, Columbia Union Col-
lege, and Andrews University. Survi-
vors include his wife, Gladys; daugh-
ter, Marilyn Beach; stepdaughter,
Elizabeth Stagg; nine grandchildren,
two great-grandchildren; and two sis-
ters.

ROBERTS, Grant A.—b. June 29,
1877, Morely, Mich.; d. Nov. 18, 1977,
Covina, Calif. After completing the
nurses’ course at Battle Creek Sani-
tarium and Hospital, he and his wife,
Pauline, went to Madison, Tennessee,
and pioneered a self-supporting evan-
gelistic outreach. Later he served as
business manager of the Arizona Sani-
tarium and from there went to the’
Wabash Valley Sanitarium at La-
fayette, Indiana. A. G. Daniells en-
couraged him to enter the ministry,
and the Arizona Conference extended
an invitation to him to join in an evan-
gelistic crusade in 1915. Within a
year’s time he was called to be pastor
of the Kingston, Jamaica, church. In
that same year he became president of
the Jamaica Conference. In 1922 he
returned to the States, where he
served as president of the Oregon,
Northern California, and Southern
California conferences. In 1936 he re-
turned to the Inter-American Division
as president of the division and served
there until 1941, when he joined the
General Conference as Medical Ex-
tension Secretary. He retired in 1950
but continned his ministry in interim
pastoring. After the death of his wife,
Pauline, he married Minnie E. Dau-
phinee. Survivors include his wife,
Minnie; two nephews, Louis Hansen
and Walter Roberts; and a niece,
Martha Schumacher.

.

Coming

January

14-2) Liberty Magazine Campaign

21 Religious Liberty Offering

28 Medical Missionary Day

February

4 Bible Evangelism

4 Church Lay Activities Offering

11 Faith for Today Offering

18 Christian Home and Family Altar

18-24  Christian Home Week

25 Listen Campaign Emphasis

March

4 Tract Evangelism

4 Church Lay Activities Offering

11-18 MV Week of Prayer

11 MYV Day

18 Sabbath School Community Guest
Day

25 Spring Mission Offering

25 Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
(Australasian Division)

April

1 Missionary Magazine Campaign

1 Church Lay Acuvities Offering

8 Literature Evangelism Rally Day

15 Andrews University Offering

22 Educational Day and Elementary
School Offermg (local
conferences)

May

6 Community Services Evangelism

6 Church Lay Activities Offering

13 Disaster and Famine Relief

Offering
(55) 31
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New Ellen White
book is published

A new two-volume Ellen G.
White compilation titled
Mind, Character, and Person-
ality was published recently
by Southern Publishing Asso-
ciation, Nashville, Tennessee.
Circulated for several years in
a preliminary edition titled
Guidelines to Mental Health,
this collection has been some-
what expanded, and deals
with a wide range of topics,
including character develop-
ment, emotional stress, mind-
body relationships, human
sexuality, and many related
areas. Much of this collection
is not generally available in
other books.

For alimited time these two
volumes, plus a 32-page study
guide, will be available in a
newsprint edition for $4.95.
(The price includes two books
and the study guide.)

The ‘General Conference
Department of Health, in co-
operation with the Ellen G.
White Estate and the Loma
Linda School of Medicine’s
Department of Psychiatry,
has prepared further study
materials for churches to use
in 1978. Information about
these materials can be ob-
tained from local-conference
health directors.

PaurL A. GORDON

Italian magazine

achieves success

Although there are only
about 4,500 Adventists in
Italy, the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist health magazine in
Italy, Vita e Salute, has a
monthly circulation of 75,000.
This means that for every
Adventist in Italy there are 16
people who subscribe to Vita
e Salute.

Editor Ismaele Rimoldi be-
lieves that one reason for the
magazine’s popularity is the
close contact it maintains with
its readers. Each month a
steady stream of constructive
letters pours into the editorial
office, keeping the editor up to
date on reader reaction and
guiding him in deciding on the
content of his paper.

Almost all sales are made

through literature evangelists,
and every issue states that it is
a Seventh-day Adventist pub-
lication. The editor, who is
also manager of the Italian
Publishing House, which em-
ploys 25 persons, does most
of the layout for Vita e Salute
and takes many of the photo-
graphs.

The periodical contains 36
pages, and its attractive
covers are printed in four
colors. ALF LOHNE

Three firsts
in Bermuda

Bermuda’s first series of
evangelistic meetings in Por-
tuguese was held at the War-
wick church, November 4 to
27. Assisting with the meet-
ings during the first week were
Isabel Santos, a Portuguese
singer, and Tracy Bravo, a pi-
anist, both members of an
evangelistic team in Toronto,
Ontario. Of the 50,000 people
living on the island, 7,000 are
Portuguese, mainly from the
Azores. Robert Correia, War-
wick pastor, has begun serv-
ices in Portuguese every Sab-
bath. He also holds
evangelistic meetings every
Sunday night and conducts
classes in Portuguese and
English as a follow-up to the
November series. Twenty-
five people are receiving Bible
studies.

Other firsts in Bermuda in-
clude an ‘‘island-wide’’ In-
vestiture service at the youth
center in Hamilton, and the
first Pathfinder Fair, which
took place November 20 on
the grounds of Bermuda In-
stitute. LEo RANZOLIN

Appeals court
backs literature
evangelists

The Tenth Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals has given
literature evangelists a strong
tool to use as they meet op-
position from Green River
Ordinances, which restrict
door-to-door salesmen.

In a two-to-one decision the
appeals court upheld the U.S.
Federal District Court’s deci-
sion in Wyoming in a case in-

volving literature evangelists
who were prohibited from
working in Laramie because
of the city’s Green River Or-
dinance. The court decision is
binding in the area served by
the Tenth Circuit, and it car-
ries a great deal of weight in
the other circuits across the
country.

The decisions of the district
and the circuit courts estab-
lIish the principle that litera-
ture evangelism is a ministry
of the church that must be
removed from the category of
commercial door-to-door
sales. The courts did not upset
the constitutionality of the
Green River Ordinances, but
rather said these laws did not
apply to the work of literature
evangelists as it is conducted
by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

It is not yet known whether
the city of Laramie will appeal
the decision to the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

GORDON ENGEN

N.A. Ingathering
report—6

Ingathering changed a
gloomy outlook to one of
cheer and optimism in south-
ern Louisiana recently. After
Ingatherers had knocked on
her door, a distraught woman
appeared with hatred and
anger apparent on her face.
As the group sang carols an
abrupt change in the woman
became evident to them. She
wrote a check for $25, then
asked, “May I join your sing-
ing group? 1 want to visit my
neighbors with you.”” The In-
gatherers had a successful
evening as the woman became
a part of their group and
spoke to her neighbors on
their behalf.

Bible studies are being
started in the woman’s home,
as her parting words that eve-
ning were, ‘I want to be a
part of your church family!”

Ingathering raised through
December 24 totals
$7.138,076, or $13.19 per
member in the North Ameri-
can Division. The total is a
gain of $217,450 over the
same period last year.

The Oklahoma Conference
joined Newfoundland in

achieving Silver Vanguard
status. Six conferences—
Northeastern, Quebec, Lake
Region, Carolina, South At-
lantic, and Southwest Re-
gion—have exceeded their
final totals of last year. Seven
unions and 39 conferences
showed gains this week.
DonN R. CHRISTMAN

For the record

Prayer assignment: The
British Columbia Conference
is the first conference in
North America to report that
every Adventist family in the
conference has accepted a
prayer responsibility for a
specific geographic area in the
conference territory. This is
the first step toward reaching
every home for Christ. Other
conferences are following
British Columbia’s lead.
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