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THE MEANING OF "AYER MANIS" 
Our School in Sarawak 

By Si PEwums 

"Ayer Manis," literally translated, "Sweet Water" 
is the name given to a village by an American 
Missionary just before leaving the place, and the name 
has remained good to this day. It is from this place 
that the living water has flowed forth to the neighbor-
ing villages, satisfying the souls of those thirsting 
for the truth. 

Early in 1935, a school was opened on the flat top 
of a hill at the foot of Mt. Stabun, at the 37th mile, 
Semanggang Road. At the beginning, even before 
the school building was up, three pupils had already 
enrolled and stayed there. A few months later, when 
the number increased to fifteen, it became nee.PR.sau 
to erect a permanent school building, and to provide 
accomodation for as many as would like to attend 
and were willing to work their way through school 
for an education. 

During the first year, twenty children from nearby 
and distant villages received the blessings from the 
stream of "Sweet Water." The hand of the Omni-
potent has always been guiding with Divine purpose, 
and from day to day the "Mahkota Allah, Nampaklah 
Indah Sekali," or "The Mangnificent Crown of God," 
looks beautiful on the top of the hill. Indeed, many 
pupils from the surrounding villages received the bless-
ing of the "Sweet Water," both physically and spirit-
ually. 

The pupils from the 20% mile felt that the school 
was too far from their village, so their parents and 
village elders selected some open ground, about 150 
acres in area, on which to build another school. It 
was just the ideal site and it must have been God's 
plan to have another school in the new locality to 
which the stream of "Sweet Water" could flow. 

In 1931 the new school was built and named 
"Simbo school" after the river that flows just nearby, 
so the course of the "Sweet Water" stream was chan- 

neled to the spiritual desert of Simbo, providing liv-
ing water for the daily needs of the pupils of the 
new school and bringing them more blessings from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. They felt and saw the good-
ness of God which strengthened their faith from 
day to day. 

One day one of the pupils fell ill. His parents 
immediately sought the help of a witch doctor but 
the child strongly refused to be attended by a servant 
of the Devil. This infuriated the parents and they 
mercilessly left the sick boy to die, as it seemed. 

On that night the medicine man had a dreadful 
dream. In his fear he screamed for help. It was 
so loud that it caused a good number of the village 
folk to rush out of their houses in response to the 
call of the terrified man. When asked why he created 
such a big stir in the middle of the night the "doctor" 
explained that a tall old man with a long white beard 
and dressed in white, appeared to him and said, "I 
warn you not to touch the sick child. If you ever 
again dare to practice your witchcraft on him I will 
destroy you." The man heeded the warning and the 
child recovered. He is now grown to a young man 
and continues strong in the faith. 

During the first seven years eleven pupils were 
baptized. Later their wives too accepted the truth 
and were baptized. 	In 1947, on the Seventh anni-
versary of its founding, the school was renamed 
"Sekola Simbo, Sembah Allah Yang Enipunya Rah-
mat—Simbo School worships God the Omnipotent." 
On the following year the Government recognized 
Simbo as a Seventh-day Adventist village. 

Pupils of the Simbo School, Praise God the Al-
mighty and let the light that comes from the Magni- 
ficent crown of God at the foot of Mt. Stabun bring 	, 
peace into your hearts. 	 MANI 	. 
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Chinese Colporteur Corps Organized 
BY PASTOR Ho WAI YUE 

Colporteur evangelism is a pioneer work in un-
opened lands, and has long been esteemed as such by 
our mission. The first beginnings of work in Viet-
nam were made by canvassers, first of whom was 
Pastor Tan Kia Ou, who came as a colporteur from 
South China in 1921. This beginning led eventually 
to the founding of the Chinese church in Cholon. 
Other colporteurs followed, but not being based in 
the country, their work did not develop as strongly 
as it should. 

Meanwhile, work among the Vietnamese by their 
own colporteurs was launched, but it was found to 
be difficult for them to labor for the Chinese because 
of the language barrier. 

After the appointment of Brother Chin Kong Tai 
to the leadership of the Union publishing work, he 
made a visit to Vietnam, and called for those who 
would devote themselves to this work. Diligent 
training was given to the volunteers, from May 4 to 
May 11, including two hours of instruction and three 
hours of practice daily. The territory and literature 
were divided among four groups. Brother Chin accom-
panied each group into the field for further encour-
agement. Results were excellent. In the three suc-
ceeding months, one thousand subscriptions to the 
Chinese "Signs of the Times" have been sold. 

The prospects are bright. We hope that you will 
remember the Chinese colporteur work in your 
prayers. 

MALAY STATES MISSION 
President 	  Y. H. Phang 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 Y. C. Wan 

140 Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur 

Ipoh Effort 
A recent letter from Brother Joshua Chong in-

forms us that he is laying definite plans to start an 
evangelistic effort in our new Ipoh church. This-
will be the second public effort held in that church 
this year, the first effort being conducted by Pastor 
Ho Wai Yue in March. Brother Chong further 
informs us that he has a group of young people in 
his baptismal class, and he hopes that these will be 
ready for baptism before the close of the year. 

Over the Top in Two Days 
BY W. H. WOOD 

Principal, Malayan Union Seminary 

Early this year our Ingather:ng goal was set for 
$10,000. Because of the needs of our Science De-
partment however, it was later decided, after careful 
consideration, to raise the goal to $15,000. 

Over $6,000 was solicited from the big com-
panies that contribute each year, by a few of the 
teachers and administrative personnel,. before the 
official opening of the campaign. Among the stu-
dents, enthusiasm ran high as plans were made for 
organization in each class. Regulations in the Colony 
prohibit any student under sixteen years of age from,  
soliciting but this was not allowed to hinder the out-
come in any way. 

On Tuesday morning, Nov. 9, the students gathered 
in the chapel for general instruction and to ask,  
God's help in their endeavors. They were then, given 
materials and assigned their territories and many 
were on their way by nine o'clock. All during the 
two field days there was bubbling excitement as the 
students worked. Some were hesitant to tell of their 
success lest others, knowing of it, might not work so 
hard. 

Thursday morning the entire student body gathered 
in the chapel to hear the reports of the total results. 
You would have been thrilled through and through 
could you have been to that meeting and heard the 
reports come in. One veteran missionary remarked, 
"I have never seen anything like this in my whole 
life!" The various classes had goals from a few 
hundred dollars up to fifteen hundred, depending 
upon the age group and the size of the class. Every 
class made its goal, while many doubled, and in some 
cases, trebled the goals set. In the two assigned 
field days over $16,000 was raised by students and 
teachers.. When the total figures for all the solicit-
ing that had been done were in, this became $23,835. 
By the time all the money is in we expect it will 
amount to $25,000. This is truly a remarkable feat 
for a student-teacher group to have accomplished in 
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the electric light. They had come while I was away 
and noticed that our light was not bright enough, 
so one of them went to borrow a 100 W bulb to 
replace our 60 W one. Pastor Kang was impressed 
at the readiness of these women to help us although 
they had been discouraged by their pastor from com-
ing. The song service was quite lively even though 
most of them had to get used to our song books. 
The attendance was good at the very start, number-
ing about twenty-five and occupying almost all the 
seats we had provided. All were attentive through-
out the entire meeting, and some were taking down 
notes. The next evening about thirty came avid 
and from then on we had a steady attendance of 
about twenty. 

After a week Pastor Kang suggested that we pay 
a return visit to them at their Sunday service. As 
usual, Satan tries to hinder the work. We thought 
that their Siamese Pastor would just advise them 
individually against attending our meetings, but he 
had prepared a long discourse on that Sunday to 
attack our beliefs, from the immortal soul to the 
keeping of God's Ten Commandments. Again his 
favourite texts were quoted from Rom. 14 and Gal. 3 
plus the story of Lazarus and the rich man. This 
time he emphasized his point by saying after every 
quotation "The Bible says so. These are not my 
own words." Pastor Kang didn't understand what 
he said because he preached in Siamese. After the 
meeting I gave a brief account of what had been sa'd 
in the service. We thought that it might affect their 
members somewhat, and wondered whether any of 
them would come to us in the evening. Thank God, 
almost all of the same group returned that very same 
evening to hear Pastor Kang speak about "The 
Present Day Forbidden Fruits." The Holy Spirit 
must have been pleading with the hearts of those 
people. 

The last two days of Pastor Kang's stay were spent 
in visiting the homes of those that came. Just the 
day before leaving Pastor Kang wanted me to take 
him to see the Siamese pastor in his office. We found 
him standing outside the door of the government 
store watching the unloading of rice. He invited us  

immediately to his office up-stairs. We conversed 
with him about the general progress of Christianity 
in Thailand, and gradually came to the discussion of 
some of our outstanding beliefs which differ from 
theirs. The questions on circumcision, Laws of 
Moses, Ten Commandments, and the keeping of God's 
Sabbath, etc., were explained to him from his own 
Bible. After about an hour's study the Siamese had 
nothing more to support his arguments except by 
saying that he thinks that what he believes is right. 
We had prayer with him for the Holy Spirit's guid-
ance in his further study of His Word and Pastor 
Kang promised to send him more literature. We 
sincerely pray that the Lord will open the eyes of 
this man so that some day he will witness for Him 
in the right way. 

Thai Services in Bangkok 

Another milestone was passed in the work in Bang-
kok when, on August 25, separate church services 
were inaugurated for the respective Thai and English 
speaking members. Formerly, due to lack of leader-
ship, and because there were only a small number of 
Thai members, it was felt best to have all services 
conducted jointly in the two languages and this is 
the plan that has been followed during most of the 
years that there has been an organized work in Thai-
land. 

Naturally, much of the interest and inspiration 
was lost from the sermons and other parts of the 
services that had to be translated. It has been long 
dreamed of a church made up entirely of Thai speak-
ing people, and this dream has at last became a 
reality. 

It is a real inspiration to visit the various 
groups that meet on the Bangkok Mission Hospital 
compound on Sabbath. The English preaching ser-
vice is held in the church and begins at 8:45. This 
is followed by Sabbath School in the Thai language, 
with a special class for the English speaking mem-
bers. However, most of the English speaking mem-
bers are officers in other divisions of the Sabbath 
School, so this class is not large. At the same time 
Primary and Kindergarten classes are conducted in 
English in their respective rooms, and Junior Sab-
bath School is held in the chapel of the hospital. A 
preaching service in Thai is held in the church at 
eleven o'clock, while Mrs. Milne conducts a Junior 
service in the hospital chapel. 

There has been a considerable increase in the mem-
bership of the Sabbath School since this change was 
made. Many of the Hospital workers, who formerly 
found little interest in attending Sabbath School, 
have now became regular members. The preaching 
service in Thai is carried on, for the most part, by 
Thai young men who are being trained to become 
evangelists. All of the Thai members have entered 
enthusiastically into the new program, and surely, 
with God's blessing, great progress will be made. 
Please pray for these new churches. 
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a few days. Many missionary contacts were made 
in addition to the funds gathered. Surely, we have 
ample proof that the Lord is on our side and that He 
went before us as we called upon the people.  

pledged to work hard to win many of his old friends 
to the truth. He plans to work especially hard for 
his witch friends. Please pray that through this 
layman's effort many may be saved in the kingdom 
to come. 

NORTH BORNEO MISSION 
President 	 . 	. 	A Mountain 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 D. P. Siagian 
P.O. Box 34, Jesselton, North Borneo 

THAILAND 
President 	 
Vice-President 	 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 

MISSION 
Wayne A. Martin 

V. L. Son 
S. T. Soli 

Malajin 
BY J. T. POHAN 

Malajin was born a heathen, Until he found hope 
and deliverance in his Saviour his life was one of 
constant fear; fear of enemies, fear of dreams, fear 
of evil spirits and fear of many other objects. Despite 
the many chickens, pigs, goats, buffalos, etc., he 
sacrificed to pacify the evil spirits he was ever 
wretched without hope, so for many a year he earn-
estly sought for some kind of religion that could 
bring satisfaction to his poor soul. 

At first he joined the Catholic church, but before 
long he felt that this was just a modernized heathen-
ism, still holding him fast under the bondage of the 
evil spirits. Later he embraced the Islam faith. This 
too could not give consolation to his soul. Finally, 
in disgust, he went back to his heathen superstition. 

"God looked down from heaven for those that did 
seek Him." Ps. 53:2. After wandering here and 
there for a soul-resting place and finding none, a 
certain member, by providence, made contact with 
him and pointed him to Jesus who could deliver him 
from the power of Satan. He became so interested 
that he made arrangements for his whole family to 
study the message together. Soon they decided to 
accept Christianity and to be free from the deceptive 
power of the evil spirits. Today the whole family 
rejoice in the liberty Jesus is giving them. 

Before they became well established in the faith, 
their Devil-Master, as they called him, came to their 
home for his last visit. In the middle of the night 
Malajin's wife awoke and began to talk under the 
influence of the evil spirit. Knowing it was useless 
to interrupt her as she was under the full control of 
Satan, the husband knelt in prayer at the other 
corner of their bed, asking Jesus to send away the 
evil spirit as they did not want anything further to 
do with it. Immediately his wife was released from 
the evil power and became herself again. Then and 
there they both praised the Lord who is stronger 
than Satan and who is mighty to save. This ex-
perience helped them to be more earnest and sin-
cere in their new found religion. 

Malajin seizes every opportunity to share his faith 
with others. He is so zealous and full of enthusiasm 
that he can scarcely keep quiet. He talks about 
his Saviour to the people at home. He talks on the 
way, in the fields, in the market-places and every-
where he finds opportunity. By God's help he has 

1325 Rama IV. Road, Bangkok, Thailand 

Interest in Bhuket 
BY EDWARD Lim 

During the recent visit of Pastor Kang to the 
island of Bhuket, I approached the deaconess of the 
local Christian church and negotiated for the use 
of their chapel. She had no objections to it per-
sonally, and I thought they would let us use it be-
cause I have been keeping good relations with all 
their members, and had been giving them Bible studies 
during the year at the same place. But the following 
day she came to say that she was awfully sorry be-
cause some of their members would not agree to the 
proposition. Later I learned that they consulted 
their former Siamese pastor, who is now the manager 
of a government firm and still preaches to them 
every Sunday. Doubtless he is the one behind the 
objection. As you already know, last year I had 
a series of studies with their members and the ques-
tion of Sabbath keeping and the nature of man after 
death caused some stir among them. Their pastor 
had to spend much effort and time to quote for them, 
Rom. 14, Gal. 3 and the story of Lazarus and the 
rich man to show that there is an immortal soul, 
that keeping the Ten Commandment is a curse and 
that keeping the Sabbath is not necessary, etc. 
Evidently he doesn't like a repetition of this expe-
rience. But it means that I had to look for some 
other place. At last I thought of our Clinic waiting 
room, so I borrowed their Bibles and blackboards 
which they kindly lent us and brought them over to 
the clinic. All chairs, stools and benches available 
were gathered together and the waiting room was 
converted into a veritable chapel with a seating 
capacity of about thirty. 

On Sabbath afternoon while Pastor Kang was ar-' 
ranging his subjects I went out to visit all the Chris-
tian families in and about town and invited as many 
as possible to attend our first meeting. Song service 
was to start at 7:00 and the sermon at 7:30. We 
wondered how many of those invited would turn up. 
At 7:00 o'clock I stood at the door to greet my 
visitors. While standing there it came to my mind 
that during the last few months the electric lights 
used to go off for about 15 minutes just in the midst 
of our meeting time. We shouldn't let this interrupt 
the progress of our meetings, so while there was yet 
no one coming I hurried to get a gas lamp ready. I 
had to go to the store to get some mantles, and when 
I returned I found several lady members busy with 
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