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Progress in Greece

Last year the Christian world celebrated the
ninefeen hundredth anniversary of the apostle
Paul's arrival in Europe and the beginning of his
missionary work in Greece. On this occasion
Christians of many denominations went on pilgrim-
age to the cities which the great missionary, accord-
ing to the account in the Acts of the Apostles,
had visited. A special map of Greece was even
prepdred so as to present more graphically Paul’s
work in that land.

| was deeply moved, as | was recently priv-
ileged to visit some of the places which have
become tamous through their connection with the
great apostle. These are the battlefields on which
newborn Christianity and age-old heathenism
waged their ruthless war. The Christian religion
won glorious victories. Thriving churches were
founded in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth. In
Athens and Berea as well, believers were found.
Today the people of these cities are only too
satistied with -a worship consisting of rites and
traditions, and true Chrisfianity is often lacking.
Ard so there is need for @ new preaching of the
gospel, in order to put life info that which is nearly
dead. , '

It is already many years since the odvent
movement gained a foothold in. Greece, but its
development has been slow, A new day seems

By R. Gerber

Treasurer, Southern European Division

to be breaking, however, for our work there, as
| could see on my recent frip.

Coming by train from Yugoslavia, | stopped
first at Salonika, the former. Thessalonica. In spite
of the early. morning hour of my arrival, the pres-
ident of the Grecian Mission, C. Christoforides,
was at the station to meet me. In contrast to the
cool, cloudy weather | had left in Belgrade, the
sun was shining here in Greece and the temper-
ature was like summer instead of the aciual late
March. Thessalonica, a large city, lies on the shore
af the Aegean Sea. Our work has been established
there for quite a long time, and we have a build-
ing just outside the city where the church meets
for services and in which D. Christoforides, the
pastor, lives. There are about thirty members in
this church.

From Thessalonica | ook the bus to Bereq,
seventy-five kilometers distant.  The Bereans are
still noble ‘and zealous in their study of the
Scriptures, os Paul described them. We have some
ten members in this vicinity. We were informed
that there were in the city seventy-four churches
or meeting places of various religious denomina-
tions ; thus the hall which- we have now rented

- will be the seventy-fitth, Quite a figure for a city

of twenty-five thousand inhabitants I Our sisters
in Berea have furnished the hall attractively, and
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it looks very
inviting. D,
Christoforides
of Thessa-
lonica is also
. cdrryi-ng on
evangelistic
work in Berea.
In one of the
publicsquares,
a kind of altar
marks the spot
where the apo-
stle Paul prea-
ched the gos-
pel nineteen
cenluries ago.
The railway
from Thessa-
lonica to
Athens goes
by the city of
Katerine,where
we stopped for a few hours. We have there about
twelve members who were formerly in the habit of
meetfing ot the home of our young worker, G.
Kotsasarides. - However, we have recently been
able to rent a hall of our own, even though it is a
former tobacco warehouse. Some of the oldest
members from Turkey belong to the Katerine
church. ,
In both Berea and Katerine | noticed thot
the storks seemed very much at home. | saw
nests on the roofs of several houses in Berea, and
in Katerine o tame stork preened its feathers
peacefully in one of the public squares.

Newly rented hall at Berea.

Naturally, we have not forgotten that our

chapel in Athens was dedicated just two years
ago. This has been o real encouragement tor our

The Glorious Mission

« I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.»
Jobn 17 : 4. .

This double statement is remarkable. Jesus stated
clearly, « I have finished the work.» One might
believe that at that moment Christ’s work was about
to begin. His success might have been measured
differently. His activity might have been presented
in another light. All Liis activity had taken place in
a small country, within a radius of only a few hun-
dred kilometers. He had left no organization, no

’

members and an attraction for our friends, who
had formerly avoided our services because of
the unsightly meeting place, but who now enjoy
coming. The public meefings, which on summer
evenings are held in the open air on the chapel
terrace, are on the whole well attended.

Near Athens, in Niceea, we have a hall in-
which the members in this city and those from
Peireeus hold their meetings. As this meeting place
is entirely inadequate, a building site has been

purchased, due to the generosity of a sister across

the sea, and our brethren hope soon to be able
to build a chapel. '

During my
short stay in
Greece, | also
visited Corinth,
where an inte-
rest has alrea-’
dy been arous-
ed in the ad-
vent message.
There aresome
members on
the island of
Crete, and we
hope soon to
have a repre-
sentative o't

our faith on.
the island of
Chios.

At the end

of last year,
our five chur-
chesinGreece

had 193 members.
place in 1951,

Athens chapel.

Seventeen baoptisms took

Resumé of a sermon by W. R. Beach, July 26, 1952,

at the Bogenhofen Educational Convention

buildings. He had not written any books. He had
left only some principles, and a bandful of men who
were impregnated with those principles. Yei He
said, « I have finished the work which Thou gavest
Me to do.» . ) .

1o the first part of His statement, Jesus defined the
nature of His work. He said, « I have glorified Thee
on the earth:.» Jesus measured the suceess of His
activity by His acceptanee of the mission that God had
entrusted to Him. Cbrist’s acts, His miracles. only
contributed to the accomplishment of the work of God.
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The work of God was a mission. Christ said, « Thou
hast sent Me. » And He accepted that mission. He
gave Himself completely to it. He identified Himself
with His Father’s mission. And since He had done
this, He could say at that moment of His existence,
« I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to
do. »

He stated further, « As Thou hast sent Me into
the world, even so have I also sent them into the
world. » In other words, lJesus entrusted .to His
disciples the same mission which had bheen entrusted
to Him by His Father. <« And the glory which Thou
gavest Me I have given them. »

We see, then, the same mission and the same
preparation for its accomplishment. It is a remark-
able thing that when the disciples received that mis-
sion from the Master's hands, they were not dis-
couraged. They were not even astonished. It was
a natural thing in their eyes. There had been such
a close association between the mission of the Father
and the work of His Son that it seemed natural that
that work should be carried to the ends of the earth.
And they accepted that mission. They staried with
that little piece of land which is hardly visible on the
map of the world, and they spread the knowledge
of Christ to the ends of the earth.

That seems to us an extraordinary thing. But, T
repeat, there was no astonishment on the part of the
disciples. They were not overwhelmed by the mission
enirusted to them. It was not something which mus¢
be done ; it was something that one could not prevent
from being accomphshed because it had the power
of a divine -mission freely accepted, one with which
they had identified themselves. It is thus that the
disciples went forth to conquer the world.

When we come to the history of the church in
our time, we realize that that same mission is ours,
In Revelation 14, you will remember that the angel
flying « in the midst of heaven » was « saying with
a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to Him. » The
mission of thie chiurch on this earth remains to its
final hour the same: that of Christ, to glorify God,
That has hecome the mission of the remnant church,

The apostle Peter, in Acts 3, presented the pro-
gram for the last days. He spoke of a work of repent-
ance and conversion, then of a time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord. That is before Jesns
comes, before the caestitution of all things.» That
was the picture given by Peler of the mission of the
church in the last days. In hisfirst epistle we read :

< That. . . they may by your good works, which
they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. »

Then in Revelation 18 we see the last fresco un-
veiled : « After these things I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power ; and the
earth was lightened with his glory. » The Old Testa~
ment prophets spoke of the earih being covered with
the glory of God. That is what God proposes to do.
And here we have come to the fulfillment. An angel
descends, and as a result the earih is filled with the
glory of God.

I imagine that it is at that moment that the charch
of God can repeat with Christ, « We have glorified
Thee on the earth. "We have finished the work which
Thou gavest us to do.»

One guestion may be asked : What does it mean
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to glorify God ¢ What does it mean to radiate the
glory of God so that it fills the earth ? Returaing to
Christ’s prayer, we find an intimation.

«1 have manifested Thy name unto the men
which Thou gavest Me out of the world. .. .And the
glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them. »

Christ had manifested God’s name to His disciples,
and He had given them His glory. What is the glory
of God ¢ The experience of Moses is eloquent in this
regard. Moses had an intimate relationship with God ;
we are told that God spoke with him « face to face,
as a man speaketh unto his friend.» God said tlo
Moses, « I know thee by name.» And that gave
Moses an idea. <« Show me Thy glory, » he asked.
God knew Moses’ name ; now Moses would like to
know the name and the glory of God. And God con-
sented :

« I will make all My goodness pass betore thee,
and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee. »

God made known all His goodness, all His charac-
ter, all thal His name represents in heaven and on
earth, all that constituted His glory.

God’s. purpose was to make known His glory —
His name and His virtues — through the human beings
He had created. There are two passages which might
be cited :

« This people have I formed for Myself ;
show forth My praise. » Isa. 43: 21.

«But ye are a chosen-generation, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye
should show forth the virtues of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light, »
1 Peter 2 : 9, marginal reading.

‘In this passage, 1 Peter 2: 9-12, there are three
points which I should like to mention.

First, God wants a people which is conscious of its
mission, and also of its posilion : ¢ a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people. » .

Then, in verses 10 and 11, we see that it is a
people who resist the assaults of the world and who
persevere in the exemplification of the Christian virtues.
God’s method of education is positive. He does not
call on His people to proclaim the errors of others.
He does not ask them to show forth before the world
the moral turpitude of Satan. Rather, it is the virtues
of God that must be glorified. We must constantly
glorify God through the influence of a character
formed in His image.

When we come to verse 12, there is something
very inleresting : « Having your conversation bonest
among the Gentiles : that, whereas they speak against
you as evildoers, they may by your good works,
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of
visitation. »

The work of God will always encounter opposition.
Sometimes it seems to create opposition. I think it is
hecause we speak of God’s character but do not reflect
it. We proclaim the message, but we do not show
forth the virtues. The apostle says that when the
heathen see our good works — the exemplification of
God’s character — they will « glorify God in the day
of visitation. »

What constitutes the triomph of this work ? Why
could Jesus say that His work was finished ! First,

they shall
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because He had accepted God's
mission. Second, the work was
finished in Him. It is easy -to
allow ourselves to speak only
of finishing God’s work in the
is not until the
work of God has heen finished
in our own character that the
world will see God’s glory and .
His work will trinmph.

What took the message to
the ends of the earth in the time
of the apostles? Why could
Christ say « I have finished Thy
work » 2 Because He had accepted
the mission, because the work

He had molded characters which
could nol be resisted anywhere
in the world. He had-not formed
very many. He tried to train
twelve, and we do not know how
many of them were complelely
formed. We know there was
one complele failure. Perhaps if
you had been in His place, with twelve sludents,
and one had failed miserably, you would
called it a disaster. Jesus bad the same anxieties.
But He had confidence. He knew that His work was
finished because He was sending into the world
characters formed in the image and the glory of God,
and- nothmg could prevent them from accomplishing
their mission. .

That — let us never forget — is the work of
Chistian educators : to form glorious characters. Itis
better for one young man or woman to emerge from
our schools with a character permeated with the glory
of God lhan for one hundred to go out and do nothing
for the Lord. The work of education is not measured
by numbers. It is not measuréd by buildings and
equipment ; they represent possibililies and nothing
more. But if an educator has sent out into the world
one character formed in the image of God, then he

“can-say, ¢ | have glorified Thee ; I have finished Thy

work. »

All our great educators have understood Lhis. I
remember, when [ was a student at Walla Walla
"College, spending an evening wilh the Bible teacler,
O. A. Johnson. He was nol only a greal Bible teacler
and a greal scholar, bul also a great man. He had a
wonderful library, at that time better perhaps/lhan

~

« The - difficulies we have to encounter may be very
much lessened by that meekness which hides itself in Christ,
It we passess the humility of our Master, we shall rise above
the -slights, the rebuffs, the annayances to which we are
daily exposed, and they will cease to cast a gloam over the
spirit.  The highest evidence of nobility in a Christian is self-
He who under abuse or'cruelty fails to. maintain a
calm and irustful” spirit, robs God of His right to reveal in
him His own pertfection of character, »

— Desire of Ages, p. 301.

Bogenhofen seminary, Austria, where the Division educalwnal .
“ convention was held, July 18-26.

have’
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that of the college. ‘He bad a real affection for his
books. '

I said to him that evening, ¢« Yon have collected
an enormous number of books ; you have prepared so
many manuscripts ; you have done a great work. »

I shall never forget his reply. He turned to me
and said quietly, ¢ Young man, I have done only one
thmg I have trained a few characlers. Not many
— perhaps five. And, » he added, «I should like you
to he one of them. » -

He who trains a character in the virtues of God,
it is he who 'has accomplished His work. If ‘we
could form one handred such characters in Sonthern
Europe, it would nol be many years bhefore all our
countries were won to the message of Christ. There’
are those who say that we will never finish the work
because each year there are more than a million added
to the population of the world. But if we were the
men we should be, it wonld take a mere bandful of
workers without many resources and the whole
world would soon know the glory of God.

That is the goal to which we as educators must
work : to form characters ‘and to send them out into
the world. Their influence will be fell far and wide.
With the means of transportation and commungication
at our disposal today, the problem of finishing God’s
work is nothing. The problem is to prepare a people
who will reflect the glory of God. And it is the prep-
aration of this people which we have entrusied to
the educators. We have confidence in you. I seea
look in your eyes which says, ¢ We are going to do
lhe work of God. We are going .lo reflect His glory,
His character. And lhat glory of God will spread and
will cover the earth.»

To that end we need to repent, to take up our
work in a new spirit, {0 hecome new creatures our-
selves. May God grant us the spirit of repentance,
so that He may remove all that is not right and cause
us. to know and to make known His glory. May we
one day be able to say, « We have glorified Thee on
the earlh ; we have finished Thy work. » _
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What Habpened at B_og’enhdfen .

«Four years ago Bogenhofen seminary did not
exist, » remarked O.Schuberth, educational secretary
-of the Southern European Division, summing up the
progress made in the four-year period since the last
such gathering, as he opened the first regular session
.of the educational convention held July 18-26 on the
campus of our fledgling school in Austria.

Almost half of the forty-nine delegates present had '

attended the Florence convention in 1948. E. E. Cos-
sentine, secretary of the General Conference Department
-of Education, was again a welcome guest, with L. R.
Rasmussen, his associate, visiting Europe for the first
time. L.M. Hamiiton of the Northern European Divi-
sion and E. Berner of the Central European Division
represented the educational work in those territories.
W. R. Beach, president of the Southern Euaropean
Division, remained - throughout the convention.
R. Gerber, F. Charpiot, A. Meyer, and G. Cupertino
«of the Division staff were also present, as was M. Tiéche,
educational secretary of the Franco-Belgian Union.
Then there were the faculties of the various schools

— Collonges, Italy, Portugal, and Spain. And, by no -

means the least important, our missionary educators:
Brother and Sister J. Zurcher of Madagascar, and
Brother and Sister P. Bernard from the Cameroun.

All day Friday, July 18, the delegates arrived —
some by car, the top-piled high with baggage; others
by train, to be met at Braunau by the blue Volks-
wagen for which Bogenhofen seminary finds so many
uses. The dignified old castle had perhaps never
housed such a cosmopolitan group as crowded into
its pleasant rooms. The overflow (for there were far
too many for the space available at the school) was
sént to nearby Schloss Hagenau, or, in the case of
those who had brought their cars, to a Braunau hotel.

It wasan attractive picture that met the eyes of the .

anew arrivals: a colorful flower garden at the entraoce,
with neat white benches here and there; gay deck
<chairs under the trees on the grassy lawn; white ducks
swimming lazily in the still pond; a neatly graveled
courtyard; and everywhere the hum of activity as
the school family — somewhat reduced in numbep
daring the summer — cheerfully attended to the end-
less tasks of farm, dairy, garden, and school homes.
‘The finishing touches were just being -given to the
new stable at the rear — a model stable which has
become the wonder of the surrounding countryside.
A number of the newly arrived visitors came out to
watch as a bewildered cow and rebellious calf were
introduced to the delights of their new home.

It would be hard to determine ihe exact moment
when the atmosphere became definitely that of an edu-
cational convention. Perhaps it began with the timely
and appropriate Sabbath sermon preached by L.Schoee-
bauer, president of the Auastrian Union. Certainly it
was established beyond question when L. R. Ras-
mussen that afternoon gave a deeply stirring study
on the basic principles of Christian education, appealing
to every educator to keep the stream which flows from

A Report of the Educational Convention -

the Source of truth unsullied by the false theories
carrent in the schools of the world.

As soon as it was dark enough that evening, Jean
Zurcher showed a fascinating series of pictures of our
work in Madagascar and particularly of the schools
there.-

The davs that followed shaped themseélves into the
pattern of the program which O.Schuberth had care-
fully plannéd in advance. Each morning began with
a brief devotional study. Thus A. Vaucher, veteran
Bible student and teacher, drew a profound spiritual
lesson from 2-Cor. 2:14 — that it is only as we con-
sent Lo be conquered by Christ that we can he victors
in Christ. Paul Steiner focused atiention on the mi-
raculous aspect of Christian education, symbolized by
the miracle of Elisha in conneclion with the school
of the prophets. Charles Comiot testified from per-
sonal experience to the saving power of a victorious
Chirist as presented by John the Revelator. M. Vincent-
elli set forth the vanity of human pride in the face of
eternal realities. M. Tiéche used Paul's question to
the Corintbians, « What hast thou that thou hast not

‘received?» as a basis for a study on gratitade.

Following the devotional period, the morning was
given over to lectures and discussion. Needless to
say, we cannot here do justice to all the subjects
treated.~ L. R. Rasmussen’s studies on the philosophy
of Christian education and E. E, Cossentine’s presen-
tation of the stewardship of the Christian teacher —
the «teacher sent from God» — set the keynote.

Delegates in attendance at Bogenhofen. convention.

Over and over it was emphasized that the teacher
must himself be what he wishes his students to

become. If the parents of our youth could have

been there, they would have been touched at seeing
how deeply and humbly these teachers feel their
responsibility before God for the souls of their
students and for the development of their talents.
Prolonged and constructive discussion took place as
to whether, and to” what extent, the products of our
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RECAPITULATION
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIV, : 2 8
Austrian Union Conference 2611 — 8) 30 8 27 65 15 2626 3 b 3 — 2681 1972
Czechoslovakian » » 5994 — _— - —  — — — bB99%4 3 2 19— 5845 5400
Franco-Belgian » » 3621 3 99 15 8 45 68 381 3652 28 2 5 - 3 3724 2758
Hungarian » » 7325 — —_ e — — — 71325 10 4 35 — 7000 6500
Jugoslavian » » 7288 —_ —_— —— — — — 17288 5 — — — 9000 8000
Rumanian » » 36790 — — — - — — — 36790 1 — — — 36000 31000
Swiss . » » 3145 3 81 10 20 23 53 28 3173 8 3 5 4 3022 2150
Angola Mission 5051 — 37 — 3 37 40 -3 5048 5 — — 105 12926 11130
French West and Eq Afr. U.M. 2664 — —_— — — — — — 2664 7 2 94 68 9181 7500
Indl_an Ocean Union Mission .... 2249 1 40 14 10 31 55 -15 2234 6 14 4 9 3997 2720
1talian » P .. 1893 2 60 21 3 11 35 925 '1918 8 2 7 - 2215 1951
North African » » 688 1 34 9 1 15 25 -9 697 6 1 3 — 701 431
Portuguese » » 1674 2 84 12 7 6 25 59 1733 4 — 13 B 2660 2304
Bulgarian Conference .......... 2201 —_ — — - — — — 2201 4 — —_— — 2000 1500
Grecian Mission ................ 193 1 N — 1 1 2 195 1 1 1 207 173
Portuguese East Afr. Mission .. 344 — — — = = — — 344 1 — 9 — 2100 1500
Spanish Mission .............. 753 — — — e — - — 753 4 2 2 1 996 787
Tangier Mission .............. 5 — — — — —_— 5 — — — 7 7
TOTALS, 2nd QUARTER, 1952 .. 84489 352 13 518 111 60 196 367 151 84640 344 126 44 195 260 1452 1914 104262 87783
TOTALS, 2nd QUARTER, 1951 78206 497 29 3331 90 59 2847 2996 335 78541 49 209 348 1518 1946 93647 80672
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schools are meeting the needs of the field. School
finance came in for its share of examination, and the
importance of careful management and strict economy
was stressed. ' .
Mealtime, besides offering an interlade for relax~
ation and conversation, often brought surprises.
Austrian cooking is famous the world over, and to
have eaten Apfelstrudel at Bogenhofen is a memory
long to he treasured. On a more prosaic level, the
three delicious varieties of home-made bread were
accurately described by one delegate as « a real treat.»

The early afternoon was reserved for meetings of
subcommitiees and of the Bible, "history, language,
and mathematics and science sections — or for simply
streching out in the shade or walking in the woods.
At four o’clock the round-table discussions began, in-
‘troduced briefly by a chosen speaker, then’carried on
by the group. -Perhaps a list of the subjects consi-
de__;‘ed will give some idea of the scope of these dis-
cussions: the kitchen and dining room; entertainment,
also on the Sabbath; relationship between the sexes;
school territory and promotion; the teaching of cla@smal
literature ; the teaching load and other activities; re-
lationship between teachers and students; so-called
academic freedom; physical exercises and sports.; post-
graduate work and other means of professional im-
provement for the teacher; preparation of students
for practical aspects of life; employment of the teacher
during the summer. While it would perhaps be too
much to say that a final solution was found for each
of these problems, yet, «in multitude of counsellors
there is safety, » and the free discussions in an atmos-
phere of mutual respect and comprehension were un-
doubtedly belpfal.

Variety characterized the evening schedule. Two
evenings were devoted to pictures which Professor
Cossentine had taken on recent trips to the South
Sea Islands and to India. One of the most inspira-
tional lectures was that given by P. Lanarés on
< Spiritual leadership in the school.» E. Berner drew
from bis rich experience to emphasize thé place of
music in our educational system. The vision of the
Christian educator, with its implied responsibility,
was L. M. Hamilton’s subject.

Pioneer Work in Majunga

Majunga, the principal port on the west coast of

Madagascar, is the administrative centér of a province

of 683,000 inhabitants.

" It was in 1935 that the first effort was made ‘to
evangelize this city where Hindus, Chinese, Arabs,
Comoro islanders, and natives of all parts of Mada-
gascar rub -elbows. At present our church there has
forty-eight members, and our -well-built chapel is
located in the best section of.ihe city. The younger
sister of the Majunga church is that of Marovoay,
ninety kilometers in the interior. There oar members
meet in a rented hall which is not large enough. With
the little company at Ambato-Boéni, these iwo organ-

REVIEW

The translators had their work cut out for them.
The official language of the convention was French,
simuitaneous translations into English and German
being provided for smaller groups. One lighter mo-
ment was provided when an American speaker remar-
ked that « Resolutions are like crying babies in church;
they should be carried out, » and ihe harassed French
translator, on the spur of the moment, could only
suggest ‘that they be « executed » !

On Friday, after breakfast and a brief morning
worship conducted by R. Bermeilly, the whole group
was loaded into two large busses and taken for an
excursion in the Salzkammergut, Auastria’s delightful
region of lakes and montains. That evening, after a
day spent in contemplating God’s. handiwork, it was
a reverent group who responded to Elder Cossentine’s
appeal for a new and complete consecration. .

Elder Beach’s sermon on Sabbath morning (a
summary of which appears in this issue) was a chal-
lenge to every educator to measure up. to his task.
In the afternoon, each of the school principals was
introduced in turn: A. F. Raposo of Portugal, I
Aguilar of Spain, P. Bernard of the Cameroun, J.
Zurcher of Madagascar, Bert Beach of Italy, F. Pie-
ringer of Bogenhofen, and P. Lanarés of Collonges.

-Each spoke briefly of progress and plans for the

tutare. Then, as the Sabbath drew toward its close,
it was time to say farewell. Brethren Cossentine and
Rasmussen each added a personal message of appre-
ciation and courage. Greetings were voted to be sent
to the educators of the Norihern European Division,

-who would . be meetlng in a similar convention the

following week.

A few appropriate words of closing by Doctor
Schuberth ; voices blending “in the memory-evoking
strains of ¢« God Be With You Tiill We Meet Again »;
a final prayer by the Division president ; and the 1952
educational convention was in the past.

< If we go from this meeting, » said E. E. Cos-
sentine, ¢ with our faith in God strengthened and
with confidence in our educational program, we will
see a new day emerging in our schools in the South-
ern European D1v1smn »

" May it be so. Amen.

By E. Villeneuve
?Presideni, Majunga Mission.

ized churches until very recently were all that we
had in the whole region along the main road to Ta-
nanarive.” Furthermore, these churches are composed

~almost exclusively of members originally from the

central plateau region, where other missions have been
solidly established since the beginning of the last cen-
tury. Our movement also has recruited almost all its
members from- this region. Evangelism among the
heathen tribes of the peripheral regions who consti-
tute three fourths of the totalpopulation has been hard-

. ly begun

- In September, 1948, we were sent to Majunga with
instructions to devote ourselves to the natives of the
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pfovince and to undertake evangelistic work among
these too long neglected tribes. .
From the very first, the size and difficulty of the
task seemed overwhelming. The immeuse Sakalava
“plain _extends throughout the coastal zone, and the
stifling heat, the deplorable state of the roads, and the
long distances separating the villages make travel
costly and tiring. The Sakalava race, which one
hundred years ago held the supremacy in Madagascar,
is gradually dying out. Unrestrained alcoholism, as
well as the degrading practices of paganism and
‘necromancy, to which these natives are fiercely at-
tached, are the sure agents of destruction. Farther

inland; in a richly vegetated and mountainous region, -

are ihe Tsimihety, who are multiplying rapidly. At
their present rate of increase, they will in a few years
be the predominant tribe, in numbers, in the northern
and western paris of Madagascar. .
Less fanatical than the Sakalavas, the Tsimibely
are asking for schools and offer no formal opposition
to the preaching of the gospel. It was therefore among
them that our first prospecting was done. But here
too the roads are poor, even impassable during six
months of the year because of tlhe tropical rains.
Each trip is a real expedition. How the missionary
would like to imitate the ¢ angel flying in the midst of
~ heaven » in order to conquer the problem of distance
and to- diffuse everywhere the joyful tidingsof salvation.

But we are profoundly grateful for the means which

have been placed at our disposal: an auntomobile, an’

electric generator, a slide projector, camping equip-
- ment, etc. — facilities undreamed of by the early
pioneers. ;

One of our first trips took us to Port-Bergé, on
the frontier of the Tsimihety tervitory. There sincere
friends ;awaited us, in particular. Henri Rama and his
wife. Having come in contact with our literature,
this couple accepted the message and were baptized
in 1942. For a number of years they were the only
Adventists of their race, but they kept the faith and
tried to share it with those around them, faithfully
sending their tithe to the Majunga church, three hun-
dred kilometers away.

To see how the land lay, we held afew meetings
in a wretclied little building, the only one we could
get in that vicinity. After so many years spent among
the more or less civilized peoples of the Tananarive
region, it was a new experience to preach the Word
to thiese « bushmen, » who speak an entirely different
language. However, in spite of the lack of discipline
manifesied by the audience, this first attempt was on
the whole encouraging. It was then that we made
the acqunaintance of Etienne Malaza, who had been
elected president of a district comprising fourteen
villages. Under the instruction of Henri Rama, he
was already keeping the Sabbath, and he invited us
earnestly to come and settle in his own village, Am-
paribhibe, sowie thirty kilometers away. Thus the

"doors were opening from several directions.

Bat, as we made more contacts, a dramatic real-
ity impressed itself little by litile upon our minds.
Except for a few individuals who constitute a small

élite, the population as a whole, simple-minded and .

illiterate, does not take kindly to direct evangelism.
It is a real miracle when an aduit is delivered from
the lieavy chains of immorality and drunkenness. The

~ God.
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children and youth — a plastic clay which can be
molded — offer our best chance. In such an environ-
ment, educational work is the best if not the only
entering wedge. In our planning, therefore, we gave
priority Lo the constiruction of outstations, each com-
prising a school, a chapel, and a house for the teach-
er-evangelist.

During 1949, we were granted some appropriations
which unfortunately did not always correspond to
the needs. It was a case of the covering spoken of
by Isaiah, t00 narrow for a man to wrap himself in it.
During the past three years, Lhe best energies of the
Majunga Mission were devoted to carrying out a
program of essential building. Although for tbis-
very reason the number of baptisms during those years
was modest, the stations which were brought forth
with 5o much labor have now begun-to grow of their
own accord and will contribute to the salvation of
many sounls to the glory of God.

There was no shortage of difficulties : finaneial
worries, the intricate problem of {ransporting mate-
rials, and above dll the consiant and discouraging
battle with the hereditary inertia of the native work-
men. But today we can look back and thank God
for the completion and equipping of thirteen buildings
— schools, chapels, and dwellings. The Lord’s money
has been spent parsimoniously, and these humble edi-
fices, buill by nalive methods, have cost on the ave-
rage less than § 250 each. Our brethren and sisters”
can rest assured that money given for missions is like
the good seed which yields thirty, sixty, and a bhun-
dredfold. . g

The first station finished, due -partly to the gene-
rosity of our brethren aud sisters of Mauvitius Island,
was that of Amboronazy. The school opened in July,
1950. In November of that year the first baptismal
ceremony was held at Port-Bergé. Seven Tsimihety,
like brands snatched from the burning, renounced their
fathers’ way of life and joined the people of God. In
January, 1951, the two schools at Port-Bergé and
Ambarihibé were inaugurated. In September, during
R. Gerber’s visil, the first annual meeting among the
Tsimihety was leld in the new Port-Bergé chapel.
We counted 108 present at the Sabbath meetings. This
number should inspire us with profound gratitude to
It was the first time.in the history of the advent
movement in Madagascar that churches have been
organized with members from other tribes than the
Hovas, Betsileos, or Sihanakas from the high plateaus.
At the evening meetings, the children of the various
schools vied with each other in presenting songs and
recitalions. Last November anothier baptismal cere-
mony was held at Ambarihibe. Five villagers, led by
Etienne. Malaza, joined the ranks of those who keep
the commandments of God. At the beginning of this
year, our fourth and fifth schools began operation,
one at Ankaraobato and the other at Andranofasika..
Thus we have three schools in. the Sakalava territory
and two among the Tsimihely, with a totalatiendance
of 275 pupils who are receiving ordinary elementary
instruction and ahove all the knowledge of the true
God ~and Saviour. Our hope is that these schools,
whose number is still growing, will prepare the way
for abundani harvesis in the falure.

- The present personnel of the mission includes five
teacher-evangelists, whose daily program is extremely
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crowded ; a sixth evangelist who is respoasible for
two churches; and a seventh who devotes part of his
time to the sale of our literature. All are consecrated,
faithful workers. Their help is a subject of joy and
gratitude to the missionary. .

" In February, 1952, as this article is written, a
new oufpost has been established :
been opened. With the help of Mila, the Tsimihety
evangelist, we have bheen holding preaching services
every evening for the last two weeks in a little rent-
ed hall here at Antsohihy. We have had to divide
the audience, holding an early meeting for the chil-
dren and a second for the adults. In spite of this;
the hall isincredibly overecrowded, and the atmosplere,
.in this the hottest month of the year, is almost un-
breathable. It is a severe slrain.on the body, but a
source of joy to the soul. If our brethren and sisters
in other lands could but once attend one of these
meetings and see the astonishment, anxiety, joy, writ-
ten on the faces as the gospel is revealed, then their
hearts would beat in nnison with ours and there
would be ardent prayers ascending to the Throne of
Grace. Many of these poor disinherited ones, the last
here on earth, will be the first in the kingdom-of heav-
en. .

Will You Be a Missionary

Our Heavenly Father has an only begotten Son.
This Son He sent to a lost world as a missionary, the
greatest missionary the world has ever seen. Obedi-
ently the Lord of the universe abandoned the glory
of heayen; humbly He put on the apparel of a work-
ing man, in order to be better able to serve.

Rejected by His people, thrust out of the Holy City,
He atoned for our sins on Calvary through His shame-
ful yet victorious death which won citizenship in the
New Jerusalem for the redeemed. Afier He had thus
laid the foundation of His church, He entrusted the
work first to the apostles and then to all of His fol-
lowers throughout the ce€nturies who have been called
to pass on the joyful tidings, to the end of the world.
« As My Father hath sent Me, even so send.I you,»
said Christ. In other words, ¢ As the Father made
-Me a missionary, even so do I make you missionaries. »

In view of the
creasing needs of the heathen world, would thatI
might plead the cause of missions with the zeal of an
apostle. Thick darkness covers the earth,

the Lord is risen» and is revealing itself to mankind
through the self-sacrifice of uncounted missionaries
who feel the-burden to win a faithful band from among

« every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. »

The sacred task of carrying the gospel to the
nations of earth. has fallen on our advenf youth.
The task is enormous but exalting. It requires untir-
ing, complete devotion.

Young reader, your Redeemer is saying, « You
_are 10 be a missionary for Me.» That this call cor-

\\
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a tenth chapel has.

aunfinished task and the ever-in- .

and men’s
hearts are enveloped in obscurity; but «the glory of -

REVIEW

‘We thank God for these few lamps which aré
being lit in the darkness of Madagascar. But in order
to illumine the whole island, much more is needed.
We need one hundred workers where there is now
only one. The problem weighing on our hearts just
now is that of training teacher-evangelists from among
the very tribes which we wish lo evangelize. The
Soamanandrariny seminary, near Tananarive, is too
far away. Yonng people from this region refuse to go
so far. What we should have, to supplement our
outschools where the children receive their elementary
instruction, is a central station offering a Bible course
“as well as secondary. instruction for the Tsimihety
and Sakalava youath. The influence of such a station
would be widespread.

A plot of land comprising some tlnrty Lectares,
well located from every point of view, has been chos—
en near Befandriana, and our request for the con-
cession has been presented to the government. We
hope that-means will be granted for carrying outl part
of the project this year. The finishing of God’s work
among the Madagascar heathen depends to a great
extent on putting this plan into operation. Brethren
and sislers, remember the future Befandriana station
in your prayers. ’

2

By M. Fridlin

Secretary, Southern European Division

responds to your deepest wishes, I' well know. How-
ever, in order to qualify for. this most difficult of all
roles, you must understand that the life of @ missionary
consists not only of interesting and varied trips. and
of exciting adventures in nnknown and mysterious
lands. You must also understand- God’s will for you.
If you are ready to follow Christ’s example, taking
upon ‘yourself the garments of service in order to
give yourself without reserve to the unfortunate of
this earth ; if you will lay your own desires-and pur-
poses on the altar of sacrifice and have nothing in your
hieart but love for souls; if you realize that God’s
word and prayer are two invincible weapons placed
at your disposal; if you will raise the banner of
Christ wherever the church may send vou, so that the
fortresses of evil will fall before the assaults of God’s
servants; if you are willing to die to this world’s
attractions, and if your courage is unshaken, either
by the repulsive realities of heathendom or by the
loneliness and sepa.atlon, even disappointments and
trials of all kinds ; if you are prepared to die like Liv-
“ingstone, if necessary, on your knees in prayer for
the people among whom you are working — then, dear
young reader, you will be a missionary.

Many a young person longs to accept God’s call
and to add new tales. of heroism to the annals of the
qoepel Not all can serve in foreign lands, but all,
without exceptlion, can have the Joy and pnwlege of
glorifying God’s holy name.

~ Youth of God’s army, rally for the last battle:
Be obedient to the Master ; go forth with confidence
and faith. The church stands behind you in full sym-
pathy, and Christ Himself leads the way.
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DROUGHT IN RODRIGUEZ ,

is about three days’ journey
easl of Mauritius. There is not a single antomobile
on the tiny island. Means of transportation are limited
to the ox .team, sailhoat, and punt. The principal
crop is corn, which makes possible the raising of
poultry and pigs. The population, rather backward,
is Catliolic. Many are illiterate.

Rodrignez Island

On this remote speck of land in the Indian Ocean
we have a few members. At the present time L. A,
Henviot, a retired worker, huas volunteered to live
there and keep- alive the flame of our message. The
following paragraphs are taken from one of Brother
Henviot's letlers to J. BeIIov, president of the Mau-
ritius Mission :

~ « We are passing through a time of crisis here
in Rodriguez, due to the severe drought. It must be
seen iu order lo be believed. Water is rationed. —
lwo hours in the mornivg and two hours in the eve-
uing. It is very disiressing for the poor natives who
depend on the harvest for their food. The corn is
drying up in the field. The sight moves one to pray
God to have pily on these poor people and to send
rainn from heaven on lbe hurning soil.

¢« The sixteen to eighleen thousand inhabilants
live in gross ignorance and practice all kinds of un-
cleanness. The result is that venereal disease, leprosy,
and tuberculosis are common.

¢« An object of particular worship is the pig. One
sees them everywhere. In some courtyards they are
tied to a tree, eighl or ten with one rope, like dogs.
Seeing this degrading spectacle, I could not help
remarking to some people- that the Word of God con-
demns all dealings with this unclean beast, which
Christ Himself one day sent into the sea.

« We have here Brother Grandcourt who lives in
a very remole spot. In order to visit him, we must
go the length of the island from east to west. It is
a pleasure for me to be in his home, for I breathe
there a real Christian atmosphere. Here is his story,
in a few words : In 1937, Brother Ruf came to make
a pastoral visit. Brother Grandeouri was very anxious
1o take advaniage of the occasion to be baptized. I
told bim in Brother Rul’s presence that he could very
well be baptized, for he was instructed on all points
of the message, but that as long as be was raising
pigs, it was impodsible. Fortunately, our brother
understood and got rid of the animals. He was
baptized, and his farmyald is outstandmg for its clean
liness. ~

S0 ™ Wy N W

“hands with me cordially when we meet.

REVIE W ‘ 11

« There are many other reasons for rejoicing.
New persons are coming to vur chapel at Port Mathu-
rin. I have learned thal it is not best to make t6o
much stir in the proclamation of the message, for the
priests have a great influence over these poor people.
I am therefore working very cautiously. ! have begun
with a devotional meeting every Sunday evening in
the Port Matharin chapel. Please pray that these
meetings may bear fruit to the glory of God. We
shall surely have some people ready for baptism the
next time a European missionary visits us. This will
be a subject of great joy for our litile company at
Rodriguez.

«] am doing all T can, with God’s help, to rep-
resent Him worthily on this island. The judge, the
chief of police, and the prison superintendent all shake
The little
daughtler of the police chief was very ill, and one
day he said 1o me, ¢« Pray to the good God for her.»
1 did so, of course, and now the child is out of danger.

« Twice a week, on Wednesday and on Sabbath,
I visit the farm on the heights. The voyage from
Port Mathurio to the North Bay is made in a small
sailboal. We are tossed in every direction and are
at the mercy of_the wind. The outward passage is._
usually accomplished wilhout great difficully, but the
return is sometimes pleasant and sometimes arduous.

¢l leave at 6:00 on Sabballi morning for the church
service at the farm, which begins at 8:30. I am

" responsible for the Sabbalh school as well as the church

service. The same is true at Port Matharin. 1 also
condact a class for the children living in the capitat. »

PRISONERS OF HOPE

« Though in many respects our institutions of learning
have swung into worldly conformity, though step by step
they have advanced toward the world, they are prisoners of
hope. Fate has not so woven its meshes about their workings
that they need fo remain helpless and in unceriainty. It they
will listen to His voice and follow in His ways, God will
correct and enlighten them, and bring them back ta their up-
right position of distinction from the world. »

Testimonies, Vol. VI, p. 145.
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" HERE

AND

THERE *

W.R.Beach, M. Fridlin, R.-Gerber,
O. Schuberth, ond P.Lanarés are of
present in the United States, repre-
senting the Sauthern Eurapean Divisian
at the Biblé Canference and the Ge-
neral Conference Autumn Cauncil,

both held in Washingtan, D. C.

*

Goad news comes from italy. One
hundred and nine sauls have been
wan by means of the Bible carres-~
pondence course since ifs beginning.
During the district meeting held in
Milan over the week end of June 14,
seven baptisms took place; three
persans, all of whom had taken the
Bible carrespondence course, were
baptized in Bologna on the week end
ofJune 21, and three more in Trieste
at the district meeting the following
week end.

*

. P. Girard,  president of the North
African Unian Missian, writes that the
wark is confinuing ta develop there.
On Sabbath, June 7, eleven persans
were odded tfo the . church in a
baptismal ceremony at Algiers. Anather

‘baptism_is fa toke place ot Oran:

. J. Colomar, stll at Béne, reparts a
gaad attendance at his public meetings,
with many interested-persans More
young workers are needed to assist
in the evangelstic effarts.  Six new
members were recently bapfized in
Tunisia. =~ .+~

‘ *

W. Fuchs, president of the Maroccan
Missian, writes under date af June 12:

«Last Sabbath there was a baptism
at Fez,- and before long another per-
son will be baptized.at Rabat, as a
result af having. been discovered by
a calparteur and instructed through the
Bible carrespondence course. Af Casa-
blanca alsa the secand “baptismal

service of the year will toke place ’

next manth. lt is encauraging ta see
haw God is answering aur prayers. .

«At Qujda a Sabbath school has
been organized with eight ‘'members,
two af whom are ready for baptism
and a third is in preparatian. F. Gilson,
who has been there abolt three weeks,
has started out well and finds that
there is still a good interest from the
series of meetings held there in April.»

During the annual meetings in Yu~
goslavia, changes were made in the

‘presidency of twa canferences. P.

Brehelmacher was elected president

of the West Yugaslavia Conference -

in replacement of M. Radancevic, who
is preparing for missian wark in the
French Cameroun ; and N. Slankame-
nac, who has for many years given
faithtul service in the Narth Yuga-
slavia Canlerence, was réplaced by
A. Kanacki. Ta all these leaders, old
and new, we wish God's help and
blessing in their wark.
*
M. Lourinho, president of the An-

gola Unian Missian, writes under date
of July 25 that the evangelistic cam-

" paigns in progress in Angala are meet-
ing with success and that annual

meetings will be held in the variaus
missian stalians in August and Septem-
ber. It is expected that at least one
thausand new members will be baptized
during these annual meetings. Angala
is a fuittul but needy field and
requires bath aur prayers and aur

suppart.

#

It was a pleasure to see Doniel
Walther in Berne during the lafter
part of June. Doctor Walther, a former
principal of the Callanges seminary
wha is now an the staff of the Theo-
logical Seminary at Washington, came

through Eutcpe® on his way to Indo-

China, where he is now holding an
evangelistic effort. He was a welcamed
guest for a day of Bogenhaten edu-
cational canveniian,

*

S. Cortesi, farmerly ' pastor and
evangelist in Trieste, ifaly, has been
asked lo fake over the past af secre-
tary-treasurer af the lfalian  Union
Mission in Rome, replacing S. Agnello,
who has asked for g change of work
and is now ieaching Bible at the
Florence seminary.

*

The ltalion Union Missian has asked
Bert B. Beach to act as president of
the Flarence seminary, Brather Beach,
the san of our Division president, re-
turned to Europe o few months ago

_alter having spent several years of

study in the States. We wish him
every success in his new work.

Raymond Meyer, ho far the past
faur years has had charge af the Tunis
Mission, has returned permanently to
Europe and has been asked to replace
‘A. Lecoulire as pastor and evangelist
at the Paris-Neuilly church. Elder
Meyer will also assist in the prepara-
tian af scripts for the Vaix de I'Espé-
rance broadcasts. Elder Lecaultre will
taketheleadership of the Tunis Mission. .

*

Our readers will be glad to learn
that missian work has now been
apened in the terrifory of French
West Africa. Robert Erdmann, former-
ly manager of “the French Publishing

‘ Hause, left France toward the end of

May ta take up pioneer wark in Sene-
gal. He has succeeded in finding a
small apartment in  Dakar, the capital,
and his wife and two children fallowed
him in the latter part af June. The
address of aur headquarters there is as-
follows : b ’

Mission Adventiste
Boite Pastale 1013
Dakar, Senegal
French West Africa

Brother Erdmann is af goad courage
and writes that he has already inter-
ested people. Radio wark has alse
been apened aver Radia Dakar. The
educational broadcast was begun an
August 4 and con be heord each
Monday af 7:30 p.m. The religiaus
program is braadcast each Thursday
at 7:45 p. m., beginning August 7.
Tentalive ' arrangemenis have been
made to broadcast the educational
program over the powerful station of
Brazzaville as well. 1In our next issue
we hope to be able ta indicate the
time of this' braadcast.

*

On September 18, Miss Anny Tissot,
who for the past six years has served
as secretary to the Division treasurer,
was married ta Hons-Beat Herzog.
F. Charpiot perfarmed the marriage
ceremony, which was held in the
Berne chapel, amid the best wishes
of the Division family and many friends.
The young cauple will make their hame
in Berne while Brather Herzog com-
pletes his final year af dentisiry.
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