VOL. 20 - DECEMBER 1953 - NUMBER 4 -
a
-4

QUARTERLY

 ORGAN OF THE
SOUTﬁER'N FUROPEAN DIVISION of the General Conference of S. 0. A.

Jesus Christ and the Sabbath

The Pharisees were persistent enemies of Jesus
Christ.  They continually dogged His steps, seeking
an occasion agoinst Him, At about one year
preceding His death, during the harvest season
near the time of the Passover, the matter of Sab-
bath-keeping was raised.

Jesus and His disciples went through a grain
field on the Sabbath day (Matthew 12 :1). On
their way through the field the disciples begon to
pluck off some heads of wheat and eat the grains,
as they were hungry, Presumably this was about
“our April, as the grain was ripe. This action of
the disciples was legal, in harmony with Deuter-

onomy 23 : 25. However, the Pharisees made ob- -

jection to the grain being plucked on the Sabbath.
They pretended to be terribly shocked, as is shown
by their use of the word «lo» (verse 2). The
Greek word of which «lo» is a franslation, has the
sense of an imperative : «Look now, see here,» and
as used in this instance by the Pharisees, was
made to express a pretense of being shocked,
horrified. As a matter of fact one rather suspects
that they were inwardly very pleased at having

what they regarded as a good cose against the

Master,

The complaint is stated : «Thy disciples are
doing what it is not lawlul to do on the Sabbath»
(verse 2). This accusation contained no little tradi-
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tion, was based on a legalistic approach, and with

too liftle attention paid to the spirit of law as op-
posed to the letter or purely legal aspect. Although
the disciples are menfioned as transgressors, it is
really the Master against whom the charge was
made. He accepted the chollenge, and gove
answer, .

«He said unto them, Did you not read what
David did when he was hungry and those with
him ?» (verse 3). The Lord uses David's experience
as an illustration of a principle involved. There
were more than seventy pounds of bread placed
on the gold-covered table in the Holy Place —
twelve foaves of bread arranged neatly in two rows.
Each loaf was made of more than six pounds of
flour. The loaves in this case were for the use of
the priests, for they had been removed from their
holy position before the Lord. As it was the show-
bread, it was not to be put to common use (Lev.
24 : 5.9). David ate of this sacred bread, with-
ouf sin,

Evidently the illustration is given by Christ to
suggest that the dire need of a child of God is
more worthy of God's notice than the legalistic
aspect of a certain requirement ; that the Lord pays
more attention to the spiritual condition of @ man’s
heart than He does to. the outward observance of
some regulation. Applied to Sabbath-keeping, it
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means that only the trnly spiritual in heart can keep
the Sahbath as it muost be kept. Il is not ihe outward
formi of churgh allendance and ils requiremenis that
coinl willi God so much as the inward communion
of man’s spiril wilh Hint on the sevenlh-day Sabbath.
God is Spiril, and inust be worshiped by man’s spirit
in a spiritnal exercise; and that is how the Sahbath
s, he kept (John 4 :24).

Then Jesus continned His defense by presenling
another argnment, of how lhe priesls woiked on the
Sabbath, and were couuled as guiltless (verse 5). In
the very temple of God, the divipely-appoinled priests
violaled the Sabbath in thal they used it as an
ordinary day, comimon. A lot of the work they did on
that day iu the sacrificial services was bard aud un-
pleasant labor. Yel, in this instasce loo, the action
was guiltless inasimuch as it was done in God’s service,
in barniony wiih His will, and in His worship.

Again is stressed the fact thal the keeping of the
seventh-day Sabbath is quite valneless untessilis done
in a worshipful spiril; the Sabbalh rest is ouly of
valne as il is a rest lo worship God. So the Master
said : « Bul I <ay nnio yon, Thal in this place is one
greiiler than“the Ltemple » (verse 6).

The above is a clear sinlement that God is grealer
than any requirentent he has estallished. Thal is 1o say,
God is greater than the Sabbuth. The law of the
Sabbail is required. The rule Lo work oa the Sabhbalh
by the priesls was required. Does God, then, conlra-
dict Himself? No. Each of lhese laws was reqguired,
not for ilself alune, per se, but solely in order lo meet
the spiritnal needs of a spiritual people in- their
approach to Gud. Bolh laws were proper and right
becauss both salisfied Lthe high, inward, spiritual need
of Gud’s peuple nuder His hands. IL is imporiant lo
say again thal the kr»epiuq of the sevenlh-day Sabbath
is only aceeplable, and is true Sabbaih- kwpmg, when
it is altogether spirilual, devoled 10 God’s worship in
spirit and in Lroth. The union of the &pivit of a man
willt God who is Spirit, is an act of trie worship on
the Sabbatb; thalt is genuine Sabbath-kKeeping. And

A Publishing Work is Born

. «Youn mnst begin to print.e L was [hese words,
spoken to Jammes White by his wife, Ellen G. White,
back in 1848 at Durchester, Massaclinsetls, that set in
motion the publishing wark of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist denowivatiou. Sister While had just heen given
a vision of the proclamation of the sealing message and
the duty of The hrethiren to make known present trolh.
She laid on her isbhand the hurden of prinling a little
paper. e let il he small at first, » she said, assuring him
that as the people read, funds would come in. Success
wonld atlend the work, and from a small beginning
there would be esireams of light» shining «clear
roand the world.»

It was eight months before lhe first issue of Present
Truth appeared. The Whiles were in Conneclicul lhen.
Penupiless and perplexed, feeling that he lacked the
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if the seventh-day Sabbath hlessing — one that can be
received no other day — is parhculdrly a blessed one,
it uudouhtedly consisls in large part in the spiritual
union and communion of God and His child on Lhat
day in a peculiarly wonderful way.

The norm for true Sahballi-keeping is further

conlained in the words, «For the Son of man is Lord
even of the Sabballi day» (verse 8). Nothing of elmireh
serviece, of worship, can he higher, greailer, of more
worth, than Jesus Himself. Jesus is higher than the
Sabbath., He made it. The thing created capnot be
bigher than the Creator.
- What is lhe meaning here? Ii is nothing less than
this: thal whatever we do on the Sahbath Lhat is an
bosor and glory to Jesus Christ, is an acl of worship
aund is worthy of the Sabbath. To serve Jesus Christ
is to he free. To serve Him on the Sabbath is to do all
we do with His honor in mind. Anythiug Lhal is done
without due regard lo Him and His worship'is un-
worthy of Him, of the Sabbath, and is not true Sabbath-
keeping.

In this Christian dispensation of Christian liberly,
each individual is a unil free 1o cooperale wilth the
Holy Spiril. The spirit of man and the Holy Spirit in

‘eommunion will know whal may and what may not

hie done on Gud’s holy day. The Jews, in their [egal-
ism, made the Sabhath an ounerous and impossibie
burden. Did one have the tuothache? Then he must
not hold any medicine in his mouth ou the Sabbualh,
lo ease the pain. Bat in ovder to gel around such a
pieee of foutishness, the amendment was made that the
medicine might he put on u {oothbrush aud put in the
month, If one had a sore throat, no gargling was
permitled on the Sabbalb. Tuis again was soflened
by permission to gargle provided lhie medicine was
swallowed. Human legislation in respeel to a divine
requirement is somelimes exlremely foolish. It is belter
to abide by the principle laid down by Gud; nawmely,
that true Sabbath-keeping counsists in spending the
day in a spirit of worship, in a spiritual union and
communion with God and Christ.

By W. H. Branson

Presidenf, General Conference

support of lellow believers, Elder White hiad given way
to discouragement and planned to seek employment in
the hayfield. Bat again a message of assurance came
to him. He began to write, and in Jnly, 1849, tlie
papers came from the printer, were folded, wrapped,
and mailed oul willi earnest prayers and lears.

Thal was lhe beginning. No organizalion, no siaff,
no press, no office, no mouey. Nothing but a vision of .
what needed to be done and ahsolute faith and devolion

‘to that eanse. For some time Lhe publishing work con-

tinned to have no cerlain dwelling place, exisling as
best il could ia atlics and remted roows, with hLired
punlers.

After eleven issnes, Pr esenc Truth was sncceeded
by the Review and Herald, first puhlished in Paris,
Maine, The second volume came from Saratoga Springs,
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New York. Early in 1852 there was a move to
Rochesler, New York, where a prinfing press was
actually purchased and a publishing office established,
so that we could do all our own work. It was in
Rochester that the Youth’s Instructor first came into

" being, as a paper for the children costing ahout three
cents a month. In 1855 came the move 10 Batlle Creek
whiere a two-story frame building, 20 by 30 feel, was
erecied. This served until 1861 when the large hrick
bnilding was ready and the literafure publishing of
Seventh-day Advenlists was at last on a secure and
permanent footing in North America.

Similar stories conld he told of small heginnings
in other lands. The word to James White in 1848 was,
« Streams, of light that went clear around the world.»
So it has been. The vision has not failed. In spite of
poverty and weakness, the printed page lias come io
life across ihe sea, speaking lo every man in his own
tongne the wonderful works of God. The pallern has
been largely thé same everywhere. Adevoled missionary
with a langnage teacher, the laborions translation of
a tracl or two, a hived printer, the first precious sheets
distributed with prayers and fears and faith. Ask the
pioieer missionaries and they will tell you of such a
star! in many places. Consull the current reports and
you will learn of the miraculous progress through the

Things I Have Seen

As one travels here and ihere in the Soutliern
European Division, one cannol help but observe many
things which leave a profound impression on the heart.
It may he a place which has witnessed scenes treas-
ured in Christian history; or it may he some strik-
ing aspect of a fervent spiritnal life manifested by our
members with simplicily and conviction.

I thonght of 1his during tlie receut annual meet-
ings held in Greece and in Porlugal. In ancieut Hellas,
the apostle Paul left deep traces of his missionary
aclivity. The Areopagus stands as the indeslruciible
putpit from which an immorial disconrse was deliver-
ed. And here, in lhese places, renowoned in hislory
and legend, our brethren and sisters conlinue {o render
faithfuf witness for God and for His truth, On Sabball
morning, in our Thessalonica chureh, listening lo the
grave aud solemn sirains of the hymn,. I seemed 1o
hear Paul and Silas io Lhe Philippi prison singing
this eong which over twenly cenluries has not ceased
reechoing. Ou Lhat same afternoon we were al Berea.
What earnestness, whal avid allention on the faces
of our mewmbers ! They too are coutinuing the tradition
of nobility and attacliment to the Seriptures. The
centuries pass, hut there is always a God who speaks
,and a church which lislens.

The Athenians can slill, as formerly, be deeply
interested in the news of the day and receive wilh
indifference or disdain the messengers of God. But
the message of the cruss and of the judgment day is

being proclaimed in the beautiful chapel which does
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years until now the ham of the Adventist press around
the world is never silent. Today in dark Africa, pagan
India, Buddhisti China, forbidden Lhasa, Catholic Phil-
ippines, Moslem Malaya and Indouesia, neglecled
Soulh America, the printed word is sounding 1he key-
note of onr glorious message, the thrilling news that
the return of Christ fo this earth will nol long be
delayed. )

John Molley, anthor of the Rise of the Dutch
Republie, says hat when Laurence Cosler, that ohscure
citizen of Harlem, succeeded in printing a liftle gram-
mar from wmovable types, he bad forged a-weapon

‘more polenl in the greal siruggle for freedom than

any which the wit or hand of man.has ever devised
or wiehled. Doclor Bowering describes the press as
e lhe mightiest of the mighty means on which the arm
of progress leans.» Sevenih-day Adventisls rejoice in
the assurance that the publishing wark will be to a

“large degree, the means in Gad’s hands 1o aceomplish

ihe work of that angel of Revelation 18 wha comes’
down from heaven wilh great power so lhat the earth
is lightened with his glory. , :

May the Lord continue to hless and prosper our
publishing work in field and office in every land,
giving it favor wilh men and goverumenls, speeding
on iis holy task to an early and glorious trinmiph.

By G. Cupertino

Assocncle Secretary, Ministerial Association

credil to onr work in Athens.

Diametrically opposed o the Hellenic capilal, at
the extreme west of onr Division, lies Lishon. There
too we have a fine chapel which seats more than 500

— and which somehow accommodaled more than 800

persons for the Sahbath morning service on June 3.
Duaring the Sabbhath school, the members crowded
around their teachers like bees in a hive. Following
this hour devoted to «the churclh al study», the
Division president, W.R. Beacli, was able by fthe
grace of God to direct hearts and minds {o the cross
of Jesns, Lhe sole remedy for sin. An inlense joy lit
up hundreds of fuces, not only that day but thirough-
out the meetings.

One dav [ was silting beside a little old sister
dressed in black, with a erown of beauliful white
hair, Oae could not help liking her artless manoers,
I was lold thal she had been au Advenlist for twenty-
five years and that, in spite of her age, she headed
the Ingalliering list. [ asked her a discreet guestion
about her work. Silently, but with a radiant smile,
she opened her handbag. I saw a piece of bread, a
handkerchief... and twenty lugathering papers. Her.
whole small world was there: only the bare minimum
necessary to mainiain physical life, and a great flame
of love for Jesus.

True, Christ’s church has its blots, its defeels.
But, thank God, there are such beautiful souls every-
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Sabbath school, Lisbon, Porfugal

where in our congregations, — souls who represent
a perpeilual mystery and confusion for Satan, and a
_lesson in failbfuluess for all of us.

And the work goes on in Portugal, as elsewhere.
Difficulties are not lacking, hul the canse is making
progress. Sometinies the fighlt against the forces of
evil is almost superlinman. One woman had been a
prey Lo the enemy duriug long years, hul had at last
found Christ and also brethres and sisters who were
willing lo join hier in the fight for deliverance. At

the-very “moment when she was about lo descend

into the baptismal walers, she was possessed by an

Islands Under the Capricmn

The cargo plane was really not very comfortable.
We were jammed in Llhe middle of a row of passengers
alougvthe sturboard wall; in front of us a mountain of
baggage halanced dangerously in tlie safely uef. In the
cockpit Lhe men were leisurely smoking Ltheir cigareiles.
The Sakalave woman sitling beside my wife bad been
baving convulsions ever since she hoarded Lhe plane at
Analaiava: And still we were happy. '

We had anticipated an.nneventful passage from
Tamalave (Madagascar)to the Seychelles Islands aboard
a Scandinavian cargo ship, the Skiensfjord. We could
hardly wait for.her lo arrive, and no sooner was she
in port than we were climbiag aboard. The routine of
unloiding was proceeding normally in preparation for
the departure the next day. Lale that afternoon we g’olt
the news: a change of itinerary! - /

. - Feverish activily {hat evening, far inlo ihe night.
It took a persislent search o reach some of the air

unclean spirit. « She is mine, she
is mine, » cried the demon. But
calmness, confidence, and prayer
won the viclory, and our sisler,
" liberaied, was buried in the watery
grave from wibch she emerged -
-with God’s peace in ber soul.

In anolhier ¢hureh, while the
paslor was preaching to an allen-
tive audience, a man came down
to the front row.” There, wilhout

‘a word, he began to beat bLis
young daughter brulally, dragg- -
ing her ont of the chapel. Tears
flowed, hul the audience 1emained
calm and prayed. The minister.
had thie courage to visit the father
later and to taik kindiy with him,
in spite of whal had passed. To-
day Lhis man 100 is an Adventist,
and joy,reigns in the family.

One Sabbath morning.— this

story did not happen in Portugal
— I arrived al' a chureh and was
told before the service that it
was a day of fasling. Prayer was being offered- for
a young soldier who had heen put in prison because
of his faith, and also for Lhe young people who,
according to the law, could not marry except in the
state church, * '

Brethren and sisiers, these are a few of the
« things 1 have seen». Certainly, there are ohstacles
still in onr way. But we can see too the hand of the
Lord at wock to sirengthen the helievers and to give
them decisive viclories. Let us glorify God _for such
nohle examples of fidelily lo the message, and let us
go on. ¢ God Himself is with us for our captaiu. »

By P. E. Vervoort

President, Seychelles Islands Mission

line employees by telephone. Forlunately, a French
airplane can always make room for lasi-minute passen-
gers. So it was that we managed, by the skin of our
teetls, Lo caleli the weekly cargo plane from Tananarive
to Nussi-Bé, leaving our goods to be sent on by a friend.
An agent at Tamalave had assured us that a
cerlain sehooner, the Revenant, was just Lhen leaving
Nossi-Bé for the Seychelles. Was she still there? He
was not certain, but it was possible. ’ ‘
Below stretched the green slopes.of the hill country
around Ambanja, our nexi-lo-the-last stop. Ampasindava |

. Bay lay to the tarboard; far ahead we could see the

island’ of Nossi-Bé. The two passengers on our right,
both Americans and one a reporier for the Nutionul
Geographic, were also hoping Lo catel the mysterious

. Révenant. (The name meaus « ghost.»)

A gentleman was wailing at the airport with the
good news: ¢ The Revenant is expecting you and will
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leave in a few hours.» A twenty-minute ride across this
island paradise hrought ns to the administrative centler,
Helville. When we reached the wharf, we conld see
in the middle of the hay a ship which evoked memories
of the past. The Revenant, buill more than fifty years
ago in Australia for the copra traffic in the islands of
the Pacific, and known for a guarter of a cenlury as
the Wanetta in this seclion of the Indian Ocean, owes
il present name to heing shipwrecked ou the atoll
Fargquhar during a cyclone. Abundoned as hopeless,
it was put back in shape by the owuoer of the tiny
island and rechristened Le Revenant, -

Her caplain, an Adveatist, soon had usaboard, and
we cast off immedialely. A load of «¢coekroaches» —
the Seychelles term for slowaways — was laken baek
to shore, Lhe sailors bnsied themselves with the wind-
lass, the anchor was hanled in. A last ray of sunshine
lit up Nossi-Bé, while farther away Nossi-Komba and
in the backgrouund Madagascar-sent us a warm good-
bye. We slipped oul of the hay into the Lwilight, over
a calm sea. For a white the harbor lighis served as

beacous; then the flashes of lthe Tany Kely lighthouse -

helped us to round the southwest coast of the island.

Qur counrse was set for the Seychelles, with slops at
the islands helween Madagascar and Mahé. The first
stop — the nextday — was lo be the Iles Glorieuses.

There was little sleep for me that firsl night. My
punk was made of good Seyehelles hardwood which
transmilled faitbfully every vibration of the 175-horse-
power motor direclly undecneatl . . . and I was lislen-
ing for the wiud. First came a light swell which rocked
us gently, then a whistling in the rigging, and already
the crew Lad hoisted the heavy sails, which were
immediately filled out by the wind. The bhoat tilted
slightly, its motion already more agreeable. The next
day found us running free uuder full sail in a blue sea
flecked witli white foam.,

A green line appeared on the horizon early in the
aflernoon. Very soon we were dropping anchor in the
harbor chaunne! between the coral
reefs off the coast of the main island
of the Giorieuses, covered wilh coco-
nut paims and a band of e filaos,» a
sort of evergreen tree. A few natives
of Madagasear carry on a irade in
ecopra and guano under the direction
of a responsible Creole. Once a year
the accounts are made up and the
French custums officer makes his

. inspection — in theory. Here I visiled
a sick mnan and wandered about the
friangular istand while Lhe workers
and their provisions were unloaded.
Our American friend was busily
pulling in order a whole battery of
cameras.

Against Lhe setting sun, innu-
merabie ciouds of sea gulis went by,
headed toward the small uninhahited
island of Lys, to the vworth. Before
nightfall we had abaadoned vur dan-
gerous ancliorage and were headed
toward the island of Astove, :

Astove occupies the whole cir-
cumfereuce of a small atoll, except for
achaunnel,not,at all deep’on the south.
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It is one of the most recent coral formations in the
eastern part of the Indian Ocean. The lagoon is quile
shallow. A flourishing village lies in a coconnl grove
to the easlt. Iis ivhabitants are largely employed in the
guano commerce. Except for this village, Lhe island has
a completely deserted aspect. To auchor a ship off such
a coast, where coral formalions rise perpendicularly
from great depths, would be unsafe; the sclhiooner was
made fast {0 a mooring rope- brought out by canoes.
Even so, had it nof been for the wind blowing sea-
ward, we would have had no choice but to coutinue

our voyage.

The next stage of the jourmey took us to the
Cosmoledo Islands, 22 miles north of Astove. In spite
of the short distance, a conslant walchh had to be
maintained, as the ocean currents are exlremely
variable, and the istands barely rise above sea level.
A slight error could have caused us Lo pass wiltliont
seeing them. Therefore there was almousi always a
sailor at the top of the mast, exploring the horizon.

The Cosmoledo Islands are the remains of an
immense atoll destroyed by the waves and the cnrrents.
Here the lagoon cannot be distinguished from the vcean
except by itslack of depth, The principal island, Menai,
has a few coconut palms and ¢ filaos, » and along the
shore of the lagoon a thick forest of maugrove irees.
The hard wood of Lhis lree is a source of revenue,
The litile colony here also used to fish for sharks.
However, the Revenunt came and tovk off all the
families, as the government had decided to abandon
the island. The other islands of this group are formed
of coral, and several are inhabited by great numbers
of sea birds.

We spent a whole day here taking on cargo, and
it was my privilege to take parl in an expiloralion of
the other islauds with an open boat. Cutting across
the lagoon, we first visited the island to the southwest,
Birds gathered from all directious, astonished at this
encroachment on their domain. Ganneis flew a few

Mars’ Hill where Paul preached his sermon of Acts 17
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Sangmelima » ...... eeens 4 37 21 — —- 21 T 4 3 14 7 364 3 — — 3 b5 14 — 25
Yaoundé B oeeeiineanenaen 1 73 —'_"* - - = = = —__ = ®B_1_ 1 = = — 2 3 7 .
\ ‘ . Total : 21 2958 — 34 8§ 7 3 1 16 2974, 16 7 1 39 8 67 3 218 112 10000 _ 7500




INDIAN OCEAN UN. MISSION ..

. , 4 38 — 6 — 1 r—
Antsirabé Mission  .......... 10 259 8§ — 6 14 5 3 8 16 -2 257 2 1 — 6 — — — 9
Diego-Suarez »  ....cii..n 1 6 2 — 2 —_ — 2 2 —— 6 1 - — 4 — — 1 6
Lac Alaotra B eeeerneans 5 B — = — = e e e e 7% —- — 2 — — 1 1 4
Majunga | S 8 138 3 — — 3 — e e 3 141 3 1 — 5 — — 1 10
Tamatave YU 1 93 — — — e e e e e 93 1 — — 6 — — — 7
Tananarive B . cerevrennen 17 723 17 — 18 35 1 — 20 21 14 737 4 —— 6 -— 6 1 17 63 3502 2599
Mauyritius S ieineinnn 13 924 21 — - 21 1 1 - 2 19 943 5 — — 9 — 10 1 25 20 868 634
Reunion B i eiiriraes 5 219 — = — —_— — - — 219 1 — — 6  — — 1 8 6 200 150
Seychelles D 1 77 —— e — 1 — 1 2 -2 75 1 1 — 1 — 1 i 4 4 183 150
Total 61 2514 51 — 24 75 8 4 31 43 32 2546 22 6 2 49 — 19 6 104 93 4753 3533
ITALIAN UNION MISSION 7 2 1 15 25
Central Italian Mission ........ 11 589 14 — b 19 — 2 8 10 9 598 2 3 — 6 — — 19 30 11 659 456
North Italian $ e 15 593 12 3 17— 1 1 2 15 608 5 — — 9 — — 34 48 31 698 586
South ftalian » 25 847 9 — 13 22 1 1 17 19 3 850 3 5 — 8§ — — 26 42 38 960 851
Total : 51 2029 35 — 23 58 1 4 26 31 97 2056 17 10 1 38 — — 79 146 80 2317 1893
NORTH AFRICAN UN. MISSION 1 2 1 - — — 5
Algerian Mission  ............ 12 508 5 2 — 7 — 1 — 1 6 514 4 1 7 1. — 6 19 - 11 436 268
Moroccan » B 4 163 - — 2 2 1 — 4 5 3 150 1 25— 4 —  — 5 12 6 140 80
Tunisian D ceereeeanans 3 83 —_— e - —  — — 6 6 -6 71 1 1 4 — — 1 7 3 92 42
Total : 19 744 5 2 2 9 1 1 10 12 -3 741 7 6 1 16 1 — 12 43 20 668 390
PORTUGUESE UNION MISSION . 3 - - 4 — 7
Portuguese Conference ........ 15 1240 23 — 3 26 —_— 2 6 8 18 1258 4 3 — 1 10 1 8 27 20 1890 1626
Madeira Mission .............. 1 126 @ — — — —_— —_— 126 1 — = - 1 - 2 3 194 204
Azores Mission  ............ 3 114 4 — - 4 1 - — 1 3 117 1 1 - I - - — 3 4 141 113
Cape Verde »  ............ 3 205 1 — — 1 — e e e 1 206 1 1 - - 2 1 1 6 6 324 196
St. Thomas »  ..ceeevnenns 1 204 7 — — 7 — 1 — 1 [ 210 1 — - 2 2 — 5 2 565 513
Total : 23 1889 3% — 3 38 1 3 6 10 28 1917 11 5 — 6 14 5 9 50 35 3114 2652
BULGARIAN CONFERENCE ..~ 39 3000 200 — — 200 16 12 — 28 172 3172 9. 4 — 10 — — — 23 39 2672 2200
FRENCH W. AFR. MISSION .. 1 —— D 2 - - - — 2 5 1 — — 1 - — 2 4 1 ) 5
GREFK MISSION ............ 5 202 3 — 2 5 —_ - =  — b 207 1 1 1 3 2 - - 8 5 204 176
PORTUGUESE EAST AFR. MIS. 6 399 117 — — 17 — — 28 28 89 488 3 3 — 5 9 — - 20 13 2120 1265
SPANISH CHURCH .......... 14 820 81 2 16 99 1 7 19 27 72 892 6 4 1 7 1 1 3 23 15 1252 . 879
TANGIER MISSION .......... — T 4 e = e 2 - - 2 1 3 3
RECAPITULATION
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIV, . 20 i 6 30 — — 57 :
Austrian Union Conference 41 2675 13 — 26 39 10 16 40 66 -27 2648 16 9 6 7 — 19 59 41 2882 1937
Czechoslovakian  » » 114 6174 400 — — 400 65 3" — 10D 30N - RAT4A 33 3 2 3 19 — 8 68 160 6000 5400
Franco-Belgian » » 77 3744 115 15- 74 204 29 90 65 114 90 3834 27 21 3 37 4 3 48 143 80 3848 2747
Hungarian » » 155 7463 115 — — 115 641 110 — 751 -636 6827 26 10 4 15 36  — -— 90 175 7000 6500
Jugoslavian » Y 230 7638 750 — — 750 45 78 — 123 627 82656 30 8§ — 7 16 '-— — 61 300 10000 9500
Rumanian » > 551 38890 3000 — — 3000 500 250 — 750 2250 41140 78 11 — 47 — — — 136 560 40000 40000
Swiss » » 59 3183 48 1 24 73 6 12 16 34 39 3222 21 5 3 18 5 36 93 57 3179 2134
Angola » Mission 30 6089 1212 — — 1212 17 9 12 38 1174 7263 23 15 — 29 — 129 2 198 .194 15691 11152
French Eq. Afr. U. M. ........ 21 2958 34 — — 34 8 7 3 18 16 2974 16 7 1 39 8 67 3 218 112 10000 7500
Indian Ocean Union Mission .... 61 25614 51 — 24 75 8 4 31 43 32 2546 22 6 2 49 — 19 6 104 93 4753 3533
ftalian » * ... 51 2029 3p -— 23 58 1 4 26 31 27 2056 17 10 T 38 — — 79 145 80 2317 1893
North African » » 19 744 5 2 2 9 1 1 10 12 -3 741 7 6 1 16 1 — 12 43 20 668 390
Portugnese » » 23 1889 3% — 3 38 1 3 6 10 28 1917 11 L Q- 6 14 5 9 50 35 3114 2652
Bulgarian Conference .......... 39 - 3000 200 — -—. 200 16 12 — 28 172 3172 9 4 — 10 - — — 23 39 2672 2200
French W, Afr. Mission ...... 1 3 — — 2 2 - - - - 2 5 1 — — 1 - — 2 4 1 5 5
Greek Mission ................ 5 202 3 — 2 5 e — B 207 1 11 3 2 — - 8 5 204 176
Portuguese East Afr. Mission .. - 6 399 117 — ~— 117 ~— -— 28 28 8 4°8 3 3 -~ 5 9 — — 20 13 2120 1265
Spanish Chureh  ...... PR 14 820 81 2 16 99 1 7 19 27 72 892 8 : 7 1 1 3 23 15 1252 879
Tangier Mission .............. - 4 - - i -_ = 4 — — — 2 - - — 2 1 3 3
TOTALS 3rd QUARTER, 1953 .. 1207 90418 6214 20 196 6430 1349 568 256 2173 4257 94675 367 129 31 369 193 229 227 15456 1981 115708 99866.
TOTALS 3rd QUARTER, 1952 .. 1478 84640 6717 72 663 174" 1909 5044 89634 343 126 77 196 281 1500 1943 108497 88261

164 6953 1072

-___—._—____——-.——-——_——_————-—-————-——-——————————
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inches above our heads, scrulinizing us with their
greal eyes. Suddenly one wonid dart in pursuil of a
fish whieh the swifl frigale-birds, watching from above,
would snateh from under the beak of the distracted
gannet. Landing on one of the islands, we were abie
-to approach tlie birds freely; they moved about excit-
ediy hut did not ﬂ) away. The American pholographer,
Mr. Keynes, was in his elemenl, and lnscamelacllcked
away at a great rale.

The walers abont the islands abound in turtles,
harmiess crealures that swim up from the Mozambiqne
Chanunel in order Lo lay their eggs in Lhe white sand
of these tropical islands, The sailors had not forgotlen
there larpoons, for turlle fishing is very profitahie.
From a long way off they can recognize a floaling
turtie. Their harpoon consisls of 4 wooden handle with
-a detachable iron poinl lied loosely to the handle hy a
strong cord. In the middle of the lagoon we discovered
a couple of turtles floating ecstalically, ohlivious to our
silent approach. A man was slalioned at the how, a
harpoon in each band. With a swift, defl movement
he harpooned both 1he male and Lhe female at very
close range. The turtles, taken by surprise, submerged
immedialely.

The shock loosed the knot around the handle, which
was now floating on lhe waler and conld easily be
recovered. But thre iron point bad huried itself several
cenlimeters deep in the shell and was kept-there by the
turtie itself, whiel before diving fills ils lungs with
air, contracting ils muscles in such a ‘way that the
poiut is gripped lightly in the shell. Two men held the
lines, and our boat spun like a top in all directions,
carried hy these vigorous crealures.

I was somewhat ill at ease, for a few minutes
earlier a hammerhead shark had circled our frail craft.
The photographer, very exciled but not yet having his
sea legs, was conlinually losing bis balance; his
pictures must conlain some rare studies of the while
wind-blown clouds overliead, rather than the struggles
of the dark masses a few futhoms below the surface
of the water. .

Finally the exhausled turtles bad to come up for’

air. The sailors took advantage of this to reel in a
good length of tine, thus limiling their sphere of ac-
tivity. At the moment they rise to the surface, however,
the line is left slack, for in emptying their lungs they
have relazed their muscles and tbe iron point could
easliy be delached from the shell.

Soon one was hauled alongside the hoat, iwo men
- grasped its front legs, all the others crowded on the
opposite side to balance tlie boal, and a moment later
an enormous female was lying on ber back, helpless,
in the bottom of the boat. The male sovon joiued her.
"Caution was indicated, for a kick from a turtle can
break a man's leg. Nevertheless, we bad to walk across
their stomachs in a moving boat!

Back in the Revenant, we teft the isles of advent-~
ture behind. as we sailed easl. The supply of drinking
waler ou board was dimiuishing rapidly. We had been
unable to get any in the Cosmoledo Islands, due to a
severe drought. Therefore it was decided to touch at
Assumplion before going on to Aldabra. The istand of
Assumption is uninhabiled, aitliough the rnins of a
village testify to a livelier past. We found a reservoir

" Seyclielles.
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fnll of rain water and the crew made many trips back and
forth with wooden barrels, Ralioning was discontinued,
to the general satisfaction.

Aldabra was our last sfopping place. It is a large
aloll with several narrow cuis in its ring-shaped reef.

Thelagoon is more than 25 kilomelers in diameter.
The islands are bare excepl in the imediate vicinily
of the village, where there are coconut patms and
mangroves. About a hundred people eke ont a wretchied
exislence under the orders of an administrator. The
boal was late in coming, and they had almost nothing
to eat except coconutis, fish, and Luriles.

For our American friend, the Aldabra Islands were
one of the ohjectives of the Lvip, for they figure in his
family history. During the last century, when the
giant turlles were abont Lo hecome extinet, a number
of scholars, ineluding Charles Darwin, signed a petition
to the Brilish goverument urging Lheir protection. The

- Aldabra Islands were.designated as a refuge for these

turtles. And Mr. Keynes is a descendaunl of Darwin.
Perhaps it was becanse of his evolutionist aucestry
that he was careful to avoid any discussion of religion !
His companion, a Catholic, was more accessible, and
we had many interestiug conversalions.

1 visited the workmen while the pliotographerswent
to see the giant turlles on another island. After having
taken aboard some of the workmen who bad fulfitled
their contract, as well as a cargo of salt fish, mangrove
waood, and aboul a huudred turties, we bauled up the
anchior and made for Mahé, principal island of the
The turtles, strelchied out on their backs,
covered the whole deck, sliding from one side to the
other with the movements of the boat. Thus we were
ohliged to spend our days in the cramped cahin or
else on lop of il. And il was wilh a sigh of relief that
oune morniug we saw the granite of Mahé loom up
before us — the eud of a tiring but instructive voyage,
marking another step in our lives in the Masler’s
service.

A MORNING PRAYER

~ «Dear Lord,
There are so many things
. | could request of Thee
Since all Thy promises are sure -
And each addressed to me.

« But let
This day, another lapse
In life’s short journey, be
Another step toward home,
My Lord,
Walked hand in hand
With Thee.
Tis all | ask -
Amen. »
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The Tale of Two Churches

One Sabbath last summer [ was asked to speak
at a certain church in a medium-sized town. It had
taken me considerabte time io find the church, as it
was localed on a narrow side street surrouunded by old
dwelling honses. After parking my car, I stood and
looked at the church building. So far as I could see,
it bad not been painled for many yvears. Some of the
boards liad rotted aud doublless the decay had pene-
trated quite deeply.

I started to walk up Lbe front sleps. Some of the
hoards were loose and it was really quite uusafe,

[ walked on into the charch and sat down on a
shabby-looking seat. The majority of the members
were already there, and Sabbath school was about to
hegin. I glanced al the roslrum. It was unkept. Tte
interior badly needed redecoraling. I thought, ¢What

would a little paint do to this place!» No interest .

seemed to have been taken at all in this church by
the elder or deacon.

‘After the service [ discussed the coundition of the
clinrel with the elder and the deacon. They readily
agreed that the elimreh . needed 10 be repaired and
repainted. Bul said they, « The people of the church
are poor and thie conference lias given us no money for
this work; therefore, we can do nothing. Some day the
counference officers will realize thal something must be
done and funds will he provided, then we will repair
and paint it.»

So often we find this aititnde where church leaders
and members are concerned. It had-never occurred to
the eider and the deacon to place the burden upon the
church members to beaulify the house of God. When
I suggested to Lhese leaders that tire men of the chureb,
some of whom were good carpenters, might donate
their time to repair the church, and an offering he
taken for the purpose of buying paint, it seemed to be
a brand new thought to them. They had been lookiug
to the couference for the mouney insiead of to them-
selves, and in the meantime they were apparently
satisfied Lo sit with their bands folded and wait
it out.

I then mquued it they had msured their chureh
againsl fire. The answer was in Lhe negalive.

The pitiful condition of the church had ils detri-
mental reaction upon the church members. They did
not like lo invile people to their chureh to worship
until the conference repaired and painted il, so no new
members had been added for a long time. It might
have been so different if the members of the church
had taken a financial interest in keeping the house of
God in good repair and beautiful.

Later on I had occasion to atlend chureh in another
town, and whbal a different situation oblained !
chureli was also surrounded by older dwellings, some
of whicli were unkepl, so lhat the church so beauti-
fully painted stood as a light in the midst of its
surroundings. As I walked up the front steps,.ail in
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By C. L. Torrey

Treasurer, General -Conference

good repair, a lady with a big smile extended her
hand in welcome and invited me to join in worshiping
in her chureh.

As I walked inside, I noliced thalkeverything was-
order and harmony. The members were a happy gronp.
And why not? How could they be otherwise? The
rostrum was neal and clean; lhe inlerior had been
heautifully decarated. Truly this was God’s liouse aud
the strains of the firsl hymn were good to hear as the
voices of members poured out their joy and praise to
God for His goodness and love. .

The memhers of this church love Lo invile then
friends and neiglibors to atfend ilhe chureh service, and
as a result there were many new menbers praising
God for shiowing them the light of trulb.

The messenger of the Lord has said, «To the
humble, Lelieving soul, the Lhouse of God on earlh is
the gate of heaven. The song of praise, the prayer, the
words spoken lly Christ’s represeunlatives, are God’s
appointed agencies {0 prepare a people for the chureh
above, for that loltier worship into which there can
enter nothing thal defileth.» Testimonies, Vol, V,
p. 491. - '

The financial responsihility of keeping our church
buildings and lhe furnishings in good repair belongs
to the nmiembers of the chiurch. They can find happiness
and salisfaction in making Llheir church a place where
the angels and the Holy Spirit will love to visit wilh
them. Surely these holy, heavenly agencies cannot be
happy in anylhing less than the best.

God loves His church — every member of it.
«Enfeebled and defective, needing counstantly to be
warned and counseled, the church is nevertheless the
object of Christ’s supreme regard. » Teatmwmes,
Vol. VII, p. 16.

We should feel it oanr duty and privilege and
indeed a pleasure to share in the responsibility of
keeping our clinrches in good repair for our beavenly
guests and also to atiract strangers who may join in
worshiping with us.

A HISTORY OF PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

P.U.C. and Healdsbmg Students and’
Teacliers :

To Former

A history of Pacific Union College in word and
picture is planned for publication in 1957, ‘P.U.C.’s
seveuty-fifth anupiversary year. Though most of the
alumni have . heen contacted, the help of all former
students and teachers is desired. The College History
Comniitiee will be happy lo send details onihe types
of material and pictures wanled. Postage both ways
will be paid on material sent in. Please write at once
to: The Editor, ¢ History of Pacific Union College, »
Box 373, Angwin, California. )
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A Tribute to Our New QGuinea Believers

Returning recently to Sydney from a visit to the
extensive and primilive territory of New Guinea, 1
found myself sealed in the plane beside an Ausiralian
army officer. A severe atlack of secrub typhus picked up
in the jungle bad made it necessary for him to return
to a temperate climale to convalesce.

Noting my choice of diel and my declining a
- cigarelle, he quickly asked-if I were a Sevenih-day
Adveatist. Not surprised at my reply, he asspred me
that he had considerable respect for our church and
for the resulls of our mission work in New Guinea.
«I have several S.D. A. mission boys — natives of
New Guinea — serving in my unit,» he continued.
« All of them have been eduncaled in your lLraining
schools and are staunch adlierenis 1o the principles of
your church. Ip {he army and especially when we are
on patroi, it is-so difficuit to provide the kind of diet
they insist upon. But becanse of the willing and loyal
service they give, we consider it well worth a little
trouble on our part to help them live up to their
prineiples. As for smoking, not one of them will touch
tobacco, in spite of all the lempting approaches that
have been made io them.»

.

By W. L. Pascoe

Treasurer, Australasian Division

He told me of a recent pairol he had made with
these hoys, across the towering ridges of the Owen
Stanley Range by way of the famous war-time Kokoda
Trail. The going had been hard. Theé wealher had been
against them as they struggled-up and down those
heights through drlppmg jungle. Tropical ‘vegetlation
had overgrown the irail. As aresult {hey bad wandered
off the trail many times and become losi. «But
invariably, » he said, « we would come lo a village of
Seventh-day Adventist natives away up in those renioie
parts of the Owen Sianley Range, and ihey would
give us fooil and shelter and lead vs back to the trail. »
cAre iliere any places in New Guinea where your
missionaries have not penelrated 2» he asked.

How I wished I could have answered «No» to that
question; but that was impossible. In my ears were
ringing still the cails to which I had been lisiening
during ihe two previous weeks, calls for funds to
consolidate our work and train these nalionals of
New Guinea. Large numbers of eager young people
are asking to be trained for service in the many still
unenlered parts of that great territory.

Mrs. E. G. Whlte on the Law | )

Sunnyside, Cooranbong, Ausiralm, June 6, 1896

a« The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified hy faith.» In this
scripture, the Holy Spirit through ihe apostle is speak-
ing especially of the moral law. The law reveals sin
to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ and
16 flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising re-
pentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opin-
ions, and to accept lhis truth, lay at the foundation
of a large share of the opposition manifested at Min-
neapolis against the Lord’s message through Brethren
Waggoner and Jones. By exciling thal opposition,
Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in
a great measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit
that God longed lo imparl to them. The enemy pre-
vented them from oblaining that efficiency which might
-have heen theirs iu carrying lhe truth to the world,
as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pente-
cost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth with
its glory was resisied, and by lhe action of our own
brethren has been in a great degree kept away from
the world. .

The law of ten commandments is not to be looked
upon as_much from the prohibitory side, as from the
mercy side. Its probibitions are lhe sure guarantee
‘of bappiness in obedience. As received in Christ, it
works in us the purily of character that will bring
joy to us through eiernal ages. To the obedient it is
a wall of protection, We behold in it the gooduess

of God, who by revealing to men the immutable prin-
ciples of righteounsness, seeks to shield them from the
evils that result from transgression.

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish
the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punish-
ment upon himself. His own actions slarl a train of
circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of
transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a
change of character, and makes it more easy for him
to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate
themselves from ‘God, cut thewselves off from the
channel of -blessing, and the sure result is ruin and
death. . »

The law is an expression of God’'s idea. When
we receive it in Christ, it hecomes our idea. It lifts
us ahove ihe power of nalural desires and tendencies,
ahove temptations that lead lo sin: @ Great peace have
they that love Thy law; and nothing shall oﬂ’end
them, » — cause them to stumble.

There is no peace in nnrighteousness; the wicked
are at war with God. But he who receives the right-
eousness of the law in. Chlirist, js in harmony with
heaven. e« Mercy and truth are mel together; right-
eousness and peace have kisséd eacli other.»
Leiter 96, 1896.

(Accompanying the foregoing statement is a no-
tation made by Mrs. While’s secretary addressed to
Elder Uriabh Smith: « The enclosed pages present a
few points which were opened Lo Sister While last night,
and which she wished sent Lo you.»)
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“Whom Shall I Send? And Who Will Go?”

<l have just returned from a three weeks’ jonrney
during which 1 was able to go down to the southern-
most part of the island. This is the second time I have
visiled lbis part of Madagascar, ‘and I hiave come hack
with the firm coaviclion that the Lord is opening the
way there apd prepuring bearls, and that we should
enier this terrilory without delay.

¢ A giganiic task awaits us. 1l is possible 10 reach"

these healhen people. They are much simpler than the
-inhabilants of the tuhlelands, but also much less cor-
rupted by ¢ecivilization.’ .

e« We have a good number of Bihle correspondent
studenls among Lhem, We baplized lhree men who
had been receiving the lessons from Tananarive. We
baplized five other persouns during the journey. They
were persons who had been instructed hy some isolated
members in that territory.

e At Taléar (a small fown on the southiwesi coast
of Madagascar), a colportenr has erealed a real inferest
and enrolled a number of persons in the Bihle corres-
pondence course. We visited many families who asked
us to open a place of worship. As lhis lown is small
our brother cannot remain lhere for long to sell his
bouks. Bul we have asked him to stay for three months,
during which we shall help him financially, This will
give us lime td find another way of solving the
probhlem.

eln a village near Tuléar we met with forty
persons in a private home, all eager to ask us many
qnestions abont the truth. This is also the work of
our colporleur, The village chief, a man of prestige
and a very likable personality, asked us at the end of
our visil to open a mission station in bis village. I was
very cuareful not to make him a definile promise, but
it is distressing lo see all.these ocpen doors and not
be able to enter them,

¢ Ten miles furller on we came Lo a heathen village
where they too are wailing for us. A young maa from
this place was won lo the truth near Tamalave. He is
now at onr Sevamanandrariny sehool. Recently he
visited his home village and nobly witnessed for his
Lord. When he left, tlie people Utirew away Lheir idols
and are keeping the Sabhath as hest they know, seeing
that none of them can read and our brother was not
ahle to instruct them fully doring his shorl visit. When
we were there the whole village came logether and
listened to us atlentively. I pray that this young brother
may soon bhe able to relurn permaunently o insiruct
his people in the message.

¢ A hundred and ten miles from Tuléar we have
a broiher who is a loeal governament administrator.
He won a sister o the truth who laier moved eighty
miles into the interior and in turn crveated an interest
there. We could haptize some precious sculs in both
of these places.

«So now we bave won our first converis among
these Mahafaly people. Others are wailing. When
shail we be able to open a mission station among
them ?

« At Belicky a: native pastor of the Lutheran
Mission has been studying the truth with a brother
and through the Bible correspondence schiool. He is
now ready to leave . his present employmem, but he
most first make known his decision in his different
chureches. This decision will surely be an encourage-
ment for olthers to follow his example,

«From other parits of the island we are receiving
appeals for a missionary, but we have no one to send.
What shall we do? The hour is lale. The ripened grain
is falling unreaped.

e During this tour we have enconntered the usual
adventures of the bush : some good weather, rain, mud,
running aground in sandy rivers, wailing to cross high
rivers, camping with mosquitos and horse-flies, broken
car springs, tired backs, wearigess, sleeplessness, heal
and dust. Everything! But ahove all the great joy of
being ahle to serve the Master. It is grand to be a
missionary ! Bul heart-rending not to he dble lo answetr
all the needs and possibilities! .

«These lines are to lay apon your hearls the
need of a missionary for soutbern Madagasecar, It is
my field, bul much too large for me alone, We must
liave another missionary family for the sonil, and we
must bave one soon. It is useless to think of carrying
on a sicong work there if it has to he direcled from

- the far-distant plateau. This is not only a just appeal;

it compels recognilion. Our prayers uscend to God that
He will help us provide for this urgent need.»

Extracts from a letter written to W. R. Beach,
Division president, by

H. Saleman, Antsirabé, Madagascar,
December 23, 1958.

IS IT NOTHING TO YOU ?

« Is it nothing to you thot a sinner must die
For want of the soul-saving Word ?

Can you turn o deaf ear to the hearf-rending cry
Of millions who never have heard

That wonderful story of pardon and peace,
With power to revive and renew ?

How can you believe it and still be ot ease ?
Dear friend, is it nothing to you? »
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The third qk‘mrfer‘ of 1953 was a

fruitful one for the Porfuguese mission
fields in southern Africa. M. Lourinho, -
president af the Angola Unian Mission,
reports 1,212 baptisms, while J. A.
Esteves writes that there were 117 in
Portuguese East Africa.- Plans - have
been laid ta develap the wark in the
latter tield, and a new mission stafian
at Beira will be jhe ‘abjective of the
1954 Big Week.

H. Evard and family returned in
September fram Mauritius, where they
had spent five years af faithiul service,
Dactor Evard pianeered the educational
wark on the island and carried it for-
ward with campetence and enthdsiasm.

He leaves behind him a well-established
" schaool. In view af his expressed desire
ta remain in. Europe-far a few years
because af his children's education,
he has been invited by the Léman
Gonference ta take up pastoral work
and ‘deparimental activities.

T#

A.Paradis, who has served forseveral
years as manager of the Algerian Boak

ond Bible House ot Algiers, has ac- -

cepted a call ta ga ta Madagascar os
business manager af aur twa schaols
‘in Tananarive, the Soamanandrariny
seminary and the Ankadifotsy school.”
The Paradis tamily will leave Marseille
Jonuary 15 far Tamatave, on the
Maréchal Joffre.

The new mission seminary in the °

French Comeraun has made heavy
drains on the already depleted work-
ing force of that important field, and
mare missianaries mus! be sent in
order that the wark already undertaken
can be maintained and new wark de-
veloped. Sylvaln Meyer, who was
president of the Kribi Missian, is to
serve os difector, business manager,
and Bible teacher af the new seminary
at Niamvoudou. Brother and Sister
J. L. Sprout will ossist Brather Meyer
in this new educotional institution

For the second fime this year, death
has struck at the valiant group of wark-
ers in the Cameroun. Roger Hirschy,
director af the Batouri Mission, died an

. September 20 as a result of injuries

received one week befare when he was
attacked by a butfalo.

Brother Hirschy, although only in his
thirty-ninth year, was among the ve-
teran workers of the Cameroun, having
first gane aut in 1938, immediately
upon campletian of the evangelistic
caurse at Collonges. Returning to Eu-
rope on furlough in 1940, he was
unable to go back to Africa until after
the war. At that time he was stafioned

at Batouri, where he had been wark- "

ing ever since.. )

Under his direction, the Batour
Mission had made great pragress, and
the future was bright with promise.
His main stahan was o model of arder

and cleanliness, reflecting credit upon

the cause it represented.

At the time he was stricken, Brother
Hirschy was laying plans for building
outfschools, founding an arphanage,
caring for the aged, and establishing
o new missian station in Ubangi-Shari,
beyond the borders of the Cameroun.
Among those to be baptized at the

end of the year were iwo pygmies,

the first of their race in the Cameroun
to accept the advent message, firsi-
fruits of our brother’s work amang these
almost inaccessible ftribes.

Brother Hirschy wos laid to rest at
Yaoundé in' the presence of a hast of
his friends and cowarkers,

In time af sorraw, the advent peaple
is ane. Our hearts go aut ta Sister
Hirschy and her childrea, as well as
to Brother Hirschy's parents, whose
sacrifice in giving their son fo the
mission field was to be greater than
they knew. May God comfart them

with the knawledge that their son has -

done much to hosten the day of glad
reunion.

"Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lard from henceforth: Yeq, saith
the Spirit, that they moy rest from their
labors; and their warks do follow
thém.”*

<

A. Matton, who for several yedrs has

_had charge of the Dogba mission

station, will take the leadership of the
Batouri Missian. A call has been placed
far A, Sanchez. af the Tangier Mission
to connect with the French Equatorial
African Union Mission, to be stafioned
at Dagbo, replacing Brather Mation.

One of the greatest needs af the
Indian Ocean Unian Missian during the
past several years has been a union
office building. We are happy that
funds have been maode availablé ta
erect o madest building an the Soama-
nandraring grounds, neor Tananarive,

early in 1954.

*

‘R.Bentz and family, who have spent
a six-manth furlough in the homeland,
left Bordeoux on Navember 5 an the
Brazza, refurning ta the Cameroun.
The Bentz tamily will continue general
and medical missionary wark ot the
Ndaumbi missian station, where they
have already served for one term. We
wish them much success and God's .
richest blessings in their secand term
of service in the Cameroun.

Ulysse Augsburger, who for more
than half a century hos served the
Lord in many capacities ond who has
been retired far a number of years, has
put forth a special effort during the
Ingathering "campaign in this jubilee
year, At the age of seventy:five, he
has this year collected 5363 Swiss

“franes, -making him the undisputed

champion not anly in the Swiss Union
but in the whole Division. May the
example of this faithful servant of
God be an inspiration to workers and
church members; ond may God bless
Brother Augsburger and grant him
many more years of happiness in
service. o
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