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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR ?

Tay neighbor ? It is he whom thou
Hast power to aid and bless ;

‘Whose aching heart or burning brows
Thy soothing hand may press.

Thy neighbor ? ’Tis the fainting poor
‘Whose eye with want is dim,

‘Whom hunger sends from door to door—
Go thou and succor him !

’

Thy neighbor ? ’Tis that weary man
‘Whose years are at the brim ;

Bent low with sickness, care and pain—
Go thou and comfort him !

Thy neighbor ? ’Tis the heart bereft
Of every earthly gem ;

Widow and orphan, helpless left—
Go thou and shelter them !

Whene'er thou meet’st a human form,
Less favored than thine own,
, Remember ’tis thy neighbor worn,
Thy brother or thy son.

Oh, pass not, pass not heedless by !
Perhaps thou canst redeem

The breaking heart from misery—
G0 share thy lct with him.

A TRUE PICTURE.
( Concluded. ) -

‘W give below a startling description of
the state of the churches and of the world,
extracted from a discowrse by Robert At-
kins, preached in London, more than thirty
years since: i . ‘

But, my dear hearers, I must take my leave
for the present of the rich churches, the
ehurches that are possessed of goods, the
churches that can reign without Christ, the;
- churches that love not his appearing, the
churches that scoffingly cry out, Where is the
promise of his coming; the anti«Christim;,'
apostate, Gentile churches, who are fitting
themselves for the fire with. which God will
shortly plead swith them. And I shall now
direct yow attention for a few moments, to
the awful state of the world, which the
divines of the day would have you believe is

improving in manners, and in spirit, through
its intercourse with the churches which I
have just been characterizing as apostate.
But where, oh! where, shall I begin? The
heart sickens the noment the eye falls upon
the mass of iniquitous abomination that lies
before it. Take the:.Christian country in which
we live, or it may be better for onr purpose,
the Christian city in  which we ‘dwell,
{London) I ask is & an improvement upon
heathenism, to see a court at the opera on
Saturday night, and at¢he sacramiental altar on
Sundaymerning? Areballs, concerts, theaters,
and race-courses, places of preparation for
the judgmentseat, and places of training for
the mansions of the blesged, and for the eter-
nal companionship of a holy God? Were
there not a Bible in our land, could the in-
iquities of the heathen be more gloried than
they are? And yet this is the capital of the
world which is so wonderfully improved by
the influence of Christian example. Take
your Bible in your hand, and place your
finger on that portion of it which says: “Re-
member the Sabbath day and keep it holy,”
and go through the streets and markets of

‘has not a polluted moral atmosphere.

this city ; and if your heart does no\t sink
within you, and if your spirit does not fail
you, you have neither the heart nor the spirit
of a Christian. On any Sabbath throughout
the year, take your stand in Hyde Park, and

see how daring and impiously the bulk of.

our nobility can insult the God of heaven.
In front of every equipage, I cau see in my
mind’s eye, an angel of the Lord crying aloud,
for God’s sake and for your own sake, “Re-
member the Sabbath day and keep it holy ;"
and I can hear the infatuated worms reply,
“Onward, onward, who is the Lord that I
should obey his voice ¥ Shall I speak to
you of whoredoms? There are eighty thou-
sand public prostitutes within the precincts of
this wicked city, and who can comnt the
number of the secret ones?

Drunkenness, dishonesty, swearing and
lying, and every kind and manner of abomi-
nation have uncontrolled license; and there
is not a street, lane, or neighborhood, that
This
my hearers, is but a slight etching of our

{ Christian city, of our improving world, of

the wicked harlot with which the Gentile
churches have been shaking hands, nay, com-
mitting open whoredom, for fifteen hundred
years. ’

‘Tell me not, by way of palliation, that the
persecuting spirit of the world is goné. There
is no Clrist in the churches to persecute.
And as to the individnal Christian, there is
too little of the image of Christ, and of the
power of Christ there, to.excite Fither the
jealousy of Satan, or the malice of the world.
Be assured, my dear hearers, whatever
Christians of Satan’s making may say to
the contrary, a God-despising, Christ-rejecting
Spirit-resisting world, doth not lack malice
towards Christ and his followers. Let any
minister of Christ fully take his Master's
gréund ; let him begin at- the palace, and
coming down through the members of the
administration, the Houses of Parliament, the
bishops’ stalls, and the chairs of justice; let
him tell every man, plainly and honestly
what he is, what he is doing, and where he is
going, and you will soon see the arm of the
law stretched out against him. And let the
efforts of this faithful minister be zealously
backed by a few equally bold and resolute
denouncers of iniquity, let one fair stand be
made for Christ and for God, and you will
quickly behold the fires of Smithfield rekin-
dled, or some other' more civilized invention
in active operation, to rid the land from
troublesome, soul-alarming, and Satan-dis-
turbing disciples of Christ.

But why should I keep my eye and yours
so long fixed upon the world? Did not the
fifkt glance satisfy you all that it was ripe for
destruction ? ‘It is true, God is a long-suffer-
ing and merciful God ; but what can he do,
that Le has not already done? And after
having done everything that was consistent
with his own nature, and with man’s position
as a probationer for eternity, for the church’s
reformation, and the world’s salvation, it
were directly libeling God to say he has not
done so. And after having done all this in
vain, as far as either the reformation of the
one or the salvation of the other is concerned,
a lengthening out of the day of mercy would,
in my estimation, be most unmerciful. I see
it to be just a crowding of hell with daily
increasing vietims, and a seven-fold heating of
its flames, by hourly despised privileges. Be-
cause I love mercy and pity the sinner, my
continual cry, is, Lord, come speedily to judg-

ment |  Because I feel for God’s insulted
honor, 1 ery, Lord, come to judgment! And
because I know the penalty of continuing to
rvesist the Spirit, and to trample upon the
blood of the Lamb, I must cry, Lord, come
quickly to judgment. And I amassure as that
there 15 a merciful God in the heavens, that
he 1s hastening on the day of the wicked's
destruction ; and as soon as this, his purpose,
can be :Lccbmplished, it will be accomplished.

Wo, wo, wo to the Bible-despising, gospel-
hardened inhabitants of this land ; for
assuredly the fearful day of retribution, the
terrible day of God’s reckoning, with this
worse than heathenish people, is nigh at
hand. Sinners of Great Britain, depend
upon it, the last offer of mercy and salvation
is being made to you—jyour last day of grace
is hastening to its close. I look upon it, that
you are placed as a mnation in precisely the
same situation as the Jews. were, when Jesus
Christ, weeping over Jerusalem, cried aloud,
in the anguish of his soul, Oh! that thou,
at least, that thou, hadst known the things
that belong unto thy peace ; but now-—and
the sentence is irrevocable—now they are for-
ever hid from thine eyes. Notwithstanding
the awful sentence, Jesus Christ commanded
his disciples to begin the preaching of the
gospel at Jerusalem—and why ? simply Dbe-
cause, though the national doom was fixed,
individuals might, even at the last hour, be
induced to accept a Saviour. Apostate
churches of Christendom, the measure of your
iniquity is full. Godless, Christless world,
your destiny is fixed ; your destruction is in-
evitable, but shall T not begin at Jerusalem ?
Oh'! that in these last days God would give
me energy of body and of mind, and the
mighty power of his Spirit, to warn the indi-
vidual sinner with effect; that some might
yet escape for their lives, and take refuge from
the coming calamity, in the hitherto despised,
but still outstretched arms of their Saviour.

ADDRESS TO THE MINISTERS OF CHRIST.

Ministers of Christ, and ye men of God,
who are scattered throughout the churches,
suffer the word of exhortation. What have
you to do with doctrinal squabbles, the
secularizing policy, and the party interests of
existing churches? If you be, indeed men
of God, spiritual Inen, you must long ago

Jhave been tired of their mud, and their filth,

and their shallows. I entreat you, in God’s
name, and for Christ’s sake put away your
apathy, and awake from your slumbers.
Come out from among them, lest ye become
partakers of their plagues. The cryisraised,
Behold the Bridegroom  cometh! As you
value your souls, disobey not the command ;
but go ye forth to meet him. "Tis vain to
imagine that by remaining where you are
you may still be a leaven for good. The
‘Churchman will remain a Churchman, the
Independentan Independent,and the Methodist
a mere Methodist, in spite of you ; mother's
children are they all. They do not bear the
image of the heavenly, and I am satisfied, as
regards the great bulk of them, the Father
never begat them. The Ilittle zeal thas
they have hath self for its spring, and party
aggrandizement for its object ; and either self
interest or self-exaltation constitutes the
bond of this union. If ever they knew any-
thing of God individually, I am afraid the
most of them died in the weaning, when the
sensible comfort, the milk that God hath pro-
vided for the babes in Christ, was withdrawn,
because they had been long enongh babes;
they would not learn to feed upon the word ;

they would not take to the flesh and to the
blood of Christ; and, consequently, that
which was given them hath been taken away
from them. The preaching gift and the pray-
ing gift—yea, and part of the decently living
gift, may remain; and because they must
have peace, and joy, Satan will take care that
they arve furnished with both. But as to the
life of God, and the image of Christ, they
are scarcely anywhere to be found. Men of
God, can you make the members of your
several churches sensible of their state?
Can you convince them of their delusion by
remaining among them? Never. Will such
men unite with you in hastening on the com-
ing of the Lord ? Will they mourn with you
over the apostasy of the churches? Will
they weep with you, will they cry with you
for all the abominations that are existing in
the world? O, no. You will uniformly find
them on the side of the scoffer, and they will
tell you, We are doing well—we are increas-
ing in goods, we are triumphing, we are
reigning, and what care we for the promise of
his coming? Men and brethren, from this
moment come out from among them, and be
ye like unto them who are waiting for the
return of their Lord. Bear your testimony
boldly and openly against them, and thus you
may suoceed in alarming some of them. You
are injuring them, you are hindering the
work of Christ, you ave weakening one an-
other’s hands; by continuing in your present
position. Oh! may the spirit of Elijah, who
must come, and of John the Baptist, be given
wnto you. Let your loins, like theirs be
girded about. Let your lights burn where
they may be seen, and let your united cry
awaken both the shimberer and the sleeper.
« Prepare to meet thy God.”

I have a conviction on my mind that it is
God’s purpose that yet once more the note of
alarmshall besounded throughout theserealms,
and that this last trumpet will, under God,
either have the effect of hardening or saving
the sinner. I clearly see that both processes
have already commenced under my own min-
istry, and if you, my fellow-laborers, will only
be faithful, and in your several spheres and
stations stand out boldly for God, the harvest
.of this land will soon be ripe. I feel as if
veath or life was in every word; and every
time I make the inquiry, Watchman, what of
the night ? the answer cometh, with increasing
thrill to my soul, The morning cometh, and
also the night. And, oh, may every soul
now before me tremble at the voice of the
Spirit, and take the prophetical warning in
time, make haste—return—come! Ministers
of Christ! Men of God! to your knees for
oil, to your Bible for light. Away with
every trapping of worldly policy. Strip your
party-colored robes of Satan’s weaving. Take
to your locusts and wild honey. Have done
with the poisonous dishes of man’s providing.
Strengthen your-loins as with a girdle, with
the promise of his coming, with the blessed
hope of the glorious appearing of the great’
God and your Saviour, and let yowr voice be
a united voice—the voice of one crying im
the midst of this wilderness of apostasy, blas-
phemy, ignorance, pollution, and sin—=-* Pre-
pare the way of the Lord.” Thus will you
be “like unto men that wait for their
Lord ;" and take the promise for your
comfort, “ When he cometh and shall find you
thus watching ; verily I say unto you, tha¥
he shall gird himself, and make you sit down
to meat, and will come forth and serve you.”
Anmen,
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THE SECOND ADYENT.

MANNER, OBJECT, AND NEARNESS OF THE EVENT.

/
BY THE EDITOR.

!

TexT : Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God,
believe slso in me. In my Father’s house are many man-
sions ; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare aplace for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself ; that
where I am, there ye may be also. John 14 :1—3.

JEsUs was soon to leave his disciples and
ascend to the Father. Andin his words of
instruction and consolation he was preparing
their minds for that event which would be a
grief to them. His presence constituted their
joy. " His absence would be their sorrow.
“Can the children of the bridechamber mourn,
as long as the bridegroom is with them? But

the days will come, when the bridegroom shall-

be taken from them, and then shall they
fast.” Matt. 9:15. The real friends of our
Lord will ever desire his tangible presence.
Worldly professors, whose affections are
placed upon the things of this life, will enjoy
his absence quite as well. And while a world-
ly church may treat with indifference, or re-
ject, or even scoff at, the Bible doctrine of
the soon retwrn of the Lord, those who truly
love their divine Master will receive the word
relative to his coming with all gladness.

Our Lord was tenderly introducing to his
disciples the subject of his ascent to Heaven.
“Little children, yet a little while I am with
you.” John13:33. “Simon Peter said unto
him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus an-
swered him, Whither I go, thou canst not
follow me now ; but thou shalt follow me af-
terwards.” Verse 36. This statement caused
distress and consternation in the minds of the
disciples, and led Peter to say to his Lord,
“Why cannotI follow theenow? Iwilllaydown
my life for thy sake.” Verse 37. Then foi-
low thie comforting words of the text, assur-

.ing the sorrowing disciples that their Lord
would come again, and receive them to him-
self. With such a faith and hope, the waiting
church of Jesus Christ may well sing :—

“How bright the vision! Oh ! how-long
Shall this glad hour delay ?

Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time,
And bring.the welcome day.”

" And while the church waits.in joyous ex-
pectation of speedy deliverance, her Lord
“gaith, Surely, I come quickly,” to which the
church responds, “Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22:20. The certainty
of the second advent of Christ, the manner
and object of his coming, and the nearness of
the event, are points.of thrilling interest to
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

-

He . Will Appear.

He will appear the second time. Paul
speaks directly upon this point: “ So Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many.
And unto them that look for him, shall he
appear the second time without sin tnto sal-
vation.” Heb. 9:28. Again he says, “Look-
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
pearing of the-great God, and our Saviout
Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13. Another apos-
tle testifies to this point thus: “Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ;
for we shall see him as he 'is.” 1 John 3:9.

Personal and Visible,

The second-advent of Christ will be person-
al and visible. This proposition is sustained
by a large amount of testimony from the high-
est ‘authority.

1. The Son of God himself, when address-
ing his disciples upon the subject of his second
advent, pointed forward to the generation that
should witness the signs of thatevent in the
sun, moon, and stars, and said, “They shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and glory.” Matt. 24:
30. See also Mark 13 :26; 14:62; Luke 21 :
27 ; John 14 &.3.

2. Holy angels at his ascension made a
most definite and decisive declaration relative
to his personal and visible second advent.
‘When Jesus ascended from the Mount of
Olives, his disciples looked steadfastly toward
heaven to catch the last glimpse of their Lord

as he was taken up from them. And as a
cloud was receiving him from their sight, “be-
hold, two men [angels]stood by them in white
apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:10,
11. The doctrine of the personal and visible
appearing of our divine Lord here rests upon
the veracity of the two holy ones in white,
who testified that the same Jesus would re-
turn from heaven, in like manner as he as-
cended up to heaven. And in agreement
with these words of assurance are those of the
Revelation : ¢ Behold, he cometh with
clouds, and every eye shall see him.” Rev.
1:7. -

3. Paul testifies to the personal and visible
second advent of Christ in langnage not to be
misunderstood. “The Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise
first ; then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the
cloud, to meet the Lord in the air; and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 1 Thess.
4:16, 17. Seealso Titus 2:3; 1 John 3 :4.

-

Resurrection of the Just.

At the second coming of Christ, the voice
of the Archangl will be heard, the righteous
dead will be raised, and the living righteous
will be changed to immortality. It is then
that victory over death and the grave is tri-
umphantly. shouted by all who receive the gift
of eternal life at the last trump.
show you a mystery : We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ;
for the trumpéet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this mor-
tal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is writ-
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory. O
death where is thy sting? = O grave, where is
thy victory?” 1 Cor. 15 :51—55.

Again the apostle sets forth the hope and
joy of the true church of Jesus Christ in all
ages, while passing through persecutions and
great tribulation, and while her members have
been falling under the power of death and the
grave, in these consoling words :+ “But I

.would not have you to be ignorant, bréthren,

concerning’them which are asleep, that ye sor-
row not, even as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him. [God brought
Christ from’ the dead, and will also bring from
the dead, with Christ, all the righteous dead.]
For'this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive and remain un-
to the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
[go before] them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and
with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
‘Wherefore, comfort one another with these
1 Thess. 4:13—18.

‘When this visible union of the Redeemer
and the redeemed shall take place, then the
church will be no more separated from her
adorable Lord, but, with all the endowments
of immortality, will ever be with him.

words.”

.

Destruction of the Wicked.

When the Lord shall appear the second
time, sinners then living will be destoyed by
fire, and the earth will be desolated. “And
to you who are troubled, rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heav-
en with his mighty angels, in flaming fire tak-
ing vengeance on them that know not God,

«Behold, I-

and that obey not the gospel of our “Lord
Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with ev-
erlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power ; when
he shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and to be admired in all them that believe in
that day.” 2 Thess. 1:7—10. “And then
shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming.” Chap. 2:8. .

The man of sin, the papacy, is to be de-
stroyed with the brightness of Christ’s coming.
And, at the same time, those that know
not God, the heathen, and those that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, will
perish under the vengeance of flaming fire that
attends the revelation of the Son of God from
heaven. When the heathen, the papists, and
al]l others who do not obey the gospel of
Christ, shall be destroyed, there cannot be one
wicked person living.

Christ’s explanation of the parable of the
tares of the field proves the destruction of all
wicked men who shall be living at the time
of his second coming. “The field is the world;
the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
but the tares are the children of the wicked
one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the world; and the
reapers ave the angels. As therefore the tares
are gathered and burned in the five ; so shall
it be in the end of the world. The Son of
man shall send forth his angels, and they shall
gather out of his kingdom all things that of-
fend, and them which do iniquity, and shall
cast them into a furnace of fire.” Matt. 13: 38
—42. That will'be a clean work. When
all things that offend, and they which do in-
iquity, shall be gathered out of the earth,
there cannot be one sinner leftin it.

The prophet describes the day of the de-
struction of the wicked, and the desolation of
the earth, in these fearful words: ¢ Behold,
the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land deso-
late; and he shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it.” Tsa.-13:9. “Behold, the Lord
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste,
and turndh it upside down, ‘and scattereth
abroad the inhabitants thereof.” Chap. 24 :
1. “Theland shall be utterly emptied, and
utterly spoiled ; for the Lord hath spoken this
word.” Verse 3.

The voice of the Lord proclaimed to the
prophet the blindness and deafness of :ipostate
TIsrael, which led him, in anxiety and anguish
of spirit, to cry, “Lord, howlong 7 And the

Lord answered, “Until the cities be wasted |
without inhabitant, and the houses without "

man, and the land be utterly desolate.” Isa,
6:11. '

God speaks by the weeping prophet. The
terrors of the day of the coming of the Son of
man are portrayed in most fearful words. In
the general slaughter there will be no escape
for wicked men, though their profession
be as high as Heaven. “Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, Behold evil shall go forth from na-
tion to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be
raised up from the coasts of the earth. And
the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the other end
of the earth : they shall not be lamented,
neither gathered, nor buried ; they shall be
dung upon the ground. Howl, ye shep-
herds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in  the
ashes, ye principal of the flock ; for the days
of your slaughter and of your dispersions are
accomplished : and ye shall fall like a pleas-
ant vessel. And the shepherds shall have no
way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to
escape.” Jer. 25 : 3235,

Isaiah iscarried forward in prophetic vis-
ion to the 'point of time just prior to the gen-
eral desolation, and describes the state of
things when false professors shall be aroused
to their lost condition. “ Now will I 1ise,

saith the Lord ; now will I be exalted ; now :

will I lift up myself. Ye shall conceive chaff,
ye shall bring forth stubble : your breath, as
five, shall devour you. And the people shall

be as the burnings of lime : as thorns cut up

shall they be burned in the fire. Hear, ye

that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that

are near, acknowledge my miglht. The sin-

ners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath sur-

prised the hypocrites. = Who among us shall

dwell with the devouring fire ¥ who among
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ¥’

Isa. 33 : 10—14.

Again the Lord hath spoken ‘by another
prophet : “I will utterly consume all things
from off the land, saith the Lord. I willcon-
sume man and beast; I will consume the
fowls of the heaven; and-the fishes of the sea,
and the stumbling-blockswith the wicked :
and I will cut off man from off the land, saith
the Lord.” Zeph. 1:2, 3. “The great day -
of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth
greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord.
The mighty man shall, cry there bitterly.
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble
and distress, a day of wasteness and desola-
tion, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day
of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the
trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities,
annd against the high towers. And I will bring
distress upon men, that they shall walk like
blind men, because they have sinned against
the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out
as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither
their silver nor their gold shall be able to de-
liver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath;
but the whole land shall be devoured by the
fire of his jealousy : for he shall make even a
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the
land.” Verses 14—18. “Therefore wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I
rise up to the prey : for my determination is
to gather the nations, that I may assemble
the kingdbms, to pour upon them mine indig-
nation, even all my fierce anger : for all the
earth shall be devoured with the fire of my *
jealousy.” Chap. 3: 8.

<

Prominent and Important.

The second coming of Christ is a subject of
great importance to the church. This is evi-
dent from the amount of testimony relative
to it, In connection with the resurrection of
the just and the Judgment, found in both the
Old and New Testaments. The inspired wri-
ters, in their threatenings against the ungod-
ly, in their words of hope and encouragement
for the saints, and in their exhortations to re-
pentance and holy living, hold up the great
fact of the second coming of the Son of man, -
as that which should alarm and arvouse, and
also comfort the people of God.  ~

Before Adam passed from the stage of life,
Enoch; the seventh in the line-of his descen-
dants, proclaimed this doctrine in the ears of
‘the impenitent, “Behold,” said he, “the Lord

‘T cometh ‘with ten thousand of his saints, to

execute judgment upon all.” Jude 14. And
as we pass from book to book through the
Bible, we find that the prophets, Jesus, and
the apostles, have made the same use of the -
doctrine ; and in the very last book, John de-
cribes a coming day, when all classes and

ranks of men, because they have mnot pre-

paved for the coming of Christ, will call for

rocks and mountains to fall on them, and hide.
them from the overwhelming glory of his

presence, as he appears in the clouds of heav-

Rev. 6 : 14—17. '

Cluist’s coming is also held prominently
forth in the sacred writings, as the time when
the righteous will be rewarded. “When the
chief Shepherd shall appear,” says Peter, “ye
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
1 Pet. 5:4. And Paul looks for-
ward to the day of Christ’s appearing as the
time when not only he, but all who love the
appearing of their Lord, shall receive the crown
of righteousness which is laid up for such. 2
Tim. 4 : 8. ‘

Most frequently, however, is this great
doctrine used incentive to repen-
tance, watchfuluess, prayer, and holy living. -
“Watch,” is the emphatic injunction of the
Son of God in connection with the numerous
declarations of his second coming in the gos-
pels.

Paul exhorts to deny ungodliness and world-

en.

away.”

as an
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1y lusts, and to “live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world ; looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”
Titus 2:12, 13.

James says, “Be ye also patient ; stablish
your hearts; for the coming of the Lord draw-
eth nigh. Grudge not one against another,
brethren, lest ye be condemned. Behold,
the Judge standeth before the door.” James
5:8,9.

Peter says, “But the end of all things is at
hand ; be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer.” I Pet. 4:7. And again, “What
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness, looking for and
hasting unto the coming of the day of God.’
2 Pet. 3:11, 12.

Such is the use which holy men, who spoké
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, have
made of the doctrine of the second coming of
Christ.. Have not they, therefore, lost the
spirit of. the gospel, who openly contend
against so prominent and weighty and preci-
ous a doctrine, or who even pass it by in si-

lence ?
Min isters and®popular professors may cast

this doctrine aside as mnot essential to the
Christian faith ; nevertheless, it may be traced
through the sacred Scriptures, as made prom-
inent by prophets, Jesus, and apostles. The
Bible dwells upon essentials. It does not deal
in non-essentials. When the Lord in his
word gave his people a rule of faith and prac-
tice, he was careful to leave the non-essentials
all out. Hence, “ All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine.” 2 Tim. 3:16. - And let all the
people say, Amen !

<
-

Absurd Application.

But the doctrine of the second appearing of
Christ, made so very prominent in the Serip-
tures, is lost sight of by those- - who recetve
theories not found in the Seriptures. Thus
the fulfillment of all the threatenmgs of God’s
word, relative to the approaching day of
wrath, and the revelation of the Son of God
in flaming fire, to destroy the inhabitants of
the earth, as they were once destroyed by wa-
ter, are put far into the distant future, if not
completely lost sight of, by the unscriptural
doctrine of the world’s conversion and the
temporal millennium.

The second personal appeanng of Jesus
Christ is most-absurdly applied to several dif-
ferent things. Some teach that death is the
second coming of Christ. This is not only a

violation. of plain Seripture declara,ti,ons,'but'
of the laws of language. There can be but a
single second advent of Christ; while this
misty sentiment has as many appeamngs of
Jesus as there are deaths. The early disci-
ples did not veceive the idea that death was
the second coming of Christ.

Peter, seeing the beloved John, “saith to
Jesus, Lord, and whats shall this man do?
Jesus saith unto him, Jf T will that he tarry
till I come, what is that tothee ? Follow thou
me. Then went this saying abroad among the
brethren, that that diseiple should not die;
yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not
die ; but, If I will that he tarry till I come,
what is that to thee ¥’ John 21 :21—23. So
far weve the disciples from holding that death
was the second coming of Christ, that when
they understood their Lord to intimate that
John might remain until lu'; return, they at
once concluded that he would not die.

And what foggy theology is this, that makes
death the second appearing of Christ ! He is
coming as the Life-giver, ahd the believer's
best friend. Death is the life-taker, and man’s
last enemy. 1 Cor. 15:26. Christis com-
ing to give life to the just, and to “ destroy

" him that had the power of death, that is, the
. devil” Heb. 2:14. The devil has the pow-
er of death, and, in the providence of God, is
permitted to send the barbed arrow even to
the heart of the just, lay him low in death,
and lock him in the tomb. But the Life-giv-
er, having passed under the dominion of death,

and having been gloriously raised from the |’

embrace of the grave, triumphantly says, “I

1 you.

.| day saints.”

be-
and

am he that liveth, and was dead ; and,
hold, I am alive forevermore, Amen’;
have the keys of hell [hades, the grave] and
of death.” Rev.1:18. The devil holds the
power of death. Chyist holds the keys of
death and the grave, and at his second ap-
pearing he will unlock the tombs of the just,
break the power of death, their last enemy,
and lead them forth to immortal and eternal
scenes of glory. _

Again, conversion is to be the second com-
ing of Christ. Then there are as many sec-
ond comings of Christ as there are conversions.
There can be but one second appearing of
Jesus Christ. And again, the manifestations
of the Holy Spirit are said to be the sec-
ond advent 6f Christ. Hence, men talk of
the spiritual coming of Chist, and his spirit-
ual reign for one thousand years. But here,
also, they are involved in the difficulty of a
plurality of second coinings of Christ ; for in
this case they would have Christ appear at
each gracious manifestation of the Holy Spir-
it. There can be but a single second advent
of Christ,. .

The distinetion between the manifestations.of
the Holy Spirit and the personal presence ' of
Christ at his second appearing is made very
plain in the Scriptures. Says Jesus, “I will
pray the Father, and he shall give you an-
other comforter.” = John 14:16.- This lan-

guage implies the distinet existence of .more

than one comforter. 'When Christ was with
his people, he was their comforter. In his
absence, the Father was to send another Com-
forter, even the Spirit of truth. During the
absence of the Son, the Holy Spirit was to be
his representative, and the comforter ‘of his
sorrowing people. :

The facts in the case are distinctly stated
in the followingimpressive words : “But'now_
I go my way to Him that sent me.” It is
expedient for you that I go away ; for if 1 go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you. But if T depart, I will send him unto
And when he is come, he will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and oy
judgment.” John 16:5, 7, 8.

And again; the Shakers see the second ap-
pearihg of Christ in the person of Ann Lee.
And the Mormons see the fulfillment of the
prophecies relative to the coming and king-
dom of Christ in the gathering of “the latter-
And the spiritualists generally
agree in saying, Lo, hereis the second advent
of Christ in the manifestations of spiritual-
ism.

In the prophetic discourse of Matt. 24 and
25, covering the -entire Christian age, our
Lord, after speaking of the tribulation of the
church under papal persecutions, says of our
time : “Then if any man shall say unto you,
Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it, not.
For there shall arise false christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and won-
ders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.” Matt. 24 :23,
24. The word ther in this passage points to a
specific period of time when “Lo, here is
Christ, and Lo, he is there,” would be heard.
Our Lord here describes the spiritual decep-
tions of the present age. Talse christs arose
not far from the first advent, to deceive the
Jews in regard to that event (Matt: 24 : 5) ;
likewise false christs and false prophets have
arisen at this day to deceive the people on the
subject of the second advent.

Dr. Henshaw, the late Bishop of Rhode Is-
land, speaking of the doctrine of the temporal
millennium, in his Treatise on the Second Ad-
vent (page 115), says :

“So far as we have been able to investigate
its history, it was first advanced by the Rev.
Dr. *Whitby,* the commentator, and after-
wards advocated by Hammond, Hopkins,
Scott, Dwight, Bogue, and others, and has

been received without careful examination by,

the majority of evangelical divines in the pres-
ent day. But we may safely challenge its
advocates to produce one distinguished writer
in its favor who lived before the commence-
ment of the eighteenth century. If antiquity

#* Daniel Whitby, D. D., was born A.D. 1638, in England.
and died A. D. 1727.

is to be considered as any test of truth, the
advocates of the pre-millennial advent and
personal reign of Christ with his saints upon
earth, need have no fears of the result of a com-
parison of authorities with the supporters of
the opposite theory.”

And from the modern and popular error of
the temporal millennium and the spiritual
reign of Christ have grown those mystical ap-
plications by which the plainest declarations
of Scripture relative to the second appear-
ing of the Life-giver, are applied to death,
to conversion, to the manifestations of the Ho-
ly Sph;it, to shakerism, to mormonism, and to
gpiritualism. ‘

Lo, Here! Lo, There!

How forcible then, are the words of Christ
when applied to the subject before us : : “Then
if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is
Christ, or there; believe it not.” Matt. 24 :
23, No one need fail to see who the men are
that are erying, “Lo, here is Christ, and, Lo,
he is there.” The Lord continues in verses
25, 26 : “Behold, T have told you before.
‘Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold,
he is in the desert; go not forth; behold, he is
in the secret chamber ; believe it not.” Our
Lord is here dwelling upon what he had just
before told them. = His subject is still the
teachings of those who cry, ¢ Lo, here is
Christ !” “Lo, heis there I” If the Mormons
say, “Behold, he is in the desert,” the ihjunc-
tion of our Lord is, “Go not forth.” Or, if
you hear proclaimed from the popular pulpits
of our time, “Behold, he 1s in the secret cham-
bers,” Christ’s second coming is spiritual, at
death, or at conversion, “believe it not.”

And why not receive such mystical teach-
ings ?
“For as thelightningcomethoutof theeast,and
shineth even unto the west ; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” Our Lord has
not only pointed out false prophets,
warned us against their mystical teachings,
but he has in contrast set before us the man-
ner of his second coming inthe plainest terms.
The {vivid lightning, flashing out of the dis-
tant east, and shining even to the west, lights
up the whole heavens. - This, probably, is‘the
most appropriate figure that our Lord could
employ to illustrate the flaming glory that
will attend his second advent, when he shall
come attended by all the holy angels. -

The presence of only one holy angel at the
new sepulcher where Christ lay in death
caused the Roman guard to shake, and become
as dead men. The light and glory of a single
angel completely overpowered those strong
sentinels. The Son of man is coming in his
kingly glory, and in the glory of his Father, at-
tended by all the holy angels. All the holy
angels are coming with the Lord. Not one
will be left in Heaven. The number of the
angéls round about the throne, as the body-
guard of the Son of God, are “ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands.” See Rev.5:1)1. And Paul speaks
of the heavenly messengers as ‘“an innumer-
able company of angels.” Heb. 12: 22. What
grandeur ! what dazling brightness ! when the
King of kings shall come down the lighted
vault of heaven, attended by all the angels of
the heavenly world ! Then the whole heavens
will blaze with glory, and the whole earth
will tremble before him.

The reason is given in the next verse :

and

A Sign of tlie Times.

Ix the religious prints we see a general
complaint of coldness and destitution of the
But if we look
at the sure word of prophecy, we find it was
to be so in the last days. Jesus, in hist lis
of signs of the end of the world, says: “And
because iniquity shall abound the love of
many shall wax cold.” Matt. xx1v :12.

And the Apostle Paul in his nineteen
characteristics of the last days, gives the
following : ““ Lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having the form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof.” 2 Tim.
3:4, 5. .

With these striking predictions we have
only to look around to behold one of the

Spirit and Revival influence.

most striking fulfillments of prophecy ever
known. Indeed it is so evident that few
will deny the facts, as applied to the popular
religionists of the present day. Dw. Stone of
San Franecisco, who is called the Beecher of
the Pacific coast, as reported in the New
York Observer, says: “The newspaper is
more feared to-day in Congressional halls and
the high places of corruption and villainy,
than the laws and courts, the sting of con-
science and Divine wrath.” This is only an-
other form of saying that exposure is what
men dread more than the moral consequences
of their The evidences are too
patent to be questioned that not only public

crimes.

‘men, but multitudes of others, have no fear
1of God or of eternal perdition before their

eyes. The moral sense seems to be sadly
wanting in the public mind, and the dread
sanctions of religion to be less and less power-
ful to restrain men. Our hope for the refor-
mation of soclety, and even'for the preserva-
tion of the good that remains, is in the gos-
pel and in the Spirit of God. We need a re-
vival of pure and undefiled religion, through-
out our land and thronghout the world. ‘Thy
kingdom come,’ must be the earnest prayer of
all who look or hope for the betterment of
society.”

The religions lotteries and gambling so
generally persisted in by most of the fashion-
able churches, after it has béen'condemned by
Governors:of States and many others in high
standing, is unmistakable proof that they are
indeed, “lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God.” Every worldly device to attract
the crowds and obtain money is resorted to,
so all kinds of schemes and theatricals are
planed, and it seems they are regarded as a
grand success. The following, clipped from -
the San Francisco Daily Call, is a specimen :

PRESBYTERIAN FESTIVAL.

“The large Music Hall was crowded full
last evening by our citizens, to witness the
peculiar programme offered by the managers
of the festival. The singing by the ladies
and gentlemen was very fine, and the music
by the San Jose Silver Band of a high order.
The farce was one of the most comical affairs
that has ever been attempted in San Jose.
The text was the Mother Groose rhymes, each
verse being represented by some of the ladies
or gentlemen, with appropriate and pictur-
esque costumes. In the character of the “ Old
‘Woman that Lived in the Shoe,” there was a
little shaver dressed to resemble the  white-
hat philosopher,” with a copy of the 77ibune
under his arm, and his letter of acceptance in
his hand. This character was received with
great applause, as the personation was good.”

Prof. Finney, of Oberlin College, testifies
as follows.

““ Spiritual apathy is almost all-pervading
and is fearfully deep; so the religious press
of the whole land testifies. It comes to our
ears and our eyes, also through the religious
prints, that extensively church members are
becoming devotees of fashion—join hands
with the ungodly in parties of pleasure, in
dancing, in festivals, etc. But we need not
expand this painful subject.. Suffice it that
the evidence thickens and rolls heavily upon
us to show that the churches are becoming
sadly degenerated. They have gone very far
from the Lord and he has withdrawn himself
from them.” -

Aud this is only a specimen of many that
might be cited from men in high standing;
but the fact is so patent to all that we need
not give more evidence. Too well do we all
know there has been a moral fall, and that
pride, fashion, love of money, and pleasure
are the rule and not the exception in most of
the churches of the day. What shall we say
then? Are we not in the perils of the last
days? And is not the end near? Is it not
time to wake out of sleep and discern the
signs of the times?

Let all take warning and watch and pre-
pare and be ready, for in such an hour as
men think not of it the Son of man cometh.
Theve is too much at stake to be indifferent.
Eternal life is to be gained or lost, and a:
short probation now will decide the questlom
with us forever. To be 1equy we must toke
heed of the warnings given of the dangers
and duties of the present time. The prophe-
cies and signs ave fulfilled before our eyes,
and the warning is given that all may be
without excuse. The sword is coming. - Be,
wise and escape. M. E. CorNELL.
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‘Redemption.

THE primary signification of the word re-
deem is “to purchase back.” Theologieally, ve-
demptionmeans the restitution of that which

-~ was lost in the ruin of the fall. When all
was lost in Adam, a complete redemption was
proposed through Jesus Christ. And that
we may better understand the nature, and
the extent of redemption through Chist, we
shall do well to first consider what was lost
in Adam.

1. Innocence, and purity of character were
lost in the transgression of the representatives
of the race, and theiroffspring became the law-
ful prey of the author of sin. Their lost con-
dition is expressed by the apostle in these
words : “I am carnal, sold under sin.” Rom.
7:14.

2. Our first parents lost their hold on im-
mortal life, for which they were put on pro-
bation. In obedience they would soon have
developed a righteous character, been placed
beyond the reach of sin, and would have se-
cured endless life in favor with God. In dis-
obedience they and-their offspring passed un-
der the sentence and dominion of death.
“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn.” Gen. 3:19. “Wherefore as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin, and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” Rom. 5:12. Death,
and to return to dust, are the rule with the
fallen race, while translation to Heaven,
without passing under the dominion of death
and the grave, as in the cases of Enoch, Eli-
jah, and those who shall stand complete in
the will of God, and be alive at the second
coming of the Son of Man, are exceptions.

3. In the disgrace of the fall, the race lost
position in the eyes of all the holy intelli-
gences in the universe as the exalted sons and
daughters of the Almighty, and are without
power in themselves to regain it. The Eden
home of our first parents was lost, the earth
is groaning under the curse, and Satan holds
life possession of it,

But Heaven's great plan of redemption is
as broad and as complete as the ruinof thefall
has been. It proposes to redeem man from
sin, from the grave to immortal lhife at theres-
arrection of the just, and from the disgrace of
the fall, and place the redeemed, in the fu-
ture life, on higher ground; in some respects,
than that of Adam and Eve in holy Eden.

1. The plan of redemption proposes to save
men from the condemnation and practice of
gin in this life. The announcement of the
angel to Joseph respecting the infant Re-
deemer was that he should “call his name
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their
sins.” Matt. 1:21. And Paul, writing to
the church at Colosse respecting Clwist, says :
“In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” Col.
1:14. The first stage, then, in redemption
is freedom from sin.
ment of this deliverance demands action on
the part of the sinner, as verily as on the
part of the Redeemer. ,

The great rule of moral action is the mo~
al code. In just so many words Paul says:
“I had not known sin but by the law.” Rom.
7:7. And the beloved disciple says, “Who-
goever committeth sin transgresseth also the
law ; for sin is the transgression of the law.”
1 John 3:4. And the apostle James speaks of
the moral code as God’s great mirror into
which the sinner may look and see the stains
of gin upon lis soul. Chap. 2:22--25, Tt
is evident then, that before the sinner can be
redeemed from sin he must have a knowledge
of the extent and the sinfulness of his sins by
the moral code. ’

The Author of this code demands repen-
tance on the part of every transgressor, and
obedience to all its holy precepts. But even
this, however pungent the repentance for
past transgressions, and however earnest the
effort to render perfect obedience, cannot re-
fove a single stain from the sinner without

And the accomplish-

faith in the cleansing blood -of the Redeemer
True repentance, which includes a knowledge
of, a sorrow for, and turning from our sins, is
but the first act on the part of the sinner to
prepare the way for his redemption from the
He is
then only in a condition of mind and heart to
come to the great Redeemer in faith, and fall

condemnation and the power of sin.

into his arms, all sinful, unworthy, and help-
less.

It is hiere that the repenting sinner finds
pardon, peace, and joy inthe Holy Spirit, as he
shows lis faith in the death, burial and resur-
rvection of the Redeemer, in being buried with
him in baptism, and in seeking for that ful-
ness of grace that there is in Christ. His
life is now in joyous harmony with the exhor-
tation of the apostle : ‘“And be not conformed
to this world ; but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and per-
fect will of God.” Rom., 12:2,

And as he travels on in the Christian life,
and reaches out by faith for complete deliv-
erance from the power of Satan and redemp-

tion from the dominion of sin, he reads in the l

following burning words of Paul the tri-
umphs of his own experience. “That ye may
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding ; that ve
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas-
ing, being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God.
“Strengthened with all might, according to
his glorious power, unto all patience and long-
suffering with joyfulness ; giving thanks unto
the Father, which hath made us meettobe par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light;

‘who hath delivered us from the power of

darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son ; in whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the for-
giveness of ‘sins.”

2. The plan of redemption in its second
stage proposes to redeem the just from the
grave and the dominion of death. Says
Christ : “The hour is coming in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth ; they that have done
good unto the resurrection of life, and they
that have doné evil unto the resurrection of
damnation.” John 5 :28,29. And in Paul’s
confession of faith before Felix he declared
the “reswirection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust.” Acts 24:15. Seealso 1 Cor.
15:51, 55 ; 1 Thess. 4:13,18. '

The moral fitness for the next life must be
obtained in this. The change to immortality
is ot a moral change.
change of the corruptible body for one that
will be incorruptible. This second stage “in
the Redeemer’s ,stupendous achievement of
the work of man’s redemption is expressed

It is simply an ex-

by the apostle thus: “Who shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body.” And the Redeemer will
not complete his work of redemption in a
manner to leave man invisible and immate-
rial.  When redeemed, the just will stand in
all the tangible perfection of Adam’s unfallen
manhood, with the exceeding glory that their
bodies will be fashioned like unto Christ’s

| glorious, resurrected body.

3. The redemption of the just from the dis-
grace of transgression and the fall, completes
the work of the Redeemer, and places the re-
deemed on higher and safer ground than that
on which Adam stood: And in the estima-
tion of Jehovah, Jesus, angels, and all creat-
ed intelligences in the universe, they will be
regarded the same as if our first parents had
not disgraced themselves and their children,
in recklessly yielding to the power, of appetite.
The Redeemer hag borne their sins and shame,
and has accepted the punishment due to them,
in his own sinless person. Man's failure to
form a righteous character was complete.
Jesus took man’s place, gtood the test, and
his success in working out a righteous char-
acter in man’s behalf, is as complete as was
Adam’s failure. And by a life of self-denial,
self-control, and following by faith their tri-

umphant Head, the righteousness of Christis

imputed to the just, and the redeemed lose
all their shame and disgrace in their Redeem-
er. The redeemed will then stand complete,
not only in the purity of their own robes of
character, which they had washed and made
white in the blood of theLamb, but they will
shine with a brighter luster from the divine
righteousness and eternal glory imputed to
them from their adorable Redeemer.

Leadership.

Last week, we gave proof from the New
Testament that Christ was the leader of his
people.  We also showed the relation which
true ministers sustain to their Head, to one
apother, and to the church. The position
taken was that, as Christ’'s embassador, speak-
ing in Christ’s stead, the true minister must
swrrender his will and judgment to Christ,

angd that he cannot, consistently with his high
position and holy calling, yield these to any
other but Christ. “ One is your Master even
Chuist, and all ye are brethren,” is a declara-
tion too plain to be misunderstood.

But the subject must not be left here, with
the  truth partly expressed. The words of
Christ and his apostles relative to unity and
the ordained means to secure it, and
proper discipline must have a qualifying bear-
ing upon the subject, lest unsanctified men,
who neither submit their will and judgment
to Christ, or to church authority, assume the
gospel ministry, and divide and scatter the
flock of God.

The remedy, however, for this deplorahle
evil is found in the proper use of the simple
organization, and church order set forth in
the New Testament Scriptures, and in the
meany God has ordained for the unity aund
pexfection of the church. That God has ap-
pointed officers, and also other means for the
good order, purity, and unity of the church
is abundantly proved by such texts as 1 Cor.
12:28—30; Eph. 4:11—I13. And no
man can show proof that these have been re-
moved from the church by the authority that
placed them there, or give any good reasons
why they should bé removed.

But here we wish it distinctly understood
that officers were not ordained the
Christian church to ovder, or to command the
church, and “to lord it over God’s heritage.”
In the case of diffevence of opinion that arose
in some of the primitive churches relative to
circumcision and the keeping of the law of
Moses, recorded in the fifteenth chapter of
Acts, the apostles and elders at Jerusalem
acted as counselors, in a manner to give room
for the Holy Ghost to act asJudge. The re-
port of that blessed meeting at Jerusalem to
settle a festering difficulty, commences on this
wise : “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost,
And the brethren which were

n

and to us.”
fron among the Gentiles in Autioch, and
Syria and Celicia, “rejoiced for the consola-
tion.” Diffevences settled in this way fre-
quently seem move than sett] ed, and generally
remain settled; while those disposed of by
the exercise of mere church authority ave
seldom really settled at all.

But when we say that the embassador for
Christ cannot yield his jndgment to any but
Christ, we do not mean that a young minister,
or any one whose ministry has been marked
with serious imperfections, and even grave
mistakes, should exalt his opinion above his
brethren, and turn away his ear from their
entreaties and admonitions, under the plea
that Christ is his leader. And, ou the other
hand, the minister who submits his ministry
to a superior, the bishop, the president, or
one in authority in the church, to be sent out
and directed in his ministry, cannot in the
fullest sense, be Christ’'s embassador.
Again we repeat the golden text: “One is
ypur Master, even Christ, and all ye are
brethren.”

Between the two extremes we find the
grand secret of unity and efticiency in the
ministry and in the church of God. Our at-
tention is called to this in 2 most solemn ap-
peal from the venerable apostle Peter to the
elders of his time. ‘The elders which are

among you I exhort, who am also an elder
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that shall be re-
vealed. Feed the flock of God  which is
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not
by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind. Neither as being
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples
to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd
shall appeaxr, ye shall receive a crown of glovy
that fadeth not away.

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject
one to another, and be clothed with humility ;
for Glod resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble. Humble yourselves, there-
fove, nnder the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time.” 1 Pet. 5:
1—6.

‘In painful contrast with the foregoing ave
those ecclesiastical conferences and assemblies
of our time, where ministers distinguish
themselves by a spirit of strife and debate,
and in the use of language which would be
regarded as ungentlemanly, not to say un-
christian, in all other respectable associa-
tions. ) .

We affirm that there is not a single apolo-
gy in all the book of God for disharmony of
sentiment or spirit in the church of God.
The means are ample to secure the high stan-
dard of unity expressed in these words of
Paul : “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no
division among you ; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment.” 1 Cor. 1:10,

(Continued.)
— .-

The Temptation of Christ.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

CHrIsT was not in as favorable a position in
the desolate wilderness to endure the tempta-
tions of Satan as was Adam when he was
tempted in Eden. -The Son of God humbled
himself and took man’s nature after the race
had wandered four thousand years from Eden,
and from their original state of purity and up-
rightness.  Sin had been making its teirible
marks upon the race for ages; and’ physical,
mental, and moral degeneracy prevailed
throughout the human family.

When Adam was assailed by the tempter
in Eden he was without the taint of sin. He
stood in the strength of his perfection before
God. Al the organs and facilties of his be-
ing were equally developed, and harmonious-
ly balanced. ' ’

Christ, in the wilderness of temptation,
stood in. Adam’s place to bear the test he
failed to endwre. Here Christ overcame 'in
the sinner’s behalf, four thousand years after
Adam turned his back upon the light of his
home. Separated from the presence of God,
the human family had been departing every,
sneeessive genemtion,.fzn.'t]]er from the oxigi-
nal purity, wisdom, and knowledge which
Adam possessed in Eden. Christ bore the
sins and infirmities of the race as they exist-
ed when he came to the earth to lelp man.
In behalf of the race, with the weaknesses of
Tadlen man 111)031 him, he was to stand the
temptations of Batan upon all points where-
with man would he assniled. '

Adam was surrounded with everything his
heart could wish. Every want was supplied.
There was no sin, and no signs of decay in
glorious Eden.  Angels of God conversed free-
ly and lovingly with the holy pair. The hap-
py songsters carolled forth their free, joyous
songs of praise to their Creator. The peace-
ful beasts in happy innocence played about
Adam and Eve, obedient to their word.
Adam was in the perfection of manhood, the
noblest of the Creater’s work, Hewasin the
image of God, butalittlelowerthan theangels.

In what contrast is the second Adam as he
entered the gloomy wilderness to cope with
Satan single handed. Since the fall the race
had been decreasing in size and physical
strength, and sinking lower in the scale of
woral worth, up to the period of Christ’s ad-

-
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vent to the earth. And in order to elevate
fallen man, Chyist must reach him where he
He took human nature, and bore the
infirmities and degeneracy of the race.. He,
who knew no sin, becamne sin forus. He hu-
miliated himself to the lowest depths of -
man woe, that he might be qualified to reach
man, and bring him up from the degradation
in ‘which sin had plunged him.

“For it became him, for whom «re all things,

was.

and by whom are all things, in bringing many |.

-sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.”

~ “And being made perfect, he became the
_author of eternal salvation unto all them that
.obey him,

‘“Wherefore in all things it behooved hlmﬂ

to be made like unto %is brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful bigh priestin
things pertaining to God, to make recopcilia-
tion for the sins of the people. For in  that
-he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is
-able to succor them that arve tempted.”

“For we have not a high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling of our infirm-
ities ; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin.” ., ‘ ;

. Satan had been at war with the govern-

ment of God, since he first vebelled. His suc-:

«<ess in tempting Adam and Eve in Eden,
and 1ntroduclng sin into the world, had em:
boldened this arch foe, and he had - proudly
boasted to the lheavenly angels, that when
Christ should appear, taking man’s nature,
he would be weaker than himself, and he
would overcome him by his power. He ox-
alted that Adam and Eve in' Eden could not

resist his insinvations whenheappealedto their

appetite. The inhabitants of the old world he
-overcame in the same manner, through the
indulgence of lustful appetite and corrupt pas-
sions. Through the gratification of appetite he
‘had overthrown the Israelites. - He boasted

‘that the Son of God himself who was with |’

Moses and Joshua was not able to vesist his
power, and lead the favored people  of Kis
choice to Canaan ; for nearly .all who left
fgypt died inthe wilderness. Also the meek
man, Moses, he had tempted to take to-him-
self glory which God claimed.
Solomon, who had been especially favored of
AGogl, he had induced, through the indulgence
of appetite, and passion, to incur God’s dis-
pleasure.

‘the salvation of man through Jesus Christ.
In the wilderness of temptation Christ was
without food forty days. - Moses had, on es-
pecial occasions, been thus long without food.
But he felt not the pangs of hunger. He was
not tempted and harassed by a vile and pow-
erful foe, as was the Son- of -God. He whas
elevated above the human, He was especial-
ly sustained by-the glovy of God, which en--
.shrouded him. . - - ) e

Satan had succeeded so well in deceiving’
sthe angels of (lod, and in the fall of noble
Adam, that he thought that in Christ’s hn-
miliation e should be sucéessful in overcom-
He locked with pleased exultation,
and

- ing ham,
apon the result: of “his temptations,
-the ingrease of sin in “the continued trans-
sgression of Glod’s law for movre than four thou-
sand years. He bad worked the ruin of our
firgt parents, and brought sih and death into
the woild, and had led to ruin multitudes of
.all ages, countries and classes. e had, by
his power, controled cities and nations until
~their sin provoked the wrath of God to de-
stroy them by fire, water, earthquakes, sword,
famine and pestilence. By his subtility andun-
tiving efforts he had controled the appetite and
soxcitedand strengthened thepassions, to sofear-
+ul a degree, that he had defaced, and almost
obliterated the image of God in man. His
phyeical and moral dignity were in 50 great a
degree destroyed, that lie hore but a faint re-
semblance in chavacter, and noble perfection
of form, to dignified Adam in Eden.

At the firgt advent of Christ, Satan had
Jbrought man down from his original, exalted
purity, and had dimmed the fine gold with
sin.  He bad transformed the man, ereated

David and|

And he boasted that he could yet [ ..
. : . Y. | believe.
succeed in thawarting the purpose of ‘God in-:

‘hence is not binding upon Chuistians !
Tiberty of the gospel now allows us to use |

to be a sovereign in Eden, to a slave in the
earth, groaning under tlie curse of sin. The
halo of glory, which - God had given holy
Adam, covering him as a garment, - departed
from him after his transgression. The light
of God’s glory could not cover disobedience
In the placeé of health and plentitude
of blessings, poverty, sickness and suffering
of every type were to be the pertion of the
children of Adam. i :

and sin.

Satan had, throughi liis "sediictive power,
led men to vain philosophy to question and
finally to disbelieve in divihe revelation and
the existence of God. * He could look abroad
upon a world of moral wretchedness, and a
race exposed to the wrath of & sin-avenging
God with fiendish triumph, that he had been
as-successful in darkening the pathway of so
many, and had led them “to transgress the
law’ of God He clothed sin with pleasmg
attractlons to secure, the ruin of many.

‘But his most successful scheme in deceiving
man, ‘has been to conceal his real purposes,
and his true character, by représenting’ him-
self as man’s friénd, and & benefactor of the
race.

enemy that they need to guard against, and
that the existence of a personal Devil is all a
fiction. 'While he thus hides his existence,
he'is gathering thousands under his control.
He is deceiving tlxeh@, as he tried to deceive
Chuist, that he is an angel from Heaven, ' do-
ing a good work for humanity. And the
massés are 0 blinded by sin that they cannot
discern the devices of Satan, and they honor
him as they would ‘a heavenly angel, while he

is working their eternal ruin.

( Contmued )

Which? )’tht? Why!

PROTL?TA\']‘ AR('U\iEI\’l AGAINST THE
CO\[‘\[AVDMENT COMPARED WITH
AGATN‘STI THE

THE
FOURTH
THE* CATHOLIC ARGUMENT
SECOND COMMAMDMENT.

Iris a well known fact that Roman Catho-
lics- the world over, do make images and
likenesses of God, of Christ, and of the saints;

that they put these in. all their places of de- |

votion, and that they do bow down before
them, make prayers to them, and regard them
with great veneration. To us Protestants it
geems astonishing that they ecan do this with
the ‘Bible before them, which they profess to
Does not the Bible. every where
condemn images and image worship? Does
not the. second commandment of the deca-
logue especially prohibit these ?

"How; then, do the. Catholics get over this?
Very easily indeed.. This is their answer:
The second commandment, was an old Jewish
law which belonged only to that age of bond-
It :was- abolished. on the cross, and
The

age.

images, provided we do mot do it super-
stitiously | Those Wwho go back to the old
law-and condemn this pious custom' are Juda:
izers and have denied Christ, and they ought
to be circumecised und .offer sacrifices! M.
Bower, in his ¢ History of the Popes,” vol.
2, I;P- 157-8, thus states the Catholic argu-
ment on this point.
Nice, in A. ., 787, the histerian says :

“They closed the sessiou with a peal of
anathemas against all'in gencval who did not
salute, honor, worship, and adore the holy and
veiierable images, and against the Empe-
ror Leo in particular, his son Copronymus,
and the impious assembly of Judaizing bish-
ops, convened by the latter for the destruction
of images, and the exaltation of the kingdom
of Satan. The fifth session, held on the 4th
of October, was opened by Tarasius with a
declamation, or rather invective, wherein the
Iconoclasts were compared to the Jews, Sa-
marvitans, Pagans, Mahometans, Manichees,
etc. When lie had done they were declared
by the whole assembly worse than Jews, Sa-
maritans or Mahometans, because they des-
troyed images ignorantly, being strangers to
Christianity.”

“When the second commandment. was
alledged, and other passages out of the Serip-

‘He flatters men with the pleasing fa~.
| ble that there is no rebellious foe, no deadly

Of the council held at |

 ever read that Bible ;

ture, forbidding the worship of images, they
were angry that words spoken long ago to the
Jews should be applied to the Christians, as
if the precepts of the decalogue were not bind-
ing with respect to the Christians, and our
Saviour had come to destroy the law, and
not to fulfill it.”

Again, in a note on page 195, M. Bowel
says : ‘“ But by God himself, replied the Em-
peror, we ave expressly forbidden to make
any graven images, to bow down to them, or
to worship them. The Jews were forbidden,
answered Theodore; but the law given to
them is not binding with respect o us

Christians, else why should we notbe circum- -

cised -as well as the Jews? where he igno-
rantly confounds.the ceremonial law with
the decalogue. But he had, it seems, perused
‘the acts of the second council' of Nice, and
read there of a learned bishop wondering at
the ignorance of the Iconoclast heretics, in
alledging against the Christians, words
spoken so long ago to the Jews. (See p.
158.) The Emperor maintained that the law
given to Moses was binding with respect to
the Christians as well as the Jews, our
Saviour having declared that he came not to
destroy but to fulfill the law; and conse-
quently if it was idolatry in a Jew to bow
down to images and worship them, it was
likewise idolatry in a Christian. In answer
to this was urged by Theodore the. example
of our Saviour himself who had sent his
picture to Abgarus, king of Edessa, (See p.
29); the example of St. Luke, (See p. 30);
and many others who had painted him in the

earliest times, and whose pictures were still |

°| to be seen, and still were worshipped by the
faithful ; the many advantages attending the
use as well as the worship of images and the
uninterrupted practice of the church from the’
times of Christ and his Apostles to the pres-
ent.”

This language is so like that which we
Sabbath keepers daily hear from our oppo-
nents, in their arguments against the fourth
commandmnent, that it sounds very familiar.
Because we obey the fourth.commandment of
God’s holy law which says that-the seventh
day is the Sabbath, we are stigmatized as
Judaizers, as being strangers to Christianity,
as going back to the old law which was given
only to the Jews. And it is urged that to be
consistent we ought to offer sacrifices, ete.
Now if these arguments are valid, against
the seventh day Sabbath, then the Catholic
argument against the second commandment
is equally sound. But the truthis that these:
arguments, both Catholic and Protestant, are
a bold perversion of the word of God, sub-
verting his holy law.. Alex. Campbecll in his
celebrated debate with Bishop Pmcell, pp-
214,215, says :

“The single fact that the four archbishops
of Treland, and the Roman Catholic college of
Maynooth should have impiously dared to
strike one commandment from the ten, which
God wrote on two tables with his own finger,
and should have changed and divided the

tenth into two, speaks -volumes in proof of
‘my allegata against the Romamist rule of

faith.”

“Tt is a poor apology for this ekpurwatlen
of the decalogue, that it is not so done in the
Douay Bible; for when these catechisms
were introduced, and even yet in most Cath-
olic countries, not one layman in a thousand
the eatechism intend-
ed for universal consumption contained all his
knowledge of God's Jaw. What myriads,
then, through this frand, must have lived and
died in the belief that the second command-
ment was no part of God’s law !

It is clearly proved, that the pastors of the
church have struck out oneof God’s ten words;
which not only in the Old Testament, but
in all revelation, ave the most emphatically
regarded as the synopsis of all religion and
morality. They have also made a ninth com-
mandment out of the tenth, and their nintl,
in that independent position, becomes identi-
cal with the seventh commandment, and
makes God use tautology in the only instru-

ment in the universe that he wrote with lis

own hand ! But why this annulling of the
second commandment ! Because it is a pos-
itive prohibiti\on of the practice of bowing
down to images, and doing them homage ;
a custom dearer to the Romish church than
both the second and seventh commandments !
It is, however, gross idolatry.”

This language is none too severe. My,
Campbell strikes at the root of the matter,
when he declares that the reason why Catho-
lics have set aside-the second commancdment
is becanse they held a custom forbidden by
that commandment, a custom dearer t6 them
than the law of Jehovah, The same is true
of .Sunday keepers. The fourth command-
ment requiring the observance of the seventh
day is plain enough. Itsobligation upon the
Christian is ¢lear enough from the New Tes-
tament Scriptures. But Sunday keepers find
themselves observing the first day of the
week and violating God’s. Sabbath. This
practice has become so dear to themn, that
rather than give this up and yield to the
authority of Jehovah, they will invent every
argument to stigmatize that law ard set it
aside ag Jewish.

Tt is agtonishing to see what shifts and
turns the Catholics have taken to evade the
force of the second ‘commandment. M.

Bower thus states another of theu argu-

\

ments :

“T know that the popish writers, to clear
their church from that imputation, distin-
guish here between supreme and inferior
worship, absolute and relative, direct and re-
ductive ;. worship hy itself, and worship by
accident ; worship of Latria, and worship of
Dulia, Hyperdulia, etc. ¢ The heretics,” says
Arriaga, ‘allege many passages from the
Seriptures, the fathers and the councils, -
where it is said that God only is to be wor-
shipped. But to all the passages that have
been, or can be alleged we answer, in one
word, that they are to be understood of tlie
worship of Latria or supreme worship, which
must be given to God alone; and would be-
come-idolatrous if given, to any but to God.
Vol. 2, p. 36.

What a bold heresy this is! What =
manifest evasion of the direct eommand of
God! The Lord says that we shall not wor-
ship an image. Oh, yes, reply the Catholics,
we are not to worship them with supreme -
worship, but a seeondary worship, the wor- -
ship of Dulia, Hyperdulia, etc. Then here is
another evasion, as stated by the historian,

(2]

page 34. ..

'The popish writers, to. evade the testimony
of the fathers, thus condemning the worship, .
the use, and even the making of images, would
have us to understand them as speaking only
of the images of the heathens, or of the wor--
ship of images as practiced. by the heathens, .
who, they say, either worshipped the images~
themselves as gods, or worshipped false gods
through them ; and weve, on that account,.
condemned by the fathers, and deservedly”
condemned, as guilty of idolatry ; -but that
they say, does not at all effect the worship
which they give to images, since they neither
worship tkem as gods, nor worship false god s
through them; but the true God, or his sain’ &
and holy angels, for on them the worship 4 2r-
imnates that is gn(m to their images.”

To aProtestantall theseargummentsave wiorse
than none..  They are simply an evasior.—a
perversion of the word of God. But these
forcibly remind us of the shifts which ave re-
sorted to by Sanday keepers to evade -the
plain requirement of the fourth comumandment.
Theyargue that the Sabbath has been. ahanged
from the seventh to the first day ; next, that
the fourth commandment was an old Jewish
law and never applied to Cluistisns ; next,
that any oue seventh partof time is all that
the commandment requires ; then, that you
cannot tell when the seventh day does come
any way ; then again, that all days ave alike.
And thus they go on turning and shifting,

and twisting in every shape to evade the
fourth commandment, the same as the old
mother of ‘harlots has to get around the sec-
ond commandnient.

Do M. Caxricunr,

Oakland, Cal. May 26,
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The Coming of the Lord.

BY AN ENGLISH WRITER.
[

“Qur God shall come, and shall not keep silence ; a fire
shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about him, He shall call to the heavens from above,
and to the earth, that he may judge his people. Gather my
saints together unto me ; those that have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare bis
righteousnesss ; for God is juage himself. Selah.” Ps.

:3-6.

‘W stand on the eve of one of the greatest
events the world has ever witnessed. Signs
are multiplying on every side of us, compared
with which there has been no parallel, either

-in the history of the church ov the - world.

One of. the greatest changes to both hangs
upon this great event. It is the coming: -of
the Lord Jesus Christ the second time, in
power and glory, to bring all things into sub-
jection to himself, and to be “King of kings,
and Lord of lords.” ILet us.see what the
ps\a.h;list says of this event In the passage
under consideration. - ) )

The first word is a striking one—“Our
God.” Tt is the family word. None but the
child can use it. That child is one of the
family. He is related to his Heavenly Fath-
er. He has been redeemed and brought nigh
by the blood of Christ. He is in the bonds of
the everlasting covenant. Hé is a joint heir
with Christ. He can look up, and say, “My
beloved is inine, and I an his.” He will be
able to say with joy, when the Lord snall de-
scend from Heaven in flaming five, “Lo, this
is our God ; we have waited for him, and he
will save us ; this is the Lord ; we have wait-
ed for him; we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.” Yes ; it is the family word. He
who now puts into our lips the sweet words,
“Our Father,” enables us to look forward to
that solemn hour, and say, “Owr God.”

We are about to meditate on a solemn
scene—God coming down to this earth in hu-
man form, as a devouring fire, with storms
and tempests 11 ¥ing around him. Oh! how
necessary to be able to say, before we gaze
upon it, “Our God.” What will it be if we

. cannot say, “Our God 72 - With what feelings

of terror and alarm must it be viewed, unless
Wwe can say, in prospect, “Our God !” Dake

. sure of this, reader; before you go one step

farther. Only this can make you calm in the
prospect, and in the reality when it comes, to
be able to say, “Our God.” Therefore it is
that the Holy Spirit puts this little word first,
on which we may dwell earnestly, soberly,
searchingly, before we proceed to that which
follows. .

“Our God shall come, and shall not keep

- silence.” In order clearly to understand what

is meant here by God's “not keeping silence,”
we must. refer to the closing part of the
chapter, from the sixteenth verse to the twen-
ty-second : “But unto the wicked God saith,
What hast thoutodoto declare my statutes, or
that thou shouldst take my covenant in thy
mouth ? seeing thou hatest instruction, and
castest my words behind thee. When thou
sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with
him, and hast been partaker with adulterers.
Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy
tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and

speakest against thy brother ; thou slander- '

est thine own mother’s son. These things thou
hast done, and I kept'silence ; thou thought-
est that I was altogether such an one as thy-
self.” Here God reviews the character of
the wicked-in this dispensation. It is exact-
ly what has been going on in our world for
the last six thousand years. Men have been
taking God’s covenant “in their mouth,” in
other wérds, making a profession of religion,
while, all the time, the power of religion has
‘been absent. Underneath this profession, sin
and iniquity of the worst form have been car-
ried on.
‘God, and casting his words behind them.
“Theft,” “adultery,” “evil,” “deceit,” “false
witness,” “slander”—have not ail these things
been going on in the world at a fearful speed ?
All this while, God has “ kept silence.” He
has not interfered to strike men down in such
acts with his arm of. judgment; so men begin
to say, “ Where is God? " Tush ! doth God
see ¥’ If there be a God, why does he not in-
terfere ? Either there is none, or else he is

Men have really been ¢ hating” |

“yltogether such an ‘one as ourselves.” Thus
the world.has gone on—the wicked “flourish-
ing as a green bay tree,” the righteous return-

{ing with a “full cup” of tears, and God keep-

ing silence. But it shall 10t always be so.
“Qur God shall come, and shall not keep si-
lence.” He shall come, and “reprove” men,
and “set” each act and deed “in order” “be-
fore the eyes” of the wicked. It is interesting
to notice how nearly all the features of the
wicked, described in this chapter, and which
history has'indorsed as the dominent princi-
ples in the world, are again reproduced by the
Holy Spirit in the third chapter of St. Paul’s
second espistle to Timothy, and which are to
be more prominently developed—as the flow-
er from the bud—in the last days.

And what are to be the heralds of the com-
ing? “A fire shall devour before him ; and
it shall be very tempestuous round about
him.” Here, again, the Holy Spirit confirms
this testimony by St. Paul: “And to you,
who are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking venge-
ance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who shall be punislied with everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his poiver.” Yes; from one
end of Christendom to the other, one .pierc-
ing cry shall rend the heavens: “Ye rocks
and hills, fall upon us, and hide us from the
presence of the Lamb.” The entreaty, earn-
-est and loud, will then be heard from many a
lip that now scorns the preaching of the
cross ; “Lord, Lord, opén to us;” but “ too
late.” It shall be ‘“very tempestuous.” The
nations shall be at their wits’' end. The ties
of nature and of society shall be set at naught.
‘Men’s lusts and passions shall have unbridled
course. They shall run to and fro. Knowl-
edge shall increase. Men’s hearts, on all
sides, will be “failing them for fear, and for
looking. after those things which are coming
A few will 1ift up their heads
in that universal wreck, and run calmly and
joyfully ; for they know their redemption is
nigh, their hour of triwmph at hand. Oh!
to stand among that little band in that awful
hour, and be able to say, “Our God !”

But what will the Lord do then? “He
shall call to the heavens from above, and to
the earth, that he may judge' his people.”

* % % The Spirit of God confirms this
testimony by St. Paul : “For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we which
are alive and remain unto the coming of the
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
Forthe Lord himself shall descend from Heav-
en with a shout, with the voice of the Axrch-
angel, and with the trump of God; and the
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up to-

on the earth.”

gether with them in-the clouds, to meet the

Lord'in the air ; and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.” The word rendeved “then,” in
this passage, may be more correctly rendered,
“after that,” and shows us that some interval
may elapse between the meeting of the dead
saints and the living ones before they aretaken
up to meet the Lord in'the air. The fond
greeting, the loved embrace, the outburst of
joy, shall fill it up.
gether at one and the same summons from on
high, “and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
“Ever with the Lord " Oh! the joy of these
words ! Here thought fails. The lips fulter.
The mind shrinks. Eternity alone can tell
their depth. We wait to sound their mean-
ing. ‘Who would not say, in such a world of
sin, and sorrow, and death, as thig, “Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly (i

+ But mark the psalmist’s words. Who are
they that are called ? “Gather my saints to-
gether unto me.” What an expressive word
—*“my saints ! How the Lord appropriates

them as his own | “They shall be imine in

the day when I inake up my jewels.” What
precious words—‘“my saints,” ‘“my jewels I”
‘What sinful, erring creatures we are ! How

do we daily and hourly provoke the Lord who
loves us! What naughty children the Lord

has to manage! How he may say of us, as

Then all shall rise to-

Moses said of Israel, “Ye have been rebelli-
ous against the Lord since - the day that I
knew you;" and yet, “my saints !” “my jew-
els I’ Oh, what grace ! what wondrous love!

But mark another word here. “Gather my
“He shall gather the lambs in his
arms.” He shall gather them as a shepherd
his sheep in the hour of weakness and danger

”

saints.

—the weak ones, the nervous ones, those who

‘start at a shadow, and tremble at the flutter-

ing of aleaf. They shall not be weak or ner-
vous then. The frail body shall be dropped
forever, and they shall be clasped in an em-
brace such as they havenever known on earth,
to a bosom of infinite love.

But mark another word here. “Gather-

my saints fogether.” It is the family meeting.
It is the grand reunion. It is the glad as-
sembly. We shall not rise to meet the Lord
individually—in isolations. ~We shall be
gatherel together. So the apostle speaks of
our “gathering together unto him.” And
again, “We which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them.” No more
separation ! No more sects, or systems ! All
together !  One mind, one heart, one joy, one
glad meeting, without the shadow of a fare-
well greeting ever darkening it shores! What
heart does not bound at the thought !

But mark yet one word more, the sweetest
of all, “unto Me.” Ah! what would all the
others be without this? Nothing, nothing !
The foam, the dust, the shadow, the air!
‘What would ¢t meeting be without Jesus ?
‘What is any meeting without him ? The very
notes of Heaven would be discord ; its jasper
walls would be hideous ; its very air would
be oppressive. It wouldall be dreariness, and
darkness, and death. 'With his name, every
song is sweet. In his smile, every counten-
ance is bright. Every chord of the golden
harps will vibrate with his praise, Every
voice will be vocal with his name. Jesus,
Jesus, Jesus I—through eternity. For this the
Lord himself prays : “Father, I will that they
also whom thou hast given me, be with. me
where I am, that they may behold my glory.”
Love can only be satisfied with the presence
of its object. So with the Saviour. He
longs for us. He waits for us. We must be
with him. How can he be happy -without
us ? .

But who are these thus gathered ? Mark it
well, reader : “Those that have made a cove-
nant with me by sacrifice.” They are those
who have laid themselves and their earthly
substance an offering on God’s altar, and who
have made a covenant with God through the
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are
the dlood-bought ones. They are those who
have cast themselves—all sin and guilt, help-
less and undone—on the finished work of the
Lord Jesus. They are those who cry from
the depths of their hearts :—

““Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thes."’

Reader, have you done this? If you have
not, then you are not'in that covenant. And
if you are not in that covenant now, can you
think. of that meeting ¢ You may hide this

sad picture from your conscience, or, worse.

than all, charge your sin on God by a series
But it will not avail then. Mark
the next verse: “The heavens shall declare
His righteousness, for God is judge himself.”
His righteous dealings will then be acknowl-
edged by every lip, and be felt by every heart.
Even the wicked will be compelled to own it.
And not only so, but righteousness shall be
written on everything, as it never has. heen
yet. And why? “For God is judge himself.”
He shall be judge in the earth, and the result
will be righteous judgment.

of excuses.

Misrule, injus-
tice, oppression, willall be ended then. “Right-
eousness shall cover the earth as the waters
cover the sea.”

And what 1s the practical lesson from all
this, for the world, as well as for God’s peo-
ple? There is a word for each one at the
close of this chapter. “ Ye that forget God,
consider this.” Unconverted reader, weigh
it well, lest God “tear thee in pieces.” The
day 1s at hand. Consider. Fly to Jesus.
He is your only hope. Out of him you are

citizenship, “aright.”

‘

not safe for a moment. Be warned, and haste
to the refuge.

Christian, “order your conversation,” o1
Aim to glovify Jesus.
Let his praise fill your heart. Let his im-
age be clearly, decidedly, unmistakably writ-
ten on every act of your life. Be whole-heart--
ed for Christ. “He that endureth to the end.
shall be saved.”

-

The Caunse is Onward.

«Tn the morning sow thy seed, and in the:
evening withhold not thy hand ; for thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, this or’

ithat, or whether they both shall be alike

good.” Eccl. 11: 6. N

There is no cause that men can engagein
with $0 much certainty of success as they
can engage in the cause of God. ~There is
no enterprise that brings such certain returns
ag that enterprise which brings its recompense
at the resurrection of the just. The truth
may be unpopular, its friends may be few, its
resources may be limited ; yet its success and
final triumph are ordained of God m Heaven.-
¢ It is not by might nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Zech. 4 : 6.
Those, therefore, that engage in disseminating’
the truth, and make sacrifices for its advance--.
ment, are insuring to themselves a reward in
Heaven ; for the work itself is of God, and
he rewards every man as his work shall be.-

"The result of scattering those publications-
which teach the truth is seew wherever it has-
been judiciously done. In territories which.
the living ‘preacher has never entered the-
truth has found its way by the silent messen--
gers, tracts and pamphlets, and, as the result,
individuals and small companies are ohserv-
ing the Sabbath of the Lord. In Dakota we
have learned of three small companies, the:
least numbering six, now observing the
Bible Sabbath, which have never heard a
sermon nor seen the face of a person of like
faith except of their own number.

One man of Western Kansas, who found
in his jost-office box three Reviews, read them. -
with interest and finally as the result of read-
ing them, embraced the truth. He has never-
heard a sermon upon present truth. But by
letting his light shine, others have also em--
braced the Sabbath in the vicinity where he
lives. And, although he is’ a poor man, he
offers $100 towards purchasiﬁg a tent, if some
one will ‘come and labor with it. He also
proposes to give a portion of his time as tent--
master. '

About a year since, & young man in the-
State of New York called upon some of our
brethren.and was received so kindly that he-
became favorably impressed with the truth.
And when he left he was furnished with read--
ing matter. Letters recently received from
him show that since his return to his friends
in England he has embraced the Sabbath of
the: Lord and other kindred truths. Heis a
minister of the gospel.

‘Within the last six months quite an intel--
ligent  colored man from Florida, who was a
preacher there among his own people, came
North with a view of remaining. He was
prevailed upon to investigate the claims of”
the seventh-day Sabbath, and the doctrine of
the second coming of Christ. He saw the
harmony of the Scriptures upon these points,
and embraced these truths, and then felt that
he must immediately return to his people
with them. :

The preseht truth, has within the past-
nine months, through an interesting series of
providential circumstances, found its way to
‘Washington, D. C, and has been received
into honest hearts at that place. An interest-
has been awakened to read our publications-
among others.

A few weeks since, there appeared in the
Review a communication from brother Ade-
mar Vuilleumier showing the fact that a min-
ister in Italy had embraced the Sabbath and
was laboring ardently to teach it to others in.
connection with the doctrine of the nenr”
coming of Christ, and already there has been
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a few gathered around him holding the same
views.
Last autumn while a brother was convers-
ing upon the subject of present truth with a
“friend of his in Western New York, a stran-
- ger stepped up and listened. After learning
the nature of *the conversation, he remarked :
¢TI have seen some of your ‘sort of folks in
Russia.” He was asked if they kept the sev-
-enth day, and believed in the near coming of
Christ. He answered in the affirmative.

I have been informed by brethren - and
-sisters who have friends living in many of
the Southern States, and at least seven differ-
.ent nations in Burope, that there are those
who have embraced the Sabbath in each of
these places during the last year. ’

To those who have no faith in these truths,

" these facts may be uninteresting; -but
.those who believe that the message of Rev.
14 : 9—12, applies to this time, and that itis
to be world-wide in its warning, can clearly
-understand that, although the truth is unpop-
-ular, it is making rapid strides in gathering
souls from many nations, kindreds, tongues
-and people. :

It has also found its way to the royal
-family of Sweeden. Publications wpon pres-
.ent truth are called for by individuals in
almost every nation under heaven where
.civilization exists. In this country, nearly if
not all nations are represented.. Here is the
burden of this work. And through these
men and women of other tongues, other
nations ave being reached. The people of
<God are placed here as minute men, and
-should so educate themselves that they can
:always understand the -opening providence
-of God, and work successfully for the spread
.of the truth. Now is the time to become
vich in good works, ready to distribute, wil-
ling to communicate ; laying up in store a
.good foundation against the time to con‘_ae,‘
that we may lay hold on eternal lifs, 1 Tim.
6:18,I9., ' e

¢ Cast thy bread upon the waters,” says
“Solomon, “for thou shalt find it after many
days.” Eeccl. 10 : 1. And thé prophet Isaiah
says, “ Blessed are ye that sow beside all
waters.” Chap. 32:20. ¢“In the morning
.sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thy hand.” Prosperity will attend -the
-work of God; and our labors will be blessed
if we sustain the right relation to God.and
his cause. Our interests should be undivided
in the cause of Christ. It has been Pur—
.chased by his own blood. Christ is not de-
pendent upon man, but he permits man to be
a co-worker with him in the salvatidn of those
-for whom he died. ‘

The cause of God should i)e taken difect_ly-

‘into the heart, and made the first great Busi-
ness of life, and worldly interests should be
made subservient to it. “Seek first the

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and’

«ll these things shall
6 : 33, o
‘We have to do with the world wh_éle we

be added.” Matt.

ave in it, but it should be used as a means’

.and not an end. Man is only a steward of
the talents God has committed to him; and
these talents God will i'equire with usury.
“The usury is the influence of our life as it
" tells upon the salvation of others.

Who would not venture all in so glorious
acause. No individual who loves our Lord
.Jesus Christ, and professes union with him,
should fail to make a special effort to help
forward the work of God. All should take

“.an active interest in imparting light to
.others. The rays of light, tracts and pamph-
lets., should be sent to all our friends, far and
near. And when this is done, earnest prayer
.should be offered for the Spirit of God to ac-
.company them to the heart. A lively active
interest should be taken in every branch of
the work of God. All onr influence ‘slould
tell upon the right side and thus we be found
_gathering with Christ. “He that is not
with me is agahlst_ me ; and he that gather-
.eth not with me scattereth abroad.” Matt.
12 : 30. ' !

One brother in Indiana felt that he must
take our publications and visit families and

’

In his
first four days’ experience he found many in-
térested to read, and one that embraced the
Sabbath. ,

Brother and sister Sawyer’s experience,
near Potterville, Mich., shows what can be
done with the blessing of God. ©About one
year since, they commenced to visit and pray
with families in a neighborhood where they
had but a few religious privileges. They com.
menced a Sabbath school for the children.
As the result, over twenty, including par-
ents and children, have conscientiously tuined
their feet to keep the statutes of the Lord,
and more than forty meet on the Sabbath.

A - circumstance of interest occurred in
Chelsea, Mass., not long since.. A stranger
chanced to meet with the brethren in one of
their social meetings. While in conversation
with him upon the subject of the Sabbath, he
remarked, “I believe every word of it. T
have a sermon in my pocket Whi(_:h treats up-
on that subject.” Upon eXamir_lq,'tion, it was
found to be one of our Sabbath.tracts, which
had providentially fallen into his hands.

There is force to the Saviour’s words at the
present time : “Lift up your eyes and look on
the fields; for they are white ‘already to har-
vest.” But where are the unselfish, sacrific-
ing laborers that will go forth and labor in
any sphere which the providence of God may
assign them? Where are those. that love the
cause more than their own ihterests, and man-
ifest it in their lives by a willingnness to sac-
rifice for its advancement ¢

It does not require faith to believe this
cause is onward, and that there are souls ev-
erywhere ready to embrace the truth. Facts
show this. And to the above facts might be

pray with them where it was proper.

gdded the increasing demand for reading mat-

ter.
One year ago last February, the most that
had ever been sent out from the Office of pub-
lication in one week was 160 bushels. Last
February it had increased to 210 bushels in
one week (compdre Review of Feb. 4, 1873,
with Review of Feb. 10, 1874), being 50 bush-
elg more than was sent out in one week a
year ago. Those who remember when the
entire e_ditibn of our works of one week was
carried to the post-office: in a carpet bag, which
was only twenty-five years since, cannot fail
to rqcognize the handof God in this; and more
éspecially 'so when we realize that not one un-
]ibf)ﬁléﬁ,féaturé of truth has béen‘ laid aside.
Those who have had long experience in this
cause, and possess talents of usefulness, and
have withheld their influence in the advance-
ment of this truth, and now take no especial
interest in'Its advancement, will soon find
that others have their places in the cause, and
will eventually wear the crown théy failed to
secure. With earnestness all should feel it
their privilege now to lift'in’ this important
work. The time will soon come when no man
c;n_l' wgrk. - e
- ]

-
4 - -

The Last Snpper,

* A Spanish artist was once employed to
paint the “Last Supper.” It was his object
to throw all the sublimity of his art into the
figure and the countenance of the Lord Jesus;
but he put on the table in the foreground
some chased cups, the workmanship of which
was exceedingly begﬁtiful. ‘When his friends
came to see the picture on the easel, every
one said, “What beautiful cups!” «“Ah!"
said he, “T have made a mistake ; these cups
divert the eyes of the spectator from the
Lord, to whom I wished to direct the atten-
tion of the observer:” and he forthwith took
up his brush and blotted them from the can-
vas, that the strength and vigor of the chief
object might be prominently seen and ob-
served, Thus all Christians should feel their
great study to be Chrit’s exaltation;and what-
ever is calculated to hinder man from behold-
ing him in all the glory of his person and
work should he removed out of the way.
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Let the sen-
timent and language of Paul be ours.

8. ‘N. HASKELL.

An [Instructive Incident.

THREE years since while coming from Sagi-
naw to Battle Creek, I wished to change cars
at Lansing. I must-make good connection
in order to reach my appointment in Iowa.
By-and-by the conductor came and took up
the tickets for Lansing. Soon the train
stopped, and I'heard them call out “ Lansing,”
and off I got, and on went the train. But
lo, and behold it was North Lansing instead
of Lansing! There was no hack or any
other conveyance. It was three miles to the
cars I wished to take, and they were to go in

twenty minutes! They told me it was no

use to try to reach the train. I must stay

all night. But my resolution was taken ina
moment: I would try. I could but fail any
way. So off I started up the track, alone in
the dark with a heavy satchel. Allcan well

‘imagine that I did not feel very comfortable

All this resulted
from a mistake of my own. I did not desigh
to doit. I honestly supposed that I was do-
ing right; yet this did not relieve my diffi-
culty in the least. I had to bear the conse-
quences just the same as if I had done it de-
liberately. I could but have bitter reflec-
tions over what might have beenn had I used
proper caution. .Thus brooding over this and
other mistakes, which I have made in life, T
hurried on, walking and running alternately.
Of course I had but faint hopes of being on
time ; yet I did hope. Finally I reached the
depot where I should have stopped at first.

under these circumstances.

On, on I pushed, sweaty and weary. When |

I was within a mile of the depot I was told
that probably the train had not gone. This
inspired me with new strength. Another half
mile and T met the hack returning, and found
the cars had not gone yet. I knew that
every minute was now precious. I ran with
all my might till I could hardly get my
breath. When within forty rods of the
depot I saw the train standing there lighted
up, apparently about ready to start. One
minute ‘more and I might even now miss it.
So I exerted myself to the very utmost. 1
think I must have been within eight or ten
rods-of the cars when the old engine began
to puff and the bell began to ring ! Must I
get so near the prize and then lose it after all
my effort? It seemed to me I could go no
farther, nor get one foot before the other.
But this would not do; so I summoned all
the strength I had, and ran a little faster.
In another moment I landed on the steps of
the car, and was moving off ! '

The first thing T did was to take care not
to catch cold after such an effort. This I did
by walking to and fro in the car till T became
cool and rested. But the feeling of relief, of
success, of victory, which came over me,
abundantly paid me for all my effort. °

REFLECTIONS,

This incident brought to my mind. many
very profitable reflections :

1. Mistakes. How very sad it is to make
mistakes. Once made they must be suffered.
No amount of honesty or ignorance will
change the consequence in the least. Men
are constantly making mistakes and suffering
for them, Here is one who made a mistake
in his business ; here is another who made a
mistake in his calling ; and there is a third
who made a mistake in his marriage. All
are sad and unhappy. They must bear it
now. Yet in many cases mistakes may be
corrected in time by energy, perseverence, and
the blessing of God. But how terrible will
be that final and great mistake which it will
appear at the judgment thousands have made !
what anguish and hopeless despair will then
fill the souls of such ! '

2. Indeciston. Had I lost only one min-
ute by indecision on the start, I would have
been too late ! Prompt action is often neces-
sary to success. When the Spirit of God is
striving with us, we must yield to it, lest by
indecision and delay we grieve it from us, and
we be left in the dark-to go to ruin.

3. Weight. Could I have laid aside my
overcoat and satchel, how much more easily,
swiftly, and swrely I could have run the race !

I nearly lost the train by being weighed down
and hindered by them. I could then fully
appreciate Paul's advice in Heb. 12 : 1. How
truly this illustrates the condition of many
who are trying to run the heavenly race. See
them sweat, and toil, and worry, and almost
get discouraged by the little progress they
make. What is the matter ? They are all
loaded down with these weights, and are un-
willing to lay them aside. There is great
danger of such.

4. How perilous to stop to rest or dally by
the way ! These precious moments once lost
can never be regained, and the loss of them
may be our ruin. ‘ ,

5. The farther we travel and the nearer
we come to the final end of our jowney, the
more tired and weary we become, and the

harder it seems to go forward. How exceed-

ingly bad I should have felt had I failed and
given out when so near the object of my
effort ! But how terribly will that soul feel
who has run well till near the end of the
journey, and then failed. Yet thousands will
do this—will fall in the sight of the prize.

6. What deep satisfaction, what feelings
of 1'élieﬁ what holy joy, will the final over-
comer feel ! The happiness of that one hour
will abundantly make up for all the toil and
sorrow endured in the whole of life’s struggle.
May we all finally reach the heavenly train.

D. M. CANRIGHT.

-

Wesley’s Preaching,

\

“Tt was, I believe, in October, 1790, and
not long before his-death, that I heard John
Wesley in the great round meeting-house at
Colchester. He'stood in a wide pulpit, and
on each side stood a minister, and the two
held him up, baving their hands under his
armpits. His feeble voice was hardly audi-
ble. But his reverend countenance, especial-
ly his long white locks, formed a picture nev-
er to be forgotten. There was a vast crowd
of lovers and admirers. It was, for the most
part, pantomime, but the pantomime went to
the heart. Of the kind, I never saw anything
comparable to it in after life.”—p. 19. This
incident was never forgotten by Robinson.
Heoftenrelated it at his own table, with the ad-
dition, that so greatly was Wesley reverenced,
that the people stood in double line to see him
as he passed through the streets on his way
to the chapel. In a letter written at the time
to one of his brothers, he gave the following
particulars of the same occurrence : “Atan-
other time, and nét knowing the man, I should
almost have ridiculed his figure. Far from
it now. I look on him with respect border-
ing on enthusiagm.”

“After the people had sung a verse of a hymn,
he rose and said: ‘It gives me great pleas-
wre to find that you have not lost your sing-
ing. Neither men nor women—you have hot
forgotten a single note. And I hope that by
the assistance of the same God who enables
you to sing well, you may do all things well.
A universal ‘Amen’ followed. At the end of
every head or division of hisdiscourse, he'fin-
ished by a kind of prayer, a momentary wish,

as it were, not consisting of more than three-

or four words, which were always followed by
a universal buzz, His discourse was short,
the text I could not hLear. After the last
prayer he rose up and addressed the people on
liberality of sentiment,and speke much against
refusing to join with any congregation on ac-
count of difference of opinion. He said, If
they do but fear God, work righteousness, and
keep his commandments, we have nothi.ng to
object to."—Diary of Henry Crabb Robinson.

Lorenzo Dow on Bad Tllought»sf

Some body once said to Lorenzo Dow, who
was a very eccentric strolling preacher :

«Mx. Dow, I don’t know what to do. Bad
thoughts trouble me very much. They come
into my head, and I don’'t know how to keep
them out. How can I help doing wrong, if
it is wrong to have bad thoughts " )

M. D. replied :—“We can't keep birds
from flying over our heads, but we can keep
them from building nests in our hair. Do
you ask how can you drive away these bad
thoughts, and keep them from making nests
in your mind ¢ Why, just as we exclude this-
tles from the lands, by putting in so much
good seed there is no room left for' them to
grow.—Keep the mind busy, with something
innocent and useful, and leave mno trace for
the intruder.” -

.
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This Week’s Paper.

THE change this week to larger type will be re-
garded by our readers as a decided improvement

The conclusion of ‘A True Picture,”” on the’
firat page is worthy of a thoughtful reading.

And let the first principles of the Second Ad-

" wont Faith, distinctly stated on pages ten and

eleven, be carefully compared with the word of
God. . 1
¢ Redemption,”” on page twelve, is a fruitfu
theme, and will occupy considerable space in the
S1eNs. The discussion of this subject affords a

good opportunity to show the relation of the law.

and the gospel in the great plan.

While ¢ Leadership,”” and ¢ The Temptation of
Christ”” deserve a careful reading;.the thoughts of
Elder Cabright relative to the second and the
fourth commandments, deserve especial attention.

Tae SieNs oF THE Trves is designed to be not
only an expositor of the prophecies, a reporter of
the signs of our times, but also a family, religious
and general news paper for the household. A
Press of other duties, and want of help up to this
time, is our apology for the lack of variety. Our
paper will be especially adapted to new fields.

-
-

Wanted !

Tex thousand subscribers wanted. For terms
see first page. Money, or no money, let the names
come in from the Pacific coast, and everywhere
else. This is missionary work. We offer no com-
mission to agents. Go to work, friends, and get
up lists of names. Look up your friends and ac-
quaintances, far and near, those you know would
read the S1exNs with interest and profit, and as you
forward their names to this office, also notify them
and get their consent to take the paper, money or
no money. We would like to receive 1,000 names,
more or less, from our Seventh-day Baptist breth-
ren. Wake up, friends. Let us unite our forces
and let our light shine.

<
-

One-Hundred Dollar Men.

Sixteen years since we found twenty-five One
Hundred Dollar men ready to put their hands into
their pockets, and pull them out with the money,
to purchase a steam press for the Review and Herald
office at Battle Creek, Mich. We can much easier
find onehundred now, to establish the steam press
on the Pacific coast, than twenty-five then. File
in, friends, filein.

John Morrison, . $100 Mrs. E. G. White, 3100
John Judson, 100 T. M. Chapman, 106
J. N. Loughborough, 100 George Drew, 160

100 Jochim Pulse, 100

James White,

&
-

The North Paciflc Mission.

‘WE have good news from the tent meeting in the
Walla Walla Valley. A church of more than thirty
is now fully organizéd, and others are being re-
ceived each week by baptism.

We have received a very kind and godly letter
from father Maxon, relative to the work there,
irom which we take the following —

“I thank God whom I serve, that my lot is cast
with a.people that God has chosen to present the
last message. My heart, and I believe those of
my brethren and sisters in Walla Walla, is in this
work to push it on with all our ability. I shall do
all T can to make our béloved Elder and his wife
comfortable and happy, and to see that they shall
lack for nothing. The tent you sent us has been
pitched in the city of Walla Walla, and we begin to
see the fruit of Elder Van Horn’s labcr here, in
bringing out whole families upon the truth, besides
old men, and younger men and women.”’

Bro. J. F. Wood, in a letter to Elder Loughbor-
ough of May 18, says :

‘“We are greatly encouraged. While opposition
rages, the interest to hear keeps up. The tent has
been set about four weeks. The provailing senti-
ment is that such preaching never was listened to
here before. The people are demanding that the
clergy show up their side, as they claim we are in
error. But so far they are silent. Brother Van
Horn is a worker. We are not at all ashamed of
him as a representative of our ministeys. He has

. preached every night, and twice every Sabbath and

Sunday, since the tent was pitched, and yet he
holds out all right.””

e

A VYoice from Nevada.

Bro. White :—Wx were happily surprised yester-
day by receiving a copy of THE S16Ns OF THE Tmzes,
and hereby express our gratitude, by sending the
gubscription price of the paper. Please continue
to forward it to Virginia City, Nev: Mother and
myself each send $5.00 for the N, P. M., if -nced-
ed, if not, use it for the publication of the S16WNs,
or any other enterprise you think best. 'The cause
of God is owne, and we rejoice to see its success.
Xours for the spread of the truth. :

: SaRaH A. CHAMBERLAIN,
Virginia City, Nev., June 1, 1874,

Progress,

Six yéérs ago to-day (June 9th) in company with
Elder Bordeau, I left my home in Battle Creek,
Michigan, for California, We landed in San Fran-
cisco with our tent, July 18th, 1868, There were,
at that time, but two or three of our faith on the
Pacific coast. . When we looked at outward circum-
stances it was dark, but when we looked to the
Loxd, with faith in his power, and in the final suc-
cess of his truth, it was light.

Opponents said, ‘‘ none need fear that anything
permanent will ever result from this movement.”
But what do we see as the result of less than six
years of actual ltbor expended here? Twelve or-
ganized churches. A well organized State Confer-
ence. TFour hundred Sabbath keepers. Two tents
in the ficld. A weekly paper published in the in-
terest of the cause. Church funds pledged for the
support of the ministry to the amount of about
$3,400 per year. Surely these are signs of pro-
gress and permanence. Besides this we see a new
mission, opening up the coast in Washington Ter-
ritory and Oregon. 'The report comes that one
church is already organized there with upwards of
thirty members, and others are coming out. We
cannot stop at this success, our watchword is
“ Onward.”’ .

Our minds are led out to make more extensive
apd thorough efforts to advertise and bring our
views of Bible truth before the people. Why may
we not expect with the forces and facilities we now
have, to accomplish as much in the next year, as
we have during the whole six years? Let ug plan

and act for it.
J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.
Oaxranp, Cal., June 9,A1874.

Report ovaeetings.

My last report was made 1n the Review for April
16th. I held meetings over two Sabbaths at Red
Banks, Tehama county. Three had embraced the
truth there by reading since my last visit. I bap-
tized one and organized a church of twelve mem-
bers, to be known as the Red Bluff church. The
systematic benevolence of this little church is
$310 70 per annum.

Sabbath May 2, I was with brother and sister
White at San Francisco. I washappy to find them
in good spirits. I spent first-day at Oakland, where
brethren Canright and Cornell were holding an in-
teresting tent meeting,

Sabbath and first-day, May 9 and 10, I was with
the church in Napa, and orgamized a church of
twenty-ninc members, Others will unite soon.
Eight were baptised on first-day morning. At the
close of the forenoon service had a communion
season. May 16th and 17th held mesetings at St.
Helena, and orgenized a church of twenty-one
members. Others will come in soon. Two were
baptized daring this meeting. May 18th, elected
Trustees preparatory to erecting a house of wor-
ship in St. Helena.

I have now joined the laborers already here in
the tent campaign. The two tents, one in Oak-
land and the other in East Osakland, with our en-
larged ideas of advertising, are doing a good work’
in calling the attention of the people to the great
truths we have to present., The move of Bro.
White in publishing the two numbers of The Tent
Meeting, and commencing the regular weekly issue
of the Signs of the Times, has aided wonderfully in
giving prominence to the work in the tents.

The Local Option movement, which is mentioned
in this paper, and which had our sympathy, cer-
tainly learned the people on their part the way to
our tents. We look for a glorious result from these
tent meetings. Pray for us. ’

. J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH .

OARLAND, Cal., June 9th, 1874,

HEe Srarn Str as A ReFiNer.—* He shall sit as «a
refiner.and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the
sons of Levi, and purgethem as gold and silver, that
they may offer unio the Inrd an offering in righteous-
ness.”  Malachi 3 :3.

A few ladies met at each other’s houses to study
the Scriptures. When they came to the third chap-
ter of Malachi, the cenversation turned on-the
method of purifying silver. One lady undertook
to inquire of a silversmith how he conducted the
process. ‘Do you ‘sit during the operation ?”’
“Yes,” was the reply, “for I must keep my eye
steadily on the furnace, lest the silver become in-
jured by the intense heat.’’ .

The Lord sees it needful to put his children into
the furnace of affliction, but he sits by the side of
it, intent on purification, not destruction. ¢ The
fiery trial’’ shall not be greater, either in intensity
or in duration, than is requisite for this end.

As the lady was about to retire, the silversmith
-gaid that he knew the process was perfect when he
saw his own face in the metal. When the Saviour
sees his own image—the counterpart of every grace
that is in himself—in our héarts, our sanctification
becomes a reality.

The molten silver continues in a state of agita-
tion till all impurity is threwn off, and then it be-
comes quite still. God knows that you can not de-
sire suffering for itself. Bitter must always be bit-
ter ; yet for the blessing which sanctified affliction
brings, your Heavenly Father can so bend your
will in sweet submission as to incite the prayer,
*Lord, put me into any furnace, so that I come
forth more like my Saviour, who himself ¢ learned

obedience by the things that he suffered.’ *’'—Sel.

Oakland.
[ 4

THE TEMPERANCE CRUSADE—THE VICTORY WON.

Tux city of Oakland is situated across the bay
about eight miles, or a ride of about forty minutes
by steamer and cars, from San Francisco., It has
a populatiom of about eighteen thousand. The
literary, scientific and military institutions located
here are very popular, ranking among the first on
the Continent. Ifs natural advantages of location,
climate, etc., are unsurpassed. And it is every way
worthy of the title it has obtained, ¢ The Athens
of the Pacific coast.””

But, like other cities, it has a dark side. It sup-
ported one hundred and thirty-five saloons, or
places where intosicating liguors were retailed! The
friends of temperance becoming eslarmed for the
morality and reputation of the city, decided to
avail themselves of the opportunity afforded by the
Local Option law, to regulate, and if possible to
abate this great evil.

The women seemed to take the lead in the cru-
sade, and for several weeks they labored under
many discouragements. But finally the City
Mayor, several clergymen, one of the daily papers,
and several of the leading citizens and business
men, came to the rescue. Having thoroughly or-
ganized, the Executive Committee planned for a
sefies of mass meetings, which were held in our
large and commodious tents. They worked night
and day, until the whole city was roused to action.
A strong and healthy sentiment was created by the
public speeches, and the printed documents which
resulted in a glorious victory. The majority
against license was fwo hundred and fifty-three!

It was estimated that over five hundred ladies
were personally engaged during the decisive day.
When the result was declared the public rejoicing
knew no bounds. Church bells were rung, bon-
fires lighted, and a rousing mass meeting at the
tent which did not break up until eleven o’clock
at night. .

The following from the Oakland Daily News,
shows how the victors feel toward us:

‘‘ THE TENT ELDERS.

We feel that public thanks are due to the Elders
who hgve placed the use of their tent at the dis-
posal of the Local Optionists. Saturday is regarded
by their denomination as the true Sabbath, and
they evinced a most exalted idea of the temperance
cause when they joined with the toemperance people
in doing good work on their sacred day. The
Elders have the thanks of the community, and it
affords us pleasure to give public expression to the
feelings of the thousands who cannot thank them
in person.”’ M. E. CorNELL.

-

OBEDIENCE.—Whenever the truth of God—to
whom all sovereignty, majesty, and power belong
—and the commandments of men come in compe-
tition together, we must say, as the apostle said,
“We ought rather to obey God than man.” And
when this is done, it must not be called disobedi-
ence to superiors ; but it is obedience to them, be-
cause it is obedience to God, who is above them.
And if we be put to suffering for this, then we suf-
fer for Christ and his truth ; and therefore the apos-
tle says to servants if they suffer any thing of their
masters innocently and patiently, they suffer it for
Chrigt. So that if men’s commandments be con-
trary to God, we must submit ourselves patiently
to God, and suffer rather than obey them.—Adlex.
Henderson (1638). :

-

Donations for the Signs of the Times.
Wesley Diggins, $10; George W. Mills, $2;
Jochim Pulse, $2 25; Mrs. Lucie Bush, $12; E. M.
Chamberlain, $2; L—e, $22 65; George Drew,
$23 35; F——, $33; E. A.- Stockton, $10; P. M.
Patridge, 2 50; R.. A. Morton, $1 50; J. H.
Disher, $4; X. Brossen, $6; J. N. Loughborough,
$10; < Democrat,’’ $2; George Andrews, $2; Wm.
Wesley Smith, $2; J. C. Smith, $2; Mrs. C. Taylor,
$2;.J, D. Brady, $2.
SWEDISH MISSION.
Lucie Bush, $5; F—, $10.
——~+
North Pacific Mission.

$20 Eacr.—John Morrison,

$10 Eacu.—BM. E. Cornell, Benn Auten, Wm.
Ings. )

85 Eaca—H. Haufman, E. M. Chamberlain,
Sarah A. Chamberlain. C

%2 50 EacH.—G. A. Wilson, Serenia A. Wilson,
P. M. Patridge.

Miscernaneouvs—E, A. Stockton,
Brossen, $5 80.

$5 50 ; H.

Quarterly . Meetings.

Petaluma, June 20th and 21st.
Green Valley, July 18th and 19th.
Woodland, July 18th and 19th.
Caxn. CoN¥. COMMITTEE.

->

The Way of Life. Thisis an Allegotical Pie-
ture, showing the Way of Life and Salvation
through Jesus Christ from Paradise Lost to Para-
dise Restored. The size of this instructive and
l%seautifﬂl picture is 19x24 inches. Price, post-paid

1.00,

i borough, 80 pp.
An Appeal to the Baptists, from the Seventh- -

Books! Books!! Booksi!!

Preask look over our column of book advertise-
ments. We offer them by mail, post paid, at their
pricesincoin. They will be sofaithfully wrapped,
and so plainly directed, as to insure a safe transit’
by mail. Let the orderscomein.

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, TRACTS, ETC..

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.
Hymn Book. 320 pp. Hymns, 96 pp. Music;-

®1.
The History of the Sabbath and First Day
of the Week. by J. N. Andrews. 528 pp. $1.25.

Thoughts on Daniel. By U. Smith. $1.00.
Condensed paper edition, 35 cts.

$1’,lgz)oughts on the Revelation, By U. Smith

The Nature and Destiny of Man. By U. Smith.
384 pp. $1.00. Paper, 40 cts.

The Constitutional Amendment: or The Sun-
day, The Sabbath, The Change, and The Restitu-
tion. A discussion between W. H. Littlejchn and
the Editor of the Christian Statesman. Bound,
$1.00. Paper, 40 cts. First part, 10 cts.

The Snirit of Prophecy, Vol. I. By Ellen G.
White; 416 pp. $1.00.

Antobiography of Eld. Jos. Bates.
$1.00.

Appeal to Youth; Address at the Funeral of
Henry N. White, Muslin, 40 ots. Paper covers,
10 cts.

The Game of Life (illustrated).
with man for his soul.
30 cts.

Hymns and Spiritual Songs for Camp-meet-
ings and other Religious Gatherings. Compiled
by Elder James White. 196 pp. Bound 50 cts.
Paper, 25.

The United States in Prophecy. By TU.
Smith. Bound, 40 cts. Paper, 20 cfs.

The Advent Keepsake. Muslin, 25 cts.
40 cts.

A Solemn Appeal relative to Solitary Vice, etc.,
edited by Elder James White. Muslin,; 50 ects;.
paper 30 cts.

. Sermons on the Sabbath and Law, embracing
an outline of the Biblical and Secular History of
the Sabbath for 6,000. By J. N. Andrews, 25 cts.

History of the Doctrine of the Immortality of
the Soul. By D. M. Canright. 25 cts.

318 pp.

Satan playing
In board, 50 cts.; in paper, .

Gilt,

The State of the Dead. T. Smith. 224 pp. 25+ °

cts.

Qur Faith and Hope, No. 1. Sermons on the
Millenninm, Second Advent, the XKingdom, the
Judgment, the Time, the Sanctuary and Saving
Faith. 20 cts each. : }

Refutation of the Age to Come. By J. H.
Waggoner. 20 cts ¢

The Atonement. By J. H. Waggoner. 20 cfs. -

The Nature and Tendency of Modern Spirit-
ualism. By J. H. Waggoner. 20 cts.

The Bible from Heaven; a Dissertation, 20>
ots.

Discussion on the Sabbath Question, between
Elds. Grant and Cornell, 20 cts.

The Destiny of the Wicked, By U. Smith.
15 cts. ’

The Coinplete Testimony of the Fathers con-
cerning the Sabbath and First Day. By J. N..
Andrews, 15 cts.

The Ministration of Angelst and the Origin,
History, and Destiny of Satan. By D. M. Can-
right. 15 cts.

The Three Meetings of Rev. 14, and the Two- -
Horned Beast. By J.N. Andrews. 15 cts.

The Resnrrection of the Unjust; a Vindica-
tion of the Doctrine. By J. H. Waggoner. 15 cts.

The Saint’s Inheritance, or the Earth made
New. ByJd. N, Loughborough. 10 cts.

The Sanctnary and Twenty-three Hundred
Days: By J. N. Andrews. 10 ots.

Sundny Seventh-day,- A Refutation of Mead,
Jennings, Akers and Fuller. By J. N. Andrews 10+
cfs. .

The Seventh Part of Time; a Sermon on the
Sabbath Question. By W. H. Littlejohn. 10 cts.

The Truth Found; The Sabbath. By J. H.
Waggoner. 10 ects.

Brown’s Review of Gilfillan on the Sabbath.
10 cts.

Yindication of the True Sabbath, Morton 16+
cts. N

The Date of the Seventy Weeks of Dan. 9.

established. - By J. N. Andrews. cts.

cts, ,
tMatthew Twenty-four. By James White 10
ots.

Position and Work of the True Peo%e of .

God under the Third Angel’s Message. Little-

john. 10 ets.

The Hope of the Gospel: What it Is, and”
When it will be copsummated. By J. N. Lough-
10 cts,

day Bapiists, for the resforation of the Bible Sab- -
bath 10 cts.

Four-cent Tracts: The Two Covenants.—The -

Law and the Gospel.—The Seventh Part of Time.
—Who Changed the S8abbath?—Celestial Railroad. -
—Samuel and the Witch of Endor.—The Ten Com- -
mandments not Abolished—Address to the Bap-
tists—The Present Truth—The Second Advent.

Three-cent Tracts: The Kingdom—The Lost
Time Question—Spiritualism a Satanic Delusion—
Infidel Cavils Considered—The End of the Wicked'
—DMuch in Little—Scripture References.

Two-cent Tracts; The Sufferings of Christ—
Seven Reasons for Sunday-EKeeping Examined—
Sahbath by Elihu—The Rich Man and Lazarus—
Argument on Sabbaton—Clerical Slander—De-
parting and Being with Christ—Fuudamental Prin-
ciples of S. D. Adventists.—The Millennium—Defi-
nite Seventh Day,

*,"Address,  STGNS OF THE TIMES,

AKLAND, CAL,

-

The Seven Trumpets of Rev. 8 and 9. 10*
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