SR Behold I come qu1ckly, and my 1eward 1s with me, to glve every man accordmg as h1s Work ghall e’ Rev. xxm : 12.
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: The' Rig‘hter of “Wrongs.

Iy
Lo! where a,re Gnd’s ]udoments “for smnmg
And what are ‘the wages for shame? ’
She is pampered with gold and ﬁne lmen, -
She hath laughter and joy at begmmng, '
* And afterward riches and fame. '
By my vengeance that never knows sleepmg, )
By the terrible wrath of my rod, " -
T will bring down her beauty w1th weepmg,
Saith the Lord God. = . e

LU ]

She is fair as l;he earth after showers,
When the spring and the summer ﬁrst meet
She is queen of all seasotis and hours,
Bhe is crowned with a crown of glad flowers, = -
And princes have knelt at her feet. -
With tears and sharp anguish hereafter -
Shall my wine-press of anger be trod, . N
‘When for glory she reaps scorn and laughter; |
s Saith the Lord- God.

One is walking, and no man doth heed her, -
In the silent by-ways of the earth : ,
She is hungry, yet no man doth feed her;
She is weary, yet no man doth lead her;
She is small and accounted no worth.
She is walking with ‘Weepingvacud fasting,
In the same weary way that He trod.
"I will crown her with j joy ever Iastm
Saith the L01d God. .

'.I'he world and its ples.sul es turn from her,
And no man shall weep when she dies ;
She lacks glory, and worship, and honor,
No beauty hath God placed upon her,
To kindle the light in men’s eyes.
Look up, all the bonds will I sever,
That bound thee so close to the sod,
Thou shalt rest in my bosom forever, "

Saith the Lord God. . .
. . —Penny Post.

The Scrmon.

'TRY THE SPIRITS.

BY ELDER J. H, WAGGONER.

“ BELOVED, believe not every spmt but try
the spirits, whether they are of God ; because
many false prophets are gone out mto the
world:” 1John4:1.! .

That truth lies between exﬁremes, isan
old saying. On the subject now under con-
sideration ‘we find opposites. of error; some
accept every manifestation of power as from
the Spirit of God, or from good spirits, while
others discard every mamifestation of §pirit
power as evil, One class overlook the in-
junetion of the text; they do not “try the
spirits whether'they are of God,” but accept
all without discrimination. The other class
ignore the command given through Paul
when h& was spedking of the Spirit,: to
“ prove all things ; hold fast that which is
good.” They will not take the pains to prove
anything of the nature of a manifestation: of
the Spirit; they reject all and without a
trial.

The first class ave again divided into. two
parties, and to these we will at present give
our attention. One of these parties is easily

disposed of. It embraces all the Spiritualists |-

of this age. That the media possess power,
or are possessed by spirits, no one will deny
who has examined the facts of their manifesta-
tions, and studied the prophecies which relate
to them.

N. P. Talmadge, an eminent and noted
Spiritualist, in the preface to the .book en-
titled, ¢ Healing of the Nations,” claimed that
1 Cor. 12 1s fulfilled in Modern Spiritualism,
but in the enumeration of the gifts which:he
copied -from that chapter, he carefully ex-
cluded every sentence from which we can
learn that all divine manifestations are by
“one and the self-same Spirit.”+ This is a

- | ous gift by an.evil Spirit.

sufficient. condemnation of all the theories and
phenomena of Spiritualism, for in that, in:
stead of «“a diversity of gifts, but the same

'Spirit,v” we find a great diversity of spirits.

Spiritualists do not oceupy, either in theory
or practice, the position of God’s people upon
whom he is pleased to bestow the gifts of his
Spirit.~ They. deny Jesus Christ, through
whom alone ¢ the promise of the Spirit” is
given. Nothing more isneeded to-show that
their gifts are spurious. The Scriptures rep-
resént them as- “seducing spirits,” and their
teachings as the “doctrines: of devils.” We

cannot deny their power, for they are again |-

spoken of " as ‘the splmts of devils workmfr
miracles.”

'The other party to Whlch we have referred
is composed of the ¢ Latter-day Saints,” o
Mormons. They havealways claimed to h'a,ve
the . gifts’ among them. . The fact of their
making this claim-has, pérhaps more than all
else, created a ple]udlce against the truth,
and brought this important doctrine into dis-
repute. These differ from Spiritualists in

| that they profess faith.in Christ, and preach

and claim the power of the Spirit only as a
fulfillment. of the promises .of -the gospel.
And because of this'claim and their profes-
sion of strong faith in Christ and the gospel,
many are led:to believe their gifts are genu-
ine.. But-when we “try the spirits” by the
gospel standard we shall find that these also
are mere counterfeits of the gifts of the gos-
pel.: There are - certain rules to determine
their character, given by the Saviour, which
we will now examine. . "

“Beware of false prophets.” A true
prophet has a gift of the Spirit of God. - False

.{ prophets may be of two kinds ; mere pretend-

ers, having no gift at all, or, having a spuri-
The Saviour says,
“Ye shall. know them by their fruits.” "We
will make this our first ground of examina-
tion,

1. The Mormons are well known to be
egotistical and boastful of their gifts. Any-
where and - everywhere they are ready. to
thrust their claims-upon our notice. : But
boasting 1is.excluded by . the law of faith.
Humility and meekness of spirit can alone
secure the: blessings of the Spirit of God.

2. Not only the boastfulness of their pro-
fession, but also the fruits of their lives have
been indongistent. with the teachings and
spirit of the gospel. - They have manifested a
spirit of worldly selfishness, and a disregard of
therightsof others which is the reverse of that

| self-denyingloveto our neighbor which charac-

terizes the true followers of Christ. =Joséph
Sigith, the founder, leader, and. prophet of
the'sect, set up & bank in Kirtland, Ohio,
which ploved tobe a swindling concern, At

Nauvoo a city charter was obtamed and he

became Mayor of the city. -He placed his
followers on a war footing, and he was Com-+
mander-in-Chief of “the “Nauvoo. Legion.”
His conceit and ambition. were so unbounded
that he even announced himself a candidate
for President of.the United States! Out-
laws were protected in the city over which he
presided with despotic- power. . Freedom of
speech was not allowed;.a press was des-
troyed which was established-with the avowed
purpose of exposing the iniquity of the place ;-
the mob- was screened, and 1t was. openly
talked by the leading men that no .opposi-
tion press would be allowed in the city.-
Tliey disregarded and even denied the rights
of “the "Gentiles,” as they ‘called all who
were not of theirnumber. And their bistory
at Salt Lake has shown a condition of des-
potism, oppression, and immorality even
worse than at Nauvoo.

3. In regard to the mﬁuence of their pre-
tended o'lfts we will relate the substance of a
conversation' held a few "years since with an
aged person living in Northeastern Ohio, not
fal from Klrtland - He was a Morman while
Smith was in Kirtland, and remained a Mor-
mon up to the time of our acquaintance with
him. He admitted that there was iniquity
among them in Kirtland, equal in amount to
what common report hadit. ¢ But,” said
he, “those wicked ones were not Mormons.
They came among them for selfish purposes,
and whenever their wrongs were found out
they professed to repent, and the church
was obliged to retain them.” .

Our answer was that the gifts of the Spirit
were given for the perfection of the saints,
for' the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ.
have all these gifts. Where then was their
discernment, that they could not detect
hypocrisy, and expose w1ckedness, and 50
put it from their midst? .

He replied that it.was reasonable to sup-
pose that where all the gifts existed the
church should have been puriﬁed te a greater
extent than it was there. He said he could
not undertand it. ,

The. explanation is easily given: Their
gifts were spurious; they were not of the
Spil‘it of -God, and did not tend to.purify the
body, or to perfect the saints.. The spirit of
error was with thém from the beginning, and
it showed itself in both their doctrines and
practices. The :Roman hierarchy never

showed. a greater love for worldly pre-emi- |

nence, or grea,tel disregard for the moral and
legal rights.of those who opposed them? It
was truly fortunate for the peace and security
of the people that they were not permitted to
grasp the power which they coveted, and
which they strove to obtain. They emigrated
to Utah only because they would not live ‘in
peace with their neighbors, and because their
leaders would not submit to the laws of the
land, they sought a place where they could
rule without restraint. We speak only
those things which are well known to be true,
and we are willing to leave it with the candid
that the evidence “of their fruits is all-against
| the genuineness of their gifts.

It is true that there are two 'paities of
Mormons: Within a few years Joseph Smith,
Jr., has headed a party repudiating Brigham
Young, denying his authority and opposing
some of the abominations of Salt Lake. But
Brigham Young succeeded Smith at Nauvoo,
and was long recocmzed as the head of the
Mormon people, and even now those who op-
pose him are s small minority, Young’s
authority was established on the ground of:
the succession, and the assumption that he
was gifted with prophetic power. - Now if

this was all a mistake, if the whole body of |.

“the Saints ” were deceived in regard to the
claims of Young, as the other party assert, if

the gift of prophecy was not conferred on: Inm, ]
then it is proved that their argument respect-

ing the gifts is no evidence. that they are the
people of God, or, in other words, that
their gifts are genuine. The claims. of the.
two partles that of Utah and that of Illinois,

are based on the same arguments 1espectmg
the gifts and the same assumption that the
gifts are manifested among them.. Therefore
that argument, and their claim that they | e
possess the gifts, are shown to be no evidence

in their favor.

have been led to believe that they have the
true faith because of their gifts, but it is
shown thdt we must determine their standing
by some other rule of judgment.

he Savicur has’ given that rule in Matt.
7:21-23. 'This is a continuation of his
warning against false prophets. He says:—

«Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,:

Lord, shall enter into.the kingdom of Heaven ;

but. he. that - doeth the W111 of my Father-

which i in Heaven:"”

By this we are tanght th&t faith in Jesus|

Christ will not procure' an entrance into the
kingdom of Heaven without obedience to his
Fathet. Having thus introduced the time
and cucumstance of entering into the king-
dom, he continuves :—

“ Many will say to me in that day Lord
Lord, have we not prophesied in'thy name ?
and in thy name have cast out devils ¢ and in
thy name done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

Granting again all that the MOllI!OIlS claim,

‘that they prophesy in the name of Jesus, and

in his name do many wonderful wolks, this
text sHows positively that that fact is no.
evidence that they are his followers. All
this may characterize the:self-deceived; and
this profession is made by those who Work
iniquity, abd who are, therefore, commanded
to depart from him when the faithful enter
into the kingdom. Compare Matt. 25 : 34—41L.

To make more clear the application of the

They professed to.

Each denounces the other,’
while both stand on the same ground. Some:

text above quoted we notice two points -

1.. Iniquity is lawlessness, or law-break-
ing. So the original means. Greenfield de-
fines it, “viglation of a ‘law, iniquity, im-
probity, sin;” from ¢ amnomos, lawless, with-
out law, not subject to law; v1ola,t:1ntlr the
law, wicked, impious, a transoressoa So it
is givenin the Emphatic Dzaglott And-so
we ﬁnd it'in Ex. 20:5, 6, the second com-
mandment : “Visiting the ¢niquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that ate me ; and
showing mercy unto thousands of. them that
love me and keep my commandments.” Ob-
serve the contrast; hatred is placed in oppo-
sition to love, and iniquity,” in -opposi-
tion to keeping the commandments of God.
Therefore those described in the text are they
who cry to Jesus, Lord, Lord, but do not the
will.of his Fathel—tlley do not keep the law -
of God. They unite the profession of faith
and-the claim of the gifts of the Spirit, with
iniquity or disregard of the commandments
of God. And itisa fact which has lately
been confirmed to us by reading and by con-
versation, that the Mormons take antinomian
ground, teaching that the commandments of
God are abolished. Said the wise man,
“Where there is no vision, the people perish ;
but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. »
They who keep the law are happy ; they do
not perish. “They who transgress the law, or
work. iniquity, have no vision from Godj;
they perish, for Jesus will.say to them, “ De.
part from me.” No matter how Joud thieir
profession no matter how “many wonderful
works” they do in the name of Jesus, they
are still self-deceived ; their gifts are described
in ¥zek. 13 as a vain vision and a lying
divination. '“He that turneth away his
ear from hearing the law,’even his prayer
shall be abomination.” Prov. 28 :9. He that
rejects the law of God, his religion is vain,
How, then, shall God bestow upon ‘him the
precious glfte of his Spirit? We repeat what
we have said, antinomianism and the Spirit
do not——they cannot—go together.

2. 'We admit that the wrfb% were lost to the
church because of a,posta,sy, and as she re-
covers from the darkness by true, genuine re-
form, the gifts shall be restored. This is ac-
corchng to the teaching of the Scriptures,
But we insist - that they are not restored:
among the ¢ Latter-day Saints;” or Moymons,
Their ¢fruits” stand as their condemmation.

The restoration is brought to view in Rev.
12:17.  “The remnant” here spoken of are
the last state of the church; the same* that
are spoken of in Rev. 14 : 12 Jjust before the

Lord Jesus comes to reap the harvest of the

earth.” This remnant have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” Now the angel said, in
Rev. 19:10: «The bestumony of Jesus
is the Spirit of prophecy.”- This is suf-
ficient proof that the ‘church in the last
days will have the Spirit of prophecy. . But
this company. is also said to “keep the com-
mandments of God,” as it is also said of them
in Rev. 14112, “Here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus;,” This, surely, is not fulfilled in those'
who “make void the law through faith ;” see
Rom. 3:31; who professedly substjtute the
faith of Jesus for the commandments of God,
instead of keeping both together. :
But this is the position of the Mormons ;
they reject the law of God ; they make void
the commandments by their traditions; and
are -therefore -workers of iniquity, Their
profession of faith in Christ will not save

| them in the day -when .he comes to give to

the little flock the kingdom. Their gifts will
not procure his favor, because their lives are
not right ‘in his swht Their spirit ‘is. a
spirit of error leadmg to darkness -and delu-
sion. ¢ By their fruits ye shall know them ;”
not by their professmn not.-even by their
wonderful works in the name of Jesus, for
these "are nothing without obedience to the
law of the Father.

‘We-have seen that in the. second com-
mandment love of God is associated with
keeping his commandments, In truth there

-is no love where obedience is lacking. Says

an apostle, “This is the love of God that we
keep his commandments.” Love and obedi-
ence are inseparable. This enablesus to appre-
ciate the words of Paulin 1 Cor. 13:1, 2 :—
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¢ Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not love, I am be-

. . . i
come a8 sounding brass, or a tinkling symbol. -

And though T have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge ;
and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, aid have not love, I am
"nothing.” o v
Now we discover the harmony between the

words of our Saviour in Matt. 7, and the.

words of Paul in the above text.- Bearing
in mind that iniquity is violation of the law,
and love is the keeping of the law, the Saviour
shows that to prophesy and to do wonderful
works in his name will not secure an en-
trance-into the kingdom to such as work in-
iquity., Likewise Paul sajs that the gift of
prophecy and faith to remove mountains is
nothing without the love of God.

These Scriptures apply to the Mormons
more directly than to any otlier people of
this age. They have uever occupied the

position. of thiose who are pointed out inthe’

. word of God as.preparing to meet the Lord
at his appearing. They have not fulfilled
the prophecy of the remnant in any particu-
lar. And we entreat all who have been
tempted to regard them as the people of God
because of their supposed possession of the
gifts, to < try the spirits whether they are of
God ; to examine more closely .the words of

the Saviourin Matt. 7:15-23 ; and to study |

more carefully thepositionof the remnantwho
are accepted of the Lord when he comes to
give the kingdom to his little flock. And
let us each individually see toit.that we are
of that number “who keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.” . : : o '

" “'Where there is no vision, the people per-
ish, but he that keepeth.the .law, happy
is he.” : L

<
<

_ The Millennium. = _

LET me answer another question which has
perplexed Christian minds, pious and devout
minds. Wil this personal advent be ushered
in by a series of mighty reformations, great
and holy changes, a- church pure, a world at
peace ; and on earth all concord and covered
with millennial glory? In other words, will
the millentiium bring Christ, or will Christ
bring the millennium? I candidly admit
there are devout and cultivated minds who
think that a thousand years of perfect peace
and happiness throughout the world—the re-
sult of the triumphs of art, of science, of sound
policy, of gospel preaching, and of the pouring
out of the Holy Spirit of God-—will precede
Christ’sadvent. If this be'true, we shallbe able
totell the very dayand hourwhen he willcome ;
because, if we know. when the thousand years
begin, we shall know when the-thousand years
will end, and. then we' shall \be able to' say
that that very day Jesus Christ will. come.
But the Scripture does not seem to warrant
any such expectation. As the day does not
usher in the sun, but the sun emerging from
beneath the horizon, brings in all the bright-
ness of meridian day; so Christ will bring in
the millennium, not the millennium'will usher
in Christ. The view I take is not that we
are to look for a millennium on earth, but
that we are to look for the personal and glo-
rious advent of the Son of God. That per-
sonal advent is not a thing buried deep down
in uncounted ages, so far off that no living
man in this generationmay anticipate it. Such

a conception of the day of Christ is most un-

scriptural.  Faith:in a personal Christ is sal-
wation ; hope in a personal Christ is a joy un-
utterable and full of glory. Our religion is.
not accepting dogmas, but resting on Christ.
Salvation is not belief in the atonement, bust
belief in Christ. “ What mustT ‘do to be
saved?” ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
So hope is'not the hope of the millennium,
but the hope of Christ; it is not the hope of
an improved condition of the world, but the
hope of him ‘who comes to revolutionize and
to glorify it. - .

How much progress have we made in 1800
years? We mourn and we are ashamed to
own that Christianity upon the bosom of our
world is merely a bright patch on the bosom
of -an area of immeasurable barrenness and
darkness. The gospel now is.not for the con-
version of the world, but for the calling of the
people out of the world to the service of the
Lord Jesus Christ. How :striking .arve the
words of the Master: “This gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all-the world ”
—to be followed by its conversion? no ; but,
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preach-
ed in all the world for a witness unto all na-
tions; and then shall the end come.” In this
very prophecyis one of the most striking signs.
As soon as it is’ clear that the gospel has been
preached and the Bible translated into the
tongue of every nation, kindred, people, and
tribe, we may believe that the harvest of the
earth draweth mnear. Thatthere is .to be

no millennial blessedness before Christ comes

seems plainly deducible. from the Saviour’s

own'words. . Weighty words Worbljy_of. the
name are not man’s arguments, but what the
Holy Ghost saith unto the churches..
Let us hear what the Saviour says: “He
that shall endure unto the end "—tlie end of
this world; enduring means conflict, trouble,
temptation, and trial—“shall be* saved.”
Again, “To him that overcometh will I give
a crown of glory.” Then there are battles to
be fought, and victories to be won. A dis-
tinctive mark of this dispensation is, “ All

that live .godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer,

persecution.” If you nevér suffer anything
on account of your allegiance to- Christ, that
allegiance wants the most brilliant credentials
of its deptl, its force, and reality.
“In the world ye shall have tribulation,” and
again, “ We must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God.” The shining
throng that appear on the margin of the sky,
ascending from the depths of the world along
the steeps qf glory, are thus described : They,
at that very time, the end of the dispensation,
have come “out of gieat tribulation, and
have waslyed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.” .

But there is a second series of texts that
still more confirm what I.have said. Our
Saviour says, “ As the days of Noah were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
In other words, at his second advent the world
will be in the same condition morally that it
was in when the delugé ascended from the
depths, and the windows of heaven opened,
and a vast population wasswept from its.sur-
face. 'What was its condition in the days of
Noal? For in what it was in the days of
Noah we have the prophetic picture of what
it will be just upon the eve of His own person-
al and glorious advent. "¢ God saw that the
wickedness of man-was greatin the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.” < All flesh
had corrupted its way, and there was none
righteous, no, not one.” The Saviour says,
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find
faith upon the earth?” Ttis doubtfulif faith
here means saving, Christian faith; it is more
probably faith in his second glorious advent.
If 50, it would teach that. there will be people
who will be saying, “Oh! that cannot be;
where is the promise ¥ In thie second epistle
of Peter we-have a most perfect picture of
what will be the condition of the world just
upon the eve of our Lord’s advent. = ¢ There
shall come”—and it seems to me as if such
days have already begun—¢ There shall come
in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying,”—what? “ Where
is the promise of his coming? for since

‘the fathers fell asleep, all things continue
‘as they were from the ' beginning  of the

creation ;” therefore- they argue, all things
will continue as they. are forever. “Where,”
then, “is the promiseof his coming ?” Now
such-are the marks-of the condition of the
world at the time that the Saviour comes;
the first series indicating that suffering will
continue to be the portion of the church and
people of God; the second series indicat-

ing that the world will be full of wicked-

ness as in-the days of Noah. Theve are texts
that prove that the visible church is to exist
in an imperfect condition till Christ comes ;
but in the millennial day the church will be
perfect and beautiful, as a bride adorned for
the bridegroom, and Christ, the bridegroom,
present. Let us ascertain what is the picture
of the church till that time. . “The field is
the world, the good seed are the childven of
the kingdom, but the tares are the children of
the wicked one ;7 both grow together until the
harvest ; but what is the harvest? ¢ The har-
vest is the end of the world ;” not “ world ”
in the sense that it is the end of this creation.
In another discourse I will show you that this
earth is never to be destroyed:; the hills are

everlasting, the earth is to endure " forever.’

The words translated ““the end of the world;”
literally mean,  the winding up together of
the age, the dispensation, the economy.”
Here is the mixed condition of the church,
tares, and wheat, unto the end, unto the end
of this dispensation: - That is- evidence there
will be no millennial state before Christ
comes. PN

The prophecy also teaches us a great lesson.
‘We may not expect a pure church upon earth

at present. Many people try to make one ;-

they think if they collect all God’s elect to-
gether that they will have-a pure church.
In the first place they can’t do it ; and in the
second place, those theybelievetobe electprove
not always to be so; and in the third place,
it cannot be, *and it wont be, for the . Master
has said that the tares and wheat will
grow together until the harvest, and they that
try to pull out the tares, or rather they that
try to separate the wheat and to leave ,the
tares, find that they have bound up in their
sheaves as many tares as wheat, and that
they have not created a perfect church, but

Again,

only another denomination of tares and wheat, .

or imperfect men. :
Another evidence that our Lord’s advent
is to be first, and a millennium second, is the

fact that there will be a great apostasy over-

spreading the whole of this dispensation, be-
ginning at his first advent, and ending only
at his second. That apostady is déscribed in

the 2nd chapter of the second epistle t0"the

Thessalonians. It plainly delineates the
papal power and corporation, nor is it one of
the least suggestive signs of the times that
thatsystem is trembling on the verge of its de-
struction. In England it is trying to secure
its last foothold for it has concentrated its

whole disposable force upon this country.:

Archbishop Manning, a very eloquent man,
writes, ¢ Hngland is the fortress of heresy ; if
we can strike down Protestantism in England,
it dies throughout the world. It isa war-
fare of detail. England once converted to
the. Roman Catholic faith will be the great
niissionary to illuminate the world.” T don’t
believe in the truth of his prospects, orin' the
probability of his success ; but certain it is
that the progress the church of Rome has
made in this country is greater than we can
desire. The pope nevertheless is trembling
on his throne ; the emperor telling him that
the French bayonets must soon in succession
retire. (This was.written in 1866.) Mean-

while the poor priest so despairs and de-

sponds, that he has not even nerve and
heart to try to raise a few miserable bat-
tallions out of his own people in -order
to defend his throne and protect him -from
the fury—the shepherd from the fury of his
own sheep. If ever the papacy was in jeop-
ardy, almost fatal, it is now. T

The second advent of Christ is to destroy
this system—¢ Whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming.” :

‘Whether this system, however, to which I
have referred, be delineated in the 2nd chap-
ter of the second epistle to the Thessalonians,
I will not now discuss; it would take too long.
But this is enough for my present- pur-
pose; a great apostasy began in the days
of the apostles, and it is to last until consumed
and wasted to a -skeleton by providential
causes, and is finally crushed by the personal
appearance of Christ. The Greek word trans-
lated, ¢ destroyed by the brightness of his
coming,” is litterally, ¢ the epiphany,” ¢of
his own personal presence.” Certain divines
say that it does not mean a personal advent,
but a spiritual. Let us take the same Greek
word in other passages, and see what it means.
“ The coming of Titus;” that means Titus’
personal coming.  “The coming of Stephen ;”
that means Stephen’s personal coming. We
read in another epistle: “The glorious ap-
pearing of the Son of God, the Saviour.” So
in Daniel we read that a power is to con-
tinue until thé Judgment sit, and it is de-
stoyed unto the end. Now whatever that
system be, identify it with the papacy or not, it
is a dark, overshadowing superstition, in
which a chief shall exalt himself above all
that is called God, changing laws and seasons,
sitting in the temple of God as if he were
God ; whatever that power be, it is a power
of darkness that is to stretch from the .cross
onward to the crown, and only to be destroy-
ed, finally destroyed, by the Saviour’s persgp-
al appearing. That alone is decisive pioof
that no millennium of joy, ard holiness, and
happiness, precedes the Saviour's advent.

These seem to my mind conclusive reasons
that the millennium, or whatever you call it
—a, thousand years of blessedness, Paradise
restored, are to succeed, and not precede,
Christ’s second advent. ‘

Do we set our hearts upon that glorious
advent? Man needshope. Read Campbell's
beautiful poem, “The Pleasures.of Hope,”
the most classic in the English tongue, and
you will see that without hope, the main-
spring. of the noblest actions and the fountain
of the purest pleasures are both swept away.
‘What is your hope ? Is it the blessed and the
glorious hope?! Common eyes do not see it,
and unanointed hearts do not feel it. To
common eyes the street-lamps outshine the
the distant stars; but by anointed eyes the
lamps of the street will never be mistaken
for the lwminaries of the sky. This world's
eyes are set-upon the dim, flickering, twink-
ling lights that they think are all; but a
Christian’s heart rises above the world, and

soars beyond the world, and looks for that |

blessed hope, the glorious appearing of Jesus
Christ, our great God and Saviour. “A

[ faithful minister,” says Mr. Newton, “declared

that he was never conscious of making so
little headway in proclaiming the truth
as when death and the certainty of death
were the great theme.” He was asked again,

“TIs there any one theme or topic in handling’

which you feel you make less impression’ on,
your hearers than any other ¢ His answerwag,
“It is very strange; I don't exactly under-

stand it; butI seem never to be so nnsuccess-

ful in my preaching and ministry as when I
begin to.preach upon the certainty and near-
ness of death.” Why ? ‘' Because it is not
the Lord’s Way of preaching. Show me in
the New Testament death ~appealed to as a
motive force for the highest and noblest per-
sonal devotedness.” Butif, you were to find one
instance of that, I will find youmany of that I-
il now speaking of. For instance, do you
need to be stirred to repentance? What is
the gospel way? ¢ God hath appointed a day
in the which he will judge the world in right-
eousnessby that man whomn he hath ordained ;”
the Lord Jesus Christ. . _
Does the Christian need to be stimulated
to progress? What is the motive force ¢ -Is
it death . No—*That when he shall appear,
we may have confidence, and not-be ashamed
before him at his coming.” Would you desire
o reach to the highest possible reward, and
thus to. persevere in doing good without faint-
ing? Themotive force is, ¢ TheSon of manshall
come in the glory of his Father with his an-
gels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works.” Would you be dis-
suaded from being ashamed of the cross, or,
in other Wwords, stimulated to glory in .the
cross? What is the motive power? . ¢ Who-
soever shall be ashamed of Me and of my
words, of him also shall the Son of man be
aghamed, when he cometh in the glory of
of his Father with the holy angels.” Would
you. increase patience in- suffering? “Be
patient; stablish your hearts ; for the com-
ing of the Lord draweth nigh” If you
would wish to have the whole gospel in: the
most beautiful words, it is, “ The grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men ; teaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live sober-
ly, righteously, and godly in this present

'world ;" now: what next? *looking for—

death ? no, because we must die ; but—*look-
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for " us,
that he might redeem us from all- iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.” And so much is this
the case that this hope of the second personal
advent of our Lord is constantly set forth as
the most distinguishing and exalted grace in
the Christian character. For "instance, the
apostle says, “Ye come behind in no gift;
waiting for the coming of our Loid Jesus
Christ ;” as if that were the crowning grace.
“ Unto them that look for him shall he ap-
pear the second time without sin unto salva-
tion.” Again says the apostle, ¢ There is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day; and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing.” You
will be astonished as you read the New Tes-
tament looking for the evidenge of this, at
discovering the space it covers on the sacred
page. Richard Baxter, the eminent, leained,
and pious Nonconformist of two centuries
ago, was so struck .with the force of these
texts, that he said, “If I were but sure that
the trumpet would sound, and the dead would
rise, and the Lord would come, before the
period of my life, it would be the joyfulest
time in the world to me.” How very beau-
tiful, and how suggestive of what is joyous,
and sanctifying, and blessed. Joanna Baillie,
the poetess, gives the picture of a maiden whose
betrothed had gone in the days of the Crusade
to the Holy Land. He was.given up by
thousands for lost, but she never gave him
Jup; .and every day, as the sun set on the lit- -
tle island on which she lived, she lighted the
watch-fire, and looked with anxiety. across
the Mediterranean Sea, if she could catch
the gleam of a white sail upon the. distant
horizon. The true cliurch never gives up the
hope of His coming. The world believes he
is dead, while it ignores what he adds, “I was
dead, but I'am alive forevermore.” The true
church keeps the watch-fire burning in her
heart ; looks by faith and hope adross the
wide waste of  waters, and he will come the
second time unto her unto salvation. Beauti-
fully does Keble, the Christian poet sing, .

“Thus bad and good their several warnings give
Of His approach, which few may see, and live.

Faith’s ear with awful still delight

Counts them like mintite bells at night, °
Keeping the heart awake till dawn of morn, .
‘While to her funeral pile this aged world is borne.

“But what are Heaven’s alarms to hearts that cower
In willful stlumber déepening every hour;

That draw their curtains closer ronnd,

The nearer swels the: trumphet sound ? .
Lord, ere our trembling lamps sink out and die, ‘.
Touch us lZv)ith chastening hand, and make us féel thee

. nl,g 7 ) . . i e
. - - —Dr. Cumming.

.

AX elevated purpose is a good and en-
nobling thing, but we cannot begin 'at the
top of it. { We must work up to it by the of-
ten’ difficult path of daily duty—of daily duty
always earefully performed. .
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Every-Day, Life in Palestine. "

A SYRIAN BISHOP AND THE DAYS OF THE WEEK.
THE ARABS AND THE AYAM UL USBOO-AH.

For several weeks past 1 have intended a
visit to the patriarch of Antioch and the
blshop of Jerusalemn, ecclesiastics of the
Syridn church who have been some months
in¢England on a'mission-in “belalf of their
schools Their' cliurches’.ate- few and have
been miuch oppressed, doubtless because of
their independence of the papacy, which has
done all it could to get every one.of the
ancient Eastern, chmches into its power

. The patriar ch is the acknowledged spiritual

head of his people. 'The language of the
church service is Synac or, Aramean, and-is |
nearly, if ‘fot quite, 1 the 1ancruuve spoken by
our Lord and the Heb1 rew na,tlon of his time.
Once T listened to the church semce, and
was charmed 'by’the misic of 'the fread and
spoken tongue I ‘have ofter ‘reférred to The
occasmn, and,’ at*'the time ¢alled the*atten-
tion'of my learned friend, the Taté Rev. John-
Mills, to what seeined to be one:third Hebrew,
one-third Arabic, -and one-third * Chaldaic.
The language is deeply gutteral but soft to
the ear a,nd very expressive.

Three or four villages of this peopledn the.
Lebanon mountams speak Syl iac in common
with thé Arabic, wh1ch last is-used by all the.
people about them Tn. the other localities

the Syriac is used. only in the church service.

The Syriac is therefore to them the holy
language- ,‘ that i i, 1t is for worship “and re-
ligious purposes ; just as Hebrew, _Alablc
Armenian, Greek, and Latin are used by the
several religious falths—J ew, Chnstla,n,’ and
Mahommedan. w
The outgoing old year. and the incoming
" new year brought with them, an increased
press of work, so that I becran to despair of
a chat With' ﬁhese native A_la,bs But to-day
I broke away from homie. An hour’s walk,
and half-an hour on the undér, O'round rallway
brought ‘mé to. their lodmngs in Hammer-
smith. An ‘English’ gentlemian, who was
born and brought up in Jerusalem, was the
first to extend to me' the hand of welcome,
The arrangement of the reception room was
half oriental. - Presently the bishop, with a
“pleasant éountenance and affable bearing, was
ushered into the room and seated by my side
on the diavan, - His dlatromen followed and
stood' at a little Ehstance with his eyes in-
tently fixed npon his master, othermse there
was no show of' dignity.

I"was instantly at home, and-as the Arabic
began to flow from the lips of. the bishop, I
thought (as in former years) that it was the
most delightful musie I-had heard for a long
time. I “ras embarrassed for words, and . all
the more because of my obliging English
friend’s presence. He was perfec’cly at home
in his native Arabic. To me fourteen years
had caused quite & loss of the ready use of
sentences. The bishop’s rapid utterance was
distinet enough ; but it would have been fun
to have thrown me into deep water and to
have allowed me to swim for dear life; yet
oy friend was, so glib that I allowed him to
row the boat while I took the helm; <. e, I
managed the sirnple sentences and he the
compound ones, 'In fact, in three-quarters of
an hour we had gone over enough Arabic for
a student’s pla,ctlce for a twelve month, and
could the interview have been pr olonded for

, another three-quarters of ‘an hour I might
have. been nearly myself again in the practice

of the wonderful tongue of that wonderful |

people—the Arabs. .

You must imagine the Uestures, the one-
sided tip of the, head and the shrug of the
shoulders, the ' uphfted hands, the o-hstemng
eyes, the contrast in our dress, opinions, and
dogmas, the gentleriess and the fervor of the
endeared companionship of that hour. You'
would have thought us old friends. At first
I arosé to salute the dragoman, and meeting
no recognition, I took my seat; fully aware of:
my blunder, but the.,po]iteness of the com-
pany forbade any notice.of theludicrous mis-
take. -The dragoman ( turjoman-—inter preter,-
but really a valet, a courier,and a generalman-
ager) would have been unfcuthful to have ac-
knowledged a recognition wluch belonged
_ wholly to his'lord and’ master. Young, of a

commanding physique, and neatly attned inj

native costume hot the least of which was
the zunniair, or gndle, he” was an’ 1mportant
" complement to the company.’' "~
During our rapid ‘¢onversation the drago-
man stood at a distance interitly watching the
bishop for a movement of the hand to indi-
" cate anythlng that might be wanted. For
the hundredth time I w1tnessed the illustra-
tion of Ps. 123 :2: «Behold, as the’ eyes
of setvants look unto the haiid of their mas-
ters,” &ec. The bishop ig “apparently forty,,
has datkolive complexion, fraiik counte-
nance, a nd very graceful maniners. The pa-
triarch was'too ill; or teo fatwued to be seen.

| of sevens?”’

Soon, however, I introduced the question
of the Names snd the Order of the Dauys of
the Week. I asked him: “whatdo youcall,
or what other name do you give to the days
The word wsboo-ak or sevens, is
used in Arabic for week.”. * Shoof, ya akhee,”
said the bishop; . e., ¢ ]ook lhere, O brother,”
and taking his left,.hand in his right, as the
Arabs do. when about to count, a,nd touchlnf"
each finger and counting, he sald —

“ Bl-had, (The First, T
El—itlmeen, . The Seeond, -
E-thalathee, . The Third, .
Fl-arbah, © The Fourth,
El-khamees, The Fifth,

Ll-joomah, The Assembly,
Es-Sabt,” The Sabbath.)

The more literal translation is the one,
the two, the three, the four, the five, the
assembly, the Sa,bba,th——wmh day undersﬁood,
but pronounced when required, before the
words one, two, three, &c., thus making the
meaning to be day of the oNE, day of the Two,
&e.; so with the last yom, or day, is under-
stood to belong to the ‘word, or name Sabbath, |
‘as much as to the other days thus : yom es-sabt
or.day of the Sabbath.

My next question was : “ Do you ever. ca,ll
them by the names. Sunday, Monda,y, and
‘Saturday? -Bishop :

nor what the dialect may be, among all, Arabs
it is the same : THEY KNOW N0 . OQTHER NAMES
BUT THE NUMBEES AND. J00MAH and BS'SABT.”

“Do you ever speak of El-had (the first)
as yom ir-Rub (day of the Lord) #” At this the
bishop slightly shrugged the shoulder, and
replied quickly: “It is not the custom’ to
speak of it as .such. You may sometimes
hear it, but only occasionally, and then when
treating of religious matters; but even then
only rarely.”

books or hturgv?” “Jt can be

Bishop.

found in ouf writings, but rarely, yet we.

give it no heed, or rather it has no effect to
cha.nge ‘the univérsal practice of ca,lhnc it
El-had” (the first).

As it was Wednesday, Isaid, “ What doyou
‘call to-night ?” © Bishop. “What, the night
that is coming?’ “Yes.” "Bishop. “ Why,
Elkhamees™- (the fifth). “And what do you
‘call this night?’ (That is, the night belong-
ing to this DAY. )}  Bishop.
ball,, " 4. e., night of the fourth day.

Observe that these questions were not lead-
inigones. Thebishopis.a responsible represent-
ative of the oldest of the Christian churches
in the Fast, if not of the first church at
Jerusalem." Whatever of error that church
has-it has never been guilty of robbing the
first day and the Sabbath day of their scrip-
tural names, and more, of attempting to blot
out the name Sabbath and foist into 1ts place
thé name of an idol. .

During my . residence in J erusalem had I
been 1mpressed with .the importance-of an
accumulation of evidence, I might have made
a record of thousands of instances where
these old scriptural names. were used by
all -classes. * The only exception being the
case of appointments for the first day by
JSoretgn Protestant misstonaries who sometimes
used ““ Lord’s day,” but not Sabbath. KEven
this had no effect upon the natives ; and God
grant that it may never affect them in the
way of sanctifying what he has not ordained.
The Syrian church, like all Fastern churches,
isnot a Sabbath- keeplng church. Its wor-
ship day is the first day. -But let the reader
bear in_mind, that more than one hundred
millions of Ala,bs, and those influenced by:
their, cuistoms, inhabiting nearly all of North-
ern Africa and Western Asia, use the names
of tlie days of the week as stated above.

I asked the bishop :
Iished in English which give an account of
your church P Hisanswer was: “There are
such, but unfortunately they abound in mis-
takes.”

At parting, our brother of -the cloth, in-
quired. if Ibad children, and how many. He
wished very hearty blessings for them and
for my wife—blessings e*qnessed in a style
purely biblical and or'1enta1, but at which
Westérn usage hints'silence ; ‘we bade each
other farewell with'a Kheirak and 2’ Sedagm
==good will and peace. W. M. Jo~Es.

Lfmdon, Jan. 27, 1875. v

Christian Sezisitiveness

\

THE church of God seefns to have lost hel :

delicacy of totich and sensation. ‘There ave
some. members of Christ’s body who'do thifgs
in business they ought not to do,iand they
are not_conscious of doing wrong, because
they have not enough life in them to, be
delicately sensitive of the approach of sin.
Some good people neglect their Christian duty,
and they are sca,rcely aware of it; they do
not attach any importance to it, because they
have not life enough' to make them sensitive,

If we are ever to do” ‘anything for God, we

) ,\vﬂl not let me 1est
‘ing that there oucrht to be ;’and till God gives

“ Never, never, in every‘
place among the Arabs, no matter where, .

“Is it found in your church

“Layl-at-El-qr- -

“ Havé you books pub— '

Fand to

must cet back the delicate touch of abundant
life. There aré’ some persons who may lose
an arm.and scarcely suffer so much as another
having an ordinary wound, because they are
constltuted with abundance of life. There

"13 something in the constitution of the brain
that makes them sensitive all over, and they

will have greater pain. Do not try to escape
from spiritual pain. I would like to feel the
hurden. of the Lord pressing upon me day and
night, till the thought .of “a- soul being lost

'There is not the feel-

us hfe ‘which W111 make us 'fee] for sinners so

as to w‘reep over " cities as Christ did, we will |

not sée any great" work done. Thé Lord'
walts us ministers, especially, to be dehcate-
ly sensitive against everything that is wrong

and would lead us to neglect: the souls of

others! We want to have more and more of
that delicacy and quickness.of apprehension.
We read.of our Lord that he was quick of
understamdmcv We want to be just like
that. o -

. You who émploy sel vants know the differ- | b
ence between those who must be told
every time there is a thing to be done, and

| those whose eye is on their mistress ; Just a

look from' you, ahd that 'is enouoh You
need not speak at all ; they know what they
should do, and do it with alacrity. We want
that kind of delicacy vestored to us, that we
may know the Lord’s will quickly, and not be
as the horse or the mule, but ready to be
moved at once by the will of God, We should
not be like the “Great Eastern,” that wants
a huge wave to move it, but like the feather
on the lake, that is driven along by the soft-
est breeze of the gale. " Oh, to be delicately.
apprehensive of the mind of God, to know it,
and to follow it ! Sometinles life in certain
parts of the body has been cultivated to sach
a high degree, that our bodily system is capa-
ble of much more than'it has ever displayed.

Look at.the red Indian, as he puts his ear to-

the ground and listens, and says, ¢ They.
come!” Just so, if our. ears'get quickened,

we shall hear the footsteps of the coming Lord,:
and say when others hear, it not, “ He comes ! P
We shall be' like the Hlo'hland woman at
Luckuow, who cried, “Thex are coming, they
are’coming !”  She could hear the mus1c of
the Hwh]andem Oh! to be able to hear the
music of heaven, and to say-— "

“Home of my soul, how near at times °
Thy golden gates appear!’- {

to get sensitive to unseen things, and rea,h?e
and see the things that are yet to be revealed.
to us '———;Sfpurgeon

Pre-Mﬂlenmal Advent —No. 2.

“To deny the pre mlllennlal connng of
Christ, you must spiritualize every promise
of his coming, connected. with millennial
descriptions, in the Bible.
~ Fully to show this, I should.be obliged to
notice every case of such connection. ‘But
as this would task your patience, I shall se-"
lect a few cases, and challenge any opponent
to produce an exception, -

1. How often, dear brother, have we heard
our father, and other, venerable ministers of
the gospel, apply to millennial times pas-
sages from the 1024 Psalm .

% Thou shAlt arise, and have mercy upon
Zlon, for the time to favor her, yea, THE
SET TIME is come. For thy servants take

pléasure in her stones, and favor the dust’

thereof. So the heathen shall fear the name
of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth
thy glory.” A little further on, we read
that this refers to a time “when the people

| are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to

seive the Lold »" That these are millennial
times, I suppose all agree.. And if I mis.
take mnot, our respected father is one of

those who does not spiritnalize the prophe-
cles of the restgration of the Jews, and who

believes that at that time God will truly “hear
the groaning of the prisoner, and loose those
appointed unto death, to declare the name of
the Lord in Zion and his praise-lN J ERUSA-
LEM.

But whether thls be: htela,l or not, is im-
material. It is confessedly millennial. If
it, 18 not the restoration, it is at least the con-
version of the Jews. Now the question is,
Have we here any “promise of his coming ™,
If we have, it is probably in verse 16 : “When
the Lord shall bmld up Zion, HE SHALL AP-
PEAR IN HIS GLORY.'

Now the apostles have well instructed us
that af his first “APPEARING "to set up the
gospel ‘ dispensation, these words could not
apply. It “behooved him then to SUFFER,”
“eiter into his glory” afterward
when he should ‘“appear the second time,
without sin unto salvation.”, This ““ appear-
ing in glory”. then, of ‘which the Psalmist,
speaks, and which is still future, is it here
made to stand defore or aﬂer the millennium ?
Evidently before. It is “‘when the Lord
shall build wp Zion.” Tt is “when the set

. |
o

“In his glary”?

time. is come.” Buppose now, like our father,
we belicve in the literal rebuilding’ of Jeru-
salem at that time, I ask, ‘Will not the Lord
then “appear in glory ”?’ And if so, is not
this. pre-millennial? And even if you deny
the literal rebu]ldmb of Jerusalem, and mean
only the conversion of the Jews,. will not
that equally: identify the TIME of such “ap-
pearing

To deny the pre-mll}ennnl advent then,
what.is necessar y? You must spnltuahze
this * appearing in glom . )

Now the word ““shall appeal is the Ni-
‘phalof the verb Raah, andrefers, if not exclu-
sively, yet apploprla.tely, to visible ma.nlfesta-
‘tion. For example .—
| “Ex. 16:10: . “They looked toward the
‘wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the Lord
appeared in the cloud.” "Gen. 12:7: “ And
the Lord appeared unto Abraham.” 2 Chron.
3:1: “Ms. Moriah, where Jehovah appeared
unto David.” And what good reason can be
given for here divesting it of its usual mean-
ing? Tsitnota well- ascertained rule of in-.

e1preta,tlon that “the literal and common

sense of a word is always to be taken, unless
some reason exists for substituting another?.
But what reason is there here, unless it be
partiality for a cértain theory? But is that
a good reason? That is- making your inter-
pretabion :bend to’ your theory, rather, than
obtaining - your theory by interpretation.
Will you find any reason in the context?
But these are the very
words to which the “Shekinah ” of the later
Jews corresponds, and which when united
with Jehovah denote (says Prof. Robinson),
“that fiery effulgence surrounded by dark
clouds’i in which Jehovah is represented as
appearing, or God himself surrounded by
this eﬂ'ulcrence from which hghtmnos proceed.”
e g., Lev. 9 : “And the glmJ of the'
Lord appealed unf;o all the people.” Coin-
pare Num. 16 : 35; Ps.. 18 : 10-13; Ex. 16 =
7-10; Ex. 24:.16, 17; 33: 18} Lev. 9: 6;
23 ; Dx 40: 34; 1 KmO‘s 8: 11; Ezek. 43:
Z 5 &e. . e

Let me request you to examine ﬁhese pa,s-,
sages, and then answer this question— When
David says that “at the building up of Zion”
“the Lord shall appear in his glor y,” what .
reason have I for denying to these words -
their" fobvious and usual signification? Why,
unléss it be that only thus then can I eseape ’
the doctrine of -the pre-mlllenmal advent ?

«| But -if this-be spiritualized, then is that un--

happy process. beﬂrun, by which every “prom-
ise of his coming,” connected with millenni-:
al descriptions, will be eradicated from the
Bible.—Charles Beecher, in letter to Hem J
Wowd Beeche'r

<>
R

Closer\ to Christ.

‘Rev. Dr. PuxsHoN, in closing his grand
speech at the Wesleya,n Missionary Anniver-
sary, Exeter Hall,"London, May 4, carried
his  hiearers to the highest pitch of enthusi-
asm, when, after an eloquent tribute to fellow--
laborers who hed fallen at their posts of duty,
he-said (-~

“The sole’ remedy for all our woes; all our
apprehensions, for all our sorrow, is just to
come closer to Christ—closer to Christ in per-
sonal experience, closer to Christ in daily-
communion, closer to Christ in-perpetual re-
liance, closer to Christ in importunate prayer,
closer to Christ in honest and liearty work !
‘When the good Dr. Alexander, of Princeton,
New Jersey, lay a-dying some one came to
him, and'quoted a passage for his comfort as
he ]ay half unconscious—*I know in whom
I have believed?. A’ fire lit up his glazing
eye and the old Christian warrior 1oused
himself as for an utterance of, latest testi-
mony, and he said to his startled listeners—.
‘No, I cannot allow even .a preposition be-
tween me and my Saviour; I know whom
I have believed! Let us get up to that
level ; let.‘the great baptized heart of .the
church get up to that level of intimate, close,
fa,lthful union with Christ, and we and our
cause are safe!. No fear of ‘the eonfessional
then. " Assuredly those who will not bear an -
intervening preposition will never brook an
intervening priest. No.fear of over-weening

sorrow then, for we.-shall remember that al-
though God buries his workmen, he carries
on his work, No fear of relaxed efforts then,
for»ldleness will be seen in its hatefulness as
a sin against boundless love. No fear of -
straightened, means and empty exchequers,
and niggard doles, and small-hearted liber-
alities then, for the frost of every heart must
melt that is so hear - the Saviour; and men
putting away the large greeds and little giv-
ings of their childish da;ys will, like Araunah,
“as a kgng give unto the king;” pouring out
their treasures as brave warriors their blood,
and giving, or striving’ to give, in some far-
off and reverent manner, after the measure of
him, who, that we and the world might live,
spared not his only begotten Son !”—DBible
Banner.
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How Readest ,Thou?.v

‘WHEN a certain Iawyer stood wp,’and ‘rempted
Christ with the i inquiry, What shall I do %o in-
herit eternallife ? he answered ¢ What is writ-
ten in the law? How readest thou? " Christ
here refers the temptmg lawyer to the letter of
the law as meaning just what it says. In doing
this he honors the, Scriptures, and sets an ex-
ample of :great importance to all who would
teach the word of God. . !

It is a matter of no small jey to those who
teach unpopular truth to be able to read the
redsons for their faith and practme, in pla,m ‘and

. literal terms, right out of the Book of God. To

illustrate : Christ said of his second appearing,
¢ And they shall see the Son of man coming in
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
Matt. 24 :30. Does this mean the conversion
of sinners and the death of saints? -Or does it
mean what it says?

“‘How ‘readest thou?” If you depart from
the safe rule of interpretation, that the Scrip-
‘tures mean what they say; excepting where the
téxt and context plainly indicate that a parable
or figure 13 employed, then you find but little
difficalty in making the plainest declarations of
the personal appearing of Christ to raise the
righteous dead, and to destroy the wicked,
mean death, conversion, the advent of the Holy
Spirit, the temporal mlllenmum, Shakensm,
Spiritualism, or Mormonism. The angels said
1o the men of Galilee, ¢ This same Jesus, which:
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye see him go into heaven.”
Did these angels mean what they said? If they
did not mean what they said, who can tell us
what they did mean? :

‘“ How readest thou?” One says that they
meant death, another, conve1sron No, says a
third, their words were fulfilled at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. No! no!.cries a fourth,
they apply to the outpourmg of the Holy Spirit,
the conversion of the world, and the temporal
millennium.” And ‘the Shakers come in with

their claim for the second manifestation of the

Son of God in the person of Anh Lee; while
Mormons, and those w ho claim to-be Chi-istran
Spiritnalists, are equally positive. " ;

When Paul says in his first epistle to the
church of Christ at Thessalonica, ““The Lord
himself shall descend from heaven“with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and the trump
of God ; and the dead in Christ.shall rise first,”
he does not mean ‘‘ the man in the moon.”

_"How readest thou?” The apostle contin-
ves: “Then we which are alive and .remain
shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lerd in the air, and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.” He means just
what he says. ‘

Paul speaks in terms easy to be understood
«©of the great event in the near future so fre-
giently referred to in both the Old and the
New Testaments, when the King of kings shall
‘personally preside at the destruction of his en-

emies, and the final triumphant gathering of all

his people. “ And to you whé are troubled;
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus.shall be re-
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall’ be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power,
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and to be admired in all them that believe.”
““How readest thou?” . Will our friends who
adopt the mystical interprétation apply the words
in Paul's second epistle to the Thessalonians,
chapter 1:7-10, to the conversion of sinners,
and the death of saints ? Does the apostle here
represent the power of the glorious gospel of
Christ and the manifestations of the Holy Spirit
in the conversion of sinners by the vengeance
of flaming-fire in their destruction? *Astonish-
ing!-

to the ‘“ king of terrors,”, the Christian’s last
enemy, death? Absurdity.! The great Re-
deemer appeared in this world once as a teacher,
and at the close of his ministry gave his life for
the sins of men. He wag-buried, he wapraised
from the dead, and he ascended up on high to
be a mediator for repenting sinners. .Thus the

Redeemer prepared the way for the redemptlon'

of those who cometo God by Jesus Chiist.
But the scheme of redemption is to be complet-

And when he speaks of the admiration |
and the glorification of tlie saints’does he refer |,

ed at Christ’s second appearing, when the right-
eous dead of all past ages will be raised to-immor-

1 tal life, and gathered by the holy angelsup to the

city of .God. The earth in due time will be
renovated by fire, and sin and sinners will be
destroyed out of it. Thus renovated and puri-
fied from the-curse and its effects, will appear
the new heivens and the new earth, which will
be the eternal inheritatice of the saints. * Bless-
ed are the meek,” says Ohrist, “for they shall
inherit the earth.” Matt. 5:5. David says:
¢‘For yet a'little while and the w1cked shall not
be; yea, thou shalt drhgently consider his
place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall
inherit the earth, and shall delrght themselves
in the abundance of peace.” Ps. 37:10, 11,
‘““How readest thou?” Isitnotin the future
inheritance of the saints that ‘“the earth shall

‘be full of .the knowledge of the Lord, as the
‘waters cover the sea?”

Isa. 11:9. ““For the
earth'shall be filléd with the Inowledge of the

‘glory of the Lord; as the watérs cover the sea.”
Hab. 2:14. Will those who apply this proph-’

ecy, and others of like import, to a temporal

‘millennium—a period of one thousand years of

complete triumph of the church, when all men
will be holy—please dispose of the three follow-
ing facts in harmony with their'theory :

1. In the parable of the wheat and the tares
both were to grow together until the harvest,
which represented the end of the world. The
children of the kingdom and the children of the
wicked oné were both to exist in this world to
the end of the age.

2. The angel Gabriel instructs Daniel in his
seventh chapter that the little horn, the papacy,
would prevail to the end.

3. The close of the Chrlstlau age, which is
supposed will terminate with glory when the
earth will be full of the glory of the Lord, is
marked by the apostle Paul as a time of peril
and apostasy, and the sins of the people are
represented by the Son of God as in the days of
Lot which called for fire from heaven, and the
days of Noah which called for the waters of the
flood to wash the world from its moral pollution.

“ How readest thou!” ,If we be allowed to
understand the apostle Peter as meaning what
he says, the doctrine of the renovation of. the
world by fire, and the destruction of ;wicked
men instead of their .conversion, and the new
earth as the happy home of the saved, will ap-
pear exceedingly plain,
in-the last days as being ignorant of these lit-
teral facts, and saying, ¢ Where is the promise
of his coming ?”’ Is it possible that these are
the very men who hold the miystical views in
the popular churches of our time? The apostle
shall testify, and the ‘reader may judge.

““Knowing this first, that there shall come
in the last days'scoﬁ’ers, walking after their own
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his

coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all

things continue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation. For this they willingly
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out
of the water and in the water ; whereby the

‘world that then was, being overflowed with wa-
“ter, perished ; but the heavens and the earth,

which are now, by the same word are kept in
store, reserved unto fire against the day of
Judgment.and perdltlon of ungodly men. But,

beloved, . be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day i8 with the Lord as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is
not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness ; but is longsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance. * But the day of the
Lord will come as a theif in the night ; in the
which the leavens shall pass away with a,great
noise, and the elements shall 1ielt with fervent
heat, the earth also, and the works that are
therein shall be burned up. = Seeing then that
all these things shall ‘be dissolved, what man-
ner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con-
versation and godliness, looking for and hasting
unte the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and

the elements shall melt with fervent hea.t?'

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look
for new heavens and ‘a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” 2 Pet. 31 3-13.

The apostle has so clearly identified the three

~worlds, namely, the one before the flood, the

one that now is, and the new earth .whichtis to
come, as to entirely preclude the figurative
view. .Hesays: ‘“For this they willingly are
ignorant' of, that' by the word of God the
heavens were of ‘old, and the earth standing ot
of the water and in the water, whereby the
world that then Was, being overflowed with
wadter, penshed But the heavens and the earth,

I'wwhich are now, by the same word are kept in

‘ture respecting them.

"He speaks of scoffers’

store, reserved unto fire’ ~against the day of
Judgment and perdltron ‘of ungodly men.’
‘‘ Nevertheless, we, accordlng to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth.righteoushes.” 2 Pet. 3:5-7, 13.
No fact can be more plainly stated than that
the world that perished by the flood is the same
as that which now is, and is reserved unto fire.
This is to be changed by fire, and then will ap-
pear the new heavens and ‘the new earth, ac-
cording to the promise of God. And it is a
remarkable fact that the promise referred to by
the apostle isfound only inIsa. chap. 65. Thus
the apostle links the three worlds together. Are
the first two worlds literal? So is the third. Is
the new earth mentioned in Isatah figurative ?
So are all three worlds figurative. But if they
aré all htenl then we see a harmony in Scrip-,
If they be regarded as

figurative, then we are left. to the following

conclusion :—

That in the days of figurative Noah the figu-:
rative heavens and earth, being overflowed by
figurative water, perished figuratively. Butthe
figurative heavens and-earth which are now, are
reserved unto figurative fire, against the figura-
tive day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly
figurative men. Nevertheless, we, according to
his figurative promise, look for figurative new,
heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth figura-
tive righteousness. True, the sacred writers
use figures and parables. But we should believe
that God in his word means just what he says,
unless the connection shows good reasons why a
figure or parable is introduced.

‘““How readest thou?’ When the angel
Gabriel states to the prophet Daniel that ¢ the
kingdom and dominion, and the'greatness of
the kmgdom under the whole heavens shall be
given to the sainfs of the Most High,” will our
mystical friends cast his words behind them,
as those of a cold materialist, and in order to
keep their fervor of immateriality, sing . Wlth
the poet : :

““ Beyond the bound of time and space,

Look forward to that heavenly place, -
The Saints’ secure abode.” '

i

‘We heartily confess to the doctrine that the
Son of God, who- was equal with the Father,
took man’s hature ; that he died; was buried ;
that he arose from the dead with body and
parts, and that same béing ascended to Heaven,
and will come to the earth the second time to
raise the dead and make all things new ‘Just
how Christ became flesh and dwelt among men—
how he could lay down his life and take it again
—remains a mystery as expressed by Paulin his
letter to Timothy: ¢‘Great is the mystery
of godliness, God was manifest in. the
flesh.” Tt is a thousand tiines easier to believe
the sacred record on these points, and that im-
mortal saints will have bodies like unto Christ’s
glorious body, and that they will dwell upon
the material earth as their inheritance, than to
believe that the plain language of the Bible on
these points means something besides What it
says.

At the close of one of .our first lectureScupon
the city of God of Rev. 21, thirty-two years

since, in the State of Maine, one of those plain,.

neat-looking, broad-brimmed gentlemen, whom
we at once recognized as a Friend Quaker,
gently tapped us on the shoulder, and mildly
sait, ‘‘ Thee will never see a great literal city
coming down out of the heavens I have that
city in my heart.”
big-hearted gentleman indeed. But let us look
over the description of the golden city, as g1ven
by John with this view of the matter:—

‘“ How readest thou ?” Said the angel to the
prophet, ‘ Come hither, I will show thee the
bride, the Lamb’s  wife. And he carried me

‘away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,

and showed me that great city the holy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of heaven from 'Gdd.
Having the glory of God; and her light was
like unto a stone most precious, even like a

jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall L,

great and high, and had twelve gates, and at
the gates, twelve angels, and names: wrltten
thereon, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel.”

And the venerable Quaker friend. really imag-
ined that he had this city—lighted by the glory
of God—with its high and:massive walls>-

twelve gates—twelve angels—all in his heart M}

With all reverence for the words of theprophet:
of God, and.also-with a willingness to let’ the’
myst1ca1 view be fau'ly seen, we continue the
words of J ohn, representmg the F11end’s view
in brackets, as fo]lows oAbt
- On the east [srde of hls hea.rt] three gates
on the north [side of h1s heart ] three gates 5, on
the south’ [srde of his heart] three gates and
on the wesb [srde of -his heart) three gates And

.

Well, thought we, this is a'

the wall of the c1ty had twelve foundatrons, and
in them the names of thelwelve apostles of the
Lamb. And he that talked with me had a
golden reed tomneasure the city, and the gates
thereof and the wall thereof.. e

““And the city lieth foulsquare [in the Qua-
ker’s heart], and the length is, as large as the
breadth. And he measuled the‘clty w1th the
reed, twelve thousand furlongs. [Eno_rmous '
heart ! or did' John mean twelve thousand mys-
tical furlongs, so-that the.Quaker counld, with-
out the least~difficulty,-putithe city into his.
vest pocket. o vAnd the length; and the breadth,
and the hight* of ‘it are equal AT R

“And'hé measured thé' wall thereof a hundred'

Fand forty! and four cublts, aceordmglto {he

medasure of-a fan! that i 1s, of .the angel ”

Now ‘what wis really 1n e good an’s heart ?
Our - mystlcal frlends ansWer' s The grace of
God.” Very' Well Then 'We 1nq1ure, Is the
grace of God foulsquare—as Ionq as it i is broad
—twelve thousand furlongs ‘each way—has it
four gates one, at each of ithe four . . points .of
the compass ? » But, if; the .reader decides that
the good Quaker was too local in his application
of .the.'golden city +of God, 'and still per-
sists in the mystical application of the city to
the Christian church, or to the gospel ‘age, then
we again inquire,- What shall we understand by
the* mystical north side of the church or the
mystrcal north side of the’ Christian age, where
there hay be found ‘the mystical gates? Does
the Christian age or the Christian church lie
fou_rsquare? And is the length and. breadth of .
the Christian age, or the Christian church, the’
same? And will some one tell us how-it is that

‘the mystical city measured a hundred and forty

and four mystical furlongs? '

‘What a miserable theological muddlé ! ‘And
why ¢ "Simply because, , theological men mystrfy‘
without the least necessrty, that Whlch in itself
is easy to be understood when taken as meamng
what it says. Flgures or parables are never in-
troduced in the Scriptures to make the doctrines
more obscure. Never!. Wehave ever objected
to young ministers using figures more intricate
than the subjects ‘which they wished' to illus-
trate. Men may err in this way; but God’
never does. The lahguage of his book possesses
a'dignified simplicity which no other book does. -
And whén the Holy Spirit employs allegories it
is that the subject may be made more clearand
forcible thereby.

'

Dr. Scott gave his Pﬂgnm 8 Progress W1th
Notes, to a poor lady of his parish.. In a'few
days he met her, and asked her how she liked
the book, and'if she could understand it.
“Vety much,” was the reply, “¥ understand
what Mr. Bunyan wrote ‘e1} well, and I hope
soon to be able to understand ‘the notes.” And.
it is the universal testlmony of thogse who have
cast off mystlcal interpretations and have taken
the Bible as it reads on such subjects as the
second advent, the resurrectron, the inheritance,
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and
baptism, that the Bible has become to them a
new book, plain, harmonious, and easy to be
understood by those who se_arch the Scriptures.

We will here give some i)ointed' thoughts,
written in stirring style, said to have been taken
from an old almanac, upon the sub]ect of

IMMATERTALITY.

IMMATERTALITY is but another name for non-
entity. It is the negative of all things and be-
ings—of all existence. Therée is'not one particle
of proof to be advanced to establish its existence.
It hasno way to manifest itself to any intelligence
inHeaven or on earth. ‘N elther God, angels,
nor men, could possibly concelve of such a sub-
stance, being or thing, It possesses no property
or power by which to.make itself manifest to
any intelligent being in the. universe., Reason
and analogy never scan it, o¥ even conceive of
1t. Revelation never reveals it, nor do any of
our senses witness its existence. It cannot be
seeny felt; heard, tasted, or smelled, even by the
strongest organs, orthe most acite sensublhtles
Tt is*néither' liguid nor- Solidy soft nor hard—it
can’ nelther extend nor dontract. ' In short it
can exert no 1nﬂuence Whatever—.lt can nelther
act nor be acted upon And even if, 1t does ex-
ist, 1t can be of 10 poss1ble use . It possesses
no one des1ra.ble  property, faculty,,or.nse, yet,
stranve %o say, Immateriality, is,the ,modern
Christian’s: God, his anticipated Heaven, his.dm-
mortal;self-—his:all: .

0 sectamamsm 'o athelsm "o anm]ulatron "
Who‘can percewe ‘ths’ nlce sha.des of ! dlﬁ'erence N
between the Yone ‘af{d the other ? 'They seem
allke, all but in name The atheist has, no (_}_od
Thel sectarlan has a (xod. Wrthout body or,parts.
Who can deﬁne, the dlﬁ'erence ? for ourpart we
do not ‘percelve a drﬁerence, of asingle hair;.
they both claim - to be the: negatlve of all things

._in"
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which exist—and both are equally. powerless
and L unknown.

The atheist has no after life, or conscious exist- ‘

.ence beyond the grave. The'sectarian has one,
but it 18- ““immaterial,” like his God ; and with-
iout body or parts. Here again both are nega-
tive;tand bothrarrive at the same point + Their
fa.lth‘:lnd ‘hope amount to the same; only: 1t 1s
expressed by different terms. ’

Agaln the atheist has no Hedven in etermty
The sectarlan has one, but it is ¢ 1mmater1al ”
in all 1ts propertles, and it is therefore the nega-
tive of, all riches and substances. Here again they
.are equ:_tl and arrive at the same point.
«~tAswe do not envy them the possession of,all
they claim,-we will now leave them in the quiet
andlundisturbed enjoyment of the same,-and
proceed to examine the portion st111 left for the
despised ¢ ‘materialist ” to enjoy. ’

What is"God? He is a personal, organized
intelligenice, ' possessing both body and’ parts:.
He is 1n the form of man. ° .

“What i is Jé ésus Christ? HE is the Sonof God,
and i like his Father, being ‘“ the br1ghtness of
his Father 8 glory, and the express image of his
person.” He is a personal xntelhgence, with
body, parts, and passions ; possessmg immortal
flesh-and immortal bones. . :

What. are men? They are the offspring of

Adam. They are capable of receiving'intelli- |

gence and exaltation to such a degree as to be
raised from the dead with a body like that of
Jesus Christ, and to possess immortal flesh and
bones.

.material universe, that is, the earth, as their
“‘ everlasting inheritance.” With these hopes
and prospects before us, we gay to the Christian
'world, who hold to immateriality, that they are
welcome to their God—their life—their Heaven,
and their all. They claim nothing but that
whlch we throw away ; and we claim nothing
but ,bhat “which they throw away. Therefore,
there is no ground for quarrel or contention be-
tween us.

‘We choose all substance—what remains,

The mystical sectarian gains ;

All that each claims each ghall possess,

Nor grudge each other’s happiness.

An immaterial God they chooss,
An immaterial Heaven and hell;

» For such a God we have no use,
In such a Heaven we cannot dwell.

‘We claim the earth, the air, and sky,
And all the starry worlds on high ;
Gold, silver, ore, and precious stones,
And bodies made of flesh and bones.

Such is our hope, our Heaven, our all, )
‘When once redeemed from Adam’s fall;
All,things are ours, and we shall be,

The Lord's to all eternity.

——
<

Tithes and Oﬁ_’eririgs.

" DrviNg wislom has appointed, in the plan of
salvation, the law of action and reaction making
the work of beneficence, in all its branches;
twice blessed.

He that gives to the needy blesses others,
and is blessed himself in a still greater degree.
God could have reached his object in - saving
sinners without tlie aid of man ; but he’ knew
that man could not be happy without acting a
part-in the great work in which he should be
cultivating self-denial and benevolence.

That man might not lose the blessed results
of benevolence, our Redeemer formed.the plan
of enlisting him as his co-worker. By a chain
of circumstances which would call forth his
charities, he brings man under the best means
of cultivating benevolence, and keeps him ha-
bitually giving to help the poor, and to advance
his cause. He sends his poor as the representa-
trves of himself. A ruined world is drawing
forth from us by their necessities talents of
means and of influence to present.to them the
truth, of which they are in perishing need.
And as we heed these calls, by labor and acts
of benevolence, we are assimilated into the im-
age ‘of him who for our sakes became Jpoor. In
bestowing, we bless others, and thus acciumn-
late the trile riches.

There has been a great lack of Christian be-
nevolence in the church.. Those who were the
best able jfo do in the cause of God for its ad-
rancement have done but little.. . .- ..

God ;has mercifully brought a class to the

Lnowl_edge of the truth that they might*appre-:

ciate its priceless value in comparison with earth-
1y treasnres. -Jesus has said to these, ¢ Follow
me.?? nHe is testing them with the invitation to

the supper which*he has prepared. Heis wa.tch-'

mcrrto see what chara,cters they ‘will develop,

whether thelr own selﬁsh interests will be con-'

mdered of greater value "than eternal rrches
Many of these dear brethren are now by their ac-

Thus perfected, they will possess the’

ions framing the excuses mentioned in the par-
able. ) ’ K

““Then said he unto him, A certaln man made
a'great supper, and bede, ‘many, -and sent his
servant at supper-time to say to them that were
bidden, Come, for all things are now ready.
:And they all with one consent began to make
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought

it ; I pray thee have me ‘excused. And another

to prove them ; I pray thee have me excused.
And another said, I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.
and showed his lord these things. -
master of the house being angry'said to his 'ser-
vant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanies
of the:city, and bring in hither the poor and
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.’
This parable correctly represents the condition
of mahy professmor to believe the present truth;
The Lord has sent them an .invitation to come
to, the supper, which he has prepared for them
at great cost to himself, but worldly interests
160k to them of. greater importance than the
heevenly treasure. They are invited to take

farms, their cattle, and their home iriterest, seem
of so much greater importance than obedience
to the heavenly invitation that they oveipower
every divine attraction, and these earthly things
are-made the’ excuse for their disobedience to
the heavenly command, ‘“Come; for all things
are now ready.” These brethren are bhnd.ly
following the example of ‘those represented in
the parable. . They look at their worldly posses-
sions, and say, No, Lord, I.cannot follow thee,
¢ 1 pray thee have me excused.”

The very blessings which God' has given to
these men to prove them, te see if they will ren-
der ““unto God the things'that are God’s,” they
haveasan excuse that they cantiot obeythe claims
of truth. They have grasped their earthly treas-
‘ures in their arms, and say, I must take care
of these thmgs ; I must not neglect the things of
this life ; these things are mine. Thus the
hearts of these men have become as unimpressi-
ble as the beaten highway. They close the door
of their hearts to the heavenly messenger, who
says, ‘“Come ; for all things are now ready,”
and throw it open, inviting the passage of the

world’s ‘burdén and business cares, and Jesus
.| knocks in vain for admittance,

Their hearts ‘are so overgrown with thorns
and cares of this life that heavenly things can
find no place. Jesus invites the weary and
heavy laden, with promises of rest if they will
come to him. He invites them to exchange
the galling yoke of selfishness and covetousness,
which makes them slaves to mammon, for his
yoke, which he declares is easy, and his burden
which is light.

He says, «‘“ Learn of me ; for I am meek and
lowly in leart ; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.” He Would have them lay aside the heavy
burden of worldly cares and perplexities, and
take his yoke, which is self-denial and sacrifice”
for others. This burden will prove to be light.
Those who refuse to accept the relief Christ
offers them, and will continue to wear the gall-
ing yoke of selfishness, tasking their souls to
the utmost-in .plans.-to accumulate money:for
selfish gratification; have net experienced the
peace and rest found'in bearing the yoke of
Christ,”and lifting the burdens of self-denial
and disinterested benevolence which Christ has
borne in their behalf.

When the love of the world takes possess10n
of the heart, and becomes a ruling passion,
there is left no room for adoration to God ; for
the higher powers of .the mind submit to the
slavery of mammon, and cannot.retain thoughts
of God and of Heaven. The mind loses its re-

by the accumulation of money. - ’
Through selfishness and love of .the world
these men have been passing on with less and

last days. They have not educated their mlnds
to make a busmess of serving God. They have
not ‘an experlence in that direction. Their
Jproperty has absorbed their affections and
eclipsed the magnitude of the plan of salvation.

They invest- their meany in temporal things,
but not in thé eternal.
tious for more means.*
depositaries of his’ law that they mlght let ‘the
light” g0 graclously glven fhem shine forth to
others. But they have 56 rncreased their cares,
and anx1et1es ‘that they have no tlme to bless
‘others with their mﬁuence, to converse with

their neighbors, to pray with them, and for

a piece of ground, and I must heeds go and see’
said, T have botwht five yoke of oxen, and I go.

So that servant camne, .
Then - the

part in the things of eternal value ; but their

membrance of God and is narrowed and dwarfed:|.
*} ers of iamihoh, to earnest; faithful co-workers

less sense of the maomtude of the work of these |.

While they. are improving and enlarging their:
.| worldly plans they'see no necessity for the en-.
largement and extension-of the work of*God."

Their hearts are Ambi-
God has made them the

them, and seek to br1ng them to the knowledge
of . the truth. .. 2

0

These men are responslble for the good they'

.mighti do, but from - which they.exctise them-

‘selves ‘bécause of worldly: cares, and burdens,.

which engross their minds and ‘absorh™ their
affections. - Souls' for whom Christ died might
be saved by their personal effort and godlyr ex-
ample. Precious souls are’ per1sh1ng for the
light which God has given to men to reflect
upon the pathway of others. But the precious
light is hid under a bushel, and it gives no
light to those ‘who -are:in .the house. . Every.

manis a steward of ‘God. ~To each the Master

has committed his means Which' man- ’claiins a8
his own. He says, ““ Occupytill I come.’ !
A time is comihg when‘ Christ will require
his own- with usury He will say to his stew-
ards, ‘“Give an adeount of thy stewardship.”
Those who have hid thexr Lord’s money in a
napkin in the earth mstead of putting it out to

the exchangers, or those who have squandered.

their Lord’s money by expending it for needless
things, instead-of putting it out to usury by in-
vesting it in his cause, will receive no approval
of the Master, but decided condemnation. The
unprofitable servant in the' parable brought
back the one “talent to God, and said, ““I knew
thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where
thou hast not sown, and gathering wheré thou
hast not strewed, and I was afraid, and went
and hid thy talent in-the earth; lo, there thou
hast that is thine.” ¥is Lord takes up his
words : ‘‘Thou wicked and slothful servant,
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed: not,
and gather where I have not strewed ; thou
oughtest, therefore, to have put my money to

the exchangers, and thén at-my coming I should

have received mine own with usury.”

This unprofitable servant was not ignorant
of God’s.plans, but he set himself firmly to
thwart the purpose, of.God, charging him with
unfairness in reqmmng improvement upon the
money intrusted to him. This very cornpl:unt
and murmuring is. made by a large class of
wealthy men,. professmg to believe the truth.

They are like the unfaithful*servant afraid that |

the increase of the talents God has lent them
will be called for to advance the spread of truth ;

therefore they’ tie it up, by 1nvest1ng it in eaxth-
ly treasures, and bury it in the world, thus
making it 'so’ fast that they have ndthing, or
next to nothing, to invest in. the cauge of God.

They have buried it, .fearmg that God would |

call for some of the principal or increase. 'When
at the demand of their Lord they bring the
amount given them, they come with ungrateful
excuses why they have not put the means, lent
them by God, out to the exchangers, by invest-
ing it in his cause, to carry on his work. -

He who embezzles his Lord’s goods, not only
loses the talent lent him of God, but loses etet-
nal life.© Of him it is said, ¢ Cast ye the un-
profitable servant into outer darkness.” The
faithful servant who invests his money in the
cause of God to .save souls, employs his means
to the glory of God, and will. receive the com-
mendation of the Master, “ Well done, thou
good and faithful servant, entel thou. into. the
joy of thy, Lord.” ?

‘What will be this joy of our Lord? Tt will
be in seeing souls saved in the kingdom of
glory. “Who, for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising. the shame;
and-is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” :

The idea of stewardshlp should have a plae-
tical bearmg upon all the people of*God. This
parable of the talents rightly understood will
bar.out covetousness, which God calls idolatry.

Practical benevolence will give spiritual life to.
‘thousands of. nominal professors of the truth
‘who now mourn over their darkness.

‘It will
transform them from selfish, covetous worship-

with Christ in the salva,tlon of sinners.
. o E. G. W.

-
-

Seven Reasons for- Renouncmg -
Spn'xtuahsm ' .

Ix The Spiritualist, of Feb 12, 18;0, pub-
lished in London, Eng., we find the follo‘ying
interesting statements-from one who has: récov-

ered herself from this fascinating delusion, and' |

who is therefore prepared to spea,k in 1eference
to ib =
* A lady who has been a splmtuallst for some
years and who ha,s made conslderable sacrrﬁces
n consequence, has sent us the folloWlng letter
entitled, “ Seven Reesons for renouncing Mod—
ern Spiritualism :’
1. Tt is the most subtle form of - Antichrist

in all the world. To be told that some spirit~

ualists believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their

Saviour does not.satisfy, when at the same time

| they are identified with a class of persons who,

for the most part, deny him to be the trué ob-
ject of worship, and his rule as ‘¢ ng of kings
and Lord of lords.™

2. Spiritualists, by professmn and pra,ctlce,
are more occupied with the return of spirits to
our earth than they are with,the return of
Jesus, the Redeemer of mankind, info their
hearts. * ) _ ‘

3. The’ communications of spirits, whether
true or false as to fact, are not- direct miessages
Jrom the Lord thereford valueless to ‘any one
seeking only, and rntelhgently to know and do
his will. Well is it when ‘“take’ heed how ye
hear ” (and to whom ye listen) is heard in, the

““still small voice.’ R

4. The miserable consequéences of abandon-
ing faith in Christ for the false teachings and
prophesyings of mediums are now proved by a
restored believer in him. There is an infinite
difference between orderly and disorderly medi-
umship. When the Christian consecrates.all his-
wonderful gifts and faeul’ties""to the Lord’s ser-
vice, he is a medium, for him, and guarded
against evil. Lying spirits, who obviously infest
the.cirele room, making havoc among the Souls
of men, women, and children, have no power
to dece1ve those who keep out of it ‘“for con-
science’ sake.” .

5. By sitting for spirit influence, in public
or private, it can never be proved what class of
spirits or demons is at work; and though thou-
sands, it may be millions, have been convinced
of immortality on'such occasions, the Christian,
who knows his life is ‘“hid with’ Chrlst in God,”
can spend time better-

6._ A full retraction of views held tenaciously
for six years is necessary, because the one who
writes was. so earnest an investigator, having
been given rare opportunities of studying the °
effects resnlting from manifestations of all kinds.
““What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch,”
is & warning given by Him who is ‘‘the same
yesterday, to-day,.and forever.” °

7.+ The creed and ‘‘manmer of:life” of so-
called spiritualists, as a rule, have mo corre-
spondence with a life of self-sacrifice, the only
truly happy one. It may be for good that one
whose interior sight is in a degree opened,
should recall the fact that the apostle Paul

prea,ched the faith he. once destroyed,” and
that Peter’s denial of his Lord was followed by
similar results. In searching the Scriptures,
then, the soul is met in every state; and ‘‘be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life,” is in harmony with the aspira-
tions of an’ Ex-SPIRITUALIST.

" In response to these oiv'er\;vhelming facts and
telling statements the editor of the Spiritualist
writes a long reply. He drives on like: one
drearily grasping after something that will meet
the difficulty he has on hand, but does not find
it. A fewflings against God, as a bloody tyrant,
&c., are as near as he comes to answering the
d:un'wmg revelations set forth i in the communi-
catlon ) U. 8.

£

" ATTENTION IN PRAYER.—A pious Jew, while
on a journey, perceived that the hour of the eve-
ning prayer had arrived. He stopped, and
prayed to God. Lost in his meditation, his
heart lifted heavenward, he did not reply to a
nobleman, who passing that way, stood still and
saluted him. - Enraged at the Jew’s apparent
rudeness, the nobleman waited until he had-fit-
ished his prayers, and then angrily addressed
him: ‘““Wretch! why didst thou not return my -
salutation? I havea good mind to pumsh thee
for thy incivility. o« Frlend ” the Hebrew re-
plied, “if thou wert standing before thy king
and spoke to him, and one of thy friends
passed thee and saluted thee, wouldst thou leave
abruptly the king. and ‘turn to thy friend ?”
¢ Certainly not ; I would not dare do such a
thing.” ““ Now,” said the Hebrew, “judge if
I have done’ r1ght or wrong in not returning thy
salutation.. I stood before the King of kings,
the Almlghty ‘Creator,of the. world, offering to -

}Hnn my prayer -of supphcatwn how dared I

“Thou hast
“go thy way

leave Him and turn to,thee?”.
done Well,”.the nobleman said ;
in peace.”—From the Talmud.

To BREAK Bap Hasrrs. '——Understand clearly
the Teasons, and all the reasons, why the habit
is injurious. Study the subject till there is no
lingering doubt in ;your mind.- Avoid .the
places, the persons, the thoughts, that lead to
temptation. Frequent the places, associate
with the- persons, indulge the thoughts, that
will. keep you away from temptation. Keep
busy. Idleness is the strength of bad habits.
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The Family Altar.
b -
0 come, let us WOl'Shlp and bow down ; let us kneel
before our Maker .
(_,om: to the place of prayer ;
Parents and children, come and kneel before
Your God, and with united hearts adore

Him whose alone your life and being are.

v o

Come to the place of prayer, '+
1. Ye band of loving hearts ; oh!'core and raise,
With one consent, the grateful song of praise,

To hnn \vho blessed you with a lot so fair.

Come in the" mormng hour!; . -
Who, who hath raised you from the dreams of- mght?
Whose hand hath poured a,round thee cheermg light?
‘ Con‘rze and edore that heavenly power

. Come‘at the close of - day ) .o
Ere wearied nature sinks in gentle rest !
Come and let all your sins be here_confesséd 3
. Come, and for His:protecting mercy pray.
" : . Has sorrow’s withering blight | 5
+ Your dearest bopes in desolation laid, - -
. And the once cheerful home in gloom arrayed?. . .
. Yet pray, for He can turn the gloom»to light. -,

ot Has sickness entered in "' } el Wk L
. Your, peaceful mansion? then let prayer ascend -
On wings of faxth to that 3:11"’1'31010118 Friend

Who camé to heal the’ blfrter pa.ms of’ sm
oY

"Come to the pl:we of pra.yer ) :
At morn, at- night—in gladness, or in g'rxef—
" Surroiind the throne of grace ; there seek relief,’
Oh!' pay your free and ‘gratefil homege there.

So in the world a,bove,
Parents and-cliildren all may meet at Ia.st
. When this your weary pilgrimage is past, «
...To mingle there théir joyful notes of love. el k
: —A8el.

Ta .
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Progress _ df ,the Wor}:.

In" a recent' articlefrom Elder Hagkell,
headed The Past and the Present, we read i—
In one of the first’ pubhcatlons ever igstred
upon .the Sabbath;. as fespecially connected
with the warning concerning the day: of God, |
a brief expoeltlon was .given of Rev. 7, in
which the writer, stated his belief that the
144,000 there’ referred to, apphed to those
who should emblace the truths of the third
angels message. But” for years after this
view Wwas taken their numbers were so few
that every known-believe: - “in ‘these truths
could be written to in one evening by one
individual. In. those days, when any one
embraced .the Sabbath' as connected -with
* prophecy;. East.or West, his case- was dis-
cussed, over "and -over, by the few :who .had
already taken. their stand for the. truth.
Thus slowly but surely d1d the Work move
on for the first few years. "~
" But what''has one quarter of a century
wrought in' this work? -Tustead of "a slow
hand -press’ in rented roomu, this people’ find
themselves "in  possession of* tliree’ power-
presses with. three large printing houses east
of the plains; while another .on the Pacific
Coast is to pe erected, and a cylinder power-
press is ready to be placed in it as soon as it
is completed. And instead of a cmpet—bag
, edition of a semi-monthly paper, three weekly
periodicals and four monthlies are published,
_ including one;in the Danish: language and
one in the Swedish, with an | ‘aggregate circu-
lation of about. 50,000, Bemdes, tons of
books, pampbhlets; and tracts, are shipped to
various parts of this country, and to different
parts of Burope. Then the various Tract
Societies are not only operating in.their own
respectlve Conferences, but are sending read-
ing ‘matter to every State and - Terntory in
this country, and to Eur ope, Asia, and Africa.
Letters are contmually being received by
those interested in the Sabbath reform, which
show that the seeds- of truth thus sown are
already yielding an abundant harvest, and
that ‘souls are embracing these truths and re-
joleing in them in every part of the civilized
world.
We hail w1th joy every omen of the prog-
ress of this work. The publishing of the
paper on the. Pacific Coast marks a new era
in this cause, Like our other periodicals, it
"is designed for missionary work, and should
find its way to all parts of the’ world. Ouwr
brethren, Hast and West, should feel that it
is our paper; and while they should hecome
paying subscribers themselves, so that it may
be self-sustaining, and .that they may be in-
formed relative to the local news of the work
on the Pacific Coast, they, should also take
an active interest in its general cnculatlon
The catise is one. The work is the same
throughout the world. "It is asingle message
of Wwarning to the inhabitants of the earth.
Wé should unite our interests to support
every branch of this work. Our hearts
should ‘be enlarged to take.in this cause in
it8 every department, and feel for its interest

| days.

'to my brother and kept the other,

as we would for our own offspring. More of
a personal interest should be taken in the
Sicxs, published on the Pacific Coast.

Here we insert some extracts from letters,

that our brethren may form some idea of the

present developments of this work, and the
utility of judicious missionary labor.
first is from a letter which appeared in the
Sabbath Recorder, and was written to Bro.

"William M. Jones, of London, who is especial-

ly interested in the Sabbath cause. The writer
lives in Gréat Grunsby, Eng. The extract
is as follows :—— . '
4T am glad to tell you that I am now
keeping the true Sabbath, and, having put

my hand to the plow, I.shall, with God’s

help, remain true to the end.. I must tell
you that some kind friend [Adventist] ‘has
sent me two copies of the Addvent Review,
containing a most, powerful article on the
Sabbath 'question, entitled, ‘Who Changed
the Sabbath?’ which has so convinced me
that T have not only adopted the Sabbath
myself, but have ordered 8 printer to copy
the article ‘on “one sheet for distribution.
Two thousand ‘copies will be' ready in a few
_I have come across anothér doubter
as to the Sabbath, a gentleman in our neiorh-
borhood to whom I have given some papers.”
Thus the publications on the Sabbath ques-
tion fall_into the lands of some who so far
partake of the missionary spirit and work
that they reprmt and digtribute by thousands.
A man in Belfast, Ireland, who recelved

1 the Sabbath without readmg any pubhcatwns

save the Bible, and without thé aid of a

| teacher, save the Spirit of God, writes to me :

: “Less than nine months ‘ago I thought 'T

| was alone among- Christians in keepmg the

Sabbath. Now every day is adding to my
joy by the news that others knew of the Sab-
bath of the Lord before I was born, and some
even here where it seemed to be thomughly
smmped out.”

In conversatmn with h1s compamon at sea

| heé says] «I 'was asked if T could tell the rea-

son for the differences of opinion among those
worshiping the.same God, as the Mahometans
keep Friday, the 'Jews, Saturday, and the
Christians, Sunday. T told. him that I' had
been taught in the Presbyterian church, that
we had the.example of the apostles and the
early. fathers, and :that the.work of redemp-
tion was greater than the work of creation.
‘Whether he was satisfied with this explana-
tion or not, I cannot tell; but I was. not.
As goon as I had time I. went to my Bible
to look for proof, butr T looked in vain. I
examined the confession of faith I had with
me for its proofs. The change was theére,
but the proof was 1 proof atall. I searched
every book I could lay my hands on, but to
no purpose, as they were all by first-day
| writers. All this time I wag silent.. None
but God knew what I was searching for, not
even the .one. who made the remark which
caused me to examine this subject.

< After a time, T came home to Glasgow,
and told my mind to a missionary, expecting
him to help me. in the search, but met with
a poor receptii)n Thereupbn I told all I
came in contact ‘with that’ "Sunday was not
the Lord’s Sabbath but never’met any one
who fell' in with my views, except my wife,
until I. saw an advertisement for Sabbath-
keepers in the Belfast Weekly News. Please
send one of- your papers to ‘ . He
has been searching for the change of the Sab-
bath for some time.- . Have given him some
tracts, but he is still anxious for more infor-
mation. .

“T have read ma,ny of your tracts and
books, supplied me. by Rev. W. M. Jones, of
London, ‘and like all T have read: Have
tead the ‘History of the Sabbath,’ by An-

-drews, and like it all, especially the last two

chapters, I admire your church government
as recorded on page 506 of that work. I re-
ceived two copies of one of your publications,
¢ Scripture References.” I gave one of ‘them
The one
my brother had, has been read by one. and
another so much that- he says if is now so
soiled that it is difficult to rgad it; yet
they come for it, one as soon as another gets
done with it. He tells those who want it
where. it is, but rather than wait for it, it
would be better to write for another. My
brother and I could give away many more

‘tracts, but we do not give thém unless we

think they will be read. .

“T cannot close without saying that I -am
conscious of the great work you are engaged
in. Go where we will, on. the seventh day,
we see that the commandment is broken.
‘We hear of .idolaters worshiping images of
wodd and stone. This is only bleakmv one
of the commandments. What are we better
than they ¥ Surely more will be required of
us.”

But to come. back to this cointry where
the missionary work is more systematized,
and the friends are more numerous. Wher-
ever there is steady, persevering, sacrificing

The

-Bro.

labor put forth for the advancement of the
cause of truth, God is blessing these labors.
T make one more extract from a letter re-
cently received from the President of the
Minnesota Conference :— .

“At our quarterly meeting at Medford
two weeks ago, six new Sabbath-keepers were
present that I never saw before. They live
twelve miles away in the timbered land, and
they report two or three others keeping the
Sabbath in their neighborhood. We appoint-
ed two of our cliurch as a committee “to visib
them at théir homes, help them start prayer-
meetings, and labor as duty demands, until
we can send other help. !

“ Last Sabbath at Hutchinson more new
Sabbath-keepers attended the meeting for the
first time.

the Foice for a few weeks. He reports that
his neighbors. are very much interested to
read hlS paper. He says it is stirring the
whole neighboihood. One of his newhbms
who is aninfidél; comes to his house and
reads it. He often throws the paper dowal
because of the things it teaches, yet he does
not leave until he reads it through. *

“J hear of men and families in all d11'ec-
tions who are becoming very much interested
by reading the Reformer and the Voice.”

Add to the above items the facts which
are continually coming to light—such as a
company of . forty-six in Prusma not ‘only
keeping the Sabbath of the Lord, but believ-

ing in the soon coming of Chnst a small |
company in Ttaly; anothe1 in Hungaly 51

another in Austria; and still another in Hol-
land,- places Whele human agencies have
never called their attention to these doctrines,
yet the Bible, accompanied by.the Spirit of
God, is leading them into these truths, which
are to. prepare a people for the revelation of
the Son of man in the clouds of heaven—and
we can but exclaim, “This is the Lord’s
doing ; it is marvelous in our eyes.” , We
look with' wonder and astonishment at the
progress of this work within the last few
years, and especlally at its present magnitude.

Not’ only in the Western Conferenqe% do
we see evidences that God is blessing this
truth as never before in its history, but there
are some tokens” of good in the- Eastern
States, where there are more influences detui-
mental to the progress of this work than in
some other portions of the field. We have
been made to rejoice since coming to the
New England Conference to learn that .Jnear-
ly seventy-five are known to have embraced
the Sabbath during the past year. Quite a
goodly number of these have never heard a
sermon. Let us pray to God to inspire our
hearts with courage a,nd understandmcr zedl
in hls cause.

Doings at thé Hub.

DourtLEss many readers of the Review
are aware of the fact that even here in the
puritanical city of Boston,, there are those
who have the audacity to transact their le-
gitimate business on Sunday; much to the
annoyaincee, though not to the disturbance, of
their church-going neighbors.

'‘One brother in partlculal, being engaged
in a mercantile business and centr ally located,
appears to be a source of great trouble to our
first-day keepers, for his shamefacedness in

opening his place of business on the so-called

Lord's day, not only sinning himself, as they
think, but causing others to w111quy violate
the Sabbath (Sunday).

Some months ago, twenty-five or more of
professed Christians met at a private house
in this neighborhood under the garb of a re-
ligious gathering, but in reality to devise

ways and plans whereby. to effectually pre- |
vent this Sunday-breaker from opening his |

store for the transaction of business, on what

they callthe Sabbath, although he in nowise |,

interferes or meddles with their observance,
creed, or doctrines. _

But to show the inconsistency of some
people, yes, and some of the very ones who
were loud in their denunciations against
for no other offense than that of
following the example set by Jehovah him-
self, viz., of commencing his business upon
.the first day of the week (Sunday), it is bat’
proper to say that they will, when separated
from their clique, purchase their Sunday din-
ners on their first-day Sabbath. Even while
on their way to meeting, they will enter a
'side door, leave their opders, and pass out
another way, after strictly charging the pro-
prietor not to drive his team in front of their
house to deliver the goods, exulting over the
idea of not being observed by their brethren.

Even the ministers themselves are guilty
of this course. I have known one on'a cold
winter morning to go into the store in ques-
tion, sit down by the register and carefully

Jlook over his written sermon before entermg

the meeting-house.

Twelve or fifteen others came in’
and appeared to be interested. A man that
lives twelve miles from Hutchinson has had.

Some two weeks aoro I was in thls saime -
store when a Umversehst munster entered
to make’some purchases. Tt was fot-long

before he opened his batteries’upon-the :pro-

prietor of 'the store; and commencedsiwith
these words: “IfI had the power,Ixwould
have no more. Sabbath [Sunday]:breakingyin
this vicinity, but.;would drive you J udanzmg
Christians to the forests for. shelter.\,. This
expression brought forth an outburst of mer-r
riment from the by-standers. But Wwhéii our
clerical fiiend was ‘quietly mformed that th1s
power so coveted would soon be his’; “that.
the inage to the beast was now. in "process’of
formation, and would soon be fuily developed ;
‘that all 'who would-receive the mark of “the:
beast must ultlmately drink’of the unmmgled
wrath of Géd ; and that the message’ of Rev.
14, was a merciful warning sent outtos pre-
pare the people of God for the coming;danger,
it was too much for him, he became confused, -
excited, and declared that the prophecies,of '
Daniel and Revelation .were beyond our com-
prehension, and left "the.store slmmm.mg the
door behind him which brought the laucrh on.
the other side of the house.

But during the night our friend had “tiime-
for 1eﬂect10n, and havmg forgotten a pértion -
of his.errand to the store, he sent his.son; a
lad of twelve years, to complete his purchase
on Sunday morning. TIs this not afulﬁllment

of .2 Tim, 3:51 . ' D it
: o ‘ M "Woob.,
Boston, March 7, 1876. oo
: - o — + g
' Found at Last:
: L LA

A RECENT convert from the Roman Catholic-
church writes to the Reviéw and Heo ald, for
April 1, as follows :—

“I have found them. Here they are
Here is the little band marching on to wctory,
on.whose banner i§ inscribed the ten com-
mandments of the living God and the voépel
of his dear Son Jesus. Here ‘are they that.
‘keep the commandments of God, and’ the
faith of Jesus.” Here are they ‘for whom I
long have sought, and mourned: because I
found them not’ But thank God I have
found them at last. I have’ found a _people:
who are earnestly teaching all men"to obey
all the commandments of (de who are loudly
calling for all people to search the holy Serip-
tures, to believe in God and prepare for the
soon coming of our Lord. and Saviour, Jesus:
Christ.”

.Our brother appreciates the posmon the
message calls upon us to take on the Sabbath
question, and the bearing .of the religious
amendment movement on this question.  On
this point he says :—

“The pope of Rome has created a com-
mandment that makes void the fourth com-
mandment of God, and if we keep this com-
mandment of the pope then do we each of
us make void God's commandments, which
are holy and of more value than gold, and
silver, or any or all earthly treasures. We
make void God’s holy Sabbath, trample upon .
his holy and just law, and worship the beast.’
‘When America, or any of the States of
America, compel us to keep the pope’s Sun-
day in place of God’s holy Sabbath, I ask
from my heart, Is she not compelhnv us to
worship the beast and receive his mark?
And there are many who hope soon to estab-
lish a Sunday law throughout our .country.
Then can we say that the propheecy. of
the two-horned bheast is truly fulfilled. .

¢ Pray for me,.and all others who, like me,
stand alone ; yet I am not alone; for God is
with me ; but pray’ that I may grow strong
in knowledge, faith, and love, and pure and
undefiled religion. J. R. PuriNToN.”

Madison Co., O

- .
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Bad for Tobacco.,

THE trembling which is one of the usual
symptoms of acute, is also a- common result
of chronic, nicotism. A very distinguished
Parisian physician had hands that shook so
much that he could not write. ., Whenever he
remained , without tobacco for any length of
time these tr emblings disappeared. .Another
case mentioned by Blatin is noteworthy. A
mah of forty-five years consulted him respect-
ing violent and numerous attacks of .vertigo.
When he felt one of these approaching, he
was obliged to lie down wherever lie might
bé, to avord falling. In the country, where
he had plenty of exercise, they were less fre-
quent than in the town, Where his occupation
was sedentary. Cessation from tobacco quick-
ly restored him. A physician -of . fifty-two
was afflicted with similar disagreeable.gymp-
toms, and was also cured by abstinence.
Habit had .become so strong, that he could.
not resist at times' the temptatlon to slight
indulgence, Finding that these  returns 'to

tobacco were immediately followed by ‘his

old, painful attacks, he renounced ‘it forever.

—]’opular Setence Monthiy Y.
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« Beloved, I wish above all things that thou ma);est
-prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prosperet
.3 John 2. ,

Bible Hygiene.

i . . .

In the records of God’s providential deal-

ings with the race, the Hebrews hold a high
rank, These descendants of the worthy pa-
triaréhs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were
proud of the blood in their veins, and, in the
days of Christ, are heard to say boastfully,
“We have Abraham to our father.”
. Abraham was'a truly grand character in
his day. “I know him,” says the great God,
“that he will command his children and his
household after him.” Gen. 18:19: He is
madé the father of all the faithful. Rom. 4:
11, 16. The reason his children were to be
in ‘number like the dust of the earth, Gen,
13 :186, or, as the sand upon the sea- shore
chap. 29 : 17, or, as the stars of heaven, chap.
15:5; 26: 4, is given thus: « Because that
Abraham’ obeyed my voice, and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and
my laws.” Verse 5. The secret of his moral
greatness lay in the fact that he was true to
principle, and possessed unlimited faith in
God, and in his providential dealings with the
faithful.

There is much of thrilling interest in the
sacred sketches of Isaac, of Jacob and his
twelve sons, the slavery of Joseph, his eleva-

. tion, the subsequent slavery of the Hebrews,
- and their miraculous deliverance. God de-
signed to do great things for them ; hence his
prohibitions which restricted appetite, and
provided for them the most healthful food.

During four hundred and thirty years of
slavery in a heathen land, the habits of the
Hebrews became more or less corrupted. And
as their moral power became weak, in the
same degree appetite and passion grew
stronger. With an outstretched arm; God
brought them from the land os servitude into
the wilderness, where he purposed to reform
them. ' Their wrong habits in Egypt ~had
made them irritable, and had disqualified
them to endure the pangs of thirst, or the
gnawings of perverted appetite. -

Their wrong habits were such that a
change to the simple manna was a great one.
But this change, God being judge what was
best for them, was necessary to their physi-
cal, mental, and moral good. * God well knew
that unless they could control appetite, they
could not be controlled by law ; hence the
test in restricting them to the manna. ¢ Then
said the Lord unto Moses, Behold I will rain
bread from Heaven for you; and the people
shall go out and gather a certain’ rate every
day, that I may prove them whethe1 they
will walk in my law, or no.’

God designed to blmg a whole nation near

to himself, and give them opportunity to de-]

velop a perfect character before him. He
tested them on appetite, 4s he did our first
parents in Eden, and with about the same
results, Had they stood the test, God would
‘have taken them through the wilderness in
the brief spage of cleven days, and would
have triumphantly, planted the hosts of Is-
racl whom he had borne on eagle’s wings
from Egypt to the land of promise,

But the Hebrews failed to endure God’s
test. Appetite dethroned reason, and reigned
in childish murmurings and rebellion. And
as a consequence of yielding to the clamors of
corrupted appetite they wandered forty years
in the wilderness, and strewed their carcasses
all along the way, so that only two of the
adults that left Egypt were permitted to reach
the good land of promise. Let the sacred
records be carefully searched, and see if the
murmurings of the children of Israel, which
are made very prominent in both the Old

Testament and the New, may not be traced-

back in every case to restrictions, or to their
fears, as to what they should eat and drink,
-The waters of Marah were bitter, and a
Ofenera,l cry of murmuring rang throuch the
. host ‘of Israel, and reached the ear of Moses
“ 'What. shall we drink? A certain tree cast
into.. the waters made them sweet. This
quieted their murmurings for the time. And
-the Lord ¢ made for them a statute and an
" ordinance, and there he proved them, and
said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the
‘voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that

which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear

to his commandments and keep all his stat-
utes, I will put none of these diseases upon
thee which I have brought upon.the Eoyp
tians ; for I am the Tord that healeth thee.”
The gracious God of the Hebrews regarded
the health of his people as a_matter of first
importance. He promised ‘them health if
théy would obey. ‘Indeed, no fact appears
more distinet upon the Sacred’Record than
that, in the gleat Work of refornnno' them,

and restoring them from wrong habits con-
tracted in Ewypt God commenced with the
appetite.

And the Lord does not propose to work
miracles for the health of his people while

'they indulge in habits injurious to health.

He de51gns to make them healthy and happy
by restricting their diet, and thereby restoring
natural appetite and mild temper. He was
soon to take his people to.the land of prom-

ise, a second Eden marred somewhat by ‘the.

curse, and establish them there.a healthy,
holy people. But before doing this, he
would reform them in their d1etetlc hatblts
by taking them back, step by step, as near
as possible to the purity of his original pumé
pose when he provided the simple fruits,
grains, and vegetables, as the best food for
man.

Thirty days after the departure from
Egypt, the Hebrews were encamped in: the
‘Wilderness of Sin, and there the circumstances
of their position tested their trembling faith.
It was evident that the chances for food were
against them, unless God should work a per-
petual miracle. And the infidel question
was murmured through the camp, ¢ Can God
furnish a table in thé wilderness?” And
the whole congregation murmured against
Moses and Aaron, saying, “ Would to God
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
iand of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots,
and when we did eat bread to the full ; for
ye have brought us.forth into this. Wllderness
to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
Ex. 16:3. -

The case was an urgent one. Something
must be done.” The people wmust have food,
And the necessity of his people was God’s
opportunity there to send them supplies from
Heaven, It came in abundance, and lay
round about the host. The God and Father
of his people most certainly gave them food
which was - best adapted to their wants.
‘Well, did he send down to them cattle, sheep,
swine, lobsters, oysters, clams, eels, and the
like, tea, coffee, and tobacco? This he could

‘have done, 'and would have done, if these

were necessary to life and health. But none
of these were given. 'What, did. the God of
Israel provide as food for that vast host!
The simple language of the Sacred Record
gives the following interesting facts :—

“Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold,
I will rain bread from Heaven for you; and
the people shall go out and gather a certain
rate every day, that I may prove them,
whether they will walk in my law, or no.”
Ex. 16 :4. God was about to repeat his law
inthe ears of all the people. Would they
obey? Their -appetites and passions were
such that the mgtter was one of doubt. This,
however, seems to be established in the Di-
vine Mind, that unless they could control
appetite, they could not be controlled by law.
God proposes to prove their moral powers,
and he does this by testing them in the mat-
ter of appetite.

From the description of the manna given
in Num., 11:7, 8, one might safely conclude
that it would be quite as disagreeable to
morhid taste as graham bread. Its shape,

‘color,, taste, and the manner in which it was

prepared for food, are thus given: “And the
manna was as conander seed, and the color
thereof as -the color of bdellium And the
people went about and  gathered it, and
ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and

ba.ked it in pans, and made cakes of it; and

the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.”
It appears from the record that the people
were not at first restricted to manna alone,
In the morning they were to eat of the
manna, and in the -evening they were to eat
of the flesh of the qualls Whether flesh
was given them once a day at first, that the
change of their habits might be more gradual,
or because of their frenzied murmurings, may
be amatter of debate. But at a later period
they were vestricted to,manna alone, as the
following ‘statement of then’ fw.ntxc mm-
muring shows —
. «And the mixed multitude that wds

-among them fell a lusting ; and the children

of Israel also wept again, and said, Who
shall. give us flesh to eat? We remember
the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely;
the.cucumbers and the melons, and the leeks,
and the onions, and the garlic. But now our
soul is dried away. There is nothing at all
beside this manna, before our eyes” Num,
11:4-6. God gave them flesh—not because
it was best for them—Dbus to teach them that
he Dbest knew their real needs. As other
means of ‘instruction had failed, he let them
‘have their own way this time to humble them
‘and bring them to submission. Ceer

t The leadel of murmuring Israel was in-
structed to say to his people, “And ye shall
‘eat flesh ; for ye have wept.in the ears of the

{Lord saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat?|.
for it was well with -us in Egypt ; .therefore | . -

the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.

e shall not eat one day, nor- two  days, nor !

five days, neither ten days, nor twenty. days,
but even a whole month, until it come out at
your nostrils and it be loathsome unto you ;
because that ye have despised the Lord which
is among you, and have wept before him,
saying why came we forth out of Egypt P
Chap 11 : 18-20.

Wé "are sometimes gravely informed’ by
those knowing gentlemen who give their in-
fluence on the side of indulgence of morbid
taste, that the appetite mdmates that which
is best adapted to the wants of the systen®
And tens of thousands are.acting the glut-
ton, and hastening to a premature, wretched
end over this miserable untruth. How ter-
ribly false in the case of the Hebrews! "On
the same ground men' may justify the drunk-
ard, the opium inebriate, and the tobacco
slave Jow
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EMIGRATION TO CALIFORV’IA

THE tide of emigration to California seems
to be increasing, rather than growing less,
The recent cold winter East, and the cold
snap of this spring, taken in contrast with
the flattering reports of the mild climate of
California, has doubtless much to do in in-
ducing eastern people to leave their homes
and settle in the newer country and milder
climate of California. Reports of large wages

-and easily acqulred fortunes doubtless mﬁuence

many.
The 'S+ 7. Clronicle says “From present
indications it does not seem at all unreasona-

ble to estimate that 150,000 persons will be |

added to the population of:California before
the close of the present year. "Though it is
yet early in the season, our numbers are ‘be-
ing reinforced at the rate of 6,000 persons
per month.

“The accommodamon of the large increas-
ing emigration is a matter of serious- impor-
tance Where to place them, and how best
to provide for them, is Worthy of considera-
tion. Many of the new-comers are doubtless
advised by persohs who have visited the State
as pioneers of the different localities from

| which they come, and have determined to

what part of the State they will go ; others
will join relatives, friends or newhbms with
whowm they have previously consulted but
there are large numbers who come without
any definite idea as to where they will locate.
or in what occupation they will engage.”

. Many thus meet with great disappoint-
ment. The flattering reports of plenty of oc-
cupation with high wages for all who may
choose to come to this. coast no matter what
their calling or trade, or whethe1 they have
any at all, cause many to leave good oppor-
tunities and friends in the East, and without
definite knowledge of the customs and oppor-
tunities of Callfomxa embark upon a venture,
risking the consequences. Many are thus
disappointed; and if they have money enough
left will take the return train inside of a week.
Numerous instances of this kind -have fallen
under our personal observation. Those who
are obliged to earn money to, pay their return
fare, usually find employment and become

contented, and when they have enough saved.

to return, have made up their mmds to stay.

" California, above many other sections of

country, requires indomitable perseverance
and a fixed purpose. More than this, per-
sons seldom can jump into good positions
without personal acqualntance and a person-
al knowledge, by the émployer, of the capa-
bilities of the employe, and his adaptability
to the position to be filled. - Every man 1ig
independent here, and stands or falls upon
his own merits. California is a little world
by itself, and a recommendation is usally as
worthless as. the paper upon which it is
written.

To parties mtendmu a 1emov&l to Califor-
nia, we would therefore recommmend :—

I. That they have a fixed purpose, and
an object in coming to this coast.

2. That they put themselves in commu-
nication with some friend hefe upon whose
iudgment they can rely, and have some pros-
pect in view before coming.

3. If the mind is fully ‘made up to' come
to California, come with a fixed determina-
tion to succeed, and expect discouragements
at first. We know men of .education who

are now commanding good salaries, who had

to commence work at the plow, and have
worked up. Farmers must remember that
seasons are altogether different here than in
the Fast, and that they will have to learn
their trade over again here,” The planting |}
geason is in the winter, and “the idle time
comes between spring zmd haa vest ,

K3

FLOODED RAILROAD

The recent warm weather has so rapidly
melted the snow on the mountains overlook-

|ing the Bitter Creek Valley, that the streams

are swolleh to -enormous size. , ‘Ten miles of

‘the Union Pacific Railroad is reported swept

away, and the flood still rising.. Dispatches
to the S. F. Chronicle of April 17th, report :
“The water in Butte Creek is still rising and
is considerably higher to-day than yesterday.
There are three bridges gone and large por-
tions of track washed “out in different places.
From all we can hear to-day it would not
appear probable that any ‘train can pass, over
the road for a week yet, and even that will
depend upon the weather. If the weather
continues warm and thé siow melts, the dif-
ficulty in this place will be increaséd, besides
endangering the road at many other points.
The wires are down east of. Green River thig
morning. On -account of the flood and the
want of means of conveyance, it is difficult to
get at the breaks which. are at the washou

It is reported from Omaha that 2,000 de-
layed passengers are being fed at the expense
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company.

" COLD SNAP IN THE EAST'AND SOUTH.

CHICAGO, Apnl 17.—_The extfaordinary
cold snap continues here, and reports .from
all parts of- the West and Southeast show’ i
to be general. The fruit crop has doubtless
suffered very seriously, and in many localitiés
it is reported entirely killed. The thermome-
ter here last night marked zero, and to-day
snow has been falling all day.

ToroNTo, April 16.—Kingstown and Port

Oolborne harbors are again blocked with ice.
Five inches of snow has fallen at Seaforth

'since last night, and it is still snowing and

freezing. | .
MeumprHIs, April 17.—There was a heavy

‘frost .Jast night, killing vegetables and seri-

ously damaging'if not killing fruit.
Nasavitte (Tenn.), April 17.—A heavy
west and northwest wind has prevailed here
the last 36 hours, extending as far south as
Montgomery, Ala. ..This morning ice was an
eighth of an inch thick at Cormth Miss. All
exposed vegetation was frozen here this
morning. It is believed that all the fruit,
cotton, and wheat in this and ad;ommu
States are seriously injured, if not entirely
killed.
THE WAR CLOUD IN EUROPE.

New Yorgk, April 12.—A special to the
Herald by cable from Paris says that a waris
again threatened, involving Russia, Italy,
Austria, Germany, and ance Bxsmarck

'is the promoter of this war and the Papacy is

the pretext. Many signs indicate that the
illustrious’ Chancellor’s intellect, long the
wonder and admiration of the w011d has be-’
come enfeebled, and in his fractiousness, he is
even seeking battle with the gigantic shad-
ows of a sick-brain, .

CoNsTANTINOPLE, April 14.—A terrible
slaughter of Christians has just been reported
from Roumelia, The Turks in large num-
bers made an attack upon a portion of the
town occupied by the Christians, and a des-
perate encounter resulted. Two hundred and
seventy Christians, many of them women
and children, were massacred. There is
great excitement among the Eur opeans over
the outrage

THE INDIANS.

April 6, 2000 Indians revolted from the
Cheyenne Agency, and are on the war path.
They were pursued by 60 cavalry under Cap-

‘tain Rafferty, and three companies under
| General Neill.

A meeting took place in
which 16 of the troops were killed and wound-
ed. The Indians escaped in the night.

CHicago, April 17.—Kansas City advices

' state that 800 Cheyenne warriors crossed the

track of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
Railroad Thursday night, fifteen ‘miles east of .
Akin. -They were going north ,passing through
the State of Kansas, and a company of troops
was sent from Fort Dodge.in pursuit. -

when it became evident that the Indians had
separated and .scatter ed over the prairies.
They are undoubtedly on the war path, and
bloody work may be expected.

-1 FIRES.

+ New Yorx, April 11.—A disastrous fire,

involving the total loss of ‘about $300,000,
occ\ured in the building 57 and 59 Worth

street to-day.

¢ Trrusvitie (Pa.), April 11.—A fire at.
Millerstown, Pa., this morning, broke out in'”
Bluestone’s confectlonery store, which in two
hours déstroyed forty buildings. The losses
will not be less than $100, 000

CarLiy, Apiil 11.—The hotel in this place
caught ﬁ1e at three o ‘clock this aftérnoon and

| burned to the ground together with a small

dwelling-house in the rear of the hotel Loss
$5000. -

*The -
Indian trail was followed about twenty miles, -

.
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,Sa,n Francisco and Oakland.

‘Tugse places are 1mportant pomts for the
cause ' of presEnt truth’ upon the Pac1ﬁc Coast.
‘We are glad to w1tness a growing 1nte1est in
San ‘Francisco and Oakland” Not only is tHe
zeal of our brethren and sisters increasing, but
othe1 s, one after another, are conung out -to
obey the truth. — S

. I spoke in San Franclsco last Sabbath to a
full housé, and was introduced, after meeting,
to several ' who had embraced the Sabbath within
the last few days. Sister White spoké there ox
first- day evening to a large and deeply 1nterest-
ed audience. - '

I fully ¢oncur in "thé remarks, of Bro ‘White,
that San Francisco will always be'a new field.
It is the entry-port for the world to this whole
Pacific Coast. The populatmn, to a great ex-
tent, is continually changmg ; .and, for this
reason, all must see that the statement that a
comn‘xo‘dlous house of- worship’is needed there,
is b once not only consistent’ and ' reasonable,
but it is a necessity, if. we would moéve in the
opening'providence of God and help the people
placed within our réach:

‘While I was speaking Sabbath.in San Fran-
cisco, sister White was speaking to a. full house
of 1nterested hearers in Oakland. -

" First-day. was 'a profitable day for the'churches
of San Francisco and Oakland, who were assem-
" bled. at the hall in Oakland; and listened to
stirring remarks from brother and sister ‘White
on the progress. of the cause, and the ‘responsi-
hilities of the work at the present time.  Their
words were accompanled by the Splrxt of God
to the hearts of the people..

The fact that the publishing interests of the

cause in Cahforma are here, in addition to'what-

we have mentioned above, makes San Francisco
and Oakland nnportant points. :
The Certificate of Incorporat1on for ‘thé Pa-

cific Seventh-day Adventist Publlshlng Associa-
tion has been received from the Secretary of’

State. This"week the by-laws are to be adopted,
the Directors receive a deéd for the site for the

Office now held by two brethren, and soon we

shall have-an Office of publication erected here
in Oakland.

The Lord will bless, as he has already done,
the® efforts of his people as'we move on in his
opemng prowdence to avail ourselves of the' op-
pottunity 'to scatter the truth to all surroundlng
us.
shall see a Ureat harvest of souls as the result.
8o may it be _J N. LOUGHBPROU(}H.

I

Woodland, Cal. .

THOUGH weakened by a sevele cold I have
had excellent- freedom in speaklng since my re-
turn to this place, and the interest of those spec-
ially interested seems to: increase.
pointments out over next first-day, when my.
labor will close here. During the week I'shall
visit all I possibly can, and so leave the work
in as good condition as possible. ©J.H W,

>
-

Beecher’s Theology.

THE popular rel1glon of the dayus essent1ally~

worldly and humian; its theology is sentimen-
tal and sensational.” It appealsto the emotions,
and is almost entirely destitute of reverence.
The ideal Saviour of the professors of such relig-
ion is"one with whom they can be on terms of

personal familiarity, and whom they love because |

he teaches them their own dignity, or, in other
words they love him because he is so nearly
like themselves, and ministers’ to their good
feeling and self-complacency.

‘For some time H. W. Beccher has been the
leader, the very high priest of this class and
of their theology; a theology which arouses
the same feelings by the sermon and by the
novel. His novels contain the substance of
his religion, and his sermons contain the sympa-
thetic shallowness of the novel. While he has
been admired and almost idolized as the model

preacher of the age, he has done more than any-

other man of this generation to inspire a love
for light reading and to flood the churches with
literary trash. Ttis a sufficient index to the
superficial ‘spirit of the popular religion that it
exalts such men to the position of religious re-
formers.. But we did not commence this so
much to give our own views as to quote the fol-
lowing words from the N.. Y. Sun. A 'better
presentation of the case could not be made :—

“When the Eagle, therefore, says further

' the

-character.

- most gone, poor fellow ;

If we, thus move and earnestly labor, we.

I‘have ap-
“brother.

that Mr.. Beecher ‘has exercised a wider influ-
ence upon ‘the religicus thought of our times
thian any other minister of the age,” and that
‘he JHas been largely influential in mod1fy1nor
Protestant beliefs of OChristendom,” it
makes a preposterous claim for the Plymouth
pastor. Mr. Beecher could noi, except by-in-
d_u'ectlon 1nﬂuence the general belief, because
he has had no,clear and determined belief of
hig own. . ‘'The characteristic, of his preaching
£ jts sentimentality. Réligion to him is good
feeling ; love to God, or Chriét, as he would
spec1ﬁcally urge, is an emotion that bears a
close relation to “the love of one human being
for another, only perhaps higher and finer—
its'spiritual projection, infact. Such preaching
may attract great congregations, but it does
not modify the beliefs of Christendom and it
néver will for it does not appeal to belisf or es-
tablish belief; but-dnly stimulates the- feehngs
which, as we all know, may be stirred to the
furthest depths without beneficial effect on
moral character. The fruit of such preaching
as Mr Beecher’s is in truth ephemeral ; and the
minister who makes it his only resource may
expect his influence to be substantially gone
when his- voice is extinct. Not so with men
like Athanasius, or John Calvin, or John Wesley ;
these formulate creeds and religious methods,
and plant them deep in human thought and
The ‘only religious achievement of
Mr. Beecher really has been Plymouth Church,
which will crumble \to pieces when he disap-
pears, forjt is founded on a man and not on
any great principle.” . I H W,

.. .
v -

The ba.vlng‘ Na,lne.

MRS ANNIE WITTENMEYER,: of Phlladelphla,
in an address .delivered in Cleveland, Ohio, re-
lated the following anecdote as recordedin the
¢ Evangelical Messenger.”

In 1863, immediatély” after the fall of Vicks-

burg, shie visited the hospitals in Helena, Arkan-
sas.  Going into a. large ward one day, filled
Wlth sick and Wounded soldiers, she saw in the
remotest corner of the room a very sick man.
She noticed him the more because he looked to-
wards her, and there was upon - his face such a
look of agony and despair as she-had never.seen
on any human face before, and wished never to
see again. The surgeon, who had stepped in
with her, referring to this'man, said, ‘“He is al-
‘he'll not live long.”
Mrs. Wittenmeyer, whose heart was deeply
touched, went directly to the’ sick man. Ap-
proaching him, she said, very tenderly :

‘““You seem to be very sick, my friend.”

“ My friend ! "he returned, ¢ Thave no friend.
Tam here dying among strangers, and nobody

cares whether Llive or die.” Mrs. Wittenmeyer-

entreated ‘him not to say that, and assured him

that he had many friends in the North. She|

was about to say, she would-be his friend, but
remembering how <empty such a profession of
friendship would be on the part of a stranger
she directed him to another saying:.

¢‘ Theré is aFriend that sticketh closer than a
Can you make Jesus your friend in
this dark hour?” On hearmgthe name of Jesus
he cried aloud, ““ Oh, would that Jesus were my
Friend! but I am a great sinner.”

“‘ But,” responded Mors. ‘Wittenmeyer, ‘“J esus

| is the s1nner s Fr1end ”

“Oh, lady,” said he, ‘“‘you don’t know What

a great and wretched sinner I am, or you WOuld‘

not think that Jesus could save me.”

“You dor’t know,” she answered, ‘‘ what a
great Saviour we have, or you would not doubt.
He is able to save to the .uttermost. He can
save you.” :

“Itis toolate! It'is too late! too late!”
he cried, with such deep agony of soul, that the
brave young men lying upon their cots covered
their faces with their bedclothes and wept like
children. Mus. Wittenmeyer urged that it was
not too late, and commenced telling him of
the thief on the cross; but he stopped her, say-
ing:

but, lady, I am a thousand times worse than the
thief on the cross.” :

She answered, ‘“If you were ten thousand
times worse, ‘Jesus could’ save you, for he _can
save to the uttermost.”

. This assurance gave hope, and he exclaimed,
“Pray formé!” She kuelt by his bed-side,
and while he cried, “ God be merciful tome a
sinner,”:she_pleaded the precious promises of
the gospel. And while he prayed and she
pleaded the mighty power of God’s saving grace
came down upon his soul, driving away, in a
moment, every sign of agony and distress, and
filling his heart with joy—joy unspeakable and
full of glory. The lady remarked that if she

“Oh!Iknow about the th1ef ‘on the cross ;

had been an infidel up to that time, 1t seemed
to her that she should have been convicted of
the truth of Christianity in that presemce.. It
was such a wonderful display of God’s power to
save. The man washealed soul and body. Three
days from that time she found him on the shady
side of the house, reading -the Testament which
she had given him the day previous. Seeing
her, he said-: ““ Oh, I am so happy this morning !
I hive a furlough, and T am going home. ' How
glad my Christian moéther will be to hear ‘and
see that I have found salvation.”

¢ Young mai,” said she, ‘‘ wherever you 2o,
remember, that you were»snatched as a brand
from the burning,”

¢TI can never forget that,” he answered.
¢“My disease and despair were crushing me
down. And I am sure that I should have died,
if salvation had not come just then. But when
you mentioned the name of Jesus, I knew that
you were a Christian, and that you would help
me if you could.” Oh, what power there is
in the name of J esus, and in an earnest syhpa-
thetic appeal to the unsaved !

-

Stupy oF THE ScRIPTUREs.—A silver egg
was once prepared as a present to a Saxon queen.
Open the silver by a secret spring and there
was found a yolk of gold. Find the spring of
gold, and it flew open and disclosed a beautiful

| bird. Press the wings of the bird and in its

breast was found a crown, jewelled and radi-
ant.’ And even within the crown, upheld by a
spring like the rest, was a ring of diamonds

which fitted the finger of the princess herself.

Oh, how many a promise there is within a
promise in the Scriptures, the silver around the
gold, the gold around the jewels; yet how few
of God’s children ever find their way far enough
among the springs to discover the crown of his
rejoicing or the ring of his covenant of peace.

True HoNEsTY.—At a slave-market i one of
the Southern States, in the days of those mon-
strosities, a smart, active colored boy was put
up for sale. A kind master who pitied h1s con-
dition, not wishing him to have a cruel owner,
wenrt up to him, and said :—

“If I buy you, will you be honest ¥’

" The boy with a look that baffled descrlptlon
replied :—

T will be honest, whether you buy me or
not.” ) i

How many would, like the colored boy, be

honest whether circumstances were favorable

or not ? .

< .

T canNot be poor,” said Bernard, ¢‘so long
as God is rich, for all his riches are mine.”

@wuintmww.

PETALUMA, Sabbath and First- day, Apnl 24,
and 25, at 11 4. M. of each day. J. N. Lough-
borough

WoopLAnD, Sabbath and First-day, May 1
and 2. J. N. Loughborough.

OAKLAND, Sabbauh morning, April 24. J ames
White.

Evening following First- day April 25. . Mis.
E. G. White.

Saw ancxsco, Sabbath morning, April 24,
Mrs. E. G. White.

Evening following First-day April 25. James
White.

-

Quarterly Meetings.

I'aPPoINT t0 meet with the Brethren and|

Sisters of district No. 6, in Quarterly Meeting
at Red Banks schoolhouse, Tehama Co., Sabbath
and First-day, May 8, and 9. This nleeting
will be the Quarterly Meeting for the second
and third quarters of this Conference year.

Other Quarterly Meeting appointments will
be given next week. .

J. N. LoUGHBOROUGH.

Business Department.

“Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord de-
ceitfully,” (margin, negligently). Jer. 48 :10.

Received for the Signs.

$1 Eacn. Eld D M Canright, C Schneider.

MiscELLANEOUS. Mark Stewert 6¢, Frederic Kun-
dert $2.80, Rev C Smith 10c, Carrie Shilling $2.25, E
H Brisco 24c.

" Donations _"to the Signs.

Henry Youngs $10.

California Publishing Fund.

Jane Rowland $100, Mrs A G Craig $5, Mrs L Skinn-
er $10, Wesley Diggins $50.

| post. paid.

.ing with man f01 his 8o
ta.

~ | 15 cts.

Books! Books!! Books!!!

#25> Our Boox List.—Any persons on the:
Pacific Coast wishing any of the publications.
named in our book list can obtain them by
mail or express by writing to the "SieNs o
tHE TMEs, Oakland, Cahfonua, enclosing the-
published price of ‘the satie. “When sent by
mail, books will be post paid; when by express,.
at the expense of tlhe one ordering the books;.
but in this case a liberal discount will . be made
when ten dollars worth or more are paid for
with any one order.

PUBLICA TIONS.

Books, Pamphlets Tracts ete., etc
For Sale a,t this Offtce.

- Cruden’s Complete Concordance.: In this emy
passage in the Seri gtures can readily be found $1 50~
per copy,.post. pai

Bible Dictionary of Bible names, customs a.nd R
countries, and maps of Bible lands. $1.50 per .copy,

The History of the Sabbath and First Day of
the Week, by J. N. Andrews, 528 pp. $1 25.

Thoughts-on Daniel. By U. Smith. $1.00..
Condensed paper edition, 85 cts.

Thoughts on the Revelation.
$1.00.

Life of Wm. Miller, with likeness.

The Nature and Destiny of Man.
Smith. 384 pp. $1.00. Paper, 40 cts.

The Constitutional Amendment : or The Sun-
day, The Sabbath, The Change, and The Restitution..
A dscussion bebween W. H. ittlejohn and the Editor
of the “Christian Statesman.” Bound, $1. 00. Paper,
40 cts. First part, 10 cts.

The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. I. By Ellen G
White ; 416 pp. $1.00.

Autobiography of Eld. Jos. Bates. 318 pp. $1..
Hygienic Family Physician. $1.00. . )

The Game of Life ugﬂlustrated) Satan play--
. In board, 50 cts.; mpaper,

By U. Smlth.,

$l.00.
By U..

0c

Hymns and Splrltual Songs for Camp Meet-
ings and other Religious Gatherings. Compiled  by-
Elder James White. 196 pp. Bound 50 cts. Paper 25..

The United States in- Prophecy By U. Smxth
Bound, 40 cts. Papor, 20 cts. -

, The ‘Advent Keepsake. -
40 cts.

Sermons on thé Sabbath and Law, embracmg
an outline of the Biblical and Secular History of the.
Sabbath for 6,000 years. By J. N. Andrews, 30 cts.

Facts for the Times, revised and enlarged, 30¢.

History of the Doctrine of the Immortality of
the Soul. By D. M. Canright, 25 cts.

The State of the Dead. By U Smith. 224
pp. 25 cts.

‘Our Faith and Hope, No. 1. Sermons on the
Millennium, Second Advent, the Kingdom, the Judg-
ment, the Time, the Sanctuary and Saving Faith. 20 ¢
each.

Refutation of the Age to Come.
Waggoner. 20 cts.

The Atonement. By J H. Waggoner 20 cts.

The Nature and Tendency of Modern Sp1r1t-
ualism. By J. H. Waggoner. 20 cts.

The Biblefrom Heaven ; a Dissertation. 20 cts

Miraculous Powers. Evidences, Scriptural
and historical of the perpetuity of Spiritual Gifts. 20e.

The Complete Testnnony)of the Fathers con-
cerning the Sabbath and First Day.. By J. N. Andrews.

Mushn 25 cts.» Gilt,

ByJH

The Ministration of Angels :*and the Orlgm,

.Hxstory, and Destiny of Sata.n By D. M. Canright.
20 cts.

The Three Messages of Rev. 14, and the Two- -
Horned Beast By J. X. Andrews. 15 cts.

The Resurrection of the Unjud; a Vindica-
tion of the Doctrine. By J. H. Waggoner 15 cts.

Life of Chirist, No. 2, by Mrs. E. G. White, 15¢.

The Saint’s Inheritance, or the Earth made-
New. By J. N. Loughborough. 10 cts.

The Sanctuary and Twenty-three Hundred-
Days. ByJ. N. Andrews. 10 cts.

Sunday Seventh-day. A Refutation of Mede,
Jennings, Akers and Fuller. ByJ.N. Andrews 10 cts

The Truth Found ; Thée Sabbath. ByJ H.
Waggoner. 10 cts. "’

Brown’s Review of Gilfillan on the, Sabbath.
10 cts.

V1nd1cat1on of the True Sabbath. Morton
10 cts.

The Date of the Seventy Weeks of Dan 9
established. By J. N. Andrews. 10 cts.

The Seven Trumpets of Rev. 8 and 9. :10 cbs.,
Matthew Twenty-four. By James White. 10c.

Position and Work ef 'the True People of God
under the Third Angel’s Message. Littlejohn. 10 cts.

The Hope of the Gospel: What it is, and
when it will be consummated. By J. N. Loughbor-
ough, 80 pp. 10 cis.

An Appeal to the Bapt1sts from the Seventh- .
day t]:aptlsts, for the restoration of the Bible Sabbath |
10¢ .

Four-cent Tracts : The Two Covenants.—The ‘
Second Advent —The Séventh Part of Time— Whe
Chan ed the Sabbath ?—Celestial Railroad—Samuel and

itch of Endor—The Ten Commandments not
Abollshed—Addl ess to the: Baptxsts—The Present Truth
—The Sufferings of Christ.

- Three-cent Tracts : Much in thtle—The Lost
Time Question—Spiritualism a Satanic Delusion—In-

fidel Cavils Considered—The End of the chhed—Scrxpo
ture References.

Two-cent Tracts : Definite Seventh Day—
Seven Reasons for Sunday-Keeping Examined--Sabbath
by Elihu—The Rich Man an Lazarus—Argument on
Sabbaton—The Mlllenmum—Departmg and Being with
Christ—Fundamental Principles of S. D. Adventists.

* ¥ Address, Signs of the Times.
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