
MY CONFIDENCE. 

I HOLD thy truth, oh, Lord, within my heart, 
Thy law I love; 

I hold thy cross, and try to do my part 
My faith to prove ; 

I hold thy promise, Lord, and daily pray, 
"My faith increase, 

That I may closer cleave to thee, the way, 
And have thy peace." 

Yet little joy my holding brings to me, 
Because I know 

That though my soul still trusting clings to thee, 
I may let go. 

But I am held, oh, Lord, thou hut my hand, 
And thou art strong. 

Throughout my journey in this desert laud, 
However long, 

Thou givest me support. I shall not fall. 
Though foes assail, 

And press me hard, over myself and all 
I shall prevail. 

Great joy thy presence and thy pledge affords, 
Because I know 

That thou wilt not—since thou halt given thy word— 
Of me let go. 

"Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Rev. 22 :12. 
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THE Lord charged Moses to make no covenant 
with the people of the land whither they should 
go, lest they should be ensnared thereby. But 
they should destroy the altars of the heathen, 
break their images, and cut down the groves 
dedicated to their idols. He then commanded, 
" Thou shalt worship no other God; for the Lord, 
whose name is, jealous, is a jealous God." God 
claims supreme worship as his due. 

God promised Abraham's posterity the land of 
Canaan; but centuries must pass before they could 
enter upon their possession, "In the fourth gen-
eration, they shall come hither again, for the in-
iquity of the Amorite is not yet full." The Amo-
rites inhabiting the land of Canaan, were gradually 
bringing upon themselves the righteous judgments 
of God by their iniquity. When it was fully set-
tled that they would not be brought under the 
control of God's government, mid when they gave 
themselves up to work iniquity, bringing them-
selves to the most conspicuous idolatry, yet God 
spared them, for the full measure of guilt marking 
them for his vengeance, had not been reached. 
The iniquity of the Amorites must reach its ful-
ness before God would send forth his mandate to 
destroy utterly. In the fourth generation God 
dispossessed them to make room for his people. 
Here we see the long suffering of God; he allows 
nations a certain probation, but there is a point 
where their accumulated guilt will meet its pun-
ishment. Those who would make void God's law, 
advance from one degree of wickedness to an-
other. Children would inherit from their parents 
the wicked, rebellious spirit against God and his 
law, and would go to greater extent in wickedness 
than their fathers before them until the wrath of 
God breaks forth upon them. The punishment 
was none the less certain because long delayed. 
God would have us take these lessons to heart. 
He would have us see the principle of divine jus-
tice in his dealings, and have us understand that 
a record is kept of the impieties and law breaking 
of any people and nation with the unerring accu-
racy of an infinite God. Although the measure 
of iniquity is filling up, God still bears, he gives 
additional opportunities and advantages, calling 
to repentance and proffering pardon. Yet if they 
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THE LAW AND THE SABBATH. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

(Seurat Articito. 

igivzi of the 'Timm 
continue to refuse light, and heed not the warn- keep before the fallen race that which the serpent 
ings of God, his divine justice will not always bear; made Eve disbelieve, that the penalty of disobedi-
for these are a blot, a stain upon his universe; ence is death. The transgression of God's law 
their iniquity will corrupt all connected with them made it necessary for Christ to die as a sacrifice; 
and become wide-spread. 	 for only thus could he redeem man from the pen- 

Special directions were given in regard to the alty of the broken law, and yet maintain the 
observance of the Sabbath: " Six days thou shalt honor of the divine government. The sacrificial 
work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest. system was designed to teach man humility, in 
In earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest." view of his fallen condition, and to lead him to 
The Lord knew that Satan was continually at repentance toward God and faith in the promised 
work to lead the Israelites to transgress the divine Redeemer for pardon of past transgressions. Had 
law, and he condescended to be very definite in the law of God never been transgressed, there 
his directions to his erring people, that they would have been no death, and hence no need of 
might not transgress his commandments for want additional precepts to suit man's fallen condition. 
of knowledge. In the busiest season of the year, Adam taught his descendants the law of God, 
when their fruits and grains were to be secured, which was handed down to the faithful through 
they would be tempted to labor on sacred time. successive generations. The continual transgres-
He would have them understand that their bless- sion of its precepts called for a flood of waters 
ings would be increased or diminished according upon the earth. The law was cherished by Noah 
to their integrity of soul, or their unfaithfulness and his family, who for right-doing were miracu- 
in his service. 	 lously saved in the ark. Thus the Lord preserved 

God is no less particular now in regard to his to himself a people, from Adam down, in whose 
Sabbath than when he made this requirement of hearts was his law. He says of Abraham, he 
the children of Israel. His eye is upon all his "obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my cora-
people, and over all the work of their hands. He mandments, my statutes, and my laws." 
will not pass by unnoticed those who crowd upon The Lord appeared to Abraham, and said unto 
the Sabbath, and employ for their own use the him, "I am the Almighty God. Walk before me, 
time which belongs to him. Some may think and be thou perfect. And I will make a covenant 
they gain time by this course; but instead of be- between me and thee, and will multiply thee ex-
ing advantaged by robbing God of that which he ceedingly." "And I will establish my covenant 
has reserved to himself, they will lose. Many do between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in 
not realize that the judgments which overtake their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
them are from God. Though he may bear long be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee." 
with the transgressor the punishment will surely He then gave to Abraham and his seed the rite 
come at last. 	 of circumcision as a token that God had separated 

Forty days and nights Moses remained in the them from all nations as his peculiar treasure. 
mount, and during all this time, as at the first, he By this sign they solemnly agreed to fulfill the 
was miraculously sustained. And again the Lord conditions of the covenant made with Abraham, 
" wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, to be separate from all other nations, and to be 
the ten commandments." During that long time perfect. If the descendants of Abraham had 
spent in communion with God, the face of Moses faithfully kept this covenant they would have 
had reflected the glory of the divine presence; and escaped a great temptation to indulge in the 
the brightness did not cease when he descended sinful practices of other nations, and would not 
from the mountain. Unknown to himself, his have been seduced into idolatry. By mingling 
face shone with such a dazzling, unearthly light with idolaters they lost to a great extent their 
that Aaron, as well as all the people, shrank from peculiar, holy 'character. To punish them, the 
him. On learning the cause of their terror, he Lord brought a famine upon their land, which 
covered his face with a vail, and he continued to compelled them to go down into Egypt to preserve 
do so when coming from such heavenly commun- their lives. But because of his covenant with 
ings. 	 Abraham, God did not forsake them while they 

Those who trample upon God's authority, and were in Egypt. He suffered them to be oppressed 
show contempt for the law given in such grandeur by the Egyptians, that they might turn to him in 
at Sinai, virtually despise the lawgiver, the great their distress, choose his righteous and merciful 
Jehovah. The children of Israel who had trans- government, and obey his requirements. 
gressed the first and second,commandments, were The Lord heard the cries of his people in the 
charged not to be seen anywhere near the mount, land of their captivity and delivered them, that 
where God was to descend in glory to write the they might be free to serve him. After they had 
law a second time upon tables of stone, lest they left Egypt, and the waters of the Red Sea had 
should be consumed with the burning glory of his been divided before them, he proved them to see 
presence. And if they could not even look upon if they would trust in him who had taken them, 
the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance, a nation from another nation, by signs, tempta-
because he had been communing with ,his Maker, tions, and wonders. But they failed to endure 
how much less can sinners look upon the Son of the trial. They murmured against God because 
God when he shall appear in the clouds of heaven of difficulties in the way, and wished to return 
in the glory of his Father, surrounded by all the again to Egypt. To leave them without excuse, 
angelic host, to execute judgment upon all who the Majesty of Heaven condescended to come 
have disregarded the commandments of God, and down upon Sinai, enshrouded in glory, and sur- 

,have trodden under foot the blood of Christ ! 	rounded by his angels, and in a most sublime and 
The law of God existed before man was created. awful manner make known his law of ten coin-

Ehe angels were governed by it. Satan fell be- mandments. He would not permit even his 
cause he transgressed the principles of God's gov- angels to teach those sacred precepts, but spoke 
ernment. After Adam and Eve were created, God them himself, in the hearing of all Israel. He did 
made known to them his law. It was not then not, even then, trust them to the memory of a peo-
written, but was rehearsed to them by Jehovah pie who were prone to forget his requirements, but 

The Sabbath of the fourth commandment was wrote them with his own finger upon tables of 
instituted in Eden. The principles embodied in stone. He would remove from them all possibility 
the decalogue existed before the fall, and were of mingling with his holy precepts any tradition, 
suited to the condition of holy beings. After the or of confusing his requirements with the practices 
fall, these principles were not changed, nothing of men. 
was taken from the law of God, but additional 	 • 	 
precepts were given to meet man in his fallen THE minds of some people are like the pupil of 
state. 	 the human eye, contracting themselves the more 

A system of sacrifices was then established, to and stronger the light is shed upon them. 
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day keepers. A writer signing himself " Amer-
ican," in the Boston Herald  of Dec. 14, 1871, 
said 

The President in his late message in speaking 
of the Mormon question,. says, They shall not be 
permitted to break the law under the cloak of 
religion.' This, undoubtedly, meets the approval 
of every American citizen, and I wish to cite a 
parallel case, and ask: Why should the Jews of 
this country be allowed to keep open their stores 
on the Sabbath under the cloak of their religion, 
while I, or any other true American, will be ar-
rested and suffer punishment if we do the same 
thing? If there is a provision made allowing a 
few to conduct business on the Sabbath, what 
justice and equality can there be in any such pro-
vision, and why should it not be stopped at once ?" 

And this question, we apprehend, will be very 
summarily decided, when once the Constitutional 
Amendment has been secured. 

At a Ministerial Association of the M. E. church, 
held in Healdsburg, Cal., April 26-28, 1870, Rev. 
Mr. Trefren, of Napa, speaking of S. D. A. minis-
ters, said, " I predict or them a short race. What 
we want is law in the matter." Then referring to 
the present movement for a law, he added, "And 
we will have it, too; and when we get the power 
into our hands, we will show these men what 
their end will be." From a work recently pub-
lished by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
entitled " The Sabbath," by Chas. Elliott, Pro-
fessor of Biblical Literature and Exegesis in the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the North-
west; Chicago, Ill., we take this paragraph:— 

THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY. 

BY BLOM U. SMITH. 

(Continued.) 

BUT it may be asked how the Sunday question 
is to be affected by the proposed Constitutional 
Amendment. Answer: The object, or, to say the 
least, one object of this amendment is to put the 
Sunday institution on a_ legal basis, and compel 
its observance by the arm of the law. At the 
National Convention held in Philadelphia, Jan. 
18 and 19, 1871, the following resolution was 
among the first offered by the Business Commit-
tee:— 

"  Resolved, That, in view of the controlling 
power of the Constitution in shaping State, as 
well as national, policy, it is of immediate impor-
tance to public morals, and to social order, to 
secure such an amendment as will indicate that 
this is a Christian nation, and place all Christian 
laws, institutions, and usages in our government 
on an undeniable legal basis in the fundamental 
law of the nation, specially those which secure a 
proper oath, and which protect society against 
blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking, and polygamy." 

By Sabbath-breaking is meant nothing else but 
Sunday-breaking. In a convention of the friends 
of Sunday, assembled Nov. 29, 1870, in New Con-
cord, Ohio, the Rev. James White is reported to 
have said: " The question [of Sunday observance] 
is closely connected with the National Reform 
Movement; for until the government comes to 
know God and honor his law, we need not expect 
to restrain Sabbath-breaking corporations." Here 
again the idea of the legal enforcement of Sunday 
observance stands uppermost. 

Once more: The Philadelphia Press, of Dec. 5, 
1870, stated that some Congressmen, including 
Vice-president Colfax, arrived in Washington by 
Sunday trains, Dec. 4, on which the Christian 
Statesman  commented as follows (we give italics 
as we find them):— 

"1. Not one of those men who thus violated the Sab-
bath is jit to hold any official position in a Christian 
nation. * * 

" He who violates the Sabbath may not steal, 
because the judgment of society so strongly con- 
dems theft, or because he believes that honesty is 
the best policy; but tempt him with the prospect 
of concealment, or the prospect of advantage, and 
there can be no reason why he who robs God will 
not rob his neighbor also. For this reason, the 
Sabbath law lies at the foundation of morality. 
Its observance is an acknowledgment of the sover-
eign rights of God over us. 

" 2. The sin of these Congressmen is a national 
sin, because the nation hath not said to• them in 
the Constitution, the supreme rule for our public 
servants, We charge you to serve us in accord-
ance with the higher law of God.' These Sab-
bath-breaking railroads, moreover, are corpora-
tions created by the State, and amenable to it. 
The State is responsible to God for the conduct 
of these creatures which it calls into being. It is 
bound, therefore, to restrain them from this as 
from other crimes, and any violation of the Sab-
bath, by any corporation, should work immediate 
forfeiture of its charter. And the Constitution of 
the United States, with which all State legislation 
is required to be in harmony, should be of such a 
character as to prevent any State from tolerating 
such infractions of fundamental moral law. 

" 3. Give us in the National Constitution the 
simple acknowledgment of the law of God as the 
supreme law of nations, and all the results indica-
ted in this note will ultimately be secured. Let no 
ono say that the movement does not contemplate 
sufficiently practical ends." 

From all this, we see the important place the 
Sabbath question is to hold in this movement—
the important place it even now holds in the 
minds of those who are urging it forward. Let 
the amendment called for be granted, " and all 
the results indicated in this note," says the writer, 
" will ultimately be secured; " that is, individuals 
and corporations will be restrained from violating 

.the Sunday observance. The acknowledgment 
of 'God in the Constitution may do very well as a 
banner under which to sail; but the practical bear-
ing of the movement relates to the compulsory 
observance of the first day of the week. 
• Even now the question is agitated why the Jew 

should be allowed to follow his business on the 
first day after having observed the seventh. The 
same question is equally pertinent to all seventh- 

of the :National Association above referred to, 
says:— 

" When this Association was formed, while we 
wereprepared to bid it God speed, we did not 
then feel that -there was any pressing need for the 
object sought; and as our mission was specially 
directed to the Christianizing; enlightening, and 
elevating of the masses of the people, we have 
said little in our columns on the subject, being 
assured that if the people are right, it is easy to 
set the government right. The late combined 
efforts, however, of various classes of our citizens 
to exclude the Bible from our • schools, repeal our 
Sabbath laws, and divorce our government en-
tirely from religion, and thus make it an atheistic 
government—for every government must be for 
God or against him, and must be administered in 
the interests of religion and good morals, or in 
the interests of irreligion and immorality—have 
changed our mind, and we are now prepared to 
urge the necessity for an explicit acknowledg-
ment in the National Constitution of the author-
ity of God and the supremacy of his law, as re-
vealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments." 

With the anti-Sunday movements of the present 
day, considering their associations, and the man-
ner and object in and for which they are carried 
forward, we have no sympathy. They aim at 
utter no-Sabbathism, freedom from all moral 
restraint, and all the evils of unbridled intemper-
ance—ends which we abhor with all the strength 
of a moral nature quickened by the most intense 
religious convictions. And while the indignation 
of the better portion of the community will be 
aroused at the want of religious principle and the 
immorality attending the popular anti-Sunday 
movement, a little lack of discrimination, by no 
means uncommon, will, on account of our opposi-
tion to the day, though we oppose it on entirely 
different ground, easily associate us with the 
class above-mentioned, and subject us to the same 
odium. 

Meanwhile, some see the evils involved in this 
movement, and raise the voice of alarm. The 
Christian Union, Jan., 1871, said:— 

" If the proposed amendment is anything more 
than a bit of sentimental cant, it is to have  a legal 
effect. It is to alter the status of the non-Chris-
tian citizen before the law. It is to affect the 
legal oaths and instruments, the matrimonial con-
tracts, the sumptuary laws, &c., &c., of the coun-
try. This would be an outrage on natural right. " 

The Janesville (Wis.) Gazette, at the close of an 
article on the proposed amendment, speaks thus 
of the effect of the movement, should it succeed:— 

(Concluded next week.) 

Or the late Bishop Ames the following anecdote 
is related: While presiding over a certain con-
ference in the West, a member began a tirade 
against universities, education, etc., and thanking 
God that he had never been corrupted by contact 
with a college. After proceeding thus for a few 
minutes, the Bishop interrupted him with the 
question: " Do I understand that the brother 
thanks God for his ignorance?" " Well, yes," 
was the answer. "You can put it that way  if 
you want to." " Well, all I have to say," said 
the Bishop in his sweet musical tones, "is, that 
the brother has a great deal to thank God for." 

" But it may be asked, Would not the Jew be 
denied equality of rights by legislation protecting 
the Christian Sabbath and ignoring the Jewish? 
The answer is, We are not a Jewish but a Chris-
tian nation; therefore, our legislation must be con-
formed to the institutions and spirit of Christian-
ity. This is absolutely necessary from the nature 
of the case." 

There is no mistaking the import of this lan-
guage: No matter if the Jew does not secure 
equal rights with others. We are not a Jewish 
nation, but a Christian; and all must be made to 
conform to what the majority decide to be Chris-
tion institutions. This affects all who observe the 
seventh day as much as the Jews. And we appre-
hend it will not be a difficult matter to lead the 
masses, whose prejudices incline them in this di-
rection, to believe that it is " absolutely neces-
sary " that all legislation must take such a form, 
and cause them to act accordingly. 

Several years since, Dr. Durbin of the Christian 
Advocate and Jou/mai, gave his views on this sub- 
ject as follows:— 	 " But independent of the question as to what ex- 

" I infer, therefore, that the civil magistrate tent we are a Christian nation, it may well be 
may not be called upon to enforce the observance doubted whether, if the gentlemen who are agi-
of the Sabbath [Sunday] as required in the spir- tating this question should succeed, they would 
itual kingdom of Christ; but when Christianity not do society a very great injury. Such meas-
becomes the moral and spiritual life of the State, urea are but the initiatory steps which ultimately 
the State is bound through her magistrates to lead to restrictions of religious freedom, and to com-
prevent the open violation of the holy Sabbath, mit the government to measures which are as for-
as a measure of self-preservation. She cannot, eign to its powers and purposes as would be its 
without injuring her own vitality and incurring action if it should undertake to determine a dis-
the divine displeasure, be recreant to her duty in puted question of theology." 
this matter." 	 The Weekly Alta California of San Francisco, 

At a meeting held at Saratoga Springs, Aug. March 12, 1870, said:— 
12, 1860, ex-president  * Fillmore said that " while 	" The parties who have been recently holding 
he deemed it needful to legislate cautiously in all a convention for the somewhat novel purpose of 
matters connected with public morals, and to procuring an amendment to the Constitution of 
avoid coercive measures affecting religion, the the United States recognizing the Deity, do not 
right of every citizen to a day of rest and wor- fairly state the case when they assert that it is 
ship could not be questioned, and laws securing the right of a Christian people to govern them- 
that right should be enforced." 	 selves in a Christian manner. If we are not 

And the  Christian Statesman  of Dec. 15, 1871, governing ourselves in a Christian manner, how 
speaking of the general disregard of the Sabbath shall the doings of our government be desig-
[Sunday] in the arrangements for welcoming the nated? The fact is, that the movement is one to 
Grand Duke Alexis, says:— 	 bring about in this country that union of Church 

" How long will it be before the Christian masses and State which all other nations are trying to 
of this country can be roused to enact a law Com- dissolve." 
pelling their public servants to respect the Sab:.. 
bath?" 

A very marked and rapid change is taking place 
in public opinion relative to the proposed relig-
ious amendment of the Constitution. We have 
learned of instances of men who were at first openly 
hostile to the movement, now giving their influ-
ence for its advancement, and clamoring loudly 
for a Sunday law. And some who at first regarded 
it with indifference, are now becoming its warm 
partisans. As a sample of this change of feeling, 
the following paragraph from the Christian Press 
of Tan., 1872, may be presented. The Christian 
Press  is the organ of the Western Book and Tract 
Society, Cincinnati, Ohio, and its editor, speaking 



0 LoRD,•we yearn for brighter skies, 
We long for &either air ; 

The sickening cry of human woe 
Is floating everywhere. 

The earth is waxing dim and old, 
Delusion blinds the eye • 

The giddy throng rush blindly on, 
Unheeding tear and sigh. 

" Thy kingdom come." 0 hear the prayer! 
Thy will on earth be done! 

0 rise, thou Light that shines for aye— 
Thou never-setting Sun! 

The world's wild fever rages on, 
0 whisper, "Peace, be still!" 

The soul is urgent in its need, 
The void, Oh what can fill ? 

Naught, naught but higher, grande: life,— 
All fresh from living springs ; 

A freedom from the pain and care 
Of earth and earthly things. 

"Thy kingdom come," with tears we 
With faith we plead with Thee; 

O fill the earth with righteousness, 
As waters fill the sea. 

The time will come, the day is near! 
Rejoice, ye saints, and sing! 

0 hear ye not a far-off sound, 
Like rush of angel's wing? . 

The warning now is going forth— 
The glory soon will dawn! 

"Thy kingdom come!" Oh, blessed day! 
Creation's happy morn. 	 —Selected. 
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" THY KINGDOM COME." 

KEEPING ALIVE. 

BEING  born is one thing—but keeping alive is 
quite another thing. Myriads of children who 
were born five years ago are lying under the 
white coverlet of this March'. snow. Conversion 
is a birth into a new life through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. But not all the people who have 
been converted are now leading a strong, effective, 
happy spiritual life. A fearfully large number of 
Christ's enrolled army are to-day in the hospital 
or else asleep under the baggage-wagons. Some 
have deserted outright. 

Two things are vital to the preservation of a 
healthy Christian life. The first of these is gen-
uine  prayer. Not the formal repetition of devout 
phrases every night and morning—which lulls the 
soul to sleep just as surely as a low crooning tune 
puts a child asleep in its crib. Genuine prayer is 
a very different thing. It is the soul's uplifted 
look and uplifted cry to the Infinite Love. It is 
the keeping of an open track to the Throne, and 
maintaining a constant intercourse with God. 
Prayer establishes the same connection between 
my soul and God that the water-pipes in my 
house do between my household and the Ridge-
wood Reservoir. Prayer is the conduct-pipe 
between me and my heavenly Father. It is the 
outlet upward for praise and penitential confession 
and petition for hourly help; it is the inlet through 
which the supplies of divine grace descend into 
the soul. When the heavenward channel is al-
lowed to freeze up, I am in the same plight with 
the housekeeper who inquires, " How is it that '  
the water does not run to-day ? " The plumber 
comes and soon explains the difficulty. "Madam, 
your pipes are frozen up; the connection with the 
reservoir is stopped." Woe be to the Christian 
who has broken his connection with Jesus ! And 
no surer reason can be given for the lack of ebn-
versions and spiritual growth in certain churches 
than the fact that their prayer-pipe is frozen up; 
there is not faith and fervor enough in their meet-
ings to thaw out the ice. 

A twofold office belongs to genuine prayer. It 
serves as the outlet of gratitude and the inlet of 
grace. We must thank God heartily for all he 
has given, and then we shall receive still more 
abundant gifts to be thankful. for. Stinginess in 
praise brings scantiness of spiritual growth and 
blessings. Our prayers do not smell sufficiently of 
the sweet fragrance of thankfulness. For us ill-
deserving sinners to be anywhere out of perdition 
is a matter for thanksgiving; but to be actually 
on the pathway of hope, with showers of blessings 
and the sunlight of promises streaming on us, is 
enough to make " our feet like hinds' feet," and 
our souls leap for joy. Inventory your mer-
cies, brother I stop complaining, and throw on the 
altar a handful of frankincense, that the Lord 
may smell " the sweet savor " of our gratitude. 
" Father," said Molly, the little daughter of the 
Shepherd of Salisbury Plain, " I wish I was big 
enough to say grace at the table to-day, for I 'was  

thinking what must  poor  people do who have no 
salt to their potatoes; and look what a plenty of 
both we have got to-day." 

Prayer is the  inlet alsd, and when that channel 
is clogged, the starvation of piety begins. Every 
spiritual supply comes through this channel. Just 
as soon attempt to keep up a blooming and fruit-
bearing piety without fervent prayer, as to get 
your geraniums into full flower by locking them 
up in the dust and darkness of a " Greenwood 
vault. Backsliding is both the cause and the 
effect of a neglected closet. The first symptom 
of consumption  in a church is a thin prayer-meet-
ing. The mighty Christians have always been 
mighty in prayer. A certain mission school su-
perintendent sent for Edward N. Kirk to preach 
to his ragged flock, and the whole night previous 
to Brother Kirk's coming was spent in wrestling 
prayer; the word +was ,clothed next day with 
power. Piety is born in prayer; if it ever dies it 
is for the want of prayer. 

The second essential to spiritual life was con-
densed by our Master into the short word 
" watch!"  He knows our weaknesses; and when 
he coupled prayer and watchfulness, he married 
the sovereignty of God to the'- believer's free 
agency. • If 'we do our part God will do his. 
Never has there been a human heart that could 
be trusted without oversight, and a very, close, 
wakeful, constant oversight. If you were set to 
keep a bird unfastened on the palm of your hand, 
you would realize what is meant by " keeping 
the heart with all diligence." You must have the 
arm of godly resolution ready to seize-it the mo-
ment it attempts to fly off into sinful indulgence. 
Do not take off the eye, do not drop the hand one 
moment. We never know when the temptation 
is coming. Temper will start up like an un-
chained dog; lust will take fire at a stray spark; 
an, unruly tongue may get loose; pride, covetous-
ness and other sins steal in with smooth face and 
under the cloak that hides their ugliness. 

Vigilance 'is the price which every Christian 
must pay for being the servant and• the heir of 
Christ Jesus. Watch for the sly approaches of 
the tempter ! Watch for the return of those 
wretched " tramps," your besetting sins, whom 
you have so often ordered off your premises. 
They know 'every gate; look out ! Watch the 
leadings of your Master. Watch for opportunities 
to do good. Blessed is that servant whom the 
divine messenger shall find watching ! The most 
comprehensive hint that we can give for preserv-
ing your spiritual life is to use your knees in 
prayer, your eyes for watchfulness, your purses 
for benevolence, your-tongues for faithful testi-
monies, and your whole heart and hands in con-
stant work for the Saviour who has redeemed you 
from eternal death.—Dr.  T. L. Cuyler, in Christian 
at Work. 

A LITTLE FAMILY FOX. 

ONE of the most malignant of the family foxes 
is discourtesy, and he creeps into many households 
where. one would not suppose it possible for him 
to find even momentary hospitality. People 'who 
are ordinarily polite, well-bred, and genial, are 
sometimes guilty of rudeness in manner and 
speech and action at home, of which they would 
be ashamed in society. Parents are hasty and 
fretful, in their way of addressing or reproving 
children, and children forget the respect and 
honor due to parents. A great deal of unhappi-
ness overclouds homes which might be bright as 
the morning, but for this wretched habit of 
brusqueness and incivility, which fastens on some 
unfortunate victims like a second nature. It has 
its different phases, to be sure. When papa indul-
ges in it, the family are apt to say that he is tired. 
If it is mamma who is irritable and peevish, it is 
intimated that she is nervous. 

When Aunt Kitty or Sister Sophy are short 
and snappish, it is excused because they were up 
late last night at a party, and it is only little Floy 
or small Tom who is sent to bed in. disgrace for 
answering impertinently and frowning blackly. 
A little leaven leaveneth the whole family lump, 
and it is curious to see how rapidly and certainly 
this evil infection spreads. Persons who are inva-
riably polite to each other in the presence of their 
sons and daughters, do not often have to check 
the latter in a thoughtless or improper manner 
of speaking, for courtesy, as well as its opposite, 
is atmospheric and educational. It is worth while, 
if the fox' we are thinking of has intruded into 
our vineyard and buguri his work of spoilieg our  

tender grapes of good-will, of gentleness, and of 
daily cheer, to think how best to banish him. 
There are three magic P's, which have never 
failed, when properly used, to utterly rout and 
destroy the subtle foe. Their names are patience, 
perseverance, and prayer. If you feel that your 
family has fallen into the custom of being cross 
and unmannerly, pray first to have your own 
heart and temper sweetened, then meet: Angularity 
and crookedness with invincible patience, and be 
not discouraged in setting a good example.—,Chris-
tian at Work. 

FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 

" FAITH cometh by hearing and hearing by-  the 
word of God." The root and ground of faith is 
confidence in God's word. But faith thus begun 
by the grAce and 'truth of God, requires.  for its 
perfection obedience arid dilligence on our part. 
We are told that in the case of Abraham "his faith 
wrought with his works, and through works was 
his faith made perfect." The prevalent weakness 
of faith may be therefore attributed first, to' igno-
rance or to neglect of the sacred Word, and  860= 
ond, to our own disregard and neglect of the 
divine commands. Men doubt God's promiseS 
when they have disregarded his  precepts.  Faith 
is confidence in God, and confidence must be mut-
ual in order to be complete. No disobedient 
child can have perfect confidence In the parent 
whom he has disobeyed. No wayward and diso-
bedient Christian can have full faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. First, God commands us to believe, 
second, to obey; and "Faith without works is 
dead, being alone." There must be this obedient 
life in order to evince the reality of the faith 
which we have, and to perfect it, giving room for 
its exercise and its growth. With more hearty 
obedience, unbelief will vanish like a dream; and 
knowing God as our Father and our Friend, we 
shall believe his words, and believing have life 
through his name.--Christian. 

TURKEY'S SICK-BED. 

THE "Sick Man" has fallen so low with the 
disease of his religious faith and ,  his unreligious 
practices, his' squanderings of the money wrung 
from the poor people who unfortunately are his 
subjects, while the obligations ,of his ,Government 
are ignored or neglected—in fine, he is so low on 
a political couch that it resembles-  a death-bed, 
and he a corpse, that the Signatory Powers have 
found it necessary to come to an. understanding 
in his case, and they have agreed upon a meeting 
of their representatives to make a political diag-
nosis , of the .case and prescribe a bolus for the 
cure. Turkey is politically sick—very sick. She 
has neither money nor credit, neither the power 
to pay her debts, nor' apparently the desire to do 
so. She would not exist to-day as a Power in 
Europe had not the Signatory Powers, ntervened 
just as Russia was hammering away at the gates 
of Constantinople. Jealousy of Russia saved Tur- 
key. In a month, or two more, if not interfered 
with, Russia would have blotted the name of 
Turkey from the map of Europe, as it should 
have been. But she was saved, upon condition of 
performing certain -stipulations, which she agreed 
to fulfill, and which she immediately determined 
not to fulfill, and has not. 

She has not kept faith with Greece, nor Mon-
tenegro, nor with any other Power. And she 
fails in all her professed purposes. Without 
money and without credit, the business of her 
Sultan is to squander money obtained by any 

means, to maintain his seraglio in splen-
dor, while his subjects starve; and his Pashas use 
their opportunities and their authority to grow 
rich 'by their system of enforced collection .of 
taxes. Germany, which has been holding back, 
has at length agreed to hold a conference in,  com-
mon with the other Signatory. Powers, . but re-
quiring that a definite programme shall be pre-
pared before the conference takes place. They 
will be the conference which shall hold its con-
sultation over the "Sick Man." And they agree 
beforehand that what 'they decide upon must be 
done, and, if military force shall be required in 
Turkey to ensure the carrying out of the work 
they agree upon as necessary, each of the Plenary 
Powers must furnish its complement: Turkey, 
most likely, will ere long furnish a repetition of 
the dismemberment of Poland. Nothing-but the 
mutual jealousies of several of, the Powers can 
prevent this result. Turkey is doomed, and civil-
ization has no reason to sorrow over it.—Alta. 
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THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM—NO. 9. 

SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM. 

THE saying is very old—" There are two sides 
to every question," and no one will contradict it. 
But when we come to examine the two sides, we 
find that they resolve themselves into a right 
side and a wrong side. There cannot be two sides 
equally right to any question. 

We have said, and• firmly believe, that in Bib-
lical questions, the path of safety lies in keeping 
as strictly as possible to the exact terms of the 
Scriptures. But besides those who adhere to this 
principle and rest only on evidence positive or 
direct, there is, unfortunately, another class who 
place strong reliance upon that which is supposi-
tive or inferential. Few Bible doctrines are dif-
ficult to understand if we confine ourselves to that 
which is revealed. They become difficult, and 
the ground of confusion, when inference takes the 
place of statement. 

In regard to the subjects of baptism, we have 
some plain, undeniable statements in the Script-
ures. 

1. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." Belief is here presented as pre-
ceding and prerequisite to baptism. Over this 
text there is no chance for dispute. 

2. Peter said, " Repent and be baptized." Here 
repentance also precedes and is prerequisite to 
baptism. With so plain a statement, denial is 
impossible. 

No text of Scripture is to be taken alone when 
others speak on the same subject. The two here 
quoted, one in the great commission and the 
other in its fulfillment, agree in their testimony, 
and they teach us that,- 

3. Penitent believers are proper subjects of bap-
tism. 

But the texts quoted are given in an authori-
tative manner, and come with the power of a 
precept or law; and therefore we learn from them 
that,- 

4. The requirement of baptism is a command-
ment; it is presented as a duty to be performed. 
Of course to be performed by the parties to whom 
reference is made,—penitent believers. 

Thus far we stand on safe ground. The testi-
mony challenges the approval of every reader. 
No one can, with the least show of reason or of 
reverence for the Scriptures, say that baptism is 
not a duty to those who believe the gospel; or 
that baptism is not a duty to those who repent; 
or that baptism is not a precept, and does not 
demand obedience. No one dares to assume 
these positions. 

But now comes a class of persons who say they 
do not deny these statements; they only go beyond 
them, and insist that baptism is appropriately 
administered also to those who cannot believe, 
who cannot repent, and who cannot obey a pre-
cept. No direct or positive evidence is offered in 
favor of these positions; and we are called upon 
to examine whether the suppositions or inferences 
presented in their favor are just and necessary, 
or unjust and unnecessary. We think that, in 
the execution of a law, we have no more warrant 
to go beyond than to come short of its require-
ments: It is presumption, and opens the way to 
every usurpation of authority. 

First in the order of inferential arguments in 
favor of the baptism of infants is this, that bap-
tism stands related in the gospel as circumcision 
did in the first covenant; and as that related to 
infants, so must this. But the premise is de-
fective, and the argument has no  foundation in 
fact. A positive duty of the gospel must have 
some  direct testimony in its favor. A small work 
in our possession lays down as the foundation of 
the argument for infant baptism this proposition: 
"Baptism is both a sign and a seal." No Script-
ure proof is offered to establish this proposition. 
The argument proceeds on the hypothesis that as 
circumcision, which was a sign and seal, was 
applicable to infants to bring them into covenant 
relation to God, so baptism, which is a sign and 
seal, and thus answers to circumcision, is also 
necessary to bring infants into like covenant re-
lation in this dispensation. The serious and fatal 
defect.in this argument is, that baptism  does not 
occupy, in the new covenant, the place which 
circumcision occupied in the old covenant. The 
advocates of that idea are justly held to bring 
some Scripture evidence to support it, as a sup-
posed likeness of one to the other is no proof at 
all in such a case; but the Scriptures afford direct 
and positive disproof of it, by plainly declaring  

that the circumcision or seal of the new covenant 
is something else, namely, the Spirit of God in the 
heart of the believer. 

We are well aware that in these statements 
we come into conflict with the  feelings of many 
parents whose early training and constant thought 
in that direction, together with the idea that  a 
real benefit is  imparted to children in the rite, 
causes them to feel very deeply on the subject. 
Said an aged friend, while the tears were start-
ing from his eyes, " Would you not let us seal our 
children to the Lord?" We should readily answer 
in the affirmative if two necessary conditions were 
proved or could be proved: 1. That it is  possible 
for us to seal our children, and, 2. That it is  re-
quired of us in the Scriptures. It is not enough 
to show that it gratifies even our  pious feelings, or 
to claim a pious use  for the rite. All this has 
been urged in favor of every innovation .and every 
error that has been brought into the church from 
the days of Tertullian and of Constantine to the 
present time. When we learn that the sign, or 
seal, of the new covenant is not outward,  but is 
the circumcision of the heart by the operation of 
the Spirit, we perceive that it is impossible for us 
to affix the seal to any one. As we are not re-
quired to do that which is impossible, the Script-
ures never intimate that any duty exists in that 
direction; but all religious observances,' in the 
absence of Scripture requirement, are will-wor-
ship. 

Paul makes an important statement in regard 
to the relation of the seal, which is in perfect 
harmony with all the evidence that has been 
presented, but fatal to the idea of sealing infants. 
He says, "After that ye believed, ye were sealed." 
Eph. 1 :13, 14. This is the only order admissible 
according to the Scriptures. And this text at 
once reverses the conclusion, and destroys the 
premise, of those who contend for infant baptis-
mal sealing; it says: "After that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is.  the earnest  of our inheritance," the same 
as the  sign or token,  which  outward circumcision 
was in the old covenant. No scripture says, Ye 
received the  sign,  or  seal,  or token, or earnest,  of 
baptism; and no scripture says, Ye were sealed 
before  ye believed. All that kind of talk is sheer 
assumption, and all assumptions on Bible doc-
trines are only hindrances to the progress of sim-
ple revealed truth. 

The statements of the Scriptures in regard to 
the two rites of circumcision and baptism, are so 
different as to preclude any reasoning from one 
to the other. Were there no conditions stated con-
cerning baptism,—were it left on conditions pre-
viously given, or were there any reasons given 
why the facts relating to one rite could be re-
ferred to the other,—the case would be quite 
different. It is distinctly stated that circumcis-
ion is to be performed when the subject is eight 
days old, and, of course, repentance and faith are 
not given as prerequisites to circumcision. It is 
never stated that baptism is to be administered 
at the age of eight days, or any number of days 
or years, but when the subjects receive the word 
preached, and repent of their sins. All efforts to 
enforce baptism, or to define the extent of its re-
lations and application because of its supposed 
likeness to circumcision, are not only without 
any warrant of Scripture, but directly against 
the plainest statements of the Bible, where the 
two rites are defined. 

Second in this line of inferences is the supposed 
reference to infants in certain promises made to 
yowr children, especially in Acts 2:38, 39; " The 
promise is unto you and to your children." But 
this argument is defective also, and the conclusion 
gratuitous. The term children need not  refer to 
infants, and in this and kindred texts does not 
refer to them, as may easily be shown. 

" To you and to your children" refers to the 
Jewish people then present and to their posterity; 
while " all that are afar off" refers to the Gen-
tiles. The first statement is proved by such 
texts as Gen. 45 : 21;  "the 'children of Israel" re-
ferred  only to the adult .sons of Jacob who went 
into Egypt to buy food; and so in numerous in-
stances. So also in the New Testament. " They 
which are of faith,  the same are the children of 
Abraham."  Gal. 3 :7. "Ye are the children of the 
prophets." Acts 3 :25, and others. The second 
statement, that the Gentiles are referred to as 
" afar off," is proved by Eph. 2; the apostle de-
clares to the Gentiles that the gospel was preached 
"to you which were afar off, and to. them that 
were sigh," by which means Jews and Gentiles  

are made both one, the Gentiles being also "made 
nigh by the blood of Christ." Nothing may be 
inferred from Acts 2 :39, in reference to infants, 
or to irresponsible little children. 

The inference is not only unnecessary,  but is 
actually  forbidden by the connection. 

The promise is so related to conditions to be 
fulfilled  that an application to infants is out of 
the question. 

1. The promise is made to those whom the 
Lord our God shall call. But infants are not 
subjects of any calling. 

2. The promise is on condition of repentance. 
But infants cannot repent. 

3. The promise is on condition of obeying the 
precept to be baptized. But infants cannot obey 
any precept. 

4. The requirement to repent refers only to 
sinners, and that to be baptized is for the remis-
sion of sin. But infants have no sins of which to 
repent, or to have remitted The last two prop-
ositions call for more extended notice. 

No one can possibly deny that baptism is al-
ways presented in the New Testament as  a com-
mandment to be obeyed,  and never as  a blessing to 
be passively received.  The writer once asked an 
aged friend if the duty to be baptized is not 
found in a commandment. The answer was 
promptly given in the affirmative. Next the 
question, ")oes an infant when it is baptized (if 
it were baptized), obey the commandment?" The 
answer was, "No; it is not the obedience of the 
child; it is obedience on the part of the parent." 
Then followed the important question, "When the 
child grows up to manhood and personally ac-
cepts the Saviour, will you baptize him in your 
church, if he asks for baptism?" "No," was the 
answer; "for he was once baptized, and it is 
wrong to repeat it." 

The conclusion is evident; it is even in the 
answer. It was not obedience on the part of the 
child, and if he grows to age, and believes and 
repents,  the church will not permit him to obey; 
the action of the parent having forestalled his 
obedience! Can this be right? How can it be 
defended? Can a church lawfully adopt rules 
which are not laid down in the Scriptures, which 
prevent obedience  to those which are given in the 
Scriptures? But this is exactly the case with 
infant baptism. • Religious duties cannot be dis-
charged—commandments cannot be obeyed—by 
proxy. "Repent and be baptized,  every one of 
you," is  the authoritative precept which sounds in 
every sinner's ears; and no action of man, either 
priest or parent, can absolve from the duty to 
obey this precept. Here is an indictment of in-
fant baptism from which its friends can never 
rescue it. 

Again, as baptism stands related to repentance 
on the part of the subject, and the remission of 
sin, it .cannot be appropriately administered to 
infants; for they have neither ability nor need to 
repent. Repentance is for sin committed, and 
remission is for those only who have committed 
sin; and these do not apply to innocents. To 
relieve the practice from this difficulty, the weak 
pretext has been framed that they are baptized 
because of the sin of Adam! for to this amounts 
the assertion that they are baptized for original 
sin, or to obviate natural depravity. This last 
idea has led further to a wrong estimate of, and 
false dependence on, baptism. The idea of bap-
tismal regeneration is inseparably connected with 
infant baptism. They are not only connected by 
logical sequence, but they stand connected in the 
writings of the advocates of the practice. On 
this point we must make some quotations. 

I LOOK at time as one who sees 
A pale leaf floating on the breeze 
Amid a grove of noble trees. 

It fills awhile a little nook ; 
To-day it is—to-morrow, look! 
The great white throne! the open book ! 

We stand upon a narrow space, 
Eternity rolls on apace— 
Where next shall be our resting-place ? 

THE  eye of true faith is so quick-sighted that it 
can see through all the mists and fogs of difficul-
ties. The faith that is grounded on the promises 
of God, discovers that in prison there is liberty; 
in trouble, peace; in affliction, comfort; in death, 
life; in the cross, a crown; and in a manger, the 
Lord Jesus. 

ACTIONS, looks, words, steps, form the alphabet 
by which you may spell character. 
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THE RELAPSE OF FAITH. 

PETER was in prison. Herod meant to kill him 
after the Passover. But the Christian friends of 
Peter did not forget him. "Ceaseless prayer" 
was offered up for his deliverance. A special 
prayer-meeting was held at the, house of Mary 
Mark for that purpose. It was a solemn time. 
James was dead; his blood even then reddened 
the ground. Was Peter to die too ? His precious 
life hung in the balance. Unless God stepped 
beyond the operation of natural laws to interfere 
in his behalf, his useful years must end. They 
believed GOd could do it. They had not yet 
learned that God was a slave to the laws himself 
bath made, and could not suspend their oper-
ation, or go beyond it for man's good, and in 
answer to prayer. It was left for the unbelief 
of a succeeding age to shut God up in a net-
work of law, from which he could not escape. 

They asked God, in the simplicity of their faith, 
to deliver Peter from jail; and God did it. While 
they were praying and believing, there was a 
knock at the door. Rhoda, a young girl who 
was there with them praying, tripped softly to 
the door, and asked, " Who is there?" "It is I 
—Peter." 

Immediately her soul overflowed with joy. 
Glory to God! He has heard our prayers; Peter 

is free!" 	 • 
She did not even think to open the door, but 

ran back crying to the. others, "Peter is free; he 
is out of jail!" 

Did they rejoice, praising God, too? No; they 
would not believe her word, but said, "Thou art 
mad!" Strange relapse into unbelief.! Had been 
praying in faith for this very thing, and now 
when their prayer was answered in full, and one 
of their number reported Peter standing at the 
outer gate, free and well, they swung back into 
unbelief, and said it could not be. How natural 
is unbelief! Thus, you young convert, when 
under conviction of sin, prayed God to forgive 
you, and convert your soul. It was done. You 
were filled with the' light of the morning. Joy, 
like 'a flood, poured in upon your soul, and test-
ified of God's grace. 

But in a little while, the tempter suggested 
that it was a delusion, and you said " Oh, I am 
afraid that I was mistaken! " You relapsed again 
into unbelief. 

Mother, your child was sick. The crisis came; 
you knelt by the bedside; how you prayed God 
to raise your child; it was done. Next morning, 
when the physician came, he said the child was 
better, and wodld recover. Did you praise God 
for it? No ; you hardly remembered that you 
had prayed to him in behalf of your child. You 
praised the physician, recommending him to all 
your acquaintances, ut said nothing about the 
Great Physician, to whom you had applied in 
your trouble; you suffered .relapse of faith. 

Or, you were sick yourself. The tide of life 
ran far down. Physicians gave you up. Some 
dear friend knelt at your side as knelt Luther at 
the side of the sick Melancthon, and wrestled 
with God for you. You felt in your soul that his 
prayer saved you. 

But as you got better, you became ashamed of 
that 'impression, and spake not of it, lest some 
one should consider you a fanatic; for that kind 
of faith is not fashionable in the hurches. You 
relapsed into unbelief. 

Or, you were in a financial strait; your note in 
bank was maturing. You had asked help all 
around among your friends. No help was found; 
ruin stared you full in the face. You got down 
on your knees, and asked God to help you in 
some way; and, in a most unlooked-for way, the 
help came, and you were out of jail, 

But did you glorify God fbr deliverance? No; 
you almost forgot that you had prayed, or if you 
remembered it, perhaps you were ready to think 
your deliverance as much due to your own per-
severance and skill, and to luck, as to any inter-
ference on the part of God. So you yielded to 
unbelief.—Methodist Home Journal. 

HABITS.-" There are habits," says Paley, "not 
only of drinking, swearing, and lying and of some 
other things which are commonly acknowledged 
to 'be habits, but of every modification of action, 
speech, and thought. Man is a bundle of habits. 
There are habits of industry, attention, vigilance, 
advertency; of a prompt obedience to the judg-
ment occurring, or of yielding to the first impulse 
of passion; of extending our views to the future,  

or of resting upon the present; of apprehending, 
methodizing, reasoning; of indolence, dilatoriness; 
of vanity, self-conceit, melancholy, partiality; of 
fretfulness, suspicion ; captiousness, censorious-
ness; of pride, ambition, covetousness; of over-
reaching, intriguing, projecting: in a word, there 
is not a quality or function, either of body or 
mind, which does not feel the influence of this 
great law of animated nature." 

THE POWER OF DEATH. 

THERE is no empire so vast as the empire of 
death. Kings and conquerors, emperors and 
nobles, men of wisdom, valor, and strength, all 
bow their head at the touch of the grim destroyer. 
Over the human family he rules with a sceptre of 
supreme and unmitigated despotism. He breaks 
the strong and crushes the weak. He drives the 
plowshare of distruction through families and 
homes. He severs the tenderest ties, and treads 
beneath his iron hoof the broken hearts of stricken 
and desolate humanity. Every flower fades at 
his touch. Beauty vanishes at his breath. Pride 
and glory go down into common and undistin-
guishable ruin before him. He reaches for the 
highest, he slays the mightiest, he brings low the 
honored and the exalted. 

Even Christ himself; the Son of God and heir 
of all things, the Anointed of the Lord, bowed 
his head beneath the dominion of the king of ter-
rors. But at last the Conqueror of death had 
appeared. He who died on Calvary lives at 
God's right hand. He who entered Joseph's 
tomb burst asunder the bars of death, and flung 
wide the gates of hell. He says, "I am he that 
liveth and was dead, and behold I am.  alive for-
evermore, and have the keys of death and of 
hell." He breaks the sceptre 'of the tyrant, he 
snaps his chains asunder. He says to his disci-
ples, " Because I live, ye shall live also." He 
leaves a shining pathway through the valley of 
the shadow of death, and calls His people to fol-
low him in resurrection life. Even in this world, 
dying to sin, buried with him by baptism, quick-
ened by his grace, raised to walk in newness of 
life, they prefigure and anticipate that victory 
over death which shall leave the king of terrors 
without a captive or a subject, to be cast by 
the Almighty hand into the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone. Christ through death 
destroyed him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and delivers those who through fear 
of death were all their life time subject to bond-
age. Their wails of sorrow are changed to songs 
of triumph; their fears and anxieties give place 
to hopes that find anchorage within the veil. 
They sing amid the deathshades, and they sink 
to their rest with a smile of victory playing on 
their pallid faces. All things are theirs, whether 
life or death; and they wait the morning when 
He .who abolished death in his own body, shall 
interpose on behalf of his people, and shall swal-
low up death in full and final and eternal victory. 
Christian soldiers, partakers of the resurrection 
life of a risen and ascended Lord, be strong in 
God. Fear not; your conflicts are brief, your tri-
als are but for a little while, your light affliction 
is but for a moment. Bereavements and mourn-
ings and separations will soon be over, and then 
shall come the final victory, the eternal psalm, 
the palms that never wither, the crowns that 
never fade, the harps. of gladness, the garments 
of praise, and the life eternal in the kingdom of 
our God.—Christian. 

GOD has two thrones: one in the highest hea-
vens; the other in the lowliest hearts. 

abbatit 

TIME TO STUDY. 

WHEN urging our scholars to a more thorough 
study of the lessons, we are often told that it is 
impossible to find time, and we as often think of 
of the little boy who after a severe whipping, was 
asked if he would be good answered "I can't find 
time." We often make this an excuse for neglect-
ing these things we do not especially enjoy; and 
we too often find time to do those things which 
do not benefit us and are not necessary.. This is 
well illustrated by the following paragraph from 
the S. S. Times:— 

We always find time to do the one thing which 
we feel is most important of all to be done. We 
are always ready to do one thing more for the  

person who is dearer to us than all the world be-
sides. Whatever and whoever are left unattended 
to, in our daily life, are crowded out by something, 
or some one, deemed worthier of our first atten-
tion. All our activities, therefore, and all our 
endeavors, are materially shaped by our desires 
and our affections. How important then that we 
give the first place in our love and longings to the 
persons who, and the things which, ought to be 
foremost. The old German symbolist tells of a 
lock shown to Gotthold, which was constructed of 
separate rings, on each of which was a letter, and 
the lock could be opened only when those rings 
were arranged to spell a word to which they had 
been set by him who closed it. This made Gott-
hold long to have a lock on his heart set to the 
name of Jesus; and his prayer was, " Lord Jesus, 
engrave thou thy name with thine own finger 
upon my heart, that it may remain closed to 
worldly joy and worldly pleasure, self-interest, 
fading honor, and low revenge, and open only to 
thee." How many of our hearts are so set that 
they will open readiest of all to that name." 

W. C. WHITE. 

BOOKS FOR TEACHERS AND BIBLE 
STUDENTS. 

WE are glitd, to notice an increasing desire 
among'our teachers, to become better skilled in 
the methods of teaching, and to provide themselves 
with the best aids for collecting the right matter 
to present to their classes. Many teachers have 
secured the few good books recommended in the 
SIGNS, and the result of thorough preparation be-
gins to manifest itself in better teaching. 

This week we make a valuable addition to our 
list of books for students and teachers, in Case's 
Bible Atlas. This book fills an important place in 
the Bible students' library. We have examined 
many books of this kind which were too expen-
sive and yet too limited. This Atlas though quite 
comprehensive is of light expense. 

Next to an understanding of Scripture narra-
tive, it is important to know where the events of 
Bible history transpired. A general knowledge 
of Bible geography is essential to a full appreci-
ation and understanding of the history under ex-
amination. 

It is true that a knowledge of geography is a 
mere skeleton without the 'narrative, and equally 
true that sacred history is often a shapeless mass 
of events in the mind of the student who has not 
studied carefully the relative position and sur-
roundings of the places with which the history 
deals, Bible history and Bible geography should 
be studied together, they cannot be separated. 

Let a general outline of the geography of Bible 
lands be firmly fixed in the mind, and a new in-
terest attaches to all Bible history. As we locate 
each event it seems more real. Parents should 
instruct their children more thoroughly in this 
branch of Bible knowledge. 	W. C. WHITE. 

VALUABLE BOOKS FOR BIBLE STUDENTS. 

Case's Bible Atlas. A new and comprehensive 
atlas to illustrate the Old and New Testaments, cone 
taining fifteen maps with explanatory notes on each 
map, and a full and accurate index. Also an article 
on the Jewish and Roman modes of computing time 
mentioned in the Scriptures. List of maps:— 

I. Distribution of Nations after the,  Deluge. 
2. Gentile Countries, and Nations of the Old Testa- 

ment. 
8. The Exodus, or Journeyings of the Israelites from 

Egypt to Canaan. 
4. Modern Egypt and Sinai (Physical). 
5. Holy Land as allotted by Joshua to the Twelve 

Tribes of Israel. 
6. Kingdoms of Judah and Israel. 
7. United Kingdom of Saul, David, and Solomon. 
8. Lands of the Jewish Captivities. 
9. Plan of Ancient Jerusalem. 
10. Solomon's Temple and the Tabernacle (Bird's.. 

eye View). 
11. Palestine in the time of our Lord. 
12. Modern Palestine (Physical). 
13. Sea of Galilee and Environs of Jerusalem. 
14. St. Paul's Journeys. 
15. Modern Jerusalem. 
16. Prevailing Religions of the World. 
The maps are clearly lettered and distinctly printed, 

and the index is more complete and perfect than we 
have seen in any other Bible Atlas. Over a thousand 
places are given in alphabetical order. with figures 
showing the map in which it is given and letters 
indicating the latitude and longitude near which the 
place will be found. 

Address, 	 SIONB OF THE TIME, 
Oakland, Cal, 
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DOCTOR BENSON'S SUNDAY BOOK. 

THERE are two expressions in the quotations we 
gave last week which call for notice. One is, that 
the "earnest Christians of the different churches" are 
"the sinners saved by their ministry." We are not 
going to deny that there are many sinners in the dif-
ferent churches who greatly need to be saved. The 
Lord says, "Cry aloud, spare not, . . . show my people 
their transgressions." "Sin is the transgression of the 
law," and when God's professed people " make void the 
law," or teach " for doctrines the commandments of 
men," and "make the commandment of God of none 
effect by their tradition," this cry ought to be heard. 
God's truth must be vindicated. But if the Doctor 
intends to insinuate, as we think he does, that none 
but members of other churches are converted by our 
ministry, then his words are unjust. It is a misrepre-
sentation. It is a matter of personal experience with 
us that the preaching of the fulfillment of prophecy 
(too much neglected by the popular ministry), has 
power to convert unbelievers now, as it had in the days 
of the apostles. In those days appeals were made to 
the "sure word of prophecy," and preaching consisted 
in expounding the words which the prophets have 
spoken. Essays on everything but the Bible, styled 
sermons, were not then in vogue. And the prophecies 
are yet being fulfilled. Therefore it is still "present 
truth" to proclaim their fulfillment. We have seen 
many infidels led to a belief in the Bible, and to lives 
of faith and prayer, by the preaching of Seventh-day 
Adventists. We regret that the Doctor has suffered 
his prejudice to lead him to do us such injustice. 

The other expression is found in the following words:— 
" The day kept is holy because of the act of obe-

dience; and the moral quality of the act, as in all cases, 
is found in the intention." 

The first part of this quotation was noticed, and its 
falsity exposed, last week. The last part he does not 
use lawfully. It is true that intention determines, to 
a large extent, the quality of an action. But we would 
ask him, Does the sanctity of the Sabbath depend on 
the intention of the keeper or breaker thereof? If it 
does, as he intimates, then if all should unite in des-
ecrating the Sabbath, as an institution it would cease 
to exist ! Thus man could utterly annihilate one of 
the ten commandments by disregarding it ! This is 
surely so if "the day kept is holy because of the act of 
obedience." If there were no obedience there would 
be no holy day—no holy Sabbath, and the command-
ment would refer to a myth. Does the Doctor really 
believe this ? Are his eminent indorsers prepared to 
accept it ? We venture that not one of them dares to 
accept this conclusion, and yet they take this very 
position in their zeal to put down the seventh day. 
Such declarations are unworthy of review; notice of 
them is only called for by the prominence given to 
them by bodies of learned men, and editors of religious 
papers. We sincerely wish that some of the admirers 
of such arguments would try to vindicate the conclu-
sions to which they logically tend. It would furnish a 
rare treat in " theology." 

We come now to chapter 2. The burden of this 
chapter is to make it appear that a new Sabbath was 
instituted in the wilderness of Sin, according to Ex. 
16. (We incline to the opinion that all the theories 
of new Sabbaths, as substitutes for the Lord's Sabbath, 
take their origin in " the wilderness of sin," but not 
that one in Arabia.) We quote his words:— 

"In this chapter we have a historical account of the 
institution of the Jewish Sabbath. The manna fell on 
the morning of the 16th, and fell regularly for six con-
secutive nights. On the morning of the 22d of the 
month, as Moses had foretold them, there was no 
manna. It Nyas the Sabbath. Had it been on the day 
of the Patriarchal Sabbath, the seventh day preceding 
(which was the 15th day of the month) would also 
have been the Sabbath; but, as the record shows, the 
fifteenth day, just one week previous to the day on  

which no manna was found, was a secular day. Had it 
been holy, the pillar of cloud would have hovered over 
the camp, and the people would have remained in their 
tents all day. Now one of two hypotheses must be 
true; either this Sabbath in the wilderness of Sin is a 
new institution, or the day of the Patriarchal Sabbath 
was changed. That it was a Jewish Sabbath day, 
ordained for a specific purpose, is evident from the 
record." 

If Dr. Benson had made it his endeavor to crowd 
many errors into a small space he might well be proud 
of his achievement. Let the reader carefully note the 
record, and see if he can find any evidence that the 
Sabbath of Ex. 16 was then first given. If the record 
shows it, then why did Dr. Clarke use the following 
language on this chapter ?— 

" There is nothing either in the text or context, 
that seems to intimate that the Sabbath was now first 
given to the Israelites, as some have supposed; on the 
contrary, it is here spoken of as being perfectly well 
known, from its having been generally observed." 

That is to say, the Sabbath of Ex. 16 was one well 
known and not a new one. What light has Dr. Ben-
son got on this chapter that Dr. Clarke did not have? 

We will state a few points, which we wish the reader 
to carefully note, and then examine the ground of the 
Dr.'s conclusion. 

1. There is no intimation in Ex. 16 of a Sabbath 
being then instituted. If any one dissents, we will 
thank him to point to the verse or sentence which will 
show our error. 

2. The Sabbath of Ex. 16 is every time called " the 
seventh day," without any explanation, which would 
be necessary if it was different from that seventh day, 
namely, of the week, which God sanctified from creation. 

3. There is no reason given in Ex. 16 why the seventh 
day, or any day, is the Sabbath. That information we 
gather elsewhere. As Dr. Clarke truthfully said, there 
is no intimation of the introduction of a new Sabbath 
in Ex. 16. 

4. There is no act recorded in Ex. 16 which bears 
resemblance to erecting or introducing a new institu-
tion. No day was then sanctified for any purpose or 
reason. 

5. The manna was withheld on the seventh day, not 
to constitute it a Sabbath, but, because it was the Sab-
bath. The fact of its having been constituted a Sab-
bath, long before that time, we learn in Gen. 2:3. and 
Ex. 20: 8-11. 

Again we invite any one to point to one sentence in 
the record which will invalidate these positions. Now 
we will notice what Dr. Benson assumes to arrive at his 
conclusion, for which he has not offered one particle of 
proof. 

1. He assumes that all the murmuring of the people, 
as recorded in this chapter, occurred on the very day 
of their arrival in the wilderness of Sin. If this is not 
true his fabric falls to the ground. But he offers no 
proof that it is true, for he has none. 

2. He assumes that the quails fell on their encamp-
ment the very day of their arrival there. We say of 
this as we said of the first. We wait for the proof. 

3. He assumes that the manna began to fall on the 
16th day of the month. We want something more 
than his assertion to be assured of any such fact. He 
cannot possibly know that it is so. 

4. He assumes that the manna fell a full week, or 
six successive days before the Sabbath. For ought he 
or any one knows it may have first fallen in the middle 
of the week. It would not affect the Sabbath in either 
case. He only asserts; let him bring his proof. 

5. He assumes that a new Sabbath was set up in the 
wilderness of Sin; of which no intimation is given in 
the sacred record. 

6. He assumes that the Sabbath of Ex. 16 was not 
the Patriarchal Sabbath, though it is introduced, as Dr. 
Clarke remarks, not as a new institution, but as one 
well known. 

7. To meet the demands of this assumption he fur-
ther assumes that the Sabbath of Ex. 16 was on the 
sixth day of the week, though the record positively 
and repeatedly says it was the seventh day. There is 
no intimation in all the Bible that any other day was 
ever blessed, hallowed, or constituted a weekly Sab-
bath but that seventh day upon which Jehovah rested 
when be made the heavens and the earth. 

And to prove by his own showing that he does not 
know the day of the week on which they came to the 
wilderness of Sin, and how long the manna fell before  

that Sabbath mentioned in Ex. 16, we have only to 
refer to his mention of their leaving Rameses on the 
15th day of the first month. He says: " It was probably 
on the sixth day of the week, Friday." He does not 
even give a reason why that is probable. But if he 
cannot establish that, how can he establish the day of 
the week of the 15th of the next month ? Any reader 
can see that his conclusions are based on conjectures and 
assumptions contrary to the direct words of the sacred 
record. 

He concedes that the Sabbath was regarded before 
the exode. He says they could not have left Egypt 
" on the seventh day, as that was the Patriarchal Sab-
bath. God would not have his people enter upon a 
long and laborious journey on that day which he him-
self had hallowed." 

This contradicts all that he has said about the holi-
ness of the day depending on the act of obedience. 
He acknowledges here that God had hallowed it pre-
viously, and independently of their obedience. And 
this every one knows is truth. The only wonder is 
that he had the temerity to deny it. But according to 
his statements and calculations, the 16th day of the 
second month was on the Patriarchal Sabbath, and on 
this day they first gathered manna (he says), which 
the Lord would not permit them to do on the Sabbath ! 
" Your ways are not equal." 

We come now to the climax of absurdities, and er-
rors. He knows that his calculation thus far would 
leave the Israelites with two weekly Sabbaths—one on 
the sixth day, and one on the seventh day. In this 
manner he disposes of this difficulty, speaking of giving 
the law:— 

" The deliverance from captivity is not mentioned. 
The day of the Jewish Sabbath, however, was retained, 
the two Sabbaths were blended and kept on the same 
day. The two-fold memorial was kept, the Patriarchal 
day dropping back to the time of the Jewish Sabbath, 
which was to be kept as long as the dispensation con-
tinued." 

By the day of the Jewish Sabbath he means the sixth 
day, or the day preceding the " Patriarchal Sabbath " 
which was the seventh day. And the seventh day 
Sabbath then dropped back upon the sixth day Sabbath, 
and the seventh day and the sixth day were one and 
the same thereafter I Or, God's sanctified seventh day 
was thereafter observed on the sixth day, which is pre-
cisely the same thing. Here a couplet of Dr. Young's 
rises to our mind:— 

" If anger rise, let anger be my praise, 
And sin the grateful indignation raise." 

We are not sure that reverence will permit us to 
altogether restrain our indignation at such an abuse of 
the word and institutions of the Most High. Where 
did the Doctor learn all this ? Not from the Bible, for 
there is no intimation there of such a thing as the 
" dropping back " of the Lord's Sabbath to a day which 
was not his Sabbath—which he had not sanctified. 
He does not venture to give a line of proof to justify 
this bold assertion. It rests solely upon his ward. Did 
the Jews themselves ever know anything of the insti-
tuting of a sixth-day Sabbath ? They never heard of 
it. Did they know that the seventh-day Sabbath was 
dropped back to the sixth day ? They did not. Moses 
and the prophets " died without the sight," and it was 
reserved to Dr. Benson to make the grand discovery, 
which throws all the inventions of Edison into the 
shade,—before which even the electric light grows 
dim. Where did the Doctor find this wondrous light, 
concerning which the Bible is silent, and of which the 
people to whom " were committed the oracles of God " 
were ignorant ? Reader, we can tell you. He found 
it in the necessity of his Sunday theory ! It was " hard 
up" for arguments. The Seventh-day Adventists had 
taken the word of God and demolished its traditional 
citadels. They had convinced " good, honest, earnest 
Christians" that Sabbath-keeping and Sunday-keeping 
are not the same thing—that to keep " the Sabbath 
day according to the commandment," we must keep 
the seventh day, and not the first day of the week. 
To save " the venerable day of the sun," these flimsy 
conjectures are invented, of which the Bible does not 
afford the 'faintest shadow of proof. 

We have now examined all there is of the foundation 
of his argument. We will notice his conclusions here-
after. 

IF we are willing to do what nobody else will do, to 
go where nobody else will go, to bear what nobody else 
will bear, it is then we are arriving at the point of self-
denial required in the Scriptures, 
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agency by which the two-horned beast is to perform 
its astonishing miracles in the coming hour of tempta-
tion. 

Rev. 13 :13, 14: " And he doeth great wonders, so 
that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they 
should make an image to the beast, which had the 
wound by a sword, and did live." 

At a period of time not very far distant in the future, 
this mighty satanic delusion will have absolute control 
of those who have not made Christ their portion, and 
his truth their shield and buckler. 

VIII. What is furnished us as a safeguard against this 
deception ? 

The prophet points us to this in the words of the 
text: " To the law and to the testimony; if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them." Our safeguard from satanic delusion 
is the commandments of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. Those who heed this warning will be 
able to escape the tempter's power; those who do not 
heed it will be carried away by it. This certainly 
indicates that when the grand struggle shall arrive, 
men will be found gathered into just two classes: 1. 
Commandment-keepers; 2. Spiritualists. 

If we treat the law of God as Isaiah bids us, we shall 
not only acknowledge its authority, but we shall have 
its holy principles written in our hearts. Then we 
shall be able to appreciate the vileness of this satanic 
doctrine, and ever be on our guard against it. And if 
we regard the testimony of Jesus Christ, which is the 
spirit of prophecy, Rev. 19 :10. we shall understand 
how great a difference there is between the teachings 
of the Holy Spirit and the doctrines of devils. 

J. N. A. 

THE SIN OF WITCHCRAFT. 

(Concluded.) 
VII. What are we to expect from this great satanic man-

ifestation in the closing scenes of this dispensation ? 
That modern spiritualism is not slandered when rep-

resented as a continuation of ancient witchcraft is shown 
by two facts: 1.. The Old Testament shows that the 
practice of witchcraft in the days of ancient Israel was 
precisely the same as the.work of modern spiritualism. 
2. Spiritualists do not deny, but frankly acknowledge, 
the identity of modern spirit mediums and ancient 
dealers with familiar spirits. Before we ask what Satan 
is to do in the final display of his utmost power, let us 
consider what he has done already in the revival of 
this mystery of iniquity. From an obscure beginning 
in Western New York, nearly thirty years since, spirit-
ualism has extended itself over the whole earth, and 
gained a foothold in every district of which we have 
any knowledge. It is already the religion of many 
millions of the human family. Its success has been the 
result of two things. 1. Its wonders; 2. Its doctrines. 
Its wonders are the wonders of ancient witchcraft in 
enabling men to converse with the dead. Its doctrines 
deserve notice. Among the most important are these:- 

1. That the Bible is full of errors, and not worthy of 
our confidence. 

2. That the moral law is of no authority as a standard 
of moral character. 

3. That there is no difference between right and 
wrong; for whatever is, is right; and no such• thing as 
sin exists. 	 • 

4. That there is no need of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, but every man is his own Christ. 

5. That there is no resurrection of the dead; no 
future Judgment, and no final account. 

6. That the God of the Old Testament is the spirit 
of a dead man. 

7. That all men compose a part of God; or, all men 
in death become so many separate deities. 

8. That the souls of men are immortal, and at death, 
enter a higher sphere. 

These principles are not always openly avowed in 
plain terms, but are dealt out as the hearer can bear 
them. But when men have become established in this 
system, the spirits do not hesitate to avow the "doc-
trines of devils" in the plainest terms.• It is probable 
that, like Mormonism, a large share of the success that 
attends this wonderful satanic manifestation is due to 
its teachings and practices in regard to the seventh 
commandment. The morals of ancient witchcraft may 
be seen by comparing Deut. 18 : 9-14; Lev. 18 : 24-30. 
Perhaps modern spiritualism cannot be worse; but it is 
certainly not one degree purer. There are thousands 
of people now standing in the outer courts of this infer-
nal diabolism, who are comparatively unaware of what 
exists in its sanctuary. Would to God that they could 
be warned before they drink deeper of this strong de-
lusion. 

The future of this system of ruinous delusion and 
mighty satanic wonders is given in the prophetic Script-
ures. Of the period immediately preceeding the sec-
ond advent of Jesus Christ, Paul speaks thus:- 

2 Thess. 2 : 9-12: " Whose coming is after the work-
ing of Satan with all power and signs and lying won-
ders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 
them that perish; because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie; that they all might be damned 
who believed 14 the truth but had pleasure in unright-
eousness." 

A short space of time in the close of this dispensation 
bears the dread appellation of the hour of temptation:— 

Rev. 3 :10: " Because thou hest kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of tempta-
tion, which shall come upon all the world to try them 
that dwell upon the earth." 

These spirits have an important part to act prepara-
tory to the battle of the great day of God Almighty:— 

Rev. 16 : 13, 14: " And I saw three unclean spirits 
like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and 
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of the great day of God Almighty." 

The false prophet, out of whose mouth one of the 
unclean spirits goes forth, is the same as the two-horned 
beast, Rev. 13 : 11, This fact gives as a clue to the  

there is a still stronger expression which yet remains 
to be noticed. " For Christ," says Paul. " is not en-
tered into the holy places made with hands [the 
earthly Sanctuary] which are figures of the true." 

It is in view of such plain testimony as this that we 
reject those fantastical notions which Fould make all 
Heaven but the second apartment of the Sanctuary, 
and all earth the first, or which would make the two 
apartments of the earthly building typify the two dis-
pensations, Jewish and Christian. The Bible teaches 
us, if language is capable of doing it, that there is in 
Heaven a greater and more perfect tabernacle, a true 
Sanctuary which the Lord pitched and not man, of 
which the earthly was a correct and true shadow, types 
or figure. 

When the old covenant gave place to the new, then 
the typical Sanctuary was succeeded by the true. The 
type cannot reach beyond its antitype; the shadow 
ceases when the substance comes. The offering of 
goats and calves was no longer serviceable ,when the 
great offering for the world had died on Calvary. 
Christ declared to the Jews as he departed from the 
temple, " Behold your house is left unto you desolate." 
Matt. 23 :38. And when amid the terrific scenes that 
attended the crucifixion of Christ, the vail of the tem-
ple was rent in twain from top to bottom, it was a solemn 
demonstration that its services were forever finished. 
The blood was then shed that was to be ministered for 
us in the heavenly Sanctuary, and there from thence-
forth, the world was to look for salvation and pardon. 

The way into the heavenly holy places, says Paul, 
" was not yet made manifest, while as the first taber-
nacle was yet standing." Heb. 9 :8. That is, God did 
not during the typical dispensation, lay open the true 
tabernacle, but gave to the people a figure or pattern of 
it. 	But when the time came that the services of the 
worldly Sanctuary ended, when the dying Saviour 
cried with a loud voice, It is finished; and darkness 
overspread all the land, and the earth quaked, and the 
rocks rent, then the way of the temple of God in Heaven 
was laid open. The true church has had since that 
time neither Sanctuary nor priesthood in old Jerusalem, 
but it has had both in Heavon. 

We have before shown that only 490 years of the 
2300 belonged to the Jews and the earthly Sanctuary. 
Gabriel, in his instructions to Daniel concerning the 
events to transpire at that time, shows him, first, that 
the earthly Sanctuary should be destroyed shortly after 
their rejection of the Messiah, and never be built, but 
be desolate till the consummation. Dan. 9 : 26, 27. 
Second, he brings to view the new covenant: "He (the 
Messiah) shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week. " Verse 27. Third, he brings to view the new-
covenant church, or host, namely, the " many " with 
whom the covenant is confirmed. Fourth, he brings 
to view the new-covenant sacrifice, namely, the cutting 
off of the Messiah, but not for himself. He brings to 
view also the Mediator of the new covenant. Verse 25: 
11 : 22; Heb. 12 : 24. And, fifth, he brings to view, 
lastly, the new-covenant Sanctuary; viz., " to anoint 
the Most Holy." Verse 24. This has reference, doubt- 
less, to an act preparatory to the commencement of the 
ministration of the Sanctuary, which was, to anoint 
both the holy places and all the sacred vessels. Ex. 
40 :9-11. On this point we quote the following from 
the Advent Shield, No. 1, p. 75:— 

" And the last event of the 70 weeks, as enumerated 
in verse 24, was the anointing of the Most holy,' or 
the 	Holy of holies,' or the Sanctum sanctorum.' Not 
that which was on earth, made with hands, but the 
true tabernacle, into which Christ, our High Priest, is 
for us entered. Christ was to do in the true taberna-
cle, in Heaven, what. Moses and Aaron did in its pat-
tern. See Heb. 6; 7; 8; 9; Ex. 30 : 22-30; Lev. 8 : 
1.0-15." 

So far, we trust, the subject is clear to all minds. 
There can be no doubt concerning the object which the 
angel had in view when he said, "Unto 2300 days, then 
shall the Sanctuary be cleansed." What this cleansing 
is, and how it is to be accomplished, be assured the 
Bible will not withold from the honest inquirer. 

U.  

A FITTING REBUKE.—Dr. Johnson, being once in 
company with some scandal-mongers. and one of them 
having accused an absent friend of resorting to rouge, 
he observed, " It is, perhaps, after all, much better 
for a lady to redden her own cheeks than to blacken 
other people's characters." All should remember this 
who are giyen to trifling with the reputation of others, 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRESENT TRUTH. 

NUMBER TWENTY-ONE. 

(THE SANCTUARY, CONTINUED.) 

THrs " more perfect tabernacle," this " true Sanctu-
ary " which the Lord pitched and not man, is the great 
antiqpe of the earthly building. The word of God 
declares it; and we therefore believe it. There is one 
declaration of Paul's to which we would call particular 
attention. Speaking of the priests that ministered in 
the earthly tabernacle he says: " Who serve unto the 
example and shadow of heavenly things, AS Moses was 
admonished of God, when he was about to make the 
tabernacle; for see, saith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount." 
Heb. 8 :5. Paul here declares that the priests served 
unto the example and shadow of heavenly things; and 
how does he prove it ? By a reference to the building 
and the command that Moses had to make it according 
to the pattern. His argument is this: The priests 
served unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, 
just as the tabernacle, built according to the pattern 
shown to Moses, was a shadow and example of heavenly 
things; and just as this tabernacle was a shadow of the 
heavenly building, just so the priests served unto the 
example of heavenly things. 

Here, then, Paul calls the tabernacle erected by 
Moses, a shadow of heavenly things. One distinguishing 
feature of this tabernacle was that it had two apart-
ments, a holy and a most holy place. The heavenly 
Sanctuary therefore has the same; for a Sanctuary in 
Heaven with only one apartment would not cast a 
shadow upon earth with two. And if the pattern had 
but one holy place, and Moses erected a building with 
two, he did not follow the pattern; for there would then 
have been a great dissimilarity. But Moses did build 
it according to the pattern. Accordingly we hear Paul 
speaking of the holy places (plural) of the heavenly 
Sanctuary. See Heb. 9 :8, 12; 10:19. The word ren-
dered, holiest, or holy place, in each of these texts is in 
the original in the plural, and is correctly rendered in 
many translations, holy places. 

But Paul makes use of expressions still stronger on 
this point. Speaking of the earthly tabernacle and its 
instruments of service, he says: [Heb. 9 :23,J It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
Heavens should be purified with these; that is with the 
blood of calves and goats. What was cleansed by. 
these ? The two apartments of the earthly Sanctuary, 
and the altar. See Lev. 16. And Paul explicitly tells 
as that these were patterns of things in, the Heavens. But 
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Zite gissionarp. 
NOT OUR OWN. 

0 G OD ! canst thou accept my heart, 
The remnant of my days; 

When human life is far too short, 
All given to thy praise. 

The morning of my life is gone; 
Recalled it cannot be; 

Can I find pardon at thy throne, 
And make my peace with thee? 

I've wasted much God-given strength, 
Serving the carnal mind; 

And can it be that I at length 
With thee acceptance find? 

What base ingratitude ! how mean, 
And justly too abhorred, 

To give our best days all to sin, 
The refuse to the-Lord ! 

To serve the flesh.in selfish mood 
• Down to our latest breath; 

Tread under foot the Saviour's blood, 
And seek his grace at death. 

0 God ! such vileness I would hate, 
Abhor it perfectly; 

And what remains of life, though late, 
Devote entire to thee. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

"IN WEARINESS AND PAINFULNESS." 

CHAPTERS 11 and 12 of Second Corinthians 
can be studied with profit. The apostle here 
enumerates some of the sufferings and conflicts 
which he endured for Christ's sake. The zeal of 
the early church is spoken of as that of no other 
church since the days of the apostle has been. 
In the book of Acts we have much that is very 
striking upon this point. In Rev. 2 : 2-4 are 
these forcible words: " I know thy works, and 
thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst 
not bear them which are evil; and thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and bast found them liars; and hast borne, 
and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast 
labored and not fainted. Nevertheless I.  have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love." 

From the above scriptures we can form some 
idea of what devotion and zeal the early church 
possessed, and what is required of us if we would 
meet the mind of the Spirit of God. We live in 
the closing scenes of this world's history. The 
last sands of time are fast passing away, and yet, 
right upon the borders of the eternal world as 
we are, how little we realize the importance of 
the cause we have espoused. Should we weigh 
ourselves in the same scales with the early church 
we would come far short of their devotion, and 
even their zeal and devotion did not come up to 
the true standard. 

There are only a few who can testify of labor-
ing with cheerfulness, " in weariness and painful-
ness " in the cause of their Redeemer; but there 
are many who can testify that they have labored 
on their farms or in some calling where personal 
interest only was at stake with "weariness and 
painfUlness. Many have grown grey and 'their 
countenances become furrowed with perplexing 
care, while serving themseves. This was simply 
for what they should eat and drink, or where-
withal they should be clothed. But few there 
are who thus labor in the cause of Him who left 
the royal courts and died that we might be 
saved. 

Our missionary system presents an opportunity 
for each to engage directly in the service of their 
Master. Agents are wanted to' sell our publica-
tions, and colporters are needed to enter thou-
sands of cities and villages, to visit families and 
call their attention to the truth, and to pray with 
and for those who may be anxious to know the 
will of God. Our sisters can also find a field of 
labor in remailing our pioneer sheet, and then 
corresponding with those to whom papers have 
been sent. A greater or less number of the SIGNS 
should be taken in every place where any of our 
people live, and these papers should be distributed 
throughout their respective neighborhoods, or 
remailed to those whose addresses may be ob-
tained. 

The importance of this feature of the missionary 
work has never been fully realized. It has been 
tkken hold of by many with the ends of their 
fingers, as it were; more as a speculative expert. 
ment than becoming a part of life's interest. It 
should become so interwoven in our nature that  

we cannot be separated from it. Then with 
cheerfulness we can labor with " weariness and 
painfulness." Frequently the first inconvenience 
experienced to pay for the papers, or 'the least 
discouragement in consequence of not receiving 
responses to letters written, has been sufficient 
excuse with some to abandon the work altogether. 
A little weariness or some trivial circumstance 
would prevent many from attending meeting, 
from re-mailing the SIGNS, or from writing a letter. 
The missionary work thus becomes second to 
everything else. In not a few instances the 
words of the prophets have been applicable:—
"Ye said also, Behold what a weariness is it, and 
ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts." 

God has committed to each of us a talent, and 
we are responsible for its use. Many have hid 
their talent in a napkin, and buried it in the 
earth, and in the Judgment will say, " Lord I 
knew thee that thou art au hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, gathering where thou 
bast not strewn." It was hard for them to deny 
themselves some personal ease or pleasure to en-
gage in a work which yielded so little returns, 
to perform so much labor with so little profit. It 
would cost them time, care, and thought. Yes, 
and if they become successful workers it would 
cost prayers and tears. In some instances the 
midnight hour has witnessed the earnest plead-
ings with God that he would prosper the efforts 
put forth. We know of no reason why our sisters 
and lay brethren should not feel an equal respon-
sibility in working for souls in their sphere as 
ministers do who enter the desk. 

We are thankful for what some of our confer-
ences are doing in this direction. But not one-
tenth as many papers are taken for missionary 
work as should be. Not one-twentieth is being 
accomplished which might and would be accom-
plished could all realize the importance of the 
present hour. Could the curtain be lifted and we 
be permitted to see the souls who .are to-day re-
joicing in the light of present truth in Europe, 
Asia, and even in Africa, as the result of remail-
ing the  SIGNS, and of correspondence, it would 
encourage the wearied and careworn laborers to 
labor on. It should inspire in the luke-warm a 
desire to become more zealous. 

DUTY OF OUR MINISTERS. 

Ministerii should feel a responsibility to educate 
our brethren and sisters in this branch of the 
work. Vigilant Missionary Societies should be 
organized wherever it is consistent. Young 
churches as well as our older brethren and sisters 
are willing if they were properly instructed. It 
is the duty of those laboring in the field to do 
this. There is not that close thinking and plan-
ning by ministers and people to advance the 
truth of God that there should be. In conse-
quence of this they are strangers to wearisome 
labor. It savors too much of work for some. 

When we consider the limited number of SIGNS 
now taken in clubs, and the hundreds of churches 
that are doing comparatively nothing in this 
direction, less than fifteen V. M. Societies doing 
most of all that is done, we are led to inquire, Is 
God's providence in this work or not ? is he lead-
ing ? does he accept this kind of labor ? If so, 
why should so little burden of it be felt by our 
ministers. 

Then our mind goes over to England, Scotland, 
Holland, Italy, and to every civilized nation of 
Europe, to the islands of the sea and to Egypt, 
the birth-place of Moses and the asylum of our 
Saviour. We are knowing to the fact that in 
each of these places precious souls are rejoicing 
in the truth of the third angel's message, many 
of whom have never seen one of like faith out-
side of their own numbers. And when we con-
sider that all this resulted from remailing our 
periodicals and from correspondence, we answer, 
Yes, we know that God's hand is in this branch 
of the work. His providence is over it. He has 
heard the cries of the praying ones. He has 
bottled the tears of those who have felt the bur-
den of this work. Angels of God have co-oper-
ated with those who, with weariness and painful-
ness have labored in this direction. 

We have not followed cunningly devised fables 
in this work. No, indeed. We want to see more 
of that spirit revived which characterized the 
early church, the reformers of the sixteenth cen-
tury and those of later times, and even of those 
in the infancy of our cause who could fold and 
direct papers till the midnight hour, and not un-
frequently till dawn of day, We pray that God  

will revive this spirit in the hearts of his waiting 
people. 

Much, yes, very much depends upon our minis-
ters and tract officers; upon the example which 
they set, the spirit they possess, and the educa-
tion they give to others. There is no one feature 
of the missionary work which will better cultivate 
and encourage this spirit among those who cannot 
leave their homes to labor than to join our Vigi-
lant Missionary Societies. They then take the 
responsibility of, finding interested readers for our 
paper, which, if they continue to do, will give 
them an experience in the things of God, and 
teach them to labor for others. 

S. N. HASKELL. 

HOW A TRACT WAS BLESSED. 

THE following incident, related by Bishop Riley, 
of Mexico, at a recent meeting of the Religious 
Tract Society, points to an interesting succession 
of men who have been instrumental in the Lord's 
hand in promoting the spread of the Gospel in 
Spain, and who were links in one chain of which 
the first link was the blessing.of God on a tract. 

A tract published in Italian by an American 
missionary, and left at the door of-the house of the 
late Dr. De Sanctis when he was a parish priest 
in Rome, was eagerly read by him. It pointed to 
and led him to the Bible, and the true interpreta-
tion of it. The study of the Bible led him to the 
Saviour, and he gave up his high position and 
prospects in Rome, and become a preacher of 
Protestant truth. 

At Turin he began to preach. There a Span-
iard, Ruet, heard him and accepted from him the 
Gospel message. Ruet went to Barcelona, was 
imprisoned and banished for the faith's sake, took 
refuge at Gibraltar, and there began to work for 
Christ. 

Here another young Spaniard, Matamoros, 
heard him preach. He asked for a copy of the 
New Testament, compared Ruet's teaching with 
it, found that they were in harmony, and joined 
him. He returned to Spain, and began to work 
there, and was imprisoned for three years; but, 
though silenced, he was able to do some work 
through the press. 	• 

One of his publications came into the hands of a 
Roman Catholic priest, Caberera. These words 
of our Lord were specially brought home to him; 
"Come unto Me, and h will give you rest." He 
gave up his position, came to Gibraltar, worked 
there as a sign painter, till under General Prim's 
Government, he was at iberty to go back to Spain. 
His work as a Protestant minister, first at Seville 
and now at Madrid, is well known. 

Who can tell, when in faith he plants a little 
seed, whereunto it will grow? 

OUR HIGH CALLING. 

GOD is doing a great, a glorious work, a solemn 
and fearful work, the work of winding up human 
affairs and bringing probationary time to its close. 
He has called us, dear brethren in the Lord, to be 
co-workers with him in making known the solemn 
and searching truth of the last message of warning 
to our fellow men, a message of which their ac-
ceptance or rejection will decide their future and 
eternal destiny. • We have been •called to a high 
and holy calling. Do we realize it? Do we have 
that love for souls who are exposed to eternal ruin 
and whom God designs to save through our in-
strumentality, which we ought to have ? 

The calling of the Christian is a high and holy 
calling; and especially those who live when the 
harvest is ripening and have so little time to 
work, and upon whom devolves the high trust of 
proclaiming the last warning to mankind and 
bringing the remnant of the church out of the 
accumulated mass of tradition and error into the 
simplicity and purity of the Bible truth, have a 
work and responsibility unsurpassed, certainly, by 
that of any that ever dwelt upon the earth.: 

May God help all engaged in this work to real-
ize our high calling, Not to be puffed up and 
exalted, supposing that we are the peculiar favor-
ites of Heaven, but in humility, justly appreciat-
ing the vast responsibility resting upon us. Let 
us "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith' we 
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long suffering, forbearing one another in love." 

R. F. COTTRELL, 

Tig same sun softens wax and hardens clay, 
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SINCE my last report, I have labored with the 
churches in the above places. They are few in 
numbers, but are trying to keep pace with the 
message and perform their part in the Master's 
vineyard. 

At Freshwater the V. M. Society increased their 
club of SIGNS from 16 to 25 copies of the 12-page 
edition. 

Organized a V. M. and also a T. and M. Society 
at Nevada City, to both of which all the brethren 
and sisters. belong; 28 copies of the SIGNS are 
taken by this V. M. Society. All pay the addi-
tional one third to their tithe for a home tract 
fund. This church is poor in this world's goods, 
but their example is certainly very commendable 
and worthy to be imitated by every church 
throughout the State. As a united whole, they 
take hold of every advance move, and do what 
they can to forward the cause of truth. Instruc-
tionB upon the T. and M. work, and how to keep 
the books, were given in each of the above-places, 
and the societies heartily united in the plan of act-
ing as agents for the State Society in the sale of 
our publications. 

Those changes of lessons recommended for the 
Sabbath-schools throughout the State, were read-
ily adopted by these schools. 

Organized a church of eleven members at 
Nevada City, with Bro. James Johnson, deacon, 
Sr. Ida Brackett, clerk, and Alonzo Papworth, 
leader. Baptized one while there. This little 
company are of good courage spiritually and are 
earnestly striving to be overcomers. There are 
quite a number here who are earnestly searching 
for the present truth, and we believe honestly. 

We are now holding meetings at Chico, in the 
60 ft. tent; have given four discourses; close at-
tention is paid to the word spoken. We have 
fair audiences, and they _are increasing. Bro. 
Grainger is here with me. We ask an interest in 
your prayers, that God may work with us to the 
accomplishing of his will in this place. 

Being detained at Freshwater to review two 
Disciple ministers, who had been preaching there 
on the abolition f the law of God, and the Sab-
bath, the non:destruction of the wicked, the im- 
mortality of the soul, the church kingdom, and 
the temporal millennium, I was not able to go to 
Red Bluff before tent meetings as I intended, 
but hope to go there right after, if possible, and 
thought advisable. 	 J. D. RICE. 

Chico, Cal., May 81. 

AFTER an absence of six months, we returned 
to this field, and in company with Bro. Decker 
attended a general meeting of the friends of the 
cause at Boulder, May 15,16. About eighty were 
present from different parts of the State, yet as 
we look over the field, we think that not more 
than one-half or two-thirds of the Sabbath-keepers 
in the State were present. 

The brethren all seem of good courage, and 
manifest an earnestness in the work that is really 
commendable. At a meeting called for that pur-
pose, steps were taken to build a house of worship 
in the city of Boulder, and over $1000 dollars was 
pledged for that purpose. The work of building 
will be commenced immediately. 

Monday we came to Denver, where we find the 
friends nearly all steadfast in the truth, and keeps  
ing up regular Sabbath meetings. We held two 
meetings with them, which seemed to be much 
appreciated. Since the tent-meetings closed here 
last fall, there have been many inquiries concern-
ing the truth; which seems to indicate that good 
may be accomplished by another tent-meeting 
here this summer. 

A good work has been done by the friends in 
scattering reading matter, which has made new 
openings for the truth, and the calls for labor are 
becoming numerous and very urgent from differ-
ent parts of the State. No ministerial labor has 
been bestowed here during the winter, yet the 
friends of the cause have steadily increased. 

We feel much encouraged to see the zeal mani-
fested here. The brethren feel determined to do 
all in their power to have the work move forward. 
They have already bought one new tent, and have 
means in the treasury to run it the present season. 
Bro. Decker is heartily welcomed to the State, and 
the brethren say if they can have another minister 
they will support him also, and if necessary buy 
another tent. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

MORE CONSECRATION. 

WHEN we first learned the great truths of the 
three messages, our feelings were much stirred, 
and we felt like taking hold of this work with 
considerable energy. But with some of us it was 
a hard struggle to consent to the Sabbath truth; 
for that required a change of habit, while other 
points required only a change of mind or belief. 

Generally, when we had committed ourselves to 
these truths, we manifested much zeal to get oth-
ers to investigate and understand the reasons we 
had for our belief. This zeal, on the part of some, 
it is to be feared, was not prompted so much by a 
sincere love for the truth, or for souls, or God, as 
it was by a desire to increase their party, and out-
argue their opposers. Besides, new acquaintances 
were formed with simular views, and, by inter-
course with them, we felt encouraged to believe 
ourselves right in the sight of God. And God, in 
his infinite mercy, regarding the first dawning of 
amendment in us, sometimes let a few mercy drops 
fall on us, and then we connected ourselves with 
the church, and participated in the sacred rites of 

' the Christian religion. 
The desire for eternal life, and to enjoy the rich 

reward, prompted many of us to try to overcome 
our evil habits, lusts, and appetites; and some-
times a victory would be gained when the appe-
tite or habit was not firmly seated, or when, by 
abstinence for a season, the desire would be worn 
out. But, oftener than otherwise, the evil was 
only curbed or checked, not cured. Our own 
wills, unassisted by the grace of God, were not 
strong enough to subdue those fierce passions 
which ruled our hearts. They would constantly 
rise with such power as to overcome all our good 
resolutions, and then a depressed, discouraged 
feeling would weigh us down, while our zeal for 
others would die out, and the joy we should feel 
in communion with those whose lives were pure, 
would be almost entirely wanting, and rather a 
sense of relief from uneasiness would be felt by us 
when out of their presence. Also our interest to 
meet for worship would gradually die out, so that 
a mere shadow of an excuse, like bad roads, a slight 
rain, or cold, or snow, or perhaps a tired feeling 
from overwork, or anything that could serve for 
an excuse to quiet the conscience, would keep us 
from the house of God. And the meetings would 
not seem interesting, especially if the majority of 
those present had passed through about the same 
experience. 

Such meetings always drag, and about all the 
confidence some get to speak or pray, is the 
thought that others are not aware of their failings. 
While in such a state of mind, our prayers are 
formal; but our consciences must be quieted, so 
the daily task of praying must be kept up. Con-
science requires us to read the word of God; so, 
besides the daily chapter, some portion, like the 
the story of Joseph or Samson, Elijah or Jonah, 
is read occasionally, to make us think that we 
really love the Bible. 

Our Systematic Benevolence we pay, but it does 
not increase proportionally to our property; in 
fact, it sometimes decreases. With some, the sub-
scription for our paper remains unpaid, and every-
thing indicates that our religion is getting shabby; 
yet we flatter ourselves that we are going to be 
saved. 

At the same time, we do not feel that we have 
the victory, but at some future time intend to ob-
tain it; while it ought to be evident to us that we 
are losing ground. We feel rich and increased 
with goods, and that we have need of nothing, 
when, if our eyes were opened, we should find 
ourselves poor, and blind, and naked. 

Now, what can be done to help us? Nothing 
but the heavenly anointing can reach our cases.. 
We need to be converted through and through. 
Our hearts must be cleansed from sin, and the 
Spirit of God must come in and dwell there, or we 
shall be among the lost. " Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." " Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts." But the Spirit of 
God is not in the heart of the lukewarm, or world-
ly-minded, professor. The Spirit of God dwells 
only with the pure in heart—the victor over sin. 
" And they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts." 

E. B. SAUNDERS. 

HEAVEN will pay for any loss we may suffer to 
gain it; but nothing can pay for the loss of Hea-
ven.—R. Baxter, 

PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY. 

ON the way to my field of labor in Virginia, I 
stopped ten days in Berks Co., Pa., and held fif-
teen meetings. Five more had commenced keep-
ing the Sabbath, making nine in all. They have 
excellent meetings every Sabbath, as they are all 
people of some Christian experience. Three were 
baptized. Quite a number more are convinced of 
the truth, and we expect they will soon take hold 
with us. They take ten copies of the. German 
paper to use in the missionary work. They also 
keep On hand a good assortment of German tracts 
to circulate among the people, as they are all of 
German origin. We hope soon to see a large 
company of Sabbath-keepers in South-eastern 
Pennsylvania. May the Lord speed the day. 

I have just closed a series of. seven meetings in 
Camden, N. J. There have been five additions to 
this church since March. Three were baptized. 
They have an interesting Sabbath-school of 
thirty-eight members. Twenty-five Instructors 
are taken, and the Song Anchor is used in the 
school. They take twenty-nine copies of the 
twelve-page SIGNS, three copies of the Review, and 
three of Good Health. 	 I. SANBORN. 

MADISON, DAKOTA. 

Came here the 6th, and found the friends doing 
well. All, without exception, that started while I 
was here in the winter, are holding on faithfully. 
The outside interest in the village is especially 
good. On Sunday, held a meeting there, which 
was well attended. Several expressed anxiety to 
hear a course of lectures. Yesterday I baptized 
six, among whom was Sr. Howlitt, daughter of 
Bro. White .of Jamaica, Vt. Bro. Olsen came 
here with me to engage in labor among the Scan-
dinavians, of whom there is quite a settlement. 
Hope the brethren will pray for him, that his 
mission may be successful. 	S. B. WHITNEY. 

NOBLE, RICE CO., KANSAS. 

MAY 3 to 9, we labored at this place. Here 
about twenty-five have embraced present truth 
under the labors of R. F. Barton. We rejoiced to 
see so large a number just starting in the service 
of God, many of them for the first time. On the 
Sabbath seven were baptized by Bro. Barton. 
Ten joined the church, which now numbers 
twenty-three members. Nearly all of these are 
heads of families and live near together, so they 
can maintain a weekly prayer-meeting, also Sab-
bath meeting and Sabbath-school. 

J. H. Cook. 

BLAIR, NEBRASKA. 

THE meetings we were holding six miles west 
of Blair, are closed for the present. Six weeks 
ago there were no Sabbath-keepers in this neigh-
borhood, now twenty have signed the covenant. 
A Sabbath-school has been organized with over 
forty members; it is supplied with instructors, 
record books, and a library consisting of thirty-six 
volumes of our best books. A tract society has 
been formed, and the brethren seem to have "a 
mind to work." 	 A. J. CUDNEY. 

May 17. 	 N. C. CLAUSEN. 

LEXINGTON, LEE CO., TEXAS. 

THERE is a .  little Danish settlement here, num-
bering twenty-five persons. I have been with 
them five weeks, 'visiting from house to house, 
and as the result five have commenced to obey all 
the commandments of God. Last first-day they 
were buried with their Lord in baptism, and 
united with the church at Clifton, Bosque Co., 
until an organization can be effected here. Oth-
ers are interested, for whom I have considerable 
hope. May God, by his unerring counsel, lead 
these dear friends in the narrow path to eternal 
life. 	 A. W. JENSON. 

CANB Y, MINNESOTA. 

MAY 7-10, I was with the Golden Gate and 
Home churches. Spoke three times to the Danes, 
and preached once in English. The Lord was 
near by his Spirit. Two followed their Lord in 
baptism, and four were received into the Home 
church. 

Since holding the above meetings, I have been 
in the vicinity of Canby. Those who accepted 
the truth six weeks ago, have all remained faith- 
ful. 	 C. NELSON. 

FRESHWATER, AND NEVADA CITY. 

COLORADO. 
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'Twos only a child! and yet to me 
Its childish prattle, light and free, 
Is ever present at my side 
To cheer me on the swelling tide. 

'Twas only a child! and yet I hear 
Its tender voice still drawing near, 
To guide my fainting soul aright, 
And cheer my path with blessed light. 

'Twas only a child! and yet I know 
In childlike faith I, too, must go 
Unto a Father's loving care, 
When trials of earth are hard to bear. 

'Twas only a child! and yet it stands 
To join, above, the parted strands: 
It waits—aye, waits! till God shall lay 
Each strand along its golden way. 

'Twas only a child! and yet I know 
It lights the path where 1 must go. 
In faith, in love, in childlike grace, 
I, too, must seek my Father's face. 

—Frank Myrtle. 

THE VICTORY. 

IT may not seem much of a victory to you, but 
Sue thought at the time that it was the hardest 
thing in all the world to do. Poor little Sue! 
The girls were hard on her, harder than they 
thought for, I am sure. If-they had realized how 
they wore grieving her tender heart, surely they 
would not have treated her so, but I presume 
they never gave the subject half a minute's 
thought. And Sue never complained, not she. 

It was Grace Dennis's fault, to begin with. If 
she had not given Sue the cold shoulder, the rest 
never would have thought of it. But Grace did 
deilidedly, the very first thing, and when did the 
girls fail to follow in Grace's lead? 

That was just the trouble. Grace had always 
been leader among the girls, partly because her 
father was Judge Dennis, and partly because hers 
was just the nature that other girls pattern and 
follow after. And the minute she saw her, she 
felt a strong presentiment that the seemingly 
quiet little figure, with such a roguish twinkle in 
her eyes, would prove a dangerous rival unless 
she was careful. So she utterly ignored Sue after 
a cool " Good-morning" nod. 

Sue sat in her seat alone that first recess, with 
swelling heart, while the other girls had such a 
jolly game. To be sure, Nell Harris did venture 
to whisper to Grace that perhaps the new girl 
would like to play. 

" Perhaps she would," replied Grace, in her 
clearest, coolest tones, " but I cannot say that I 
would like to have her. I am not in the habit of 
associating with drunkards' daughters, and her 
mother goes out sewing by the day." 

The little golden head that had been bent sud-
denly raised itself, and pride equal to Grace Den-
nis's own shone from the brown eyes. After that 
none of the girls ventured to plead for Sue, in fact 
I am afraid they forgot her. To be sure they 
never forgot that she always knew her lessons, 
and best of all, she never refused to help any one. 

But Grace grew haughtier and colder every 
day, for she was finding very rapidly that the 
place at the head of the class, that she had held 
so easily before Sue came, could be -hers now only 
by hard work. And this fact greatly increased 
her dislike for Sue. " I'll study night and day, 
but she shall never get ahead of me," she said to 
herself. 

Just then Mr. Rodgers offered the Algebra class 
a prize. For some reason the class had never 
done very well, and in hope of creating an enthu-
siasm, he offered a handsome copy of Shakespeare 
to the one who should stand highest at the end of 
the year, marking from daily recitations. It was 
astonishing how Algebra became the most inter-
esting of all studies, but it was not so very long 
before it was quite plain that either Gra-ce Dennis 
or Sue Ingraham would be the successful one. 

Under any circumstances Grace would have 
exerted herself to the utmost, but when her father 
promised her a long coveted watch and chain if 
she would win, she redoubled her efforts, if that 
were possible. And then she would never let Sue 
win—oh no—not for anything. 

Still, after all, Grace could not help a growing 
feeling of discomfort every time she met the 
glance of the brown eyes that had lost their 
merry twinkle, or noted how thin and pale Sue's. 
face was growing. It troubled her, though she  

tried hard not to have it, and strange to say, the 
more it troubled her, the worse she treated Sue. 

But it was Harry Archer's going over to the 
enemy's side that hurt her most. 

Grace, suffering from a hard cold, and feeling 
out of sorts with everybody, had treated poor Sue 
most unmercifully all day. 

They were all in the dreesing-room, and Grace 
said something that brought the quick tears to 
Sue's eyes, though she turned away and went, out 
quietly. 

" Grace," said Harry before them all, " I always 
gave you credit for good common sense, but ex-
cuse me for saying it, I think you are acting 
abominably foolish now." 

Then he hurried out after Sue, took her books, 
and walked down the street with her as politely 
as possible. After that Sue had one friend, at 
any rate, and one upon whom Harry Archer be-
stowed favor was never quite sent to Coventry. 
And Grace sorrowed in secret over the loss of one 
who been her firm friend and ally ever since she 
could remember. 

One morning almost at the end of the term, 
when Sue came in she saw Grace at her desk 
studying busily, with a vexed, anxious look on 
her face. In a few minutes Nell Harris appeared. 

" What's the matter?" she said, going over to 
Grace. 

" Why, Uncle Will came for me to go to ride 
last night. Hooked at my Algebra, and it seemed 
so easy and simple that I went. But I found this 
morning that it was anything but simple. Papa 
is away, so I had no one to explain it to me, and 
I am in a pretty fix." 

Grace did not intend Sue to hear, but she did, 
and an exultant smile passed over her face. They 
stood just even now, and both knew that this 
would give Sue the advantage.- 

" Ask her to help you," whispered Nell, with a 
glance at Sue. 

" I guess not," said Grace haughtily, " besides,. 
she wouldn't, if I did." 

" I rather guess she wouldn't," thought Sue to 
herself; " she isn't quite such a goose as that." 

Then, presently, the bell rang, and the scholars 
took out their Bibles to follow the morning read-
ing. Two of them, however, paid but little at-
tention. Grace was trying in her mind to solve 
her vexatious problems, an Sue's heart was full 
of glad rejoicing. " How proud mother will be, 
dear little mother," she thought. 

" But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless 
those that curse you, do good to those that hate 
you, and pray for those that despitefully use you." 

Sue started: that was a very uncomfortable 
verse to  hear just then! How hard she had been 
trying all these long weeks to pray for the one 
that had so despitefully used her; that had been 
hard enough, but this was harder—" do good  to 
them that hate you." Then the books were closed, 
and heads bowed for prayer, but Sue's lips were 
motionless. How could she pray, " Forgive us 
our trespasses, even as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us?" 

She took out her books with the rest, but she 
could not study, she could not keep her eyes from 
the figure across the room. 

The look of anxiety deepened every minute, as 
with flushed face and throbbing head, Grabe tried 
in vain to conquer her lesson. Once Sue was sure 
she saw tears in the bright eyes. As for Sue her-
self—well, she never forgot the struggle of that 
morning. In vain she tried to assure herself' that 
for her mother's sake she was justified in keeping 
still. 

" Sue Ingraham," she said to herself at last in 
great vexation, " you know that's all bosh. You 
only want to be revenged. Your mother would 
be a great deal more pleased with you if' you , be-
have yourself and coo right, and you know it too.' 

The Algebra class was to come directly after 
recess. Sue watched the scholars all out, then 
she stole quietly over to that desk the opposite 
side of the room. Grace's hand shielded her face 
now, for the tears were dropping fast. Sue 'put 
her arm gently around her. 

" They are dreadfully hard, aren't they! At 
least they seem so. I puzzled away over them 
last night till I was nearly wild. My brother 
helped me—I'll tell you what he told me, and 
you'll be perfectly astonished to see how quick 
they come right."  

Then there was just a few words in explanation, 
and Sue was gone without waiting for thanks. 
Somebody standing in the doorway suddenly dis-
appeared with a low whistle. 

" We-11, if that don't humble my lady Grace, 
there's no hopes of her." 

The eventful day had come, as such days do in 
course of time. Fathers and mothers, big broth-
ers and sisters had gathered to witness the tri-
umphs of those dear to them. In the seat of honor 
was Judge Dennis, a look of pleased expectancy 
on hie face; in a quiet, out-of-the-way corner was 
Mrs. Ingraham in her widow's garb, on the desk 
in sight of all lay an elegant copy of Shakespeare. 
The decisive moment had come. Mr. Rogers rose 
to present the prize. 

"It is my privilege and pleasure to present to 
Miss Grace Dennis the reward offered to the one 
who should stand, at this time, highest in the class. 
The contest has been a close one, very close be-
tween two, but Miss Dennis has won." He 
paused, the book in his hand waiting, but Grace 
stood irresolute, her face flushing and paling by 
turns. 

" May I ask how much I am winner?" 
The question came hurriedly. 
" By a few marks only, but those few give you 

fair possession." 
Again Grace paused—then passing rapidly to • 

the desk, she took the book, and to the surprise 
and no small wonderment of all, wended her -way 
to Sue's desk. 

" It is yours—not mine," she said to Sue. 
" You all know," she continued, turning to 

teacher and sholars, " how I have treated her, but 
she overcame evil with good, and helped me when 
she knew it was to her own hurt. It is hers, not 
mine." 

For an instant there was a hush. Then some 
one,, and it was worth more to Grace than the 
prize, said a little huskily, " Three cheers for 
Grace Dennis!" 

Then, came three for Sue, and little Mrs. In-
graham could scarcely contain herself, she felt so 
proud and happy. 

" Oh mother," said Sue that night, " suppose I 
had been mean and ugly, and not helped her, how 
miserable I should be to-night, but instead it has 
been the happiest day of my life."—K.  Sumner. 

SYMPATHY FOR CHILDHOOD. 

PLEASE allow me, fathers, mothers, and teachers, 
to plead for more sympathy for the dear children. 
Too often—it may be thoughtlessly or uncon-
sciously—you are stunting or entirely uprooting 
the first tender shoots of infant thought and won-
der, to which if the sunshine of your smiles and 
the dew of your gentle influence were applied, 
wonderful plants would grow, to gladden with 
their fragrance the inquiring minds of future 
seekers after knowledge. This world is so full of 
wonders to the little ones, and they are so sure 
papa or mamma or some one of the grown folks 
could tell them about everything, if they only 
would. 0, what a heart-break it is to be told, 
" You ask too many questions, Johnnie," or " I 
have no time to talk to you now ! " and very 
often Johnnie gets into some mischief, pulls some-
thing to pieces to know the why and the where-
fore of it, and then gets punished, when the fault 
is not with him, but the one who had " no time " 
to satisfy the cravings of those God-given powers 
of mind which  must  find work somewhere. 

Who that has ever taught children does not 
know the wonderful effect of a word of praise 
given for work done, no matter how blunderingly, 
if it is the best they can do? What magic there 
is to the timid, frightened child, who is almost 
afraid to show his work to the teacher—drawing 
or writing, as the case  may be—in the words, 
" Ah ! I know you can make nice work as well 
as the others, if you only  try."  And the conse-
quence is, he does try, and often succeeds beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

If you can do nothing more, give a smile to the 
little face that looks so pleadingly into yours, and 
it will be reflected to gladden your own heart and 
to drive away the vapors and clouds which sur-
round and depress you.—Aunt Nannie. 

LITTLE KINDNESSES.—The humble current of 
little kindnesses, which, though but a little 
streamlet, yet incessantly flows, although it glides 
in silent secrecy within the domestic walls and 
along the walks of private life, and makes neither 
appearance nor noise in the world, proves in the 
end a more copious tributary to the store of 
human comfort and felicity, than any sudden and 
transieut flood of detached bounty, however 
ample, that may rush into it with a mighty 
sound. 

Jhe i5onto Tirrit. 

'TWAS ONLY A CHILD. 



BATTLE CREEK SANITARIUM. 

Institution Founded 1888. 	• .4000 Patients Successfully Treated. 

JUNE 10, 1880. 	 THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
	

263 

—For ten months ending May 1st, the export of 
breadstuffs from this country reached the value of 
$207,000,000, an increase of $57,000,000 over the same 
portion of the previous year. New York exported 
more than half of this food, or $105,000,000. Baltimore 
comes next with $49,000,000, and Philadelphia follows 
with $23,900,000. It i.4 to be added that Baltimore 
shows the greatest gain (of the three cities named). 
or 60 per cent. advance over the preceding year. New 
Orleans more than doubled her food export, though 
only reaching $7,500,000; but the great gain is an 
indication that the new jetties are facilitating the 
commerce of that city. 

—The Portland, Oregon, Baptist church is reported 
as doing a good work in the Christianizing of the 
heathen in their midst. By invitation of the church, 
Rev. E. J. Simmons, a recently returned . missionary 
from China, and Doug Gong, a Chinese convert of the 
San Francisco Mission, arrived in Portland on the 11th 
of Nov., 1874. Since that time schools have been 
taught, and the gospel preached to the Chinese with 
good results. Thirty-two have professed Christ in the 
ordinance of baptism. A beautiful chapel has just 
been built upon one corner of the church lot, for the 
use of the Mission, costing $1000, of which amount 
the Christian Chinese gave $450. The Chinese may 
and should be Christianized in America. 

ITEMS OF NEWS. 

—The Czarina of Russia died on the 4th inst. 
—General Guillerman and Brig.-General Jose Macoo, 

Cuban insurgent leaders, surrendered, with 222 officers 
and men. 

—A report from Rome says the clericals have decided 
to participate in the municipal elections, to test their 
strength in view of future political elections. 

—June 5 a large fire occurred in Nevada City, Cal. 
Loss over $50,000. The same day 5000 cords of wood, 
valued at $30,000, were burned at Washoe, Nevada. 

—A railroad train was maliciously wrecked in Anda-
lusia. Thirteen of the wreckers were sentenced to 
death, and thirteen to imprisonment for twenty years. 

—The British Colony in Constantinople is preparing 
a strong memorial to Goschen respecting the prevailing 
insecurity of life and property, which is truly alarming. 

—A telegram from Mozambique informs the Portu-
gese Government of the capture of the principal slave 
exporters. Three dhows were taken with 200 slaves 
on board. 

—Alexander H. Stephens says of the present Con- 
• gress, it " will go down to posterity as the do-nothing 

Congress; perhaps the most indolent and listless in the 
history of the government." 

—New York pays more for tobacco than for bread. 
Dealers say there -are smokers in New York City who 
average 100 cigars a week, and men whose cigar bills 
run up to thousands of dollars per annum. 

—The Christian Mirror says, "We do not think there 
was ever an age of the church when conversions were 
proportionally more numerous." To which the Chris-
tian at Work responds, " We decidedly Doubt, with a 
big D." 

—The Burmese Ambassador, before leaving for home, 
sent a letter to the British Commissioner, but it was 
returned with an intimation that in the present state 
of the relations between Burmah and Great Britain, 
no communication could be received. 

—There is reason to fear an outbreak of the Utes. 
Chief Ouray has exerted himself to keep them at peace, 
promising that " the Ute bill " would speedily become 
a law. But the majority in Congress cannot just now 
spare time to legislate for the welfare of the country. 

—At a late Conference of Ge;man Baptists, or " Tun-
kers," at Lancaster, Pa., it was urged upon the brother-
hood that extravagance in funerals must be frowned 
upon, and that, signing a tavern license is unbecoming 
to those who profess to follow Christ. Birthday and 
surprise parties were prohibited. 

—A number of Khokand pilgrims have arrived in 
Cabul, fugitives from Samerland, where some of them 
were arrested, bearing letters inciting a general re-
volt in Bokhara, Turkistan and Khokand, in aid of 
the Chinese. They report that the Chinese had driven 
the Russians back to the Kuldja frontiers, capturing 
many villages. 

—A very curious case, which may possibly get into 
the courts, has arisen lately in Australia. A Catholic 
merchant died some time ago, leaving the sum of 
$7,000 to the church " to deliver his soul from purga-
tory." Now the executor of the will refuses to pay the 
legacy until proof is further furnished that the soul of 
the dead has actually been delivered 

—An eastern paper says it has been " raining church 
conventions." There have just been held, the Metho-
dist General Conference at Cincinnati, the Baptist 
Assembly at Saratoga, the Reformed Presbyterians at 
Pittsburg, the Cumberland Presbyterians at Evansville, 
Ind., the Episcopalians in Diocesan Convention in New 
York, the Presbyterian Northern Assembly at Madison, 
Wis. and the Presbyterian Southern Assembly at 
Charleston, S. C. 

—The ravages of the phylloxera in France are be-
coming more serious daily. In July last it was com-
puted that one third of the total surface devoted to 
wine-growing had been irretrievably devastated, and 
as the plague has been steadily increasing all the year, 
it is estimated that forty thousand acres have been 
added to the total amount of land lost. A society of 
wine growers has been formed for the purpose of utiliz-
ing and applying scientific means for destroying the 
insect. 

—Since the first of April there has been an epidemic 
of fires throughout the country, which is estimated to 
have destroyed some $13,000,000 of property, aside from 
the great damage done by extensive forest fires and the 
conflagrations in the oil region of Pennsylvania. Dur-
ing this time there have been more than 80 fires where 
the loss exceeded $25,000. In this list is included the 
total destruction of the large village of Milton, Pa., 
and the smaller villages of Coudersport, Pa., and Stuy-
vesant, N. Y. The loss to insurance companies is esti-
mated at $7,000,000. 

—The Rev. George C. Miln, who is pastor of a Con-
gregational church in Brooklyn, writes over his own 
signature: "As to eternal punishment, I do not believe 
in the endless suffering of any creature whatever. I 
have a better opinion of my Maker. I do believe, how-
ever, that every sin is visited by an adequate punish-
ment; that whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap;' but that for the foolish, weak and sinful sowing 
of three score years and ten, a soul shall reap an eter-
nity of woe, is something too monstrous to believe. 
Nor do I think it is believed to any great extent in 
religious circles of the more orthodox stripe to-day." 

—A writer in the Advance bewails the terdency to 
resort to fairs and theatrical " entertainments' in 
order to raise the needful funds for carrying on church 
work. He says: "The tendency and the very common 
practice among us are certainly lamentable and utterly 
demoralizing. One of the inevitable results is the cul-
tivation of Christian selfishness. A church trained in 
this way loses all love for giving to the Lord and 
purchases pleasure instead. It cuts charity up by the 
roots; it makes the charity described in 1 Cor. 12 im-
possible. Where fairs and scenic performances are 
relied upon to replenish the treasury, and the purse 
is reached only by an appeal to the appetite, the peo-
ple learn to think that they can best serve the Lord by 
ministering to the flesh. Such a conception of Chris-
tian service is earthly, sensual—shall we add the other 
word'? The tendency is in the direction of that condi-
tion described by St. Paul in Phil. 3 :19. It cannot be 
too earnestly counteracted." 

—At a meeting in Philadelphia of Methodist preach-
ers, the Rev. Thomas Guard, D. D., of Baltimore, was 
introduced. Having spent some time on the Pacific 
Coast, the Rev. Anthony Atwood requested Dr. Guard 
to give his views on the Chinese question. In response, 
he said that things in that section of the country were 
not as they should be. Though lie had a pleasant ex-
perience in the West, he was now glad to be on this 
side of the Rocky Mountains. He had a Chinese ser-
vant for two years, and he had never had a better. The 
speaker alluded to Denis Kearney, the sand-lot orator, 
as the nearest approach to Darwin's missing link that 
it had ever been his pleasure to meet. "But," he con-
tinued, "I believe that he is largely the tool of others. 
He is enjoying a rest now—he is taking a recreation. 
Although I was born in Ireland," Dr. Guard continued, 
"I am generally called an American, and I certainly 
believe in American liberty. I, therefore, say that 
rather than endorse the sentiment: 'The Chinese must 
go,' I would make it 'The Irish must go,' and the sooner 
the better." 

RURAL HEALTH RETREAT. 

(PHIS INSTITUTION is located about two and a halt miles from St. 
'J, Helena, Napa County, California, at the 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS. 
The water is clear, pure and cool. The facilities for heating water, and 

bathing, are unsurpassed. The situation is both pleasant and healthy, 
it being about 300 feet above the valley. The scenery is unsurpassed for 
beauty, including a view of valley and mountain. The building is 
spacious, and the table accommodations are first-class. 

The institution is just opened. 
The medical department is under direction of E. J. Waggoner, M. D., 

who has had experience in practice in the Medical and Surgical Sanita-
rium at Battle Creek, Mich. 

Those who seek medical treatment under favorable and health-giving 
conditions, and those who seek a pleasant resort from the heat and busi-
ness of the city, cannot fail to be pleased at the Retreat. 

Terms reasonable. For particulars address 
A. B. ATWOOD. ST. HELENA, CAL. 

GOOD HEALTH, 
FOR 1880. 

THIS POPULAR JOURNAL enters upon its fifteenth volume with 
1 the most flattering prospects not only of a continuance of the 
prosperity which has attended it in the past, but, also of a groat in-
crease of patronage, although it already enjoys 

THE LARGEST CIRCULATION OF ANY HEALTH 
JOURNAL IN AMERICA. 

The interest of the journal for 1880 will be greatly increased by a 
series of practical articles from the well-known pens of 

ELDER AND MRS. WHITE. 
Whose contributions in the past have done so much to Increase the 

popularity and the usefulness of the journal. 
A SPLENDID PREMIUM BOOK 

Is offered to new subscribers. Address, for specimen copy :— 
GOOD HEALTH PUBLISHING CO., 

Battle Creek, Mich. 
Or :—SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 

Oakland, 

ANY of the books, pamphlets and tracts issued at this Office, 

may be obtained of Eld. J. N. Loughborough, Ravenswood, 
Shirley Road, Southampton, England, who will furnish cata-

logues and prices in English money, and receive subscription' 
for all our periodicals.  

THIS INSiIi UfION, for completeness of appointment, and extent of 
facilities, is unrivalled in this country. Its splendid arrangements 

for HEATING AND VENTILATION, together with special appliances for Mg,  
ulating the humidity of the atmosphere, wakes this Institution 

UNEQUALED AS A WINTER RESORT FOR CHRONIC 
INVALIDS. 

Even persons suffering with pulmonary difficulties do much better 
here than in Florida. 
All known useful remedies for disease 'are employed, including Turkish, 

Russian, Vapor, Electro-Thermal Electro-Vapor, all kinds of 
Water Baths, Sun Baths, Swedish Movements, 

Electricity, etc., etc. 
Terms very reasonable, 	 J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent. 
Address for Circulars :--SANITARIUM, 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND TRACTS, 
ISSUED BY THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST PUBLISHING ASSOCIA-

TION, AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 

The Sanctuary and the 2300 Days of Daniel 8:14. By Elder 
U. Smith. This question has developed the people known as Seventh-
day Adventists, and is the pivotal doctrine upon which their appli- 
cations of prophecy largely depend. 352 pages. 	 $1.00 

Thoughts on Daniel, critical and practical. By Elder U. Smith. 
An exposition of the book of Daniel, verse by verse. 884 pp. 	1.00 

Thoughts on Revelation. By Elder U. Smith. With notes 
or remarks on every verse in the book of Revelation. 352 pp. 	1.00 

Life of Wm. Miller, with portrait. Interesting sketches of 
the life and public labors of this pioneer in the Advent movement in 
this country. 410 pp. 	 1.00 

The Biblical Ihstitute. A synopsis of the lectures given at 
the Institute held at Oakland, Cal., April, 1877, covering the main 
points of our faith. 352 pp. 	 1.00 

History of the Sabbath and First Day of the Week, for the 
period of 6.000 years. By Elder J. N. Andrews. This is a work of 
unusual interest, prepared with great care, and is full of historical 
and Scriptural facts. 528 pp. 	 1.00 

The Nature and Destiny of Man. By Elder U. Smith. This 
work treats on the conditions of man in death, and his final destiny. 
356 pp. 	 1.00 

The Spirit of Prophecy; or the great controversy between 
Christ and his angels and Satan and his angels, in four volumes. By 
Mrs. E. G. White. These volumes cover the time from the fall of Satan 
to the destruction of sin and sinners at the close of the one thousand 
years of Revelation 20. Each 400 pp.— 

Vol. I. Old Testament facts to Christ. 
Vol. II. Life and Ministry of Christ. 
Vol. III. The Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, with 

the Lives of His Apostles. 
Vol. IV. (In preparation). Each, 	 LOO 

Sermon on the Two Covenants. By Elder J. N. Andrews. 
An able argument on an important subject. 48 pp. 	10 ets 

Life of Elder Joseph Bates, with portrait. 352 pp. 	1.00 
The Bible from Heaven. By Elder D. M. Canright. Au argu-

ment to show that the Bible is not the work of men, but is of (Sod. 
300 pp. 80 cts. Revised edition (in preparation). 	 1.00 

The Constitutional Amendment. A Discussion between Elder 
W. H. Littlejohn and the editor of the Christian Statesman, on the 
Sabbath. 	 L00 

Spiritual Songs. A choice collection of hymns and tunes. 
416 pp. 	 1.00 

Song Anchor, for Sabbath-school and Praise Service. By J. E. 
Wnite. A new book, with excellent  new  words and music. 64 pp. 
Per hundred, $30.00. Single copies, 	 86 eta 

The Two Laws, as set forth in both Testaments. By Elder 
D. M. Canright. 104 pp. 	 16 eta 

The Sunday Seventh-day Examined. A refutation of the 
teachings of Mede, Jennings, Akers and Fuller. By Elder J. N. An- 
drews. 88 pp. 	 10 eta 

The Seven Trumpets. An exposition of the subject as set 
forth in the 8th and 9th chapters of the Revelation. 96 pp. 	10 ea 

Refutation of the Age to Come. By Elder J. H. Waggoner. 
A most decisive refutation of the view that men may find pardon after 
the Saviour has closed his work in the Sanctuary above. 166 pp. 20 cts 

The Morality of the Sabbath. By Elder D. M. Canright. A 
complete refutation of a common objection against the Sabbath. 96 pp 

15 eta 
The Resurrection of the Unjust. A vindication of the doc- 

trine. By Elder J. H. Waggoner. 100 pp. 	 16 eta 
A Word for the Sabbath, or False Theories Exposed. A poem. 

By Elder U. Smith. 60 pp. 	 15 eta 
The Ministration of Angels, and the Origin, History and Des- 

tiny of Satan. By Elder D. M. Canright. 144 pp. 	 20 eta 
Vindication of the True Sabbath. By Elder J. W. Morton, 
formerly missionary of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, to Hayti. 
88 PP. 	 10 eta 
Thoughts on Baptism. By Elder J. H. Waggoner. A careful 

examination of the subject of Christian Baptism in the light of his-
tory and tho Bible. It presents strong arguments against the notion 
of trine immersion. 186 pp. Bound in flexible cloth, 	85 eta 
Paper covers, 	 25 eta 

The United States in the Light of Prophecy. An exposition 
of Revelation 13: 11-17. By Elder U. Smith. Applying to our own 
land and time, this prophecy possesses surpassnig interest for every 
American reader. '200 pp. 50 cts. Paper covers, 	 25 oats 

The Sufferings of Christ. A most graphic and touching 
-description of what the world's Redeemer nas suffered for us; calcu-
lated to incite every one to new devotion and consecration to the cause 
of Christ. 32 pp. 	 4 eta. 

The Present Truth. Showing that every age has a truth 
applicable to it alone, and what is the present truth of this generation. 
82  PP. 	 sots 

The Seventh-day Adventists. A sketch of their origin, pro- 
gress, principles, etc. 32 pp. 	 4 ate 

The Second Advent. Manner, object, and nearness of the 
event. 12 pp. 	 4 eta 
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THE AGE OF LIGHTNESS. 

INSPIRATION has put on record that in the last days 
men, though having a form of godliness, will be " lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God." The present is 
peculiarly an age of lightness and trifling among pro-
fessors of godliness. Many of our readers will remem-
ber the missionary meeting in Brooklyn, N. Y., wherein 
H. W. Beecher and Dr. Scudder vied for the mastery 
in clownishness; and one enthusiastic partaker in the 
churchly nonsense styled it a " pentecostal feast of 
jollity." This expression is evidence of the irreverence 
which prevails, if it is not begotten, even in such assem-
blies. Forty years ago platform jokes and public witti-
cisms were confined to political or convivial assemblies. 
Now a speaker, to please, even though he occupies a 
pulpit, must tickle the ears of the giddy and the gay 
or be counted a failure. The curse of intemperance is 
a subject of sufficient solemnity to cause groaning rather 
than mirth, but a temperance lecturer is expected to 
keep the house convulsed with laughter. 

We attended a " temperance" meeting not long since 
wherein a man told a very silly story, not at all related 
to the subject of temperance, and he was not only up-
roarously applauded, but his "speech" was commented 
upon as the " hit " of the evening. From such meet-
ings the people retire in a state of mental and moral 
dissipation. If good impressions are made at all, they 
are lost beneath an overflowing tide of folly. 

Once we attended a Monday morning meeting of 
Methodist ministers, in Boston. The subject for dis-
cussion was" Sanctification." A score or more-of Metho-
dist ministers, met to consider this subject, might be 
expected to present a scene of more than ordinary 
gravity. But even there it took but a small matter to 
elate them even to loud laughter and clapping of hands. 
Many Doctors of Divinity, and mostly Presbyterians 
also, we saw in the Annual Convention of the National 
Association to procure the " Religious Amendment " of 
the Constitution; and even here mirth seemed all pre_ 
vailing. Only two prominent men of the large number 
there present refrained from joining in the noise of 
cheering and stamping. 

The Presbyterian Northern Assembly has just passed 
through its session in Madison, Wis. The first business 
introduced set the D. D.s in a glee, and Dr. Grey, cor-
respondent to the Christian at Work, reports: " I never 
saw an assembly of any deliberative _kind start off with 
so much good humor and merriment." 

And so they go. The whole world, religious and 
secular, is given to trifling, and is growing wild with 
sensational excitements. A Baptist paper, some time 
ince inquired, " Where are we drifting ? " That well 

expresses the situation—" Drifting." Where will these 
things end ? 

" From such turn away." 2 Tim. 3 : 1-5. 

OFFERINGS AND REVIVALS. . 

AN eastern religious exchange, speaking of Mr. Kim-
ball's successful efforts to free the churches from debt, 
says:-- 

"So far from doing any damage to the spiritual inter-
ests of the churches this money-gathering in many in-
stances has made way for a spirtual harvesting over 
which we are still rejoicing. And why not ? for do we 
not find it explicitly written: Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse. . . and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it ? ' If it were now only 
autumn, instead of the last of spring, we might confi-
dently hope for very much larger results. But unfort-
unately many of our churches go into 'winter quarters,  
as soon as summer opens, and 'hibernate' until frost 
brings back the fashionables from the seashore and 
mountains. From now until the latter part of Septem-
ber we shall have an interregnum —four months—and 
so we are beginning to say, 'Are there not four months, 
and then cometh the harvest ? ' And this notwith-
standing the fields are white already to harvest.'" 

As THE sweetest things put into sour vessels sours 
them, or put into a bitter vessel embitters them, so 
murmuring puts gall and wormwood into every cup of 
mercy that God gives into our hands. 

SENSIBLE. 

WE do not greatly admire Dewitt Talmage, but he 
certainly said a good thing in speaking of the Sunday 
railroad accident in Scotland:— 

" Some unwise and morbid people may say, 'So much 
for Sabbath-breaking;' for there are people who are 
very generous in the distribution of God's judgments, 
and if a party sailing out on the Sabbath day get 
drowned, these critics immediately annex the disaster 
to the infraction of holy hours. Now, I believe in a 
strict observance of the holy Sabbath, but I think that 
the Lord's thunderbolts are heavy for us to handle! And 
the sooner that kind of morbid moralization is driven 
out of our Sabbath-school libraries the better. 

" Who knows on what errand of necessity or mercy 
those passengers got on the train that day The argu-
ment that such men make goes too far, according to 
to their own argument; because among the multitudes 
of rail-trains on both continents, on all continents, that 
Sabbath day they all reached their destination except 
one; and because of every one thousand passengers on 
that Lord's Day, on the different continents nine hun-
dred and ninety-nine got safely home.  Ergo,  Sabbath 
traveling is commendable." 

Judgment and judgment decisions are in the hands 
of God. It is as presumptuous as it is unwise to affect 
to make these decisions in advance. "Judge nothing 
before the time." It is well to remember that the 
Scriptures teach that God knows bow "to reserve the 
unrighteous to the day of judgment to be,punished." 
Men are too ready to solace themselves with the mis-
haps of others. 

AN AgUSING STORY. 

IN one of the villages of Kentucky recently a Bap-
tist minister and a young Presbyterian clergyman 
preached in the same house "night about," both 
preachers being present at each meeting. One evening 
the Presbyterian, after a discourse on infant baptism, 
proceeded to sprinkle several babies. The little can-
didates made a great out-cry, which of course was noted 
by the Baptist man. Next day a number of the latter 
were to be immersed in the river near by. At the 
appointed hour a large concourse gathered on the 
banks, the Presbyterian being one of the number and 
standing close by the water's edge. After the candi-
dates had been immersed, the Baptist took hold of his 
Presbyterian colleague, and said: 

Now, sir, I will immerse you." 
The latter, amazed, demurred. 
" Come along, I'm in a hurry 1" replied the damp 

divine, and dragged his brother into the,ater. 
Alarmed and indignant, the young Calvinist de-

clared at the top of his voice that he did " not believe 
in immersion, was opposed to it and would not submit 
to it." 

The audience were much excited by the scene. The 
Baptist released his hold and said:— 

" Young man; I will not immerse you to-day, but if 
ever again I see you baptizing little ones against their 
own will, and in spite of their cries and kicks, as I saw 
you do last night, I will dip you into the water as sure 
as there is a God in Israel ! " 

WORTHY OF THOUGHT.—In a brief address delivered 
by Wong Sing, Vice Consul, at the anniversary of the 
Chinese Mission School, this thought was advanced: 
The Chinese nation is very old. God has preserved and 
perpetuated its existence. Why, since it is a heathen 
nation ? 

The Chinese people have always kept the fifth 
commandment, which is the first with promise. They 
are taught • from childhood to honor their parents. 
They never fail to reverence and obey them. Do-
ing so, God has promised that their days shall be long 
upon the land which he has given them.—S. F. Advocate. 

CONDITION OF TURKEY. 

A LETTER from Constantinople dated April 6, gives 
the following as the state of things in that city. It is 
easy to foresee that such a travesty of government can-
not long endure. 

" At Constantinople all is quiet. The Sultan has 
managed to concentrate the whole government in his 
own hands. No minister has any power, and even ordi-
ary police regulations must go to the palace to be ex-
amined and approved by the Sultan himself. This has 
caused a complete dead lock in the government. The  

council of ministers has now some 4,000 items of un-
finished business on hand and the number increases 
every day. There is much distress among the com-
mon people and a complete stagnation of business. 
Robbery and murder are every-day occurences and it 
is unsafe to go far outside the city, but there are no 
signs of any active discontent. People use very violent 
language, even in public places; but we have 40,000 
troops in the city and no one seems inclined to stir up 
rebellion. Government officers are not paid, but most 
of them manage to live on plunder of some kind and 
they submit to their fate. Still there is a general 
feeling of uneasiness and there is an impression that 
we shall have a European intervention within a few 
months." 

ppointutents. 
OAKLAND—Services at the Seventh-day Adventist 

church, corner of thirteenth and Clay streets, every 
Sabbath (Saturday), at 11 A. m., and second and fourth 
Sunday evening in each month, at 7 : 45. Prayer-meet-
ing every Tuesday evening at 7 : 30. Sabbath-school 
at 9 :30 o'clock Sabbath morning. 

SAN FRANCISCO—Services at the • Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church, on. Laguna street, between Tyler and 
Mc Allister, every Sabbath (Saturday), at 11 A. M., and 
the first and third Sunday evening in each month at 
7 : 45. Prayer-meeting every Wednesday evening at 7 : 
30. The Hayes Valley cars of Market street and the 
Lone Mountain cars of the Central railroad, cross. La-
guna street near the church. 

giusirtms .eiyartnt,ent. 

MEMBERS' PASS BOOK. 

BY direction of Eld. Haskell we have prepared a 
pass-book for use of our tract and missionary workers, 
in keeping account with their librarian, a record of tracts 
drawn, and moneys paid, and a memoranda of T. and M. 
labor. Size of book 4):V9 inches, 40 pages, with the 
various necessary headings, printed in their proper 
places. Leather covers with name of book printed on 
front cover, rounded corners, and sprinkled edges. 
Price 15 cts. Per doz. $1.50, postpaid. 

McDonald's Stylograph or, rapid letter copying 
book. In this book letters are written and copied at 
the same time, without the use of pen, ink, press, brush 
or water; saving the time, labor, and expense of other 
methods of copying letters. Each book is furnished 
with stylus and stylographic writing paper, ready for 
use. Just' the thing for Tract Society officers, agents, 
and merchants, who want to retain a permanent copy 
of their correspondents. 
Order Books for Traveling salesman, No. 0, 4x7, has 200 leaves, 
Note size, No. 1, 51x81,  has 100 leaves, Price 	  

" 2, 51x81, 	200 " 
" 3, 51x81, " 300 " 

Letter  size, " 4, 8i-x10, " 200 " 
" 	" 5, 80,:10, " 300 " 

" 6, 8/x10, " 500 " 
Above are made up of alternate sheets of Ruled Copying and Letter 

paper. 
For those who desire to use their own printed Note and Letter Heads, 

we make of all copying paper the following size books:— 

Letter size, No. 7, 81x11, 500 leaves, paged and indexed 	83.00 

	

Note " " 8, 7 x10, 300 "   2.00 
ti 	 t4 9,  7 ,10,  500 	• 	a 

   2.50 
Legal Cap, " 10, 9 x14, 1100 " 	 " I  

 4.50 
Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

RECEIVED FOR SIGNS. 
$2.00 EACH. Paul E Gross  7-23, S N Meeker 7.22, Mrs Nancy Parks 

7-22, Geo  W Danforth 7-22, R Allison 7-22, Geo W Hutchings 7-24, John 
W Edward40 7-22. 

81.50 EACH. M R  Lowry 7-29, T L Kirkendall 7-22, Wm T Whitten 7-22, 
Charles Squares 7-22, Homer Nash 7-22, Barney Newton 7-22, Daniel 
Palmer 7-22. 

MISCELLANEOUS. B R Nordyke 1.00, 7-8, E B Potts 1.00, 6-46, Geo F 
Brown 1.00, 6-34, I D Brackett 5.00, 7-22, E E Bush 5.00, 7-22, Ira J 
Hawkins 7-50, 7.22, Mrs Jane ilabermicht 15.00, 7-22, L Clarke 25c 6-27, 
L Sadler 25c 6-27, S E Craig 25c 6-27, Wm Deiter 1.00, 6.46, M E Steward 
23.00, 7-22, Franc Ells 12.50, 7-22, W A Brace 15.00, 7-22, Jane Cooper 
12.00, 7-22, Jos Smith 75e 6-46, Mrs S B Whitney 15.00, 7-22,  E H Whit-
ney  30.00, 7-22, Gedeon Francois Draper 75c 6-40, W L Gentry 1.00, 7-1. 

CAL. CONFERENCE. 
S N Meeker and family 28.00, G W Danforth 14.00. 

RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT. 
Tenn T and DI Society 13.00. 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR MB 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF SEVENTIDAY ADVENTISTS. 

Twelve-Page Edition.—A  live  Religious Family Paper, containing, in 
addition to the great variety of original articles, which make it a 
desirable prophetic journal, Departments devoted to Temperance, 
The Home Circle, News, The Missionary Work, and the Sabbath- 
school. PRICE PER YEAR, 	----- 	 $2.00 

In clubs of ten or more oopies to one address, to be used for Mis- 
sionary work, each 	 1.60 

Eight-Page Edition.—Condensed from the above. Per Year, 1.26 
In clubs of ten or more, each 	- 	- 	• 	 - 	1.00 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
—on— 

REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, ELDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, Ravens, Mi h. 	 wood, Shirley Road, Southampton- 
Mess ELIZA THAYER, Secretary N. E. England. 

Tract Society, So. Lancaster, Mass. WE. LEAVITT, Salem, Oregon. 

paged  & intxed, 

$1.00 
75 

1.25 
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1.75 
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3.50 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

