« Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22: 12.
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GETHSEMANE.

O GARDEN fraught with direst woes,
‘Where erst the suffering Saviour prayed,
Thy gloomy haunts my spirit knows,
My soul hath bowed beneath thy shade;
And life indeed has proved to me
A starless, sad, Gethsemane.

I wrote love’s name upon the sand,
- ‘Where Time’s dark, curling waves go by;
The breakers foamed along the strand—
I saw the symbols fade and die.
My hopes had floated out to sea,
My heart found its Gethsemane.

1 stood amid the passing crowd

With head erect and haughty air;
Alas! the hapless soul endowed

With plenty, pride, and naught of care !
‘When fortune, friends, and favor flee,
How dear is life’s Gethsemane!

The seasons sped. A sunbeam strayed
By chance athwart my cheerless way;
My soul was lifted from the shade—
The night of years dethroned by day:
As dreams of yore perchance will flee,
Naught leaving but Gethsemane.

Naught, quoth I? Ay, there is a hope
Still reaching that within the veil:
It buoys the fainting spirit up
‘When sorrows swell, and foes assail,
That blessed hope still beaws for me,
A beacon in Gethsemane.

I hear the Master’s thrilling voice—
He stretches forth his bleeding hands,
And cries, ‘‘In me, oh, child, rejoice!”
I yield me to his great commands;
And as my day my strength shall be,
Till Heaven illumes Gethsemane,
—A. T. Gorham, in World’s Crisis.

General Articles.

Early Days of Jesus.

TrAT both parents of a Jewish child took an
active part in its early education is shown by the
instance of Susanna, of whom we are told that
“her parents also were righteous, and taught their
daughter according to the law ot Moses,” and by
that of Timothy, “ who from a child, had known
the Holy Scriptures ;" his grandmother Lois, and
his mother Eunice, having been by implication his
teachers. But it was on the father, especially,
that the obligation lay, to teach his children of
both sexes, the sacred law and the other Seript-
ures, the knowledge of which constituted almost
exclusively the sum of Jewish education. Abra-
ham had found divine tavor on the express ground
that “he would command his children and his
household after him, and they should keep the
way of Jehovah ;’ and express injunctions re-
quired every father to teach the sacred history of
his nation, with the great deeds and varying fort-
unes of his ancestors, and the words of the law
“diligently ” to his children, and to talk of them
while sitting in the house, or walking by the way,
when they retired to rest, and when they rose for
the day. It was, indeed, required by the rabbis
that a child should begin to learn the law by
heart when five years old. As soon as it could
speak it had in the same way to learn the lessons
and petitions of the morning service. At the fre-
quently recurring household religious feasts,
special rites, which should stir the child to ask
their ‘meaning, formed a regular part. The book
of Proverbs abounds with proofs of the fidelity
with which these commands were carried out by
both fathers and mothers. In a virtuous home no
opportunity was lost—at the table, at home or

abroad, evening ormorning—of instilling reverence
for God’s law into the minds of the family, and of
teaching them its express words throughout, till
they knew them by heart. When we remember
that the festivals made labor unlawful for twe
months in each year, in the aggregate, it is evident
that the leisure thus secured would give great
facilities for domestic instruction.

Such had been, for ages, the rule in Israel, and
it doubtless still prevailed in many households.
Elementary schools, however, gradually came to
be felt a necessity for orphan children, and in the
decline of manners, even for those of many living
parents. Whether they had been generally es-
tablished in the days of Christ’s childhood has,
nevertheless, been questioned. ¢ If any man,”
says the Talmud, “ deserves that his name should
be handed down to posterity, it is Joshua, the son
of Gamaliel. For, but for him the knowledge of
the law would have perished in Israel. In early
times he who had a father was taught, but he who
had not, did not learn the law. For they were
commanded in the words of the law, ‘you’'—
doubtless the fathers—¢shall teach them.” At a
latter date it was ordered that school-masters
should be appointed to teach the youth of Jerusa-
lem, because it is written, *“ The law shall go forth
from Zion.” But this plan did not remedy the
evil, for only the child that had a father was sent
to school, while he who had none was not sent.
It was therefore provided that higher teachers
ghould be provided in every district, and that the
youth of sixteen or seventeen years of age should
attend their schools. But this plan failed, because
any scholar whom the master chastised presently
ran off. Then, at last, Joshua, the son of Gama-
liel, ordained that teachers should be appointed,
as in every district, 8o in every town, to whom the
boys from the sixth or seventh year of their age
should be committed.” But such a law must have
been only supplementary to already existing cus-
toms, and it cannot be doubted that boys’ schools
were already general in the time of Christ. . . . .

The age at which children were to be sent to
school is fixed in the Mishna. Raf said to Samuel,
theson of Schilath, a teacher, “ Do not take a boy
to be taught before he is six years old, but from
that year receive him, and train him as you do
the ox, which day by day, bears a _heavier load.”
Even the number of scholars a teacher might take
is rigidly fixed. “Rabba (or Raf) has said, a
school-master may receive to the numberof twenty-
five scholars. If there be fifty, there must be two
school-masters ; if only forty, there must be an
agsistant, who is to be paid, half by the congre-
gation, half by the school-master.” The few child-
ren who were not sent to school from whatever
cause, were called Am-ha-aretz, or boors—it being
taken for granted that they must have lived in
some rude district where schools were not easy of
access. Neither unmarried men or women were
allowed to be teachers. The Hazan or minister
of the nearest synagogue was, in general, the
master, and the synagogue itself, in a great many
cages served as a scheol-house.

In school the children, according to their age,
sat on benches, or on the ground, as they still do
in the East, the master sitting on a raised seat.
The younger children had, as text-books, some
simple passage from the Bible, carefully written
out—for, of course, there were no books, in our
sense, then—and they seem to have repeated it in
a sing-song cadence, till they learned it by heart.
In eastern schools, at this time, some of the lessons
are written by each scholar, with chalk, on tablets
of wood, like our slates in shape, and these are
cleaned after each lesson. Some centuries after
Christ the boys, having had portions of the “law "
as their class-book till they were ten years old,
began at that age to read the Mishna or Rabbini-
cal comments, and at fifteen entered on the read-
ing of the Gemara, or the collected comments on

both the law and the Mishna. In Christ’s day,
advanced education was, no doubt, much the same,
but it must have been given by oral instruction,
for the sayings of the rabbis were not as yet com-
mitted to writing.

The early years of Christ were, doubtless, spent
in some such school, after he had passed from the
first lessons of Mary, and the instructions of
Joseph. Mysterious as it is to us, we must never
forget that, as a child, he passed through the same
stages as other children. The Apocryphal Gos-
pels are full of miracles attributed to these open-
ing years, describing the infant as already indef-
initely beyond his age. There is no warrant for
this in Scripture. Nothing was out of keeping in
the life of our Lord. As Irenmus says, “ He
sanctified childhood by passing through it.”
Neither his words nor acts, his childish pleasures
nor his tears, were different from those of his age.
Evil alone had no growth in him ; his soul gave
back to the heavens all their sacred brightness.
The ideal of humanity from his birth, he never
lost the innocence of childhood, but he was none
the less completely like other children in all things
else. We are told that “the child grew, and
waxed strong in spirit;” that “the favor of God
was upon him,” and that “he kept on increasing
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
man ;”’ and this can only mean that, with a sweet
attractiveness of childish nature, he spoke, and
understood, and thought, as simply as his play-
mates, in the fields, or on the hill-sides, of Naza-
reth. The earlier words are the same as are used
of John the Baptist in his childhood, and can bear
only the same meaning. Both grew in the shade
of a retired country life, in the sanctuary of home,
apart from the great world, under the eyes of
God, and with his grace upon them. 1t was only
in later years that the mighty difference between
them was seen, when the fresh leaves of childhood,
much alike in all, passed into flower. There was
no moment in Christ’s life when the higher light
began to reveal itself in his soul ; life and “grace”
dawned together, and grew in a common increase
to the end.—Geikie.

TaE sound religious thinker holds fast by the
great certainties which he has verified, and turns
them to account by living under their influence.
He does “one thing” like Paul, and spends his
life in seeking to apprehend that for which he
was apprehended of Christ Jesus. His positive
convictions give him energy and aggressiveness,
and he is effective in the work of his own sancti-
fication and in his efforts for the good of others
just in proportion as he holds by the great prin-
ciples whose truth he has learned from Cbrist,
and keeps himself from disputing about those
things concerning which valid conclusions cannot
be reached, or if they could, they would be of no
practical importance.— Wm. M. Taylor, D. D.

Bressep CerraiNTY.—If all the blind men in
the kingdom should endeavor to bear me down
that the sun is not bright, or that the rainbow
has no colors, I would &till believe my own eyes.
I have seen them both; they have not. I cannot
prove to their satisfaction what I assert, because
they are destitute of sight, the necessary medium;
they would not—they could not—hesitate a mo-
ment, if they were not blind. Just so they who
have been taught of God, who have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, have an experimental per-
ception of the truth which renders them proof
against all the sophistry of the infidel.—Newton.

THE surest method of arriving at & knowledge
of God’s eternal purpose about us is to be found
in the right use of the present moment.

“Kgrp thy heart with all diligence; for out of
it are the issues of life.”
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William Miller’s Convictions on the Ad-
vent Doctrine.

ALL truly great and good men who have been
the honored instruments in the hands of God. of
accomplishing good, and of leading his people in
the way of truth, have had wrought in them a
deep experience in the things of the Spirit of
God. This being the case with William Miller,
we are happy to give in this chapter some of the
important facts in his experience. His biogra-
pher says :—

“ From the time that Mr. Miller became estab-
lished in his religious faith, till he commenced his
public labors—a period of twelve or fourteen years
—there were few prominent incidents in his life to
distinguish him from other men. He was a good
citizen, a kind neighbor, an affectionate hus-
band and parent, and a devoted Christian ; good
to the poor, and benevolent, as objects of charity
were presented; in the Sunday-school he was
teacher and superintendent; in the church he
performed important service as a reader and ex-
horter, and in the support of religious worship,
no other member, perhaps, did as much as he.

“«He was very exemplary in his life and con-
versation, endeavored at all times to perform the
duties, whether public or private, which devolved
on him, and whatever he did, was done cheerfully,
as for the glory of God. His leisure hours were
devoted to reading and meditation ; he kept him-
self well informed respecting the current events of
the time ; occasionally communicated his thoughts
through the press, and often, for his own private
amusement, and for the entertainment of friends,
indulged in various poetical effusions, which, for
unstudied productions, are possessed of some merit;
but his principal enjoyment was derived from the
study of the Bible. His state of mind at this time
can be better given in his own language.

“¢<With the solemn conviction, writes Mr.
Miller, ‘that such momentous events were pre-
dicted in the Scriptures, to be fulfilled in so short
a space of time, the question came home to me
with -mighty power regarding my duty to the
world, in view of the evidence that had affected
my own mind. If the end was 8o near, it wasim-
portant that the world should know it. I sup-
posed that it would call forth the opposition of the
ungodly ; but it never came into my mind that
any Christian would oppose it. I supposed that
all such would be so rejoiced, in view of the
glorious prospect, that it would only be necessary
to present it, for them to receive it. My great
fear was thatin their joy at the hope of a glorious
inheritance so soon to be revealed, they would
receive the doctrine without sufficiently examin-
ing the Scriptures in demonstration of its truth.
I therefore feared to present it, lest, by some
possibility, 1 should be in error, and be the means
of misleading any.

¢ Various difficulties and objections would arise
in my mind from time to time. Certain texts
would occur to me which seemed to weigh against
my conclusions ; and I would not present a view
to others while any difficulty appeared to militate
against it. I therefore continued the study of the
Bible, to see if 1 could sustain any of these ob-
jections. My object was not merely to remove
them, but I wished to see if they were valid.

“:Sometimes when at work, a text would arise
like this: “Of that day and hour knoweth no
man,” &c.; and how, then, could the Bible reveal
the timeof the advent? I would thenimmediately
examine the context in which it was found, and I
saw at once that, in the same connection, we are
informed how we may know when it is nigh, even
at the doors; consequently, that text could
not teach that we could know nothing of the time
of that event. Other texts, which are advanced
insupportof the doctrine of a temporal millennium,
would arise; but on examining their context, 1
invariably found that they were applicable only
to the eternal state, or were so illustrative of the
spread of the gospel here as to be entirely irrelev-
ant to the position they were adduced to support.

“¢«Thus all those passages that speak of the will
of God being done on earth as in Heaven, of the
earth being full of the knowledge of the glory of
God, etc., could not be applicable to a time when
- the man of sin was prevailing against the saints,
or when the yighteous and wicked were dwelling
together, which is to be the case until the end of
the world. Those who speak of the gospel being
preached in all the world, teach that, as soon as
it should be thus preached, the end was to come ;
so that it could not be delayed a thousand years

-

from that time, nor long enough for the world’s
conversion after the preaching of the gospel as a
witness.

““The question of the resurrection and judgment
was, for a time, an obstacle in the way. Being
instructed that all the dead would be raised at the
same time, I supposed it must be so taught in the
Bible ; but I soon saw it was one of the traditions
of the elders.

‘“¢So, also, with the return of the Jews. That
question I saw could only be sustained by denying
the positive declarations of the New Testament,
which assert : « There is no difference between the
Jew and the Greek ;” that the promise that he
shall be the heir of the world was not to Abraham
and his seed through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith ; that “ there is neither Jew
nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor female ;” but
that «if ye are Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.” I was,
therefore, obliged to discard an objection which
asserts there s a difference between the Jew and
Greek ; that the children of the flesh are accounted
for the seed, ete. °

“*In this way I was occupied for five years—
from 1818 to 1823—in weighing the various ob-
jections which were being presented to my mind.
During that time, more objections arose in my
mind than have been advanced by my opponents
since ; and I know of no objection that has been
since advanced which did not then occur to me.
But, however strong they at first appeared, after
examining them in the light of the divine word,
I could only compare them to straws, laid down
singly as obstacles on a well-beaten road ; the car
of truth rolled over them, unimpeded in its pro-
gress.

“‘I was then fully settled in the conlusions
which seven years previously had begun to bear
with such impressive force upon my mind ; and
the duty of presenting the evidence of the near-
ness of the advent to others—which I had man-
aged to evade while I could find the shadow of an
objection remaining againstits truth—again came
home to me with great force. I had, previously,
only thrown out occasional hints of my views.
I then began to speak more clearly my opinions
to my neighbors, to ministers, and others. Tomy
astonishment I found very few who listened with
any interest. Occasionally one would see the force
of the evidence ; but the great majority passed it
by as an idle tale. I was, therefore, disappointed
in finding any who would declare this doctrine, as
I felt it should be, for the comfort of saints, and as
a warning to sinners.’"—Life of Miller, pp. 64-68.

A Meditation on Death.

TaE following is an extract from a “ Medita-
tion,” found among the manuscripts of Dr. W.
S. Plumer. It was written shortly before his
death:—

It is certain I must die.. Sin has made death
inevitable. The decree has gone forth. “By one
man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin.” (Rom. 5:12). «It is appointed unto men
once to die.” (Heb. 9:27).

The precise time of my death is not and cannot
be known by me or any mortal. “Thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth.” (Prov. 27 : 1).
“Ye know not what shall be on the morrow.”
(Jas. 4:14). I am glad it is so. A knowledge
of the time of my leaving this world might unfit
me for some of my duties. Such knowledge did
not promote piety in good Hezekiah. If I had
so great a secret I should be apt to tell my loved
ones, and that would make them unhappy before
the time.

Yet I know I must die soon. I have already
lived several years on borrowed time. “The days
of our years are threescore years and ten.” (Ps.
90:10). I am away beyond that. Many things
in my bodily health warn me that I have but a
short time to live. I may die at any moment.
My strength and agility are both impaired.

Death under circumstances the least appalling
may well strike one with awe. Under some cir-
cumstances it is dreadful. One of the ancients
called it the king of terrors; another the terrible
of terribles. Death puts a full end to our con-
nection with the scenes of earth. It closes the
day of grace. With it probation forever ends.
After death all is unchanging and eternal. When
my eyes shall close in death I can preach no more.
Thenceforth my voice will be silent in the grave,
and my lips be sealed till time shall be no longer.

I cannot say that I have any desire to live my

life over again. It has been full of mistakes; but
I know not that I should be able to correct them.
I know enough of the deceitfulness of sin and the
treachery of my own heart to feel assured that a
second trial would result in nothing flattering to
me. Indeed, I marvel at the mercy which has
kept me from doing worse.

1 see in my past conduct much to deplore and
awaken shame. At times the sense of my own
folly and sin overwhelm me. And I here ac-
knowledge that if I shall be finally saved, it will
be a manifestation of grace that I have never
seen surpassed. I also see in God’s past dealings
with me a vast multitude of amazing mercies.
These ought to awaken the most lively gratitude.
All the blessings 1 have received were wholly
undeserved. Many of them have been remarka-
bly opportune—in the very mnick of time. It
would be the basest ingratitude in me not to say
these things.

With as great humility as I ever felt, and with
great earnestness, I pray God that, if consistent
with his holy will and purpose, he would grant
me these great favors:—

1. That I may never forget that I am mortal.

2. That he would greatly increase my faith.

3. That I may never again, particularly in my
dying hours, be harrassed with temptation, either
to despair or to self-righteousness.

4. That I may be doing some good as long as ]
live, bring forth fruit in old age, and glorify God
in my decease.

5. That my sufferings in death may not be in-
tolerable.

6. That in that awful hour my spiritual enemies
may be still as a stone, and not a dog be allowed
to wag his tongue.

7. That I may have such measures'of the Holy
Spirit that there will be no danger of my courage
or patience failing, ¥

8. That I may have some glimpses and fore-
tastes of heavenly glory before I lose my con-
sciousness.

9. That God will graciously take charge of this
whole matter, and enable me now, and to the
last, to say from the heart, Thy will be done.

If there is a living man that I have injured, I
know it not; but if any one thinks I have wronged
him, I humbly ask his forgiveness. I hope to
leave the world without a grudge against any.
I wish well to every human being. :

My expectation is, and long has been, tha
through infinite and unmerited kindness mani-
fested in Christ Jesus, I shall be happy to all
eternity. I know that my everlasting condem-
nation would be perfectly just. My ecry is to
God, “Enter not into judgment with thy servant;
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.”
(Ps. 143:2). But I also know that the blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. He has died
for sinners such as [ am, and I believe in Jesus
Christ. Heis all my hope. Without him Heaven
would not be Heaven for me. 1 take him for my
i)(l.le and only mediator, my prophet, priest, and

ing.

My soul greatly exults in the doctrine of the
resurrection, as it was held and gloried in by the
martyrs even before the coming of Christ; as it
was taught by the word, and made certain by
the rising of our Lord; and as it was taught and
held by all the apostles. Without a firm belief
in the resurrection, I should be miserable beyond
expression.

I suppose I never did a more solemn act than
to write this paper. Yet I have done it with
great composure of mind. I am surprised at my
own calmness at the near view of eternity. It
does not cost me a sigh or a tear to contemplate
my removal from this to the invisible world.

A MI8sIONARY writes from Ceylon: “It is a
noticeable fact that where Christian women are
married to heathen husbands, generally the in-
fluence in the household is Christian ; whereas,
when a Christian man takes a heathen woman,
he usually loses his Christian character, and the
influences of the household are on the side of
heathenism.”

IN order to grow in grace, we must be much
alone. It is not insociety—even Christian society
that the soul grows most vigorously. In.one
single quiet hour of prayer it will often make more
progress than in days of company with others. It
is in the desert that the dew falls freshest and the
air is purest.
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The Successful Man.

WHEN our successful man was a boy, and lived
in a manufacturing village of New Hampsbire, a
widow’s son, the greatest luxury he knew was to
eat apples; so he told us the other day, when we
fell into conversation about old times.

“Yes,” said he, “when I was ten years old, I
used to think that if ever 1 was rich enough to
have as many apples as 1 wanted, all the year
round, I should be perfectly happy. And now!”

He went on to say that he had one of the finest
orchards, on a small scale, to be found anywhere
in Massachusetts, which produced last year nine-
ty-four barrels of apples of the best varieties yet
produced. But he did not eat two apples per
annum. * He could not; for while he was making
his fortune, he worked so hard, and confined him-
self so closely, as to contract a chronic weakness
of digestion. With all the luxuries of the world
at his command, he was obliged to live princi-
pally on oatmeal and milk.

Later in his youth, his ambition soared above
apples. He was beginning to get a little more
money than he absolutely needed, and was able
occasionally to indulge in a ride. He then thought
if he could own a horse fast enough to pass every-
thing on the road, and take no man’s dust, he
should be the proudest and happiest of men.

“Well,”” he continued, “1 have a horse that 1
think is the fastest in my county; but I never
drive him. I gave him to my son last summer,
and for my own use I keep an old plug that jogs
along six miles an hour, without troubling myself
about him.”

At this point our poor successful man wearily
took out his watch to see how time was getting
on, and we observed that the watch was of a pe-
culiar pattern rarely seen in this country.

“This watch,” said he “is another case in point.
One of my young ambitions was to possess as
good a watch as mortal man could make. I have
one. I gave six hundred dollars in gold for it, at
a time when gold was a more expensive article
than it is now. But, knocking about the world
in sleeping-cars and Mediterranean steamboats, 1
was always a little anxious about my watch; and
besides, the possession of so costly an article by
a traveler, is a temptation to robbers. One day
in Paris I noticed in a shop-window, this curious
little watch marked twenty-five francs. A five
dollar watch was a novelty, and 1 bought it. I
deposited my six-hundred-dollar time-keeper
with my banker, and it has been there ever since
in an iron safe. 1 find that this little watch keeps
time as well for all the ordinary purposes of life,
as the other, and I have carried it ever since.”

The successful man said these things with
what we may call a good-humored despair. He
made no complaint; but at the age when he ought
to be in the full tide of cheerful activity, he ap-
peared to have exhausted life.— Youth's Companion.

. -
Meddling and Marring.

A @oop many people seem to understand all
kinds of business except their own—in that they
fail—but they have advice, counsel, suggestions,
and orders to offer others, whenever occasion

resents itself. Sometimes it is well to let them
ave their own way.

The Cultivator tells of a Boston artist, who re-
ceived a commission to paint the portrait of a
lady. During the first few sittings he had things
all his own way, without interruption or annoy-
ance; but when the picture began to take shape,
there came a series of criticisms and suggestions,
which drove him nearly wild. After contending
against them without effect, he decided to accept
each and every one of them; in a word, to paint
to suit the lady and her friends, rather than him-
self. 1t took a long time to do it, but at length
their criticisms and suguestions were exhausted,
and they admitted that the picture was satisfac-
tory. 1t was accordingly framed and sent home,
and the painter promptly received his check for
the stipulated amount. 5

About a month afterward he received a call
from one of the ladies of the family, who came to
say that, while the picture was in every respect
satisfactory, one thing had been forgotten.
“ What is that?” asked the artist. “ Why,”
replied his caller, “you neglected to sign z.”
“ By no means,” answered he, in his blunt way.
‘1t isn’t my picture, you know; it's your picture.
If you're proud of it you'd better put your name
to it. I wouldn’t sign it for a thousand dollars.”
And he bowed the lady out of his studio.

It is perfectly right that the persons who di-
rect enterprises should have the credit of their
work. And if they ruin everything they touch
let them take the honor to themselves.

When men who have no religion undertake to
manage churches, when men who cannot preach
themselves try to rule and contrcl preachers;
when men who cannot write, sit in judgment
npon writers; when men who cannot establish or
build up institations, undertake to pervert those
which others have fostered, it is sometimes well
to let them have their own way and show them-
gelves; but when they have wrought folly, con-
fusion, and disaster, then if they are proud of it
they had better put their names to it.—7"ke Chris-
tian.

MAKE IT RIGHT.

Have you wronged another—
Stranger, neighbor, sister, brother—
In God’s sight ?

Have you strewn their path with sadness—
You, who should have given them gladness ?
Then, as morning follows night,

Make it right.

Make it right by strong endeavor;
Conscience is a mighty lever,
You will find.
If you can, make restitution,
Nor delay its execution,
Lest you, of a different mind,
‘Wax unkind.

It may cost you time and money,

Make your pathway seem less sunny,
Home less bright;

But in that you are mistaken—

Man was never yet forsaken
Climbing up God’s holy height—
Make it right.

Should the wrong be past undoing,
Still, the path of right pursuing

All the way;
That you ne'’er may wrong another,
Stranger, neighbor, sister, brother,

Pray, friend, pray,

Every day!

—Selected.

Finding One’s Place.

A @oop many people spend all their life hunting
for a place in this world that they were never in-
tended to fill. They never settle down to any-
thing with any sort of restful or contented feeling.
What they are doing now is not by any means the
work that is suited to their abilities. They have
a sunny ideal of a very noble life which they would
like to reach, in which their powers would have
free scope, and where they could make a very
bright record. But in their present position they
cannot do much of anything, and there is little
use to try. Their life is a humdrum and a prosy
outline, and they can accomplish nothing really
worthy and beautiful. So they go on discontented
with their own lot, and sighing for another ; and
while they sigh the years glide away, and soon
they will come to the end, to find that they have
missed every opportunity of doing anything
worthy of a rational being on the passage to
eternity. Thke truth is, one’s vocation is never
some far-off possibility. It is always the simple
round of duties that the passing hour brings. No
day is commonplace if we only had eyes to see its
splendor. There is no duty that comes to our
hand, but brings us the possibility of kingly ser-
vice.—Selected.

Try To PrLease.—The late George Merriam,
publisher of “Webster’s Dictionary,” whose early
life, though spent in poverty, gave token by its
diligence, purity and kindness to his mother, of
what a true, noble man he would become, said,
when he was an old man: “I trace my success in
life to a desire to please. To try to please was
my great aim; first my father, and then for his
sake, my employer. I lived with my mother,
and took four or five apprentices to board with her,
and if at the end of the year she came out short,
I evened it up.” The one who tries to please
makes many friends, and therefore has wide in-
fluence. One need never sacrifice principle, but
one can always be kind. “ What is the secret of
the success of Miss ?”—one of the belles in
in Washington last winter—we asked a friend
“She does not appear remarkably intellectual
and she is not very beautiful.” ¢ No,” said the
person addressed, ¢ but she tries to please people.”
And this was the secret of bher being loved.

Work to-day, for you know not how much you
will be hindered to-morrow.—Franklin.

Decency Towards Horses.

A HORSE cannot be screamed at and cursed with-
out becoming less valuable in every particular.
To reach the highest degree of value the animal
should be perfectly gentle and always reliable,
but if it expects every moment that it is in the
harness to be «“jawed” at and struck, it will be in
a constant state of nervourness, and in its excite-
ment as liable through fear to do something which
is not expected, as to go along doing what you
started it to do. It is possible to train a horse to
be governed by the word of mouth almost as it is
to train a child, and in such training the horse
reaches its highest value. When a  horse is
soothed by the gentle words of his driver—and
we have seen him calmed down from great excite-
ment by no other means—it may be very fairly
concluded that he is a valuable animal for prac-
tical purposes, and it may be certainly concluded
that the man who has the power over him, is a
bhumane man and sensible one. But all this simply
means that the man must secure the animal’s
confidence. Only in exceptional instances is a
horse stubborn or vicious. If he understands his
surroundings, and what is required of him, he
gives no trouble. As almost every reader must
know, if the animal when frightened can be
brought up to the object, he will become calm,
The reason is that he understands that there is
nothing to fear. So he must be taught to have
confidence in the man who handles him, and then
this powerful animal, which usually a man could
not handle, if it were disposed to be vicious, will
give no trouble. The very best rule, therefore,
which we would lay down for the management
of the horse, is gentleness and good sense on the
part of the driver. Bad drivers make bad horses
usually — Western Rural.

Speak Gently.

A yvoune lady had gone out for a walk, but for-
got to take her purse with her. Presently she
met a little girl with a basket on her arm.

“ Please, miss, will you buy something from my
basket?” said the girl, showing a variety of book-
marks, watch-eases, needle books, ete.

“I am sorry 1 can’t buy anything to-day,” said
the young lady. I haven’t any money with me.
Your things look very pretty.” She stopped a
minute and spoke a few kind words to the girl,
and then, as she passed, she said again, “I am
very sorry. that I can’t buy anything from you to-
day.” ;

‘)‘O, miss,” said the little girl, “you’ve done me
just as much good as if yon had. Most persons
that I meet say, ‘Gel away with you! But
you have spoken kindly to me, and I feel a heap
better.”

That was ‘ considering the poor.” How little
it costs to speak kind words, and how much they
are worth. If we have nothing else to give, let
us-at least give love and sympathy.—Sel.

Mark This, Boys.

Dip you ever know a man who grew rich by
fraud continue successful through life and leave a
fortune at death? This question was put to a
gentleman who had been in business forty years.
After reflecting a while he said:—

“Not ome. I have seen many men become
rich, as if by magic, and win golden opinions,
when some little thing led to the exposure of
their fraud, and they have fallen into disgrace
and ruin. Arson, perjury, and suicide, are com-
mon crimes with those who make haste to be
rich regardless of the means.”

Boys, stick a pin here. You will soon be men
and begin to act with those who make money.
Write this good man’s testimony in your mind,
and with it put this word of God, ¢ He that hast-
eneth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth
not that poverty shall come upon him.”

Let these words lead you to resolve to make
haste slowly when you go into business in the
matter of making money.—Christian Cynosure.

Ler us beware how we ever sever what is
painful in intercourse {from what is encouraging;
never quit a friend with words of displeasure; let
your last discourse with him be always kindly;
never give to censure the painful distinctness of
succeeding silence.

“I wiLL meditate in thy precepts, and have re-

spect unto thy ways.”
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Thoughts on Daniel.

BY ELD. U. SMITH.

CHAPTER IX.—THE SEVENTY WEEKS.

VERSE 1. In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus,
of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the
realm of the Chaldeans ; 2. In the first year of his reign, 1
Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof
the word of the Lord came by Jeremiah the prophet, that he
rfould accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusa-

em.

The vision recorded in the preceding chapter
was given in the third year of Belshazzar, B. c.
553. The events narrated in this chapter oc-
curred in the first year of Darius, B. . 538. A
period of fifteen years is consequently passed over
between these two chapters. Although Daniel
was cumbered with cares and burdens, as prime
minister of the foremost kingdom on the face of
the earth, he did not let this deprive him of the
privilege of studying into things of higher moment,
even the purposes of (God, as revealed to his pro-
phets. He understood by the books, that is the
writings of Jeremiah, that God would accomplish
seventy years in the captivity of his people. This
prediction is found in Jer. 25:12; 29:10. The
knowledge of it, and the use that was made of'it,
shows that Jeremiah was early regarded as a
divinely-inspired prophet ; otherwise his writings
would not have been so soon collected and so ex-
tensively copied. Though Daniel was for a time
contemporary with him, he had a copy of his
works which he carried with him in his captivity;
and though he was so great a prophet himself, he
was not above studying carefully what God might
reveal to others of his servants. Commencing the
seventy years B. c. 606, Daniel understood that
they were now drawing to a termination; and
God had even commenced the fulfillment by over-
throwing the kingdom of Babylon.

VERSE 3. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek
byhpra.yer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and
asnes.

Because God has promised, we are not released
from the responsibility of beseeching him for
the fulfillment of his word. Daniel might have
reasoned in this manner : God has promised to re-
lease his people at the end of the seventy years;
and he will accomplish it; I need not, therefore,
concern myself at all in the matter. Daniel did
not thus reason; but as the time drew near for
the accomplishment of the word of the Lord, he
set himself to seek the Liord with all his heart.
And how earnestly he engaged in the work, even
with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes! This was
the year, probably, in which he was cast into the
lions’ den; and the prayer of which we here have
an account, may have been the burden of that
petition which regardless of human laws to the
contrary, he offered before the Lord three times
a day.

VERSE 4. And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made
my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful Grod,
keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and
to them that keep his commandments.

We here have the opening of Daniel’'s wonder-
ful prayer—a prayer expressing such humiliation
and contrition of heart, that he must be without
feeling who can read it unmoved. He commences
by ackowledging the faithfulness of God. God
never fails in any of his engagements with his
followers. It was not from any lack on God’s
part in defending and upbolding them, that the
Jews were then in the furnace of captivity, but
only on account of their sins.

VERSE 5. We have sinned and have committed iniquity,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by depart-
ing from thy precepts and from thy judgments. 6. Neither
have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which
spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land. 7. O Lord, righteousness
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at
this day; to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are
far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven
them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed
against thee. 8. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we
have sinned against thee. 9. To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against
him; 10. Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our
God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his
servants the prophets. 11. Yea, all Israel have transgressed
thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy
voice ; therefore the curse 1s poured upon us, and the oath
that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, be-
cause we have sinned against him. 12. And he hath con-
firmed his words which he spake against us, and against our
judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil ; for
under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been
done upon Jerusalem. 13. As it is written in the law of
Moses, all this evil is come upon us; yet made we not our
prayer before the Lord our god, that we might turn from

our iniquities, and understand thy truth. 14. Therefore hath
the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us ; for
the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he
doeth ; for we obeyed not his voice.

So much of Daniel’s prayer is employed in mak-
ing a full and heart-broken confession of sin. He
vindicates fully the course of the Lord, acknowl-
edging their sin to be the cause of their calamities,
as God had threatened them by the prophet
Moses. And he does not discriminate in favor of
himself. No self-righteousness appears in his
petition. And although he had suffered long for
others’ sins, enduring seventy years of captivity
for the wrongs of his people, he meanwhile having
lived a godly life, and received signal honors and
blessings from the Lord, brings no accusations
against any one to the exclusion of others, pleads
no sympathy for himself as a victim of others’
wrongs, but ranks himself in with the rest, and
says, We have sinned, and unto us belongs con-
fusion of face. And he acknowledges they had
not heeded the lessons God designed to teach
them by their afflictions, by turning them .again
unto him.

An expression in the 14th verse is worthy of
especial notice: ¢Therefore hath the Lord
watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us.”
Because sentence against an evil work is not exe-
cuted speedily, therefore the hearts of the sons of
men are fully set in them to do evil. But none
may think that the Lord does not see, or that he
has forgotten, His retributions will surely over-
take the transgressor against whom they are
threatened, without deviation, and without fail.
He will watch upon the evil, and in his own good
time will bring it to pass.

VERSE 15. And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought
thy (%)eople forth out of the land of Egypt'with a mighty
hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have
sinned, we have done wickedly. 16. O Lord, according to
all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy
fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy
mountain : because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to
all that are about us. 17. Now therefore, O our God, hear
the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause
thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord’s sake. 18. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear;
open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city
which is called by thy name: for we do not present our sup-
plications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy
great mercies. 19. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord,
hearken and do ; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God:
for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

The prophetnow pleads the honor of the Lord’s
name as a reason why he desires that his petition
should be granted. He refers to the fact of their de-
liverance from Egypt, and the great renown that
had accrued to the Lord’s name for all his wonder-
ful works manifested among them. Allthis would
be lost, should he now abandon them to perish.
Moses uses the same argument in pleading for Is-
rael. Num. 14. Not that God is moved with
motives of ambition and vain glory ; but when his
people arc jealous for the honor of his name, when
they evince their love for him by pleading with
him to work, not for their own personal benefit,
but for his own glory that his name may not be
reproached and blasphemed among the heathen—
this is acceptable with him. He then intercedes
for the city of Jerusalem called by his name, and
his holy mountain, to which he has had such love,
and beseeches him for his mercies’ sake, to let his
anger be turned away. Finally, his mind centers
upon the holy sanctuary, God’s own dwelling-place
upon this earth, and he pleads that its desolations
may be repaired.

Daniel understood the seventy years of captivity
to be near their termination. From his allusion
to the sanctuary, it is evident that he so far mis-
understood the important vision given him fifteen
years before, as to suppose that the 2300 days, at
the termination of which the sanctuary was to be
cleansed, expired at the same time. This mis-
apprehension was at once corrected, when the
angel came to give him further instruction in an-
swer to his prayer, the narration of which is next
given.

VERSE 20. And while T was speaking, and praying, and
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and pre-
senting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy
mountain of my God; yea, while I was speaking in prayer,
even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the
time of the evening oblation.

We here have the result of Daniel’s supplication.
He is suddenly interrupted by a heavenly messen-
ger. Theangel Gabriel, appearing again as he had
before, in the form of a man, whom Daniel had
geen in the vision at the beginning, touched him.
A very important question is here to be deter-

mined. It is to be decided whether the vision of

chapter 8 has ever been explained. and can ever
be understood. The question ig, To what vision
does Daniel refer by the expression, “the vision
at the beginning?’ It will be conceded by all
that it is a vision of which we have some previous
mention, and that in that vision we shall find some
mention of Gabriel. We must go back beyond
this ninth chapter ; for all that we have in this
chapter previous to this appearance of Gabriel is
simply arecord of Daniel's prayer. Looking back,
then, through previous chapters, we find mention
of only three visions given to Daniel. The inter-
pretation of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar was
given in a night vision. Chap. 2:19. But there
is no record of any angelic agency in the matter.
2. The vision of chap. 7. This was explained to
Daniel by “one of them that stood by;” probably
an angel ; but we have no information as to what
angel ; nor is there anything in that vision which
needed further explanation. 3. The vision of
chapter 8. Here we find some particulars which
show this to be the vision referred to: 1. Gabriel
is brought to view for the first and only previous
time in the book. 2. He was commanded to make
Daniel understand the vision. 3. Daniel, at the
conclusion, says he did not understand it ; show-
ing that Gabriel, at the conclusion of that chapter,
had not fulfilled his mission. ~ 4. Thereis no place
in all the Bible where this instruction is carried
out, if it be not in chapter 9. 1f, therefore, the
vision in chapter 8 is not the one referred to, we
have no record that Gabriel ever complied with
the instructions given him, or that that vision has
ever been explained. 5. The instruction which
the angel now gives to Daniel, as we shall see
from the following verses, does exactly complete
what was lacking in chapter 8. These considera-
tions prove beyond a doubt the connection between
Daniel 8 and 9 ; and this conclusion will be still
further strengthened when we come to look at the
angel’s instructions.

Dancing.

DancinGg is not a Christian institution. It had
its origin in paganism, and is the offspring of
man’s natural depravity.  Profane history fre-
quently makes mention of it as a common prac-
tice among the ancients. 1t constituted a part
of their religious rites and ceremonies. They
danced before their altars and around the statues
of their gods. The Greek chorus, in the oldest
time, consisted of the whole population of the
city, who met in the public place to offer up
thanksgiving to their country’s god, by singing
hymns and performing corresponding dances.
The Spartans had a law obliging parents to exer-
cise their children in dancing from the age of five.
This was done in the public place, to train them
for the armed-dance, and their great festival
occasions.

One on my lef& hand affirms ‘“that it is a
healthful pastime.” Have those the best health
who do the most of it? In what does the peculiar
healthfulness of dancing consist? In violent and
unnatural exercise; in the swift alternations of
heat and cold; in the exposure, constant, imminent
and unavoidable, in the dress and refreshments.
Who can be ignorant of the fact that among the
dancers pulmonary consumption often finds its
victim decked for the sacrifice? If Christians
seck only a relaxation from toil, a pleasing recre-
ation, or improvement of health, each could be
procured without the scandal and reproach of
dancing. But dancing is a representative of a
peculiar species of dissipation, and those who love
the dissipation love the dance. Without such a
love the pastime would not be tolerated one
moment. Shut up a young person alone in a
room, with a command to dance for health, from
bed-time till dawn, and such a command would
be pronounced an act of the grossest cruelty. A
whip of small cords would be necessary to en-
force it.

Dancing is also identified with late hours and
full suppers; these constitute balf of the charm of
the dance. It is associated with an immodest
mingling of all classes and characters. It is dis-
tinguished by a rude familiarity, which, in any
other amusement, would be resented as an insult
—resented with indignation. It is, as to cause
and effect, immodest. It is immodest as to the
material worn, and in the fashion of the dress.
A lady who would appear at her table, or in her
drawing-room, in the garb she would wear at a
ball, would at once lose her reputation for mod-

esty. On the boards of a theater the charm of
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the dance is its indecorous character. The more
wanton the figure, the more propriety is violated,
the louder is the applause, the higher the premium
of the boxes! It is not recreation or exercise
people plead for when they dance, but dissipation
in some degree, of which dancing is the represen-
tative. Peter commands the Christian women to
adorn themselves with “a meek and quiet spirit,
which is, in thesight of God, of great price.” Let
a dancing Christian, arrayed for her amusement,
compare herzelf with this desecription. Let her
look at its influence upon her health, her charac-
ter for consistency, her reputation for modesty,
and then decide, if she can, that dancing is con-
sistent with her vows to God. We say not the
mere bodily exercise does all this. But we do
say that such results are so inseparably connected
with dancing, that without them it would not be
sought for by its patrons, nor condemned by its
religious opposers.—Am. Wesleyan.

REv. Dr. ParkEr, of London, in a recent ad-
dress said, “My mother, sir!” says the wild youth,
“Why, sir, there is nothing on earth that I would
not do for my mother. I would walk fifty miles
on burning metal for my mother.” His nice, dear
old mother does not want any filial piety so trag-
ical as that, but she wotld like him to keep her
company sometimes on winter nights; she would
like him to come home an hour earlier in the eve-
ning; she would be pleased if he would get up an
hour sooner in the morning; she would be thank-
ful if he would go to church regularly and sit by
herside. She does not want the agony of tragedy,
she pines for the gentleness of quiet and thought-
ful love.

The Sabbath-School.

‘What is Teaching?

Our familiarity with a word often stands in the
way of our knowing that word’s meaning. We
are so accustomed to the use of the word, and we
have used it freely so long, that we do not stop
to consider its real scope and limitations; nor
would it be easy for us to declare these, if we were
asked to define the word. Sometimes, therefore,
there is a decided gain in putting ourselves di-
rectly at the task of settling what we mean by a
word which is on our lips every day of our lives.
We may find that we have had an utterly wrong
conception of the idea involved in that word; or,
again, we may find that we have had no particular
thought of any idea involved in it, but have taken
it merely as an arbitrary designation of a fact or
a thing familiar to us.

“Teaching” is a word of this sort, as-a moment’s
reflection will convince almost any one who uses
the word. What is “teaching?” You say that
you are “a teacher:” what do you mean by this?
You say that you are ‘“ready to teach” your
class:’ what do you mean by this? You say that
you “have taught " your class: what do you mean
by this? How many who call themselves, and
who are called by others, “Sabbath-school teach-
ers,” have a well-defined idea of what teaching is;
yet how can one fairly call himself a “teacher,”
when he doesn’t even know the nature of his mis-
sion? There is certainly very little hope of a
man’s being successful in any endeavor, so long
a8 he is in doubt qr in ignorance as to what he is
trying to do. This truth would seem to be fairly
beyond question. :

One may be called “a teacher” without being
a “teacher.” A superintendent may appoint one
to the office of teacher in the Sabbath-school, or
the church authoritiés may duly designate him
as such, without his being competent to teach.
That makes him “a teacher "—Dby the record; but
it doesn’t make him a “teacher”—in fact. Nor
does his acceptance of the position tendered him
make the selected teacher” a “teacher.” His
saying that he is ¢ a teacher ” no more gives him a
fitness to “teach” than does the saying of those
in authority over the school. “How many legs
does a calt have if you count his tail one?” is a
boy’s conundrum. “Five,’ answers one. ‘Not
a bit of it,” says the other. ¢ Counting a calf’s
tail a leg doesn’t make it one. A calf has only
four legs, however you count them.” How many
real “teachers” are there in all the Sabbath-schools
of the United States, “counting”’ all who are on
the rolls as teachers? There are two ways of
answering that question; and the answers would
be a long way apart. Until each one of those
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teachers knows what ¢ teaching ” is, he is unable
to decide for himself whether he is a “teacher”
in fact, or only ¢ a teacher” by the record. Yet
it makes a vast difference to a Sabbath-school
whether it has teachers who fiZ their places, or
only teachers who %old them.

Perhaps the best definition of « teaching” which
has been given, is “the causing another to know.”
There is such a thing as teaching by example,
unconscious teaching; teaching others by the spirit
we display, or by the manners we practice; caus-
ing others to know, from what they see in us, that
our way is desirable, or that it is most undesirable;
leading them in the path we pursue, or impelling
them toward any other path than that. Teach-
ing of this kind, all of us are given to, at all times.
In this sense, we all are teachers, always. We
are continually causing those about us to know
the better way, or the worse. But it is not of
this kind of teaching that we speak, when we say
that we are Sabbath-school teachers; that we are
engaged in Sabbath-school .teaching; that we
expect to teach our class next Sabbath; or, that
we taught our class last Sabbath. We have in
mind, in such phrases, an active and purposeful
service, rather than that unconscious teaching of
ours which is inevitable, whether we desire it or
not. It is the causing another to know that
which we know, and which he does not; that
which we want him to know, and which we seek
to have him know;—which is ¢ teaching” in its
technical sense; teaching in the sense in which
we use the term, when we say that we have been
teaching a particular lesson to a particular scholar
or class. In this sense, “teaching” obviously
involves the threefold idea of a teacher, a lesson,
and a learner; it involves knowledge on the teach-
er’s part, and, at the start, the lack of it on the
part of the scholar; also, an actual transfer of that
knowledge from the teacher’s mind to the scholar’s,
before the teaching process is concluded. Hence,
to say that you have “taught a lesson,” includes
the idea that some one has learned that lesson;
for unless there is learning by a learner there can
be no teaching by a teacher; and until the teacher
has caused a learner to know a lesson, or a truth,
the teacher has only been trying to teach—so far
without success.

Just here is the great difference between preach-
ing, or lecturing, or talking, or telling a thing,
and ‘“teaching.” One can preach all by himself.
He can lecture to a listless gathering, or to none
at all. ‘He can talk to himself, or to others who
pay no attention to what he says. He can tell a
thing to the winds, or to hearers who neither un-
derstand nor heed him. But he cannot « teach”
all by himself; he cannot teach without attentive
hearers; he cannot teach unless some one learns.
Teaching always includes two persons, both of
them active. Nor is it enough that there be two
persons, both of them active; but active over the
same lesson. 7'%is may be secured by hearing a
recitation, and commenting on it; but that is not
necessarily teaching. The scholar, in such a case,
may be merely exercising his memory, reciting
what he has memorized verbally without under-
standing a word of it; he learns nothing; he is not
taught anything; he is not caused to know a sin-
gle fact or truth, by his teacher’s hearing him
recite; nor does he learn anything by his teacher’s
wisest comment, if he pays no attention to that
comment, or if he is unable to understand it.
“Teaching” as “causing another to know,” in-
cludes the mutual effort of two persons to the same
end. The teacher must endeavor to cause the
pupil to learn a particular fact or truth which he
wants him to know; the learner must endeavor
to learn that particular fact or truth. Until the
two are at this common work, the process of
‘“teaching” is not begun; until the learner has
learned, the teacher has not taught.

“Teaching ” is by no means all of “ a teacher’s”
work; nor is it always the most important work
of a teacher. Impressing one’s pupils, and influ-
encing them, are important factors in a teacher’s
work; when we speak of “a teacher,” as one hav-
ing children in charge, in a school—on a week-
day, or a Sunday. A teacher’s spirit, a teacher’s
character, a teacher’s atmosphere, a teacher’s life,
impress and influence a pupil quite as much as a
teacher’s words. It is a teacher's duty to love his
scholars, and to show his love for them; to have
sympathy with them, and to evidence it; to gain
a hold on their affections, outside of the class-hour,
as well as during it; and to pray for them specifi-
cally and in abiding faith. There is no technical
“teaching” in all this; but what would technical

teaching be worth without this? There are
“teachers” in the Sabbath-school who do a great
deal of good without ¢ teaching;” they perhaps
do a better work in the Sabbath-school than those
of their fellows, who do teach. Their work ought
rot to be undervalued because it is no¢ “teaching;”
neither ought it to be confounded with ¢teach-
ing.”

Impressing and influencing members of a class
is one thing; teaching a Bible lesson is another
thing; the two may go on together, or again, there
muay be the one without the other. Whether the
one or the other is wanted, or both together are
desired, it is important to bear in mind what
“teaching " is, as distinct from any other desir-
able work of “a teacher.” If a Bible lesson is
worth teaching, it ought to be taught; if it is
taught, it must be by the process of *teaching;”
and there is no such thing as teaching by a teacher,
unless at the same time there is a learning by a
learner. The question, therefore, at the close
of each Sabbath-school hour, is—not, Were you
with your class ? not, Did you prepare yourself
on the lesson of the day before coming to your
class? not, Did you state and illustrate important
truths which it would have been well for the
members of your class to know ? not, Were your
hearers attentive, and seemingly impressed ? but
—Did you cause anybody to know anything
about the lesson of the day? Z7%at question you
cannot properly answer, unless you have proof
that some one of your hearers learned what you
tried to make him know. Until you can speak
with positiveness on this point, you cannot say
whether or not you have taught the lesson, or any
part of it, to all of your class, or to any one scholar.

Although “teaching” is by no means the ex-
clusive, nor yet always the foremost, duty of “a
teacher,” yet teaching is teaching; and no prev-
alence of popular opinion can make anything
else than teaching, teaching. And let it be re-
membered that the proof of the teaching process
always rests with the learner; not with the teacher,
whether the scholars be young or old. The
teacher can prove that he #ried to teach; the
scholar alone can show that the teacher succeeded.
—8. 8. Times.

The Right Kind.

TeE same characteristics which will make an
individual a successful teacher in a day-school,
will, with the blessing of God, make him a suc-
cessful Sabbath-school teacher. The following
incident shows one of the indispensable qualifica-
tions of a good teacher:—

Said one of the patrons of a school, not long
since, when applying for a teacher: “I wish we
could get such a teacher as we had last year, he
taught the children hundreds of things they never
thought of before, and my boy has pestered me
with questions ever since; he will scarcely give
me any rest; he tells me everything he has ever
heard there, and relates to me all the stories in
his reading-book, and makes comments upon
everything.” He could not have paid a higher
compliment to the former teacher. The teacher
had succeeded in awakening in the pupil’s mind
a desire to know. Curiosity, that great incentive
to the acquisition of knowledge was fully aroused.
— Educational News.

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him.”
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The Promises to Israel.

L AsT week we published an article on *The Return of
the Jews.” We hold that the evidences there presented
are quite sufficient to prove the position taken. But
many really suppose that there are certain promises on
record in the Scriptures, given to the Jews as a nation,
which remain to be fulfilled. This subject demands a
notice. As to the Jews “were committed the oracles of
God,” and they were made the depositaries of the truth,
not only for themselves but for the world, we are related
to, and dependent on, the truth committed to them.
Therefore it is important that we understand the truth
concerning these promises. All agree that special bless-
ings were conferred upon them, and the controversy
turns upon the correct understanding of two points,
namely :—

1. The conditional nature of the promises made to
the Jews.

2. Under which of the two covenants the special
blessings to them were to be conferred.

On the first, it may be remarked, that all of God’s
promises to man are conditional. To deny this is to
advocate Universalism, and even to deny free agency.
True, he chose that people for the love he had for their
fathers; but their fathers obtained the blessings by
faithful obedience, and continued obedience was neces-
sary on the part of the children to retain the promises.
When God required Pharoah to let them go, it was not
merely that he might ble-s them, but that they might
gerve him. Ex.10:3. Also he said unto them, “ If ye
will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me,” etc. Ex.19:
5-8.

As the blessings set before them were conditional,
they could claim them only on fulfillment of the con-
ditions. But the Scriptures abundantly prove that they
were “a disobedient and gainsaying people.” Rom. 10:
21. Therefore, it must be admitted that they can re-
ceive nothing in the future for any counsideration ren-
dered in the past. And therefore, again, if any promise
is fulfilled to them in the future, it must be on the future
performance of the conditions on which such promise is
based. By disobedience the promise is forfeited.

On the second point the conclusion is equally evident.
The first covenanl has passed away, and nothing can
be claimed or granied under an abolished system. Of
course, all future blessings must be granted under the
new covenant, subject to its conditions.and restrictions.
So we are now shut up to one single point of inquiry:
to wit, Do the Scriptures teach that the natural descend-
ants of Jacob are entitled to any special privileges or
blessings under the new covenant? We say they do
not, and appeal to the Scriptures on the subject.

Many of the advocates of the Age to Come, perhaps
a large majority, contend that the offerings of the Le-
vitical system will be reinstituted in that age. But,
according to Paul, they make themselves transgressors
against the gospel; and make the gospel a system of
transgression against the divine economy, by its setting
aside that which must be reinstituted. They pervert
and confound the testimony of the word, having the
first covenant done away to establish the second; and
the second not yet made; but, when it is made, it will
be by the re-establishing of all the peculiarities of the first!

If all would candidly accept the proof that the new
covenant has been made, and the relation it sustains to
the purposes and promises of God, this confusion would
be avoided. But the promises are read without consid-
ering their connection with the qualifying declarations
of the*New Testament And yet, it is considered by
some that the New Testament, especially Paul’s letter to
the Romans, sustains the Age to Come, by maintaining
the future fulfillment of special promises to the Jews.
If a few expressions only are considered, a construction
may be put upon them altogether at variance with the
tenor of the whole. But this is treating the Scriptures
unjustly, and the most positive declarations of Scripture,
in many places, forbid the construction which Judaizers

place upon it.
&

In the first chapter of that letter the apostle describes
the sinful condition of the world. That his remarks are
general in their application is proved by the commence-
ment of chap. 2. “Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O
man, whosoever thou art, that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that
judgest, doest the same things.” If any should be in-
clined to consider this judgment too severe, and that the
iniquity described in Romans 1 is very far beyond that
of the generality of the unconverted world, they may
have their ideas corrected by referring to Gal. 5 :19-21.
“The works of the flesh” are those things inherent in
the “carnal mind;” and as God’s law is spiritual, and
may be violated by thoughts and desires, Rom. 7 :14;
1 John 3 :15; Matt. 5 : 28, these works are in every natu-
ral heart. So, from the apostle’s application, it is vain
to appeal. He then shows that Jews and Gentiles are
all condemned—all subject to the judgment of God for
disobedience, and are alike dependent on the grace of
God for salvation, through patient continuence in well
doing, “for there is no respect of persons with God.”
The circumcision of the Jew, if he be a transgressor of
the law, is thereby made uncircumcision; he is even as
a Gentile. But if the Gentile keep the law, his uncir-
cumecision is made circumecision. The “outward” Jew
is an Israelite no longer if he is discbedient to God.
while the obedient Gentile is *“inwardly” a Jew, and as
such accepted of God. Rom. 2 :25-29.

The advantage which the Jew possessed is stated in
chap. 3 :1, 2, but in verses 9, 10, it is said, “ What then &
are we better than they? No, in nowise: for we have
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all
under sin; as it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one.” After thus involving the whole world in
guilty justifieation by faith (the only hope of the guilty)
is again introduced, and again it is declared that « there
is no difference; for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.” Of course boasting is excluded, and
the apostle may well exclaim, *Is he the God of the
Jews orly ? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the
Gentiles .also; seeing it is one God which shall justify
the circumecision by faith, and the uncireumeision through
faith.”

Those who claim a special blessing for the natural
descendants of Abraham should carefully read chap. 4.
It begins with the important question as to what “ Abra-
ham, our father as pertaining to the flesh, hath found.”
This is important, for surely none of his children ac-
cording to the flesh, can claim more than he, their father,
obtained on that basis. But the argument shows that
he received nothing on such a consideration. Abra-
ham’s blessing or justification was by faith, by believing
“on him that justifieth.” And the children of Abraham
can claim nothing from their birth, but must seek the
blessing as he did, by faith. But in that manner it
may be obtained by all alike, both Jews and Gentiles,
circumcised and uncircumcised; for Abraham himself
received the promise in uncircumecision. “ And he re-
ceived the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteous-
ness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised:
that he might be the father of all them that believe,
though they be not circumcised; that righteousness
might be imputed unto them also.”

As all are sinners, all are under condemnation of the
law, and there can be, therefore, no justification by the
law. The children of Israel promised to keep it, but
they did not; and, therefore, the covenant under which
they received the law could not confer the blessing. If
that covenant could have secured the blessing, they
would have stood independent of Abraham, and have
thus set aside justification by faith, and destroyed the
hope of all believers; as it is said in verse 14: “ For if
they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void,
and the promise made of none effect.” And the same
is repeated, Gal. 3:18: “For if the inheritance be of
the law, it is no more of promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by promise.” Thus it is proved that the
theory of the Age to Come, for the fulfillment of the
Scriptures, is destructive of the faith of Abraham.

This subject is again brought up in Chapter 9. Al-
though Paul was by birth a Jew, and had a strong feel-
ing for his “kinsmen according to the flesh,” he could
not contradict himself, and destroy the facts set forth
in the preceding chapters; but he cuts off’ the claim of
the unfaithful to the name of Israel, or of Abraham’s
children. And it is of those—the unbelieving descend-
ants of Jacob—that he speaks in his comparison of the
vessels of the potter. God had endured with much long-

suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. He

had certainly endured much of that rebellious people,
considering the privileges conferred upon them; and
the application is evident from all the connection, and
from chapter 10 :21: “ But to Israel he saith, All day
long have I stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient
and gainsaying people.” The believers in Christ, “ not
of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles,” are vessels
of mercy, prepared unto glory; and the prophecies, as
well as the promise to Abraham, are brought forward
to attest this truth. Hosca says, “I will call them my
people which were not my people; and her beloved
which was not beloved. And it shall come to pass,
that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are
not my people; there shall they be called, The children
of the living God.” These promises are fulfilled in the
new covenant; and we learn from this, that where God
speaks by the prophets of his beloved and his people,
he refers to those who are Gentiles by birth, as well as
to Jews; for they are “fellow-heirs, and of the same
body,” and partakers of the same promise.

Chapter 11 is most often quoted as favoring Judaiz-
ing notions, but of it we say as of chapter 9, it does not
contradict the positive statements of the apostle in other
places which disprove those notions. Two points are
claimed on this chapter, to wit. (1) That a difference is
recognized between Israel and the believing Gentiler,
and, (2) That all Israel will be saved after the fullness
of the Gentiles be come in. These two points we now
consider. ‘

1. When speaking of that people nationally, there
must of necessity be recognized such a difference; but
this fact does not at all favor their theory. To main-
tain their view, they must not only show a difference
of birth, but they must also show that the Gentiles are
not fellow-heirs, and partakers of the same promises.
See Eph. 3:1-6. But this they cannot do.

2. To maintain the second point, reference is made
to the declaravion that blindness has happened to them
only in part. We admit that God hath not cast them
away in the sense of utterly réjecting them, but still calls
on them to be reconciled to him, and to receive the bless-
ing of Abraham through faith in Christ. In part ex-
presses extent, but not duration. For the duration of
their blindness, see verses 9, 10, and Isa. 6 : 9-11: “ Un-
til the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate.”
If blindness had happened to them wholly, not even a
remnant could be saved; and “all Israel,” to whom the
promises are made, is only a remnant. There are others
who are of Israel, but the remnant alone are Israel.
Will any one claim salvation for any more of them
than that remnant? If so, where are the promises?
See chapter 9:27-29: “Though the number of the
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea. a remnant
shall be saved.” ¢ And as Esaias said before, Except the
Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed [a very small remnant,
Isa. 1:9], we had been as Sodoma, and been made like
unto Gomorrah.” Paul claims no more than this in
any place; and as the promise is made only to the rem-
nant, and to them only through faith in Christ, and also
in common with all believing Gentiles, we can see no
need of a change of dispensation, or of their having
any special privileges in order to its fulfillment.

But the Judaizers assert that the fullness of the Gen-
tiles must come in first. There is the great mistake.
The text does not say, And then. nor, after that time,
shall all Israel be saved; but it says, “ And so shall all
Israel be saved.” The word “so" expresses manner,
and not time, and by examining the context, we find that
it refers to the act of grafting into the good olive-tree,
through faith. “.So answers to as, either preceeding or
following.” And as the fullness of the Gentiles shall
be brought in through their faith, and grafted into the
good olive-tree, so (in like manner) shall all Israel (the
remnant) be saved; for “ they also, if they continue not
in unbelief, shall be grafted in again.” But the ques-
tion of time is settled in another place; verse 5: *“Even
80 then AT THIS PRESENT TIME also there is a remnant
according to the election of grace.” And to this rem-
nant, the promises are made.

God’s Memorial.

To PrOFESS faith in God as the creator of all things,
and to pay no attention to the memorial which he or-
dained to keep the work of creation in lasting remem-
brance, is to have, in this respect, a dead faith. We thus
profess to know God; but in works we deny him.
We have faith without works. Our faith in the one
God, who by his sovereign power, framed the worlds out
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of materials which did not before exist, is like the faith
of the devils, a dead faith, because that grand act of obe-
dience which was ordained to express that faith, we do
not perform. And we are not to think that there is no
need of this effort to maintain faith in the one God
who in six days created heaven and earth, and rested
on the seventh.

The world is full of atheism. The Sabbath is the
grand bulwark against that fatal error. Tts observance
by the people of God is a solemn protest against athe-
ism, and a public confession, by works corresponding to
their faith, that they believe the record of the creation
of the heavens and the earth. The atheist has no faith
in the record of the creation. To him the rest-day of
the Creator is of no account whatever. But, with men
believing the Bible record of the creation, the case is
different. They confess their faith in the six days of
the Creator’s work, and his rest upon the seventh, and
that he set apart the day because he had rested upon it.
If their works correspond with their faith, they will
regard the rest-day of the Lord. Can the Christian,
who believes the record of the creation, and the atheist,
who denies the existence of the Creator himself, both
act alike in disregarding the rest-day of the Lord?
See the believer in the record of the first seven days
of time. When the seventh day, which the Creator set
apart in memory of his own rest on that day. arrives,
he lays aside all labor, and rests from all his work.
Every one understands the act.” But the atheist con-
tinues his labor as on other days. His works are con-
gistent with his unbelief. But what shall be said of
those Christians who imitate in their works the conduct
of the atheist ? Surely, the observance of the Creator’s
rest-day is the proper act of obedience by which we
manifest our faith in God as the Creator. And whatever
the intention, the violation of the rest-day of the Lord
is practical atheism.

God set apart the seventh day in Paradise. This
proves that the observance of the Sabbath is not a car-
nal ordinance, for it was instituted before sin entered
our world. It was not ordained to commemorate the
flight of Tsrael from Egypt, for the children of Israel
did not flee out of Egypt till more than two thousand
years after this. It was not an institution ordained for
the Jews, for it began with the human race,”and thus
preceded the existence of the Hebrew people for many
ages. But the most remarkable fact that appears in
this record is, that this memorial was needed even in
the garden of God. Though man could converse with
God face to face, yet every week, by the most impress-
ive act, Adam was called to remember and acknowl-
edge God as his Creator. The rest-day of God was set
apart, not as a mere rest from wearisome toil, for Adam
had almost as little occasion for rest from weariness in
Paradise, as had the Creator from his work of infinite
might, but as a day when man should desist from every-
thing else and think of God.

And even the very manner of this observance was
exactly calculated to bring to remembrance the grand
fact that distinguished God from all other beings, viz.,
the fact that he had created the heavens and the earth.
He must rest as God rested, and on the very day that he
rested. And thus doing, God, his Creator, could never
be forgotten, nor the relation which God sustains to
all other beings, and to all things, ever pass out of
mind. It is a day of worship in the highest sense,
in that it reminded man of his relation to God, and
kept the great facts respecting the origin of all things
vividly before the mind. Man must rest on that day,
not because he specially needed rest on account of wea-
riness, nor because rest on a certain day of the week is
better calculated to give him relief than resting upon
some other day would be. But he must rest in memory
of what the Creator did, that he might not forget his
infinite obligation to that great Being who had given
him existence.

The record in Gen. 2:1-3, is worthy of our most
careful attention for the remarkable distinctness, brev-
ity, and freedom from ambiguity, which characterize it.

1. It is certain that God rested upon the first seventh
day of time. 2. That he did not bless and sanctify the
day because he was about to rest upon it, but because
he had rested upon it. 3. And hence it was not the
first seventh day of time which he blessed and set apart,
for that had expired when he performed these acts.
4. And thus it is evident that the blessing and sanctifi-
cation related to the seventh day for time to come. 5.
This was done because God had rested upon that day,
showing that it was in memory of that event. 6. God

placed his blessing upon the day, thus making it a more
precious day than any other. 7. He appointed the day
to a holy use, thus making it obligatory upon Adam and
his posterity to observe it. 8. And it is also to be ob-
served that he did not bless the institution of the Sab-
bath, and sanctify that as a movable thing which could
be placed upon one day or another, just as it might best
suit the circumstances. Nothing is said of a Sabbath
institution. God rested the seventh day. God blessed
the seventh day. God set apart the seventh day to a
holy use. 9. This indeed made the Sabbath. Or, if
the reader chooses to use the expression, this was the
setting up of the Sabbatic institution. But the seventh
day was the recipient of all the things which God con-
ferred. The rest, the blessing, and the sanctification,
pertained to that alone. When, therefore, some other
day is taken, every element that constitutes the Sab-
bath is left out of the account and lost. When another
day is taken, we get that which God never rested upon;
and as he blessed the seventh day because he had
rested upon it, when we take some other day besides
that of God’s rest, we take a day which God has not
blessed. As he sanctified the day on which he rested,
and which he had for that reason blessed, when we take
one of the six days which Glod employed in the work of
creation, we take a day which has not one element of
the Sabbatic institution pertaining to it. Certainly
there are but seven days in the week. The first six
days God did not rest. On the seventh day he did
rest. These facts can never be changed. We cannot
place the blessing and sanctification on any day only
the one of God’s rest, for they are conferred upon it
because of that rest. And we cannot change the rest
from the day on which he rested to one on which he
wrought in creation. Not even Omnipotence can do
this. And thus the definite seventh day stands out
with the utmost distinctness.

It cannot, therefore, be denied, except by doing vio-
lence to the sacred narrative, that the creation of the
heavens and the earth was immediately followed by the
establishment of a divine memorial of that grand event.
And it is evident that this memorial is to be observed
as an act of obedience whereby our faith in the creation
of the heavens and the earth is shown to be a living
faith. Those who profess faith in this great truth do
thereby acknowledge themselves under obligation to
manifest that faith by observing the memorial ordained
by the Creator for that very purpose. Those who neg-
lect this memorial, render their faith in this fundamental
doctrine of the Bible a dead faith. God’s great bulwark
against atheism was never so much needed as in the
last days of our world’s history. We have come down
some six thousand years from Paradise. Darkness now
covers the earth, and gross darkness the people. Surely,
an institution that was needed in Paradise, when man
conversed face to face with God, is needed a thousand-
fold more in these days of awful apostasy and atheism.
We have not yet ceased to be under sacred cbligation
to the almighty Creator, and it is in the highest degree
proper that we, by the observance of that institution
which he has ordained for the very purpose, should
humbly acknowledge that obligation. T B Ay

‘What They Are Doing.

IN accordance with our design to note the progress
of the Sunday movement, we give below a few extracts
from the Oakland 7imes’ report of a mass-meeting held
Sunday, January 29, in the First Congregational
Church of this city. The meecting was Jargely attended,
and the leading ministers of the city were among the
speakers. The animus of the movement is better shown
by these speeches, than by anything else.

* Mr. Whitney, President of the Home Protection
Association, introduced Rev. Dr. Todd, who said that
there is a law on the statute book requiring us to ob-
serve the Sabbath [Sunday] and it should be enforced.
There is a law on the statute books which prevents the
killing of game during certain seasons. The law is en-
forced, and recently a young nimrod was fined sixty
dollars for shooting game. The movement in regard to
the Sunday law is not transient, but is deeply rooted
and the nation will prevail in that matter. If a stranger
visits your house you are not required to break any of
your household regulations. America established the
Sabbath as a household regulation, and we should ob-
serve it.”

“ Rev. Dr. Sprecher was introduced and argued that
the law is not contrary to the genius of our government.
There is not a nation that can exist without a religion.
It is necessary in the organization of a nation that the
prevailing religion of the people should be recognized.
People must be protected in the exercise of their religion.

That is a part of the rights of the people. This is a
Christian nation and the laws are made to respect and
protect the people in the exercise of their religion. The
Sunday law is in perfect keeping with the Constitution
of the United States. This is a Christian country and
the law was made for the protection of the Christian
people.”

No comments are needed on the above paragraph.
They contain the same sophistries which the advocates
of the Religious Amendment to the Constitution have
always used. The following, however, is something of
a new departure that is not new to the students of
prophecy. After reading it, please turn and read Rev.
13 :16, 17.

“ Dr. McLane delivered a brief address in which he
said that home protection is guing to be a power in
politics. He had been dealing with a person who opens
on Sunday, but he -had paid him his last cent. He
wanted the breeze to blow into the stores, and exhorted
the audience not to deal with those who do business on
Sunday. The politicians were handled without gloves,
and the reverend gentleman made an eloguent appeal
in behalf of the Home Protection Association.”

And this, they tell us, is religious liberty! If it is,
may we be delivered from religious persecution. It will
not be a ditficult matter for any reader to decide whether
this movement is in the interests of temperance or of
the Sunday. Much enthusiasm was manifested at this
meeting, and a large amount was contributed for the
aid of the Association.

As showing the feeling of the opposite party, the fol-
lowing account of a trial in San Leandro. Alameda Co., is
in point. The proprietor of a hotel, together with twelve
other business men, was arrested for keeping open on Sun-
day. His was to be the test case. An immense crowd
attended the trial. Able lawyers had been secured by
both sides. The jury, after a consultation of about five
minutes, rendered a verdict of “ Not guilty.” An up-
roar immediately ensued. The crowd threw their hats
into the air, and cheered again and again. In their
frantic joy, benches were kicked over, and the Judge
was powerless to secure order. After adjournment the
hilarity was kept up for several hours.

It will be seen that the feeling is intense on both sides.
The conflict will be a bitter one. We know from the
word of God what the final result will be, and need
waste no time in speculation. Our only business should
be to spread the light of truth. Let us do this with our
might. RISW.

Religion, What Kind?

BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

It is reported that many are being converted at the
present time. Is it not right to ask, From what and to
what are men converted ? In so far as they are con-
verted from sin, they are converted to obedience to the
law of God; for sin is the transgression of the law, and
the opposite of transgression is obedience. And if one
is wholly converted from sin to God, he is converted to
obedience to the entire law, and is become a keeper of
all the commandments of God.

Many seem to hold the opinion that it makes no dif-
ference what a man believes, if he is only sincere. It
seems to be possible, however, that a man may really
believe a lie, and be condemned as the consequence,
“ Because they received not the love of the truth that
they might be saved,” is set forth as a cause why “they
should believe a lie; that they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unright-
eousness.”

Conscience is not an infallible guide. Men's con-
sciences vary according to their education. The con-
science of the heathen prompts them to sacrifice their
children to false gods; but to a conscience enlightened,
there could be no greater abomination. Men may really
think that they ought to do things that are sinful in the
sight of God. Does their thinking so make it right ?
Saul of Tarsus verily thought that he ought to oppose
Christ and persecute his followers: but it was wrong,
and he deeply felt it so, when he learned the truth; and
he said he was not fit to be called an apostle, because he
persecuted the church.

God is now causing a message to be proclaimed, ac-
cording to a promise in his word, Rev. 14 : 9-12, calling
upon all to obey him by keeping all his commandments,
a part of which almost all professed Christians are not
keeping. In calling the attention of the people to their
violation of the divine law and persuading them to
obedience. there are no men that stand so much in the
way to prevent men from hearing the truth as the lead-
ing religionists of the time, men who are earnest and
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zealous in the work of the revivals of the times, ardent,
self-sacrificing, and laborous, in making converts to
their respective churches, and are giving their life-
energies, wearing themselves out and hastening to the
grave, as the consequence. Yet, as I said, they are
standing right between the truth and the people, to
prevent them from hearing it and by obedience get a
preparation to stand in the coming day of wratk and be
saved. They certainly have a religious zeal; but is it
of the right kind? I am glad that God is the judge;
and consequently I am not required to decide the case,
One thing, however, is certain. Their zeal for God is
not according to knowledge. Their influence is against
the truth of God—the truth for the time—while they
are'so zealous in making converts, as they seem to sup-
pose, to the Christian religion.

The difliculties of the case are such that I cannot help
going back in my mind to the zeal of idolaters who, in
olden time, would cut their flesh with knives and lancets
till the blood would gush out. 1 Kings 18:28. It is
certain that their religion was not of the right kind; for
they broke God’s commandments by worshiping other
gods. But these profess the Christian religicn—the best
and the only true religion in the world. I wish how-
ever to admonish them and call their attention to the
inquiry whether their religion is of the right sort; for I
desire that zealous laborors may not run in vain, but be
prepared to receive a reward. Let every laborer take
heed how he builds.

Temperance.

Temperance in California.

BY MRS. JESSIE F. WAGGONER.

TeE Ledger of time has been shut up and
gealed. One more year has slipped away leaving
its foot-prints on the sands of time; not such as
can be washed away by the first wave, but foot-
prints which the waters of life serve only to pet-
rify and leave unchangeable. How many of
these foot-prints are down deep in the soft and
miry clay of the broad road to death, and how
few are embedded in the Rock of Ages, the
entrance stone to the path that leads to happiness
and life! And why this great difference? King
Alcohol rules the world and men are his slaves.
Unless they can break their chains enough to
reach out and grasp the rock, they are lost for-
ever. But the chains are so strong and are bound
about them so tightly that without help many
would sink in despair, who, by a little timely aid,
would break looso and be free.

When we look back over the past year we feel
something akin to sorrow and regret, for have
we not stood idly by and scen first one and then
another sinking deeper and deeper without raising
a warning voice or stretching forth a helping hand ?
Then are we not responsible for some of the many
foot-prints seen in the broad road? Yes, there in
the heavenly ledger we see one, two, threc (per-
haps more) precious lives charged to our account!
Oh, that we had been more faithful in our warn-
ing, and had persevered longer in our efforts.
Oh, that we had bent our whole energies to lifting
them up and planting their feet upon the solid
rock. But now it is too late; time never turns
backward in his flight. The only thing now is
to do in the present as we wish we had done in
the past. God, in his merciful kindness, bas per-
mitted another new year to dawn upon us. We
have it in our power, if God helps us and we im-
prove our opportunities, to see, at the close of this
year, a few less foot-prints in the broad way, and
more in the narrow way.

““ Then may our hearts, tried as by fire,
Rise in new strength, fresh zeal inspire,
Hope bid each doubting thought be gone
And gird the New Year’s armor on;
And labor still, for o’er the land
The ripe fields wait the reaper’s hand.”

The tidal wave of intemperance still sweeps
over our land. It goes with such mighty power
that perhaps a handful like us cannot stay the
tide, more than to here and there ercct barriers
around our homes and loved ones; but wo can
man the life-boat and rescue some of the perish-
ing as they come floating down, and we can go
up to the head of the stream and prevent others
from falling in.

Let us not talk about what we did not do last
year, but let us talk now about what we are
doing this year. One whole month of precious
privileges and opportunities has already gone by.

Aged, middle aged, youth, and children, what are
we going to do this month for the cause of tem-
perauce?

Now, if ever, is the time for Seventh-day
Adventists to stand out in a proper light before
the world on this temperance question. We need
not lower our standard =0 as to be able to join in
with the world in what it calls temperance, but
lift the standard high, and try in every possible
way to get the world to come up to this higher
plane of temperance.

One who saves a drowning man must be
stronger than the one he is trying to save; then
let us, as a people, throw away everything that
is liable to weaken and unfit us for the work. Let
us one and all sign the Teetotal Pledge, banish
tea, coffee, and wine, as well as opium, tobacco
and rum, gird on renewed strength, and come
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

Sign the pledge yourself and then you can get
others to sign it, for it is much easier to beckon
them to follow, than it is to try to drive them on
ahead.

Generous Fellows.

IF there is anything a liquor-drinker or seller
prides himself upon, it is that he is a “generous
fellow.” A sprightly fellow jingles his few silver
dollars in his pocket, walks up to the bar, turns
around, addresses the loafers usually congregated
in a saloon.

“Step up, boys, what’ll you have?”

All drink, and he slaps down his change with
the utmost freedom and nonchalance. He takes
his change and walks out, very likely with a ten
cent cigar between his teeth. The barkeeper or
one of the loafers speaks, “ He’s a generous fel-
low,” and the rest chimein, “You bet he is; there’s
nothing small about bim.” That is the usual ver-
dict. But that is only one side of the question.
In nine cases out of ten, if you follow that fellow
to his home, you will find that his wife and chil-
dren are denied many comforts that could be pur-
chased with the money so foolishly spent, and
which has won him the name of ¢ generous fel-
low.” We know from actual observation that the
wife is frequently and cruelly denied money to
purchase those things much needed, or if her re-
quest is granted, it is done grudgingly. :

This “generous fellow” when at home doesn’t
sing out to his wife and children, “Step up and
have something.” Oh, no, not he. He swallows
his supper and walks down town to have a game
of billiards, and returns to his home after all the
family have retired, generously full of drinks,
and more than likely alarms the whole family in
his efforts to get in the door or take off his boots.
Oh, he’s undoubtedly a “generous fellow.” We
know quite a number of such. After a few years
his money is spent; he is down, and when he
walks up to the bar for a drink, the saloon-keeper
waltzes him out of the door. His money is gone.
— Missouri Temperance Advocate.

Drunkards’ Wives.

Ir there be a lonely woman amid the multitnde
of loné and sorrowful women more to be pitied
than another, I think that it is a wife looking
upon the one she has promised to honor, lying
upon the bed with his hat and boots on. Her com-
forter who swore at her as long as he could speak
atall. Her protector, utterly unable to brush a fly
from his face. Her companion, lying in the stupor
of death, with none of its solemn dignity. As heis
entirely unconscious, I wonder if sae never em-
ploys the slowly passing moments in taking down
her old idol, her ideal, from its place in her
memory, and comparing it with the broken and
defaced image before her. Of all poor, broken
idols, scattered into fragments for the divine pa-
tience of womanhood to gather together and
cement with tears, such a ruin as this seems the
most impossible to mold anew into any form of
comeliness. And if thereis a commandment seem-
ingly impossible to obey, it is for a woman to love
a man of whom she is in deadly fear, obey a man
who can't speak his commands intelligently.

The theory of recognizing our friends in a fature
world is a beautiful one, and worthy of much
thought, but I think it is commendable to try to
keep them in a condition to recognize us in this
world, try to keep a man while he is alive so he
will know his wife and children, and not, as often
occurs, turn them out into the storm of a winter
midnight, or murder them in his frenzy.—4dnvil.

The Missionaryp.

State Quarterly Meeting.

THE quarterly meeting of the California Tract
and Missionary Society was held at Healdsburg,
January 29, 1882. The meeting was called to
order at 9 A. m. The directors present were Wm.
Saunders of District No. 5, BE. J. Waggoner of
l]\)Tiﬁtgm No. 7, and Elder M. C. Israel of District

o. 8.

Prayer was offered by Eld. J. H. Waggoner.
A report of the workings of the society for the
previous quarter was read; also the ‘report of
labor for the quarter just ended, tvhich is as
follows:—
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The report shows a lack of interest on the part
of members to report, also of some of the libra-
rians and district secretaries. No report has been
received from Districts No. 2 and No. 9, and only
partial reports from some other districts. It
takes an interest in the work and constant effort
on the part of all the officers to secure a full re-

ort. The members should be visited and re-
minded of their duty to report. If we do not
faithfully perform that which is intrusted to us
here, when the Saviour comes will he say to us,
Well done?

A statement was read showing the number of
individual Sians taken in the State to be 550; and
the increase of SigNs taken in clubs over last
year, 374. The number of Reviews taken 200,
number of Good Healths 662; of which 120 are
taken in clubs. Books to the amount of $12.00
have been furnished to the Sacramento library at
the expense of the State Society. The SiaNs and
Good Health have been furnished to a number of
libraries and reading-rooms in San Francisco, and
many have becomg interested from reading them.

The interest in the Ship Mission is increasing.
Many that have read some of our publications are
inquiring for more and are deeply interested.

Opportunity for remarks was given the direc-
tors and others interested in the missionary work.
The subject of distributing our periodicals was
discussed at some length. Eld. Waggoner sug-
gested that our own State should have special
attention. Foreigners, and those who have stud-
ied the work, are better prepared to work for
those in foreign countries. Being strangers to
us, and having different dispositions and surround-
ings, it requires carefulness and wisdom in writing
to them so as to make a favorable impression for
the truth.

There is a sufficient field on the Pacific Coast
for all our workers. The events of the present
time should lead us to activity in the missionary
work. The way is opening for a successful can-
vass, and we must be at the work which will meet
us in the Judgment. We have a new issue on
which to work. Those who are not attracted by
the advent truth will be interested in the Sunday
Question. 1t now concerns them and they will
take time to investigate. This interest opens a
new field of labor and affords an excellent oppor-
tunity to bring the truth before business men who
could not before be reached.
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But we must have means to carry forward the
work. The president stated that some system
should be devised by which we can raise the
necessary funds to defray the expenses of the
society; and regretted that all the directors were
not present to hear the deliberations that they
might be able to lay the plans before those in the
districts over which they preside.

The chair appointed Wm. Saunders, W. C.
White, and E. J. Waggoner as a committee to put
in the form of resolutions the subjects that were
discussed.

Eld. Waggoner then preached a missionary
sermon impressing the importance of the work,
and the necessity of each one taking an active
part, for our own benefit, as well as for the sav-
ing of perishing souls around us. Those present
seemed deeply effected by the remarks, and we
hope were aroused to activity in the closing work
of the message.

The meeting of the society was resumed at 4
P. M. when the Committee on Resolutions made
the following report:—

WHEREAS, There is a vast unoccupied field on this
coast, and the present Sunday agitation has created an
interest in anything pertaining to the Sabbath question,
therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend the missionary work-
ers of California to confine their labors at the present
time largely to the Pacific Coast.

WHEREAS, the Si6Ns oF THE TiMEs will each week
gontain live articles adapted to the present issues, there-

ore,

Resolved, That we carry out there commendations’of
the General Tract Society, and use this paper, together
with special Sabbath tracts, in our missionary work.

Resolved, That we recommend each church society
to adopt a systematic plan of giving for the support of
missionary labor, and that so far as possible, the plan
known as the “one-third” be adopted, the money being
paid to the librarian weekly, monthly, or quarterly, as
may be decided by each individual society.

Resolved, That while we wish our local societies to
increase their efforts and to improve every opening of
providence, we recommend them to undertake no enter-
prise for which they have not the means pledged, or in
the treasury.

The third and fourth resolutions were spoken
of and considered by those present. Dr. Wag-
goner spoke of the amount of means needed to
carry on the missionary work, and that it would
take the one-third and even more to carry on the
work of a vigorous society. We should give fre-
quently and not wait until the end of the year as
it will be more difficult than to give each week or
at the end of the quarter. We could not retain
our spirituality if we did not continually pray,
and the same principle applies in giving. Bro.
Young remarked that he had been prospered in
giving his just dues.

The resolutions were again called for and read
after which they were unanimously adopted.

The subject of reporting was again spoken of
by the president and others; and it was decided
that every member be requested to hand in a
report each quarter whether they have been at
work or not, that it may be known on whom the
responsibility of the work rests.

On motion the meeting adjourned.

M. C. IsrAEL, Vice Pres.

ALicE MORRISON, Ass’t Sec'y.

San Diego County.

I mAVE spent the past four weeks in this county.
In San Pasqual Valley thirty-five miles northeast
of San Diego, we have a church of fifteen mem-
bers; and scattered through the county we find
about as many more professed commandment
keepers. About one-half of them hold member-
ship in churches outside of this county. We vis-
ited a settlement twelve miles from San Pasqual
and preached twice, with a good and attentive
audience. We feel that the work ought to be
followed up in that place and intend to visit them
again this week.

We visited a Sabbath-keeping family fifty miles
from here, who had never heard a sermon. We
spent a few days with them, and on Sunday
went with them to Potrero Valley, seven miles
distant, and much of the way through the snow,
where about half a dozen families live, and all
turned out to listen to the preaching. About
forty persons were present, and several of them
urged us to return and hold more meetings with
them. 1 felt sad as I bade them’ good-bye, and
thought, will these souls ever have an opportu-
nity to hear these all-important truths ?

There are few places in the county where a
very large andience can be gathered, and perhaps
no place outside of San Diego City where a tent
is needed. But scattered here and there through
the mountains are honest and intelligent families
to whom the last message would be as precious
as to any of us.

Where are the reapers to wield “the gickle of
truth ” till all the wheat has been garnered in?
All things indicate the end is near and shall it be
said of all of us, ¢ Well done” ?

W. M. HeALEY.

Bernardo, California, January 29, 1882.

Among the Churches.

NAPA.

JourNEYING southward from St. Helena, I next
visited Napa. Here Eld. Van Horn had been
holding a series of meetings, with some good re-
sults. On the Sabbath I spoke to the church on
the duty of parents to educate, discipline, and
restrain their children. There is a sad neglect of
this work among those who profess the truth in
Napa. Ifelt deeply the need of a work of refor-
mation in this church, and invited all to come
forward who desired that day to become for the
first time children of God, and also all who had
departed from him and now wished to return.
About twenty responded. Earnest prayer was
offered in their behalf. Those in Napa who be-
lieve in present truth will receive but little favor
from members of other churches who trample
under their feet the law of God. Only those who
make it an individual work to secure eternal life
will remain steadfast to the faith.

On Sunday 1 spoke in the Methodist Church,
upon the subject of temperance. After the dis-
course the minister expressed his gratification at
what he had heard, and said that some of the
ideas advanced were new to him. He thought
we had found the right starting-point in com-
mencing the work of temperance at home, and
that mothers should be aroused to see and feel
their responsibility. Many expressed a desire
that I would address them again Sunday evening;
but fearing that the effort would overtax my
strength, 1 spoke instead Monday evening, on
the duty of parents. ;

On this occa<ion I dwelt particularly upon the
evils resulting from parental neglect. Notwith-
standing our boasted advancement in education,
the training of children is sadly defective. For
this state of things, must not mothers to some
extent be held responsible? Are they not gener-
ally the willing servants of worldliness and fash-
ion? Are not even those who profess to have
renounced the vanities of the world, influenced to
a great degree by its customs? It is too true
that mothers are not standing at their post of
duty, faithful to their motherhood. God requires
of us nothing that we cannot in his strength per-
form; nothing that is not for our own good and
the good of our children. He does not call
woman to engage in any work that will lead her
to neglect the physical, mental, and moral train-
ing of her own children. She may not shift this
responsibility upon others, and leave them to do
her work.

Before individuals take upon themselves the
great responsibility of parents, they should con-
sider whether they are fitted to properly train and
educate children. Those who fill their houses
with children, whom they have neither patience
to instruct nor wisdom to control, are thereby not
only bringing a burden upon society, but are
committing a sin against their offspring and
against God. The Lord would have parents obey
the dictates of reason, rather than the clamors of
impulse and blind passion. They should learn to
control themselves, and then they are prepared
to control their sons and daughters.

Children require patient, faithful care. It is
not enough for the mother to feed and clothe her
little ones. She must also seek to develop their
mental powers, and to imbue their hearts with
right principles. They should be taught that the
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
Christ should be associated with all the lessons
given to children. But how sadly is the highest
education neglected! Beauty of character, loveli-
ness of temper, are lost sight of in the eager
interest in dress and outward appearance.

The mother should not be governed by the
world’s opinion, nor labor to reach its standard.
She should decide for herself what is the great
end and aim of life, and then bend all her efforts

—

to attain that end. She may, for want of time,
neglect many things about her house, with no
serious evil results; but she cannot with impunity
neglect the proper discipline of her children.
Their defective characters will publish her un-
faithfulness. The evils which she permits to pass
uncorrected, the coarse, rough manners, the dis-
respect and disobedience, the habits of idleness
and inattention, will reflect dishonor upon her,
and embitter her life. Mothers, the destiny of
your children rests to a great extent in your
bands. If you fail in duty, you may place them
in Satan’s ranks, and make them his agents to
ruin other souls. Or your faithful discipline and
godly example may lead them to Christ, and they
in turn will influence others, and thus many souls
may be saved through your instrumentality.

1 have heard mothers say that they have not
the ability to govern which others have; that it
is a peculiar talent which they do not possess.
Those who realize their deficiency in a matter
which concerns the happiness and usefulness of
future generations, should make the subject of
family government their most diligent study.
As an objection to this, many point to the chil-
dren of ministers, teachers, and other men of high
repute for learning and piety, and urge that if
these men, with their superior advantages, fail in
family government, those who are less favorably
sitnated need not hope to succeed. The question
to be settled is, Have these men given to their
children that which is their right—a good ex-
ample, faithful instruction, and proper restraint ?
It is by a neglect of these essentials that such
parents give to society children who are unbal-
anced in mind, impatient of restraint, and igno-
rant of the duties of practical life. In this they
are doing the world an injury which outweighs
all the good that their labors accomplish. Those
children transmit their own perversity of charac-
ter as an inheritance to their offspring, and at
the same time their evil example and influence
corrupt society and make havoc in the church.
We cannot think that any man, however great
his ability and usefuluess, is best serving God or
the world while his time is given to other pursuits,
to the mneglect of his own children. Parents,
when you bave faithfully done your duty, to the
extent of your ability, you may then in faith ask
the Liord to do that for your children which you
cannot do. But if you attempt to govern without
exercising self-control, without system, thought,
and prayer, you will most assuredly reap the
bitter consequence. ‘

The study of books will be of little benefit,
unless the ideas gained can be carried out in prae-
tical life. And yet the most valuable suggestions
of others should not be adopted without thought
and discrimination. They may not begequally
adapted to the circumstances of every mother,
or to the peculiar disposition or temperament of
each child in the family. Let the mother study
with care the experience of others, note the dif-
ference between their methods and her own, and
carcfully test those that appear to be of real value.
If one mode of discipline does not produce the
desired results, let another plan be tried, the ef-
fects being carefully noted. Mothers, above all
others, should accustom themselves to thought
and investigation if they would increase in wis-
dom and efficiency. Those who persevere in this
course, will soon perceive that they are acquiring
the faculty in which they thought themselves
deficient; they are learning to form aright the
characters of their children. The result of the
labor and thought given to this work will be seen
in their obedience, their simplicity, their modesty
and purity. This result will richly repay all the
effort made.

God would have mothers seek constantly to
improve both the mind and the heart. They
should feel that they have a work to do for him
in the education and training of their children,
and the more perfectly they can improve their
own powers, the more efficient will they become
in their work as parents.

Wherever I go, I am pained by the neglect of
proper home discipline and restraint. Little chil-
dren are allowed to answer back, to manifest dis-
respect and impertinence, using language that no
child should ever be permitted to address to its
superiors. Parents who permit the use of unbe-
coming language are more worthy of blame than
their children. Impertinence should not be tol-
erated in a child even once. But fathers and moth-
ers, uncles and aunts and grandparents laugh at
the exhibition of passion in the little creature of
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a year old. Itsimperfect utterance of disrespect,
its childish stubbornness, are thought cunning.
Thus wrong habits are confirmed, and the child
grows up to be an object of dislike to all around
him. .

As children advance in years, and go out from
the parental roof to choose their own associates,
they often become careless of home rules and
family discipline. They come to their father’s
house when they choose, but by their disrespect
they dishonor their parents at home and abroad.
These youth have so long been permitted to say
what they please, and go and come when they
like, that they have little respect for man, or rev-
erence for God. Human rights are disregarded,
and the divine law set aside at pleasure. Parents
who tolerate the sin of disrespect in their chil-
dren are themselves dishonoring God by such a
course. Obligations are mutual. It is the duty
of fathers and mothers to care for their children,
but when the latter refuse to respect parental
authority and to observe the rules of the family,
they should be left to bear their own burdens in
life. Parents cannot enjoy the favor of God while
they permit their children to trample upon his
law. Angels will not abide in the house where
strife exists, where God’s name is blasphemed, and
his authority defied.

Parents, you should early begin to teach your
children respect, obedience, and self-control.
Every exhibition of passion that is not firmly and
decidedly checked is a lesson of evil to your chil-
dren. Your neglect of proper restraint opens
the door to Satan, and invites him to control
them. This he will not be slow to do.

Let mothers be careful not to make unneces-
sary requirements to exhibit their own authority
before others. Give few commands, but see that
these are obeyed. Give children but little notice.
Let them learn to amuse themselves. Do not
put them on exhibition before visitors as prodigies
of wit or wisdom, but leave them as far as possi-
ble to the simplicity of their childhood. One
great reason why so many children are forward,
bold, and impertinent, is they are noticed and
praised too much, and their smart, sharp sayings
repeated in their hearing. Endeavor not to cen-
sure unduly, nor to overwhelm with praise and
flattery. Satan will all too soon sow evil seed in
their young hearts, and you should not aid him
in his work.

“Children must have constant care, but you need
not let them see that you are ever guarding them.
Learnsthe disposition of each as revealed in their
association with one another, and then seek to
correct their faults by encouraging opposite traits.
Children should be taught that the development
of both the mental and the physical powers
rests with themselves; it is the result of effort.
They should early learn that happiness is not
found in selfish gratification; it follows only in
the wake of duty. At the same time the mother
should seek to make her children happy. She
should give them the time and attention which
they really need. Let not visitors be permitted
to engross the precious hours that belong to her
own dear ones. :

Unpsteadiness in family government is product-
ive of great harm; in fact is nearly as bad as no
government at all. The question is often asked,
Why are the children of religious parents so often
headstrong, defiant, and rebellious? The reason
is to be found in the home training. Too often
the parents are not united in their family gov-
ernment. The father, who is with his children
but little, and has little knowledge of their pecul-
iarities of disposition and temperament, is harsh
and severe. He does not control his own temper.
He corrects in passion, and with a revengeful,
vindictive spirit. The child knows this, and the
punishment given fills him with anger. He is
not subdued. He comes to feel neither love nor
respect for his father. Thus are sown seeds of
evil that spring up and bear fruit. The mother
often allows misdemeanors to pass uncorrected
which at another time, when she is more atten-
tive, she will severely punish. The children
never know just what to expect, and are tempted
by Satan to see how far they can transgress with
impunity. The father and mother should be
united in their government. They should study
with care the disposition of their children, and
together seek wisdom and strength from God to
deal with them aright.

Great harm is done by a lack of firmness and
decision. I have known parents to say, You can-
not have this or that, and then relent, thinking

they may be too strict, and give the child the
very thing they at first refused. A life-long injury
is thus inflicted. It is an important law of the
mind—one which should not be overlooked—
that when a desired object is so firmly denied as
to remove all hope, the mind will soon cease to
long for it, and will be occupied in other pursuits.
But as long as there is any hope of gaining the
desired object, an effort will be made to obtain it,
and a denial will arouse the worst passions.

When it is necessary for parents to give a
direct command, the penalty of disobedience
should be as unvarying as are the laws of nature.
Children who are under this firm, decisive rule,
know that when a thing is forbidden or denied,
no teasing or artifice will secure their object.
Hence they soon learn to submit, and are much
happier in so doing. The children of undecided
and over-indulgent parents have a constant hope
that coaxing, erying, or sullenness may gain their
object, or that they may venture to disobey with-
out suffering the penalty. Thus they are kept in
a state of desire, hope, and uncertainty, which
makes them restless, irritable, and insubordinate.
God holds such parents guilty of wrecking the
happiness of their children. This wicked mis-
management is the key to the impenitence and
irreligion of thousands. It has proved the ruin
of many who have professed the Christian name.
The restless, rebellious spirit, unsubdued in youth,
creates disturbance in the church of Christ.
Many of the so-called church trials may be traced
to defective family government. Intemperance
and crime of every degree are often the fruit from
seed sown by the parents.

Let none imagine, however, that harshness or
severity are necessary to secure obedience, or
that a boisterous, commanding tone is proof of
authority. On the contrary, 1 have seen the most
efficient and constant family government main-
tained without one harsh word or look. In other
families, commands were constantly given in an
authoritative tone, and harsh rebukes, and severe
punishments were often administered. In the
first case the children followed the course pur-
sued by the parents, and seldom spoke in harsh
tones to each other. lo the second, the parental
example was imitated by the children; cross
words, fault-finding, disputes, were heard from
morning till night.

Fathers and mothers, you are teachers; your
children are the pupils. The tones of your voice,
yoar deportment, your spirit, are copied by your
children. In the fear of God, seek to know and
to do your duty. Take up your God-given re-
sponsibilities, and work for time and for eternity.

Mgrs. E. G. WHITE.

The FHome Circle.

LEARN A LITTLE EVERY DAY.

LrrrLE rills make wider streamlets,
Streamlets swell the river’s flow;

Rivers join the mountain billows,
Onward, onward as they go!

Life is made of smallest fragments,
Shade and sunshine, work and play;

So may we, with greatest profit,
Learn a little every day.

Tiny seeds make boundless harvests,
Drops of rain compose the showers,

Seconds make the flying minutes,
And the minutes make the hours.

Let us hasten, then, and catch them
As they pass us on the way;

And with honest, true endeavor
Learn a little every day.

Let us read some striking passage,
Cull a verse from every page;

Here a line, and there a sentence,
’(Gainst the lonely time of age.

At our work, or by the wayside,
‘While the sunshine’s making hay;

Thus we may, by help of study,
Learn a little every day.

That Dana Family.

StimpsoN, the postmaster. was expatiating on
the wonderful use that might be made of the
newspaper as an educator. Some one joked him,
saying it was because he was postmaster, and he
wanted to magnify his office and increase the sale
of stamps.

Jericho Jones came to Stimpson's support.
“Stimpson’s right;”’ said he. “It is surprising
what may be got out of a good newspaper, pro-
viding & man knows how to use it. It is like the

magician’s bottle which gives out seven different
kinds of drink, and none of them harmful either.
I know a case in point. There’s that Dana fam-
ily down on the Ohio River. Just now they own
the finest farm in that whole region. The family
are remarkable. There are three sons and two
daughters. I have stopped there often over night
on my commercial agency. I know all about
them. George, the oldest, is now twenty-two.
He is well educated, and can make a good speech,
and has been called on to speak at county fairs,
and sometimes fills a pulpit on Sunday. Bob, the
second one, has developed a fine literary talent,
and has in him the making of a fine writer. Sam,
the youngest, has a turn for natural science; and,
boy though he is, people from all around the coun-
try come to him to get recipes and prescriptions
for all manner of useful appliances and remedies
needed on a farm. As Sam has never been away
from home, they wonder how he got so much
information. The two girls, Mary and Harriet,
are not a whit behind the.boys in their own de-
partments. They are such splendid housekeep-
ers; and then they are so well informed on all
miscellaneous subjects that they are head and
shoulders above all the other girls up and down
that whole region.

“ And bow did it all happen? There were no
good schools in the neighborhood when they came
there, although there are now. The story is
simple enough. I have heard the father tell it.
Years ago he lost a fine farm near Pittsburg by
going security for a false friend. They came
down where they now are, and bought a narrow
strip of cheap land alongside the farm they now
own, on credit. The father managed to keep one
good cow, and then he subscribed for the best
family newspaper that he knew of. The cow
was to farnish milk for his children, and the
newspaper was to furnish some food for their
understanding; as the father said to me with a
laugh, ¢ after having lost my other farm, I started
to bring up my family of five children on a cow
and a newspaper.

“And the father did it well. Here’s the way
he went about it. In the long evenings, first of
all, be started a rousing fire in the big kitchen.
They had their plain supper of milk and mush,
and a few odds and ends. Then they had two
good lamps lit. Whatever else they did without,
the father said they must have a good fire and
good light to make home cheery for the children.
Then the father would get the newspaper and
read. He was a very intelligent man; and he
would stop and explain things and tell ancedotes
as he went along. This gained the attention of
the children. Then he and the mother would
often discuss things that were in the papers, and
often get the children to discuss the merits of dif-
ferent questions in their juvenile way. It was
surprising what interest the children soon took in
the newspaper. After a time, departments of the
newspaper were assigned to each one. All the
political and foreign news were assigned to George.
He was to read them and to give a summary for
the benefit of the rest. Sometimes the father
got him on the floor, and got him to tell off in his
own language the leading ideas of some fine edi-
torial. That's what made George a speaker.
Bob had all the book notices assigned to him.
He told the contents of the books as reported in
the newspaper notice of them. The father added
all the information he had on each subject as it
was brought up. In after years when they got
in better circumstances, the best of these books
were sent for; and now that old farm-house, has
not a large, but one of the choicest libraries in
the county. Besides, Bob soon found the way to
get other books; and now he is preparing to write
book-reviews for himself.

“Sam had the scientific department and all the
items about improved agriculture. One evening,
it came his turn to lecture, which he sometimes
did standing out on the floor, after the style of
his brother George, and with a deal of mock grav-
ity and real interest, informed the assembled
family of the latest discoveries in his department.
He converted a deserted smoke house into a lab-
oratory. He tried his own experiments with the
recipes in the newspaper. Some he proved to be
shams. Others turned out well. Then he classi-
fied them and pasted them in a scrap book. He
was an authority upon varnizhes and white-wash
and lotions and ointments and plasters and ce-
ments and various improvements of all kinds.

“The.two daughters divided up between them-
selves the housekeeping and the fancy articles of
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the newspaper. Both had a taste for decoration;
and the old house from cellar to garret became
ornamented with neat furnishing of their own
handiwork. The household recipes they tried
one after another, as they came out in the papers.
Many of them were rejected after one trial.
Others were found to be of value and found their
way into their scrap-book. 1t was. often said
that no housekeeper in the county could put a
quart of milk and a handful of meal or half a dozen
eggs to as. many good and varied uses as those two
Dana girls. The neighbors who came there to
supper at times were surprised at the elegant way
in which the food was served up, and were al-
ways wondering why that Dana family should
know s0 much more than other people.”

Jericho ended his narrative with a thump of
approbation. - Stimpson resumed. ¢ There it is;
Jericho has proved what I said to be true. What
a pity it is that all our farmers around here do
not try to make. their homes more cheery in
winter evenings. Mr. Dana was right. He
didn’t spare the wood, and he didn’t spare the oil.
He furnished his children with good reading mat-
ter, and so he is making good men and women of
them. There’s a good deal, though,” said Stimp-
son, ‘“in knowing how to select a good newspa-
per, and in knowing how to read it when you
get it. If a man doesn’t care about reading a
paper himself, he ought to take some thought for
bis children. The man who attempts to bring
up a family of children without a good and well-
read religious newspaper, does them a wrong
which no amount of wealth bequeathed to them
can ever atone for. Indeed, for lack of such a
paper, many & legacy has proved a curse.”’—Saw-
Ml Chat, wn National Baptist. .

ProvE 11 BY Moraer.—While driving along the
street one day last winter in my sleigh, a little
boy six or seven years old, asked me the usual
question, “ Please may I ride?”

I answered him, “ Yes, if you are a good boy.”

He climbed into the sleigh; and when I again
asked, “Are you a good boy?” he looked up
pleasantly and said, « Yes, sir.”

“Can you prove it ? "

“ Yes, sir.”

“ By whom?”

‘* Why, my ma,” said he promptly.

I thought to myself, hero is a lesson for boys
and girls. When a child feels and knows that
mother not only loves, but has confidence in him
or her, and can prove their obedience, truthful-
ness, and honesty by mother, they are pretty safe.
That boy will be a joy to his mother while she
lives. She can trust him out of her sight, feeling
that he will not run into evil. I do not think he
will go to the saloon, the theater, or the gamb-
ling-house. Children who have praying mothers,
and mothers who have children they can trust,
are blessed indeed. Boys and girls, can you
‘“ prove by mother ” that you are good? Try to
deserve the confidence of your parents, and every
one else.—Children’s Friend.

Religious Notes.

—The Central Congregational Church in Brooklyn,
N. Y., has fifty Chinamen among its members.

—Rev. Enoch Pond, D. D., President of Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary, died recently, aged ninety years.

—The London Fcho states as a fact that Dean Stan-
ley’s life was sacrificed to the bad drainage at the
deanery.

—1It is reported from Walla Walla, W. T.. that J udge
Wingard has sustained the Sunday law, and that it will
be obeyed.

—Rev. Dr. Bellows, of New York, the famous Unita-
rian preacher and editor, died January 30, aged sixty-
eight years.

—The Greek Church in Russia has about 35,000
churches, beside the cathedrals, and the State contrib-
utes over three millions a year to their support.

—The Catholic Bishop of Hongkong, China, says that
the Catholic mission there took 400,000 Chinese children
last year, and is bringing them up in the Catholic
Church.

-—The Independent thinks it could name orthodox
Christian ministers who eat oysters and smoke cigars on
the “Sabbath,” and who, notwithstanding, retain their
orthodoxy.

—There are fifteen Jewish synagogues in Chicago,
having’ congregations that aggregate about 20,000.
Chicago is said to have the largest Hebrew population
of any city of equal numbers in the world.

—Prof. Robertson Smith’s claims that the Pentateuch

was not written by Moses, are being sharply criticised.

Many papers were lauding his learning, and his fear-
lessness in proclaiming his views; but now that other
scholars, equally learned, have shown the entire fallacy
of his deductions, they are beginning to anchor again to
the old Pentateuch.

—A correspondent of a secular paper, speaking of a
church that is supported by collections, indulges in the
following bit of unconscious sarcasm: “I never go to
church without leaving my ten cents. I believe in pay-
ing my way.” One cannot help wondering what kind
of preaching it is, for which ten cents is considered
adequate compensation. i

—A Circuit Court in Kentucky has declared the State
law against Sunday work unconstitutional and void.as
regards railroads, because it interferes with commerce,
and a State may not interfere with the mails. Where-
upon a religious journal remarks that the friends of the
Sunday should look to Congress for redress. It thinks
they ought to base their claims on the commandment of
God, and not on the “demands of society,” *general
custom,” etc. Herein it differs with some of our Cali-
fornia friends. Would it not be well for the Sunday
law agitators to meet together and decide upon what
ground to press its claims.

News and Notes.

—Guiteau is sentenced to be hung, June 30.
—The mint coinage for December was $10,450,000.

—A fire in a wholesale paint store in Chicago, on the
3d, caused a loss of $250,000.

—It is said that $40,000 worth of spruce chewing
gum is gathered in Maine every year.

—Baldwin, the New Jersey bank defaulter, has been
sentenced to the penitentiary for fifteen years.

—A mother and her two children were burned to
death in their residence, at Walla Walla, W. T., Febru-
ary 2. ;

—The Jefferson school building at ‘Washington, D. C.,
the finest in the city, was burned February 4. Loss,
$135,000.

—Two men stopped the stage near Sonora, Cal., on
the 3d, and took $286 from the express box. There
were no passengers,

—There is a free library in the city of Tokio, which
contains 80,000 volumes, of which 15,000 are in the
European languages.

~—Three flour-mills were burned at Lockport, N. Y.,
on the 1st. Loss $100,000. Several firemen were in-
jured and one killed.

—A little boy at Livermore, Cal., was fatally shot by
his sister, February 5, by the accidental discharge of a
gun that was supposed to be unloaded. .

—A woman in Philadelphia sued a street Railroad
Company for damages for injuries received from stand-
ing in an over-crowded car, and was awarded $12,000.

—The Governor of Michigan has been petitioned to
call an extra session of the Legislature, to provide relief
for the people of the burned district. Sickness is in-
creasing among the destitute.

—It is stated that the amount of gold which will be
exported from this country as a result of the financial
troubles in foreign markets, is variously estimated at
from $5,000,000 to $20,000,000.

—All attempts to bolster up the Union Generale Bank
in Paris, failed, and it has entirely suspended payment.
The cause of the failure is speculation. The President
and several of the directors have been arrested.

—~Severe snow-storms are reported in the East, hin-
dering travel. In some places the snow is three feet
deep on a level. The weight of snow has crushed the
roofs of buildings, causing serious damage in some cases.

—The Supreme Educational Council of Spain has
given its consent to the education of women. This is
a long step in advance, for there is no other country
where the education of all classes is so generally neg-
lected.

—The chief of the fire department of San Francisco
has had a large canvas with handles on all sides placed
upon each wagon of the fire patrol, to be used for the
purpose of catching any one who may jump from a
burning building.

—The ordinance making it a misdemeanor for any
person to keep or maintain, or become an inmate of,
or a visitor to, any place for the practice of gambling,
in SBan Francisco, has been declared constitutional by
the Supreme Court.

—By an explosion in a coalemine in Chesterfield
County, Virginia, February 3, thirty-two men were
imprisoned and suffocated. The bodies have not yet
been recovered. Twenty-seven of the men were mar-
ried and had large families.

—The case of the proprietors of the Oakland Opera
Garden, for keeping open on Sunday, is now before the
Court. The difficulty as was predicted, is in obtaining
a jury. At present writing, two days have been con-
sumed, and only seven jurors have been obtained.

—Some fellow having the instincts of a ghoul, has
proposed to preserve Guiteau’s corpse after his execution,
an(;) exhibit it through the country. Scoville favors it,
as he hopes thereby to be paid for his trouble. Of course
such an exhibition will not be allowed, and the assassin’s
name and careass will perish together.

—On the morning of the 31st ult., a fire broke out in
Printing-house Square, New Yerk, doing immense dam-

age. The office of the New York Observer was de-
stroyed, and the foreman was lost. The 7%mes office
was nearly destroyed, and several other newsgaper of-
fices, advertising agencies, etc., were damaged. Total
loss, about $1,000,000. Several lives were lost.

—The Christian Statesman guotes some paragraphs
concerning the advances made in discovering the origin
of certain diseases, thus making it easier to guard against
them, and blasphemously remarks: “In these facts we see
part of that victory over death, which the Son of man
achieved for mankind, and of which a redeemed and pu-
rified world will one day be in full possession.” That
paper will soon have no use for the Bible. It proposes
to make men Christians ‘by legislation, and give them
admission to Heaven by means of the scalpel and the
microscope.

—A singular case of infatuation has just come to
light in San Francisco. Miss Willis, who has been for
some time engaged to some extent in visiting the pris-
oners in the jails, has married George C. Gottung, who
has been sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary, for
the murder of his wife. The ceremony was performed
in his cell, within an hour after he had received his
sentence. This is a natural result of the petting which
murderers receive {rom silly women, and others idiotic-
ally inclined. Their affection is always expended on
the worst criminals. Such murderous wretches should
be rigidly kept from public gaze, and if they desire
spiritual consolation, let them receive it from the prop-
erly-appointed ministers of the gospel. »

A MINE OF INFORMATION.
History of the Sabbath and First Day of the Week

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS.

THE Bible record of the Sabbath; the secular history con-

cerning it; the successive steps by which the change te
the first day was made; and the work of restoration, are
given in detail.,

EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE
Concerning the Sabbath is commented on at length; and the

COMPLETE TESTIMONY OF THE FATHERS

In regard to the Sabbath and first day is given. The com-
parative merits of the seventh and the first day Sabbaths are
tully shown. A copious index enables the reader to find the
comments on any text, or the statement of any historian.

8% Should be read by everybedy. 528 pp. Price, $1.25.
Address, Pacrric Press, Oakland, Cal.

OUR COUNTRY’S FUTURE FORETOLD.
THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY.

BY ELD. U. SMITH,

THIS is a full exposition of a portion of prophecy which applies to
our own Government, showing the position the United States holds
in prophecy, and the part it has to act in the closing seenes of time.

THE SUNDAY MOVEMENT,

Which is now attracting such general attention, is thoroughly canvassed ;
and abundant testimony is given to prove that in a few years this will

be the ’
ALL-IMPORTANT QUESTION

In this country. Facts and statistics are largely presented, showing in
the most conclusive manner that this government 1s the one pointed out
i2n thetsprophecy quoted. 200 pages. Bound, 40 cents. Paper covers,
0 cents.

Address, SieN8 oF THE Times, Oakland, Cal,

A BOOK FOR THE TIMES,

The Religious Amendment to the Constitution:
OR
THE SABBATH, THE SUNDAY, THE CHANGE
AND THE RESTITUTION.

THE object of the proposed Constitutional Amendments
together with the authority for it, is fully canvassed,

The views of the leaders of the parties both for and against
the Amendment are fairly given in this book.

8% The present agitation of the Sunday Law makes this
book especially interesting and instructive at this time.

Bound in cloth, 380 pp. Price, $1.00.

Address, Pacrric Press, Oakland, Cal.

MUSIC BOOKS.
SONG ANCHOR, S5 o Fveside” s S acpeck, e

ed paper. Price in board covers, 35 cents; $3.60 dozen. Bound in
cloth, 50 cents; $5 per dozen. £ : o
By J. E. WHITE.

TEMPERANCE AND GOSPEL SONGS, Riemmsar ™

competent judges the best book of the kind ever issued. The music
;s new, by our best authors. Price in board covers, 30 cents; $3.50 per
ozen. .

SONG ANCHOR and Pemperance and Gospel Songs, woe

named bound t covers, 60 cents; $6 per dosen.
Cloth, leather back, burnished red edge, S0 cts.; $8 per dozen.

SONGS FOR CLASS AND SCHOOL, 5 %5 teang Framie

school, Day-school, Convention, and Fireside, Nearly every piece %:
written specially for this book by our best authors. A new gystem of
instructlon is introduced, which is invaluable to the new teacher as well

as to the old, as it maps out the work for each lesson, and tells how to

teach it. 160 pages. Price in board covers, 35 cents; $3.60 per dozen. A
liberal disecount to teachers.
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.
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The Signs Subscription List.

Mosrt of our regular subscriptions, and many of the
clubs, commence with the beginning or near the begin-
ning of the year. Hence the time of a large number of
them has just expired or will expire soon. For want of
prompt and systematic work among the churches there
is a want of promptness in renewals. In looking over
the list we find the names of many old friends of the
cause who have suffered their subscriptions to expire,
not intentionally, but for want of attention to the sub-
ject. At this time our subscribers cannot afford to lose
any numbers of the paper. Will they. not look to their
“pasters” and renew promptly # Do you know to what
date you have paid? A very little effort might procure
a large number of renewals, and save us the disagree-
able necessity of dropping from our list the names of
many who would feel aggrieved if we strictly conformed
to publishers’ rules. We shall wait a while to give our
friends a chance to act in the matter. Those engaged
in canvassing have a good opportunity to help us.
There is no time to lose.

We have a well-prepared Supplement which has been
sent to many of the active missionary workers, entitled,
“@ood Words from Missionary Workers,” which will be
sent to any who wish to receive it, and will send us a
a card to that effect.

Meetings in Oakland.

ACCORDING to the suggestion made some time since,
it has been arranged to have preaching in the 8. D,
Adventist house in Oakland, N. E. corner of Clay and
18th Streets, on the second and fourth Sunday evenings
of each month. The appointment will be kept standing
in the S1cxs for ready reference. The members of the
church are expected to attend, and requested to invite
their friends to come with them.

God’s Memorial.

Tue article under this head by our Corresponding
Editor, J. N. A., in this week’s paper, we commend to
the careful consideration of the reader. It presents with
more than ordinary clearness the importance of the
Sabbath, its true object, the claims of the seventh day,
and the impossibility of transferring those claims to
another day. The Scribes and Pharisees could not
believe the plainest evidences of Christ’s messiahship
(John.5 : 44), while “the common people heard him
gladly.” The rulers and elders of these days also have
their own honor to look after, but many of the common
people will be impressed by these important truths.

Give the Credit.

Two copies of a clipping from some California news-
paper, abusing the Seventh-day Adventists and the
81688 oF THE TIMES, have been sent to us; but we can-
not notice it as the name of the paper is not furnished.
Tt is useless to send us newspaper notices and not furnish
the name of the paper.

The Sunday Law.

THE day set for rendering a decision by the Supreme
Court of California on the constitutionality of the Sun-
day Law has already passed, but up to the time of our
making up this paper we hear nothing of it. We are
not alone in looking with interest for this decision ; but
our anxiety in regard to it is not so great as that of
many others, especially of those having cases under it
now pending. Whichever way this decision is rendered
it will settle nothing permanently, There is a beyond
to this question, and upon that eur chief interest cen-
ters. v

An effort was recently made to have warrants issued
against Leland Stanford and Charles Crocker, “railroad
kings” of San Francisco ; but the officials decided that
they were not under this law. Nothing but a “Relig-
jous Amendment of the Constitution” of the United
States will meet such cases, and so is increased the de-
mand for “an image to the beast.” Rev. 13:11-17,
14 :9-12.

WE learn from Brother Israel that some of our minis-
ters in the State are meeting with good success; this
makes us glad. Now if they would only report the prog-
ress, through the S1aNs, there are many others who
would be glad.

Life of William Miller.

THERE is probably no class of people more free from
“man-worship” than the Adventists of America. But
we are exhorted to esteem certain ones highly for their
works' sake. The memory of 1o other man is cherished
by the whole body of Adventists with that high respect
which is paid to the memory of William Miller. No
one can read the record of his experience without being
impressed with the conviction that he was the apostle of
the work of God in the great advent movement, as
Luther was of the Reformation in the 16th century.

There is no * Life of William Miller” which contains
such a faithful biography of the man in his whole life
as that one edited by Eld. James White, and published
by the Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Association.
Mr. Miller was faithful to his work, and, after the dis-
appointment of 1844, while many were abandoning the
old landmarks of prophecy, he held on to his faith, be-
lieving that the movement was in the order of God’s
providence, and that the disappointment, so far from
proving that they had been deluded, would all be made
clear in due time. How the explanation would be made
he did not pretend to say, but he lived and died hoping
that the light would dawn upon the pathway of God’s
waiting people. We live to see the harmony of the
prophetic word in their disappointment. The rise of the
Third Angel’s Message proved that they were not wrong
in proclaiming “the hour of His judgment is come.”
Rev. 14 : 6-12. This revived the hopes of the genuine
Adventists even as the resurrection of Jesus revived the
hopes of his disciples who had been cast down by his
unexpected crucifixion. Every Adventist should read
the book. It is given as a premium with the Review
and Herald, Battle Creek, Mich.; subscription for one
year, with the book, only $2.25.

On What Authority ?

A LEARNED Doctor of Divinity, recently, in a eom-
ment on Mark 2 :27, 28 said: *“It is not wise to base the
entire Sabbath [Sunday] argument upon the fourth com-
mandment of the decalogue.” We think no candid
person can dissent from this. The fourth commandment
does not enjoin the observance of Sunday, gives no
reason why any body should observe it, in fact igfxores
it entirely. It does state, however, that six days, in-
cluding the first, are to be used in labor; and this is why
it is so manifestly unwise to base an argument for Sun-
day observance on the fourth commandment.

Following close upon this statement, an article on the
same text, by Dr. Lyman Abbott, appeared in the
Christian Union. In it he says: “The current notion
that Christ and his apostles authoritatively substituted
the first day of the week for the seventh, is absolutely
without any authority in the New Testament.”

This is not news any more than the other, but it is
refreshing to hear it avowed so plainly. DBetween the
two men the Sunday festival is fairly crowded out;
wounded in the house of its friends. Those who have
looked to the learned men to bolster up the Sunday, will
now have to rely more than ever on the mere dictum of
these men, and let the Bible go by default. Can it not,
then, be truly said of them that they are ‘“subject to
ordinances after the commandments and doctrines of
men,” and have only a “show of wisdom in will wor-
ship?” As for the true Sabbath, it stands firm. The
Creator of heaven and earth calls it his “ holy day,” and
Christ, “by whom the worlds were made,” has also
claimed it as his own. Both Old and New Testaments
speak authoritatively on the subject. Truly, “their
rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judges.” B. Tv' W

To Temperance Workers.

OvuRr hearts have been cheered lately by receiving so
many orders for Teetotal certificates. It shows that
there are some earnest workers in the State, and we
trust their example may provoke others to good works.
Send in the names with twenty-five cents accompan-
ing each one, and we will send you the certificates.
Now is the time, also, to pay in your annual dues.
It is such a small amount (only ten cents apiece) that

it is within the reach of every one, and we shall, there-
fore, expect to receive a great many dimes within the
next month. The amount is small but by no means to
be despised as dimes make dollars and for every dollar
we can get much more than a dollar’s worth of good
temperance reading matter,

If any clubs or individuals are not yet supplied with
copies of No. 16 of the National Liberator, send sixty
cents and we will mail you one hundred. It contains a
most excellent speech by John B. Finch, head of the
Good Templars in Nebraska, one by Gov. 8t. John, and
another by the well-known temperance worker, Frances
E. Willard, and for general distribution we know of
nothing better. x

Address all letters of business or inquiry to the Btate
Secretary, Mrs. Jessie F. Waggoner (Care Pacific Press),
Qakland, Cal. :

Santa Rosa.

ON the evening of Jan. 11, we began meetings in this
place, and up to this date twenty-eight discourses have
been given. There has been an average attendance of
about one hundred, and the outside interest has been

ood.

. On Sunday, January 22, a business meeting was held,
at which time three members were disfellowshiped, and
Dr. H. Cole was elected Elder, and Bro. J. Morrison,
Deacon, both of whom were set apart by ordination.
This was a good day for the church here. The Lord
gave witness of his approval, and the church was unan-
imous in its choice.

The plain, pointed-testimony has had the effect to
cause the members to look at themselves instead of
others, and we are seeing good results. 8r. White came
here last Wednesday, February 1, from Healdsburg.
She has given four discourses, which have added mu
to the interest of the meetings.

Yesterday, Sabbath, three were taken into the church.
As we are now in the height of the interest we have
decided to continue the meetings another week. Several
from the outside seem deeply interested, and are on the
point of deciding in favor of the truth. We feel that
the Lord is doing a good work for this church, which
will add new, and greater responsibility to each and all
the members. I. D. VAN Hornx.

Feb. b, 1882.

Appointments.

Oakland and San Francisco.

0AKLAND.—Church N. E. corner Clay and 13th Streets.
Meeting every Sabbath (Saturday) at 11 A. m. Preaching
every second and fourth Sunday evening of each month.
Prayer-meeting every Tuesday evening. Eld. J. H. Wag-
goner, Pastor. Sabbath-school at 9:30 A. M. W. C. White,
Superintendent. Seats always free.

San Francisco.—Church on Laguna Street, between Me-
Allister and Tyler Streets. Meeting every Sabbath (Satur-
day) at 11 A. M. Prayer-meeting Wednesday evening. M.
C. Israel, Elder. No regular preaching. Sabbath-school at
9:45 A. M. E. A. Stockton, Superintendent. Street-cars of
the Hayes Valley Line, and Central and Lone Mountain Line,
pass close to the meeting-house.

BIBLE SANCTIFICATION:

A CONTRAST OF TRUE AND FALSE THEORIE».
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

HISis a sam hlet of only 84 pages, but its value is not

to be ju ecf) by its size. It is just what its title indi-

cates: a faithful presentation of Bible truth on thisimportant

subject, and an exposure of the false theories prevailing in

regard to it. Every believer in Bible truth should read it.
Buy it, read it, and lend it to your neighbor. Price 10 cts
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

Missionary Society of Seventh-day Adventists.

A twelve-page Religions Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of the
Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Harmony of the
Law and Gospel, with Departments devoted to Temperance, The Home
Jircle, The Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-school

Price Per Year, St RS S TR T
In Clubs of five or more copies to one address, to be used in Mis-
sionary Wonk, ST FRLTR IS SRR o | RN T AT D 1.50
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

—OR—
Review AND HerALD, Battle Creek, | ELb. J. N. LovaiBorovei, Ravens
Michigan. wood, Shirley Road, Southamp-
Miss Eriza TnAveR, Sec. N. E. Tract ton, Engls,m{
Seciety, South Lancaster, Mass. | W. L. Raymond, Gaston, Oregon.

Our Publications in England.

ANy of the books, pamphlets, and tracts issued at this
Office may be obtained of Eld. J. N. Loughborough, Ravens-
wood, Shirley Road, Southampton, England, who will fur-
rmdsh Catalogues, and give prices in English money. He will

| also receive subseriptioms for our periodicals.
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