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¢¢Behold, I come quick]y, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22
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OVERCOMETIT.

To B1M that overcometh,

O word divinely strnno
. *The victor’s palm, the fadeless wreath,

The grand immortal song.

And his the hidden manna,
And his the polished stone,

Within whose whiteness shines the name
Revealed to him alone.

To him that overcometh,—

" Ah, what of bitter strife

Before he win the battle’s gage -
And snatch the crown of life!

What whirl of crossing weapons,
What gleam of flashing eyes,

What stern debate with haughty foes,
Must be before the prize.

~ To him that overcometh,
. Shall trials aye befall,

The World, the Flesh, the Devil,
He needs must face them all.

Sweet sirens of temptation
May lure with silver strain,

“And cope he must with s.ubtle foes,
And blanch {neath fiery pain.

To him that overcometh,

A mighty help is. pledged
* He wields a sword of purest mould,

By use of cycles edged.

And prophets and confessors,
A matchless valiant band,

Have vanquished earth, and stormed the skies,
‘With that tuumphant brand.

To him that overcometh,
v C promise dearest dear ! )

The Lord himself who died for him .
Will evermore be near.

Here, dust upon his garments,
There, robes that royal be,

For ““On my throne,” the king hath said,
¢“Mine own shall sit with me.”

To him that overcometh,
" O word divinely strong!
It wea: es itself through weary hours
Like some rejoicing song.
For his the hidden manna,
And his the name unknown,
Which Christ the Lord that day of days
‘Will tell to him alone. :
—Moargaret B. Sangster, in S. 8. Tinzs.

General -Qrticles,

The -Old Year and the ‘New. .

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

ALREADY has the new year been ushered in;

et before we greet its coming, we pause to ask
. What hag been the history of the year that with?
~its burdén of records has now passed into etermty?
The admonition of the apostle comes down the
lines to cvery one of us, “FExamine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith’ ;prove your own selves.”
God forbid that at this 1mp0rtant hour we should
baso engrossed with other matters as to give no
tifie to serious,; candid, critical sclf-examination!

T ‘Le@ things of minor consequence be put in the

~background, ‘and let us now bring to the front

" the things which concern our eternal interests.

Christian brethten, as Christ’s ambassador I
- entreat you to inquire into the character of your
thou0'hts, tempers, purposes, words, and works
durmg the past year. ‘What has been the nature

of your ¢xperience ? Compare the records of your:

religious life with the Bible standard, and pass
£

judgment upon yourselves. Have the fruits of
righteousness testified that you are in the faith,
or have the fruits that you have borne, witnessed
against you? This is a subject worthy of earnest,
careful thought. Be thorough and impartial in
your examination of the past year's record. Do
you see the defects in your character, and are
you compelled to admit that you have made no
decided advance in overcoming these unholy
traits? Remember that if not overcome, these
will surely separate you from the presence of a
pure, holy, sin-hating God, and close the doors of
the heavenly mansions against you.

How many bave, in the past year, cherished
heart-burnings and bitterness toward their breth-

‘|ren and:sisters in the church? How many have

thought and spoken unkindly of those who, like
themse]ves profess to be followers of Jesus? We
mgy think we had an excuse for this; but is there
any provocation of sufficient weight to excuse us

in harboring unkindness and malice in our

hearts? Said Jesus, “Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you
and persecute you.”” If we do not in our daily life
exem plify these principles, we cannot be accepted
before God. We must earnestly seek his grace
to kill every fiber of the root of bitterness, and
must let the love of Jesus take possession of our
souls and reveal itself in our words and works, or
we are not of Christ but of the wicked one.

The church militant is not the church triumph-
ant, and earth is not Heaven. The church is
composed of erring, imperfect men and women,
who ars but learners in the school of Christ, to bo
trained, disciplined, educated for this life, and for
the future, immortal life. No one of us can in our
own strength represent the character of Christ;
but if Jesus lives in the heart, the spirit dwelling
in him will be revealed in us; all our lack will be
supplied. Who will seek at the beginning of this
new year to obtain a new and genuine experience
in the things of God? Make your wrongs right
as far as possible. Confess your errors and sins
one to another. Tet all bitterncss and wrath and
malice be put away; let patience, long-suffering

kindness, and love become a part of your very

being; then whatsoever things are pure and
lovely and of good report will mature in your
experience. Another year with its spotless record
i8'before us; what shall that record be ?

#As a people we have not realized the work
which should have been done in the last days of
the old year, and much of it is left undone. The
excitement of the Christmas holiday is now in
the past, and what has been the record that has
passed up to God? As we have professed to
celebrate the birth of our Saviour, have our
hearts been filled with gratitude for thé infinite
gift of God’s dear Son? Have our thoughts and
affections been such as God can accept? Has
Jesus been revered and honored? Has he been
ntade prominent in our thoughts and plans? and
have our gifts flowed into his treasury ? Is it not
true that in many instances Christ and his claims
have been forgotten in the feasting and merri-

+ments, and that the honor due to him has been

‘given to man? Have not the thoughts, the labor,
and the means been diverted from the proper
object, and turned into a channel to please, honor,
and exalt the human, rather than the divine?

I have felt most keenly our danger as a people
on these occasions. I bave feared that selfishness
would be strengthened, that idolatry would be
encouraged, and the love of God be crowded from
our hearts; that the record borne to the heavenly
courts would shéw that Christ was made of less
consequence than earthly friends. I have feared
that feasts and social gatherings would prove to
be a snare of Satan to divert the mind from
Christ and his great sacrifice in our behalf; that
the very associations which should lead us to
contemplate the work of redemption would.be

lost sight of in the observance of worldly customs,
and that there would be less thought of Jesus and
the mansions he has gone to prepare for those
who love bim, than upon common occasions.

I see no objection to placing even in our
churches a Christmas or New Year tree bearing
fruit in gifts and offerings for the cause of God.
We may thus take advantage of the occasion to
turn the customary gifts of the season into the
right channel. And such a holiday celebration
is a useful lesson to our children, teaching them
to bestow their gifts in a manner to honor their
Redeemer. But when we devote our means and
labor to feasting ourselves, we fail to render to
God that honor which is his due.

I have resolved from this time to make Christ
first and last and best in everything. I will not
sanction feasts made to celebrate birthday. or
marriage anniversaries, but will bend all my
cnergies to lift up Jesus among the people. I
will seel to inupress upon the minds of my breth-
ren and sisters the great necessity of preparation
of heart, by confession and humiliation, to be
aceepted of God and-acknowledged as his dear
children. My heart has ached as I have seen
men honored, while Jesus was neglected and
a.lmost'forgotten,—libera.l gifts for earthly friends,
but poor and meager offerings for him to whom
we owe our all.

Christ opened before us the bright path of
peace, of joy, of Heaven; and what have we
done for him on these occasions when every word
and act should express our gratitude for his
wondrous love? How stands the record of the
past Christmas? Have we given to Jesus all
that there is of us? Have we denied self that
we might show our affection for our best friend ?
Have we made a record that, we shall not be
ashamed to meet in the day of final accounts?
If all realized as thcy should the shortness of
time, the backslidings of our people, the perils
which beset our pathway, the deceptions of
Satan, and his victories over unguarded souls,
there would be mno feasting, no mirthful gath-
erings to pay honor to the human; but there
,| would be a great humbling of heart before God,
and earnest prayer for pardoning and sanctifying
grace.

Peter, who once denied his Liord, was afterward
forglven by our Saviour, and entrusted with the
work of feeding the flock of God. Yet when
condemned to death, and about to.suffer for
Christ’s sake, the apostle begged that he might
not be crucified in the same position as his Lord
and Master, but that he might be nailed to the
cross with his head downward. He felt that it
was too great an honor for him to be put to
death in the same manner as his Saviour whom
he had denied. Would it not be well if our con-
sclences were more sensitive ? if we could possess
more of the same spirit of contrition and humil-
ity? At a time when we are professedly cele-
brating Christ’s birth, should we not keep self
in the background ? Would it not be more ap-
propriate to abase self and to exalt Jesus?

The perfection of our Saviour’s character
awakens the admiration of angels and of men.
Here is an exhaustless theme for thought. The
brightest and most exalted of-the sons of the
morning heralded his glory at creation, and
announced his birth with songs of gladness.
They veil their faces before him as he sits upon
his throne; they cast their crowns at his feet,
and sing his triumphs as they behold his re-
splendent glory. Our souls are cold and dull
because we do not dwell upon the matchless
charms of our Redeemer. If we occupy our
thoughts in contemplating bis love and mercy,
we ‘shall reflect the same in our life and char-
acter; for by beholding, we become changed.
Oh, the mysteries -of redemption! Only by
exaltmg Jesus and abasing self can we celebrate
aright the birth of the Son of God.
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As we stand on the threshold of a new year,
there is need of an impartial examination of our
hearts to dispel the pleasing illusions of self-love.
Our condition is helpless .and hopeless unless
infinite mercy is granted us daily, and pardon is
written against our names in the heavenly records.
Those only who see and feel their spiritual neces-
gities will go to Jesus for that help which they
so much need, and which he only can give. He
alone can cleanse us from all sin. He alone can
place upon us the robe of righteousness.

What fruit have we borne during the year that
is now past? What has been our influence upon
others? Whom have we gathered to the fold
of Christ? The eyes of the world are upon us.
Are we living epistles of Christ, known and read
of all men? Do we follow the example of Jesus
in self-denial, in meekness, in humility, in for-
bearance, in eross-bearing, in- devotion? Will
the world be compelled to acknowledge us to be
the servants of Christ? What is our past record?
What will be our future record? If we cannot
without pain trace the workings of our own
hearts and review the record of our lives, how
can we stand before the Judge of all the earth,
who is infinitely pure and holy, and who will
determine our cases by the unerring standard of
his perfect law ?

Shall we not in this new year seek to correct
the errors of the past? It behooves us individ-
ually to cultivate the grace of Christ, to be meek
and fowly of heart, to be firm, unwavering, stead-
fast in the truth; for thus only can we advance
in boliness, and be made fit for the inheritance
of the saints in light. Let us begin the year
with an entire renunciation of self; let us pray
for clear discernment, that we may understand
our Saviour's claims upon us, and that we may
always and everywhere be witnesses for Christ.

Our time. and talents belong to God, to be used
for his honor and glory. Itshould be our earnest,
anxious effort to let the light shine through our

. life and character to illumine the pathway Heav-

enward, that souls may be attracted from the
broad road to the narrow way of holiness. Oh,
that the followers of Christ had less desire to
devote labor, time, and money, to feasts and cele-
brations in honor of earthly friends, and a greater
desire to honor Jesus! I entreat you to bring
to him your gifts and offerings, and withhold not
yourselves. Strong men are needed in the church,
successful workers in the Lord’s vineyard, men
and women who will labor that the church may
be transformed to the image of Christ, rather
than conformed to the customs and practices of
the world. We have everything to gain or to
lose. Let us see that we are on the side of
Christ—the gaining side; ‘that we are making
sure work for Heaven.

“Take unto you the whole armor of God, that
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand ” '

““Strong in the strength which God supplies
* Through his eternal Son.”

Work for Children.

IN a recent address to the London Sabbath-
school teachers, Mr. Spurgeon said, in extolling
the dignity of work for children:—

“He who made the heaven and earth—infinite,
eternal, almighty—he cares for the lambs. There
is a long distance—imagination cannot bridge it
—between the Infinite ard the infant; and yet
there is no distance, for love hath bridged it.
He comes in contact with the lambs. He carries
the lambs. What noble work is yours and mine,
since Christ does the same. Heisthe great carer
for the little ones, and we follow in his wake.
If any shall despise the teacher of the young, be
shall despise the Lord himself, for he is at our
head. Liet none of us go to our classes
as though we were insignificant, and were doing
a second-rate and minor service in the house of
God. We are doing what it is his delight to do.
He whom the angels worship, cherubim and
seraphim adore, head of all the hosts of Heaven,
and of all the elect—he cares for the lambs. See
that, in following him, we do it well.”

To READ, to think, to love, to hope, and to pray
—-these are the things that make men happy.
They have power to do these things; they never
wiil have power to do more. The world’s pros:
perity or adversity depends upon our knowing
and teaching these few things, but upon iron or
glass, steam or electricity, in nowise.— Ruskin.

( . Short Sermon on Doctrine.

BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

. Texr.—“Take h\eed unto thyself, and unto thé doctrine;
continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee.” 1 Tim. 4:16,

It appears from the text that doctrine is- of
gsome importance. That doctrine, a continuance
in which will save the preacher and the hearers,
must be of great value. I remember of hearing
it said, when I was young, that no one ought to
preach doctrines or tenets in time of reformation
or revival; that such a course was sure to kill
the revival. I thought at the time that a doc-
trine that would have that effect should never be
preached. It is true that when men quarrel
about their doctrines, the effect is always perni-
cious; but the doctrines of the religion of the
Bible are always saving and never destructive.
They promote all true and valuable revival.
Doctrine is simply teaching. And what is it that
distinguishes the religion of truth from all false
religions but the truth which it teaches? Truth
is saving; and there can be no harm from its
doctrines. The religious feeling or instinct is
the same in pagans, Mohammedans and Chris-
tians. The superiority of the Christian religion
arises from the truth of its doctrines. The truth
may be held in unrighteousness; but still the
truth is valuable. There can be no Christianity
without its doctrines. It is objected that “doc-
trine is only the skin of truth set up and stuffed.”
The doctrines of the day might be called the
stuffed skin of error, or the sloughed skin of the
old serpent. But the “doctrine that is accord-
ing to godliness” is important, we might say all-
important. The apostle John has left us this
testimony: ¢ Whosoever transgresseth, and abid-
eth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
bath both the Father and the Son. If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him
God speed.” 2John 9,10. Surely, the doctrine
of Christ is of the greatest importance. Hence
Paul says to Timothy: “As I besought thee to
abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Mace-
donia, that thou mightest charge some that they
teach no other doctrine.”. The doctrine must be
specially guarded. Then he speaks of all sorts
of sins as things that are ¢contrary to sound
doctrine.” Purity of doctrine leads to purity of
life. The doctrines of God are practical; and as
boliness is essential to salvation, so are the doc-
trines that teach it. 1Tim. 1: 3,10.

Again, the apostle exborts, «“ Give attendance
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” Chap.
4:13. And again, “Let the elders that rule well
be accounted worthy of double honor, especially
they who labor in the word and doctrine.” Chap.
5:17. But while “sound doctrine” is of impor-
tance, the apostle teaches that there will be, es-
pecially in the last days, some that “will not
endure sound doctrines,” and that “fables” and
“doctrines of devils” will be taught instead,
and this constitutes the reason for strictly charg-
ing the ministér of Jesus Christ to guard with
care the doctrine—to charge some that they
teach no other; but that he should “be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-suffering and doctrine.” 2 Tim. 4:

Now since sound doctrine is of such inestima-
ble value, since it is to be guarded as a priceless
treasure with jealous care, since by continuance
in it both preachers and hearers will be saved,
according 1o our text, it is of the first importance
that we know how to find the true, and escape
the ruinous consequence of embracing the false.
Where shall we find the true? .

The answer is, In those  Holy Scriptures”
which were ““given by inspiration of God,” and
are ‘“profitable for doctrine,” &c., so “that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” 2Tim. 3:15-17. But the
question may be asked, How shall the Scriptures
be interpreted ?-—whose interpretation shall we
take? :

Let them interpret themselves. Take them in
their most obvious meaning. We do not say
that the literal meaning is always the true one;
for there are figures used in the Bible, as well as
in every other book. It should be interpreted
just as we would interpret the language of any
other book. Admit the right of one to give the
' Scriptures a mystical interpretation, and every

other one must have the same right; and as the con-
sequence we should have as many contradictory
doctrines, all laid to the charge of God’s holy
book, as there are at the present day. This is
the origin of the fables suited. to the itching ears
of these last days. The opposite and antidote of
these fables is the preaching of the word of God.
The apostle charges Timothy in the most solemn
manner, ‘“Preach the word;"” and adds as a rea.
son, “For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lugts
shall heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; aiid they shall turn away their ears-from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” The
“gound doctrine” is the word of God in its obvi-
ous sense, the “fables” to which those turn who
will not endure it, are the thousand and one mys-
tical and fanciful interpretations by which it i
set aside.

Again we ask, What is sound doctrine? We
answer, “The worps of our Lord Jesus Christ;”’»
and not some mystical interpretation of them,
foreign from the signification of the words them-
selves. “If any man teach otherwise, and consent ™
not to the wholesome words, even the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which
is according to godliness; he is proud, knowing
nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of
words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil
surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt
minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that
gain is godliness; from such withdraw thyself.”
1 Tim. 6:3-5.

This may be illustrated by the doctrine of the
second coming of Christ. Said Jesus, “1 go away,
and come again unto you.” “I go unto the
Rather.” «1I go to prepare a place for you.” «I
will come again and receive you unto myself.”
How did he go away? ¢ While they beheld, he
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight.” How shall he come again? The
testimony of the angels is, “This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” Said Jesus himself, “Aund they shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.” These are whole-
some words, sound doctrine. Jesus is really com-
ing to eartb again. As a cloud received him out
of sight, so will he be seen coming in the clouds
of beaven. Those who make his coming again to
be a mystical, or spiritual coming ‘consent not
to wholesome words, even the words of our Lerd
Jesus Christ.”

Again, ag his coming is to be real, so the signs
in the heavens of his coming have been literally
fulfilled. The sun and moon have been darkened
'and the stars have fallen, according to his word;
and when all these things should transpire, he
has assured us in the most positive terms of which
language is capable that his coming would be even
at the doors; so near that this generation should
not pass away before his coming; but that some
who should witness the fulfillment of the signs,
should live to witness the fulfillment of his prom-
ise that he would come again. Those who explain
these words to mean something that they do not
say, do not consent to wholesome words. They
are doting, or sick, “about questions and strifes
of words.” ¢ From such,” says the apostle, ¢ with-
draw thyself.” A

From what has been said, it is evident that
doctrine is fundamental. To attempt to build up
the Christian church, ignoring, or.making non-
essential or of little importance the revealed doc-
trines of Christianity, is like building a house in
the air with no foundation upon the earth. These
doctrines distinguish the religion of truth from all
false systems; and should not only be preached,
but guarded with jealous care. Preach the word.
Take heed to the doctrine. The salvation of souls ~
is depending upon it.. But “profane and old wives’
fables,” “vain babbling,” and “foolish and un-

learned [untaught] questions avoid, knowing that §

they do gender strifes.” All that is taught in the
Scriptures is essential and of vast importangg;
but ddectrines not therein elearly revealed are
worse than non-essential—they are pernicious.
Truth is saving; but it will not save those who
are not truly converted to it. One may profess-
edly hold. and may talk the true doctrines of the
Bible; and yet be as “sounding brass or a tink-
ling cymbal.” If the truth does not have the
sanctifying effect to produce the fruit of good
works, it will only prove the condemnation and
destruction of those who professedly hold it.
And the works which result from sound doctrine

. o s & A
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mus}t be done from the heart, or from pure love
to God and man. Thus the pure doctrines of the
Bible purify the heart, sanctify the affections,
and elevate the receiver to the exalted plane of
true godliness. The fruit will be unto holiness,
and the end everlasting life.

“0 To Be Nothing!”

AN EASY SONG BUT A HARD LESSON.

Tr is eagiest to say and to sing it, than to feel
and fo be it. A lady, gorgeously arrayed in the
latest fashion, may play it on an instrument with

vjewelled fingers, and at the same time be as proud
as Lucifer of her person and performance. It is
not the easiest thing in the world to be emptied

» of self, and to lie humbly at the feet of the Mas-

‘ otherwise than humble ?

ter, to be unused or used only as he may see best,
giving all the glory of whatever we may do to
" him, willing to be nothing, that he may be all in
all. It is human nature to crave and to claim at
least a share in the glory. It would even divide
the honor with the great Supreme, and sit on the
same throne with the Lord of all. It is indeed
the hardest thing in the world to be willing to
take one’s own proper place before God and man,
and to be unthought of if the Lord will. Human
nature is self-exalting. It desires and seeks pre-
eminence. It courts position above others. Tt
likes glorification. It would have the credit of all
that it does or is instrumental in doing. We see
the manifestation of this spirit even in the chosen
twelve. They desired the honors in that tempo-
ral kingdom, that in their ignorance they sup-
posed Christ was about to set up in the world.
They disputed among themselves which of them
should be the greatest. «O to be something” is
the aspiration of our proud hearts. '
And the same unhallowed spirit has prevailed
amongst the disciples of Christ ever since. It is
still manifest in the Church. The deacons, the
elders, and the ministers are not all superior to it.
It is a great attainment, the height of attainment
to be humble. But few comparatively reach it.
Bat few are disposed to say with the greatest of
the apostles, that they are “less than the least of
all saints.” It is only the first-class of saints, as
the saintly Edwards, that attaio to this. Thus he
writes on a certain occasion: “I have greatly
longed of late for a broken heart, and to lie low
before God; and, when I ask for humility, I can-
not bear the thought of being more humble than
other Christians. It seems to me, that though
their degrees of humility may be suitable for them,
yet it would be a vile self-exaltation in me, not to
be the lowest in humility of all mankind. Others
speak of their longing to be ‘ humbled to the dust,’
that may be a proper expression for them, but I
always think of myself that I ought, and it is an
expression that has long been natural for me to
use in prayer, ‘to lie infinitely low before God.””

The true way to honor is humility. And there
is no other way. ¢ He that humbleth himself shall
be exalted; but he that exalteth himself shall be
abased.”” -Spurgeon has truly said: “The way to
be very great is to be very little.” And this
greatest of the world’s preachers seems to be an
example in point. Amongst his recent utterances
may be found the following: “I told my people
the other morning, when preaching from the text,
‘ My grace is sufficient for thee,’ that for the first
time in my life I experienced what Abraham felt
when he fell on his face and laughed. 1 was rid-
ing home, very .weak with a long week’s work,
when there came to my mind this text: ‘My
grace is sufficient for thee;’ but it came with the
emphasis laid upon two words; ¢ My grace is saf-
ficient for thee.’ My soul said, ‘Doubtless it is.
Surely the grace of the infinite God is more than
sufficient for such a mere insect as I am,” and I
laughed, and laughed again, to think how far the

“supply exceeded all my needs. It seemed to me
as though I were a little fish in the sea, and in
my thirst [ said, ¢Alas! I shall drink up the
ocean.” Then the Father of the waters lifted up
his head sublime, and smiling, replied: ¢ Little
fish, the boundless river is sufficient for thee.””

Alas! Why should a mortal man ever be

Why should a poor sin-
ner ever exalt himself, either before God or man ?
What garment more becomes us than the gar-
ment of humility ? The Lord gives us each and
all grace to put it on, and to keep it on at all

times, and on all occasions.—Rev. H. Seymour.

ADVENT HEHYMN.

O Kina of kings, thou Lord of all,

‘Whose rizhteous rule in Heaven is known,
When wilt thou list thy people’s call,

And here on earth erect thy throne?

Our hearts believe thy promise, Lord;
. We gaze expectant toward the sky;
We read with joy th’ unfailing Word,
Trustin ; the lon_ ed-for day is nigh.

The church on earth waits thy return;
'Their sad dissensions then shall cease,

And all who name thy name shall learn
To live and serve in love and peace.

The natious st 11 refuse thy sway,
And faithless kings in council meet,
Thy eoming haste; thy might display,
And bring them subject to thy feet. ~

The greaning earth repeats her ighs,
Waiting release from sin’s embrace;

And upward toward the silent skies

" She turns an eager suppliant’s face.

We plead thy sure propheti : word,
Lifting our heart, in prayer to thee; .
Let now the herald cry b heard;
Let us thy advent glory see.

In glorious majesty descend,
Thy rightfual power on earth possess,
The reign of sin and sorrow end,
Begin the reign of righteousness.

O, quickly come. Let earth behold
Her Sov’reign Lord with glory crowned:
. O, bring the day so long foretold;
Let us thy advent praises sound.

—Joln G. Ames, in Christian Union.

Be Ye Also Ready.

BY MRS. L. D. A. STUTTLE.

Rorring over the dim centuries of the past,
like peals of loudest thunder, we hear those
solemn, ‘those earnest words of warning and
entreaty, “Be ye also ready.” Ready for what?
The coming of the Blessed Cne. Yes, he is com-
ing—coming to judgment. Then shall my name
be read before the assembled hosts of Heaven;
and I must stand for myself. Woe is me if I be
not ready; if the stain of sin be found upon me
in that trying hour; if I be not prepared when
the Judge of all the earth is about to render a
decision in my case.

Thanks be to God, it is my privilege to be
ready—yea, even to be waiting and watching.
If we are not ready, it will be on account of our
own neglect. Christ speéaks to us daily, by the
wars and commotion of the nations; by fearful
signs and great sights from heaven; by floods,
famine, and perplexity; by increasing disaster on
land and sea; by the signs of the times—he
speaks to us, “Be ye also ready.” We hear his
voice mid the din and bustle of a careless, busy
world; mid the scoffing of the unbeliever, and
the curses of the blasphemer; mid the insincere
prayers of the bigoted Pharisee, and the in-
creasing worldliness of his professed church—
we hear him speaking, yea, pleading and en-
treating; knocking at the door of our doubting
hearts, and whispering, « Be ye also ready.”

Life is uncertain; wealth and prosperity are
uncertain; earthly pleasure and joy are uncertain;
fanie and popularity are but the fleeting baubles
of an hour. The Judgment is certain; Christ’s
coming is certain; the punishment of the wicked
is certain, and the reward of the righteous sure.

Oh! my soul, make ready for the future. Make
not half-way work. Be thorough. . Be earnest.
Be ready. ¢ TFor in such an hour as ye think not,
the Son of man cometh.” ~

And oh! when he cometh to Judgment,
‘Who then may the day abide,

When our names shall bz called by the Master,
And our trembling souls be tried ?

Vernon, Mich., Dec. 20, 1882.

.

HErE is a hint to hcusekeepers, which is very

important. . Merely covering up 4 bed with blank-

ets and counterpanes will no more protect it from
dampness or keep it dry than a pane of glass will
keep out light. The atmospheric moisture will
penetrate all woven fabrics. Hence the import-
ance of keeping the beds in spare rooms regularly
aired. Many a dear friend or welcomed visitor has
been sent to an untimely grave, or afflicted for life
with disease by being put into a bed which had
been permitted to stand unoccupied. Keep the
spare beds, when not in use, free from all cover-
ing but a light spread. '

Future of Russia.

Tris Turko-Egyptian embroilment is backed
up by a history which must be understood in or-
der to comprehend the significance of events and
acts. Russia has not yet for one day taken her
eye from St. Sophia and the Bosphorus. She

means one day to have Constantinople for her.

winter capital. Nature has decreed it. The

edict is published in the physical geography of

EBurope and Asia. Courts and capitals and diplo-
mats may postpone the realization of that splen-
did dream for one decade or five. The Cossack
stretches his imperial arm from the Baltic Sea
across Asia to China, and from the Arctic Ocean
down to Afghanistan, and almost to the shores of
the Persian Gulf. Three hundred years ago he
was as much of a barbarian in Rurope as the
Apache or Seminole is in America to-day. A half-
dozen years ago the rattle of his artillery made
half of Europe tremble with apprehension, and
the Great Powers caught their breath lest he
should break their balance of power forever by
throwing his sword into the scale. Ie belongs
to a virile and conquering race. The centuries
are his allies. Francis Joseph is an old man, sit-

ting on a throne made of mosaic, whose bits he -

holds together by his weight. Frederick William
is tottering on the verge of the grave, and Bis-
marck is an invalid at the head of a Germany
that endures them both with a sullen” determina-
tion to be free. Great Britain has read the hand-
writing on her palace wall. If Russian states-
manship shall prove equal to the' opportunity, he
would be bold indeed who should challenge the
prediction that the next Emperor of Russia will

| celebrate his coronation under the dome of St.

Sophia.—. ¥. Star.

“Man Has but Cne Chance.”

“ (FENTLEMEN, this universe, up to the edge of
the tomb, is not a joke. There are in this life
serious differences between the right hand and
the left. Nevertheless, in our present career, a
man has but one chance. Even if you come
weighted into the world, as Sinbad was with
the Old Man of the Sea, you have but one chance..
Time does not fly in a circle, but forth, and right
on. The wandering, squandering, desiccated
moral leper is gifted with no second set of early
years. There is no fountain in Florida that gives
perpetual youth; and the universe might be
searched, probably in vain, for such a spring.
Waste your youth; in it you have but one chance.
Waste your middle life; in it you shall have but
one chance. Waste your old age; in it you shall
have but’one'chance. It is an .rreversible natu-
ral law that character attains final permanence,
and in the nature of things final permanence can
come but once. This world is fearfully and won-
derfully made, and so are we, and we shall escape
neither ourselves nor these stupendous laws.
It is not to me a pleasant thing to exhibit these
truths from the side of terror; but, on the other
side, these are the truths of bliss; for, by this
very law through which all character tends to be-
come unchanging, a soul that attains a final per-
manence of good character runs but one risk
and is delivered once for all from its torture and
unrest. It haspassed the bourn,{rom behind which
no man is caught out of the fold. He who is the
force behind all natural law is the keeper of his
sheep, and no one is able to pluck them out of
hishand. Himself, without variableness or shadow
of turning, he maintains the irreversibleness of
all natural forces, one of which is the insufferably
majestic law by which charactér tends to assume
final permanence, good as well as bad.”—Joseph
Cook.

For over forty years Buffalo, now a city of one
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, has been
without a Congregational Church. Somewhere
in the thirties—two or three—there was one in
existence there, quite flourishing. The celebrated
evangelist Burchard came along and held one
of his exciting protracted revival meetings, and
large numbers rushed into the church. But no
great time elapsed-before exclusions commenced
and, in the end, after two or three years, the reac-
tion was so great that the church as a Congrega-
tional organization went out of existence, and the
Lafayette Street Presbyterian Church rose upon
its ruins.— Standard.

WHEN a man has not one good reason for doing
a thing, he hag an excellent reason for not doing it.
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vor. 9, No. 1.

The Sovereign Pontiff, and the Church
' of Rome. o

They Vindicate the Truth by Fulfilling the Prophecies.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY PROF. GAUSSEN, AT THE
RE-OPENING OF THE S8CHOOL OF THEOLOGY
AT GENEVA, OCTOBER 3, 1843.

(Concluded.)

Eleventh mark. Its BLaspEEMIES. Daniel says
(verse 25): He shall utter blasphemies against the
Most High. But where is there anything more
blasphemous than the pretensions of the Roman
pontiff? To call himself ¢the Holy Father!”
(the name which Jesus gives to his father) “the

“most Holy Father!” «the Church’s spouse!”” “the
head of the Universal Church!” (the incommu-
nicable name of the only Son of God!) To call
himself «“ His Holiness!” ¢ the vicar of Jesus Christ,
God’s vicegerent, God on earth!” To declare him-
self infallible, to dare to put his decrees above
even the word of his God; to pretend to release
men from the commands of their Creator! To
maintain that he alone creates priests, who alone
in their turn create their God in a bit of bread, by
three Liatin words, that he may be eaten by the
people! to pardon sins committed against the Liord
of lords! to open to men at bis pleasure the gates
of heaven!
the part of a worm of the dust?
under heaven any power which, in this respect,
is comparable to the pope? Do you find “any-
where its like in the history of the folly and pride
of man? And to assume these prerogatives,
~when it is known (and all the world agree) that
the priests capable of this audacity were, for the
most part, for many generations, the scandal of
the universe, by their luxury, their dissolute-
ness and their cruelties! ‘

Tweifth mark. His homicidal mHATRED and his
persecution of TRUE CHRrIstians. Daniel tells us
(verse 21): 7 considered that this little horn made
war against the saints and overcame them: and he
“adds (verse 25): He shall destroy the saints of the
Most High! Alas! here the voice of history re-
sponds loudly to that of prophecy. Allitspages,
even to the last century, when it speaks of the
popes, shows you them persecuting men who
would live according to the word of God, and
putting them to death like sheep for the slaughter.
Who may tell what passed for six hundred years
in all the dungeons and autodafes of the «Holy
Inquisition” that horrid tribunal, all whose acts
for these six hundred years were directed and
regulated "by the bulls of the Court of Rome?
Other earthly governments have caused men to
die by thousands (for the natural man has feet
swift to shed blood); but.the pontiff of Rome has
put to death the saints. His decrees cursed and
condemned to the flames every man caught
reading his Bible in the vulgar tongue. And re-
mark here that it would serve nothing to weaken
the testimony of history in this designation of
the Roman pontiffs to allege the cruelties com-
mitted elsewhere for the cause of religion. These
cruelties are disavowed, they are condemned, they
are detested now,in all other communions; but
it cannot be so in that of the pope; for they are
not only narrated in history, they are part of the
doctrines of popery! The duty of putting her-
etics to death is among the infallible and irrevo-
cable decrees of its general councils, like those of
the Mass and Purgatory; and when Luther dared
to say that “it was against the will of the Holy
Spirit, to burn with fire men convicted of error,”
the court of Rome, in its bull Exsurge, placed his
opinion among the number of the forty-one propo-
sitions for which it condemned Luther, and or-
dered, under severe penalties, that he should be
seized and sent to the pope.

Thirteenth mark. His audacious HEerEsIEs.
This perhaps is the most striking mark of all,
and in which the Roman pontiff has never had
his equal. Daniel says of .the little horn: a king
diverse from the other ten, shall think to change times
and laws. This denotes the unparalleled. attempt
which the pope has made upon the laws of his
God; pretended to change the law in its sovereignty,
-in its sanction, in the extent of its promulgation,
in its contents, in its morals, and in its doctrine.
I say in its sovereignty; he alone on earth, pro-
claiming himself infallible, has dared to put his
decrees and his traditions on a level and above the
‘Scriptures. I say in its sanction; he alone on
earth, has pretended to pardon the sins which the

Are these blasphemies enough, on
Was there ever

law condemns and to dispense from the duties
which the law commands. I say in the extent of
its promulgation; he alone on earth, for six hun-
dred and fourteen years, (I mean to say, since the
council of Trent in 1229), has forbidden the people
of God to read the holy books. Never was any-
thing like it seen in Christendom. The churches
of the East, corrupt as they are, have enthroned
the Scriptures in all their councils; the pope is the
only priest who has dared publicly to withhold
from man the law of his Judge and his God. I
say in its contents; he alone on earth has added
to the.oracles of the Old Testament, (for example,
the Maccabees, regarded as human compositions
in the time of Jesus Christ). I say in its morals;
read what the Jesuits propagate; read the direc-
tions given, this very year, to the confessors at
Friburg, Grenoble, Strasburg, and in all popish
countries; read the three hundred and twenty-
six authors of the society of Jesuits, which were
condemned in the last century .by the tribunals of
all Europe as.encouraging every sort of crime,
and which the parliament of Paris caused to be
burnt in 1762 by the public executioner. All
these abominations are allowed, recommended,
sanctioned by the Roman pontiff; by his formal
restoratinn of the order of Jesuits in 1814; by
Pius VII's beatification of the Jesuit Liguori, the
great advocate of the immoralities of probabilism,
and by his more recent pompous canonization un-
der the reigning pope, who thus canonized the
detestable maxims exposed in vain by Pascal, two
hundred years ago, and burnt in vain by the ex-
ecutioner of Paris, eighty years ago (on “ mental
reservation,” on ‘“probabilism” and on “philoso-
phical sins ™). I say, lastly, in its doctrine; since
he avows, by his plenary authority, heresies most
opposite to the word of God, respecting image
worship, exaltation of the priests, compulsory cel-
ibacy, auricular confession, an ecclesiastical priest-
hood, and a sacrifice in the mass; respecting pray-
ers to the dead, the use of an unknown tongue in
worship, the adoration of Mary, relics, purgatory,
the universal dominion of the pope; but.especi-
ally (mark this well) by his professing precisely
the four doctrines: which Paul points out as the
mark of the Man of Sin; 1. lying wonders; 2.
the worship of demi-gods, or deified dead men,
which were worshiped by the Romans and Greeks
under the name of demons; 3. the doctrine of ec-
clesiastical celibacy; 4. the prohibition of meats.
Read the words of Paul (1 Tim. 4:1, 3): “The
spirit speaketh expressly (he refers to Daniel)
that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, havirg their
conscience scared with a hot irom, forbidding to
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats
which God hath created to be received with
thanksgiving of them which believe and know
the truth.”

Fourteenth and lust mark. The exact duration
of his persecutions against the people of God.
Daniel and John declare several times that it shall
be “wuntil o time, times and o dividing of time,” or
twelve hundred and sixty prophetic days, which
are taken, with strong reason, for so many years.

Who would have believed beforehand that af

priest-king so violent, so proud, so cruel, so blas-
phemous, 8o contrary to the Scriptures and so well
described by them, so outrageous against nations
and kings, would last twelve years? and the Holy
Spirit tells us that it shall twelve hundred and
sixty! and this is seen to-be so! I will not at-
tempt gentlemen, to tell you any of the calcula-
tions which have been made upon the béginning
and end of this period; but I will ask you to ad-
mire this fourteenth prophetic mark of the Roman
pontiff, as all the rest ought to be admired.
Lastly, gentlemen, the same prophecies have
also foretold its judgment and its overthrow. 1 do
not mean to go into this subject; but Ilike to call
it to your minds in conclusion, for your encour-
agement. Read the words of Daniel: “The judg-
ment shall sit, and they shall take away his. do-
minion, to consume and destroy it unto the end.

And the kingdom and dominion and the greatness |

of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High,
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
all dominions shall serve and obey him.”
.Gentlemen, this sketch of the single seventh
chapter of Daniel will suffice, I trust, to let you see
with what abundant evidence the Scriptures es-
tablish the doctrine which I desire to bring before
you. - Still brighter light beams from thegproph-
ecies of Paul and John on the same subject. I

will return to them another day. But what is the
conclusion from the whole?

1. That our fathers were right, when they in-
serted this doctrine in the confession of faith.

.2. That you ought, in your turn, to study it
carefully, in order to be able to preach it.

3. That it is not only a weapon of controversy,
but that it contains for the pious mind great con-
solation. The pope here preaches Christ to us;
since at the end of the reign of the Man of Sin,
the Scriptures always point us to that of our Re-
deemer, his glorious coming, our gathering to-
gether unto him (2 Thess. 2:1), the blessed mil-
lennium and the reign of the saints. .

4. That nothing is so mighty as this doctrine
for directly combating Rome. Just as we lose
time, if in preaching Jesus, we content ourselves?
with deseribing his virtues instead of saying: He
is the Christ! So we lose much time, if in refut-

N

ing the pope, we content ourselves with showing *

his heresies and his crimes, instead of saying, He
is the Man of Sin!

5. That the preaching of this truth becomes
very useful for establishing of Christians in the
faith. Ordinarily,in the popish controversy, you
do nothing but demelish; you overthrow, it is true,
the mass, purgatory, indulgences; this is well, but
this ig all. Here, we preach the divinity of the
Bible; for, in pointing to the pope, we point to a
miracle, which calls upon us to believe the Bible!
Considered in this view, the obduracy of the Ro-
manists, like the obduracy of the Jews, wonder-
fully instructs the church, because it has been
foretold; and thus it is that this doctrine trans-
forms for us the scandals of Rome into an eloquent
argument. The sovereign pontiff and the Ro-
mish hierarchy become, in their way admirable
supports of the truth.

6. That this is doctrine suited to awaken sav-
ingly men’s consciences. How many men in our
day, while witnessing the abominations of Rome
seek to compound with this impure system, and
remain quietly in Babylon, keeping free from its
heresies, and spiritualizing its idolatrous rites.
This doctrine calls to them: ‘ Break, break, all
covenant with iniquity.” ¢ Come out of Babylon,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Rev.
17: 4.

7. That by meditating upon the truth you will
strengthen yourselves for your task; you will
prepare yourselves for the perilous times which
are at hand; you will hear the prophetic trumpet
which sounds to encourage the sacred host of God;
you will arm yourselves against persecution, and
if necessary, for martyrdom! No ordinary strug-
gle is this of the evangelical Christian against
the power to which the Scriptures have pointed for
so many ages, and which his Master will destroy
by the brightness of his coming! It is related
that this thought gave strength to our reformers.
It sustained the courage of Wickliff; it gave bold-
ness to Liuther; and the great Knox (as well as
Hamilton, his young and noble predecessor), had
it always before his eyes; it rendered him in-
trepid, 1t hardened his face like a flint before the
angry looks of kings, and before the wrath of the
people. -

8. Lastly. By preaching this doctrine, you will
rejoice the people of God; you will prepare them
for the coming of their Redeemer; and you will
call their attention to the scenes which are at
hand; for Christians are described by these ex-
pressions. “They wait for Jesus Christ;” they
“love his appearing;” they say to him, ¢ Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy king-
dom;” “ye come behind in no gift (says Paul to
the Corinthians, 1. Epist. 1:7, 8); waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

«Tgg life of Christianity,” said Luther, «“ Con-
gists in possessive pronouns.” It is one thing to-
say, “Christ is a Saviour;” it is quite another
thing to say, “He is my Saviour and my Lord.”
The devil can say the first; the true Christian
alone can say the second.—J. C. Ryle.

It is an easy matter to sit at ease and let the
ship go with the wind and tide to leeward, but
hard to suffer the fate that awaits her on the lee-
gshore. So it is an easy matter to float with the
multitude down the broad road to ruin; but a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.
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Ascension of Christ.

TrE Saviour of the world, as a divine Con-
queror, was about to ascend to bhis Father’s
throne. He selected the Mount of Olives as the
scene of this last display of his glory. Accom-
panied by the eleven, he made his way to the
mountain. The disciples were not aware that
this was.to be their last reason with their Master.
He employed the time in sacred converse with
them, reiterating his former instructions. As
they passed through the gates of Jerusalem, many
wondering eyes looked upon the little company,
ded by one whom a few weeks before the priests
and rulers had condemned and crucified.

They crossed the Kedron, and approached
Here Jesus paused that his disci-
ples might call to mind the lessons he had given
them while on his way to the garden on the
night of his great agony. He looked again upon
the vine which he had then used as a symbol to
represent the union of his church with' himself
and his Father; and he refreshed the memory of
his followers by repeating the impressive truths
which be had then illustrated to them. Remind-
ers of the unrequited love of Jesus were all
around him; even the disciples walking by*his
side, who were so dear to his heart, had, in the
bour of his humiliation, when he most needed
their sympathy and comfort, reproached and for-
saken him. ] ’ .

Christ had sojourned in the world for thirty-
three years; he had endured its scorn, insult, and
mockery; he had been rejected and crucified.
Now, when about to ascend to his throne of
glory—as he reviews the ingratitude of the peo-
ple he came to save—will he not withdraw his
sympathy and love from them? Will not his
affections be centered on that world where he is
appreciated, and where sinless angels adore him,
and wait to do his bidding? No; his promise
to those loved ones whom he leaves on earth is
“Lo, I am with you alway, even uunto the end of
the world.” Before his conflict he had prayed
the Father that they might not be taken out of
the world, but should be kept from the evil which
is in the world.

At length the little company reach the Mount of
Olives. This place had been peculiarly hallowed
by the presence of Jesus while he bore the nature
of man. It was consecrated by his prayers and
tears. When he had ridden into Jerusalem just
prior to his trial, the steeps of Olivet had echoed
the joyous shouts of the triumphant multitude.
On its sloping descent was Bethany, where he
had often found repose at the house of Liazarus.
At the foot of the mount was the garden of Geth-
semane, where he had agonized alone, and moist-
ened the sod with his blood.

Jesus led the way across the summit, to the
vicinity of Bethany. He then paused, and they
all gathered about him.. Beams of light seemed
to radiate from his countenance, as he looked
with deep love upon his disciples. He upbraided
them not for their faults and failures; but words
of unutterable tenderness were.the last which fell
upon their ears from the lips of their Lord.

With hands outstretched in blessing them, and as
if in assurance of his protecting care, he slowly
agcended from among them, drawn heavenward
by a power stronger than any earthly attraction.
As he passed upward, the awe-struck disciples
looked with straining eyes for the last glimpse of
their ascending Lord. A cloud of glory received
bim out of their sight, and at the same moment
Jthere floated "down to their charmed senses the
sweetest and most joyous music from the angel
choir.

While their gaze was still riveted upward, voices
addressed them which sounded like the music
which had just charmed them. They turned, and
siyy two beings in the form of men; yet their
heavenly character was immediately discerned by
the disciples, whom they addressed in comforting
accents, saying, “ Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up intd heaven ? this same Jesus which
is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
.Heaven.” These angels were of the company
that had been waiting in a shining cloud to escort
Jesus to his throne; and in sympathy and love
for those whom the Saviour had left, they came
to remove all uncertainty from their minds, and

to give them the assurance that he would come to
earth again.

All Heaven was waiting to welcome the Sav-
iour to the celestial courts. As he ascended he
led the way, and the multitude of captives whom
he had raised from the dead at the time when he
came forth from the tomb, followed him. The
heavenly host, with songs of joy and triumph,
escorted him upward. At the portals of the city
of God an innumerable company of angels awaited
his coming. As they approached the gates of
the city, the angels who were escorting the Maj-
esty of Heaven, in triumphant tones addressed
the company at the portals: ¢ Lift up your heads,
O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting
doors, and the King of Glory shall come in!”

The waiting angels at the gates of the city
inquire in rapturous strains, “ Who is this King
of Glory ?” The escorting angels joyously reply
in songs of triumph, “The Lord, streng and
mighty! The Lord, mighty in battle! Lift up
your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall
come in!”  Again the waiting angels ask, “ Who
is this. King of Glory ?” and the escorting. angels
respond in melodious strains, “ The Lord of hosts!
He is the King of Glory!” Then the portals of
the city of God are widely opened, and the heav-
enly train pass in amid a burst of angelic music.
All" the heavenly host surround their majestic
Commander as he takes his position upon the
throne of the Father. ' :

With the deepest adoration and joy, the hosts
of angels bow before him, while the giad shout
rings through the courts of Heaven: ¢ Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and
glory, and blessing I’ Songs of triumph mingle
with music from angelic harps, till Heaven seems
to overflow with delightful harmony, and incon-
ceivable joy and praise. The Son of God has
triumphed over the prince of darkness, and con-
quered death and the grave. Heaven rings with
voices in lofty strains proclaiming: ‘Blessing,
and bonor, and glory, and power be unto Him
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Liamb
forever and ever!”

He is seated by the side of his Father on his
throne. The Saviour presents the captives he
has rescued from the bonds of death, at the price
of hisown life. His hands place immortal croewns
upon their brows; for they are the representa-
tives, and samples, of those who shall be re-
deemed, by the blood of Christ, from all nations,
tongues, and people, and come forth from the
dead, when he shall call the just from their graves
at his second coming. Then shall they see the
marks of Calvary in the glorified body of the
Son of God.. Their greatest joy will be found in
the presence of Him who sitteth on the throne;
and the enraptured saints will exclaim, “ My Be-
loved is mine, and I am his! He is the chief
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely!”

The most precious fact to the disciples in the
ascension of Jesus was that he went from them
into Heaven in the tangible form of their divine
Teacher. The very same Jesus, who had walked;
and talked, and prayed with them; who had
broken bread with them; who bad been with
them in their boats on the lake; who had sought
retirement with them in the groves; and who
had that very day toiled with them up the steep
ascent of Olivet,—had ascended to Heaven in the
form of humanity, And the heavenly messen-
gers had assured them that the very same Jesus
whom they had seen go up into Heaven, should
come again in like manner as he had ascended.
This assurance has ever been, and will be till the
close of time, the hope and joy of all true lovers
of Christ.

The disciples not only saw the Lord ascend, but
they bad the testimony of the angels that he had
gone to occupy his Father's throne in Heaven.
The last remembrance that the disciples were to
have of their Lord was. as the sympathizing
Friend, the glorified Redeemer. Moses veiled his
face to hide the glory of the law which was re-
flected upon it, and the glory of Christ’s ascen-
sion was veiled from human sight. The bright-
ness of the heavenly escort, and the opening of
the glorious gates of God to welcome him, were
not to be discerned by mortal eyes.

Had the track of Christ to Heaven been re-
vealed to the disciples in all its inexpressible
glory, they could not have endured the sight.
Had they beheld the myriads of angels, and
heard the bursts of triumph from the battlements

of Heaven, as the everlasting doors were lifted
up, the contrast between that glory and their
own lives in a world of trial, would have been
8o great that they would hardly have been able
to again take up the burden of their earthly
lives, prepared to execute with courage and faith-
fulness the commission given them by the Sav-
iour. Even the Comforter, the Holy Ghost which
was sent to them, would not have been properly
appreciated, nor would it have strengthened their
hearts sufficiently to bear reproach, contumely,
imprisonment, and deatk, if need be.

Their senses were not t0 become so infatuated
with the glories of Heaven that they would lose
sight of the character of Christ on earth, which
they were to copy in themselves. They were
to keep distinctly before their minds the beauty
and majesty of his life, the perfect harmony of
all his attributes, and the mysterious union of
the divine and human in his nature.
better that the earthly acquaintance of the dis-
ciples with their Saviour should end in the sol-
emn, quiet, and sublime manner in which -it did.
His visible ascent from the world was in harmony
with the meekness and quiet of bis life.—Spirit
of Prophecy. g . ‘

Conversion of S&hbath—School Children.

THE Independent, in a recent number, speaks of
the need of a revival of legitimate church work,
that of gaining converts, and mentions the Sab-
bath-school as an important aid. Of the children
attending the Sabbath-school, it says:—

“The church greatly fails if these children are
not converted in their early youth. Teachers
fail, parents fail, superintendents fail just here.
They do not appreciate as they should that defi-
nite results may be looked for. The child should
be talked with personally and alone, and kindly
led to the Saviour. The reason why in sore
churches they are not converted is because their
conversion is not especially sought. The teacher
is content with teaching the lesson and does not
try to teach the child the greatest lesson of all.
As sure as day follows sunrise, the presentation of
the motives of Christianity to the youth of a

 church will bring them into its membership.”

TEE most successful Sunday-schools we have
ever known were such as made but few changes
in their officers, especially in the superintendent.
If you have a poor superintendent, and cannot
improve him, find a better one and make the
change. If you have a good one help him all
you can to make bim still better; but do not by
any means make a change simply for the sake of
change, or because somcbody else would like to
enjoy the honor of the office.—Our Bible Teacher.
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JUST PUBLISHED,
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The music and words of this book are mostly entirely new, and well
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per dozen. +
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OARLAND, CAL., FIFTH-DAY, JANUARY 4, 1883.

That “Same Identical Time.”

ALL our readers must have heard the remark, thats
because the earth is round, which renders it impossible
to keep “the same identical time” in all parts of the
world, therefore we cannot keep the seventh-day Sab-
bath. This has been asserted so many times that some
’have', no doubt, worked themselves into the belief that

it is true—that there is a real difficulty in the way of]

keeping *the Sabbath day-according to the command-
ment.” And, notwithstanding the many times which
the fallacy has been exposed, the editor of the Califor-
nia Christian Advocate recently put it forth as if it
were a new and unanswerable argument. We are not
surprised at this, for reasons which we do not now care to
state. TFor the benefit of him and of others who persist
in being troubled over this matter of the “identical
seventh day,” we will relate the following

EVERY-DAY INCIDENT.

Taking the train at Oakland, Cal., we were informed
by our Gazetteer that “East of Deming trains run on
Jefferson City time, which is two hours faster than San
Francisco time.” Arriving at Deming, New Mexico,
we stepped into the Railroad Station and there saw a
clock having two hour hands, one of which stood at 10
o’clock, the other at 12 o’clock. Our watch indicated 10
o’clock. Wishing to be on time with the next train
we were to take, we set our watch forward to 12 o’clock.
We thus passed from 10 to 12 o’clock in our reckoning
in the time which it took to change the hands of our
watch from the figures 10 to 12. Thus two hours were
elided from the day, and we had "a day of twenty-two
hours. This we call an every-day incident, because it
is the daily experience of different individuals who
travel across the continent. ,

A day of twenty-two hours! This seems like a sad
inroad upon the common reckoning of time. Our no-
Sabbath, or anti-Sabbath, or seventh-part-of-time Sab-
bath friends can now take courage, and talk out their
difficulties with great confidence.

But our experience was not ended. We were going
east of Jefferson City; in fact, “from shore to shore.”
And we found that, on our arrival in Chicago, we had
to throw off eighteen minutes more. And east of Buf-
falo we dropped fifty-five minutes more, making alto-
gether a loss of three hours and thirteen minutes in
going from San Francisco to New York. “Now,” says
our friend of the Advocate, “how are you going to keep
the seventh day after this? Will you give it up?”

Not quite ready for that yet, Mr. Editor. There are
some other points in this case which we wish to present.
1. Not one of the changes above noticed was made on
the seventh day. They are not by any means peculiar
to that day. 2. Itis a fact that, when we got to New
York, we found people there keeping Sunday, just as
you do in San Francisco, and for the same reason, too,
if it be allowable to call that a reason which has no
foundation in reason. 3. And, strange to tell, they were
keeping Sunday exactly as the day was marked by our
watch after we had made those bewildering (!) changes
in our journey. -4. And, passing strange, they did not
seem to realize that it was an impossible thing to keep

. Sunday under such circumstances. * In fact, so far were
they behind the enlightenment of the age, they did not
perceive any difficulty in the case at all.

And that is not the end of the muddle. We left
California just as the Adwvocate and its friends had
passed through a struggle in which they made a most
determined effort to have things so ordered that every-
body should be compelled, by the law of the State, to

" keep the first day of the week, commonly called Sun-
day. And away off on the Atlantic Coast, in the good
State of-New York, we find a law in which are used
these very words; it is to enforce the observance of
«“the first day of the week, commonly called Sunday.”
And, not content with that, many of the people in
this country have formed themselves into a National
Association, with the object of securing such an amend-

ment to the Constitution of the United States as will
authorize Congress to make a law compelling all the
citizens of all the States, even of the whole Nation, to
keep that same “first day of the week, commenly called
Sunday.” .

We fancy we hear the editor of the Advocate say,
“That is good; we hope they will succeed in thus pre-
serving ¢ the very foundation of our holy religion’ from
threatened destruction.” But hold, Mr. Editor; do you
not understand that it is an utter impossibility, that
you cannot keep Sunday at all, because the earth is
round, and you in San Fraacisco are not keeping “the
same identical time” for Sunday that is kept in New
York? In New York, where they have remained at
home during all these years of progress in light and
kuowledge, they cannot be expected to know much
better than to keep up their vain efforts to observe a
certain “definite day.” But vou, Mr. Advocate Editor,
who have crossed the continent, and have learned so
well that ““the same identical time” is not and cannot
be kept in New York and San Francisco,—you owe a
duty to your benighted brethren in the East. Please
send the. information to them which you have sokindly
volunteered to us, that that same “first day of the
week, commonly called Sunday,” cannot be kept at all;
that the earth is round; that you have traveled far
enough from New York to ascertain that that is a fact;
and that to keep “the same identical time ” is an utter
impossibility. Tell them that you have imparted this

 valuable information to the Seventh-day Adventists

(who do not, however, seem to appreciate the favor),

‘tand that you cannot in conscience let them longer

remain ignorant of this great and important truth.
We might, indeed, tell them ourself, seeing we are now
in this State, and we might give the editor of the Cali-
fornia Christian Advocate as our authority; but we
think it will have a far better effect if you will tell
them yourself. You are probably better known here
than we are; you are connected with a large and in-
fluential denomination, and with.one of the largest
publishing interests in the country, having its center
in the metropolis of this State; and you have “D. D.”
aitached to your name; they will surely listen to you.
We hope you will not neglect this. For why should
you show so much soiicitude to enlighten the Seventh-
day Adventists on this important point, and leave your
own people in ignorance? Surely you must see and
realize the force of our appeal.

Do not spoil the effect of your valuable teaching on
this subject by replying that this is a difficulty peculiar
to the seventh day, and does not affect the other days
of the week; for it is to be feared that your brethren,
ignorant as they dppear to be on the fundamentals of
this subject, are not so ignorant but they will see the
fallacy and folly of such an answer. No, no; lay the
axe at the root of the tree at once. Tell them that
“the same identical time,” and of course the same
identical day, cannot be kept, and that Sunday keep-
ing, to use a worldly expression, has “gone up.”,

We are compelled now to assure the editor of the
Advocate that, strange as it may appear to him, we
have heard of his difficulty before. In fact, it is known
to some people in the East as well as to those in Cali-
fornia. We will relate an incident:—

Several years ago we were enjoying a social {ime
with a knot of ministers in Boston, of different denomi-
nations, among whom were two Methodist ministers;
one of them was a well-known Professor, and the other
was a Mr. Smith, then located at Lynn. We state
only facts—his name was Smith. As the conversation
turned on the subject of the Sabbath, Mr. Smith asked
us if we did not find a difficulty in observing the
seventh-day Sabbath, “because,” said he, “when it is
Sabbath in Boston it is not Sabbath.somewhere else.”
We replied that we had never yet discovered any dif-
ficulty in the case, for, when we kept the Sabbath in
Boston we never had found it necessary at the same
time to keep it somewhere else. A smile in the com-
pany seemed to disconcert him a little; and we fear we
were somewhat unmerciful as we turned the question
upon him thus: “ Have you never realized the difficulty
of keeping Sunday, because when it is Sunday in
Boston or Lynn it is not Sunday somewhere else?”
There was then an “audible smile” in the company,
and he did not reply.

Now we shall not ask pardon of our readers for this
article, for as long as public teachers and - religious
leaders put forth such puerilities, we shall consider it
necessary to notice them.

Llome, IV Y.

The General Conference.

OWING to the many meetings held at the time of the
Conference, and our rather feeble condition from former
labor and the effects of a severe cold, we were not able.
to write up the Conference during its session. But we
could not give any idea of the amount of business done
by any mere sketeches which we could write. The offi-
cial reports will present that in as briéef a manner as it
can be ‘given.

After an absence of four years from our General Con-
ference we were forcibly impressed with the fact that
our cause is growing and our work enlarging, both by
the large amount of business which was transacted and
the new laborers whom we met for the first time. But
we felt a peculiar pleasure in meeting with so many who-
have stood at their post so many years. Bro. Cottrell
was there, whose * Letter to the Disciples” was given

us by Elder O. P. Hull thirty years ago next April, and ~

with which we were so highly pleased; more highly
than people are apt to be pleased with such a tract in
these days, for Sabbath literature was not plenty at
that time. We found that a larger number of seventh-
day Adventist ministers were there than we had ever
met before, every one of whom seemed very near to us,
not only for their work's sake, but for their kindly
Christian bearing. We never attended any meeting
where a better spirit prevailed throughout. Some dif-
ference of opinion existed on a few points, as was to be
expected in so large an assembly gathered from all
parts of the country. But no spirit of contention at
difference of feeling was-manifested.

When our cause was young and our work small, and
but little business was transacted at our yearly gather-
ings, and Brother and Sister White were present at ev-
ery one to stir us with their timely counsel and admoni-
tions, they were truly “times of refreshing” to our
eager souls. From them the laborers went forth with a
cheerful courage, a strength of purpose, an ardent zeal,
which can hardly be realized by those who have come
in at the sixth or ninth hour of the day. - Shall we
ever see such seasons again? Not exactly, for Bro.
White, the earnest, self-sacrificing pioneer, “rests from
his labors,” and the * yoice *from Heaven’ has pro-
nounced over him the benediction which belongs to
those “who die in the Lord from henceforth.” It is a
matter of necessity that much business shall come be-
fore our Conferences; not do we regret it, for it is the
evidence of the growth of our cause. We only hope
that the spirit of the work may never be neglected or
forgotten by those who have its business matters in their
charge. :

There was preaching every evening at the meeting in
Rome, and the sermons were spirited and instructive.
The social meetings were excelient. The Sabbath-
schools were more than could be expected under the
circumstances.

Much interest was elicited by IElder Haskell’s account
of his trip to Europe, and his visit to our several mis-
sions, and to other points. No written report can give
a true idea of the subject. The Conference, cheerfully,
and with great unanimity, voted that Bro. B. L. Whit-
ney and family, of Rome, N. Y., go to Switzerland to
join Bro. Andrews in that mission. This was according
to the request of Bro. Andrews, and will be a source of
great relief to him. This rejoices every heart. But the
brethren of the New York and Pennsylvania Conference
were put to a sore test, having either to vote away their
efficient and beloved President, or to deny the request
of Bro. Andrews, and leave him overburdened and dis-
couraged. The Christian resignation which they mani-
fested on this trying occasion was worthy of praise.
We pray that God will bless them all, and make Bro.c
Whitney a blessing to the work in Switzerland.

The wants of all parts of the field were well consid-
ered, and it was decided to do more than has been done
for the South; to set in order the work already begun
there, and to open up new fields. It was also voted %o
establish missions in New York, Chicago, and Washing-
ton City. California did well to establish a mission in
San Francisco. We hope that missions may be com-
menced in the cities above named with prospects equally
favorable. There is a fleld for a great work in the
large cities of the United ‘States, and the time hds evi-
dently come to improve it.

. The condition and the wants of our institutions at
Battle Creek were considered at Rome. The officers-
were there present, and in order to look at them to the
best advantage informal meetings were organized, and it
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appearing that a majority of stock was represented, the
stockholders proceeded to discuss the measures which
were to be acted upon in the legal meetings which were
appointed to convene at Battle Creek. This was the
proper course to pursue, as quite a number of these who
were at Rome could not go to Battle Creek, and thus
they were enabled to hear the matters, and give expres-
sion to their views in regard to the election of officers.
‘We were pleased to learn that the Publishing .Associa-
tion and the Sanitarium are prospering, and that the
prospects for the future of both are good. Of those we
shall speak hereafter. The more we see and learn of
matters in this State, the more we are convinced that
the Board of Trustees acted judiciously in closing the
College for a season. Much as we regret the necessity,
we think it will have to remain closed for the present,
2nd for an indefinite time in the future, .until more wis-
dom is manifested by some parties in the city, or some
hindering ‘influences are removed. In the church a
better state of things is evidently growing up, and we
hope the light may increase until that church shall_be
a means of encouragement and strength to the cause in
Michigan and throughout the ecountry.

Some had questioned the propriety of holding the
General Conference away from Battle Creek, but we
think without /good reason. Our work is not a local
work, and the General Conference does not belong to
any one locality. The Battle Creek church had ceased
to prize the privilege they so long enjoyed, and neglected
the meetings of the Conferences. Had the members at-
tended, and heard the measures considered, and learned
the reasons for the steps taken, there would not have
been so many complaints of what was done. To neglect
to learn reasons, and then murmur because they do not
understand why action is taken, is a cruel and inexcus-
able method of sowing discord. We had some severely
stormy weather at Rome, but there were sisters in at-
tendance at every meeting, who remained to the last,
and appeared. to take a lively interest in all the busi-
ness that was transacted. We hope that, hereafter, the
General Conference will not be held a second time with
any church which does not take sufficient interest in it
to attend its meetings. :

The various parts of the field were well represented
in this meeting. Delegates were present from Maine,
New England, Vermont, New York and Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Dakota, Iow'a, Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, Texas, Vir-
ginia, and California. The European Missions were
also represented, by Eld. Haskell, and Upper Columbia
by the editor of the Siaws or THE TIMES.

This week we have to attend the General Missionary
meeting of Michigan at Greenville. As Bro. 'W. C.
‘White has to go East on business, we do not expect to
start on our return trip before Jan. 15. We are begin-
ning to feel away from home when away from the Office
and look forward to the time of our return with consid’
erable anxiety.

Burlington, Mich., Dec. 25.

English Sabbath-keepers.

(Concluded.)

ONE of the most eminent Sabbatarian ministers of the
last half of the seventeenth century was Francis Bamp-
field. He was originally a clergyman of the Church of
England. The Baptist historian, Crosby, speaks of him
thus:— . '

“ But being utterly unsatisfied in his conscience with
the conditions of conformity, he took his leave of his
sorrowful and weeping congregation in 1662,
and was quickly after imprisoned for worshiping God
in his own family. So soon was his unshaken loyalty
to the king forgotten, that he was more fre-
quently imprisoned and exposed to greater hardships
for his nonconformity, than most other dissenters.”

Of his imprisonment, Neale says:—

“ After the act of uniformity, he continued preaching
as he had opportunity in private, till he was imprisoned
for five days and nights, with twenty-five of his hearers
in one room where they spent their time in
religious exercises, but after some time he was released.
Soon after, he was apprehended again and lay nine
vears in Dorchester jail, though he was a person of un-
shaken loyalty to the king.”

During his imprisonment, he preached almost every
day, and gathered a church even under his confinement,
And when he was at liberty, he ceased not to preach in
the name of Jesus. After his release, he went to Lon-
don, where he preached with much success. Neale says
of hislabors in that city :— ’

“ When he resided in London he formed a church on
the principles of the Sabbatarian Baptists, at Pinner’s
Hall, of which principles he was a zealous asserter. He
was a celebrated preacher, and a man of serious piety.”

On Feb. 17, 1682, he was arrested while preaching,
and on March 28, was sentenced to forfeit all his goods
and to be imprisoned in Newgate for life. In conse-
quence of the hardships which he suffered in that prison,
he died, Feb. 16, 1683. ¢ Bampfield,” says Wood,
“dying.in the said prison of Newgate aged
seventy years, his body was _ followed with a
very great company of factious and schismatical people
to his grave.” Crosby says of him:—

«“ All that knew him will acknowledge that he was a
man of great piety. And he would in all probability
have preserved the same character, with respect to his
learning and judgment, had it not been for his opin-
ion in two points, viz., that infants ought not to be
lﬁapgi’%ed,. and that the Jewish Sabbath ought still to be

ept. :

M. Bampfield published two works in behalf of the
seventh day as the Sabbath, one in 1672, the other in
1677. 1In the first of these he thus sets forth the doc-
trine of the Sabbath:— '

“The law of the seventh-day Sabbath was given be-|.

fore the law was proclaimed at Sinai, even from the
creation, given to Adam, and in him to all the
world. The Lord Christ’s obedience unto
this fourth word in observing in his lifetime the seventh
day as a weekly Sabbath day, and no other
day of the week as such, is a part of that perfect right-
eousness which every sound believer doth apply to him-
self in order to his being justified in the sight of God;
and every such person is to conform unto Christ in all
the acts of his obedience to the ten words.”

His brother, Mr. Thomas Bampfield, who had been
speaker in one of Cromwell’s parliaments, wrote also in
behalf of seventh-day observance, and was imprisoned
for his religious principles in Ilchester jail.. About the
time of Mr. Bampfield’s first imprisonment, severe per-
secution arose against the Sabbath-keepers in London.
Crosby thus bears testimony:—

“Tt was about this time [A. p. 1661], that a congrega-
tion of Baptists holding the seventh day as a Sabbath,
being assembled at their meeting-house in Bull-stake
Alley, the doors being open, about three o’clock p. M.
[Oct. 19], whilst Mr. John James was preaching, one
Justice Chard, with Mr. Wood, an headborough, came
into the meeting-place. Woqod commanded him in the
king’s name to be silent and come down, having spoken
treason against the king. But Mr. James taking little
or no notice thereof, proceeded in his work. The head-
borough came nearer to him in the middle of the meet-
ing-place and commanded him again in the king’s name
to come down or else he would pull him down; where-
upon the disturbance grew so great that he could not
proceed.” :

The officer having pulled him down from the pulpit,
led him away to the court under a strong guard. Mr.
Utter continues this narrative as follows:—

“Mr. James was himself examined and committed to
Newgate, on the testimony of several profligate witnesses,
who accused him of speaking treasonable words against
the king. His trial took place about a month after-
ward, at which he conducted himself in such 4 manner
as to create much sympathy. He was, however, sen-
tenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered. This awful
sentence did not dismay him in the least. He calmly
sajd, ¢ Blessed be God; whom man condemneth, God jus-
tifieth.” While he lay in prison, under sentence of death,
many persons of distinction visited him, who were
greatly affected by his piety and resignation, and offered
to exert themselves to secure his pardon. But he seems
to have had little hope of their success. Mrs. James, by
advice of her friends, twice presented petitions to the
king [Charles IL], setting forth the innocence of her
husband, the character of the witnesses against him, and
entreating His Majesty to grant a pardon. In both in-
stances she was repulsed with scoffs and ridicule. = At
the scaffold, on the day of his execution, Mr. James ad-
dressed the assembly in a very noble and -affecting man-
ner. Having finished his address, and kneeling down,
he thanked God for covenant mercies, and for conscious
innocence; he prayed for the witnesses against him, for
the executioner, for the people of God, for the removal
of divisions, for the coming of Christ, for the spectators,
and for himself, that he might enjoy a sense of God's
favor and presence, and an entrance into glory. When
he had ended, the executioner said, ‘ The Lord receive
your soul;’ to which Mr. James replied, ‘I thank thee.’
A friend observing to him, ‘ This is a happy day,” he an-
swered, ‘I bless God it is” Then having thanked the
sherift’ for his courtesy, he said, ¢ Father, into thy hands
I commit my spirit.’ After he was dead his
heart was taken out and burned, his quarters were affixed
to the gates of the city, and his head was set up in White
chapel on a pole opposite to the alley in which his meet-
ing-house stood.”

Such was the experience of English Sabbath-keepers
in the seventeenth century. It cost something to obey
the fourth commandment in such times as those. The
laws of England during that century were very oppress-

"committed to them.

ive to all Dissenters, and bore exceedingly hard upon
the Sabbath-keepers.
inent for piety, to defend his truth during those troub-
lous times, and, if need be, to seal their testimony with
their blood. Inthe seventeenth century, eleven churches
of Sabbatarians flourished in Erigland, while many scat-
tered Sabbath-keepers were to be found in various parts
of that kingdom. Now, but three of these churches are
in existence! And only remnants, even of these, re-
main! . . -

To what cause shall we assign this puinful fact? Itis
not because their adversaries were able to confute their
doctrine; for the controversial works on both sides still
remain, and speak for themselves. It is not that they'
lacked men of piety and of learning; for God gave them
these, especially in the seventeenth century. Nor is it
that fanaticism sprang up and disgraced the cause; for
there is no record of anything of this kind. They were
cruelly persecuted, but the period of their persecution
was that of their greatest prosperity.. Like Moses’ bush,
they stood unconsumed in the burning fire. The pros-
tration of the Sabbath cause in England is due to none
of these things. ’

The Sabbath was wounded in the house of its own
friends. They took upon themselves the responsibility,
after a time, of making the Sabbath of no practical im-
portance, and of treating its violation as of no very se-
rious transgression of the law of God. Doubtless they
hoped to win men to Christ and his truth by this course;
but, instead of this, they simply lowered the standard
of divine truth into the dust. The Sabbath-keeping
ministers assumed the pastoral care of first-day churches,
in some cases as their sole charge, in_others, they did
this in connection with the oversight of Sabbatarian
churches. The result need surprise no one; as these
Sabbath-keeping ministers and churches said to all men,
in thus acting, that the fourth commandment might be
broken with impunity, the people took them at their
word. Mr. Crosby, a first-day historian, sets this mat-
ter in a clear light:—

«If the seventh day ought to be observed as the Chris-
tian Sabbath, then all congregations that observe the
first day as such must be Sabbath-breakers.
must leave those gentlemen on the contrary side to their
own sentiments; and to vindicate the practice of be-
coming pastors to a people whom in their conscience
they must believe to be breakers of the Sabbath.”

Doubtless there” have been noble exceptions to this
course; but the body of English Sabbatarians for many
years have failed to faithfully discharge the high trust
J.N. A.

Light and Darkness.

A ¥EW weeks since we offered a few thoughts to show
why the truths which we believe are specially applicable
to this time were not found out centuries before they
were; or, rather, why they were not generally known;
for in all the centuries since Christ, there have been
some Christians who have religiously observed the
Sabbath of the Lord. The time of papal supremacy

was compared to a dark night, and the Reformation to .

the dawning of the morning. This comparison is war-
ranted by the language of Scripture. The time of our
sojourn here in this life is called night, and the time of
deliverance is called day. Thas in Isa. 21:11, 12, we
read: “The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out

of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman,

what of the night ? The watchman said, The morning

‘cometh, and also the night; if ye will enquire, enquite

ye; return, come.” When man was in Eden, when God
talked with him, and angels were his daily companions
there was bright day. There could be no darkness then
for man, for he was continually in the enjoyment of the
light of God’s presence. But Adam’s transgression
caused God to withdraw from him in a measure; a
sinful being could not look upon God and live; and as
man was driven out from the presence of God, the night
of earth commenced. This night will continue until
God’s people are redeemed, and then they will enter
upon an eternal day.

The prophet says, however, that «the morning cometh,
and also the night.” This is true, for the same event
that brings light and joy to the righteous, brings only
darkness and anguish to the wicked. To them is re-
gerved “ the blackness of darkness forever.” Jude 13.

But man was not left to grope his way in darkness,
through the long night of earth. God’s word was given,
that he might see to walk in the right way. The
psalmist says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and

But God raised up able men, em- -

A



.}‘\ .\A/

" of the night, and of darkness.

Vor. 9, No. 1.

8 THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

a light unto my path.” Ps.119:105. And also, “The
entrance of thy word giveth light.” The apostle Peter
says, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day star arise in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19.
Those who follow the teachings of this word, and listen
to its warnings, know of the times and the seasons, and
are preparing for the coming of their Lord. They are
termed “the children of light, and the children of the
day.” But those who ignore the word of prophecy, and
settle down content with the world, are termed children
1 Thess. 5:1-8.

~ In harmony with this thought are the words of
Solomon: “But the path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day.” Prov. 4:18. This also gives an additional
answer to the question why the reformers did not see all
the truths that are now preached as composing the
Third Angel’s Message. The Christian life is progres-
sive. “If any man will do His will, he shall know of
the doctrine;” but it is not promised that he shall know
it all at once. We are exhorted to “grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
2 Pet. 3:18. They came out of great darkness into
light, and accepted all that they saw. Judging from’
their lives, we can but suppose that had they continued

_ to livé they would have advanced still farther, as the

light grew brighter.

But while the whole period from the fall of man to
his redemption, is a night, there have been periods when
the -light shone quite brightly; and these times were
when the Bible was most perfectly understood. When
Christ was on earth, bright light shone in upon the
darkness. As Matthew quotes the prophecy of Isaiah,
“the people which sat in darkness saw great light; and
to them which sat in the region and shadow of death
light is sprung up.” Matt. 4 :16. Christ was the true
light of the world, because in his life the law of God
was perfectly exhibited. There were but few, however,
who were willing to accept the light; and some who
saw it, shut their eyes to it, so that soon the darkness set
in. As the darkness appears the more intense when
contrasted with bright light, so after the light of Christ’s
life had shone upon the earth the darkness appeared
tenfold deeper than ever before. Then the Bible was
entirely lost sight of, and scarcely a ray of light ap.
peared. But in God’s appointed time the clouds began
to scatter, and the light began to appear. This light
we are told will grow brighter and brighter till it ends
in the perfect day. In the beginning man obeyed the
will of his Maker perfectly. If he is ever to be restored
to his original position, he must be as fully conformed
to the divine will, must walk in the light as at first.
And thus we read: “The remnant of Israel shall not do
iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue
be found in their mouth; for they shall feed and lie
down, and none shall make them afraid.” Zeph. 3:13.

Now another illustration: Suppose that in the early
morning, when the first faint glimmer of light appears,
a man should say that because he could not then see
much light, there never would be any more. Suppose
he should utterly refuse to behold the light as the sun
reached the horizon, and should bandage his eyes so that
no more light could reach him. Everyone would say
that he was extremely foolish, and that he would be
likely to so weaken his eyes as to render them unable
to ever endure bright light. Well, that is just the
relation that many sustain to the light that God has
given them. When Christ was on earth, the priests
would not believe that there was any more light than
what they already had. In the time of the Reformation
it was the same; and it is the same to-day. At different
periods as the light increased, certain ones took their
stand and refused to receive any more. And what
result follows such action. Here it is in the words of
Christ: « Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk
while ye have the light, lest darkuess come upon you.”
John 12:35. By rejecticg light men soon become in-
capable of receiving it; they are then blind. Men who
are in that condition, say, I cannot see such and such

things; and God will not punish me if I do the best I
can, because I cannot understand the Bible as others do.
Hear what he says: “ My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge; because thou hast rejected knowledge, I
will also reject thee.” Hosea 4:6. What a terrible
fate ! Let these words stand as a warning to us not to
reject any light, but to heed the apostle’s exhortation:
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put
on the armor of light.” Rom. 13:12. E.J. W.

The FMissionary,

Proceedings of General Conference.

Wz give the following report of the proceed-
ings of this meeting, condensed from the Review
and Herald. The items are not given in the
order in which they occurred, but all the actions
of general importance are given.

Forty-six delegates were present. EId. U.
Smith stated that a Conference had been organ-
ized in Colorado, that wishes to be received as
a member of the General Conference. The Con-
ference has three churches with 164 members;
and has a full corps of officers. It appointed
him as delegate to the General Conference, pro-
vided it should be received. On motion, the
Colorado Conference was received into the Gen-
eral Conference. ,

Eld. 8. N. Haskell gave an account of his visit
to the Scandinavian countries the past summer,
showing that an encouraging work is being done

there. there being now about four hundred Sab- |-

bath-keepers in the three countries. Particulars
were also given in regard to the publishing work
in Norway.

The following resolutions were presented at
different times during the meeting, and were
adopted:— :

Eesolved, That we recognize the necessity of pub-
Iishing a German paper in Europe, and we hereby
recommend the Conference Committee to arrange for
such publication at the earliest possible opportunity.

Resolved, That the Swedish Conference be admitted
to the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
according to their request.

Resolved, That ministers laboring outside their own
Conferences, should after an absence of one year or
more, be considered members of the Conference in which
they labor, and should receive credentials therefrom;
and ministers laboring in missionary fields should re-
ceive credentials from the General Conference.

Lesolved, That the above resolution shall not prevent
any Conference from issuing credentials to its members
who are laboring in the general interests of the cause.

WHEREAS, Some ministers find it necessary to change
their field of labor from one Conference to another, and
confusion is liable to arise; therefore—

Resolved, That we recommend that before such
changes are made there should be an understanding
between the Conferences concerned, or the change
should be made in accordance with instructions from
the General Conference.

‘WHEREAS, The establishment of such schools as
those recently created by our people in Massachusetts
and California is necessarily attended with many per-
plexities, and will cost much more than wouid be im-
agined by one who has had no experience in such
matters; therefore—

Resolved, That we recommend to our brethren in
different Conferences that they proceed in the organiza-
tion of schools with great caution; and that before
doing so they counsel with the General Conference
Committee.

WHERrEAS, Confusion isliable to occur in the accounts
of our S. B. treasurers, resulting in the loss of funds,
unless all pecuniary transactions are conducted accord-
ing to careful business principles; therefore—

Leesolved, That we recommend that all persons pay-
ing tithes require from the treasurer a receipt for all
moneys paid him, and that the treasurer ve required to
present quarterly to the church, or to an auditing com-
mittee appointed by the church, an itemized report of
all money received, and all that is paid by him into the
Conference, showing the receipts of the State treasurer
as vouchers therefor.

‘WHEREAS, The usefulness of our Publishing House
in California was seriously imperiled by the threatened
enforcement of the Sunday laws of that State; and—

WHEREAS, By a mysterious Providence the very party
which passed that law originally, arrayed themselves
against the same in the last political contest in that
State, so that their triumph rendered its repeal certain;
therefore—

Resolved, That we recognize in this result the hand
of God so shaping and directing the affairs of men as to
render possible the full and free proclamation of his
truth, until such time as the world shall have been thor-
oughly warned in regard to their duty to observe the
Sabbath of the Lord, and to prepare for the advent of
his Son. . .

The above resolution drew forth interesting re-
marks from Elds. Littlejohn and Waggoner, show-
ing how the Lord had worked for his people dur-
ing the Sunday excitement in California, after
which it was unanimously adopted. :

Eesolved, That our ministers be instructed to pay
more attention to the subject of health reform; to study
it in the light of the Bible and to enforce it in our
churches as an element of Christian character; and to
counteract in a careful and judicious manner the pre-

vailing tendency among our people to backsliding in re-
gard to this'important grace.

WHEREAS, Counsel has been given to us as a people
that it is the duty of Eld. Uriah Smith to Iabor in the
cause at large, and especially in holding Biblical Insti-
tutes, and not to confine his labors to Battle Creek;
therefore— )

Resolved, That we hereby request our Executive
Committee to assign to Eld. Smith such labor as will
give the various Conferences the benefit of his ability
and experience, as indicated above.

Lresolved, That the ordinances of the Lord’s supper
and feet-washing are important, and should never be
separated in their administration, except in cases where
such separation shall be absolutely necessary.

WHEREAS, Many of our ministers have found it.a very
difficult matter to carry out our system of quarterly meet-
ings successfully, so as to derive from them the benefits
contemplated, and in many cases are obliged to set them
aside or appoint them on another day than the one as-
signed; therefore—

Leesolved, That the Chair be authorized to appoint a
committee of three to consider this subject withits vari-
ous bearings, and report, making such recommendations
as they may deem proper. .

The Chair named J. H. Cook, R. F. Andrews,
B. L. Whitney, as the committee provided for in
the latter resolution. -

Resolved, That we recommend that the General
Conference Committee prepare, or cause to be prepared,
instructions to church officers, to be printed in the
Review and Herald or in tract form, as they may
deem the better way. .

The Chair appointed W. H. Littlejohn, J. O.
Corliss, H. A. St. John, as a committee to take
this matter into consideration, and report at the
next annual session of the Conference.

. Besolved, That we recommend that our churches
purchase copies of the General Conference proceedings,
and make themselves intelligent in reference to the
business matters connected with our annual meéetings.

Resolvec, That another section be added to Art. 1I.
of the Constitution, to read as follows:—

“Sxc. 2.—The Executive Committee shall have power
to fill any vacancies that may occur in their number
by death, resignation, or otherwise.”

WHEREAS, The English mission is now organized so
that colporters and other persons distrivuting our lit-
erature can keep in operatlion the work now being done
in Southampton and elsewhere; therefore——

Resolved, That in view of the wants of the cause in
America, our Executive Committee be instructed to
make such changes in the English work as shall secure,
as soon as consistent, the services of Eld. Loughborough
in the United States.

WHEREAS, It is the judgment of those who under-
stand the condition of the cause that a paper will some-
time be needed in England, and it is also judged that
the time for- publishing it is not yet come; therefore——

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conference that
persons should be selected and educated for that work,
to whom the duty of conducting the paper can be en-
trusted at the proper time. :

Resolved, That this General Conference indorse the
action of the Board of Trustees of the Educational
Society in closing the College, under the circumstances,
and we indorse the resolutions passed at an informal
meeting of the Educationa! Society in this place.

It was voted that the General Conference Com-
mittee prepare a report of all foreign. missions,
and an appeal to be read in the churches at some
quarterly meeting, together with an address
encouraging donations to the mission funds.

Eld. O. A. Olsen gave a brief history of the
Scandinavian work in America, showing that the
cause among the Scandinavians is in a thriving
condition. He also spoke of the great need of
bhaving some of Sister White's works issued in
the Danish-Norwegian language, and asked that
something of the description be published. It
was thereupon

Resolved, That it be the expressed sense of this Con-
ference, that a book containing selections from the
writings of Sister White be published in the Danish-
Norwegian language.

Resolved, That we consider the tract and missionary
work, in its different phases, one of great importance,
and we recommend that special efforts be put forth for
the increased circulation of all our periodicals.

Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General
Conference that the blessing oi God attends the can-
vassing work; and we think that an experience in this
work is an excellent preparation to efficiency in other
departments of the cause.

Resolved, That we request the President of the Gen-
eral Conference to arrange with the Publishing Com-
mittee of the S. D. A. Publishing Association to pub-
lish a book to be entitled, “ The Seventh-day Adventist
Year-Book,” which shall contain such portions of the
proceedings of the General Conference, and such other
matters, as the Committee may think best to insert
therein. ‘

Tesolved, That we express our unabated confidence
in the Testimonies which have been so graciously given
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to this people, which have guided our ways and cor-
rected our errors, from the rise of the third angel's
message to the present time; and that we especially
express our gratitude for Testimony No. 31, which we
accept as a token of the care of God over us,—an evi-
dence that he has not forsaken us, notwithstanding our
many backslidings.

The committee appointed to consider the wants
of the Scandinavian mission, presented the fol-
lowing report, which was unanimously adopted:—

WHEREAS, Considerable sums of money have been
sent by our Scandinavian brethren to men who were
strangers, and in some cases to unworthy persons; and—‘

WHEREAS, The General Conference Committee ex-
ercises a watchful care for the wants and necessities of
all the missions, receiving authentic information from
our- experienced missionaries, and is thus prepared to
judge of the importance of private appeals; therefore—

Resolved, That it is the safe and wiser plan for all
persons wishing to aid the European missions to forward
their donations to the authorized treasurers of the
mission funds.

‘WHEREAS, The building in Christiana, Norway, used
at present for printing and holding meetings, is larger
than is necessary, and will require a large amount
of means to provide for interest and future pay ments;
and—

WHEREAS, Another building can be erected, better
suited for their work, at less cost; therefore—

Resolved, That we approve of their effort to sell, and
make other arrangements

It was recommended that the Executive Com-
mitteeissue special credentials to those in the direct
employ of the General Conference, showing the
relation of each to the Conference; also the ixsue
of local credentials and licenses to those laboring
in fields outside of organized Conferences; these
credentials and licenses to be continued from time
to time by the General Conference, or at the dis-
eretion of the Conference Committee. Also that
the California Conference supply Nevada with
such help as it can consistently give; that an
experienced laborer be sent to the Southern
Atlantic States, to develop and build up the
interest already existing, instruct those laboring
there who are deficient in experience, and have
a supervision of the work, with the object of
bringing up the cause in all its branches; and in
view of the fact that Hld. J. O. Corliss has already
some acquaintance with that field, has felt a deep
interest in it, and has a burden to go there to
labor at the present time, that this field be as-
signed him till the providence of God shall indi-
cate that his duty lies in a different direction.

These recommendations being discussed at some
length by the Conference, they were adeopted as
the sense of the body. :

Resolved, That Eld. E. W. Farnsworth be recom-
mended to labor a part of the year, as the way may
open. in the Missouri Conference.

The Committee on Credentials and Licenses
suggested that credentials be grauted to Elds. J.
N. Apdrews, J. G. Matteson, J. N. Loughborough,
A. A John, B. L. Whitney, Geo. I. Butler, S. N.
Haskell, J. Fargo, J. O. Corliss; and that local
credentials be given to Elds. C. O. Taylor of
Alabama, Wm. F. Killen of Georgia, L. P. Hodges
of North Carolina, H. A. Rife of Virginia; also
that a Ship Missionary License be granted to
Geo. R. Drew of England.

The Committee on Nominations presented the
following names for officers of the Conference for
the coming year: For President, Geo. I. Butler;
Secretary, A. B. Oyen; Treasurer, Mrs. M. J.
Chapman; Executive Committee, G. I. Butler, S.
N. Haskell, J. Fargo. These persons were elected
to their respective offices.

Washington Territory and Oregon.

Tue following is from a private letter to the
editor of the SigNs:—

I am here in the northwest corner of the United
States, where the foot of an Adventist minis-
ter never before trod. I came in response to a
call from Bro. Jas. O'Neil.

When 1 came to this coast, I was told by those
whoshould know that there was butlittle chance to
labor in this Conference during the winter months,
on account of mud and rain. I felt much dis-
couraged at such a prospect; but on approaching,
I found ¢the lion chained.” It requires more of
an effort, though, on the part of both the congre-
gation and the minister. I make the fires, and
have the room all warm and lighted up, and
am ready to greet the new-comers. There are
many more openings than 1 can meet, notwith-

standing the mud and rain. I am sorry that our
new ministers do not take more to new fields.

Considering the sparsity of inhabitants, the at-
tendance here is good, and I trust a church may
yet be organized. I look with much hope for new
organizations, whose standard may be at a Spirit-
ural height. _

I am thankful that the Lord enabled you to so
successfully defend his truth during the California
struggle. '

We have since received the following report:—

Our meetings at this place closed on Sunday
evening, Dec. 17. A leader was chosen to take
charge of their Sabbath meetings. A Sabbath-
school and a T. and M. society were organized.
Upwards of twelve dollars’ worth of books were
purchased, beside those taken by the T.and M.
gociety.

Sabbath afternoon three souls were baptized
in the Nooksachk River. Two of these-had never
before found hope in Christ, one being the hus-
band of a Sabbath-keeping lady, and the other
a son of believing parents. Happy families.
“This is the happiest day of my life,” said the
devoted mother, as we walked from the banks of
the river. I hope a church may be organized
at this place before our next Conference.

PorrraNp—A number of our people are tempo-
raily located hére, among whom a Sabbath-school
was organized by Bro. R. D. Benham, a few
months since. Last Sabbath and Sunday labors
resulted in arrangements for Sabbath-meetings,
the election of a leader, the organization of a
branch missionary society, and social evening
readings of the “Spirit of Prophecy.” May the
Lord help these friends to realize the impor-
tance of keeping their lJamps trimmed and their
lights constantly—I do not mean occasionally,—
‘burning lest some poor soul, while watching in
vain for some beacon light, be wrecked in this
dangerous harbor.

Then, to whom would the blood of their souls be
charged ?

I held ten meetings with the church at East
Portland. They are actively engaged in their
missionary work, and theil labors are being blessed
of the Lord. Cuas. L. Boyp.

Dec. 26, 1882.

@emperance,

Two Robberies.

Two young men in our neighborhood had been
out with a threshing machine for two months.
They were paid off and started home with about
$100 each in their pockets. They came to a vil-
lage five miles distant just as it was getting dark.
One of them said: “ John, let's stop in town one
night, I want to see some of the boys.” “No,” said
John, “I'in going home; and you had better go,
too. If you stop, you may fall into bad company
and spend your money foolishly. Come on.”

Jim laughed, said he guessed he knew how to
take care of his money, and refused to go on. So
John left him and started to go home alome. It
was now dark, and the road was a lonely one;
but the young man went along whistling and
planuning what he would do with his money. Sud-
denly a great, burly fellow stepped out from the
shadow of a tree, and, pointing a pistol at his
head, said in a gruff voice, “Stand and deliver.”

Poor Jobn was startled. He did not know
what to do. He hated to give up his money, but
he did'nt want to be shot. So.he tried to parley
with the robber. It wasofno use,however. The
fellow was resolute. His only terms were: “Your
money or your life;” and the money had to be
surrendered. :

John reached home terribly disappointed. He
wished that he had stayed in town. He went in
early next morning and reported to the officers of
justice. They promised, of course, to try to arrest
the robber and get his money back. Bat of that
there was little hope, as he could not have identi-
fied the man if he had seen him. .

Passing down the street, he met Jim stumbling
along with his hat over his eyes. ¢Hello,” he
said, “is that you?”

Jim looked up like a man half awake, and re-
plied: “Yes, it’s me; but how are you here? I
thought you went home last night.”

“I did; but I had better have stayed with you;
for I was robbed on the way and lost all my
money.”

“Lost ail your money, did you? Well, I am in
the same fix.”

“Howso?”

~¢«I don't know exactly how. It seems like a
dream. You see, I went into Mike's saloon after
supper. Some of the boys came in. They were
all very glad to see me, and I treated all around.
Then some of them treated: They asked me
where 1 had been all these two months, and I
told them. ¢Got paid off ?’ asked Mike, with a
knowing wink. -

“Of course I did,” 1 answered, and feeling pretty
rich I took out the double eagles and showed them
to the boys. Well, we had a right jolly time. I
remember their asking me to play a game of cards,
and we kept on drinking while we played. And
the next thing that I remember was I woke in a
shed near Mike's saloon. It was broad daylight.
1 felt as weak and mean as if I had been sick a

month, I felt in my pockets for money, and it

was all gone. I went into the saloon and asked
Mike about it. He laughed, and said all he knew
was that I played cards with the boys and paid
off my losses like a man until I fell on the floor;
and then, as it was late and he wanted to shut
up, he told them that they must take me away,
and they did. I have been around to see some of
the boys, but they all say they are not the ones
who won my money, and seem to feel pretty bad
aboutit; and I don’t know what to do. I suppose
I shall have to stand it. But I wish that 1 had
gone home with you; for I would rather have
been robbed as you were than to be fooled as I
was, and feel as sick and mean as 1 do to-day.”
And John thought so, too. Hard as his case was,~
Jim’s was a good deal harder.
When the papers came out next day, there was

a paragraph in them about the bold robbery of a
young man on the highway, and how cruel it was
for the robber to take from him his hard earnings.
But not a word about the robbery of Jim in Mike’s
saloon. Mike advertisesin all the papers. When
the people read about the robbery of John, they
were very indignant. 'They said the officers onght
to find that villain, and that if caught he would
be severely punished. But when they heard
about the robbery of Jim they laughed. They
said if boys will play with a tiger they must expect

| to get scratched. . Some said Mike’s saloon was a

nuisance and ought to be abated. But how could
they abate it? for he was duly licensed. He paid
for the privilege of robbing his fellow-men. The
other fellow robbed without a license. Which is
the meaner and guiltier of the two ?—Rusticus, in
the Occident.

A Noble Stand.

Mgr. C. C. STUDEBAKER, of South Bend, Ind.,
was nominated for presiding officer by the Car-
riage Builders’ National Association, lately con-
vened in Philadelphia, but after thanking the
members for confidence in him, declined the honor.
He afterwards stated that the reason for his
refusal was that he could not in good conscience
preside at a table where wines were served, and
it was the custom of the Association to serve
wine to the guests at the annual banquet. Sub-
sequently the convention resolved ‘that this
association shall hereafter decline all invitations
extended to it as a body, by the local trade of any
city chosen for the place of meeting.” Concerning
this resolution, Mr. Studebaker said:—

“] heartily coincide with the resolution which
has been offered by Mr. Britton, of New York,
because these entertainments, and the accessories
to them, have been leading this association into
bad habits. In many cities and towns they would
be glad to entertain this association if it was not
for this extra entertainment. There is always
something connected with this entertainment
that is quite expensive. The eating may not be
very expensive, but the matter of drinking is. I
am very much opposed to that part of them, any-
how, and there are many men connected with this
agsociation who are also opposed to it. But they
get into it, and if their place is fixed upon to hold
the convention, it compels them to contribute to
a thing they utterly abhor. It islaying a temp-
tation before our fellow-men. I for one cannot
do it, and I will not do it. [ cannot go into any--
thing thatjlays a.temptation before my brother.
I am not willing to” do it, and I will not do it.
Therefore I am in favor of the resolution.”

TrE Cleveland Leader calls the cigarette-smok-
ing young man ¢third-class male matter,” Jsn’t
there a class lower than that? :
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The Home ircle.

“A HAPPY NEW YEAR.”

NEW mercies, new blessings, new light on thy way;
New courage, new hope, and ncw strength for each day;
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords of delight;
New songs in the morning, new songs in the night;

New wine in thy chalice, new altars to raise;

New fruit for thy Master, new garments of praise;
New gifts from his treasures, new smiles from his face;
New streams from the fountain of infinite grace;

New stars for thy crown, and new tokens of love;

New gleams of the glory that waits thee above; .

New light of his countenance, radiant and clear,—

All this be the joy of thy happy New Year! '
— Framces Ridley Havergal, in Christion Weekly.

A Happy New Year.

SOME DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING IT SO.

« Happy New YEAR!” How many voices have
uttered these words within the past week.
From parents, children, and friends we have
heard this joyful greeting spoken with a hearti-
ness that of itself would drive away a great
amount of sorrow.. What a power there is in
these few words! What new life and energy
they bring ! The custom of exchanging this New
Year's greeting is not to be despised. We are all
better for it. No matter how selfish we may be,
or how much absorbed in our own affairs, on one
day in the year we give expression to our good-
will to our neighbor. No one can receive this
greeting, given in a hearty tone, without afeeling
of pleasure; and no one can repeat it without ex-
periencing a more kindly feeling in bis breast.
He is to be pitied, who has no one to give him
this cheerful salutation; but he is far more an ob-
ject of pity, whose interest in the welfare of oth-
ers is 5o slight that he would withhold this simple
tribute of good-will.

1 said there is a power in these words, but I re-
call the statement. They contain no magic charm.
It is simply the hearty good-will of which they
are the expression that malkes them productive of
good. - Other words spoken in the same manner
would have the same effect. Then since we wish
our friends a happy New Year, why should we not
do our part toward making it so, by giving words
of cheer throughout the whole year? It is often
said in disparagement of kindly words, that they
cost nothing, that talk is cheap; if this be true,
then certainly we have no excuse for withholding
them.

But in spite of all the wishes for a happy New
Year, many will sadly fail to find it. Indeed there
are very few who have any just idea of how hap-
piness may be obtained. It is that for which all
the world are seeking, yet but few can conscien-
tiously say, “I am perfectly happy;’ and even
when found, it is often of short duration. It is
my purpose to give some very plain and simple
rules by which all may be truly happy. And if
all would follow them, they would be doubly
happy, for no individual can be happy without
contributing to the happiness of others. Happi-
ness is contagious; a wise man has said, “A
merry heart doeth good like a medicine.” These
rules have all been tested, and have proved to be
valuable; so none need hesitate to try them.
Here is the first:— :

« Happy is the people whose God is the Lord.”
This does not have reference to nations that are
called Christian because a large portion of the in-

" habitants profess faith in the Christian religion;
neither does it mean that any people or nation
should have a clause in their constitution declar-
ing that God is the ruler of the universe. Eng-
land and the United States are called Christian
nations, but this fact does not confer happiness
upon the individuals composing those nations. A
god is something that is worshiped; and if men
choose the Liord for their God, they must worship
him. Worship means reverence and submission;
therefore if we worship the Lord, we will do his
will; not from constraint, or for outward show, but
“in spirit and in truth.” So then, if we would
be happy, we must have the Liord for our God;
that is, we must do his will. But the will of Giod
is contained in his commandments; and this brings
us to another point.

«He that keepeth the law, happy is he.” To
many persons, especially the young, doing the

A}

will of God and being a Christian seem the far-
thest removed from happiness. They think that
if they do so, they must give up all pleasure, and
be gloomy. - But this is not so. If they will stop
and think, they will acknowledge that it is as the
Bible says. Who does not find that a service
rendered to another brings more real pleasure
than any amount of selfish enjoyment? Even
children realize that when they yield willing obe-
dience to their parents, the time passes more
swiftly, and they feel more light-hearted than
when intent on having their own way. And if
occasionally doing a kind act for our fellow-men

| has so much power to bring happiness, how much

more will service to God bring it. The fact is
that just as a loving parent desires only the wel-
fare of his child, so God calls on us to give up
nothing that is not injurious. He does not take
certain things from us in an arbitrary manner,
but simply those things which will mar our hap-
piness.

And when we have given up those things
which we do not need, and which are inconven-
ient for us to carry, God will give us .in return
rest and peace. One who had tried this method
of obtaining happiness, once exclaimed, “ Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee.” And another, who, although
eloquent, could find no words to describe this
peace, called it “the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding.” And this is why so few peo-
ple enjoy this peace. It has to be tested in order
to be appreciated; and most people want the hap-
piness first. They are not willing to do a thing
contrary to their natures, in hope that happiness
will follow. '

And this leads to another thought, and that is
that present enjoyment, no matter how keen it
may be, is not necessarily happiness, but is quite
often the reverse. It may not be generally known
that the words “happy” and “blessed” in .our
Bible are translated from the same original word,
but that is the case. So when we read, * Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake,” we might with propriety read, « Happy
are they which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake.” And we might also substitute «happy”
in the verse which reads, “Blessed are ye, when
men shall persecute you, and revile you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.” Indeed, the Bible itself makes this sub-
stitution. The apostle Peter says, “If ye suffer
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye;” and Job,
who certainly had experience enough to enable
bim to speak understandingly, said, * Happy is
the man whom God correcteth.”

According to these statements, a person may
be happy even in misery. This sounds like a
contradiction, but it is true. Here is the ex-
planation: The Bible considers matters in the
light of eternity, and not as compared with the
short life of a man. If a man should live to the
age of seventy years, and should in all that time
have not the slightest feeling of pain, except for
a single minute, he would say that he had always
bad good health. In looking over his life, that
minute of pain would sink into insignificance.
He would not be able to remember it. Well the
Bible takes into account the fact that man, if he
makes a proper use of this life, will live through
all eternity. But eternity cannot be measured.
Three thousand million years is a long time, but
it would be only the beginning of eternity; but
by the side of that long period of time, sevenly
years would appear more insignificant than one
minute would compared with seventy years. So
then, if a man should live to old age, and should
suffer during every moment of his life, and should
finally gain Heaven, his sufferings on this earth
would not even come into his -mind, so ‘short
would the period seem.

This thought should ever be with us. It will
help us to endure many things that otherwise
would be very severe. This is the surest way to
obtain happiness; in fact, it is the only way.
The person who depends on passing events for
happiness, will sometimes be happy and some-
times miserable; and when the event that gives
pleasure passes away, he cannot look forward,
but must look backward; and the thought of
what he has enjoyed will only increase his misery.
But the man who finds happiness according to
the Bible plan, cannot only enjoy the good things
that he may have in this life, but when sorrows
come he can look forward to an eternity of hap-
piness; and in contemplation of that, can find

joy in sorrow. And right here we have the tes-

timony of inspiration: “ For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
‘while we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen.”

Here is another point, which is really included
in that already mentioned. Itis this: “Ile that
hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.” If you
have never tried this, you have lost one of the
greatest pleasures of life. Our Saviour said, “It
s more blessed to give than to receive,” which

means that it makes a person really happier to '

give gifts than to receive them. Those of you
who have made presents to your friends and
relatives, can appreciate this to some extent. I
say, “to some extent,” for if we give merely to
our friends, who are not absolutely in need, we
lose the most of the pleasure. The text says,
“He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.”
Perhaps one reason why giving to the poor brings
80 much more happiness than giving to others, is
because they are less accustomed to receive gifts,
and the thought of their joy, even if we do not
witness it, adds to our happiness. Perhaps it is
because, “ He that giveth to the poor lendeth to
the Lord.” The Lord always pays back more
than we lend him; and although the principal
part will be paid in the next life, he gives us a
portion of our reward immediately. I think this
18 the chief reason. Shall we not, then, improve
this method of making ourselves happy daring
the whole year? Jesus said, ‘“the poor ye. bave
always with you;” so if we follow the Bible
plan, we need never be unhappy.

And finally, “He that trusteth in the Lord,
happy is he.” A state of perfect trust is one of
happiness. The word itself means confidence,
repose, contentment. Then if we have perfect
trust in God, we shall have learned in whatsoever
state we are, therewith to be content. But this
condition cannot be obtained without humility,
for God assists only the humble. ¢“For thus
saith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit.” We read also that
“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto
the humble.”

One passage in Bunyan’s ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress”
comes to my mind very often. It is the song
which the pilgrims heard the little shepherd boy
sing, a8 he watched his flock in the Valley of
Humiliation. These are the words: —

““He that is down needs fear no fall;]
He that is low, no pride.

He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide. §

e ad

¢J.am content with what I have,
Little be it, or much;
And, Lord, contentment still I crave,
Because thou savest such.”

Mr. Great Heart, the guide, said that this boy
had in his bosom a plant called Heart’s Ease,
which prompted his song of contentment. If
we are careful to obey God, and to love his law,
we may always carry this plant with us.

And now, dear friends, in whatever part of
the world you may be, I commend these rules to
you. They are not affected by any climate, but
are of universal application.
more directions of the same nature, contained
in the Bible, and I trust that you will make them
your daily study. Let these incite you to know
more of them. Let parents teach them to their
children, and let all practice them constantly,
and you will certainly have, what I most cordially
wish for every reader of the Sians, a happy New
Year. 0. I. E.

Good Company.

OnE evening a lady of New York, while on her
way home at a late hour, without an escort, was
approached by a lewd fellow, as the boat on
which they rode neared its landing, who asked—

“Are youalone?” ¢No, sir,” was the reply,
and, without further interruption, when the boat
touched, she jumped off.

“I thought you were alone,” said the fellow,
stepping to her side again. ’

“I am not,” replied the lady. :

“Why, I don’t see any one; who is with you?”

“God and the angels, sir; I am never alone ! ”

This arrow pierced the villain’s heart, and with
these parting words, “ You keep too good com-
pany for me, madam,” he shot out of sight, leav-
ing the heroic lady to enjoy her good company.

.

There are many
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

- Religious Notes.

. —-The native Christians of Madagascar have given a
million dollars during the last ten years for the spread
of the gospel. ’

—-The Catholic Telegraph suggests a lottery to pay
the debts of Archbishop Purcell. This would be mak-
ing one swindle pay for another.

—-Mr. Beecher says: “I think one reason why religion
does not spread more, is, that ministers have so little
religion.” = No one should know so well as he.

. —-A colporter in Spain has just been sent to prison
and condemned to pay a fine, because he would not
uncover his head when a priest passed with the via-
ticum.

—~Every number of the Christian Statesman contains
from one to three calls for National Reform Conven-
tions in the Western States. That cause is rapidly
gaining ground.

——The Church of England is the largest land owner
in the kingdem. Canon Wilberforce says that it is also
the largest owner of public houses,’'a fact which he
very properly calls “ a great scandal.”

+—The Jewish Messenger regrets that Mr. Morse
.cannot be induced to abandon his proposed Passion
Piay. It thinks the best form of rebuke will be for all
people to refrain from patronizing him.

—A few years ago a country book-seller sent to
Chicago an order for, “Six Primitive Christianity.”
An answer was sent-back in solid seriousness, “ No Prim-
itive Christianity to be found in Chicago.”

—The Christian Guardian says that the sexton is
responsible for about one-half the sleeping done in
church, and the minister for very nearly the other half.
We put in a plea for the Sabbath breakfast or dinner;
let it have its share of the credit.

—The New York Penal Code permits only works of
necessity to be performed on Sunday, and some of the
people are wondering whether a strict enforcement of
the law would not cause the number of discourses deliv-
ered on that day to be greatly diminished.

—-The Quakers have been quite successful in their
mission in Mexico. They have established their head-
quarters at Matamoras, where they have a $4,000
meeting-house. It is said that the Mexicans receive
the fri nds with much confidence, being attracted by
their peace principles.

—Mr. Frank James, the cut-throat, is posing as a
Christian now. From his luxuriant cell he has de-
nounced Ingersoll, declaring him to be a blasphemer
and a hypocrite, who, in ridiculing the Bible, “is sow-
ing the,seeds of iniquity in the minds of our youth.”
Let Ingersoll now subside. '

—The “ New York Sunday-closing League” has, just
been incorporated. The members, now numbering
1,500, will use every effort to enforce the Sunday Law.
Detachments of the League will patrol the streets, and
call the attention of the police to any infringement of
the law which they discover.

' —The Ewaminer, in noticing a book on the * Har-

" mony of the Bible with Science,” says that theress in it

“an old-fashioned sort of faith in the Bible,” and
almost immediately quotes from it that “the days of
creation are long periods of indefinite length.” We

would like to know how * old-fashioned” that belief is.-

‘We believe it is considerably newer than the Bible.

—We learn that the Salvation Army in England has
introduced a service of dancing as a means of drawing
crowds and winning converts. Well, dancing will draw
a larger crowd than almost anything else, and since a
crowd is what they are after, why not daunce. The same
thing is done by many churches in this country. They
do not exactly call it a religious service, but they dance
to obtain means to help along the religious services.
It’s all the same thing.

News and Notes.

—There are twenty-five deaths daily from cholera
in Tehuantepec.

—The English army of occupation in Egypt is to be
reduced one-half. *

—In New York City the births last year exceeded
the deaths by 10,500.

— Seventy-six deaths from small-pox occured in Bal-
timore the last week in the year.

—The Mayor of New York City has refused to grant
a license for the performance of the Passion Play.

—Efforts are being made to get Congress to require the
street railroads of Washington, D. C,, to adopt the cable
system. :

—The Mormon Smith, who killed his son near Los
Angeles, claiming to be inspired, has been found guilty
and sentenced to imprisonment for life.

—-There have been 5,636 buildings erected in Chicago
during the past year, at a cost of $25,600,000. The
frontage of the new structures is about fourteen miles.

—Gambetta, the famous French Statesman, died early
in the morning of Jan.1. His death produced a pro-
tound sensation throughout Europe, and is a great loss
to France. '

‘out and replenish the burned waste.

—By order of the education department, the school-
books in French Government schools are to be printed
in large type, on account of the recent great increase in
short-sightedness.

—Mr. Gladstone has just completed his fiftieth year
of public service, and on account of his age and want
of strength has withdrawn from the duties of Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer.

—The San Francisco courts granted 366 divorces
during the past year.. This is two more than in 1881,
and 14 per cent. of the whole number of marriages con-
tracted during the same time. .

—During the recent transit of Venus, Professor
Young, of Princeton College, discovered with the spec-
troscope unmistakable evidences of vapor of water in
the atmosphere of that planet.

—The floods in Germany have revived, and the rivers
are higher than ever. There has been great loss of life.
[n one place twenty persons were drowned by the fall-
ing of a bridge. TFive villages have been destroyed.

—-Citizens of California have presented a memorial
to Congress, for the abolition of labor on Sunday, in
the post-offices throughout the country. There is no
probability that it will have any effect on Sunday work.

—During the four months before the bill restricting
Chinese immigration went into effect, there were 18,400
arrivals in San Francisco, from China; but in the four
months following, there were only 236 arrivals from
China, and nearly all of these were Europeans.

—By the falling of a chimney at Bradford, Eng.,
thirty persons were killed, and fifty others injured.
Three thousand persons were thrown out of employ-
ment, ag eight mills that had flue connection with the
chimney, were obliged to stop. The damage to property
was over £60,000.

—During the President’s reception, Jan. 1, the Ha-
waiian Minister, Hon. Elisha H. Allen, dropped dead in
the White House. Mr. Allen was a native of Massa-
chusetts; he was appointed Consul to the Hawaiian Is-
lands in 1851, and soon after connected- himself with
that Government.

~—The Ford brothers, who were the companions in
crime of the James brothers, one of whom they killed,
were advertized to appear in Hartford, Conn., and- give
an illustration of their murderous methods. When the
time came, however, only two dollars had been received,
and the exhibition was not given., It is gratifyihg to
kaow that there is one city that will not pay a premium
on crime, or make heroes of cut-throats.

—Eastern cities are alarmed over the increase of
crime. - The state of affairs in Chicago, and Des Moines,
Towa, is such that the citizens have contemplated form-
ing a Vigilance Committee. In Cleveland, ladies have
been attacked early in the evening, on the principal
streets. Eleven persons were robbed within a week.
In Keokuk, Towa, there were thirty-eight burglaries in
four nights, without a single arrest.

—A remarkable statement was made receutly before
a scientific body in London—-the statement given as on
the authority of Mr. Veitch, the well-known author of
“Coniferse ’—~that the cones of many of the species on
the Pacific Coast never open and permit the seed to
escape unless opened by a forest fire, they thea fall
“ They hang on
the trees for many generations—-even for thirty years.”

—Chicago has become so infested with thieves and
cut-throats, and the police force 8 8, small and incom-
petent, that the business men are talking of forming a
vigilance committee. The police records show that in
three weeks of December seventeen persons were as-
saulted and robbed in the streets, and some of them
dangerously injured; and it is not probable that more
than one-third of the cases are reported to the police.
Qur paper says that life and property were safer in San
TFrancisco prior to -the organization of the famous.|
vigilance committee, than they are to-day in Chicago.

—Herr Most, the Socialist, is in Chicago. In a speech
he said that the only thing to be done 1s to kill. *The
trouble in the French Revolution was that when the
people got the upper hand they stopped killing. when
they should have kept on. The people here must kill,
must open banks and stores and help themselves to
anything they wanted. The bankers and capitalists
must be set to work on the streets.” His remarks are
of no consequence, except that they show the feeling
which actuates a certain class which js increasing in,
this country as well as in Europe. The speech was
uproariously applauded.

| @bituary,

Coon.—Died in Burrough Valley, Cal., December 2
1882, of heart disease, Jacob Coon, in the eighty-fitst year
of his age. He retired feeling about as usual. but in the
morning we found him peacefully sleeping to awaken
no more till the last trumpet shall sound. He hasmade
his home with his daughter, Sister J. Hutchings. who
moved to Healdsburg about two months ugo, where sh.
expected her father to join her. He has keps the Sab-
bath for some time though not a member of the S. D.
A. Church. His Christian character was such as to
command the love and respect of all who know him.

As Sister Hulchings has been bereft of a kind and lov-
ing father and her hopes of meeting him here have been
blasted, may it be theirs to meet in the earth made new.
He leaves a large circle of friends who hope to meet him
when the Master comes to make up his jewels. His re-
mains were taken to Fairview where they were placed
beside his grandchildren. Remarks and prayer at the
grave by Eid. W. R. Smith. - N. H.

KriNne—Died in Etna, Siskiyou Co., Cal., Dec. 11,
1882, Mrs. Clara Belle Kline, aged 19 years, 8 months,
and 29 days. A little less than three months ago she
was married to Mr. C. W. Kline of Arbuckle, Colusa
County, her maiden name being Miss Clara B. Francis.
Immediately after their marriage she left with her
husband for his home, where she remained until about
two weeks ago. Her health being very poor her physi-
cians advised a visit to this place, in hopes that the
mountain air would be beneficial to her health. Pre-
vious to Monday she was able to be around, but Monday
morning she was taken unusually ill, and died at half-
past 9 o’clock the same evening. The funeral took
place Thursday afternoon, and was largely attended—
all the stores closing out of respect to her memory.
She leaves a husband, brothers, and sister, on this coast,
who mourn not as thoze who have no hope, for we be-
lieve she will live again, and we hope to be prepared to
meet her in thé firsv resurrection. We would like the
prayers of our people in this time of sorrow.

Mgs. FrorrNce I. SRELTON
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Che Signs of the Times,

OARLAND, CAL, FIFTH-DAY, JANUARY 4, 1883,

THE change of the name of the General Tract and
Missionary Society to “The International Tract and
Missionary Society,” is an indication of the rapid
spread of the work. It is a very appropriate name, for
a message that is world-wide.

THE National Liberator, of Chicago, a/nd‘the Lever,
of Detroit, have been consolidated. Both papers have
done good work in the temperance cause. and have
done much to mould public sentiment. We trust that
the change will be for the better, and that the Lever
will now have more than a double portion of influence
for good. ) :

WE hear on all sides the exclamations, “ How quickly
the year has passed away!” “It seems only a few
months since the last year began.” Time does fly
swiftly. The psalmist described the case exactly when
he said, “We spend our years as a tale that is told.’
And the most solemn thought of all is that we have
only a very few more to spend on this earth. How will
we improve them? Whoever intends to do anything
must do it now.

WE notice with pleasure that several churches in the
East have reversed the usual order of Christmas exer-
cises. Instead of feceiving presents, the members make
donations to the church. The childrén, it is stated,
not only volunteered to go without their usual presents
but freely gave of their own savings. Weknow from ex-

The children are better pleased, as there is no chance
for envious feelings, and they learn the truth of the
words, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Extraordinary Weather.

THE year 1882 signalized itself in California by clos-
ing with a snow-storm. For several days the weather
had been unusually cold, and on the morning of the
31st, ice an eighth of an inch thick was found on water
standing out-of-doors. About eleven o’clock the snow-
flakes began to fall thick and fast, and by two o’clock
Oakland was covered with snow to the depth of two
inches. Little children, and many of a larger growth
unmindful of the Sunday Law, found “rest and rec-
reation ” in the unusual pastime of snow-balling. To
the children of California birth the storm was a novelty,
few of them heving ever seen snow before. To those
who hailed from the East, the sight of green leaves and
grass, geraniums, fuchsias, and calla lilies in a back-
ground of snow, made the storm still more of a novelty.
That veracious individual, “ the oldest inhabitant,” was
for once nonplussed. Twice before has snow fallen in
San Francisco, 1856 and 1868, but not to compare with
this ogcasion. '

Toward evening the weather moderated, and rain
began to fall; and to-day, Jan. 1, everything is as fresh
as after an April shower. Only the snow on the distant

of «“ Eastern weather.” '

Sickness of Bro. Rogers.

THE many friends of Bro. Sanford Rogers, who have
heard of the accident that lately befell him, are doubt-'
less anxious to learn as to his welfare. He was hurt on
Tuesday, Dec. 12, by the upsetting of a wagon on the
mountain-side, at the Rural Health Retreat, St. Helena,
he being underneath the box, and dragged some six rods
in that position. The following extract from a letter
dated Dec. 29, froma Dr. Chase, who is attending him,
gives in few words the extent of his injuries, and his
present condition:— : ‘ '

“His injuries were of a general character.' Three
bones of the right wrist, and the lower extremity of the
ulna, were broken up, with severe fleshy lacerations.
Several severe cuts and bruises on face and scalp—all
healing. A great number of sprains, strains, and bruises
on left arm, chest, abdomen, back, and both lower ex._
tremities; from these he is recovering. He sustained
injuries within the cavities of the chest and abdomen,

that are slowly disappearing. He is slowly, but I think ‘
surely, convalescing; i5 now able to sit up in bed,
propped by pillows, long /euough to eat his meals.”

0

An Exi)lanation..

AT the General Conference we learned that the ques-
tion had hbeen raised, why the California Conference
failed to give credentials to Eld. Loughborough, also
that, by this fajlure on the part of that Conference, he
had been left without credentials. An explanation is
due, and we give it as follows:—

1. When his name was presented by the Committee
on Credentials, we were informed that he received
credentials from the General Conference.

2. We knew that he should have received credentials
from the General Conference; it did not appear to us
fitting that he should have to look to. California for
permission to labor in a foreignland under the direc-
tion of the General Conference.

3. Since our connection with the California Con-
ference, we have tried to have the same order’ carried
out which we carry out in the church. In the church
of Oakland we have frequent examinations of the roll
of membership; if any are delinquent or in trial, we

have them visited; if any are so far fallen away that|

we cannot benefit them, we cut them off; if any have
moved away, we promptly invite them to transfér their
membership to some church nearer to their residence,
if any such there be.*¢@ur object is to make our church
roll represent, as nearly as possible, our actual working
force. ‘

And so in the Conference. We have’ opposed the]

practice, too prevalent in many places, of granting
licenses where there was little or no prospect of their

being used. And we have been working toward the|

point of granting credentials only to actual laborers
within the bounds of the Conference. We have not
been 'able yet to carry this out fully, but we are ap-
proaching to it. If this were carried out in all the
Conferences, it could more easily be told what the work-
ing force of the Seventh-day Adventists is. In many

cases the list of credentials and licenses badly misrep- ‘

resents the standing of the Conference by which they
are given. We invite the officers of all the Conferences
to join us in' the effort to work a reform in this respect.
And if the California Conference hereafter declines to
give credentials to ministers of other Conferences, they
may understand that it is not b cause of want of re-
spect to them. ’

Sunday Law in New York.

OUR readers must not suppose, because we have had
but little to say of late in regard to the Sunday ques-
tion, that it is a dead issue. On the contrary, it is one
of the most live questions of the day. The Sunday
advocates in this State have apparently abandoned
the field, but they are simply laying plans for a more
vigorous campaign by and by. In New York, however,
the subject is before the people, and we shall endeavor
to keep our readers informed as to its progress. Some
interesting.items in regard to it appear-in our ex-
changes. We do not find any -more consistency in them
than in the papers on this coast. They are agreed
only on one point; they want Sunday observance en-
forced by law. The Statesman says:—

“The Baptist Preachers’ Meeting adopted resolutions
which supported ‘it on the ground that by the united
testimony of physicians, and the teachings of ex-
perience, one day’s rest in:-seven is found to be abso-
lutely necessary for the best physical, mental, and
moral health of man; and it has been demonstrated
by the best political economists that to work seven
days in the week does not increase wealth, but does
lower wages. It was deemed inexpedient to base their
plea on any higher aigument than this.”, :

We congratulate our Baptist.brethren on their wisdom
and caution. Some are unwise enough to urge think-
ing people to keep Sunday on the ground that-the Bible
teaches Sunday observance; but the members of this
association, like the California Christian Advocate,
know that they *cannot sustain it before the people,

if rthey claim its sanctity as a religious institution.” |

They are on ‘safe ground, when they say that “one
day’s rest in seven is found to be absolutely necessary
for the best physical, mental, and moral health of
man;’ but they forgot to tell us why the rest must be

‘on Sunday. It was doubtless deemed “inexpedient”

to try to establish this point.

“« REMEMBER the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in 1T
thou shalt not do any work.”—BIBLE.

‘tertain all from a distance.

- Appointments.

Quarterly Meetings for California.

'S8ABBATH and Sunday, January 6, 7, 1883, are the
days appointed for our church and T. and M. quarterly
meetings, when every member of each church should
attend. Those who cannot be present at these meet-
ings should report by letter, that all may be heard from.
All should bring in their tithes for the last quarter, or
send them to the treasurer of the church, before the
report is made up. |

District quarterly meetings will be held January 13,
14, at places designated by the directors, who we hope
will be present, and see that all is being done that can
be to advance the work and encourage the merbers of

| the society in their district, and see that they are sup-

plied with publications and periodicals.

The work will not prosper unless each member feels
the burden, and puts forth efforts in harmony with the
light he has received. We hope that the blessing of
the Lord may attend these meetings, and that we may
have a good report from a large majority of the mem-
bers of the society. M. C. ISRAEL,

) Vice- President T. and M. Society.

THE district quarterly meeting for district No. 1 will
be held at Healdsburg, Sabbath and first-day January
13, 14. % The first meeting will be held on the evening
of-thg¥Sabbath (Friday night), at 7 o’clock. It is ex-
pectedl that each church in the district will be represen-
ted zat this meeting. Preparation will be made to en-
Come prepared to remain
over the two days, as important matters pertaining to
the work will be considered.

‘We expect to have the labor and counsel of Sr. White -

at this meeting. and hope to have one of the best meet-
ings ever held by our people.
by his Spirit will meet with us, and fit us up to act
better our part in his serviee. W, INGs, Director.

Oakland.

\

THE church quarterly meeting will be held Sabbath,
Jan. 6. The business of the Tract and Missionary So-
ciety will be transacted at the regular meeting, Tuesday
evening, Jan. 9. On Sabbath, Jan. 13, some matters
pertaining to the missionary work, will be presented.
A general attendance at all these meetings is most ear-
nestly requested. N. E.J. WaceeoNER.
: Director Dist. No. 7.

LIFE- SK-ETCHES.

THE EARLY LIFE, CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, AND LEXTENSIVE
. JLABORS OF

ELDER JAMES WHITE,
. AXND HIS WIFE,

MRS. ELLEN G. WHITE.

Tug production of this book was the last literary labor performed by
Elder White. As nearly the whole of his active labor was performed in
connection with the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, which he was
largely instrumental in founding, the work is necessarily quite a com-
plete history of that people.

The book abounds in interesting incidents, personal sketches, and
religious experiences, some of which are quite remarkable, and altogether
it forms a volume at once *nstructive and interesting. ’

416 pp. Price, $1.25. . -

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

FEE SPIRIT OF GOD: ITS OFFICES AND..

MANIFESTATIONS 'TO THE END
- OF THE CHRISTIAN AGE.

By EupER J. H. WAGGONER.

Y Ay

Tris is & brief but [comprehensive argument on the'solemn and im
portant subject of the Spirit of God. Its chapters embrace the following
heads: The Holy Spirit of Promise; The Power from on High; Circum-
cision of the Heart: The Unity of the Faith; The Law and the Testi-
mony; T.; tha Sviriss; The Great Commission; +Gifts in the Reformation;
In the Present Century; Spirit of Prophecy Restored. These arc sub-
jects of vital importance to all, and especially to those who are looking
for the return of their Lord. 144 pp. Price, 15 cents.

Address, SIGNS OF THE ’I“l.\!Es, Oakland, _szL

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

‘ PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAXND, CAL., FOR TUE
Missionary Society of Seventh-day Adventists.

A twelve-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of the

‘Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Harmony of the -

Law and Gospel, with Departments devoted to Temperance, The Home
Circle, the Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-school. -

Price Per Year, - - - - .- $2.00
In Clubs of five or more copies to one address, to be used in Mis-
sionary Work, - - 3 - - - 1.50

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

Address,
N —OR—

‘Review axp HEraLD, Battle Creek, | ELp. J. N. LouGHEOROUGH, RAVEXNS-

Michigan. . wood, Shirley Road, Southamp-
MRs. EvizA PALMER, Sec. N. E. Tract ton, England.
Society, South Lancaster, Mass. | Mrs. C. L. Boyp, Salem, Oregon.
B
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Come praying that God
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