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¢¢Behold, T come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”” Rev. 22:12,
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HELP IN CHRIST.

’T1s true the road we do not know,
And sometimes feel afraid to go;

Bat Christ, our Master, goes befor-,
And where ’tis rough will help us o’er.

"Tis sometime- rocky, somet mes steep,
Or Jeads o” r foaming waters deep,
With cliffs that frown above our head,
And snares beneath, and pitfalls spread.

But though it seems a dang-rous way, '
Let not our ready steps delay,

So long as Curist, our Leader, knows

The snares and dangers which oppose.

We do not know what’s known to him ;
His eye is bright, though ours be dim;
To him the way is straight aud clear,
T. en let us follow with ut fear
—1. C. Upham, in World’s Chrisis.

General Articles,

Christian Unity.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

) ( Concluded. ) :
* CHRIsTIANS should regard it as a religious duty to
tepress a spivit of envy or emulation. They should
rejoice in the superior reputation or prosperity of
their brethren, even when their own character or
achievements seem to be cast in the shade. It was
the pride and ambition cherished in the heart of
Satan that banished him from Heaven. These evils
are 'deeply rooted in our fallen nature, and if not

removed they will overshadow every good and noble

quality, and bring forth envy and strife as their bale-
ful fruits. :

We should seek for true goodness, rather than
greatness. Those who possess the mind of Christ
will have humble views of themselves. They will
labor for the purity and ' prosperity of the church,
and be ready to sacrifice their own interests and
desires rather than to cause dissension among their
brethren.

Satan is constantly seeking to cause distrust,
alienation, and malice among God’s people. We
shall be often tempte to feel that our rights are
invaded, when there is no real cause for such feel-
ings. Those whose love for self is stronger than
their love for Christ and his cause, will place their
own interests first, and resort to almoss any expe-
dient to guard and maintain them. When they con-
sider themselves injured by their brethren, some will
gven go to law, instead of following che Saviour's

““Even many who appear to be conscientious
istiang are hindered by pride and self-esteem from
ng privately to those they think in error, that
ey may talf the matter over in the spirit of Christ,
and prey forfgne another. Contentions, strife, and

n brethren are a’' disgrace to the
cause of truth.” Those who take such a course
expose the church to the ridicule of, her enemies, and
cause the powers o1 darkness to triumph. They are

piercing the wounds cof Christ afyesh, and putting !

him to an open shame. By ignoring the authority
of the church, they show contempt for God, who gave
to the church its authority. \

Paul writes to the Galatians: “I would they were
even cut off which trouble you. For, brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty

. for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one
i another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even
!in this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. But
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that
ye be not consumed one of another. This I say
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the
lust of the flesh.”
False teachers had brought to the Galatians doc-
trines that were opposed to the gospel of Christ.
Paul sought to expose and correct these errors. He
greatly desired that the fulse teachers might be
separated from the church, but their influence had
affected so many of the believers that it seemed
hazardous to take action against them. There was
danger of causing strife and division which would be
ruinous to the spiritual interests of the church. He
therefore sought to impress upon his brethren the
importance of trying to help one another in love.
He declared that all the requirements of the law
setting forth our duty to our fellow-men are fulfilled
in love to one another. He warned them that if they
indulged hatred and strife, dividing into parties, and
like the brutes biting and devouring one another,
they would bring upon themselves present unhappi-
ness and future ruin. There was but one way to
prevent these terrible evils, and that was, as the
apostle enjoined upon them, to “walk in the Spirit.”
They must by constant prayer seek the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, which would lead them to love and
unity.
A house divided against itself cannot stand.
‘When Christians contend, Satan comes in to take
control. How often has he succeeded in destroying
the peace and harmony of churches. What fierce
controversies, what bitterness, what hatred, has a
. very little matter started! What hopes have been
blasted, how many families have been rent asunder
by discord and contention!
| Paul charged his brethren to beware lest in trying
: to correct the faults of others, they should commit
sins equally great themselves. He warns them that
hatred, emulation, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
| and envyings are as truly the works of the flesh as
| are lasciviousness, adultery, drunkenness, and mur-
'der, and will as surely close the gate of Heuven
against the guilty.
! Christ declares, ‘“ Whosoever shall offend one of
these little ones that believe in me, it is better for
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck,
|'and he were cast into the sea.” Whoever by .willful
! deception or by a wrong example misleads a disciple
of Christ, is guilty of a great sin. Whoever would
" make him an object of slander or ridicule is insulting
Jesus. Our Saviour marks every wrong done to his
followers.

How were those punished who in olden time made
light of what God had chosen as sacred to himself !
Belshazzar and his thousand lords profaned the
golden vessels of Jehovah, and praised the idols of
Babylon. But the God whom they defied was a
‘witness of the unholy scene. In the midst of their
sacrilegious mirth, a bloodless hand was seen tracing
mysterious characters upon the palace wall. Filled
with terror, king and courtiers heard their doom pro-
nounced by the servant of the Most High.

Let those who.delight to trace words of calumny
and falsehood against the servants of Christ remem-
ber that God is a witness of their deeds. Their
slanderous touch is not profaning soulless vessels,
but the characters of those whom Christ has pur-
chased by his blood. The hand which traced the

. cowardly and cruel Amalekites.

characters upon the walls of Belshazzar’s palace, keeps
faithful record of every act of injustice or oppression

! committed against God’s people.

Sacred history presents striking examples of the
Lord’s jealous care for the weakest of his children.

During the journeying of Israel in the wilderness,

the weary and feeble ones who had fallen behind the
body of the people, were attacked and slain by the
Afterward Israel
made war with the Amalekites and defeated them.

"« And the Lord ~said unto Moses, Write this

<

| trembling faith upon God.

for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in
the ears of Joshua; for I will utterly put out
the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.”
Again the charge was repeated by Moses just before
his death, that it might not be forgotten by his poster-
ity: “Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the
way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; how he
met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee,
even all that.were feeble behind thee, when thou
wast faint and weary, and he feared not Gol. - . .
Thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek
from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.”

If God thus punished the cruelty of a heathen
nation, how must he regard those who, professing to
be his people, will make war upon their own brethren
who are worn and wearied laborers in his cause.
Satan has great power over those who yield to his
control.. It was the chief priests and elders—the
religious teachers of the people—that, urged on the
murderous throng from the Judgment Hall to
Calvary. There are hearts to-day among the pro-
fessed followers of Christ, inspired by the same spiiit
that clamored for the crucifixion of our Saviour. Let
the workers of evil remember that to all their acts
there is one witness, a holy, sin-hating God. He will
bring all their works into Judgment; with every
secret thing. i

“We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities
of the wealk, and not to please ourselves. Let every
one of us please his neighbor for his good to edifica-
tion. For even Christ pleased not himself.” As
Christ has pitied and helped us in our weakness and
sinfulness, so should we pity and help others. Many
are perplexed with doubt, burdened with infirmities,
weak in faith, and unable to grasp the unseen; bus a
friend whom they can see, coming to them in Christ’s
stead, can be as a connecting link to fasten their
Oh, this is a blessed
work! Let not pride and selfishness prevent us from
doing the good which we may do, if we will work in
Christ’s name, and with a loyving, tender spirit.

“ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted. Bear ye one anothei’s burdens, and so ful-
fill the law of Christ.” Here, again, our duty is
plainly set before us. How can the professed follow-
ers of Christ so lightly regard these inspired injunc-
tions? Not long since I received a letter describing
a circumstance in which a brother had manifested
indiscretion. Although it occurred years ago, and
was a very small matter, hardly worthy of a second
thought, the writer stated that it had forever
destroyed her confidence in that brother. If that
sister’s life should show, upon review, no greater
errors, it would be indeed a marvel, for human
nature is very weak. I have been and am still
fellowshiping as brethren and sisters those who have
been guilty of grave sins, and who even now do not
see their sins as God sees them. But the Lord bears
with these persons, and why should not I? He will
yet cause his Spirit so to impress their hearts that
sin will appear to them as it appeared to Paul,
exceedingly sinful.

We know but little of our own hearts, and have
but littlé sense of our own need of the mercy of God.
This is why we cherish so little of that sweet com-
passion which Jesus manifests toward us, and which
we should manifest toward one another. We should
remember that our brethren are weak, erring mortals,
ike ourselves. Suppose that a brother has through
unwatchfulness been over-borne by temptation, and
contrary to his general conduct has committed
some error; what course shall be pursued toward
him ? We learn from Bible history that men whom
God had used to do a grest and good work com-
mitted grave sins. -The Lord did not pass these by
unrebuked, neither did he cast off his servants.
‘When they repented, he graciously forgave them,
and revealed to them his presence, and wrought
through them. ILet poor, weak mortals. consider how
great is their own need of pity and forbearance
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from God and from their brethren. Let them beware
how they judge and condemn others. We should
give heed to the instruction of the apostle: “Ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted.””  We may fall under temptation, and need
all the forbearance which we are called to exercise
toward the offender. ¢ With what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure
ve mete, it shall be measured to you again.”

The apostle adds a caution to the independent and
self-confident: “If a man think himself to be some-
thing, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.
Every man shall bear tis own burden .” He who
considers himself superior in judgment and experience
to his brethren, and despises their counsel and
admonition, evinces that he is in a dangerous delu.
sion. The heart is deceitful. He should test his
character and life by the Bible standard. God’s
word sheds an unerring light upon the pathway of
man’s life. Notwithstanding the many influences
which arise to divert and distract.the mind, those
who honestly seek God for wisdom will be guided
into the right course. Every man must at last
stand or fall for himself, not according to the opinion
of the party that sustains or opposes him, not accord-
ing to the judgment of any man, but according to his
real character in the sight of God. The church may
warn, counsel, and admonish, but it cannot compel
any to take a right course. Whoever persists in dis-
regarding the word of God must bear his own burden,
—answer to God for himself, and suffer the conse-
quences of his own course.

The Lord has given us in his word definite, unmis-
takable instructions, by obedience to which we may
preserve union and harmony in the church. Brethren
and sisters, are you giving-heed to these inspired
injunctions? Are you Bible-readers, and doers of the
word ! Are you striving to fulfill the prayer of
Christ, that his followers might be one? ¢ The God
of patience and consolation grant you to be like-
minded one toward another according to Christ
Jesus, that ye may with one mind and one mouth
glorify God.” “Finally, brethren, be perfect, be of
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the
God of love and peace shall be with you.”

Certainty of Christ’s Personal Coming.

In the Christian Union of December 28, Lyman
Abbott speaks thus of the coming of Christ:—

But it 18 a strange and inconsequential logic
which concludes that he will not come again be-
cause history has perpetually baffled all this ir-
reverential guess-work. If there is not to be a
fature and more glorious revelation of Christ to
men, then all the prophetic revelation of the
Scripture is falsified, and the Bible is no book of
divine promise. The prophecy, of a first coming
of the Messiah is not so clear in the Old Testa-
ment as the prophecy of a second coming is in
the New Testament. It is the hope held out to
his church for the future. It is explicitly reiter-
ated and promised by Christ. It was unmistaka-
bly the anticipation of his apostles. It is made
by both the basis of many a practieal exhortation.

The disciples are bid to be ever hastening toward |’

the coming of their Lord; to live soberly in this
present life, looking for that blessed hope and
glorious appearing; to be as virgins, with lamps
trimmed and burning, that wait for the bride-
groom; to be as stewards keeping their trust till
their King returns to receive their accounting.
Are they oppressed? They are to be patient unte
the coming of.the Lord. Are they in sorrow?
They are to comfort one another with the hope
of the day when the Lord shall descend from
heaven with a shout. Are they weary of wait-
ing? They are warned against scoffers who ask,
Where is the promise of his coming? With this
hope Christ comferts his disciples ere he departs
from them. With this the angels again enceur-
age them after his resurrection. It is idle to dt-
tempt to interpret these prophecies by the gradual
and invisible appearing of Christ in the spiritual
experience of his own disciples. The exegesis
which can thus explain away the words of Script-
ure, can at will make nothing out of something,
and something out of nothing. The one appear-
ing is gradual, the other is to be sudden like a
stroke of lightning; the one is invisible, the other
shall be seen of all men; the one is without obser-
vation, the other with a shout and the sound of a
trumpet; the one is recognized only by believers,
and sometimes with difficulty even by them, the
other -hall bring terror to the foe and triumph
to the Iriend of Christ. 1 would not put undue

emphasis on the emphatic words of the angel at
the time of the Ascension: “This same Jesus
which is taken up into heaven shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven;”
but if they do not indicate a far different mani-
festation of Christ from any we have seen in the
gradual development of a Christian spirit among
men, words have no meaning.

The Spirit the Only Guide.

THE Christian Union having printed several

* |articles on “ What to Believe about the Bible,” a

correspondent, who says that for thirty years he
lived a skeptic, and believed in the infallibility
of human reason as a guide in religious matters,
gives his testimony as follows. We think he has
the right idea of the matter:—

Do not Christian teachers sometimes undertake
the work which alone belongs to the Spirit, in
trying to prove the divine origin of the Bible and
the plan of salvation to people ruled alone by
“human reason,” and by so doing place “a stum-
bling-block " in their path?

It seems to me that teachers too often ignore
the work that the Holy Spirit must perform on a
person before he can understand or believe the
truths taught in the Bible, and- thus are led into
controversies that are positively injurious to the
cause of Christ. '

The Bible and my own experience teach me
that the carnal mind, which is the natural mind
guided by “human reason,” cannot understand
the spiritual teachings of the Bible. I believe
thousands of honest skeptics have gone down to
the grave nunbelievers because the {eachers of
Christ’'s mission have failed to impress the truth
upon the minds of their hearers that it is through
the agency of the Holy Spirit above that they can
understand the Scriptures.

It makes no difference how learned a man may
be, how perfect his reasoning powers the Bible,
with all its saving truths, will remain a sealed
book to him except he will become “as a little
child,” in order to receive the Spirit, “ which only
can guide him in the way of all truth,” “which
will:teach kim all things.” «“For no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost.”
“The natural man cannot receive the things of
the Spirit.” “They are foolishness to him.”

To me one of the greatest as most unanswerable
proofs of the truth of the Bible, and that the plan
of salvation is of divine origin, is that, from the
fall of Adam to the establishment of the Kingdom
on the day of Pentecost, it is in almost every par-
ticular directly contrary to «ny plan that human
reason unguided by the divine Spirit could have
devised, and therefore the Bible is not a reason-
able Book to any one that has not been ‘born
again.”

It seems to me that Christ’s interview with
Nicodemus should be carefully studied by Chris-
tians before they attempt a controversy with
skeptics.

Christians for the World—Not of It.

THERE was a prodigious significance in that in-

tercessory prayer of our Lord on the eve of his’

sufferings: ¢ I pray not that thou shouldst take
them out of the world, but that thou shouldst
keep them from the evil.” The preservation of
the world from moral ruin depended on the pres-
ervation of the church of God. “Ye are my
witnesses,” said the Master. The followers of
Christ were to be his representatives; the visibil-
ity of Christ on earth was to be in the persons—
in the acts and lives of those whom he had re-
deemed to be a peculiar people, zealous in good
works. They were to be a wholesome leaven, pen-
etrating the whole mass of humanity; they were
to be the salt of the earth, preserving society
from putrefaction by the savor of pure godliness.
“Let your lights. shinel” To ‘“shine” means
something more than the possession of a renewed
heart or the enjoyment of an inward peace. It
signifies the luminous reflection of Christ in char-
acter and conduct.

This world cannot afford to have Christians de-
generate or become demoralized. No city can
afford to have its gas apparatus so damaged as to
leave its streets in darkness; or its sanitary sys-
tem 80 neglected as to leave it a prey to typhoid
fevers or cholera. Divine grace is imparted in
order to purify its possessor; and he, in turn, is
to do his part to purify the community. If he
fails, the community is the loser. We, who pro-

fess to call ourselves Christians, ought to know
that the world expects us to stand for righteous-
ness,and never to compromise; to act as disen-
fectants and to maintain our savor; to hold them
up, and not to be dragged down by them. If all
the Christianity in existence were to become
bankrupt in character, even the scoffers them-
selves would be frightened. Sneer as they may,
they expect us to stand by our colors. Our de-
sertion of God and of the right would not only
disgrace us; it would alarm even the ungoaly.
«If this world is so bad with the Christian relig-
ion,” said the shrewd Franklin, ¢ what would it
be without it?”

A personal incident will illustrate this ser-
reliance which the people of the world have -
the people of God. A young man, whe -
professed Christian, was seeking to wir
and hand of a young lady of wealth . . °
His suit did not prosper, and one <~

N
him: “You know that you are - .

.er
and I am a gay girl, very for . . . call
the pleasures of the world "+~ 10 sus-
pect that his religion w~ Y. ' his sue-
cess in winning her' ... ou . .y bim. He

accordingly applied .
(which must have be. s08e in its joints)
for a release from hisme  .ship They granted
it. “Now,’ said he to ner, when he met her
again, “the barrier is removed. 1 have with-
drawn from my church and I do not make any
profession to be a Christian.” The honest-hearted
girl turned on him with diggust and horror, and
said to him: « M , you know that I have led
a frivolous life and I feel too weak to resist temp-
tations. I determined that I never would marry
any man who was not strong enough to stand firm
himself and to hold me up also. I said what I
did just to try you,; and, if you have not principle
enough to stick to your faith, you have not prin-
ciple enough to be my husband. Let me never
see you again.”

Whether this incident be actual or not, the les-
son it teachesis beyond dispute. The world ex-
pects Christians to stand by their colors; when
we desert them, we not only dishonor our Master
and ourselves, but we disappoint the world. Con-
formity to the world will ngver convert it. “Come
out and be ye separate,” saith the Lord, “‘and
touch no unclean thing.”” Even if the world could

. of his church

succeed in bringing the church down to-its own

standard of opinion and practice, it would only
work its own moral destruction. It would ex-
tinguish the light-houses which illuminate its own
channels; it would destroy the spiritual leaven
which Christ has ordained and prepared to save
human society from corruption. ‘

The demand of this time is not to lower the
claims of God, but to elevate them; not to weaken
the authority of divine inspiration, but to rein-
force it; not to unloose obligations to Bible creeds,
but to tighten; not to accommodate Christianity to
the thought and fashion of the times, but to keep
it stoutly and steadily up to its primitive standards.
Not only must we stand fast to the faith once de-
livered to the saints, but to the practices enjoined
in God’s word. The church of this day is in no
danger of excessive Puritanism. The peril is in
the opposite direction. Conformity to the world
is weakening the backbone of the church, and
thus far diminishing its power to lift the world up
toward God. “If thou wouldst pull a man. out
of a pit,” said quaint old Philip Henry, ¢“thou
must have a good foothold, or else he will pull
thee in.” »

In no direction should Christians make their
testimony niore emphatic than in the line of right-
eous living.  The sin of modern civilization has
been well described as “making more of cond:-
tion than it dves of character.”” The very essenc
of Bible religion is to make chars¢ «~ ~vory<h
and conduct the test and evider . . <l
By their fruits ye shall know
tree good and the fruits shall b .y

the core of Christ’s practic . g -

“ggve himself for us that } o

from all iniquity and purify + 7 . if a pecul-
iar people.” Tha Revised ¥ ..:i0 « ,it “that he
might purify = .« ! aself . . e for his own
possession.” v - of this is vuat Christ owns
us, and not t° . Car first duty is to him,
and really t} -~ s " 108t effectual way of serv-
ing them. . ! "y to Christ is to be the
world’s salv ) e moment we betray him
we betray - = .. smpty ourselves of all re-
forming an¢ .~ ¢« ing power. When the salt
has lost its . .1 thenceforth good for noth-

v
(
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ing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of
men. When a Christian so conducts himself as
to be despised by his unconverted neighbors, he
inflicts upon them an incalculable injury. He
confirms them in unbelief. He brings Christian-
ity into contempt. He poisons the well from
which théy ought to draw good influences. “Ye
are my witnesses,” said our loving Liord and Mas-
ter; but what if the witnesses swear fulsely?

In commerce and trade Christianity has its in-
dispensable place, and God’s people their sphere
of usefulness. The Golden Rule is the true Chris-
tian’s yurd-stick; commerce becomes a cheat it it
is disused or broken. When a church member
defaults or turns swindler, he repeats the sin of
Judas. Christ is betrayed, and men’s faith in

\Bible integrity is so far shattered. A Christian

meschant, manufacturer, or mechanic has a call
to servaChrist and save bis fellow-men as much
as any gospel minister. Every ounce of leaven

has its Il))a'l(é L :
Spwidl lite (with increase of wealth) has a trend

- goward demoralization. Luxury enervates. Pop-

ular amusements become scnsnalized and offer
their temptations to the church. “ Be ye not
conformed to the world” applies to the stage,
the buall-room, the wine-cap, and to everything
that would turn God’'s carth into's, ¢ Vanity Fair.”
Couformity to the world amounts (in the end) to
moro than the corruption of Christ’s church. 1t
puts out the light which Jhrist kindled; it de-
stroys the very leaven which he has prepured to
purify, and sweeten, and save a “world lying in
wickedness."—Dr. Cuyler, in Independent.

The Knowledge of God.

Tue knowledge of God is gained by living
much with-him. It we only come across a man
occasionully, and in public, and see nothing of
himn his private and domestic life, we cannot be
said to know him. Ail the knowledge of Gud
which many professed Christians have, is derived
from a formal salute which they make him in their
prayers, when they rise up in the morning, and
lie down at night. While this state of things
lasts, no great progress in Christian life can pos-
sibly be made. No progress would be made even
if they were to offer formul prayers seven {imes
4 day, instead of twice. But to try to draw God
into your daily work, consult him about it; offer
it to bhim as a contribution to his service; ask him
to help you in it; do it as to the Lord and not
unto men; refer to him in your temptations; seel
a refuge under the shadow of his wings until the
tyranny of temptation be overpast; go back at
once 1o his bosom, when you are conscious of a
departure from him, not waiting till night to con-
fess it, lest meanwhile the night of death should
overtake you, or you should lose time in your
spiritual course; in short, walk hand in band
with God through life (us a little child walks hand
in hand with its father over some dangerous and
thorny road), dreading above all things to quit
his side, and assured that, as you do so, you will
fall into mischief and trouble.

Seek not so much to pray as to live in an at-
mosphere of prayer, lifting up your heart mo-
mentarily to him in varied expressions of devo-
tions, as the various occasions of life may prompt,
adoring him, thanking him, resigning your will
to him many-times a day and more or less all the
day; and you shall thus, as you advance in this
practice, and it becomes more and more habitual
in you, increase in that knowledge of God, which
fully contents and satisfies the soul.—ZEvangelical
Messenger. . ‘

An Empty Spoon. .

- youNa minister, who was quite self-satisfied
with B own discourses, was always very curious
to know what others thought of them. The

- Lord permiited him to gratify his curiosity one

Sabbath evenieg as he was passing the cottage
of an humble Lut pious laborer. The good man
was kneeling with his family, and the young
minister paused a moment 10 l}sﬁen. He was
thaoking the Lorl for their spiritual mercies,
and for the blessed Tihle on which their souls
might feed, «for thou kiowest, O Lord,” he
«that we have been fed this day out of an

’

said,

ty spoon.’
emgu%dﬁy-school children are often fed the same

way, by people who undertake to address them.
‘?'Noz:r-ghildren,” said a learned gentleman, “do
ou desire to kno# what it is that you all want

y fyou? 1 will tell you. You want

—every one O

.

an organic law and & fundamental basis!” Itis quite
doubtful whether the children duly realized their
wants. Suaid another good minieter to the chil-
dren, “ I will now give you a summary of what I
have been saying.” Here the children’s pastor
hinted in a whisper, that “summary” was too
hard a word. Your pastor tells me,” contin-
ued the orator, “that you do not understand
the meaning of summary. Summary, my little
friends, is an abbreviated synopsis.”’

Do not feed the little ones from the empty
spoon of high-sounding words. That is far from
following the Master's direction, ‘feed my
lambs.” If you have no good, earnest word that
will come home with power to their souls, keep
silent, and do not take up golden moments that
others might use with profit to perishing souls.
—Selected.

INTELLECTUAL ENDOWMENTS.

““ONE man there was, and many such you might
Have met, who never had a dozen thoughts
In all his life, and never changtd their course;
But told them o’er, each in its customed place,
From morn till night, from youth till hoary age.
Little above the ox which grazed the fizld,
His;reason rose. So weak his memory,
The name his mother cailed him by, he scarce
Remeumbered; and his julgment so untaught
That what at evening played alouy the swamp,
Fantastic, clad in rove of tiery hue,
He thought the devil in disguise, and tled
With quivering heart and winged footsteps home,
The word philusophy lie never neard,
Or scien ¢; never heard of iiberty,
Necessity, or laws of gravitation;
And never had an unbeli viag doubt.
Beyond his native vale he never lo ‘ked;
But thought the visual line, that girt him round,
The world’s extre .e; and thoughs the silver moon
Lhat mightly o’cr him led her virgin host,
No broader than his father’s shietd. He lived—
Lived where hus father tived; died where he died;
Lived happy, and died happy, and wus suved.
Be not surprized; he loved auu served his God.

There was dnother, large of und.rstanding,
Ot memory intinite, of judgment deep,

‘Who knew all learn.ng and all scienve knew;
And all phenvmeuna iu heaven and earth,
‘Araced to thew caus:-; traced the labyrinths-
Ot thought, association, passion, will;

Aud all the subtile mee atinties

O1f mutter traced; its v rtues, motions, laws;
And most tamiliarly and deeply talked

‘Of mental, morat, natural, d.vine,

Leaving the earth ab will, he soared to heaven,
And read the glorious visi ns of the skies;.
And to the music of the rolling spucres
Iutelligently listened; and gased far back
Intu the awfal depths of Deity;

Did all that miud assisted most could do;
And yet in misery lived, 1u msery died,
Because he wanted holiness of iears.

A deeper lesson this to mortals taught,

That not in mental, but 1n moral wealsh,
God excellence placed; and oniy to the good,
To virtue, granted happ ness alone.

Admire the goodness of Almighty God;

He riches gave, and imtellectuud strengih

To few, and thercfore none commanas to be

Or rich or learned; nor promiscs reward

Of peace to these, Ou ali He moral worth

Bestowed, and moral tribute asked from ail,

And who that could not pay? W ho born so poor

Of intellect so mean, as not to know .

What seemed the best; and knowing might not do?

As not to know what God and conscience bade?

And what they bade, not abl: to obey?

A id he who acted tuus fulfilled the law

‘Eternal, and its promise reaped of peace;

Found peace this way alon ; who sought it else,

Sought mellow gra es beneath th: icy pole;

Sought blooming roses on’the cheek of death;

Sougi:t substance in a world of fleeting shads.
~—Pollok’s Course of Tiime.

THE ¢ Sick Man of the East” has been a long

time dying, but there are of late fresh signs of

the inevitable, though long-delayed dissolution,
and with it the collapse of that false religious
system upon whjch the Ottoman empire has
rested. Marder and crime in the palace, riot
and anarchy among the people, in the imperial
city, and misrule and misery everywhere within
the Turkish ¢mpire, are among the signs of rapid
disorganization. An observing correspondent of
the New York 7ribume writing from Constanti-
nople, say=, “One cannot prognosticate the rate
of dissolutiun in a mass that is already jelly-like
in respect to consistency. But it is safe to say.
that fifty years bave not seen such languor, such
flabbines= of body and mind, as has befallen the
Turkish boly politic since Tel-el-Kebir and its
destruction ot the Pan-Islamic idea. * * * The
destroying forces at work in Turkey become
more and more evident every day, and the fuct
that this ancient empire has close before it new
disasters, becomes more certain.”— Lever.

.

Lessons of Providence.
BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL.

Gop teaches men by his providence. Happy is
he who learns the lessons which God designs to
teach. But, alas! how slow is fallen human nat-
ure to learn. : .

All that .we have is the Lord’s. We are only
stewards of the gracious gifts of God. We our-
selvesarenotourown. Our being isof his boanty;
and, besides this, atter we hud torfeited lite, we
were bought with a price. By sin we lost all
claim to life and all its blessings. isut these
have been purchased by the blood of Christ;
therefore we owe all 1o the favor of God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Then it is, as the apostle
says, ‘“our reasonable service,” not only to hold
the gifts of Providence as stewards, but « to pre-
sent our persous a living sacrifice.” All that we
have should be held upon the altar, ready to be
used in the cause of God—the benevolent work
of human salvation. o

But when the cause of God calls for means we
are apt to say, We would like to help, but we can-
not spare the means. We see no way that we
could spare tive or ten dollars, and meet the calls
and just demands against us. But Providence,
perhaps, soon demonstrates to us that we can
spare ten times as much, Lightnings, tornadoes,
and hail may burn or demolish our buildings, de-
stroy our crops in the ficld, or our beasts. Sick-
uess in our fumilies may bold us from our lubor
aud bring additional expenses. Other calamities
may betull us. In such ways we way be taught
that we can spare hundreds, instead ot tens.  Suill
we may live and want none of the blessings that
are necdful for us. _

The design ot God's adverse providences is o
teach us benevolence and liberality. Those are

happy that learn the lesson and heed the instruc- -

tion. But sad is the case of those upon whor it
has the contrary effect.

The Majesty of Bible Precepts.

THERE isno weakness in them. No one of them -

is emacculated by the modern prefix, “try.” The
Bible says, « Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and
purify your heurts, ye double-minded.” ¢ Ceuse
Lo do evil, learn to do well.” ¢ Depurt from evil
and do good.” And thus through the whole book
from Genesis to Revelation, a moral precept is
never prefixed with the enfecbling “try,” now so
universally common.

Just think of the Bible saying, Try to depart
from evil | Try to cleanse your hands, ye sinners!
Try to speak the truth to one anotber! And
instead of « Do not kill,”” ¢ Do not steal,” ** Do not
commit adultery,” suppose we bad, Do try not to
kill! Do try not to steal! Do try not to com-
mit adultery ! It is time to stop experimenting
i morals. None of it is from above. 1t is ail
trom beneath, a device from the devil to break
down the force and majesty of the precepts of the
Bible.

That glorious Book never uses the word “ try”
in any such connection. 1t kknows nothing of ex-
perimental morals. ¢ Try” is never properly used
except where a failure may be justifiable. A fail-
are in morals never wus and never can be justified.

SincE 1843 an average of 575 earthquakes a
yeur has been known to occor. Mallet has col-
tected the records of 6,830 earthquakes which took
place over a period of 3,456 years previous 1o 1850;
but 3,240 ot these occurred during the last filty
years. ltseems,therefore,thatour earth isalmost
constantly shaking at some point, and no part of
the world is entirely free from tremors of some
degree. Professor Milne has recently urged that
the study of earthquakes should receive more
attention in countries little subject to their visita-
tions. Such countries may at long intervals be
shaken by earthquakes of u severe character, and
it is suggested thut even the stable ground of
Eogland may not be secure against disturbance
by convulsions as calamitous as that wbich sud-
denly swept away 60,000 of the inhabitants of
Lisbon in 1755.—Axchange.

Homzs are like harps, of which one is finely
carved and bright with gilding, but ill-tuned, and
jarring the air with its discords; while another is
old and plain and worn, but from its chords float
strains that are a feast of music.

v
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Vor. 9, No. 4.

The Doctrine of Endless Torment Not Es-
sential to the Maintenance of Religion.

We referred to the philosophy of human nature’

and affirmed that it lent no countenance to the

objection of our friends, that the doctrine of infi-
nite terror was indizpensable to the muintenance
of religion; that if it were abandoned for the
theory of ultimate destruction, men would thereby
be encouraged to persist in sin; and that nothing
less than the fear of infinite misery would suffice
as an adequate motive. :

Now, not to press the fact that buman govern-
ments bave uniformly found crime to rise in
amountrand aggravation in proportion to the se-
verity of the punishment, and to diminish in pro-
portion as the penalty has accorded with the
universal sense of justice, I content myself with
asking-on what known principle of our nature a
man will be more thoroughly and beneficially
affected by an indefinite amount of punishment,
which he therefore cannot realize, if that which
is more level to bis apprehension, and more con-
sonant with his sense of justice,is utterly power-
- less. On what principle would a man be deterred
from any course by the threat of a million years
of misery, if he laughed to scorn the threat of a
thousand years of punishment? In reference to
the hitherto untried, we must be affected to a
great extent through the imagination. And that
which can be somewhat comprehended and real-
ized, will inevitably be more powerful than that
which no effort can avail to grasp. The definite
will prevail more than the indefinite.

And if we dared to imagine such a thing, as
that it were left to us to represent such future
punishment for the impenitent as we deemed most
likely to affect them beneficially, I, for one, should
.represent the sinner who would not return to God,
and who therefore could answer no end by his
continued existence, as blotted out of being by a
golemn and judicial act, in sight of numberless
spectators, who would thereby learn what an evil
and bitter thing is sin, and how God will by no
means clear the guilty. And this, if I mistake
not, would prevail more than the scheme of never-
ending misery, for these two reasons already sug-
gestedy._pamely, First, That it could be more
thoroughly realized, and so would more power-
fully affect the mind; and secondly, and chiefly,
Inasmuch as the sinner would in the deep recesses
of his conscience fecl it to be just, and so, instead
of being additionally hardened against God,
would be the more ready to embrace his mes-
sage, and seek to love him with all his heart.

On this part of our subject, the reader perhaps
may be pleased with an extract from the valuable
work of the late Abrabam Tucker:—

¢« Liet us suppose, then, we could know for cer-
tain that the duration of future punishment were
precisely one thousand years; what encouragement,
could thiy give to the sinnern?, Is not this length
far greater than that .of any enjoyment he can
expect to gel by sinning ?  Let him consider what
it is to pass a day, a weck, a month, in exquisite
tortures, and he will soon find a less time than
that we bavespecified sufficient to discourage him
effectually from running the hazard. Suppose a
wiclked man talked to by the parson of the parish,
who terrifies him with the dread of everlasting
flames into the resolution of amendment. You
come in afterwards and bid him not mind the
parson, for you know better thaa all of them put
together, and can assare him there is no such
thing as everlasting flames. Ay, says the man, 1
am heartily glad of that, for then 1 may take my
pleasure without fear of an after-reckoning. No,
no, you say, I cannot engage for so much either;
you must expect to smart, but it will be but for a

while, only a thousand years, and all will be well"

again.  What comtort could this give him ? Must
it not rather damp his spirits, and the naming so
vast a length increase his terrors more than the
limitation to that term abate them?

«“Tor both ¢hoice und-evidence have their cer-
tain weight to render them complete; while be-
low this pitch, you muy increase them by adding
to the weights; but when once arrived at it, all
further aduition is wuperfluous. For in moral
arithmetie, as observed before under the article of
pleasure, the same rules donot hold good as in the
common; -nor does two and two always make
four. 1f I hear an unlikely fact related by some-
body T know little of, I shall not heed himi much;

it another confirms what be said, I may begin to;

doubt; two or three more agreeing in the same

story may make me think it probable; but if
twenty persons of approved honor and veracity
assert it upon their own knowledge, I should give
an unreserved assent, nor could 1 do more though
a hundred of the same character were to come in.
So were a man offered a long life of pleasure for
a month’s future sufferings, perbaps be might be
stout enough to accept the condition; were they
increased to a year, he might hesitate; but were
they multiplied to a thousand years, he could not
delay his chuice a moment, if bhe had any consid-
eration at all. « Where demonstration will not

convinge, nor things beyond all comparison deter-,

mine the choice, it proves an insensibility in the
mind which no further outward application can
cure. If those who hear not Moses and the
propbets would not believe though one rose from
the dead, ueither would he that is not touched
with a thousand years of severest punishment be
moved with an eternity. For itis plain the pres-
ent wholly engrosses his imagination; he has no
regard for the future, and you may as well make
a blind man see by lighting up more candles; or a
mortified limb, that has utterly lost its sensation,
feel by laying on more stripes, as affect ‘him by
any future sufferings whatsoever.

“Therefore since a mind that has any feeling-of

futurity will be filled with as much terror by the
length above specified as it is capable of receiving.
you cannot lessen the discouragement by paring
off what lies beyond; and one that has no sense
of anything further than this present life, will
not be affected by all you can say congerning a
hereafter; so you cannot lessen the discourage-
ment where there was none. Besides, for a man
to pretend he should have paid a due regard to
his future state if I bad not persuaded him it was
finite, would be contradicting himself in the same
breath, for why does he make nothing of a lim-
ited term unless because he conceives it fifty or
threescore years distant? How absurd then is it
to tell me he sets no value on a reversion after
threescore yeare, yet should value one-extremely
after a thousand years?. He that makes this ex-

cuse e¢ither is not in earnest.or deceives himself

egregiously, and only catches hold of a specious
argument to cover his thorough attachment to
present pleasures. . . . .

“ After all that has been suggested, if any con-
siderate person should happen to come into my
notion upon this article, I think he could not be
induced thereby to become a whit the less careful
of his future concerns; and for the inconsiderate,
they are not likely to meddle with my specula-
tions. But if any of them should be hurt, it may
be attributed to the common practice of expatia-
ting, with all the powers of oratory, upon the
word eternal, which carries a tacit implication
that if punishment were not-eternal, it wou'd not
be worth minding. This seems to be inaring men
never to stir unless upon the strongest induce-
ment; perbaps it might be more expedient to
bring them into a habit of answering the gentlest
call of judgment.
trader never grows rich who despises little gains;
and it might as justly be said, that a man never
grows happy or prudent who despises little ad-
vantages, although large enough to be visible.
The mind has been often compared to a fine bal-
ance, and we know the excellence of a balance
lies in its turning with a hair; so the excellence
of judgment lies in discerning the minutest differ-
ence, and the excellence of disposition, in pursu-
ing ‘measures readily upon view of the slightest
preference.”—The Light of Nature Pursued, dc.,
wol. ¢, pp. 6563, 654.

But we pass on to consider another objection
already hinted at, namely, That the idea of a lit-
eral destruction being the doom of the impeni-
tent, has an untoward aspect on the doctrine of the
atonement. -

Thus writes the Eclectic Reviewer:—

“The salvation of the soul is the object and re-
sult of ihe redemption which is in Christ Jesus.
The expiatory offering of the Son of God is a
mystery at least as great as any involved in the
doctrine of eternal punishment; and the awe
which a serious contemplation of it is adapted to
produce passes into actual pain unless we thke
some grand and awful view of the object which
was to be effected by it. To think of the eternal
Father slaying his well-beloved Son for any pur-
pose is amazing; but to think of his doing so for
4 slight one is altogether appalling and impossible.
The immortality of the soul stands in the fullest
harmony with the vastness of the price that was
paid for its redemption, and the eternity of future

-joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

It bas been remarked that a.

punishment with the.infinite costliness of the ran-
som. It would afford a devout heart little satis-
faction to adopt a view which would represent the
Most Blessed as tender to his rebellious ereatures,
at the cost of representing him as cruel to his
Son.” -

Let me be pardoned by the writer if I say that
I read this with deecp and painful regret. The
unutterably glorious fact of, un adequate expiu-
tion for human gnilt, by the mysterious sacrifice
of our adorable Redeemer, is ever to be spoken of
with reverent lips. And the ides of God’s being

represented as ¢ cruel to his Son,” unless all sin-

ners are kept alive through eternity to be tor
mented, does strike me as unatterably painf -
Will my esteemed friend then peril the pro
doctrine of atonement, by resting it on t+ - -« -
lasting misery of the sinner, asits onlv .-~
solid basis? 1Is the atonemcnt of C* -~ ..
unless the eternity of hell tormer .

And is the voluntary death -
somewhat unhappily designu - .
his beloved Son,” an act of cru. 08 inenyp.
rigible are destroyed, notwithsts = g “a great
multitude which no man can num.er,” “having
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb,” spend a joyous eternity in
Heaven as the glorious reward of his mediatorial
undertaking ? Must the ears of the compastion-
ate Redeemer drink in, not merely the songs of
the saved, but also the groans of the impenitent,
through eternal ages, in order that he may not
resent his former ignominy as an act of cruelty
on the part of the Father? 1 tremble at the
thought. g

.For if I must express my regret at the strain,
which, though I am sure it was well intended,
will be acknowledged to be most unbappy, I may
also deplore tivat the writer should bave allowed
himselt to build the fortification of his own posi-
tion with what, in any less honorable opponent,
one would have ecdlled the wood, hay, and stubble
of misrepresentation. I allude to his exhibiting
“the Almighty Father as slaying his beloved Son ”
for “a sliyht’ purpose, if our view be correct;
that is, if it were only to save innumerable millions
of sinners from destruction, and endow them with
immortality, and raise them to Heaven, and make
them, in some bright and glorious spheres of ac-
tion, kings and priests unto God, rendering them
growingly happy as the ages of eternity roll on,
50 that Christ is everlastingly glorified in them.
and the eye of paternal Deity rests on them with
ineffable complacency and love.

All this is accomplished by our blessed Saviour,
f¢whom having not seen we love, in whom though
now we see him not, yet believing we rejoice with
But unless it
were unending misery that was originally threat-
ened to man, and unless this be the portion of the
lost still, «it was a slight purpose,” says the Ke-
viewer, for which the Mediator died!

Let mé remind the reader that, when we be-
lieve the fact of an atonement for sin, we -beiieve
it, not because we have first of all reasoned out
the propriety of such an amazing procedure in
the government of God, but because it is revealed.
The Scriptures, which we know to be from God,
affirm it, to our apprehension, with unmistakable
plainness. And as nothing can ever set aside a
fact, all reasoning against facts being absurd,
nothing else that we find in Scripture will shake
our confidence in this. And as all facts lie quietly
side by side with one another, so, whatever be the
fact touching the final destiny of (he incorrigible,
it cannot in the faintest degree affect the pre-
viously ascertained fact of an atonement. Arc
as a guilty sinner, humbly baxing™my hope: or
Heaven on the merits of our Lord and &
Jesus Christ, 1 grieve at such a danger : .
trine as that which 1 regret being tho . . .
to notice. And 1 beseech my belove.t &
beware how they snatch up wear ~-: -

S1aying

[SXENIN

N : ’
which a” common enemy wor . ach
from their hands and empl~. ~guinst
us both. Tiet us keep clos ' .+ ".losophy,

‘
ot

and hold fast all facts, v.!
harmonize them or not.
c¢hild-like disciples, that om
obedience of faith.”—Zooney,
ment.

.ent we can
not forget. as
<~ phatically ¢« the

n Future Punish-

«T mMaY sometimes tremble on the rock, but,
blessed be the Lord, the rock never trembles
under me.”

Most of the grand truths of God-have to be
burned into us by the hot iron of afiliction.
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~ @he Sabbath- School,

Thoughts on Review Lesson for- Feh. 3.

. GOD'S PURPOSE IN DEALING WITH PHARAOH.

Trose who are disposed to cavil, make a great
deal ot capital out of Ex. 9:15, 16: <« For now 1
will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee
and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be
cut off from the earth. And in very deed for this
cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee
my power; and that my name may be declared
tbroughout all the earth.” One who is not pre-
nosed to find fault with the Bible, will have
nt,t,ll:a difficulty with this passage as it stands; but
the begt“zsg*\itics, among whom is Dr. Clarke, tell
us that our-translation does not convey the idea
of the original. As Dr. Clarke says, God did not
bring a pestilence upon Egynt, although the first-
born were slain; nor -was Pharaoh cut off from
the earth at that time. The true meaning is said:
to be expressed by these werds: « For now indeed
had I stretched forth my hand and smitten thee
and thy people with ibe pestilence, then hadst
thou been cut off from the earth. And in very
deed for this cause have 1 made thee to stand
[allowed thee to live until the present time], for
to show in thee my powér,” etec.

This relieves the subject of all difficulty, and
makes the passage harmonize with the context.
In verse 13, God tells Moses to command Pharaoh
to let his people go. 1f he refuses, he says that
he will send all his plagues upon him and upon bis
servants and upon his people. Verse 14. Jn
order that he may mot think lightly of the
judgments of God, or that he bas already ex-
hausted his power, God tells Pharaoh that if

‘he had so ordered it, he wonld have been cut

off from the earth. And then he assures him
that it is only an act of mercy that his life
has been spared. God might have destroyed
Pharaon at the very outset, and delivered Israel
at once; ‘but that, to short-sichted man, would
have appeared to be an act of unwarranted cru-
elty. _Instead of this, he allowed Pharaoh to
show out his real character, and so vindicated his
course, and at the same time displayed his won-
derful power.

THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH'S HEART.

“ And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh,
and he hearkened not unto them.” With what
avidity skeptics seize upon this passage ! “Ifthe
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, he was not to
blame for what he did, and the Lord was arbitrary
and cruel to punish bim for what he could not
help.” Thus they will talk, and having once sat-
isfied themsclves that'God “is a hard taskmaster,
and a cruel tyrant, they feel justified in refusing
to serve him. But before we jump at such a con-

clusion, let us see just how it happened that Pha-

raoh’s beart was made hard. .

Notice first the character of the king. He was
ungrateful, as is shown by the statement that he
“knew not Joseph.” This does not mean that he
was not familiar with Joseph's history, and what
he had done for Egypt; but that he cared nothing
for him. The fact that Joseph had saved all
Hgypt from starvation, did not scem to the king
to be any reason why he should befriend Joseph’s
people. His was a nature upen which kindness
had no softening effect. His treatment of the
Israelites shows that he was selfish, cruel, and
vindictive, and utterly regardless of human life.
He had grown insolent and haughty, and when

“the-demand was made upon bim to let Israel go,

hg replied, “I know not the Lord, neither will L

let [-rael go.” Then plagues were sent upon him.
When the {rogs covered the land, and the magi-
cians could n@t remove them, he relented, and
promised that if they were taken away, he would
let the people go.- He was taken at his word, but
what was the result? ¢ But’when Pharaoh saw
that therc was respite, he hardened his heart, and
hearkened not unto them.” Ex.8:15..

Again another plagus was sent, but he remained
stubborn. Thenswarms of flies filled their houses,
so that everything was corrupted. This induced
the king to say, I will let you go, that ye may
sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness.”
So Moses intreated the Lord, and the flies were
removed at the time appointed; but the result wag
the same as before. The record says: “ And the
Lord did according t¢ the word of Moses; and
he removed the swerms of flies from Pharaoh,

rd
.| from his servants, and from his people; there re-

mained not one. And Pharaok hardened his heart
at this time also, neither would he let the people
go.” Chap. 8:31, 32.

Yet again, after the cattle had been killed by
the murrian, and boils, and the hail; when the
terrible storm of thunder and hail and fire had
devastated the land, Pharaoh was alarmed. Send-
ing for Moses and Aaron, he said, “I have sinned
this time; the Lord is righteous, and I and my
people are wicked. Intreat the Lord (for it is
enough) that there be no more mighty thunder-
ings and hail; and I will Jet you go, and ye shall
stay no longer.” Chap. 9:27, 28. As" before,
Moses set a time for-the removal of the plague.
and the result is stated in verses 34, 35 thus: “And
when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the bail and
the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and
hardened his heart, he and bis servants. And the
heart of Pharaoh was bhardened, neither would
he let the children of Israel go.” :

Now we can see just how it was that the Lord
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. He did it by his
manifestations of mercy. The king was very
bumble in the face of death, but as soon as the
cause of fear was removed, he became stubborn.
Had. he not been so willful, the mercy of the
Lord would have moved him to'repentance; but
he was one of those persons who think that an
exhibition of kindness is a manifestation of weak-
ness. Having nothing like mercy or kindness in
his own nature, he was unable to appreciate it in
others.

Theodoret very aptly says: “ The sun by the
action of heat makes wax moist, and mud dry,
hardening the one while it softens the other, by
the same operations producing exactly opposite
results; thus from the long-suffering of God some

-derive beénefit, and others harm, 8ome are softened

while others are hardened.” Numerous cases,
besides that of Pharaoh, might be cited to fur-
ther illustrate this. The same words and actions
of Christ that bound his disciples closer to him
and gained him many devoted followers, hardened
the hearts of the wicked priests, and moved them
to kill him. It will ever be found the case that
when a man falls, he falls on the side of his nat-
ural inclination.

A LESSON OF TRUST.

The Israelites were commanded to gather of
the manna “an omer for every man.” This was
sufficient for the wants of one day, and as they
were to ““ go out and gather a certain rate every
day,” it would have been useless to take any
more, even if it would have kept. But the people
were not content to follow the Lord's directions;
rome gathered more than the required amount.
They doubtless reasoned thus: «It is true that
this manna is promised every day, but ithere may
come a time when it will fail, and it is no more
than prudent to prepare for such a time, while
we have abundance.” By gathering more than
the specified quantity, more than they could use
during the day, they showed their lack of faith
in God’s promise. They thought that they could
provide for themselves better than God could.

But their planning proved to be useless, for
“when they did mete it with an omer, he that
gathered much had nothing over, and he that
gathered little had no lack.” Thus there was an
equality. During their sojourn in the wilderness,
God wished to have his people learn to trust him,

As we look back on this-incident, the course of
the Israelites seems foolish; but we will not have
to search far in order to find its counterpart.
Paul makes their case the text for a lesson in
giving. He desires that there should be an
equality, that all should give in the same - propor-
tion. Then he quotes, “ He that had gathered
much had nothing over; and he that had gathered
little had no lack.” God has promised to care for
each one of his children; to give them their bread
day by day. If we gather millions, we can have
no more than our daily sustenance, and if we are
in the depths of poverty, God is 2ble to provide
for our daily wants. Are we not, then, even
more culpable than were the Israelites, if we re-
fuse to return to God his rightfal portion of our
means? God is testing us just as he did them,
but how many of us prove to be dull scholars.
\GVedhave more faith in ourselves than we have in

od.

THE MURMURINGS OF ISRAEL.

As we look at the wanderings of this people,
the most prominent thing seems to be their mur-
muring disposition, and lack of faith, We can

4

hardly realize how they could so easily forget
God. Through all the fearful plagues that had
been visited upon the Egyptians, they had been
miraculously prererved; yet no sooner are they
brougbt into a difficult place by the sea than they
complain. They were taken through the Red Sea
on dry ground while the'pursuing Egyptians were
drowned. This raised their spirits once more,
and they joined with Moses in singing that won-
derful song of deliverance, found in the 15th

chapter of Kxodus; yet within three days they

were murmuring because the water was bitter.
Why could they not remember that He who could
divide the Red Sea, could provide water to drink ?
Water was miraculously provided, but in a few
days their stock of provision ran low, and again
they murmured. They even wished themselves
back in their former bondage. Again their wan:s
were supplied; bread was furnished, and a series
of miracles was begun, that lasted for forty years,
yet it seems to have made but little impression
on them. Inashorttime they came to Rephidim,
and here their complaints were renewed, the same
as before. Because there was no water at hand,
they were about to stone Moses. The former
miraculous provision of water seems to have been
atterly forgotten.

Now all this was extremely wicked. They
were tempting God, and theré can be no excuse
for their course. But while we justly condemn
their actions, let us see if we are not condemning
ourselves. Human nature has not changed much
since that time. We have received blessings
innumerable from the hand of God. We can
truly say with the psalmist that “ goodness and
mercy have followed us all the days of our life.”
[sracl had a standing manifestation of God’s
power and goodness in the manna, which was
furnished fresh every day. But it is just as true
in our case that the mercies of the Lord are
“new every morning.” And yet we murmur
and become discouraged at everything that crosses
us. If discouragements come, we, like the Israel-
ites, are tempted to turn back, and imagine that
we cannot gain the promised land. It is doubtful
if we possess any more faith than they did.

We can easily see how much better it would
have been for the Israelites if they had been
arateful to God for his favors, and had trusted
bim in times of need. It is well that we are
able to do this, for the apostle says, “«Now all
these things happened unto them for ensamples;
and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.” 1 Cor.
10:11. 1If we can see whercin they erred, let us
see to it that we do not follow their course.
“ Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth

‘take heed lest he fall.”

THE FLIGHT FROM EGYPT.—ITS MEMORIAL.

It is claimed by many that the Sabbath com-
memorates the flight from Hgypt. They argue
thus, because in Deut. 5:15 their deliverance
from Egypt ir noted as a thing for which the
Israelites should -be grateful, and an additional
reason why they should remember his command.-
ments. Batthe fourth commandment itself shows
what the Sabbath is intended to commemorate,
and no hint of the flight from Bgypt is given.
That claim is so palpably absurd that it must
disappear upon the slightest candid investigation.
[t may not, however, be amiss to notice Ex.
12:41, 42, in this connection. “And it came to
pass at the end of the four bundred and thirty
years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that
all the hosts of the Liord went out from the land
of Buypt. It is a night to be much observed unto
the Lord for bringing them out from the land of
Egypt; this is that night of the Lord to be ob-
served of all the children of Israel ir *'pir gen-

erations.” The people fled in the wad the
passover, which was the true mc of their
deliverance (See Ex. 12:26-28), . selebrated

in the night. Ex.12:6-10; Deut. 16:6. God's
memorials are always fitting and appropriate;
when man attempts to improve upon God’s plan,
he always malkes confusion. E. J. W.

TrE life of Christ inspires us, the example of
Christ elevates us, the teaching of Christ convicts
us, but beyond all things else, it is the death of
Christ that draws us. :

CENSURE is most effectual when mixed with
praise; so when a fault is discovered, it is well to
look up a virtue to go in company with it.
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Bible Meaning of the Word Soul.

A VERY common error, into which many eminent
writers and speakers have fallen, is that of taking every
expression found in the Ecriptures which speaks of a
future life and using it as evidence that “the soul is
immortal and cannot die.” Fufure life d-es not nec-
essarily indicate conmtinuous life. The Scripture dec-
larations of death éand a resurrection, forbid the ides

- of continuous life. Where there is continuous life and
no death, there can be no resurrection of the dead.
And thus it is that wherever the beliet of the immor-
tality of the soul strongly prevails, faith in the res-
urrection declines in a corresponding degree. The doe-
trine of the immortality of the soul has become almost
all-prevailing in Christendom, and, as a natural result,
the doctrine of the resurrection is no longer dwelt upon
and valued as it was in the early church. Thus Dr.
Clarke speaks in his comment on 1 Cor. 15:—

“One remark I cannot help making; the doctrine
of the resurrection appedrs to have been thought of
much more consequence among the primitive Christians
than it is now?! How is this? The apostles were con-
tinually insisting on it, and exciting the followers of
God to diligence, obedience, and cheerfulness, through
it. And their successors in the present day seldom
mention it! So the apostles preached, and so primitive
Christians believed; so we preach. and so.our hearers
believe. There is not a doctrine in the gospel on which
more stress is laid; and there is not a doctrine in the
present system of preaching which is treated with more
negleet.” b
 And that which was so plainly seen when Dr. Clarke
wrote, is still more prominent now. The Spiritualists,
who have no foundation but that of natural immor-
tality, very consistently deny the resurrection, and re-
ject the scriptures which teach that the dead will be
raised. The Catholics, who place so much stress upon
purgatory, practically deny the resurrection, for they
really ignore it, and make the doctrine of continuous
life, or the immortality of the soul, one of the most
profitable factors in their vast financial system. As
Luther said, it has made the Pope’s pot boil, and prob-
ably brought more money into his treasury than all
other causes combined. That church could dispense
with the intercession of Christ, but would become
bankrupt without the doctrine of the immortality of
the soul. Many popular religious teachers of this
time, such as H. W. Beecher, and probably the majority
with him, deny the resurrection of the dead. Upon
those scriptures which speak of a resurrection, they
place the same construc:ion that the Spiritualists do.
namely, that they only indicale that there will be a
future life, which is really by a continuous life, or by
reason of our natural immortality; aod that the res-
urrection from the dead means that the soul leaves the
body when the body dies.

But scarcely a word is needed to show that this is
not the Bible idea of the resurrection. “Them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.” The dead
were raised by the Saviour; not by his taking their
souls from their dead bodies! but by restoring to life
those dead bodies, in one case after it had lan four
days in the grave. Jesus himself was raised from the
dead the third day after his.death. Thus the resur-
rection and the future life taught in the Scriptures is
not a continuous life, but a renewed life.

And some theologians have gone so far as to assert
that we do live is proof that we shall live in the future.
And this they call Christian philosophy! Such as-
sertions are proof only of the folly of those who make
them. The fact of lving is equally a fact in the case
of all animals. The elephant lives and displays a
large measure of intelligence. Is that proof that he
is immortal—that he will continue to live,—or that he
will have a fature life? It is no proof in any case.
And no man would offer it as proof who had evidence
upon which he could rely with any confidence.

But the theory which we call in question affirms that
it is only the soul, not the body, which continues to

live. Letitbe so. Is it not the soul of the elephant

which displays such remarkable intelligence? Is it
not the soul of the dog which mapnifests sagacity, faith-
fulness, affection, jov, fear, hatred, &c.? Or have these
suddenly become “properties of matter”? The truth
is that, according to-the Scriptures, the term soul ap-
plies to all animals, even to the reptiles that creep upon
the earth. Do they therefore live forever, or have a
future life? All that can properly be affirmed of man,
as far as the term neh-phesh, or soul. is concerned, can
with equal propriety be affirmed of all living creatures.

But it is asked, Has not man the promise of eternal
life, which is not promised to the lower animals? Is
not man, therefore, superior to the brutes in regard to
the matter of a future life? Yes, man has the promise
of eternal life. but not the promise of a continuous life.
or an eternal continuance of the present life. There
are a number of important considerations connected
with this matter of eternal life.

1. Tternal life is a matter of hope. of promise. See
Tifus1:2: 2 Tim. 1:1, etc. We do not hope for that
which we possess. Rom. 8:24.

2. Eternal life is conditional, to be given to those
who seek for it. TRom. 2:6, 7; John 5 :40. The in-
corrigibly wicked have no promise of it.- .

3. Bternal life is not an attribute or condition of our
nature. It.is the gift of God, and is laid up for us
«in his Son.” 1 John 5:11; John 3:36; ete.

4. The soul—whatever it may be—has no relation
to our eternal life, and gives no assurance of eternal
life. If it did, the wicked would have eternal life; for
they, by nature, are exactly as the just. Faith in
Christ, or grace, gives eternal life, and makes all the
difference between thé righteous and the wicked.

5. The soul—whatever it may be—has no relation
to a future life, and gives no assurance of a future life,
either limited or eternal. Otherwise all animals, down
to the very lowest, would have a future life, for the
term lving soul is applied to every one of them in
‘exactly the same manner and the same sense in which
it is applied to man.

A future life is not based on the soul, or on man’'s
nature, but on the promise of God through Jesus and
the resurrection of the dead (for all die). Herein, and
wot in nature, is shown the distinction between man
and the lower animals, in respect to the future, or to
a future life. Christ died for man, «for every man.”
He took hold.of the seed of Abraham. Heb.2:9, 16
margin. He was “the second Adam,” or man. We
Jearn that he did not die for the fallen angels—he did
1ot take hold of them. Heb.2:16. We do not learn
that he died to resurrect the lower avnimals. The grace
of God in the gospel of Christ raises man above the
lower animals in respect to a future life. It also raises
the righteous above the wicked in respect to eternal
life. .
The doctrine of natural immortality obliterates all
distinction of nature, in respect to eternal life, be-
tween man and the lower animals. Tt proves all to
be equally immortal. Or the denial of immortality to
the lower animals, because of their natures, is also a
denial of it to man, if it be rested on his nature, or on
the possession of a soul. And this is true whether we
look to philosophy or to the Scriptures for proof.

The doctrine of conditional immortality exalts and
ennobles man, magnifies the gospel, and gives to Christ
all the glory of our exaltation and eternal life. I'rom
Adam we inherit a mortal nature and consequent
death. All our hope of the future rests upon Christ.
He is our life. Col. 3:4. He is the only life-giver.

Why will the professed followers of Christ adhere to
that which really degrades man, and deny that. which
glorities the Redeemer in our exa tation? Why will
professed Christians cling to the superstitions of the
heathen, and reject the truth of the divine word, which
shows our dependence and the ground of our hope?
« An enemy hath done this?” Perverse human nature
has always preferred human inventions to the right
ways of the Lord. Man, in the pride of his heart, is
pleased to find his hope and his nobi ity in himself,
rather than to acknowledge his frailty and his depend-
ence, and that he owes all to Christ. The prayer of
David is becoming to us mortals: * Lord, make me to
know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it
is; that I may know how frail I am.” Ps.39:4.
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Tus English Presbyterians are taking steps to thor-

oughly equip’a “theological college in China, for the

training of native evangelists.

Seventh-day Adventis;(s.

IT has not been the custom of the SiGNs OF THE
TiMes to deal in personal matters; it has been our
policy, and it is our desire, to say as little as possible
about ourselves or our own people. We set ourselves in
defense .of principles, and would gladly confine our
attention to these. But it often happens that principles
are wounded through their exponents, and then justice
demands that matters relating to persons receive a
proper notice. For some weeks past reports concerning
the Seventh-day Adventists have been quite extensively
cop'ed by the papers throughout the country. These
reports were put in circulation by a paper in ~
Creek, Mich., and outlined certain supposed m .
having for their object the removal of T .
editor of the Review and Herald, and r. .«

Flb e

changes in the denomination A Bos*n - T o
these reports, speaks of W.C.Gag .. e . " the
Jargest denominational publisb™ - ., in West.

At the late meeting of the P !
Smith was unanimously r/ e
The idea of his remova <
authors of the reports
inquiries Eld. Smith furmsn
to the Battle Creek Journal:-—
INQUIRY ANSWERED.

To the Editor of the'Battle Creek Jowrnal: An in-
quiry in regard to the correctness of an article which is
going the rounds of the papers, concerning the Seventh-
day Adventists of this city from an important source i3
at hand. Such articles we do not generally consider
worthy of any notice, and hence have said nothing
about it. As, however. an inquiry is raised we will say
that the article on which a widely current press dispatch
is based first app®ared in a paper published in this city.
It purports to give some facts, but deals more largely in
innuendoes, inferences, and conclusions. What it at-
tempts to relate as facts, is fulse. and its concl usions and.
opinions are simply silly. There is no excitement nor
turmoil as represented, and the changes which are pre-
dicted to occur have never even been contemplated.

It would not be worth while to notice the matter at all
were it not for the fact that the dispatch based on the
article is extensively published by the press of the
country. It is much to be regretted that papers, no
doubt honestly disposed, should be imposed upon by
such misrepresentations. W.C. Gage, who is meutioned
as business manager and proprietor of the publishing
house, is simply employed as foreman of the job depart-
ment, and he has no financial interest in the institution
except the ownership of two out of the four thousand
shares of stock already sold. As for Mrs. White and
her writings, they were never apparently held in higher
esteem by this people than at the present time.

Yours truly, URIAH SMITH,

: Editor Review and Herald.

Battle Creck, Mich., Dec. 26, 1882.

We presume many of the papers which published the
reports will notice this statement in refutation of them.

T dation, 1d.

ot the Review.
1 « entirely to the
wroced. In answer to
*ae following statement

The Bible Sanctuary.

) (Concluded.)
THE sanctuary being cleansed, the high priest comes

| out of the building, and having caused the other goat to

be brought which was for Azazel, he lays both his hands
upon his head, and confesses over bim all the transgres-
sions of the children of Israel in all their sins. -These
he puts upon the head of the goat, and sends him away
by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness. Anditis
said that ¢the goat shall bear upon him-all their inig-
uities unto a land not inhabited.” Verses 20-22.
The work of the high priest on this great dr
atonement was for the purpose of completing t!
which had been partially accomplished ir
apartment. By the work in that apartmw.
had been transferred to the sanctuary
blood of sin-offering. By the work ir  + ¢

< ot
ment, the sanctuary is cleansed an™ = » = 'ue'peo-
ple of God blotted out. Suchk & in the

earthly sanctuary, and such .5

. wsing of the
sanctuary, as set forth in

. .ad shadow of

heavenly things.

The earthly sanctrar, .. ~ »:.v =ade as the pattern
of the sanctuary i~ .i + -+ .vu.8and 9. Itself and
its services per* . o:' " -'.e first covenant. Feb.
9:1. With .. i

« of the new covenant came
the real sa.. . ~od, the tabernacle which the
Lord pitehed, « maa. Heb.8:1, 2. While the
first tabernacle st a4, it sigrified that the way into the
holy places of the heavenly temple was not opened.
Heb. 9:8. But when our Lo ascend.d on high, he

N

became a great High Priest, anl by his own blood he

r
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entered the temple of God. Verses 11, 12. The order
of his ministration is clearly indicated by the service in
the two apartments of the earthly sanctuary. Heb. 8:
5; 9:8-12; 10 : 1. And we are able to trace the min-
istration of Christ in these two apartments of the tem-
ple above in the New Testament.

Thus, when John looked into the temple of God in
Heaven, he saw the Father sitting upon the throne, and
before the throne were seven lamps burning. Rev. 4.
In this place also he saw the Son of God. Rev. 5.
Before the throne also stood the golden altar of incense.
Rev. 8:3. These things do clearly mark the first apart-
ment of the heavenly sanctuary, and show that this was
the place where our Lord began his ministration as our
High Priest.

" But there is a time when his ministration is to be
within the second apartment. This is marked in John’s
statement of the events under the seventh trumpet:
“ And the temple of God was opened in Heaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament.”

~ Rev.11:19. The ark marks the second apartment, as

the seven lamps and the golden altar of incense mark

e first. The second apartment is therefore opened

der the seventh angel, and the days (or years) at the

®inning of his voice constitute the period in which the
mystery of God or work of the gospel for fallen man is
finished. Rev.10:7; Eph.3:4-6. It iscertain, there-
fore, that as there was a time euch year devoted to the
finishing up of the round of service in “the example

and shadow of heavenly things” so is there such a
period in the conclusion of Christ’s ministration, when
once for all our High Priest finishes his work of
priesthood; and as this work in the former dispensation
took place in the second apartment, so also under the
new covenant does this work find its accomplishment
within the second vail by the ark of the ten command-
ments. The work in the second apartment of the

. earthly sanctuary does not thereflore represent the work

of the whole gospel dispensation, but only of that part

of it devoted to the finishing of the mystery of God.

The work within the second -apartment was for the
cleansing of the sanctuary, and this was performed by
the high priest with blood, and when it was accom-
plished the sins of the people were blotted out. Tt was,
therefore, an event of the greatest importance to the
peopleof God. 'The heavenly sanctuary is to be cleansed,
and for the same reason that the earthly sanctuary was
cleansed. So Paul testifies in Heb. 9:23. The same

word which Paul uses to express ihe purification in |1

this text is used in the Septuagint version of Dan. 8:
14, for cleansing. The prophecy of Daniel shows us
that the sanctuary of God is cleansed in the last days
of the new covenant dispensation. The sanctuary of
the new covenant is in Heaven. Heb. 8:1,2. This
heavenly sanctuary is to be cleansed, for Paul affirms
it. Heb. 9:23. The time marked for its cleansing is
that fixed by John for the opening of the temple in
Heaven and for the finishing of the mystery of God,
Rev. 11:19; 10:7. The cleansing of the sanctuary is
the removal from it of the sins of the people of God
that had been borne into it by the High Priest, and
their blotting out from the record that stands against
the saints, preparatory to their being placed upon the
head of the scape-goat, or Azazel.

Now this Azazel, as the word is in the original, or
scape-goat, as some translations render it, can be no
other than Satan; for the being that receives the sins
of the righteous after the High Priest has finished his
work in the sanctuary, can be no other than Satan, the
author of sin. The word Azazel was understood by
the ancient people of God to mean Satan. When,
therefore, the goat was sent into a land not inhabited, it
represents the fact that Satan at the conclusion of
« i t's work as priest shall be cast into the bottomless
Wl e 20, :
o~ under foot of the sanctuary is not per-
- trampling it in the dust. It is

., e oy,

e A ', u 4~ same manner that men are
represe: <. o irecen o, "2 foot the Son of God who
mipisters i *- = >t ocve Ti0010:29.

But does Dani. *+ <.« =vilviake in the heavenly

sanctuary ? We knc :+ .. earthly sanctuary as
understood by him was tu. = . ple of God. Dan. 9:17
26. His view was in exact harmony with that of Paul
in Heb. 9:1-5. And ought we not 1o understand that
the entire 2300 days belong to the temple in old Jeru-
salem? Such is the view taken by some, and yet it is
not at all in harmony with the statement of Gabriel.
The entire period of 2300 days does not belong to old

Jerusalem; for Gabriel said, « Seventy weeks are deter-
mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city.”
The -words literally translated from the Hebrew are,
“Seventy weeks are cut off upon thy people, and upon
thy holy city.” Dan.9:24. So we have the highest
authority for saying that only 490 of the 2300 days
pertain to the earthly sanctuary. And it is worthysof
notice that_the actual transition from the earthly
sanctuary to that of the new covenant, which is the
heavenly, is in close proximity to the end of the 490
days. .

And this is not all. Gabriel introduces the heavenly
sanctuary itself, for the last event mentioned under the
seventy weeks is the anointing of the most holy. 1In
the Hebrew, this is the anointing of the holy of holies.
This cannot mean Christ, but must mean the sanctuary
of God. Tt cannot mean the earthly sanctuary, for that
was left of God at this very time (Matt. 23 :38), and
was, with all the typical system, here set aside. The
anointing of the sanctuary was that which prepared
the way for the ministration therein. Lev. 8:10.
The ministration in the earthly sanctuary was now
finished, and that in the heavenly was about to com-
mence. The sanctuary, therefore, which at this time
was anointed, was that which at this very point took
the place of the earthly sanctuary. It was the temple
of God in Heaven which Gabriel then brings to
Daniel’s view. The 2300 days do, therefore, embrace
the closing period of the earthly sanctuary and the
entire history of the ministration in the sanctuary of
the new covenant. They end in the last days of the
new-covenant dispensation, and the cleansing of the
sanctuary is the consummation of the work of our great
High Priest therein.

The nature of that work we wﬂl now briefly indicate,
The work of the judgment is divided into two parts.
The first part is the investigative judgment, which
takes place in the heavenly sanctuary, God the Father
sitting in judgment. The second par$ is the execution
of the judgment, and is committed wholly to Christ,
who comes to our earth to accomplish this work.
John 5:22-27; Jude 14, 15. It is while the investiga-
tive judgment is in session that the cleansing of the
sanctuary takes place. Or, to speak more accurately,
the cleansing of the sanctuary is identical with the
work of the investigative judgment.

This part of the judgment is described in Daniel 7 :
9-14. God the Father sits upon the throne of judgment.
Those who stand before the Father are the angels; com-
pare Rev. 5 :11. 1t is not upon earth, for the Father
does not come to our earth. It is before the second
advent of Christ, for Christ comes to our earth as a king
sitting upon his own throne (Matt. 25 : 31, 34; Luke 19:
12, 15; 2 Tim. 4 :1), but this tribunal of the Father is
the very place where he is crowned king. Dan. 7 113,
14. Tt is the time and place where « ur Lord concludes
his priestly office, and must, therefore, be in the vecond
apartment of the sanctuary above. Rev.10:7; 11:15
18, 19. :

When the Saviour comes, he giveslimmortality to the
righteous dead. 1 Cor. 15:23, 51-55; 1 Thess. 4 :15-
17. The rest of the dead are left until the resurrection
of the unjust. Rev, 20, But those who are thus made
immortal were previously accounted worthy of that
great salvation. Luke 20 :35. There can be no exami-
nation afterward, to ascertain whether they shall be

saved or lost, for they are put in possession of eternal

life at the moment when the trumpet sounds. And
such, also, is the case with the living righteous. They
are changed to immortality in the same moment with
the dead in Christ. 1 Thess. 4 :15-17. These are pre.
viously judged worthy of this great salvation (Luke
21:36), and can never afterward be subjected to trial
for the determination of this point. The decision who
shall have eternal life has, therefore, been made before
Christ descends to execute the judgment.

The books are examined before the deliverance of the
saints. Dan. 12:1. The opening of the books is
described in Dan. 7:9, 10. The book of life shows who
have ever set out in the service of God. Luke 10 :20;
Phil. 4:3. The book of God's remembrance shows the
record of their faithfulness in his cause, and whether
they have made clean work in overcoming. Mal. 3:16.
Other books contain the record of men’s evil deeds.
Rev. 20 : 12, 13.

As the object of this final work in the sanctuary is to
determine who ate worthy of everlasting life, no cases
will come before this tribunal except those who have
had their names entered in the book of life.

are left out of this investigation as having n_evef
become partakers in Christ’s atoning work. The inves-
tigation will determine who bave overcome their sins;
and these will have their sins blotted from the record,
and their names retained in the book of life. It will
also determine who have not overcome; and these will
have their names blotted from the book of life, Rev.
3:5, and their sins will be retained in the record, to
be visited with retribution in the resurrection to dam-
natlon :

The righteous need a high priest until their sins are
blotted out. They cannot be blotted out ¢till the judg-
ment; for God has decreed to bring every work into
judgment, whether good orevil. Eccl. 12 :13, 14; 3:17.

He certainly cannot bring any record into judgment,
after he has blotted it out. The blotting out is there-
fore the last act of our High Priest, and is done when
the Father has counted each person worthy of this;
which will only be when the High Priest has shown
from the record in the book of God's remembrance that
he has actually overcome. The blotting out of sins
(Acts 3:19) is therefore the great work which brings
our Lord's priesthood to a conclusion. As this is an in-
dividual work, it evidently begins with the first gener-
ation of the righteous, and so comes down to the last,
that is. to those who are alive at the coming of Chriss.
It is the time of the dead that they should be judged.
Rev. 11.:18, 19. The first angel gives notice to the
inhabitants of the earth that the hour of God's judg-
ment has come. Rev.14 :6, 7. Theliving are still on
probaiion when this solemn announcement is made to
mankind.

The proclamation of the third angel, which is made
while Christ is closing up his work in the sanctuary, is
designed to prepare the living for the decision of the
Judgment. When the cases of the living are reached,
probation closes up forever. The decree goes forth from
the throne of God, “ He that is unjust, let him be un-
just still; . . . and he that is holy, let him be holy
still.” Rev.22:11. The sins of the overcomers being

lotted out, and the sanctuary cleansed, the Son of
God is no longer needed as a great High Priest. He
therefore ceases from the office forever and becomes a
king for the deliverance and glorification of his'peop[e,
and for the destruction of all transgressors. Dan. 7 :13,
14. Satan, the author of sin, receives its dreadful
burden when the work in the sanctuary is closed, and
will bear it with him to the lake of fire.

It is of infinite consequence to us who live in the
time when Christ is closing up his priesthood, that we
understand the work which he is performing, and
that we so walk in the light as to share in bis great
salvation.

What They Propose to Do.

TuE effect which the proposed religious amendment
to the Constitution of the United States is intended to
produce is very clearly shown in the Jast number of the”
Christian Statesman. A clergyman who is engaged in
the work of the National Reform Association, visited
Watrousville, Michigan. At the close of the lecture
opportunity was given for questions, when a member of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church of that place, asked
how the proposed religious amendment would affect Sev-
enth-day Adventists. The reply was: “Just as existing
Sabbath [Sunday] laws affect them in States where the
first day of the week alone is recognized as the civil

Sabbath.”
Now we do not exactly believe this, and for this

reason: Sunday laws are very rarely enforced in those
States where they already exist, as in California, for
instance; consequently Seventh-day Adventists are not
at present materially affected by them. But the friends
of National Reform (as it is called) do not contemplate
such a state of things when they secure the amendment
for which they are working. They are not children,
and will not be satisfied with the pretense of a law.
What they contemplate is such an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States as will give them
authority to close all places of business on Sunday,
stop the runping of railroad trains, the carrying of
mails, printing and delivery of newspapers, etc., on
that day. In short, they desire to make of the Sunday
a sabbath in the full sense of the word—a day of rest"
for all. This is what they claim to be working for.
But no such state of things exists now, consequently
those who believe in resting on the Sabbath and labor-
ing on Sunday, would be differently affected by the

All others | passage of the amendment.
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" It is worth while to remember, however, that exist-
ing State Sunday laws would -affect Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, and other observers of the Sabbath, very
seriously, if the friends of these laws were able to
enforce them as they wish to. Those who are familiar
with the persecutions in Pennsylvania, under the Sun-
day Law of 1794, and with what was attempted last
year in California, will have no difficulty in under-
standing just how “ existing Sabbath laws affect them
in States where the first day of the week alone is recog-
nized as the civil Sabbath.”

But the animus of the movement is shown by the
next question and answer. We quote:—

“ Another said that it [the religious amendment]
would lead _to interference with liberty to worship
according 10 the dictates of conscience. To this it was
answered: ‘No. But unless a small minority were to
enjoy exceptional privileges; it would interfere with
work on the Lord's day.””

. Just so. And since they do not propose to grant
“exceptional privileges,” the “small minority ” who
keep the seventh day, must refrain from laboring on
Sandiy. Still religious liberty will not be interfered
with ! They virtually say, “ We have no particular
objection to your observance of the seventh day; in-
deed, if you so desire, and can make a living, you may
rest on Monday and Tuesday and Thursday and Fri-
day as well, but you must rest on Sunday.” Every-
body is at liberty to do just as he pleases, provided he
does not wish to do anything contrary to the practice
‘of the miajority. This is religious liberty with a ven-
geance. The pope of Rome would grant that much.

Let us take a similar caseas an illustration. Suppose
that Christianity were entirely unknown in China. as
it was only a few years ago. A little colony of English-
men and Americans, attracted by the climate and by
the superior facilities offered for their business, locate
there. China has been represented to them as a land
of religious liberty, where every man is free to worship
as his conscience may dictate. After they have been
there a few weeks they are brought before the officers
of justice and accused of violating the laws of the
‘empire. They ask wherein they have erred, and are
told that they have neglected the worship of Joss;
that they have never been seen in any temple; and
that they have b2en known to speak irreverently of the
gods of wood. The strangers reply that they worship
the God that made the heavens and the earth—the oue
whose name is Jehovah. Bul they are told that that
God is not recognized in China. “The majority of our
people,” say the officers, “ worship these gods which
you see. - We have therefore made a law that all peo_
ple in this country must worship them also. You can
readily see that no exception can be made in your case,

since you are so small a minority that you cannot help

yourselves. But our laws do not interfere with the
religious liberty of anybody. You are not prohibited
from worshiping your God, but you must worship ours,
or else your heads will be the forfeit.” Just this state
 of things has existed in many countries, and does exist
even yet; but those countries have been called despot-
ismg, and places where there was no freedom of con-
science. And this is no exaggerated picture of what
will bappen in this country when the National Reform
association accomplishes its object.
lovers of true liberty will agree that such a movement
is not only opposed to the principles of our government,
but to the spirit of true Christianity.

This idea that the majority must rule is a most per-
nicious one, if carried out to its fullest extent. It is
opposed to the spirit of the gospel. The Bible gives
no warrant for it. It is true that Peter exhorts the
younger to be subject to the elder, but he also says
“ Yea, all of you be subject one to another.” This is
far different from the majority ruling the minority.
The idea that might makes right, which is only another
way of saying that the majority must rule, has not the
least foundation in the Bible.

According to our friends of the National Reform
Association, Elijah was simply a headstrong fanatie,
and Paul was indeed a “ pestilent fellow.” Both advo-
cated ideas that were held by but a small minority,
and were opposed to the established religion.

According to the theory that the majority ought to
rule, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego richly de-
served the punishment that was threatened them for
standing out against the law of the land, and should
have been left to their fate. Their answer, “We are
not careful to answer thee in this matter,” and “Bz it
known unto_thee, O king, that we will not serve thy

All unprejudiced-

gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set
up,” was simply a manifestation of impudent stubborn-
ness. But we have not been accustomed to regard it so.

When Peter and John “preached through Jesus the
resurrection from the dead,” they were acting contrary
to the will of the majority. The State religion was
uttel]y oppoqed to the doctrine which they taught, yet
they persisted in their course even after being threat-
ened and warned not to do so. Their reply to the
tulers was this: “ Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, j'udge
ve. For we cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard.” This noble reply has bleen
admired by Christians of every generation, and even
those who to-day plead for a State religion and the
rule of the majority, will contend that the apostles were
justified in their action: And we, although far inferior
to them, may yet follow their example. We cannot
but speak the things which we have seen and heard,

.and practice that which God has commanded; and

though “the rulers take counsel together against the
Lord,” and against his holy law, we pray that we may
have strength to humbly answer, “ We ought to obey
God rather than men.” E. J. W.

A Speeimen of Religious'Intolerance.

Fataer O’COoNNOR, the ex-priest who is delivering
anti-catholic lectures in different portions of the United
States, attempted to lecture in Zanesville, O., last week,
but was not allowed to do so. Here is the newspaper
account of the affair:— i

“ Before the lecturer arrived, fully 1,500 were present.
The assemblage seemed orderly enough, but the instant
0O,Connor appeared on the stage he was greeted with a
shower of stones, rotten eggs, etc. Confusion reigned.
O'Connor hastily jumped into an ante-room and locked
the door. Women screamed, and it was at first thought
a general riot would ensue, when the Protestants in
the house would have suffered fearfully, as thé oppo-
sition was greatly in the majority. O’Connor’s assail-
ants were about to leave the hall, when. somnebody-sug-
gested a coat of tar.and feathers. and ‘were about to
carry out their threat, when a detachment of police
arrived on the scene and arrested O'Connor. There is
great excitement over the affair. No arrests were
made. The three daily papers, two morning and one
evening, are afraid to publish the names or give par-
ticulars of the aﬂaxr, as the Cdthohc element is largely
in the ascendency.”

When such scenes as this can take place in America,
it is unnecessary to go back to the Dark Ages for ex-
amples of Catholic bigotry and persecution. It is an
illustration of the saying that “The church never
changes.” The.statement that the lecturer, after hav-
ing been a target for stones, rotten eggs, etc., was the
only person arrested, sounds almost like sarcasm. Let
no one boast too loudly that this is a land of freedom,
when of three newspapers not one dares comment on
the outrage. The truth is that liberty can never exist
where the Catholic Church is dominant, no matter
where the place may be.

We anxiously look to see the Christian Statesman’s
unqualified indorsement of this suppression of free
speech. Of course it may be expected to deprecate

the violence, but the action was in harmony with the

principles which it represents. In Zanesville, it is
stated, “the Catholic element is largely in the ascend-
ency.” Then, of course, they ought to have everything
their own way. Nobody has any right to follow the
dictates of his own conscience, unless he has backing
enough, and the spirit, to enforce his claims. Such is,
in reality, the spirit, not only of Catholicism, but of
that party which is seeking to enforce the observance
of Sunday. the distinguishing mark of Catholicism.
Of the truth of this statement we had ample proof in
the Sunday excitement that pervaded this State last
year. The Statesman may, however, condemn the
affair noted above, as it makes a great deal of differ-
ence whose ox is gored. E.J. W.

MR. Moopy has visited Oxford, England, in his
evangelical labors. Although it is the seat of literary
culture, and high church conservatism, he met with re-
markable success, many of the students coming forward
for prayers. This shows that there is a power in sim-
plicity. If Mr. Moody had attempted to move them by
a display of eloquence and learning, he would undoubt-
edly have failed. They make a great mistake who think
to gain the learned and influential to Christ by any other
means than the plain presentation of the simple truth
accompanied by the Spirit of God.

@he IMissionary.

Our Foreign Missions.

THESE missions are assuming a prominent place
in the work of S. D. Adventists. In our last Gen-
eral Conference their consideration occupied more
time than any other one subject. Doubtless they
will be more and more prominent in our councils
as the work enlarges. Many important reasons
can be assigned why this will be so. We have
sent to Rurope men who have a warm place in
the affections of our people,—men we can hLardly
spare from the work in this country. We have
never recovered from the feeling of Joss occasioned
by their absence. We are still sending others
whose loss will be greatly felt. Nothing but the
intense interest we feel for the progress of this
precious truth in foreign lands would ever recon-
cile our people to spare these men who have nobly
consecrated their lives to the missionary work in
Europe.

We have the utmost faith that the cause of Gog
will accomplish a great work in the Old Worl
before time closes. A few years since, there were
but a handful of Sabbath-keepers in that whole
couniry. Those who have been there now report

that there are probably one thousand observers -

of theseventh-day Sabbath in Europe. And they
are scaftered over all parts of it, serving as chan-
nels of light to others around them. The success
of Bro. Andrews’ paper, of which he now prints
4,500 copies monthly, is most cheering. God is
workmg in those old countries. The Scandinavian
work bas greatly prospered, and we hope for still
greater success. The seeds of truth which we as
a people have been scattering are certainly bear-
ing fruit, and good results will be more and more
appar ent

During the past gix years, our people have paid
into tbe Buropean Mission fund for the support
of our mission in Central Earope nearly $16,000.
There has been paid out of this fund for the sup-
port of the missionaries and the paper upwards

of $12,500, or on an average over $2,000 per year.

During the same period there has been paid into

‘the Scandinavian or Danish Mission fund about

$7.000. There has been paid out a little over
85,500, or over $925 per year on an average.
During the past five years there has been paid
into the Xnglish Mission fund about $8,000. There
has been paid for the support of the mission dur-
ing this time and for sending the SiGNs OF THE
TimEs in 1881, $8,250, or over $1,600 per year on
an average.

Last winter, when we called the attention of
our people to ‘the wants of some of these funds,
the Kuropean Mission fund was in debt to the
office about $350. Since that time, our people
have generously donated to that fund over $4,000,
besides nearly $700 sent to this office on Brother
Andrews’ personal account. The European Mis-
sion fund is now ahead over $3,000; the Scandi-
navian Mission fund, about $1.200; and the En-
glisb Mission fund is about $300 behind. The calls
on this latter fund the past year have becn very
heavy. The sending of 1,000 copies of the SigNs
or THE TimEs for 1882, voted by the General Con-
ference a yoar ago, cost the Mission fund nearly
$1,800. We have also sent several helpers there
to labor, which has added to the cost.

One object we bave in giving these figures from
the books of the Association 1s to show what is
being done. We also wish to show some in this
country, who arc zealous to see the work move
forward, and are in such a burry that they feel
they cannot wait to work through the ordinary
channels of missionary effort by putting their
money into funds in the office, which are used to

support our mission arles, because the pr 0CE85-18 50~

slow, that those giving to these funds a¥e accom-
z»hshmg a great and noble work. Already many
hundreds have been brought into the truth, and
the foundation has been laid for a vast work in
the future. It is through these regular channels
of effort that our missionaries are sustained, and
the warning is going to the world, rather than by
some side-track experiment, which comes up of a
sudden.

Our people can rest assured that these funds
are sacredly guarded by the General Conference
Committee, who are intrusted with them by.the
General Conference, the highest authority recog-
nized among us. The ﬁs{ures here given show
that these funds are not lying idle, doing no good

-

p
,

’,




JaNuary 25, 1883.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

45

They are in constant use for the noblost purpose
in this world—the salvation of our fellow-men.
Upwards of $31,000 has been nobly contributed by
our people during the past six or seven years for
the purposes of Kuropean missionary effort alone;
and all but about, $4,000 of it has actually been
‘expended, with"most excellent results. We have
been doing something, but we might have done
vastly more. i

If we read the signs of the future correctly, we

areto bave a general advanceall along the line of

our missionary operations, in this country and in
the Old World. The General Conference Com-
mittee hope to be able to manage all the funds
committed to their trast in such a way as to iu-
" gpire in every true friend of the cause the utmost
confidence that the money is used just as the
donors designed, and thatit is notlying idle. The
General Conference placed upon the Committee
the responsibility of managing these funds. Per-
haps, on the whole, it was the wisest course that
could have been taken, as it is their duty to look
~fter the cause in all parts of the field. Our peo-
~ny rest assured that the Committee feel the
imtense interest in all our missionaries who

+ . gove to foreign lands, or who may go in the

are.. Our field is the world, and as the open-
. 'gs appear for the light of truth to penetrate,
wé feel exceedingly anxious that the cause may
advance in all these directions as rapidly as pos-
sible. We want our faithful missionaries to be
fully sustained; and if our people put means in
oar hands with which to sustdin them. we shall
try the best in our power to do this: All money
sent 10 the Review Office for any of these foreign
mission funds will be sacredly applied to the
purpose for which it is given, and money will be
drawn from them to pay all expenses, accord-
ing to the best judgment of the Committee. If
money is sent to any of our missionaries per-
sonally, in their own name, this money is set to
their account on the books of the office, and will
be paid out te the order of those for whom it
waR given.

We shall still make earnest appeals io our
brethren to see that these important missions are
fully sustained. The Eoglish Mission, especially,
is in need at this time, as the above figures clearly
show. We hope there will be a greater degree
of interest manifested in missionary operations
in the near future than has ever been shown in
the history of the cause. Those that take a
proper interest in this important branch of our
work will never have occasion to regret it. We
expect  to see important developments in the
coming year. lLet our brethren not divert their
means to sudden_calls outside of those made by
our people. If they do, they are liable to have
their money worse than wasted. Our General
Conference has wisely arranged the plan of sup-
porting foreign missions. It our brethren sustain
these plans, the work will never be left to suffer.
Let us all labor and pray for the success of these
missions during the ensuing year. ‘

: Gro. I. BuTLER.

Meeting at Healdsburg.

Tue district quarterly meeting just held at
Healdsburg, was a source of encouragement to all
in attendance. Sr. White gave three discourses
during the two daysy’ meeting. The subjects
were just what was needed for the occasion, and
were presented with power, and I trust left a
lasting impression on the minds of all that had
the privilege of listening. Her counsel added
much to the interest of the business session.
Pians were devised, that if carried out will ac-
complish much good in the missionary work.
The members of this district are awakening to
Y2 ‘muovtanee ‘of immediate action, and we
topoe beoee o good work done the coming
LT :
TPomil e been some evils existing in the
Can. oo ke 1 hope will not exist hereafter;

and perhaps it may be well to mention for the
benefit of those not present at the meeting:

1. Some whose subsctption on the Siens had
expired, had concluded not to subscribe further,
but depended on the club Staws for their reading
matter, and thus deprive the office of their sup-
port. Perhaps all are not aware that the Sians
is not a paying paper at the club price, but
merely covers the expease of publishing. Every
member should take the Siens at the regular
subscription price, $2 per year, and thus be a sup-
port to the office of publication. Please read the

resolution on that point which will appear in this
number.

2. Many of the members in the district are
sending the club S1aNs to their relatives, and have
continued them for years. This is a wrong prac-
tice, and lexsens the amount of good that might
be accomplished by the papers. The world must
be warned, and with our limited means we must
spread the truth as widely as we possibly can.
v is all right to send a few numbers of the paper
to our friends to test the interest they have in
them, bnt to send them the paper for years be-
cause they are our relatives seems to me to be
entirely wrong. Would it not be better to sub-
scribe for the paper for them, or get them to
subscribe for themselves, and thus leave the
society freé to send the club papers to different

individuals? TLet us work to the very best ad-

vantage, and make our limited means ecount in
the spread of the third angel’s message.

I wish to call special attention to the import-
ance of visiting, and loaning our publications. It
is much better to loan them than to give them
away; they will be appreciated much more, and
then more territory can be worked up with the
same amount of reading matter. The packages
now introduced will assist much in the work.
Above ail we must have the help of God. - Let us
o forth in the power and spirit of Elijuh, and be
faithful in our duty, and we will see souls saved
in the kingdom of God as the result.

Jan. 17, 1883. Wu. Inas.

Vacaville and Woodland.

I sPENT the quarterly meeting occasion wilh
the church at Vacaville, and had « profitable
season. Held several meetlings with them, which
were well attended by our people. Several from
the outside were present and manifested consid:
erable interest. One backslider promised to
again renew the conflict against sin.

I spoke twice at the Udel school-house, eight
miles from Vacaville, and although the nights
were foggy and very dark, and the people all
lived at quite a distance from the school-house,
we bad a4 good attendance. At this place 1 held
a series of meetings six years ago, and several
embraced the message. At the present time -1
think additions could be had to the cause, both
bere and at Vacaville; could the work be followed
up.

The Woodland church held their quarterly
meeting one week late, so that we were present
with them. I bad sent appointments for meet-
ings to begin Thursday evening, Jan. 11, and
continue over the next Sunday, but from the
first there has been a good attendance of those
who desire to hear the evidence of ouY faith and
bope. This, and the wants of the church, de-
cided me to contipue meetings through the
present week. I hope to;see some .good done,
but, on account of other work, do not expect .10
be able to remain as long as the growing interest
would seem to demand. W. M. HEALEY.

Woodland, Jan. 19.

- @emperance,

The Trials of Saloon-keepers.

Ir it were not for the Legislaturés and the
courts, which are maintained largely for the pur-
pose of protecting c¢riminals, and in the interest
of whisky, some vendors of the poisonous stuff
might fare hard. As it is they are often put to
considerable inconvenience. There are some
places where liquor laws are made and enforced,
buat they are few, and according to the following
paragraph from the Zever, Detroit is not one of
them:— '

“The farce of the trial of the saloon-keepers
for the violation of the liquor laws, before Justice
Miner's police court, continues to be enacted, with
the almost invariable result of acquittal, regard-
less of the testimony. Two days of last week
afford a sample of these disgraceful and outra-

geous procecdings. Nine cases were tried on

Wednesday, and though policemen testified cleariy
to the guilt of the accused in keeping open saloons
on Thunksgiving and after legal bours, the juries

in four cases found the defendants not -guilty,

and in the other five cases disagreed, and the
defendants were discharged by the Court. On

| deed oppreskive.

Thursday eight cases were tried, for not closing
saloons on legal holidays, and all of the eight es-
caped through a new ruling of Justice Miner,
which, if used -as a precedent, renders the escape
of liquor sellers still more certain—if that were
possible. In the first of the eight cases the offi-
cer had given the usual testimony as to.the loca-
tion of the saloon, the fact that he was in the
saloon on Thanksgiving day, when he was asked
it he saw any liquor sold or drank there on that
day. The lawyer for. the defense, Mr. Crofoot,
objected, on the ground that such testimony was
immaterial and incompetent, and contended that
under complaints for “not closing saloons on a
legal boliday” the only competent testimony would
be such as went to show the condition of the
doors, as to whether they were open or not. The
question was briefly argued by the lawyer, after
which Justice Miner decided to exclude the testi-
mony. The conséquence was that when Mr. Cro-
foot came to argue the case to the jury he con-
tended that there was no evidence that the saloon
was open for business, and that if’ the officer got
into the saloon he was guilty of making the open-
ing- which the law probibits, and ought to be
punished instead of the saloon-keeper!! The,
juries accepted this view of tbe matter in all but
two of the cases, and gave verdicts of acquittal,
while in the two excepted cases they disagreed.”

Facts about Whisky and Whisky Sellers.

I was born and brought up in a State that
contained tweive or fourteen hundred breweries,
and was personally acquainted with a score of
housebolders engaged in making and selling in-
toxicating drinks, and 1 can testify from personal
knowledge that thirty per cent. of tbe male
householders and three per cent. of its females,
became drunkards. Of the remainder of the
families in the same territory, alongside of these,
but not engaged in making and selling liquor,
fourteen per cent. of the male members became
drunkards and less than one-half of one per cent.
of the females. The greatest per cent. of drunk-
enness, of the male members of single fawilies,
known to the writer, the heads of which were
engaged in making and selling liquor, was seven-
ty-five, and the least fourteen; in one, none. 1In
this the -head engaged in the business ounly
partially and not very long. I obtained the above
tigures by actual count in a large number of
families. '

I have known quite a number of men who lived
sots for a long time, and their prosperity was
noted for lack of energy. If a son .or grandson
of a sot manifests much energy, it is gencrally
one that was born before the father or grand-
father became confirmed in-habits of drunkenness,
or one that is strongly impressed with the features
and character of the sober mother. I know eight
brothers, all men grown, of good size, of common
sense and well developed in muscle, not one of
whom manifests energy or perseverance; and if
all the property they all possess were thrown
into a pile, it would be kut a small one, and of
poor quality; some of them under no extraordi-
nary.circumstances have had to be relieved by
county aid. ‘I'he father of these brothers was an
old sot of long standing, and the mother would get
drunk. In vain bave I ransacked the histories of
families for a parallel case of brothers and sober
parents.

The above facts teach two leading lessons: First,
it is the frequent.touching, handling, and tasting
ot strong drink that causes so much. drunkenness.
Second, drunkenness of a father destroys not only
his own encrgy, but that of his posterity also.—
I diana Farmer.

OVERHEATED Roows.— As a general principle
our rooms are too warm in winters The heat of
the summer, which seems oppressive to us, we en-
dure without a muarmur in the winter, in stifled
sitting-rooms where the dry and impure air is in-
In this way we rob ourselves of
the tonic cffects of the cool and cold weather, as
necessary and useful to ug as the mild weather of
the summer. Those thus exposed have more colds,
mmore sickness, than those steadily exposed to the
rigors of northern winters.” -

VIrTUE consisteth of three parts; temperance,
fortitude, and justice. -

IT is upon smooth ice we slip; the rough  path
is safest tor the feet.
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SECURE.

THE winds blow hard. What then ?
He holds them in the hollow of his hand: .
The furious blasts will sink when his command
Bids them be calm again.”’ ’

The night is dark. What then?
To him the darkness is as bright as day:
At his command the shades will flee away,
And all be light again.

The way is deep. What then?

For Israel’s host the waters upright stood;

And he whose power controlled that raging flood
Still succors helpless men.

He knoweth all. The end .

Is clear as the begianing to his eyes:

Then walk in peace, secure though storms roll by,
He knoweth all, O friend.

—8. 8. Times.

Nurtared Prejudice.

SEVERAL years ago a young minister who had
just been ordained, accompanied by his wife of
- three days, went to preach as a candidate for a
little church in a small farming town of southern
Vermont.

" He’knew nothing about the place, aside from
the fact that the httle flock of Christians were
seeking a shepherd. He took his young wife with
him in good faith, supposing he should find a ho-
tel in the town, however indifferent its accommo
dations might be, where they could be entertained
over the Liord’s day, in case none of the church
members were prepared to take them in.

Arrived at the village, every family, without
exception, was thrown into consternation at the
idea of entertaining a lady, a bride, and the bride
of a minister at that, without due warning and
preparatiou.

The young man who had brought them up over
the hills from the railway station, left them on the
steps of a plain pretty little church, and drove
away. Not a door opened to receive-them, and
as there was no public house in the township, the
young couple were obliged to walk off over a rough
country road to the farm-house of the senior dea-
con, and to throw themselves upon his hospitality.

Here, although their advent was entirely unex-
pected, they were made welcome, and in their
perturbed state of mind nothing else could have
been balt so sweet as the kindly Christian house.
wife's request that they would make themsclves
at home, as she ushered them into her pretty
parlor.

1t was an exceedingly unpleasant position; for
there wete younger members of the family, who,
‘although they treated the guests politely, showed
plainly that they did not join in the housewife's
welcome. Probably the young couple demeaned
themselves with as much dignity under the cir-
cumstances, as could have been expected of the
average young couple. )

The young man preached on Sunday, and the
unprejudiced hearer wculd have said he preached
well; but those of the people who camé out to
hear him hardened their hearts to fortify them-
gelves in their inhospitable position, looked eriti-
cisingly at the timid young wife’s traveling suit,
and suid to themselves and to each other: “I am
glad we didn't give her a chance to put on her
airs to us.”

On Monday morning the bride and groom left
the little town for a term of more than a half score
years. Then, by a curious conjunction of circum-
stances the young man was solicited by a friend,
interesved in both him and the little Vermont hill

- town church, to go there again and preach as a
candidate. -

Undismayed by his former experience, he went
once more up the well-remembered hills, and stood
again in the little church. At first no one associ-
ated the dignified man. with threads of silver in his
hair, with the young preacher of so many years
ago; but soon one of those women to be found in
nearly every community, whose memory for trifles
is simply marvelous, and who never have any
hesitancy in telling what they remember, leaned
over and whispered to the woman just in front of
her:— :

“Don’t you remember him? He’s the very one
that nobody in the street would keep over Sun-

day, and he and his young wife had to walk off
with their carpet bag full of finery, away down
to the old deacons, don’t you know ?”

“ Why, yes indeed! yes! so it is!”

Before the choir had finished singing the second
bhymn, half the people in the congregation had
had their memories refreshed.

The poor innocent man’s fate was sealed from
that moment. He had never harbored any re-
gsentment toward them, and would have been sur-
prised had he been told of the long-cherished ani-
mosity to bim existing in the village.

He was preaching now, and there was no mis-
take aboutit, he was preaching well; but the peo-
ple shut all their sympathies against him, and
after service they were as shy of him as if he had
small-pox. , - :

«I never fell in with such a singular people,”
he said afterwards. “Not a person would have
spoken to me had I not gone to them and almost
compelled them to do so.”

The next day after he was fairly out of town,
the chairman of the supply committee said to a
young lady from the city, who was visiting at his
house:--

«It was a great mistake sending Mr. A. here,
the people were so prejudiced against him, to be-
gin with, that he could do them no good.”

“ What ground had they for prejudice?”” asked
the young womun. ‘“He has always been called
a fivé speaker, and has left a good record wher
ever he has been. 1 have often bheard him and
his work spoken of. I have not been able to as-
certain that he or his wife did anything repre-
hensible on their former visit here, on which
every one lays 8o much stress.”

¢ Qh! they behaved like good Christians, of
course, as I have no doubt they are,” the old man
bastened to suy, “and I have no doubt they are
called of the Liord to his work, but, you see, their
first coming here was an awkward, unfortunate
affair all around.”

« 30 I have been told; and as near as I can as-
certain, the people here despise this man because
they once ill-treated him.”

«“To be sure,” said the farmer, hitching about
in his splint-bottomed chair. “To besure, I never
thought to put it in that light before, but that
just covers it, judging the rest of our people by
wife and I. You see we were the first offenders
because we were nearest the church, and they
came first to our door. Had we taken them in,
and done our best by them, the whole miserable
affair would have been saved. Wife was cleaning
house, to be sure, but we could have got along
with them well enough, and I was just as shirky
ag she, for I might have hitched up the ¢haise and
carried them down to the deacon’s, but L didn’t.
Strange such a“neglect of duty should rankle so
long, but yestefday, wife wouldn’t speak to him for
foar he would remember her, and 1 only said as
little as”I could, and we skulked out, and came
home not even waiting for Sunday-school.”

« Did you ever think,” said the new-comer,
«that that is the true reason for many sinners hat-
ing God? They have misused him. They have
profaned his name. They have refused to en-
tertain him in their hearts, to acknowledge him in
their homes at a family altar. It is nothing that
God can be blamed for, he has been all kindness
and consideration to them. They huve received
only benefits from his hand. The fault remains
entirely with themselves, and do you not think
the same idea holds good in regard ‘to the foun-
dations of nearly all prejudices?”

«] never thought of it in that way before, but
I don't know but it does,” said the farmer. ¢“Do
you think we ought to compensate for our great
ill-treatment by giving this man a call?”

«Jt is too late, he would not come. In my
heart 1 believe he is God’s man for this people at
this time. He is lost through the sin of that old
nurtured prejudice for which the preacher was not
to blame either in the beginning or now.”

The lesson was not wholly lost, for the next
Wednesday cvening the chairman of the supply
committee talked it right out in prayer-meeting.
The people took itin good part, although they said
they knew his niece put it into bis head, and it
had the effect of waking some delinquent ones up
to a sense of duty, and there was no more trouble
in finding a place for the supply to stay over
Sunday until a pastor was found.

The senior deacon’s wife, now a very old woman,
said the other day in telling this story: “It
is strange how after so many years the old sin
twisted around like a scorpion and stung itseif to
death; and it is dead, I do believe, for I think it
would be hard to find now a more hospitable place
than our quiet little village.”—Mrs. Ann Preston.

What Followed.

WorDsWORTH, says, “ The child is tather to the
man;” and more than one prison scene and prison
memory has illustrated this inevitable link of
character between one’s earlier and later years.
A young man arrested for swindling hisemployer
out of $20,000 sat alone in a criminal’s cell, out of
which daylight had faded.

Cowering on his hard bed he pictured to him-
self the world outside, full of warmth and light
and comfort. The question came to him sharply
—«How came you here? Was it really for steal-
ing that last great sum?”

Yes and no. .

Looking back twenty years, he saw himself a
school-boy, ten years old. He.remembered one
lovely June day—with the roses in full bloom
over the porch, and the dress his mother wore
while at her work, and the laborers in the wheat
ields. o

Freshest of all be remembered his Uncle John
—such a queer, kind, forgetful old man! That
very morning his uncle had sent him to pay a b

1at the country store, and there were sevenly{five

cents left, and Uncle John did not ask him 14} it

When they met that noon, this boy, now 1
prison, stood there under the beautiful blue-sky,
and a great temptation came. lle¢ said to him-
self, «Shall I give it back or shall I wait until
be asks for it? ~1f he never asks, that is his look-
out. 1f he doesywhy, 1 can getit again together.”

He never gave back the money.

A theft of $20,000 brought this young man to
the prison cell, but when a boy he turncd that
way years before, when be sold his honesty for
seventy-five cents.

That night be sut disgraced, and an open crim-
inal, in his chilly cell. Uncle John was long ago
dead. The old home wus desolate, his mother
broken-bearted. The prisoner kncw that what
brought him there was not the man's deed alone,
but the boy’s.

Had the ten-year-old boytbeen true to his honor, -
life now would have been all different. One little
cheating was the first of many, until his charac-
ter was eaten out, could bear no test, and he
wrecked his' manliness and his life.—American
Baptist Flag. :

Employment for Children.

AnNA HorLyoke Howarp, in the Household, says:
Nothing is more injurious, not to say ruino:s,
than a constant system of repression with chil-
dren. “Don’t do this,” + You must not go there,”
«You cannot have that,” ete. 1tis chilling to the
youthtul enthusiasm, cramping and dwarfing to
all his faculties. Children who daily and hourly
listen to such injunctions, who are checked in all
their efforts and aspirations afier what seems to
them as glorious” and worthy as seem to us our
higher aims, feel like exclaiming in despair, “ What
may we do?” and if we do not open to them
ways of pleasant employment, we are guilty of
exercising toward them real cruelty.

Active children are generally healthy and in-
telligent. The disposition to incessant movement,
noise, mischief, or frolic, which is often so trying
to weary mothers, is only the expenditure of a
superabundant nervous force in the child, which,
it rightly directed, may in time make him a pow-
erful agent for good in-the world.

But what is to be done? We must have peace
and quiet in the evening or we shall be unfitted
for tbe duties of the morrow. Kecp them happily
employed for a little ‘while and then send them to
bed early, and so take your rest and recreation
after they are asleep. ‘

Some place their bliss in action, some in ease,
Those call it pleasure and contentment these.

Children certainly place their bliss in £étion, and
we who enjoy rest after labor n}ﬁ/be patient
with them.

1 know a mother who always has a little play
or story-lelling or readisg with her children the
hour before bedtims.  On Sabbath she and their
father each devoté part of the day in walking
with them and reading -to them in bocks suited
to their entertainment and improvement. 1 need
hardly say they are among the most intelligent
and promising children of my acquaintance.

Give children something pleasant to do or think
about, a block-house to build, a puzzle to put to-
gether, paper to cut, bubbles to blow, a stick to
whittle, a picture to paint, or to look at, a top to’
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spin, dough to male into cakes to bake for them-
selves, a little broom to sweep the doorsteps, a
wheelbarrow and a little shovel to dig sand, any-
thing to keep them busy and happy; for a busy
child is a happy cbild, a healthy child, and if you
have rightly managed his employments, a good
child. .

Tiet us not repress any God-given faculties, but
endeavor to turn them in:o such good and health-
fal channels as will enable them to do best service
for God and humanity. It isnota waste of time
for parents to stop their work long enough to pet
a child, to tell him a story, or play a rollicking
game. When parents take time from worldly
thoughts and plans to cultivate a sympathetic
friendship with their chidren, and each other,
they are doing a good work, and sowing seed
that will spring up and bring forth abundant fruit
that will amply repay the effort, time, patience,
or self-sacrifice involved.

Reiigious Notes.

There are 135 Presbyterian churches in Philadel-
~ phia.
\ —Chaplain McCabe of the M. E. Church, has.suc”
ceeded in raising a fund of $500,000 for church exten-

sion.

_A pastor in Syracuse, N. Y., reports that there is
« considerable religious interest in the church and
congregation.” Wonder how that happened. )

__An “ Anti-Gossip Society” has been started by some
of the members of the M. E. Church of Attleboro, Mass.
That is just what every church organization ought to be.

—The Christian at Work says that according to the
' rast statisties “there are just 1,190 D. P’s. in the
. <byterian Church—that is 1,190 ministers who don’t
wreach.”

—_The native Christians of Madagascar have given,
during the last ten years, one million dollars toward the
spread of the gospel. Why don’t these converted
heathen send some of their money to America? It
would doubtless be received gladly.

—Tt is estimated that the number of schools at present
connecied with the various foreign missions exceeds 12,-
000. 'The Bible has been translated into 236 languages
and dialects, while its circulation during the past eighty
years has reached an aggregate of 148,000,100 copies.

—The Moravian missionaries. who have been laboring
for many years on the borders of Thibet, waiting for an
opportunity to enter that country, have at last found

- one, and it is hoped that a mission will soon be estab-
lished there. The Scriptures are being printed in the
Thibetan language, and will soon be completed.

! —Rev. George Hill, of Derby, says it is a remarkable
fact, in view of some popular theories as to the origin of
the human race, that no race has ever yet been found,
in any part of the world, too degraded to be reached by
Christian truth, or speaking a language so barbarous as
to be incapable of receiving a translation of the Seript-
ures,

. —There are now between three and four hundred
Christian schools in China, containing over six thousand
pupils. A Presbyterian lady missionary, mentioning

_ this phase of Christian work, claims that, through the
agency of these schools, “before many years, if the
church be faithful to her trust, the whole Chinese Em-
pire will be full of light.”

—The Bishop of Manchester, on the occasion of ded-
icating a church at Mossley, recently, said that unless
the present internecine war in the Church of England
were speedily terminated, the days of the church as a
national institution were numbered. The very faith of
the church was in jeopardy while its wmembers were
fighting about the clothes they should wear.

—A specimen of Catholic bigotry is given in the last
Monitor. In a paragraph concerning the Milwaukee
fire, it says, “ Among the victims we notice the names of
many employees who were doubtless Catholics, and we
ask our readers to remember them in their prayers.”
Since these prayers are furnished ready-made, we can-
not see why they should be so chary of them.

" —A D. D. of the Methodist Episcopal Church says in
a Southern paper: “ 1 have known hundreds of men and
~‘men who made no pre:ension to holiness, who had
~meed no ‘second blessing” who had found no

v bty w7 cenght no ¢ higher life,” who, in fact,
. BTN * %alvin life and conversation
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——I'wo labe, Yool e vation Army in
New York, have * -5'% . ~ nder against the
rector of a prominent ., ‘'u «.i rch of that city.

1

Neither of the ladies, however, L.» -1y personal griev-
ance, but claims that the minister standered the Army
in a recent sermon.  It.is thought that the leaders of
the Army instigated the suit. At any rate it is very
evident that all the members of the Salvation Army are
not well versed in the sermon on the mount. )
—Mayor Edson, of New York, in his message to the
Board of Aldermen, says of the Sunday Law: “I ear-
nestly hope that great caution will be observed in deal-
ing with this difficelt and important question. For my

part, I count the Christian Sunday, the weekly day of
rest, among the greatest blessings which have come
down to us—a blessing which we are bound to preserve
to all our fellow-citizens, and most of all to the working
classes and to the poor. I am well aware of the diffi-
culties that must ‘be encount®ed in drawing the lines
within which the law can be made justly to operate for
the protection of society; yet I am convinced that cus-
tom alone cannot be relied upon among a population
composed as ours is, but that in many instances individ-
ual inclinations must be restrained for the general
good.”

—The Sunday-School Times has in the main Seript-
ural ideas in regard to giving. Here are a few words on
the subject: “The Bible seems to be written with the
idea in the minds of its inspired penmen that one-tenth
of one’s income, and one-seventh of one’s time belong of
right to God; and that the withholding of the tithe of
one's increase, or of the Sabbath of one’s week, is a rob-
bery of God. This seems to have been settled by the
common law of God on earth in the earliest ages of our
race. It was the recognized rule long before the Mosaic
economy was declared. Christianity privileges man to
count all his possessions and all his time the Lord’s, so
as not to be particular about giving the one-tenth of the
one, or the one-seventh of the other. But Christianity
does not license man to give less into the Lord’s treasury
than the law of old—the Mosaic law, and the earlier
patriarchal law—-demanded. He is a good deal less
than a Christian, and less than a Jew, who does not
give one-tenth of his income and one-seventh of his
time to the Lord nowadays. And this tithe-giving is
apart from charities, apart from gifts about which one
has any personal choice. It is the poll-tax of the citi-
zen of God’s earthly kingdom.”

News and Notes.

—There were 95,000,000 gallons of beer “drunk in this
country last year.

—All the money for a $10.000 statue to Mr. Garfield,
has been raised in Cincinnati.

—The books of Castle Garden show the arrival of
455,450 immigrants the past year.

—1In the silk industry in Italy 120,480 women, 15,692
men and 64 273 children are engaged. .

—FEighty savages and fifty white soldiers ‘were killed
in a recent Indian fight at Tehauntepec.

—The greater part of the city of Kherson, in the south
of Russia, was destroyed by fire on the 16th.

—Chocolate lovers will be interested to know that
chocolate cakes are now made from peanuts, without a
particle of chocolate in them.

—The steamer Josephine blew up in Susan Bay.
fifty miles north of Seattle, W. T., Jan. 18. Eight
persons were killed, and several others injured.

—The month of January has been characterized by
severe cold weather throngh the country. 1t hasseldom
been s0 cold in California as in the last few weeks.

—The president of the court trying the anarchists at
Lyons, has received nineteen threatening letters. Sev-
eral came from Switzerland, Germany, and Russia.

—Serious trouble is feared in France on account of
financial matters. The excess of taxes has been stead-
ily declining, and for the year there is a large deficiency.

—The crew of a ship that arrived in Brooklyn, N. Y.
on the 15th inst, were so badly frozen as to be unable to
perform duty. Only the captain and mate were left to
do the work.

—On the 16th inst., there were eleven shocks of
earthquake in the town of Orduna, Spain. Masses
were said in the fields, as it was considered dangerous
to occupy the church. )

— A fight has occurred between a body of 500 Egyp-
tian troops and the forces of the False Prophet. Two
hundred and forty of the former were killed and the
remainder taken prisoners ‘

—Mayor Edson, of New York, like his predecessor,
Mayor Grace, has refused Salmi Morse a licensc to pro-
duce the Passion Play. By so doing he has pleased the
respectable part of the community. .

—The steamer Cimbria, of the Hamburg-American
Steam Packet Company, was sunk in the German
Qcean, Jan. 20. There were nearly 500 passengers on
board, only fifty-six of whom were rescued.

—The French Chamber of Deputies have voted 1,275,-
000 francs 10 defray the expenses of M. de Brazza’s ex-
pedition to Africa. Itis considered possible to complete
the exploration of the upper Congo in two years.

—The inaugural address of Governor Butler, of
Massachusetts, contained a strong plea for universal
suffrage, and Governor Waller, of Connecticut, recom-
mends that women be allowed to vote for school officers.

. —1It is reported that the king of Italy is sinking into
a condition of confirmed melancholy. For days to-
gether he does not speak a word to any human being.
He appears at the queen’s receptions, but does not open
his lips.

—A large crowd gathered at a theater in Philadel-
phia, last week, for the purpose of witnessing an en-
counter between two noted pugilists; but by order of
the Mayor, the police would allow no one to enter the
hall. They do things differently in San Irancisco;
Philadelphia is behind the times.

while performing funeral services.

—A dispateh from Dublin says the whole north of
Ireland is in a most wretched condition, owing to the
complete destruction of the grain crops in September
by a terrible tornado and the rotting of the entire
potato crop, caused by constant rains. In one place
such general destruction prevails that twenty-two tons
of Indian meal per week is required to keep the people
barely alive. Relief is coming slowly, and despair is
staring everybody in the face.

—An Eastern paper says:- “The drought in North-
eastern New York is a serious matter to mill-owners,
some of whom are using steam power for the first time
in twenty years, and to thousands of people whose wells
have never failed before. In many spots the ground
does not contain moisture enough to freeze.” * Over
a considerable portion of Western Vermont and North-
eastern New York,” says The Troy Press, “there has
been nothing like a soaking, drenching rain. since early
last summer, and only from two to four or five days’
rain all told during that period.” :

—The jury that investigated the disaster that oc-
curred on the Troy and Boston Railroad in December-
last, are very outspoken in their decision. They find
the superintendent, engineer, conductor, and train
dispatcher, jointly and severally, guilty of causing the
death of the men who were killed.” There is a growing
recklessness in regard to human life, and the remarks
of the jury in this case will apply to others. They say:
“Qverworked, poorly-paid, and inexperienced employees,
an overburdened single track, unsuitable cars and rusty
brakes, may be necessary concomitants of indigent
corporations, but the interest and safety of the travel-
ing public demand something different.”

®bituary.

Mi1rLER.—Died of diphtheria, near Milton, Or., Dec.
5, 1882, William Andrew, son of Noe and Flora Miller,
aged 2 years, 10 months, and 4 days. Willie was an
active, child, was expanding a quick mind, hence a
promising son. His death was a severe stroke on his
parents and friends; but as they were endeavoring to
cherish “ that blessed hope ” so frequently cited in God’s
word, we were enabled to console them, somewhat, even
G. W. COLCORD.

PErKINs..—Died of spinal disease, at her home in
Little River, Mendocino County, Cal., Lillie Dora, only
daughter of Charles A. and Nancy E. Perkins, aged
9 years, 10 months, and 18 days. Funeral services at
the house, Dec. 25, Eld. J. S. Ross (Baptist) officiating.

Many mourning relatives and friends followed the
loved one to the grave, which kind hands had lined
with evergreens and flowers, and she was laid to rest,
covered by the floral offerings of her little school-mates.

Dora was a dutiful, prayer-loving little girl, and the
bereaved ones have the hope of the resurrection, when
the lost will be restored, to comfort them in their afflic-
tion. Mgzs. B. C. R1cE

THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR.

AN JLLUSTRATED WEEKLY PAPER DEVOTED T0 THE MORAL CULTURE AND
REL1610US INSTRUCTION OF YOUTH AND CHILDREN.

Tu1s paper is already favorably known to a host of readers throughout
the country. It is filled with a great variety of excellent matter written
and selected with special reference to the wants of the young. Its pages
are entirely free from the insipid, trashy literature with which so manj
youth’s papers are filled, yet thereis no approach to dullness Each nums«
ber contains interesting anecdotes and incidents, as well as much useful
information, and is wellillustrated. It always contains something fresh
and new. Carefully prepared

SABBATH-SCHOOL LESSONS

Are presented each week. These are adapted to the needs of everybody,
from the oldest to the youngest, and are calculated to increase the inters
est of all in the study of the bible.

It will be the aim of the publishers of the Instructor to make it the
BEST PAPER OF ITS CLASS NOW ISSUED.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE.

SINGLE corY, 75 cents per year. Ix CLuBs—5 copies to one address,
60 cents each. 10 copies to one address, 50 cents each.

THE SUNSHINE SERIES.

TaIs consists of a set of ten small books containing choice moral and
religious stories for the little ones. Itis adapted to children from four to
eight years of age, and older.

Putup in glazed paper coers, 320 pages, price 50 cents.

The Instructor .with Sunshine Series as premium will be sent to new
subseribers for 85 cents.

Address, Youri's INSTRUCTOR, Battle Creek, Mich.
Or, S1exs oF ThE TivEs, Oakland, Cal.

EARLY WRITINGS OF MRS. WHITE.

Comprising ‘ Experience and Views’’ and * Spiritual Gifts Volume
One,” bound in one volume. This makes a neat and attractive book of
nearly 200 pages, and should be read by old ana young. The matter and
the style in which it is presented are so interesting that no one who has
read one chapter will forego the pleasure and profit of reading the remain-
der. Price, 75 cents.

, Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.
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Che Signs of the Times.

OARLAND, CAL., FIFTH-DAY, JANUARY 25, 1883.

A FRIEND sends us an article from the Chicago Trib-
une of recent date, by which we learn that steps are
being taken in earnest to enforce Sunday observance
in Illinois. The Sunday movement is becoming more
and more general, and is of the deepest interest to us.

TrE Christian at Work, speaking of the enforce-
ment of the Sunday Law, says: “The day has gone by
when the constable can be used to make converts to
Christ.,” The day when that could be done never ex-
isted; but the time has been when the constable was
employed to make converts to the dogmas of Rome, and
there are plenty of men in this country who are willing
and anxious to try it again.

WirHIN a week the newspapers have chronicled the
loss by accident of over a thousand lives. By the burn-
ing of a theater in Russia, as noted last week, 300 per-
sons perished. This week we note the sinking of the
steamer Cimbdria, by which 430 persons were lost. In
the face of these, accidents in which not more than a
dozen persons are killed, are called “minor accidents.”
These have swelled the list of victims. Many of these
accidents might be avoided, if human life were not
held so cheap. We grow weary and sick of hearing
of this continual slaughter, and long with increasing
earnestness for the return of our Lord, and the begin-
ning of his reign of peace.

WE are pleased to know that our liberal offer is meet-
ing with a hearty response. The S1aNs mailing clerk
informs us that he has received 400 orders for the papers
during the past week, besides renewals. Many V. M
Societies are also increasing their clubs. We learn by
the last Review that; the Battle Creek society resolved
at a recent meeting to increase their club to 1,000
‘copies. We will endeavor to respond to the apprecia-
tion expressed by these orders, by making the paper
better than ever before.

We wish to call attention to the ““ Terms for 1883,” in
another column. Careful attention to those points will
‘save much trouble and dissatisfaction. When persons
order the paper, without premium, for their friends,
they should state that it is for a friend, or for the poor,
as otherwise the price of the paper is $2.00.

The Sunday Law.

THE following we clip from the report of the pro-
ceedings of the Legislature now in session in Sacra-
mento. It indicates that no compromise will be made,
but that the Sunday Law must go untonditionally.
This also will be followed by a reaction:—

“The second reading of bills was then taken up,
among which was the Sunday law. .

“Whitney offered several amendments, prohibiting
bull-figi'ts, cock-fights, and other barbarous exhibitious
on Sunday.

“Cross said that a law now existed prohibiting such
amusements on any day. There was no necessity,
therefore, to have a specific prohibition for Sunday.

“The amendments were all voted down by a party
division. p :

“ Whitney then offered a substitute for the bill pro-
viding for the closing of saloons during the hours of
church worship, but allowing all stores and beer
gardens to be kept open throughout the day. He did
not think the Democracy had ptedged itself to repeal
everything calculated to restrain license on the first day
of the week.

“Tke roll was called and the substitute was rejected
by a party division.”

Another Powder Explosion.

SUNDAY afternoon. the 21st, the citizens of Oakland,
San Francisco, and neighboring towns, were startled by
a series of explosions. A cloud of dense smoke in the
north soon revealed the fact that the Giant Powder
Works at West Berkeley, about six miles distant, had
blown up. There were seven distinct reports, at each of
which the buildings in the city shook as with an earth-
quake. Investigation showed that one white man and
between twenty and thirty Chinamen were killed.
There have been many explosions at these works before,
but nothing so severe as this.

In this connection we cannot refrain from noticing

that there is on all sides a growing disregard of human
life. The rapidly increasing number of frightful acci-
dents, shows great recklessmess on the part of those on
whose faithfulness many lives depend. We think we
cannot be accused of s#aining a point when we say
that this negligence is a sign of the times. Men in
these last days are “lovers of their own selves;” and to
the degree that they are wrapped up in themselves,
they disregard other people’s welfare.

Another thing that is an invariable accompaniment
of these powder explosions is worthy of note as show-
ing how the lives of a despised race are regarded. If
one speaks to his neighbor about the frightful loss of
life, the reply will be, “ Yes; but they were all China-
men.”

Railroad Accident.

THE most terrible accident ever known en this coast
occurred on the Southern Pacific Railroad, early in the
morning of the 20th. The south-bound overland express
had reached the summit of Tehachipi Mountain, in Kern
County, and had stopped in order that the * help”
engine, put on to assist in making the. ascent, might be
detached. As this engine is always behind the regular
one, the train was left standing alone while the change
was being made. A heavy gale was blowing, and as
the brakes were insecurely fastened, the cars began to
move backwards down the grade. The employees
were on the ground, and before they could reach the
train it was beyond their reach, and moving with
rapidly-increasing velocity. After running three miles
down the mountain, two sleeping coaches, the mail,
baggage, and express cars, jumped from the track, and
rolling over, fell about forty feet down an embankment.
Here they took fire from the stoves and lamps, and
were soon consumed. The other two cars kept on the
track and were stopped about two miles further on
without damage. Of those that were in the wrecked
cars, fourteen were wounded, four were killed outright,
and seventeen were burned to death. Only six persons
escaped uninjured.

Astronomical Christians.

THIs is what the Christian at - Work calls those who
make good resolutions periodically on the first of
January. This and that bad habit is to be broken off;
a new leaf is to be turned over; church duties are to be
more faithfully discharged. etc. The new leaf is turned
over, but soon it becomes old; temptations as:ail; the
old appetites clamor for indulgence; and soon the page
is as black as the previous one. Then the individual
becomes discouraged, but thinks to make amends for
his remissness by saying, “Next year I will d¢ better;”
and he waits for January 1, to come around again
before he makes another attempt. '

This is a fair statement of the case of more than a
few. That such a course is wrong need hardly be said.
Not that it is wrong to make good resolutions at the
beginning of the year, or at any other time; but it is
wrong to wait until some set time before putting the
resolution into practice, or to despair because a resolu-
tion has been broken. Have you turned over a new
leaf tnat is already soiled? Have your New Year
resolutions already been broken? Begin again, imme-
diately, and press on with the help of God. The Chris-
tian life is a constant’ warfare; it is a race in which
they only succeed who run with persevering patience,
looking steadfastly unto Jesus.

Perhaps the trouble with your resolution was, as is
usually the case with those that are put off till some
definite time, that it was made in your own strength.
If so, failure was to be expected. If you are in this
condition, or if you have not made any resolution at
all, do it now. Do not put it off till “a more con-
venient season,” for you may not live to see it. Jesus
Christ is as willing and able to help you now as he will
be next year, for he is ““the same yesterday and to-day
and forever.” But you are not sure of forever, nor
even of to-morrow. ¢ Now is the accepted time.”
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