
" Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be," Rev. 22 :12. 
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WORD TFO '111-1H, WE_AECY. 

OH, give me a word, blest Master, 
That I may repeat for thee! 

A message to one who needs it; 
Entrust it, dear Lord, to me! 

And teach me that 1 may say 
. What thou shalt desire to-day. 

O mourner.! whose tears are falling 
So fast on the cheerless sod, 

Who feelest the world is empty, 
Aye, almost without a God; 

Look up, - there is one Friend left; 
Thou art'not of Christ bereft; 

He feeleth for all thy sorrow, 
His heart knoweth all thy grief; 

He yearns to afford thee comfort, 
To give to his child relief. 

Look up, though thine eyes, be dim, 
..And,pour out thy woe to him. 

In love he withdraws thy treasure; 
I know not the reason why; 

Perchance he 	tell thee softly, 
When none but himself is nigh; 

And then, with a sob of peace, 
Thy bitter distrust may cease. 

Hush! listen, for he is speaking: 
"Be still, my poor child, be still; 

I might not have dealt more gently, 
Oh, doubt not my holy will. 

The portion is hard to take, -
But drink it, for my dear sake. 

I once drained the cup of sorrow, . 
To .save thee from untold ill; 

My child, wilt thou not then trust me; 
Though thou canst not trace my will ? 

Believing that I kno-W best, 	. 
Come unto me and rest." 

—Charlotte Murray, in Sabbath Recorder. 

Oevarat 	,rtide5. 

Nehemiah Secures the Co-operation of 
the People. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

THE royal letters to -the governors of the prov-
inces along his route, secured to Nehemiah an 
honorable reception and prompt assistance. And 
no enemy dared molest the official who was 
guarded by the power of the Persian king and 
treated with so marked consideration by the 
provincial rulers. Nehemiah's journey was there-
fore safe and prosperous. 

His arrival at Jerusalem, however, with the 
attendance of .a military guard, showing that he 
had come on some important mission, excited the 
jealousy and hatred of the enemies of Israel. 
The heathen tribes settled near Jerusalem bad 
previously indulged their enmity against the Jews 
by heaping upon them every insult and injury 
which they dared inflict. Foremost in this evil 
work were certain chiefs of these tribes., Sanbal-
lat the Horonite, Tobiah the • Ammonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian ; _and from this time those 
leaders watched with jealous eye the movements 
of Nehemiah, and endeavored by every-means in 
their power to thwart his plans and hinder his 
work. 

Nehemiah continued to exercise the same cau-
tion and prudence which had hitherto marked his 
course. Knowing that bitter and determined ene-
mies stood ready to oppose every effort for the  

restoration of Jerusalem, he concealed the nature 
of his business until by previous observation he 
had been enabled to form his plans. Thus he 
was prepared to secure the co-operation of the 
people and set them at work before his enemies 
had opportunity to arouse their fears or their 
prejudice. 

Yet, although he had been so highly favored of 
God, Nehemiah did not move out in an independ-
ent, self-sufficient manner, as if able to carry 
everything by his own ability. He selected a few 
persons whom be knew to be worthy of confidence, 
and to them he made known the circumstances 
which had led to his visit, the object to be accom-
plished, and the plans which he purposed to em-
ploy, and secured their assistance in his important 
undertaking. 

On the third night after his arrival, the burden 
weighing so heavily upon his mind as to preclude 
sleep, he rose at midnight, and with a few trusted 
companions went out to view for himself the deso-
lation of Jerusalem. Mounted on his mule, he 
moved about by moonlight, surveying the ruined 
walls and broken gates of the city of his fathers. 
Painful were the reflections that filled the mind of 
the Jewish patriot. Memories of Israel's past 
glory stood out in sharp contrast with the marks 
of her present degradation. Because she had not 
taken heed to the word of God, because she had 
not received reproof, and corrected her ways, she 
had been left to be thus reduced in power and 
honor among the nations. The people for whom 
God bad wrought wondrously, had trifled with 
their, privileges, set at naught his counsels, and 
joined themselves to idolaters, until he had with-
draw nfrom them his special presence and protec-
tion. 

With sorrow stricken heart, that visitant from 
afar gazes upon the, ruined defenses of his loved 
Jerusalem. And is it not thus that angels of 
Heaven survey the condition of the church of 
Christ? Like the dwellers at Jerusalem, we be-
come accustomed to existing evils, and often are 
content to do nothing to remedy them. But how 
do they appear to the eye of one divinely illu-
minated ? Would he not, like Nehemiah, look 
upon ruined walls, and gates burned with fire? 

Are not every where visible the shameful tokens 
of backsliding from God and conformity with a 
sin-loving and truth-hating world ? In these 
days of darkness and peril, who is able to stand 
in defense of Zion and show her any good ? Her 
spiritual state and prospects are not in accordance 
with the light and privileges bestowed of God. 

The same reproofs are applicable to her to-day 
as to the people of Israel when the Lord said by 
his prophets, " Thus have they loved to wander, 
they have not refrained their feet, therefore the 
Lord doth not accept them ; he will now remem-
ber their iniquity and visit their sins." 

In secrecy and silence, Nehemiah completed his 
circuit of the walls. He declares, " The rulers 
knew not whither I went, or what I did ; neither 
had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, 
nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest 
that did the work." In this painful survey he 
did not wish to attract the attention of either 
friends or foes, lest an excitement be created; and 
reports be put in circulation which might defeat, 
or at least hinder, his work. 

Nehemiah devoted the remainder of the night 
to prayer ; in the morning there must be earnest 
effort to arouse and unite his dispirited and di-
vided countrymen. Although he bore a royal 
commission requiring the inhabitants to co-operate 
With him. in rebuilding the walls of the city, he 
chose not to depend upon the mere exercise of 
authority. He- sought rather to gain the confi-
dence and sympathy of the people, well knoWing 
that a union of hearts as well as hands was essen-
tial to success in the great work which he had 
undertaken. When he called the people together  

on the morrow, he presented such arguments as 
were calculated to- arouse their dormant energies 
and to unite. their scattered numbers. 

They knew not, neither did•he tell them, of his 
mournful midnight circuit while they were sleep-
ing. , Nevertheless that „very circumstance con-
tributed greatly to his success. He was enabled 
to speak of the condition of the city with an 
accuracy and minuteness that astonished his 
hearers, while the .  actual contemplation of the 
weakness and degradation ,of Israel, deeply im-
pressing his heart, gave earnestness and power to 
his words., He presented before the people their 
condition as objects. of reproach among the 
heathen. The nation once so highly favored of 
God as to excite the terror of ,all surrounding 
countries, had now become a by-word and a hiss-
ing. Her religion was dishonored, her God blas-
phemed.  

He then told them how, in a distant land, he 
had heard of their affliction, how he had entreated 
the favor of God in their behalf, and how, while 
praying, the plan bad been formed in his mind, of 
soliciting permission 'from the king to come to 
their assistance. He had asked God that the 
king might not only allow him to go to Jerusalem, 
but invest him with authority and render the 
help needed for the work. His prayer had been 
answered in such a manner as clearly ,to show 
that the whole thing was of the Lord. And 
having thus laid the matter fully before them, 
showing that he was sustained by the combined 
authority of the Persian king and the God of 
Israel, _Nehemiah put to the people directly the 
question whether they would take advantage of 
this favorable occasion, and arise with him and 
build the wall. 

This appeal went straight to their hearts; the 
manifestation of the favor of Heaven toward 
them put their fears to shame. With 'new cour-
age they cried out with one voice, " Let us rise up 
and build." 

The holy energy and high hope of Neherniah 
were communicated to the people.. As they 
caught the spirit, they rose for a time to the 
moral level of their leader. Each, in his own 
sphere, was a sort' of. Nehemiah; and each 
strengthened and upheld his brother in the work. 

There is need of Nehemiahs in the church to-
day,—not men who can pray and preach only, 
but men whose prayers and sermons are braced, 
with firm and eager purpose. The course pur-
sued by this. Hebrew patriot, in the accomplish-. 
ment •of his plans is one that should still be 
'adopted by ministers and leading men. When 
they have laid their plans, they should present 
them to the church in such a manner as to win 
their interest and co-operation. Let .the people 
understand the plans and share in the work, and 
they will have a personal interest in its pros-
perity. 

The success attending Nehemiah's efforts, shows 
what prayer, faith, and wise, energetic action, 
will. accomplish. Living faith will prompt to 
energetic action. The spirit manifested by the'  
leader will be, to a great extent, reflected by the 
people. If the leaders professing to believe the 
solemn, important truths that are to test the 
world at this time, manifest no ardent zeal to 
prepare a people to stand in the day of God, we 
must expect the church. to be careless, indolent, 
and pleasure-loving. 

Among the first to catch Nehemiah's spirit of 
zeal and earnestness were, the priests of Israel. 
From the position of influence which- they occu-
pied, these men could do much to hinder or 
advance the work. Their ready co-operation ,at 
the very outset, contributed not a little to its 
success: Thus should it be in every holy enter-
prise. Those whq occupy positions of influence 
and responsibility in the church, should be fbre-
most in the work of God. If they move .  relue- 
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tautly, others will not move at all. But " their zeal 
will provoke very many." When their light 
burns brightly, a thousand torches will be kin-
dled at the flame. 

A majority of the nobles and rulers of Israel 
also came nobly up to their duty; but there were 
a few, the Tekoite nobles, who " put not their 
necks to the work of their Lord." While the 
faithful builders have honorable mention in the 
book of God, the memory of those slothful serv-
ants is branded with shame, and handed down 
as a warning to all future generations. In every 
religious movement there are some who, while 
they cannot deny that it is the work of God, will 
keep themselves aloof, refusing to make any effort 
to advance it. But in enterprises to promote 
their selfish interests, these men are often the 
most active and energetic workers. It were well 
to remember that record kept on high, the book 
of God, in which all our motives and our works 
are written,—that book' in which there are no 
omissions, no mistakes, and out of which we are 
to be judged. There every neglected opportunity 
to do service for God will_ be faithfully reported, 
and_every deed of faith and love, however humble, 
will be held in everlasting remembrance. 

Against the inspiring• influence of Nehemiah's 
presence, the example of the Tekoite nobles had 
little weight. The people in general were ani-
mated with,one heart and one soul of patriotism 
and cheerful activity. Men of ability and influ-
ence organized the various classes of citizens into 
companies, each leader making himself responsi-
ble for the erection of a certain portion of the 
wall., It was a sight well pleasing to God and 
angels to see the busy companies working har-
moniously upon the broken-down walls of Jeru-
salem, and it was a joyous sound to hear the noise 
of instruments of labor from the earliest dawn 
"till the stars appeared." 

Nehemiah's zeal and energy did not abate, now 
that the work was actually begun. He did not 
fold his handsjeeling that he might let fall the 
burden. With tireless vigilance he constantly 
superintended the work, directing the workmen, 
noting every hindrance, and providing for every 
emergency. His influence was constantly felt 
along the whole extent of those three miles of 
wall. With timely words he encouraged the fear-
ful, approved the diligent, or aroused the laggard. 
And again he watched with eagle eye the move-
ments of their enemies, who at times collected at 
a distance, and engaged in earnest conversation 
as if plotting mischief, and then drawing near 
the workmen attempted to divert their attention 
and hinder the work. While the eye of every 
worker is often directed to Nehemiah, ready to 
heed the slightest . signal, his eye and heart are 
uplifted to God, the great overseer of the whole 
work, the one who put it into the heart of his 
servant to build. And as faith and courage 
strengthen in his own heart, Nehemiah exclaims, 
and his words, repeated and re-echoed, thrill the 
hearts of the workers all along the line, " The 
God of Heaven, he will prosper us." 

"Alt These Things Ar8 against Me." 

ALAS, poor Jacob! He was, indeed, brought 
very low when he could speak thus; and though 
we may not vindicate him for murmuring, we 
understand his state of heart too well to think 
of upbraiding him for thus giving way to the 
bitterness of his grief. He that is without sin 
among you let him cast the first stone at him; 
for myself, I have been too often in the same 
condemnation with him to allow myself to judge 
him with harshness. It is very easy for those 
who take no thought of his affliction, or who 
have themselves known no serious sorrow, to 
speak loftily of his weakness, and utter biting 
things about his unbelief; but when we remember 
how he was situated and what he had suffered, 
we shall admit that his emotion was, at least, 
natural. Blameworthy no doubt it was. But it 
is God's to measure the blame, while it is ours 
to sympathize with his sorrow, and to be in-

_ structed by his despair. For many years he had 
carried in his heart a grief, which was all the 
more consuming because it was unspoken. His 
favorite son had been taken from him under such 
circumstances as left him in terrible uncertainty 
as to his fate. He had the apparent evidence, 
indeed, that an evil beast bad devoured him; and 
there was at the same time the knowledge that 
his other children, so far from sharing his sor-
row, rejoiced in the absence of the envied son. 

Then there came upon him and his .family a sore 
famine, which compelled him to send for supplies 
to Egypt, where Simeon had been in some mys-
terious manner detained as a hostage for the ap-
pearance of Benjamin; and now, when the press-
ure of scarcity was again felt, the necessity of 
letting his youngest son go, coupled with the pos-
sibility that he might never return, fairly over-
came the patriarch, and he sobbed out in broken 
utterance these despairing,  words: " Me ye have 
bereaved of my children; Joseph is not, Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away; all these 
things are against me." 

But natural as this outgush of feeling was, it 
was essentially atheistic. He makes no mention 
of God• in his exclamation. He speaks angrily 
to his sons, as if they had done it all, and doubt 
less, knowing what at that time he did not know, 
we cannot but admit that they had been griev-
ously to blame; but he has no reference hereto_ 
him who on the memorable night at Bethel had. 
said to him, " I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land." For the moment he 
has forgotten how the Lord had led him at first 
to Laban's house, and had given him prosperity 
during his twenty-one years sojourn in Padan-
aram; how he had cared for him when he left 
his father-in-law; how he had mollified the rage 
of the offended Esau; how he bad blessed him at 
Peniel by giving him rightfully as a suppliant 
the birthright which he had formerly, sought 
wrongfully as a supplanter; and how he had pro-
tected him at the time when the violence of some 
of his sons might have drawn upon him the ven-
geance of the Shechemites. Was it indeed so, 
that all these things had been against him? We 
see, indeed, that after awhile, when his sons 
were in the very act of bidding him farewell, he 
came back to his trustfulness, and offered for 
them this prayer: "God Almighty give you 
mercy before the man, that he may send away 
your other brother and Benjamin; if I be .be-
reave,: of my children, I am bereaved." But, at 
firgt, when the full shadow of his trouble passed 
over him, his faith was, for the moment, eclipsed, 
and his God was for the time forgotten. But so 
it is with men still. The mercies of a life-time 
are ignored in the bitterness of a single trial; and 
God, who has been our friend for years, is ac-
counted our enemy, because of some sevdre af-
fliction which has come upon us; or we forget 
him altogether, and throw the blame on some 
external cause, even as in the blind passion of the 
instant I have seen the workman fling away his 
tool, because he could not get it to do just as he 
wished. We remember not, faithless as we are, 
that God does not change toward u§ with the 
changing aspects of his providence, but that he is 
as really our friend when we are plunged in trial 
as when basking in prosperity. 

The surgeon has a stern aspect, and, appar-
ently an unfeeling hand, when he cuts into the 
flesh or amputates a broken limb, but he has a 
loving heart, and the patient trusts him the while, 
hoping for recovery as the result. Even so in 
knowing God's heart toward him, and remember-
ing his past dealings with him, Jacob might have 
had confidence that after and out of this 'sorrow 
there would come a richer joy. But he had for-
gotten God for the time, and so it was no wonder 
that he said, " All these things are against me." 

But atheistic as this sentiment was, it was also 
quite untrue. These things were not against him. 
They were really working for his after good. 
They were onward steps in that process by which 
he was to recover his long-lost son, and was to 
have conferred upon him those years of happiness 
which, as we read the story, we are apt to call 
the Sabbath of his life, with its rest, its thankful 
ness, and its joy. Oh, how he would upbraid 
himself for these hasty words in later days, when 
he went to see Joseph in his palace and took his 
grandsons on his knees; and when at length, he 
shall enter the heavenly land, and see God s 
purpose runninc,  through his life, I can imagine 
him saying, " Now I know the thoughts of thy 
heart towards me, and bless thee, that they were 
thoughts of peace and not of evil to give me this 
expected end." 

We all feel that there are times when we are 
prone' to fall into this despair. We all acknowl-
edge, too, that such a state of mind is sinful. Yet, 
perhaps, the very next affliction that comes upon 
us, be it bereavement, or temporal misfortune, or 
distress of whatever sort, will draw from us this 
wailing cry. Let us see, therefore, what consid- 

erations we may draw from this Book,. or from 
our own experience, wherewith we may fortify-
ourselves for the resistance of the strain of this 
temptation. The storm is always trying to the 
mariner, but it is not nearly so formidable to him 
who has a well-appointed vessel and active crew, 
as to him whose ship is ill-found, and whose sail-
ors are disabled by intemperance. If, therefore, 
we would stand the strain, we must have every-
thing in readiness for meeting it when it comes. 
Now there are some truths which, treasured up 
in the memories of our hearts, would keep us 
from sinking into Jacob's despair. 

First of all we have the unqualified assurance-, 
that God is the friend of his people; and that he is 
directing and controlling all things for their high-
est good. Again and again he has said to his. 
own, " Fear not, for I am with thee," and he has 
_declared that he will " never leave them nor for-
sake them." Nay, to make assurance doubly 
sure, he has appealed to the most stable things in 
nature, saying, "The mountains may depart, and 
the hills be removed, but my loving kindness 
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the cove-
nant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, 
Who hath mercy -upon thee." Nor is this all; in 
one of the most beautiful passages which the Old 
Testament contains, he represents himself as the 
author of his people's trials, while at the same 
time he sets forth the reason why he sends them, 
and describes the gracious results which flow 
from them. " Therefore,"—that is, as the pre-
vious verse makes clear, because she forgot God,— 

therefore, behold I will allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 
unto her, and I will give- her vineyards from 
thence, and the Valley of Achor for a door of 
hope, and she shall sing there, as in the days of 
her youth, and as in the day when she came up 
out of Egypt." Now, all these declarations, and 
a hundred others which might be quoted, are not 
mere utterances of courtesy or of course. They 
are the words of him who is the truth, and who is 
able to bring to pass that which is good for us, 
and to perfect that which concerneth us. He is 
the great center of providence. " Of him, and to 
him, and through him, are all things." He doeth 
according to his will in the armies of Heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. All things, 
the tiniest as well as the most stupendous, are 
under his control, and what he promises he is able 
to perform. He does not say what he does not 
mean, neither does he pledge himself to anything 
which he cannot carry through. " He is God, 
and beside .him ;there is none ,else." Now, with 
such assurances from such a Person, why should 
we ever Tall into despair ? We can trust the 
word of a fellow-mab, though that has often 
enough been falsified; we can rely upon an arm of 
flesh, though we know that it is feeble and finite 
as our own; why, then, do we not confide in God? 
Is it because he is unseen, or because we do not 
understand his workings? Nay, surely, for, not 
seldom our trust reposes on men whom we have 
not seen, and frequently our faith in them remains 
even when we do not comprehend their designs. 
Why, then, should we distrust the Lord ? Let us 
but hold fast to the conviction that the God of 
Jacob is our refuge, and then it will be easy to 
sing all the rest of that spirit-stirring forty-sixth 
psalm.—Rev. W. M. Taylor, LL. D. 

We Do Not Pray Enough. 

FELIX NEFF once made the following compari-
son: " When a pump is frequently used, but little 
pains are necessary to get water—the water 
pours out at the first stroke, because it is high; 
but if the pump has not been used for along time, 
the water gets low.; and -when you want it, you 
must-pump it a long while, and the wate4,  comes 
only after great efforts. It is so with prayer; if 
we are instant in prayer, every little circum-
stance awakens the disposition to pray, and 
desires and words are always ready. But if we 
neglect prayer, it is difficult for us to pray; for 
the water in the well gets low. 

EVERY one knows what it is to haVe written a 
letter or performed some other work requiring 
time and painstaking care, and then to have 
spoiled it by a blot-or a wrong move made in a 
moment of time. So it is in life. To build a char-
acter is the work of many careful years; to mar 
or destroy it is often the result of a single care-
less movement.—Sabbath Recorder. 
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Postal Jottings.—No. 6. 

JEHOVAH-SHAMMA.H. Ex. 48 :33. This is the 
climax. This is the joyous thought with • regard 
to the new heavens and the new-  earth, the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem,—" The Lord (will be) 
there." Speak not merely of its precious stones 
and jasper walls, of its pearly gates and golden 
streets;  but make . known that the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. Rev. 21: 
1, 2, 22, 23. The glory of God will lighten it, 
and the Lamb will be the light thereof. Listen! 
" Behold the tabernacle of God will be with men, 
and he will dwell with them," not to tarry for a 
night, not to walk there simply in " the cool Of 
the day," (Gen. 3 : 8), but to be their constant 
light and joy. Rev. 22 : h. Oh joy 'of . joys! He 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among the 
144,000, who will.  have come out of the great 
tribulation' (Greek), and have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Rev. 7 : 14, 15. 

Can we have •Jehovah-shammah written over 
our - homes to day ? " The Lord is there;" - is he,' 
beloved ? Is love reigning in our homes, yours 
and . mine? Does God' dwell with us? " With 
that man will God dwell, who is of a contrite and 
humble spirit." Is. 57 : 15. If evil•thoughts are 
allowed in our heartseif we are•proud and worldly, 
God cannot dwell with .us. If our children are 
disobedient-• and quarrelsome, evil angels are 
:About us and God is not here. Oh let us person-
ally and socially seek the Lord, both' parents and 
.children seek him,' that the name' of our homes 
may be, " THE LORD IS THERE." HENRY VESEY. 

Battle Creek (Mich.) College. 

Why Do Men Die ? 

MucH fault is laid upon the God of the Bible 
because he lets men suffer and die, and this, in 
many instances, by those who extol the god of 
Nature. To those who reject the God of revela-
tion, and deify Nature or any other fancied god, 
it is a sufficient answer to say that the god they 
admire is just as cruel—that he permits just as 
many to suffer and die—as the God of the Bible. 

As I was speaking recently of the mercy and 
tender compassion of the Lord, that " like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him," I was met with this'objection: 
Thousands upon thousands have been and are 
suffering and dying of famine. The Almighty 
God of the Bible could, if he would, prevent all 
this by a single word of his power;  and give them 
food ; but he does not ; therefore 	 

Now the great aggregate of all this suffering 
is indeed terrible to contemplate ; but, as indivicr- 
upls, each one Only suffers all that his nature is 
able to endure., and is relieved by death. And 
such has been the lot of all the countless millions 
that have lived from the beginning of the world 
to the present generation, with but two excep-
tions. The question, then, is resolved to this : Is 
it right for God to permit men to die ? 

Our Bible informs us that God allowed our,race 
to choose between obedience and life, and dis-
obedience and death. Our first parents' sinned, 
and death followed. " The wages of sin is death." 
At this point God might have given over the race 
to death and oblivion ; IAA hiS tender mercy de-
vised a way to redeem man from death by a res-
urrection, and the Father accepted the voluntary 
offer of the Son to assume our nature and die for 
us ; so that, being redeemed from the death into 
which I've had fallen, we might, as individuals, 
have another probation, that by faith and obedi-
ence and patient endurance we might have ever- 
lasting life in a world to come. "'God so loved 
the world that he' gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but 'have everlasting life." 

The provision is made, and all are invited freely 
to come. We may become the children of God 
by faith in Christ. We are saved by faith in 
Christ. We are saved by faith and hope. Death 
still is the lot of the righteous, as well as the 
wicked. It is at the resurrection of the just that 
the saints are actually redeemed from death. 
"For the trumpet shall sound, 'and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible; . . . then.shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory." 	, 	• 

It will be seen in the end that God has dealt 
with our race in great mercy. He withheld not 
his Son, but gave him up for us all. We are his  

children by creation, but have become the chil-
dren of the devil by doing - his - works. • Still we 
may become the children of God by faith in Jesus 
Christ. - "Behold, what 'Danner of love the Fa-
ther bath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God."' 

God has done, and will do, the very best for us 
that he can. He gives us the privilege of becom-
ing sons of God -and heirs of eternal life. And 
" like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him ; for he knoweth our 
frame ; he remembereth that we are dust. As 
for man, his days are as grass ; as a flower of the 
field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth 
over it, and it is gone ; and - . the place thereof 
shall know it no • more. But the - mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear him, and ,his righteousness unto chil-
dren's children, to such as ,keep his covenant, 
and to those that remember his commandments 
to do them." 	 R. F. COTTRELL. 

WE ARE comyonm]KJD. 

BY S. J. G. THAYER. 

" Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." Isa. 40 : 1. 
" And I will pray the Father and he shall :rive you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you forever.." John 14 : 16. 

THE time is dark and perilous, and dangers press around, 
Far as our vision reaches, great evils do abound. 
The restless, cheerless pre,ent, with all its wants and woes, 
Is but a faithful mirror, the future to disclose. 
As first-fruits to the harvest, or gleanings when its o'er, 
So is the world's commotion but drops which come before 
The heavy pouring shower; the storm is just ahead; 
But Jehovah is our refuge—and we are comforted. 

Our path is marked out for us—a bright and shining way; 
It leads up from the darkness to everlasting day. 
It's neither smooth nor flow'ry, and thorns may pierce our 

feet; 
But if we're faint and weary, the restin!

'
,  will be sweet. 

Perchance some 'heavy -cross-s must needs be borne. along, 
And, though our hearts are aching, sonic soul-inspiring song 
May' soothe some other heartache—may lift some drooping 

head; 
Then let us do what good we can, for we are comforted. 

The little child, when starting upon the untried way, 
Finds comfort in the sunshine, among the flowers, at play, 
When he has felt the stinging of nettles 'mong the flowers, 
And mother heals the little heart—it's sunshine after showers. 
So we are comforted to-day; Jesus has healed our woes; 
He takes the pains upon himself, and gives our hearts repose. 
Whatever ills beset our way, where'er we're called to tread 
Though dark and deep the waters be—still we are comforted,  

We part with those who love us—to whom our hearts are 
bound— 

We .close their eyes in silence, and lay them in the ground. 
Oh, who shall tell the anguish of every mourning heart, 
Or paint the dreary loneliness when from the loved we part ? 
And yet in all this darkness there comes a gleam of light; 
We scarce can see for weeping, so blinded is our sight; 
The Lord of life is coming—he comes to raise the dead; 
We lift to him our tearful eyes—and we are comforted. 

Oh, there is many a heartache of which we may not tell' 
And.brightest. hopes are buried, without a tolling bell; 
And tears are shed in silence, and pains too deep for tears • 
Are borne without complaining, through long and dreary 
• 

 
years. 

But•in it all and through it all, we see the guiding hand; 
Above the boiling crucible behold the Saviour stand. 
And if 'tis through the wilderness our weary feet must tread, 
'We Only follow whele he leads--and we are comforted. 

But whence comos all this comfort, this balm for every grief ? 
Whore the unfailing fountain that ever brings relief ? 
And is there on 	desert—this dreary tangled 
A cheering bright oasis for every longing child ? 
Yes, all can find by seeking, the never failing spring—
Free as the air we're breathing—if we our idols bring 
And lay-them down at Jesus' feet, and follow him instead. 
There is no woe he cannot reach; we shall be comforted. 

0, Comforter divinely sent! 0 Presence from above! - 
Visit thy waiting people, and fill them with thy love. 
0, Sun of Righteousness arise, with healing in thy wings, 
Attract to thee our downcast eyes, - whence all our comfort 

springs. 
Light up our darkened vision,, our foolish hearts make wise; 
And make our light affliction a 'blessing in disguise. 
Oh come, we wait to welcome, for thou hast surely -said .  
Thy waiting, trusting people, shall•all be comforted. 

Small Engagements. 

How much the brightness of Christian honor 
is dimmed by inattention to "trifles," has by 
contrast 'an illustration in the following bit of 
history:— 

Sir William Napier was one day taking a long 
walk near Freshford, when he met a little girl, 
about five years old, sobbing over a broken bowl. 
She had fallen: while bringing it frorn•the field to 
which she had taken. 	her father's dinner, 
and she said she would be beaten for having 
broken it; then, with-  a sudden gleam of  hope, 
she innocently looked into his face, and said, 
" But ye can mend it, can't ye ? " Sir 'William 
explained • that he could not mend the bowl, but 
the trouble he could mend, by the gift of a sixpence 
to buy another. 	• 

However, on opening his purse, it was 'empty 
of silver, and he had to make amends to meet his 
little friend the same hour next day; and 
to bring the sixpence with him, bidding her, 
meanwhile, tell her mother she had seen a ec_rentle-
man who would bring her the money for the bowl 
next day. The child, entirely trusting him, went 
on- her way comforted. On his return home, he 
found an invitation awaiting him to dine in 
the following evening, to meet some one. whom 
he especially wished to see. He hesitated for 
some little time, trying to calculate the possi-
bility of giving the meeting to his little friend of the 
broken' bowl, and of still being in time for.  the 
dinner-party in Bath; but,- 	finding - that this could 
not be, he wrote to-decline accepting the invitation, 
on the plea of a " pre-engagement," saying to 
one of his family as he did;so, " I cannot disap- 
point her, she trusted. me so implicitly." 	• • • 

Hints for Young Christians. 

NEVER neglect daily prayer; and when you 
pray, remember that God is present, and that he 
hears your prayers. 1 John 5 : 14. 

Never neglect daily private Bible-reading; and 
when you read, remember that God is speaking 
to you, and that you are to believe and act upon 
what he says. All backsliding begins with the 
neglect of these two rules. John 5 : 39. ; 

Never let a day pass without doing something 
for Jesus. Every morning, reflect on what Jesus 
has done for you, and then ask yourself, " What 
am I doing for him ?" Matt. 5 : 3-16. 

If you are ever in doubt as to a thing's being 
right or wrong, go to your room and consider 
whether you can do it in the name of Jesus, and 
ask God's blessing upon it. Col. 3 : 17. If you 
cannot do this, it is wrong. Rom. 14 : 23. 

Never take your Christianity from Christians, 
or argue, because such and such people do so and 
so, that therefore you may. 2. Cor. 10 : 12. You 
are to ask yourself, " How -would the Lord have 
me act ?" Follow him. John 10 : 27. 

Never trust your feelings, or the opinions Of 
men, if they contradict God's word. If authori- 
ties are pleaded, 	"let God be true, but every 
man a liar:" Rom. 3 : 

DON'T LIVE ON FEELING.—It may be helpful to 
some humble disciple who is disturbed because he 
cannot keep his religious feelings up to his ideal 
of what they should be, to be told that the dis-
tinguished Wilbur Fisk was troubled in the same 
way in the earlier years of his Christian life. 
Having opened his heart to the saintly Timothy 
Merritt, of precious memory, this, gentleman said 
to him, " I think you make a christ of your feel-
ings. You do not expect that Christ will bless 
you unless you have a peculiar kind of feelings. 
But Christ does not bless you because you have 
peculiar feelings, but because you believe in him. 
Make a christ of nothing but, Christ." These 
wise words are " apples of gold." The reader 
would do well to let them direct his mental eye 
away from his own perturbed heart up to the 
face of the ever-living Christ.—Ex. 

Joy cometh in the morning—the night is almost o'er; 
And in the restitution, that bright eternal shore, 
They that have sown with weeping shall reap an endless bliss, 
And, in the blessings of that home, forget the griefs of this. 
And so our hearts are joyous, the wormwood and the gall 
Are sweetened by the presence of him who says that all, 
Yes all, shall work together for good to those who tread 
The pathway of the righteous—and we are comforted. INTELLIGENT and thoughtful people will approve 

the refusal of Governor Hamilton of Illinois to 
THOSE who, while their beginning is small, are pardon Charles W. Angell, the embezzler of the 

humble and honest, contented and industrious, Pullman Palace Car Company, who was sentenced 
are in .a likely way to see their latter end greatly for ten years from February, 1879. The fact that 
increasing; he that is faithful in a little shall be a criminal• is well educated, and has had more 
intrusted with more; he that is faithful in that than ordinary advantages in life, does not make 
which is another man's shall be intrusted with his crime less deserving of the full penalties; in 
something' of his own. Jacob, who had been a , fact, the majority of the people would wish him 
just servant, became a rich master. 	 I punished more severely. 
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Death of Christ Vicarious. 

(Concluded.) 
THE following words of Maclaurin are at once 

so suggestive and impressive that we are pleased 
to present them to the reader:— 

" Men may paint Christ's outward sufferings, 
but not that inward excellence from whence their 
virtue flowed, namely, his glory in himself, and 
his goodness to us. - Men may paint one crucified; 
birt hOw can that distinguish the Saviour from 
the criminals ? On• each- side of him we may 
paint his, hands and his feet fixed to the cross; 
but who can paint how these hands used always 
to be stretched forth for relieving the afflicted 
and curing the diseased; or how these feet went 
,always about doing good; and how they cure 
more diseases and do more good now than ever? 
We may paint the outward appearance of his 
sufferings, but not the inward bitterness or in-
visible causes of them. Men can paint the cursed 
tree, but not the curse of the law that made it 
so. • Men can paint Christ bearing the cross to 
Calvary, but not Christ bearing the sins of many. 
We may describe the nails piercing his sacred 
flesh; but who can describe eternal justice pierc-
ing both flesh and spirit? W e may describe the 
soldier's spear, but not the arrow of the Almighty; 
the cup of vinegar which he but tasted, but not 
the cup of wrath which he drank out to the low-
est dregs; the derision of the Jews, but not the 
desertion of the Almighty forsaking his Son, that 
he might never forsake 'us who were his enemies." 

But let us further examine the facts of the 
gospel and see if they will justify the statement 
of Dr. Barnes that. there was only mercy in the 
offering of Jesus Christ for man, as a sacrifice for 
sin. • We do not see how any one can carefully 
consider the sacrifice, and the reason of its being 
made, and yet say there was no manifestation of 
divine justice in the transaction. 

Man is a sinner, condemned to death. Justice 
dethands his life. But God loves the world, and 
gives his Son to die for man. The Son volunteers 
to die; the plan is fixed and determined. After 
years of toil, privation, suffering, and scorn, he 
sees the hour of his death approaching. Alone 
with his Father he pleads, " Father, if it be pos-
sible, let this cup pass from me." Not once only 
does he cry. His soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death. Great drops of sweat, as it were 
blood, burst through the pores of his skin, so in-
tense is his agony, as he prays again and again, 
" Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me." Soon is he betrayed, mocked, buffeted, spit 
upon, scourged, a crown of thorns placed upon 
his head, falsely accused and unjustly condemned, 
made to bear his own cross till he faints under 
the burden, and finally, nailed to the cross, a most 
cruel means of death, in agony he expires. Now, 
.in all candor, let us ask, was there nothing but 
mercy in this transaction? Was there any mercy 
to the Saviour? It is readily acknowledged that 
" mercy • pervades it throughout," as far as the 
sinner is concerned; but was it so toward the 
Saviour? The sinner was not the only one con-
cerned in that transaction. No one 'can make or 
indorse this statement of Dr. Barnes unless he 
looks to the benefit accruing to the sinner, with-
out considering the sufferings and death of the 
Saviour. And that is surely a very limited con-
sideration of the nature and object of the death 
of Christ which leaves his death altogether out 
of view,! 

It may be objected here that Dr. Barnes claims 
an absolute excess of mercy, because the suffer-.  
ings of Christ were but a small part of the suf-
ferings that were justly due to the guilty world. 
But that makes not the least difference; for the 
question of the justice or the injustice of that part 
endured by him, must be settled by the same prin-
ciples that would govern the case had he endured 
the whole. The objection, however;  is wholly 
inadmissible, involving a material error in itself; 
for .death is the penalty of the law, and the just 
due ,of the sinner. This Christ suffered, and to 
deny this were to deny the whole gospel. 

Why was this immense sacrifice' made? Was' 
man of so great value that the glorious Son of 
-the Most High must come to rescue him from 
ruin? - That is by no means the sole reason. 
Satan made a bold attempt to frustrate the plan 
of the Almighty. Man, with the power of reason 
and of will conferred upon him by his Maker, 
must be free to act and to form his own char-
acter in the sight of the Lawgiver. He yielded 
to the tempter's wiles and broke the law of his  

t 	haracter and the more extraordinar 	 • ous 	s c y 
his interposition; the more the sentiments of man-
kinewould be divided between approbation of 
his character, and disapprobation of the law by 
which he suffered. It would be dangerous to 
throw the luster of such a character, the splendor 
and weight of his sufferings, into the scale oppo-
site to that which contains the law. While he 
suffered the penalty, had he complained of -the 
law which exacted it, as being too rigid and severe, 
as having deinanded more .than was really equi-
table, all the glory which the law might have 
derived from such a sacrifice would have been 
entirely lost. The honor of the law would have 
been impaired in the estimation of men, in pro-
portion to the impression which his character and 
example had made on their minds. But so f'ar is 
this from the case before us, that, on the contrary, 
we find both his language and his sufferings com-
bine to produce one result. 

" Never had justice such an advocate as it had 
in the doctrine of Christ;, at the same time never 
had it such a victim as in his sacrifice. He illus-
trated the law in his doctrine, maintained and 
defended its purity, and rescued it from the pol-
lutions with which the scribes and Pharisees had 

debased it. He magnified the law, and made it 
honorable. There was no contrariety between 
his sufferings and his doctrine; on the contrary, 
the one afforded the clearest commentary on the 
equity of the other. • Every part of his conduct, 
and every period of his life, was a practical. illus-
tration of the excellence of the precepts which 
compose that law, the penalty of which he en-
dured on behalf of the offender." . 

Every one must acknowledge that. whatever 
detracts from the honor of the law, detracts from 
the glory of the Lawgiver. • The law cannot, be 
reproached and its Author be honored. Jesus did 
not seek his own glory, but the glory of him that 
sent him; and it was in furtherance of this object 
that he magnified the law and.  made it honorable: 

The following most impressive language.  is found 
in a sermon by John Maclaurin, on " Glorying in 
the Cross":— 

"Here shines spotless justice, incomprehensible 
wisdom, and infinite love, all at once. None of 
them darkens or eclipses the other; every one of 
them gives a luster to the rest. They mingle 
their beams, and shine with united eternal splen-
dor; the just Judge, the merciful Father, and the 
wise Governor. No other object gives such a 
display ,of' all these perfections; yea, all the ob-
jects we know give not such a display of any one 
of them. Nowhere does justice appear so awful, 
mercy so amiable, or wisdom so profound. 

"By the infinite dignity of Christ's person, his 
cross gives more honor and glory to the law and 
justice of God, than a]1 the other sufferings that 
ever were or will be endured in the world. When 
the apostle is speaking to the Romans of the 
gospel, he does not tell them only of God's mercy, 
but also of his justice revealed by it. God's wrath 
against the unrighteousness of men is chiefly re-
vealed by the righteousness and sufferings of 
Christ. The Lord was pleased for his right-
eousness' sake.' Rom. 1 : 17;. Isa.. 42 : 21. Both 
by requiring and appointing that righteousness, 
he magnified the law and made it honorable. . . 
Considering, therefore, that' God is the Judge and 
Lawgiver of the world, it is plain that his glory 
shines with unspeakable brightness in the cross 
of Christ as the punishment of sin. But this. is 
the very thing that hinders the, lovers of sin from 
acknowledging the glory of the cross, because it 
shows so much of God's hatred. of what they 
love." 

Mr. H. H. Dobney, in his excellent work on 
"Future Punishment," discoursing on the nature 
of the law of God, says:— . 

" The mediatorial. work of 'the Son of God is 
Set forth as that which harmonizes.  justice and 
mercy. Arid we can easily .  perceive that the 
authority of law, its motive power, its moral 
force, is more than preserved by this compen-
sative arrangement, which so wonderfully ex-
hibits both the wisdom and the love of God. 

A LANDSLIDE took place in the Franconia Notch 
last summer, and rushed through the flume, " tear-
ing out the famous bowlder like a straw, ripping 
great pieces of solid rock from the side of the 
flume, and greatly increasing its size, pushing on 
a 'tidal wave of solids. The body of the slide, 
which may have been 100 feet high and 500 long, 
was shot from the narrow flume as if from a gi-
gantic cannon, the charge spreading out and cov-
ering a large area from ten to twelve feet deep, 
and in piles of twenty or thirty feet, and sending 
the largest rocks nearly to the bridge. Great 
rocks had furrows ground into them as they were 
forced along, while banks of glistening masses 
show that the terrible pressure reduced many of 
the bowlders to powder." The event was one of 
a kind of which, if it had been prehistoric and 
some geologist of the evolutionary school had 
found a skull or a flint arrow-head at the bottom 
of the rubbish, he would have said that it must 
have taken 1,234,567 years or so to accomplish: it; 
yet it all happened between dark and.  daylight of 
a June day, A. D. 1883.—Christian at Work. 

CHARITY is the scope of all God's commands. 

Creator and Benefactor. Not only the life of 
man, but the honor of God is at stake. Shall 
Satan be permitted to triumph, and man be ut-
terly ruined and blotted from the earth? Or 
shall the divine Lawgiver relax the strictness of 
his law, and so let man escape the penalty which 
he had incurred? Either would dim the glory 
of the Most High. Either would cause "the sons 
of God," who " shouted for joy " when the foun-
dations of the earth were laid, to vail their faces 
in astonishment and in sorrow. God, whose love 
and justice are alike infinite, determined to open 
a way whereby man might be recovered from his 
fall, and the integrity of the law be maintained, 
and its claims fully honored. A way, through 
the sacrifice of his Son, whereby " be might be 
just, and the justifier of him who believeth in 
Jesus." And shall we yet say that the sacrifice 
of Jesus was not an offering to justice? that it 
had no reference to the dignity of the divine 
law, which had been dishonored? We cannot 
see how people can read the sacred Scriptures, 
and look upon the agonies of the cross of Cal-
vary, and yet say that the Atonement does not 
answer the demand of justice. 

But the views which we have quoted from 
Barnes and others on this point, are not those 
which are commonly accepted by evangelical 
Christians. And we rejoice that they are not. 
On the other hand we present a few quotations, 
the sentiments of which, we feel confident, will 
meet a response in many an earnest Christian 
heart. The first is from Bishop Baring, in a 
sermon on " Christ's Death a Propitiatory Sac-
rifice":— 

It is the constant failing of man's limited in-
telligence to attempt to exalt one attribute of 
Jehovah by the surrender of another and to 
throw light upon his love by vailing his justice. 
But the salvation of the gospel, while it immeas-
urably heightens the glory of each attribute, ex-
hibits them all in perfect harmony; so that each 
sheds a luster on the rest, and mercy and truth 
are met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.' Ps. 85 : 10. Oh, where can 
we find set forth in more awful reality the im-
mutability of God's threats, the severity of his 
justice, his infinite abhorrence of sin, than in the 
simple narrative of the ,agony and bloody sweat, 
the cross and passion of God's coequal Son." 

Dr. Chalmers, in a sermon on the " Power of 
the Gospel," said:— 

"That law which, resting on the solemn au-
thority of its firm and unalterable requirements, 
demanded a fulfillment up to the last jot 'and tittle 
of it, has been magnified and has been made hon-
orable by one illustrious Sufferer, who put forth 
the greatness of his strength in that dark hour 
of the travail of his soul when he bore the-burden 
of all its penalties." 

Robert Hall, in a sermon, " The Innocent for 
the Guilty," in which he outlines the gospel as I For those to whom mercy is shown through the 
" the substitution of Jesus Christ in the stead of Mediator acquire, by the very means adopted in 
sinners, his suffering the penalty of the law in saving them, a much deeper sense of their guilt 
their room, and opening a way for their deliv- in violating law than they would ever have at-
erance from the sentence of coRdemnation," rea- tamed; while their gratitude, their admiration, 
soned as follows:— 	 their love exceed the power of language to de- 

" It is highly expedient, or rather necessary, scribe; and sin becomes to them inexpressibly 
that the, person who is admitted as a substitute hateful, while holiness—conformity to God— be-' 

omes the joy and rejoicing of their heart." in the stead of another, should vindicate the law 
by which he suffered. Otherwise, the more illus- EDITOR. 



stances. This fact alone would establish the re-
liability of his counsel. 

" FOR I would that all men were like myself.' 
Verse 7. On this, Dr. Barnes comments as fol 
lows: " That Paul was unmarried is evident from 
1 Cor. 9: 5. But he does not refer to this fact 
here. When he wishes that all men were like 
himself, he evidently does not intend that he 
would prefer that all should be unmarried, for 
this would be against the divine institution, and 
against his own precepts elsewhere.. But he 
would be glad if all men had control over their 
passions and propensities as he had, and could ab-
stain from marriage when circumstances of trial, 
etc., would make it proper. We may add, that 
when Paul wishes to exhort to anything that is 
difficult, he usually adduces his own example to 
show that it may be done; an example .which it 
would be well for ali ministers to be able to fol-
low." • 

VERSES 8, 9 are merely an emphasis upon the 
sentiment expressed in verses 1, 2, specifying "un-
married [men] and widows," special directions in 
regard to " virgins " being given further on in 
the chapter. 

"LET not the wife depart from her husband. 
But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, 
or be reconciled to her husband. And let not the 
husband put away his wife." Verses 10, 11. 
This is emphatic, and is commanded by the Lord. 
The marriage tie is a sacred obligation, which 
even the wide gap between Christ and Belial 
may not separate in this life. Even if circum-
stances render it impossible for them to live to-
gether, they are not divorced,—they must "remain 
unmarried, or be reconciled." Christianity does 
not destroy the marriage relation, even though 
solemnized by heathen rites, as had been the case 
with many in the Corinthian church; but it makes 
it more sacred. The Saviour himself would per-
mit no divorce save for the cause of fornication. 
Matt. 5 : 32; 19:6, 9; Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18. 
See, also, the teaching of Paul in Rom. 7:2, 3. 

THE brother is not to put away the unbelieving 
wife, if she be pleased to dwell with him; and 
the wife is not to leave the unbelieving husband, 
if he be pleased to dwell with her. Here seems 
to be a chance for missionary work, and that 
with the one who, of all human beings, ought to 
be nearest the heart. " For what knowest thou, 
O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or 
how knowest thou, 0 man,' whether thou shalt 
save tby wife?" Verse 16. This will not be ac-
complished by wrangling argument, the incessant 
harassing on the part of the wife, or the abuse of 
authority on the part of the husband.,  Such means 
are too often resorted 'to in the attempt to convert 
unbelieving partners, and without doubt cause 
more separations than the mere fact of one or 
the other embracing the truths of Christianity. 
If Christianity makes a man a better husband, 
or a woman a better wife—as it certainly ought 
—it will hardly ,  4ail in a majority of cases to 
wield a good influence upon the opposite party. 
See 1 Pet. 3:1, 2. 
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"Jr the unbelieving depart, let him depart. 
A brother or a sister is not under bondage in 

" BUT I speak this by permission, and not of such cases." Verse 14. Dr. Barnes maintains 
commandment." This is no reason why the that this language will not justify the idea that 
apostle's advice should not have due weight. this action on the part of the unbeliever works a 
He was called of God to be an apostle, and en- permit for the party deserted to marry another, 
trusted with the responsibilities of the gospel; he although some others have held that it does so 
had consecrated himself to the work, with no teach. He says, and we think correctly, that 
other object than the glory of God and the sal- " this is contrary to the strain of the argument 
vation of men; and his close connection with of the apostle." It would seem that such a posi-
Heaven, his burden for the welfare of the church, tion would allow desertion to be a ground of di-
his unselfish devotion to his calling, Would render vorce, which would controvert the doctrine of 
him a capable adviser. No doubt the divine ap- Christ, and of Paul, as set forth in scriptures 
proval was given to his judgment in this matter, cited in a previous paragraph. See, also, verse 39. 
although he may not have felt the direct influence 
of the Spirit. His strict honesty and carefulness 	AT verse 27 the apostle begins a summing up 
is manifested in the acknowledgment, which an of his judgment, considering their then existing 
impostor would not have made under the circum- circumstances. He advised them, whether mar- 

the c*ahhath-#chaol. 
Lesson for Pacific Coast—December 15. 

1 CORINTHIANS 1-15. 

NOTES ON THE LESSON. 

[This lesson is a review of 1 Cor. chap. 1-15. The Assist-
ant Editor having noted prominent topics in previous issues, 
the following comments are confined to the one subject of,  
marriage, as presented in the seventh chapter.] 

THE seventh chapter of 1 Corinthians is an im-
portant part of the epistle, because it deals di-
rectly with home relations. It deals with mat-
ters that perplexed the Corinthian church, as 
they also do many in the church to-day. Peter 
said that some of Paul's writings were " hard to 
be understood," and, although this chapter is 
not necessarily of that character, there is prob-
ably no part of them more abused by superficial-
misconstruction than this. It has been supposed 
to tolerate the most scandalous practices, not 
only at variance with the apostle's uniform teach-
ings, but with the whole tenor of Scripture. 
With but a slight understanding of the customs 
of the times, and the peculiar situation of the 
Church amidst a heathen and a persecuting peo-
ple, one cannot fail to learn a most valuable les-
son from his exposition. The apostle's reply to 
the inquiries made of him embraces three phases 
of the marriage question: The expediency of 
marriage in the church, the propriety of separa-
tion from unbelieving partners, and the duty of 
heads of families in regard to giving in marriage 
their daughters, or wards, or other " virgins " 
under their charge. 

" IT is good not to touch a woman." Dr. 
Barnes says: " Not to be connected with her by 
marriage. Zenophon uses the same word to de,-
note marriage." - Paul was unmarried, and, no 
doubt for the- reason given in verses 32, 33, he 
chose to remain so. This, in connection with the 
fact that prominent Greek philosophers (includ-
ing Socrates) taught that it was wisdom not to 
marry, had probably strengthened a party feeling 
on the subject in. the church. The arbitrary cel-
ibacy of the Roman Catholic priesthood, and the 
establishment of nunneries, are unwarranted 
abuses of the apostle's example and teaching; 
for in Hebrews 13 : 4, he declares that " marriage 
is honOrable in all." And some allowance must 
be made on account of " the preSent distress " (or 
necessity) of the Corinthian church, which had 
some influence on the apostle's advice. They 
were under great persecution,—were suffering 
many inconveniences on account of their profes-
sion,—and it was uncertain what further trouble 
might come upon them; therefore it was 'adVis-
able that • they assume no more responsibilities 
than were absolutely necessary at such a time, 
which would add to their burdens in times of 
great emergency. 

" NEVERTHELESS;  to avoid fornication," &c. 
Corinth was notably a city of licentiousness,—in 
fact this was a characteristic feature of the idol-
worship to which many in the church had been 
addicted. It was hard for them to overcoine this 
evil, and to avoid it, if for no other reason, they 
were to " let every man have his own wife, and 
every woman her own husband." The singular 
number here precludes all idea of having more 
than one husband•or wife. Verses 3, 4 establish 
beyond controversy the unity of the relationship, 
and the respect due from one to the other; and 
verse 5 teaches that the tie is not to be a hindrance 
to their devotions.  

ried or single, not to seek a change; but if those 
who could lawfully do so, chose to marry, it would 
be no sin; nevertheless such should " have trouble 
in the flesh." They would increase their anxieties 
and cares by raising families in time of trouble, 
as also their sorrow should their families be torn 
asunder in fiery trials, or come into straightened 
circumstances through poverty. He would have. 
them without unnecessary cares about the affairs 
of this life, which would detract from their inter-
est in the cause of the Lord. And the .day is 
not yet past when people have " trouble in the 
flesh " because they have not heeded 'the counsel 
of God's servants, although they'may have had a 
right to do as they pleased regarding the matters 
in question. 

" BUT this I say, brethren, the time is short." 
&c. Verse 29. This verse, and onward to verse 
33, seems like a sudden outburst upon the great 
theme that was always uppermost in the mind 
of this earnest missionary,—the greatness of the 
work of the 'Lord, and the indifference of man-
kind to their true interest. He would have them 
that had wives " be as though they had none." 
Not that he would have them neglect their fam-
ilies, but that they should always be ready to 
serve God first. His great anxiety was lest they 
should be cumbered with attachments that would 
engross their attention and ensnare their ts  affec-
tions. And his fears were well grounded, as 
many witnesses might testify. How many hus-
bands and wives give all their energy to the 
gratification of themselves and families, with but 
little reference to the things of the Lord. The 
apostle saw it plainly in his day, and the Spirit of 
prophecy that was in him saw it in the future; 
hence the warning exhortation comes down to us 
in all of its original importance. How well his 
words agree with those of Christ: "If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disci-
ple." Luke 14 : 26. 

" BUT if any man think that he behave himself 
uncomely toward his virgin," &c. Verse 36. 
This verse has been the cause of much skeptical 
abuse. By " his virgin " we understand his 
daughter, or ward, or any unmarried female un-
der his care. It is always deemed proper for 
young females to have the parents' or guardian's 
consent before marriage. It is more strictly the 
case in Eastern countries than in our own'. There 
the father gives his daughter to whom he pleases, 
often regardless of her wishes. Consequently 
the responsibility of her marrying or not rests 
with the father or guardian. It is also a fact 
that to pass a certain age without marriage was 
a social discredit to a girl. The apostle seems to 
recognize these conditions, and leaves the respon-
sibility upon the father. If he thinks it improper 
for him to act contrary to the custom, and proba-
bly cause the unhappiness of his daughter, it will 
not be sinful for him to let her marry. On the 
other hand, if he be a, steadfast man, having 
placed himself .under no obligation by agreement 
with' any one regarding the virgin under his care, 
and be acting with integrity of purpose, notwith-
standing the social custom, he will do better if 
he give her not in marriage. Verse 38. 

VERSE :39 brings out still another feature of the 
marriage subject which demands attention. Even 
after the death of her husband, a woman is allowed 
to marry whom she will—only in the Lord. Al-
though a woman may not properly leave an un-
believing husband, she is, as a widow, as positively 
forbidden to marry one. And if a widow may 
not marry an unbeliever, why should any one? 
There is no warrant for it in the Scripture ; 2 Cor. 
6:14 is squarely against it. Israel was forbidden 
to intermarry with other nations (Deut. 7:3), 
and the marriage of the sons of God with the 
daughters of men brought about the wickedness 
which resulted in the destruction of the old world 
by the flood. Gen. 6. • On this subject Dr. Barnes 
aptly remarks : " I confess that this verse, to 
my view, proves that all such marriages are a 
violation of the spirit of the New Testament ; 
and it will be found, in perhaps nearly all in-
stances, that they are disastrous to the piety of 
the married Christian."' The Christian party to 
such a contract generally expects to have in- 
fluence enough to win the unbelieving partner. 
But, in disregarding the inspired word by mak-
ing 'the alliance, the way is paved for further 
compromise of faith. - 	 w. N. G. 

"FoR the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife," &c. It cannot be said that the unbe-
lieving husband or wife is sanctified in the sense 
in which that term is applied to the saints. It 
would rather seem that reference is made to the 
sanctity of the marriage covenant, as the apostle 
appeals to the parental feelings, and intimates 
that any other admission would effect the legit-
imacy and honor of their children. 



546 
	

TIDE SIGNS 	TIL-11-1, TIM 	!H.S. 	 VOL. i'No. 46. 

Eke ,*ign5 of tke EillieS. 
" Can ye not discern the signs of the times ?" 

J. H. WAGGONER, 
E. J. WAGGONER, 

URIAH SMITH, 

   

EDITOR. 

   

  

ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

  

 

- CORRESPONDING EDITOR. 
• 

OAKLAND, CAL., FIFTH-DAY, DECEMBER 6, 1883. 

" A Cheek on Adventism." 

LOOKING over the matter as presented by Mr. Wood-
ward we find that we were far too favorable to him in 
stating that he teaches the abolition of the fourth com-
mandment. In truth he teaches the abolition of all 
the ten commandments, and the restoration of a part Of 

them, or the substance of a part of them, on an en-
tirely new basis. This we will prove by his own lan-
guage. 

The most outspoken antinomians, who openly teach 
that the decalogue was abolished, never claim that we 
are privileged to be blasphemers, or thieves, or murder-
ers. They teach the abolition of the entire law, but 
they assert that certain parts of it were re-instated in 
the gospel by the authority of the Son of God. The 
position itself is a weak one; the reasons by which it is 
'sought to be upheld are such as would provoke a smile 
of scorn from any jurist if they were applied to any 
transaction in any earthly Government. It is always 
held that laws must be plainly enacted in the first 
place, and that they then remain in force till they are 
plainly repealed. And when they are plainly repealed, 
they are no longer of obligation unless plainly re- 
enacted. Antinomianism overlooks every one of these 
just principles. 1. It disregards the Saviour's state-
ment that he did not c< me to, destroy the law. 2. It 
assumes that he did destroy the law; for if he repealed 
9r set it aside he did all that could be done to destroy it. 
3. They do not pretend to fled a plain re-enactment of 
these laws in the New Testfiment, but they infer the re-
enactment of them from a no're reference to the prin- 
ciples involved in them. And 4. This reference is al- 
ways found before they claim that they were repealed! 
Where is there another system so lame as this ? And 
this is exactly the position of Mr. Woodward. He is 
an out and out antinomian. Read the following from 
him:— 

" We will first turn to the Lord's sermon upon the 
mount, which embraces the entire circle of human re- 
lations both to God and to man, and if we find in this 
perfect sermon no allusion to the commandmeht that 
refers to The Sabbath there kept, while all the other 
commandments are reinstated and reinforced, with 
great beauty and solemnity, we shall say that the omis-
sion was not accidental but intentional." 

How is it that these commandments were " rein-
stated" if they were not first set aside or annulled ? 
According to the Scriptures even the ceremonial law 
was recognized as of authority by the Saviour, during 
his life. When he healed a leper he said to him: " But 
go, and show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy 
cleansing accordingas Moses commanded." Luke 5 : 14. 
According to Mr. Woodward's argument (!) this Mosaic 
law was " reinstated " and is binding now; and it is far 
more plainly given than he can find some parts of the 
decalogue in the sermon on the mount. Jesus recog- 
nized its validity then, because it was not " taken out of 
the,  way " until it was nailed to his cross. See Col. 2. 
But Mr. Woodward has all the ten commandments 

abolished even before the sermon on the mount, and 
some of them " reinstated " in that sermon. But we 
are not done quoting from him. We shall put him di-
rectly against the best Methodist authorities. He 
says:— 

" When the young ruler stood before Jesus and asked 
the greatest of all questions, What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? ' Jesus does not say, 'Remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy.' He does not even remotely 
refer to the fourth commandment; which becomes more 
remarkable, for in his reply he covers all of them but 
the fourth." 

And again, in the same connection:— 
" Jesus, therefore, by this reply, first and last, covers 

the two leaves of the decalogue, viz., Love to God,' 
and Love to man.' But where is the fourth com- 
mandment ? Does it come in his first reply ? No, for 
while he mentions six commands he omits the fourth." 

And once more, noticing our claim that the Sabbath 
precept belongs to the first table, where everybody but 

Mr. Woodward places it, he says:— 
" But let it be granted that it belongs to the first 

part of the decalogue, which,,is summed up by Christ in 
the words, Follow me,' and the Sabbatarian will have 
a still more difficult task to show that the fourth com- 1  
mandment is enclosed in the words, Follow me.' " 

Before we proceed to show how he clashes with the 
highest Methodist authority on this subject, we will 
notice a few points bearing on his argument. 

The " fourth commandment " against which he in-
veighs, is the only Sabbath law, given in express terms, 
in all the Bible. This is conceded by all. In striking 
at this he strikes at the highest authority for Sabbath 
observance. 

The Sabbath of the fourth commandment, as given 
in the words of Jehovah himself, is' the original Sab-
bath, the seventh day, on which God rested when he 
created the heavens and the earth. Removing this 
commandment were to remove the'only " Sabbath of the.  
Lord thy God." But that is just what Mr. Woodward 
is• . 

trying to do. 
He is guilty of a double deception in his reference 

to the sermon on the mount, for (1) nine of the command-
ments are not " reinstated " therein. The whole law is 
endorsed, but there is not a sentence which can be con-
strued into the enactment of any one of them. A re-

enactment or reinstatement was out of •the question, 
as they had not been repealed. (2) The fourth com-
mandment is not omitted in any reference to the first 
table. In the Saviour's comment on the two command-
ments, Love God, and Love thy neighbor, he says: "On 
these two commandments hang all the law." We are 
free to express our belief that Mr. Woodward knew that 
the Saviour spoke these words, but for the sake of a 
short-lived victory which he hoped to gain, he not only 
concealed them from his readers, but he contradicted 

them. 
It is contemptible sophistry to say that the pre- 

cept, "Follow me," excluded the Sabbath, fOr the Sav-
iour endorsed "all thelaw," and he also said: "I have 
kept my Father's commandments." The fourth could 
not be excepted, for it was one of those proclaimed by 
Jehovah himself on Mount Sinai. 

In order to throw contempt upon the fourth com- 
mandment he squarely accuses Jesus of being a Sab-
bath-breaker! taking sides with those who put him to 
death. Thus Mr. Woodward says:— 

" And when arraigned at last before the high priest 
two accusations were brought against him, one that he 
had broken the Sabbath, the other that he made himself 
equal with God. He denies neither charge, nor even 
seeks to correct the impression made upon his friends as 
well as his enemies, that he had broken the Sabbath:, 

There are several shameful misrepresentations of the 
gospel record in the above extract, beside a blasphe-
mous statement against the character of the Saviour. 

The charge of Sabbath-breaking was not brought 
against Jesus when he was " arraigned at last before 
the high priest?' That statement of Mr. Woodward is 
as false as the accusation was when it was made, at an- 
other time. 

The Saviour was condemned on one charge only 
before the high priest, namely, that he was guilty of 
blasphemy. This he did not deny, but his silence did 
not make the accusation true: 

Mr. Woodward conceals the charge of blasphemy 
in his statement, to make it appear that the accusations 
against Jesus were true ! In this manner he seeks to 
fasten on him the sin of Sabbath-breaking. What a.  

work for a Methodist. 
Jesus was accused of Sabbath-breaking for heal- 

ing the sick on that day, and for no other reason. 
While it is true that he did not always reply to the ac-

cusation, he once did directly, which forever sets that 
charge at rest with those who have faith in the Saviour's 
word. In Matt. 12 : 10 his enemies asked him if it was 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath day. His reply, verse 12, 
was, " It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days." 
If it was lawful it could not be a violation of the law. 
Hence, notwithstanding the combined accusations of 
the Jews and Mr. Woodward, the Saviour was not a 
Sabbath-breaker. 

No* against Mr. Woodward's double position that 
Christ broke the Sabbath and that he abrogated the 
fourth commandment we will bring to bear some reliable 
Methodist testimony. 

And 1. We refer to Dr. Clarke's testimony on 
20, which we quoted last week, that the Saviour ful- 
filled (kept) the fourth commandment. This is Clarke 
against Woodward, again. But it seems an insult to 
the Christian sensibility of all who profess reverence 
for Jesus to offer proof against Mr. Woodward on this 
point, as it would be an insult to the moral sense of 

men to offer proof that it is wrong to steal or to com-
mit murder. • 

2. That the fourth commandment was not annulled 
by the Saviour, we will offer a few good testimonies. 
A work published by the Methodist house in New York, 
in 1839, contained the following words:— 

"Another explicit proof that the law of the ten 
commandments, and consequently the law of the Sab-
bath, is obligatory upon Christians, is found in the 
answer of the apostle to an objection to the doctrine 
of justification by faith: Po we then make void the 
law through faith ?' Rom. 3:31; which is equivalent 
to asking, Does Christianity teach that the law is no 
longer obligatory on Christians, because it teaches that 
no man can"he justified by it? To this he answers, in 
the most solemn form of expression, 'God forbid; yea, 
we establish the law.' Now, the sense iii which the 
apostle uses the term, 'the law,' in this argument, is 	t 
indubitably marked in Rom. 7 : 7: I had not known 
sin but by the law; for I had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet;' which being 
a plain reference to the tenth command of the deca-
logue, as plainly shows that the decalogue is the law' 
of which he speaks. This,. tlh- la is the law which is 
established by the gospel; and this can mean nothing 
else but the establishment and confirmation of its 
authority, as the rule of all inward and outward holi-
ness. Whoever, therefore, denies the obligation of the 
Sabbath on Christians, denies the obligation of the 
whole decalogue." 

The above refers to no other Sabbath law but the 
fourth commandment. The following is from Bishop 
Haven:— 
. " Now our .belief is' that the whole of the decalogue 
is binding upon all men." 

" That Christ and his apostles assumed to nullify a 
commandment of the decalogue no man of sound judg-
ment could believe. Repeatedly Christ acknowledged 
and asserted the divine authority of the decalogue. 
To repeal it would have been to set himself in direct 
contradiction to what he pronounced the law of God. 
Such a repeal, if conceivable, must have been open, 
direct, and .formal, or it would not be believed." 

But Mr. Woodward says he does believe it, though 
lie 'cannot produce the hint of a repeal. How can we 
reconcile this with the Bishop's statement that it would 
not be believed? The solution is easy: The Bishop 
meant that it wonld be believpd by "NO MAN OF SOUND 

JUDGMENT." _This 'is the Bishop's estimate of such a 
man as Mr. Woodward, and we fully concur in his 
opinion. 

And where shall we place Dr. Stratton, who indorses 
Mr. Woodward? Rather, where has he placed himself? 
The reader will now see why we expressed regret that 
the doctor had placed himself in such a position, be-
cause we truly respected the man. The Advocate said 
he did not need our sympathy, but it has quite often 
shown that its judgment is too nearly on the plane 
of that of Mr. Woodward! If it shall ever awake to 
reason it will change its mind. 

But we have yet another important testimony, and 
if Mr. Woodward has any conscience (of which we dis-
cover no evidence in his book), his ears will tingle as 
he reads it. It is from the works of John Wesley. He 
speaks to one who does not regard the fourth command-
ment, as we see by his founding his remarks on that 
commandment; therefore his words apply with cutting 
force to Mr. WoodwarA:— 

" Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.' Have 
you forgotten who spoke these words.? Or do you set 
him at defiance? Do you bid him do his worst? Have 
a care. You are not stronger than he. Let the pots-
herd strive with the potsherds of the earth; but woe 
unto that man that contendeth with his Maker. He 
sitteth on the circle of the heavens; and the inhab-
itants of the earth.are as grasshoppers before him.' 

" Six days shalt thou do all manner of work. But 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.' 
It is not thine, but God's day. He claims it for his 
own. He always did claim it for his own, even from 
the beginning of the world. 'In six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, and rested the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it.' He halloti)ed it; that is, he made it holy; 
he reserved it for his Own service. He appointed, that 
as long as the sun or the moon, the heavens and-the 
earth, should endure, the children of men should spend 
this day in the worship of .  Him who gave them life 
and breath and all thi'ngs.'" 

This is Wesley's estimate of that fourth command- 
ment which Mr. Woodward so heartily despises, and 
of that Sabbath which it enjoins. Indeed, there is no 
other. 

If Mr.. Woodward reflected the views of the Metho-
dist denomination, we could easily put " a check on " 
Methodism, in the sight of all people " of sound judg-
ment." But he does not. The-  Methodist standards 
and best authorities are all against him. Having 
proved this, we might safely leave him to the condem- 
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nation which he ...has courted, without further notice. 
But as the Advocate said his book " is good reading," 
and as Dr. Stratton pronounces it both " timely " and 
" cogent," we must notice it a little further. Some of 
the best reading which it contains remains to be no-aced! 

2 Peter 3 :10. 

A BROTHER beyond the mountains asks concerning 
this text, " Does it state that the earth as well as the 
works is to be burned up ? Why is also omitted in the 
Revised Version ? May it not be made plain from 
other scriptures that the earth will not be totally de- 
stroyed ? " 

We think that " also" is correctly omitted in the Re- 
vised Version. The Scriptures are very plain upon the 
point that the earth will not be totally destroyed. On 
verse 11 Clarke says:— 

" All these things shall be dissolved. They will be 
separated, all decomposed; but none of them de-
stroyed. And as they are the original matter out of 
which God formed the terraqueous globe, consequently 
they may enter again into the composition of a new 
systein." 

And Barnes, on verse 10, says:— 
" So far as the action of fire is concerned, the form 

of the earth may pass away, and its aspect be changed; 
but, unless the direct power which created it interpose 
to annihilate it, the matter which now composes it will 
still be in existence. . . . The word rendered 
burned up, like the word just before used and rendered 
fervent heat—a word of the same origin, but here in-
tensive—means' that they will undergo such a change 
as fire will produce; not, necessarily, that the matter 
composing them will be annihilated." 

You will be interested and no doubt instructed by 
reading a sermon by Wesley on this subject. 

A few texts of. Scripture will place the matter beyond 
all doubt. 

The Saviour said, Matt. 5 : 5, " The meek shall in- 
herit the earth." Ps. 37 says the same thing and adds, 
" Their inheritance shall be forever." Man would 
never have lost the earth if he had not sinned. By sin 
the earth is defiled and corrupted; but Paul says of our 
inheritance that it has 'been purchased and is waiting 
for redemption. Eph. :14. This can refer only to the 
earth. 

We may conclude from the words of Peter that the 
new earth will bear the same relation to the "earth 
which now is," that this bears to the earth which was 
before the flood. There can be no doubt then, when 
the " fountains of the great deep were all broken up," 
and the " windows of heaven were opened," that the 
face of ,nature was so changed that everything looked 
new and strange to Noah. And so will it be when the 
fire has passed upon the earth, melting the elements 
and turning the earth " into a lake of fire;" when it 
comes forth beautified and free from every sign of the 
curse, well may it be_ called " a new earth." The most 
important point is that we heed the admonition of the 
apostle in verses 11-14 of this chapter. 

• 

Sectarianism. 

[Translated from the "Signes des Temps.") 

SOME have spoken against our journal accusing it of 
sectarianism, but this charge is wholly unjust. It is 
true that we set forth several doctrines not generally 
adopted by our fellow-men; and it is also true that we 
say that these doctrines are important. But this does 
not constitute our journal sectarian. If it be said that 
we are sectarian because the majority is against us, we 
reply that to be in the minority does not render any 
class of persons sectarian. If it does, then the true 
servants of God in all ages have been sectarian. Noah 
was in a minority, so was Lot. Caleb and Joshua were 
in the minority. It was thus with Elijah, and with all 
the prophets of God. St. Paul was in the minority at 
Athens. Those who stood up against the errors Of 

Rome during the dark ages found themselves always in 
a minority. Nor does it constitute sectarianism to be 
earnest in the support of whatever we find plainly 
taught in the Bible. Unless error be equally as val-
uable as truth, the friends of truth are not only justi-
fied in earnestly advocating it, but they are under the 
most sacred obligation to be in earnest in its support. 

The men whom we have enumerated as being 
always in the minority were not more distinguished by 
the fact that they were in the minority, than they were 
by the fact that they were thoroughly in earnest in be-
half of those truths which the majority condemned. 
To earnestly advocate unpopular truth,. and to be  

obliged to meet strong opposition from those in the ma-
jority, does not constitute men sectarian. Sectarianism 
is oftener found with those who are in the majority 
than with those who are. in the minority. The ques-
tion is not "whether a doctrine is popular, but 
whether it is taught in the Bible. 

Men are sectarian when they are actuated by selfish 
motives and by party spirit. They are sectarian when 
they seek to gain notoriety by establishing parties that 
shall honor them rather than reverence God. Men are 
sectarian when they hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
when instead of being converted by the truth them- 
selves, they use the truth for the purpose of condemn-
ing others, or for any other motive than the glory of 
God. Thus men may be sectarian in making an evil 
use of the truth, though sectarianism is generally 
founded upon error. When men labor with pure mo-
tives in behalf of the cause of truth they are not secta- 
rian even though all the world oppose them. But when 
men neglect to be converted by the truth themselves, 
and only use the truth for the purpose of vanquishing 
others, or when they advocate error arid seek to draw 
away disciples after them, then they may be justly 
charged with sectarianism. 

But we believe that this charge cannot with any jus-
tice be made against our journal. We do not claim 
infallibility. We do not affirm that we know all the 
truth. We do not assert that no man can be saved un-
less he believes just as we do. On the contrary we en-
deavor to recognize whatever we find of good in others, 
however widely they may differ from us in some things. 

We strongly condemn error, but we carefully avoid 
judging men. We say to others, in presenting to them 
our doctrine, here are important truths, and here are 
the reasons which convince us that these things are true. 
We are responsible to God to make these things known to 
you, and we beseech you to act with regard to, them 
as those that must give account. We say that every 
man is accountable to Gad, not only to obey the truth 
which he has learned, but also to use every means in 
his power to learn all the will of God, and that the 
Judgment at the last day will be with 'reference to the 
faithfulness or unfaithfulness with which men have 
acted in this respect. 

The doctrines wherein we, differ from others may be 
stated thus:- 

That the prophetic scriptures shoiv that the second 
advent and the day of Judgment must be now right at 
hand. 

That the law of God is the perfect rule of moral- 
ity, and that the gospel of Christ is not given for the 
purpose of abolishing the ten commandments, but to 
enable the Christian to fulfill the righteousness of the 
law. 

That though men in all ages have been saved by 
the grace of God, that grace is not given for the pur- 
pose of excusing disobedience, but for the purpose of 
making obedience possible. , 

That it is the duty of every member of the human 
family to recognize God as the Creator of the heavens 
and of the earth, by observing the day which he sancti-
fied as the memorial of his creative work. 

That " God only bath immortality." That men 
must seek for immortality by patient continuance in 
well-doing. And that immortality will be „received by 
the righteous at the sound of the last trumpet. That 
men are neither rewarded nor punished till they have 
first been judged; and that at the day of Judgment the 
righteous -  will inherit eternal life, and the wicked ex_ 
perienee the second death, by which they will be utterly 
devoured or consumed; after which there will be a clean 
universe, in which only holy beings will be permitted to 
live. 

That the death, burial, and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ought toloe commemorated by the cele- 
bration of the holy supper and by burial with Christ 
in baptism. 

Finally, that conversion to God, or the circumcis-
ion of the heart, consists in a miraculous change, 
wrought by the.Holy Spirit, by which the law of 'sin is 
taken out of the heart, and the law of God is written 
in the heart; and that the grace of God will carry for-
ward its transforming work through the entire life 
of the Christian, till he shall at last be perfect and en-
tire, wanting nothing., 

We believe that these things are true, and we know 
that if they are true they are, very important. We war 
not against men, but against error, and we beseech all 
classes of our fellow-men to refrain from denouncing us 
as evil teachers till they have fisst weighed well the 
reasons which we offer in defense of our doctrine and 
our work. 	 J. N. A. 

Importance of Bible Study. 

No ONE will question 'the statement that those who 
presume to teach the Scriptures should have a good 
knowledge of them. " For the priest's lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth." 
This fact is so well established that dishonest men often 
take advantage of it to lead people astray; professing 
to be Bible teachers, they, gain the confidence of those 
not familiar with the Bible, and palm off upon them 
the theories of men's devising, in the place of sacred 
truth. There are, however, but few, even of those who 
profess to love the Bible and to be guided by its teach- 
ings, who recognize the necessity of a thorough study 
of the Bible for themselves. It is for this reason that 
they are so easily deceived by ignorant and unscrupu-
lous men. 

If there were nothing in the Bible itself on this point, 
our own reason ought to teach us that if the bible is to 
be our rule of life, we ought to know for ourselves what 
things it requires of us. If it is a guide-book to tell us 
whereabouts we are in the journey toward the celestial 
city, and to warn us of the dangers and difficulties of 
the way, certainly every one who is making the journey 
needs to be thoroughly acquainted with its contents. 
It was for this purpose that the Bible was written; the 
inspired penmen did not write for the benefit of a few, 
but for all. The way in which it was designed that the 
Bible should be studied, is thus given by Moses:— 

"And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
thine hande  and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes." Dent. 6 : 6=8. 

This last part was not to be taken literally, as the 
Jews afterwards supposed; it is a figurative expression 
to denote that the sacred truths were to be :studied until 
they would be constantly in the mind, before the eyes, 
and influence both the thoughts of the head and the 
actions of the hand. David had the correct idea of this 
injunction, for he said, " Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee." Ps. 119: 11. 
There are two points to be noted in this text: 1. " Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart." How did be do this ? 
The following verses tell: " I will meditate in thy, pre- 
cepts, and have respect unto thy ways." Verse 15. 
Also verses 23, 48, 78. "Mine eyes prevent the night-
watches, that I might meditate in thy word." Verse 
148. It was by constant study that David was enabled - 
to bide the word in his heart. Any one who reads these 
verses thoughtfully, will be convinced that David was 
not content with having a copy of the law in his pos- 
session, but that he studied it until he had, as we say, 
" learned it by heart." How else could he meditate 
upon it in the night ? 2. " That I might not sin 
against thee." This is why he studied the word so care-
fully. A blessing is pronounced on the man who med- 
itates day and night in the law of the Lord (Ps. 1 : 1, 2); 
and this blessing consists primarily in the fact that by 
so doing he is kept from sin. " The mouth of the right- 
eous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judg-
ment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his 
steps shall slide." Ps. 37 : 30, 31. 

There is no other way than this brought to view in 
the Bible, whereby we may be kept from sin. We are 
to be sanctified through the truth, and it is by obeying 
it that our lives are purified. Now since none can 
enter heaven except those who are free from sin, it 
follows that it is as necessary for lay members to have the 
word of God in their hearts (not on their tables, nor 
simply in their hands), as it is for preachers of the gospel. 
Of course the latter will be, from constant exercise, 
more ready in handling the word than others, but this 
should be the only difference. We, as a general thing, 
have not realized the necessity of close, personal study 
of the Bible. It is our standard; we draw our faith, 
pure and simple, from its pages; it is that which is to 
be our " shield and buckler," i. e., our defense, in the 
time of trouble. How important, then, that we make 
it our constant study. 

The Bible is able not only to make us " wise unto 
salvation," but it furnishes the best possible discipline 
for the mental faculties.. The psalmist says: " the 
entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under-
standing unto the simple." Ps. 119 : 130. When Moses 
was giving his final charge to the children of Israel, he 
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said: " Behold, I have taught, you statutes and judg-
ments, even as the Lord my God commanded me, that 

- ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 
Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom 
and your understanding in the sight of the nations, 
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, "Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding people." 
Deut. 4 : 5, 6. The book of the law was the only book 
that the Israelites had, yet there were no more shrewd 
and acute people among the ancients. Even to-day, the 
Jews, although they have sadly wandered from the 
ancient landmarks, are the leaders in literature and the 
arts; and we think that we are safe in saying that their 
aptness is due to the fact that their ancestors were men 
who made the law of God their constant study. 

E. J. W. 

Study at llealdsburg College. 

A. :Visit among the Waldenses. 

WE haVe seen from the history of this people 
that they differed from all other Protestants in 
many respects. First, they had no desire to 
mingle with the mass of mankind; they preferred 
seclusion, where they could preserve their faith 
in its purity. Secondly their system of education 
was different from any other class of Christians 
which lived during the dark reign of the papacy. 
Educating their childrenin the Scriptures, instruct-
ing them to memorize entire gospels, so that in 
neighborhoods the entire Bible would be com-
mAted to memory, was a peculiar characteristic. 
Also, from their babyhood, they were taught that 
martyrdom lay in their pathway, and-that their 
mother should be their only confident. Thirdly, 
their adherence to each other and their attach-
ment to the valleys where they first settled was 
peculiar to them; and often at the present day, 
while they believe largely with other Baptist 
denominations, yet the Waldensian churches have 
an independent existence. They are found in 
different parts of Europe, more especially in 
Italy. , 

These characteristics, their integrity during the 
persecution, and their kindness toward their en-
emies, had begotten within us a desire to make a 
visit to their descendants, and to learn if they 
were not different from those living in other por-
tions of Europe where the Scriptures were not 
held as -sacred, and error and superstition were 
more general. We thought we should find that 
the descendants of this people were bearing the 
marks of divine favor; that it would be impossible 
for any people to instruct their children in the 
Scriptures from generation to generation, as they 
had done, and not find traces of the divine hand 
of God still existing with them. In this we were 
not disappointed. We found them an intelligent 
and. hospitable people; such as we found among 
no other people in Europe, or even in America. 
We went among the common people of the Scan-
dinavian countries, and Germany, Holland, Switz  
erland. France, and other portions of Europe; but 
there was a difference between this people and 
those of other portions of Europe which we could 
not present to the reader so that he would be able 
to appreciate it. 

in southern Italy Catholicism has gone to seed. 
The Bible has been taken away from the com-
mon people, and they do not know what it 
contains. Said a missionary to me, in-  Naples, 
"I have printed portions of the gospel of Matthew 
and distributed them on the corners of the streets, 
and the people would take and read them, and 
wonder where such reading came from." They 
had no knowledge that it was a portion of the 
Scriptures. Dishonesty among the people is the 
order of the day. But not so among the Walden-
ses. We called upon many families who now 
live in the mountains, and some in the valleys. 
Hidden winding paths now lead to their houses 
where it would be impossible for any animal, un-
less it be a goat, to follow. Not unfrequently 
we would-come to a rock where we would have 
to climb three feet, taking hold of some shrub 
and pulling ourselves up. They were attached 
to these places on the mountain-side, and it was 
there they had their vineyards and raised their 
corn. It was there their ancestors had suffered 
and died. The spot was sacred; God had blessed 
them there. 

In one family which we visited we saw upon 
the table Greek books, and French, Italian, and 
English theological works, as well as the Bible 
in these different languages. The inmates of the 
house were away. After remaining a few minutes 
the mother and son came in. We had conversa-
tion with them on Bible,doctrines. The son could 
speak Italian and French; the mother could speak 
Italian only. Bro. Gardner, who -was with me, 
would translate what I bad to say into French, 
and the son would put it in Italian for his mother. 
It is seldom that we have enjoyed a greater free-
dom in talking upon Bible doctrines than with 
this family. We finally bowed in prayer to-
gether. I prayed in English, Bro. Gardner in 
French, and the son and his mother in Italian. 
the sweet Spirit of God came into our midst, and  

his children. We called upon a number of fami-
ilies, and we found every one of them deeply in- 
terested in conversation upon Bible themes, and 
when scriptures were read that conveyed to them 
new light, they would be so thankful to find that 
the Bible taught such precious things. 

We appointed a meeting. on Sabbath at the 
house of a Bro. Fararias, who-  was a Baptist mis- 
sionary in Torre Pellice. Some fifteen or twenty 
were present. We drew around a large table and 
had a Bible-class. Some were there with their 
Italian Bibles, some with their French, and one or 
two with their English, and as we brought out 
connecting` links of truth, and showed the love of 
Christ and the preciousness of his grace, such an 
interest I never before witnessed. Some individ-
uals who sat in the back part of the room would.  
become so intensely interested that they would 
sit forward in their chairs, and lean over, that 
they might catch every word; and,  as new ideas 
would present themselves, tears would roll down 
their faces for joy. Oh, how precious was the 
word to them! Could the readers of tbi,s paper 
have witnessed that intense interest manifested, 
we would have hundreds that would say, Let me 
labor among that people. 

At the close of the forenoon meeting a hard-
looking man, but with a soft heart, one who had 
been through the Crimean War, wanted to talk 
with me; so we walked up and down the road to-
gether; and such a plea I never heard, that we 
would send them some missionaries to labor for 
them. Said he, " Why don't you send us laborers 
—men that will come to our houses and eat with 
us, that will read the Bible to us, and pray with 
us, that will stop with us,  over night? Send us 
such men, and we will all keep the Sabbath. You 
live in a country of freedom. YOu have good 
men; why don't you send them here? We love 
the Bible, and we love God." It would have 
moved' the hardest heart to have listened to his 
plea. I thought to myself as I heard him plead, 
and saw the intense interest manifested to learn 
the word of God, that if I ever .again reached 
America I could present the wants of this people 
in.  a manner that would stirhour young people to 
become missionaries to those starving for the 
word of life. I thought of individuals who have 

- attended the Battle Creek College and had some 
understanding of the Italian language, and felt 
that I could move on them to fit themselves to 
labor among ,  this class of people. There are 
many of this people that God will fit for his 
heavenly garner.. Where are the laborers that 
will go and labor among this people ? Said this 
man to me, when referring to the missions that 
were established by other denominations, .'They 
do not come to our houses and talk and pray 
with us; but," said he, " we want some one that 
will stop with us over night; that will read to us 
the Scripture as you have read it to us, and then 
we will keep the Sabbath. How can we believe 
unless some one tells us what the truth is ?" 

Most of these people read and 'speak the French 
and Italian languages, for they live on the borders 
of northern Italy, near France. Every family on 
which I called, except one, either had children 
that they were educating for, the ministry, or 
some who were ministers, or that had the minis- 
try in prospect. This is the result of educating 
in the children not only a taste for religious things, 
but a knowledge of the word of God, and a true 
missionary spirit. If there was no other evidence 
of the divine authenticity of the Bible than the 
contrast that existed between these Waldenses 
who made the Bible their chief study for genera-
tion after generation, and those who had not had 
the privilege of even knowing what the-Bible con-
tained, it would be sufficient to convince the most 
-thoroughly skeptical honest man that there was 
a divine power with the Bible, and that it would 
impart to those who made it their chief study, in-
telligence, enterprise, industry, and civilization. 
The Bible goes before civilization. Civilization 
is an outgrowth of the light as revealed in Script-
ure; and in proportion as men receive the sacred 
truths of God's word, in proportion as they have 
the Scriptures a part of their being, so they will 
become intelligent and useful in society. This is 
illustrated by this people. 	S. N. HASKELL. 

SEEKING the good of others gives a man tact, 
makes him amiable, and fills him with the most 
exquisite sense of propriety. He knows how to 
do good in the right way. There is ever so much 
Scripture against doing good with noise and 
racket. 

Bible 
:or 

THE managers of this institution, recognizing the 
facts briefly mentioned above, determined that this 
should be a place where education of the true kind 
might be obtained. To this end there are several classes 
in the Bible, adapted to the capacity of the various 
students who attend. At a certain hour in the day, 
nearly the entire school is engaged in these Bible-
classes. Those students who are not of our faith are 
not required to pursue this study unless they wish to, 
but most of them do so from choice. There are certain 
classes engaged in studying Old Testament history, in 
which those of any denomination can join without 
scruple. 

Soon after the camp-meeting this fall, an advanced 
class was started. This Class is engaged in purely de-
nominational work. The design is to fit men and women 
for active duty in the field, especially in the work or 
holding Bible-readings. At present it consists of thirty-
seven members, whose ages range from 'sixteen to sixty 
years. The average membership thus far is thirty-four. 
Of this number, four-fifths will doubtless engage in active 
missionary work during the coning year. Several of 
them have already done good, service. 

In this class the different points of our faith are taken 
up in a systematic manner, from - a Bible stand-point. 
" What does the Bible say ?" is the one question con-
stantly before the class. Each student is expected to 
turn to every passage to Which reference is made, and 
follow the. reader. - This tends to produce TeadineSs in 
finding -Scripture texts. Questions are asked freely by 
both teacher and students, until' everything is made 
clear to the minds of all. When a subject has been 
canvassed in this way, each member of the class is re-
quired to getup a series of questions such as he would 
use in presenting the matter to one not of the faith. 
Quite often students have the privilege of showing the 
connection between certain texts before the class, or else 
of presenting it in writing. We hold that when a per-
son knows a thing he can tell it; consequently the abil- 
ity to state the different points clearly is made the test 
of knowledge. 

This class, we said, is designed to fit men and women 
for work in the field; but we believe that it should not 
be limited to those who expect to leave their homes. 
As already shown, it is the duty of every one to know 
the Bible for himself, that he may be protected against 
the deceptions of Satan. There should be scores engaged 
in such study where there is one now. Do you say that 
the process just described is a slow one, and takes too 
much time ? There is no royal road to a knowledge of 
the Bible any more than to a knowledge of geometry. 
It is true that the Lord could giVe us at once a perfect 
knowledge of the Bible if he wished, but we 'do not read 
that he ever did so. He has - given us minds, and ex-
pectA us to use them. He is not in so great need of 
workmen, that he will employ those who do not use all 
the means placed in their power. Those who have at-
tained eminence as Bible students, and have been leaders 
in the cause, have become so by hard, Unremitting labor. 
The Way is open for others to follow their example. 

But we do not expect any to accomplish this work 
without the help of the Lord. There is nothing which 
a person can undertake with so goo'd assurance of divine 
aid as the study of God's word. Great results may be 
accomplished in- a short time, if we earnestly and pray-
erfully apply ourselves to the task. Do not say that 

- you  cannot afford the time; our time is given us for no 
other purpose than to work in the service 'of God, and 
to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord. But 
little of it yet remains, and Satan is mustering his 
forces for a desperate final conflict. It is not enough 
that we have a sword; we must have it drawn from the each of us was melted in tears. Soon the father , 
scabbard, and sharpened for use. Let us awake, and 

I 
came in, and with him we had an interesting in- 

put on the whole armor of God. 	 E. J. W. 	terview. He L'cOuld speak English , and taught 



for 1884, the Chair 'appointed Elds. W. IL Little-
john, H. A. - St. John, and M. C. Wilcox. 

Also, resolved that Eld. U. Smith be requested 
to revise for pubiication, articles 'written by Eld. 

'Andrews, deceased, on " The Order of Events in 
the. judhment." 

The matter of preparing a history of the mani-
festation of spiritual gifts in ,our midst, was re-
ferred to the General Conference Committee, with 
power to select such assistance.as they may de-rn 
hest. And it was voted that a tract of suitable 
size he published, containing the most pointed. 
arguments on the perpetuity of spiritual gifts, and 
some of the clearest evidences of personal expe-
rience, referring to the larger work for more 
complete evidence. 

It was recommended that our Conferences use 
all legitimate means to keep the ranks of canvass-
ers well filled with earnest and efficient laborers.' 

The matter of changing laborers from one field.  
to another was fully discussed, and it was decided 
that such changes would benefit both ministers 
and people. 

It was resolved to have our leading denomina-
tional works stranslated into the languages of the 
countries where we have successful missions in 
Europe. And it was recommended that Bro. A. B. 
Oyen go, at his earliest convenience, to Europe to 
engage in this work. 

It was voted to increase the General Conference 
Committee from three to five members; and it 
was recommended that Bid. Butler visit the mis-
sions of Europe as soon as consistent with other 
duties. • • 

It was voted, as the sense of the Conference, 
that faithful report of all our general gatherings 
should be made for the leading papers, and that the 
services of good reporters, selected fromiour people, 
should be secured for this purpose at the com-
mencement of the meetings. 

A resolution was adopted amending Art. II, 
Sec. 1 of the Constitution so as to read a's follows: 
" The officers of this Conference shall be a Presi-
dent, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Com-
mittee • of five, of whom the President shall be 
one." 

[As the report from which the foregoing items 
were culled was not complete, further notes must 
be deferred until next week.] 

Quarterly Meeting of Upper Columbia 
Missionary Society. 

THE autumnal meeting of this society convened 
in the new S. D.. Adventist house of worship at 
Farmington, W. T., Oct. 18, 1883, at 9:30 A. M., 

the President' presiding. 
Tabulated reportS of work done during the 

quarters ending June 30, 1882, and 1883 ,were 
compared, item by item, and . the latter showed 
an increase on nearly every point. 

Eld. A. T. Jones, M. J. Ford, and W. J. Good-
win were appointed a Committee on Resolutions. 

The subject of canvassing was considered with 
interest; work done since camp-meeting was re-
portednand a feeling to " do more " prevailed. 

The case of a needy sister was brought before 
she meeting, and all agreed that God's poor saints 
must be cared for by his people. Faith was en-
livened by donations. 

The President gave an account of his visits to 
the San Jose, Cal., camp-meeting, and Healdsburg _ 
-College, mentioning items of interest, not only to 
the work at large, but to us in the Northwest. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand,. July 1, 1883 	 $178 43 

	

Received from districts    78 05 
``. agents 	  163 30 

" 	on Reserve Fund. 	  13 00-$432 78 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid to SIGNS Office 	 -  $400 00 

	

" " Review "    15 28 
North Pacific T. and. M.-  Society 	9 00 

" Gen,ral Expense 	5 60 
Cash on hand, Sept. 30, 1883.  	2 90-$'132  78 

MRS. G. W. COLCOR.D, Treas. 
The Committee .on Resolutions reported as fol-

lows:— 
WHEREAS, The second great commandment requires 

that we love our neighbor as we do ourselves; therefore, 
Resolved, That it is the duty of the Tract and Mis-

sionary Society' to manifest more practical interest in 
the welfare of the fatherless, the widow, the stranger, 
and the'poor. 

Resolved, That although we greatly need our young 
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brethren and sisters to act as canvassers in the imme-
diate future, yet we prefer to suffer this want fora time, 
and advise•all to more fully qualify themselves to.engage 
in this work. 

-WHEREAS, There are some of our brethren and sisters 
who, because of inactivity, appear to be losing their in- 
terest in the truth; therefore, 	• 

Resolved, That we appeal to all, and especially the 
above-named class, to engage more earnestly than ever 
before in this great work, and thus, with God's blessing, 
prevent final. apostasy. 

Resolved, That We make an especial effort during the 
next few months to obtain subscriptions to the Review 
and Herold in all the families of our people wherever 
practicable. • 

WHEREAS, Visiting has ever been one of the most 
effici'-nt parts of the labors of our ministers; and, 

WHEREAS, This has already proved to be a necessary 
part of missionary labor; therefore, 

Resolved, That we urge all who - anticipate working. 
in this branch of the cause to seek wisdom from God, 
that they may successfully approach the people, and by 
social as well as  public endeavor, bring souls to the 
knowledge of the truth of God. 

Before the quarterly session adjourned, a num-
ber of the friends made remarks in reference to 
the work, and the part they intended to bear in 
the same; and these were so pointed and earnest, 
and were given in such rapid succession, that the 
exercises presented some features similar to a good 
religious social meeting.. 

Following is •a report of the work performed' 
during the quarter ending September 30, 1883:-.--- 
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G. W. COLCORD, Pres. 
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North Pacific Conference. 

THE new reading rooms of the N. P. Tract So-
ciety, on L, near corner of 5th Street, East Port-
land, Oregon, are now open to the public with 
twenty different papers and periodicals on our 
tables. If any of the readers of the SIGNS have 
good books whiCh they would like to donate to' 
this society to he thus placed before the reading 
public, they will be thankfully received and prop-
erly labeled with the donors' names. A cordial 
invitation is extended to the citizens of East 
Portland and to the traveling public to patronize 
our room, which will be found open during the 
day and evening. Address N. 	Tract • S.ociety, 
Reading Rooms, East Portland, Oregon. 

CIIAS. L. BOYD. 

A FRIEND of the Spectator  sends him the follow-
ing little incident, which is derived directly from 
the wife of the captain concerned, and therefbre• 
may be trusted a's not apocryphal.: " When the 
Ashuelot went down, off the Chinese coast, the 
captain had a servant who, while all were rush-
ing on deck, coolly went back to the captain's 
room, put up two suits of clothing in a bag,. 
came up on deck, tossed the bag down into the 
last boat, and quietly stood by the captain, who 
was the last to leave the vessel, and jumped 
overboard with him as. the vessel went down. 
Captain and servant were token into the boat 
and all rowed for the light-house; some. of the 
officers were only in their night-clothes, and all' of 
them saturated to the skin. As they stood 
round a fire of some sort, the servant quietly 
stepped up to the captain, and asked, Would you 
not like to put on a dry suit of clothing ?' The 
captain looked up in astonishment, when the boy 
opened the door of the next room, and the cap-
tain saw, to his amazement; two suits of his own 
clothing spread out upon a bed." And this boy 
was a " heathen Chinee."—C/o'is'tian Union. 
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The General. Conference. 

BRIEF reference was made in last week's SIGNS 
to the annual session of the General Conference 
of Seventh-D4 AdVentists. We now add some 
interesting items condensed from the. Review cold 
Herald's report of proceedings. 

The Conference assembled at Battle Creek, 
Mich., Nov.-8; Eld. Geo. I. Butler, PreSident, pre-
siding. • 

Delegates were present from California, Colo-
rado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,' Kentucky;  

Michigan e Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
the New England .States, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Texas, South Atlantic Mission, Wis-
consin, the English Mission, and, Sweden. 

The Virginia Conference, with ins membership 
of eiehty-six„ organized during the past .  year, 
was admitted to membership. 

The President stated that.a growing interest is 
felt among our people in the cause of foreign mis- 
sions,, 	and in the general work,. as manifested in 
'the liberality of their pledges. the past season. 
Although the death of Eld. Andrews has been a 
sad blow to the cause in Europe, yet encouraging 
reports -  of the work there are being received.' 
He further stated that a German paper is greatly 
needed, and also a paper in England. The Italian 
brethren are also calling for a paper, even if not 
more than a quarterly. Larger printing opera-
tions are required in Switzerland, and Eld. Mat-
teson ShoUld have further assistance in his Scan-
dinavian work. A mission should be established 
in Australia, and attention should be given to the 
islands of the Pacific, so that the truth may engir-
dle the earth. Calls for labor are coming from 
different quarters; there are many good openings; 
but where are the men who, in the fear of God 
and with the salvation of souls in view, will an-
swer the calls? The bitter opposition waged 
against us this year is a source of encouragement, 
and we should.  be preparing to meet a still greater 
opposition in the near future. 

Eld. Corliss gave a statement of .  the condition 
andwants of the South Atlantic Mission, which 
contains 267, white Sabbath-keepers and twenty 
colored.• Laborers are wanted there to forward 
the work. 

Eld. Loughborough, representing the English 
Mission, detailed the manner of working in -that 
field, the obstacles to be overcome, and the re-
sults attained. 

Eld. Rosqvist, of Sweden, reported progresS in 
that country, shoWing how the Lord •often uses 
the opposition and hatred 'of the evil one to ad-
vance the cause of truth. He says there are 
many openings for labor, but help is greatly 
needed. 

Eld. E. R. Jones, of Colorado, urged the neces-
sity of having another English and one Scandina-
vian laborer sent to- that Conference. 

A committee of ten, who had under considera-
tion the matter of adopting a church manual, 
reported adversely upon the proposition, substan-
tially as follows: We consider it unnecessary be-
cause we have already surmounted the greatest 
difficulties connected with church organization 
without one; and perfect harmony exists among 
us on this, subject. It would seem to many like 
a step toward the formation of a creed, or a disci-
pline, other than the Bible—something we have 
always been opposed to us a denomination. if we 
had one, we fear many, especially those commenc-
ing to preach, would r tudy it to obtain guidance 
in religious matters, rather than to seek for it in 
the Bible and from the leadings. of the Spirit of 
God, which would tend to their hind' ante in gen-
uine religious experience and in knowledge of the 
mind of the Spirit. It was in taking similar steps 
that other hodies of Christiaes first began to lose 
their simplicity, and become fbrmal rand spiritually 
lifeless., Why should we imitate. them -? The 
committee feel that our tendency .should be in the 
dithicti)n of simplicity and close conformity to the 
Bible, rather than in dial) :irately defining every 
point in church management and church'ordi-
nances.. The report was adopted. . 

Aeresolution was passed expressing grief for the 
death of Eld. J. N. Andrews, condolence with his 
bereaved family, and appreciation of his faithful 
and *self-sacrificing labors. 

Also, a resolution recognizing the -necessity of 
publishing in Europe, papers in the 'English, Ger-
man, Italian, and Swedish languages. 

It was resolved that the Year.  Book be issued 
regularly, and as a committe to .prepare the issue 
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J1 Fu 	o111 e 1zrcZ e, 
11"1,1, DO WI-[AT CAN." 

"I'LL do what I can," said a bright-eyed girl, 
And she gathered .a fresh. bouquet 

Of the sweetest buds and flowers, and placed 
In the room where her sick mother lay; 

And at night when the angel of sleep came around, 
He tucked under May's head a pillow of down. 

" I'll do what i can," said a thoughtful boy, 
And brought out the rake and hoe; 

Cleaned out the potatoes, the beans an i peas, 
And the onions, row by row. 

And the shower came on, and the warm bright sun, 
And finished the work which the boy had begun. 

So they did what they could, each one in its way, 
And the world was the happier by it. 

And if any of you little children doubt 
What -I say, I ask you to try it; 

And you'll find that through life 'tis an excellent.  plan, 
In every condition to do what you 

The Sisters. 

" I'm sorry; but one of you will have to stay 
at home," said the mother. " Hannah's father is 
sick and I promised her that she should go to see 
him; and I cannot take the care of Eddy all 
day." 

Of •course,- she could not. You •had only to 
look into her pale face, and on her thin, 'weak 
body, to know that. 

Her two little girls, Fanny and Alice, were 
standing before her when she said this. She saw 
their countenances fall. 

" wish it were not so," the mother added, 
feebly; " but I would be in bed, sick, before the 
day was half over, if I were left alone with Eddy. 
Some one has to be after him all the time." 

Fanny pouted and scowled, I am sorry to say. 
Alice looked sober and disappointed. They 
went from their mother's room without speaking. 
When so far away that her voice could not be 
,heard, Fanny said, in a sharp, resolute tone, from 
which all kind feeling had died out:— 

" rrn not going to stay at home, Miss Alice! 
You can make your mind up to that." 

Alice did not reply, but sat down quietly. Her 
disappointment was keen, fbr some little girls in 
the neighborhood had made up a small picnic 
party, and were going to have a pleasant day in 
the woods. 

It will be as mother says," she spoke out, 
after thinking for awhile. 

" I'm the oldest and have the best right to go," 
answered Fanny, selfishly. " And what's more, 
I'm going;" and she commenced putting on her 
things. 

A 'few tears crept into the eyes of Alice. It 
would fall upon her to stay at home; she saw 
that. Fanny was selfish and strong-willed, and 
unless positively ordered by her mother to re-
main at home and let her sister go, would grasp 
as her own, the pleasure to which Alice had an 
equal right with herself. If the decision was re-
ferred to her mother, a contention would spring 
up, and then Fanny would speak and act in a 
way to cause her distress of mind. 

" If mother were to make Fanny stay at-  home," 
Alic e said, in her thought, " she would pout, and 
fling, and act so ugly, that there'd be no comfort 
with her; and mother isn't strong enough to bear 
it." 

The tender love that Alice held in her heart for 
both her mother and dear little -two-year-old 
Eddy, was all-prevailing, and soon turned her 
thought away from the picnic and its. promised 
delights, to the pleasures and loving duties of 
home. 

" I'm going to stay,".she said, coming back into 
her mother's room, with a bright face and cheer-
ful voice. 

" Are you, dear ?" It was all she said; but in 
her tone and looks there was a precious heart-
reWard for Alice. 
. " He's been so sweet all day! " said Alice, corn--

. ing into where her mother sat by a window, 
with the cool air of the late afternoon fanning her 
wasted cheeks. She had a weary look. 

" And you have been sweet, too, my darling! " 
answered the mother, in a very tender voice, as 
she laid her hand on Alice's head. " I don't know 
what I should have done without you. It has 
been one of my weak 'days. But you look tired, 

- dear," she addect, 	down in that easy-chair 
and rest yourself. Come, Eddy." 

And she held out her hands for the child,' but 
he clambered into Alice's lap and laid his cun-
ning little head against her bosom. Both were 
tired—loving sister and sweet pet brother. It 
seemed hardly a minute before they were asleep; 
ancyas the mother, with eyes that were fast grow-
ing dim, looked at their tranquil faces and quiet 
forms, she thanked the good Father in heaven for 
a gift so precious and beautiful. , 

Bang! went the door, startling the mother 
from peaceful thoughts and arousing Alice from 
the light slumber into which she had fallen. In 
came Fanny, all in disorder, and threw herself 
into a chair, looking the picture of unhappiness. 

" Have you had a pleasant time ?" asked the 
mother, speaking with a kind interest in her 
voice. 

" I've had a horrid time !" answered Fanny, 
flinging out the words angrily. " I never saw 
such a mean set of girls in my life. They wouldn't 
do anything I wanted to do, nor go anywhere I 
wanted to go." 

" That was bad," said the .mother. " And I 
suppose you wouldn't do anything they wanted 
to do, nor go anywhere they wanted to go." 

Fanny did not reply. 
" How was it, my child ?". urged the mother. 
" Hadn't I as much right to have my -way 

about things as any of them ?" demanded Fanny. 
" There was that Kate Lewis--I can't bear her! 
If she said Let us do this,' or Let, us do that,' 
every one agreed in a minute." 

" You with the rest," said the mother. 
"Indeed, then, and I didn't!" replied Fanny, 

impatiently.. "Kate Lewis can't lead me about 
by the nose, as she does other girls. I have a 
mind of my own." 

" Perhaps," answered the mother, seriously, 
" you would have come nearer to the truth, my 
child, if you had said a self-will of your own. I 
find, from your account ,  of things, that you 
wanted everything your own way, and because 
the rest wouldn't give up to you, made yourself 
disagreeable and unhappy, and sOlost all the pleas-
ure of the day. I'm afraid you were not in just 
the best state of mind for enjoyment, when you 
left this morning." 

This was too much for Fanny, already feeling 
so miserable; -and she broke out into a fit of sob- 
bing and crying. 	• 

In what different•states of mind were the two 
girls at the close of the day! Alice, awakened 
from a brief, but refreshing sleep by the entrance 
of Fanny, sat, with tranquil heart and peaceful 
face, looking at her unhappy sister, who had self-
ishly claimed the day of pleasure, not caring how 
wearily it might pass for her, and pitied her mis-
erable condition, while Fanny cried from very 
shame and wretchedness. 

Dear little readerS, need I ask any of you, even 
the youngest, what made all this difference ? Al-
ready you have come to know, through some 
painful as well as pleasant experiences, that hap-
piness waits not on any selfish demand; but creeps 
lovingly into every heart which, forgetful of its 
own ease, or comfort, or pleasure, seeks the com-
fort and blessing of others. 

Do not forget this, dear children.-  Keep it -al-
ways in mind, and it will not only save you many 
unhappy hours, but put warm floods of sunshine 
and joy into your hearts.--Arthur's Home Maga-
zine. 

The Little Slate. 

"THERE, I did mean to sew these buttons on 
Fred's jacket before night. I have thought of it 
just in time, for he must have it early in the 
morning. I do forget so many things I have to 
do," said Lucia Warren to good Aunt Patience, 
who was visiting her for a day or two. " You can 
wait a few moments for me, can't you, aunty ? I 
will not be long;" and Lucia went to get her 
work, taking off her gloves, and throwing back 
her veil. It was troublesome to stop just as she 
was going out, but the work must be done. In-
deed, it was nothing so very unusual, as Lucia 
seemed always forgetting things, as she said. 

" I will tell you an excellent plan I have fol-
lowed for years," said Aunt Patience. " It is that 
of keeping a little slate with pencil attached, 
hung up in a convenient place, and noting down 
on it all the things I wish to do. If you like, we 
will buy such a slate white we are out, and 1 will 
get you started in the same system." 

Lucia entered into the scheme with great en-
thusiasm, and that night saw one side of her lit- 

tle slate well covered with items she wished to 
remember. She did not attempt to classify them, 
but noted them down in just the order she hap-
pened to think of them. Aunt Patience did not 
wish her to undertake too much at once. The 
other side of the slate had been reserved for to-
morrow's duties. A regular plan was not laid 
down for the whole day, with the hours set to 
them; for aunty knew that ,no •house-mother 
could bring all the rest of her household to time 
in such matters, even if she could herself. By 
undertaking too Much, young housekeepers are 
often discouraged, and give, up all efforts at sys-
tematizing. It was only the ground-plan of her 
work which was laid down, but it helped her 
wonderfully all through the day. It was such• a 
satisfaction to draw a line through anything-
which had been completed; and then by glancing 
her eye down the list, she was sure not to forget 
just the thing she ought most to remember. 

In time, the little slate came to be -regarded as 
one of the most -useful articles of fUrniture about 
the house. It saved hours of time and dollars of 
waste, besides adding fully a third to the family 
comfort and convenience. if you are skeptical, 
hang up one in your own house, and consult it as 
Lucia did, and I do not- doubt but you will arrive 
at a similar conclusion.—&tcted. 

Miss Todd's Plain Talk. 

THE Rev. Septimus Clark, a fine young clergy-
man from New York, who was traveling through 
Vermont, and, stopping at D, 	 one Sabbath, 
preached for Mr. Fry, will never till his dying day 
forget his encounter with Miss Miny Todd. He 
had preached what Mrs. Deacon Norton pro-
nounced, " a most be-a-utiful discourse," as full of 
flowers as a green-house, liberally sprinkled with 
sentiment, here and there a little natural religion 
put in, like cloves in a baked ham, more for orna-
ment than use. It was a sermon a pagan or a 
Brahmin would have admired as much as did Mrs. 
Deacon Norton, but it stirred the depths of Miss 
Miny's soul; her great, honest, gray eyes dark-
ened, flashed, and at last dimmed with tears, as 
she fixed them on the elegant youth' supposed to 
be preaching the gospel; and when he ceased to 
discourse, and pronouncing a graceful benediction, 
came down fromsthe pulpit, he was surprised to 
see a short, dark, resolute-looking woman, with 
a pair of reproachful eyes fixed on him, draw 
nearer and nearer, and at last plant herself in the 
middle aisle just in his way. 	• 

He stopped courteously, to let her move aside; 
but she never stirred, only looked straight at him 
and said, " Do you believe the Bible ?" 

Mr. Clark was still more surprised, but an-
swered civilly, " Certainly, I do." 

" You believe," she went on, " that all these 
folks you have been preaching to will be lost eter-
nally if they don't believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ ?" 

The Reverend Septimus stared blankly, yet her 
" glittering eye " compelled response. 

"Why, yes, madam; I am orthodox." 
" And knowin' that, knowin' they will never 

see you again, 'tisn't likely, and you havn't had 
but one chance to talk to 'em and tell what re-
sponsible bein's they are, you've been and talked 
all• this stuff about roses, and clouds, and brooks, 
and things, to dying souls! You poor, deluded 
man, what is the Lord goin' to say to you in that 
day ?" 

The Reverend Mr., Clark choked; he fairly be 
camefaint for a moment; for under his elegance 
and florality he had a conscience, and a somewhat 
dormant, but living, Christian faith; but he was 
not man enough to say, " Thank you;" he only 
pushed by Miss Miny, and asked Mr. Fry, who was 
waiting for him at the door, who the woman was 
who had stopped him. 	- 

" Oh, that is old Miss Todd," said Mr. Fry, in 
such a matter-of-course way that Mr. Clark did 
not feel it necessary to mention her rebuke. But 
Miss Miny " builded better than she' knew;" the 
youth never uttered such idle words again; he 
recognized the situation, and accepted it, which is 
the key of all true life, and became one of the 
most fervid and spiritual preachers.—Selected. 

A LITTLE boy of three years, whose mother 
played the organ in church, and who was obliged 
to be left to the care of others, was asked one 
Sunday morning what his kitten was crying so 
piteously for. " I don't know," said he, " but I 
'spect the old cat'has gone to meeting.' 



OLIDA Y BOOKS FOR OLD AND 

YOUNG. 

Price. 
The Mountains 	  $5 00  
The Bird World 	  5 00 
Sunbeam Stories (3 vols.) 	  5 00 
Sabbath Readings (4 vols.) 	  2 50  
Pillar of Fire. 	 2 00  
Leonore's Trials 	 	 1 75  
without a Home 	  1 50 
Nanny Davenport 	  I 50 
Vivimis of Woodiford 	  1 50 
Tom Bently 	  1 50 
Pen POrtraits 	  1 50 
Harry Maitland 	  1 25 
Ellen Dacre 	  1 25 
Gutta-Percha Willie 	  1 	2. 
The Hard Prob'e.m 	  1 05 
Paul Venner 	 1 25 
Jessie Bawer 	  1 25 
Sequel to Tim.... 1 25 
Temperance Tracts 	  1 25 
Best Fellow in the World 	  1 25  
No Danger 	  1 25 
Witnessing for-  Jesus 	  1 25 
Studies of Neglected Texts 	  1 25 
David Livingston 	  1 25 
Within Sea Walls. 	  1 25 
The Old Red House 	 1 25 

SaPrinceed
1 25 

The 
	

of Good Fellows 	   	1 25 
Ten Cents 	• 1 	25 
From Father to Son 	   	1 25 
How Could tie Escape 	  1 25 
His Honor the Mayor- 	  1 25 
Penny Rust Christmas. 	   	1 	15 
Still Waters, or Dreams of Rest 	 1 	05 
Frances Morton 	-  	1 00 
Glen Elder 	 1 00 
Two New Year's Days 
Prohibitionist's Text-Book 	 1 0  1 001)  
Barford Mills 	  1 	00 
White Hands and White if :arts  
Coals of Fire 	  

00(}  0 

Norman Brill's Life Work 	  1 OD 
Home Making 	 1 00 
Week-day Beligion 	  1 00 
Schonberg Cotta Family 	  1 00 
The Pledge and the - Cross 	  1 OD 
Palestine for .the Young 	  1 00 
The Lost Estate 	 1 00 
Our Coffee Room 	  1 00 
Water-Spouts. 	  1 00 
The Old Brown Pitcher 	  1 00 
Ten Lectures on Alcohol 	  1 00 
Paul Brewster and Son 	  	 1 00 
A More Excellent Way 	  1 00 
Caught and Fettered. 	  1 00 
Story of the Bible 	  1 00 
Juno and Georgia 	  
Mary Osborne 	   	90 
Juno on a Journey 	   	90 
Hubert 	  90 
Jessie's Work 	   	90 
Fred's Fresh Start 	  90 
Alcohol—Its Nature and Effects 
The Red Bridge 	• 90 
Rachel Noble's Experience 	  90 
The Hard Master 	  85 

. Echo Bank  •  	as 
Sybil Gray 	  

	

 	SO 
Tiptoe 	  SO 

- Secret of Victory • 	  75 
Rosa Leighton  	............ 75 
Drops of . Water 	  75 
Oyer the Way . 	  76 
Little Blue Jacket. 	 75 
Bertie's Present. _........... 	.......... , . 	............... 70 
Songs for Little Ones 	  70 
The Brother's Choice 	  60 
Jonas Clare . 60 
Fanny Lightman's Choice 	 

	

 	so 
May Covely . 60 
Talks on Temperance 	  SO 
The Model Landlord 	  

	

 	60 
The Temperance Speaker 	  

	

 	50 
Dialogue on Drink 	  50 
A Piece of Silver 	  50 
Bible Rule of Temperance 	  50 
Frank Spencer's Rule of Life 	 

	

 	50 
The Pitcher of Cool Water 	  50 
Sunshine Series (10 books) 	  50 
Golden Grains (10 books) 	  50 
Circled by Fire ... 	 40 
The Emerald Spray 	  

	

 	40 
The'Curse and the Cup 	  

	

 	40 
Come Home, Mother  -  	40 
The Vow at the Bars 	  40 

- 
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News and Notes. 

—Three hundred miners from Hungary are on the 
way to Pennsylvania. 

—Underground telephone cables have proved success-
ful in Washington City. 

--The sale of flash illustrated papers has been prohib-
ited at Indianapolis, Ind. 

The. German Emperor is confident that the peace 
of Europe will be maintained. 

King Alfonso of Spain says he hopes to see the 
Comte de Paris' king of France. 

—The bones of 100 deceased Mongolians w ere shipped 
from Stockton for China last week. 

—The receipts on the New York and Brooklyn bridge 
for one day last week were $2,150. 

—El Mandi, the "false prophet," is said to be gain-
ing adherents in Tunis and Algeria. 

—Two men were found murdered on American River, 
ten miles from Auburn, last Friday. 

—A careful estimate places the financial damage by.  
the Ischia earthquake at $1,000,000. 	 , 

—At Baltimore, last week, a Mrs. Riall killed her 
two children and then committed suicide. 

—An explosion in the basement of a drug house in 
Kansas City, Nov. 28, caused a $200,000 fire. 

—There is much' excitement over the discovery of 
a gold and silver mine near Ellenville, N. Y. 

—The possibility of war between China and France is 
said to be paralyzing business in Hongkong. 

—The Sultan of Turkey has made a present to the 
Emperor of Austria of a palace valued at $500,000. 

—The latest freight cuts between the Missouri River 
and Salt Lake has been to twenty-five cents a hundred. 

—Professor Nordenskjold, the Swedish Arctic ex-
plorer, is planning an expedition to the South Pole, for 
1885. 

--The captain of the steamer Dora, just returned 
from Alaska, reports a new volcanic island near Oun-
alaska. 

Windsor Theater, New York, and several adjoining 
buildings, were burned on the night of Nov. 30. Loss, 
$500,000. 

—After Occupying Bacninh and Sontay, the French 
will ask the mediation of England in the 'difficulty 
with China. 

On the 30th ult., two colored men were hanged for 
murder,—one at Shreveport, La., and the other at 
Macon, Ga. 

—Gen. Rosecrans, one of California's Congressmen, 
proposes an anti-polygamy amendment to the Federal 
Constitution. 

—A bill is now before the South Carolina Senate for 
the repeal of the Civil Rights Law passed by the Legis-
lature in 1870. 

It is believed that El Mandi means to march his 
army to Mecca, and proclaim himself the head of the 
Musselmaia Church. 

—In Matthews County, Va., the militia has been 
called out to stop the illegal dredging of oyster beds in 
Rappahannock River. 

—A family of four persons were poisoned at Cleve-
land, recently, by eating cabbage on which Paris green 
had been used to kill worms. 

—Owing to its alleged irreverence, the Thanksgiving 
proclamation of Governor Butler was not read in the 
Protestant churches of Boston. • 

—A Portland, Me.nwornan, whose will has just been 
offered to probate, left her property to the United States 
toward paying the national debt. 

---An eye-witness of the defeat of Hicks Pasha says 
the Egyptians fought three days and were beaten be-
cause their ammunition gave out. 

An effort is being made to establish an interna-
tional monetary standard, fixing a uniformity of values 
of gold and silver all over the world. 

The ship William, A. Campbell, just arrived at San 
Francisco from New York, reports a seventy days' storm 
off Cape Horn. She is badly used up. 

Los Angeles justice has done a good business the 
past year; it has sent fifty-fo _ir criminals to the State 
prisons. There are yet thirt y-four on hand. 

—Counterfeit standard dollars have come into circus 
lation in San Francisco. The noticeable difference be-
tween them and the genuine is in the weight. 

--Nov. 30, four men robbed a safe at New Washing-
ton, 0., and being pursued, they shot the Marshal, 
whose posse killed two of them and captured one. 

—The American Bishops are preparing an address 
thanking the Pope for summoning them to Rome and 
expressing unchangeable devotion to the Holy See. 

—Major-General Pope has taken command of the 
Department of the Pacific, and General Schofield goes 
to Chicago as commander of the Department of the West. 

—A recent gale destroyed thousands of acres of tim-
ber in New Hampshire and Maine. The homes of 
wood-choppers were destroyed, entailing considerable 
suffering. 

—Seventy-five thousand cot-ton operatives in North-
east Lancashire, Eng., are determined to resist a pro-
posal to reduce their wages five per cent. A great 
strike is .feared. 

—Jewell, the San Jose murderer, was hanged last Fri-
day. On the day previous, Dr. Bentley, of the M. E. 
Church, administered communion to the culprit, and 
sprinkled him. 

—The Emperor of Japan has taken the initiative in 
the cause of temperance in his empire by appointing a 
commission to devise methods for the suppression of the 
liquor traffic. 

—Pere Hyacinthe says: I mean to visit Utah and 
learn, if I can, the source of the strange power that has 
reared up an imperialism under the shadow of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

—The,telegraph informs us that the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Co. has been bought off from California busi-
ness by a percentage on the through business of com-
peting Pacific lines. 

—A fire in St. Paris, 0., on the 28th ult., destroyed 
thirty-five houses. Engines from Urbana, seven miles 
distant, began throwing water twenty-seven minutes 
after receiving the telegram. 

—About 80,000 acres of land in Gilmour and Bracken 
Counties, West Virginia, have recently been sold to 
Boston and BaltiMore parties for half a million dollars. 
It is believed to be rich in petroleum. 

—Hon. J. G. Blaine proposes, as a means of reducing 
the surplus revenue of the Government, that the tax on 
spirits be distributed among

b 
 the States. Last year it 

would have amounted $1.70 per capita. 
—Surgeon Van Sant's report to Surgeon-General 

Hamilton charges that the health authorities of San 
Francisco have not exercised due care in the matter of 
yellow fever patients arriving from Mexico. 

—The Porte has addressed a note to the powers in-
forming them that Turkey offered to send troops to sup-
press the rising in Soudan, but England refused the 
offer. Egypt now asks England's assistance. 

—A wealthy man named Nathan Morris, living near 
Montezuma, Ind., went crazy over the loss of some 
money invested in Chicago ventures, and driving his 
wife away from home, burned up his house and store. 

—O'Donnell, the slayer of Carey, the Irish informer, 
has been convicted and sentenced to death. His Amer-
ican counsel took no part in the trial, as the other 
counsel thought it would prejudice an English jury 
against the defendant. 

—Governor Murray of Utah advocates -a new Organic 
Act for that Territory, vesting the Government in three 
commissioners, similar to the Government of the DiE 
trict of Columbia, except that the U. S. army shall be 
used to serve processes. 

—A Chihuahua, Mexico, dispatch says: "Four hun-
dred frontiersmen, with two Arizona scouts, have started 
north in the Sierra Madre Mountains, armed to the 
teeth, to war on the Apaches without mercy, and for 
$250 each for all male scalps, 

The Supreme Court of Georgia has decided that cot-
ton " future" notes are utterly void; that dealing in 
futures is as much gambling as .betting on faro. Then 
how about our California grain futures, which con-
stitute a large part of the "business" of the Produce 
Exchange? 

---/Vt a recent seance of Dr. J. Matthew Shea, a ma-
terializing medium, in New York, a materialized spirit 
walked boldly out into the room, and was pounced upon 
by some policemen. The " spirit " proved to be the 
" doctor " himself, and his cabinet was found to be full 
of wigs, costumes, and other devices of the trade. 	• 

—Sojourner Truth is dead at last. She was born 
a slave .in New York, and was liberated by the Act of 
1817 emancipating all slaves over 40 years of age. 
This is all that is known concerning her age. She has 
resided in Battle Creek, Mich., for the last quarter cen-
tury, and retained her faculties in a remarkable degree. 

Obithaq. 
LEA.—Died in the town of Verona, N. Y., Oct.122, 

1883, Mrs. Emily B. • Lea, wife of Charles Lea, aged 
64 years . and 6 months.. Sister Lea was born in.  
England, and came to this country over thirty years 
ago. After embracing the Sabbath of .Jehovah, she was 
baptized by Eld. C. M. Lewis, and united With the First 
Verona Seventh-day Baptist Church. She subsequently 
united with the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Rome, 
of which she was a worthy member at the time of her-
death. A devoted woman. one who feared God and 
kept his commandments, she was respected and loved 
by those Who knew her character. Her sufferings have 
been long and severe,- but amid it all she trusted in 
God and many times experienced his especial blessing 
and relief from pain in answer to prayer. She leaves 
a husband, son, and daughter, all. Christians, and- look-
ing forward in hope, to the great day of meeting when. 
there will be no more partings. Eld. H. D. Clark of 
Verona assisted the writer in• the funeral services. Dis- 
course from Ps. 39 : 4. 	 E. W. WHITNEY. 

WILLARD.—Died of croup, Oct. 24, Eva Blanch Wil-
lard, daughter of Julian and Lovina Willard, aged 5 
years, 3 months, and 19 days. Her suffering was very 
severe, but only lasted one night. The parents sorrow 
not as those who have no hope, for they feel assured 
that if faithful they will meet their loved one again. 

Mrs. CYNTHA HUTCHINGS. 
Burrough Valley, Nov. 15, 1883. 

—On Sunday, Nov. 25, Archbishop Alemany (R. C.) 
confirmed 13 boys, 28 girls, and 90 adults at Haywards, 
this county; and then went on to San Leandro, where 
he confirmed 33 boys, 36 girls, and 57 adults. He was 
accompanied by several church dignitaries. For two 
country towns, but a few miles apart, the addition of 
257 members to " the church," at one sacrament, is a 
pretty good increase. 

To any one ordering $5.00 worth of the above we will give' a discount 
of- 10 per cent. 

A choice line of. Sabbath-school Teachers' Text-books, and a full line 
of Temperance Text-books constantly on hand. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, CaL 
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an armor prepared of Heaven, and the only implement 
of aggressive warfare is " the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God." With this the people to 
whom is entrusted the present truth-must be thoroughly 
acquainted. There is a power in the word, of God's 
truth; and we all need to understand how to use it right. 
Our College furnishes the best facilities for receiving 
thorough Bible instruction, and scores and hundreds 
ought to avail themselves of its advantages. 

Sixteenth of Exodus." 

An Answer Promised? 

EDITOR SIGNS OF THE TIMES: I wish to express my 
sympathy with those who have " gone up into the gaps," 
to make up the "hedge for the house of Israel to - stand 
in the battle in the' day of the Lord." I have a deep 
interest in the work, And am thankful to God for the 
watchmen that give the trumpet a certain sound. The 
assertion of Mr. Woodward that Seventh-day Sabbath 
teachers pass by.Ex. 16 in silence unless compelled to 
notice it, called to mind an article published in the 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald of Sent. 19, 1854, 
p. 45, under the above heading.. I thought of proposing 
it for re-publication, when I began this writing, but on 
reflection I doubt it being of sufficient value to occupy 
the space in the SIGNS. Therefore I send this as a con-
gratulatory word to one with whom I have been as-
sociated so long in the work of publishing the truth for 
the times. As I look over past volumes of the Review 
and Herald, it is a solemn thought that three out of 
five of the " corresponding editors " have • fallen; but it 
is a consolation that they have fallen at their posts, 
and rest under the blessing of the Lord. Should you 
and I fall, may this be our lot. I have often thanked 
God for the labors of those who have laid 'off the armor; 
and I thank him that one is still left to press the battle 
to the gate. May God give you wisdom to do it in a 
manner acceptable to him. 

In love, yours, 	 R. F. COTTRELL. 

WE are always pleased, to receive a word from Bro. 
Cottrell. In regard to Ex. 16, no one can accuse us of 
trying to evade it unless he is ignorant of our writings, or 
willing to misrepresent us. We believe Mr. Woodward 
is both ! When the Methodists of the Pacific Coast will 
Come forward and try to make a defense of Armstrong's 
misrepresentations of Ex. I 6, it will be time enough for 
them to boast. We have twice publishpd our exposure 
of him, and expect to do so /again. On which Side is 
the evasion ? The people may judge. 

NOT exactly. We clip the following -from the Herald 
of Truth: - 

" Rev. J. T. Tombes, D. D., pastor of the Baptist 
Church in Downey City, has recently,, by request, de-
livered a • discourse upon The Sabbath Question,' 
making the following -three points: First, The Patri-
archal Sabbath. Second, The Mosaic Sabbath, and its 
relations to the Moral Law, and its generic use in the 
Jewish service. Third, The Sabbath as it was observed 
and altered by Christ and his • apostles. Dr. Tombes, 
writing to us,. says: " I am quite disposed to the belief 
that Christ restored the . patriarchal Sabbath, .by its 
change to the first day." We expect an article from. 
him on. this point.. When our. contributorS on this 
point have all been heard from,- we shall be ready to 
be questioned by the ,S7 .gns of the •Times as' to the ac-
cepted convictions of Baptists in the United States." 

When its contributors have all been heard from-
which may. be  in this generation, or the next, if it ever 
comes, then, .what ? the Herald will be -ready to answer 
our question ? 'It does not say so: it will ." be ready to 
be questioned.." If the Herald will read Rev. 14 : 12 
it will learn why we are .patient in this as in all other 
matters. 

When, Dr. Tombes speaks we are giveia to•understand 
that we shall learn that  when Moses .wrote that God 
sanctified the seventh day he did not mean the seventh 
day at all ; or, otherwise, when.the evangelists. said " the 
first day of the week," they did not mean the first day 
of the week at all, but some. other da.y of the week. 
When the. Baptists • resort to such. devices we know not 
why they should not admit that when the•same 'evangel-
ists wrote "baptize " they did not mean baptize at all, 
but sprinkle. Where shall we look for consistent Bible 
faith ?: • 

• 
A BIBLE agent in Weakly County, Tenn., has.  found , 

750 families without the Bible. That 'county is well 

NOTICE. -We send no papers from this Office without pay in advance, 
unless by special arrangement. When persons receive copies without 
ordering them, they are sent by other parties, and we can give no infor-
mation in regard to them. Persons thus receiving them are trot indebted 
to the Office. 

. Money orders, drafts, etc., should be made to "Pacific Press;" NEVER 
to individuals, as they may be absent, and business thereby be delayed. 

Various Matters. 

MINNESOTA was the first State to send any consider-
able order for the tract, " Justification by Faith." 

Two more numbers end the present volume of the 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES. We usually omit a number in 
December so as to publish the last number of the vol-
ume near the close of the year. But this 'year we ex-
pect to issue Dec. 1,3 and 20, as we need all the time we 
can have to make the changes contemplated at the end 
of the volume. Everything will be done that is possi-
ble to do to improve the paper, and make it acceptable 
to its patrons. 

As A specimen of a rare combination of ignorance 
and prejudice, we refer to an article on the Seventh-
day Adventists in the Baptist Flag, published in St. 
Louis. We were aware that the Flag did not stand 
very high in the estimation of some of its cotempo-
raries of the Baptist press, but we were not aware that 
it was for such good reason. Its misrepresentations of 
us as a people are inexcusable. 

FROM about Nov. 24 for more than a week the sky 
at the horizon has been of an unsually red hue, both 
before sunrise and after sunset. Some of the citizens 
of Oakland, when they first discovered it, thought San 
Francisco was burning up. We never saw the like be-
fore. The same appearance is reported as far east as 
Salt Lake. Several explanations have been offered for 
this, .but they all seem to be open to objections. 

THE colored peOple have been much exercised over 
the recent decision of the Supreme Court, in regard to 
the Civil Rights Law, and are very fearful of the results. 
But most of the papers think no danger is to be 
apprehended, and that the decision was unavoidable. 
Whichever side may be technically correct, we think 
Justice Harlan took a rational view of the matter. It 
looks to us as if the colored people have reason for their 
fears; it is a step backward, and the end is not yet seen. 

IN the Life of Dr. Judson, by Dr. Wayland, is a 
description of Buddhism, the religion of Burmah, in 
which occur the following words: "The peculiarity of 
their belief is, that this life is not considered° the state, 
but only a state of probation." This tenet of Buddhism 
is fast being incorporated into the theology of many 
" eminent divines " in the churches of the United 
States. The professed Christian churches have so long 
deferred to heathen philosophy, and false science, that 
it will not be a very wide departure to incorporate into 
their theology the peculiarity of Buddhism. But what 
a Christianity! 

Important Meetings. 

AN Institute Meeting will be held in Rome, N. Y., 
Dec. 11-17. This will be an important meeting for that 
State. 

A general meeting for Missouri will commence Dec. 
13, at Sedalia. This, too, will present the main 
features of an Institute. All who expect to labor in 
any capacity should attend these meetings. 

A meeting similar to the above will be held in Hutch-
inson, Minn., beginning Dec. 8. 

The meeting for Pennsylvania commenced Dec. 5, to 
hold till the 10th. This was expected to be a meeting 
of unusual interest and importance. Sister White and 
Brn. Haskell and White were announced to attend, 

Bible Study. 

to the articles in this pa-
per, " Bible Study," and " Bible Study in Healdsburg 
College." We are nearing eventful times. The de-
termination of those who are seeking to change the 
form of Government so as to enforce a sabbath of tra-
dition, will not admit of much longer delay. Stirring 
events may be expected soon. For the conflict we have named. 

$25,000 Wanted. 
WE, the undersigned, hereby give the sums set to our 

names, to raise the sum of $25,000 to be placed under the 
control of trustees chosen at the annual session of the Cali-
fornia Conference. Said sum to be loaned to some of our 
Institutions at 5 per cent., the proceeds of which shall be,  
used to assist those who are seeking an education at the 
Healdsburg College, to fill positions in the cause of God. 
Said individuals must be recommended by the Conference 
Committee, and the College Faculty. 

William Butcher 	$5,000 
Joseph Leininger 	  5,000 
John Morrison. 	1,000 
F. H. Adams 	 500 
Mrs. Mary Scott 	 500 
A Friend to the Cause 	 800 
" Who'll he the next?" 

BIBLES FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 

MEACHEIZS' BIBLES... 

PEARL 24mo. (Size 4x5?;x11.) 
No. 500. French Morocco, stiff cover  • 	 $1.  50 
" 	513. Imitation Levant, divinity circuit, silk sewed 	90 
" 	510. •Turkey Morocco, stiff cover 	  2 75 
" 	515. Levant Morocco, divinity.  .circuit, kid lined, silk sewed 	 5 00 
" 514x. Imitation 'Levant, divinity circuitjeather lined, silk 

sewed, • reued corners. The smallest TeaCher's Bible 

	

in the world    37'6 

RUBY 16mO. (Size 44-x614) 

550. French Morocco, stiff cover 	$2 30 
Imitation Levant, divinity circuit, silk sewed 	 4 00 
Same as No. 563, with round corners 	  4 30 

560. Turkey Morocco, stiff cover 	  3 15 
44 ,561. 	 " 	limp 	  3 15 

NONPAREIL 8vo. (Size 41x7x11). 

No. 660. Turkey Morocco, stiff covers 	 $4 50 
661, 	 " 	limp    4 50 
662. 	 circuit 	  5 50 

665i. Levant 	" 	divinity circuit, silk sewed, round 

	

corners    7 10 

MINION 8Vo. (Size 5x71x11,) 

No. 705. Persian Morocco, limp cover 	 $4 .60 
" 710. Turkey 	" 	stiff "    6 50 
" 711 	 " 	limp " 	  550 
" 7151. Levant 	̀‘ 	divinity circuit, kid lined, silk- sewed, 

	

and round corners    8 30 

MINION SMALL, 4to. (Size 7x9dx11.) 

No. 905: Persian Morocco, limp cover, with wide margin for MSS. 
notes 	 $9 00 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, • Cal. 

A 1MILY BIBLES. 

	

No. 	2. Arabesque, gilt edges 	 $ 4 50 
Contains Old and New TestamentS, Concordance, Psalms 

in Metre, History of the Bible, Family Record, Mar-
riage Certificate and full -page illustrations. 

	

c. 	8. Same •as above, with 600 illustrations, and Smith's Dic- 
tionary added, marbled edges. 	  • 4 75 

4. 	Same as No. 3,' with gilt edges    6 60 
10. Cheapest Family Bible- in the world; Pictorial, with Re- 

iced •New Testament 	-   5 00 

	

" 	21. Family Edition, g-ilt edges, pica type, marg. ref., Re- 
vised New Testament, with Bible Dictionary, and 	• 
complete Bible Teacher's Text-book 	  7 00 

	

" 	23. French M.,,rozeo, new design, and carne as No. 21 ... • .. 	00 
43c. Turkey Morocco, Oxford style, fine heavy paper, :Revised 

	

New Testament    15 00 

	

" 	70,!. Fine Pulpit Bible 	  22 50 
" 123. Arabesque, paneled, gilt title, making. a very complete 

	

and desirable style    4 50 
Also many other styles which space will only allow us to give Nos. 

.and price: No-. 129, $5.50; No. 653, elegant, $11.00; No. 765, $9.50; No. 
934, very fine, $14.00. 

When ordering Bibles by letter please give numbers. 

Address, 	- 	 PAC I FRC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 

A NEW PAMPHLET. 

By EL)). J. H.. WAGGONER. 

, A CONCISE yet comprehensive exposition of this important Scriptural 
doctrine; being conclusiye.argunient, covering the principal 'features of 
the subject upon which theologians and denominations take issue. 40 pp. 
Price, 5 cents. A liberal discount by the hundred. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR THE 

Missionary Society of Seventh-day Adventists. 
A twelve-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of the 

Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Harmony of the,  
Law and Gospel, with Departments devoted to Temperance, The Home 
Circle, the Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-school. 

Price Per Year, 	- 	- • - 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	$2.00: 
In Clubs .Of five or more copies to one address, to be used- in Mis- .  

sionary Work, 	 1.50 
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-OR- 
REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, ELD. J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, RAVENS- 

Michigan. 	 wood, Shirley Road Southamp,,  
MRS. ELIZA PALMER, SOC. N. E. Tract 

	
ton, England. 

Society, South Lancaster, Mass. Mks. C. L. BOYD, Salem, Oregon. 
S. E. WHITE'S, Sec. Nebraska T. and M. Sobi • . Fremont, Neb 

ciign of Of 47illif5. 
OAKLAND, CAL., FIFTH-DAY, DECEMBER 6, 1883. 

SPECIAL attention is called 

No. 


