
"Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Rev. 22:12. 
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MY PRAY11113. 

IF, when I kneel to pray 
With eager lips I say: 

"Lord, give me all the things that I desire, 
Health, wealth, fame, friends, brave hearts, relig- 

ious fire, 
The power to sway my fellow-men at will, 	• 
And strength for mighty works to banish ill "—

In such a prayer as this 
The blessing I must miss. 

Or if I only dare 
To raise this fainting prayer: 

"Thou seest, Lord, that I am poor and weak, 
And cannot tell what things I ought to seek; 
I, therefore, do not ask at all, but still 
I trust thy bounty all my wants to fill;" 

My lips shall thus grow dumb, 
The blessings shall not come. 

And if I lowly fall, 
And thus in faith I call: 

" Through Christ, 0 Lord, I pray thee give to me 
Not what I would, but what seems best to thee, 
Of life, of health, of service, and of streugth; 
Until to thy full joy I come at length;" 

My prayer shall then avail; 
The blessing shall not fail. 

6.entra1 gtrtides. 
The Vision at Bethel." 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

"AND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went to-
ward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and 
tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he 
took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pil-
lows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he 
dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to Heaven; and behold the angels of 
God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the 
Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abra-
ham thy father, and the God of Isaac; the land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the 
north, and to the south; and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I 
am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I 
will not leave thee until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and 
he said, Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it 
not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this 
place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of Heaven." Gen. 28 :10-17. 

Jacob was not perfect in character. He sinned 
against his father, his brother, his own soul, and 
against God. Inspiration faithfully records the 
faults of good men, those who were distinguished 
by the favor of God; indeed, their faults are 
much more fully transcribed than their virtues. 
They were compassed with infirmities; they 
were assaulted by temptations, and were often 
overcome by them; but they were willing to 
learn in the school of Christ. Were those char-
acters presented before us as faultless, it would 
tend to discourage us in our strivings after 

k A sermon delivered at the Los Angeles, Cal., camp-meeting, May 
10, 1884. 

righteousness. We should not take pleasure in 
the faults of others; but it may give us courage 
to know that men of like passions with ourselves 
have fought the good fight of faith, and bruised 
Satan under their feet. The record of their 
lives may serve as a warning to mt. It shows 
that God will by no means clear the guilty. He 
sees sin in his most favored ones, and he punishes 
them even more decidedly than those who have 
less qght and responsibility. But in contrast 
with the sins and errors of humanity there is 
presented one perfect character,—th at of the Son 
of God, who clothed his divinity with humanity, 
and walked a man amoLg the children of men. 
He is our Pattern, pure, sinless, and undefiled. 

Jacob obtained by fraud the blessing designed 
for his brother. God had promised him the 
birthright, and the promise would have been 
fulfilled in good time had he been willing to 
wait. But like many who now profess to be 
the children of God, he lacked faith, and thought 
he must do something himself, instead of sub-
missively leaving the matter in the hands of the 
Lord. As a result, he was a fugitive from his 
father's house, hurrying for fear of his life from 
the rage of his brother, Esau. 

As he pursued his lonely way, he was greatly 
cast down and discouraged. He feared that 
through his own rash course he had lost the 
blessing God designed to give him, and that his 
opportun:ty was gone forever; and Satan was 
ready to take advantage of his depression and 
press in his temptations. Yet God did not utterly 
forsake Jacob. His mercy was still extended to 
his erring, distrustful servant, although he would 
permit afflictions to come upon him until he 
should learn the lesson of patient submission. 
The Lord graciously and compassionately re-
vealed just what Jacob needed, a Saviour. He 
had sinned; but hie heart was filled with grati-
tude as he saw revealed a way by which he 
could be restored to the favor of God. 

Wearied with his journey, the wanderer lay 
down upon the ground, with a stone for his pil-
low. And while he slept, the Lord gave him a 
vision. He beheld a ladder, bright and shin-
ing, whose base rested upon earth while the 
top reached to Heaven. Upon this ladder 
angels were ascending and descending, and 
above it was the Lord of glory, who addressed 
Jacob in words of wonderful encouragement. 
He assured Jacob that he was under divine 
guardianship in his absence from home, and 
that the land whereon he lay as an exile and a 
fugitive should be given to him and his poster-
ity. The promise given to Abraham was sol-
emnly renewed, " In thee and in thy seed shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed." 

The Lord knew the evil influences that would 
surround Jacob, and the perils to which he 
would be exposed; and the future was opened be-
fore him, that, fully understanding the divine 
purpose with reference to himself, he might be 
prepared to resist the temptations that would 
surely come to him alone amid idolaters and 
scheming men. There would be ever before him 
the high standard at which he must aim, and 
the knowledge that through him the purpose of 
God was reaching its accomplishment would 
be a constant guard and shield. 

Jacob awoke with a solemn sense of the pres-
ence of God. " The Lord is in this place," said 
he, "and I knew it not." Through the Spirit 
of God, the plan of redemption was revealed to 
him, not fully, but such parts as it was essential  

for him to know. The time of Christ's first ad-
vent was yet far in the future; but God would 
not let his servant remain in ignorance of the 
fact that sinful man had been provided an Ad-
vocate .with the Father. 

Up to the time of man's rebellion against the 
government of God, there had been free com-
munion between God and man. Heaven and 
earth bad been connected by  a  path that the 
Lord loved to traverse. But the sin of Adam 
and Eve separated earth from Heaven. The 
curse of sin was upon the human race, and was 
so offensive to God that *ran could have no 
communion with his Maker, however much h'e 
might desire it. He could not climb the battle-
ments of Heaven and enter the city of God; 
for there entereth into it nothing that defileth. 
The ladder represents Jesus, the appointed 
medium of communication. Had he not with 
his own merits bridged the gulf that sin had 
made, the ministering angels, ascending and 
descending on that ladder, would have held no 
communication with fallen man. 

All this was revealed to Jacob in his dream. 
Although his mind at once grasped a part of 
the revelation, its great and mysterious truths 
were the study of his life-time, and unfolded to 
his understanding more and more. In his con-
versation with Nathanael, Jesus referred to this 
mystic ladder on which Jacob gazed with 
idbased wonder. Said he, "Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Hereafter ye shall see Heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descend-
ing upon the Son of man." 

It is our life-work to commence at the lowest 
round of the ladder, and step by step to ascend 
toward Heaven. There is earnest work in this, 
but we can gain eternal life in no other way. 
We must take up our daily duties. There must 
be self-sacrifice, self-denial, and walking in the 
bumble path of obedience. Earnest battles 
must be fought with self and with the powers 
of darkness. We shall meet with strong temp-
tations to go with the crowd, which is pressing 
downward; for by this means we can avoid be-
ing singular. But we must have a firm hold 
on Christ, and keep on climbing. To look back 
is to become dizzy; to let go is to perish. The 
eye of faith must be continually directed up-
ward to discern a mighty helper in our tender 
heavenly Father. 

We ascend by succespive steps. When we 
let go of one round, it is to grasp another that 
is still higher. Thus the hand is constantly 
reaching upward for successive degrees of grace. 
and the feet are planted on one round after 
another, until finally an abundant entrance shall 
be administered to us into the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

There is necessity for striving, and yet it will 
be of no avail unless we strive lawfully. To 
profess to climb up by Christ, and claim his 
righteousness, while living in disobedience to the 
law of God, is to continue in sin that grace may 
abound. It is to cry, Christ, Christ, and trust 
in him, while in daily rebellion against God. 
We must have repentance toward God, whose 
law we have broken, as well as faith in Christ, 
through whom our offenses are pardoned. Man 
lost paradise through the transgression of God's 
holy law, and he can regain it only through 
obedience to that law. 

We have reason to rejoice that the world has 
not been left in solitary hopelessness. Jesus left 
the royal throne and his high command in 
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Heaven, and became poor that we through his 
poverty might be made rich. He took upon 
himself our nature, that he might teach us how 
to live. In the steps which the sinner must 
take in conversion,—repentance, faith, and bap-
tism,—he led the way. He did not repent for 
himself', for he was sinless, but in behalf of man. 

Jesus became "the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of paths to dwell in." He became 
an exile to earth to bring back the one lost, 
straying sheep, the one world ruined by sin. 
In him were combined the earthly and the 
heavenly, the human and the divine; otherwise, 
he could not be a Mediator whom the sinful 
could approach, and through whom they could 
be reconciled to their Maker. But now he en-
circles the race in arms of sympathy and love 
while he grasps the throne of the Infinite, thus 
uniting man in his weakness and helplessness 
with the Source of strength and power. 

As Jesus prayed after his baptism, the Holy 
Spirit, in the form of a dove of burnished gold, 
hovered over him, and a voice was heard, say-
ing, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.' Through the gates ajar there 
streamed bright beams of glory from the throne 
of Jehovah, and this light shines even upon us. 
The assurance given to Christ is assurance to 
every repenting, believing, obedient child of 
God that he is accepted in the Beloved. 

We are indebted to Jesus for all the blessings 
we enjoy. We should be deeply grateful that 
we are the subjects of his intercession. But 
Satan deceives men and Women by presenting 
the service of Christ before them in a false light, 
and making them think that it is a condescen-
sion on their part to accept Jesus as their Re-
deemer. If we viewed the Christian privilege 
in the right light, we should consider it the high-
est exaltation to be accounted a child of God, 
an heir of Heaven; and we should rejoice that 
we can walk with Jesus in his humiliation. 
But our Saviour assures us that there aro some 
who would like to climb up some other way 
than the toilsome, self-denying way of the cross. 
They would avoid reproach and shun- sacrifices. 
Christ calls such thieves and robbers. If we 
are not willing to breast the storm of opposition, 
if we choose to float with the current, we shall 
lose eternal life. 

And now the question for each one to settle 
is, Will you leave the dark abodes of sin and 
woe, and seek the mansions Jesus has gone to 
prepare for his followers? In his name we be-
seech you to plant your feet firmly on the lad-
der, and climb upward. Forsake your sins, 
overcome your defects of character, and cling 
with all your powers to Jesus, the way, the 
truth, and the life. We may every one of us 
succeed. None who shall persevere will fail of 
everlasting life. Those who believe on Christ 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them 
out of his hand. Evil angels will try to weaken 
their hold on Christ, and to attract their eyes 
to earth; but God will send holy, ministering 
angels to help them and to strengthen their 
hands. 

The Lord showed Jacob the open heavens. 
He beheld earth linked with Heaven, and saw 
the bright array of angels and the majesty of 
Deity. A divine voice addressed the repenting, 
discouraged one in words of gracious assurance, 
and spoke to him of great things to come. And 
so, through the merits of our Redeemer, the 
father looks upon us with tender compassion, 
and speaks to us hopefully the language of for-

(giveness and love. 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 

have entered into the heart of man the things 
'that God hath prepared for them that love 
him." The farther the Christian advances on 
the Heavenward way, the more clearly Will he 
discern the nothingness of earthly things, while 
by an eye of faith he views the glories of the 
unseen, eternal world. We point you, dear 
fellow-traveler, to a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. But the hills  

to which we journey are not on earth, and we 
might well despair of ever reaching them, were 
it not for the glorious ladder whose base is on 
earth while its top reaches the highest Heaven. 

Charity the Object of the Law.* 

Tarr.—" Now the end of the commandment is charity 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned; from which some having swerved, have turned 
aside unto vain jangling." 1 Tim. 1 :4, 5. 

THE word "end" is used here as in other 
places in the Scriptures, as meaning purpose, 
as in Jas. 5 : 11. In exhorting to patience 
unto the coming of the Lord, he says, "Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job. and have 
seen the end of the Lord." That is, we see the 
purpose of the Lord in allowing Job to suffer 
affliction. Again the word is used in Rom. 10: 
4. 	"For Christ is the end of the law, for right- 
eousness, to every one that believeth." That 
is, Christ is the purpose of the law for righteous-
ness. Righteousness is in the law of God. 
Ps. 119: 172. To maintain righteous charac-
ter is one of its purposes. But that pur-
pose has been frustrated by man in his trans-
gression, and he has forfeited all opportunity of 
obtaining righteousness from the law. Now 
Christ steps in; through him we obtain right-
eousness, and he thus becomes the purpose of 
the law for righteousness. This is the point of 
Paul's argument in Rom. 8: 3, "For what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the like-
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin 
in the flesh; that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us," &c. So then we may 
read the text, "The purpose of the command-
ment is charity," &c. 

From the context, it appears that the word 
"commandment" also is used in an accommo-
dated sense, as being synonymous with the word 
"law." It is used the same way by Paul in 
Rom. 7: 8. "Sin taking occasion by the com-
mandment. . .  For without the law sin was 
dead." Verse 9: "I was alive without the law, 

. . . but when the commandment came." 
Now putting these definitions in the place of 
these two words, we get the real meaning of 
the text by reading it: "Now the purpose of 
the law is charity." And as charity means love, 
Prov. 10 : 12; 1 Pet. 4: 8, we have this still fur-
ther reading: "The purpose of the law is love;" 
and by it we discover that the purpose that 
God had in giving the ten commandments was 
love. This is further proven by Deut. 33 : 2, 3: 
"The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from 
Seir unto them; he shined forth from Mount 
Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints; 
from his right hand went a fiery law for them. 
Yea he loved the people." And as God is love, 
1 John 4: 8, and as it was love which led him 
to give his law to the people, and as the very 
purpose of that law is love, it could be nothing 
but a law of love. And so we find it. Born. 13 : 
8. "He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law." Verse 10, "Love is the fulfilling of the 
law." 2 John 6, "This is love, that we walk 
after his commandments." 1 John 5: 3, "This 
is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments," and Matt. 23: 37-40. So then we see 
that the degree of love which is demanded by the 
law of God is measured only by the demands 
which are made upon us. by the Lord himself, 
for the law is simply and only an exposition of 
the perfections of God. But this purpose of the 
law cannot be met by the natural man. Rom. 8 : 
7. Therefore the apostle adds a phrase, "The 
purpose of the law is charity, out of a pure heart." 
"The heart is deceitful above all things and des-
perately wicked." Jer. 17: 9; and the Saviour 
gives us a picture of the natural heart in Mark 
7 : 21, 22, "For from within, out pf the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica-
tions, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, 

*A sermon delivered by Eld. A. T. Jones in Oakland, Cal,, Sabbath, 
July 6, 1884, 

deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness." And this is what God finds 
in men, instead of the purpose of his law. Well 
indeed it is that Paul says that the purpose of 
the law can come only out of a pure heart. 
And blessed be God who has not only in love 
given us a law of love, but has given tho Son of 
his love to redeem us from this iniquity, and to 
teach us the way of love. By faith in him the 
heart is purified. Acts 15 : 9. And by his Holy 
Spirit dwelling in the heart, making it spiritual 
and thus in harmony with the law, the purpose 
of the law can be met,—love out of a pure 
heart, for the fruit of the Spirit is love. Gal. 5 : 
22. 

There is another phrase added in the text. 
"The purpose of the law is charity out of a 
pure heart, and of a good conscience." It is a 
point that has been much debated whether con-
science be a sufficient guide; and it may always 
be answered in the negative-, because the con-
science itself must be guided. The phrase now 
under consideration shows that, because it says 
a good conscience, implying that there aro 
consciences that are not good. And this is 
made sure by 1 Tim. 4: 2, where we read of the 
"conscience seared with a hot iron." Surely 
such a conscience as that needs to be guided; 
for a bad conscience could be nothing but a bad 
guide, and needs itself to be guided to that 
which is good; in short, needs to be made good. 

This " seared with a hot iron," of course is a 
figure, applied to the conscience, but if we un-
derstand the real searing with a hot iron, we 
may understand what the figure really means, 
applied to the conscience. If by accident your 
hand were struck upon a red-hot iron and held 
there a moment, it would be burned so much 
that the pain would be very severe. If the 
same hand were put a second time upon the 
same piece of' hot iron, the pain would not be so 
great. And if' it were put there the third time, 
there would be no pain at all. The tissue of 
the flesh would be so deadened that all sense of 
pain would be gone. Now carry the illustra-
tion to the conscience. Take, for instance, a 
young man, the son of pious parents, and ho 
has been brought up in the fear of' God. lie 
leaves home and goes out into the world and 
falls in with evil associates, say with a class of 
persons who will steal, and who think that the 
one• who can steal most expertly should be held 
in esteem among them. The young man is influ-
enced finally to steal, for the first time; and his 
conscience will sting him to the quick. I once 
saw a young man steal a fine scarf, and go and 
put it away where it was perfectly safe; no one 
saw him but myself, and he did not know even 
that, but he was as restless as a person could be; 
and when he had stood it perhaps half an 
hour, I saw him go and get the scarf, and put 
it right back where he stole it from. Then he 
was easy. 

Suppose now this young man resists the plead-
ings of his conscience, and keeps what he has 
stolen; when he steals the second time, his con-
science will not affect him nearly so much; and 
when he has stolen the third or fourth time, 
he will have no conscience on that point at all. 
He has utterly deadened his conscience, " seared 
it with a hot iron." And so can he do under 
any commandment of the decalogue; and finally 
bring himself to that place where he will have 
no conscience at all on any of these points. 
Now suppose he by some means is induced to 
enter a church, where he, perhaps, hears read 
from the Bible the words his mother taught him, 
or he bears the words of a hymn which she 
sang to. him, when a child, and he becomes a 
child again and listens to it all, until be falls 
on his knees before God, and cries for for-
givenegs; it is granted, and, like a child, again 
he starts into the world; he meets his old associ- 
ates; they invite him to go with them in the 
old way, and he abhors it. Why, what is the 
matter? Ah I he is converted. The law of God 
is written anew upon his heart by the Holy 

• 
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Spirit, 2 Cor. 3 : 3, and now he has a good con-
science, one which recognizes the claims of the 
command, Thou shalt not steal." 

Now I say that the law of God is the great 
regulator of the conscience,. and so much of the 
law of God as is in the heart, just that much 
conscience a man has, and no more. Webster re-
marks on the word conscience that—" The En-
glish word implies a moral standard of action in 
the mind." What moral standard of action is 
there for the human mind? None other than 
the ten commandments, which show the whole 
duty of man. Eccl. 12 :13. And Paul expresses 
it clearly in Rom. 7: 25: " So then with the mind 
I serve the law of God." This is further con-
firmed by Rom. 2 : 14, 15: For when the Gen- 
tiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these having not the 
law are a law unto themselves; which show the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness," &c. So we see 
that when they show (by doing the law) the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bears witness. And it is only to the 
work of the law, that their conscience does bear 
witness. Therefore it is plain that where there 
is no work of the law, the conscience cannot 
bear witness, and consequently, virtually, there 
is no conscience. On the strength of these 
"proofs of Holy Writ," let me repeat, Just as 
much of the law of God as is in the heart, just 
so much conscience a man has. 

However from the quotation before made 
from Mark 7 : 21, 22, it appears that there is 
hardly any of the law of God recognized in the 
natural heart. But God in his great love 
" wherewith he hath loved us," has made abun-
dant provision for this lack. If we will repent, 
he will convert us, Acts 3 : 19; and write his law 
new in our hearts, 2 Cor. 3 : 3; Heb. 10 : 15, 16; 
Ps. 19 : 7; and thus, in writing his good law 
in our hearts, he gives us a good conscience, and 
the purpose of the law can be met. 

There is yet another phrase that Paul has 
given us: " The purpose of the law is charity 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned." James (chap. 2: 14-26) 
sets before us fully the nature of a feigned 
faith, a faith that depends all upon believing 
without any doing—all faith and no works. 
But Paul in Gal. 5 : 6, shows us what he means 
by the phrase " faith unfeigned." " For in Je-
sus Christ neither circumcision availeth any-
thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which 
worketh by love." There it is•

' 
 it is not alone a 

faith which works, but a faith which works by 
love. And thus in this, the " purpose of the 
law" is met. What a wondrous view of the 
law of God is here set before usl The purpose 
of the law is love. Love out of a heart from 
which love alone can flow. Love out of a con-
science which witnesses to nothing but love. 
Love by a faith which works with nothing in 
view but love. 

And this brings us to notice, for just a moment, 
the last part of our text, with the marginal 
reading. "From which some not aiming at, have 
turned aside to vain jangling." This shows that 
the purpose of the law, which is charity (love) 
must be our aim in the Christian life. What 
more painful thing do we see than a person 
who has no aim in life, having no controlling 
influence, no guiding star, but wholly and en-
tirely the creature of circumstances, now here, 
now there, and finally nowhere. But the person 
who has an aim, it matters not what it may be, 
everything must be turned to helping him reach 
it. Circumstances may seemingly turn him 
from it, but in the outcome they have only helped 
him onward. Warren Hastings, one of the 
men to whom England owes the greatness of her 
dominion, when he was but a child playing in the 
fields, saw the castles and estates that had once 
belonged to the name of Hastings. And child 
though he was, he determined then that he 
would bring them back once more to the name. 
And though it was nearly at the end of a long  

life before he reached it, he did reach it. 
Through many vicissitudes, adversity and pros-
perity, his one aim in life was that, and he ac-
complished it. In the Christian life God has 
set before us this aim, charity. And we are to 
aim at nothing else; for he who aims at anything 
else, even though he should reach his aim, really 
aims at nothing and reaches nothing. For 
though I aim at the eloquence of the tongues of 
men and of angels, and reach it, I reach only the 
lifeless, sounding brass. Though I aim at the 
gift of prophecy and reach it, or the understand-
ing of all mysteries and reach it; though 1 aim 
at all knowledge and reach it; though I aim at 
martyrdom and reach it; though I aim at any 
or all of these, and reach them, I have aimed 
at nothing and reached nothing. But if I aim 
at charity, I aim at that which God has set for 
my aim; and he will help me to reach it. And 
in reaching that, the highest, in the very nature 
of the case I reach all below it. 

Here, then, is our aim. Let it be indeed our 
aim. Let nothing swerve us from charity. For 
as surely as we lose our aim, vain jangling is 
the inevitable consequence. The apostle Peter, 
after showing us how to reach charity, says: 
"For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." So means 
in this way, which shows that without charity 
we cannot obtain that entrance. Ohl we must 
aim at charity; we must reach it. And may the 
Lord help this people, who are set for the de-
fense of the law of God in the earth, to aim at 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good con-
science, and of faith unfeigned, and so fulfill the 
purpose of that law. 

Light on the Prophecies. 

SOME go in search of light on Bible truth 
back toward the Dark Ages. They go to com-
mentaries written some hundreds of years in 
the past for an exposition of prophecies relating 
to the closing events of time. I do not speak 
disparagingly of these commentators. Much 
light and truth may be elicited from them. But 
those who would cite us to them on prophecies 
that are now being fulfilled, which relate to 
the last days in the most emphatic sense, seem to 
forget the testimony of the prophets themselves 
to whom these things were revealed. Speaking 
of these things, said the angel to Daniel, "Shut 
up the words, and seal the book, even to the 
time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased." "Go thy way, 
Daniel; for the words are closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, 
and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall 
do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall un-
derstand; but the wise shall understand." Dan. 
12 : 4, 9, 10. 

This testimony is equivalent to asserting that 
these prophecies of Daniel could not be fully 
understood till the time of the end; and that 
when that point is reached, knowledge on them 
should be increased, and the wise should under-
stand them. Then no one that lived 'and died 
before the time of the end had the clear light on 
these prophecies. The further we go back 
toward the Dark Ages, the further we are from 
the light. 

Those who thus go back to the wisdom of the 
past, would do well to heed such testimonies as 
that of Pridckux, one of their chosen expositors. 
After givinghe best light he had on the profa-
nation and the cleansing of the sanctuary of 
Daniel's prophecy, supposing that it had a pri-
mary and typical fulfillment in the times of An-
tiochus Epiphanes and of the Maccabees, he 
gives his opinion that in its full, and complete 
sense it refers to the defilement of antichrist, 
during the 1260 years of its supremacy, and he 
very wisely remarks, "Those that shall live to 
see the extirpation of antichrist, which will be at 
[after] the end of those years, will best be able 
to unfold this matter, it being of the nature of  

such prophecies not thoroughly to be under-
stood, till they are thoroughly fulfilled." 

He refers us to the time of the end, beginning 
with the expiration of the 1260 years, fbr more 
light than was then had. He points us in the 
right direction. But those who live to see these 
prophecies "thoroughly fulfilled," and the "ex-
tirpation of antichrist," will live to see the com-
ing of Christ; for of this wicked power Paul 
says, " Whom the Lord will consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and destroy with the bright-
ness of his coming." 2 Thess. 2 : 8. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

Faith and Sight. 

" For we walk by faith, not by sight." 2 Cor. 5 :7. 

BET few strive to enter in at the strait gate; 
because the " great and precious promises" are 
things of faith and not of sight. Would our 
wealthy, worldly neighbor even deign to talk 
with us on the Christian's hope? Let us ap-
proach him. 

" Friend, your life and energy are being spent 
in amassing and enjoying riches. if these per-
ishable things do not leave you, you must soon 
leave them to others, perhaps to their injury. 
Why should you not rather prefer to lay up 
treasure in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
can corrupt, and where no thieves can steal. 
This durable life, which the righteous alone will 
receive, will be attended with durable happi-
ness." 

See on his face the mingled expression of con-
tempt and derision. With an air of wisdom, 
he finally replies: " A bird in the hand is worth 
two in the bush;' but your treasure in Heaven 
does not even amount to birds in a bush, for wo 
can see birds in the bush, and we know that it 
is possible to catch them. You have never seen 
any one rise up from death to immortality, and 
all that you think you know about the resurrec-
tion of Christ is what you have read. Your 
fulfillments of prophecy may be only hap-haz-
ard coincidences. Your world to come' do3s 
not yet exist, and may never exist. You would 
not work for a man, if you could not see the 
pay; then why trust in an unseen God, making 
promises of unseen things, and suffering you to 
remain poor, while I, who do not trust in him, 
stand right before your eyes a rich and honored 
man." Something whispers to us, "Ephraim is 
joined to his [visible] idols, let him alone." 

But, beloved brethren, " we walk by faith, not 
by sight." " While we look not at the things 
which are seen; for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal." The resurrection, immortality 
through Christ, the " world to come," with the 
unending reign of Christ, are things yet to be 
revealed, eis tom aionas tou aionou, in the ages 
of the ages, or, as translated in our English 
Bible, these unseen things are to be realized in 
the future, "forever and forever." We cannot 
give a purely scientific explanation of any of 
them. Those skeptics who ask us for a scien-
tific reason for the possibility of the resurrec-
tion, cannot themselves scientifically explain 
how matter came into existence. To believe 
in God at all, is to believe in miracles. "But 
without faith it is impossible to please him 
[God]; for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is [does exist], and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him." 

Now it is not possible for us to believe that 
God is, does exist, without believing in his mirac-
ulous power. The God who established laws of 
nature is not like us, a servant of these laws. 
He is master. He has not created for himself' 
a master, laws of nature, and become a servant. 
His miraculous power still exists, as it did in 
the creation of all things. He is able, and will 
surely fulfill his promises. Do we believe it 
with all our heart? Then what encourage-
ment we have to ever strive to walk in the 
strait and narrow way that leads to endless 
glory I 	 Ersmox. 

• 
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Salvation Conditional. 

THOUGH  a doctrine should be maintained or 
admitted on the strength or correctness of its 
principles, in the minds of some an objection is 
suffered to obscure a principle, however well it 
may be established. Many have been so thor-
oughly indoctrinated in the idea that the death 
of Christ is equivalent to the Atonement that 
it is really difficult for them to appreciate our 
argument on justification by faith, and to un-
derstand the relation of such justification to a 
future Judgment. And again, by assuming 
that the death of Christ and the Atonement 
are identical, they are involved in endless con-
troversy in regard to the application of the 
benefits of the Atonement. It will not ap-
pear to be out of place to further notice these 
points. 

We read that Christ died for all. Some who 
take the view that the death of Christ is the 
Atonement, readily conclude that the sins of 
all have been atoned for, and argue thence that 
no condemnation can remain to any. The argu-
ment is reasonable, but the premise is defective. 

Others, assured from the Scriptures that all 
will not be saved, that some do now and will 
finally rest under condemnation, are shut 'up to 
the conclusion that the Atonement is not made 
for all. They also regard the death of Christ 
and the Atonement as the same thing, and 
therefore are necessarily precipitated to the op-
posite extreme, that Christ did not die for all, 
but only for a chosen part of mankind. Here 
again, the difficulties of ultra Calvinism lie in 
the assumption on which their argument is 
based. The distinction herein advocated and 
sustained by plain Scripture facts and declara-
tions, removes the errors of " Universalists 
and " Partialists," and, if recognized, would 
bring all together on the harmonious testimony 
of the word of God. 

And we would urge upon the consideration 
of the reader that, assuming that the Atonement 
was made on Calvary, one of the above posi-
tions must necessarily be admitted. Either the 
death of Christ was for a limited number (as 
the Atonement is), or else the sins of all have 
been atoned for, and all must be saved. If 
the Atonement be already made, if the sanctuary 
be already cleansed, and sin blotted out by an 
act long passed, we are unable to see how the 
destiny of man is to be affected by the procla-
mation and belief of the truth. It will be said 
that our faith lays hold of that which has been 
done for us; and if the declaration referred 
merely to what the Scriptures say has been done, 
it would be correct. But if our sin was removed 
or blotted out long before we were born, it is 
hard to see how the fact could be more a fact, 
or made more certain by our belief of it; or 
if our sins were not so blotted out, our un-
belief could not affect the omission. But " Christ 
died for all;" and yet the impenitent will be 
"punished with everlasting destruction." This 
is in harmony with what has been shown in 
commenting on Born. 5: 10, pages 193-195, 
namely, that the death of Christ does not of 
itself save any one, but it makes salvation pos-
sible to every one. It is a matter of wonder 
that Bible readers have ever for a moment 
recognized as true the idea that death makes 
an atonement, when the Atonement is always 
represented as the work of the priest, per-
formed in the sanctuary, with the blood of the 
offering. 

The position of an individual who is justified 
by faith may be illustrated thus: A owes B a 
sum which he is not able to pay, and C en-
gages to take the responsibility of the debt on 
certain conditions; and in order to make it 
sure, C deposits with B an amount sufficient 
to cover the debt. Now it is stipulated that if 
A fulfills the conditions, B shall cancel the debt 
from the deposit made by C. And as long as A 
is faithfully fulfilling the conditions, so long 
is B satisfied in regard to the debt; and of  

course he will not trouble A for it, knowing it is 
secure. Thus A is accounted just, in the sight 
of B, though not really just in himself, because 
he fails to pay a just debt. He is considered 
as just or justified through obedience to the con-
ditions of C, who is his surety. But if A re-
fuses or neglects to fulfill the conditions, the de-
posit of C no longer avails for him; he falls from 
the favor of B, which he had enjoyed through 
this arrangement, and the debt stands against 
him as fully as though C had never engaged to 
pay it on any condition. 

That justification by faith, or the pardon 
we receive while on probation, is a  conditional 
pardon, is proved by our Saviour's words in 
Matt. 18 : 23-35. Hero is presented the case of 
a servant who owed his lord ten thousand tal-
ents; but having nothing to pay, and manifest-
ing honesty of intention, " the lord of that serv-
ant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and .forgave him the debt." But this servant 
met his fellow-servant, who owed him the tri-
fling sum of two hundred pence; and who plead 
for mercy in the same terms in which the first 
had so successfully plead before his lord. But 
this servant would not show mercy; he thrust 
his fellow-servant into prison till he should 
pay the debt. Hearing of this, his lord called 
him, and said unto him, " 0 thou wicked serv-
ant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me. Shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I 
had pity on thee ? And his lord was wroth, and 
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should 
pay all that was due unto him." This we say 
is the Bible view of forgiveness in the gospel, 
or justification by faith, while we are waiting 
for the decisions of the Judgment. And on this 
plain case we are not left to merely draw a 
conclusion; the Saviour has made .the applica-
tion for us, and from this application there can 
be no appeal. He says: "So likewise shall my 
Heavenly Father do unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses." 

That this is a true representation of the posi-
tion of the penitent, is evident from the declara-
tions that " he that endureth unto the end "—
he that is " faithful unto death "—shall be saved; 
while he that is justified by faith may, by dis-
obedience, lose that justification, and his right-
eousness will not be remembered. The blood 
of Jesus is the bounteous supply—the rich de-
posit where all may find a covering for their 
sins; but whether their sins are actually atoned 
for and removed by that blood, depends upon 
their acceptance of it and their faithfulness to 
the conditions of acceptance. Without faith 
and obedience this deposit will never avail for 
any one. 

Yet we hear many say, with the utmost as-
surance: "My debt is all paid; I cannot be lost, 
since Christ has died for me." But this is not 
the language of trust; it is rather that of pre-
sumption. Faith claims the promise of God on 
the fulfillment of its condition. We cannot 
consent to the idea of unconditional salvation. 
Whether they are aware of it or not, this is 
the position of all who expect to be saved be-
cause their debt is paid, or because Christ died 
for them. Every human being can say the 
same. 

But we must notice the real point of this doc-
trine, namely, that God chose a certain part 
of mankind, and predetermined that they should 
be saved, passing by or reprobatint the remain-
der. In 2 Cor. 5 : 14 we are told that "Christ 
died for all;" in Heb. 2 : 9, " that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every 
man ;" and in 1 John 2 : 2, that he is the pro-
pitiation " for the sins of the whole world." 
Did Christ shed his blood for these reprobate 
ones? Is he their mediator? And some of 
this faith will answer in the negative; they 
will say that he did not die for them, but only 
for the elect. But if he did not die for them, 
was anything done for them? And Low can  

they be said to " neglect so great salvation " 
(Heb. 2 : 3), if no salvation was provided for 
them? or trample on divine grace, which was 
no grace to them? 

On account of the inherent repulsiveness of 
the doctrine known as " Calvinism," we' often 
find persons claiming to hold it in a modified 
form. But that is impossible • it cannot be modi-
fied. It is fixed and inflexibly rigid in every 
feature. It is a belief that God irrevocably de-
creed and determined all things; and the belief 
can no more be modified than a fixed decree of 
Deity can be modified. It may only be ex-
changed for something else; but in itself it ad-
mits of no degrees; fbr the moment that a con-
dition is incorporated into it, it  is  something 
else. Calvinism teaches unconditional personal 
election; and unconditional personal reprobation 
is its converse and necessary attendant. 

EDITOR. 
(To be concluded.) 

The Texas Sunday Law. 

THE Sunday law of Texas is not oppressive, 
but very liberal and merciful in its provisions. 
For the benefit of those who believe the seventh 
day is the Sabbath, and are not keeping it be-
cause they fear the consequences or violating 
the law, we append below the State Sunday 
Law as found in chapter 2 of title 7 of the Penal 
Code:— 

Art. 183. Any person who shall hereafter 
labor, or compel, force, or oblige his employes, 
workmen, or apprentices, to labor on Sunday, 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than 
fifty dollars. 

Art. 184. The preceding article shall not 
apply to household duties, works of necessity 
or charity, nor to necessary work on farms or 
plantations in order to prevent the loss of any 
crop, or the running of steamboats or other 
water craft, rail cars, wagon trains, common 
carriers, nor to the delivery of goods by them, 
or the receiving or stowing of said goods by 
the parties, or their agents to whom said goods 
are delivered, nor to stages carrying the United 
States mail, or passengers, nor to foundries, 
sugar mills, or herders who have a herd of stock 
actually gathered and under herd, or to persons 
traveling, nor to ferrymen, or keepers of toll-
bridges, keepers of hotels, boarding-houses, and 
restaurants, and their servants, nor to keepers 
of livery stables and their servants, nor to any 
person who ( onscientiously believes that the sev-
enth or any other day of the week ought to be re-
served as the Sabbath, and who actually refrains 
from business on that day for religious reasons. 

The Texas code protects those who keep the 
seventh day as well as those who observe 
Sunday. 	 R. M. KILGORE. 

How to Become Interested. 

As A rule, those who pay nothing towards 
church work have no interest in it. We do not 
mean merely that they pay nothing because 
they care nothing. The converse is true also. 
They care nothing because they pay nothing. 
One way to get people interested in the congre-
gation's affairs is to get them to contribute. It 
secures their interest. What costs them some-
thing concerns them, if it were only because 
it costs them something. The same is true also 
of institutions, missions, etc. Those who con-
tribute nothing are not likely to inquire about 
them, and read about them, and talk about them. 
The consciousness that these are our institutions, 
and that the work done is our work, is awakened 
adequately only when they have cost us some-
thing. And when we recognize them as ours. 
and learn to rejoice in the prosperity of our work, 
we give more freely, more liberally, and more 
cheerfully.—Lutheran Standard. 

HE that chooses his good things in this life 
makes no provision for the next. 
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The Waiting Church. 

THE position of the Christian church since 
the departure of Christ from earth, like that of 
the Jewish church before his coming, has been 
one of waiting. Having finished his work here 
below, and opened a way of salvation, having 
become the one offering for sin, and having es-
tablished a kingdom, a body, and made it ready 
for receiving as its soul the Holy Ghost, he, in 
accordance with the announcement made to his 
disciples, went away from them, ascended into 
Heaven, there to remain an intercessor at the 
right hand of the Father until his coming again 
to judge both the quick and the dead, and to 
receive his children unto himself. 

For the first few centuries after his departure, 
and even down to the time of Constantine, his 
church was emphatically  a  waiting and a watch-
ing church. The thought of his return was the 
one hope that burned with increasing brightness 
in proportion as the darkness of persecution 
deepened. Watchmen stood upon the walls, 
anxious above all things to detect signs of the 
promised morning, to discern the first herald of 
his glorious coming. The apostolic faith in 
Christ was, among other things, a faith in him 
as about to return and gather his suffering fol-
lowers into a kingdom blessed and illuminated 
by his divine, yet personal presence. He was re-
garded as an absent Lord, and therefore the nat-
ure of his presence on earth, in the sacraments, 
was not discussed. They regarded the whole 
existing economy, both civil and spiritual, as 
only temporary..  

They accepted the parting benediction of 
their Master when he was lifted from among 
them out of sight, into Heaven, in its literal 
meaning; believed as they were told, that "this 
same Jesus" would come again in the very same 
manner in which they had seen him go, that is, 
visibly, personally, surrounded by clouds, not of 
mystery, but yet of glory. 

That promise was thenceforth the central 
hope of his orphaned church. It breathed in 
every epistle, from the first; and the last pre-
diction of the Apocalypse, "Behold I come 
quickly," was only a continued echo of what 
had been constantly heard since the hour of the 
Lord's ascension. 

And the belief of Christians in that promise, 
was, more than physical signs and wonders, the 
secret of their marvelous power of patience. 
This attitude of waiting for a Judge and Sav-
iour about to return; for a Christ, then localized 
as to his presence only in Ileav'en, yet soon to 
become localized on earth, separated the early 
church, by lines which no one could mistake, 
from the careless, self-seeking, and scoffing 
world. If men then speculated too much upon 
prophecies relating to Christ's second advent, 
they were thereby prevented from speculating 
upon other subjects which have since done so 
much towards making the unity of the church 
little more than a name. 

But because the Christ of the apostles was a 
waiting Christ, and their church a waiting 
church, the faith was kept as delivered, and the 
kingdom remained unbroken all through that 
fearful night of persecution. And it was not 
till the church ceased to watch and to wait for 
the Bridegroom's return that it showed signs of 
unfaithfulness. But when it forgot its absent 
Lord, and looked no longer for his coming, here-
sies and corruption began to rend and stain its 
Heaven-wrought vesture. 

This attitude of waiting, in which Christ left 
the church, should and must be preserved 
until the end. Every advent season through 
all the more than eighteen hundred that have 
come and gone, has brought nearer the consum-
mation which seemed so near to those who first 
believed. Every moment of this waiting, every 
moment which lengthens the period of the 
Lord's delayed coming, hastens the hour of his 
return. Let us then trim anew the lights that 
have been growing dim, and gird up our loins  

as those whose work it is to watch, lest coming 
suddenly he find us sleeping. For while Christ 
waits, he pleads for the reconciliation of souls 
to God, through himself, by the Spirit, and for 
the building up of his saints unto such an image 
of his measure and stature as will make them 
meet for the promised inheritance.—the Church-
man. 

Who Are Israel ? 

THIS is an important question, for, according 
to the Scriptures, Israel is a very important 
people. The direct answer is : They are the 
seed of Abraham (Rom. 11 : 1), "to whom per-
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises; whose are 
the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
forever." Rom. 9 : 4,  5. But in the succeeding 
verses we have a qualification given which is 
very significant: " For they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel; neither, because they are 
the seed of Abraham, are they all children." 

Now there are several prominent facts brought 
to view in the Scriptures: 1. All Israel is ac-
counted as Abraham's seed. 2. All of Abra-
ham's natural seed are not Israel. 3. There may 
be a seed unto Abraham not of natural descent. 
" God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham." Matt. 3 : 9. 4. They that are 
Christ's are Abraham's seed, and "heirs ac-
cording to the promise." Gal. 3 : 29. There is 
no partition.between the Israelites of all ages; 
they constitute one "household of God," a 
" building fitly framed together" (Eph. 2 : 14-
22), " where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all in all." 
Col. 3 : 11. " So then they which be of faith 
are blessed with faithful Abraham." Gal. 3 : 9. 

It is great gain to become an Israelite. 
Mark our condition before conversion as con-
trasted with our position afterward: "At that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
f'rom the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world. But now, in 
Christ Jesus, ye who sometime were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ." Eph. 2 : 
12, 13. Thereby we are adopted into the fam-
ily of God. Rom. 8 : 14-17. 

In Jer. 11 : 16, Israel is called a green olive 
tree. Modern hostility to anything "Jewish" 
would convey the idea that all the branches 
were broken off, or rather that the entire tree 
was removed; but Paul gives us the idea that 
some of the branches were broken off, and the 
Gents by faith were grafted in among those 
that were left, being with them partakers of 
the "root and fatness of the olive tree," which 
remained unchanged. And thus they become 
Israelites indeed, and Jews inwardly, circum-
cised in heart and spirit. Rom. 2 : 28, 29. 

Having found who are Israel, and that they 
are one in all ages, we will notice briefly how 
they are to be recognized. If they are Abra-
ham's children, they will do the works of Abra-
ham (John 8 : 39); for Abraham was chosen 
because the Lord knew that he would command 
his children after him. Gen. 18 : 19. Abraham 
not only had faith, but his faith was accom-
panied by works; he obeyed God's voice, and 
kept his commandments. Gen. 26 : 5. And 
this is the distinguishing mark of his children 
down to the very end. The good Shepherd is 
known of his sheep, and they hear his voice. 
John 10 : 14, 16. It is the test of love to God 
and to the brethren. 1 John 5 : 1-3. It is the 
objective point against which great persecution 
will be directed. Rev. 12 :  17. And it will be 
said of those who pass unscathed through the 
indignation upon those who worship the beast 
and his image (Rev. 14), "Here are they that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith 
of jesus." 	 W. N. GLENN. 

Prophecy Fulfilled. 

THE present condition of Egypt strikingly ful-
fills the prophecies concerning her, and, what is 
remarkable, the ruin of this nation was brought 
about, as foretold, by internal dissensions: "I 
will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians; 
and they shall fight every one against his 
brother, . . . city against city, and kingdom 
against kingdom; . . . and I will . . . give 
[them] over into the hands of a cruel lord; and 
a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the 
Lord." " It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; 
neither shall it exalt itself any more above the 
nations; . . . and there shall be no more a 
prince of the land of Egypt." Isa. 19 : 2; Eze. 
29 : 15; 30 : 13. And more remarkable still is 
the fulfillment of the prophecy touching the 
reeds that once abounded along her water-
courses, the papyrus being now unknown in 
Egypt: "The reeds and flags shall wither . . . 
the paper-reeds by the brooks . . . shall wither 
. . . and be no more." Isa. 19 : 6, 7. 

Thus, in the literal fulfillment of these pre-
dictions, as well as in the harmony of biblical 
and Egyptian chronology and in the perfect 
agreement between the narratives of Scripture 
and the arts and productions, manners and 
social life, of this ancient people, we have beau-
tifully set forth the truth of the inspired record, 
so that they who half a century ago sneered 
at the Bible as a budget of fables, errors, and 
contradictions, now regard it as the infallible 
word and wisdom of God.—Bible Lands. 

Humble Dependence. 

GOD knows me better than I know myself. 
He knows my gifts and powers, my failings and 
weakness, what I can do and cannot do. So I 
desire to be led, to follow him. And I am quite 
sure that he has thus enabled me to do a great 
deal more in the ways which seem to me almost 
a waste in life in advancing his kingdom than 
I could have done in any other way. I am 
sure of that. Intellectually, I am weak; in 
scholarship, nothing; in a thousand things, a 
baby. He knows this, and so he led me, and 
greatly blessed me, who am nobody, to be of 
some use to my church and fellow-men. How 
kind, how good, how compassionate art thou, 0 
God! 0 my Father, keep me humble! Help 
me to have respect toward my fellow-men, to 
recognize these several gifts as f'rom thee. De-
liver me from the sins of malice, envy, or jot 
ousy, and give me hearty joy in my brother's 
good, in his gifts and talents; and may I he truly 
glad in his superiority to myself if God be glori-
fied. Root up all weak vanity, all devilish pride, 
all that is abhorrent to the mind of Christ. God 
hear my prayer! Grant me the wondrous joy of 
humility, which is seeing thee as all in all.—Dr. 
McLeod. 

THE Bible abounds in declarations that God 
answers prayer; as when the psalmist says: "0 
thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 
come;" and when Jesus says, "Ask and it shall 
be given unto you." This is, of course, subject 
to the natural and obvious limitation, that God 
will use his superior wisdom in deciding what to 
give and what to refuse, and also when and how 
to bestow his favors. Prayer does not set aside 
God's sovereignty, which is simply his love di-
rected by his wisdom. But then these general 
pledges are an assurance of real aid. They 
mean that in human experience prayer will be 
found to be an actual help; that it will not prove 
a mockery of human hope. Faith will accept 
these pledges at their full value, and will so rest 
upon them, as habitually to carryall wants to God 
in child-like petition, certain that he will do the 
very best for us that is possible, and taking the 
comfort of that fact. It will also have the spirit of 
expectation, and will watch for answers to its pe-
titions, relying on the fatherly character of God 
and his invitations to his children to make known 
their desires with the utmost freedom.—$el. 
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ght c*abbath-Ouml, 
LESSON FOR THE PACIFIC COAST-AUG. 16. 

1. In our last lesson, what scripture was quoted 
concerning a time of tribulation? 

2. What was this time of trouble to follow? 
3. Show that the time of trouble referred to does 

not mean the destruction of Jerusalem. 
4. Prove that the predicted tribulation was to 

come upon the people of God alone. 
5. Repeat the words of prophecy that foretell 

such a period of tribulation. Dan. 7 :25. 
6. What power is here referred to as "wearing 

out" the saints of God? 
7. How long were the saints and laws to be given 

into his hand ? 
8. To how many days is this equal ? Rev. 

12 :6, 14. 
9. In symbolic prophecy what does a day repre-

sent? Eze. 4 :5, 6. 
10. Then how many years of papal supremacy and 

persecution were predicted? 
11. From what date are they to be reckoned? 
12. Then when would they end? 
13. How was the papal power broken in 1798? 
14. What did Christ say would be done to those 

days for the elect's sake? Matt 24 :22. 
15. What must be meant by this? 
16. What great movement produced a sentiment 

against persecution for conscience' sake? 
17. What did the Lord say would immediately 

follow the tribulation of those days? Matt. 24 :29. 
18. How definitely is the beginning of these signs 

located? Mark 13 :24. 
19. When did the darkening of the sun and moon 

take place? 
20. When was the prophecy concerning the fall-

ing of the stars fulfilled? 
21. Is the shaking of the powers of the heavens  a 

sign of the coming of the Lord, or something that 
occurs in connection with it? 2 Pet. 3 :10. 

22. Are there to be any signs besides those in the 
heavens? Luke 21 : 25. 

23. When these signs begin to come to pass, what 
is near? Luke 21 :28. 

24. How can we tell when summer is approach-
ing? Luke 21 :29, 30. 

25. Do the signs here considered just as surely 
prove that Christ's coming is near? Verse 31; Matt. 
24 : 32, 33. 

26. Are we to admit of any doubt concerning it? 
27. If the Lord commands us to know, is it not a 

sin to remain ignorant? 

IN our last lesson we identified the time of trib-
ulation, of Matt. 24 : 21, 22, with the period of 
wearing out the saints of the Most High, men-
tioed in Dan. 7 : 25. The power that was 
then to "wear out the saints," is admitted by 
all commentators to be the papacy. The period 
of time during which they were to be given 
into its hand is stated as "a time and times, 
and the dividing of time." Without entering 
into any discussion as to the length of a "time," 
we can very easily determine how long this 
period of Dan. 7 : 25 was. In Rev. 12 : 14 we 
find the same period given as the length of 
time during which the "woman " (the Chris-
tian church) was nourished in the wilderness. 
In the sixth verse of the same chapter the 
same event is brought to view, and the time is 
said to be " a thousand two hundred and three-
score [1260] days." We may therefore read 
Dan. 7: 25 thus: "And he shall speak great 
words against the Most High, and shall wear 
out +the saints of the Most High, and think to 
change times and laws; and they shall be given 
into his hand until [or during] twelve hundred 
and sixty days." 

BUT twelve hundred and sixty days, only 
three years and a half, would be rather an in-
significant persecution; the time would be en-
tirely too short to accomplish the wearing out 
of the saints; and besides we know that the 
persecution of the church by the papacy lasted 
much longer than that. We remember, there-
fore, that the prophecy in which this predic-
tion occurs, is symbolic, and that the time 
brought to view is figurative. If we turn to  

Eze. 4 : 4-6, we shall find that in prophetic 
symbols a day represents a year. Substituting 
this, we are warranted in reading Dan. 7 : 25 
thus: And he shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change times and 
laws; and they shall be given into his hand for 
twelve hundred and sixty years. 

THIS period of papal rule began in 538 A. D., 
when, by the overthrow of the Ostrogoths, 
Justinian's - decree that the bishop of Rome 
should be head of all the churches, ♦vent into 
effect. Twelve hundred and sixty years from 
that date would bring us to A. D. 1798, for the 
close of papal supremacy; and just at that 
time it was that Pope Pius VI. was taken pris-
oner by the French, and the temporal domin-
ion of the papacy was desttoyed, never again 
to be restored to its former glory. That the 
years intervening between these two dates 
were filled with persecutions which literally 
"wore out" the people of God, is fully attested 
by history. The " tribulation " may doubtless 
be considered as beginning before 538 A. D., for 
under pagan rule the Christians suffered terri-
ble persecutions; but pagan persecutions did 
not begin to compare in fiendish malignity with 
those waged by the apostate Christian church 
against the true followers of Christ. 

" BUT for the elect's sake, those days shall be 
shortened." What dayi.3? Not the days of 
papal supremacy, for the time of its continuance 
had been definitely fixed years before. Our 
Lord must refer to the days of persecution by 
the papal power. Had that persecution been 
pushed to the close of the 1260 years with all 
the relentless rigor that characterized it in its 
height, none of the people of God (no flesh), as 
the Bible says, would have escaped. But in the 
providence of God the Reformation arose. God 
did not design that his truth and people should 
be utterly exterminated, so that he could have 
no witnesses upon earth. So he moved on the 
hearts of devout men like Luther, to preach 
the word, showing that men must be justified 
by faith, and not by penances, pilgrimages, or 
the payment of coin. Their preaching was ac-
companied with such power that thousands 
were constrained to believe the glad message 
of salvation through Christ alone; and when 
the rulers of various European States espoused 
the new light, and refused to yield abject obe-
dience to the commands of the pope of Rome, 
the persecution was gradually diminished, un-
til about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
it virtually ceased. So for the elect's sake the 
days were shortened. 

" IMMEDIATELY after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened," &c. As re-
corded by Mark (chap. 13 : 24) our Saviour was 
still more explicit in his prediction. After speak-
ing of the affliction above noted, he said: "But 
in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light." We must therefore look for the fulfill-
ment of these signs somewhere between the 
middle of the eighteenth century and the year 
1798. Do we find it? The dark day of May 
19, 1780, is one of the notable events of history. 
A brief description may be found in "Webster's 
Unabriged Dictionary," the list of "Noted 
Names," etc. The darkness extended over the 
entire day, after ten o'clock in the morning, and 
through the greater part of the night following. 
Although the moon was then full, not a ray of 
light was to be seen. Even in the day-time the 
darkness was so great that no work could be 
done out of doors, and persons who were out 
were actually unable to find their way home. 
Fowls went to roost in the forenoon, as though 
it were night. History contains no parallel to 
this wonderful event. 

MANY have sought to find an explanation for 
the darkness of May 19, 1780, thinking thereby  

to destroy it, value as a sign of the Lord's 
coming. None of these efforts have been suc-
cessful, and so good authority as that quoted 
above (Webster) says: " The true cause of this 
remarkable phenomenon is unknown." How-
ever, even if it were possible for any one to ex-
plain it on scientific grounds, that would not in 
the least invalidate the claim that it is a true 
sign of the Lord's coming. Mark the fact that 
Jesus did not say that a darkening of the sun 
should occur, which nobody could account for. 
What he did say was that at a certain time such 
an event should occur; its occurrence at the 
exact time specified establishes it beyond all 
controversy as a valid sign of the end. 

"AND the stars shall fall from heaven." This 
was fulfilled in the memorable meteoric shower 
of Nov. 13, 1833. It accurately fulfilled Rev. 
6 : 13, which likens the falling of the stars to the 
filling of unripe figs when the tree is shaken by 
a mighty wind. Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College, 
said:- 

"Those who were so fortunate as to witness 
the exhibition of shooting stars on the morning 
of Nov. 13, 1833, probably saw the greatest 
display of celestial fire-works that has ever been 
seen since the creation of the world, or, at least, 
within the annals covered by the pages of his-
tory." 

"WHEN these things begin to come to pass 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption drawcth nigh." Luke 21 : 28. That 
is, these signs show that the Lord's coming is 
near. Says one, " I don't believe in frightening 
people with talk about the Lord's coming." 
Well, the Lord didn't say anything about get-
ting frightened. He was speaking to his dis-
ciples (not simply to the chosen twelve, but to 
all who should believe on him through their 
word); and he tells them to rejoice. Why should 
they not? Their best friend is coming to re-
deem them, and to take them to himself. Does 
the prisoner tremble at the coming of the one 
who he knows will open his prison doors and 
let him walk at liberty? Does the bondman, 
toiling in weariness and pain, writhing under 
the lash of the taskmaster, become frightened 
at the thought that the time of his cruel bond-
age is nearly over, and that one is coming who 
will make him a free man? Then certainly the 
Christian will only rejoice at the thought that 
his Saviour is coming to end all his trials and 
temptations, and to give him an everlasting 
home in the mansions of light. The Lord saves 
those who love his appearing, and those who 
love his appearing will not shrink from it with 
alarm. 

How DO we know when summer is approach-
ing? By certain infallible signs. We see the 
buds begin to swell, the leaves begin to appear, 
and the tiny blades of grass shoot forth from 
the ground. When these things begin to take 
place, we know that summer is not far distant. 
No one could make us believe differently. "So 
likewise ye," says the Saviour, "when ye see 
these things come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand." Luke 21 : 31. 
This is a direct command. We are not to dis-
believe, nor to be in doubt, nor to guess that he 
is near, but to know. To disregard this com-
mand is certainly a sin, as well as to disobey 
any other injunction. If we study his words 
carefully, how can we help knowing? How 
near is it? "Even at the doors." The day and 
hour are not given, nor is it necessary that they 
should be. When we are informed that a friend 
is at our door, we do not require a message tell-
ing us whensto prepare to receive him. If we 
are not then ready, we know that we have 
no time to lose. No expression could more 
strongly convey the fact that Christ's coming 
is close upon us. 

AND how shall we prepare for that moment-
ous event? "Not every one that saith unto me, 
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Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in Heaven." Matt. 7 : 21. If we 
would enter iiito.Christ's kingdom, we must obey 
the laws of that kingdom. There will be none 
but loyal subjects there. Treason will not be 
found. Let us then, by the aid of Christ and 
his .Holy Spirit, have the law of God so written 
in our hearts that we may be found unto praise 
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. 	 E. s. W. 

NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 
AUGUST 17-2 SAM. 18 :24-33. 

" Is THE young man Absalom safe ?" Had 
David asked himself this question earlier, he 
might not have needed to ask it then of another. 
The young man Absalom had not been safe for 
years. He had not been safe when allowed to 
have his own way, and let his passions run riot 
in the pleasures of a court. He bad not been 
safe when his royal father failed to give him a 
father's care. He had not been safe when 
placed in the way of temptation, with no shield-
ing influences. It was too late then to ask, Is 
the young man Absalom safe.—Leeson Commen-
tary. 

ABSALOM'S sin and shame had two sides. 
There was in it the curse that David's sin 
brought on David's house (2 Sam. 12 : 10), the 
misdeed of the father that is visited on the child 
(Ex. 20 : 5), and not less, Absalom's own wick-
edness and recklessness, which made him the 
bearer of the family curse. David looks at Ab-
salom's deed not on the latter side, but on the 
former, for his own guilt seems to him so great 
that be looks little at Absalom's; hence his deep, 
boundless compassion for his misguided son.—
Kurtz. 

DAVID had not mourned after the death of his 
infant child, but had said, "Can I bring him 
back again ? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me." Chap. 12 : 23. Why, then, 
this mourning, for Absalom? Why so intense a 
sorrow for him ? (See chap. 19 : 4.) It was be-
cause David believed in the resurrection and in 
the Judgment to come. It was because his son 
Absalom had been cut off in the act of sin, the 
wages of which are the second death; and be-
cause by Absalom's death the door of repent-
ance and pardon was shut upon him.—Wordr-
worth. 

THE issue of the history, even as regards Da-
vid, shows how sin brings suffering. Though 
his enemies are scattered and his throne re-
stored, yet that deeply touching scene, where 
with keenest anxiety he waits for news of the 
battle, and with overwhelming grief laments 
his lost son, shows him still suffering the yet 
unfinished consequences of his great fall. How 
the bad example he had set his children, must 
have come home to him then. We sin, and our 
sin may be pardoned, but by sinning we have, 
perhaps, set in motion a chain of cause and ef-
fect which may work mischief years after. 
" Vouchsafe, 0 Lord, to keep us each day with-
out sin."—E. Stock. 

DAVID IS a very forcible example of the weak-
nesses that often accompany and thwart the 
purposes of a natural affection. Of David's 
love we can have no doubt. The cry, " 0, my 
son Absalom my son, my son, Absalom I would 
God I had died for thee ! " was a dirge that 
could only have been composed after the heart 
had broken. David did not maintain discipline 
in his family, and suffered sadly from the un-
checked passion and ambition of his children. 
. . . Justice is not fatal to love. The rod 
is sometimes as much an evidence of affection 
as a kiss. To hold a child by the firm grip of 
authority may be as profitable as to fold him 
to the breast. Obedience is the condition of  

soul that heeds instruction, and that love is in-
excusable that worships what it should condemn. 
—Rev. C. R. Barnes. 

THERE are many lessons to be learned from 
Absalom's sad end. It shows, as in a picture, 
the final ruin which is sure to befall all whose 
plans are for self and self alone. It shows that 
a father's anxiety over his son will not save him 
when he has neglected a father's duty in the 
past. It shows that our acts have an influence 
affecting others beyond ourselves; David's sor-
row was so deep because he saw in Absalom's 
death the result of his own sin. It shows that 
parental tenderness may make one blind even 
to kingly obligations. It shows that no gift or 
graces or endowments will supply the lack of 
character. Absalom's beauty and popularity 
could not save his name from everlasting dis-
grace.—Lesson Commentary. 

" HE is a good man, and cometh with good 
tidings." The messenger, Ahimaaz, was the 
son of Zadok the priest; David no doubt knew 
his character, and knew that his goodness would 
deter him from bearing evil tidings. And this 
is shown to have been his disposition, inasmuch 
as he conveyed to the king only the good news 
of victory, and withheld the intelligence of Ab-
salom's death. But the language above quoted 
serves to express two prominent ideas of the 
Christian world to-day. 1. One believes that 
his father,.or Rev. Mr. So-and-So, was a good 
man; he believed this or that doctrine, and 
therefore it must be correct. No further trouble 
is taken to investigate the matter; the teach-
ing comes from a good man, and that is suffi-
cient—if it is not according to Scripture, be 
would have known it. 2. We have the idea 
that one is a good man because he brings good 
tidings. He tells us the things we want to hear, 
therefore he is a good nian. He "prophesies 
smooth things," therefore the multitude is 
pleased with him. Should one point out our 
faults, or the errors in our creed, be is deemed 
dangerous, a dissensionist, one that " troubleth 
Israel." " The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord," Ps. 37 : 23; and the good man 
proclaims the truth, and will not object to hav-
ing his teaching tested by the word of the Lord. 
See Acts 12 : 11. 

GIFTS FOR THE 

THE wise may bring their learning, 
The rich may bring their wealth, 

And some may bring their greatness, 
And some bring strength and health. 

We too would bring our treasures 
To offer to the King; 

We have no wealth or learning; 
What shall we children bring? 

We'll bring him hearts that love him, 
We'll bring him thankful praise, 

And young souls meekly striving 
To walk in holy ways; 

And these shall be the treasures 
We offer to the King, 

And these are gifts that even 
The poorest child may bring. 

We'll bring the little duties 
We have to do each day; 

We'll try our best to please him 
At home, at school, at play; 

And better are these treasures 
To offer to our King, 

Than richest gifts without them; 
Yet these a child may bring. 	—Bel. 

AN old man said : " I always speak to the 
children. They speak to me. It keeps me 
young. It makes me happy. It gives me an 
interest in them." Good results are these, 
from a small effort, and suggestive. While our 
Sabbath-schools are not designed wholly for 
children, these form a very essential part of the 
school. Speak to them. Treat them as you do 
grown-up gentlemen and ladies. Make them 
happy. Have a genuine interest in them, and 
have the happiness of knowing that you are 
kept young thereby.—Ex. 

gonptranct. 
Why He Swore Off. 

"No, I won't drink with you to-day, boys," 
said a drummer to several companions, as they 
settled down in the smoking-car and passed the 
bottle. " The fact is, boys, I have quit drinking 
—I've sworn off." 

His words were greeted by shouts of laughter 
by the jolly crowd around him; they put the 
bottle under his nose and indulged in many 
jokes at his expense, but he refused to drink, 
and was rather serious about it. 

"What is the matter with you, old boy?" 
sang out one. "If you've sworn off drinking, 
something is up; tell us what it is?" 

"Well, boys, I will, although I know you'll 
laugh at me. But I'll tell you, all the same. I 
have been a drinking man all my life, ever since 
I was married; as you all know, I love whisky 
—it's as sweet in my mouth as sugar—and 
God only knows bow I'll quit it. For seven 
years not a day has passed over my head that 
I didn't have at least one drink. But I am 
done. Yesterday I was in Chicago. On South 
Clark Street a customer of mine keeps a pawn 
shop in connection with his other branches of 
business. Well, I called on him, and while 
was there a young man of not more than twenty-
five, wearing threadbare clothes, and looking as 
hard as if he hadn't seen a sober day for a 
month, came in with a little package in his hand. 
Tremblingly he unwrapped it, and handed the 
article to the pawnbroker, saying:— 

" Give me ten cents.' 
"And, boys, what do you suppose that it 

was? A pair of baby shoes, little things with 
the buttons only a trifle soiled, as if they had 
been worn only once or twice. • 

"'Where did you get these?' asked the pawn-
broker. 

"'Got 'em at home,' replied the man, who 
had an intelligent face and the manner of a 
gentleman, despite his sad condition. 'My—
my wife bought them for our baby. Give me 
ten cents for 'em—I want a drink.' 

"'You had better take the shoes back to your 
wife; the baby will need them,' said the pawn-
broker. 

"'No s-she won't, because—because she's 
dead. She's lying at home now—died last 
night.' 

"As he said this the poor fellow broke down, 
bowed his bead on the showcase, and cried like 
a child. Boys," said the drummer, "you can 
laugh if you pease, but I—I have a baby of 
my own at home, and 1 swear I'll never drink 
another drop." 

Then he got up and went into another car. 
His companions glanced at each other in si-
lence; no one laughed; the bottle disappeared, 
and soon each was sitting in a seat by himself 
reading a newspaper.—Chicago Herald. 

"STEVE HUNTER, while drunk, attacked his 
wife at Clinton, Ill., and inflicted wounds which 
will probably prove fatal." 

And nobody responsible; not even the mur-
derer, for the murder was committed while he was 
drunk, and certainly you would not hold a man 
responsible for what he does while drunk; and 
as for the saloon-keeper, he paid his money for 
the privilege of making the man insane, and to 
interfere with the right to sell liquor would be 
a violation of natural rights; so the selling and 
killing must go on.—Aeotin Spirit. 

WE do not "regulate" gambling; we prohibit 
it. 	We do not " regulate" piracy; we prohibit it. 
We do not "regulate" murder and theft and high-
way robbers; we prohibit them. Why en-
deavor to "regulate" rum, the cause, and pro-
hibit the result. We chop off the branches, but 
cultivate the root. Elome Guard. 
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What Is Death? 

DEATH is a "cessation of life." Webster says it 
is that state wherein there is "an entire cessation of 
the vital functions." Hence, life must precede 
death; there can be no cessation of the vital func-
tions where no vital functions have existed. It is 
not strictly correct to speak of a stone as " dead mat-
ter," for it never died; it never took on the condition 
of death; it never had life. Every one can see that 
there can be no death where there is no process or 
act of dying. 

Then the question arises, Can there be eternal or 
everlasting death without an everlasting act of dy-
ing? According to the philosophy of some people, 
there cannot. But we think there can. This is an 
objection which is often urged against those who 
believe that death is the penalty for sin. They say 
that a person cannot long suffer the pangs of death, 
and that his punishment is therefore of brief dura-
tion, as it must cease when his consciousness and 
sufferings cease. This may appear to them to be 
very good philosophy, but is scarcely good sense, and 
certainly not according to the teachings of the 
Scriptures. 

The apostle Paul speaks of "eternal judgment." 
But we cannot think that he means that the process 
of judgment must be going on eternally. That is 
not the truth. Eternal judgment is that of which 
the consequences are eternal; it is a judgment of 
eternal destinies. The act of judging any individ-
ual must necessarily cease at some time; the conse-
quences or the result of the act will never cease. 
And thus it is of eternal death. A person will 
never die unless he sometime reaches the point 
where he is dead; where the act of dying ceases. 
"The death that never dies," is a figment of a poet's 
fancy; at least, as the phrase is generally used. If 
by it were meant that the condition of death, into 
which the wicked will be brought as the penalty of 
their sins, will never cease, that from that death 
there will be no resurrection, then we would accept 
it as the truth of the Scriptures. 

The idea of punishing a dead man with death 
would be an absurdity; and if a court should sit on 
a dead man's case, and resolve to punish him, the 
decision would be a nullity, unless the man were re-
stored to life that he might be punished. All laws 
recognize the fact that a man must be conscious of 
the infliction of the penalty in order to his punish-
ment. What would be thought of the court which 
would fine a man one thousand dollars for an offense, 
and then order the officer to go and abstract that 
amount from the coffers of the criminal, but not to 
let him know it? Such an order would only excite 
the derision of all sensible people. 

With the infliction of death upon the ungodly, 
the Lord has threatened "tribulation and anguish;" 
Rom. 2:9. Or, as the Saviour says of "the children 
of the wicked one," "And shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth." Matt. 13 : 38, 42, 49, 50. See also 2 Pet. 
3 :7, and Rev. 20 :10-15. This tribulation and an-
guish is in the " furnace of fire," or "lake of fire 
and brimstone," which is the second death. Thou-
sands of wicked ones go to the grave, of whom the 
man of God says, "there are no bands in their 
death; but their strength is firm. They are not in 
trouble like other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men." Ps. 73 :4, 5. To say that such have  

received their punishment because they are dead is 
to make a farce of the most solemn threatenings of 
God's word. Many, very many, of them have died as 
the patriarch said of the wicked, "One dieth in his 
full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet;" and 
the threatenings of tribulation and anguish upon 
such will be fulfilled only when that other scripture 
is fulfilled: "Do ye not know their tokens, that the 
wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they 
shall be brought forth to the day of wrath." Job 
21 : 23, 29, 30. The Saviour said they shall " come 
forth . . . to the resurrection of damnation." John 
5 : 29; for "there shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and unjust." Acts 24: 15. They are 
willing to take awful risks who will quarrel with 
such plain statements of the word of God as these. 

Now it must be conceded that no one can be 
"brought forth to the day of wrath," and be visited 
with " tribulation and anguish," and not be con-
scious of it. There is no tribulation, no anguish, 
where there is no consciousness; and it is equally 
evident that the tribulation and anguish must 
cease when the penalty of death is fully inflicted; 
when all the vital functions have forever ceased. 
And then returns the self-same question, though 
not in the same words, yet to the same intent: If 
tribulation and anguish are necessarily connected 
with the infliction of punishment on the wicked, 
must not the tribulation and anguish endure as 
long as the punishment endures? We answer, No; 
the tribulation and anguish are inseparable from 
the process of dying; but the process of dying eventu-
ates in death; and when death has taken place, the 
process has ceased; anguish is past; consciousness is 
lost. But is the person still under the effects of the 
sentence ? Or, in other words, is he still under pun-
ishment? Yes; and will be to everlasting; he will 
be, as long as the death endures to which he was 
sentenced. 

It is easy to see that a person may be conscious of 
suffering under the sentence of an eternal judgment, 
without being eternally conscious of suffering. He 
may be conscious of suffering the pains of eternal 
death without being eternally conscious of the pains 
of death. And therefore he may be conscious of 
suffering the anguish of eternal punishment, with-
out being eternally conscious in that anguish. In-
deed, if that eternal punishment be eternal death, 
or everlasting destruction, it must be impossible 
that he should be eternally conscious, for, in that 
case, death could never take place—he would never 
be destroyed. 

Peter says that God knows how "to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished." 
2 Peter 2 :9. Some say that past generations of 
wicked have already been punished, as they are al-
ready dead; and the wages of sin is death. But if 
that be so, then the generations of the righteous 
have also been punished in like manner, for they are 
dead also. But we need not argue the case; the ar-
gument is all made out in the inspired word. Thus: 

1. Paul said, at Athens, that God has appointed a 
day in which he will judge the world. But if the 
wicked dead are already punished, there was no 
propriety in Paul placing the judgment of the world 
in the future; the longer part of it was then in the 
past. 

2. He said the Lord would judge the quick, the 
living, and the dead at his appearing and his king-
dom. According to that view this declaration could 
only be partly true, for the dead are already judged, 
and true wherein it is true only to a quite limited 
extent. 

3. Peter said that the heavens and earth which 
are now are reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men. This lan-
guage can have no force according to the view we call 
in question, for the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men has been in existence ever since the 
day of Cain's death. 

4. The book of Revelation says that "the time of 
the dead, that they should be judged," comes under 
the seventh trumpet, at the very close of the gospel 
dispensation. If that view be correct, this text 
cannot be true, for they have been already judged, 
and as to the wicked dead, they have been both 
judged and punished. 

We could greatly multiply such evidences, but 
there is no need. They who deny a few plain 
Scripture declarations will find no difficulty in de-
nying many. We believe that the lake of fire, the 
second death, awaits all the ungodly, and that "it 
shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment," than for those who reject 
the greater light of the present day. Matt.10 :15. 
Thus believing, "we persuade men." 

"There Is One Body." 

THESE are the words of Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesians. Christ is the head of the body, which is 
the church. As Christ is one, there is but one head, 
and of course there can be but one body. If there 
were more than one body, there would of necessity be 
more than one head. And yet, in spite of this truth, 
there are people, calling themselves by the various 
names of "Kingdom believers," "Age to Come be-
lievers," and "Christadelphians," who virtually 
deny this conclusion; who affirm that the Gentiles 
are not fellow-heirs with Israel, and of the same 
body, and partakers of the promises of God in Christ 
by the gospel. Eph. 3 : 6. These would build up 
the middle wall of partition that has been broken 
down, and insist that he only is  a Jew which is one 
outwardly, and that they are all Israel which are of 
Israel. Rom. 2 :28, 29; 9 :6, 7. 

Paul speaks to those who were "Gentiles in the 
flesh," that is, by birth, and says:— 

"That at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and stran-
gers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world." 

And some there are who have not yet learned that 
in the gospel the position of believers from the Gen-
tiles is so changed that they do not stand a separate 
body. The apostle continues:— 

" But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he 
is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; and that he might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby; and came and preached peace to 
you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
.unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers [from the covenants of promise] and for-
eigners, but fellow-citizens [of the commonwealth 
of Israel] with the saints, and of the household of 
God." Eph. 2 :12-19. 

It seems very much like obstinacy for any one or 
any class to still maintain, in the face of these declara-
tions, that the literal Israelites are heirs to "the cove-
nants of promise" to the exclusion of the Gentiles. 
Who are Abraham's seed? Not the unbelieving 
Israelites, but the faithful from every nation who be-
lieve in Christ. "For they are not all Israel which 
are of Israel." "He is not a Jew which is one out-
wardly." And if this be so, how can the promise 
be claimed for him which belongs to the Jew—to the 
Israel of God ? The Saviour speaks of those who 
say they are Jews, but are not; they are of the syna-
gogue of Satan. Rev. 3 :9. To this agree his words 
to the Jews while he was on earth. John 8 :39, 44. 
And Paul says again: "And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

'promise." Gal. 3 : 29. 
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IN opposition to the infidel assertion that only 
persons of small mental calibre believe in Christian-
ity, Rev. W. F. Crafts, in the Christian at TVork.  
gives a list of twenty of the principal mechanical 
inventions now in use, the most of which were pro-
duced by men who believed in the Christian religion. 
It is stated that the world is indebted to infidels for 
but very few of the useful inventions of the age. 

The Reason Why. 

FOR years people were content to keep the first 
day of the week as the Sabbath because they were 
taught from childhood that this was right. No one 
felt called upon to give a special reason for doing 
that which no one questioned. We say that no one 
questioned the correctness of their action, not be-
cause there were none who condemned first-day ob-
servance both by word and act, but because those 
who kept the seventh day were so few  in number 
as to be practically unknown. And so people kept 
Sunday because their parents did, and were content. 
Whenever the good people wished to reason with a 
worldling who would persist in finding his own pleas-
ure on the first day of the week, they would quote, 
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy," tak-
ing it as a matter of course that "Sabbath" meant 
Sunday, and that the fourth commandment was got-
ten up for the express purpose of protecting the first 
day from worldly toil and pleasure. 

But the time came when their quiet was disturbed. 
Those who read the commandment far enough to 
find out that "the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord," and had the courage to obey the command-
ment as it reads, preached the "new" doctrine with 
such vigor as to attract general attention. To the 
surprise of all the people who were quietly following 
custom, and to the disgust of many of them, it was 
found that the seventh day really is the Sabbath of 
the Bible, that it was that day that received the di-
vine blessing and sanctification in the beginning, 
and that unfortunately the Bible writers had omitted 
to say anything about a change of the day of weekly 
rest. Some persons very sensibly concluded that if 
the Lord had wanted men to observe the first day 
of the week instead of the seventh he would have 
said something about it, and immediately adopted 
God's original plan. They reasoned that God was 
abundantly able to make known his will, that he 
had done so very clearly in times past, even concern-
ing matters of seemingly little importance, and that 
when he had not spoken it was very presumptuous 
in man to speak for him. See Eze. 13 :7. 

Others, however, acted on the principle that Sun-
day-keeping  must be right because, (1) It has been 
kept by nearly all the world for many centuries; (2) 
The leaders of the church do not accept the seventh-
day Sabbath (see  John 7 : 47, 48), and they certainly 
ought to know what is right; (3) It would be very 
inconvenient to make a change; and therefore (4) 
They were determined not to change. Having come 
to this conclusion, they felt that it was incumbent 
on them to give some reason for their course of ac-
tion, especially since they were very strongly urged 
to do so by those who kept the Sabbath " according 
to the commandment." Accordingly they promptly 
gave, substantially, the following " reasons:"- 

1. "The Sabbath was changed from the seventh 
to the first day of the week, because Christ rose from 
the dead on that day." 

2. " The first day of the week is the one that was 
originally sanctified. The Jews were too wicked to 
be allowed to keep it, so the Lord let them keep 
Saturday for a while; but there has really been no 
change at all in the Sabbath day." 

3. " We keep Sunday because the world is round, 
and it is impossible to keep any one day." 

4. "The seventh day is indeed the Sabbath, and 
all men ought to keep it, for it is plainly commanded; 
but we can't tell which day of the week is the 
seventh, and therefore we keep the first." 

5. "The seventh day was the Sabbath from the 
beginning, but the Jews lost their reckoning while 
in Egypt, and since that time nobody has had the 
correct reckoning of the time." 

8. " The Jews lost the correct reckoning during 
the Babylonian captivity, and consequently no one 
can tell whether or not the day that they now keep 
is the true seventh day." 

7. "Christ kept the seventh-day Sabbath, and so 
did his disciples, "according to the commandment;" 
but during the dark ages of papal supremacy much 
time was lost; indeed, no reckoning whatever was 
kept for a long time, and so it is absolutely impossi-
ble to tell whether our Saturday is the seventh or the 
fourth day of the week, or even to tell in what year 
of the Christian era we are now living." 

8. "We keep the first day of the week because, 
after the resurrection of Christ, the apostles kept it, 
and from their time to the present we have an un-
interrupted record of Sunday observance." 

9. "The commandment enjoins the observance of 
only a seventh part of time; there is nowhere in the 
Bible a command to keep a definite day, so we 
keep Sunday." 

10. " The ten commandments are now abolished, 
and the New Testament is the Christian's only guide; 
but it is not a book of laws, and we don't find in 
it any express command for Sabbath observance, 
and we therefore observe the first day of the week." 

These are only a few of the many " reasons"'given 
for keeping Sunday rather than the seventh day. 
As will be readily surmised, they were not developed 
in council, but were "sought out" by different indi-
viduals as occasion required. We but state the sim-
ple truth, however, when we say we have heard 
every one of the above "reasons" given in a single 
discourse, and that by a minister who was held in 
high repute as a man of learning. Whenever the 
above-mentioned "reasons" seemed unsatisfactory, 
others were given that were equally conclusive! 

In spite of all this, people would wonder why the 
Bible contains no command for Sunday observance. 
They "knew" Sunday-keeping was right, but felt 
hurt that the Lord had not vouchsafed them one word 
of encouragement. If only one text could be found, 
what a relief it would be. Such ones may set their 
minds at rest. The Rev. J. M. Bailey, D. D., has 
found out just the reason why the Bible is silent on 
the subject of first-day observance; and he has given 
his discovery to the world through the columns of 
the Morning Star, a Free-Will Baptist journal pub-
lished in Dover, N. H. He says:— 

"It appears that the day of con vocation was changed 
from the seventh to the first on the very day of the 
resurrection of Christ. What he said  to the disci- 

We repeat what we have often said, that all the 
special promises to the literal descendants of Jacob, 
were to them as a nation,  and were under a cove- 
nant made with them at Horeb, called the first or 
old covenant. But that covenant is all done away. 
Now if Israel, as a nation, can claim any promise 
under that covenant, two points must be taken for 
granted:- 

1. An injustice was done to them in abolishing a 
covenant under which they had claims; or, if it were 
all of grace, it was a frustration of grace to many 
generations, to take from them a covenant under 
which they had claims on certain unfulfilled prom-
ises. 

2. As all these special or national blessings be-
longed to the old covenant, and can have no place 
under the new, if they are yet to be fulfilled, the old 
covenant must be restored. That is to say, the mid- 
dle wall of partition which was broken down by the 
gospel, must be built up again. And this can only 
be done by the abrogation of the new covenant, for 
both covenants cannot be in force at the same time. 

And what is the position of those who are aiming 
to do such a work as this? Paul said: "If I build 
again the things which I destroyed, I make myself 
a transgressor." Gal. 2 : 18. And they who would 
restore the old covenant, and claim national bless-
ings to those who are not of faith, and therefore are 
not truly Abraham's seed, make themselves trans-
gressors against the gospel. They are enemies to the 
cross of Christ, by which Jews and Gentiles are 
made one body, and alike partakers of the promises. 

Paul also says to the Romans that the natural 
branches (literal Israel) were broken off by reason of 
their unbelief, but they may be restored by faith. 
Hence the restoration is an individual work, and is 
accomplished in precisely the same manner,  and by 
the same means, that the Gentiles are grafted in. 
In a state of unbelief they are not Abraham's seed; 
they are not heirs to the promises; they have become 
aliens and foreigners. God has not cast them away 
so that they cannot be recovered; but the work of 
recovery is in the same manner in which the Gen t i I r•Q 
are made children of Abraham. He who dent., this, 
denies the gospel of Christ. 

When we presented these facts at the North Pa-
cific camp-meeting, a "Judaizing" preacher said to 
his friends that we had not touched the point. He 
used a harsher expression than we care to re-produce,  
especially as it reflected directly upon the truths 
which we read from the Bible. But he rested prin-
cipally upon the declaration that God had promised 
to favor Israel for hissiame's sake, and for their fath-
er's sake. Granted; and what then ? Suppose we 
take the words of Christ and of Paul and prove that 
the believing Gentiles are the children of Abraham, 
and heirs of the promise; and in like manner prove 
that the unbelieving literal or fleshly descendants of 
Abraham have forfeited the promises, and have be-
come the synagogue of Satan, and are not the chil-
dren of Abraham, or children of the promise, the 
objector gains nothing by his confident declaration. 
We fully believe that every promise of God will be 
fulfilled; but we take the Scriptures to prove to  whom 
they will be fulfilled. We do not believe that any 
promise of God will ever be fulfilled to any who for-
feit them by unfaithfulness. Who can gainsay this, 
Christ said the kingdom of God was taken from 
fleshly Israel because of their unbelief, Matt. 21:43; 
and James tells us who are heirs of it. Jas. 2 :5. 
And to this agree all the Scriptures. 

plea about it to convince them, we have no means 
of knowing. [Italics ours.' He met some of them 
several times that day, and then appeared in their 
assembly where they met with closed doors for fear 
of the Jews, and sanctioned their meeting by breath-
ing on them the Holy Spirit, and sending them forth 
as the Father had sent him. Probably  for fear of 
the .Jews, what he said against Judaism, or in favor 
of the Christian Sabbath, was not published." 

Do not smile, dear reader. This was written in 
sober earnest, by a learned D. D., for the express 
purpose of combating the errors of seventh-day 
keepers. We do not know how he regards his work, 
but it is our opinion that he leaves nothing more to 
be said. Before closing we wish to ask, Who was it 
that was so fearful ? Was it Christ, who denounced 
the Jews to their face, calling them hypocrites ? 
Of course he did not fear personal violence to himself. 
Was it Peter who feared to tell what Christ had said 
against the Sabbath and in favor of Sunday ?—he who 
faced the Jewish Sanhedrim, and, charging that body • 
with the murder of Jesus, boldly declared that "we 
ought to obey God rather than men." Paul was not 
present on that night, but he was "not a whit behind 
the very chiefest apostles" (2 Cor. 11 :5), being taught 
by the Lord Jesus himself. Gal. 1 :11, 12. No one 
can accuse him of fearing to preach the word, and 
he himself declared that  be  had not shunned to de-
clare "all the counsel of God." Acts 20:26, 27; but 
he has left nothing on record concerning Sunday-
keeping. 

We need not pursue the subject further. We will 
simply say that we too believe that fear operated to 
a certain extent to prevent the disciples from preach-
ing thit the Sabbath was changed. Not the fear of 
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the Jews, but fear of disobeying Christ's instruction 
in Matt. 28 :19, 20; fear of being found false wit-
nesses of God, and bringing upon themselves the 
curse recorded in Gal. 1 : 8, 9. 	 E. J. W. 

Healdsburg 

AT the meeting of the Pacific Coast Council in 
East Portland, June 30, 1884, the recommendation 
that our Conferences encourage as many as possible 
to go to Healdsburg College, "to fit themselves for 
work, not only as preachers, but as canvassers, col-
porters, and teachers," being under consideration, 
Prof. Brownsberger made the following remarks:— 

We all agree that much depends upon education. 
And much of our education is received outside of 
the school-room, in association with others. Few 
operate on correct principles. It is most important 
that right principles be inculcated in childhood, yet 
this duty is mostly neglected. The first object of 
the Healdsburg school is to give education to young 
men and young women to fit them for work in the 
cause of God. This is the object of all the schools 
established by the Seventh-day Adventists. The 
school at Battle Creek, for a time, declined to the 
giving only of a usual college course in Greek, Latin, 
etc., with a view to fitting the pupils for professions 
in secular things. As " the whole duty of man" con-
sists in obeying God, and to glorify God is the chief 
end of man, we hold that our first object as educators 
should be to make men and women practical workers 
in the cause of God. This is the chief object of the 
Healdsburg College. 

The character of the instruction in the Scriptures, 
in this school, is more that of a drill than of lectures. 
Drill on the Bible, and in practical work in the va-
rious branches of the cause of God. This is instruc-
tion in practical godliness. 

The daily recitation is from forty-five minutes to 
an hour. Questions on the topic of the hour are 
written on the blackboard beforehand, that the stu-
dents may study them before they refer to the Bible 
references, which gives them time and opportunity 
to investigate, and think and reason for themselves. 
Then they are instructed in the Scriptures which 
give a solution of the subject under consideration, 
It is not a process of pouring in, but of leading out, 
by genuine educational principles. Reviews are fre-
quent. Unless it is so, the lessons will soon fade 
from the mind; the ideas become dim. Review, re-
view, review, makes thoroughness. Thieis just what 
they need when they go into the world and into the 
work; and then they can give Bible, in an intelligent 
manner, for whatever they believe or teach. We 
want familiarity with the Bible; and by such a proc-
ess—such a drill—the students cannot help becom-
ing familiar with the Bible. 

In connection with Bible study there are many 
other things taught, so that every person who goes 
out to work may make himself useful in many ways. 
Some think that just one thing is all that is neces-
sary. But we want to be able to do many things. 
In the school we have a missionary class daily dur-
ing part of the year. Actual missionary work is 
done; letters are written, and everything is done to 
instruct in real work. By daily examinations, inter-
change and corrections of letters written, the rough 
edges are smoothed down and polished in the corres-
pondence, and also in their association with others. 

Also the general principles of book-keeping are 
taught, and especially the methods of keeping mis-
sionary books and accounts. 

Instruction in the Sabbath-school work is not the 
least important. There is a great lack of good su-
perintendents and teachers. There is a work to 
be done in the Sabbath-echool that cannot be done 
in any other place. In Healdsburg we aim to have 
a model Sabbath-school, and to work as many as pos-
sible into becoming practical, efficient teachers. 
The teachers' meetings are made the most interest- 

ing part of our Sabbath-school. We intend to make 
it the very best school for building up the Sabbath-
school work, as well as as the other branches of the 
cause. 

Besides these different lines of instruction, we have 
classes specially for those who need to be educated 
in the common branches. We could not put these 
into our general classes and reasonably expect to se-
cure immediate results. Some use poor language, 
and must be taught that especially for a while. Oth-
ers spell poorly. And, oh, so many are poor readers! 
When reading the Bible or a hymn, they obscure 
the real spirit or point of it, rather than make it 
clear, and forcible, and impressive to those who hear. 
All these points are made the subjects of special 
drill. 

The exercises of the Students' Home (North Col-
lege Hall), are intended to make the students both 
diligent and useful. All things there combine to 
elevate, refine, and fit them to have a refining influ-
ence upon others, and to strengthen them in charac-
ter. As we go on, and the school increases, all these 
things will develop more and more, and we shall be 
better prepared to do good work for the cause in which 
we are engaged. We have the very best facilities 
and the very best instruction to fit your young men 
and young women for usefulness in the world, and 
in the cause of God. 

NOTE.— The above is only a synopsis of the Pro-
fessor's remarks, as they were not reported in full, 
They were well received, and increased the interest 
in the school. These northern Conferences are com-
ing to realize that Healdsburg College is not merely 
a "California school," but is established for the ben-
efit of the coast States and Territories. 

Sunday Lord's Day, Papal. 

1. THE whole theological world are assiduously 
taught that the first day of the week has been 
called the Lord's day, and unanimously observed as 
the Sabbath by Christians ever since the days of 
Christ. This claim is not sustained by either the 
Bible or history. 

Rev. 1 :10 is the only scripture that is brought 
forward to prove that the term "Lord's day" had 
become the familiar title of the first day of the 
week in the days of the apostles. There are a 
number of objections to such an application of this 
scripture:— 

First. John does not say that it was the first day 
of the week which he here calls the Lord's day, nor 
does he make the least statement from which such a 
conclusion can be inferred. That point has to be 
wholly assumed. 

Secondly. As we look back of the time of John's 
vision on Patmos. into the history of Sunday with 
Christ and the apostles, we find no intimation that 
they regarded it as the Lord's day; for Christ never 
took the day into his lips, and the apostles speak of 
it only eight times, and uniformly call it the first 
day of the week. 

Thirdly. John wrote his gospel two years after 
his Revelation (see Thoughts on Revelation, p. 28); 
and in his gospel he twice speaks of the first day of 
the week, and calls it, not Lord's day, as he would 
have done if it had come to be the general name 
for that day when his Revelation was given, but 
simply " first day of the week." 

Fourthly. The seventh day of the week is in the 
most express manner called God's holy day. It is 
the one day of the seven which he has reserved to 
himself. And the Son of man, through whom the 
worlds were made, John 1 :3; Heb. 1 :2, and who 
was consequently associated with his Father in the 
institution of the Sabbath at the beginning, ex-
pressly styles himself the Lord of the Sabbath-day. 
Mark 2 : 28. Therefore we say that the Lord's day 
of Rev. 1 : 10, is the seventh day of the week, not 
the first. 

No ecclesiastical writer previous to A. D. 194 gives 
the title of Lord's day to the first day of the week. 
The so-called epistle of Barnabas is spurious. The 
letter of Pliny to Trajan speaks of a stated day, 
but does not specify which day of the week it was. 
The epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians is itself 
a forgery; and the passage which is made to speak 
of Sunday as the Lord's day has been interpolated 
into that forgery. Justin Martyr, A. D. 140, does 
not use the term Lord's day, as is so often asserted. 
Clement of Alexandria, A. D. 194, uses the term am-
biguously, perhaps referring to the first day of the 
week. Victor, bishop of Rome, A. D. 196, attempted 
to honor the day by an effort to have Easter uni-
formly celebrated on that day. Tertullian, A. D. 
200, furnishes the first evidence of abstinence from 
labor on that day. In A. D. 321, Constantine made 
a law in behalf of the "venerable day of the sun," 
which was the first Sunday law. But this was a 
pagan edict, Constantine not yet having become 
even nominally Christian. At his so-called conver-
sion, two years later, in A. D. 323, this law for Sun-
day as a heathen festival, being unrepealed, was 
made use of by Sylvester, bishop of Rome, now 
reckoned in the line of popes, to enforce Sunday ob-
servance as a Christian institution. 

These are the indubitable facts of history, authen-
ticated by a reference to the original authorities in 
the "History of the Sabbath," by J. N. Andrews, to 
which the reader is particularly referred. 

2. An objection. The papacy was not fully estab-
lished till A. D. 538, more than two hundred years 
after Constantine's law. How, then, can Sunday be 
called an .institution of popery, and the change be 
attributed to the little horn, according to the proph-
ecy of Daniel, which is a symbol of the papal power? 

Let it be remembered that Sunday, as a subject of 
prophecy, is Sunday as a Christian institution. The 
question, then, is, What power or influence estab-
lished this observance in the Christian church ? 
Not Constantine; for his legislation referred to it as 
a heathen festival, although he furnished a means 
which was shrewdly manipulated by pope Sylvester 
in enforcing it among Christians: But it was 
brought in by the working of that influence which 
finally resulted in the establishment of the papacy. 
The papacy existed in embryo long before Constan-
tine's time. The mystery of iniquity worked even 
in Paul's day, 2 Thess. 2 : 7, waiting only the re-
moval of the restraining influence of paganism, to 
reveal, in its full strength, the papacy before the 
world. The root of this monstrous system of evil 
runs back far into the centuries before its open de-
velopment, like the tree which sends its tap-root far 
down into the earth beyond the sight of the ob-
server. Through that root the Sunday has found 
its way into the professed church of Christ; and on 
that tree it appears as one of the most characteristic 
fruits. As an institution, Sunday is both pagan 
and papal; as a rival of the Sabbath of the Lord, it 
is wholly papal. 	 u. a. 

THE following item from the Lever is worthy of 
note: "The Catholics have set on foot a project 
which is, perhaps, the most important of any they 
have yet undertaken in regard to school matters in 
this country. It is to establish boards of education 
in all large cities, that shall have charge of all the 
Catholic schools, and thus systematize and make 
more effective the work of Catholic education. The 
first has just been instituted at Milwaukee, and the 
work is under the immediate authority and canon-
ical blessing of the pope. This action is most sig-
nificant and important, and will virtually consolidate 
the Catholic school system of America under the 
management and direction of Rome." 

THE Waldensian Mission in Italy reported about 
500 converts last year, chiefly from the Roman 
Church. 
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No State quarter y meeting was held at the 
close of this quarter, as the missionary officers 
and workers are so scattered it would be im-
possible for th ein. to attend: 

This report is more complete than that of any 
previous quarter, in that the societies through-
out the State are more generally represented, 
and in the increased amount of work done. 
In the folloviing respects the excess over the 
last report. is most marked: No. of members, 52; 
reports returned, 44; visits made, 559; letters 
written, 1,203: and pages distributed, 16,531. 
The faithfulness in reporting shows an increas-
ing interest in the work. 

The sum of $965.15 was paid in to the State 
society during the quarter. Some of the dis-
tricts are still quite deeply in debt. This is due, 
in some instances, to the large amount of pub-
lications on hand, and in others to the recent 
renewal of subscription for SIGNS club. We 
trust the librarians appreciate the advantage of 
a healthy financial condition, and will spare no 
effort to relieve the debt of their respective 
societies. 

May God grant that each succeeding quarter 
find us far in advance of the preceding one, 
striving with untiring zeal to promote the in-
terests of the truth and upbuild the cause of 
Christ. 	 ANNA L. 1 NOELS. 

Etna Mills, Siskiyou Co., Cal. 

WE  commenced meetings in the Congrega-
tional church, at this place, May 28, and have 
held thirty-one meetings. Thirteen have com-
menced to keep the commandments of God, and 
others are in the valley of decision. We are 
now holding meetings at Oro Fino, a little min-
ing town about eight miles from here. The in-
terest there is good and the school-house is filled 
to more than its seating capacity every night. 

Pray for the work in this county. 
F. T. LAMB. 

July 18, 1884. 	 L. H. CHURCH. 

"THERE  is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; 
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty." Prov. 11 : 24. 

SINCE our excellent camp-meeting we have 
held meetings at Salem and Scio, Oregon. In 
each of these places we have made it a point to 
visit all the Sabbath-keepers, thus laboring 
"from house to house" as well as holding meet-
ings in public. At Salem we sought to learn 
the exact standing of every member, that we 
might the more understandingly labor for them, 
and also that we might fill out the blank of 
standing which has lately been introduced in 
other Conferences. This will enable those who 
may follow us in the work to see at a glance 
the situation of the church and the condition of 
each member, and thus they may take hold to 
labor where their predecessors left off. 

Though there had been some confusion oc-
casioned, for a time, by one going out from us, 
we were glad to find that his boast that he 
should take many of the church with him, bad 
thus far proved a failure, so far as the resident 
enrolled members in Salem are concerned. We 
are much encouraged with the prospect in Sa-
lem. If the members of the church are faith-
ful to their vows, and active in the work, we ex-
pect yet to see a strong company here, where 
so many trials and conflicts have been passed 
through. 

At Scio there is still some confusion resulting 
from the same cause mentioned at Salem. We 
were glad to meet the brethren at their houses 
and in meetings, and to have the privilege of cor-
recting some wrong impressions they had re-
ceived. We were sorry to learn that as the re-
sult of the opposition to the leaders in the cause, 
some persons were letting go of the Sabbath. 
This is not anew thing, however. Shake man's 
faith in those who are giving the message and 
the result is, with many minds, they lose faith 
in the message itself. It was decided to revive 
their Sabbath-school and Sabbath meetings, 
which have been omitted for some time. May 
the Lord bless the work at Scio. 

The cloud of discouragement that has hung 
over the cause in this Conference seems to be 
lifting. The prospects are daily brightening. 
We hope, with God's blessing, to see the work 
advancing more rapidly then ever before. 
There is before us, in this Conference, a grand 
opportunity for doing good. May wisdom be 
granted to rightly occupy the field. 

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, 
C. L.  BOYD. 

From Washington, D. C. 

A WORKER who uses a package of SIGNS in 
Washington City writes:— 

" The paper is read by Catholics as well as 
Protestants, and it is spoken well of by all. On 
one occasion the package was broken in the 
post-office through the carelessness of the clerks, 
and then thrown into the waste basket. A mail 
distributor, a member of the Episcopal Church, 
came in possession of part of one, and became 
much interested in reading it, and taking it 
home remarked that the clerks ought to have 
more respect for such valuable papers than to 
leave them for destruction. 

"Washington is noted for the great amount 
of its trivial reading; but I have noticed that 
in handing out the SIGNS, they lay aside their 
story and daily papers and read it with pleasure, 
taking a deep interest in its contents. 

" This paper should be judiciously circulated 
for the good of the people. It may be lent and 
taken up and given to others, and thus each 
number do a great amount of good. In this way 
I have found many becoming interested and 
soon embracing the truth. 

"Let us work while the day is ours, for the. 
time will soon come when we can no longer 
work. It is a great work in which we are en-
gaged, and the people must be warned. We 
must be faithful if we would secure a right to 
the tree of life, and ever be with the Lord." 

Dupon, Indiana. 

THE interest in this place is good. We came 
here entire strangers four weeks ago, but have 
many warm friends flow. Ten or more com-
menced keeping the Sabbath this week. This 
is a now field, and we had much unreasonable 
prejudice to overcome, but by humble devotion 
to God, and energetic work, we have succeeded 
in getting a good start in the work here. Oar 
congregations are not large, but they are quite 
regular in attendance, and attentive. Although 
it is in the midst of harvest, there are from 
fifty to ono hundred present each evening 
through the week. 

We received the twenty copies of the SIGNS 
yesterday at noon. Have taken nineteen short-
term subscriptions in less than one day's work. 

WM. COVERT, 
July 1, 1884. 	 M. G.  HUFFMAN. 

Braw.res, France. 

I  GAME to this place eleven days since to help 
a man who was struggling toward the light. I 
was among entire strangers, having no one with 
whom I could stay over night. I had to hire a 
room at a hotel, and, as a matter of economy, 
took most of my meals in visiting and doing 
missionary work from house to house. I soon 
began holding meetings in a private house; but 
finding no house large enough to contain the 
people, I took my stand in the open air, speak-
ing to large audiences, composed mostly of 
Roman Catholics. 

1 have gotten up quite an interest; at least 
four persons have decided to obey. The mouths 
of some who said at first, " Why do you not go 
to Catholics?" are closed; and instead of my 
stopping here only about one week, as I had at 
first designed, in view of important work await-
ing me at other points in France and Italy, I 
shall have to remain at least one month. 

Among the subjects I spoke upon last Sun-
day. was the Sabbath question. The interest 
was intense, and at the close of my remarks, I 
had to go three times to my depository to get a 
supply of small tracts and papers to band out, 
more than a hundred persons reaching out  after 
printed matter on the subject. 

Cholera at different points in France is arous-
ing the fears of many. The Italian Govern-
ment has forbidden French passengers coming 
into Italy by sea via Marseilles, the route I was 
going to take. So I shall hold on a while, or go 
by land. 

My post-office address is still, Pasquart 79m, 
Bienne, Suisse. 	 D. T. BOURDEAU. 

Brauges, Saone-et-Loire, France, July 7. 

From England. 

I SEE no reason why the coming year should 
not witness a great advancement for the cause 
of God in the Old World. Our new paper, the 
Present Truth, is very much appreciated by the 
people here, and will, by the blessing of God, 
accomplish much good. It is wonderful to see 
the activity of the prince of darkness in get-
ting fresh ideas to deceive the people, and it is 
astonishing to see how readily his deceptions 
are accepted. We are all much cheered as we 
read, from week to week. of the progress of 
the work in America. I tell you it pays to 
work for Jesus in trying to spread his precious 
message. Many of oar works sold here have 
been taken to Egypt, East Indies, and other 
parts of the world, and there distributed. I 
have just sent a good supply of tracts and pa-
pers to Calcutta and also to Denmark. 1 can 
truly say, I thank God for the Third Angel's 
Message. My address is 32 Grange Road, Bir-
kenhead, Cheshire, England. 

GEO. R. Dasw. 

"HE that winnoth souls is wise." 
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"The Flower Mission," of which she was presi-
dent. A pleasant correspondence with the 
cheery, warm-hearted foreigner brightened the 
intervening months. The time for the concert 
approached; and now mystical, unseen hands 
seemed to be weaving threads of sympathy all 
over the city. Everybody was interested to 
make the evening a success, that the "Mission" 
might be benefited, and the brave Christian 
worker made happy on her bed of pain. The 
governor of the State responded to the invita-
tion to be present. The mayor and the board 
of trade, the churches, the citizens, all came 
forward to do their part. A committee waited 
upon the invalid with a request to place a tel-
ephone in her room that she too might enjoy 
the music in the hall nearly a mile distant. 
This touched her almost to tears. She replied: 

" Thank you, gentlemen; I may not be able, 
through nervous anxiety, to listen to the good 
artist's violin; but your thoughtful kindness is 
more grateful than the music to my ear." She 
did hear and enjoy it all, however, and the pro-
ceeds from that evening's entertainment were 
placed in the thin, transparent hands, to be dis-
tributed among the poor and the sick, bringing 
comfbrt, warmth, light, and health to many a 
household during the dreary winter months. 

This is a true story of suffering and triumph. 
Whence this patience and cheerful activity? 
For answer we must go back to the morning 
without clouds, when the suffering Christian 
hearkened to a voice which said: "Cast thy 
burden on the Lord. He will sustain thee."—
N. Y. Observer. 

SOME years ago a lovely young girl was sud-
denly stricken with disease. A long illness and 
the development of spinal trouble made her a 
helpless invalid. Pain, often excruciating and 
almost more than she could bear, depressed her 
sorely until she could not enjoy even the inter-
vals of temporary relief. 

The days had no pleasure in them, and the 
nights were filled with the phantoms of a weary 
brain that dwelt unceasingly upon her miserable 
condition. She sought solace in self-pity, until 
a morbid imagination made the picture all dark, 
or aglow only with the lurid flames of persecu-
tion. She thought of herself as a martyr, al-
ways suffering and always dreading inquisito-
rial dealing. God did nothing for her I His 
ears were not attentive to her prayer, and she 
could only cry aloud: "How long, 0 Lord, how 
long !" Thus her life seemed slowly ebbing 
away. 

One morning she awoke very early. The 
fading stars were giving place to the glorious 
sun; " rosy light sprinkled the dewy lawn," and 
all nature revived in beautiful array. Birds 
sang blithely, not with the sleepy twitter of 
twilight, but with a full gush of pent-up melody 
they arose to greet the world. Green trees and 
shrubs waved gently in the morning breeze, 
while the sun rose higher and higher, until the 
triune rays of color and heat blended into one 
glorious white ray, that rested upon the world 
like a benediction. 

Jennie had seen all this many times before, 
but that day she awoke to a special conscious. 
ness of these pleasant surroundings—her eyes 
were illumined from within. Not able to rise 
even to a sitting posture, something seemed to 
be quickening her heart, her brain, her soul. 
What did it mean? instead of fretful and im-
patient waiting and longing, while words of re-
pining were ready to spring to her lips, as a 
morning greeting to the household, she lay con-
tented, a song of rejoicing and melody in her 
heart, with the constantly recurring refrain, 
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?" 

Heretofore the only question had been, "How 
long must I suffer and be useless?" Now she 

realized that, although she could not be of those 
who assist in drawing water from the "Pool of 
Siloam," or engage in lighting the great " can-
delabra" in the court of the tabernacle, she 
might in great measure be refreshed from the 
Living Fountain, and stand in the full blaze of 
the Light of the world. 

That lovely morning the " Sun of Righteous-
ness had risen with healing in his wings." Not 
physical healing. No, no, her helpless body 
was not stronger, nor more comfortable than 
yesterday; but some impulse had set her little 
bark afloat on calm, restful waters, and she was 
enabled to forget self, and pain, and regret, 
while she watched and waited to cheer with a 
smile or help with an oar some fellow-voyager. 
When her sister came to the bedside, she was 
surprised with a cheerful smile end pleasant 
greeting. " Fanny," she said, " I wonder if I 
may not yet be able to work a little—to do 
something for others?" 

" Work; why, Jennie, nobody expects you to 
work. What could yon do?" 

" I don't know yet; but at least I am deter-
mined to be more patient, and that will help a 
little to make others happy." 

" Yes, indeed," Fanny tenderly replied. 
"That will help all of us, and after a while we 
will talk about your work, and see what may 
be done." 

Jennie was deeply in earnest, and began at 
once to recall long-forgotten accomplishments 
with the needle. She soon found her fingers 
could follow, at first awkwardly and finally with 
skill and beauty, the mazes of crochet and knit-
ting—then she took up her pen and succeeded 
in writing an occasional letter. One day she 
saw a newspaper article which riveted her at-
tention. It spoke of a society entirely of inva-
lids, called " The Shut-in Society." The mem-
bers were those who would never get out of the 
house to enjoy walks and talk with friends, but 
they had established a correspondence wit all 
such invalids throughout the country, and thus 
a bond of sympathy united and cheered the 
sufferers. 

There was something for her to do. She was 
well educated, intelligent, and full of humor. 
This opened a new, interesting field, and has 
proved a source of real pleasure and comfort to 
many. Presents as well as words of love have 
been exchanged, and an electric chain connects 
this insulated circle of sympathetic invalids. 

She looked about upon her comfortable, neat 
home, thought of the ready, loving attendance 
that sought to make her forget pain and pre-
vent ennui, that gathered around her the beau-
tiful in nature and in art, while friends and ac-
quaintances cheered her daily life—all this, in-
stead of squalor, unwilling service, and the bare 
necessities of life grudgingly furnished. Such 
might have been her lot, she reflected, and with 
a burning blush of self-reproach, she prayerfully 
acknowledged that " God had never forgotten 
to be gracious." 

Her light could not be hid. She was known 
to many as a wise counselor, and her advice 
was constantly sought. 

An important charity had just been inaugu-
rated. Jennie was urged to become the presi-
dent. At first thought this seemed to be im-
practicable; but she finally accepted the position, 
and for several years has fulfilled the duties, 
and, by means of marvelous executive ability, 
she works as well through other hands and feet 
as if her own could do the bidding of her heart. 
About a year ago a world-renowned violinist 
came to this city. He heard of the invalid 
girl who had not left her room nor taken a step 
for years, and, with characteristic charity, he 
determined she should not lose the pleasure of 
hearing his violin. He went to her home and 
waked the sweetest strains, and poured forth a 
flood of melody that made her pale cheek and 
dim eye glow with unwonted luster. The 
great artist did more. He promised a public 
concert at no distant day, for the benefit of 

Molly's Pennies. 

THE young assistant editor of one of the 
most important magazines in New York is also 
the teacher of a class of little ragamuffins in a 
mission Sunday-school. These children are al-
lowed to bring a penny each on Sunday, for the 
help of other children still worse off than them-
selves. Mind, they are allowed, as a privilege 
—not required, or even expected. It is set be-
fore them as an honor to help in the good work; 
and many of them bring their penny regularly 
—others when it is convenient—others seldom, 
but there is scarcely one so poor as not some-
times to produce it. 

Among the class is one little mite, perhaps six 
years old, who always comes well-patched and 
clean, yet whose whole aspect shows her to be 
one of' the very poorest of those poor. She is 
not a pretty child. Life has been hard on her, 
and pinched her little face, and made sharp an-
gles where there ought to be soft outlines and 
dimples; but she has bright, eager eyes, and she 
never loses a word the teacher says to her, and 
he feels that she is one of his most hopeful 
scholars. 

One Sunday of winter, when the times were 
very hard, he heard a small voice at his elbow: 

"Teacher!" 
"Well, Molly?" 
"Please, sir, here's four pennies, for this Sun-

day, and three more Sundays." 
"Why do you bring them all at once, Molly?" 

the teacher asked, with curious interest. 
"Because, please, father is out of work, and 

he said there might not be any pennies if I did 
not take them now," and the thin little brown 
hand slipped into his a brown paper parcel in 
which the four pennies were carefully wrapped. 

So the good work was not to suffer, however 
hungry the child's mouth might be before the 
month was over. The teacher wondered how 
many of the rich men, playing with fortunes as 
a child plays with toys, would remember, before 
making some desperate throw, to provide fbr 
the charities they were wont to help, lest there 
should not be any money in the weeks to come. 
—Se/. 

GOSSIP has been defined as the art of putting 
two and two together so as to make five. 

ght 	Tirrit. 
upialu RED SP MICR. 

BEHOLD, this wondrous, living mite! 
This speck of animated clay, 

But just within the realm of sight, 
When viewed by clearest light of day. 

How strange to contemplate a form 
Endowed with functions so complete, 

With head and heart and pulses warm, 
And limbs for locomotion, mete; 

With brains and nerves and sinews, rife; 
With hearing, sight, and feeling too, 

And every part instinct with life, 
Yet scarce perceptible to view, 

Formed by that Power which made the world, 
The sun and moon, and heat and light, 

And through the firmament unfurled 
The jeweled canopy of night. 

That same strong hand that hurls the storm, 
Or holds the elements in thrall, 

Erected in a living form, 
This atom so minutely small. 

If God inspired this grain of earth, 
To live and move and breathe the air, 

Then, surely, man, of far more worth, 
Can trust his providential care. 

One whom would into being speak, 
Sustain and feed from day to day, 

Creatures so helpless, frail, and weak, 
Would no dependent tarn away. 

Then let us kindly, gently deal 
With harmless creatures of his care,— 

All forms of life that pain can feel, 
As we are spared, so let us spar_. 	

Lever. 

An Invalid's Mission. 
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Dragons. Fishes that Carry Lanterns. THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR. 

      

      

DRAGONS are often mentioned in the Script-
ures, especially in connection with the ruins of 
cities, as in Isa. 13 : 22; but the imagination 
has always Aupplied any description of them 
that there might be. Now, however, through 
the researches of geologists, the veritable 
dragon itself has been brought to light. From 
a recent article on the subject, by C. F. Haider, 
in the Youth's Companion, we extract the fol-
lowing:— 

"They ranged in size from that of a snipe up 
to nearly thirty feet in width, and when flying 
must have presented an astonishing spectacle. 
Those discovered in the chalk beds of the State 
of Kansas had no teeth, the jaws being covered 
by a horny case, as in the birds; in fact, when 
they were first taken from the ground, the dis-
coverers did not hesitate to pronounce them a 
new and strange bird. 

"There was a long, bird-like, toothless head; 
the sternum had a keel like that of birds, and 
the limb bones were also hollow, and contained 
air cells. But here a curious fact presented it-
self, the limbs themselves were those of a liz- 
ard, and the strange creatures were found to be 
reptile-like bats, being a combination of reptiles 
and flying birds; in fact, forming a link between 
them. In Europe most of these creatures found 
have ferocious teeth, and in all but the fiery 
breath.and double heads are perfect dragons. 
In one specimen the membrane that formed the 
wing is perfectly preserved. 

"The animal was found in the lithographic 
slates near Eichstadt, Bavaria. It had fallen 
upon its back and had been buried up in that 
position, and preserved for untold ages. The 
membrane forming the wing is held in place 
by what corresponds to our little or fifth finger, 
which, curiously enough, like some of the Jap-
anese finger nails, has grown out so that it is 
almost as long as the animal's entire body, thus 
forming a boom for the sail-like wing. If the 
reader can imagine his or her little finger ten 
feet long, and from its tip a wing or membrane 
extending to the ankle, an idea may be obtained 
of this curious contrivance. 

"The hind limbs were also connected by a 
web that presented a surface like a kite, while 
the tail had grOwn out to a prodigious length, 
almost twice that of the body, and ending not 
in a point, but in a broad, leaf-like, vertical pad-
dle or rudder that our dragon used to guide 
himself in the air. 

"This membrane was rhomboid in shape, was 
probably of the same thickness as the wing, 
and held in position above and below by a 
series of cartilaginous spines that were flexible 
enough to allow a movement to and fro. The 
jaws of this monster were armed with teeth 
that protruded forward in a singular manner, 
seemingly utterly useless in either tearing or 
holding prey. 

"The strange sight presented by these bat-
like forms can only be imagined. From the 
cliffs along the shore, they perhaps hung like 
the bats of to-day, soaring away through the 
air with clumsy, labored flight. When crawl-
ing upon the ground the long finger was proba-
bly extended backward at an angle, and their 
motions could only be compared to the awk-
ward shuffle of the bats. 

"The living dracos or flying dragons of the 
East India Archipelago are also remarkable 
creatures. Between the limbs they have a 
membrane that is supported by the much pro-
longed five or six hind ribs. Their colors defy 
all description, and, flashing and glistening in 
the sun, their snake-like tails winding in and 
out, their curious ruffs trembling, they are drag- 
ons indeed." 	 A. T. JONES. 

FAME is like a river, that beareth up things 
light and swollen, and drowns things weighty 
and solid.— qir Francis Bacon. 

.MANY curious forms of fishes have recently 
been found in the deep sea. One fish, dredged 
from a depth of nearly three miles, shows a com-
plete modification of structure. At this distance 
from the surface the pressure can scarcely be re-
alized. It is estimated that this fish has to con-
tend against a pressure equal to two and a half 
tons to every square inch of surface. A sealed 
glass tube, inclosed in a perforated copper cov-
ering, has at two miles been reduced to fine pow-
der, while the metal was twisted out of shape. 
Yet the fishes are so constructed that they can 
stand the pressure. Their bony and muscular 
systems are not fully developed; the bones are 
permeated with pores and fissures. The calca-
reous matter is at a minimum, and the bones of 
the vertebrae are joined together so loosely that 
in lifting the larger fishes out of the water they 
often fall apart. The muscles are all thin, and 
the connective tissue seems almost wanting. 
Yet these fishes are able to dart about and cap-
ture prey. 

Sunlight penetrates only about 1,200 feet be-
low the surface of the sea; at 3,000 feet the tem-
perature lowers to forty degrees Fahrenheit, and 
from about a mile from the surface to the bot-
tom, four or five miles, the temperature is about 
the same the world over—just above freezing. 
How do the fishes and other forms that live there 
see? Their eyes are modified as well as their 
other parts. The fishes that live 500 feet from 
the surface have larger eyes than those in the 
zone above them, so that they can absorb the 
faint rays of light that reach them. In a zone 
below this many forms with small eyes begin to 
h ace curious tentacles, feelers, or organs of touch. 

Many of these deep-sea fish have special or-
gans upon their sides and heads that are known 
to possess a luminous quality. Other organs are 
considered accessory eyes, so that the fishes have 
rows of eyes upon their ventral surfaces looking 
downward, while near are luminous spots that 
provide them with light. One of the largest of 
these deep-sea torch-bearers is a fish six feet 
long, with a tall dorsal fin extending nearly the 
entire length of the body. The tips of this fin 
are luminous, and also a broad patch upon its 
head. Along the sides of the body is a double 
row of luminous spots. One of the most fero-
cious of these deep-sea monsters is the chaulio-
dus. Its mouth is fairly overflowing with teeth 
that protrude in a most forbidding manner. 
The fins are all tipped with flaming spots, while 
along the dorsal surface extends a row of spots 
that appear like so  many shining windows in the 
fish, through which light is shining. 

AN ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY PAPER FOR YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN, DEVOTED TO MORAL, MENTAL, 

AND RELIGIOUS CULTURE. 

THIS  paper is not devoted to insipid stories and religious fiction, 
but is filled with a great variety of that kind of reading which tends 
to the healthful development of the youthful mind. Its pages are 
made bright by the choi est illustrative pictures, and its columns 
are always full of useful information. 

As a Sabbath-school and Lesson paper, it is suited to the wants of 
scholars and teachers, and is calculated to increase the interest of 
all who road it, in thorough Bible study. 

TERMS, ALWAYS IN ADVANCE. —riniale copy, 75 cents a year; Five 
copies to one address, 80 cents each; Ten or more copies to one ad-
dress, 50 cents each. 

SPECIAL PREMIUM OFFER—THE SUNSHINE SERIES. 

For every new subscription, accompanied with 85 cents, we will 
give "The Sunshine Series," consisting of a package of ten beautiful 
pamphlets of 82 pages each. These comprise a choice collection of 
sketches, stories, poems, etc., adapted to the wants of children, and 
contain more reading matter than can be found in many dollar books 
Remember, the whole series, 820 pages, and the Insraitcroa for a 
year, for 85 cents. 

Address, 	YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Or, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

LIFE SKETCHES. 

THE EARLY LIFE, CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, AND EXTEN-
SIVE LABORS OF 

ELDER JAMES WHITE, 
AND HIS  wire, 

MRS. ELLEN G. WHITE. 

THE production of this book was tho last literary _labor performed 
by Elder White. As nearly the whole of his active labor was per-
formed in connection with the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, 
which he was largely instrumental in founding, the work is nec-
essarily quite a complete history of that people. 

The book abounds in interesting incidents, personal sketches, and 
religious experiences, some of which aro quite remarkable, and al. 
together it forms a volume at once instructive and interesting. 

416 pp. Price, 91.25. 
Address 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

SABBATH READINGS 

FOR THE HOME CIRCLE. 
COMPILED BY Has. E. G.  WHITE. 

Tang are some of the few really good books. For  twenty years 
Mrs. White has been selecting choke, interesting, and instructive 
stories, the best of which are presented in these four volumes of 
400 pages each. It would be diffioult to find a better collection. 
The selections have been carefully made, and none need fear to place 
them in the hands of the young. They are not, however, designed 
exclusively for the young, but are adapted for general home reading. 
All'the members of the family circle will find something in them to 
entertain and instruct. They are just the thing for holiday or birth-
day gifts. Price per set, neatly put up in box, 02.40. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cat 

HISTORY OF THE WA_LDENSES. 
Br J. A. Wirtin, LL.D. 

ILL USTRATED BY TWENTY FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS. 

HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 
BY J. H. MERLE D'AUBIONE. 

The little fishes called Bombay ducks are lu-
minous over their entire surface, and when num-
bers are collected together they present an as-
tonishing spectacle. One of the most interest-
ing of these light-givers is the chiasmodus, a fish 
that attains the length of only thirteen inches. 
The top of its bead is the principal light-giving 
organ, and its fins gleam with phosphorescent 
light. It is not alone remarkable as a light-
giver; it has a jaw so arranged that it can seize 
fish twice its size and swallow them. Its stom-
ach has the elastic quality of India rubber. It 
stretches to enormous proportions, and appears 
like a great transparent balloon hanging under 
the fish and containing its prey. 

The last expedition sent out by France 
brought to light some remarkable forms. The 
dredge off Morocco brought up from a depth of 
one and a half miles a fish that appeared to be 
all head or mouth. It was of small size, and the 
length of the mouth was about four-fifths of the 
entire body; so that, if the body had been sev-
ered behind the head, it and two or three like it 
could have been stowed away in its capacious 
pouch. It probably moves very slowly, scoop-
ing mud and ooze into its mouth, sifting out the 
animal parts and rejecting the rest.  —Philadel-
phia Record. 

THIS work describes the conflicts.waged by the Waldenses, and the 
martyrdoms they endured in defense of their faith and their liberty. 
Recent events have brought the Waldenses to notice, and thrown a 
new light upon the grandeur of their struggle and the important 
issues which have flowed from it. To them are we to trace the 
Constitutional liberties that Italy now enjoys. In their mountain 
fastnesses they maintained the faith of the early Christians, and by 
their untiring missionary labors this faith was diffused to all the 
nations of Europe, thus preparing the way for the great Reformation. 
212 pp. Price, 90 ots. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

Tate book is indeed a standard In evangelical literature, and is so 
well and favorably known as to need no description; it is the most 
complete and impartial history of the Reformation extant; and cer-
tainly no one should need to be urged to seek all the information 
possible concerning the history of one of the greatest revolutions 
ever effected in human affairs. 

Bound in cloth, 5 vols., in one. 	 411.50 
Larger edition, illustrated 	  4.00 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 
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publisivers'  ptpartntent. 
Norws.—We send no papers from this Office without pay  in ad-

vance, unless by special arrangement. When persons receive copies 
without ordering them they are sent by other parties, and we can 
give no  Information in regard to them. Persons thus receiving them 
are not indebted to the Office. 

Money orders, drafts, etc., should be made to " Pacific Press ," 
Nevelt to individuals, as they may be absent, and business thereby 
be delayed. 

OUR GENERAL AGENTS. 

Michigan—Miss Hattie House, care  Review and Herald, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

New England—Mrs. E. T. Palmer, N. E. Tract Re-
pository, South Lancaster, Mass. 

North Pacific—Mrs. C. L. Boyd, East Portland, Oregon. 
England—The  Present Truth, 72 Heueage Street, Great 

Grimsby, Eng. 
Norway—Eld. J. G. Matteson, Akersveren No. 2, 

Christiania, Norway. 
Switzerland—B. L. Whitney, care Let Signes des Temps, 

Bale, Suisse. 

The "Signs." 

Mantra the past six months the various Conferences have 
sent in subscriptions to the SIGNS—including State clubs 
—in the following ratio: New York heads the list with a 
State Agent's club of 1,800 copies; Michigan second, New 
England third, followed by California, Minnesota, Penn-
sylvania, Wisconsin, Ohio, Colorado, Iowa, North Pacific, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, etc. 

RECEIPTS. 

NOTICE.—The change of figures on the address labels 
will be in all cases a sufficient receipt for money sent for 
the paper. If these changes do not appear in due time, 
and if books ordered by mail are not received, please 
notify us. All other business is acknowledged below. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE  FUND.  St Helena Church 
(tithe), per H W Hackney $152.60, Ferndale, per Mrs E 
W Hurlbutt $96.30, Fresno, per Wanchope $68.70, Vac-
aville, per Wm Butcher $64.00, Woodland, per G C Mar-
tin $54.30, Rocklin, per D M Prosser $50.00, Woodland, 
per W Saunders $40.18, Napa, per Joseph Eggleston 
$30.25, Grangeville, per E Gerowe $29.95, Norwalk, per 
John King $25.80, Davisville, per Mrs S E McClellan 
$14.80, C W Wagner (tithes $4.00, Pleasant Grove, per 
Wm Banta $3.75, M T Burke (tithe) 50c, Mrs Gobin 
$1.50, W T Eddy (tithe) $5.00. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS.—Julia Scott $10.00. 
SNARES IN PACIFIC S D A PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION.—

Mrs H S Foster $10.00. 
Sums DONATIONS.—Mary Belle Wagner $33.00. 
CALIFORNIA T AND M SOCIETY.—D M Prosser $13.75, 

Seamen's Mission, per Charles A Robbins $12.70, Charles 
A Robbins $2.00, Jasper G Smith $15.00, J Q Allison 
$1.75, Edna Roberts 75c, C 0 Russell $1.50, A Friend 
$5.00, James S Berry 25c, Mrs A J Hutchings 25c. 

ORDERS FOR WARD ED. 

BOOKS SENT BY FREIGHT.—S C Bice. 
Boons SENT BY EXPRESS.—Eld J 0 Corliss, N C 

Wheeler. 
BOOKS SENT  BY MAIL.—Mrs P J Striplin, John Judson, 

Abel Striplin, Ellen Simons, Flora Wing, Mrs C Roberts, 
S B Saunders, Edna Viers, T P Southworth, Mrs H Mil-
ler, J Nowdesha, Seamens' Mission, B E Wilder, Mrs N 
A Jones, Mrs R Cross, T R. Angove, C Maynard, Mrs 
Judge Wagner, C 0 Russell, Wm A Miller, Ira A 
Wheeler, E N Hatt, Mrs M W Powell, Wm Wicking, 
Wm Weatherell, Frank D Burrnester, James S Berry, 
Review and Herald, John Hubbard, Charles Mallory, Mrs 
Jamison, R. D Gleason, J W Moore, C M Kinny, Mrs E 
E Light, S C Bice. 

glppointments. 
OAKLAND.—House of worship, northeast corner of Clay 

and Thirteenth Streets. Sabbath-school every Sabbath 
at 9:30  A. se. Preaching at 11  A. M.  Prayer and mission-
ary meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:45. Seats free. 
Invitations to all. 

SAN FRANOLSCO.—House of worship, Laguna Street, 
between McAllister and Tyler Streets. Sabbath-school 
every Sabbath at 9:45. Preaching at 11 A. N. Prayer 
and missionary meeting every Wednesday evening at 
7:45. Mission Reading-rooms at 316 Fremont Street. 

I WILL meet with the church in Salinas on Sab-
bath, Aug. 2, at 11 o'clock A. M.,  and 3 o'clock P. M. 
Would like to have all the brethren and sisters pres- 
ent. 	 M. C. ISRAEL. 

tits and alott5. 

RELIGIOUS. 

—The Moody converts in London are estimated at 
34,000. 

—According to a Boston writer, the old Charming 
Unitarian Church makes the humiliating confession 
that it has not had an accession to its communicants 
in thirteen years. 

—In an article in the  Independent,  Dr. T. T. 
Munger advises young college graduates to adopt 
the ministry as their profession, in preference to 
practicing medicine, on the ground that the latter 
profession is overcrowded to such a degree that it 
no longer promises a support to those who enter it, 
while in the former there is abundance of room, tak-
ing the whole country into consideration, and the 
minister earns  a living from the first. 

—Commenting on the fact that at the recent 
meeting of the alumni of Andover Seminary, the 
two essayists placed Christianity before the Bible 
in the order of history and in point of actual im-
portance, the Churchman says: "It gives the key-
note of much that is going on in the world of re-
ligious thought." "Once it was the Bible, and the 
Bible only; now it is beginning to be Christianity 
before the Bible. The question arises how soon it 
will be the church as the conservator of Chris-
tianity, and the witness to the integrity of the 
Scriptures and to the understanding of their con-
tents." 

—This is what the Christian says about it. We 
cannot testify as to the " large proportion," but we 
have seen the original of the picture in more than 
one school: " In a large proportion of the Sunday-
schools one will find the teachers and scholars each 
sitting with a ' Lesson Paper' or 'Quarterly' in their 
hands. From it they first read the lesson, then the 
teacher looks on his paper and reads a question, and 
the pupil looks on his paper and reads an answer to 
it; and this goes around the class until the lesson is 
finished. And both class and teacher frequently 
give evidence that they knew little about the lesson 
before they commenced, and they probably know 
but little more when they are through with it." 

—The  Christian Herald quotes our words concern-
ing the oft-repeated command to keep the Sabbath, 
and our statement that we should do so, until we 
should find better authority than the ten command-
ments, and says: "Yes, we further find a very ex-
plicit command, often repeated, for shedding the 
blood of bulls and goats, and offering them [?] on the 
alter [sic] of burnt offering, shall we also obey it ? 
If not, why not?" Will the Herald please tell us 
which one of the ten commandments it is that en-
joins any such practice ? Stick to the text brother. 
We fear that the Herald took up theology too early. 
It should have received a little more discipline in 
the study of the grammar and the spelling hook. 

—The Texas Advocate says: "Very few professors 
of religion systematically read their Bibles. About 
all they know about religion is gained from the 
preacher. and when they hear a sermon only once or 
twice a month, their souls have to live on short ra-
tions. If each pastor could persuade his members to 
read their Bibles regularly, he could more easily in-
duce them to erect family altars and attend prayer 
and class-meetings. The want of the church is a 
membership in vital and intelligent sympathy with 
the religion they profess. In theory they say the 
Bible is a message to men from their heavenly Fa-
ther, but they treat that book with far less respect 
than they pay their county paper, and study its 
pages with less interest than they display over the 
columns of the weekly prices current." 

SECULAR. 

—The cholera epidemic has spread from France to 
Italy. 

—There is to ho a convention of trades unions at 
Chicago, Oct. 1. 

—A heavy thunder-storm occurred at Yreka, Cal., 
on the 25th inst. 

—Yellow fever and dysentery are reported as epi-
demic at Panama. 

—The German African Society will send a new 
expedition to the Congo country. 

—Cholera is abating at Toulon and Marseilles, but 
increasing in the surrounding villages. 

—A great fire occurred on the wharf at Wrapping, 
England, last week. Loss, $2,500,000. 

—Rear-admiral George F. Emmons, of the U. S. 
Navy, died on the 23d inst., aged seventy two years. 

—A trades unions' demonstration in London, on 
the 21st inst., numbered over 100,000 men in pro-
cession. 

—Mrs. Jane Grey Swishelm, long known in this 
country as an able writer and lecturer, died on the 
22d inst., aged 68 years. 

—The Prohibitionists have nominated ex-Gover-
nor St. John, of Kansas, for president, and Win. 
Daniel, of Maryland, for vice-president. 

—Cleveland, Ohio, police courts are forbidden to 
screen prominent men who commit misdemeanors 
and attempt to pay lines under assumed names. 

—The retail druggists of San Francisco have com-
bined to raise the prices of medicines, but it is 
thought by some dealers that the effort will be  a 
failure. 

—The City Works Department of Brooklyn re-
ported that at the close of the year there were 37,572 
brick and stone, and 45.914 frame buildings in the 
city, with an average of seven inmates to each. 

—The railroad lines between Chicago and Omaha 
are discussing the advisability of closing their indi-
vidual offices in San Francisco, and establishing a 
joint office. Only the Rock Island road objects. 

—The secret of a proposed Cuban insurrection has 
been discovered in New York, where the leaders 
have been buying large quantities of dynamite and 
other war materials. A depot is to be established at 
Nassau. 

—Upwards of 4,000 acres of grain in Stanislaus 
County, Cal., were destroyed by fire, on Sunday, 
July 20. The total loss was about $90,000. The 
fire was caused by sparks from the pipes of two men 
who were smoking. 

—In an ocean steamship collision off Corunna, 
Spain, on the 22d inst., about 100 lives were lost. 
Both vessels went down almost immediately. The 
accident is said to have been caused by a mutual 
misunderstanding of signals. 

—A New York lady recently left three children, 
aged 2, 4, and 6 years, at home by themselves. Dur-
ing her absence they went  into the barn and COM-
menced playing with matches. The straw was 
lighted, and all the children were burned to death. 

—A distillery and bonded warehouse at Connels-
ville, Pa., were burned on the 23d inst. The loss in 
whisky was $50,000 and in buildings $115,000. 
Much of the liquor was rolled away and consumed 
by the crowd, and hundreds of drunken men added 
excitement to the dramatic scene. 

—The P. 0. Departments of the United States and 
Canada have 	that printed matter, lithographs, 
and chromos, sent by U. S. publishers as premiums 
to subscribers in Canada may hereafter be admitted 
to the mails, subject to such regulations and liabil-
ities to customs as the laws of Canada may impose. 

—The first successful electric railway in America 
was started in operation in Cleveland, 0., last week, 
by a street railroad company of that city. which has 
just completed a mile of road. The experiment was 
so successful that the company expect to change 
their entire system, comprising over twenty miles, 
into the electric railroad. The economy in running 
is claimed to be greater than that of the cable roads, 
and the cost of construction less than one-third as 
great. 

—The amended Chinese Restriction Act has been 
promulgated by the Secretary of -the Treasury. The 
intent of the law is that no Chinaman can enter 
this country except, (1) On a certificate issued by 
the Custom House, certifying that he was a resident 
at the date of the signing of the treaty of Tienstin, 
on the 17th of November, 1880; or, (2) On a certifi-
cate from the Government from whose territory the 
applicant had departed, certifying that he belongs 
to either one of the four privileged classes—teachers, 
merchants, students, or travelers—and such certifi-
cates vised by our minister or consul at that place. 

—At the general election to be held Nov. 4, there 
will be submitted to the people of California a pro-
posed amendment to the State Constitution, provid-
ing that the State Board of Education shall compile, 
or cause to be compiled, and adopt,  a  uniform series 
of text-books for use in the common schools, which 
shall continue in use not less than four years. These 
books are to be printed by the State, and issued at 
cost of publishing and distribution. It is also pro-
vided that the governor, superintendent of public in-
struction, and the principals of the State Normal 
Schools shall constitute the State Board of Educa-
tion. 
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To Their Power. 

THE apostle Paul, when bearing witness to the 
great liberality of the Macedonian churches, de-
clares that " to their power, yea, and beyond 
their power" they were willing to give of their 
substance to relieve the necessities of the saints. 

Of how many Christians can it be said to-day 
that " to their power" they are willing to devote 
their time, and strength, and moans, to the ad-
vancement of God's cause and the welfare of 
his people? "To their power" means some-
thing more than the devoting of the odds and 
ends of our time, and crumbs, and scrimpings 
of our means, to sacred purposes; it means more 
than giving old clothes and cold victuals, or put-
ting pence into the contribution box and sink-
ing thousands in luxury, and show, and specula-
tion; it means the utter devotion of our all to 
the Lord; the consecration of our lives to his 
service; the dedication of time and strength and 
everything to God and his work. 

What have we done? What might we have 
done if to our power we had devoted ourselves 
to the service of the heavenly Master? What 
are we doing? And what might we be doing, 
if to our power wo were willing to enter upon 
the work of the Lord to-day? 

Let us consider the past; let us search and try 
our ways, and turn unto the Lord with purpose 
of heart, assured that when to our power we are 
ready to devote ourselves to the Lord's service, 
we shall find that his power shall aid us in our 
labors, his strength shall be made perfect in our 
weakness, and his blessing shall crown our ef-
forts and reward our toils.—Sel. 

Our Own Work. 

A STORY.  is told of a king who went into his 
garden one morning and found everything with-
ering and dying. Ho asked an oak that stood 
near the gate what the trouble was. He found 
that it was sick of life and determined to die be-
cause it was not tall and beautiful like the pine. 
The pine was out of all heart because it could 
not bear grapes like the vine. The vine was 
going to throw its life away because it could not 
stand erect and have as fine fruit as the pome-
granate; and so on throughout the garden. 
Coming to a heart's-ease, he found its bright 
face lifted, as full of cheerfulness as ever. Said 
the king:— 

" Well, heart's-ease, I am glad to find one 
brave little flower in this general discourage-
ment and dying. You don't seem one bit dis-
heartened."  

"No, your Majesty. I know I am of small 
account, but I concluded you wanted a heart's-
ease when you planted me. If you had wanted 
an oak or a pine or a vino or a pontegranate, 
you would have set one out. So I am bound 
to be the best heart's-ease that ever I can." 

To be such a "heart's-ease" is a blessed. thing 
for the Christian, and a saving power in the 
world. 

To be my best is the great mission of life !—
Whispers of Peace. 

TIE Chicago ministers who called attention to 
the dangers of studying the Bible by piece-meal, 
struck a large principle and deserve thanks. It 
is a poor church that is built on a few chapters 
taken here and there from the catholic whole, 
and it is a poor and dangerous kind of Christian 
opinion and of Christian character which is built 
on odd passages or books, selected, it may be, at 
random, or, worse yet, to suit a compiler. The 
word must be its own interpreter, and it is only 
in the broad and free comparison of its parts, 
the interpretation of one passage by another, the 
weighing of- one against another, and the bring-
ing of the less illuminated portions into the 
strong light of Christ and his apostles, that we 
escape the danger of using the word of God 
"deceitfully." Every child should have his whole 
Bible and study it as a whole. There is a solid  

realism and hard-headed good sense, for exam-
ple, in the Old Testament, which, in combina-
tion with the idealistic tone of some portions of 
the New Testament, bring out exactly the right 
result. In this broad view of the whole, things 
appear in the right proportion and come to the 
right equation.—N. Y. Independent. 

How Not to Stamp a Newspaper. 

"Do YOU wish that sent to the dead letter 
office?" said a clerk at a stamp window in the 
post-office recently, as he noticed a gentleman 
affixing a stamp to a newspaper. 

"I can't say that I do," was- the reply. 
"Why?" 

"Because you are evidently unaware that a 
sealed package is not carried by the United 
States mails for one cent." 

"This is not a sealed package." 
" Excuse me, sir, but it is. The stamp is 

partly on the wrapper and partly on the news-
paper, and the Post-office Department has very 
properly decided that that makes it a sealed 
package. Packages of that kind may get 
through to their destination occasionally, but it 
is in violation of the rule. It is very conven-
ient' to fasten a newspaper in its wrapper in 
that way, bat it should not be done." 

International Tract and Missionary 
Society. 

TIM International Tract and Missionary Society was organized Aug. 
18, 1874. It hair furnished health and religious publications to co-op-
erative missions and individuals in every State and Territory in the 
United States, and to every civilized nation on the globe. During 
1883-84 it placed in free public libraries in this country over 10,000 vol-
umes of standard religious books, at a cost of over $10,000, two-thirds 
of which was donated by other funds and the publishers. It has 
also placed valuable books in many libraries in England, Australia, 
the United States, and supplied reading-rooms with health and relig-
ious periodicals. 

Free reading and lecture-room, 316 Fremont Street, San Francisco, 
Cal., from which place all ships are visited which enter that harbor. 
Andrew Brorsen and H. C. Palmer, city missionaries. 

Free reading-room on L Street, near corner of Fifth, East 
Portland, Oregon. 

It has  a  free reading and  lecture-room, 744 Broadway, New York 
City, where it will keep constantly on hand Health and Temperance 
publications to furnish co-operating missions and branch offices on 
the Atlantic Coast and in Europe. Ships visiting this harbor are 
supplied with reading matter. William J. Boynton, manager and 
city missionary. 

Free reading and lecture-room, 21 Boylston Place, Boston, Mass. 
J. R. Israel and A. T. Robinson, city missionaries. Ship missionary, 
C W. Priest, 191 Atlantic Avenue. 

Free reading and lecture-rooms at 13 West Huron Street, Buffalo, 
N. Y., open from 2:80 to 9 p. at Alex. Gleason, Superintendent. 

Free reading-room and depot for stationery and Sabbath-school 
supplies, at Howard City, Dakota. 

Free reading-roonfat 219 West Madison Street, Chicago; Room 2, 
second floor. Eld. Geo. B. Starr and James Sawyer, managers. 

Mission and free reading-room at 2389 Chestnut Street, St. Louis, 
Mo., N. W. Allen, Superintendent. 

Free reading-room and book depository, 15 Indiana Avenue, In-
dianapolis, Ind. W. A. Young, Superintendent. 

The ship work at Liverpool, England, is under the charge of Geo. 
R. Drew, 16 Rodney Street, Birkenhead, Cheshire; J. H. Durland, 
Southampton. Tract and book depository, 72 Heneage Street, Great 
Grimsby, Eng., in charge of Miss Jennie Thayer. 

At the above-mentioned places the public are cordially invited. 
The society is sustained by the liberalities of friends of missions. 

Donations by draft or otherwise will be thankfully received and grate-
fully acknowledged by any of the above-mentioned agents, or Miss M. 
L. Huntley, Secretary, South Lancaster, Mass., U. S. A. 

8. N. Hassitt, President 

• 
	bitnarj. 

BEATTIE.—Died at Darien Center, N. Y., July 7, 
1884, our dear brother, David Beattie, aged 68 yeals. 
He was born in County Antrim, Ireland, of Scotch 
parents. He came to this country many years ago, 
uniting with the Presbyterian Church. In the fall 
of 1881, Elders Ballou and Brown pitched their tent 
in this place, and under their faithful ministry, Bro. 
Beattie and his wife both left the M. E. Church, of 
which they were members, and joined the little 
company of Sabbath-keepers who worship from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. He leaves an estimable wife 
and three daughters. Funeral services conducted 
by L. E. Rockwell (Methodist). 

WM. S. DURBON. 

A  MINE OF INFORMATION. 

HISTORY OF THE SABBATH AND FIRST 
DAY OF THE WEEK. 

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS. 

THE Bible record of the Sabbath , the secular history concerning 
It; the successive steps by which the change to the first day was 
made and the work of restoration, are given in detail. 

EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE concerning the Sabbath is com-
mented on at length; and the COMPLETE TESTIMONY OF THE 
FATHERS in regard to the Sabbath and first day Is given. The 
comparative merits of the seventh and the first-day Sabbaths are 
fully shown. A copious index enables the reader to find any text, 
or the statement of any historian. 

Should be read by everybody. 528 pp. Price, $1.25. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

T HOUGHTS ON DANIEL, 

CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
BY ELD. U. SMITH. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL, VERSE BY 
VERSE. 

WE are now living in times plainly pointed out in this prophecy, 
and it is important to understand it; for Daniel himself says that 
in the time of the end, the wise shall understand ; while, if we fail, 
we are equally guilty with the Jews, who knew not the time of their 
visitation (Luke 19; 42-44), and shall meet a similar fate. 

416 pp. Price, $1.25. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THOUGHTS ON REVELATION, 

CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

BY ELD. U. SMITH 

THIS work presents every verse in the book of Revelation, with 
such remarks as serve to illustrate or explain the meaning of the 
text. It is a new and harmonious exposition of that important book, 
and is designed to create an interest in its study. 

416 pp. Price, $1.25. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SPIRIT OF GOD: ITS OFFICES 

AND MANIFESTATIONS TO THE 

END OF THE CHRISTIAN AGE. 
BY ELD. J. H. WAGGONER. 

Tins is a brief but comprehensive argument on the solemn and 
important subject of the Spirit of God. Its chapters embrace the 
following beads: The Holy Spirit of Promise; The Power from on 
High; Circumcision of the Heart; The Unity of the Faith; The Law 
and the Testimony; Try the Spirits; The Great Commission; Gifts 
in the Reformation; In the Present Century; Spirit of Prophecy 
Restored. These are subjects of vital importance to all, and espe-
cially to those who are looking for the return of their Lord. 

144 pp. Price, 15 cents. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE NATURE AND TENDENCY 

OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
Br &D. J. H. WAGGONER. 

THIS is a thorough expose of the system of Spiritualism. The 
author has carefully studied the subject, and has given such copious 
extracts from a large library of Spiritualist publications, as to fully 
condemn them in their teachings and in their practices, by their own 
testimony. 

It is also shown from the prophetic scriptures that Spiritualism is 
one of the most impressive signs of the times. 

184 pp. Price, 20 cents. 	 • 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE 'TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

• 

MATTER AND SPIRIT; 
OR, 

THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN THOUGHT, 
BY ELD. D. M. CANRIGHT. 

A PHILOSOPHICAL argument on an important theme, Indicated b: 
its title. 66 pp. Price, 10 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE HOME OF THE SAVED. 
By ELD. J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 

Gives the Bible evidence upon the interesting topic of the earth 
made new, as the inheritance of the saints. 82 pp. Price, 10 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
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Camp-Meetings for 1884. 

VIRGINIA, Mt. Jackson 	Aug. 5-12 
TEXAS, Dallas  	" 8-18 
NEW YORK, Syracuse 	14-26 
IOWA, Marshalltown  	14-26 
ILLINOIS, Peoria  	19-26 
KANses, Concordia 	 21-31 
NEW ENGLAND, Worcester 	Aug. 20 to Sept. 2 
MICHIGAN (Northern) Traverse City " 27 " " 1 
NEVADA, Reno,    " 29 " 	8 
VERMONT, Burlington 
INDIANA (Southern), Farm ersburg, 	Sept. 2- 9 
MAINE, Portland,  	" 4-15 
COLORADO, Denver  	" 10-16 
OHIO, Columbus  	 " 11-22 
MICHIGAN, Jackson  	 " 18-29 
NEBRASKA, 	 "  24-30 
INDIANA, Logansport 	Sept. 25 to Oct. 7 
KENTUCKY, —    "  30 " " 8 

GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

THE article in the series, The Coming of the Lord, 
is laid over this week, on account of press of other 
matter. 

Oakland Tent-Meeting. 

THIS meeting is progressing with prospects favor-
able. Both the attendance and the interest are 
good. We attribute its success, thus far, yr ry much 
to the efficiency of the missionary work (.1', le in this 
city, principal] y since the beginning of C'3 meeting. 
We have no doubt that the present work will tell fav-
orably on the camp-meeting in this city in Septem-
ber. It is expected to continue meetings in the 
tent, either in the place where it is now pitched or 
partly in another place, up to the time of the camp-
meeting. We have waited and hoped a long time 
for meetings of this nature in Oakland, and now 
greatly rejoice that our earnest desires are gratified. 
"0 Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity." Ps. 
118 : 25. 

Our College. 

SPECIAL attention is called to the notice of the 
College, by Professor Brownsberger, which may be 
found on this page. This is our last opportunity be-
fore the opening of the school for the coming school 
year. We hope to be present at the opening, and 
hope to see there a large number of students from 
all parts of the coast country. 

Seventh-day Adventist Year Book. 

ALTHOUGH the year is more than half gone, the 
Year Book for 1884 is by no means out of date. The 
proceedings of the last General Conference, Inter-
national Tract and Missionary Society, Publishing 
Associations, etc., will always be valuable for refer-
ence. Indeed, for these records, the Year Book is 
the more valuable the farther those meetings are in 
the past, as the papers containing them are rarely 
saved. All who wish to be intelligent in regard to 
the work, should keep these records, so as to com-
pare them from yedr to year. The "Summary of 
Missionary Labor," which it contains, enables one• 
at a glance not only to tell the whole amount of 
work done, but the comparative standing of differ-
ent States. Price, post-paid, 25 cents. 

Ecclesiastical Claret. 
• 

AN occurrence a little over two weeks ago that 
was not noticed at the time in our news column, was 
the fire in the old Catholic mission, in the village 
known as "Mission San Jose," near San Jose city, 
Cal. The fire itself was not worthy of note, except 
as imperiling a relic of early times—one of the old-
est churches in the State. But one thing about it  

was noteworthy, and that is, that in the scarcity of 
water the fire was extinguished by twelve casks of 
fine old claret, the property of Rt. Rev. Bishop Ale-
many. Good Catholics will doubtless want the 
bishop canonized for his great sacrifice, but heretics 
will inquire whether the wine was for his own use, 
or whether he was saving it against a possible emer-
gency of that kind. Some people will take this 
case as an argument in favor of wine, but there are 
those irreverent enough to claim that even in such 
a case its effect is only deleterious. 

Chance for a School. 

IF any of our people wish to establish a school in 
their midst, they will do well to apply to Mrs. M. F. 
Gould, Healdsburg, Cal. Sister Gould has been at-
tending the College, where she has been teacher in 
different departments, and is highly recommended 
by Prof. Brownsberger. She has also a first-grade 
certificate from the County Board of Education. 

We give this notice because  we are interested in 
the cause of education among us, and because we 
think there are some churches which need a school 
and are able and willing to support one. 

College Notes. 

OPENING OF THE NEW YEAR. 

THE new college year will begin Monday, Aug.  4. 
The first day will be devoted to the classification of 
those who enter the school for the first time. All 
should make an effort to be present at the open-
ing. Those who come early, have many important 
advantages over those who are late, not only in re-
spect to their studies, but also in regard to the se-
lection of rooms, etc. 

There are two trains to Healdsburg daily. The 
boat leaves the Market Street wharf at San Fran-
cisco at 7:40 A. M. and at 5 P. M., and the trains con-
necting with this boat arrive in Healdsburg at 
10:45 A. M. and 7:55 P. M., same day. Students an-
nouncing their coming in advance, will be met at 
the depot upon their arrival at Healdsburg. The 
fare after Aug.1 between San Francisco and Healds-
burg is $2.50. 

The new year comes with increased responsibility 
for teachers and students. Before entering upon 
their work, they should consider well their mutual 
obligation, for such obligations do exist. A very 
narrow and selfish idea upon this point exists in the 
minds of many students in the popular schools. 
They recognize no obligation on their part to any 
one except as it contributes directly to their own 
profit, ease, or pleasure. The idea of doing some-
thing directly for the good of the school, the teach-
ers, or their fellows, is not entertained with any de-
gree of favor. Such consider the teachers the only 
responsible party in the success or failure of the 
student. 

Suffice it to say that the Healdsburg College is 
not that kind of a school, and that such sentiments 
are very unpopular among our students. They are 
inspired with the thought that to acquire the habit 
of doing good to others, and of making themselves 
generally useful, will insure their success in the 
practical affairs of the world, secure the greatest 
good to the greatest number, and thus accomplish 
the object for which the college was established. 

We cordially welcome all to these halls who want 
to make this the active principle of their lives. The 
student must take a broad view of his relation to 
the teacher and his work. While the teacher's in-
struction is designed to shape the life and mould 
the character of the student, the latter is made the 
medium of good to the world. The teacher and 
learner must not be antagonized, for the latter is 
then counteracting the influence of the teacher 
over himself and his fellows instead of exalting it 
and insuring the efficiency and success of the school. 

S. BROWNSBERGER. 

Nevada Camp-Meeting. 

THIS most important meeting for the cause in 
Nevada will be held in Reno, August 29 to Sep-
tember 8. The brethren and sisters are few in num-
ber and quite scattered, and many of them have 
never enjoyed such a privilege as this. There is 
much to be done for the unconverted in this State, 
and our experience thus far this summer demon-
strates that there are souls here that are hungering 
for the truth. What the interests of the cause in 
this State most demand is a thorough awaking 
among the brethren and sisters here so that all will 
continually experience a burning desire for the 
spread of the Third Angel's Message. If we would 
see the cause prosper by the conversion of our 
neighbors and friends, there must be concert of ac-
tion—a union of hearts in praying and laboring for 
the cause. 

Our camp-meeting has been appointed to accom-
plish these ends. What we most desire is to have 
all who love the truth come to the meeting and 
bring their families. After resolving to do this, 
earnestly invite every one of your neighbors to 
come and camp with you on the ground. Tents will 
be furnished, also provision and hay or pasture for 
horses at low rates. The committee will endeavor 
to have everything in the best possible order from 
the commencemt of the meeting. The tents will be 
pitched and in readiness Thursday, August 28. The 
provisions will be furnished on the ground, also sev-
eral good cooking-stoves with wood so that all can 
be accommodated. We shall expect to see all on 
the ground on Thursday prepared to stay till the 
close so that the spiritual interest of the meeting 
may not be interrupted. 

Come praying the Lord to meet with his people 
and abundantly bless his work in this new field. 
Come to consecrate yourself and your all to the 
woakvf the Lord. Come to help in the work by 
your tamest efforts in all Fossible ways, and come 
prepared to camp on the ground. 

It is expected that the following ministers will 
attend our camp-meeting: Eld. Loughborough, the 
editor of the SIGNS, and Eld. St. John if his health 
will permit. 	 G. D. BALLOU. 

Reno, Nevada. 

Tents for the Nevada Meeting. 

THOSE wishing to purchase or rent tents for the 
Nevada camp-meeting should corr•spond with us at 
once, that there may be time to have them shipped 
from Oakland. A new tent, of common striped 
awning cloth, 12x16 feet, three feet walls, can be 
delivered on the camp-ground for $30.00. White • 
cloth, same size, cheaper. 

The prices for rental will be from five to eight 
dollars, according to size and quality. Second-hand 
tents will be sold at reducsd prices. 

Apply at once to ELD. G. D. BALLOU, Reno, Ne-
vada. 

Notice. 

I HAVE located my home at Fargo, Dakota. My 
address will be there instead of Casselton. 

G. C. TENNEY. 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
PUBLIAHM WENKLY, AT OAKLAND, OAL, FOR THE 

International Tract and Missionary Society. 

A  sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of 
the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Har-
mony of the Law and Gospel: with Departments devoted to Tem-
perance, The Home Circle, the Missionary Work,  and the Sabbath. 
sch,ol. 

Price Per Year,   $2.00 
In Clubs of live or more copies to one address, to be used in Mis-

sionary Work,   1.60 
Address, 	SIGNS OR THE TIKES, Oakland, Oal. 
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