
"Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Rev. 22:12. 
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TWO LICANrieS. 

(JOHN 15:4.) 

Two beautiful leaves hung side by side; 
One proudly thought 'twas two strongly tied 
To the tree that its very life supplied. 

It twisted and twirled and was never still; 
It murmured, complained, and sighed, until 
It was free to follow its own sweet will. 

Awhile it floated in balmy air; 
The butterflies said it was very fair, 
The soft winds tossed it here and there; 

Then it fluttered down from sunny skies, 
A faded, forgotten thing, to lie 
Alone on the cold, damp earth, and—die. 

The other leaf was content to be 
Where it was placed on the parent tree, 
Knowing, though bound, 'twas most surely free. 

• 
So it lived and grew, in sweet content 
Doing each day's work, 'till, the summer spent, 
With autumn fruitage the boughs were bent. 
The fruit was golden and fair to see, 
And the leaf rejoiced exceedingly, 
For was not the leaf a part of the tree ? 

Shall I read the moral, 0 soul, to thee? 
Christ says, " Ye cannot fruitful be, 
Except, by faith, ye abide in me." 

—Grass Valley Methodist. 

Mum." 3.rtirits. 
"Preach the Word." 

BY MRS. E. 0. WHITE. 
• 

"SANCTIFY them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth," was the prayer of Christ for his 
disciples. In every age God has committed to 
his people some special truth which is directly 
opposed to the desires and purposes of the hu-
man heart, and which tends to separate his 
church from the world; and it has been the 
duty of his ministers to proclaim this truth, 
whether men would hear or forbear. 

When Christ came as the teacher and guide 
of mankind, he brought to them truths glowing 
with the light of Heaven, showing in contrast 
the darkness of error, and revealing the super-
stition, self-righteousness, and bigotry of that 
age. His heart overflowed with love for the 
poor, the ignorant, the afflicted, and the fallen. 
He healed the sick, comforted the desponding, 
cast out devils, raised the dead, and preached to 
all the words of eternal life. But many who 
listened to the divine 'reacher received his 
words with little favor. The priests and elders, 
the professed expositors of divine truth, were 
sending forth no rays of light. In their self-
righteousness they held themselves aloof from 
the benighted people, who needed instruction 
and guidance. When Jesus took up the work 
which they had left undone, they felt that his 
life was a constant rebuke to them, and they 
feared that he would turn the hearts of the  

people from them, and destroy their influence. 
They were filled with pride, love of ostentation, 
and desire for praise; and they despised the hu-
mility and self-denial of Jesus. They hated the 
purity while they feared the power of his teach-
ings. They refused to accept him themselves, 
and bent all their energies to hinder others 
from believing in him. No wonder he brought 
against them the terrible accusation: "Ye have 
taken away the key of knowledge. Ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering 
in ye hindered." 

It is no argument against the truth that there 
are few who are willing to accept it. Few ac-
cepted the world's Redeemer. Though the 
multitude flocked around him, eager to receive 
temporal blessings, yet he sadly declared: "Ye 
will not come to me that ye might have life." 
Men are now no more favorable to practical 
godliness; they are just as intently seeking 
earthly good, to the neglect of eternal riches. 
And reformers of the present day will meet 
with the same discouragements as did their 
Master. 

Of the people in his day Christ said: "For 
this people's heart is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them." The 
Jews willfully closed their eyes and their ears, 
and barred their hearts with prejudice, lest 
they should see a better way, and be aroused 
from their dream of security. The people of 
the present generation are pursuing a similar 
course. New truths are constantly unfolding; 
new and clearer light is shining upon the path-
way of God's people. But the great mass of 
mankind are satisfied with their present condi-
tion, and are unwilling to exchange error for 
truth. But we are to be sanctified through 
obedience to the truth. For want of this Bible 
sanctification, the soul of many a professed 
Christian has become a desecrated shrine, the 
haunt of hollow formalism, of selfishness and 
hypocrisy, pride and passion..  

It is harder to reach the hearts of men to-
day than it was twenty years ago. The most 
convincing arguments may be presented, and 
yet sinners seem as far from repentance as ever. 
The work of the faithful minister is no child's 
play. Earnest, untiring effort is required to 
wrench the prey of Satan from his grasp. But 
God will sustain his servants in the work which 
he himself has committed to their hands. Said 
Christ to his disciples, as they toiled upon the 
Sea of Galilee, " Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men." When the gospel net is 
cast, there should be a watching by the net, 
with tears and earnest prayers. Let the work-
ers determine not to let the net go till it is 
drawn ashore, with the fruit of their labor. 
Sometimes, indeed, we may say with Peter, 
" We have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing;" bat still it is the Master's command, 
as of old, "Let down the net on the right side 
of the ship,"—work on in faith, and God will 
give success. 

Whatever the trials and difficulties that the 
ambassador of' Christ may have to meet, he can 
carry them all to God in prayer. He can weep 
between the porch and the altar, pleading, 
"Spare thy people, 0 Lord, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach." And by study of the  

Scriptures andeearnest, wrestling prayer, he 
may become "a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth." Labor on, then, while the day lasts, 
you who have been called to preach the good 
news of salvation through Christ; for the 
night cometh, wherein no man can work. God 
has called us to labor in his vineyard, and if we 
neglect our duty, souls will be lost through our 
unfaithfulness. 

Though the servants of Christ may, at times, 
feel almost disheartened as they see how many 
obstacles there are in the way of Christian liv-
ing, and how slowly the work of God seems to 
advance, their duty remains the same. They 
are to sow the seed of truth beside all waters. 
A constant effort to promote personal piety 
should be seen in all their public labors. They 
should not preach sermon after sermon on doc-
trinal subjects alone. Practical godliness should 
find a place in every discourse, and the dis-
courses should be short and to the point. 

The minister should not merely present the 
truth from the desk, but as the shepherd of the 
flock he should care for the sheep and the 
lambs, searching out the lost and straying, and 
bringing them back to the fold. He should 
visit every family, not merely as a guest to en-
joy their hospitality, but to inquire into the 
spiritual condition of every,  member of the 
household. His own soul must: be imbued with 
the love of God; then by kifidly courtesy he 
may win his way to the hearts of all, and labor 
successfully for parents and children, entreating-, 
warning, encouraging, as the case demands. 
Let him seek to keep the church alive, and 
laboring with him for the conversion of sinners. 
This is good generalship; and the results will 
be fbund far better than if the minister per-
formed all the work alone. 

Jesus bids his people, " Go forward." The 
minister may labor for the people, but be can-
not take the responsibility that God has placed 
upon them. There are higher attainments for 
us, there is a purer love, a deeper experience, if 
we will consecrate ourselves to God, and humbly 
take him at his word. The reason why we 
have no greater confidence and joy, is that we 
are not sanctified through obedience to the 
truth. There is in us an evil heart of unbelief..  
Our heavenly Father is more willing to give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him than are 
earthly parents to give good gifts to their chil-
dren. Then let us shake off the spiritual sloth 
that dishoners him and imperils our own souls. 
If we draw near to God, he will draw near to 
us. 	We must not wait for better opportunities, 
for strong persuasions, or for holier tempers. 
We can do nothing for ourselves. We must 
trust to the power of Jesus to save us. He is 
holding out to us the crown of life, and shall we 
not accept it? Let us come to him ,just as we 
are, and we shall find him a present help in our 
time of need. 

The sweet sense of sins forgiven, the light 
and love which Christ alone can give, fill the 
soul with peace and joy. The assurance that 
we are under the protection of Omnipotence 
imparts courage and confidence, inspires a hope 
that is " as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within 
the vail." This assurance is a source of strength 
unknown to the worldling or to the half-hearted 
professor. So long as we have the presence of 
our Saviour, difficulties cannot dismay nor dan- 
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gers appall us; and we are ready cheerfully to 
perform whatever duty God requires of us. If 
we were only as free to speak of the blessings 
we receive from God as we are to talk of our 
doubts and discouragements, we should enjoy 
far more of his presence. Our kind heavenly 
Father declares: " Whoso offereth praise glori-
fieth me." Let us praise him more, and com-
plain less; let us talk more of the love and 
wondrous power of our Redeemer, and we shall 
be brought nearer and nearer to him, into closer 
and still closer relations with him in whom our 
hope centers. 

Shall we not consecrate ourselves to God 
without reserve? Christ, the King of glory, 
gave himself a ransom for us. Can we with-
hold anything from him? Shall we think our 
poor, unworthy selves too precious, our time or 
property too valuable, to give to Jesus? No, 
no; the deepest homage of our hearts, the most 
skillful service of our hands, our talents of 
ability and of means,—all are but too poor an 
offering to bring to Him who was slain, and has 
redeemed us to God by his blood " out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

Jesus Only. • 

IT is very probable that Christ's transfigura-
tion took place upon Mount Hermon. The out-
look from that summit carried the eye from 
Lebanon, with its diadem of glittering ice, south-
ward to the silvery mirror of Gennesaret; but 
it was not that vision of natural beauty that the 
disciples looked at chiefly; they saw "Jesus 
only." Two illustrious prophets, Moses and 
Elijah, had just made their miraculous appear-
ance on the top of the mount; but neither of 
these mighty men appeared any longer to the 
disciples' view; they "saw no man save Team 
only." 

In this expression we find the clue to the 
power of apostolic preaching. That solitary 
figure on the mount became the central figure 
to the eyes and hearts of the apostles. One 
person occupied their thoughts; one person 
filled all their most effective discourses. It was 
no such benevolent charletan as poor Renan has 
lately attempted to portray; it was the omnip-
ot•nt and holy Son of God. They saw in him 
"God manifest in the flesh;" they saw in him 
an infinite Redeemer, a divine model, an ever-
living intercessor and friend. And they saw 
no one save .Tesus only. Paul gave utterance to 
the heart of the whole apostolic brotherhood 
when be said, "I determined to know nothing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci-
fied." Has not this been the key-note to the 
best sermons of the best ministers ever since? 
Is not that the most powerful sermon that is 
the most luminous with Christ? Depend upon 
it that the pulpit. the Sabbath-school, and the 
volume which God honors with the richest suc-
cess, are those which present " no man save 
Jesus only." 

Hero. too, is a clue to the best method of deal-
ing with awakened and inquiring hearts. We 
are too prone to send the unconverted to a 
prayer-meeting, or to reading good books, or to 
listening to some popular Boanerges. The ex-
periences of many a troubled inquirer have 
been somewhat like those of the woman to 
whom a faithful minister once said,— 

" Have you been in the habit of attending 
church?" 

"Yes, I have been to every church in town; 
but the little comfort I get soon goes away 
again, and leaves me as bad as before." 

" Do you read the Bible at home?" 
"Sir, I am always reading the Bible; some-

times I get a little comfort; but it soon leaves 
me as wretched as ever." 

" Have you prayed for peace?" 
" Oh I sir, I am praying all the day long; 

sometimes I get a little peace after praying; 
but I soon lose it. I am a miserable woman." 

"Now, madam, when you went to church, or  

prayed, or read your Bible, did you rely on 
these means to give you comfort?" 

"I think I did." 
" To whom did you pray?" 
" To God, sir; to whom else should I pray ?" 
"Now read this verse, 'Come unto me, and 

I will give you rest.' Jesus said this. Have 
you gone to Jesus for rest?" 

The lady looked amazed, and tears welled up 
into her eyes. Light burst in upon her heart, 
like unto the light that flooded Mount Hermon 
on the transfiguration morn. Everything else 
that she had been looking at—church, Bible, 
mercy seat, and minister—all disappeared, and 
to her wondering, believing eyes there remained 
no man save Jesus only. She was liberated 
from years of bondage on the spot. The scales 
fell from her eyes, and the spiritual fetters from 
her soul. Jesus only could do that work of de-
liverance; but he did not do it until she looked 
to him alone. 

This incident, which has been given at length 
in one of the American Tract Society's narra-
tives, reached us during the first years of our 
ministry. With this "open secret" in our 
band, we approached the first Roman Catholic 
that ever attended upon our preaching. He 
bad turned his troubled eye for a long time to 
the holy virgin, and to sainted martyrs in the 
calendar. He had often been to a priest, never 
to a Saviour. We set before him Jesus only. 
He looked up and saw the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. "My Rom-
ish mother," said he to us, "would burn up my 
Bible if she knew 1 had one in my house." But 
she could not burn out the blessed Jesus from 
his emancipated and happy heart. 

Next we took this simple revelation to a poor 
invalid of threescore and ten. His sight was 
failing, and the vision of his mind was as blurred 
and dim as the vision of his body. We set be-
fore him, in our poor way, Tema only. The old 
man could hardly see the little grandchild who 
read aloud to him. But he could see Jesus with 
the eye of faith. The patriarch who had hard-
ened under seventy years of sin, became a little 
child. The skepticism of a lifetime vanished 
when the Holy Spirit revealed to his searching, 
yearning look the divine form of a Saviour cru-
cified. 

We never forgot these lessons learned in our 
ministerial boyhood. From that time to this, 
we have found that the only sure way of bring-
ing light and peace to anxious inquirers is to 
direct them away from themselves, away from 
ritualities and stereotyped forms, away from 
agencies of every kind, away from everything 
save Jesus only. John the Baptist held the es-
sence of the gospel on his tonguo when he cried 
out, "Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world." My anxious friend, 
be assured that you never will find pardon for 
the past, and hope for the future; you never 
will know how to live, or be prepared to die, 
until you look to Jesus only. 

Here is a hint for desponding Christians. 
You are harassed with doubts. Without are 
fightings, and within are fears. Why? Be-
cause you have tried to live on frames and feel-
ings, and they ebb and flow like the sea-tide. 
You have rested on past experiences, and not 
on a present Saviour. You have looked at 
yourself too much, and not to him who is made 
to you righteousness and full redemption. Do 
you long for light, peace, strength, assurance, 
joy? Then do your duty, and look to Jesus 
only. 

When the godly minded Oliphant was on his 
dying bed, they read to him that beautiful pas-
sage in the seventh chapter of Revelation, 
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes." (It is the passage which poor Burns 
could never read with a dry eye.) The old 
man exclaimed, "Perhaps that is so. The Bi-
ble tells me that there is no weeping in Heaven; 
but I know I shall cry the first time I see my 
Saviour!" He was right. The first object that  

would enchain his view on entering the gates 
of glory, would not be the jeweled walls, or the 
shining ranks of the seraphim. It would not 
be the parent who bore him, or the pastor who 
taught him the way of life. But amid the myr-
iad glories, the thousand wonders, of that won-
derful world of light and joy, the believer's eye, 
in its first enrapturing vision, shall "see no 
man save JEsus ONLY."—T. L. Cuyler. 

What Is Love? 

THERE is something to think of in this story. 
Sam Jones tells of a hard-looking old drunkard 
who replied to Bob Ingersoll, when be said t here 
was no hell, " Be mighty sure with proofs, Bob; 
for there are a great many of us who are de-
pending on ye." 

Tats is a most important question to every 
Bible student; for without love, faith and hope 
must end in destruction. But what is love? 
Says one, "Love is an affectionate feeling." 
But affectionate feeling is only a part of love. 

Suppose a young man shows signs of affec-
tionate feeling for his father. He cannot bear 
to hear the least intimation against his father, 
and he often talks in highest praise of him. 
But he has little regard for his f'ather's wishes. 
He does not exert himself to help his father, 
and is unwilling to forsake bad company and 
break off bad habits. Suppose a young lady 
weeps over the sick-bed of that mother who 
recovers to again do all the heavy drudgery, 
while the tender-hearted, affectionate young 
lady seeks her own pleasure, or chooses light 
and pleasant work. What is such affeetion 
worth ? Is it love, or only a part of love? 

The apostle exhorts us thus: "My little 
children, let us not love in word [only], nor in 
tongue; but in deed [doing] and in truth." 
1 John 3 : 18. But the Bible in various ways 
defines love. In .Rom. 13:10, we have a good 
definition: "Love is the fulfilling [keeping] of 
the law." The Bible will bear me out in the 
idea that the keeping of the law is the proof of 
perfected love. 

If antinomians think that Paul meant to 
teach that love exempts them from keeping the *7-040—' 
law, they have only to read other scriptures to 
find themselves mistaken. Why were the Jews 
required to abide by the decalogue? Answer: 
Deut. 6 : 5: "And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might." Lev. 19: 18: 
" But thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
I am the Lord." Then it was with the Jews 
as it is with us. They were to love, and to 
prove their love by endeavoring to keep the 
law of God. 

No one can maintain that the commandments 
of God do not include the decalogue. "And 
hereby [by this] we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that saith, 
I krfow him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But whoso keepeth his word [or law], in him 
verily is the love of God perfected." 1 John 2: 
3-5. "Whosoever hateth his brother is a mur-
derer; and ye know that no murderer bath 
eternal life abiding in him." 1 John 3 : 15. 
John here alludes to the sixth commandment, 
and to hate is the opposite of to love. " By 
this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his command-
ments. For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments; and his command-
ments are not grievous." 1 John 5 : 2, 3. 
"His commandments are not grievous" to 
those who truly love God. 

Dear reader, are you willing to prove your 
love by being numbered with the last remnant 
of the church, " which keep the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ " (Rev. 12 : 17); also " that keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus "? 
Rev. 14 : 12. 	 EPSILON. 
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Whither are They Tending? 

EVENTS, as they are passing, are viewed by 
the student of prophecy with an anxious eye. 
He sees in them the fulfillment of God's ancient 
predictions; and it not only inspires him with 
confidence in the word of God, but shows him 
where we are in the world's history. God has 
seen fit to reveal in his word events which fol-
iow in consecutive order till we behold the Lord 
of glory as he descends to earth tor his people. 

The four great monarchies predicted in Dan- 
iel, chapters 2 and 7, have fulfilled the work 
assigned them by the prophecy. We have 
reached the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8; 
and the momentous work of cleansing the heav-
enly sanctuary, which we understand to be the 
work of judging the righteous, is now in prog-
ress. 

The visions of John, recorded in the book of 
Revelation, we look upon as being nearly ful-
filled; the only portion yet unfulfilled being the 
closing part of the message of chapter 14 : 9-12, 
and the work of the two-horned beast of chap-
ter 13 : 11-17. The first we consider is already 
in such a condition that the work can be pushed 
to completion in a very short time. The second, 
which is the last link in that particular chain of 
symbols, and reaches to the second coming of 
Christ, we desire to notice more particularly, 
and determine, if possible, its condition. 

Our people took the position, more than thirty-
five years ago, that this two-horned beast sym-
bolized the United States; that the dragon 
voice of verse 11 would yet be heard in free 
America in the way of religious persecutions; 
and that those persecutions would result from 
trying to enforce the mark of the papal beast of 
verses 16, 17, which we have shown again and 
again,from both the pulpit and the press, to be the 
observance of Sunday, after it has been clearly 

-trought to our minds that the seventh day, or 
Saturday, and not Sunday, is the Lord's Sab-
bath, and the issue has been fully joined between 
the law of the two-horned beast and the law of 
God. We have believed and often taught that 
those who take their stand upon the Bible Sab-
bath, knowing that the precept enjoins the 
seventh and not the first day of the week, will 
be the special objects of the wrath of those 
who are enforcing the rigid Sunday laws which 
are to be enacted by this Government. 

When we began to present these views to 
the public, we met with ridicule on every hand 
at the idea of persecution arising here in Amer-
ica. " The freedom of our laws and institu-
tions," said many, " will never permit a loyal 
citizen to be misused on account of conicien-
tiously adopting a religion whose moral ten-
dency is good, even though it should be at 
variance with the religion of his neighbor." 
Yet, notwithstanding the assurances of our 
national Constitution, and the jeers of those 
who opposed our teachings, we considered the 
prophecy clear, and fearlessly taught it wher-
ever we went. 

It has now been more than a score of years 
since a party has arisen in our midst with the 
avowed object of so amending the Constitution 
of the United States as to acknowledge Christ 
as the king of nations, and the law of God as 
the fundamental principle in the supreme law 
of the land. Of course we could not object to 
this if Christ himself were to interpret the 
Father's law. He says not one jot or tittle of 
the law shall pass away. Matt. 5 : 18. And ac-
cording to this interpretation, the seventh-day 
Sabbath is still the proper one for us to observe, 
because it, and no other, is taught in the law 
of which every jot and tittle is to remain in 
force. But, says the " National Reform Asso-
ciation " (the name assumed by those working 
for the above change in the national Constitu-
tion), the law of God now requires the observ-
ance of Sunday, and we must have stringent 
Sunday laws and require all to observe them, 
no matter whether Christian or infidel, Sunday  

observer or Sabbatarian. The end to which 
this association is working is just what we have 
seen in the prophecy, and taught as widely 
as our facilities would allow. Now, those op-
posing us, seeing this movement at work, can-
not laugh so heartily at us. Many of them 
say, "Although this association is assiduously 
working in the direction which the prophecy 
indicates, yet it cannot be brought about in our 
day. Public sentiment cannot be made ripe 
for it so soon." We think, however, that all 
the prophetic word conspires to show that the 
last generation is reached, and that those now 
living will see the complete fulfillment of this 
prophecy. Our convictions in this are strength-
ened when we see other agents aside from the 
"National Reform Party entering the field to 
assist in this work. 

We have always stood firmly for the cause of 
temperance, and lent a hand whenever we could 
to uproot the evils of strong drink. We have 
even gone farther, and taught that the truly 
temperate man would abstain from the use of 
tobacco and other hurtful indulgences. We 
have been rejoiced at the good work done by 
the Prohibitionists and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. But we are sorry indeed 
to see the solid alliance forming between the 
above organizations and the " National Reform 
Association." According to the Christian.States-
man of Sept. 24, 1885, the organ of the " Reform 
Association," the platform of the Ohio Prohibi-
tionists declares "for a Christian and civil Sab-
bath." And the Statesman in the same issue calls 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union its 
" noble ally and helper." In its issue of July 
9, 1885, it records with much enthusiasm the 
nomination by the Prohibitionists of Rev. A. B. 
Leonard, D. D., for Governor of Ohio. After 
stating that he is a zealous worker for the cause 
of National Reform (the main reform they seem 
to be working for is the enforcement of Sunday 
observance by law), they add: " This is the class 
of men whom the Prohibition party is bringing 
to the front. It will be a glorious day for the 
cause of National Reform when such a party 
triumphs." A recent utterance of the National 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union is that 
" Politics shall also be redeemed and taken from 
the hands of the prince of this world and given 
into the hands of our Lord and his Christ." 
The Woman's Christian Temperance Union has 
recently adopted a depart neat in its work for 
bringing about the more strict observance of 
Sunday. And Mrs. M. E. Stephenson, Superin-
tendent of the department of Sabbath observ-
ance for Pennsylvania, in reporting the progress 
of her work to the Statesman, says: " In this 
first report it will not be thought out of place 
to glance at the reasons for the establishment 
of this branch of Woman's Christian Temper-
ance Union work, that the wisdom which sug-
gested it may be justified in every mind. The 
maintenance of our Sabbath laws, and the right 
observance of the Lord's day, are not only 
worthy objects in themselves, but are vitally 
connected with the temperance reformation." 
In concluding her report, she adds: " Our cause, 
therefore, is linked inseparably with the cause 
of the Sabbath. We stand or fall with it. If 
America is to lose her Sabbath, she will not be-
come a temperate nation. In working for the 
suppression of Sabbath desecration, we are do-
ing that which must be done before the temper-
ance reformation can prevail." 

The above statements clearly show how these 
three bodies of active workers are rapidly mak- 
ing their cause one. And while we are made 
glad to see the cause of temperance advancing, 
it saddens us to see this Sunday movement 
brought into it. If Sunday sanctity were es- 
tablished by divine authority, it would be differ-
ent. But since it is a usurper, and has only 
the authority of men for its establishment, we 
must raise our voice against it, and call the at-
tention of all to the fact that God asks no one 
to do such a work as is proposed for Sunda y  

But rather, since we think the position of our 
people is clearly proved, that the enforcement 
of Sunday by law is nothing less than the 
enforcement of the mark of the beast (Rev. 13 : 
16, 17), it will ultimately bring upon its adher-
ents the unmingled wrath of an offended God. 
Rev. 14 : 9-11. 

We are fully aware that there are hundreds 
who are now zealously working for this Sunday 
movement who have not had their minds called 
to the nature of the work they are doing as set 
forth in the prophecy, who will abandon their 
designs when they are properly informed. In 
the sight of God no one is responsible for wrong 
positions until he has had opportunity to know 
better. But opportunity to inform ourselves 
brings responsibility. John 9 : 41; 15 : 22. 

Public sentiment is getting very strong in 
favor of this Sunday law; even men who make 
no profession of religion will say that we should 
have a law to compel men to keep Sunday. 
And when we consider that such a strong or-
ganization as the Woman's Christian Temper-
ance Union, composed of the most zealous 
temperance women in the land, and the Prohi-
bition party, are allied with the National Re-
formers in working for a strict Sunday law, we 
must see that it is highly probable that a senti-
ment will soon be formed strong enough to pass 
the law and inflict its penalties. 

In a republic like ours, public sentiment soon 
becomes law. For example, take the late rebell-
ion. As late as 1860, any one viewing things 
as they then appeared, would not expect the 
manumission of the slaves in five years from 
that time.• Yet the sentiment was already 
formed, and in that brief space the rebellion 
arose and was suppressed, and every slave 
made free. So in this case; there is a large 
corps of workers moulding public sentiment in 
favor of this Sunday law. And as soon as they 
get the matter worked up a little more, they 
can have laws passed to suit them; and the 
dragon voice will be heard, the imago to the 
beast set up, and the mark enforced with all 
the energy of blinded and corrupted religious 
zeal. 

We hope that our readers will carefully con-
sider this question, and see where they stand. 
The prophecy is clear when earnestly and 
prayerfully studied; and those who reject God's 
plain commandment, and labor to enforce a day 
which he has never commanded or made holy, 
will certainly be found at last fighting against 
him. And now, while it is our privilege to in-
form ourselves and choose the right, let us be 
wise and do it, and avoid the fearful conse-
quences of rejecting the word of God. 

A. 0. TAIT: 

SPEAKING of public assemblies, was there ever 
yet a great meeting in which some part of the 
exercises was not wearisome to the majority of 
the listeners? Where two or three are gathered 
together, there always "appears some one who 
thinks the others will be edified by listening 
exclusively to him, and who cannot see that 
they want to hear that other man. The " Spec-
tator " recently heard a somewhat prosy speaker 
consume sixty-five mortal minutes in torturing 
an audience who were waiting to hear another 
man; and, to make it worse, he seemed to think 
the storm of applause which greeted his retire-
ment from the speaker's desk was an exhibition 
of approval and not of relief: Committees of 
arrangements may find it impossible or ungra-
cious to restrain a fluent tongue; but, in justice 
to a long-suffering but patient public, they ought 
to place it at that point in the programme where 
it will work the least harm; viz., the end. 
—Christian Union. 

IT is pleasant to remember that by doing our 
best in our station, however humble it may be, 
we can each serve Jesus just as acceptably as 
those who occupy the most responsible posi-
tions. 
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The Ostrogoths and the Visigoths. 

(Continued.) 
"UNDER the name of judges, Alavivus and 

Fritigern were the leaders of the Visigoths in 
peace and war; and the authority which they 
derived from their birth was ratified by the 
free consent of the nation. In a season of tran-
quillity their power might have been equal as 
well as their rank; but as soon as their country-
men were exasperated by hunger and oppres-
sion, the superior abilities of Fritigern assumed 
the military command, which be was qualified 
to exercise for the public welfare. He restrained 
the impatient spirit of the Visigoths till the 
injuries and insults of their tyrants should jus-
tify their resistance, in the opinion of mankind; 
but he was not disposed to sacrifice any solid 
advantages for the empty praise of justice and 
moderation. 

"Sensible of the benefits which would result 
from the union of the Gothic powers under the 
same standard, he secretly cultivated the friend-
ship of the Ostrogoths; and while he professed an 
implicit obedience to the orders of the Roman 
generals, he proceeded by slow marches towards 
Marcianopolis, the capital of the lower Mmsia, 
about seventy miles from the banks of the Dan-
ube. On that fatal spot the flames of discord 
and mutual hatred burst forth into a dreadful 
conflagration. Lupicinus had invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a splendid en terainmen t, and their mar-
tial train remained under arms at the entrance 
of the palace. But the gates of the city were 
strictly guarded; and the barbarians were 
sternly excluded from the use of -a plentiful 
market, to which they asserted their equal 
claim of subjects and allies. 

"Their humble prayers were rejected with in-
solence and derision; and as their patience was 
now exhausted, the townsmen, the soldiers, and 
the Goths, were soon involved in a conflict of 
passionate altercation and angry reproaches. 

"A blow was imprudently given, a sword 
was hastily drawn; and the first blood that was 
spilt in this accidental quarrel became the sig-
nal of a long and destructive war. In the midst 
of noise and brutal intemperance, Lupicinus was 
informed, by a secret messenger, that many of 
his soldiers were slain and despoiled of their 
arms; and as ho was already inflamed by wine 
and oppressed by sleep, he issued a rash com-
mand that their death should bo avenged by the 
massacre of the guards of Fritigern and Alavi-
vus. The clamorous shouts and dying' groans 
apprised Fritigern of his extreme danger; and 
as he possessed the calm and intrepid spirit of 
a hero, he saw that he was lost if he allowed a 
moment of deliberation to the man who had so 
deeply injured him. 'A trifling dispute,' said 
the Gothic leader, with a firm but gentle tone of 
voice, appears to have arisen between the two 
nations; but it may be productive of the most 
dangerous consequences, unless the tumult is 
immediately pacified by the assurance of our 
safety and the authority of our presence.' 

"At these words, Fritigern and his compan-
ions drew their swords, opened their passage 
through the unresisting crowd which filled the 
palace, the streets, and the gates of Marcianop-
olis, and, mounting their horses, hastily van-
ished from the eyes of the astonished Romans. 
The generals of the Goths were saluted by the 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp; war 
was instantly resolved, and the resolution was 
executed without delay; the banners of the na-
tion were displayed according to the custom of 
their ancestors; and the air resounded with the 
harsh and mournful music of the barbarian 
trumpet. The weak and guilty Lupicinus, who 
had dared to provoke, who bad neglected to 
destroy, and who still presumed to despise, his 
formidable enemy, marched against the Goths, 
at the head of such a military force as could be 
collected on this sudden emergency. 

" The barbarians expected his approach about 
nine miles from Marcianopolis; and on this oc- 

through the secret paths, to the most sequestered 
places, which had been chosen to secure the in-
habitants, the cattle, and the magazines of corn. 
With the assistance of suck guides, nothing 
could remain impervious, or inaccessible; resist-
ance was fatal; flight was impracticable; and 
the patient submission of helpless innocence 
seldom found mercy from the barbarian con-
queror. 

" In the course of these depredations, a great 
number of the children of the Goths, who had 
been sold into captivity, were restored to the 
embraces of their afflicted parents; but these 
tender interviews, which might have revived 
and cherished in their minds some sentiments 
of humanity, tended only to stimulate their 
native fierceness by the desire of revenge. 
They listened, with eager attention, to the 
complaints of their captive children, who had 
suffered the most cruel indignities from the lust-
ful or angry passions of their masters; and the 
same cruelties, the same indignities, were se-
verely retaliated on the sons and daughters of 
the Romans." 

" The imprudence of Valens and his ministers 
had introduced into the heart of the empire a 
nation of enemies; but the Visigoths might 
even yet have been reconciled, by the manly 
confession of past errors, and the sincere per-
formance of former engagements. These heal-
ing and temperate measures seemed to concur 
with the timorous disposition of the sovereign 
of the East; but, on this occasion alone, Valens 
was brave, and his unreasonable bravery was 
fatal to himself and to his subjects. He declared 
[A. D. 377] his intention of marching from An-
tioch to Constantinople, to subdue this danger-
ous rebellion; and, as he was not ignorant of 
the difficulties of the enterprise, he solicited the 
assistance of his nephew, the Emperor Gratian, 
who commanded all the forces of the Wesa. 
The veteran troops were hastily recalled from 
the defense of Armenia; that important front-
ier was abandoned to the discretion of Sapor; 
and the immediate conduct of the Gothic war 
was intrusted, during the absence of Valens, to 
his lieutenants, Trajan and Profuturus, two gen-
erals who indulged themselves in a very false and 
favorable opinion of their own abilities. 

" On their arrival in Thrace, they were joined 
by Richomer, count of the domestics; and the 
auxiliaries of the West, that marched under his 
banner, were composed of the Gallic legions, re- 
•duced indeed by a spirit of desertion to the vain 
appearances of strength and numbers. In a 
council of war, which was influenced by pride 
rather than by reason, it was resolved to seek, 
and to encounter the barbarians, who lay en-
camped in the spacious and fertile meadows 
near the most southern of the six mouths of 
the Danube. Their camp was surrounded by 
the usual fortification of wagons; and the bar-
barians, secure within the vast circle of the in-
closure, enjoyed the fruits of their valor and 
the spoils of the province. In the midst of ri-
otous intemperance, the watchful Fritigern ob-
served the motions, and penetrated the designs, 
of the Romans. He perceived that the num-
bers of the enemy were continually increasing; 
and, as he understood their intention of attack-
ing his rear as soon as the scarcity of forage 
should oblige him to remove his camp, he re-
called to their standard his predatory detach-
ments, which covered the adjacent country. 

"As soon as they discried the flaming beacons, 
they obeyed, with incredible speed, the signal 
of their leader; the camp was filled with the 
martial crowd of barbarians; their impatient 
clamors demanded the battle, and their tu-
multuous zeal was approved and animated by 
the spirit of their chiefs. The evening was al-
ready far advanced; and the two armies pre-
pared themselves for the approaching combat, 
which was deferred only till the dawn of day. 
While the trumpets sounded to arms, the un-
daunted courage of the Goths was confirmed by 

casion the talents of the general were found to 
be of more prevailing efficacy than the weapons 
and discipline of the troops. The valor of the 
Goths was so ably directed by the genius of 
Fritigern, that they broke, by a close and vig-
orous attack, the ranks of the Roman legions. 
Lupicinus left his arms and standards, his trib-
unes and his bravest soldiers, on the field pf 
battle; and their useless courage served only to 
protect the ignominious flight of their leader. 
That successful day put an end to the distress of 

the barbarians, and the security of the Romans; 
from that day, the Goths, renouncing the precari-
ous condition of strangers and exiles, assumed 
the character of citizens and masters, claimed an 
absolute dominion over the possessors of land, and 
held, in their own right, the northern provinces of 
the empire, which are bounded by the Danube.' 
Such are the words of the Gothic historian, who 
celebrates, with rude eloquence, the glory of 
his countrymen. 

" But the dominion of the barbarians was ex-
ercised only for the purposes of rapine and de-
struction. As they had been deprived, by the 
ministers of the emperor, of the common bene-
fits of nature, and the fair intercourse of social 
life, they retaliated the injustice on the subjects 
of the empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus 
were expiated by the ruin of the peaceful hus-
bandman of Thrace, the conflagration of their 
villages, and the massacre, or captivity, of their 
innocent families. The report of the Gothic 
victory was soon diffused over the adjacent 
country; and while it filled the minds of the 
Romans with terror and dismay, their own 
hasty imprudence contributed to increase the 
forces of Fritigern, and the calamities of the 
province. 

" Some time before the great emigration, a 
numerous body of Goths, under the command 
of Suerid and Colias, had been received into the 
protection and service of the empire. They 
were encamped under the walls of Hadrianople; 
but the ministers of Valens were anxious to re-
move them beyond the Hellespont, at a distance 
f'rom the dangerous temptation which might so 
easily be communicated by the neighborhood, 
and the success of their countrymen. The re-
spectful submission with which they yielded to 
the order of their march, might be considered 
as a proof of their fidelity; and their moderate 
request of a sufficient allowance of provisions, 
and of a delay of only two days, was expressed in 
the most dutiful terms. But the first magistrate 
of Hadrianople, incensed by some disorders 
which had been committed at his country-house, 
refused this indulgence; and arming against 
them the inhabitants and manufacturers of a 
populous city, he urged, with hostile threats, 
their instant departure. 

" The barbarians stood silent and amazed, till 
they were exasperated by the insulting clamors 
and missile weapons of the populace; but when 
patience or contempt was fatigued, they crushed 
the undisciplined multitude, inflicted many a 
shameful wound on the backs of their flying 
enemies, and despoiled them of the splendid 
armor which they were unworthy to bear. 
The resemblance of their sufferings and their 
action soon united this victorious detachment 
to the nation of the Visigoths; the troops of 
Colias and Suerid expected the approach of the 
great Fritigern, ranged themselves under his 
standard, and signalized their ardor in the 
siege of Hadrianople. But the resistance of 
the garrison informed the barbarians, that, in 
the attack of regular fortifications, the efforts 
of unskillful courage are seldom effectual. 
Their general acknowledged his error, raised 
the siege, declared that he was at peace with 
stone walls,' and revenged his disappointment 
on the adjacent country. 

"He accepted with pleasure the useful rein-
forcement of hardy workmen, who labored in 
the gold mines of Thrace, for the emolument, 
and under the.lash, of an unfeeling master; and 
these new associates conducted the barbarians, the mutual obligation of a solemn oath; and as 
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they advanced to meet the enemy, the rude 
songs, which celebrated the glory of their fore-
fathers, were mingled with their fierce and dis-
sonant outcries; and opposed to the artificial 
harmony of the Roman shout.. Some military 
skill was displayed by Fritigern to gain the ad-
vantage of a commanding eminence; but the 
bloody conflict, which began and ended with 
the light, was maintained on either side by 
the personal and obstinate efforts of strength, 
valor, and agility. 

"The legions of Armenia supported their 
fame in arms; but they were oppressed by the 
irresistible weight of the hostile multitude; the 
left wing of the Romans was thrown into dis-
order, and the field was strewn with their man-
gled carcasses.  This  partial defeat was bal-
anced, however, ley partial success; ,and when 
the two armies, at a late hour of the evening, 
retreated to their respective camps, neither of 
them could claim the honors, or the effects, of 
a decisive victory. The real loss was more se-
verely felt by the Romans in proportion to the 
smallness of their numbers; but the Goths were 
so deeply confounded and dismayed by this vig-
orous, and perhaps unexpected resistance, that 
they remained seven days within the circle of 
their fortifications. Such funeral rites as the 
circumstances of the time and place would ad-
mit, were piously discharged to some officers of 
distinguished rank.; but the indiscriminate vul-
gar was left unburied on the plain. Their flesh 
was greedily devoured by the birds of prey, 
which, in that age, enjoyed very frequent and 
delicious feasts; and several years afterwards 
the white and naked bones which covered the 
wide extent of the fields, presented to the eyes 
of Ammianus a dreadful monument of the bat-
tle of Salices."—Dec. and Fall, chap. 26, par. 
16, 17. 	 A. T. J. 

(To be continued.) 

" Will God Bring with Him." 

NOT  a few have been confirmed in their faith 
that the righteous dead go to Heaven when 
they die, by this expression. They point to 
1 Them. 4: 14, and say, That proves it. The 
text reads: " For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him." The sub-
ject in this and the following verses is the com-
ing of the Lord and the resurrection of the 
dead. Overlook* the last part of the subject,. 
and seeing only the coming of Christ, it is said, 
How can the mitts come with him when he 
comes, unless they are now in Heaven? This 
inquiry arises from a misapprehension of the 
meaning of the word with in the text. That 
it does not mean laz  company, will appear from 
another text. "Buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with him." Col. 2 : 
12. Here the word with occurs twice, and it 
clearly appears that it cannot mean in connec-
tion, but simply in like manner or resemblance. 
Even so it is in the text first quoted. There 
the death and resurrection of Christ are plainly 
mentioned; and if we but give the word with 
the same meaning, the true sense of the text 
will be clearly seen. Christ died; his saints 
have died; for that is the meaning of the word 
sleep, here used. God raised Christ from the 
dead, and when he (Christ) comes again, God 
will raise his people from the dead in like man- 
ner as Christ was raised. 	E. R. JON ;s. 

IT must ever be remembered that efficient 
activity can spring only from deep heart-relig-
ion. We must first sit at Jesus's feet, and 
then ministry will follow as naturally as the 
harvest follows the sowing.—Presbyterian. 

Jr we desire the respect of others, we must 
first learn to respect ourselves, which we cannot 
do properly so long as we continue to do what 
we know to be wrong. 

Preparation for Prayer-Meeting. 

IT is a real pity that so many prayer-meet-
ings are spoiled which by a very little thought 
and effort could be made intensely interesting 
and helpful. Many times it is the fault of the 
leader. He seems to have made no preparation 
whatever for conducting the meeting. He does 
not know what chapter he wants to read, and 
he turns over half the Bible before he finds one 
with which he is satisfied. He has selected no 
hymns. and, when the time for singing comes, 
he inflicts long pauses upon the meeting while 
he searches nervously through the hymn-book 
for something that will do to announce. Or 
perhaps it is over-preparation which the leader 
brings to the meeting,—too much Scripture-
reading, too long a prayer, quite too much talk-
ing. 

Which of these blemishes is the most hurtful, 
it is hard to decide. To conduct a prayer-meet-
ing well, there should always be preparation, 
and each portion should be brief. The leader 
should know just what he will read, and should 
never read many verses; just what he will sing, 
and should never sing many stanzas; just what 
he will say, and should never speak many min-
utes. Preparation, promptness, brevity, vivac-
city, life, and true devotion, are some of the 
essential elements needed to make a good 
prayer-meeting.—SeL 

"Every Sabbath:" 

` And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, 
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks." Acts 18 :4. 

THE no-Sabbath man can find his theory 
abundantly refuted by reading the Acts of 
the Apostles. The inspired writer repeatedly 
declares that certain things were done upon 
the Sabbath. This could not be true if no Sab-
bath existed at the time. Hence the Sabbath 
had not ceased at the cross, but still existed 
when the labors and travels of Paul were re-
corded. 

Paul was in the habit of preaching on the 
Sabbath day. But it is objected by no-Sabbath 
and first-day-Sabbath men, that Paul did not 
himself observe the "Jewish Sabbath," but only 
preached to the Jews that day, because he could 
then find them assembled. 

Very well. What day of the week was that? 
"All admit that the Jewish Sabbath was the 

seventh day of the week, or Saturday." 
But look at this, friend. Paul abode at 

Corinth a considerable length of time, laboring 
at the trade of tent-making  on  other days, 
while he reasoned in the synagogue every Sab-
bath, persuading both the Jews and the Greeks. 
Mark, the inspired record says " every Sab-
bath." Now if these meetings were held on 
the seventh day, that was the only Sabbath 
existing at that time; for they were held every 
Sabbath. But if the first day was the Sab-
bath at that time, then Paul reasoned in the 
synagogue every first-day, or Sunday. Hence 
the Jews must have changed their day of meet-
ing in the synagogue to the (so-called) "Chris-
tian Sabbath." No one will pretend that this 
was the case. Hence the first day was not 
the Sabbath at this time. 	R. F. COTTRELL. 

Religion in Politics. 

" WE need more religion in our politics," says 
a writer in a new religious paper. If he had 
said, We need less pf politics in our religion, 
the statement would have been clearly on the 
side of truth. While we may not say that true 
religion is antagonistic to earthly laws and gov-
ernments, we do say that the politics of the 
present day are detrimental to the cause of 
Christ, destroying largely the interest in spir-
itual things. 

The political world is most corrupt, and who-
ever, having the spirit of Christ, enters upon 
the arena of political life, must lose that spirit,  

and possess one that is selfish and worldly. No 
politician of to-day can be in possession of the 
spirit and religion of Christ. We do not say 
that no Christian can hold an office under the 
governments of the present time; for it is possi-
ble that somewhere a true Christian may he 
persuaded by the people to accept an office 
which he would not p'blitically seek. Such 
cases, however, it must be acknowledged, are 
not easily found. The multitude of office-seek-
ers makes it necessary for all who obtain offices 
to do those things which the Holy Spirit and 
the gospel of Christ will not sanction. 

What we need is so much of the religion of 
Christ that there will be no desire in our hearts 
to enter upon a political life, or hold offices in the 
Government that are politically obtained. —Se/. 

Blessedness in Mourning. 

A STATE of happiness is not always the state 
of highest blessedness. Our really best days, 
when we learn the most and grow the most, are 
not always nor usually our gladdest days. It 
was our Lord himself who said, " Blessed are 
they that mourn; for they shall be comforted." 
The beatitude is not for those who laugh, but 
for those who weep. The meaning must be that 
God has blessings which he can give only when 
the heart is in sorrow or pain; and that God's 
comfort, which makes the beatitude, is such a 
precious and enriching experience that it is quite 
worth while to mourn that we may gain that 
beatitude. The comfort far more than compen-
sates for the grief; and we cannot get the com-
fort unless we have the grief. One might dread 
the coming of night; but he would never know 
of the glory of the heavens, with their starry 
splendors, if night did not come. And we 
should never see the glorious divine promises, 
nor realize the precious joys and hopes of Chris-
tian faith, if the shadow of sorrow never deep-
ened about us. The child never fully under-
stands the sweetness and gentleness of the 
mother's love, until it is sick or suffering; and 
we can never experience the blessedness of be-
ing drawn close to God's heart, and comforted 
by him " as one whom his mother comforteth," 
if we do not have pain or grief. So it is a 
blessed thing to mourn, just to have God com-
fort us.—S. S. Times. 

Alms at the Temple Gate. 

ROBERT INGERSOLL asked his hearers the other 
evening, whether a poor wretch, arriving in 
town without a dollar in his pocket, would in-
quire the way to a Presbyterian deacon's house; 
and they greeted the sally with immense ap-
plause. He was trying to get off a smart satire 
on the meanness of orthodox Christians as con-
trasted with the generosity of infidels; but he 
missed his aim. Everybody knows that minis-
ters, and other well-known Christian people, 
are the first to be besieged by beggars. I have 
frequently said to these persons, " Why do you 
come here? Why do you always go to minis-
ters' houses ?" The invariable answer is, that 
they think they will be more likely to receive 
sympathy and help there than elsewhere. 

We might retort the question of the jolly 
lecturer, and ask whether a poor stranger was 
ever known to inquire where the infidels of the 
town lived, or whether a person in any sorrow 
was ever known to seek out an infidel to afford 
him comfort. Will the man who goes about 
ridiculing Christianity tell his audience the next 
time he lectures, where they can find an infidel 
hospital, or refuge of any kind for poverty and 
distress, or any society composed of infidels 
which seeks out and relieves the suffering, in 
this country or in any other on the face of the 
earth?—Christian Intelligencer. 

THERE is no short cut to excellence. In ev-
ery department of human achievement superi-
ority and success are based upon toil.—Sel. 
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THE necessity for taking the interpretation of 
figures, symbols, and parables literally, is shown in 
the fact that they who take them "figuratively," or 
"spiritually," have never been able to decide among 
themselves how, or to what, they shall be applied. 
This spiritualizing system, which denies the literal 
interpretation of the scriptures, unsettles every prin-
ciple of true faith, and makes the Bible a mere play-
thing for every man's fancy. This is illustrated in 
their treatment of this very subject we are now 
discussing. We cannot enumerate all the views of 
the spiritual advent, but we will name a few of 
them. 

1. When Christ said he would come again, he 
meant that he would come in judgment upon the 
Jewish nation, which was fulfilled in the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans. This view used 
to be the refuge of Universalism, but for nearly half 
a century past it has been largely advocated by 
those who do not openly indorse Universalism. 

2. He came on the day of pentecost, by the power 
of the Spirit, to set up his spiritual kingdom. 

3. His second coming is in the hearts of his people, 
as our correspondent says. But this is again re-
solved into several theories, as (1) It occurs at con-
version; (2) It is in the perfection of Christian 
graces; (3) It refers to a more complete manifesta-
tion of power in the gospel. 

4. His coming is at the death of his saints, when 
he comes to take their spirits to glory. 

It must be evident to every one that the tendency 
of this spiritualizing system is to befog the Script-
ures. By it the word of God is made to mean every-
thing and nothing. According toit, the plainest 
declarations of the Bible are robbed of their tangi-
bility, and are made the private property of every 
dreamer. Before examining the direct Scripture 
proofs, we will briefly notice these positions. 

1. His second coming was not at Jerusalem's de-
struction; for the prophecies speak of that coming 
after Jerusalem was destroyed. 1 John 3 :2; Rev. 
1:7; 14 : 14; 22 :12; etc. The "great tribulation " 
spoken of in Matt. 24, which some claim was ful-
filled at the destruction of Jerusalem, was not 
connected with the coming of Christ; for the signs 
of his coming were to occur after that tribulation. 
See verses 29, 30. 

2. On that day of pentecost, his work as priest in 
Heaven just commenced; but bis second coming is 
at the close, not at the beginning of his priesthood. 
And there are a great many prophecies or promises 
of his coming which were written after that day. 

3. The assertion that his second coming is in the 
hearts of the people, does not really mean anything. 
It is an accepted law of language that that which 
may be applied to many things, specifies nothing. 
They who put forth this theory, do not, and cannot, 
agree upon its application. 

4. The theory that his second coming is at the 
death of each individual saint, is too absurd to de-
serve a moment's notice. Can a second coming 
occur a million of times? When such vagaries are 
advanced by professed Christian teachers, it is no 
wonder that infidelity prevails; for people will con-
sider themselves justified in rejecting a book which,  

a weighty scripture on a most important 
We are all sorrowing. all mourners; we all 

have dear ones who are asleep. The sympathy of 
Paul was stirred in their behalf, and he left his tes-
timony on record for all bereaved ones. If he would 
not have them ignorant, he will give them informa-
tion suitable to remove their ignorance. If he would 
not that they should sorrow hopelessly, he will lay 
before them the true ground of hope concerning 
their sleeping ones. Let us mark well how he ac-
complishes his purpose. 

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also that sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him." It was " the God of peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus." Heb. 13 :20. 
Our Lord slept in the grave, as our loved ones are 
now sleeping; he was brought from the dead, and if 
they sleep in him, they will be brought with hilt 
from the dead. The word " with " does not relate 
to time in this text, but manner. As Paul said in 
Rom. 6 :4, 5: " We are buried with him by bap-
tism." Not buried at the same time that he was, 
but, "planted together in the likeness of his death." 
A person may be buried in baptism a score of times; 
yet if the Scripture conditions are not met, if he is 
not planted in the likeness of the Saviour's death, 
he is not buried with him. The subject introduced 
by Paul to his brethren in the Thessalonian church 
is that of hope (not yet seen) concerning sleeping 
ones. He continues: "For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord," —this is no fancy, no specu-
lation, no pleasing fable, but something sure as 
Heaven's throne,—" that we who are alive and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
[precede, have any preference or advantage over] 
them who are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from Heaven with a shout, and with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." 
Let the reader note carefully every statement 
by the apostle, and see if this can be fulfilled ex-
cept by the descent or coming of "the Lord him-
self." "And the dead in Christ shall rise first." Not 
first, that is, before the other dead arise; they will 
indeed rise first in that sense, but that is not the 
subject of this scripture. But, we shall not precede 
them in being glorified with our Saviour; they will 
rise first, "then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so [in this manner] 
shall we ever be with the Lord." 

Is this all the instruction he has to offer to assuage 
the grief of those who sorrow for their dead friends?'  
Has he not a word to say about their present bliss in 
"the home of the soul "? Are they not even now 
bright angels before the throne of God? Not  a 
word on these points; but having given them what 
"the word of the Lord" teaches, he closes with the 
admonition: " Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words." 

He proposed to give them instruction to remove 
their ignorance concerning the dead in Christ, and 
to assuage their grief by giving them the true 
ground of hope. And what did his instruction em-
brace? Just these three points: (1) The Lord will 
come; (2) The dead will rise; (3) The living 
(saints) will be caught up together with them, and 
thus they will be forever together and—better than 
all else—with the Lord. We will not tire the pa-
tience of the reader by trying to read into this text 
any of the theories of spiritualizers of the second 
advent. If the Lord himself does not come, and if 
the dead do not arise, and if they who live at that 
time are not caught up in the clouds with the risen 
saints, then Paul neither removed their ignorance, 
nor gave them the ground of hope. Then the sorrow-
ing ones have nothing with which to comfort one 
another. Then they, too, are without hope. And 
this is but the beginning of the difficulties which 
environ these spiritualistic theories; this is but one 
of many texts which are perverted by those theories, 

according to its own expounders, is responsible for This is 
such contradictory and absurd theories. 	 subject. 

The direct proof that the coming of Christ is lit-
eral and yet future, will be seen to be positive, clear, 
and to effectually overthrow all opposing theories. 

John 21:21-23 contains sufficient evidence that 
the death of a saint is not the coming of Christ. In 
answer to a question concerning the apostle John, 
Jesus replied: "If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?" From this the disciples got 
the idea that he would tarry till the Saviour should 
come, and accordingly we read: "Then went this 
saying abroad among the brethren, that that disci-
ple should not die; yet Jesus said not unto him, 
He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till 1' 
come, what is that to thee?" 

Here there is a contrast presented between death 
and the coming of Christ, not only in the belief of 
the disciples, but in the words of the record which 
was written many years after the words were spoken. 
We will number a few evidences that are unmis-
takable in their meaning. 

1. " I came forth from the Father. and am come 
into the world; again, I leave the world, and go to 
the Father." John 16 :28. He did literally come 
forth from the Father and come into the world; and 
he did leave the world and return unto the Father. 
We have no difficulty in understanding his words. 
But again he said: "In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, /wit/ come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also." Admitting, as all do, that he came 
into the world from the Father, and that he re-
turned to his Father, by what rule can we deny his 
declaration that he will come again? We insist 
that it is simply a question of faith, whether we 
will or will not believe his word of promise that he 
will come again. In such a connection, with his 
own word before us, that he came from the Father 
and returned unto the Father, which we know he 
actually did, to attempt to explain, or to interpret, 
his promise that he will come again, is an insult to 
the speaker. 

2. In fulfillment of his word, that he would re-
turn unto the Father, he went with them to Mount 
Olivet, and instructed them concerning things 
future. And thus it is written: "And when he had 
spoken these things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight." Thus his words were fulfilled so far. Now, 
in regard to the promise that he made: "And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white ap-
parel; who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." Acts 1 :9-11. 

Again we say it is only an insult to the speakers 
to ask what these words mean. "This same Jesus," 
not the Roman army; not a representative; not the 
Spirit in man's heart at conversion; not a blessing 
in the hour of death; but this same Jesus whom 
they saw visibly and literally ascend up to heaven, 
"shall so come, in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven." They did not see Titus coming or 
going; they did not see any one converted; they 
did not see any one die. They saw Jesus himself 
literally ascend up to heaven. And Jesus himself— 
the same person—shall in like manner come, visibly 
and literally. Nothing less than this will fulfill the 
words of Jesus and his angels. 

3. Some members of the church in Thessalonica 
had fallen asleep in death, and Paul wrote to in- 
struct and comfort the church. 1 Thess. 4 :13-18. 
Said he: " But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope." 
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(Concluded.) 

A MOMENT'S thought will show any one the folly 
of supposing that the law may be kept in spirit and 
not in letter. Can a man worship gods of gold, or 
stone, or brass, and yet have a proper regard for the 
God that made heaven and earth? Can a man 
blaspheme the name of God, and at the same time 
have perfect love and reverence in his heart? Is it 
possible to wantonly violate the letter of the sixth 
commandment, by taking human life, and yet have 
no trace of enmity, hut only perfect love in the 
heart? Will  a  man deliberately and persistently 
take the goods of others, if he has no covetous de-
sires in his heart? And does not everybody know 
that the committing of adultery is only the out-
ward manifestation of the lust that burns within ? 
There can be but one answer to these questions. 
Even so there can be no spiritual obedience without 
obedience to the letter as well. 

The statement of the wise man, that to keep the 
commandments is the whole duty of man, and of 
Christ, that whosoever shall do and teach them shall 
be called great in the kingdom of Heaven, prepares 
us for the truth stated by the apostle, in Rom. 2 : 
13:— 

" For not the hearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." 

Since to keep the commandments of God is the 
whole duty of man, of course the one who keeps the 
law will be justified; a man can never be justly 
condemned, when he does his whole duty. We will 
not, at this time, inquire just how comprehensive 
the term "the doers of the law" is, nor whether or 
not there are any such. For the present we shall be 
content with the truth, which allows of no exception, 
namely, that "the doers of the law shall be justi-
fied." 

In Rom. 6:23 we read that "the wages of sin is 
death." But if a man never sins, he will never re- 
ceive the 	es herefor, and consequently the doer 
of the la 	ive. And this, again, is no more 
than we fin plainly stated in Rom. 10 : 5: "For 
Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the 
law, That the man which doeth those things shall 
live by them." The man whom the law justifies— 
the one who is really a doer of all its requirements 
—will certainly live. Now it is a self-evident fact 
that when God made a perfect, holy, and just law, 
he designed that all his subjects should obey it. 
And since the law, when it is kept, gives life, we can 
see the force of the apostle's statement, that the 
law "was ordained to life." Rom. 7 : 10. As we 
shall hereafter see more fully, the law was given 
that man might ever keep in harmony with God's 
will, in which condition he must necessarily have 
life. 

There is just one more point which we wish to 
bring out concerning the nature of the law. Let 
the reader mark it closely; for in the future consid-
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oration of this subject it will often be referred to, as 
it really covers the whole ground; upon it every-
thing else depends. David says (Ps. 119 :172), "My 
tongue shall speak of thy word; for all thy com-
mandments are righteousness." This is really noth-
ing more than is brought out in Ps. 19 : 7, and other 
texts; but it leads to another text which materially 
widens the range of our view of the law of God. In 
Isa. 51 :6, we read:— 

"Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon 
the earth beneath; for the heavens shall vanish away 
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a gar- 
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ment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like 
manner; but my salvation shall be forever, and my 
righteousness shall not be abolished." 

Abolish the righteousness of God? of course not; 
but what is the righteousness of God? The very 
next verse tells us of what the Lord, through his 
prophet, is here speaking. We proceed: "Hearken 
unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law." The conclusion to be drawn 
is very evident. The people who know righteous-
ness are they in whose hearts God's law is enshrined; 
they know righteousness, because the law is itself 
righteousness (Ps. 119 :172); and not only is it 
righteousness in the abstract, but it is the righteous- 
nags of God. This is an expression which the apos- 
tle Paul often uses in referring to the law. 

What an exalted idea of the law of God does this 
give us ! To say that it is perfect may convey vari-
ous ideas to different persons, for many would be 
apt to measure the law by their own standard of 
perfection; but when we learn that it is " the right-
eousness of God," we know that it must be infinite 
in its breadth. The law is a transcript of God's 
character, a.  photograph of character which is infi-
nite in its perfection. It is his nature represented 
in words, for the benefit of his creatures, so that 
they may know what is required of them if they 
would be partakers of the divine nature. God says 
to man, "Be ye holy, for I am holy." 1 Pet. 1 :16. 
But without some description of the holiness of God, 
it would be impossible for man to know how he 
should order his life; for "the way of man is not in 
himself; it if not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps." Jer. 10 :23. 

Since the law is "the righteousness of God "—a 
brief yet comprehensive description of his character 
—it may properly be termed the way of the Lord. 
And so in Isa. 55 : 8, 9, we have an additional 
evidence of the exceeding greatness of that law: 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts." The holiness of God's law is just as 
much superior to any goodness that man possesses 
as God is greater than man. The law of God, then, 
is very justly called his way, and since those who 
become acquainted with God by walking in the way 
with him, are at peace (Job 22 : 21), it follows that a 
proper term for the law is, " the way of peace." It 
is the ten commandments, then, to which Paul re-
fers, when, speaking of the universal wickedness of 
mankind, he says: "Destruction and misery are in 
their ways, and the way of peace have they not 
known; there is no fear of God before their eyes." 
Rom. 3 : 16-18. This idea is still further proved by 
Isa. 48 : 18: "0 that thou hadat hearkened to my 
commandment I then had thy peace been as a river, 
and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea." 

The law of God is also called the truth. " Thy 
righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and 
thy law is the truth." Ps. 119 :142. It is the very 
perfection of truth, since it is the expression of 
God's character. This point is brought out in Rom. 
2 :17-20. Paul there says:— 

" Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the 
aw, and makest thy boast of God, and knowest his 
will, and approvest the things that are more excel-
ent, being instructed out of the law; and art confi-

dent that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a 
ight of them which are in darkness, an instructor 

of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which haat the 
form of knowledge and of the truth in the law." 

In that justly celebrated work, "The Life and 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul," by Conybeare and 
Howson, the last clause of the above text is thus 
endered: "Possessing in the law the perfect pattern 
f knowledge and of truth." This accurately de-
cribes the law, which is such a perfect pattern of 
ruth that whosoever follows it will live a life of  

perfect truth. It is because it is perfect truth that 
it enables the one who is instructed in it to "try 
the things which differ" (see margin of verse 18), or, 
as Conybeare and Howson render it, to "give judg-
ment upon good or evil." 

It is impossible for mortal tongue ever to express, 
or even for mortal intellect ever to comprehend, the 
breadth, the beauty, and the perfection of God's law. 
There is in it abundant food for meditation both 
day and night; and the more we learn of it, the 
more we can appreciate the psalmist's glowing de-
scriptions of it, and his exhortations to continually 
study it. But as man, by searching, can never find 
out God, so that he can fully comprehend all his 
attributes, so no man, even when glorified and made 
immortal, can ever exhaust the law of God. On 
earth, as we meditate in the law, we can only ex-
claim, "0 the depth of the riches both of the wis-
dom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are 
his judgments. and his ways past finding out 1" and 
in Heaven, even to the countless ages of eternity, 
as in the glory of his presence we are permitted to 
look with unveiled eyes upon Him whose character 
is portrayed in the ten commandments, our wonder 
will not cease, and we can only join with the angelic 
beings that support his throne, in saying, " Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty." 	E. J. W. 

"The Abiding Sabbath." 

and turned from a plain revelation into fanciful 
words. But Paul spoke by "the word of the Lord," 
and we should be very careful lest we pervert His 
words to our own confusion; for the word of God 
cannot be trifled with by us and we be held guilt-
less. 

Nature of the Law. 

THE late Hon. Richard Fletcher, of Boston, Mass., 
by his last will, established in charge of the trustees 
of Dartmouth College, "a fund from the income of 
which they were to offer, once in two years, a prize 
of $500 for the essay best adapted " to counteract 
"the numerous and powerful influences constantly 
active in drawing professed Christians into fatal 
conformity with the world, both in spirit and prac-
tice." The fifth time of offering the prize fell in 
1883. Accordingly the trustees of the fund and of 
Dartmouth College selected, as the "specific theme" 
of the desired essay, "The Perpetual Obligation of 
the Lord's Day," and offered the five-hundred-dollar 
prize for the best. The committee of award was 
composed of the following gentlemen: "Prof. Will-
iam Thompson, D. D., Prof. Llewellyn Pratt, D. D., 
and Rev. George M. Stone, D. D., all of Hartford, 
Conn." This committee, "after a careful and thor-
ough examination," awarded the prize to an essay 
which proved to have been written by Rev. George 
Elliot, of West Union, Iowa. The essay, entitled 
"The Abiding S:ibbath," appeared in 1884, and was 
issued from the press of the American Tract Society 
in the winter of 1884-5, in the form of a book of 
two hundred and eighty pages. A copy of the work 
has been in our hands some time, for notice, but, 
until now, we have not had time to give it the at-
tention that we desired. 

For more than a quarter of a century, Seventh-
day Adventists have known, have preached, and 
have written, that the Sabbath question would yet 
be the leading question in the United States, not 
alone in religion, but in politics as well; or, as we 
might rather say, in the religio-political form that is 
soon to be given to the American Union. This we 
have known all these years; but, until within a few 
years, our opponents have thought that we were 
counting the Sabbath question of undue importance.  
Now, however, even they are constrained to admit 
that that question is fast assuming the place of first 
importance in the affairs of the country, and so 
confess that we have been only in the right about 
it all the time. Knowing the importance of the 
question, not only in itself, but also because of the 
prominence it is soon to assume in national affairs, 
we shall always endeavor, as far as in us lies, to keep 
our readers informed on the subject in all its bear-
ings. "The Abiding Sabbath," being one of the 
latest as well as one of the most authoritative dis-
cussions of the question as to why we should keep 
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Sunday instead of the Sabbath of the Lord, we ask 
the attention of our readers while we examine the 
the main points of the argument. 

The book is divided into three parts—"Sabbath 
of Nature," "Sabbath of the Law," and "Sabbath of 
Redemption." We shall quote quite largely from the 
first two parts, and that without argument, there 
being in fact no room for argument between us, be-
cause the author of "The Abiding Sabbath," in 
these two parts, proves to perfection the perpetual 
obligation of the seventh-day as the Sabbath, and 
that is exactly what we believe. We ask our read-
ers to carefully preserve his argument on the "Sab-
bath of Nature" and the "Sabbath of the Law," 
which we quote, (1) because it is excellent reading, 
and (2) because we want them to see clearly, by 
what curious freaks of logic it is, that after abso-
lutely demonstrating the perpetual obligation of the 
seventh day, another day entirely is the one to be 
observed. He says most truly:— 

"The Sabbath is an institution as old as the com-
pletion of the world. . . . It shares with marriage 
the glory of being the sole relic saved to the fallen 
race from the lost paradise. One is the foundation 
of the family, and consequently of the State; the 
other is equally necessary to worship and the church. 
These two fair and fragrant roses man bore with him 
from the blighted bliss of Eden. 

"It is not, however, the mere fact of age that 
lends sacredness to these institutions; for years alone 
cannot give consecration or compel regard to any-
thing which does not possess in itself some inherent 
sanctity or dignity. It is in the circumstances of 
its first institution, and in its essential character, 
that we must hope to discover the necessity and 
holiness of the Sabbath day. 

"'God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
because that in it he had rested from all his work 
which God created and made.' Gen. 2 :3. Such is 
the sublimely simple statement which forms the last 
strain of that magnificent hymn of creation which 
is our only glimpse into the beginning of things. It 
is surely consistent with sound common sense and 
sound interpretation to see in these words much 
more than a mere anticipation of the theocratic 
Sabbath of Israel. It seems absurd to express in 
words what some have implied in their reasonings 
on this passage: 'God rested on the seventh day; 
therefore 2,500 years afterwards he blessed and 
sanctified it.' The same form of language is used 
to describe what took place on the seventh day as 
in relating what took place in the six preceding 
days. 

"It is certain that a first reading of this passage 
conveys to the mind the idea that the sanctification 
of the Sabbath as a day of rest took place at the 
very close of the creative week. That such was the 

.case would probably never have been denied, if the 
denial had not been necessary to support a peculiar 
view. Doubt in regard to this proleptic interpreta-
tion is sustained by the recent discovery of mention 
of a day of rest in the Assyrian account of creation, 
which is believed to antedate Moses by nearly six 
hundred years, and the further discovery of the act-
ual observance of a Sabbath in Babylonia long 
before the time of the Mosaic institution. Is not 
God saving his facts, in Egyptian tombs, on Assyr-
ian bricks, and in all historic remains everywhere, 
that, at every crisis of his truth, when even the 
mouths of believers are silenced by the tumult of 
doubt, the very 'stones' may 'cry out'? 

"A special authority attaches itself to the primi-
tive revelation. Whatever critical opinions may 
assert concerning the early history of the world, to 
the Christian the testimony of Jesus Christ remains 
in force to the high obligation of the Edenic law. 
In reproving the corruptions of the marriage rela-
tion which had arisen under the Mosaic code, he 
reverts to the primitive law: 'From the beginning 
it was not so.' That is to say, the law of the begin- 

ning is supreme. Whatever institutions were given 
to man then were given for all time. There is given 
thus to marriage, and to its related institution, the 
Sabbath, a permanent character and authority 
which transcend the Hebrew legislation in their 
universal and binding force. Those elements of 
truth which were given to the infant race, are the 
possession of humanity, and not of the Jew alone; 
they are the alphabet of all the growing knowledge of 
man, not to be forgotten as the world grows old, but 
to be borne with him in all his wanderings, to last 
through all changes, and be his guide up those 
rugged steeps by which he must climb to the loftier 
summits of his nobler destiny. 

"Not to a single race, but to man; not to man 
alone, but to the whole creation; not to the created 
things alone, but to the Creator himself, came the 
benediction of the first Sabbath. Its significance 
extends beyond the narrow limits of Judaism, to all 
races, and perhaps to all worlds. It is a law spoken 
not simply through the lawgiver of a chosen people, 
but declared in the presence of a finished heaven 
and earth. The declaration in Genesis furnishes 
the best commentary on the saying of Jesus: The 
Sabbath was made for man.' For man, universal 
humanity, it was given with its benediction. 

"The reason of the institution of the Sabbath is 
one which possesses an unchanging interest and im-
portance to all mankind. The theme of the crea-
tion is not peculiar to Israel, nor is worship of the 
Creator confined to the children of Abraham. The 
primary article of every religious creed, and the 
foundation of all true religion, is faith in one God 
as the Maker of all things. Against atheism, which 
denies the existence of God; against materialism, 
which denies that this visible universe has its roots 
in the unseen; against secularism, which denies the 
need of worship, the Sabbath is therefore an eternal 
witness. It symbolically commemorates that crea-
tive  power which spoke all things into being, the 
wisdom which ordered their adaptations and har-
mony, and the love which made, as well as pro-
nounced, all very good.' It is set as the perpetual 
guardian of man against that spiritual infirmity 
which has everywhere led him to a denial of the 
God who made him, or to the degradation of that 
God into a creature made with his own hands. . . . 

"While the reason remains, the law remains. 
The reason of the Sabbath is to be found in the fact 
of creation; it is God's one monument set in human 
history to that great event; and so long as the truth 
of creation and the knowledge of a Creator have 
any value to human thought, any authority over 
the human conscience, or make any appeal to human 
affections, so long the law and the institution of the 
Sabbath will abide with lasting instruction and un-
diminished obligation. 

"God reste4the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made.' Such is the record, declared 
in the beginning, embodied in the decalogue, and 
confirmed by the epistle to the Hebrews. It is a 
statement not easily to be understood at the first 
glance. Flast thou not known ? hast thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Crea-
tor of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary ?' 
Isa. 40 :28. If he is never weary, how can we say 
of him that he rests? . . . God is a Spirit, and 
the only rest which he can know is that supreme re-
pose which only the Spirit can know—in the fulfill-
ment of his purpose and the completeness as well as 
the completion of his work. Just as, in the solemn 
pauses between the creative days, he pronounced his 
creatures 'very good,' so did he rejoice over the fin-
ishing of his work, resting in the perfect satisfaction 
of an accomplished plan; not to restore his wasted 
energy, as man rests, but to signify that in the com-
ing of man the creative idea has found its consum-
mation and crown. Such is the rest possible to a 
purely spiritual being—the rest of a completed 
work. 

"There is a still deeper sense in which the exam-
ple of Deity reveals this obligation. Suppose the 
question to be asked, How can we know that any 
precept is moral in its meaning and authority, and 
not simply a positive and arbitrary command? 
What better answer could be given to this inquiry 
than to say that a moral precept must have the 
ground of its existence in the nature of God? Our 
highest conception of the moral law is to regard it as 
the transcript of the divine nature. . . . No more 
perfect vindication of the moral character of a law 
can be given than to show that it is a rule of the 
divine conduct; that it has been imposed upon his 
own activity by that infinite Will which is the su-
preme authority both in the physical and moral 
government of the universe. That law to which 
the Creator submits his own being must be of abso-
lute binding force upon every creature made in his 
image. Such is the law of the Sabbath. 'God 
rested the seventh day,' and by so doing has given 
to the law of the Sabbath the highest and strongest 
sanction possible even to Deity. In no conceivable 
way could the Almighty so perfectly and with such 
unchallengeable authority declare, not simply his 
will in a positive institution, but the essentially 
moral character of the precept, as by revealing his 
own self-subjection to the rule which he imposes on 
his creatures. . . . 

"Its obligation is addressed, not to man's physical 
nature alone, but to man as a spiritual being, made 
in the image of God; it is laid, not only on his 
bodily powers and natural understanding, but upon 
his moral reason as right, and upon his conscience 
as a duty. It is therefore bounded by no limits of 
time, place, or circumstance, but is of universal and 
perpetual authority. . . . 

"The Sabbath is therefore shown to be given in 
the beginning to all men; to have the lofty sanction 
of the example of God; to be rooted in the eternal 
world; to be the witness of the most important 
truths possible for man to know; to be a blessing to 
man's nature; to inclose a duty of worship to God. 
By all these revealings which are given by the in-
stitution at its first ordainment, we are justified in 
believing that it has a moral meaning within it, and 
imposes upon all races and generations of men an 
unchanging and unrelaxed obligation of dutiful ob-
servance." 

We have quoted more than half 	whole first 
chapter; but we have no apology to make. We 
honestly thank Mr. Elliott that he has enabled us 
to lay before our readers so masterly a demonstra-
tion of the perpetual and universal obligation of 
the seventh day as the Sabbath of the Lord. We 
ask our readers to study it carefully; for it is a vin-
dication of principles that are eternal, and that no 
ingenuity of man can undermine. 

Next week, if the Lord will, we shall notice his 
"Sabbath of the Law "—the fourth commandment. 

A. T. J. 

The Lord Pitiful. 

THE Lord will hear. He knows how strong are 
the inclinations of the natural heart, and he will 
help in every time of temptation. Have you fallen 
into sin ? Then without delay seek God for mercy 
and pardon. When David was convicted of his sin, 
he poured out his soul in penitence and humiliation 
before God. He felt that he could endure the loss 
of his crown, but he could not be deprived of the 
favor of God. Mercy is still extended to the sinner. 
The Lord is calling to us in all our wanderings, 
"Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal 
your backslidings." The blessing of God may be 
ours, if we will heed the pleading voice of his 
Spirit. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him." 	E. G. W. 
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Pissionarg. 
Letter from New Zealand. 

WE left Melbourne for New Zealand October 
8, and had a pleasant trip. We expected to 
visit, in about one month, the principal places, 
and establish agencies in each city for the sale 
of our publications, and return to Melbourne. 
This is one of our methods of operating in this 
country. 

At Auckland we met with a class of people 
who in some respects resemble first-day Ad-
ventists in America. They hold the same views 
on the nature of  mpg  and the second coming 
of Christ, but ,differ widely as to the events 
connected with his coming. We were invited 
by this society to present, our views and to set 
forth the difference between us and them. This 
we freely did; and it resulted in a friendly dis-
cussion of the Sabbath question with their pas-
tor for two evenings. He took no new position 
against the Sabbath, unless it was to deny the 
meaning of the word Kadash, rendered sanctify, 
Gen. 2 : 3 (as given by Gesenius and over twenty 
other eminent scholars to which we referred 
him), viz., to appoint. The proof he offered for 
this was, that it was rendered appoint but once 
in the Bible (Joshua 20 : 7), and even in that 
place it is rendered differently in the new ver-
sion. We referred him to 2 Kings 10: 20; Joel 
1 : 14; 2 : 15; Zeph. 1 : 7; Ex. 19 : 12,23, as il-
lustrative of the meaning of the word; but he 
said that as it did not read appoint in those 
places, it did not mean appoint. He claimed 
that the patriarchs could remember the weeks 
without remembering the Sabbath (which was 
the only thing given to mark the weekly cycle); 
that the Sabbath originated in the wilderness 
thirty days before the children of Israel came 
to Sinai; and that it, with the ten command-
ments, was given to the Jews only, and was for 
them to observe now and in the future age. 

Thus this man virtually denied the reason 
which God gave in Ex. 20 : 11 for the observ-
ance of theSabbath: " For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is, and rested the seventh day; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, 
and hallowed it." He also claimed that Matt. 
5 : 17-20; 19: 17; Luke 10 : 25-27; Matt. 24: 
20; James 1 : 23-25; 2 : 10-12; and that portion 
of Romans where the perpetuity of the law 
is taught, refer exclusively to the Jews; that 
Christ brought in all that was necessary (ac-
cordingly the first commandment was given to 
the Christian church through the devil. Matt. 
4 : 10). In response to a question, he acknowl-
edged that he could not find the second com-
mandment; but the others wero all right, he 
said, with the exception of the fourth,—they 
were all there, he reiterated with great assur-
ance, except the Sabbath. 

It is also the position of their pastor (he 
has of late been giving them a brief exposioion 
of the book of Revelation), that the prophecy 
of that book is all consecutive. I did not fully 
understand at what particular point we are at 
the present time in this book. These people 
also hold that in a thousand years in the future 
there will be an opportunity for all to be saved. 
It can readily be seen that this view tends to 
laxity in the morals of the people, as they can, 
if this be true, go on in sin now and be saved 
at last. As rapid a growth in grace cannot be 
expected with people holding such views as 
with those who believe that the present is the 
only time of salvation. This view is a recon-
struction of the temporal mellennium taught by 
Whitby in the sixteenth century. It would be 
unjust, however, to say that all these people 
hold this doctrine, for they do not. In fact, 
there are hardly any two of them that agree 
on all points. There are some worthy members 
among them. 

A few nobly took their stand on the truth; 
one, Edward Hare, who acts as general agent 
for our publications in the north part of New 
Zealand. Already he has taken between one 
and two hundred orders for volume four, "Great 
Controversy." The only way that the truth 
can go forward successfully in this city is by a 
tent being pitched and a course of religious 
discourses given. We trust the seed sown dur-
ing our stay here, which was about five weeks, 
will prepare the way for a tent. 

From Auckland wo went to Kaeo, which is 
160 miles north on the Kaeo River, four miles 
from the bay. The scenery here is delightful, 
the winding paths on the mountain sides and 
through the val! .ys, better adapted for those on 
horse-back and toot passengers than wheeled 
vehicles, forcibly reminded me of the valleys and 
winding paths of. the Alps where the Walden-
ses lived for so many centuries. We remained 
with this people three weeks, and held meet-
ings almost constantly. Of them it might be 
said, as was said of' the Bereans, " They were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily whether 
these things were so." We became acquainted 
with Mr. Joseph Hare, who had been a school 
teacher in the north of Ireland for twenty 
years, and a Bible-reader in one of the churches. 
When they excluded the Bible from the schools, 
he left, and came to this country. He has a 
large family of children and step-children, all 
of whom are teetotalers and only one of them 
uses tobacco. As we became acquainted with 
them, and saw their earnestness to learn how 
to live healthfully as well as to live acceptably 
in God's sight in other respects, also to have 
their children educated in Bible truths, our 
heart was drawn out for them. The entire 
community are a hospitable people. From our 
experience and the Bible record, we believe 
that the fear of God and hospitality are of near 
kin to each other. Their ideas of health re-
form are owing in part to the fact that a few 
years since the Health Wormer found its way 
among them and left its influence. One of 
them that embraced the Sabbath is a young 
man who had preached for the Methodists. 
He sails for America to learn further of the 
truth and the country. We hope he may re-
turn to preach the message to the people of 
New Zealand. 

Quite a number of families at this place took 
their stand on the truth and will hereafter hold 
their meetings on the Sabbath. We know of 
no field where a godly minister and his wife 
by their example and instruction could accom-
plish more good than in this country. The 
night before we left, there was a social meeting 
held at the ball, where about twenty-five of the 
friends met. After taking refreshment they 
spent about two hours in remarks, singing, and 
playing on the organ; when finally Mr. Hare 
senior presented me, with a few appropriate 
remarks, a purse containing a check of no 
mean sum as a token of appreciation of what 
they had heard. We hope to visit them again 
before we return to America, which, according 
to present arrangement, will be in April or May. 
The reports we get from Australia are also en-
couraging. At the last report, twenty-six had 
signed the covenant. We are satisfied that 
God has a people in those colonies, and that the 
time has come for them to have the truth. If 
it was God's order, we would as willingly de-
vote the remainder of our life among this peo-. 
pie as in our native land. We expect to leave 
this week Thursday for Melbourne. There are 
many openings already in this colony for labor. 

S. N. H. 
Auckland, H. Z., Dec. 21, 1885. 

THE Sunday agitation has reached even India. 
A recent paper says: "A movement for securing the 
closing of shops on Sunday is gaining favor among 
the Hindoos of Calcutta." 

A Letter from British Guiana. 

A LETTER received not long since at this office 
from a brother in Georgetown, British Guiana, 
who recently embraced present truth through 
reading the SIGNS, says:— 

" It is with great pleasure that I address you 
on the subject of the cause of Adventism. It 
causes me to rejoice that I, an unworthy child of 
God, should be an instrument in the hand of 
Providence to aid in carrying this last message 
to the world. Even in the once benighted spot 
where I first went on my arrival in British 
Guiana, and spoke a word for the Master, there 
are those who stand up for Christ. 

" This month finds me battling with foes 
without and foes within, having been robbed of 
the amount of $25.00. I am therefore left with-
out money; yet there are some of wilfing minds 
who desire that the truth be established in this 
dark part of the colony.. The demand for our 
reading matter is great. Two in this vicinity, 
together with Brother George Amsterdam, have 
decided to obey the truth. Elder Daniel and 
his wife have also taken their stand on the Lord's 
side. He preached in his church on the evening 
of December 5 a most impressive sermon on 
the Third Angel's Message, to an attentive audi-
ence, thus arousing the people to inquiry. Two 
more orders were received to-day for the SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES. Mr. Daniel will also act as agent 
for the SIGNS. 

" Please send me, by mail, three copies of 
Man's Nature arid Destiny,' and two of each 

number of The Great Controversy.' One of 
these sets is ordered by a minister of the A. M. 
E. Church, who has been convinced of the truth-
fulness of our doctrine. Please continue my 
club of ten SIGNS during 1886. 

" The Lord has begun to work in Georgetown, 
among those of other faiths, and our publica-
tions are much sought atter. Send the word, 
don't fail; for the Lord has gone out before his 
people. To-morrow, Sabbath, December 12, 
we hold our first public gathering for worship 
in this place." 

Labor in Nevada. 

My field of labor during the last two months 
has been at St. Clair, Stillwater, Wadsworth, 
and Reno. As the result of labor performed at 
different times, I had the pleasure of baptizing 
two and receiving the sincere promises of five 
others that they would prepare for baptism in 
the near future. I also received the names of 
two persons on the covenant. Fifty-eight dol-
lars was raised during the holidays for mission 
and church purposes. 

At Stillwater several persons acknowledged 
the truth presented, and one expressed a deter-
mination to live a Christian life. At Wads-
worth a gentleman promised to arrange his 
affairs in such a manner that he and his wife 
might be able to keep the Lord's Sabbath. 

I attended quarterly meeting at Reno, trans-
acted some church business, and held a mission-
ary meeting in which twenty copies of the Sloss 
and thirty of the American Sentinel wore added 
to the clubs already being taken. One member 
was added to the society, and thus the work 
progresses. 

My address, for a number of weeks, will be 
Carson City, Nev. 	G. W. COLOORD. 

How MUCH needless worry and anxiety there 
is in many Christian hearts ! How prone we 
are to forget the infinite supplies in our Father's 
store-house I  0 anxious soul, whether dis-
tressed in reference to spiritual or secular 
matters, trust God—" casting all your care 
upon him, for he caretb for you." "Be careful 
for nothing 	e., have no anxious care], but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God." Study Matt. 1.0 : 29-31 and Luke 
12 : 6, 7. Have faith in God.—Sel. 
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Home Missionaries. 

MANY professed Christians are laying upon 
the foundation-stone, wood, hay, and stubble, 
which the fires of the last day will consume. 
They engage in work that wearies, work that 
occupies golden hours; but it is not work that 
need he done. Their time is occupied, their en-
ergies exhausted, in that which will bring no 
precious returns either in this life or in the future, 
immortal life. What a difference will be seen 
when spiritual work engages the mind, when 
the talents are employed in the service of Jesus! 
The light that he has given us will then shine 
forth in direct, concentrated rays to others. All 
that we do for Jesus will enable us to enjoy this 
life better. Oh that all could see, as I have 
seen, the joy of those who have labored to the 
best or their ability, in humility and meekness, 
to help souls to come to Jesus! Oh, the joy 
that will be realized by the workers when the 
souls saved through their instrumentality ex-
press their gratitude in the mansions above! 
While Christ will be glorified as the only Re-
deemer, there will be an overflowing of gratitude 
from the saved fbr the human instrumentalities 
employed in their salvation. Their gratitude 
to those who rescued them will find expression 
in words like these: "I was pursuing a course 
that was a dishonor and an offense to my Re-
deemer; you manitested a love for my soul; you 
opened to me the word of God. 1 was on the 
brink of ruin; your prayers, your tearful en-
treaties, your earnest interest, arrested my at-
tention. I thought that you must have the 
truth or you would not be so earnest for the 
salvation of others. I read the word of God 
for myself, and found that what you had told 
me was the truth. 1 am saved, and I will praise 
my Redeemer for his matchless mercy and 
pardoning love." 

Those who think they can do but little, should 
improve every opportunity to do that little. It 
may be the smallest link in the longest chain. 
Separated from other influences, it may appear 
of little worth; but in God's great chain of 
circumstances it may be the link which connects 
a soul to Heaven. All can do something if they 
will; but too often selfishness prevents them 
from doing what they might, until the souls 
whom they might have saved, are beyond the 
reach of human effort. Dear brethren and sis-
ters, you need divine enlightenment. When 
you have such a close connection with the 
world's Redeemer es you should have, you will 
be led to make prompt, determined, personal 
efforts to save your fellow-men. 

The future of God's people lies in the present. 
He has given us a time of probation in which 
our fidelity to him is to be tested. It is now 
that the test is being applied. Time, strength, 
means, light, and mental abilities are intrusted 
to us. What use are we making of these gifts? 
How are we standing the test? Do we realize 
that our eternal welfare is determined by our 
present course of action? If we fail to honor 
God here by making a right use of our trusts, 
we would not honor him if taken to Heaven. 
If we prove unfaithful to the lesser respon-
sibilities, how can God put upon us those 
weightier, eternal responsibilities which every 
inhabitant of Heaven must bear? In those 
who are cleansed and renewed, the fruits 
will appear, not only in their confession of 
sins, but in their conduct toward others. If 
any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his. Christ gave himself a sacrifice 
to save perishing sinners. He consented to 
poverty because be could thus best reach the 
poor and the oppressed; he could thus best 
understand their privations and sorrows. It 
was his great love for our souls that led him to 
renounce the enjoyments of Heaven, and even 
the comforts of this life; and if we have his 
spirit in our hearts, it will be manifested in a 
similar earnestness to save perishing souls. The 
measure of Christ's love that we possess, will  

be evidenced by the course we pursue. God is 
testing us to see whether we have chosen Christ 
or mammon as our master. His word plainly 
declares that we cannot serve both. 

Mas. E. G. WHITE. 

Sufferings of the Judsons. 

(Continued.) 
THE next morning, I sent Moung Ing to as-

certain the situation of your brother, and give 
him food, if still living. He soon returned, 
with the intelligence that Mr. Judson and all 
the white foreigners were confined in the death 
prison, with three pairs of iron fetters each, 
and fastened to a long pole, to prevent their 
moving The point of my anguish now was, 
that I was a prisoner myself, and could make 
no efforts for the release of the missionaries. I 
begged and entreated the magistrate to allow 
me to go to some member of Government to 
state my case; but he said he did not dare to 
consent, for fear I should make my escape. I 
next wrote a note to one of the king's sisters, 
with whom I had been intimate, requesting her 
to use her influence for the release of the teach-
ers. The note was returned with this message: 
she "did not understand it;" which was a polite 
refusal to interfere; though I afterwards ascer-
tained that she had an anxious desire to assist 
us, but dared not, on account of the queen. 
The day dragged heavily away, and another 
dreadful night was before me. 1 endeavored to 
soften the feelings of the guard by giving them 
tea and cigars for the night; so that they al-
lowed me to remain inside of my room without. 
threatening, as they did the night before. But 
the idea of your brother being stretched on the 
bare floor, in irons and confinement, haunted 
my mind like a specter, and prevented my ob-
taining any quiet sleep, though nature was al-
most exhausted. 

On the third day, I sent a message to the 
governor of the city, who has the entire direc-
tion of prison affairs, to allow me to visit him 
with a present. This had the desired effect, 
and he immediately sent orders to the guards 
to permit my going into town. The governor 
received me pleasantly, and asked me what I 
wanted. I stated to him the situation of the 
foreigners, and particularly that of the teach-
ers, who were Americans, and had nothing to 
do with the war. He told me it was not in his 
power to release them from prison or irons, 
but that he could make their situation more 
comfortable; there was his head officer, with 
whom I must consult relative to the means. 
The officer, who proved to be one of the city 
writers, and whose countenance at the first 
glance presented the most perfect assemblage 
of all the evil passions attached to human na-
ture, took me aside, and endeavored to convince 
me, that myself, as well as the prisoners, was 
entirely at his disposal; that our future comfort 
must depend on my liberality in regard to pres-
ents; and that these must be made in a private 
way and unknown to any officer in the Govern-
ment ! " What must 1 do," said I, " to obtain 
a mitigation of the present sufferings of the 
two teachers?" "Pay to me," said he, "two 
hundred ticals [about a hundred dollars], two 
pieces of fine cloth, and two pieces of handker-
chiefs." I had taken money with me in the 
morning; our house being two miles from the 
prison, I could not easily return. This I offered 
to the writer, and begged he would not insist 
on the other articles, as they were not in my 
possession. He hesitated for some time; fear-
ing to lose sight of so much money, he con-
cluded to take it, promising to relieve the 
teachers from their most painful situation. 

I procured an order from the governor for 
my admittance into prison; but the sensation 
produced by meeting your brother in that 
wretched, horrid situation, and the affecting 
scene which ensued, I will not attempt to de-
scribe. Mr. Judson crawled to the door of the  

prison,—for I was never allowed to enter,—
gave me some directions relative to his release; 
but before we could make any arrangement, I 
was ordered to depart by those iron-hearted 
jailers, who could not endure to see us enjoy the 
poor consolation of meeting in that miserable 
place. In vain I pleaded the order from the 
governor for my admittance; they again harshly 
repeated, " Depart, or we will pull you out." 
The same evening the missionaries, together 
with the other foreigners, who paid an equal 
sum, were taken out of the common prison, and 
confined in an open shed in the prison inclosure. 
Here I was allowed to send them food, and 
mats to sleep on, but was riot permitted to enter 
again for several days. - 

My next object was te,  get a petition pre-
sented to the queen; but no person being ad-
mitted into the palace who was in disgrace 
with his majesty, I sought to present it through 
the medium of her brother's wife. I had vis-
ited her in better days, and received particular 
marks of her favor. But now times were al-
tered; Mr. Judson was in prison, and I in dis-
tress, which was a sufficient reason for giving 
me a cold reception. I took a present of con-
siderable value. She was lolling on her carpet 
as I entered, with her attendants around her. 
I waited not for the usual question to a suppli-
ant, " What do you want ? " but in a bold, 
earnest, yet respectful manner, stated our dis-
tresses and our wrongs, and begged her assist-
ance. She partly raised her head, opened the 
present I had brought, and coolly replied, 
" Your case is not singular; all the foreigners 
are treated alike." " But it is singular," said I; 
"the teachers are Americans; they are minis• 
ters of religion, have nothing to do with war or 
politics, and came to Ave in obedience to the 
king'S command. They have never done any-
thing to deserve such treatment, and is it right 
they should be treated thus ?" "The king 
does as he pleases," said she; " I am not the 
king; what can I do?" "You can state their 
case to the queen, and obtain their release," 
replied I. " Place yourself in my situation; 
were you in America, your husband, innocent 
of crime, thrown into prison, in irons, and you 
a solitary, unprotected female, what would you 
do?" With a slight degree of feeling, she 
said, "I will present your petition; come again 
to-morrow." I returned to the house with con-
siderable hope that the speedy release of the 
missionaries was at hand. But the next day, 
Mr. Gouger's property, to the amount of fifty 
thousand rupees, was taken and carried to the 
palace. The officers, on their return, politely 
informed me that they should visit our house on 
the morrow. I felt obliged for this informa-
tion, and accordingly made preparations to re-
ceive them, by secreting as many little articles 
as possible, together with considerable silver, as 
I knew, if the war should be protracted, we 
should be in a state of starvation without it. 
But my mind was in a dreadful state of agita-
tion, lest it should be discovered, and cause my 
being thrown into prison. And had it been 
possible to procure money from any other quar-
ter, I should not have ventured on such a step. 
—Lives of the Judson. 

(Concluded next week.) 

How DEEPLY rooted is the feeling that relig-
ion has a chief value with reference to the life 
beyond the grave. This is illustrated in the 
familiar story of the woman who, when asked 
if her sick husband wouldn't like a neighbor-
ing clergyman to call and see him, answered 
promptly, " Oh no he's not so sick as all that !" 
Again it is grimly suggested in the common 
display of the full address of sexton and under-
taker on the outer wall of a city church, even 
where no name of a pastor appears,—in case a 
man wanted help for the living instead of the 
dead. Religion has its bearings on the life that 
to come, but not to the neglect of this life.—Sel. 
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the olommtittarg. 
NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 

The Fiery Furnace. 

(February 7. Dan. 8 : 18-28. 
AT the end of the three years' schooling of 

the Hebrew children, referred to in last week's 
lesson, they were required to undergo an ex-
amination upon what they bad learned. The 
king himself conducted the examination, "And 
among them all was found none like Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore 
stood they before the king. And in all matters 
of wisdom and understanding that the king in-
quired of them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and astrologers that were 
in all his realm." Dan. 1 : 19, 20. 

THEY were found, and were about to be taken 
to execution when Daniel asked to be taken 
to the king. His request was granted, and be 
asked time and he would tell all the king's mat-
ter. Then God showed the thing to Daniel in 
a night vision, and so the whole matter with 
its meaning was shown to the king. " Then 
the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler over 
the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the 
governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 
Then Daniel requested of the king, and be set 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel 
sat in the gate of the king." 

THESE events occurred in the second year of 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, about 603 B. o. 
The event which is the subject of the lesson for 
to-day was about twenty-three years afterward. 
During this time, Nebuchadnezzar had made 
an expedition into Egypt and laid it waste. 
There he had opportunity to see a colossal 
image which bad been set up by Rameses II., 
the " king who knew not Joseph." This im-
age with its pedestal was 115 feet high, and 
weighed 1,200 tons. It is supposed that it was 
in imitation of this image, that Nebuchadnez-
zar erected his, in his ambition to excel in 
things great all surrounding kingdoms. See 
Christian at Work, July 9, 1885, page 651. 

WHEN Nebuchadnezzar had set up his image, 
he "sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all 
the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedi-
cation of the image." Dan. 3 : 2. When they 
had all come, and all was ready, " Then a her-
ald cried aloud" the command that when the 
sound of all the music was heard, all the assem-
bly should fall down and worship the great  

image. Of course Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, being principal officers, were there; 
and also of course they refused to obey the 
king's command. It was told the king imme-
diately, and he called them up and asked them 
about it. Thinking that perhaps it was inad-
vertence, and that they had not intentionally 
disobeyed, he asked them, "Is it true [is it of 
purpose, margin; is it a laid plan, Hebrew] 0 
Shadracb, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship the golden image 
which I have set up?" Then he repeated his 
command to them direct, and he received a 
direct answer in which he learned that it was 
" of purpose," that it was because of a " laid 
plan," that they refused to worship the image 
which he had set up. 

" SHADRACH, Meshach, and Abednego an-
swered and said to the king, 0 Nebuchadnez-
zar, we are not careful to answer thee in this 
matter. If it bo so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that 
we will not serve thy gods nor worship the gol-
den image which thou bast set up." They 
were immediately bound, and were plunged 
into the midst of the furnace, with it already 
heated seven times hotter than it was usual to 
heat it. But they were no sooner fallen into 
the furnace than Nebuchadnezzar was almost 
petrified with astonishment. He cried to his 
counselors, " Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire? " They replied, 
"True, 0 king." But he answered, "Lo, I see 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 
and they have no hurt; and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God." Then they were 
called forth. 

Taus God delivered those who trusted in him. 
And thus he vindicated the principle that, we 
are bound to resist the laws of men, when they 
are against the law or word of God. Daniel's 
deliverance from the lion's den, and the deliv-
erance of the apostles from prison more than 
once, are only additional assertions of the prin-
ciple that, " We ought to obey God rat her than 
men." Acts 5 : 29. This lesson is of vital 
importance to every Sunday-school scholar in 
this Union. For the National Reform Party 
has set itself' to make an image to the papal 
power, and to compel all men, under pains and 
penalties, to worship both the papal power and 
its image, and this in direct violation of the 
plain commandment of God. And each one 
who lives the natural course of life, will be 
called upon, and that soon, to decide for himself 
whether be will " worship Him that made 
Heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fount-
ains of waters" (Rev. 14 : 6-12); or whether 
he will renounce allegiance to God and worship 
the papal power and the National Reform im-
age to it in the United States. The command-
ment of God says, "The seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not 
do any work." In defiance of this command-
ment, and upon the sole authority of the Cath-
olic Church, the National Reformers are going 
to enact a law by which they can compel every-
body to keep Sunday. But, "If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, . • . he shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation. . . . Here is the patience of 
the saints; here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus." 
Rev. 14 : 9-12. 	 A. T. J. 

" BE not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the 
desolation of the wicked, when it cometh; for 
the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall 
keep thy foot from being taken." 

" IF thy children will keep my covenant and 
my testimony that I shall teach them, their 
children shall also sit upon thy throne forever."  

THE SANCTUARY, ITS SERVICE, ETC. 

History of the Earthly Sanctuary. 

(Lesson  5.  Sabbath, February 6.) 

1. How many years before Christ, did Israel 
leave Egypt? 1491. (See Exodus 12, margin.) 

2. How long was it from the exodus to the 
setting up of the tabernacle by Moses ? 

" And it came to pass in the first month in 
the second year, on the first clay of the month, 
that the tabernacle was reared up." Ex. 40: 
17. 

	

3. 	Where was it first located ? Num. 9 : 
1, 5. 

4. How long did it remain in this place? 
Num. 10 : 11, 12. 

5. In what place was it first pitched after 
entering the land of Canaan ? Josh. 4 : 19. 

6. Where was it next located? 
"And the whole congregation of the children 

of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set 
up the tabernacle of the congregation there; 
and the land was subdued before them." Josh. 
18 : 1. 

	

7. 	What finally took the place of the sanct- 
uary that Moses built? 1 Kings 6 : 1, 2. 

	

8. 	Where was this temple erected? 
"Then Solomon began to build the house of 

the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount Moriab, where 
the Lord appeared unto Davjd his father, in 
the place that David had prepared in the thresh-
ing-floor of' Ornan the Jebusite." 2 Chron. 3: 1. 

	

9. 	What remarkable event occurred on this 
spot nine hundred years before? Gen. 22 : 2. 

	

10. 	When did this building cease to be their 
central place of worship? 2 Chron. 36 : 6, 7, 
16-19. (B. o. 588.) 

	

11. 	How long was this captivity to continue? 
"To fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth 

of Jeremiah, until the land, bad enjoyed her 
Sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate she 
kept Sabbath, to fulfill threescore and ten 
years." 2 Chron. 36 : 21. 

12. After the close of this captivity, what 
provision was made for another temple? Ezra 
1 : 1, 5. 

	

13. 	When was the work completed ? 
"And this house was finished on the third 

day of the month Adar, which -was in the sixth 
year of the reign of Darius the king." Ezra 6: 
15. 	(Margin, B. o. 515.) 

	

14. 	What next occurs in the history of the 
sanctuary? (See note.) 

15. What mournful words did our Saviour 
utter with reference to this building? 

" Behold, your house is left unto you deso-
late." Matt. 23 : 38 

16. What miraculous event occurred indi-
cating that the sacredness of the sanctuary 
was fbrever gone? 

"And, behold, the vail of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent." Matt. 
27 : 61. 

17. When and by whom was the sanctuary 
destroyed?-By the Roman army under Titus, 
A. D. 70. 

18. How many years had now passed since 
Moses set up the sanctuary in the wilderness of 
Sinai? 

Note. 
NOTE.-About 500 years after the completion 

of the temple by Ezra, the edifice sadly needed 
repairing. Herod the Great, desirous of ingra-
tiating himself with the Jews, decided to re-
build it. The old one was pulled down to its 
foundation, and the building of the new begun 
B. o. 19. It was completed in A. D. 27. It was 
to•this building that the Jews referred when 
they said to the Saviour at his first passover, 
in the spring of A. D. 28, " Forty and six years 
was this temple in building." John 2:20. Ac-
cording to Haggai's prophecy, the Desire of 
all nations had now come to this temple. 

SHORTLY afterward, king Nebuchadnezzar 
had his dream of the great image, in which was 
represented the course of empire from his day 
to the end of the world. The dream made a 
deep impression on his mind, but he could not 
possibly recall what he had seen. He was so 
exercised in mind over it, in trying to recall it, 
that he could not sleep, and he finally called 
for the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and 
Chaldeans, that they might tell him what he 
had dreamed. Daniel and his three brethren, 
however, were not brought in among these, 
probably on account of their youth. None of 
all these that came could tell the king anything 
at all about what he wanted to know, by which 
he discovered their imposture, and commanded 
that they should be killed. Although Daniel 
and his brethren were by some means over-
looked in the call to gather the wise men before 

cttrerrhig, they were not missed when the offi-
cers went to execute the decree of death upon 
all such. 
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NOTHING- IS LOST. 

NOTHING is lost; the drop of dew 
Which trembles on the leaf or flower 

Is but exhaled to fall anew 
In summer's thunder shower; 

Perchance to shine within the bow 
That fronts the sun at fall of day, 

Perchance to sparkle in the flow 
Of fountains far away. 

Nothing is lost; the tiniest seed, 
By wild birds borne or breezes blown, 

Finds something suited to its need 
Wherein 'tis sown and grown. 

The language of some household song, 
The perfume of some cherished flower, 

Though gone from outward sense, belong 
To memory's after hour. 

So with our words; or harsh or kind, 
Uttered, they're all forgot; 

They have their influence on the mind, 
Pass on, but perish not. 

So with our deeds; for good or ill, 
They have their power scarce understood; 

Then let us use our better will 
To make them rife with good! 	—SeL 

"The Stinging-Tree." 

"How MANY curious things there are in na-
ture " exclaimed Harry Webb, as he threw 
down the paper he had been reading. 

"Yes, indeed !" replied his Aunt Mary. 
"There are many wonderful things in nature. 
But to what do you now especially allude?" 

"I have just seen an account of the stinging-
tree. Please do tell me more about it. Does 
it actually sting?" 

" So it seems, Harry, from all accounts we 
have of it. Though called a tree, the Urticag-
igas is more of a thrifty shrub; for in Australia, 
its native place, where it is very abundant, it is 
found in groves from two to three inches to 
fifteen or twenty feet in height. It is classed 
among the nettles. The leaves are alternate, 
large, and peculiar, from being covered with 
short, silvery hair, which, when shaken, emits 
a fine, pungent dust, most irritating to the skin 
and nostrils. We are told that if touched it 
causes acute pain of the arm, accompanied by a 
burning sensation, particularly in the shoulder 
and under the arm, where small lumps often 
rise. 

" One writer says: The stinging-tree bears 
fruit of a pinkish flesh color, hanging in clus-
ters so inviting that a stranger is irresistibly 
tempted t•o pluck it, but seldom more than once; 
for though the raspberry-like berries are harm-
less in themselves, some contact with the leaf 
is almost unavoidable. The blacks are said to 
eat the fruit; but for this I cannot vouch, 
though I have tasted one or two at odd times 
and found them very pleasant. The worst of 
this nettle is the tendency it exhibits to shoot 
up wherever a clearing has been effected. In 
passing through the wagon tracks cut through 
the scrub, groat caution was necessary to avoid 
the young plants that cropped up even in a few 
weeks.' But, Harry, Providence, who watches 
over all, has caused this plant to emit a disa-
greeable odor, so one by using caution may 
avoid being stung." 

" How very painful the sting must be. Does 
it last long, Aunt Mary?" 

"A considerable time, I should think from all 
I hear. A traveler tells us that at times, while 
shooting wild turkeys in the groves, he has en-
tirely forgotten the stinging-tree until made 
aware of its proximity by its smell, when, look-
ing about, he has unexpectedly found himself in 
a little forest of them. Only once was he stung, 
and but slightly; but its effect, he says, was 
very curious. It left no mark; but the pain 
was maddening, and for months afterward, the 
part, when touched, was tender; also in rainy 
weather or when the spot got wet in washing. 

"Though this stinging-tree leaves a most 
painful effect, it does not kill, as some poisonous 
things do. It is painful enough, however; for 
this same traveler assures us that he has seen 
a man who treats ordinary pain lightly, actu-
ally roll on the ground in agony after being 
stung." 

" Does it torment animals in the same way, 
Aunt Mary?" 

"Yes; horses have been known to become so 
maddened by the stinging-tree as to rush about 
frantic, and on any one attempting to approach 
them, to tear about open-mouthed, ready to 
bite. In some instances they have had to be 
shot. And dogs, too, rush about, whining pit-
eously and biting pieces from the affected part. 
But, strange to say, it does not seem to injure 
cattle, which dash through the scrubs full of it, 
without receiving any damage. This fact is 
well known to all bushmen." 

"I don't think I should like to come in con-
tact with it," said Barry musingly. " It is 
well that it has a peculiar smell of its own to 
warn people of that country away from it." 

" If all understood and took heed to the warn-
ing in time, Harry. But even when told about 
the odor and the effects of the sting, some are 
incredulous, others careless, and do not mind 
the warning. It is just so all over the world. 
There are some who seem utterly unwilling to 
listen to or profit by the experience or warning 
voice of another." 

" Why, Aunt Mary, I should suppose any one 
in his senses, if told how dreadful this shrub is 
likely to sting, if' too near it, would give it a 
wide berth. I'm sure I should, heedless as you 
sometimes say I am." 

"Ah, Harry, that might be; but don't be too 
confident that you are any more certain to heed 
a warning voice than any other person. Just 
see how many people, though warned, dally 
with the wine-cup. It not only has a strong 
odor of its own, but the Bible, our guide through 
life, tells all who will listen: Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth 
its color in the cup, when it moveth itself' 
aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder.' 

" Here you see, dear Harry, is a full warning, 
so that all who persistently partake of it know 
that at last it will sting like an adder, and in so 
doing destroy both soul and body. The imme-
diate effects are not so great as from the sting-
ing-tree, or a living serpent, but worse in actu-
ally destroying the human form." 

Harry for a moment seemed to be in deep 
thought, then looking up to his Aunt Mary, he 
said with much emotion,— 

"Aunt Mary, 1 shall not forget the account 
you have just given me of the stinging-tree, 
nor of that which stingeth like an adder, and 
is, as you say, still worse in its effects. And I 
shall try to steer clear of it all my life." 

"And warn others from it, too, my dear boy, 
as you would from some deadly poison. 'None 
liveth unto himself;' we all have a work to do, 
and must ever strive by precept and example 
to accomplish what we can while here in the 
Master's vineyard."—J. K. Bloomfield, in N. Y. 
Observer. 

Good Breeding. 

THE importance of good breeding cannot well 
be overestimated. But what is good breeding? 
This is hardly to be understood as synonymous 
with good manners, though certainly involving 
them. Nor is it quite the same thing as ex-
emplary or agreeable behavior, though likely 
to insure it. Good manners, polished behavior, 
is always the product of practice, discipline, 
perfection herein being reached only when 
these manners become habitual, natural, and 
instructive. 

True courtesy, meanwhile, involves some-
thing deeper than mere motions or manners. 
It has its seat in the heart, its root in the moral  

nature. Fundamentally, it consists in an. in-
ward, kindly, neighborly, and tender feeling 
towards every one; an interest in, and a de-
sire to promote, everybody's welfare. Genuine 
courtesy, in a word, is born of love, springs from 
a benevolent disposition, a brotherly, chivalric 
impulse. 

But what is good breeding? It consists in 
this inward principle of will, and the out-
ward habit of graceful demeanor combined; 
it consists of the aforesaid inward gracious 
impulse, rooted in the heart, and finding 
natural oatward expression, or interpretation, 
through that disciplined elegance of deportment 
of which I have spoken. To the inward im-
pulse, or sentiment, duly awakened, the out-
ward, educated habit naturally and instinctively 
responds; and we have the deportment or car-
riage of the truly polished, or accomplished 
gentleman or lady. 

These twin principles, the inward nurture 
and the outward culture or training, working 
together, underlie what, in the highest sense, is 
to be understood as good breeding.—Northern 
Christian Advocate. 

The Bottom Drawer. 

EVERY word of unkindness, every unfair, 
hard judgment, every trembling regard of the 
outward, and fearless disregard of the inward 
life, is a siding with the spirit of evil against 
the spirit of good. 

IT is the silent things, the unconscious influ-
ence of our lives, that make the deepest and 
most lasting impressions, and not the things that 
make most noise and that men observe and talk 
the most about. 

I SAW my wife pull out the bottom drawer of 
the old family bureau this evening, and I went 
softly out and wandered up and down until I 
knew she bad gone to her sewing. We have 
some things laid away in that drawer which 
the gold of kings could not buy, and yet they 
are relics which grieve us both until our hearts 
are sore. I haven't looked at them for a year, 
but I remember each article. There are two 
worn shoes,  a  little chip hat with part of the 
rim gone; stockings, trousers, and a coat, two 
or three spools, bits of broken crockery, a whip, 
and several toys. Wife—poor thing—ge,aa 
the drawer every day of her life and prays 	 
over it, and lets her tears fall on the precious 
articles; but I dare not go. 

Sometimes we speak of little Jack, but not 
often. It has been a long time, but somehow 
we can't get over grieving. - He was a burst of 
sunshine in our lives, and his going away has 
been like covering our every-day existence with 
a pall. Sometimes when we sit alone even-
ings, I writing and she sewing, a child on the 
street will call as our boy used to, and we will 
both start up with a wild hope, only to find the 
darkness more of a burden than ever. It is so 
still and qfiiet now. I look up to the window 
where his blue eyes used to sparkle at my com-
ing; but he is not there. I listen for his pat-
tering feet, his merry shouts, and his ringing 
laugh; but there is no sound,—no one to climb 
over my knee, no one to search my pockets and 
tease for presents, and I never find the chair 
turned over, the broom down, or a rope tied to 
the door knob. 

I want some one to tease me for my knife; 
to ride on my shoulders; to lose my ax; to fol-
low me to the gate, and to be there when I 
come home; to call " good night, papa;" for the 
little bed is now empty;—and wife misses him 
still more. There are no little feet to wash, no 
prayers to say, no voice teasing fbr a  lump of 
sugar, or sobbing with pain of  a  hurt toe; and 
she would give her own life, almost, to wake 
at midnight and look across to the crib and see 
our boy, as she used to.—Set. 
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Remarkable Memories. 

A Cheerful Home. 

A SINGLE bitter word may disquiet an entire 
family for  a  whole day; one glance cast a gloom 
over the household; while  a  smile, like a gleam 
of sunshine, may light up the darkest hours. 
Like unexpected flowers, which spring up along 
our path full of freshness, fragrance, and beauty, 
so do kind words and gentle acts and sweet 
dispositions make glad the home where peace 
and harmony dwell. No matter how humble 
the home; if it be thus garnished with grace 
and sweetened with kindness and smiles, the 
heart will turn lovingly toward it from all the 
tumults of the world. Toward the cheerful 
home the children gather "as clouds and as 
doves to the window." 

And the influences of homes perpetuate them-
selves. .The gentle grace of the mother lives 
in the daughter long after her head is pillowed 
in the dust of the earth; and fatherly kindness 
finds its echo in the nobility and courtesy of 
sons who come to wear his mantle and fill his 
place. 

The class of men that disturb and disorder 
and distress the world are not those born and 
nutured amid the hallowed influences of Chris-
tian homes, but rather those whose early life 
has been amid scenes of trouble and vexation; 
who started wrong in the pilgrimage, and whose 
course is one of disaster to themselves and 
trouble to those around them.—Sel. 

I MORE than doubt whether, until our small 
services are sweet with divine affection, our 
great ones, if such we are capable of; will ever 
have the same Christian flavor about them. 
—MacDonald. 

REMEMBER yon have not a sinew whose law 
of strength is not action; you have not a faculty 
of body, mind, or soul whose law of improve-
ment is not energy. 

HE who waits to do a great deal at once, will 
never do anything. 

taltit and atutptrance. 

Tobacco, King of Hard Times. 

IN its annual trade review the Chicago Inter-
Ocean says that " although tobacco is really 
classed among the luxuries, yet its use has be-
come so general and the habits of smoking and 
chewing so fixed, that it is considered and treated 
as a necessity by a large majority of consumers. 
Hence its sale is less affected by hard times than 
many other lines of goods, the only class to suf-
fer being fine brands of chewing tobacco and 
high-priced cigars." 

By this showing, it appears that the most 
selfish, offensive, and enervating habit that 
ever set the brand of filth upon the garments 
and its stench upon the breath of an enlight-
ened people has risen proudly superior to a 
general stagnation in business, and made a sat-
isfactory record in the trade of one of the dull-
est of years. What little stretch of economy 
was made in the direction of this necessity of 
civilized existence was not forced upon laboring 
men, whose outcry of meager wages and lack 
of employment resounded from one end of the 
country to the other. No; it was the bosses in 
the financial world who were forced into re-
trenchment in tobacco. 

The year 1885 voiced many a complaint of 
labor against corporate power, charging that it 
sought to reduce wages to a point that would 
deprive the working man of the barest comforts 
of life; but it seems that all the force of organ-
ized capital was not able to take from the la-
borer the gentle solace of his pipe or the su-
preme comfort of his quid. Labor strikes 
abounded; strikes against proposed reduction 
of wages and strikes for advance; strikes to 
compel the discharge of objectionable men and 
strikes because of the discharge of favorites; 
strikes on railway and street-car lines, and in 
iron mills and cotton factories; strikes against 
labor-saving machines and against cheap for-
eign labor. In the aggregate an enormous 
amount of wages was lost because unearned, 
and in hundreds of homes the most abject pov-
erty ruled; but the incense from the tobacco-
pipe never ceased to ascend, and the laborer 
continued to expectorate as freely as when 
work was plenty and wages were good. 

Children, we are told, went supperless to bed, 
and from lack of books and clothing, were un-
able to accept the proffer of free education, and 
families suffered for coal; but the pipe was by 
extra exertion kept warm. Such luxuries as 
sugar, butter, syrup, and meat had to succumb 
in many a working man's home to the inexora-
ble demand of hard times; but when it came to 
the actual necessities, the down-trodden laborer 
produced his plug and pipe, and was consoled. 

Not only was the devotee of tobacco—of' the 
cheap grades—not reduced to the dire extrem-
ity of want, in conjunction with this- prime 
necessity, but he even, as the records show, 
scorned economy therein. It was his oppressor, 
the man of means, perhaps even the odious cor-
poration shark, who was forced to retrench 
upon quality, and substitute for his luxury of 
fine-cut the rank plug that is the poor man's 
solace. Let no one think that the laboring 
class of this favored country is entirely bereft 
of comfort, so long as the tobacco sales of a 
dull financial year report an increase of from 
5 to 20 per cent. on all of the cheaper grades. 
Coal is a luxury, upon which the family can 
afford, in a financial pinch, to economize. 
School books can be dispensed with. Clothing 
can be patched and turned and made to do 
double duty by deft fingers in the poorest home. 
Soup-houses can be resorted to if the pinch sets 
sharp enough; but tobacco reigns through all, 
king of hard times.—Sel. 

TEMPERANCE is one of the Christian graces. 

Health and Temperance. 

HEALTH and temperance are words often as-
sociated together; and these qualities naturally 
go together, because there is a natural relation 
between them. But the natural order is, tem-
perance first, and health as the result. The 
true order of qualities in the work of the refor-
mation of our race is, faith, courage, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kind-
ness, charity. 

Without faith in the work we undertake, 
nothing good will be accomplished. Faith in-
spires courage, the second necessary qualifica-
tion. But blind faith and fool-hardy courage 
will not answer the purpose. Knowledge is 
necessary to direct our efforts. A knowledge 
of the organization of our being and of our 
relation to surrounding objects, their adapta-
tion to our use, or, otherwise, of their hurtful 
tendencies, lays the foundation for true temper-
ance. Temperance leads to health and patient 
endurance; the want of it is disastrous in these 
respects. These stops lead on to godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and charity; and these pre-
pare a person for the finishing touch of immor-
tality,—the perfect reformation and restoration 
of man to temperance, health, and happiness 
forever. 	 R. F. COTTRELL. 

Malt Liquors. 

IT is very probable that were the claim to be 
made that the people of the United States con-
sume a greater quantity of liquors per capita 
than those of any other nation, it would be sus-
tained by official facts and figures. The report 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for 
the year closed June 30, places the consumption 
of malt liquors for that time at 17,573,723 bar-
rels, an increase over the figures of the preced-
ing year of 1,147,673 barrels. Reducing the 
reported consumption of last year to gallons, 
gives 702,948,920 gallons as the quantity of 
malt liquors consumed in the United States 
during the twelve months. On the basis of the 
canvass of population for 1880, the consumption 
of malt liquors per capita was over fourteen 
gallons; and if it be assumed that the entire 
quantity was drunk by the male population 
alone, the figures would give over twenty-eight 
gallons for the consumption of every man and 
male child in the United States. If the calcu-
lation be based on an estimate of 55,000,000 as 
the present population of the United States, it 
will be found that our consumption of malt 
liquors for the period stated was equal to a frac-
tion over twelve gallons for every man, woman, 
and child, in the country. 

Here is a gigantic sin, in the guise of a per-
sonal enjoyment, from which the temperance 
people seek to cleanse our land. May they suc-
ceed l—Sel. 

Slow Eating. 

THE idea of rest and recreation and delibera-
tion in eating, no longer occupies the thought 
of the American boy, much less of the business 
man. Yet the power of life depends as much 
upon this as upon any one conduct of life. A 
thorough digestion not only leaves the mind 
clear and the nervous system placid, but so pro-
vides the physical and mental machinery with 
its propelling power as to make thought as nat-
ural as if it were a phy4ical function. It is not 
difficult to see in the work, as well as in the 
writings of some men, the traces of a bad phys-
ical condition. Emerson overstated the case 
when he stated that the sick man is on the road 
to rascality, but, nevertheless, did indicate what 
is true, that a man in a chronic state of embar-
rassed digestion is out of gear with himself and 
the rest of mankind. We believe that the foun-
dation of many an incapacity is laid in this want 
of quiet, deliberate eating.—The Independent. 

THERE was a Corsican boy who could rehearse 
forty thousand words, whether sense or non-
sense, as they were dictated, and then repeat 
them in the reversed order without making a 
single mistake. A physician, about sixty years 
ago, could repeat the whole of "Paradise Lost," 
without a mistake, although he had not road it 
for twenty years. Euler, the great mathemati-
cian, when he became blind, could repeat the 
whole of Virgil's "/Eneid," and could remember 
the first line and the last line on every page of 
the particular edition which he had been accus-
tomed to read before he became blind. 

One kind of retentive memory may be consid-
ered as the result of sheer work, a determination 
toward one particular achievement without ref-
erence either to cultivation or to memory on 
other subjects. This is frequently shown by 
persons in humble life in regard to the Bible. 
An old beggarman at Stirling, known about 
fifty years ago as "Blind Alick," afforded an 
instance of this. He knew the whole of the Bi-
ble by heart, insomuch that, if a sentence was 
read to him, he could name the book, chapter, 
and verse; or, if the book, chapter, and verse 
were named, he could give the exact words. 

A gentleman, to test him, repeated a verse, 
purposely making one verbal inaccuracy. Alick 
hesitated, named the place where the passage 
was to be found, but at the same time pointing 
out the verbal error. The same gentleman 
asked him to repeat the nintieth verse of the 
seventh chapter of the book of Numbers. Alick 
almost instantly replied: " There is no such 
verse. The chapter has only eighty-nine ver-
ses." Gassendi had acquired by heart six thou-
sand Latin verses; and, in order to give his 
memory exercise, he was in the habit daily of 
reciting six hundred verses from different Ian- 

-----ga4es. Toronto Globe. 
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Unsubdued. 

IT is written that the carnal mind is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be. 
It is a palpable fact that many persons, some of 
whom have named the name of Christ, have 
never been brought into real subjection to the 
law of God. They have yielded a formal or 
feigned obedience, but in reality they are their 
own masters. They say, "Lord, Lord," but 
they do not the things which the Lord com-
mands. They have openly confessed him to 
be their Master; but they have done it with so 
many provisos and mental reservations that in 
truth they have never been ruled by the law 
and mind of Christ. 

Our Redeemer is exalted to the right band of 
God, to be " a Prince " as well as " a Saviour;" 
and the apostle says: "Let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God bath made that 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ." Acts 2 : 36. He is thus not only 
the Christ, the anointed Saviour, but he is the 
Lord, the Ruler who claims the right to rule 
and control the thoughts, and words, and acts 
of the sons of men. And there is no real sub-
jection to him until this fact be appreciated and 
acted upon; and then, having taken Christ's 
yoke upon us and learned of him, we find rest 
to our souls, because his yoke is easy, and his 
burden is light. But so long as there is insub-
ordination, so long as the subjection is a matter 
of form, so long as persons only yield feigned 
obedience and practically refuse to acknowledge 
him as their Lord and Master, and the Ruler of 
all their lives, so long they are unsubdued, and 
hence the struggle and conflict must go on. 
When persons are ready to take him, not only 
as their Saviour, but as their Master, and are 
as willing to receive his commands as they are 
to accept his promises and his blessings, then 
it will be well with them. But to this day 
there are multitudes who acknowledge Christ as 
Ruler, and still obey men rather than God, and 
their inquiry is not, " What will please the 
Lord?" but, " What is in accordance with the 
usages, customs, methods, and manners of the 
people ?" 

There are some who openly acknowledge 
Christ as a leader, but who still are led by 
men, and often in ways which conscience does 
not approve, and which the command of Christ 
forbids. 

There are some who acknowledge Christ as 
Teacher, but who still receive for doctrines 
commandmentti of men, and take heed to what 
human leaders have prescribed, rather than to 
what God has ordained and appointed. 

The Lord desires the unity of his people, but 
men labor to separate and disunite them. The 
Lord desires his children to be separated from 
the world; but in many instances those who 
have named his name still mingle in all the 
pleasures, follies, vanities, fashions, and enjoy-
ments which the world affords. Christ calls up-
on his people to deny themselves, and take up 
their cross, and follow him. But many do not 
deny themselves, they do not take up the cross, 
they do not follow Christ; and still they call 
themselves by his name while following the 
devices of their own hearts. 

The great difficulty with such persons is, they 
are not in subjection to the will and the word of' 
the living God. They are unsubdued, uncon- 
quered. They have never fully settled it that 
Christ is their Master. They are willing that 
he should save them, but they are not willing 
that he should rule them. But if he is our 
Saviour, be must be our Ruler. If we desire 
his rest, we must take his yoke. if we are to 
partake of the blessing of his great salvation, we 
are to be conquered by him, so subdued that 
our whole lives shall be brought into subjection 
to his will; so that not only our acts, but also 
our thoughts shall be under his supreme con-
trol, brought into captivity to Christ, and held 
in sweet subjection to him.—Sel. 

aims anti aides. 
RELIGIOUS. 

—The new British Parliament will have more 
than eighty Catholic members. One of them is from 
Scotland, the first returned from that country since 
the Reformation. 

—Protestant missionaries have gained a foothold 
in Corea, a country which was long closed against 
the gospel. A colporter who has been laboring two 
years in Seoul, the capital, reports seventy men de-
sirous of joining a Christian church, and one in 
another city reports twenty. 

—As the Russian dissenters from the Greek 
Church are strictly forbidden to print any books in 
Russia, they have recently opened a large printing 
office in Roumania. A number of pamphlets have 
been published there, defending the dissenters 
against the attacks of the orthordox church. These 
pamphlets are having a large circulation in Russia, 
to the consternation of the clergymen of the estab-
lished church. 

—It is stated on the authority of statistics pub-
lished by the Biblical Institute of Stuttgart, that 
there are twenty-six Bible societies in Germany, 
besides numerous branch associations and the three 
agencies of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
During the past year, these societies have sold and 
given away 515,062 copies of the Bible; and since 
the work commenced in 1712, 19,914,316 copies have 
been distributed. The estimated circulation of the 
Scriptures in the whole world since the beginning 
of the present century, is 200,000,000 copies. Of this 
number, 120,000,000 copies are placed to the credit 
of the British, 50,000,000 to the American, and 30,-
000,000 to all the other Bible pocieties. During the 
past year, these various societies disposed of over 
1,500,000 Bibles. 

—The London Truth gives currency to an " edify-
ing anecdote" of a vicar of the Church of England. 
He receives an income of £1,500 a year, out of 
which he used to pay a curate £20 a year for doing 
nearly all the work of his parish. The curate asked 
,o have his salary raised to £25, and was promptly 
dismissed. The vicar then found another curate 
who offered his services for nothing, on condition 
that he was allowed to live in the vicar's house. 
Being an absentee, the vicar agreed; and subse-
quently, when the new curate asked for a small sal-
ary, the worthy parson magnanimously consented 
to let him take in lodgers. This is entirely charac-
teristic of the way livings are disposed of in the 
Church of England. It is no wonder that the pres-
ent Parliament, contains more than two hundred 
members who are in favor of disestablishment in 
England, Wales, and Scotland. 

—Bismarck invited the pope to arbitrate between 
Germany and Spain in reference to the Caroline 
Islands. The pope accepted the honor with many 
thanks. Then Leo conferred decorations of the Or-
der of Christ on Prince Bismarck and the Prussian 
Minister to the Vatican, and Emperor William re-
turned the compliment by decorating the Cardinal 
Secretary of State and his assistants. And now the 
pope, ever watchful and alert to advance Catholic 
interests, thinks he may venture to ask a favor. So 
he has petitioned the Emperor to grant Catholic 
missions in German colonies the same rights that 
Protestant missions enjoy. But Emperor William 
will not allow French Jesuit missionaries in his 
newly annexed colonies in Western Africa, well 
knowing that these French Jesuits are always trou-
blesome political intriguers. The request, as a lead-
ing religious paper says, "is characteristic of Rome, 
which always seeks and demands freedom of wor-
ship,' except where it has full and sole control." 

SECULAR. 

—The damage to the vegetable crop in Frorida 
by the recent cold snap is estimated at $500,000. 

—Kossuth thinks that a war between Austria and 
Russia for supremacy in the Balkan Peninsula is 
impending. 

—Marie Augustine, a colored woman, died in New 
Orleans, January 15, at the age of 125 years. She 
was born in Africa, and was brought to this country 
as a slave when she was twenty years old. 

—Five persons, members of one family, have died 
recently from trichinosis, in the vicinity of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., and fears are entertained for the lives of 
the three remaining members of the family. 

—The French vintage returns, which have just 
been published, show that the vintage of 1885 is 20 
per cent. below that of 1884. 

—The Government of Madagascar has consented 
to have a French Minister Resident at the capital 
attended by a French guard. 

—Over three thousand new buildings were erected 
in Minneapolis, Minn., during the past year, the 
entire cost aggregating nearly $10,000,000. 

—The Edmunds Anti-Mormon bill has passed the 
Senate. The Mormons have employed a strong 
lobby to defeat it in the House if possible. 

—The farmers and peasants of Germany are peti-
tioning the Government for the restoration of silver 
currency, and against the single gold standard. 

—Quite a sharp rivalry exists between German 
and English capitalists as to which shall have the 
construction of the new railroads to be built in 
China. 

—English papers state that $1,000,000,000 of 
Irish property, and $500,000,000 of Irish mortgage 
bonds are substantially owned by Englishmen. 
This fact greatly complicates the difficulties of the 
Irish question. 

—An explosion in a coal mine at Newburg, W. 
Va., January 21, imprisoned thirty-nine miners. 
Three of the bodies have been recovered. Explosive 
gas is still present in the mine in large volume, and 
there is danger of another explosion. 

—During the last thirty years, wars among 
"Christian nations" have cost the lives of two mill-
ion men, and the expenditure of $15,000,000,000, a 
sum too great to be fully realized. The yearly ex-
penditure of these nations on standing armies is 
$2,500,000,000. 

—A writer in the Overland Monthly states that 
there are now in this country about five thousand 
public libraries of three thousand voludies or more. 
These contain in the aggregate, at least thirteen 
million books, and are maintained at an annual 
cost of not less than $1,500,000. 

—When the French invaded Madagascar, they 
probably expected an easy triumph over a weak and 
helpless country. But a letter from Antanarivo, 
the capital city, to an English paper, gives 
count of two battles in which the French were 
utterly defeated, and compelled to retreat before the 
victorious Hovas. 

—A gentleman connected with the National Bu-
reau of Statistics, on returning from a visit to the 
Western Territories, said that the Mormons of Utah 
regard the United States as their greatest enemy, 
and the smouldering fire of an armed conflict be-
tween them and the Government is held in check 
only by the troops at Camp Duglass. 

—An enormous haystack at Lemberg, Bavaria, 
which had been the resort of homeless wanderers, 
burned down recently while an unusually large num-
ber were sleeping beneath its shelter. Twenty dead 
bodies have been taken from the ruins, and it is be-
lieved that many others perished. The haystack 
probably took fire from the ashes of a pipe. 

—An insurrectionary movement under native 
princes in Burmah is daily gaining in strength. A 
son of the king has ten thousand armed men under 
his command. British troops sent out to reconnoiter 
have returned to Mandalay with the loss of several 
men killed or wounded in a skirmish with the 
Dacoits. Much uneasiness prevails regarding the 
situation. 

—The Mormons residing in Pima County, South-
ern Arizona, are asking the Governor for arms 
on the ground that they want to defend them-
selves from the Apaches. As the Mormon colony is 
known to have always been friendly to the Apaches, 
frequently supplying them with food and horses, it 
is believed that their design is to secure the arms 
for the hostile Indians. 

—Last week was a week of storms throughout a 
large part of California. On Wednesday, in San 
Francisco, the storm became a hurricane. Much 
damage was done in the way of unroofing and 
demolishing houses, etc., and all day telegraphic 
communication was entirely cut off. In many local-
ities destructive floods are reported, and in some 
cases, persons have been killed or seriously injured.  

—A telegram from Truckee, Nev., January 19, 
states that for two days a furious storm had been 
raging there. The snow was nearly six feet deep on 
the plaza, and was still falling. The wind was high, 
and in some places the drifts were twenty-five feet 
deep. January 21, 22, one of the worst blizzards 
known among the railroads for years was raging in 
Minnesota. At St. Vincent the thermometer was 
57 degrees below zero. 
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Waiting for What? 

MANY are to be found in our churches who 
know the truth and approve it. They mean 
one day to be decided followers of Christ; but 
at present something hinders them. Is this 
your state of soul? Listen to me while I press 
upon your conscience a simple question. Do 
not turn away from it; sit down and answer it 
if you can: What are you waiting for? 

Are you waiting till you are sick and nigh 
unto death? Surely you will not tell me that 
is a convenient season. When your body is 
racked with pain,—when your mind is distracted 
with all kinds of anxious thoughts,—is this a 
time to begin the mighty work of acquaintance 
with God? 

Are you waiting till you have leisure? And 
when do you expect to have more time than 
you have now? Every year you live seems 
shorter than the last; you find more to think 
of or to do, and less power and opportunity to 
do it. And, after all, you know not whether 
you may live to see another year. Boast not 
yourself of to-morrow—now is the time. 

Are you waiting till your heart is perfectly fit 
and ready ? That will never be. It will al-
ways be corrupt and sinful—a bubbling fount-
ain, full of evil. Delay not; better begin as 
you are. 

Are you waiting till the devil will let you come 
to Christ without trouble? That will never be. 
If you would be saved, you must fight for it. 

Are you waiting till the gate is wide open? 
That will never be. It will not alter. It is 
wide enough for the chief' of sinners, if he 
comes in a humble and self-abased spirit. But 
if there is any little sin you are resolved not to 
give up, you will never, with all your struggling, 
get in. 

And are you waiting because some few Chris-
!ivy, are inconsistent, and some professors fall 
away? Hear the word of the Lord Jesus, 
" What is that to thee? follow thou me." 

Oh, lingering friend, are not your excuses 
broken reeds? Are not your reasonings and 
defenses unprofitable and vain? Be honest; 
confess the truth. You have no good reason 
for waiting. This day I charge you to throw 
away indecision, wait no longer, be decided 
for Christ, lest waiting, your soul should be lost 
—forever lost.—Rev. J. C. Ryle. 

WE would willingly have others perfect, yet 
we amend not our own faults.—Thomas a Ifempis. 

Testi 	ials 

OR "THOUGHTS ON DANIEL AND THE REVELATION." 

Elder J. 0. Corliss, Melbourne, Australia, says: After 
carefully examining "Thoughts on Daniel and the Rev-
elation," I can cheerfully recommend it as a work well 
calculated to impart instruction upon what has formerly 
been considered dark and mysterious. The movement of 
the nations, in past ages of the world, and the peculiar 
position of leading governments at the present time, with 
the probable result of pending diplomatic measures, are 
by the author set forth in a most clear and forcible man-
ner from the prophetic stand-point. In a word, it is a 
mine of useful knowledge to all, and especially valuable 
as a  text book for Bible students. 

Hon. W. C. Edsell, Otsego, Michigan, says: I eonsider 
these " Thoughts " a good explanation of the Book of 
Daniel and the Revelation, and well calculated to en-
lighten people on those subjects. 

A well-known minister in Texas writes: I have no 
hesitancy in saying that "Thoughts on Daniel and the 
Revelation," by U. Smith, is the best commentary on 
these prophecies exant. The style is attractive, and can-
not fail to interest the common Bible reader. Its histori-
cal references, adjusted as they are with the statements 
of the prophet, will confirm the believer and convict the 
doubting. 

Elder H. A. St. John, St. Helena, California: I have 
several times carefully read Smith's work entitled, 
"Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation," and have no 
hesitancy in pronouncing it a work of inestimable value. 

SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION. AGENTS WANTED in Montana, 
Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, and all territory west 
thereof to Asia. PACIFIC PRESS, General Agents, Oak-
land, Cal. 

ipublishas' gepartnunt. 
To Both Old and New Subscribers. 

THE PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal., will send the Amer-
ican Sentinel, an 8-page monthly paper, one year, and ei-
ther of the following books, in cloth binding, post-paid, for 
$1.25 (to foreign countries, 5s.)  viz: "The Atonement: in 
the Light of Nature and Revelation," by Elder J. H. 
Waggoner; 368 pp.; " The Marvel of Nations: Our Coun-
try, its Past, Present, and Future," by Elder Uriah Smith, 
282 pp., over forty illustrations; "The Life and Words of 
Christ," by Cunningham Geikie, D. D., over 800 pp. 

The Temperance Advocate,  a  24-page health and temper-
ance hi-monthly, one year, and either of the above-men-
tioned valuable books, post-paid, for $1.25 (5s.). 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES one year, and your choice of 
any one of these books, post-paid, for $2.50 (to foreign 
countries, 128.), or the SIGNS one year and the illustrated 
"Great Controversy," post-paid, for $3.00; foreign, 14a. 

RECEIPTS. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE FUND.—Placerville $73.30, 
Lemoore $46.15, Virginia City and Gold Hill $38, San 
Francisco $116.90, Santa Rosa $60, M F Brown $3.75, B 
Robb $32. 

STOCK  IN HEALDSBURG COLLEGE.—Mrs L Carter $10, H 
P Miller $100, T J Frost 10. 

EUROPEAN AND SCANDINAVIAN MISSIONS.—Reno church 
$28, Oakland $10. 

INTERNATIONAL T AND M SOCTETY.—Reno church 10. 

CALIFORNIA T AND M SOCIETY.—Dist No 6 Norwalk 
per Mrs A Robinson $11.35. 

CALIFORNIA CITY MISSIONS.—Ferndale S S $3.45. 
CASH RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT.—Ohio T and M Society 

$100, Colorado T and M Society $200. 

ORDERS 14'013.NY.A.R.I:01C3D, 

Boors SENT BY FREIGHT.—Review and Herald. 
Boosts SENT BY EXPRESS.—Horace Munn, T J Frost, 

Eld D T Fero, B C Tabor, Eld G W Colcord, Robt S 
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THE GREAT CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN 

CHRIST AND SATAN FROM THE DE- 
STRUCTION OF JERUSALEM TO 

THE END OF TIME. 

BY MRS. E. G. Worn!, 
Author of "The Life of Christ," "Sketches from the Life of Paul," 

Bible Sanctification," and other popular works. 

PRINTED AND BOUND IN THE VERY BEST STYLE. OVER 
TEN THOUSAND SOLD IN SIX MONTHS. 

This volume presents the most wonderful and intensely interesting 
history that has ever been written of the great conflict between 
Christianity and the powers of darkness, as illustrated in the lives of 
Christian martyrs and reformers on one hand, and wicked men and 
persecuting powers on the other. Beginning with our Lord's great 
prophecy given while viewing Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, in 
which he outlines the history of the whole dispensation, it sketches 
the fulfillment. It pictures the siege and overthrow of Jerusalem, 
and the destruction of the Temple. It calls our attention to the bit-
ter persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries, and notes the 
rise and growth of the Papacy. It gives a clear conception of the 
character and influence of the Waldenses, who, through centuries of 
persecution, maintained the purity of their faith, and by their mis-
sionary efforts prepared the nations of Europe for the Reformation. 

Brief and lifelike sketches are given of the works, the successes, 
and the persecutions of Wycliffe, Luther, Tyndale, Huss, Jerome, 
Knox, and other reformers and martyrs. 

Considerable space is given to the life, work, and influence of later 
reformers and great religious leaders, such as George Whitefield, the 
Wesleys, and William Miller, and this is followed by chapters treat-
ing upon The Origin of Evil, The Agency of Evil Spirits, The Snare' 
of Satan, and the Judgment. 

The style of the author is clear, forcible, and often sublime, and, 
although simple enough in its statements to be unierstood and ap-
preciated by a child, its eloquence calls forth the admiration of all. 

Over 500 pages; 22 full-page cuts. Price, 	 8E50 
Address, 	 PCIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

SABBATH-SCH001/ HELPS. 

Bible Lessons for Little Ones, No. 1. Flexible cover 	15 cta. 
Bible Lessons for Little Ones, No. 2. Flexible cloth 	20 eta 
Bible Lessons for Children, No. 8 	 25 eta, 
Bible Lessons, No. 4, with map... 	 25  cts. 
Bible  Lessons, No. 5. 	 25 crs 
Bible Lessons, Na 6 	 25 ate. 

Addrecz, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.; 
Or, REVIEW 41,9113 liAPALD, Battle Creek, Mich 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation of 
the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religion or religious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religious. 
It will ever be uncompromisingly onposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in tact. 

TERMS. 

SINGLE COPT, per year  	50 cents. 
To foreign countries, single subscriptions, post- 

paid 	------ 	- 	2s. 
Address, 	 AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

10.5 tsistro Street, Oakland Cal. 

THE COMING CONFLICT; 

THE GREAT ISSUE NOW PENDING IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 

Br W. I.T. Lrrnatromr. 

Tins book contains a complete 'Astory of the rise and progress o 

the National Reform Party, together with an exegesis of the last 
portion of the thirteenth chapter of the book of Revelation, assign-
ing to the United States its proper place in prophecy. 

EMPHATICALLY A BOOS TOR THE TIMES. 

484 pages, in muslin covers, and will be mailed to any address 
post-paid, for $1.00. 

Address, 	 SMINS or THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich, 

HISTORY OF THE WALDENSES. 
Br J. A. WYLIE, LLD. 

ILLUSTRATED BY TWENTY FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS. 

Tins work describes the conflicts waged by the Waldenses, and  the 
martyrdoms they endured in defense of their faith and their liberty. 
Recent en ents ha, e brought the Waldenses to notice, and thrown a 
new light upon the grandeur of their struggle and the important 
issues which have flowed from it. To them are we to trace t:ie 
Constitutional liberties that Italy now enjoys. In their mountain 
fastnesses they maintained the faith of the early Christians, and by 
their untiring missionary labors this faith was diffused to all the 
nations of Europe, thus preparing the way for the great Reformation. 
212 pp. Price, 90 eta 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

SABBATH READINGS 

FOR THE HOME CIRCLE. 
COMPILED BY Mss. E. G. WHIM 

Tama are some of the few really good books. For twenty years 
Mrs. White has been selecting choice, interesting, and instructive 
stories, the best of which are presented in these four volumes of 
4C0 pagcs each. It wou:d bo dif,i.ult to find a better collodion. 
The selections have been carefully made, and none need fear to place 
them in the hands of the young. They are not, however, designed 
exclusively Ur the young, but are adapted for general home reading. 
All the members of the family circle will find something in them to 
entertain and instruct. They are just the thing for holiday or birth-
day gifts. Price per set, neatly put up In box, with premium, illus 
tratcd Lord's Prayer, or the " Bird's Eye View of the Holy Land, 
82.5 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich_ 

SANCTUARY AND 2,300 DAYS, 

OF DANIEL 8 : 14. 

BY ELD. IIRIAH SMITH. 

Tins work shows the nature of the mistake made in expecting tha 
Lord to come in 1844, which was not an error of time computation, 
but in the nature of the event to take place, namely, the cleansing of 
the Sanctuary. The work sheds a flood of light on the Scriptures. 
especially on the subject of the Atonement. 

852 pp. Price, cloth, 81.00. Address, 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mlek. 

WHO CHANGED THE SABBATH? 

A tract of 24 pages, which gully answers this question, and shows 
how Sunday displaced the Bible Sabbath. Extracts given from Cath-

olic writers. Price, 3 cis. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, CaL 

Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 
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lay-We send no papers from this office without pay in 
advance, unless by special arrangement. When persons 
receive copies without ordering them, they are sent by other 
parties, and we can give no information in regard to them. 
Persons thus receiving copies of the SIGNS are not indebted 
to the office, and will not be called upon for pay. Please 
read the papers and hand them to your friends to read. 

THE articles in this number of the SIGNS are val-
uable. We trust they will be carefully read. 

BROTHER ROBERT HARE has arrived from New 
Zealand to go to Healdsburg College. He does not 
yet know how long he will remain in America. 

THE first number of the Bible Echo and Signs 
of the Times is just received. Monthly, 16 pages, 
published in Melbourne, Australia. It is the same 
size of this paper, well printed. Success to it. 

UNDER date of January 22, the Eastern dispatches 
give an account of another "blizzard" extending 
from Minnesota to Kansas. They seem to grow 
worse and worse, St. Paul reporting this one as 

the worst known for years." The thermometer 
went down to 57 degrees below zero. All trains 
from Kansas City west, were abandoned. 

There has been no cold weather and no snow-
bound trains in California; but the elements were 
antic on the 20th over a large part of the State. At 
the Golden Gate the wind was registered seventy-
two miles an hour. Telegraphic communication was 
cut off from the city in every direction—not a sin-
gle wire working during the afternoon and night. 
Much damage was done, not only along the coast, 
but in the interior. Many buildings were thrown 
down and very many more injured. "Mechanics' 
Pavilion," in San Francisco, was partly unroofed. 

The rain also fell in torrents, and the railroads 
were as badly demoralized as the telegraph lines. 
We think there was not a railroad in the State 
which remained unbroken. And hard rains contin-
ued several days. On the 19th Los Angeles suffered 
the severest flood it has ever known. What next? 

Use of Skating Rinks. 

IT has been a great pleasure to us to read the 
report of the Twelfth Annual Session of the N. W. 
C. T. U., held at Philadelphia last fall. The pro-
ceedings would do credit to any deliberative body 
that ever convened. The address of the President, 
Miss Willard, was a strong document. But there 
was one paragraph which we much regretted to find 
in this address. It is as follows:— 

"I was much impressed by a suggestion of Mrs. 
Phinney, of Ohio, that popular places of assembly 
are being furnished to our hand in the skating rinks 
now to be found in nearly every town and village. 
Perhaps this is the bright side of what has seemed a 
very 'dark Providence.' Let me urge that we here 
resolve to try the experiment of holding meetings in 
these rinks, and in depot waiting rooms, vacant 
stores, reading-rooms, or any place where the great 
out-door population that will not go to church, can 
be induced to congregate." 

A man who had every opportunity to know, testi-
fied that the remorseless sacrifice of young females 
in London, the exposure of which so horrified the 
world, was greatly facilitated by the skating rinks. 
Inexperienced girls were there thrown into the 
society of strangers, and the excitement of the occa-
sion made them an easy prey to the villains who 
went there for such conquests. And it has been 
stated by observers and law officers that the skating 
rinks in the cities of America are a most fruitful 
means of the ruin of young females. 

But, it may be asked, why not turn them to good 
account, as Miss Willard recommends? Because it 
is not safe to give such encouragement to the young  

to enter these abodes of impurity and death. There 
is much in the power of association. If girls go 
there one night to meeting, they will feel more free 
to go to the same place the next night for sport. 
Let them be taught to shun the rink as they would 
the pest-house. 

Sabbath-Schools, Attention 

AT the last session of the General Conference, a 
resolution was adopted indorsing the standing rule 
of our Sabbath-school Associations in regard to tak-
ing offerings on the Sabbath. 

The question of how these contributions should 
be used came up for consideration at a meeting of 
the General Sabbath-school Association. The mat-
ter was pretty thoroughly discussed, and it was the 
unanimous opinion that it was best to connect some 
missionary enterprise with the giving, and not use 
all the contributions for the running expenses of 
the school. In this way it was thought a missionary 
spirit would be cultivated, and our children taught 
true benevolence. 

Several worthy objects to which our contributions 
could be given were mentioned. Among these the 
wants of our Foreign Missions—their destitute cir-
cumstances, the difficulties under which our breth-
ren have to labor, etc., were presented. After care-
ful consideration, a resolution was unanimously 
adopted, recommending all our Sabbath-schools 
throughout the world, to donate a part of their class 
contributions the first quarter to the Central Euro-
pean Mission; the second quarter to the Scandina-
vian Mission; the third quarter to the British 
Mission; and the fourth quarter to the Australian 
Mission. 

We heartily indorse this recommendation, and 
now we want to know how the Sabbath-schools in 
California regard it. The enterprise is certainly a 
noble one, and should enlist the sympathy and co-
operation of every one. If we only knew of the 
trials and persecutions our brethren have to meet 
in these missions, our hearts would be touched, and 
we would feel anxious to do all we could to help 
them. 

There is no compulsion in this matter. Each 
school is left to decide for itself how much, if any-
thing, it will donate to this enterprise. Some 
schools are very small, and may not be able to do 
much; but we know it will be a source of encour-
agement to our brethren to know that we are in 
sympathy with them, and trying to help what we 
can. 

We hope to have a hearty response from every 
school in the California Conference. Let us remem-
ber that "it is more blessed to give than to receive." 
I hope that none of our schools will lose the bless-
ing vouchsafed to us. 

Donations should be sent, at the close of each 
quarter, to the State secretary, Mrs. Josie L. Baker, 
care Pacific Press, Oakland, Cal. 	C. H. JONES, 

Free. Cal. S. S. Asso. 

Geikie's Life of Christ. 

THE "Life and Words of Christ," by Cunningham 
Geikie, D. D., is widely known as one of the most 
interesting and helpful books published. The au-
thor has by a clear description of the country and 
people, and by a grouping of historical facts, given 
such an introduction as better prepares the mind to 
au understanding of the acts of Jesus. Beginning 
with a description of the Holy Land, and picturing 
Palestine at the time of Christ, he then gives an ac-
count of the reign of Herod. These, with a chapter 
on the Jewish world in the time of Christ, and an-
other about the Rabbis and their ideas respecting 
the Messiah, enable us to see a wealth of meaning 
in the words and acts of Christ which usually are 
but poorly understood. Over 800 pp. 60 cts. post-
paid to places in the United States and Canada; to 
°reign countries, 3e. Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 

Oakland, Cal. 

Do You Want to Move? 

THIS is a moving, restless age. We are very 
often asked for advice in regard to some place to 
which to move. To some of our own people—we do 
not exactly know to whom—we can offer a little ad-
vice. But, in the first place, we shall presume that 
you want to move where you can do some good. If 
your motives are only selfish and worldly, we have 
no interest in your moving. And, 

I. Do not move to Battle Creek. Rest assured 
you are not wanted there, unless you have received 
a special invitation from those who have charge of 
the work there. They who go where they know 
they are not wanted are generally of little use any-
where. 

2. There are openings in the South where fami-
lies can be of great use. Tennessee, Mississippi, 
the Carolinas, Georgia, etc., offer great inducements 
to those who have the spirit of the missionary work 
in their hearts. Laud is easily obtained, and they 
who have judgment and a will to do, may find 
abundant opportunities for usefulness. Families 
who live hygienically, and have the tact to exert 
an influence without appearing obtrusive, will be 
well rewarded for their efforts in that field. The 
climate will be found agreeable, and the country 
healthful, especially back from the rivers. 

3. Brother Haskell writes from Auckland: "The 
condition of things here is such that it seems if we 
had a good person of experience, say a man and his 
wife, it would be the upbuilding of the cause here 
when I leave. There are some eight or ten who are 
convinced on the Sabbath here, and I think as 
many more who would take their stand if there 
was some one to go ahead and take the charge of 
meetings." This is but one of many openings in 
New Zealand and Australia, where judicious fami-
lies could be of immense service to the—witiPs.e.—.----. 
Among all our people there ought to be scores of 
families who could fill just such openings. 

4. But do not decide to go until you have taken 
counsel of those who are authorized to advise in 
such matters. They know the circumstances, and 
are qualified to judge who is best fitted to fill these 
openings. 

In some branches of the missionary work we are 
doing quite well; but• there are many other ways 
and means which we have not yet begun to improve. 
Missionary families are wanted. 

Pitiful Indeed. 

IN Harper's Weekly for Dec. 26, 1885, we find the 
following:— 

"Mr. August Belmont, the banker, still entertains 
a deep affection for his dog Sailor, which died some 
time ago at his farm on Long Island. The photo-
grapher who, at his request, made a photograph of 
the dead animal, relates that Mr. Belmont's exhibi-
tion of grief was pitiful when looking at the picture, 
which, however, he did not accept, because it was so 
unlike the animal at his best." 	 • 

A pitiful exhibition indeed, it must have been. 
And if any element was lacking to complete the 
pitiful picture, it is amply supplied when Harper's 
Weekly relates the pitiful circumstance, with evi-
dent signs of sympathy and approval. 
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