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"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his Work shall be." Rev'. 
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THE Rome correspondent of the New York Ob-
server writes to that journal that the denizens of the 
eternal city are jealous of the influence of the Jesuits 
in the councils of the Papacy. This powerful society 
in many cases has gained possession by intrigue or 
influence of the property belonging to the suppressed 
Brotherhoods, while the priests are left in their poor 
and unhealthy abodes and are expected to say the 
masses and attend the funerals for small pay. Every 
new house opened or new privilege accorded to the 
Jesuits arouses the jealousy of the lower clergy. 

., 	•.5.  

THE Evangelist of December 13 has an article on 
Christianizing New York City, in which its call is not 
for means and churches, but men. It says : "The work 
to be done is of a sort for which our city pastors in 
general are wholly unfitted." " What is needed here 
is that divine power of sympathy, in the presence of 
which all distinctions are nothing. That is the 
magnetism which flows like an electric current from 
heart to heart." Emphatically true. And why 
are not just such men needed in the great churches? 
Would Jesus of Nazareth be so highly educated and 
trained that he could not go out and preach to the 
poor? Or would he need a " professional education" 
in order to meet the demand in our great and popu-
lar temples, called churches? What is needed by 
the world is converted men, men converted to Christ 
and his truth, both in the great churches and in the 
mission hall. 

AT the Washington Convention of the National 
Sunday Association, the chairman, Col. Elliott F. 
Shepard, said that he was "glad to welcome the Ro-
man Catholics in any work in which they could be 
induced to join." Some will be moved to ask whether 
the Sunday movement is a Protestant movement or 
not. If it is Protestant, then is there any difference 
between Protestant and Catholic? If professed 
Protestants are glad to welcome Roman Catholics 
in any work in which they can be induced to join, 
do they not thereby cease to be Protestants? We 
commend to those who are courting Roman Catholic 
influence and help, the following editorial utterance 
from America, under date of December 6, 1888 :— 

" If anyone believes that there has come a change 
over the policy and purposes of the Vatican, because 
the Pope indorses the President's Thanksgiving proc-
lamation, he must forget the motto of the church, 
Simper idem, and that history proves that Rome never 
changes. It modifies its means, but it never surren-
ders its aims. It stoops to conquer. Woe to the re-
public which accepts its patronizing condescension 
as significant of approval of republican institutions!" 

THE Russian mission to the Vatican has obtained 
from the Pope important concessions. Leo sanctions 
the deportation of Bishop of Vilna to Siberia, accepts 
Government candidates for certain important posi-
tions in the Roman Church in Russia, and consents 
to the use of the Russian language in the Catholic 
Churches in that country. The concessions are 
thought to be due to French influence. 

THE Jewish Times and Observer thinks "that Juda-
ism has a great mission before it," but it concludes 
that "if a part of that mission is to transform the Jew-
ish Sabbath [Sabbath of Jehovah] into Sunday serv-
ices we think the slower the progress the better it 
will be for Judaism." And we say, Amer. One of 
the hopeful signs to Protestants that the Jews are 
soon to embrace Christianity is that many no longer 
keep the Sabbath, and now hold Sunday services. 
If conversion to Christianity means the transgression 
of a single command of God's holy law, deliver the 
Jews from Christianity. But it does not mean this. 
Christ died to redeem men, not only from sin (Matt. 
1 :21), but from sinning (Tit. 2 : 14 ; 1 John 2 : 6 ; 3 : 6); 
and sin is the transgression of the law. 1 John 3 :4; 
Rom. 7: 7. If the Jews are to be converted, or are to 
make progress, it will not be in the direction of vio-
lation, but observance, of God's law ; and God's law 
can only be observed through the grace of Christ. 

ON the 24th ult. the Pope delivered an address to 
the Sacred College, which is said to have been un-
usually violent and bitter. The "great infallible" 
said that he was thankful for the blessing that had 
come to him on the occasion of his jubilee, but he 
complained bitterly of the treatment which the 
Papacy has received from the Italian Government. 
He said, "The whole world sees in what a painful 
situation I am placed." Again in referring to hos-
tile acts of the Italian Government, he said, "One 
can only ask, How far will they go?" "At the 
present time," says the dispatch, "a systematic war 
is being waged. Even the person of the Pope is 
exposed to the threats of the mob." The fact that 
the bishops in other lands are laboring for the 
restoration of the Pope's temporal power was re-
ferred to as showing that the interests of the whole 
Catholic Church are bound up in the cause of the 
Papacy. 

It is evident that not only the Pope, but the whole 
Catholic world, is terribly in earnest in &ging the 
restoration of the temporal power of the Papacy, 
and indications are by no means lacking which 
show that Leo's frequent bids for active sympathy 
are not in vain. With only two exceptions, all the 
great powers of the world have virtually acknowl-
edged the Pope as a civil ruler, and it would not be 
a matter of surprise at any time if a majority, if not 
all of them, were to unite in demanding of Italy a 
practical recognition of the political " rights " of the 
supreme pontiff. The Papal head of the great beast 
of Rev. 13 : 1 has been "as it were wounded to 
death," but the deadly wound will be healed, and 
all the world shall wonder after the beast." Verse 3. 

A liappg New Vent. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

"TOOME, I come, the glad New Year! 
O welcome me to your friendship dear; 
O give me room by the social hearth, 
Where the holy joys of home have birth; 
Letine come with love that shall ne'er grow cold, 
As comes a friend that is prized of old; 
Let me whisper of help from the Lord above 
To the toiling heart in its work of love, 
And point to the peace and bliss of Heaven, 
The crown to the faithful mother given, 
Shining with jewels forever fair, 
She won to Christ by her holy care." 

Another year of life is now in the past. 
A new year is opening before us. What will 
be its record? What will we each inscribe 
upon its spotless pages? The manner in 
which we spend each passing day will decide 
this question. Fathers and mothers, while 
you wish your children a Happy New Year, 
will you strive in the fear of God to make it 
a happy year? Will you seek to lead your 
dear ones to the true source of peace and joy? 
Will you consecrate your own hearts to God, 
that you may exert a sanctifying influence 
upon your children? Will you separate them 
from sin and sinners, and by living faith con-
nect them with God? 

It should be the work of every parent to 
cultivate all that is •good, and true, and noble, 
in his children. It is his duty to correct their 
faults, to restrain their waywardness, even as 
the Lord required Eli to restrain his sons. 
Fathers and mothers, make the word of God 
your guide in the education of your children, 
ever considering what will be for their future 
•goocl, rather than what is for your present 
convenience. The mother may bestow upon 
her daughters an education that will be inval-
uable, by training them to bear their share of 
the family burdens. The father may give 
his sons a capital of more worth than gold or 
lands, by teaching them to love useful em-
ployment, instead of seeking happiness in 
idle amusements or dissipation. Parents, 
now is the time to form in your children hab-
its of industry, self-reliance, and self-control; 
to cultivate economy and business tact. Now 
is the time to teach them courtesy and benev-
olence toward their fellow-men, and reverence 
and love for God. 

You may make a happy new year for your 
children, if you faithfully discharge your duty. 
Home should be the most sunny and attract-
ive spot on earth ; and it may be made such 
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by pleasant words and kind acts, and, under-
lying all, a steadfast adherence to the right. 

By their neglect to exercise proper restraint, 
many parents are creating great unhappiness 
for their children. The youth who are left to 
constantly seek for pleasure in amusement or 
selfish gratification are not happy, and never 
can be happy while following this course. 
Fathers and mothers, teach your children that 
the only way to be truly happy is to love and 
fear God; and enforce the lesson by your ex-
ample. Let them see that the peace of Christ 
is ruling in your heart, and that his love per-
vades your life. Practical religion is the need 
of the present hour. You cannot teach this 
to your children unless you possess it your-
selves. 

Let us enter upon the new year with our 
hearts cleansed from the defilement of selfish-
ness and pride. Let us put away every sinful 
indulgence, and seek to become faithful, dili-
gent learners in the school of Christ. A new 
year opens its unsullied pages before us. 
What shall we write upon them? 

Children, you greet your father and mother 
with a "Happy New Year," but will you 
make it a happy year to them? It isin your 
power to do this. Your conduct, more than 
everything besides, will make a happy or an 
unhappy year for your parents. You may 
cause their hearts to throb with joy or pain. 
Whatever dishonors your Sdviour, whatever 
causes a stain upon your character, brings 
anxiety and distress to the heart of godly par-
ents. You cannot give them a happy new 
year if you live only for self-gratification. 

Seek to begin this year with right purposes 
and pure motives, as beings who are account-
able to God. Ever bear in mind that your 
acts are daily passing into history by the pen 
of the recording angel. You must meet them 
again when the Judgment shall sit and the 
books shall be opened. 

How often your lips utter the kindly greet-
ing, "I wish you a happy new year," and then 
in a few moments speak impatient, fretful 
words. How many children are ever ready 
to dispute about trifles, unwilling to make 
the smallest sacrifice for others. To such the 
new year will bring no real happiness. They 
may indulge in boisterous mirth, but their 
hearts know no peace nor joy. Will you not 
come with penitence and humility to Jesus, 
that he may cleanse you from the impurity 
of sin, and fit you for his heavenly kingdom? 
All who do this will have the happiest new 
Year that they ever experienced. It will bring' 
joy in Heaven and joy on earth. 

Many have been seeking sonic rare gift to 
bestow upon their friends. Will you not, 
children, bring to Jesus the gift which he 
prizes above all others—the gift of your heart? 
While others at the holiday season adorn 
themselves to please the eye of their friends, 
will you not seek the adorning which Heaven 
values—the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit? If we bring to God the first gift, the 
value of every other is enhanced; for love 
makes it not merely a passing compliment, 
but a precious offering. From the softened 
heart in which the peace of Christ abides, will 
flow forth sincere wishes, kindly words and 
deeds, and worthy, appropriate offerings. 

Many are the gifts and greetings that have 
been exchanged on New Year's day, by par-
ents and children, husbands and wives, broth- 

ers and sisters, friends and acquaintances. 
When it is over, many feel a sense of relief. 
They have discharged their duty in bestow-
ing presents, and smiles, and compliments for 
the occasion, and there the matter is supposed 
to end. The next day, and the next, and on-
ward to the end of the year, bring fretful, pas-
sionate words, fault-finding, recrimination, and 
careless neglect of the dear ones of the house-
hold. Oh, such a new year is one that angels 
will be grieved and ashamed to register! It 
is anything but happy. Friends and relatives 
bestow a gift of sorrow, a burden of unkind-
ness, that crushes out hope, and makes the 
grave look desirable. 

Do we truly wish our loved ones a happy 
new year? Then let us make it such to them 
by kindness, by sympathy, by cheerfulness, 
by unselfish devotion. If we connect with 
God, the source of peace, and light, and truth, 
his Spirit will flow through us as a channel, 
to refresh and bless all around us. This may 
be the last year of life to us. Shall we not 
enter upon it with thoughtful consideration? 
Shall not sincerity, respect, benevolence, mark 
our deportment toward all ? 

Let us withhold nothing from Him who gave 
His precious life for us. Fathers and mothers, 
bring to Him your children, in the freshness 
and bloom of youth, and devote them to His 
service. Let us all consecrate to God the 
property he has intrusted to us. Above all, 
let us give him ourselves, a free-will offering. 
Let us -do his will, live for his glory, and he 
will give us a happy new year. 

LOVE AS A PASSION AND AS A PRINCIPLE. 

THAT word passion has a signification 
which should be carefully noted. The old 
grammars define a verb as a word denoting 
"action, passion, or being," and the older 
writers speak of the " passion " of Christ. 
The word denotes subjection to force. So a 
man in a " passion " is not one who is exert-
ing strength, but one who is acted upon by a 
powerful influence, who is driven along by 
an external force, as a vessel, over which the 
sailors have lost control, hopelessly drifts be-
fore the wind or tide. Passion implies in-
action, it shows weakness, it is a slavery. 

Thus love as simply a passion is ignoble. 
So far as one is merely " attracted " or 
" drawn " to a given object, his affection is 
merely selfish. When one says that he 
"loves" this or that article of food he means 
that from it he can obtain pleasure for him-
self. And much of love of romance is of 
the same selfish kind. Even though it may 
not take the gross form of heartless lust, the 
lover may be seeking merely his own hap-
piness, caring nothing for the interests of the 
one of whom he seeks to possess himself. 
We sometimes read in the papers of a young 
man's killing the girl who has refused his ad-
dresses, he showing by his crime that his 
love was not for her but for himself alone, 
that he cared nothing for her welfare, but 
only for his own gratification. He loved her 
simply as the beast loves the husks on which 
he feeds ; he was attracted simply as the ti-
ger is attracted to his prey. When Samson 
was chided for seeking a heathen bride, his 
defense was, " She pleaseth me." Many a 
young man to-day makes a foolish marriage 
in the same spirit, not using his judgment,  

but being swept along by his whims and fan-
cies as helplessly as a log is borne on the cur-
rent. Passion is not true love, `it is mere \ 
selfishness. 

Contrast with the foregoing the love shown 
by the mother in untiringly watching over a 
feeble-minded child, or by the affectionate 
daughter in ministering to a parent that has 
grown not only old but also fretful, unreason-
able, and thoroughly unlovely. This love is 
not selfish, seeking merely one's own pleasure, 
but self-sacrificing, seeking purely the good 
of the loved one. This is true love, the love 
which is grounded not in passion but in prin-
ciple. Of course the active and the passive 
element may be combined, as when the child 
the mother watches over is peculiarly attract-
ive. But love of the highest form is that 
in which one seeks not his own pleasure in 
the possession of the loved object, but the 
good of the one loved. 	 • 

And in like manner true religion or love 
to God is a matter not of passive emotion but 
of active principle. With too many persons 
religion is merely a matter of feeling and per-
sonal enjoyment. When religious exercises 
are pleasurable to them they are very devout, 
but when duty becomes burdensome they 
relapse into coldness. When there is a " big 
revival," with stirring preaching and arousing 
singing, and all the pleasurable thrill of great 
crowds and exciting incidents, they are tre-
mendously religious. But when the novelty 
and excitement are over, and nothing remains 
but hum-drum, every-day work, their spirit-
uality is a dried-up brook. In other words, 
when religion will yield them personal pleas-
ure they are active in it, but when it becomes 
a matter of self-sacrifice they abandon it. 
They are acted upon from without, not acting 
from within. They drift on the current of 
emotion like a fragment of a wrecked boat, 
which goes up stream with the flood-tide 
and comes down with the ebb, when they 
should be like the steam craft, which goes 
along the same whether wind and tide be 
with or against it. Our religion should be, 
not passive and merely emotional, a move-
ment under outside forces, but active, an in-
ward principle, exerting itself always the 
same.—Christian Inquirer. 

A  SOLEMN QUESTION. 

IF your probation should close this hour, 
would it be well with your soul? If you 
were told that in an hour your case would be 
forever decided, would it arouse consternation 
in your breast? Would you want to take 
back those hasty, impatient words that you 
spoke this morning? Would you tremble to 
think of the Judge finding you committing 
the act which you did last night, or are even 
now contemplating? If so, then you are in a 
dangerous condition, for you know not but 
this may be your last hour. There will come 
a last hour for you, and you have no warrant 
that it will be different from the present. 
How necessary, then, that we ever live in the 
light of God's countenance. What a blessing 
to the world such a life would be. " Blessed 
is that servant whom his Lord when he corn, 
eth shall find so doing." 

TALENTS are nurtured best in solitude, but 
character on life's tempestuous sea. 

I 



January 7, 1889. 	TILE SIGiTS _TT THE TI}fES. 	 [3] 3 

THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW. 

0 FLEETING years! though oft the theme 
Of poet's song and waking dream, 
Still, oft as changing seasons bring 
The burden of their offering, 
And wintet covers hedge and tree 
With robes like roving charity, 
As oft doth memory linger round 
The past, as on enchanted ground, 
And muses join to sing the praise, 
Or chant the dirge of by-gone days. 

If we could know all that has been, 
Or, could all scenes of joy or sin, 
Which the old year has seen and known, 
In panoramic views be shown— 
What lights and shades of life would be 
Depicted in that scenery! 
There side by side with wealth and fame, 
And cultured mind, and honored name, 
Would be such views of want and sin, 
That hearts would ache to look within ; 
And scenes where love and beauty reign 
Be followed cloq,e by scenes of pain. 

For chimes of merry marriage bells 
Have mingled with sad funeral knells; 
And those who dreamed earth's joys their own, 
Have waked to find earth's hopes have flown; 
And aching hearts and empty arms, 
To whom the world has lost its charms, 
Long for loved voices, though they know 
The white lips rest beneath the snow; 
And where were peace and joy before 
Are homes that will be homes no more; 
For life and death, and woe and mirth 
Dwell side by side o'er all the earth. 

But we will not 'mid shadows dwell, 
But on the sunshine look as well. 
No day so clouded but some light 
Has cheered its darkness ere the night; 
No life so cheerless but some rays 
Of God's love light its darkest days. 
And the old year much joy has brought, 
And powers unseen much good have wrought. 
And some have sought the path of right 
Which leads from darkness into light, 
Who long had wandered far astray, 
And follow now the narrow way. 
And all in some way have been blessed, 
By many  a  wayside fount refreshed, 
And pleasant memories of the past 
Will linger long as life shall last; 
And if some crosses have been given, 
They serve as stepping-stones to Heaven. 

Sometimes we mourn in bitterness, 
And sadly question why it is 
That joy is always mixed with pain 
And loved ones ne'er will come again. 
The troubled spirit finds its rest 
In the sweet answer, "God knows best." 
For not a sparrow earthward falls 
Without his notice, and through all 
His wisdom and his love are shown; 
He surely careth for his own. 

And now the old year's brightest hours 
Have faded with the summer flowers; 
May all its bitterness and woe 
Be buried 'neath its winter's snow,. 
And chastened hearts, tried as by-fire, 
Rise in new strength, fresh zeal inspire; 
Hope bid each doubting thought be gone, 
And gird the New Year's armor on, • 
And labor still, for o'er the land 
The ripe fields wait the reaper's band. 

And labors past will not suffice 
For present duty, when there lies 
Within the reach of everyone 
Work for the Master to be done. 
Some heart to cheer 'mid toil and strife, 
Someone tr lead to the fount of life, 
Some burden to bear for a weak one tried, 
And  a  world to tell that Christ has died. 

The work is great, but our strength is sure, 
And the hope of reward to those who endure. 
Not  all  can be reapers on life's great plain, 
But they can be gleaners of golden grain; 
And the life that is richest in deeds of love 
Shall be richer far in the home above— 

Where we'll bring our sheaves to the Master's 
feet 

When the work he has given is all complete, 
When the old years fade from mortal view, 
And the years to come are forever new. 

—Sarah E. Clough, in Woman at Work. 

WHAT IT IS. 

COMMENTING upon Mrs. Kane's recent so-
called exposure of Spiritualism, the Good 
Way says :— 

All this may be very well, but it comes 
very far from furnishing a satisfactory expla-
nation of the phenomena of the modern de-
lusion of Spiritualism. There is an occult 
power behind these phenomena, intelligent 
and depraved, and their misleading and cor-
rupting and soul-damning influence is not to 
be counteracted or arrested by a catchpenny 
exposure, even though it may come from 
those who became the first willing instru-
ments in introducing the delusion. 

The plain truth is that Spiritualism is 
devilism, and whoever is deceived thereby is de-
ceived by the devil. The Bible plainly points 
to our times as the period when the spirits 
of devils shall go forth to deceive men, and 
believers in the Bible have no trouble in iden-
tifying modern Spiritualism as a Satanic de-
lusion. The power of Satan will continue to 
work by this and other means till the end. 
The people of God have from the beginning 
been warned against the sin of necromancy, 
and that warning needs to be heeded now as 
much as ever in the past. 

Spiritualism is ancient necromancy mod-
ernized to suit the changed tastes and condi-
tions of society. The only reliable. safeguard 
against the evil is to obey God, and resist the 
devil. Whoever touches pitch will be defiled 
—whoever tampers with Spiritualism will be-
come- demonized. "Abhor that which is 
evil." " Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you..,  

CONFIDENCE TOWARD GOD. 

" MY voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 
0 Lord ; in the morning I will direct my 
prayer unto thee, and will look up." Ps. 5 : 3. 
Thus wrote the psalmist David, in the inno-
cency and integrity of his soul. He could 
not have written thus if he had not been able 
to write as in verse 1: "Give ear to my words, 
O Lord; consider my meditati.on." Looking 
up is a sign of hope and courage, and of a 
clear conscience. The guilty child hangs its 
head, and the criminal is afraid to look the 
officer of the law in the face. Thus Ezra, 
when identifying himself with his people, 
said: "I am ashamed and blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God; for our iniquities 
are increased over our head." Ezra 9: 6. 
But the man whose heart is pure, whose 
thoughts are of God, and who meditates in 
his law day and night, can look up, not in 
self-confidence, but in the strength 	Christ. 
"But thou, 0 Lord," says David, "art a shield 
for me ; my glory, and the lifter up of mine 
head." Ps. 3: 3. He whose heart is free 
from guile may look up, and he shall behold • 
the beauty of the Lord, for the pure in heart 
shall see God. 

WE can do more good in being good than 
in any other way.—Rowland Hill. 

LOOK UP. 

THE Lord does not want people to look 
down. If they do, like Bunyan's man with 
the muck rake, they will see only the straws, 
the sticks, and the rubbish of earth, and not the 
crown that is above them. God is in Heaven; 
but that which is of the earth is earthy. By 
beholding we become changed. So then if 
we look down, we become groveling in our 
disposition; if we look up, we may behold 
the glory of the Lord, and be changed into 
the same image. Here is an argument against 
despondency. The discouraged, despondent 
man hangs his head. But when he does that 
he can see only himself, and so he adds to 
his despondency. Not only so, but by be-
holding only that which is imperfect, he be-
comes more and more assimilated to that 
which is imperfect. Satan makes an easy 
prey of the doubting, despondent man. How 
much better to say with the psalmist : " I will 
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. My help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth." Ps. 
121: 1, 2. Besides this we are expressly en-
joined to look up at this time. After speak-
ing of the signs of his coming, Christ said: 
"When these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh." Luke 21: 
28. Who are living so that they can daily 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God? 

AN EVOLUTION BUBBLE PUNCTURED. 

THE emptiness of the evolution theory of 
man's origin is well shown in the following 
reply by Dr. Henry C. McCook to an elabo-
rate lecture on evolution, as recorded in the 
N. Y. Evangeliit of December 13, 1888:— 

Now they tell us that the ages of geologi-
cal time included about as many millions of 
years as you choose to write out on the slate. 
Well, all those millions of years ago certain 
spiders spun their webs, and certain ants 
taught the sluggards their lessons. Now, says 
Dr. McCook, the fossils of those very spiders 
that spun their webs between the fence-rails 
so many million years ago, agree exactly with 
the spiders that make their festoons in the 
corners of our porches to-day. All these mill-
ion-million years have not availed to start 
them on their evolutionary career. The same 
is true of the ants. So it appears. that our 
enthusiastic evolutionists need a few succes-
sive eternities for the outworking of their 
theory. Would it not be well for them to ap-
point a standing committee to watch the proc-
esses of nature, and report on the subject, 
say five million-million years hence? If the 
committee grew uneasy with standing, they 
might be permitted to sit on the subject every 
alternate million years. 

"THE power of wealth has a tendency to 
corrupt and destroy; the power of force is 
strong to do hurt; but the excellence and 
value of pure love consists in its efficiency to 
do good, and to do nothing else than good." 

" WHATSOEVER is done out of pure love, be 
it ever so little or contemptible in the sight 
of men, is wholly fruitful; for God regards 
more with how much love one worketh, than 
the amount he doeth." 
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THERE IS HELP IN GOD. 

THE Lord of hosts is the present help of 
those who put their trust in him. The arm 
of man is too feeble to help us in trouble, 
even when he is disposed to do his utmost for 
us. Those therefore do greatly err who put 
their trust even in princes. And why should 
we ever commit an error of this kind ? Has 
not God invited us to trust in him? and has 
he not warned us not to trust in the arm of 
flesh? 

God knows our sorrows as man cannot 
know them. To him all hearts are open. 
He knows our temptations, he understands 
our errors and faults. He is able to suc-
cor in the hour of our extremity, and he has 
promised to do it. There is no arm like his. 
If he is for us, he is more than all that can be 
against us. There is but one thing that will 
prevent hiin from extending help to us, and 
that is sin. And even sin cannot hinder God 
from helping us, if we will truly repent of it. 
But true repentance always involves a change 
of conduct. We must leave off our transgres-
sions and turn from them to a course of true 
obedience. 

Now God does not deny his mercy and his 
favor to penitent sinners. These are the very 
persons who may trust in him. All his prom-
ises are made to this class. We must not for-
get this fact, for it is of priceless value. God 
does not reject us because we have sinned, 
but because we refuse to put away our sins 
by repentance. If we could keep this fact 
before our minds, it would be a constant 
strength and support to us. We could then 
take hold of God's arm for help, and we should 
never be disappointed in the result. But we 
have an adversary who knows how to thwart 
our efforts in the great struggle for eternal life. 
He puts forth his utmost effort in every way 
to lead us into sin, and if he succeeds to any 
extent in his temptation, he then becomes our 
accuser, that he may cause us to distrust God's 
mercy, and to neglect to come to him for par-
don and for salvation. This is a most cruel 
temptation, and its effect in paralyzing our 
strength is great. 

But we need not be thus thwarted in our 
efforts to seek God. When we seek him with 
all our hearts, he promises to receive us. It 
is our duty to believe that he is as good as his 
word. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon." Isa. 55: 7. These are 
exceedingly precious words, and they were 
written on purpose that our faith may take 
hold on them. God is infinitely and su-
premely good. It is our privilege to trust 
him when every earthly refuge has failed us. 

The Saviour says, "Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
Matt. 11: 28-30. This invitation is addressed 
to all who feel the burden of their sins. 
Though Satan will attempt to hinder us from 
accepting it by urging the fact that our bur-
den of sin renders us unworthy of the Sav-
iour's notice, yet the invitation is addressed 
to none but those who feel this burden.  

Those who feel no need of relief are offered 
none by Christ. We need not stay away be-
cause of the burden upon our souls. We are 
the ones invited, and we may be sure that it 
is our privilege to accept the offer of mercy. 
He will in nowise cast out him that cometh 
to him. This is the very Saviour we need. 
We can find salvation through him. We 
can trust in him with the assurance that he 
will save us. We must indeed accept his 
yoke, but it is a privilege to accept it. We 
must leave our sins, for they are the very 
cause of our burden, and in the end they will 
ruin us if we do not put them away. Let us 
thank God for such a Saviour. Let us prove 
ourselves true to him and to his cause. He 
will never leave us ; let us see that we never 
forsake him. We can trust in him always if 
we will but keep his sayings; and he will as-
suredly guide us with his counsel, and after-
wards receive us to glory.—J.  N. Andrews. 

"HOW WAS THE DAY CHOSEN?" 

WHAT day? Why, the 25th day of Decem-
ber for Christmas! This is answered, in a 
way, in "Dunn's Quarterly and Concert Exer-
cises," on pages two and three. The editor, 
Rev. John 0. Foster, starts off as follows :— 

" It would take too long to trace the many 
reasons which probably led to the choice of 
the 25th of December. It was doubtless con-
nected by a process of deduction with the day 
which had already been generally accepted 
as the common date of the annunciation, and 
of the creation of the world." 

Now, whether owing to some inherent qual-
ity of mind, or to long observation, or to a 
little of both, this deponent cannot say; but 
in reading for facts, when a writer begins to 
say a thing is " probably " on this wise, or it 
was " doubtless " after this fashion, then he 
sniffs ignorance in the air, and looks elsewhere 
for his facts. But let us, for the nonce, follow 
up this champion for Christmas a little far-
ther. His next sentence commences with— 

"Assuming that the world was made in the 
spring [leaving out his reasons], it was natu-
ral, though somewhat naive, to fix upon the 
vernal equinox (according to the Julian cal-
endar March 25) as the exact date of the cre-
ation. He who would question the value of 
such straightforward and scriptural argu-
ment as this must have had more logic and 
less piety than belonged to the early Chris-
tians ; and once having discovered by this 
easy method the very day on which the world 
came into being, and the glorious light sprang 
out of darkness, what more simple than to as-
sume that it was the same day on which the 
power of the Almighty overshadowed Mary, 
and the Day-spring from on high began his 
entrance into the world? Nothing could be 
plainer. Even the least imaginative of chro-
nographers could reckon forward from this 
fixed point, and arrive at December 25 as the 
day of the nativity." 

Of course he could. When Mr. Foster asks 
the question, " What more simple than to as-
sume," etc., we give it up. Haven't seen any-
thing " more simple " for a long time. Again 
he says :— 

"And here another wonderful coincidence 
meets him. This [December 25] is the day 
of the winter solstice, the day when the world's 
darkness begins to lessen, and the world's 
light to grow; the day which the ancient 
[heathen] world had long celebrated as the 
birthday of the sun, what more appropriate  

day could be found for the birth of the Sun 
of Righteousness? . . . St. John the Bap-
tist is born on June 25 [Who says so?], the 
summer solstice, when the sun begins to de-
cline. The Lord Jesus is born on December 
25, the winter solstice, when the sun begins 
to ascend; and in this is fulfilled the saying, 
`He must increase, but I must decrease.'" 

I never knew before that John, when he 
gave that saying, meant to tell us that he was 
born on June 25, and that Jesus was born on 
December 25! Well, well! " Live and learn." 
To be sure ! 

If the above arguments, founded on the 
"probably," the "assuming and assume" and! 
"doubtless" of Mr. Foster, are not believed„ 
does it follow that we unbelievers are blessed„ 
or cursed, with more logic and less piety than 
has Mr. Foster and the early Christians? Se, 
he seems to teach. 

He goes on to tell us that the earliest men-
tion of this 25th of December as Christmas; 
" is found in an ancient catalogue of church; 
festivals about 354 A. D. ," and from thence;  
on it spread. In another article he tells us::  
" Long before the Christian era, the 25th of 
December was religiously observed by the 
sun-worshipers." Farther on he says that 
when Christ came, many of the sun-worshipers 
became his followers ; but when the old sun-
feast came around, they were liable to be 
drawn away to the dances and excesses so 
common to it; so the Christian leaders 
adopted this old heathen feast and called it 
Christmas. Here Mr. Foster comes out of 
the fog of conjecture into the realm of fact. 
But such a fact! The Christian churches 
celebrating a pagan day I 

Two things are noteworthy. The author 
of the last article quoted from (not Mr. Foster, 
but T. N. Madden), says of keeping Christmas, 
" It mattered not whether the 25th of Decem-
ber was the birthday of Christ or not, the ef-
fect was the same." And so say they all. 
And then, secondly, they make brave endeav-
ors to prove that Christ was born on that day, 
as though it was all-important. And the 
above is the best proof they can bring—which 
is no proof at all.—J.  L. Barlow, in Christian 
Cynosure. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S LEVER. 

ARCHIMEDES is quoted as saying : "Give me a 
place on which to rest my lever, and I will 
move the world." But the Christian has a 
lever that is infinitely greater than that, for it 
will move not only the earth, but Heaven also. 
And he has a place on which to rest it, too. 
That lever is faith, and its resting-place is the 
throne of the eternal God. Hear what David 
says of the time when he was in deep trouble, 
and cried unto the Lord. " He bowed the heav-
ens also, and came down; and darkness was 
under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub, 
and did fly; yea, he did fly upon the wings 
of the wind." " He sent from above, he took 
me, he drew me out of many waters." Ps. 18 : 
9, 10, 16. Read verses 1-19. Truly "there 
is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who 
rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in 
his excellency on the sky." Deut. 33: 26. 

ALL the doors that lead inward in the se-
cret places of the Most High are the doors 
outward—out of self, out of smallness—out 
of  wrong.—George MacDonald. 
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WHAT USE DO YOU MAKE OF THEM? 

THERE are many who will say that they 
believe the prophecies of Scripture, who do 
not recognize the fulfillment of those which 
have been fulfilled in the most obvious man-
ner. Such faith can be of no practical use. 
But there are those who can point out the 
fulfillment of the great lines of prophecy 
which describe the great kingdoms of the 
'earth in their order of succession, from the 
Teign of ancient Babylon down to the divided 
state of the Roman Empire. Those profess 
faith, not only a vague faith in the truth of 
prophecy, but a definite faith in its fulfillment. 

To this class I address the question, What 
use do you make of the prophecies of Rev. 
13:11-18 and 14:9-12? As these are proph-
ecies which evidently relate to the very close 
of our world's history, and the coming of 
Christ, no others are of greater importance. 
Here the last persecution of the church is de-
scribed; and also the last warning, by heed-
ing of which we may stand in this last perse-* 
eution and escape the unmingled wrath of 
God which is to follow. All ought to under-
stand these prophecies. What use do you 
make of them ? 

You have learned from the prophecies of 
Daniel and of Revelation that a beast is a 
symbol of some great earthly dominion. 
Hence the beast with two horns like a lamb 
represents some remarkable Government of 
earth existing in the last days, and which is 
to act a conspicuous part in the closing scene 
of the earth's drama. You believe we are 
near the close of time. Believing the fulfill-
ment of these lines of consecutive prophecy, 
you cannot doubt it. What Government, 
then, is described under the symbol of the 
two-horned beast? . 

There is to be a conflict on earth which has 
not yet been seen. An image of the Papal 
beast will demand that all shall worship that 
beast, or suffer deprivation'of common rights, 
and even death itself. On the other band, 

'we are forewarned of God, by a special procla-
mation, that if we do yield to the demands 
of the image, by worshiping the beast and his 
image, and receiving his mark, we shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God without 
mixture. This test has never come upon men 
in any age of the world; but the prophecy 
being sure, it must come. And it will come 
just before the coming of Christ, as symbol-
ized by one like the Son of man upon the 
white cloud, with a sickle in his hand to reap 
the harvest of the earth. You believe that 
the coming of Christ is at the door. By the 
prophecies and promised signs fulfilled, you 
know it is so. But what will you do with 
these predictions of the word of God? Will 
earth's history close, and the grand consum-
mating event come, and they have no fulfill-
ment? Will the " loud voice " of the last 
message not be heard at all? Impossible 
The last warning will be heard by those who 
have ears to hear. And who knows that it is 
not already in the world? There are those 
who believe that it is. They are found in 
almost, if not quite, every State and Territory 
in our Union. There are some in the British 
Isles, in almost every country of Europe, in 
Egypt, Australia, and the islands of the 
Pacific. They are distinguished by the char-
acteristics given in the prophecy, namely,  

" Here is the patience of the saints. Here are 
they that keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus." In patience and ex-
pectation they are waiting for the return of 
the Lord, while they acknowledge their obli-
gation to keep every commandment of the 
moral law of God, and every precept taught 
by Jesus Christ as obedience to the gospel. 

The worship and mark of the beast are, in 
the prophecy, put in contrast with the keep-
ing of the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus. Hence we know that this 
worship and mark are directly opposed to 
these commandments and faith ; and there-
fore those who keep these, will not worship 
the beast nor receive his mark. 

The present work, which is believed to be 
the fulfillment of the promised message, from 
a small beginning over thirty years ago, is 
now spreading over the whole earth. Besides 
being proclaimed by word of mouth, it is be-
ing published by the press from six or seven 
different points, and in nine or ten different 
languages. My brother, my sister, is not this 
the message promised in the word of God? 
If not, we shall be obliged to wait for another. 
If this is not genuine, how shall we know the 
genuine, when it shall come? 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

THERE are no trifles in the lives 
Of men, for seeming trifles oft are powers 
That act with potent force for weal or woe; 
And what is great or small we know not now, 
Or what shall lead to weal or what to woe. 
But in our blindness this we surely know : 
The happiest one is he who, doing right, 
With child-like faith goes on, and, well content, 
Leaves all the future in the hands of God. 

—John Lascellea. 

ROME RULE IN NEW YORK. 

THE following from the New York Mail and 
Express, of November 7, presents the power of 
Rome in the metropolis of our country, and it 
is not a greatly overdrawn picture of many 
other cities :— 

The Roman Catholics have taken the city. 
Their hand was in the sale of the Coogan 

party to Hugh J. Grant. 
They already have every member of the 

board of tax commissioners. 
They have for years had, and still have, the 

control of the board of aldermen. 
They have the mayor, the sheriff, the 

comptroller, the counsel to the corporation, 
the whole board of tax assessors, the com-
missioner of public works, the superintendent 
of the street cleaning department, the clerk 
to the board of aldermen, the superintendent 
of the bureau of elections, several of the 
justices of the Supreme, Superior, and Com-
mon Pleas Courts, the control of the board of 
estimate and apportionment, the majority in 
many of the ward boards of school trustees, 
a large portion of the board of education, the 
control of the department of charities and 
correction, the majority in the police force, 
the control of the fire department, of the 
board of street openings, the whole of the 
armory board, the register of deeds, the 
commissioner of jurors, one-half of the com-
missioners of accounts, supervisor of the city 
record, the collector of the port, the sub-
treasury, majority of the commissioners of 
the sinking fund, the majority of the delega- 

tion in Congress and in the State Senate 
and Assembly. 

The Church of Rome is nothing if not 
political. It is the dominant party in this 
city. The majority of voters in this city be-
long to that party. The head and leader 
of this party is Archbishop Corrigan. 

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? 

IT is to be feared that the charge made 
against Goldsmith , might be repeated truly 
enough against many a Christian, viz.: "He 
wrote like an angel, and talked like poor 
Poll." . . . Now would it not be well for 
the church to revive this lost art of inspirit-
ing conversation—directing it at the same 
time upon divine truths and seasoning it with 
the salt of divine grace ? Here is one of the 
grandest and most fruitful fields for improve-
ment, and it lies open to every follower of the 
Master. There is deep significance in the 
record that while the two disciples talked 
together on their journey to Emmaus concern-
ing Jesus—his crucifixion, resurrection, and 
the like—they were joined by another, whose 
words caused their hearts to burn within them, 
and their eyes to be unsealed to the discovery 
of the presence of Christ himself as the risen 
Redeemer and Conqueror of death. 

And again, when, on another occasion, the 
eleven were discoursing of him, he suddenly ap-
peared among them, though the doors were 
shut. It is as sweet as it is true to think that 
wherever any two or more are earnestly en-
gaged in conversing upon the interests of the 
heavenly kingdom, there the invisible Head 
and Lord of that kingdom is certain to 
come with his own elevating and revealing 
influence. As the fire flies from the flint un-
der an iron hammer, so many of the loftiest 
purposes and far-reaching plans have been 
struck from Christian hearts under the friction 
of noble words made energetic and mighty by 
the indefinable force of personal power. Prog-
ress lies through the gateway of speech not 
less than through the cultivation of solitary 
thought. It is the Heaven-appointed agency 
for stirring up the gift within us, for inter-
changing our best sentiments, for dissemi-
nating truth, for reaching with transforming 
influence the springs of character and of action 
for proclaiming God. "Go home to thy 
friends," said our Saviour to the restored de-
moniac, "and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee and hath had compas-
sion on thee." 

To tell others about himself, his grace, 
his willingness to save, his good tidings, 
is exactly what the Master wishes each one 
of us to do, and in the doing of which he 
has promised great reward. Words fitly 
spoken act as an inspiration and guide long 
after the speaker forgets them. A college 
president once let fall a few sentences, in a 
casual•way, about the wants of his institution, 
and lo! these sentences proved the seed-corn 
that ripened into a legacy of $50,000 in the 
hearer's will for the benefit of education. The 
tongue is the mightiest instrument within the 
power of man. It scatters blessings or curses, 
according to the disposition wielding it. 
Guard it well, 0 Christian, that it be not a.  
flaming dart " set on fire of hell," but rather 
a source of light to illumine the pathway to 

i Heaven.—Christian at Work. 
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THE PENALTY *ETERNAL. 

IN  a letter recently received, a clergyman in Ne-
braska intimates that he has objections to the doctrine 
that "the penalty of the transgression of the moral 
law is not eternal," seeming to have the idea that we 
hold to that view. We are happy to say that we do 
not believe any such doctrine; and we hope he never 
will believe that the penalty for sin—the transgres-
sion of the moral law—is not eternal. If he now 
believes that the penalty is eternal, he is correct, 
but he may be in error as to what that penalty is. 
However, the Bible is very plain on that point, as a 
few texts will show. First we quote the Saviour's 
words in Matt. 25 : 46 :— 

"And. these [the wicked] shall go away into ever-
lasting punishment; but the righteous into life eter-
nal." 

This is plain. The word "everlasting" is from the 
same Greek word as " eternal," in the same verse, and 
the statement shows that the punishment of the 
wicked and the reward of the righteous will be of 
equal duration. Now read what this punishment of 
the wicked is to be. The apostle Paul says that— 

"The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power." 2 Thess. 1: 7-9. 

These two texts are sufficient to decide the matter. 
In addition we quote the words of Paul: " The 
wages of sin is deaths but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rota. 6:23. 
The penalty for the transgression of the law is death, 
and that death, when once inflicted, will be as last-
ing as the Government of God. This follows from 
the fact that the day of grace will then have passed. 
There will be no more pardon for sin, and so of 
course those upon whom the death penalty is in-
flicted, must rest under it forever. 

The popular error concerning the punishment of 
the wicked lies in the supposition that it consists 
solely of torment. But that is a mistake. The 
wicked are likened to "the chaff which the wind 
driveth away" (Ps. 1 : 4), and we are told that 
Christ will "burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire." Matt. 3:12. 

It is not in the nature of man to exist eternally in 
the midst of fire; but the wicked are to be cast into 
a lake of fire. Rev. 21:8. The psalmist says of the 
Lord : "A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his 
enemies round about." Ps. 97:3. And again: "But 
the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the 
Lord shall be as the fat of lambs; they shall con-
sume; into smoke shall they consume away." Ps. 
37 : 20. The prophet Nahum also says of the wicked: 
"For while they be folden together as thorns, and 
while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry." Nahum 1:10. 

That there will be torment and anguish in connec-
tion with the punishment of the wicked would nat-
urally follow from the fact that fire is to be the agent 
of their destruction. Not only so, but the apostle 
Paul expressly declares that God will render " indig-
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil." Rom. 2 : 8, 9. But 
this tribulation and anguish is not the sum of the 
punishment of the wicked, for the same apostle de-
clares, as already quoted, that it is to be everlasting  

destruction. When the penalty is death, a man may 
suffer greatly in dying, but it cannot be said that he 
has received his punishment until death ensues. 
And when death shall have taken place in the case 
of the finally impenitent, it will be everlasting. 
"They shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, 
saith the King, whose name is The Lord of hosts." 
Jer. 51 : 57. "They shall be as though they had 
not been." Obadiah 16. 	 w. 

PRAISE YE THE LORD. 

IT is recorded but once that the apostle Paul sang. 
And that instance was not such an one as would 
naturally inspire song. It was not after a pleasant, 
happy, unmolested meeting, or at the social board, or 
to while away weary hours; it was in the- dark, 
damp, cold prison cell, with back ridged and raw 
from lashes, and feet fast in the stocks—a position 
most intolerable. The feet must be elevated to be 
put in the stocks, and the only easy position is to lie 
down. But Paul and Silas were deprived of any 
rest even in this way; for their backs were sore 
from the beating. But prayer brought a greater 
victory than was wrought by Samson's strength; 
faith claimed the promise, and the wearied prisoners 
"sang praises unto God." The grace and peace of 
God swallowed up all the pain and unpleasant sur-
roundings. 

Paul's great Prototype, for whom he suffered joy-
fully, is recorded as having sung but once. And 
when was that? on the mount of transfiguration? 
or after his resurrection? No; it was just before 
his betrayal, just before the agony of Gethsemane, 
just before the darkness of the cross. And Jesus 
knew that these sufferings were before him; yet 
with faith in that Father who was too wise to err, 
too good to prove unkind, he could sing: "Praise ye 
the Lord." "The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and is become my salvation." "O give thanks unto 
the Lord ; for he is good ; because his mercy endur-
eth forever,"—expressions found in Psalms 113 to 118, 
which were sung on paschal occasions. If there was 
more praise to "Him from whom all blessings flow," 
there would be greater blessings. " Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me," saith the Lord. Truly "it is 
good to sing praises unto our God." 

A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST. 

ROMANS 1: L 

THERE  are some words and expressions which, by 
their very frequency of occurrence, make but little 
impression upon us. We are so familiar with them 
that we read them and speak them as a matter of 
course, scarcely thinking that they have any mean-
ing. One such expression is that which begins the 
epistle to the Romans, "Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ." Two other of Paul's epistles, the one to the 
Philippians, and the one to Titus, as also Peter's sec-
ond letter and the epistles of James and Jude, begin 
in the same way, and in other places the apostles 
style themselves, or are styled, the servants of God 
and of Christ. The prophets, also, and Old Testa-
ment worthies, as Moses, Joshua, etc., are called serv-
ants of God. That this is more than a catch phrase, 
and that it is of the deepest significance, will be ap-
parent as we study it. 

The Greek word which is translated " servant " in 
these instances is SoiiAos• doulos,  and is defined by 
Liddell and Scott as " properly a  born bondman, or 
slave." It was the regular Greek word for a slave, 
and was often used of the Persians and other nations 
subject to a despot. The Revised Version has "bond 
servant" in the margin of Rom. 1 :1, as the equiva-
lent of the word rendered " servant." 

We may accept the word " slave," therefore, as the 
one which the apostle uses to show the complete-
ness of his subjection to Christ. We have, therefore, 
only to study the condition of a slave, to know not 
only how Paul regarded himself, but how all who 
really serve God must hold themselves. 

A slave is one who is the entire property of another. 
He cannot dispose of his time nor his actions as he  

will, but only as his master directs. Neither can he 
hold property in his own right. His strength is his 
master's ; and if he earns anything, that which he re-
ceives belongs to his master. In the days of Ameri-
can slavery, negroes were often hired out to men 
who were not their masters, and often they earned 
large wages, but not a cent of it could they call their 
own. When their master bought them, they brought 
no property of their own, and all that they could ex-
pect for their service was enough to sustain life. 
Their time and strength were as absolutely their 
master's as were those of the horses with which they 
worked. 

Now compare this with what we find set forth in 
the Scriptures as the proper condition of Christians, 
who are servants of Christ. Says the apostle Paul : 
" What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own? for ye are bought 
with a price ; therefore glorify God in your body." 
1 Cor. 6 : 19, 20. Notice the completeness of the 
subjection. We are not our own, and therefore we 
cannot have a word to say as to what we shall do. 
The will of God, and his glory, is to direct us in 
everything. So the apostle says: "Whether there-
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God." 1 Cor. 10 : 31. 

But there is another thought suggested by the 
word " slave, " as applied to Christians, and that is 
that they have been reduced to servitude from a 
previous condition of rebellion. Although, as the 
Lexicon says, the Greek word for " slave " signifies 
"a born bondman," it is a fact that by natural birth 
no person is a servant of God. By nature we are all 
the children of wrath. Paul classes himself with us 
when he says: "For we ourselves also were some-
times foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts 
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and 
hating one another." Titus 3 : 3. And in another 
place he thus contrasts the different kinds of servi-
tude in which men may live:— 

" Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey ; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye 
were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 
you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness." Rota. 6 : 16-18. 

Before any man becomes the born bondman of 
Christ, he has to be born again. But this new birth 
implies a previous death, and that death is by cruci-. 
fixion. See Gal. 2 : 20. Now crucifixion was a form 
of punishment inflicted on only the worst class of 
men, and its use as applied to, those who thereby 
become Christ's, shows a previous condition of rebell-
ion. "The carnal mind is enmity against God; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." Rom. 8:7. The words of the Lord to Isa-
iah, concerning the people of Israel, describe the con-
dition of all men by nature :— 

" Now go, write it before them in a table, and note 
it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for-
ever and ever: that this is a rebellious people, lying 
children, children that will not hear the law of the 
Lord." Isa. 30 : 8, 9. 

From this rebellious state we are brought into 
the condition of servants. As it has aptly been 
expressed, we capitulate, and accept the terms of 
peace. We become subject to God. The word "sub-
ject" or " subjection " carries with it also the rela-
tion which we should sustain to God. It comes 
from two Latin words meaning "under the yoke," 
and is derived from the Roman custom of erecting 
a yoke and causing those whom they had conquered 
in battle to pass under it, as a token of their com-
plete surrender. This ancient custom also explains 
the act of David, in putting the men of Rabbah " under 
saws, and under harrows of iron, and under axes of 
iron," and making them pass through the brick kiln. 
2 Sam. 12: 31. It was the same as making them pass 
under the yoke, as a token of their being his servants. 
So Christ calls to us, "Take my yoke upon you." 
Taking the yoke of Christ upon us is to yield our-
selves completely to him, for him henceforth to rule 

EDITORS. 
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every act and every thought. As Paul expresses it, 
it is " bringing into captivity every thought to the 

fi  obedience of Christ." 2 Cor. 10 : 5. 
Right here it should be noticed that true service to 

Christ is willing service. We are his bond-servants, 
brought into captivity to him, but it was love that 
bought us, so that we gladly submit. As Olshausen 
says of Paul: "He had been overcome by the Re- 
deemer, conquered and subdued by his higher power. 
But as one not merely outwardly conquered, and 
still disposed to resist, but inwardly subdued, Paul 
had at the same time become a willing instrument 
for executing the purposes of the Lord as an apostle." 

Moreover, although the word rendered " servant ' 
signifies one subject to a despot, that only indicates 
the completeness of the control which God has over 
those who are truly his servants, but does not carry 
with it any idea of degradation. It makes a vast 
amount of difference to whom one is a servant. The 
servant of a poor, ignorant, coarse man would be a 
most abject creature. The slave of such a monarch 
as Nebuchadnezzar might be a high officer of State• 
So to be a servant of the Most High God is the 
highest honor that any creature can have in the uni-
verse. Angels in Heaven, that excel in strength, do 
his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word, and are glad to declare themselves only 
fellow-servants with those who on earth are wholly 
devoted to Christ. Rev. 22:9. 

Again, the slave of Christ is the only free man in 
the world. Paul says " He that is called in the 
Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman; like-
wise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's 
servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men." 1 Cor. 7:22, 23. David says: "0 
Lord, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and 
the son of thine.handmaid ; thou bast loosed my 
bonds." Ps. 116:16. Here we have bondage and 
freedom. The man out of Christ is an abject slave; 
he is " holden with the cords of his sins." But the 
moment he yields himself unconditionally to Christ 
to be his servant, the body of sin is destroyed, and 
henceforth, if he continues to be the Lord's servant, 
sin has no more dominion over him. He is free to 
do right. His bondage is the bondage of love, and 
he finds the yoke easy. 

The Lord will not accept divided service. He will 
not go into partnership with the devil, each having 
an equal share in a servant. A man must be wholly 
the Lord's, or he is not the Lord's at all. Says Christ : 
"No man can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon." Matt. 6 : 24. If, then, we 
have given ourselves to the Lord as his servants, and 
then seek in anything to please ourselves only, we 
rob him of service which is his due. Our strength, 
both of mind and body, belongs to the Lord, for he 
says:— 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind." Luke 10 : 27, with verse 28. 

Now suppose a man indulges a habit which de-
stroys his strength of body and vigor of mind ; he is 
not then the Lord's slave; he is the slave of sinful 
indulgence. One man eats more than is good for 
him, more than he needs. He does so, simply be-
cause the food tastes good. That extra quantity of 
food, instead of increasing his strength, is a tax upon it. 
Strength that he should have to devote to the Lord 
is perverted to the service of appetite. Now it mat-
ters not what that man's profession may be, he is 
not the bond-servant of Christ. If he were, he 
would glorify God in eating and drinking, as well as 
in every other act of life. 

Here is a test by which we may settle every ques-
tion as to the lawfulness or unlawfulness of an act: 
Will it glorify God? If it will it is not only lawful 
but necessary. The man who is honest with him-
self before God in this question can settle which 
things are unlawful for him, and how far he may go 
in things that are necessary, as in eating and drink-
ing. 

"But what a hardship," says one, "to be obliged 
to rein ourselves up to such a test." Well, that de- 

pends on whether or not we are really the slaves of 
Christ; whether or not we have willingly, gladly 
capitulated, accepting his terms, and yielding to his 
service. If we have, then it is not a task to inquire 
what will be to his glory, and to do it. We have 
yielded to him because in his infinite love and mercy 
he has enabled us to see that there is more to be de-
sired in his service than in our own; and we have 
made his will our own. He has made us new creat-
ures, giving us a new heart, and new purposes, so 
that when we do his will we are simply doing our 
own, for his will is ours, and our will is his. 

"But suppose our will is his, and we have only one 
longing, supreme desire, namely, to do his will and 
glorify him, how can we always do it?" That is an-
swered in the very fact that we are his, wholly his. 
We are not our own, but have resigned ourselves 
into his hands as simple instruments of his will. 
We have no power in ourselves, but he has all power, 
and can make us what he wishes. And here comes 
in the encouragement of the thought that we serve a 
mighty Master, one against whom all the powers of 
earth and hell combined can do nothing. So when 
the fierce temptation arises, when the infirmity of 
the flesh would cause us to fall, we, having the mind 
of our Master, to hate sin, flee to him for strength, 
and his strength does what our weakness cannot. 

What comfort in the thought that the whole thing 
is comprised in simple submission to God. "Yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteous-
ness unto God." Rom. 6 :13. God wants us to live 
holy lives; he has shown the strength of his desire 
for us to be delivered from evil, by giving his Son to 
die for us. And since God has such an infinite long-
ing for us to be free from sin, and has such infinite 
power to accomplish his desires, what can hinder the 
accomplishment of those desires, if we but yield our-
selves to him? No matter how fully we may have 
been the servants of sin, we now, having become 
servants to God, are made free from sin, having our 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
Rom. 6 : 22. 

No wonder that Paul was able to accomplish such 
wonderful things. He was the Lord's slave, wholly 
and without reserve, and the Lord simply worked 
through him. Even while the most conscious of his 
own weakness, he could say: "I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me." 

God is not partial; he is no respecter of persons. 
He is as ready to strengthen us with all might, ac-
cording to his glorious power, as he was the apostle 
Paul. And so no matter what our inherited or ac-
quired weakness, we may be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation; and when that salvation 
is revealed, we may be sealed as his servants, to see 
his face, and stand before his throne, serving him day 
and night in his temple. Glorious service! Who 
would not prefer that to the poor, miserable service 
of self? 	 w. 

NARCOTIZED BY SIN. 

Ix discussing the fact of the non-church attendance 
of the masses the Occident says 

"The masses on this coast do not attend church 
because fear is not awakened in them. It is in them 
as sure as conscience is in them, but it is not aroused. 
It is narcotized by long sinning and insidious un-
belief." 

This is the exact truth, and is only giving in other 
words the reason which we assigned a week or two 
ago, namely, that people do not attend church be-
cause of a lack of interest in spiritual things. The 
Occident says, too, that the consciences of the people 
are becoming more stupid, but that they "can be 
aroused." No doubt they could be aroused, but the 
question is, Will they be? There is small' ground 
for hoping that such will be the case. Nothing can 
arouse consciences narcotized by sin except the 
plain, cutting truths of the word of God, and as the 
time has come when men will not endure sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears are heaping to 
themselves teachers after their own lusts, the prob- 
ability of there being any general arousing does not 
seem very great. 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

AN explanation is asked of the following scriptures: 
Matt. 3:9; 16:18, 19; 18:18; 21:44; and 22:31, 32. 

1. Matt. 3:9: "And think not to say within your-
selves, We have Abraham to our father; for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham." 

The scripture is very plain of itself. The Jews 
thought that their salvation, greatness, and glory 
were assured, because they were the literal de-
scendants of Abraham. John taught them that it 
was just as necessary for them to repent as for 
others. Jesus rebuked them in a similar way in 
John 8:33-44. They were sinners by nature even 
as others. Rom. 3 :9. Their only hope of salvation 
was genuine repentance toward God, and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They could flatter them-
selves that they were the seed of Abraham, but it 
would do them no good. God was not dependent 
upon them for the fulfillment of his promises to 
Abraham. He who had originally created man out 
of the dust of the earth could raise up from stones 
children unto Abraham. The lesson we should 
learn from the text is, that privileges of birth, pious 
parents, good reputation, or external circumstances, 
will not save us. Personal holiness, through-Christ, 
will alone avail. Eze. 14: 20 ; Heb. 12 : 14. 

2. Matt. 16:18, 19; 18: 18. The first reads as fol-
lows: "And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church ; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of Heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in Heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven." 
The second reads: " Verily I say unto you, What-
soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
Heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in Heaven." 

"Peter" comes from the Greek word petros, mean-
ing "a stone." Liddell and Scott say of this word, 
"a stone and thus distinguished from petra." The 
word " rock " comes from this latter word, petra. 
Of this the same standard authority says, "There is 
no example, in good authors, of petra in the sense 
of petros a stone." The reason for using these two 
distinctive words is evident. The one signifies a 
rock, the other a stone. 

Now "no prophecy of the Scripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation. For the prophecy came not 
. . . by the will of man; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 
2 Pet. 1:20, 21. Therefore, to understand a proph-
ecy, we must compare it with other scriptures. The 
same Spirit inspired all. We will learn the meaning 
of this scripture by comparing it with parallel and 
related passages. 

What then was the foundation upon which the 
church of Christ was built? Paul furnishes the 
reply: "For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. 3 : 11. 
Again he says of Christians, " And are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone," or 
"corner foundation." Eph. 2 : 20. Christ is the 
rock upon which the temple stands, lie being the 
one who spoke through both apostles and prophets. 
John 14 : 26 ; 1 Pet. 1 :10, 11. Isaiah bears testimony 
to the same (chapter 28:16): "Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure 
foundation." Again, the psalmist says, "The stone 
which the builders refused is become the head stone 
of the corner." Ps. 118 : 22. Peter himself applies 
this to Christ in Acts 4:11, as he also does Isa. 
28:16 in his first epistle, chapter 2. 

The term "stone" is, it is true, applied to Christ 
in Isaiah, Acts, Psalms, 1 Peter, and other scriptures; 
but it comes not from petros, the word applied to 
Peter, but from lithos, a word used of stones in gen-
eral, and also of Christ and his children. When the 
vital relation of one to the other is intended, the 
same word, lithos, is used; but when the distinction 
is to be made between the foundation and that 
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Ibuilded on the foundation, two words of different 
meaning are used, namely,  petra  (rock), and petros 
(stone). Christ is the foundation stone or rock 
(Matt. 7:24, 25), Peter one of the many stones built 
into a spiritual temple on that foundation. So the 
apostle himself, who heard Christ's words, testifies: 
"To whom coming, as unto a living stone [Christ], 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, ye also, as lively [living] stones, are built 
up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ." And then the apostle proceeds to quote 
Isa. 28:16 in proof of his statement. 1 Pet. 2 : 5, 6. 

The Saviour therefore declares to Peter in Matt. 
16:18, Thou art a stone which will be built up in 
that great spiritual temple, which will be founded 
upon me, the Rock of whom the prophets have 
spoken, and whom you have just confessed. 

The gates, or powers (for gate is a symbol of power 
and authority), of hell  (hades,  the grave) shall not 
prevail against the church of Jesus Christ. It may 
seem to do so. The grave may close its portals over 
sleeping saints, yea, over the Head of the church, 
but divine power will triumph over all. 1 Cor. 15 : 
61-57. 

The giving of the keys to Peter may have had 
reference to his being chosen as the first, after the 

,resurrection, to present to both Jews and Gentiles 
the conditions on which men could have a part in 

;the church of Christ. The day of Pentecost he 
ipreached Jesus to the Jews. He afterward formally 
.opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Acts 15: 

14. The binding and loosing did not have ref-
terence to any arbitrary power existing in Peter as 
:an individual, but bad reference to the conditions 
<of acceptance by Christ, and the consequence of 
;rejecting these conditions. Peter's message which 
be should bear to the world was not to be indefinite 
or uncertain. It was to be a savor of life or death. 
If men accepted of it with all their heart, they would 

loosed from sin (John 8:32, 36), and bound, or 
„tinted, to Christ. John 15:1-8. If men rejected 
this message they were left in the bonds of sin and 
condemnation. John 8:34; Rom. 6:16; John 3:18, 
It was in this way that Jeremiah was set " over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to 
build, and to plant." Jer. 1 : 10, compared with 18: 
7-10. 

The same principle will apply to Matt. 18:18, 
where reference is made to the whole church. And 
we may further add, that when the church, united 
to her divine Head, walking in the light, acting 
in harmony with the word of God, deals with its 
members, such action, whether it be to bind or 

lloose, to acquit or condemn, will be ratified by 
Heaven. It means no more than this. A church 
;acting contrary to God's word is apostate or back-
slidden, and is herself a subject of condemnation. 
And such most emphatically is the Church of Rome, 
<which arrogantly and presumptuously claims the 
power to •bind or loose at will. The Lord designates 
that church as "the mystery of iniquity." 2 Thess. 
2 : 7. 

S. Matt. 21 :44: " And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken,; but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will grind him to powder." 

By referring to the forty-second verse, and com-
paring with Ps. 118 : 22 and Acts 4:11, it will be seen 
that the stone refers to Christ. The grinding to 
powder is easily understood. Christ is brought to 
view in Dan. 2 as the stone " cut out of the mountain 
without hands," which broke in pieces the various 
metals composing the image, symbolizing the nations 
of earth, and they "became like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them." This 
breaking and grinding is "the wrath of the Lamb" 
(Rev. 6:16) against those who have rejected every 
overture of mercy, despised "the riches of his good-
dess and forbearance and long-suffering," and have 
treasured up wrath against "the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God." Rom. 
2:4, 5. 

Falling on the stone and being broken. signifies-an  

opposite work—a work of mercy and reconciliation. 
Falling is voluntary on the part of the sinner. It 
is the gracious privilege which a gracious God gives 
to all. Being broken has reference to the repent-
ance, contrition, and sorrow for sin which is mani-
fested in every believer in Jesus Christ. It is a 
breaking away from the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life. 1 John 
2:16. It is the broken and contrite heart which is 
not despised of God. Ps. 51 :17. It is the "contrite 
and humble spirit" which God will revive. Isa. 
57:15. It is the heart that mourns, the poor in 
spirit, who shall be comforted and shall see God. 
Matt. 5:3, 4. Such will become united to the 
Foundation Stone by his healing power, and will 
be a living stone in the great spiritual temple of 
God. 1 Pet. 2. 

4. Matt. 22:31, 32: "But as touching the resur-
rection of the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living." 

The question at issue was the resurrection. One 
great sect of the Jews had been confounded by Jesus 
(verses 15-22), and now the Sadducees attempt to 
confound him. They do not believe in the resur-
rection. The only scriptures which they hold as 
of divine authority are the books of Moses; and 
they do not believe that Moses taught the resur-
rection. And so from a case based on the law of 
Moses, they endeavor to confound our Saviour by 
an argument against the resurrection. Bear in mired 
that it is not the intermediate state that is in ques-
tion, or that our Saviour must prove, or be con-
founded. It is as to whether the dead rise. First, 
he shows that his questioners do not know the 
scriptures nor the power of God. The same social 
relations need not to exist in the resurrection life. 
The elect number will be complete, and, as all will 
live forever, they do not need to multiply more. 
Secondly, he shows that the dead do rise by an 
appeal to the writings of Moses. Why, God is not 
the God of the dead or those who are not; he is the 
God of the living. This was a truth accepted by all. 
But God says that he is the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; now how can this be if they are dead? 
They are dead, but they are sleeping in faith. There-
fore they are not, in the wisdom and power of God, 
counted as dead, for in his purpose they will live. 
It is thus that God " calleth those things which be 
not as though they were" (Rom. 4 : 17), because they 
exist in his purpose. While the dead do not live 
unto  themselves, they "all live unto  him"  (Luke 
20 : 38); for in his purpose all will be surely raised 
to life. The multitude were astonished at his wis-
dom, and the learned scribes perceived that he had 
answered well. The Sadducees were confounded at 
the wisdom of the lowly Nazarene, "who spake as 
never man spake." 	 M. C. W. 

INSTITUTIONS VERSUS INDIVIDUALS. 

" WE  want a Sunday law to protect Christians in 
their worship on that day," is one of the utterances 
often beard from National Reformers. It is done to 
catch the popular favor; for all know that Christians 
are thus protected now. What State is there in all this 
commonwealth that does not have laws for the pro-
tection of its subjects in their religious worship? 
Where are Sunday congregations broken up by the 
lawless without laying themselves liable to heavy 
penalties? There is quite a difference between pro-
tecting the individual who observes an institution 
and protecting the institution which he observes. All 
have a right to the first protection. It is the Govern-
ment's duty to grant it. It is a mere question of 
equal rights. But if it is the duty of the Government 
to protect one religious institution of its subjects, it is 
its duty to protect all; and thus would follow inex-
tricable confusion ; for the number of the institu-
tions is legion, and their name, Babel. We would 
have transubstantiation, consubstantiation, real pres-
ence, and the symbolic view of the eucharist all 
letydind by the Government. Immersion and  

sprinkling and pouring would all be baptism by law. 
The first day and seventh day would both be legal 
Sabbaths. But no, this would never do; for th; 
overwhelming majority of the Christians of "the 
land" "demand the legal protection of but one day, 
and that the first day of the week."—Rev. C.  M. 
Westlake, of N. Y. That is just what the clamor for 
protection to religious institutions means,—the pro-
tection of "me and mine," the equal rights of—a 
"majority of Christians." Rome believed in the 
equal rights of Romanists. The Puritans believed 
in the equal rights of Puritans. And the religious 
rights and liberty promised those who may dissent 
from the authorized code of the future, is of the 
same merciful character which Rome extended to 
heretics, and Puritans to Quakers. 

THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

THERE is no doctrine any more plainly taught In 
the sacred Scriptures than is the doctrine of the sec-
ond coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle 
Jude tells us that Enoch prophesied of the glorious 
advent of Christ, when he shall come "to execute 
judgment upon all." Jude 15. The patriarch Job, 
standing, as it were, upon the brink of the grave, 
exclaimed: "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;-
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God." Job 19 : 25, 26. 
And to the same intent is the testimony of the 
psalmist: "Our God shall come, and shall not keep 
silence; a fire shall devour before him, and it 
shall be very tempestuous round about him." Ps. 
50:3. This can refer only to the coming spoken of 
by Enoch and by Job, for it is at that time that the 
dead are raised, and that judgment is executed upon 
the ungodly. 

It is, however, in the New Testament that the 
light of divine truth shines most clearly upon this 
important doctrine. There is recorded the promise 
of the Saviour himself: "If I go and prepare a plate 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto my-
self." John 14 : 3. Also the words of the angels to 
the sorrowing disciples: " Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." Acts 1:11. These, together with many 
other texts in the Gospels and the Epistles, present 
the doctrine of the second literal appearing of our 
Lord in a way that cannot be misunderstood. In-
deed, it is one of the few points upon which almost 
all denominations of Christians are agreed; there 
may be difference in opinion as to the manner of the 
Lord's coming, and as to the time of his coming, 
whether it will be pre-millennial or post-millennial, 
and as to the object of his coming, but there is prac-
tically no difference as to the fact of his coming; all 
receive literally the words of the apostle: " So Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation." Heb. 9: 28. 

But the text just quoted not only asserts the fact 
of the second coming of Christ ; it also asserts the ob- 
ject of that coming ; the latter fact is not, however, so 
generally recognized as the former. In his first ad- 
vent Christ came to die for his people, but not to af-
ford them deliverance at once from the consequences 
of sin; he came, not to take them out of the world, 
but to teach them that while living in the world they 
were to be separate from the world. But when he 
comes again it will be to receive them unto himself, 
that where he is there they may be also. John 14 : 
3. This is also stated by the apostle, who says : " The 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air ; and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 
1 Thess. 4 : 16, 17. 

It is not necessary to dwell upon this point; the 
texts cited show as plainly as can be shown that 
when the Lord comes the second time he comes that 
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his people may be with him; and this at least infers 
that they cannot be with him till he does come. That 

f' this is really true will appear from several consider-
ations. It is evident that though the Lord is with 
his people at all times by his Spirit, the living can-
not in this life be with him in the sense in which 
the term is used in 1 Tiiess. 4 : 16,17. In order that 
they be with him bodily he must come and take 
them, as the Scripture says that he will do. But 
how is it with the dead? may they not be with 
Christ before his coming! Certainly not. Says the 
psalmist: "The dead praise not the Lord" (Ps. 115: 
17), and with this agree the words of Hezekiah, Isa. 
38 :18,19. Surely if they were with him they could 
praise him; but, as before remarked, even the words 

• of the Saviour, "I will come again and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also," 
clearly imply that his followers can be with him in 
no other way. Christ knew that those to whom he 
spoke would die; he gave not the least intima-
tion, however, that they should be with them by that 
means; but he did promise to come again that they 
might be with him. How he will come was stated 
by the angels,—he will come in like manner as he 
went away, come literally, visibly, personally, "and 
every eye shall see him." Acts 1 : 11 ; Rev. 1 : 7. 

Notice too the agreement of Paul's words with 
those of our Saviour. Says the apostle: "The Lord 
himself shall descend;" "the dead in Christ shall 
rise ; " "then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord." Speaking of this same time the 
prophet says: "He will swallow up death in victory. 
. . . And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is 
our God; we have waited for him, and he will save 
us; this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." In view 
of these things surely every Christian heart can, 
with the beloved disciple upon the lonely isle of 
Patmos, respond heartily to the Lord's assurance of 
leis coming, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

What the Scriptures teach in regard to the time of 
the Lord's coming must be reserved for another 
article. 	 C. P. B. 

"THE KINGDOM OF RAVENNA." 

IN an article published some time since in the 
SIGNS, I find the following remark about Sir Isaac 
Newton's enumeration of the ten kingdoms :— 

" We know not at what date Sir Isaac found these, 
only that, as he names the kingdom [exarchate] of 
Ravenna,' it must have been somewhere between 
A. D. 554 and 752, for that is the time of the exist-
ence of the exarchate of Ravenna." 

Thinking that many readers may desire to know 
what Sir Isaac did say upon this subject, I submit 
the following:— 

Sir Isaac Newton was far from being definite 
in regard to the rise of the ten kingdoms, as he 
gives, not the time when kingdoms were established 
within the territory of Western Rome, but the time 
of the reign of certain kings of the several nations, 
whether before or after they entered that territory. 
But the dates gathered from his comments are 
as follows: Vandals and Alans, Spain and Africa, 
407-533 ; Suevians, Spain, 407-585 ; Visigoths, 400 ; 
Alans, Gallia, 407-511 ; Burgundians, 407-700 ; Franks, 
407; Britons, 407 ; Huns, 406 ; Lombards, 395-774 ; 
Ravenna, 408-800. 

Why he gives the Britons 407 is not easy to im-
agine. Honorius renounced his dominion over 
Britain in 414, releasing the inhabitants from their 
allegiance, because he was not able to spare soldiers 
to defend it. However, some help was sent in 416, 
and also in 418; but the Roman soldiers took their 
final leave in 420. ("History of Great Britain," Rob-
ert Henry, D. D., London, 1771.) The Saxons took 
possession in 449. • 

The most singular part of his comments is his 
views of the plucking up of the three kingdoms. 
He gives them as follows : Ravenna, 752 ; Lom-
bards, 774; Senate of Rome, 8001 Thus he has 
hree of the original kingdoms overthrown before  

the three are plucked up, and one of the three plucked 
up did not belong to the ten, except as a part of an-
other of the three, for in his comments he included 
the city and Senate of Rome in the kingdom of Ra-
venna. 

The plucking up of the last of the three which he 
names—Senate of Rome—he has accomplished by 
Charlemagne, A. n. 800, at which date the saints and 
times and laws were given into the hands of the 
Papacy. According to that, the 1260 years began at 
that time, and would end A. n. 2060. After the ex-
piration of that period he thinks the kingdom and 
dominion will be given—" but by degrees"—to the 
people of the saints of the Most High. 

This system, if it can be called a system, might be 
considered a curiosity if it had been written in the 
present century. The copy from which I take these 
items was printed in London in 1733,—more than 
half a century before the beast received its deadly 
wound. Still there are some things in these com-
ments for which no good reason can be offered. 

Had Sir Isaac Newton—and others as well—kept 
in view two expressions of the prophecy, he would 
of necessity have given a more consistent exposition: 
"There came up among them another little horn, be-
fore whom there were three of the first horns plucked up 
by the roots." Dan. 7 : 8. 	 T. II. W. 

AUSTRALIA. 

WE have now been in this country over four months. 
I had the misfortune, the evening of our arrival, on 
the ride through the city, to lose the points of com-
pass, and the result was that I became "turned 
around" half way, and north seems south. Conse-
quently the sun appears to rise in the west and to set 
in the east. This is not more confusing than the 
seasons, which are also turned half way around. It 
is quite difficult to realize the time of year, and that 
now, while we are needing the lightest clothing that 
the law will allow, our friends at home are banking 
up their houses and making preparations to meet a 
sturdy winter. Last Friday, November 23, the ther-
mometer indicated 102° in the shade, and 147° in the 
sun. This happily proved to be the climax, and in 
the evening a delightful breeze sprang up, and the 
weather remains very agreeable. The present sea-
son is a very dry one, and great damage has already 
resulted. The prices of all kinds of produce are ad-
vancing, and in the interior many cattle and sheep 
are perishing. 

It is the same thing all the world over, a thousand 
vicissitudes await the results of toil, the earth is 
groaning under the curse, and the transgression 
thereof is heavy upon it. Were our hopes all cen-
tered here we could but look with anxiety to the 
future. 

But that in which we feel the greatest interest is 
the advancement of the cause of truth, and we are 
thankful to be able to realize that the final success 
of this work does not depend upon any earthly con-
dition. It is evident to our minds that God is at 
work here for his own cause. Our forces are exceed-
ingly small, there is no laborer in this colony, and 
yet .there is hardly a week passes but someone em-
braces the truth. And quite a number that we know 
of not of our faith are engaged in sending abroad our 
reading. Sermons and articles frequently appear in 
opposition to the truth, which shows that something 
is being done. Two weeks since the most extensive 
fruit preserver in the colonies, who employs over 
six hundred men in his factories, met with us on the 
Sabbath, and stated that he had begun the observance 
of the Sabbath of the Lord. For some time he had 
been privately keeping it, but now he came out and 
took a strong stand, and stated that henceforth his 
factories would be closed upon the Sabbath day. 
These factories are located in Melbourne, Sydney, Ho-
bart, and New Zealand. The closing of them will have 
a wide influence, and there are few men in the colonies 
better known than the owner. It has been his cus-
tom for years to open the factories each day with 
prayer. 

The tent season is just now opening. Brother W. 
D. Curtis is holding a series of meetings in Adelaide ;  

and Brother Israel will soon open a series in Tas-
mania. These are all the preachers we have in a 
field as large as the United States as for territory. 
There are many urgent calls for laborers. 

We also feel that God is helping us in the building 
work. Our first building is up, and that and the lot 
are paid for, and the way to erect the main building 
appears to be open. The contract is let to one of our 
own brethren, and sometime in February we hope to 
be located in our own premises, where we shall have 
good facilities for the publishing work, and also have 
a place of our own in which to meet as often as we 
choose. We are now removing to the press-room, 
where we shall try to carry on the business until the 
other building is completed. 

We find the brethren here as ready to help to the 
full extent of their means as in any place we have 
ever been. But as we look upon the vast work to be 
done, a feeling of utter dependence upon the Lord 
of the harvest rests upon us. Hitherto he has car-
ried forward his own work; and we can trust him for 
the future. It would be a great encouragement, I 
have often thought, to those who have sacrificed for 
the cause in this field if they could hear some of the 
earnest gratitude expressed in prayer by the brethren 
to " those dear brethren in America who have been 
the means of sending the truth to them." 

G. C. T. 

e ffiabballx.,ffirtufel. 

Old Testament flistorg. 

RESISTING THE TRUTH. 

(Lesson 3, January 19,1889,) 

(Concluded.) 

1. RELATE what we have already learned of 
the work of Pharaoh's magicians. 

2. What have we learned that they could 
not do? 

3. What was the second plague that was 
brought on the land of Egypt? 

4. When this plague was stayed, did Phaa:„ 
raoh keep his promise? 

"And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh? 
and Moses cried unto the Lord because of the frogs 
which he had brought against Pharaoh. And the 
Lord did according to the word of Moses; and the 
frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and 
out of the fields. And they gathered them together 
upon heaps; and the land stank. But when Pha-
raoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his 
heart, and hearkened not unto them i as. tho Id al 
had said." Ex. 8: 12-15. 

5. What was the next plague? 
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, 

Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, 
that it may become lice throughout all the land of 
Egypt. And they did so : for Aaron stretched out 
his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the 
earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all 
the dust of the land became lice throughout all the 
land of Egypt." Verses 16,17. 

6. Could the magicians repeat this miracle? 
"And the magicians did so with their enchant-

ments to bring forth lice, but they could not; so 
there were lice upon man, and upon beast." Verse 
18. 

7. What were they forced to acknowledge 
to Pharaoh? 

"Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is 
the finger of God." Verse 19, first part. 

8.. In so saying, what did they virtually ad-
mit concerning their own work? 

9. " What does Paul say will be the charac-
ter of men in the last days? 

"This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, in-
continent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God." 2 Tim. 3:1-4. 
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10. Among what people will this wicked-
ness exist? 

"Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof; from such turn away." Verse 5. 

11. What will this sort of people do? 
"For of this sort are they which creep into houses, 

and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth." Verses 6, 7. 

12. How will they resist the truth? 
"Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so 

do these also resist the truth : men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith." Verse 8. 

13. What other prophecy have we of mira-
cles to be wrought for the purpose of deceiv-
ing? 

"And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the 
earth by the means of those miracles which he had 
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them 
that dwell on the earth, that they should make an 
image to to the beast, which had the wound by a 
sword, and did live." Rev. 13:13, 14. 

14. What did the Saviour say on this point? 
"For there shall arise false Christs, and false 

prophets, and shall chew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect." Matt. 24: 24. 

15. By what agency are these lying mira-
cles wrought? 

"For they are the spirits of devils, working mira-
cles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty." Rev. 16:14. 

16. What name is given to those who in 
this age do the work which the ancient magi-
cians and sorcerers did? Ans.—Spiritualist 
mediums. 

17. Is there now any indication that the 
deceptions of Spiritualism will find a place 
among those who profess godliness? See 
notes. 

18. What does Paul say of those who shall 
resist the truth by their lying wonders? 

"But they shall proceed no further • for their folly 
shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was." 
2 Tim. 3:9. 

19. How was the folly of Pharaoh's magi-
cians made manifest? 

" And the magicians did so with their enchant-
ments to bring forth lice, but they could not; so 
there were lice upon man, and upon beast. Then 
the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger 
of God; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had said." 
Ex. 8 :18, 19. 

"And they took ashes for the furnace, and stood 
before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward 
heaven ; and it became a boil breaking forth with 
blains upon man, and upon beast. And the magi-
cians could not stand before Moses because of the 
boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon 
all the Egyptians." Ex. 9:10, 11. 

NOTES. 

IT is evident that wherever the  principles of Spir-
itualism are held, whatever manifestations  may accom-
pany it will sooner or later be accepted. That almost 
the whole professedly Christian world is fast getting 
into a position to readily receive as of heavenly 
origin all the deceptions of SpirituaIisin, is evident 
from the following extracts, which show how univer-
sally the principles of modern Spiritualism are held. 

In the month of September, 1885, Monsignor 
Capel, the celebrated Roman Catholic propagandist, 
delivered a lecture in San Francisco, Tacerning Spir-
itualism, of which the S. F. Chronicle, of September 
7, gave a report, in which it was said: 

Monsignor Capel denied that he had expressed a 
disbelief in Spiritualisni. He had simply left out of 
the category of possible supernatural manifestations 
all biological phenomena. Aside from these, Spirit-
ualism was but a misrepresentation of Catholic teach-
ing, and it had been in the world from the begin-
ning." 

He said, further, that to Catholics the spirit  world 
was as dear as the light of a gas jet;  that the dead  

were but disembodied spirits, with whom they were 
in daily communication, and to whom they prayed. 
Thus the great Roman Catholic Church is essentially 
at one with Spiritualism. 

The  Sunday School Times, of August 29, 1885, had 
a long editorial entitled, " What Our Dead Do for 
Us," in which the following occurred, among much 
more of the same nature:— 

" Much of the best work of the world is done 
through the present, personal influence of the dead. 
. . . As a practical fact, and as a great spiritual 
truth, our dead do for us as constantly and as variously 
as they could do for us if they were still here in the 
flesh ; and they do for us very much that they could 
not do unless they were dead." 

"Our living friends do much for us, but perhaps 
our dead friends do yet more." 

The New York  Christian Advocate, of September 
8, 1887, contained an article on the death of Dr. 
Daniel Curry, in which it was said:— 

"But he is not gone. We will not say `Good-bye' 
to him. We will keep him among us still. Reserve 
that seat in the front pew of the conference. Let 
the old place be kept sacred. He was not the man 
to leave his friends. In the thick battle, in the time 
of danger, or holy communion, in the solemn hour 
of crisis, he will be there. Are they not minister-
ing spirits?'" 

The Christian Union  of November 3, 1887, con-
tained a sermon preached by Dr. Henry M. Field 
(Presbyterian) at Cornell University, in which he 
said 	 • 

" Oh, may the dead ever be with us, walking by 
our side, taking us by the hand, smoothing the cares 
from the troubled brow, and pointing us upward to 
the regions of everlasting light and peace." 

Many similar passages could be quoted from repre-
sentatives of all denominations. 

THE folly of Pharaoh's magicians was made mani-
fest by their inability to counterfeit all the miracles 
which Moses performed. So, says Paul, it will be 
with the last-day wonder-workers. Satan, through 
his agents, as well as in person, will " show great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possi-
ble, they shall deceive the very elect." Matt. 24:24. 
The miracles which in the past have been given as 
proof of the power of God, and the signs of the 
coming of the Lord, will be counterfeited. But they 
will be cut short in their deceptive career, by mighty 
wonders which will strike terror to their hearts. The 
mountains and islands will be moved out of their 
places, the earth shall be turned " upside down," the 
heavens shall depart as a scroll when it is rolled 
together, and as the deceivers vainly seek for the 
rocks to hide them from the face of Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
they will be forced to acknowledge that "this is the 
finger of God." 

DANGER OF RESISTING TRUTH. 

TRUTH is of God ; error is of the devil. " God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1 : 
8), therefore the truth of God is the light of the 
world. Christ, who said, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life" (John 14 : 6), said also, " I am the light 
of the world." John 8 :12. That truth is light and 
error is darkness, is shown also by the words of Jesus 
to Nicodemus :— 

" And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone 
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in 
God." John 3 :19-21. 

The idea is that those who do the truth will be 
willing to have the light of truth shine upon them; 
but they who do evil do not love to come in con-
tact with the truth, because that would reveal the 
error of their course. There are many more in this 
condition than is commonly supposed. Some people 
who condemn others as boldly resisting truth, and 
rejecting light, are doing the same thing themselves. 
How many are there who congratulate themselves 
that "we have the truth," who have not often 
shrunk from reading some portions of the Bible, or  

from some of the plainest and most direct portions 
of the testimonies of His Spirit? How many are 
there who have not, at times at least, felt nervous 
lest some particular sin should be pointed out in 
plain terms by the servant of God? Such ones are 
dreading the light, lest the evil that they are cher-
ishing deep in their hearts, scarcely acknowledging 
to themselves, should be reproved. 

The Lord desires "truth in the inward parts." 
It matters not how much truth one may possess, 
how firmly one may  hoed the theory, if he cher-
ishes evil in his inmost heart, so that he dreads 
the searching light of God's word, lie is resisting the 
truth just as surely as was Pharaoh, who said, "I 
know not the Lord; neither will I let Israel go." 
He is serving gods of his own devising, just the 
same as Pharaoh was. 

Having thus briefly noted how one may resist 
truth, let us look at the danger of such a course. 
Said Jesus :— 

" Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk 
while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon 
you; for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not 
whither he goeth." John 12 : 35. 

The opposite of light is darkness. It needs no 
argument, therefore, to show that when one rejects 
light, he chooses darkness. God is merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness, 
yet his Spirit will not always strive with man. He 
will plead with a man, will stretch out his hands a 
long time, but when the man hugs his sin to his 
bosom, persistently refusing to see the light that 
would show its deformity, the light will be with-
drawn. The man who, in the face of the light 
which God gives, cherishes impure desires and im-
aginings, and refuses to let them go, is getting ready 
to shut the last ray of light away from himself. 

And what will be the result? He will soon walk 
in darkness, and will not know whither he goes. 
The light that is in him will become darkness, and 
then how great his darkness will be. All this will 
come to the man whose eye is not single ; that is, 
who has not one aim and only one thing before 
him, namely, to serve God in spirit and in truth. 

When a man has thus shut light away from him, 
there is nothing bad that he may not be expected 
to do. How can he be expected to distinguish be-
tween truth and error when he is walking in dark-
ness of his own choosing. He may be, in a certain 
sense, sincere; that is, he may think that he is doing 
just right, because he is in the dark and all things 
look alike. There are men to-day in the ranks of 
blaspheming Spiritualists and blatant infidels, who 
once preached the plain truth of God's word, and 
they are as earnest in their advocacy of error as they • 
were once in their defense of truth. They cannot 
by any possibility see that which once looked so 
plain to them. It is now impossible for them to be-
lieve truth. Why? Because they received not the 
love  of theme truth. They cherished some secret sin 
which the light of truth condemned. They yielded 
themselves to the service of Satan, and now they are 
led captive by him at his will. 

Yet such an one will talk about morality, and will 
imagine that he is continually rising higher in the 
scale. How is this? Simply because his standard 
of truth and morality is constantly being low-
ered. He is continually drawing nearer his ideal, 
and so becoming nearer and nearer satisfied with 
himself, because as he sinks in the scale of morality, 
his ideal is lowered to a still greater degree. Terri-
ble delusion! Fighting God and his truth, yet 
imagining that he is serving God ; and what is worse 
than all, having no power ever again to know what 
is truth. How can those upon whom the truth 
shines as clear as the noonday sun, avoid this fate? 
Only by cherishing every ray of that light. Let it 
light up every corner of the heart. Say, with the 
psalmist, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee." Then shall your path 
be as the shining light, shining more and more unto 
the perfect day. 	 w. 

*lb 
"STUDY to show thyself approved unto God,  a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed." 
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plow oq the loornational  Wool 
r A SABBATH IN THE LIFE OF JESUS. 

(January 13.—Mark 1 : 21-34.) 
IMMEDIATELY after his baptism by John in Jordan, 

Jesus was "led by the Spirit into the wilderness," 
where he was "forty days tempted of the devil." 
Following this he spent probably six months in Ju-
dea, after which he went into Galilee accompanied 
by Andrew, Peter, James, and John. "And they 
went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sab-
bath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 
And they were astonished at his doctrine; for he 
taught them as one that had, authority, and not as the 
scribes." 

THE scribes, who were the teachers of the people, 
had but an imperfect understanding of the Scriptures, 
and their teachings were vague and involved, better 
calculated to befog the mind than to assist it to an 
understanding of the inspired writings. Not know- . 
ing the truth themselves, they certainly could not 
intelligently instruct others. With Jesus, however, 
the case was different. "He taught as being author-
ized by his own right and power to teach." He not 
only knew the truth, but he had been divinely com-
missioned to proclaim it ; he had received the spe-
cial anointing of the Holy Spirit at his baptism, and 
the testimony of some who heard him was, "Never 
man spake like this man." His words were with 
power, and they struck home to the hearts of those 
who heard as the cold and formal teaching of the 
scribes had no power to do. These teachers ex-
plained the law as a matter of custom, but their 
own hearts were unconverted, and their words had 
no power to move their hearers. 

WHILE at Cana, Christ had healed the ruler's son 
who lay sick at Capernaum, and on this occasion 
the synagogue was filled with people who were anx-
ious to see and hear one who had such power. 
Some were there, no doubt, from mere curiosity, but 
others from a desire to hear the truth ; and as the 
multitude hung upon his gracious words, a man in 
the congregation who had an unclean spirit, cried 
out, saying, "Let us alone; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to de-
stroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One 
of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. And when the unclean 
spirit bad torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he 
came out of him." 

AFTER leaving the synagogue the Saviour healed 
Simon's wife's mother, and then the same evening 
after the setting of the sun, which marked the close 
of the Sabbath, great multitudes came unto him "and 
he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, 
and cast out many devils." The influence of the 
Pharisees who accused the Saviour of breaking the 
Sabbath, "prevented many from applying to Jesus 
for relief from their infirmities upon the Sabbath 
day. They feared being stigmatized as transgressors 
of the law. But no sooner had the sun passed out 
of sight in the west than the diseased flocked to him 
from every quarter." And Jesus in his infinite com-
passion healed them. This circumstance suggests 
the question, "How did Christ regard the Sabbath, 
and what is his relation to it ? " The Saviour said, 
" It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath day ; " the 
Pharisees said that in working miracles upon that 
day he violated the Sabbath; what saith the Script-
ures? 

"THE Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath" (Mark 2 : 27), therefore that which is 
for man's highest good is lawful upon that day. 
" What is the chief end of man ? " is a question 
asked in an old catechism, and it is well answered 
in these words, "Man's chief end is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever ; " and it is as a means to this 
end that "the Sabbath was made for man," i. e., for 
the race. In order to glorify God, men must know 
and remember him as God, and it was that they 
might do this that the Sabbath was instituted in the  

beginning. "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy," " for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth," is the divine command and the divine reason 
for the command. And to the same intent are the 
words of the Lord relative to the children of Israel : 
"I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me 
and them, that they might know that I am the Lord 
that sanctify them." And as the design of the Sab-
bath is to keep in memory the work of the creation 
and the true God, it follows that whatever tends in 
the same direction is proper on the Sabbath. In 
this category must come assemblies for the worship 
of God even though they involve some labor, and 
manifestations of the divine power such as the work-
ing of miracles. The command specifies, "Six days 
shalt thou labor and do all thy work," but healing 
the sick, restoring sight to the blind, etc., is not man's 
work, but God's work, and they who see in it a des-
ecration of the Sabbath have more zeal for human 
traditions than for the honor of him who is the 
Lord of the Sabbath. But aside from these con-
siderations, the fact that Christ did these things 
upon the Sabbath proves that they were not 
violations of the divine law. He came not to de-
stroy the law (Matt. 5 : 17), but to magnify and make 
it honorable (Isa. 42:21), and just before his crucifix-
ion he testified to his disciples that he had kept his 
Father's commandments. John 15 : 10. Therefore 
we know that in no sense nor in any case did he 
break the Sabbath. 

Bur the Jews charged repeatedly that the Saviour 
did break the Sabbath, and some even who call 
themselves by his name, bring against him the same 
accusation, but he himself has most explicitly denied 
the charge. To those who made it anciently he 
said: "If ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have 
condemned the guiltless" (Matt. 12: 7), and his word 
says the same to-day. Christ was and is Lord of the 
Sabbath (Mark 2 :28), not to abolish it, or to desecrate 
it, but as its author, the one to whom it belongs. 
He it was by whom the worlds were made (Heb. 1 :2 ; 
John 1 :3 ; Col. 1 :16), and he it was who rested upon 
the seventh day at the close of creation week, and 
who blessed and sanctified it, setting it apart as the 
memorial of that work. To keep it in the proper 
spirit is to honor him even as we honor the Father 
(John 7 : 23), and to disregard it is to say by our acts 
that we do not recognize him as the Creator. 

C. P. B. 

The Wissionarg. 
NEW ZEALAND. 

THE winter has passed, and we are now 
holding a series of meetings in Napier, a 
small yet picturesque town of the North 
Island, bordered on one side by the sea and 
on the other by tall, dark mountains that rise 
to bathe their snowy crests in the flush of the 
morning cloud. Brother Daniells spent a few 
weeks in Melbourne, where a Conference was 
being organized, but returned in time to let 
us pitch our tent and start meetings before 
the end of October. The attendance and in-
terest have been very encouraging, and prom-
ise well for a company of Sabbath keepers 
in Napier. Fourteen have already taken 
their stand as the result of Bible-readings 
and tent work,and many others are thinking 
of taking the same steps. We believe God 
will raise up a people here who will be wait-
ing for the Master. 

There has been considerable opposition 
manifested by the enemies of the truth. 
The papers are teeming with warnings and 
anathemas against Adventists and Adventism, 
but this is nothing more than we may expect, 
and nothing more than every reform has had  

to meet. The message must go and God will 
take care of his truth. 

The churches at Auckland and Kaeo are 
beginning to see more importance in the mes-
sage, and the Sabbath-schools are deepening in 
their interest; but we long to realize more 
fully the converting power of God, and to 
reach the standard to which he would have 
his people attain. 

The canvassing is progressing, there having 
been nearly $2,000 worth of books disposed of 
since July, the tent sales alone amounting 
to $140. We are glad to see the good reports 
from other fields, and pray that the great Lord 
of the harvest will bless the seed sown in 
weakness. 	 R. HARE. 

Napier, New Zealand. 

AMONG THE CHURCHES IN NEVADA. 

IN company with Brother Shannon I vis-
ited all the companies of Sabbath keepers in 
Nevada. It was a pleasure to visit the old 
friends once more and make new acquaint-
ances of those who have lately embraced the 
truth. 

We spent some days with the friends at 
Reno, Carson, Dayton, and St. Clair, and held 
two meetings at Virginia City. We endeav-
ored to impress upon the minds of the people 
the importance of living holy lives in order 
to be fitted not only for Heaven, but to prove 
a blessing to others. 

As we unitedly drew nigh unto God, we 
realized his promise that he would draw nigh 
unto us. Confessions were made, hearts were 
united, backsliders were reclaimed, and all 
were benefited. 

The missionary work had our attention, 
and all heartily indorsed the new method of 
uniting the prayer and missionary meeting, 
and mailing the papers the same evening. 
All could see readily the importance of send-
ing out .our "able minister" fresh from the 
press. 

Eighty-six copies of the SIGNS were added 
to the list, and fifty-two missionary boxes 
were gladly taken, in which to deposit their 
offerings each first day as God prospers them. 
Brother Shannon was a good help to me, and 
we spent over one month together with profit 
to each other, and left all that we visited much 
encouraged; and if the vows are kept that 
were made, and witnessed by the Spirit of 
God, we shall expect to see an advance move-
ment of the cause of truth in Nevada. 

WILLIAM INGS. 
-i.  • I- 

, 

BE faithful in little things. Delude not 
yourself with the idea that you can be uncer-
tain and untrue in trifles, and yet be reliable 
and trustworthy in great matters. Trifles 
make up our life, and are the ultimate test of 
fidelity. The best will cannot ripen into per-
manent greatness when the fearful power of 
negligent habit in trivial things has given 
bent and character to the soul. God's laws 
are not broken with impunity. Character is 
not constituted by a brilliant dash now and 
then, but is what we make it by the use of 
our powers in the routine affairs of current 
life. Only those who are faithful in the few 
things of common life are to rule over many 
things in the exalted stations of the heavenly 
realms. Michigan Christian Advocate. 

WORK and play are necessary to each other, 
but they should not be mixed. 
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III Jame Tirrit. 
A SONG AT MIDNIGHT. 

"Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 

THERE can come no sorrow 
To this heart of mine, 

But will bring me pity 
From the heart divine. 

There can fall no shadow 
O'er the way I wend, 

But my Father's presence 
Will its brightness lend. 

I can know no anguish 
But he has a part, 

Ev'ry woe he shareth 
That can touch my heart. 

In my grief I trust him 
Though I cannot trace, 

Words of peace he speaketh 
Though he hides his face. 

Though my eyes are weeping, 
Though my soul is sore, 

Still at heart I praise him 
And his grace adore. 

Nought can be my portion 
But his love doth know, 

All for good is working 
Be it weal or woe. 

—R. M.  Offord, in  N. Y.  Observer. 

MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO 
RECEIVE. 

A NEW YEAR'S STORY. 

" I WONDER what I shall get for a New 
Year's gift?" said Ellen Grant, on the day 
before New Year's. 

"I'll tell you what I'd like to have," said 
little Mary. " I'd like to have one of the 
biggest wax dolls that could be found. As 
big as a real baby, and a great deal bigger, too. 
Wouldn't you, sister ?" 

" No ; but I would like to have—let me see 
what I would like to have ; " and Ellen sat 
and thought for a few moments. " Yes, I'd 
like to have a shawl just like Aunt Mary's." 

" And I'd like to have a pony," spoke up 
Harry. " Oh ! I wish father would buy me a 
pony for a New Year's gift." 

Thus the children talked, first wishing for 
one thing and then for another, while Aunt 
Prudence sat knitting and listening to what 
they said. At last little bright-eyed Mary, 
the merry pet of the house, came and leaning 
her arms on the knees of Aunt Prudence, 
looked up into her face, and said :— 

" What are you going to give me for a New 
Year's gift, Aunt Prudence?" 

" A kiss, dear," replied Aunt Prudence, 
"won't that do ? " 

"I want something besides a kiss. I get 
kisses every day." 

"Oh, yes, and what are you going to give 
me ?" spoke up Ellen. 

" And me, aunty ? " said Harry. 
" Wait until to-morrow, and we'll see. But 

I don't hear anything about what you are 
to give, only about what you expect to receive. 
Now, ain't that a little selfish? I am sure you 
might make somebody a present of something, 
and then be made to feel how true the words 
are, that it is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive. What do you say, children? You've 
got a good many dimes in your money boxes, 
and can make New Year's presents as well as 
anybody else." 

"Sure enough !" exclaimed Ellen, " so we  

can. I never thought of that. I have got 
two dollars in my money box. What shall 
I buy? Mother shall have a present and so 
shall father." 

" Can't you think of somebody," replied 
the aunt, " to whom you might make a New 
Year's present that would be useful? There 
are many people who have not the comforts 
of life, much less its luxuries. There are hun-
dreds of poor children who never think of 
toys, and for whom New Year's day comes 
and goes without bringing a present of any 
kind." 

Not far from where Mr. Grant, the father 
of these children, resided, lived a poor man 
iiamed Barker, who from sickness had not 
been able to do any work for many months. 
He had four children. The two oldest, Will-
iam and Jane, were only ten and twelve years 
of age, and Hetty and Philip were much 
younger. Since her father's sickness, Jane 
had got herself a place in a family to look 
after some children, for which she received 
a dollar a week. This, with about two dol-
lars a week which the mother earned by sew-
ing, was all the family had to live upon. 

New Year's day came with a sober face to 
the inmates of pwr Mr. Barker's comfortless 
home. The children looked for no presents, 
for even a full supply of nourishing food was 
lacking, and their clothing was now worn 
almost to tatters. 

For breakfast they had some milk and 
water and a dish of fried potatoes. Hunger 
made these sweet to the taste, and they ate 
with a keen relish. After the table was cleared 
awdy, and the room swept up, Mrs. Barker sat 
down at her sewing—there was no holiday for 
her—and Mr. Barker took a book, as he lay 
on his bed, and gave each of his children a 
lesson. 

"I wish they would let Jane come home 
to-day," he said, after he had given the lessons. 
"It is New Year's, and they might give the 
poor child a few hours' holiday." 

As he finished speaking, the door opened, 
and Jane came in. The smiles that half 
awoke upon the father's lips died away as he 
saw that tears were in the eyes and glistened 
upon the cheeks of his child. 

"Jane, dear," said he tenderly, "what is the 
matter? " as the child came hastily across the 
room, the moment she closed the door, and, 
sinking down upon a chair by the bed, hid 
her face among the clothes and sobbed. 

Mrs. Barker threw aside her work, and 
came and laid her hand gently on the neck of 
her daughter, repeating what the father had 
said, with yet a more earnest and tender ex-
pression :— 

" Jane, dear, what is the matter? " 
But it was some time before Jane could find 

voice to express her grief. At last, putting 
her hand in her pocket, she took out a dollar, 
her last week's wages, and, handing it to her 
mother, said in broken accents :— 

" They've sent me home, mother." 
"Why, dear ?" asked Mrs. Barker. 
" Because my clothes are so poor, and my 

boots are all worn out so, they say I'm not 
fit to be seen in a decent body's house." 

And the child wept and sobbed again. 
Poor Mr. Barker caught his breath several 

times, like a person who tries to conceal the 
emotion that nearly overmasters him; and 
Mrs. Barker, unable to contain her feelings,  

laid  her head down upon Jane's shoulder to 
hide her tears. 

At last Mrs. Barker, feeling that such weak 
 ti 

ness on her part was not right, raised herself 
up, and said, with a voice as steady as she 
could command :— 

"Don't take it so to heart, Jane. We will 
buy you a pair of boots with this money, and 
I will alter you one of my old frocks to-day, 
so that you can go back to-morrow looking 
quite smart." 

" But you need the money, mother, in the 
family," replied Jane looking up and drying 
her tears. " It won't do for me to spend it 
all for a pair of boots." 

"You must have boots, you know, my 
child. These you have are all worn out. We 
can't expect people to keep you if you have 
not decent clothes. So we will buy the boots, 
and trust that Providence will help us to get 
along. If we use the money in the family 
this week, you cannot earn us anything next 
week, nor, perhaps, at all ; but if we buy the 
boots, and you go back, you will bring us 
home a dollar next week, and so on week 
after week. It is therefore best for us that 
you should have the boots. Don't you think 
so ? " 

And Mrs. Barker turned to her husband. 
" I do certainly," he replied. 
And so it was determined that the boots 

should be bought, and that Jane should see• 
about the house and cook their frugal dinner, 
while the mother altered one of her old frocks, 
to fit her. 

The frock was brought down from a closet 
upstairs, turned over and over by Mrs. Barker,. 
and examined in every part, before she put 
the scissors into it. It was very thin in many-
places and worn clear through in others. 

"It isn't worth the labor of making  OITHT,".  

she at length said, letting it fall into her lap. 
" I am sure it won't hold together two weeks."' 

Just as she said this, someone knocked at the 
door, and William ran and opened it. A 
colored man stepped in, and, putting down a 
large hamper on the floor, said :— 

"I was told to leave this here," and he' 
turned and went out before anyone could: 
ask him a question. 

"What does this mean?" asked Mr. Barker,. 
raising himself from the bed. "There must, 
be some mistake." 

" We will soon see," replied his wife, laying 
aside her work and taking hold of the hamper,. 
which proved to be heavy. It was covered 
with a newspaper, which, on removal, showed 
a package neatly done up, marked, " New 
Year's gift for Jane." 

Jane, to whom it was handed, hurriedly 
broke the string, and out fell a pair of strong 
leather boots very little worn, two pairs of 
stockings—but there was still something else 
in the package, which, upon examination, 
proved to be a handsome print frock. 

While Jane was examining the contents of 
her package, the mother was going deeper 
into the hamper. The next thing taken out 
was a pair of India rubber shoes, a package 
of sugar, one of tea, another of coffee, and an-
other containing six or seven pounds of rice, 
each marked, " A New Year's gift for Mrs. 
Barker." Then there was a very good jacket 
and a pair of trowsers for William, and shoes 
and stockings for Philip and Hetty ; and last, 
a paper of sweet Malaga grapes, marked, "For 

Tin 
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&Ir. Barker," and as much New Year's cake as 
could be crowded into the hamper between 
the other things. 

r Surprised, bewildered, yet happy even to 
tears, was that poor family on that long-
remembered New Year's morning. 

"Where are they all from, mother ? " asked 
Mr. Barker, as soon as he could speak, after 
the excitement of the first surprise was over. 

" Heaven only knows," replied Mrs. Barker. 
"They are sent from above." 

"And to God we are thankful," said the 
sick man, lifting his eyes upward. " He that 
feedeth the ravens will not suffer us to want." 

"I know where they came from " ex-
claimed Jane, breaking in upon her father's 
expression of thankfulness, and holding up 
the frock she had received at the moment she 
stood so much in need of one. " This is Ellen 
Grant's dress; I remember it very well. She 
wore it the day I went there, a few weeks 
ago." 

"And this is Harry Grant's jaclet," said 
Willie. 

" Are you sure ?" asked Mrs. Barker. 
"Oh, yes, I know it right well. I've seen 

him wear it many a time." 
" Bless the children I" ejaculated Mr. 

Barker, whose mind had a strong suspicion 
of the truth. " If it is their presents—if they 
have remembered us in their happiness—may 
Heaven reward them a hundred-fold." 

Jane tried on her frock and shoes and they 
fitted her as well as if they had been made 
for her. She staid at home a couple of hours, 
and then went back to her place, looking so 
much smarter than when she went away that 
the lady said :-- 

"You should have worn those clothes before." 
" But I didn't have them," replied Jane. 
"Where did they come from?" asked the 

lady. 
Thus questioned, Jane related, in the most 

artless yet touching manner, the distress of 
her father and mother when she went home; 
and then told of the timely relief that came 
from friends unknown. 

We cannot stop to tell of all the beautiful 
presents that Ellen Grant, and Mary, and 
Harry received on New Year's day. Papa 
and mamma had not forgotten them. Nor 
had papa and mamma been forgotten by the 
children, who, under the direction of Aunt 
Prudence, had laid out all the money in their 
money boxes in order to buy presents ; and 
in bestowing them they did indeed prove it 
to be true that " it is more blessed to give than 
to receive." 

Evening had come—the evening of New 
Year's day—and all the children were in the 
parlor with papa and mamma and Aunt 
Prudence, when a servant brought in a note 
directed to Mr. and Mrs. Grant. On breaking 
the seal, Mr. Grant read aloud :— 

" To MR. AND MRS. GRANT : For your generous 
kindness to us this day, our hearts are full of grati-
tude. Your presents came in a moment of great 
need, when we knew not which way to turn, and 
fully supplied that need. Jane was sent home from 
her place this morning because her boots were worn 
out, and her clothes not decent for her to be seen in 
a respectable family. The frock and boots just fit 
her, and she went back with a light heart. Comfort-
able boots and warm stockings were needed by the 
children above all things. You have supplied them, 
and may Heaven reward you a hundred-fold. For-
give this expression of our gratitude ; but I felt that 
I could not sleep to-night without letting you know 
the real good you have done, and the warmth of 
our thankfulness. 	 MARY BARKER." 

"What does all this mean?" asked Mr. 
Grant. " Do you understand it, mother? " 

" Not a word of it," replied Mrs. Grant, 
with a look of surprise. "There is some 
mistake. We are receiving thanks for bene-
fits conferred by others. It is good to re-
member the poor, but we have forgotten 
them this day. That touching letter of Mrs. 
Barker's rebukes me deeply." 

" Why, what's the matter, Ellen? and 
Harry? and Mary? What ails you children ? " 
asked Mr. Grant, looking from face to face of 
the little ones, and being unable to compre-
hend the expression that rested upon each. 

" Let me explain," said Aunt Prudence. 
And she told how the children had spent 
their money in buying things for a New 
Year's present to the family of poor Mr. 
Barker, and how they had sent clothing also, 
that she had picked out from such as they 
had outgrown or thrown aside. But how 
Mrs. Barker knew where they came from was 
more than she could tell. 

"And my children have done this!" said 
Mr. Grant, with much emotion, drawing them 
to his side, and pressing his lips tightly upon 
their pure young foreheads. " How happy 
they have made me! And they, too, are happy 
—happier in thus giving than they ever were 
in receiving."—T. S. Arthur. 

REVERIE. 

IN the dear old chamber at grandmother's, 
and alone. Time, twilight; the day has been 
close and muggy ; now a gentle breeze sways 
the leafy boughs overhead, and as I sit in 
the little old-fashioned rocker at the window, 
how my thoughts go wool-gathering ! Back 
to the happy days of childhood, when life 
was all sunshine, and the future appeared so 
brilliant And a dreamy, peaceful some-
thing whispers, Make the most of each mo-
ment; time flies, and wasted opportunities 
ne'er return. And a devout thankfulness to 
God fills my heart, for many things—just 
now for solitude. Often we most appreciate 
a congenial companion, truly we should ; at 
other times nothing suffices but an hour all 
alone ; it is fully as needful; but are we 
alone ? Memory brings myriads of loved 
ones, gone on perhaps beyond the gates, but 
not forgotten; it may be that thoughts less 
kind crowd in upon us, for, alas ! who has not 
regrets? 

Dear heart, look not back upon the past, 
except it be to avoid like quicksands in the 
future. 

In the last great day, when all alike may 
perchance see what the mistake of life has 
been, great the rejoicing of that soul who, 
not dwelling upon the things gone by, press-
ing forward with new courage and fresh life 
from the Giver of all good, marks a record in 
excellence surpassing all his first fond hopes. 
Take then the motto—only to-day—and 
waste no golden moments in regrets. A sin-
cere prayer to the Father above will bring 
the needed strength when another sun rises, 
and "to-morrow " becomes " to-day. "—Chris-
tian at Work. 

On, what a load of struggle and distress 
Falls off before the cross 1 The feverish 

• care; 
The wish that we were other than we are; 
The sick regrets; the yearnings numberless. 

• —Chauncey Hare Townehend. 

gran anti Wiempevvarc. 

THE HYGIENE OF OLD AGE. 

H. C. WOOD, M. D., has an excellent article 
under the foregoing title in the December Good 
Health, from which the following, relative to 
food and how it should be eaten, is an ex-
tract :— 

The first question is in regard to food. 
The teeth in old age are, of course, lost, and 
they should, unless under exceptional circum-
stances, be replaced by artificial teeth; for the 
thorough chewing of food is even more neces-
sary in the old man than in the young, be-
cause in the old the digestive powers are apt 
to fail. With the best artificial teeth, masti-
cation is apt to be imperfectly performed; 
hence, the food of the aged should be soft and 
readily comminuted, and espeCially should it 
be of easy digestion. Very few old people 
need stimulating diet; very many are injured 
by an excess of nitrogenous food. The kid-
neys, like all other organs, are feeble; and if 
meats and other rich foods are used in excess, 
they greatly increase the strain upon these 
organs. Milk and milk products, or prepara-
tions of breadstuffs cooked with milk, should 
form a very large porportion of the food of 
the ordinary aged individual; but individual 
peculiarities differ so much that personal med-
ical counsel should in all cases be taken, so 
that the diet may be regulated to the needs 
of the individual case. Very many old peo-
ple are hurt by the use of food in excessive 
quantity; but little exercise can be taken, all 
growth has ceased, and the bodily furnaces 
which make heat are able to destroy but very 
little of food fuel. 

. 	I. 

CONSUMPTION AND TIGHT LACING. • 

THE unnatural and most injurious habit 
of contracting the waist and chest by stays, 
in a vice-like grip, interferes with the func-
tions of all the abdominal, pelvic, and thoracic 
organs. The circulation and proper function 
of the liver and spleen are greatly interfered 
with, digestion and chylification are impaired, 
the pelvic organs are depressed below their 
normal level, the diaphragm is prevented 
from proper play, and the ribs cannot expand 
the chest walls; and the inevitable conse-
quence is deficient respiration and aeration 
of the blood [and consumption]. 

Under five years of age, the census of 1870 
and 1880 show more deaths of males than 
females from this disease. They also show 
a gradual increase of females after that age, 
to ten years; and after that to fifteen the in-
crease is quite rapid, so that at the latter age 
the census of 1870 gives deaths of males, five 
hundred and one, and of females, one thou-
sand and fifty-six; and for 1880 the dispro-
portion is still greater. Between the ages of 
fifteen and twenty it is considerably more 
than double. This is the tribute females pay 
to fashion at that age. Females continue to 
hold the ascendency till thirty-five years, in 
the census of 1870, and to the fortieth year 
in that of 1880, when the males again come 
to the front, and lead the list the balance of 
life.—St. Louis Courier of Medicine. 

• 4. 
" EAT ye that which is good." lea. 55:2. 
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RELIGIOUS. 

—Illinois has 298 Christian Endeavor societies, 
with a membership of over 12,000. 

—A new church edifice of Chicago has on its 
corner-stone the words," We preach Christ crucified." 

—A conference between committees of the North-
ern and Southern Presbyterian Churches, looking to 
perfect co-operation instead of union, was held in 
New York on the 28th ult. 

—The Catholic priest whose occupancy of a part 
of one of the public school buildings in Pittsburg, 
Pa., for parochial school purposes, caused so much 
feeling in that and other Pennsylvania cities, has de-
cided to vacate the building. 

—It is said that the Hebrews of New York City 
this year quite generally observed Christmas. Re-
ligious services were held in the synagogues, and in 
most other respects the day was observed according 
to the general custom of those who make the day a 
semi-religious festival. 

—A recent Eastern dispatch states that the trustees 
of the Normal College of New Jersey are considering 
the preparation of an amendment to the State Con-
stitution prohibiting the establishment .of schools, 
the purpose of which is to withdraw pupils from the 
public schools. The amendment is directly aimed 
at the parochial schools. 

—On the evening of the 28th ult. the Presbyterian 
Union of New York gave a reception to the com-
mittee on the reunion of the Northern and Southern 
General Assemblies. Addresses were made by Revs. 
Howard Crosby, Charles L. Thompson, Moses H. 
Hoge of Richmond, and Joseph T. Smith of Balti-
more. Dr. Hoge expressed the hope that the North-
ern and Southern assemblies would soon be together 
under one general head. 

—The topics suggested by the Evangelical Alliance 
for the week of prayer, January 6 to 13, are: Monday, 
January 7, Thanksgiving and Confession ; Tues-
day, The Holy Spirit; Wednesday, The Family and 
the Church; Thursday, Reforms; Friday, Missions; 
Saturday, Nations. Sermons are suggested for Sun-
day, January 6, from Isa. 60 :1 ; Rom. 13:14; John 
15:5; Phil. 4 :13 ; and for Sunday, January 13, 
from 1 Cor. 3: 9 and 15 : 58. 

—At the convention of theological professors 
in New York on the 27th ult. a national academy 
of theology was founded. The object of the acad-
emy is the prosecution of theology as a, science. 
These officers were elected: President, Prof. James 
Strong, D. D., of the Drew Theological Seminary ; 
vice-president, Prof. E. V. Gerhart, D. D., of the The-
ological Seminary of the Reformed Church, Lancas-
ter, Pa.; register, Prof. Marcus D. Buell, of the Bos-
ton University and School of Theology ; secretary, 
Prof. C. D. Hartrand, D. D., of the Hartford Theolog-
ical Seminary ; treasurer, Prof. F. Gardner, D. D., of 
the Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown, Conn. 

SECULAR. 

—December 28 an earthquake-shock was felt in 
England. 

—Snow-slides are causing trouble-on the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad. 
. —The Russian Budget for 1889 shows a surplus in-
come of 2,000,000 roubles. 

—Several shocks of earthquake were felt in South-
ern Spain on the 27th ult. 

—December 27 the town of Audubon, D. T., was 
nearly wiped out of existence by fire. 

—Steps are being taken to develop the oil field 
known to exist near Gallup, New Mexico. 

—Trains on the New York Central and Hudson 
River Railroad are successfully heated by steam from 
the engines. 

—During his recent visit to Victoria, B. C., the 
evangelist Moody established a -coffee-house in that 
city for sailors. 

—The entire business portion of Marblehead, 
Mass., was burned on the 26th ult. The loss is esti-
mated at $750,000. 

—Thread from nettle fiber is now spun so fine that 
it requires sixty miles of it to weigh two and one-
half pounds. Nettle fiber is also extensively used 
in making ropes. 

—The official journal of the French Government 
 announces an increase in the army of 15,000 foot 

chasseurs,  by the addition of two companies to each 
thirty battalions. 

—The Hebrews who entered Utah with John-
son's army in 1868 have built a commodious syna-
gogue in Salt Lake. 

—A sister of Lord Dunallarey was thrown from 
her saddle and dragged to death while hunting in 
Ireland on the 28th ult. 

—Bauereisen, the Burlington and Quincy dyna-
miter, has been found guilty and sentenced to two 
years in the penitentiary. 

—On the 28th ult. a shell burst in a powder maga-
zine at Messina, Sicily, killing twenty-two soldiers 
and injuring many others. 

—A young man who entered a burning house near 
Nebraska City, Neb., on the 26th ult., to secure some 
clothing, was burned to death. 

—December 23 the Italian Chamber of Deputies, 
by a vote of 175 to 32, passed a bill authorizing a 
credit of 145,000,000 lire for defenses. 

—News has recently been received in this country 
of two more battles in Samoa. The killed and 
wounded numbered some two hundred. 

—The most powerful artificial light in the world 
is at St. Catherine's light-house, in the Isle of Wight. 
It is estimated at more than 7,000,000 candle-power. 

—Four men were instantly killed and two others 
fatally injured at Denver, Col., on the 26th ult., by 
the caving of the bank of a ditch in which they were 
working. 

—Edison is working on an invention which he 
claims will enable him to produce electricity directly 
from burning coal without the use of boilers, engines, 
or dynamoes. 

—December 25 six out of seven members of a boat-
ing party .on San Francisco Bay were drowned by 
the capsizing of their boat some distance off South 
San Francisco. 

—A house in Harrisburg, Pa., in which a party of 
colored people were engaged in dancing, was blown 
up with dynamite on the night of the 27th ult. A 
number of the inmates were seriously injured. 

—Nearly the entire village of Hermansville, 
was destroyed by fire on the 22d ult. No lives were 
lost, but owing to the severe weather and the poor 
shelter available many of the people suffered in-
tensely. 

—Dr. Alexander McDonald, general superintendent 
of the insane asylum on Ward's Island, has become 
insane. The Doctor was one of the experts whose tes-
timony convicted Guiteau, the assassin of President 
Garfield. 

—The second inquiry into the recent accident to 
the Czar's train at Horkier resulted in attributing 
the disaster to a criminal conspiracy. All of the re-
cently discharged railway employes will shortly be 
arrested. 

—The attorney-general of Pennsylvania has begun 
suit against the Western Union and the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Companies for the forfeiture of 
their charters for violation of the constitution of the 
State by consolidating. 

—The great strike of coal miners at Newcastle, 
New South Wales, was settled recently and the men 
returned to work after thirteen weeks of enforced 
idleness. The loss to mine owners and strikers is 
estimated at $1,500,000. 

—From 1827 to 1852 suicides increased in France 
from 48 per million inhabitants to 102 per million, 
and since the latter date the increase has been 
scarcely less rapid. In Saxony the rate had in 
1877 reached 391 per million. 

—Work continues on the Panama Canal, and it is 
stated that there are at the present time about 9,000 
laborers employed upon it. Notwithstanding the 
serious embarrassment of the company, it is thought 
that the canal will be completed. 

—It is said that General Boulanger is rapidly gain-
ing in influence in French affairs. He aspires to the 
presidency of the republic, and his cause has recently 
been espoused by General Montalbon, a very influ-
ential man in the councils of the nation. 

—As to the number of children being educated in 
Anarchist Sunday-schools, the Pilot says, "Nearly 
1,200 children, ranging from four to sixteen years, 
are gathered into those schools in Chicago to be 
brought up in antagonism to all religion and to all 
law. 

—It is said that Mormons have been evading the 
law in Idaho and receiving the privilege of voting 
by being excommunicated from the church just be-
fore an election and being re-instated just after. The 
Legislature proposes to remedy this by requiring the 
test oath to declare the affiant's separation from the 
church to have taken place at least two years prior 
to the application to vote. 

—The report of the Illinois Railroad and Ware-
house Commission for the year shows that 601 per-
sons were killed, and 1,974 injured, on the Illinois 
railroads. The total income of the roads from al} 
sources is $61,338,000, an increase of $4,500,000 over 
last year. 

—The question of the probabilities of a European 
war are again being discussed by foreign papers. A 
late dispatch says that a tone of anxious expectancy 
is heard everywhere in all circles throughout Europe 
and that scarcely any sudden development would 
surprise the people. 

—The steamer  Haytien Republic, seized some weeks 
since by the authorities of Hayti for violation of the 
blocade, has on demand of this Government been 
delivered up to the American men-of-war sent to 
secure her release. The people of that country con-
sider the action of the United States as an abuse of 
power against a weak nation. 

—Recent advices from South America state that 
Chili has a second time interfered to prevent the 
settlement of the foreign debt of Peru, and it is now 
very plain that she will permit nothing to be done 
that will interfere with her purpose to annex the 
prostrate republic and extend her boundary along 
the entire west coast of the continent. 

—Sunday morning, December 23, the steamer 
Kate Adams was burned on the Mississippi River, 
near Comtherce, Miss., and fourteen lives were lost. 
The following day the propellor  Lief Erickson was 
burned near Seattle, W. T., with a loss of seven lives. 
This was followed by the burning of the steamer 
John H. Hanna  on Christmas-day, near Plaquemine, 
La., with the loss of some forty lives. 

—The late school election in Boston, in which 
some 20,000 women voted, was held in connection 
with the regular election of city officers, and as the 
ballots for both elections were the same size and on 
the same colored paper, quite a number of women, 
either by mistake or designedly, voted the entire 
municipal ticket. Election contests will result, and 
the whole election may be declared void. 

—A Central Pacific express car was robbed on the 
night of the 21st ult. near Clipper Gap, Placer 
County, in this State. The robbery was accomplished 
while the train was running between stations, the 
thieves having secreted themselves on top of the ex-
press car while the engine was taking water near 
the scene of the robbery. The amount of booty 
secured is placed by the express company at only a 
little over $3,000. 

—December 23 three small boys entered a powder 
magazine near Mount Vernon, Ohio, for the purpose 
of smoking. Two of them seemed to realize the 
danger and ran away, but the eldest, a boy of four-
teen years, remained, probably to show his bravery. 
In a short time an explosion took place, killing the 
boy who caused it, and doing immense damage to 
property. Seventeen men were badly injured, and 
several houses within a mile were wrecked. There 
were in the magazine 10 cases of dynamite and 210 
kegs of powder. 

—On the 23d ult. some Chicago Anarchists were 
prevented by the police from holding a meeting at 
a certain place in that city ; it seems, however, that 
they had provided for just such a contingency as 
police interference, and the delegates repaired to a 
quiet saloon on West Randolph Street, where, in ac-
cordance with their program, they completed their 
formal organization. Before adjourning they elected 
Mayor Roche, Chief of Police Hubbard, and Inspector 
Bonfield honorary members of the Arbeiter Bund. 
The fact that the meeting was held was not learned 
until a late hour. The police were somewhat cha-
grined. 

HEALDSBURG COLLEGE, 
HEALDSBURG, CAL. 

A MODEL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION, 
ESTABLISHED IN 1882. 

SEVEN YEARS OF GREAT PROSPERITY BECAUSE FOUNDED ON SOUND 

PRINCIPLES. LABOR COMBINED WITH STUDY. 

Fouls courses of instruction, classical, scientific, biblical, and 
normal ; also preparatory instruction given in  a primary and  a 
grammar course. 

Instruction thorough and practical, not only in the collegi-
ate courses but especially so in the preparatory courses. 

Discipline rigid, yet parental, combined with strong moral 
and religious influences. 

Expenses moderate. The whole cost to the student for tui-
tion, board, lodging, lights, washing,—all expenses except for 
books and clothes, from $18 to $20 per month of four weeks. 

Spring term begins Monday December 31, 1888. For descrip-
tive catalogue and further information address the principal, 

W. C. GRAINGEB, liealdsburg, Cal. 
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Publishers' Pepartmmt. 
OUR GENERAL AGENTS. 

Arkansas Tract Society—W. G. Smith, Sec., lock-  box 249, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Australia—Echo Publishing House, North Fitzroy, Victoria. 
Canada Tract Society—Mrs. R. S. Owen, South Stukely, P. Q. 
China and Japan—A. LaRue, International Tract Society, 

Queens Road 219, Hongkong, China. 
Colorado Tract Society—S. E. Whiteis, Sec., 812 Nineteenth 

Ave., Denver, Col. 
Dakota Tract Society—A. H. Beaumont, Sec., Vilas, Miner 

Co.. Dakota. 
District of Columbia—Mr. W. H. Saxby, 1831 Vermont Ave. 

N. W. Washington, D. C. 
England—International Tract Society, 48 Paternoster Row, 

London E. C. 
Georgia and Florida—Charles F. Curtis, cor. S. Boulevard 

and Bryan Sts., Atlanta, Ga. 
Hawaiian Islands—International Tract So., Honolulu, H. I. 
Illinois Tract Society—F. T. Poole, 26 and 28 College Place, 

Chicago. 
Indiana Tract Society—J. W. Moore, Sec., 175 Central Ave., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Iowa Tract Society—Leroy T. Nicola, Sec., 603 East 12th St., 

Des Moines, Iowa. 
Islands of' the Pacific—John I. Tay and Elder A. J. Cudney, 

traveling agents, Papeete, Tahiti. 
Kansas Tract Society—L. Dyo Chambers, Sec., No. 821 West 

Fifth St., Topeka Kan. 
Kentucky—Elsie K. Scott, Cecilian, Hardin Co., Ky. 
Maine Tract Society—M. Russell, Sec., No. 110 State St., 

Bangor, Me. 
Maryland—Elder D. E. Lindsey. Easton, Talbot Co., Md. 
Michigan Tract Society—Hattie House, Sec., Review and Her-

ald Office, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Minnesota Tract Society—C. N. Woodward, 336 East Lake St., 

Minneapolis, Minn., P. 0. Box 1058. 
Missouri Tract Society—Mrs. Clara Jones, Sec.. 606 Ohio 

St., Sedalia Mo. 
Nebraska Tract Society—Mrs. N. H. Druillard, Sec., 1505 E St., 

Lincoln, Neb. 
New England—N. E. Tract Society, Mrs. E. T. Palmer, Sec., 

South Lancaster, Mass. 
New York City and Brooklyn, N. Y.—T. A. Kilgore, No. 43 

Bond St., New York. 
New York State—J. V. Willson, Sec., N. Y. Tract Society, 317 

West Bloomfield St., Rome, N. Y. 
New Zealand—International Tract Society, Turner St., off 

Upper Queen St., Auckland, N. Z. 
North Carolina—N. B. England, Newton, Catawba Co., N. C. 
North Pacific—N. P. Tract Society, Charles A. Wyman, Sec., 

Box 18, East Portland, Or. 
Norway—Sundhedsblactet, 74 Akersgaden, Christiania, Nor. 
Ohio Tract Society—L. T. Dysert, Sec., 440 Floyd St., Toledo. 
Pennsylvania Tract Society—L. C. Chadwick, Sec., Cor. Hep- 

burn and Fifth Streets, Williamsport, Penn., Box 2716. 
South Africa—International Tract Society, No. 5 Scott. St., 

Cape Town. 
Switzerland—Iraprimerie Polyglotte, 48 Weiberweg, Bagel. 
Tennessee—J. R. Dortch, Springville, Henry Co., Tenn. 
Texas Tract Society—T. T. Stevenson, Sec. Denton, Texas. 
Upper Columbia—U. C. Tract Society, Mrs. L. A. Fero, Sec., 

Box 523, Walla Walla, W. T. 
Vancouver Island—Bernard Robb, 14 Third St., Victoria, B. C. 
Vermont—Lizzie A. Stone, 409 South Union St., Burlington. 
Virginia—Amy A. Neff, Quicksburgh, Shenandoah Co., Va. 
West Virginia—Mrs. Nelia M. Stone, Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Wisconsin Tract Society—S. D. Hartwell, 1929 Jenifer St., 

Madison, Wis. 
ti 	1. ft. 1. 

RECEIPTS. 

No:rim—The change of figures on the addresff labels will be' 
in all cases a sufficient receipt for money sent for the paper. 
If these changes do not appear in due time, and If bookiordered 
by mail are not received, please •notify us. All other business is 
acknowledged below. 

1. REMIT by Bank Draft, Money Order, or Express Order. 
Z. If Postal Note or paper money is sent, register the letter. 
S. Drafts should be made payable to the PACIFIC PRESS, On 

New York or San Francisco banks. Those-written on-o 
banks cost us exchange. 

rormax MtssioNs.—Vacaville $7.05. 
EUROPEAN MISSION.—A W McPhie $5. 
MISSIONARY SHIP Fum—Mrs S T Coffin $3. 
$RITISH AND HOME MISSIONS.—Wm Ings $20. 
RECEIVED ON Accomm—Ill Tract Society $500. 
CALIFORNIA CITY MISSIONS.—Amelia Heald $5.10, 

S Thurston $5.10. 

SHARES IN HEALTH RETREAT.—Wm Ings-$20, Mrs 
H A Poulson $10. 	. 

CALIFORNIA TRAor SOCIETY.—Dist No 3 Oakland 
$71.50, A W McPhie $5, L N Whisby $11.25, H H 
McKinstry $15.60, C A Carey $5, N F Burgess $5. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE FUND.—Wm Ings $13.90, 
Mrs M E Abbott $1, E S Loughlin $15, W R Lamb 
$1.50, Reno $135.70, John A Burden $20, Vacaville 
$91.20, Mrs Williams $5, A_J.  Drulard $3,-J G Smith 
$15,.Lemoore $48.75. 

• St 

THE JANUARY SENTINEL. 
1THE American Sentinel for January, 1889, is one of the 

best numbers for general circulation that has yet been 
issued. This opinion seems to be shared by others, for 
various State Tract Societies are sending in orders for 
from 5,000 to 40,000 copies to use in their Conference 
for missionary work. Some societies send the Senti-
nel to all the editors in their State, others to lawyers, 
doctors, and educational men, while 'some distribute 
the papers among all that can read English. 

The innuary Sentinel contains: "The Illinois Sun-
day Convention," "Principles, Not Parties," "A Na-
tional Reform Ally," "Freedom in Religion," " The 
National Sunday Convention," " Sunday-law Argu-
ments," "The Amended Sunday Bill," " Our Position 
Again Stated," etc. 

The publishers have already printed 100,000 cop-
ies of the January issue, and say that they would 
like to make the circulation a quarter of a million 
(250,000) copies. Will you aid in this laudable 
work? The papers will be mailed for $1.50 per 100 
or $12 per 1,000 copies. Order from the Secretary 
of your State Tract Society, or address the publishers, 
American Sentinel, 1059 Castro St., Oakland, Cal. 

4Piregn 443  WV, 	44414eggf 
g(04;4.  

A RELIGIOUS JOURNAL FOR ALL CLASSES. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY THE S. D. A. PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, AT 
BATTLE CREEK, MICR. (WITH BRANCH OFFICES AT 26 AND 

28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILL., AND TORONTO, ONT.) 
SIXTEEN nicely printed pages, 13% by 19% inches, filled with 

choice new reading matter every week, upon all the Prophetic 
themes of the Bible, the Signs of the Times, Second Coming of 
Christ at Hand, Closing Reforms in the Church, the Gospel of 
Christ, Faith, Repentance, Conversion, Practical Godliness, 
etc., etc. 

Established in 1850 as the organ of the S. D. Adventist de-
nomination, and now in its sixty-sixth volume with a stronger 
corps of contributors, and a wider circle of readers than ever 
before. 

It contains a record of the progress of the S. D. Adventist 
movement in all its branches, with such notice of contempo-
rary events in the Political and Religious Worlds as will be of 
interest to the friends of this cause. Price, in advance, $2.00 
per year. 

Address, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

FA.TFIERS 
OF THE 

BY E. J. WAGGONER. 

Hi:mom-repeats itself, because human nature is the same in 
all ages of the world. Hence, he who would know how to 
avoid error in the future, must know how errors have developed 
in the past. The "Fathers of the Catholic Church " shows the 
condition of the heathen world at the time of Christ, briefly 
states the principles of ancient heathen philosphy, and shows 
how the adoption of these principles by prominent men in the 
church, and the incautious lowering of the standard of pure 
Christianity, developed the Papacy, which was simply a new 
phase of paganism. It shows that by the time of Constantine 
every phase of the Papacy was fully developed, and was only 
waiting for supreme power. The chapter on 

SUN-WORSHIP AND SUNDAY 

Is alone worth the price of the book. Fine English cloth, sub-
stantially bound, contains about 400 pages, and will be sent 
post-paid at the nominal price of $1.00. 

Address the PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING Co., Oakland, Cal. 
REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich., Or PACIFIC PRESS 
PUBLISHING Co., 43 Bond St., New York City. 

VIEWS OF NATIONAL REFORM. 
PACKAGE NO. 1, 184 PAGES, 20 CENTS. 

THIS package contains thirteen tracts treating upon the va-
rious phases of the National Reform movement, as follows :— 

NO. 	 PAGES. 
1. Religious Legislation, 	  8 
2. Religious Liberty,    8 
3. National Reform and the Rights of Conscience, . 	16 
4. The American Papacy, 	  16 
5. Bold and Base Avowal, 	  16 
6. National Reform is Church and State, 	  16 
7. Purity of National Religion, 	  8 
8. The Salem Witchcraft, 	  8 
9. What Think Ye of Christ? 	  8 

10. National Reformed Constitution and the American 
Hierarchy 	  24 

11. The Republic of Israel, 	  8 
12. National Reformed Presbyterianism,. 	 32 
13. The National Reform Movement an Absurdity,.. 	 16 
The above package will be sent post-paid to any address for 

twenty cents. 
Address, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL. Oakland, Cal. 

THE HOME OF THE SA YED. 
BY ELD. J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 

THIS pamphlet gives the Bible evidence upon the interesting 
topic of the earth made new, as the inheritance of the saints. 
It contains 82 pages.. Price, 10 cents. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Col. 

GERMAN EDITION OF 

THE LIFE OY CHRIST. 
• BY MRS. E. G. Warn. 

AUTHOR OF "THE GREAT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN CHRIST AND 
SATAN," "SKETCHES FROM THE LIFE OF PAUL," "BIBLE SANC-

TIFICATION," AND OTHER VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS. 

Tins new volume from the pen of the above gifted author, 
who is already so well known both in this country and in Eu. 
rope from her previous writings on religious and temperance 
topics, will be hailed with delight by the German-reading pub-
lic throughout the world. 

This work is written in a simple, yet terse and interesting 
narrative style, and brings out many gems of truth in the life 
and works of Christ which cannot but awaken new interest 
and arouse a deeper love for the Saviour of mankind. 

The book is for all classes, rich and poor, high and low, 
young and old. All can learn valuable lessons from this life 
of the "Great Teacher." 

"The Life of Christ" is printed in clear, large type, from 
new plates, on fine calendered paper, and contains over 600 
pages. The 28 engravings which the book contains illustrate 
the text and assist the reader to more readily understand the 
circumstances and surroundings of Christ while on earth, and 
to grasp the truths which the author brings out in its pages. 

The narrative of the four evangelists is skillfully woven into 
the work, and they are shown to be in harmony throughout. 
While the work will be found to harmonize strictly with the 
Bible, it at the same time so thoroughly interests the reader 
that it is with reluctance that he lays it down until the last 
page has been read. 

Cloth, plain, wwite2u8tfi2pstargaetions, 
- 

Address. 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

HISTORY OF THE SABBATH 
AND FIRST DAY OF THE 

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS. 

THIS WORK CONTAINS A MINE OF 3NFORDIATION. 

THE Bible record of the Sabbath; the secular history'con-
=nine. it, the successive steps by which the change to the first 
day was made, and the work of restoration, are given in detail. 

Every text of Scripture concerning the Sabbath is commented 
on at length; and the complete Testimony of the Fathers in 
regard to the Sabbath and first day is given. The compara-
tive merits of the seventh and the first-day Sabbaths aro fully 
shown. A copious index enables the reader to find any text, 
or the statement of any historian. 

Should be read by everybody. 548 pp. Price, $2.00. 
Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

CHRIST IN THE GOSPELS, 
—OR— 

The Life of our Lord to the Words of the Evangelists, 
BY JAMES P. CADMAN, A. M. 

Zs, as its Name Indicates, a Compilation in which the 
four Narratives of 

THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
ARE WOVEN INTO ONE CONNECTED STORY, MAKING A COM- 

PLETE HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS IN THE EXACT 
LANGUAGE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

THE text is that of the Revised Version, and while every word 
in the four Gospels appears, the work is so arranged that the 
reader can tell at a glance the words used in each Gospel. Those 
who have tried to gather all the facts concerning some miracle, 
or other event, and at the same time properly locate and credit 
the various parts of the narrative, will appreciate this book, 
which is the very best of its kind and gives evidence of an im-
mense amount of careful and painstaking labor. 

The book is fully indexed so that any text or subject can be 
readily found; and the maps, notes, and diagrams which it con-
tains are alone well worth the price of the volume. The follow-
ing partial (less than half) TABLE OF CONTENTS will give an idea 
of the scope of the work:— 

Index to chapter and verses; Life of Our Lord (338 pages); In-
dex of persons, places, and subjects, with dictionary of proper 
names; Explanation of maps and diagrams; Map of the path-
way of Jesus; Diagrams illustrating the principal events of 
crucifixion week. 

This work is invaluable, and all who love the Bible should 
have a copy. It contains 394 pages, is well printed on good 
paper, and is neatly and substantially bound In cloth. 

Price, post-paid, 	  $1.50 
With gilt edges, 	  2.00 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SECOND COMING  OF CHRIST. 
BY ELDER JAMES WHITE. 

THIS pamphlet gives a brief exposition of the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew, and its relation to other scriptures bearing 
upon the subject of the time and manner of the Setioad Advent, 
and invites your careful and prayer5u1 attention to the pro-
phetic address of the Son of God as delivered upon the Molint 
of Olives. Paper Men, sixty-four pages, sent post-paid for 
ten cents. 

Address. 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 
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Signs of the Times 
FOR  1E3E39. 

A Sixteen-Page Paper, Published Weekly, at Oakland, Cal., 
0 Fl_ 

19ter9atio9a1 Tract Society. 

\ATH the beginning of the year 1889 the SIGNS or THE TIMES enters upon its 
fifteenth volume, which the publishers are determined shall be the best ever pub-

lished. It will consist of fifty numbers of sixteen pages each, making, in the course 
of the year, 800 pages of the choicest reading matter, classified each week as Editorial, 
Missionary, Sabbath-school, Temperance, General Matter, and Secular and Religious News, 
besides Editorial Notes. 

EDITORlA6 DEpARTIV1ENT; 
The editorial force upon the SIGNS OF THE TIMES has been increased, and for this and other reasons 

the publishers feel warranted in promising for the coming year a greater amount and a better variety of 
matter in the Editorial Department than ever before. In this part of the paper will be discussed in an 
interesting and readable manner the various phases of practical Christian life and doctrine, embracing 
the evidence of the divinity of the Scriptures; the fulfillment of prophecy; the signs of the times; the har. 
mony of the law and the gospel; together with everything that pertains to a thorough knowledge of our 
duties to God and to each other. Educational, social and political questions will also be discussed, the 
latter, however, only so far as they relate to matters of religion, for with politics as such the SIGNS has 
nothing to do. 

THE SfrBBATH-SCJ-1001D DEPARTMENT. 
The Sabbath-school Department will be largely a running commentary, by the editors, upon two series 

of lessons, one of which is the regular International Series. These lesson notes will be of such a character 
that they will not only be of great service to students in the preparation of their lessons, but will also be 
perused with interest and profit by the general reader. 

MISSION DEpARTJAENT. 
In the Missionary Department will be published reports from the various-mission fields, both home 

and. foreign,.together with 'brief descriptions of the fields and their wants. 

TEMPERANOE DEPARTMENT. 
In the past no part of the paper has met with more favor than the Temperance Department. Many 

temperance societies have used the SIGNS regularly in their meetings, and the publishers hope to make this 
feature of it still more interesting in the future than it has been in the past. This Department will contain 
not only the very best temperance matter obtainable, but also short articles relating to the preservation 
of health, including the discussion of proper food and dress, and correct habits of working, eating, 
sleeping, etc. 	

J-IOME GIRDLE DEpARTMENT. 
This-department is fully described by its name. In it will be published short stories of an elevated 

character, besides short sketches of history, travel, and biography. Altogether, it will be a most interest-
ing and instructive part of the paper, especially for the young folks, though all can read it with profit. 

kELIGIOUS AND SEOULDAR NEWS. 
This department will be maintained iu perfect keeping with the high moral tone of the paper. The 

news published will be carefully selected and everything of a low or sensational nature carefully excluded. 
The design of this department is to enable the reader to keep abreast of the times in the current news of 
the.day without reading a mass of objectionable and offensive matter usually found in the public prints. 

ARTICLES ON THE BOOK Of ROMANS. 
With the first number of the new volume we begin a series of articles upon the book of Romans, 

which will form a most interesting commentary upon this portion of the word of God. These articles will 
be distinct, each one being as nearly complete in itself as it is possible to make it. Under the heading of 
each article will appear the reference to that portion of the epistle covered by the comment, which will 
enable those who desire to do so to keep the connection of thought; this feature will also be appreciated 
by those who wish to preserve the articles for future reference, either by clipping and pasting in a scrap-
book or by filing the papers which contain them. One object of these articles will be to make it impos-
sible for the careful reader to peruse the epistle to the Romans without getting at least a general under-
standing of its scope and object. 

GENERA[ !t•RTICI.DES. 
The general articles published in the SIGNS are the very best selected and original matter obtainable. 

The articles are usually short, and always clear and pointed. Much of the matter in this department is 
written especially for this paper, but selections are also carefully made from the leading religious pavers, 
only the very best being taken. Altogether the publishers feel safe in saying that no other paper published 
will furnish so great a variety of equally good matter for the year 1889 *s will the SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

Price, per year, post paid, $2.00. 
In Clubs of Five or more copies to one name and address, each, 1.50. 
To Foreign Countries, single subscription, post paid, 10s. 

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
Twelfth and Castro ,Sts., OAKLAND, CAL., U. S. A 
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.064-We send no papers from this office without pay in advance 
unless by special arrangement. When persons receive copies 
without ordering them, they are sent by other parties, and we 
can give no information in regard to them. Persons thus re-
ceiving copies of the SIGNS are  not indebted to the office, and 
will not he called upon for pay. Please read the papers and 
hand them to your friends to read. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

WE do not say this to our readers simply because it 
is customary, any more than we say," Good-morning," 
to our friends simply because that is the conven-
tional expression. From the heart we hope that 
this new year may be to all the readers of the SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES a happy one. 

We do not wish them such happiness as the world 
gives, but that true happiness which the servants of 
God enjoy; that happiness that continues even in 
the midst of trial and distress, because that very tribu-
lation brings to them in larger measure, and makes 
more real and precious, the power of Christ; that 
happiness which does not depend on external cir-
cumstances, but which dwells within the individual, 
so that in the multitude of his thoughts within him 
the comforts of the Lord may delight his soul. 

The past year has been one of great blessings and 
mercies. God has in a special manner blessed the 
workers in the office of the SIGNS OF THE TIMES, and 
we feel of good courage as we begin another volume. 
We do not contemplate any new departure, but we do 
expect that the blessing of God will be with us in an 
increased degree, and that the SIGNS will be made 
much more efficient than ever before in the line of 
work which it has been following. 

While we shall endeavor to the best of our ability 
to give comfort, encouragement, and instruction in 
the way of life and practical godliness, and thus to do 
our share towards making this a happy new year for 
our friends, we hope that we may at least have the 
benefit of their prayers to a throne of grace. Not 
long shall we have to battle with the powers of 
darkness; soon shall the King descend and crown 
his waiting people with glory, according to "the ex-
ceeding riches of his grace," and then will begin a 
glad new year, the joy of which shall continue 
throughout eternity. 

• 44,  

"CHRISTMAS AND NATIONAL REFORM" is the title of 
a leading article in the Christian Nation of December 
19; and the first sentence of the article is, "There is 
no necessary connection between Christmas and 
National Reform, and yet there is a natural relation 
which writers on Christmas do not seem able to 
escape." True; there is a natural relation. Both 
are of the Papacy. Christmas being compounded 
from "Christ," a name of our Lord, and "mass," the 
Catholic name of a most idolatrous rite. And Na-
tional Reform is the unholy perversion of the king-
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the usurpation of 
his authority by man. There is a natural relation. 
That was a happy thought, Mr Editor. 

WE are receiving reports from quite a number of 
churches in regard to the services during the week 
of prayer, and the holiday contributions to foreign 
missions. We have made no report of our meetings 
in Oakland, because we wished all the reports, as far 
as possible, to appear at the same time. Next week 
we shall publish all the reports that we have, and 
we hope to have them all in by that time. If any 
churches have not reported, they will please-do so 
immediately. 

THE California Prohibitionist chronicles with evi-
dent gratitude the rumor that the saloon men of San 
Bernardino will soon close their saloons during di-
vine service on Sundays. What a victory for prohi-
bition and the churches! Now we suppose all the 
churches will have rest. 

I 
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