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A MESSAGE from the Pope to the people of Ire-
land was read in Dublin on the 1st inst. by Arch-
bishop Walsh. Among other things the pretended 
successor of St. Peter said: "We have always held in 
special affection the Catholics of Irelaf4who have 
been sorely tried by many afflictions, an# have ever 
cherished them with love which is the more intense 
because of theft' marvelous fortitude and their hered-
itary attachment to their religion." 

"Wrier shall be done with our cities?" is a ques-
tion which is troubling many of our contemporaries. 
"Preach the word," brethren; "be instant in season, 
out of season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine." The gospel of Christ has 
not lost its savor; it is still the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth. It is adapted 
to urban and suburban dwellers, to all nations, 
tongues, and People, and to every condition and 
station of life. • 

THE Jewish ;Troia (St. Louis) says that after a two 
years' trial Judaism has gained "nothing by the Sun-
day lecture, the religious spirit among the young has 
not increased, and if anything the worm is slowly 
eating into the very core of our faith in the hearts 
of our sons and daughters." This is just what the 
Jews or any other people might expect from a lower-
ing of the standard of their faith in any particular. 
The willingness of many Hebrews to abandon the 
Sabbath of their fathers, the Sabbath divinely or-
dained in the beginning, and to accept in its stead 
the Sunday, marks but another step in apostasy. 
The claims of business are considered before the 
claims of the law of God, and when this is done in 
the case of one commandment, it is likely to be in 
the case of the entire decalogue. Hence it is not 
strange that " the worm is slowly eating into the very 
core" of their faith. 

THE Lutheran Observer of December 28 has an arti-
cle against the continental Sunday, and says that 
"erroneous views of the apostolic *institution of the 
Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, and of the proper 
manner of observing it, have generally prevailed on 
the continent of Europe." By the "Christian Sab-
bath " the editor means Sunday. But it is only on 
the continent of Europe that we have Sunday kept 
as originally instituted. It was always regarded 
more as a holiday than a holy day. Down to within a 
few centuries, markets were held in the very church-
yards, even in England, on Sunday. Luther and Cal-
vin both regarded it as a holiday. So also did Tyn- 

dale, Zwingle, Cranmer, and others. It was to them 
a mere matter of human expediency. They knew 
that it could not be clothed with the sacred law of 
the fourth commandment. It has been reserved for 
the latter-day friends of Sunday to dress the institu-
tion in the garb of the rest-day of Jehovah. But the 
garb does not fit. The fourth command was given 
for one day alone, namely, the seventh. It cannot be 
made to fit any other. 

THE St. Louis Globe Democrat, though far from be-
ing a religious paper, thus fittingly rebukes the de-
mand which has recently arisen in certain so-called 
Christian quarters for a new religion. The Democrat 
says: "Science has not provided a substitute for con-
science, and has not yet furnished a plan of salvation. 
. 	. 	. The evidences of Christianity do not depend 
upon technical points of that kind. . . . The fun-
damental principles of that religion do not require 
vindication according to the methods by which the 
scientists analyze and determine physical problems. 
They are their own vindication for the most part, 
and their results prove them to be sound and whole-
some. . . . We do not need a new religion ; but 
we do need more of the one that already exists, and 
that has been thoroughly and profitably tried. 
Science has its place and its beneficial use in the 
world ; but it cannot supply material for another and 
better form of religion. It does not deal with spiritual 
truth in any definite sense, and its opportunities 
do not lie in the direction of the forgiveness of sin 
and the adjustment of man's destiny beyond the 
grave." 

"BE still, and know that I am God," is the injunc-
tion of the Lord through the psalmist. How many 
fail to recognize the presence of God, and drive it 
away, simply by a failure to heed it. After the earth-
quake, the tempest, and the fire, it was the still, 
small voice that revealed God to the prophet. But 
often there is so much confusion, even in some 
assemblies for worship, that a still, small voice could 
not be heard. And then there is the sound of hilar-
ity and mirth, and the boisterous amusements in 
which young people, even those professing godliness, 
are wont to indulge, all of which drown the voice of 
God, and drive away the Spirit. Still worse than 
these are the voices of envy and strife, which grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God. It is in the quiet seclusion 
of the closet that the soul comes nearest to God; 
and the more of quietness one can have in his every-
day life, the more perfect will be his communion 
with his Maker. This does not mean that a person 
should sit with folded hands, doing nothing. Daniel 
bad all the affairs of the kingdom of Babylon in his 
hands, yet God came to him in the midst of his 
business, and gave him a wonderful vision. But we 
cannot imagine a vision being given to him if he 
had been rushing and fuming and fretting. No; the 
presence of God gives perfect peace, and the humble, 
quiet-minded person is the one with whom God will 
take up his abode. So when the apostle warns us 
against grieving the Spirit of God, he exhorts us es-
pecially to put clamor away from us. 

THOUGIITO FOR REFLECTION. 

SoME murmur when their sky is clear, 
And wholly bright to view, 

Hone small speck of dark appear 
In their great heaven of blue. 

And some with thankful love are filled, 
If but one streak of light, 

One ray of God's good mercy, gild 
The darkness of their night. 

In palaces are hearts that ask, 
In discontent and pride, 

Why life is such a dreary task, 
And all good things denied. 

And hearts in poorest huts admire 
How love has in their aid 

(Love that not ever seems to tire) 
Such rich provision made. 

—Archbishop Trench. 
• 1. 

AN IMPRESSIVE MIRACLE. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

JESUS healed many and various cases of 
bodily disease, while he was preaching and 
ministering to sin-sick souls. Many hearts 
were liberated from the cruel bondage of sin. 
Unbelief, discouragement, and despair, gave 
place to faith, hope, and happiness. But 
when the sick and wretched applied to the 
Saviour for help, he first relieved the poor, 
suffering body before he attempted to min-
ister to the darkened mind. When the 
present misery of the suppliant was removed, 
his thoughts could better be directed into the 
channel of light and truth. 
' Leprosy was the most fearful and loath-
some disease of the East. It was looked upon 
with great dread by all classes on account 
of its contagious character and its horrible 
effect upon its victim. Great precautions 
were taken to prevent the disease from 
spreading among the people. With the He-
brews the leper was pronounced unclean. He 
was isolated from his family, restricted from 
the privileges of society, and cat off from the 
congregation of Israel. He was doomed to 
associate only with those who were similarly 
afflicted with himself. 

Away from his friends and kindred be 
must bear the curse of his terrible malady. 
No affectionate hands could soothe his pain. 
He was obliged to publish his own calamity, 
to rend his garment, and sound the alarm, 
warning all to flee from his polluted and de-
caying body. The cry, Unclean! Unclean ! 
coming with mournful tone from the lonely 
exile, was a signal heard with fear and abhor-
rence. 
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There were many of these loathsome sub-
jects in the region of Christ's ministry. The 
news of the great Healer had reached even 
them in their isolation, and a gleam of hope 
sprang up in their hearts that if they could 
come into the presence of Jesus he might re-
lieve them. But as they were debarred from 
entering any city or village, it seemed impos-
sible for them to reach the great Physician, 
whose chief work lay among the populace. 

There was one leper who had been a man 
of high distinction. It was with the greatest 
grief that he and his family had become con-
vinced that he was a victim to the fatal 
disease. Physicians of note had been con-
sulted, and they had examined his case 
thoroughly, -and anxiously searched their 
books to obtain further knowlege ; but they 
were reluctantly compelled to acknowlege 
that their skill was baffled, the disease was 
incurable. It was then the duty of the priest 
to make an examination ; this resulted in a 
decision that his was the worst form of lep-
rosy. This verdict sentenced him to a living 
death, separated from his friends and the so-
ciety in which he had held so lofty a position. 
But now those who had courted his favor and 
accepted his hospitality fled from his presence 
with horror. He went out an exile from his 
home. 

Jesus was teaching by the lake outside the 
city limits, and many were gathered to hear 
his words. The leper, who in his seclusion 
had heard of some of his mighty works, 
came out to see him, and drew as near as he 
dared. Since his exile, the disease had made 
fearful inroads upon his system. He was 
now a loathsome spectacle; his decaying body 
was horrible to look upon. Standing afar off; 
he heard some of the words of Jesus, and saw 
him laying hands upon the sick to heal them. 
He beheld, with amazement, the lame, the 
blind, the paralytic, and those dying of va-
rious maladies, rise up at a word from the 
Saviour, restored to health and praising God 
for their salvation. He looked upon his own 
wretched body and wondered if this great 
Physician could not cure even him. The 
more he heard, and saw, and considered the 
matter, the more he was convinced that this 
was really the promised Saviour of the world, 
to whom all things were possible. None could 
perform such miracles but He who was au-
thorized of God, and the leper longed to come 
into his presence and be healed. 

He had not intended to approach near 
enough to endanger the people; but now his 
mind was so powerfully wrought upon that 
he forgot the restrictions that had been 
placed upon him, the safety of the people, 
and the horror with which they regarded 
him. He thought only of his blessed hope 
that the power of Jesus could set him free 
from his infirmity. His faith laid hold of 
the Saviour, and he pressed forward, heedless 
of the frightened multitude that fell back as 
he approached, and crowded over and upon 
each other to avoid him. 

Some thought to prevent him from ap-
proaching Jesus, but their efforts were in 
vain. He neither saw nor heard them. The 
expressions of loathing and looks of horror 
that greeted his appearance were lost upon 
him. He saw only the Son of God, he heard 
only the voice that was giving health and 
happiness to the suffering and unfortunate.  

As he came before Jesus, his pent-up feelings 
found vent; he prostrated his foul, decaying 
body before him, crying out, " Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean." His words 
were few, but comprehended his great need. 
He believed that Christ was able to give him 
life and health. 

Jesus did not shrink from his approach, 
but drew near him. The people fell back, 
and even the disciples were filled with terror, 
and would fain have prevented their Master 
from touching him, for by the law of Moses 
he who touched a -leper was himself unclean. 
But Jesus, with calm fearlessness, laid his 
hand upon the supplicant and answered his 
petition with the magic words, "Be thou 
clean!" 

No sooner were these life-giving words 
spoken than the dying body of corruption 
was changed to a being of healthy flesh, sen-
sitive nerves, and firm muscle. The rough, 
scaly surface peculiar to leprosy was gone, 
and a soft glow, like that upon the skin of a 
healthy child, appeared in its place. The 
eager multitude now lost their terror, and 
crowded around to. behold this new manifesta-
tion of divine power. 

Jesus charged the cleansed leper not to 
make known the work he had wrought upon 
him, saying, "See thou say nothing to any 
man; but go thy way, show thyself to the 
priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things 
which Moses commanded, for a testimony 
unto them." Accordingly, the now happy 
man went to the same priests who had pre-
viously examined him, and whose decision 
had banished him from his family and friends. 

Joyfully he presented his offering to the 
priests and magnified the name of Jesus, who 
hael restored him to health. This irrefutable 
testimony convinced the priests of the divine 
power of Jesus, although they still refused to 
acknowledge him as the Messiah. The Phar-
isees had asserted that his teachings were 
directly opposed to the law of Moses, and 
for the purpose of exalting himself; yet his 
special directions to the cleansed leper to 
make an offering to the priest according to 
the law of Moses, evidenced to the people 
that these accusations were false. 

The priests were not allowed to accept an 
offering from the hands of one who had been 
afflicted with leprosy, unless they first 
thoroughly examined him and proclaimed to 
the people that he was entirely free from the 
infectious disease, was in sound health, and 
could again unite with his family and friends 
without endangering them. However unwill-
ing the priest might have been to accredit 
this marvelous cure to Jesus, he could not 
evade an examination and decision of the 
case. ' The multitude were anxious to learn 
the result of the investigation, and when he 
was pronounced free from disease, and privi-
leged to return to his family and friends, 
great was the excitement. Such a thing had 
never before been known. 

But notwithstanding the caution of Jesus 
to the cleansed leper, he published the mat-
ter abroad. Conceiving that it was only the 
retiring modesty of Jesus that laid these re-
strictions upon him, he went about proclaim-
ing the mighty power of this great Healer. 
He did not understand that every new mani-
festation of divine power on the part of Jesus 
only made the chief priests and elders more  

determined to destroy him. The restored 
man felt the boon of health was very precious. 
The pure blood coursing through his veins 
quickened his entire being with a new and 
delightful animation. He rejoiced in the 
full vigor of manhood and in his restoration 
to his family and society. He felt it impos-
sible to refrain from giving full glory to the 
Physician who had made him whole. 

But the publicity of this affair created so 
great a commotion that Jesus was obliged to 
retire beyond the city. "And they came to 
him from every quarter." These miracles 
were not worked for display; the acts of 
Christ were in direct contrast to those of the 
Pharisees, whose greatest ambition was to se-
cure the praise and honor of men. 

REMARKS UPON ZECHARIAH 5 : 1-4. 

THIS passage records the vision of a roll 
which went forth over all the city. This roll 
was of immense size, being twenty cubits, or 
about thirty feet, in length, and ten cubits, or 
about fifteen feet, in breadth. The angel said 
that this roll represented the curse which goes 
forth over the face of all the earth against all 
who steal and against all who swear falsely. 
Verse 3. It must therefore be the curse of the 
law of God which is pronounced against all 
iniquity. Deut. 27: 15-26 ; Gal. 3: 10, 13. 
It originated when God pronounced his curse 
upon Adam and upon the earth, and it will 
remain upon the earth and upon sinners till 
it has utterly consumed them by the fire of 
the last day, after which there will be no 
more curse. Isa. 24: 6; Rev. 22: 3. 

Only two kinds of sins are specified by the 
angel, theft and perjury, but these are taken 
as examples of all the things which the law 
of God condemns. Thus, theft is forbidden 
in the second table of the law by the eighth 
commandment (Ex. 20 : 15), and swearing 
falsely by the name of God is forbidden by 
both tables, that is, by the third command-
ment, "Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain," and by the ninth 
commandment, " Thou shalt not bear false 
witness." Ex. 20: 7, 16. 

On one side of the roll the curse related to 
the sins against the first table of the law of 
God, perjury being taken as an example. On 
the other side of the roll the curse related to 
the transgressions of the second table, theft 
being specified as an example. Verse 3. The 
immense size of this roll was for the purpose, 
no doubt, that the acts of transgression against 
each table of the law might be written each 
under the commandment which it trans-
gresses. Thus, idolatry, Sabbath-breaking, dis-
obedience to parents, murder, adultery, and 
covetousness, must also be included with 
theft and perjury in this terrible curse which 
goes forth over the face of all the earth, to 
enter into the house of every transgressor, 
and to abide there till it utterly consumes 
that house. Verse 4. 

St. Paul speaks of self-righteousness as the 
most prominent of the sins upon which the 
curse of the law of God reposes, for it is the 
transgression of the whole law. He says : 
"As many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse." Gal. 3: 10. The law of 
God does not curse obedience, but disobedi-
ence. But every act of the self-righteous man 
is an act of disobedience, for the law demands, 



January 14, 1889. 	THE SIG,JTS 	TI 'E 271:_1111ES. 	 [3)  19 

love in every commandment, and the Pharisee 
gives it in not one case. Rom. 13: 8-10; 
Luke 11 : 42. 

The Christian is redeemed froin the curse 
of the law, that is, from its just condemnation, 
by the blood of Christ, so that he need not be 
consumed by that curse at the last day. Gal. 
3 : 13. For Christ took the curse upon him-
self, though innocent, that he might die in 
the place of the guilty. 1 Pet. 2: 24; 3: 18. 
But no one can share in this redemption ex-
cept upon condition of repentance, faith, 
conversion, and the solemn promise to refrain 
by the grace of God from future transgression. 
Acts. 2: 38; 3: 19. The law of God is written 
in the heart of the redeemed, and the law of 
sin is removed from that heart by the Spirit 
of God, so that obedience is made possible 
through the grace of God. Heb. 11: 16,17; 
Ps. 37: 31; Isa. 51: 7 ; Rom. 7 : 21-23 ; 8 : 2. 
But the angel of God said that this roll, the 
curse of God, should enter into the house 
of the sinner, and should remain there till it 
utterly consumes it. Zech. 5: 4. No sinner 
can escape this terrible visitor except by re-
pentance. The death of Christ did not de-
stroy this curse; it only made the escape of 
the sinner possible. Every house where men 
live in sin has a copy of this great roll lodged 
within it, and day by day the recording angel 
writes upon it the sins committed in that 
house. If the inmates could see this roll Js 
it enters their dwelling they would be alarmed. 
Still more would they be alarmed if they 
could see that this roll had taken up its 
permanent abode in their house, and that the 
angel of God was standing by it and writing 
upon , it the sins which they were each day 
committing. 

Yet it is absolutely true that every house 
where the inmates transgress the law of God, 
has a copy of this roll as a permanent dweller. 
Not an act of injustice, of fraud, of blasphemy, 
of impurity, of covetousness, of cruelty, or of 
falsehood, will fail to be placed upon this roll 
and to receive at the last day its terrible 
malediction in the case of all who do not 
repent. 

This roll is at present invisible to human 
eyes, but it is none the less real on that ac-
count. At the day of Judgment, when the 
books are opened, the curse of the law of God 
will be found a terrible reality, as Christ shall 
pronounce these words to those on the left 
hand : " Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels." Matt. 25: 41.—J. N. Andrews. 

CONDEMNATION: 

" IP our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things." Let 
us think how much this means. Our little 
qualms of conscience, our little sorrows over 
faults and foibles of conduct, these treuble us 
for the moment, and then go. But they are 
not gone God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it 
be good or whether it be evil. And if sins re-
main on our conscience in that day, even 
though they went from our memory here, we 
cannot stand before God—indeed, we cannot 
see God. It is written, "Without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." We think that 
it is only necessary to go to Heaven to see 
God. Not so. "Who shall ascend into the  

hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his 
holy place? He that hath clean hands and 
a pure heart." If my hands are not clean, 
and my heart be not pure, though I be placed 
close to the throne, I could not see God; I 
should rather flee from his presence, and call 
on the rocks and 'mountains to hide me from 
his face.—Selected. 

PRAY AND WAIT. 

"I 'mow not by what methods rare, 
But this I know, God answers prayer. 
I know not when he sends the word 
That tells us fervent prayer is heard. 
I know it cometh soon or late; 
Therefore, we need to pray and wait. 
I know not if the blessing sought 
Will come in just the guise I thought. 
I leave my prayers with him alone 
Whose will is wiser than my own." 

•• 	• • 

TARRYING AT JERUSALEM 

THERE was an interval of ten days between 
the ascension of our Lord and the descent of 
the promised Spirit upon the disciples who 
had been commanded to go• from Olivet to Je-
rusalem there to await his coming. It was 
an interval of prayer, expectancy, hope de-
ferred, and possibly almost despair ; for our 
Lord had not told them that they must wait 
any given length of time, but only that they 
must "tarry until they were endued with 
power from on high." But there was special 
meaning and reason, as it seems to us, in 
thinking over the waiting time, why the Spirit 
tarried. That interval, if it was trying to 
their patience, was a time of deep spiritual 
education such as we all need; a time the 
like of which we all must sooner or later have, 
and have by experience; for the lessons to be 
learned in these times of waiting before the 
Lord, must be learned by experience, for the 
reason that they can be learned in no other 
way. 

The interval between promise and fulfill-
ment is not indeed always long, but it is us-
ually longer than we would choose, and cer-
tainly in most cases much longer than is 
pleasant to our eager and impatient desire. 
Notwithstanding, we believe God always ful-
fills his promise just as soon as we are ready 
to receive his gift. It is difficult for us to 
realize the anxious intensity of feeling of those 
disciples as day after day passed, while they 
waited and prayed and talked of their absent 
Lord, recalling, bit by bit, all his sayings to 
them, and what they might mean, his won-
drous life, his death, his resurrection, his sud-
den ascension out of their sight, his promise 
to come again, and in the mean time his 
promise to send to them, as the Father's gift, 
the Holy Ghost, for whom they were now 
waiting, without so much even as a sign of 
his coming. Their faith must have been put to 
a severe test. . . . Entirely apart from any 
discussion in respect of the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, we may at least learn two wholesome 
lessons : one with reference to prayer, and one 
as to the meaning of God's delays. 

With reference to prayer we are taught of 
the three elements which enter into it. So far 
as these disciples were concerned, there were 
three things which entered into their prayer; 
and we believe these three things must be 
found in every prayer that is successful.in  
bringing the desired answer. 

First, they were certain of the thing de- 

sired, not because they had a feeling that 
their prayer would be answered, but because 
they had the wor 1 of their Lord that he 
would send the promise of the Father upon 
them "not many days hence." Doubtless 
they strengthened their wavering faith by 
thinking over and again the words of the 
Lord's promise. What did he mean by 
"tarry," "wait," and "not many days hence "? 
By these they corrected their expectation, and 
the more enduring ones strengthened and en- 
couraged those who were more ready to faint. 
All true prayer deals much with the promise, 
and scans the terms of the promise and the 
general law of prayer closely, that the thing 
desired may be asked in accordance with his 
will. 

Second, they were uncertain as to the time 
of the fulfillment of the promise. No doubt 
at first full of joyful praise, they went up to 
Jerusalem, not questioning but immediately 
the promise would be upon them. But as 
they continued to wait and pray and no sign 
of answer came, doubtless they began to re-
member that the Lord had not told them 
when, as to day and hour, he would ful-
fill the promise. There is no more important 
lesson for us to learn than this—that God 
has not put "times and seasons" into our 
hands, either as to the great events promised 
to the whole church or the minor things 
which personally affect us. It is a part of 
the Thy will be done " to leave the time as 
well as the thing to God. 

In addition to these two elements 6f cer-
tainty and uncertainty, there is the element 
of steadfast, continuous prayer. This un-
wearying waiting and pleading draws out our 
whole heart to Grid. "Men ought always to 
pray and not to faint." So said our Lord; 
but some men say : " If you are sure of the 
thing, why continue in prayer'?" Others 
say : " In the midst of se many uncertainties, 
why not make your prayer once and then 
leave the whole matter to God to answer in 
his own good time ?" These waiting and 
praying disciples ha ie by their successful 
praying and waiting refuted both of these 
equally unscriptural and dangerous teachings 
on the subject of prayer. "I will yet for this 
be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it 
for them." " When ye j3hall search for 
me with all your hearts ye shall find me." 
Thus must we pray—with a promise in our 
mouth, with patient waiting, and with con-
tinuous, unwearying petition. 

The second lesson has to do with the reflex 
educating power of prayer. The delay in 
sending the Spirit was to teach them how ab-
solutely they were dependent upon the 
faithfulness of Him who had gone up from 
them. Had they received the promise at 
once they would have missed that education 
which came to them through their anxious 
waiting, and which can only come after the 
heart has been strained and torn by anxiety, 
in connection with a close look into God's 
word. Power or any other gift that is had 
immediately .for the asking, or the mere tak- . 
ing, is apt not to be appreciated, and would 
soon produce self-sufficiency. This .delay, 
also, had a salutary tendency to correct and 
regulate that human restlessness that chafes 
at any postponement of human desires. 

Doubtless they were filled with an intense 
eagerness to start out on their new commission 
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of preaching and testifying concerning Jesus 
and the resurrection and the gospel message 
attached thereto ; but now they are learning 
that God is not in such a hurry as they are. 
God always works surely, but not always 
quickly. 

Again they were to learn, and so are we, 
that God's promises are wheels within wheels. 
They did not know how important it was that 
that promise should be fulfilled on the feast 
day, when vast multitudes of strangers from 
every part of the world would be there to 
hear the first gospel sermon and carry it 
away with them, to be re-delivered over the 
whole face of the world. We do not know 
how much the affairs of others depend on 
our own; how the desired fulfillment of our 
prayers may affect others. No real prayer 
was ever purely selfish, and no answer to 
prayer was ever meant to be consumed alone 
upon our own selves.—Independent. 

BONDAGE AND FREEDOM. 

IT is not an uncommon thing to hear those 
who have rejected the commandments of 
God, refer to those who observe them as in 
a state of bondage, while they boast of their 
liberty. I once heard a minister say that if 
he believed the law was binding he would 
shut himself up in a close room every Sabbath 
day and consider himself a prisoner. But how 
is this? Are those who disobey the law at 
liberty? or are those who keep it? Here is 
a man who strictly observes the laws of the 
Government under which he lives. He pays 
his taxes, he respects his neighbor's rights. He 
walks at liberty and enjoys perfect freedom. 
But here is another man who steals, and de-
frauds his neighbor, and is lawless. By and 
by he is arrested, and shut up in prison. 
This seems like a strange way to obtain liberty; 
but strange as it is, *me prefer the fate of the 
transgressor. Says David, "I will walk at 
liberty, for I seek thy precepts." So says 
every loyal child of God. 

Not even the observance of the rites and 
ceremonies of the Mosaic ritual would place 
one in bondage. Bondage does not result 
from doing, but from not doilig. The Jews 
were not in bondage because they observed 
so many rites and ceremonies, but because 
they depended upon their observance for 
justification, thus rejecting Christ, the only 
means of salvation. In 1 John. 3: 4 we read 
that " sin is the transgression of the law; " 
and in Rom. 3: 23 that "all have sinned;" 
and again (verse 19), "Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law; that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God." Thus by 
transgression all are under condemnation. 
In Acts 4 :12 we read that " there is none 
other name [but the name of Jesus] under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." 

The Jews reject* Christ, and continued 
. the observance of rites and ceremonies which 

were types of him, depending upon them for 
salvation. But as the blood of these sacri-
fices could not take away sin, this people, with 
all others who reject the Saviour, remain under 
the law (under condemnation). But this 
bondage does not result from doing rites and 
ceremonies, much less from the observance of  

the moral law. But all who continue to 
sin (transgress the law) remain in a state of 
condemnation (in bondage) until they have 
repented (ceased transgressing the law) and 
obtained pardon through faith in Christ. 
Thus we find that the liberty of the gospel 
is freedom from condemnation. And this 
being true it follows that when those who 
have obtained pardon turn back again to sin 
(transgressing the law) they re-enter a state of 
condemnation and are under the law and in 
bondage. " Oh that there were such an heart 
in them, that they would fear me, and keep 
all my commandments always, that it might 
be well with them, and with their children 
forever." Deut. 5:29. 	C. H. Blass. 

THE MAN OF GOD. 

PAUL, in his second letter to Timothy, says, 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable; . . . that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works." We have here a name or title 
which occurs only in one other place in the 
Scriptures, viz., 1 Tim. 6:11. It is there ap-
plied to Timothy himself. In the passage 
above quoted it seems to be applied to all true 
believers. The Christian is then "the man of 
God." What is meant by this designation? 
How is he trained for the duties of his posi-
tion? and what are those duties? 

" The man of God." In the old days of 
slavery we asked a negro in Richmond, " Who 
do you belong to?" He drew himself up to 
his full height and replied, " Ise Governor 
Wise's man." He felt that, though a slave, 
he was lifted above the common herd by the 
official position of his master. The same day, 
in another part of the city, trying to find .a 
gentleman, and thinking that a fine-looking 
mulatto near his place of business might be 
one of his servants, we said, Do you belong 
to Mr. A.?" " No, sar," he replied, " I belong 
to God Almighty." We found that this was 
a somewhat irreverent way the free negroes 
had of proclaiming their freedom. But that 
which the mulatto so flippantly asserted is a 
fact solemnly recognized by every Christian. 
He is not his own. He belongs to God by 
the twofold title of creation and redemption. 
He is a man with all the dignity of that do-
minion which God gave him over the earth. 
He is a little lower than the angels. And yet 
the highest honor and glory of his position is 
that he is a servant of the Most High—that 
he waits upon the Lord and delights to do his 
will. Service is not degrading. Ask the 
epauletted general, and he will tell you with 
pride that he belongs to "the service." His 
superior officer may order him to Arizona or 
to Alaska to-morrow and he will not hesitate 
to obey. It is the law of the service that he 
is to go wherever he is sent. He is not a slave. 
He has chosen freely to be a soldier, and lie 
meets with manly fidelity the responsibilities 
of the service. His uniform proclaims what 
he is and whose he is wherever he goes. He 
wears it, not as a convict wears his horizontal 
stripes, but as a king wears his crown. There 
is no such thing as absolute independence for 
any creature in the universe. Such independ-
ence is a fevered dream of atheism. We all 
must belong to somebody—children to their 
parents, citizens to their country, sinners to 
Satan. Our highest possible puce is that of  

servants of God. For that we were created. 
We forfeited it by sin. We can be restored 
to it through Christ. Such restoration ought 
to be the object of our most ardent wi.lies 
and efforts.' When secured it should fill us 
with joy and hope. We have reached the 
summit of true manliness in becoming the 
men of God. 

But a high position demands corresponding 
character and culture. Paul tells us where 
Timothy acquired these and where we all 
may acquire them. From a child he had 
known the holy Scriptures. The object of 
God in inspiring those Scriptures was that 
his men, his servants, might by "doctrine," 
"reproof," " correction," and " instruction in 
righteousness," be " thoroughly furnished." 
The Christian when he enters the service of 
the Captain of our salvation is like a raw re-
cruit just enlisted. He has a great deal to learn. 
But the Bible is his text-book, his drill book, 
his manual of arms. He must study it con-
stantly. . . . And that is just what Peter 
says in his second general epistle, "Giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue [courage]; 
and to virtue knowledge." It is a great mis-
take to think that the man of God has only 
to believe in Christ, join the church, and go 
to Heaven when he dies. He is enlisted for a 
life-long service, and if he is honest in his en-
listment lie will want to be a good soldier; 
and here he is told how to become one. The 
word of God is the sword of the Spirit. He 
must unsheathe it and learn to wield it. The 
Christian manual of arms is Bible study, with 
earnest, fervent prayer.—Interior. 

TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY. 

THE following article, prefaced by the edi-
torial note printed in brackets, appeared in 
the New York Evangelist of November 3 :— 

[The recent disclosures of Mrs. Kane, one 
of the original " Fox Girls," here in New York, 
give interest to the views expressed by our 
correspondent, whether the reader accords 
with them or not. That they have much 
scriptural support, no student of the sacred 
volume can deny..—En. Evangelist.] 

That Sadducees and the sort of Christians 
who try to explain away all that is supernatu-
ral in the Holy Scriptures, should take the 
ground that there is not, and cannot be, any-
thing supernatural in the manifestations of 
Spiritualism, and even that all who truly be-
lieve they have held communication with, 
and seen, the spirits of the departed, are insane, 
is not strange; but that those who believe the 
Bible statements of things should hold to 
such a position, is strange indeed. 

The Scripture view of this matter is that 
demons did possess human beings, and that 
they will again in the last days. When every 
feature of the old demonology is reproduced 
in matern Spiritualism (besides many added 
features), why not accept the meat simple 
and probable view regarding it? Perhaps the 
chief reason may be that faith in a real, per-
sonal Satan, is almost dead. But our Lord 
believed in him; so did the apostles; so did 
the single-hearted and devoted Christians of 
the present day. 

He does not like to have people believe in 
him. One of his " wiles " is to hide himself 
from the mind of man. Thus he can the 
more easily influence him; for of a Satan in 
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whom he does not believe, a man will not 
"beware." The apostles frequently besought 
Christians to guard against Satan's wiles. They 
were not " ignorant of his devices," as people 
now are. But he is still " prince of this world," 
" power of the air," and " the spirit that work- 
eth in the children of disobedience," whether 
we believe it or not. Our Lord never inti- 
mated that Satan claimed more than (by de-
posing man, and taking his place in the do-
minion of earth) he possessed, when he prom-
ised to give him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them. 

In the days of Pharaoh there was one form 
of possession; in the days of Christ, another. 
Among the heathen, now, is found what our 
missionaries believe to be demoniacal posses-
sion. For this age of intellect and compara-
tive refinement, the gross forms of spiritism 
would not do; therefore Satan adapts his 
management to "the spirit of the times." 
" Spiritism " is his last card. 

The longings of bereaved human hearts 
seem to be met by it, and the instinctive curi-
osity of the mind regarding the invisible 
world is fed, if not satisfied, thereby. Satan 
knows much of the invisible world, and far 
more than we do of this world. He can tell 
the truth, though he is the father of lies, 
and he does tell it when he can make it the 
means of gaining the confidence of people, 
so that they will then swallow his lies. The 
" manifestations " of the god of this world 
having amazed and comforted the mourner, 
he turns more and more to the power that 
lifts the veil from that which God, for wise 
purposes, has hidden, and generally he ends 
by discarding the Bible as behind the age, 
and trusting wholly to the " miracles " of Satan 
and his demons, who personate his dead 
friends. Why should anyone who believes 
the Bible doubt that spiritism is demonism? 
In what way could Satan lure more victims 
into his net? 

The wholesale denial of my possible man-
ifestation from the other world, the ridicule 
of all belief in such things, that even among 
Christians has, since the Salem witchcraft 
time, been growing and growing, have not re-
sulted well in all cases. . . . 

Edward Bickersteth,-  in his " Principalities 
and Powers in Heavenly Places," wrote, in 
1842: "Looking at the signs of the times, and 
the long neglect and unnatural denial of all 
angelic ministration, or spiritual influence, 
and at the express predictions of false Christs 
and false prophets, who shall show signs and 
wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, 
they should deceive the very elect; and that 
when men receive not the love of the truth 
that they might be saved, for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, that they 
may believe a lie; I cannot but think there 
is a painful prospect of a sudden recoil from 
the present unbelief and misbelief to an un-
natural and undistinguishing credulity, when 
antichrist shall appear in his latest form, 
with signs and lying wonders." 
" Antichrist I" And is not that just what 

the spiritism that has so overrun the earth 
is? "Against Christ" it is indeed, though 
some of its followers make maudlin profes-
sions of love to him, even while they are liv-
ing in "the larger liberty of free love." I 
would I did not know this to be true. I wish 
the churches held no such persons. Men  

may cry, " Trickery! only the insane' ever 
see spirits," and such like; but they are not 
"wise," and they will thus save no soul. 
Trickery and fraud undoubtedly there are in 
spiritism, as well as in other real things. Was 
there ever imitation of what was not? Would 
the New Testament warn men of unclean de-
mons, possessing miracle-working power, who 
were to "go forth" under the sixth vial, if 
they were but myths and fables? Verily, "we 
shall do well to measure, so far as we can, the 
extent of that power which is coming against 
us." 

There are witnesses to-these manifestations 
who are true as man can be, who are sane as 
man can be; they are men of good sense and 
good judgment, and in no way inferior to 
those who discredit them. Their testimony 
would be taken in any court of justice. They 
are men in all walks of life; men of science 
and learning, doctors, ministers, judges; men 
of prudent, business minds, discerning, hard 
to delude—not all spiritists, but all feeling sat-
isfied that some power beyond human pro-
duces the phenomena which they see, hear, and 
feel. Now if all these persons have been 
"tricked" into believing that all the manifesta-
tions they have witnessed, not only in " circles " 
and " seances," but in their own homes, where 
there was no one to cheat them, why, then, 
this is the greatest wonder of all. 

One of the noblest men I ever knew, gener-
ous, faithful, and hard-headed—a business 
man who had once rejoiced in the Christian's 
hope—was led away by the wonders that we 
all knew were real. But he would not be 
guided by what the word of God said regard-
ing them—and he is dead. Oh, if the people 
were but faithfully taught and trained in the 
clear and simple truth of Scripture regarding 
this fell delusion sweeping over the whole 
earth1—Augusta Moore. 

4 	• 1. • 
LESSONS FROM THE SPIDER. 

THE wise man says of the spider, "The 
spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in 
king's palaces." Prov. 30:28. From this in-
sect we may learn some of the most instruct-
ive lessons in faith and devotion. "The spider 
taketh hold with her hands," or, as it has been 
translated, " with both hands," " and is in 
king's palaces." 

Here is whole-hearted tifort. He puts both 
hands to the work. How few of the best of 
people do that I One hand grasping the world, 
and the other holding onto Christ. Half of 
our service is given to the Lord, and the other 
half to Satan. "No man can serve two mas-
ters." How often has the persistent spider 
taught men to hold on! His perseverance 
once saved the kingdom of Scotland, when its 
faltering chieftain was about to give up after 
a terrible defeat; but the sight of a spider try-
ing six times in vain to gain his point, and 
succeeding in the seventh, nerved him anew 
to the conflict. 

What a lesson of appropriating faith-we have 
in the spider. He takes hold. It is a good 
thing to learn to take hold of God ; to " take 
the water of life freely," to use and claim the 
precious promises which God has given us, 
and which faith may weave into cables of in-
finite strength by which we may take hold 
and rise to the infinite heights of grace 'and 
glory. Then what encouragement there is to  

aspire to a higher sphere in Christian life. 
The spider is in king's palaces. He claims 
the highest place, and wherever he is you 
may usually expect to find him at the top. 
Sometimes, as in the case of the gossamer spi-
der, he is found away at the top of the highest 
towers, floating on his aerial bridge far up to-
wards heaven. What a beautiful picture of 
faith and holy aspiration ! How earnest the 
Christian should be to get up higher from day 
to day As he advances upward in the Chris-
tian life, he comes down in his own estimation 
of himself. 

There is another spider whose amphibious 
habits teach even a yet finer lesson of devo-
tion. It is the water-spider, whose lovely 
submarine home has been exquisitely de-
scribed. Leaping from a leaf on the edge of 
a pond into the water, he carries with him a 
large bubble of air. Guiding it to the bottom, 
he moors it safely, and returns for another 
and another, until he has a large cavity under 
the water which is dry and clean. This he 
makes his home, there he dwells under the 
crystal lake in his exquisite house, living be-
neath the water, but breathing the air of the 
upper world. So it seems to us the followers 
of Jesus should always live. Dwelling amid 
the tides of worldliness and sin, but encom-
passed ever, as he passes through the world, 
by a circle of light which has descended 
from above; living and walking in the Holy 
Ghost and breathing the air of Heaven. Such 
an experience is like a rainbow, made up of 
drops of grief of earth and beams of the bliss 
of Heaven. 	 J. H. DURLAND, 

VOLUNTARY SERVICE. 

CHRIST does not force men into his service; 
he does not irresistibly draw them to himself. 
Force is applied to dead, inanimate matter, 
but rational motives only can influence and 
control rational minds. Christ, in endeavor-
ing to save men, deals with them as in-
telligent, accountable beings, and presents 
motives to their minds to influence their de-
cision. If these motives are disregarded, and 
the influences brought to bear upon them are 
resisted, and they are not made the subjects 
of divine grace, the fault will be their own. 
If men seek death in the error of their ways, 
they have no one to blame but themselves. 
If they suffer, it is not because God would 
have them suffer, but because they would not 
accept deliverance. If men are determined 
to sin, they must submit to the consequences 
of their own deliberate acts.—Methodist Re-
corder. 

ALL the customs in the world cannot make 
wrong right; and if everybody that ever lived, 
from Adam down to this hour, had done a 
wrong thing and declared it to be righteous, 
yet would it make no moral difference in the 
evil deed. A thousand ages of whitewashing 
cannot make vice a virtue. God's command 
standeth fast forever, and he who breaks it 
must bear his punishnont.—C. H. Spurgeon. 

4 	• Is 

THE character of a Government is based on-
the perfection of its law ; its permanency rests 
on its ability to vindicate and maintain that 
law. Therefore the Government of Jehovah 
shall stand forever; for " the law of Jehovah 
is perfect," and in his " hand are power and 
might." 
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Eip ins Ilivgirmls. 
"Can ye not discern the signs of the times ? " 

OAKLAND, CAL., SECOND-DAY, JANUARY 14, 1889. 

A SPECIMEN OF HUMAN WISDOM. 

WHAT must be expected of the common people, 
when so wise a paper as the Independent gets off such 
stuff as the following? 

"The fact that a man is alive in the morning is a 
good ground for thinking that he will be so in the 
evening, unless there be a sufficient reason for 
thinking otherwise. So the fact that one is a living 
and conscious agent before death is a good ground 
for thinking that he will be so after death unless 
death be a sufficient reason for thinking otherwise." 

So we must conclude that the fact that a man is 
hungry before breakfast, is a good ground for think-
ing that he will be hungry after breakfast, unless 
his breakfast "be a sufficient reason for thinking 
otherwise." The fact that a man is very wealthy 
this morning is good ground for thinking that he 
will be just as wealthy after the collapse of the bank 
which holds all his funds, unless the breaking of the 
bank be a sufficient reason for thinking otherwise. 
Likewise the fact that a man is perfectly sound and 
whole before his head is taken off by a railroad en- 
gine is good ground for thinking that he will be 
sound and whole afterward, unless the little item of 
losing his head be a sufficient reason for thinking 
otherwise ! 

It is by such driveling nonsense, that would dis-
grace the reasoning powers of a school-boy ten years 
of age, that the heathen dogma of the natural inde-
structibility of man is bolstered up. "Unless death 
be a sufficient reason for thinking otherwise," a 
man will be just as much alive after death as before. 
Very true; but that saving clause is in itself a ref-
utation of the proposition that preceded it. Just as 
the fact that a man has eaten a meal is sufficient 
reason for thinking that he is not so hungry as he 
was before; that the fact that a man's wealth has 
all been swept away by the failure of a bank is 
sufficient reason for thinking that he is now a poor 
man; and that the cutting off of a man's head is 
ample evidence that he is not so sound as he was; 
so the fact that a man is dead is all the evidence in 
the world that is needed to prove that he is not now 
a  living, conscious agent. 

The truth is, it is a most unwarrantable assump-
tion to say that "the fact that a man is alive in the 
morning is a good ground for thinking that he will 
be so in the evening." If a man is alive now, that is 
no ground for thinking that he will be alive an hour 
from now. But the whole thing is too puerile to be 
worthy of comment, except to show what worse 
than childish arguments wise men are forced to use 
when they are pledged to a cause that does not ad-
mit of argument. 

The fact that I can see a man a mile away at mid-
day is good reason for thinking that I can see him 
just as distinctly at midnight, unless the fact that it 
will then be dark is an objection. But that is so 
greet an objection, that it exactly reverses the case, 
so that we say that although we can see a thing very 
distinctly in the day-time when the sun is shining, 
we know that it will be invisible on a moonless 
night. Why? Because darkness and light are di-
rectly opposite conditions. But darkness and light 
are no more opposed to each other than are death 
and life. Death and life are just as much opposite 
conditions as are evil and goodness; for death is to 
be the wages of the evil-doer, while life is to be the 
reward of the righteous. The man who says that 
the wicked man will live as long as the righteous 
man, sdrtually says that there is no difference be- 

tween good and evil, and a terrible curse is pro-
nounced upon the man who says that. See Isa. 5: 
20-24. 

But the word of God is that which above all things 
else brings to nothing the wisdom of the wise. That 
says: "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son 
of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day 
his thoughts perish." Ps. 146:3, 4. Again : "What-
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." Eccl. 
9:10. To the man who claims that a dead man is 
just as good as a live man, the word of God's wisdom 
says that even "a living dog is better than a dead 
lion," and then it adds that "the living know that 
they shall die; but the dead know not anything." 
Eccl. 9:5, 6. 

After reading the above, and much more might 
be added, will anyone be so foolish as to intimate 
that death is not a sufficient reason for thinking 
that a man does not know as much as he did before 
it occurred? 

The bearing which the Independent's statement 
has on Spiritualism, can only be referred to. That 
it places the writer of it squarely in the ranks of 
Spiritualism, must be evident to one who thinks at 
all. For if the fact that a man is a living and con-
scious agent before death is a good ground for think-
ing that he will be so after death, then the fact that 
a man can show himself to his friends, and talk 
with them, before death is a good ground for think-
ing that he can do the same after death. And that 
is where all human speculation concerning the nat-
ural immortality of the man ends. The editor of 
the Independent may revile Spiritualism and Spirit-
ualists all he pleases, but unless he throws aside 
foolish speculation and accepts the plain truth of 
God's word, he will be one of the leading Spiritual-
ists in a very few years. One word of God's wisdom 
is of more value than ten thousand volumes of man's 
folly. 	 w. 

H 	• te 

THE GOSPEL OF GOD 

ROMANS 1:1, 2. 

Ix his introduction to the epistle to the Romans, 
Paul declares himself to be " a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 
God, concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord," and 
he throws in, by way of parenthesis, the statement 
that this gospel of God "he had promised afore by 
his prophets in the holy Scriptures." These two 
verses bring out two points that are too often over-
looked or denied, to which we wish to call attention. 

First, the gospel is "the gospel of God, concerning 
his Son Jesus Christ." It is not only a mistake, but 
a grievous error, and a grave charge against the good-
ness of God, to separate him from the gospel. To 
make God the Father the hard, vindictive, unyield-
ing Judge, who is moved to compassion only by the 
entreaties of the Son, is as grievous a sin as is that of 
the Catholics in making Christ the angry Judge, and 
the virgin Mary the one who interposes to shield 
sinners from his wrath. That God the Father has 
the deepest interest in the salvation of sinners, and 
is filled with tender love and pity for them, is proved 
by the following most familiar words of Jesus:— 

" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." • John 3 : 16. 

Here is shown the depth of God's love for us. It 
was so great that he allowed his Son to die that we 
might live. So fully was God concerned in the gos-
pel plan, that the beloved disciple, without designat-
ing whether he referred to the Father or the Son, 
said: "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us." 1 John 3: 16. God did 
not selfishly send his Son to die. The Father was 
bound up in the Son, for they were one. The Father 
permitted the Son to come to earth to die, yea, he 
"delivered him up for us all," but in so doing he 
gave all that Heaven had to bestow. Every sorrow 
and suffering that our Saviour bore for us pierced to 
an equal extent the great heart of God. 

It is true that the apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Thessalonians, speaks of the final destruction of them 
"that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 2 Thess. 1:8. But this 
simply shows the unity of the Father and the Son in 
the work. The Father and the Son are one. In 
every act and thought they are united. "God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son;" 
yet of Christ it is said that "he gave himself for us." 
Titus 2 : 14. And this agrees with the words of the 
prophet:— 

"Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold 
the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall 
grow up out of his place, and he shall build the 
temple of the Lord, even he shall build the temple 
of the Lord ; and he shall bear the glory, and shall 
sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest 
upon his throne; and the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both." Zech. 6 :12, 13. 

"The man whose name is The BRANCH," is Jesus 
Christ. He sits upon his Father's throne (Rev. 3 : 21) 
and both together are counseling for the peace of 
those who are enemies and alienated in their minds 
by wicked works. Still further, read those most ex-
pressive words of Paul, "To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself." 2 Cor. 
5:19. The humble birth, the life of poverty, and 
want, and temptation, and suffering, the agony in 
the garden, the reproaches and insults in the judg-
ment-hall, and the cruel death upon the cross, were 
all manifestations of God's good-will to men, and de-
sire for peace among them. 

And this gospel was preached from the very begin-
ning. Abel believed it, and by his faith he "offered 
unto God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was righteous." 
Heb. 11 :4. Noah believed it, and so "became heir 
of the righteousness which is by faith." Verse 7. 
Likewise "the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed." Gal. 3: 8. This was when 
Abraham had no child, and when there was no 
human possibility that he ever could have one, yet 
"he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him 
for righteousness." Gen. 15 : 6. 

So it was with the Israelites, the lineal descend-
ants of Abraham. The apostle says, " For unto us 
was the gospel preached, as well as unto them." 
Heb. 4 : 2. "Unto us as well as unto them !" That 
seems a strange way of putting the thing, doesn't it? 
If he were asserting that the Jews had the gospel, he 
would have said that the gospel was preached unto 
them as well as unto us. But that is not his point. 
He has already shown that the gospel was preached 
to them. They had it first, and rejected it, and now 
we are warned lest we, having the same privileges 
that they had, should "fall after the same example 
of unbelief." 

This gospel of the death and resurrection of Christ 
for the deliverance of man from sin and death was 
promised through the prophets in the holy Scriptures. 
Time would fail to enumerate the prophecies con-
cerning the Messiah, and we can only sum them up 
in a few New Testament statements. Peter, speak-
ing of the salvation of our souls, says: "Of which 
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you ; searching what, or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did sig-
nify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow." 1 Peter 
1 :10, 11. 

Paul, when permitted to speak for himself before 
Agrippa, said: "Having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to 
small and great, saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 
that Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead, and should show light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles." Acts 26 : 22, 23. 
This does not mean that Christ should be the first 
person, in point of time, that should rise from the 
dead, for the prophets themselves raised the dead, 
and Christ raised many before his death; but it, 
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meant that he should be the first in eminence. He 
is the first-fruits of them that slept. Among all that 
shall rise from the dead he is first, because it was his 
resurrection that made it possible for any others to 
be raised from the dead. 

Peter also declared to the people who were aston-
ished at a notable miracle : "But those things, which 
God before had showed by the mouth of all his 
prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so ful-
filled." Acts 3: 18. And then he added, "Yea, and 
all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold 
of these days." Verse 24. 

Not only did the prophets foretell of these days, 
but they enjoyed them, not simply in anticipation, 
but in reality. Jesus said to the Jews, " Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; and he saw it, and 
was glad." John 8:56. And the prophet David said 
of the same day,—the day of salvation : "I will 
praise thee, for thou bast heard me, and art become 
my sttltvation. The stone which the builders refused 
is become the head-stone of the corner. This is the 
Lord's doings; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is 
the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice 
and be glad in it." Ps. 118: 21-24. 

How could they rejoice in the day of salvation, 
and be saved by Christ's blood, hundreds of years 

s before it was shed? Because God's promise made it 
real before it took place. He " quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth those things which be not as though they 
were." Rom. 4:17. A thing which God has prom-
ised is just as sure as though it had actually taken 
place. There was not the slightest possibility that 
Christ should not suffer, after he had once been 
promised ; and that Christ should redeem men by 
his blood "was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world." 1 Peter 1: 20. Then, since he is the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, it fol-
lows, as a matter of course, that those who lived in 
the first year of the world could derive the same 
benefit from his sacrifice that we can. "0 the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out:' "Thanks be unto 
God fqr his unspeakable gift." 	 w. 

"SURPRISING!" 

WE clip the following from the California Prohibi-
tionist of December 27 :— 

" A petition for a Sunday law being circulated in 
Santa Clara County is producing much agitation 
among the Seventh-day Advents, and they are ac-
tively at work with a counter petition. A small 
table has been placed at the principal street corner 
of San Jose for several days past, and workers have 
been present soliciting signatures to their protest. 
The number of signatures obtained belonging to the 
class of men not in sympathy with Christianity or 
its measures is surprising, and excites much comment 
that any class of Christians could unite with saloon 
keepers, infidels, drinking men, and worthless char-
acters generally, in breaking down a Christian in-
stitution." 

Xs it "surprising" that men should love the liberty 
of conscience granted by the gospel of Clarist? Is it 
"surprising" that any class of men should object to 
have thrust upon them an institution of another 
class? If a majority of the citizens of this country 
attempted to enforce Friday as the only weekly Sab-
bath, would not many first-day people find themselves 
opposing that institution by force of circumstances, 
with others whose characters otherwise they could 
not indorse? 

But, on the other hand, is it not "surprising," in 
the light of an open Bible, that Christians should 
call Sunday "a Christian institution "? Where is 
the authority? And is it not more " surprising" 
that they should try to compel those whom they do 
not consider Christians to observe "a Christian in-
stitution " ? If it be right to do this, why not com-
pel all to partake of the Lord's supper and be bap-
tized that other Christian institutions be not broken 
down? And is it not still more "surprising" that 
Christians should join hands with that class who 
have done more to pervert the gospel of Christ than 
all others,—Roman Catholics,—to force upon others  

an unchristian institution, the Sunday, for which 
there is no support in the word of God? Is it not 
because of this—because it has no support in the word 
of God—that its friends are so anxious for law in its 
behalf? The California Prohibitionist will please ex-
plain. 

"THE NEW CIVILIZATION." 

SUCH is the title of a series of articles by Rev. Thos. 
K. Davis, D. D., of Wooster University, Ohio, in the 
Christian Statesman, the third of which appeared in 
that paper of November 15. We wonder how, a man 
who seems to see the needs of the day can turn his 
plea into one of National Reform. The following is 
what is called for by him 

"Strange as the statement may appear to some, it 
is nevertheless true, that before the new civilization 
can be realized, Christianity must be applied to our 
religion. . . . For neither our faith nor our prac-
tice has been lifted up into harmony with the tone 
of the holy Scriptures, and there is very great need 
of Christianizing our Christianity. With the large 
part of the Christian world, religion is a thing of 
rites and ceremonies. . . . Even in our Protest-
ant communities, how frequently does membership 
in the church serve as a substitute for personal piety. 
. . . Indeed, is it not true that many of the say-
ings and precepts of Christ are utterly disregarded 
by apparently sincere Christians? . . . Oh ! how 
much has been lost by the substitution of churchian-
ity for Christianity! Christianity—pure, simple, 
evangelical, spiritual, and practical—must take the 
place of ecclesiasticism. Christianity, of which Je-
sus, the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, is the 
center; of which the Holy Spirit is the life-giving 
and wonder-working power; Christianity, which 
aims at and labors for the regeneration of men, and 
the reconstruction of the world ; Christianity, which 
is never satisfied with mere profession, or with mere 
outward morality, but which scrutinizes the motives 
and desires of the heart, demands a pure and sound 
moral character, and a life beautiful in spirit, and 
abounding in good works; Christianity, which com-
mends itself to all men as the wisdom of God, and 
the power of God. . . . If only Christians would 
adopt it, practice it, and apply its practical principles 
to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin and 
Satan " 

All the above as regards the condition of the 
church, is true, too sadly true. The world and the 
great professed church of Christ are sick, as saith the 
prophet: "From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and 
bruises, and putrefying sores. They have not been 
closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment." Ise. 1:6. And what is the remedy 
which Mr. Davis proposes? Christianity; and the 
Christianity of Christ, such as portrayed by Mr. 
Davis, is the only power that can heal. But this is 
not all that he proposes. He unites with, or fastens 
upon, that Christianity a malignant cancer which 
will destroy its vitality and power. In short, Mr. 
Davis needs to have his Christianity Christianized. 
For, according to the same article, the work of min-
istering this healing power, of dispensing this divine 
remedy, must not be left to the church of Christ; 
but the State must bear a hand. Christians are not 
to win their conquests by divine weapons which "'are 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-
holds;" but they must, in order to be successful, unite 
with the world, use " carnal weapons," and then vic-
tory is sure! That this is contemplated is evident 
from the following words from the same article (ital- 
ics ours) 

"Let the new civilization triumph, and the moral 
law—the law of God—will be supreme. The Lord 
Jesus Christ will be acknowledged as King. The 
golden rule will prevail. Mutual sympathy and 
helpfulness will take the place of emulations, strifes, 
wrath, and bitterness. Religion and politics will be as 
closely allied as twin sisters. Government will be a 

'simple agency of the people, ordained by the all-wise 
God, for their benefit, especially for the benefit of 
the poor. It will be a terror to evil-doers, and an 
encouragement to all that do well." 

As to how it is to be accomplished, he says:— 
"But to accomplish that, Christians must not leave 

the great interests of human society in the hands of 
bad men. This earth is the inheritance of the saints. 
The divine Redeemer purchased it for them. They 
are to judge, that is, govern, the world by their moral 
influence. The kingdom and the dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole  

heaven, shall be given to the peopi 
the Most High. Christians have beet 
to claim their rights, and enter upon tii 	ly 
heritage. If they are to reign with Christ over the 
earth, they must work for the privilege. They must 
throw their Heaven-born wisdom and energy into 
politics, and legislation, and trade, and commerce, and 
education, and literature." 

"If only the good people, who love the truth and 
the right, and hate the false and the evil, would 
unite; if the honest and true, of all churches, and of all 
parties, would only stand together, uniting their efforts 
and their votes, and be faithful to Christ in the con-
flict which is raging, and which will rage 4nore and 
more as the day of the Lord approaches, then He 
who is Governor among the nations will usher this 
world, purified by its trials, into scenes of life and 
beauty surpassing all the romance of fable or of 
song.' 

Oh, what a medley! Why apply texts of Scripture 
like Daniel 7:27; Matt. 19:28, and others, which 
refer to the future personal reign of Christ over 
immortalized beings, to this earth in its present 
state? Such a time will come as foretold by proph-
ecy, but that will be when Christ takes to himself 
his great power and reigns, the wicked all having 
been slain, and his people "all righteous" (Ise. 60: 
21), not through the power of law, but the power of 
the gospel. 

But notice the means, by which Dr. Davis is to 
have this brought about. It is by a union of all 
churches and of all parties; it is through their votes; 
the Heaven-born energies of Christians are to be 
thrown into the filthy pool of politics and legislation; 
they "must work for the privilege" of office. But 
all churches include the Roman Catholic; and Na-
tional Reformers are on record as willing and anx-
ious to co-operate with that church. The Dark Ages 
reveal to us Rome's idea of the kingdom of Christ, 
and how his law should be administered. All parties 
would certainly include the corrupt political organi-
zations of the day. Oh, but these are to "be faithful 
to Christ" ! But who is to judge of their faithfulness? 
The corruptest men will profess Christ in order to 
secure votes. Who is to judge of their sincerity? 
There is absolutely nothing to prevent' all the hypoc-
risy manifested in the halcyon days of Rome and 
the days of the English Commonwealth. And cor-
rupt politicians will accept of the "votes" of all 
classes, and the same secret corruptions will be as 
prevalent in the name of Christ as are in existence 
now. The scheming politicians of the world will 
dominate then as now, and faithfulness to Christ 
will be in name and not in heart. 

Christianity, the Christianity of Christ, does not 
recognize the temporal rule of Christians in this 
present world. Said Jesus, "My kingdom is not of 
this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be de- 
livered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom 
not from hence." John 18:36. His kingdom is not 
to be built up through scheming politicians or weap-
ons that are "carnal." He has not bidden his serv-
ants to strive for the privilege of ruling, but the 
privilege of serving. " Ye know that the princes of 
the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they 
that are great exercise authority upon them. But it 
shall not, be so among you; but whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister; and who-
soever will be chief among you; let him be your 
servant: even as the Son of man came not to be min-
istered unto, but to minister." Matt. 20 : 25-28. Here 
is the divine rule and the divine example. Spirit-
ual, not temporal, power (Eph.• 3 : 16-21); spiritual 
armor, not carnal weapons (Eph. 6 :13-17) ; prayers 
of faith, not votes or political intrigue (Eph. 6 : 18; 
(1 Jolin 5:4), are the divinely ordained means God 
has given his servants whereby they may prevail 
over all the powers of darkness. On the other hand, 
uniting with the world separates from God, and 
while petitions may be heard by legislative powers, 
they are unheard by the Throne of Grace. James 
4:1-4. May God help those blinded by such prin-
ciples to realize that they are blind; and may he 
help the honest in heart to still abide in the liberty 
granted us by our forefattieussindvxo.uchsafedusby- 
the gospel of:Christ. 	 ?I. a W.  
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OF THE LORD'S COMING. 

"But o that day and hour knowoth no man, no,  not the 
angels of Heaven, but my Father only." Matt. 24:36. 

THouGH,  as was clearly shown in an article in these 
columns last week, the Scriptures do most clearly re-
veal the fact that Christ, who " was once offered to 
bear the sins of many," shall "appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation," it has not pleased 
God to reveal the hour, the day, nor even the year, of 
that event. He has, however, made it possible for 
us to kno-w when it is near; and not only so, but he 
requires that we shall know this. Speaking of cer-
tain signs which should precede his second coming, 
the Saviour said: "Now learn a parable of the fig 
tree: When his branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh; so like-
wise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know 
that it is near, even at the doors." 

But explicit as this language is, it states no more 
than is implied by Paul in his first epistle to the 
Thessalonians. Said the apostle : "But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of t he day; we are not of the night, nor 
of darkness." 1 Thess. 5 :4, 5. And again in his sec-
ond letter to the same brethren he said : " Let no 
man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet 
with you, I told you these things?" 2 Thess. 2 :3-5. 

These texts show most clearly that it is both the 
duty and the privilege of the people of God to know 
when the coming of their Lord is near; let us there-
fore see if we can gain from other portion of the 
Scriptures additional light upon this important and 
interesting subject. In the second chapter of Daniel 
is recorded a dream concerning which the prophet 
said, " There is a God in Heaven that revealeth se-
crets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchad-
nezzar what shall be in the latter days." Let us see 
if this dream may not serve the same purpose with us. 

In this dream the king saw a great image " whose 
brightness was excellent." " This image's head was 
of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his 
belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet 
part of iron and part of clay." And the king beheld 
" till that a stone was cut out without hands, which 
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and 
clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron. 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them ; and the 
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth." Dan. 2: 31-35. 

Daniel was called upon to give this dream (for the 
king could not remember it) and its interpretation, 
and after giving it, as recorded in the verses already 
quoted, the prophet said unto King Nebuchadnezzar: 
" Thou, 0 king, art a king of kings: for the God of 
Heaven bath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. . . . Thou art this head of 
gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom 
inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron; forasmuch 
as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things, 
and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in 
pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the 
feet and toes, part of potter's clay, and part of iron, 
the kingdom shall be divided." "And in the days 
of these kings hall the God of Heaven set up 
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed ; and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever." Dan. 2 : 37-41, 44. Then 
Daniel added: "The great God bath made known to 
the king what shall come to pass hereafter, and the 
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure." 
Verse 45. 

It needs no extended argument to prove that the 
four kingdoms symbolized by the four different met-
als in this great image were Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. We know that Babylon was the 
first of the series, for the prophet said to Nebuchad-
nezzar, "Thou art this head of gold." That this was 
spoken of the kingdom over which Nebuchadnezzar 
ruled rather than of the king himself is evident from 
the language of verse 39: "And after thee shall arise 
another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third 
kingdom of brass," etc. Commenting on the words, 
"Thou art this head of gold," Albert Barnes says: 
" The meaning is that the Babylonian Empire, as it 
existed under Nebuchadnezzar, in its relation to the 
kingdoms which should succeed, was like the gold 
seen in the image as compared with the inferior 
metals that made up the remaining portions of the 
image." On the first part of verse 39, Barnes says : 
"The kingdom here referred to was undoubtedly the 
Medo-Persian." Of the third kingdom he says: 
"There can be no reasonable doubt that this third 
kingdom is denoted the empire founded by Alex-
ander." And of the fourth he says: "The common 
opinion has been that the reference is to the Roman 
Empire." Dr. Barnes is not quoted in this con-
nection as authority, or because his opinion is enti-
tled to any weight except as it is supported by sound 
reasons, but simply because he voices the generally 
accepted Protestant view of this matter. 

But the portion of the prophecy which most inti-
mately concerns us is the part which relates to the 
feet and toes of this image, and to the kingdom which 
it is declared that the God of Heaven shall set up. 
From nearly two centuries before Christ, till almost 
four centuries after Christ, Rome was fitly symbolized 
by iron, but there came a time when elements of 
weakness began to enter in, and the mighty empire 
was divided. This weak, divided condition was fitly 
symbolized by the iron and clay in the feet and toes. 
Said the prophet : " Whereas thou sawest the feet 
and toes, part of potter's clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided." And so it was; between 
the dates 376 and 451 A. D., Rome was divided into 
ten parts, commonly known as the " ten kingdoms of 
the Western Empire," and, in accordance with the 
terms of the prophecy it never has and never can be 
reunited, for the prophet says: " In the days of these 
kings [or, rather, as the Vulgate has it, " In the days 
of these kingdoms "] shall the God of Heaven set up 
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever." Verse 44. 

How soon the Lord shall break in p'eces the king-
doms of this world and establish his own everlasting 
kingdom we know not, but we do know that we are 
now living in the divided state of Rome, in the time of 
the kingdoms of which it is written, " In the days of 
these kingdoms shall the God of Heaven set up a 
kingdom," and certainly it behooves us to heed well 
the injunction : " Watch, therefore, for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come," for the next event 
in this line of prophecy is the destruction of the 
kingdoms of this world and the establishment of 
"the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." Further consideration of the subject 
must be deferred to another time. 	C. P. B. 

S 	  

A SIGNIFICANT PROPOSAL. 

THE feverish, restless spirit of the times, and the 
tendency of the age towards legislation, which inter-
feres with the individual rights of conscience, are well 
exemplified in a proposal by the trustees of the Nor-
mal College of New Jersey of an amendment to the 
State constitution " prohibiting the establishment of 
schools the purpose of which is to withdraw pupils 
from the public schools." 

Of course the amendment is aimed directly at 
parochial schools, but great as is the evil of Romish 
opposition to our common schools, the remedy pro-
posed by the trustees of the Normal College would be 
a great deal worse. It is right that the State should 
require every parent to afford his child an op-
portunity to acquire a good education in the corn- 

mon branches of knowledge, but to go farther 
than that and say that the child must be ed-
ucated in this school, or in that, is a most unwar-
ranted invasion of private rights. If Protestants, be-
cause they .are in the majority, have a right to say 
that Catholic children shall be educated in the pub-
lic schools, it must follow that where Catholics are 
in the majority they have the right to say that 
Protestants shall send their children to church 
schools. 

There are some things for which people are prop-
erly answerable only to God, and certainly the mat-
ter of giving religious instruction to, or of withhold-
ing it from, their children is one of those things. 
The State may require Catholics, or Presbyterians, or 
Methodists, and, in short, people of all denominations, 
to educate their children, but the moment it forbids 
the establishment of denominational schools, and re-
quires that all shall send to the State schools, it 
strikes down religious liberty, and tramples upon the 
sacred rights of conscience. 	 • 

THE NATIONAL SABBATH CONVENTION 
AND THE BLAIR BILL. 

IT was my privilege, in company with Elder A. T. 
Jones, to attend the Sunday Convention held at Wash-
ington, and to hear what was said before the Senate 
Committee to whom the Sunday Bill was referred. 
To me the meeting was, in many respects, very inter-
esting and solemn,—solemn in view of the fact that 
we could see so clearly what we must soon meet, 
and how poorly prepared we are, as a people, for it. 
Those who are in favor of Sunday legislation are ter-
ribly in earnest. They mean all they have said in 
print about carrying the matter through. There are 
also some of the leading men in Congress who are as 
much in earnest as the people of the churches. 
There are many who have not investigated the sub-
jest so as to know the bearing of it, who think it  a 
good thing, and see nothing objectionable in it, 
simply because they do not understand it. 

Then another thing was fully demonstrated, that 
there are none who see this matter in its true light, 
except those who view it in the light of prophecy. 
This places a responsibility on us such as rests on 
no other people, to give this light to the world. God 
holds us responsible. If, therefore, we fail to do our 
duty in this respect, we, as it will prove very soon, 
will be the principal sufferers. 

Everything was done that could be at the con-
vention to give enthusiasm to the enterprise of secur-
ing the passage of the bill in Congress. The church 
where the convention was held was decorated with 
a strip of scarlet cloth, half a mile in length, on 
which was pasted the signatures of six and a half 
million petitioners for a Sunday law, and to us it was 
very significant. The letter of Cardinal Gibbons, 
which, it was claimed, represented the names of 
seven and a half million more, was used to show that 
everybody was in favor of the bill. Almost every 
association, either nominally or religiously observing 
the first day of the week as the Sabbath, was repre-
sented.  Bifferent  men and women were chosen to 
represent the various interests of the country. These 
were mostly leading men in the different denomina-
tions. Some were railroad men. The Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union was represented, as 
well as the workingmen and other interests. It 
was evident that it was the leading men only who 
realized the nature of what they are doing. The 
convention continued day and evening for the time 
appointed, the 11th, 12th, and 13th of December. 
The speakers frequently referred to the long list of 
signatures as evidence of the interest taken in the 
move. 

The Seventh-day Baptists were represented by 
Professor Lewis, of Plainfield, N. J. He asked the 
privilege of speaking before the committee, but was 
referred, the same as we, to the Committee of the 
Sunday Convention, and it was recommended that 
we divide the time with them in coining before the 
committee. He negotiated with them, but we did 
not. We concluded that those who could not see 
any injustice in calling for a law that would bring 

1 
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on an innocent, law-abiding class of citizens relig-
ious persecution, would not see that justice demanded 
that we have equal chance with them. This proved 
true in the case of Professor Lewis. They arranged 
for him to have eight minutes, while they as a body 
had two hours. This was in addition to an entire hear- 
ing they had had before in April. I could but think 
that this fittingly illustrated what treatment we will 
receive when they have the power in their hands 
to do as they please. It is unsafe to trust any man 
or class of men with the religious privileges that 
belong to others. And when any scheme is entered 
upon that has in it the spirit of oppression, it ob-
scures the mind, perverts the judgment, and destroys 
in the soul those fine feelings of justice which alone 
exist in the heart of the true Christian. 

I think there were about fifty present before the 
committee. All were interested in the question, and 
nearly all in favor of the bill. There were, however, 
three classes who were opposed to it. One man rep-
resented the party of Free Thought Club in New 
York. The principles he laid down were- good. 
They were to the effect that no nation had the 
moral right to legislate upon religious questions. 
And this was emphatically true in a Government 
with such a Constitution as our own. But his relig-
ious, or rather irreligious, views destroyed much of 
the force of what he had to say. The second party 
who opposed the bill were the Seventh-day Baptists, 
who were represented by Professor Lewis, and the 
third the Seventh-day Adventists. 

The representatives of those who favored the Sun-
day legislation had the floor first. I know of no 
society of any standing in the country that failed to 
have their representative here. Mr. Crafts, who 

, seemed to be the leading man on the occasion, 
stated the rules by which the speakers were to be 
governed. It was that each delegate should have 
five minutes; but it was usually nearer ten. Finally, 
after the time was consumed, and the others had 
spoken, Professor Lewis was introduced to speak in 
behalf of the Seventh-day Baptists. He said some 
very good things, and they should have had weight, 
but it was evident that he was not prepared to 
answer all the critical questions that arose, and the 
disposition that was manifested not to appreciate the 
importance of such a question as the seventh day as 
the Sabbath. So it was claimed by Doctor Johnson, 
of Chicago. when he had gotten through, that Pro-
fessor Lewis had given himself away, and also his po-
sition. This was done in answering the adroit ques-
tions put to him. His position was different from ours 
when taken in the light of religious legislation. 

After more time was taken up than was appointed 
for the hearing, Elder Jones was asked if he had any-
thing to say. He said that he had considerable to 
say. When asked if he could say it in ten minutes, 
he replied that he could not. He stated that as the 
people he represented had been totally ignored in 
the matter (for assertions had been frequently made 
to the effect that there was no religious opposition to 
the bill, except a few Seventh-day Baptists, giving 
the impression that from their fewness they were 
of but little account), and that our position against 
the bill was on entirely different grounds from what 
had been presented, we ought to have more time. 
He then referred to the fact that our people num-
bered three times as many as the Seventh-day Bap-
tists, and were far more effective, therefore we wanted 
more time in presenting our side of the question. 
He referred briefly to the extent of our work through-
out every State and Territory in the Union, and to 
our publishing houses in the different parts of the 
world. Finally, after some discussion, it was decided 
that he should have one hour. He then had to go 
to the house for his books of reference. 

Brother Jones stated that he had three points to 
present: First, the Bible teaching on the subject; 
secondly, that it was just such a move as this which 
gave rise to the Papacy, which he would show by a few 
extracts from history; and thirdly, the practical 
workings of this, if it should pass. He had not pro-
ceeded far when he was questioned, and in fact ar-
gued with, so that one hour and a half was consumed 
and he had not had an opportunity to bring out any  

connected line of thought. As it will appear in 
print, we will not dwell on it here. We would say, 
however, that Senator Blair said that his arguments 
were logical. 

The hearing, which began at 10 and continued till 
after 4 P. M., forcibly impressed us with two things: 
First, that in a short time we will be brought before 
magistrates, where we shall experience more critical 
questioning than we have ever realized; and unless 
we are prepared by a thorough understanding of our 
position, we shall certainly fail. It is not simply 
such questions as, " Why do you keep the seventh day 
as the Sabbath?" which no doubt will be asked; but, 
" Why is it that you do not recognize the law requir-
ing the observing of the first day as the Sabbath ?" 
then perhaps such questions as this: " If the princi-
ple of legal enforcement of the Sabbath was right in 
the former dispensation, why is not the same prin-
ciple right now ? " It might be illustrated by many 
other questions of like nature, which will require a 
clear understanding of the relation we sustain to the 
Governments of this world. 

It is a mistaken idea that we are ready for the 
times that are just before us because we have a 
theory of the general principles of the truth. The 
times that are before us are of such a nature that, 
unless we speedily gather up the rays of light 
that have been shining upon our pathway, we shall 
surely fall. There is light that we have not appre-
ciated in the mission of the. American Sentinel. 
This will be realized in the future as it has not been 
in the past. But the sad part of it is that many will 
realize this after they have made a fatal mistake, be-
cause they did not realize it in time to walk in the 
light, when it would have proved their salvation to 
have done so. 

There are widely different opinions in regard to 
the passing of the bill. Some are quite sure that it 
will not be passed; and this may be. But if it fails 
this winter, it will not be because it lacks men of 
influence to help carry it forward. There will be a 
determined effort made to have it pass. Its passage 
is only a question of time. If it fails now it will 
gather strength for a renewed effort at no distant 
day. Not only has Cardinal Gibbons given his indi-
vidual name as one who is in sympathy with this 
move, but we understand there is at least one Roman 
Catholic on the committee of the Sunday Associa-
tion. This committee is to further the interests of 
the Sabbath cause according to the Protestant and 
Catholic idea. Why should they not seek and secure 
the aid of those who first christened this heathen 
festival? They were the first ones who enforced it 
on Christians. Perhaps it will revive their past ex-
perience in this work, and teach Protestants how to 
do it. It may be the means:of furnishing occupants yet 
to private rooms or cells, under their cathedrals and 
larger churches. And to have such powerful allies 
in this work, so dear to the hearts of a backslidden 
church, can they not afford to deny the first princi-
ples of Protestantism, for which the reformers bled 
and died? May God spare his people- in this evil 
time. 

There is one thing that ought to convince all, viz., 
the position taken by Seventh-day Adventists over 
forty years ago respecting this nation in prophecy is 
now coming true in almost every particular. At that 
time there was no evidence of changing the Constitu-
tion of the United States so as to have a national re-
ligion, thus forming an image to the Papacy, but by 
the prophetic word. But now we have seen with 
our eyes, and have heard with our own ears them 
say to them that dwell on the earth that they should 
make an image to the beast that had a wound by the 
sword and did live. More than that, it has been re-
sponded to by more than six million signatures of 
those that dwell on the earth, and also by the beast 
itself. May God help us to prepare for what is com-
ing on the earth, and be ready for the conflict which 
is just before us. 	 S. N. H. 

THE funds held in trust by the American Bible 
Society, of which only the income is at the disposal 
of the managers, amounts to $347,721. The income 
from this source is about $13,862. 

(Lesson 4, January 26, 1889.) 

1. WHAT was the fourth plague that came 
upon the land of Egypt? 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in 
the morning, and stand before Pi iaraoh ; lo, he coin-
eth forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus 
saith the Lora, Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, 
behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and 
upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into 
thy houses ; and the houses of the Egyptians shall be 
full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon 
they are." " And the Lord did so ; and there came a 
grievous swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants' houses, and into all the land of 
Egypt; the land was corrupted by reason of the 
swarm of flies." Ex. 8:20, 21, 24. 

2. What remarkable proof of his power did 
the Lord give? 

"And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, 
in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies 
shall be there; to the end Ulm; mayest know that I 
am the Lord in the midst of the earth. And I will 
put a division between my people and thy people; 
to-morrow shall this sign be.' Verses 22, 23. 

3. When Pharaoh still refused to let the 
people go, what plague was threatened? 

"Then -the Lord, said unto Moses, Go in unto 
Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the Lord God of 
the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. For if thou refuse to let them go, and 
wilt hold them still; behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the 
horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the 
oxen, and upon the sheep ; there shall be a very 
grievous murrain." Ex. 9 :1-3. 

4. Did the cattle of the children of Israel 
suffer? 

"And the Lord shall sever between the cattle of 
Israel and the cattle of Egypt; and there shall notli-
ing die of all that is the children's of Israel. And 
the Lord appointed a set time, saying, To-morrow 
the Lord shall do this thing in the land. And the 
Lord did that thing on the morrow, and all the cat- . 
tle of Egypt died; but of the cattle of the children 
of Israel died not one. And Pharaoh sent, and, be-
hold, there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites 
dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and 
he did not let the people go." Verses 4-7. 

5. What was the sixth plague? 
"And the Lord said unto Moses and unto Aaron, 

Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let 
Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of 
Pharaoh. And it shall become small dust in all the 
land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout 
all the land of Egypt. And they took ashes of the 
furnace, and stood before Pharaoh ; and Moses 
sprinkled it up toward heaven ; and it became a 
boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon 
beast." Verses 8-10. 

6. What was threatened as the seventh 
plague ? 
. "And the Lord -said unto Moses, Stretch forth 
thine hand toward heaven, that there may be hail 
in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon every herb of the field, throughout the 
land of Egypt." Verse 22. 

7. How terrible was this plague? 
"And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven; 

-.and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran 
along upon the ground; and the Lord rained hail 

, upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire 
mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there 
was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it be-
came a nation. And the hail smote throughout all 
the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man 
and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the 
field, and brake every. tree of the field." Verses 23-
25. 

8. Was there anything that was not de-
stroyed by the hail? 

" And the wheat and the rye were not smitten; 
for they were not grown up." Verse 32. 

9. How did God again show his power, and 
his care for his people? 

ffiabba-thstimot 

Old Teotament Hi$torg, 
GOD'S CARE FOR HIS PEOPLE. 
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"Only in the land of Goshen, where the children 
of Israel were, was there no hail." Verse 26. 

10. When Pharaoh again broke his promise 
to let the people go, what did the Lord 
threaten ? 

"Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, 
to-morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast; 
and they shall cover the face of the earth,that one 
cannot be able to see the earth; and they shall eat 
the residue of that which is escaped, which remain-
eth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every 
tree which groweth for you out of the field." Ex. 
10:4,5. 

11. how severe was this plaque? 
"And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land 

of Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon 
the land all that day, and all that night ; and when 
it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 
And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, 
and rested in all the coasts of Egypt; very grievous 
were they; before them there were no such locusts 
as they, neither after them shall be such. For they 
covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land 
was darkened; and they did eat every herbof the 
land, and all the fruit of the trees which the hail 
had left; and there remained not any green thing in 
the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all 
the land of Egypt." Verses 13-15. 

12. What was the ninth plague? - 
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine 

hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness 
over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be 
felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward 
heaven ;• and there was a thick darkness in all the 
land of Egypt three days; they saw not one another, 
neither rose any from his place for three days; but 
all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings." 
Verses 21-23. 

13. What showed in a special manner that 
this darkness was not from ordinary causes? 
Verse 23. 

14. What -was the tenth - and last plague 
threatened ? 

"And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About 
midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt; and 
all the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from 
the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon histhrone, 
even unto the first-born-of the maid-servant that is 
behind the mill; and all the first-born of beasts. 
And there shall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor 
shall be like it any more." Ex. 11 : 4-6. 

15. How did the Lord propose to show that 
he put a difference between the Egyptians and 
the Israelites ? 

"But against any of the children of Israel shall 
not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast; 
that ye may know how that the Lord doth put 
a difference between the Egyptians and Israel." 
Verse 7. 

NOTES. 

THE first miracle, while it authenticated the mis-
sion of Moses, destroyed the serpents, which among 
the Egyptians were objects of worship, thus evincing, 
in the outset, that their gods could neither help the 
people nor save themselves. 

The second miracle was directed against thg river 
Nile, another object which they regarded with relig-
ious reverence. This river they held sacred, as the 
Hindoos do the Ganges; and even the fish in its wa-
ters they revered as objects of worship. They drank 
the water with reverence and delight, and supposed 
that a divine efficacy dwelt in its waves to heal dis-
eases of the body. The water of this, their cherished 
object of idolatrous homage, was transmuted to blood, 
and its finny idols became a mass of putridity. 

The third miracle was directed to the accomplish-
ment of the same end—the destruction of faith in 
the river as an object of worship. The waters of the 
Nile were caused to send forth legions of frogs, which 
infested the whole land, and became a nuisance and 
a torment to the people. Thus their idol, by the 
power of the true God, was polluted, and turned into 
a source of pollution to its worshipers. 

By the fourth miracle of a series constantly increas-
ing in power and severity, lice came upon man and 
beast throughout the land. "Now if it be remem-
bered," says Glieg, "that no one could approach the 
altars of Egypt upon whom so imptire an insect har- 

bored, and that the priests, to guard against the 
slightest risk of contamination, wore only linen gar-
ments, and shaved their heads and bodies every day,* 
the severity of this miracle as a judgment upon 
Egyptian idolatry may be imagined. Whilst it lasted, 
no act of worship could be performed, and so keenly 
was this felt that the very magicians exclaimed, 
`This is the finger of God." 

The fifth miracle was designed to destroy the trust 
of the people in Beelzebub, or the Fly-god, who was 
reverenced as their protector from visitations of 
swarms of ravenous flies which infested the land, 
generally about the time of the dog-days, and 
moved only, as they supposed, at the will of this idol. 
The miracle now wrought by Moses evinced the im-
potence of Beelzebub, and caused the people to look 
elsewhere for relief from the fearful visitation under 
which they were suffering. 

The sixth miracle, which destroyed the cattle, ex-
cepting those of the Israelites, was aimed at the de-
struction of the entire system of brute worship. 
This system, degrading and bestial as it was, had 
become a monster of many heads in Egypt. They 
had their sacred bull, and ram, and heifer, and goat, 
and many others, all of which were destroyed by 
the agency of the God of Moses. Thus by one act 
of power Jehovah manifested his own supremacy, 
and destroyed the very existence of their brute idols. 

Of the peculiar fitness of the sixth plague (the sev-
enth miracle) says the writer before quoted, the 
reader will receive a better impression when lie is 
reminded that in Egypt there were several altars 
upon which human sacrifices were occasionally of-
fered, when they desired to propitiate Typhon, or 
the Evil Principle. These victims being burned 
alive, their ashes were gathered together by the offi-
ciating priests, and thrown up into the air, in order 
that evil might be averted from every place to which 
an atom of the ashes was wafted. By the direction 
of Jehovah, Moses took a handful of ashes from the 
furnace (which, very probably, the Egyptians at this 
time had frequently used to turn aside the plagues 
with which they were smitten) and he cast it into 
the air, as they were accustomed to do; and instead 
of averting evil, boils and blains fell upon all the 
people of the land. Neither king, nor priest, nor 
people, escaped. Thus the bloody rites of Typhon 
became a curse to the idolaters—the supremacy of 
Jehovah was affirmed, and the deliverance of the 
Israelites insisted upon. 

The ninth miracle was directed against the wor-
ship of Serapis, whose peculiar office was supposed 
to be to protect the country from locusts. At periods 
these destructive insects came in clouds upon the 
land, and like an overshadowing curse they blighted 
the fruits of the field and the verdure of the forest. 
At the command pf Moses these terrible insects came 
—and they retired only at his bidding. Thus was 
the impotence of Serapis made manifest, and the 
idolaters taught the folly of trusting in any other 
protection than that of Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

The eighth and tenth miracles were directed 
against the worship of Isis and Osiris, to whom, and 
the river Nile, they awarded the first placet in the 
long catalogue of their idolatry. These idols were 
originally the representatives of the sun and moon; 
they were believed to control the light and the ele_ 
ments ; and their worship prevailed in some form 
among all the early nations. The miracles directed 
against the worship of Isis and Osiris must have 
made a deep impression on the minds both of the 
Israelites and the Egyptians. In a country where 
rain seldom falls—where the atmosphere is always 
calm, and the light of the heavenly bodies always 
continued, what was the horror pervading all minds 
during the elemental war described in the Hebrew 
record !—during the long period of three days and 
three nights, while the gloom of thick darkness 
settled, like the outspread pall of death, over the 
whole land ! Jehovah of hosts summoned nature 
to proclaim him the true God; the God of Israel 

* Every third day according to Herodotus. 
Against the worship of the Nile two miracles were directed, 

and two, likewise, against Isis and Osiris, because they were 
supposed to be the supreme gods. Manyplaced the Nile first, 
as they said it had power to water Egypt independently of the 
action of the elements. 

asserted his supremacy, and exerted his power to 
degrade the idols, destroy idolatry, and liberate 
the descendants of Abraham from the land of their 
bondage. 

The Almighty having thus revealed himself as 
the true God, by miraculous agency, and pursued 
those measures, in the exercise of his power, which 
were directly adapted to destroy the various forms 
of idolatry which existed in Egypt, the eleventh and 
last miracle was a judgment, in order to manifest to 
all minds that Jehovah was the God who executed 
judgment in the earth.—Philoaophy of the Plan of Sal-
vation. 

floteS-o4 the hiteVnational Legon. 

HEALING THE LEPER. 

(January 20, Mark 1 : 25-45.) 

[For suggestion  on the part of this lesson which re-
lates to the miracle of healing the leper, the reader 
is referred to the article on the first page of this pa-
per, entitled, "An Impressive Miracle."] 

THE few glimpses which the Gospels afford us of 
the private life of Jesus reveal to us the fact that 
his life was one of prayer. Upon at least one occa-
sion he "continued all night in prayer to God" 
(Luke 6:12), and in this lesson it is recorded that 
"rising up a great while before day, lie went out, 
and departed into a solitary place to pray." Thus it 
appears that often while others were asleep, he was 
engaged in communion with his Father. 

WHY prayer was necessary for the Saviour bee can-
not understand. We know, because the apostle 
tells us so (Phil. 2:7), that he "made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men," but we can-
not comprehend such self-abasement. We can, how-
ever, believe that this is true, and praise God that 
it is so; that be by whom the worlds were made 
(Heb. 1:2) divested himself of those things which 
belonged to him of right, that he was "made under 
the law " (Gal. 4 : 4), and stood forth as the represent-
ative of sinners, taking their place under the law 
—under its condemnation—" and became obedient 
to death [the wages of sin, Rom. 6:23], even the 
death of the cross." 

IN thus humbling himself the Son of God did not 
lay aside his divinity ; lie was not less divine while 
upon earth than while in Heaven before the worlds 
were made ; but that he might rescue fallen man 
from the pit of destruction "he clothed his divinity 
with humanity," and "was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin." He laid aside his 
divine prerogatives, and felt to their full human 
weakness and human dependence. Had he not 
done this, how could lie be "touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities "? Had he never felt the need 
of prayer how could he enter fully into the petitions 
of those who agonize before God ? Had he never felt 
the power of temptation, how could he "succor thi;,71 
that are tempted" ? 

There is in the life of our Lord probably no more 
important lesson for us than that of pm-or. In this, 
as in all things else, he should be our exami.ple. If 
he had need of prayer how much more do we noed 
to seek earnestly the divine blessing? And if we 
have the Spirit of Christ we will pray. Prayer is 
the natural language of humility. Self-sufficiency is 
the greatest foe of spirituality, and to everything 
which promotes it. Only those who feel their need 
can offer real prayer. " They that wait upon the 
Lord 'shall renew their strength,"' is the divine 
promise; but this renewing can come only to those 
who feel their need of it. "God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." There-
fore "humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and he shall lift you up." 	 C. P. B. 

• 4. 

IT is stated as a fact that only one church has been 
built in Berlin in fifty years. 
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The Zlissionarg. 

:SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

I SPENT the first Sabbath of the week of 
prayer with the church in San Pasqual, San 
Diego County. There seemed to be a desire 
on the part of the church to go forward in the 
cause; but we know God has blessings for 
this church, if they will step fully out in faith 
and duty, that few of its members know any-
thing of. The following Monday we spent 
with the church at Santa Ana, Los Angeles 
County. Brother Briggs was here and contin-
ued with them through the week, while I drove 
up to Norwalk and met with Brother Owen 
and the church on Tuesday and Wednesday 
at Los Angeles, and continued there until after 
Christmas. A heavy rain-storm interfered 
much with the last few days of our meetings 
in this part of the State. But from all I have 
seen and heard, I am confident much good 
has been done. We raised $100 at Los An-
geles for foreign missions, and have some 
over $100 promised for the Los Angeles Mis-
sion. The program of exercises we carried 
out in full, although it was only received one 
week before. We would suggest that a pro-
gram for next season be completed earlier, 
so that more practice and thought can be 
given to it. 

Since my last report from San Diego, three 
have been baptized and several have signed 
the covenant. Brother and Sister Thurston 
will be with the church there during my ab-
sence. We learn they had good meetings 
through the week of prayer. 

In company with Brother Brigks; we are 
holding meetings with the Santa Ana church. 
The cause here is much in need of a house of 
worship. The brethren are much scattered, 
but there is a goodly company when they all 
get together, which they have made consider-
able effort to do, and we have felt that the 
Lord has been with us. 	W. M. HEALEY. 

Santa Ana, Cal., December 81, 1888. 

.PURR VALLEY, CALIFORNIA. 

WE closed our eight days' meeting at Burr 
Valley December 13. It was truly a good 
meeting. The Spirit of the Lord came very 
near. Backsliders were reclaimed, sinners were 
converted, and God's people were greatly en-
couraged. To the Lord will we give all 
the praise! It seems that the good Spirit is 
making more earnest effort than ever before 
to win the hearts of the people. Many have 
yielded. The same good work is going on at 
Lemoore. God is moving his people wonder-
fully, and many are awaking and trimming 
their lamps; but some sleep on. Are we not 
having the advanced showers of the latter 
rain? 	 J. H. COOK. 

,SWASE17, SHASTA COUNTY, CAL 

I HAVE been holding meetings at this place, 
which was formerly know as Burgettville, 
for thepast month. Nine have signed the 
covenant to obey God in all things. Eight 
signed the Christian temperance pledge to ab-
stain from alcohol, tobacco, and the-use of tea 
and coffee. We organized a Sabbath-school of 
fourteen members, to be known as the Swasey 
school, also a missionary society. 

I preached twice and held some Bible-
readings in a little place near here called 
Fall's City. The place consists of a few houses 
and three saloons. One person has corn- 
menced to keep the Sabbath. Disposed of 
3,100 pages of books and tracts. 

FRANK HOPE. 

Susanville, Cal., December 29. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN CALIFORNIA. 

THE following is condensed from the vari-
ous churches as far as heard from. We are 
sorry that the report is not complete, but are 
gratified Jo see the increased interest over a 
year ago. We are encouraged to see that our 
brethren are becoming aroused to the dangers 
around us, and to the fulfilling of Revelation 
13, which is now just before us. Counter peti-
tions to the Blair Bills now before Congress 
have been circulated quite largely in the 
short time since the blanks were placed in 
the hands of the solicitors. There also seems 
to have been quite a general effort made to 
get nearer to the Lord. 

SACRAMENTO.. 

From this company Brother W. A. Blakely 
reports a good meeting, notwithstanding very 
rainy weather. The attendance was good, 
all taking part in the social meeting. The 
Christmas exercises were not held, on account 
of rain. The offerings amounted to $32. 

HR4LDSBURG. 

From Healdsburg Brother R. S. Owen 
writes that the meetings during the week of 
prayer were well attended and of good inter-
est. The church is greatly revived and an 
excellent spirit prevails. The meetings were 
expected to continue a week longer. The 
amount of donations to foreign missions was 
$332.25 in cash besides considerable jewelry. 

ARROYO GRANDE. 

Sister J. A. Owen reports that they have 
cause for gratitude for the blessings of the 
week of prayer. The friends of the truth 
are few here. Only five or six were members 
of the partially organized church at the be-
ginning of the meetings, and bitter enmity to 
the truth exists throughout the community. 
Four new ones have signed the covenant, 
some of whom are cases of special interest. 
The donations were $13.25. 

FERNDALE. 

Brother Brown writes from this place that 
the week of prayer and fast was a great bless-
ing to them one and all  and before the week 
was out, old and young were anxious to give 
of their means to help carry on the Lord's 
work. The church has become few in num-
ber, and with two exceptions are all poor; 
hence, he says, their small amount. But they 
are glad that God will accept according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. The amount was $111.65. 

NORWALK. 

From this place Brother G. K. Owen writes 
that they met each day at six o'clock P. M., 

which gave time for instruction in Bible work, 
and in other branches where needed, as well 
as time for the regular readings, and prayer 
and social meetings. He was thankful to see 
a greater separation from the world and a 
drawing nearer to the Lord. Thirti-two dol- 

lars were given to foreign missions, and $13 
were paid into the Los Angeles Mission. 
Many were kept away by reason of the rainy 
weather. There were five hundred, and thirty 
names obtained to the petition against the 
Blair Bill. 

STOCKTON. 

Brother Hutchinson reports excellent meet-
ings at Stockton. Some of the company have 
moved away, and divisions had crept into the 
church. But the Spirit of the Lord came in, 
and all hearts were melted down by its pres-
ence, and all differences put away. The Sab-
bath meeting was one of great blessing, lasting 
five and one-half hours. The outside interest 
is good. Christmas offerings were $25. 

ST. HELENA. 

Brother Fulton writes that the meetings of 
this church were held at the Health Retreat, 
and were exceptionally good from the first. 
In the beginning of the meetings a spirit of 
confession came in, and more of the Spirit of 
God was manifested than he had seen there 
for a long time. They desire more of the 
same work. Their Christmas exercises, varied 
from the regular program, were of interest, 
the patients and boarders at the Retreat tak-
ing part. The amount given was $264.25. 

OAKLAND. 

THE good meetings begun some weeks ago 
by Elder E. P. Daniels, who left December 13 
for Woodland, continued throughout the week 
of prayer, and the evidences show that the 
work is not a superficial one. It has ex-
tended throughout the whole church, and has 
led to such a consecration of heart and life 
and all to God as has not been seen for many 
years among our people. And this, while 
more fully seen among the young, has not 
been confined to them. Our older brethren 
and sisters are praising God for victories 
gained. But the work among the youth, es-
pecially the employes in the office, has been a 
cause of much rejoicing. Many had held a 
nominal connection with the church, but 
knew nothing of real conversion to God; 
some had backslidden, and others had never 
made a profession; but nearly all are now re-
joicing in the light of God's smile, justified 
by his grace. 

The fast-days were days of victory to many. 
The last Sabbath, December 22, a praise serv-
ice was held, which was indeed a service of 
praise. In the forenoon a Bible-reading was 
given, which presented many of the reasons 
and injunctions for praise, and the precious 
privilege God has given us of being able to 
praise him at all times. In the afternoon 
some eighty testimonies, interspersed with 
singing, were given in fifty minutes, when it 
was found necessary to divide the meeting, in 
order to give all an opportunity to speak. 
From ten to sixteen were on their feet at the 
same time waiting to testify. The meeting 
then closed before some had spoken, who 
would have spoken had they had time, and 
yet the testimonies were not long or prosy. 
Victories over habits which had had the mas-
tery for years were achieved, the power of sin 
was broken, through the strength of grace di-
vine, and hearts were made glad through be-
ing renewed. The Christmas exercises were 
of interest. The donations were $1,000. 

(Concluded on page 30.) 
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!Flu 	(Circle. 
COUNT THE MERCIES. 

Corrrr the mercies! count the mercies! 
Number all the gifts of love; 

Keep a daily faithful record 
Of the comforts from above. 

Look at all the lovely green spots 
In life's weary desert way; 

Think how many cooling fountains 
Cheer our fainting heart each day. 

Count the mercies! count the mercies! 
See them strewn along our way ! 

Count the mercies, though the trials 
Seem to number more each day; 

count the trials, too, as mercies, 
Add them to the grand array. 

Trials  are God's richest blessings, 
Sent to prompt our upward flight 

As the eagles' nest—all broken, 
Makes them fly to loftier heights. 

Count them mercies, count them mercies, 
That bring Heaven within our sight. 

Let us number all our jewels, 
Let us estimate their worth; 

Let us thank the gracious Giver, 
Strewing blessings o'er the earth. 

Let our hearts o'erflow with gladness, 
Let us tell the wonders o'er, 

Till our multiplying treasures 
Seem a countless, boundless store. 

Then let praises, grateful praises, 
Be our language evermore. 

—Mary D. James, in the Moravian. 

IN THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK. 

APART in the busy school-room, with head 
bent low, and slowly moving finger, sat 
little Elice Grey, all absorbed in study. 

Suddenly she paused, and over the ex-
pressive countenance flashed a quick, bright 
ray, as though some hidden chord within 
were answering gladly some touch without. 
Quickly the curly head was lifte 1. and then 
the soft blue eyes, looking straight before 
them, neither to the right nor the left, re-
vealed that they were sightless. 

It was thus that Elice had come into the 
world, bringing her tiny cross that was to 
grow with her growth, and never be lifted, 
till the light of another world should break 
on the yearning eyes. And, as though dwell-
ing ever under the shadow of that cross, the 
fair, sweet face bore trace of thought, deep 
and earnest, such as childhood rarely knows. 

A slender slip of a girl, it was not strange 
that often in the merry game she wearied 
sooner than others, and at such times, steal-
ing quietly away, or whispering to someone 
near, "Lead me, please, to a safe place," she 
would sit listening to the unhappy sounds, 
ever patient and uncomplaining. 

And all the little friends well knew what 
Elice meant by "a safe place." With the idea 
of security, she had ever seemed to associate 
that of greatness and strength; and when, 
with outstretched hand, she groped her 
darkened way, instinctively she seemed to 
seek some lofty tree, or sheltering wall, 
against which to rest, assured, as she often 
said, that no harm could befall her while 
thus upheld. 

But it was in the buzzing school-room that 
now she sat, her finger moving slowly over 
the raised letters of the book before her, 
when the quickly lifted countenance, bright-
ened by that light within, attracted the atten-
tion of her teacher. 

" What is it, Elice?" she asked, as though 
the sightless eyes had spoken. 

"Oh, Miss Agnes," said the little one, 
eagerly, "please tell me, were these words 
written by a little blind girl?" and rapidly 
she read the letters, " L-e-a-d m-e t-o t-h-e 
R-o-c-k t-h-a-t i-s h-i-g-h-e-r t-h-a-n I." 

"No, dear," answered the teacher, "they 
were not written by a blind girl, but a great 
and powerful king. Why do you ask?" 

"Because," said Elice, slowly, " I thought 
no one but a weak little blind girl could feel 
that lOnging. It is just what I am always 
reaching out to find, something taller and 
stronger than I, against which to rest and 
feel safe." 

"Well, perhaps, dear," replied the teacher, 
gently caressing the drooping head, "perhaps 
King David, though not blind in the way you 
mean, may yet have felt something of that 
same longing. There are times when even 
those blessed with sight and strength are 
blinded by sin or sorrow, and they, too, reach 
out for a strong, sure shelter against which to 
lean and feel safe. This is why God calls 
himself our Rock of defense, so much stronger, 
so much higher than we, that under its pro-
tecting care safety and rest are found." - 

The teacher passed on, but Elice still 
sat wrapped in thought, her slender finger 
still moving lingeringly over the letters. 

"The Rock that is higher than I," she re-
peated softly; " surely little children who 
can see their way and lire never afraid can-
not feel these words as I do. Whatever the 
good teacher may think, I believe God wrote 
them just for his blind ehildren, for who else 
has need to be led as we? " 

The bell for dismissal had sounded, and 
the children had filed out before Elice roused 
from her reverie ; with unerring neatness she 
arranged her little desk; then, quite alone, 
started homeward. 

The roadway leading into the little town 
was a shaded lane thoroughly familiar to the 
unguided feet; but, absorbed in thought this 
afternoon, Elice walked dreamily and less 
guardedly than was her wont. Suddenly a 
harsh voice recalled her. 

" Why don't you look where you are go-
ing, child, and not walk into one, as if you 
were dreaming ? ". 

The startled child stopped quit' ly, with 
that nervous outreaching of the little hand, 
the first impulse when frightened, and im-
mediately it came in contact with what she 
knew to be the form of a woman seated on 
the roadside. 

" Excuse me, please," said the gentle little 
voice, with its pathetic ring of sadness; "I 
cannot look where I am going, because I am 
blind." 

The sightless eyes were lifted a moment to 
the face beside her, and over the latter swept 
a sudden shade of remorse. 

" Blind, child?" she repeated more gently ; 
" I would never have guessed it, or I would 
have moved out of your way—but," she added, 
with an accent of passionate pain, " I, too, am 
blind, blind, blind." 

The little one at her side started again, as 
though frightened by the vehemence of the 
tone. " Blind," she repeated, with tenderest 
sympathy; "you blind, too?" and instinct-
ively her hand reached out and grasped the 
one near her. "Ah, I see," she continued, un- 

consciously using the familiar figure of speech, 
"I see; you have no one to lead you, and 
perhaps have lost your way." 

"Yes, yes," said the other, slowly, as though \, 
speaking to herself, but with that same deso-
late pain ringing through her words; "lost, 
that is it; I have strayed far, and lost my 
way." 

"Then do let me lead you," said the child, 
looking earnestly into the face she could not 
see; "though I am blind, I know every step 
of the way here, and I will lead you home." 

Into the weary, haggard eyes beside her, 
with the sound of that word, sprang hot, 
rushing tears, such as had not moistened their 
depths for many a day. 

"You lead me, little one," she said, brok-
enly; "you are too young, too small and 
weak." 

"Ah, I see, I know," cried the child again, 
with that same bright light once more illu-
mining her face. "I understand just how you 
feel; you want something tall and strong 
against which to lean, just like that poor, sad 
king, who said, ' Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than I.' You are so afraid of stum-
bling or falling; isn't that it? " she cried, 
eagerly. 

The unhappy wayfarer was gazing upon the 
glowing countenance of the child beside her 
with something of deepening awe, as though 
listening to an angel speaking, and wonder-
ingly now came the words from her quivering 
lips .— 

"Yes, yes, child, that is it—something 
stronger, higher than I to save me from stum-
bling and falling. But," she cried with sud-
den anguish, "you cannot understand—it is 
not my eyes that are darkened, but my heart, 
my soul, that is blinded with sin and sorrow !" 

Once more that kindling intelligence flashed 
over the child's pure face. 

"Oh, is that it?" she said quickly, "and is 
not that just what my teacher said to-day ? 
She knows all about it; it is God, then, that 
you want. He is the strong, sure Rock for all 
his children blinded as you are. Oh, come, 
do come with me! She is still in the school-
room. I will lead you to her, and I know, I 
know she will show you the rest of the way ! " 

The little hand was grasping with eager 
strength the one within its clasp; and as 
though impelled by some irresistible power, 
the poor wanderer arose and obeyed the plead-
ing voice. Down the shaded lane they passed, 
the blind child carefully choosing her steps 
as though leading one more blind than she, 
the little hand, in its spotless purity, never 
for a moment relinquishing its hold. 

In silence they went their way, these two, 
the face of the one radiant with heavenly joy, 
that of the other wet with tears that fell un-
checked on the faded cheek. In the school-. 
room, busied with her evening tasks, still sat 
the patient teacher, when suddenly in the 
door-way stood those strange companions. 

" She said she was blind, and had lost her 
way, Miss Agnes," said the child's sweet voice, 
"so I have brought her to you, for I knew 
you could help her." 

And turning away, Elice slowly retraced her 
darkened path, little knowing that though 
weak and blind, she had that day led a wan-
derer home, to a safe place within "the shadow 
of a great Rock in a weary land."-,L. L. Rob-
inson, in N. Y. Observer. 
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ADVICE FOR TWO. 

, THAT quality of intimacy which breaks 
down all the barriers to politeness should 
never be tolerated. Young wives and hus-
bands cannot be too strongly reminded of the 
probable shipwreck they will make of their 
happiness if they yield to that ill-temper 
which exposes itself in discourtesy, want of 
compliance, unnecessary opposition,• and, 
above all, that most disastrous amusement 
of " nagging" and creating a quarrel. 

Hundreds of homes have gone wrong for 
the mere want of checking, in time, the habit 
of annoying, as a relief to a momentary felling 
of irritation or discomfort. The wife who gets 
in the way of contradicting or checking her 
husband, of opposing him in small things and 
standing out in large ones; the husband who 
is sneering, contemptuous, and fault-finding—
perhaps neither side knowing the whole ex-
tent of its folly, but just giving way to it as 
more easy than to fight and conquer it—these 
young people are doing their best to dig the 
grave of their married peace; and some day 
poor, pale, fainting, little love will fall into it, 

0 stark and plumeless, and will never rise again. 
In the beginning, these tiffs and confabs are 

made up with a kiss from her to cement the 
reconciliation. By and by these tiffs get more 
and more acrid, and the reconciliation is less 
warm. By still further time this never comes 
at all, and things get into that chronic state 
when there is never an open breach and never 
a formal healing, but an ever-widening rift 
and a never-ending coolness. Then the two 
live ajar, and grind like rusty hinges—locks 
which misfit the slot—wheels where the axle 
is stiff—or anything else which should work 
together in harmony and smoothness, but 
which for want of care to keep the adjustment 
exact—perhaps for want of oil to the joints—
creaks and chafes and hangs and does not fit—
to the annoyance of the by-standers, the grief 
of the family, and the disgust of all beholders. 
The end is not far to seek. " Therefore leave 
off contention before it be meddled with." 
—Selected. 

ONE of the most recent discoveries is a 
plant of the Oampanulacew, or order of bell-
flowers. It produces a stem reaching five 
feet in height, and the flowers, arranged along 
this stem, are over six inches in diameter. 
These huge bells are of a pale lavender color, 
as showy as they are monstrous. Begel, 
the botanist of St. Petersburg, seems to be the 
first to have taken note of it, and that it is 
wholly new to science; so it has been named 
by him for a Russian patron of science, Mr. 
Ostrowsky. Ostrowskia magnifica, as it is now 
to be, was discovered in Bokhara in 1884; but 
it has already found its way into cultivation 
in European gardens. 

EASE signifies waste power, or, at least, 
strength unused. Generally, he who does 
anything easily is doing less than his best. 
Not until we feel the burden of overcoming a 
difficulty can we know that we are doing as 
well as we might do. It were better to have 
it said that you write well than that you 
write easily ; for though you may write com-
paratively well with comparative ease, it 
would be a greater achievement to write bet-
ter with comparative difficulty.—S. S. Times. 

gealth and 'Temperace. 
DANGER IN BEEF. 

WE pointed out recently the new danger to 
health that had arisen from the habit of deal-
ers in coffee, pepper, butter, cheese, lard, and 
other largely consumed foods, of adulterating 
the adulterants they admit using, and which 
were comparatively harmless. Another and 
still graver peril threatens our people, and one 
that can only be guarded against by the use 
of the most painstaking precautions. This 
constant menace to human life has been for-
mulated by Dr. Huidekoper, chief of the vet-
erinary school of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, in the statement that nearly one-half 
of the deaths from consumption in this coun-
try are the direct result of eating tuberculous 
beef. 

While it is not asserted that every person 
eating the flesh or drinking the milk of tuber-
culous animals becomes diseased, it is true 
that if the patient happens to be susceptible 
to a certain class of ailments, either through 
inheritance or any other predisposing cause, 
the microbe finds all the conditions necessary 

)r its multiplication and activity. So great 
an authority as Dr. Austin Flint has said : 
"It is probable that a person with an inher-
ited tendency to consumption would never 
develop the disease if he could be absolutely 
protected against infection with the tubercle 
bacillus;' but once infected, the bacteria mul-
tiply and produce the characteristic signs and 
symptoms."—Frank Leslie's. 

VALUE OF PURE WATER FOR THIrKID— 
NEYS. 

NATURE'S safe cure for kidney diseases—
and many others—is strictly purified water. 
So important to health is strict purity in 
water that it may be reasonably presumed 
that one of the causes of the remarkable in-
crease of kidney complaints is in the increas-
ing impurity of water consequent upon our 
multiplying population, manufactures, etc. 
Says Prof. Charles Mayr :— 

"Of the thousands of chemical compounds 
and waste products formed in the human sys-
tem, many require pure water for their solu-
tion and elimination ; and water so- over-
loaded with salts, etc., as average well water 
will not work satisfactorily. . . . Those 
who have never drunk pure water do not re-
alize what an effect such water has upon the 
kidneys ; its effect is better than that of 
acetates, nitrates, opiates, or alcohol, and for 
people with tendency to kidney disease or 
dropsy there is no better remedy than pure 
water. —Samitary Era. 

CURING WEAK EYES. 

BATHE your eyes daily in salt water—not 
salt enough, though, to cause a smarting sen-
sation. Nothing is more strengthening, and 
we know several persons who after using this 
simple tonic for a few weeks have put aside 
the spectacles they had used for years, and 
did not resume them, continuing, of course, 
the oft-repeated daily use of salt water. 
Never force your eye-sight by reading or work-
ing in insufficient or too broad light. Reading 
with the sun upon one's book is very injurious 
to the eyes.—Exchange. 

CARE OF THE SKIN. 

PEOPLE do not generally understand that 
the skin shares in the function of respiration, 
and that if this is interfered with death is apt 
to ensue; though this is due not so much to 
asphyxia as to some form of blood-poisoning 
caused by the constituents of the perspiration 
being re-absorbed into the blood. A striking 
illustration of the necessity of leaving the 
skin open to some extent to the action of air 
is afforded by the fact that a child who was 
coated with gum and then covered with gold-
leaf, to represent a cherub at the coronation 
of Pope Leo X., died a few hours after the 
operation. A similiar fate nearly befell Gus-
tave Dore in the days of his youth, when a 
passing caprice made him go to a fancy ball as 
"Un Monsieur Dorh;" but as in his case the 
gilding was only phrtial, he survived, though 
he did not escape a sharp illness.—Hospital. 

WANTED TO QUIT EARLY. 

A MINISTER of the gospel in England was 
asked by a number of workingmen to go to 
their employer and arrange with him that 
they should stop work earlier on Saturday. 
The answer was in the affirmative, with this 
stipulation, that they begin work on Monday 
morning. Upon inquiry the interceder found 
that on the previous Monday one hundred 
and twenty-seven of these men had not been 
at work, fifty of them were not at work on 
Tuesday, and it was Wednesday before they 
all made a start for the week. Strong drink 
was the cause, and the new arrangement was 
not carried through because of the drink.-
New York Observer. 

.4 	• I- 

DR. CHUDNOWSKI recently experimented on 
twelve Russian soldiers with a view to dis-
ucovering the effect of cold applications to the 
epigastrium on the rapidity of digestion. 
Each soldier regaled heartily; his epigas-
trium was properly refrigerated, and the ex-
citing contest began. Unfortunately for lovers 
of the weed, the competitors were divided 
into smokers and non-smokers. The rival 
teams digested their very hardest, but the 
non-smokers out-distanced the others by the 
space of one hour.—Happy Hints. 

THE British Medical Journal mentions a re-
port made to the Central Board of Health of 
Melbourne, Australia, describing an outbreak 
of diphtheria in which the cases occurred 
almost simultaneously in the neighborhood 
of Daylesford. The local health officer's re-
port presents strong prima facie evidence that 
the children contracted the disease from cats, 
numbers of which animals were dying in the 
neighborhood. 

SEVERAL persons, in Berkeley, this - State, 
were poisoned a few days ago by eating clams 
dug near the mouth of a sewer. Two of the 
men have died, the others may recover. Clams 
are at best totally unfit for food. As shown 
by this incident, they are among the most 
filthy of scavengers, living on the most vile 
and poisonous matter. 

THE best solvent for vegetable stains is tar-
taric acid. Keep a small bottle containing it 
near the wash basin, to be used on the hands 
when stained by handling vegetables. 
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SANTA ANA. 
Brother Briggs writes from Santa Ana that 

the week of prayer was carefully observed, and 
that the solemn and timely admonitions con-
tained in the readings seem to have had a 
deep and beneficial effect. He also preached 
seven times to good audiences. The Christ-
mas program was, with slight variations, car-
ried out; and although more than half the 
crops of this part of the State have been de-
stroyed by insects, the donations amounted to 
$39. 

ROCKLIN. 

Brother A. J. Morton and wife 'were with 
the little company (only three sisters) of 
Sabbath keepers at this place during the week 
of prayer. All the readings were given ex-
cept the last, which was prevented by unfore-
seen circumstances. One public meeting was 
held, and the United States in the light of 
prophecy presented. Eighty names to the 
petition against the Blair Bill were obtained. 
The three sisters here maintain Sabbath meet-
ings, and until quite recently missionary meet-
ings. These they promised to resume, and 
also to take a club of SIGNS for missionary 
purposes. Their donations to foreign missions 
aggregated $12.75. 

WOODLAND. 

Brother Daniels reports from Woodland 
that they had a very interesting meeting on 
Christmas, not only to the church, but to 
those not of our faith. The light-house was 
made much more effective in impressing the 
children's minds with the lesson designed to 
be taught, by lowering the lights in the room. 
Elder Loughborough gave a brief but inter-
esting description of the different light-houses 
which he had seen in his thirty-two thousand 
miles of ocean travel. Few gifts were made 
between friends and relatives. It seemed to. 
the brethren that every dollar in these times 
should be given, every nerve should be taxed, 
every energy should be devoted, for the one 
sole object of erecting light-houses along the 
highways of life, and set in them the lamp 
of eternal truth to light the benighted millions 
who are now in darkness. The donations were 
$160.65. 

SAN FRANCISCO. 

Brother St. John writes that meetings 
were held each evening, and at 12 o'clock 
noon on each of the two fast-days. All were 
well attended, with the exception of two even-
ing meetings, which were hindered by rain. 
The meetings consisted of readings, prayer, 
and testimony. Many of these meetings were 
characterized by much humiliation and con-
fession. Some were much profited, and all 
who attended seemed to take courage, and 
there were earnest expressions of a determina-
tion to get just right in the sight of God, and 
to labor more unselfishly in the spread of the 
last message of mercy. The shortness of time 
was felt by all. The furnished program for 
December 24 was followed in the main. The 
sum of $113.52, together with considerable 
jewelry, was deposited in the light-house. 

SELMA. 

Brother Cook, who was with the Selma 
church during the week of prayer, writes that 
the meetings were very profitable. Nearly all 
came throughout the week. The Lord ap-
peared to especially bless the fast-day services.  

Freedom was felt in seeking God that the 
winds of strife might be held till the sealing 
work was completed. Many good confessions 
were made, followed by the peace of God. 
The meetings and preaching were timely and 
encouraging, as the church was hungering for 
the word, not having had preaching for nearly 
two years. Vigorous canvass was made for 
petitions against the Blair Bill. The holiday 
offerings amounted to $76, $13 of which was 
given by the children. They thought it would 
be better to give it to the cause of Jesus than 
to spend it for toys and sweetmeats. If all 
money used in this way by our children was 
put into the cause of Christ, it would amount 
to thousands of dollars. Shall we not edu-
cate our children to sacrifice ? 

SANTA ROSA. 
Brother Ings reports that the readings for 

the week of prayer, with extracts from the 
Testimonies, were helpful in leading this 
church to see the necessity of seeking God 
more earnestly. As opportunity was given, 
confessions were made and deep contrition 
was manifested by some, and it is believed 
that a thorough work was done for those who 
sought the Lord with true repentance. The 
occasion of making the offerings to the Lord 
was a very profitable one. Remarks were 
made relative to the work in Europe, texts of 
Scripture were repeated fitting for the occasion, 
and appropriate songs were sung by the chil-
dren; and as the hymn, "Bringing in the 
Sheaves," was sung, offerings were made to 
the amount of $43.15. A canvass for petitions 
against the Blair Bill was made among the 
leading men of the town, and nearly all signed 
the petition. The canvass is still progressing 
favorably. 

SAN DIEGO. 

Brother-Thurston writes that it was thought 
at first that this church, owing to its scattered 
condition, could not meet during the week of 
prayer, but after considering the matter it 
was decided to meet both forenoon and after-
noon of each day. The attendance was better 
than the brethren had dared to hope, in view 
of the many hindrances. What was better 
than all, those who attended came to seek 
God. Confessions were made, and a goodly 
number were enabled by faith to grasp and 
appropriate to themselves the promises of 
God, and rejoice in a knowledge of sins for-
given and acceptance with God. This ena-
bled them to engage with heart in the praise 
service the following Sabbath. The inclem-
ency of the weather prevented a large attend-
ance at the Christmas exercises ; but the do-
nations amounted to $109.70, besides some 
jewelry. More will probably be added. The 
exercises were simple but instructive ; and 
the happy faces of old and young indicated 
that all felt that it was more blessed to give 
than to receive. 

.6 	• 6. 

THE soul can converse freely with God, 
and it can find God anywhere if it apply in 
prayer. God's thoughts are flashing from the 
stars, printed on the flowers, chanted by the 
birds, repeated by the seasons; but the sweet-
est expression is in those beautiful verses of 
the Bible, mottoed on the memory. In the 
solitary hour we can make our thoughts flow 
with God's thought. Such intercourse with 
our Lord is our highest happiness. 

Jews and otts. 

RELIGIOUS. 

—The Bible has been translated into more than 
300 different languages. 

—The Mennonites, a German religious denomi-
nation, have decreed that no person can now belong 
to that church if he has a life insurance policy hang-
ing over his head. 

—A bill is now before Congres; providing for an 
increase of the corps of army chaplains to 100. The 
number now allowed by law is 34. Three-fourths of 
the garrisons are without chaplains. 

—Nearly five years since the Bible was made ac-
cessaile to Japanese scholars by being published in 
Chinese characters with diacritical marks, but w; thin 
the past year it has been given to that nation in their 
own language. 

—During the past year the American Bible Society 
issued in this and other lands 1,504,647 copies of 
the Scriptures. The total number issued since the 
organization of the society, seventy-two years ago, 
is 49,829,563 copies. 

—Rev. Wilber F. Crafts has resigned his pastorate 
in New York City, to accept the position of field 
secretary of the American Sunday Union, which 
met recently in Washington. Gen. 0. O. Howard is 
a member of the Executive Committee. 

—The Congregationalists have about one twenty-
fourth of the so-called evangelical church members 
in the United States, and therefore feel that they are 
responsible for the religious instruction of about two 
apd a half million people in this country. 

—The Church Progress (Catholic) says that four 
Catholic missionaries have recently been sent to the 
Congo from Belgium. Those who have read the 
history of Catholic missions on the Congo in the 
past will know about what to expect as the result 
of like efforts now. 

V 	• S. 

SECULAR. 

—The new electrical process for refining -sugar 
proves now to have been a fraud. 

—The members of the Servian Ministry have ten-
dered their resignations to King Milan. 

—There is said to be great destitution among 
Norwegian settlers in Dakota Territory. 

—January 4, seven skaters were drowned in the 
Ludwig Canal, at Hamburg, Germany. 

—The decrease in the public debt during the 
month of December, 1888, was over $14,000,000. 

—On the night of the 3d inst. 43 horses, 70 cattle, 
and 20 hogs were burned in a large barn at Schuyler, 
Neb. 

—Floods are doing a great deal of damage in Italy. 
Twelve persons were killed in one house which 
collapsed. 

—The feeling in Hayti against Americans is said 
to be very bitter. It is thought that their lives and 
property are unsafe. 

—Col. John C. Dent, brother-in-law of Gen. Grant, 
died at his home in Carthage, Mo., on the 1st inst., 
at the age of seventy-three. 

—Seven persons were drowned at Ripley, Ohio, 
on the 31st ult. by the capsizing of a boat in which 
they attempted to cross the river. 

—The great engineers' strike on the Burlington 
road has been settled. The loss both to the road 
and to the strikers has been heavy. 

—A Buffalo, N. Y., man has invented a new life-
saving car which will, it is said, be of great service 
in rescuing persons from wrecked vessels. 

—A passenger train was blown from the rails near 
Fiumi, Hungary, on the 5th inst. Three persons 
were killed and a large number were injured. 

—Severe earthquake shocks were felt on the 3d 
inst. in Kohjend and Kastakos, Russia. Buildings 
were thrown down, and  a  number of people were 
killed. 

—January 4th the striking coal heavers at Duluth 
Minn., attacked a gang of Italian laborers who were 
guarded by the police. There was a sharp fight, but 
the attacking party was driven off by the free use 
of clubs. 

—A dispatch from Bulgaria says that the Govern-
ment has signed a contract with Krupp for 1,000,000 
francs' worth of shells, and is negotiating with the 
same manufacturer for the purchase of eighty new 
batteries. 
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—Mrs. Lucy Parsons, the colored wife of one of 
the men executed a year ago last November, made a 
speech in Chicago on the 30th ult. The police did 
not interfere. 

—Famine and drought are causing much suffering 
in the interior of China. In the province of Shan 
Tung the crops have been destroyed by the overflow 
of the Yellow River. 

—The estimated output of the Colorado gold and 
silver mines for 1888 was $26,061,546, of which $3,-
105,519 is gold, $17,025,628 is silver, $5,776,552 is lead, 
and $153,847 copper. 

—At his inauguration on the 3d inst. Governor 
Luce, of Michigan, devoted a considerable portion of 
his address to the temperance question. He advo-
cated the passage of a local option law. 

—Norristown, Pa., was the scene of a disastrous 
dynamite explosion on the 2d inst. Two young 
men who were engaged in mixing the ingredients for 
the explosive were literally blown to pieces. 

—Two kegs of blasting powder were ignited at 
Everson, Pa., on the night of December 30th, by a 
spark from the pipe of a careless smoker. Seven 
men were frightfully injured by the explosion. 

—On the night of January 3d a number of dock 
strikers at West Superior, Wis., attacked and un-
mercifully beat with clubs ten Scandinavians who 
had accepted the reduction of wages made by several 
coal companies. 

—The Italian Government has launched a new 
war ship. The vessel is called the Roumberto, and 
her displacement is 13,298 tons, or 1,358 tons more 
than the Trafalgar and the le, England's two 
largest war vessels. 

—Twenty-seven persons were killed and as many 
more badly injured by an explosion in a Spanish 
coal mine on the 4th inst. The disaster will cause 
much suffering among the poor people, and they 
will have to have assistance. 

—A London dispatch of the 3d inst. says that the 
ship Loch Eck, from San Francisco via Queenstown, 
for Hull, stranded at Donna Hook, mouth of the 
Humber, where she threw overboard 100 tons of her 
cargo, after which she floated. 

—Kronek, the Chicago Anarchist, convicted of con-
spiring to assassinate with dynamite Inspector Bon-
field and Judges Gary and Grinnell, was, on the 
2d inst., refused a new trial and was sentenced to 
twelve years in the penitentiary. 

—The joint committees of the Northern and 
Southern Presbyterian Churches concluded their 
conference at New York on the 1st inst., without a 
definite result as to the union of the two bodies. 
Another meeting will be held at Atlanta in April. 

—On the night of the 4th inst. a party of White Caps 
attacked a house near West Jefferson, Ohio, but met 
a determined man, and a double-barreled shot-gun 
charged with buck-shot, and were repulsed with sev-
eral of their number seriously wounded. 

—Late advices from Samoa by way of New Zealand 
state that a German man-of-war lost twenty men 
killed and thirty wounded out of a party of 120 men, 
who went to assist Tamasese against Mataaia. The 
Germans were compelled to retreat to their boats. 

—The steamer Robilant, one of the largest cargo 
carriers afloat, recently sailed from New Orleans 
for Liverpool with the biggest cargo that ever left 
that port. It was valued at $600,000, and consisted 
of 5,682,283 pounds of cotton and 32,028 bushels of 
corn. 

—In his annual message on the 3d inst. Governor 
Ames, of Massachusetts, advises an early submission 
to the people of a prohibition amendment, and ad-
vocates increased penalties for violating the liquor 
laws. He thinks it wise to substitute imprisonment 
for fine in such cases. 

—Again United States troops are removing would-be 
settlers from Oklahoma Territory. Springer City, a 
town of 3,000 inhabitants, is under martial law. Ad-
vices from Kansas City under date of January 5 were 
to the effect that blocdshed was probable, as many 
of the settlers were reckless characters. 

—Fourteen passengers on a snow-bound railroad 
train in Russia were recently frozen to death before 
relief could reach them, and a party attempting to 
rescue them almost perished. December 27, 175 
persons were frozen to death in a single district. The 
Black, Azov, and Caspian Seas are frozen. 

—A bill has been introduced into Congress which 
provides that in all national elections the payment 
of money for the vote of any person shall be unlaw-
ful, and the person violating the law shall, upon 
conviction, be disfranchised for not less than six 
years nor more than ten, and during the said period 
be disqualified to hold any office of trust or profit 
under the United States. It ought to become a law. 

—It is asserted by a San Domingo paper that a 
citizen of this country has, through United States 
Consul Astwood, made a proposition to the Domin-
ican Government for the exhibition in this country 
of the bones of Christopher Columbus. To the 
credit of the officials of our sister republic the prop-
osition was indignantly rejected, Minister Figuero 
saying that the Dominican republic had too much 
self-respect to give to the world a spectacle of such 
an unworthy nature, and that the Government con-
sidered the interference of a United States officer in 
this matter a public scandal. 

ublisliters? ontment. 

BOUND VOLUMES OF THE AMERICAN 
SENTINEL. 

WE-can furnish Vol. 1 (1886), Vol. 2 (1887), and 
Vol. 3 (1888), of the American Sentinel, bound in 
strong paper covers, with index, at sixty cents per 
volume, post-paid. The first two volumes bound in 
one, in cloth, with index and gilt title, for $1.50 post-
paid; the three years' papers all bound in one cloth 
volume, with index and "Extra," or special cam-
paign number, for $2.25 post-paid. Address, American 
Sentinel, 1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal. 

NOTICE TO MISSIONARY WORKERS. 

PLEASE stop sending the SIGNS to any of the fol-
lowing names, as this office has received notice that 
the papers are refused, unclaimed, or sent to the 
wrong post-office :— 

Josie Pewis, E. A. Bliss,- Georgia Safford, Mr. H. 
Weaver, Mrs. T. L. Smith, Mrs. Alice Murty, Mr. 
Carmichael the night-watchman, H. L. Dracom, Miss 
May E. Brown, Mrs. M. H. Waldron, Mabel Worley, 
Mrs. Peter Mcleowd, C. M. Benett, Anna Spangler, 
Miss-Katie Swintz, Mrs. Wm. Hen. 

THE JANUARY SENTINEL. 

THE American Sentinel for January, 1889, is one ofthe 
best numbers for general circulation that has yet been 
issued. This opinion seems to be shared by others, for 
various State Tract Societies are sending in orders for 
from 5,000 to 40,000 copies to use in their Conference 
for missionary work. Some societies send the Senti-
nel to all the editors in their State, others to lawyers, 
doctors, and educational men, while some distribute 
the papers among all that can read English. 

The January Sentinel contains: "The Illinois Sun-
day Convention," "Principles, Not Parties," "A Na-
tional Reform Ally," "Freedom in Religion," "The 
National Sunday Convention," "Sunday-law Argu-
ments," "The Amended Sunday Bill," " Our Position 
Again Stated," etc. 

The publishers have already printed 100,000 cop-
ies of the January issue, and say that they would 
like to make the circulation a quarter of a million 
(250,000) copies. Will you aid in this laudable 
work? The papers will be mailed for $1.50 per 100 
or $12 per 1,000 copies. Order from the Secretary 
of your State Tract Society, or address the publishers, 
American Sentinel, 1059 Castro St., Oakland, Cal. 

VIEWS OF NATIONAL REFORM. 

.PACTrA  OE  NO. 1, 184 PAGES, 20 CENTS. 

Tars package contains thirteen tracts treating upon the va-
rious phases of the National. Reform movement, as follows :—
. 

The above package will be sent post-paid to any address for 
twenty cents. 

Address(, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland., CAL 

CHRIST IN THE GOSPELS, 
—OR— 

The Life-of our Lord in the Words of the Evangelists, 
BY fauns P. CADGAN, A. M. 

Is,-asits Name Indicates, a Compilation in which the 
four Narratives of 

THE LIFE OF okiras-r 
ARE WOVEN INTO ONE CONNECTED STORY, MAKING A COM- 

PLETE HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS IN THE EXACT 
LANGUAGE OF TIIE SCRIPTURES. 

THE text is that of the Revised Version, and while every word 
In the four Gospels appears, the work is so arranged that the 
reader can tell at a glance the words used in each Gospel. Those 
who have tried to gather all the facts concerning some miracle, 
or other event, and at the same time properly locate and credit 
tho various parts of the mIrrative, will appreciate this book, 
which is the very best of its LI ad and gives evidence of an im-
mense amount of careful and painstaking labor. 

The book is fully indexed so that any text or subject can be 
readily found; and the maps, notes, and diagrams which it con-
tains are alone well worth the price of the volume. The follow-
ing partial (less than half) TABLE OF CONTENTS will give an idea 
of the scope of the work:— 

Index to chapter and verses; Life of Our Lord (333 pages); In-
dex of persons, places, and subjects, with dictionary of proper 
names; Explanation of maps and diagrams;- Map of the path-
way of Jesus; Diagrams illustrating the principal events of 
crucifixion week. 

This work is invaluable, ,and all who love the Bible should 
have a copy. It contains 3-94 pages, is well printed on good 
paper, and is neatly and substantially bound in cloth. 

Price, post-paid, 	  $1.50 
With gilt edges, 	  2.00 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

BIBLE-READINGS. 
IN-TWO-NUMBERS - EMBRACING A PORTION OF THE BIBLE COURSE 

AT HEALDSBURG COLLEGE. 

BY ELD. E. J. WAGGONER. 

THESE Readings were prepared especially for the use of col-
porters and those who intend to conduct Bible-readings in 
missionary fields, and they present a connected chain of argu-
ment upon the fundamental doctrines of Present Truth. 

NUMBER ONE contains 57 pages, embracing sixteen readings, 
as follows:— 

No. Ques. 
The,  Law of, ,God, No. t 	g? 
Ephesians 2:15 	 26 
Romans 6:14 	 23 
Romans 10:4 	 37 
Galatians 3 : 13 	19 
Romans 3 :20 	10 
Tithing 	  99 

NUMBER Two contains 46 pages, embracing twenty-two read-
ings, as follows:— 

No. Ques. 
The Sabbath, No. 1 	51 

" 2 	49 
" 	3... ...... 42 

Colossians 2:14-17... ..... 	19 
Psalms 118:24 	 13 
Penalty of Transgression 	10 
Sanctification 	 43 
Second Coming of Christ 	64 
The Resurrection 	 59 
Immortality ... ...... ......18 
Philippians 1 • 23 	 5 	Missionary Labor.. 

Price for the Two, 50 Cents. 
Address. 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

[N THE HEHRT OF THE SIERRAS, 
BY J. M. HATCHINGS. 

Tins new work is a complete historical and descriptive smh-
m.ary of the wonderful Yo Semite Valley and Big Tree Groves. 
The author, Mr. Hutchings, is an old pioneer, and has for 
more than 20 years resided in the Valley. He took the first 
sketches of it that were ever taken, and was the first to make its 

MARVELOUS GRANDEUR KNOWN TO THE WORLD. 

The work is complete in one volume of nearly 600 pages, and 
is illustrated with over 150 illustrations, 28 of which are 

BEAUTIFUL FULL-PAGE ARTOTYPES. 

These artotypes are the most charmingly characteristic of 
any illustrations ever produced, and are perfectly true to life, 
having been photographed from nature. 

Sold only by subscription. Agents wanted everywhere. For 
prices and terms, 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, OIL 

THE SECOND COMING  OF CHRIST., 
13Y ELDER J.i.11E3 WHITE. 

THIS pamphlet gives a brief exposition of the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew, and its relation to other scriptures bearing 
upon the subject of the time and manner of the Second Advent, 
and invites your rareful and prayerful attention to the pro-
phetic address of the Son of God as delivered upon the Mount 
of Olives. Paper covers, sixty-four pages, sent post-paid for 
ten cents. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PH 	Oakland. 	, 

NO. 	 PAGES. 
T. Religious Legislation, 	  $ 
2. Religious Liberty, 	 

	

 	8 
3. National Reform and the Rights-of Conscience, 	 16 
4. The American Papacy, 	  16 
5. Bold and Base Avowal, 	  16 
6. National Reform is Church and State, 	  16 
7. Purity of National Religion, 	  

	

 	$ 
8. The Salem Witchcraft, 	  8 
9. Whr.t Think Ye of Christ? 	  8 

10. National Reformed Constitution and the American 
Hierarchy, 	  24 

11. The Republic of Israel, 	  8 
12. National Reformed Presbyterianism,. 	 32 
13. The National Reform Movement an Absurdity, 	 16 

No. Ques. 
2 Corinthians 6 : 8.... ......18 
Luke 28 : 39-43... 	. . ....16 
1 Peter 3:18-20 	 10 
Luke 16:19-31 	 37 
Living Souls 	 14 
Nature of Man .. . 	18 
Punishment of the Wicked 	70 
Work of the Spirit, No. 1 .. 	47 

64 	 • 16 2 	51 
Church Membership 	61 

52 
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.41.4-We send no papers from this office without pay in advance 
unless by special arrangement. When persons receive copies 
without ordering them, they are sent by other par es, and we 
can give no information in regard to them. Persons thus re-
ceiving copies of the Slum are not indebted to the office, and 
will not be Called upon for pay. Please read the papers and 
hand them to your friends to read. 

OUR article on the Sabbath-school lesson for this 
week is, with other important matter, crowded out. 
But we believe our readers will not be disappointed 
in the excellent matter furnished this week, esp e-
cially that which relates to our own times, and the 
dangers that threaten us. 

THE publishers wish us to announce that it has 
been decided to publish the American Sentinel weekly, 
instead of monthly, as heretofore. The present vol-
ume will consist of forty-eight numbers, the next 
number being dated January 30. The subscription 
price will be $1.00 a year; in clubs of ten or more to 
one name and address, seventy-five cents. By this 
change the Sentinel will contain nearly four times as 
much reading matter as now, for twice the money, 
and it is hoped that a large subscription list will be 
secured at once. 

-4 II  -4 

JANUARY 1 the Presbyterian ministers of Minne-
apolis, Minn., held a meeting and decided to inaugu-
rate a Sunday crusade in that State, and also to join 
in urging Congressional action. It was decided to 
" wage war against Sunday breakers and to strike for 
an era of better laws, and for the better enforcement 
of existing statutes." Sunday papers were denounced, 
and Congress was called upon to abstain from pat-
ronizing them. It was the sentiment of the clergy-
men that some more effective legislation was posi-
tively necessary, and a move will be made in that 
direction. The ministers of other denominations in 
Minneapolis have signified their intention of joining 
their Presbyterian brethren in this crusade against 
the Sunday papers. 

Ix the report from one church of the week of 
prayer, it was stated that "confessions were made, 
and quite a goodly number were enabled to grasp 
by faith the promises of God and appropriate them 
to themselves." Appropriating God's promises to 
ourselves is faith. We may believe God's promise; 
that is, we may give to it our mental assent, our 
judgment is convinced, we believe. Our neighbor 
we believe to be humble and true and honestly 
seeking God, and we believe God accepts him, be-
cause our neighbor has complied with the conditions. 
We believe God will accept us, if we so comply. 
But that is mere mental assent, and it may never 
move to action, never profit us in the least. But 
faith lays hold of the promise and says, " It is mine; 
Christ is my Saviour; I am his child." Belief as-
sents; but faith appropriates. Faith is a vitalizing, 
force-infusing principle, fruitful al ways in good works. 

Ix noticing editorially the Converted Catholic, pub-
lished in New York by James A. O'Connor, formerly 
a priest of the Roman Catholic Church, the Jewish 
Times and Observer mentions the fact that he has 
been joined in his work by three other priests, and 
asks :— 

"Are we to conclude from this that 'the infallible' 
head of the Catholic Church is destined to be over-
thrown in time by the very men it has educated 
to uphold and defend Lis alleged infallible author-
ity?" 

Were the editors of the Observer  as familiar as they 
should be with their own scriptures, to say nothing 
of the New Testament, they would not ask such a 
question. The Testaments are a unit in teaching 
that the Papal power is to stand until destroyed, not 
"by the very men it has educated to uphold and de- 

fend its alleged authority," but -by the coming of the 
Lord of glory. Says the prophet Daniel: " I beheld 
even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, 
and given to the burning flame." Dan. 7:11. And 
the apostle testifies of the same power, that it shall 
be destroyed by the brightness of the Lord's coming. 
2 Thess. 2:8. The Scriptures, and they only, make 
known "what shall be in the latter days." 

IF persistent assertion made that which is asserted 
true it would certainly be a fact that wine drinking 
tends only to sobriety, for the whole wine subsid-
ized press of California, parrot-like, have repeated 
this statement so frequently that it has not only be-
come threadbare but the editors themselves seem al-
most to have come to believe it, notwithstanding the 
evidence to the contrary, which thickens on every 
side. Let it be remembered that even the light 
wines contain alcohol, and that alcohol taken habit-
ually even in small quantities produces a demand 
for more. The fiction that wine-drinking countries 
are the most temperate countries has been ex-
ploded time and again. 

It will be remembered by our readers that Cal-
ifornia has now in the East a paid "missionary" 
preaching the "gospel" of temperance reform by the 
wine-drinking method, which if it does not prove 
effective in reforming and elevating drunkards, may 
possibly secure the equality of those who embrace it 
by bringing all to the level of common tipplers. 
' Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when 
it giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder." 

• le 

HAVE we not reached that period spoken of by 
Paul in 2 Tim. 4: 3: "For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lustsshall they heap to themselves teachers, hav-
ing itching ears"? In harmony with this, note the 
following from a writer in the Interior of December 
27:— 

"The English-speaking world is just now in the 
throes of an epidemic of sensationalism. We see the 
spots of the plague everywhere—in politics, in trade, 
in art, in literature, in religion." This unhealthy 
craving for the extravagant and the extraordinary is 
not absent from the religious sphere. We see its re-
sults very palpably in the pulpit. The popular 
preacher is the man who affects the dramatic in his 
manner and the "spicy" in his speech, who seeks 
"to adorn his doctrine " by attitudinizing, pyrotech-
nics, and slang. The stronger the text or the more 
sensational the subject the better; the great desider-
atum is to tickle and hold the audience at all costs, 
even though it involve taking Scripture as a point of 
departure, and treading on the brink of the profane. 
Sensationalism is the basis of a great many people's 
religion in these days." 

But the true minister of Christ should swerve not. 
It is still his duty to "preach the word," to "be in-
stant in season, out of season," to " reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine," till the 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A WRITER in an Eastern exchange in an article 
against Christmas, reveals the characteristic igno-
rance of the age regarding so-called Christian insti-
tutions. He claims that there is nothing in the 
Scriptures to warrant the observance of Christmas, 
which is all true. It is a child of that "mystery of 
iniquity," as he intimates. But the same writer in 
the same article refers to Sunday as " a commemora-
tive day that returns to us once in every seven, 
around which gathers, and in which, as historical. 
and prophetic, centers all that is glorious in the mis-
sion and finished work of Jesus." And he closes 
thus: "And can I not assert with truth that the 
people who make so much of Christmas are not the 
people who make so much of the `Christian Sab-
bath ' ? All of this about Sunday would be exceed-
ingly good if it were true; but, unfortunately, like 
Christmas, it has nothing to sustain it but lying tra-
dition. The Scriptures reveal naught of all this. 
Christmas and Sunday are both children of the Pa-
pacy. And no class, except Romanists, pays a higher 
regard to Christmas than those who are putting  

forth such efforts in behalf of the legal observance 
of Sunday. Reverence to either as a Christian in-
stitution is " will worship." 

THE National Baptist  of December 13 has the follow-
ing, 

 
which shows the tendency of the Protestantism 

of to-day :— 
" At a religious conference in New York last week. 

a minister, apparently a foreigner, indulged in a 
wholesale denunciation of the Roman Catholics, and 
was very properly checked by Dr. Josiah Strong and 
by Mr. Dodge, who was presiding. This sort of 
thing [denunciation of error], in our opinion, does 
no good. The best way to do away with error is to 
preach truth." 

Josiah Strong and all professed Protestants may 
" check " denunciation of Roman Catholicism; but 
no minister can faithfully "preach the word " with-
out denouncing " the little horn" (Dan. 7), the "man 
of sin," the "mystery of iniquity" (2 Thess. 2), the 
Apocalyptic scarlet-robed harlot, who has made all na-
tions drunk by the wine of her fornication. Rev. 17 
and 18. These are the terms which Inspiration 
uses to characterize the Papacy, which is em-
bodied in Roman Catholicism. It is a part of that 
word which is truth. John 17: 17; 2 Peter 1 :19, 20; 
Dan. 10:21. Did Luther and Zwingle and Calvin 
and Hooper and Ridley and hundreds of others 
labor and suffer and die for naught? Did they" suf-
fer so great things in vain? if it be yet in vain?" 
Gal. 3:4, margin. Was and is the Reformation a 
failure? Are the words of the Lord vain words? 
Have not Drs. Strong, Dodge, and the editor of the 
National Baptist drank of the siren's wine? 

How much of comfort is expressed in these words 
of our Redeemer, "Follow me"! He does not ask 
us to go before him into untried paths, into unmet 
difficulties, into strange temptations; he does not 
ask us to turn aside from the oft rugged path into 
some untrod by-path. He only asks us to follow 
him, in the path which he has trodden before us, 
into the difficulties which he has met, into the 
temptations which he has overcome. Here he will 
cheer us by his Spirit. The fragrance of his life hal-
lows the whole path. Is the way steep and rugged? 
Jesus has been here before us. Do the briars and 
thorns wound and tear flesh and garment? Even 
so they did those of the Master. Do the clouds hang 
heavily, and does darkness shut us in? A- deeper 
darkness than we may know enveloped Jesus in this 
very path. Do we suffer weariness and pain ? So 
did Jesus. Are we perplexed, tempted, tried ? He 
was before we were. Do we meet scoffing and per-
secution? Jesus met more. His feet have taken 
every step of the journey which he calls upon us to 
take. In every trial, every difficulty, every temp-
tation, every cruel assault, we can say with truth, Je-
sus was here. Jesus was here. And knowing this 
we can come with full' confidence to One who can be 
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities," who is 
"a merciful and faithful High Priest," having been 
made "in all things" "like unto his brethren." -To 
Him we can come boldly and "obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need." He will walk 
the path again with us by his Holy Spirit. He will 
make the roughest places smooth by his presence. 
The valley of weeping will become a well-spring of 
joy; the parched land, a fountain of life. And faith 
will not only say, "Jesus was here," but, "Jesus is 
here." 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, CAL., FOR THE 

International Tract and Missionary Society. 
A sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discusf 

sion of the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of 
Christ, Harmony of the Law and Gospel; with Departments 
devoted to Health and Temperance, The Home Circle, the 
Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-school. 

Price Per Year•, post-paid, - - - - $2.00 
In clubs of five or more copies to one name and ad-

dress, to be used in Missionary work, each, - -  $1.50 
To foreign countries,  single subscription, post-paid, /Os 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
Twelfth and Castro Ste., OAKLAND, CAL„ U. S. A. 
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