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In Love with Themselves.—A writer in"the
New York Voice reports a leader of a love
. feast among the colored people in the South
as saying, “All in love with God, their fellow-
men, and themselves, will come forward and
partake.” As being expressive of the colored

man’s religion, we have nothingto say, for he

miay not have meant what he said; but the
expression “in love with themselves”
aptly expresses much of present-day religion.
But Christ was not in love with himself, for
he “pleased not himself,”” and commanded
every disciple to “deny himself.” It is only
by being emptied of self that we may become
like Christ; but he who is in love with him-
self will have no room for Christ. Every
false religion in the world is based upon a
love of self. Though men have called it love
of God, it is but the worship of the god self.

" The “Independent” and the Pope.—The Inde-
pendent of July 19 has an article on “The
Pope’s Appeal for Church Union.” It con-
tains many excellent things, and we would
that Protestants would heed the practical

- suggestions therein set forth, and that the In- |

dependent itself would do likewise. The ed-
itor says: “But we tell him [the pope]
that with a great price we have obtained our
freedom, and we propose to stand fast to it;
and that we believe that the futureofthe world
and its present influence and power, under
the guidance of the Divine Spirit, are with
Protestantism rather than with Catholieism.”
All this in a sense is true; but Protestantism
is Protestantism only so long as it stands fast
to and walks in the principles laid down by
the Protestants of the Reformation. We are
not only to stand fast in the liberty, but we
are to stand fast by walking in the liberty.
The basic principles of Protestantism are
God’s word and God’s word alone, and the
absolute non-interference of the civil magis-
trate with things ecclesiastical. From these
fundamental principles the Protestant ehurch
has wofully departed, has stepped over the

line, in the words of another, which divides
Protestantism from popery, and can give
no valid reason why she should not ac-
cept all the papal dogmas.  Herein is the
weakness of so-called Protestantism at the
present time. Its numerous creeds on some
very vital points are diverse from the word
of God. It has, in nearly all cases, when the

‘two have come in conflict, rejected the word

and held to the creed. It will dothis again,
and in the caonflict between Roman Ca-
tholicism and the great so-called Protestant
churches, he who reads the signs of the times
aright, not from personal biag, but in the light
of the sure word of prophecy, can see but the
triumph of Rome. And yet God’s true Prot-
estants will hold to his word in spite of all
the persecutions and trials of earth,—will
consider a “Thus saith the Lord” more than
all the customs and traditions of the fathers
of the church. The acceptance or rejection
of the message which they are bearing to the
world,—the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,—

-will prove the salvation or destruction of the

generations of men now on the earth. Would
that, while Protestants are boasting of their
Protestantism, they would return to first prin-
ciples, and be Protestants, or Christians, in
deed and in truth.

THE INCONSISTENCY OF APOSTASY.

AN illustration of the inconsistency al-
ways found connected with those churches
which have apostatized from the word of God
is presented in a late ruling of the Roman
Catholic Bishop Watterson, of Columbus, O.,
and the sustaining of this decision by the
papal ablegate Satolli. Bishop Watterson
during the last lecture season decided, as re-
ported in the public press:—-

I hereby withdraw my approbation from any and
every Catholic society in this diocese that has a
liquor dealer or saloon keeper at its head or any-
where among its officers, and I suspend every such
society itself from its rank and privileges as a Cath-
olic society until it ceases to be so officered. No one
who is engaged either as principal or agent in the
manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors should be
admitted to membership.

Concerning this Satolli says:—

" The liquor- traffic, and especially as conducted
here in the United States, is the source’of much evil,
hence the bishop was acting within his rights in
seeking to restrict it. Therefore the delegate apos-
tolic sustains Bishop Watterson’s action, and ap-
proves of his circular and regulation concerning
saloons, and the expulsion of saloon keepers from
membership in Catholic societies.

We do not believe that liquor dealers have
any place in religious societies; but the point
we wish to muake is this: If these. men are

qualified for church membership, are they

not-qualified morally (for this is the pointin
question) for inenibership in any other reli-
gious society? If they are not worthy to be-
longto a chureh society, are they worthy to be-
long to the church itself? Now according to-
the Scriptures the church is the “spouse of
Christ,” “the body of Christ,” his representa-
tive on the earth. This is, we believe, just
what the Roman Catholic Chureh claims of
herself. Yet she places above the church the
various societies connected with the church.

Some or all of Rome’s societies have more
or less secrecy connected with them. Are
the drinkers excluded because they are liable
to become too voluble and talkative?

In the Bible we find but one society
through whom the Lord works in the world,
in which he dwells, which he calls 'his body.
Tt is “the chureh of the living God.” TUpon
the church of God has Christ bestowed every
spiritual gift, every talent necessary for effec-
tual service, every weapon needed for trium-
phant warfare, every office needed for wise
direction, all power necessary for the work
assigned her. All these are given to her, and
all that extra or intra church organizations
can obtain must be drawn from the church.
Officers, organizations, and machinery of men
are multiplied, the church of Christ is weak-
ened, and man obtains the glory. In fact,
every addition of extra church societies or
organizations means glory and honor to man,
instead of God. Itsimply shows that Christ’s
professed followers are afraid to trust his
humble ways, his almighty power, his simple
though infinitely wise direction. “We” must
do something; “we” must build; “we” must
manage,” is the carnal ery; and sadly history
records, “we” fail. It is well written thatthe
world by wisdom knows not God; neverthe-
less, “the foolishness of God is wiser than
men.” :

—— e t————————

“THErE are in the Scriptures some things
which are hard to be understood, and whieh,
according to the language of Peter, the un-
learned and unstable wrest unto their own
destruction. We may not in this life be able
to explain the meaning of every passage of
Scripture; but there are no vital pomts of
practical truth that will be clouded in mys-
tery. When the time shall come, in the
providence of God, for the world to be tested
upon the truth for that time, minds will. be
exercised by his Spirit to search. the Scrip-
tures, even with fasting and with prayer, until
link after link is searched out and united in
a perfect chain. Every fact which immedi-
ately concerns the salvation of souls will be

made so clear that none need err or wall\ in
darkness ”
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‘‘Having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth.” Rev. 14 :6.

—=

MOSSES FROM AN OLD MANSE.
BY GEORGE THOMAS DOWLING, D.D.

TaE minjster’s wife had just finished her chores,
By calling on all the church people,-
And some she’d found open as both the church
doors,
And some she’d found as stiff as the steeple,

For, while all the deacons had slept on the wall,
A committee had come like a lion,

And, by giving her husband a generous call,
Had shaken the bulwarks of Zion.

For years they had paid him who taught them
the word,
About six hundred dollars, or seven,
For they felt that a preacher should “‘trust in the
Lord,”
And grow fat on the ‘“manna from heaven.”

And so the cash question had come to annoy,
Which with so mmany ministers rankles,
For the Lord had sent children,—three girls <md
a boy,~—
And the boy—hollow down to his ankles,

Sister Blodgett, the wife of “‘a pillar,’”” had cried
(They supported a carriage and horses),
‘“‘Beware,
sighed,
‘A rolling stone gathers no mosses.”

Tlie preacher looked up from the book which he
read,
And his merry eyes twinkled with laughter;
“Why didn’t you tell Sister Blodgett,” he said,
“Tlmt moss isn’t what we are after ?”’
—New Yorlc Independent

o
&

THE TEN VIRGINS.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

SEATED upon the Mount of Olives, which

_.was over against the temple, with his disci-
ples around. him, Jesus seeks to make clear
in a prophetic discourse the deeper mysteries
of the kingdom of God. Through his favor-
ite medium, by parables, he endeavors to im-
print upon their minds the special truths
connected with his second coming to our
world. The sun has set behind the moun-
tains, and the heavens are curtained with the
shades of evening. A dwelling house is
lighted up brilliantly, as though for some fes-
tive scene. The lights shine from the open
spaces, and an expectant company wait
around, indicating that a marriage procession
is soon to appear. In many parts of the East
wedding festivities are held in the evening,
The bridegroom goes forth to meet his bride,
and bring berto his home. By torchlight he
will bring her along the streets from ler fa-
ther’s house to his own, where a supper is pre-
pared for the guests invited to the wedding,

Lingering near the bride’s house are ten
young women, in attire suitable for the occa-
sion. Ten was the usual number who were
chiosen as bridesmaids. Each of the bridal
“attendants has a lamp and a small vessel for
oil. Their lamps are lighted, and as hour
after hour of waiting goes by, they grow
weary of watching, aud, one. after another,
they fall asleep. About midnight the sleep-
ers are awakened with the cry, “Behold, the
bridegroom cometh.” They exchange their
slumbers for life and activity. They spring
to their feet. The wedding procession is in

sight, with the brilliant torches shining, and '

lest you sin against God;” she had |

they can hear the joyous music as they ap-
proach. The ten virgins seize their lamps,and
begin to trim them to go forth; but five of
the watchers have been wise and five foolish.
Five have neglected to fill. their vessels with

oil. They have not expected the bridegroom .

to tarry so long, and have not prepared for
the emergency. They are in distress, not be-
cause they see that their lamps are going out,
but because they know that there is nothing
in their vessels by which to replenish them.
They address a piteous appeal to those who
have provided themselves with oil; but they
are denijed, for the wise virgins have only
enough to fill their own lamps, and they
are bidden to hasten away and buy oil
from the dealer. And while they are away
on this errand, the bridegroom comes. The
wise virgins, with lamps trimmed and burn-
ing, join the procession, and go in to the wed-
ding, and the door is shut.

Soon after the door is shut, the foolish vir-
gins come, knocking for admittance to the
banquet hall, but they meet with an unex-
pected answer to their call. The Master of
the feast says, “I know you not.” There is
no evidence given that the foolish virgins did
obtain oil, but there is abundant evidence
that they did not enter into the marriage
feast, but were left standing outside in the
empty streets in the blackness of the night.

Jesus used the parable of the ten virgins to
represent the condition of the church before
his coming, and the question that concerns
each one of us is, Are we among the five wise
or the five foolish virgins? Without going
into the details of the parable, we may ask
ourselves, What is our condition before God?
Those that were wise went in to the wedding.
We shall make it manifest what is our true
condition by our conduct and conversation.
Jesus has warned us as to what should be
our position at this time. He says, “Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor
the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.”

He who relaxes his vigilance because he
knows not the day nor the hour when his
Lord shall come, who' becomes careless, and
neglects to have his vessel filled W1th oil
(the grace of Christ), will be found unpre-
pared, and will not go in to the wedding.
How solemn is the oft-repeated warning that
our Lord has given to watch! He says, “Be
ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of Man cometh.” If a much-

loved friend in the last hours of his associa-
tion with us should give us counsel, warning,

or instruction, how carefully would we treas-
ure hix words, how faithfully would we fol-
low his instruction, and give attention to his
cautions! Christ is our best Friend, for he
has purchased us at infinite cost, and has
made us his sons and daughters, and these
soul-stirring words have been uttered by him
for our benefit. Shall we not regard his
claim upon us, and give him our service and
our sympathy? If we do this, we shall not
be neglectful of his warning, “Watch ye there-
fore; for ye know not when the Master of the
house cometh, at evening, or at midnight, or
at the cock crowing, or in the morning; lest
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And
what I say unto you [my disciples] I say
unto all, Watch.” “Let your loins be girded
about, and your lights burning; and ye your-
selves like unto men that wait for their Lord,

when hLe will return from the wedding; that,

when he cometh and knocketh, they may
open unto him immediately.”

Now is the time to look to it that we
have on hand an abundant supply of the
oil of the grace of Christ. It was the wis-
dom of the wise virgins in supplying them-
selves with oil that made the difference be-
tween their fate and that of the foolish virgins,
who had neglected to keep oil in their vessels
with their lamps. In the Scripture, oil is
used as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. The
wise virgins are those who have faith and
love and patience, whose experience day by
day is nourished by the Holy Spirit. They
do not conform to the world in careless in-
attention. They do not put off their daily
preparation, but follow Jesus wherever he
leads the way. God is not pleased with a
flickering faith. It iscomparedtoa lamp that
is going out. He is pleased with those whose
experience is like that of a lamp that is burn-
ing brightly. His followers are to shine as
lights in the world. Christ’s servants are to
keep their lamps trimmed and burning, that
they may add their light to the light of oth-
ers who are following Christ. Those who are

_not daily desirous of gaining a living, daily

experience in the things of God, will not
meet his approval, but will be found with
those whose lamps are going out, and will not
be prepared to go in to the marriage supper
of the Lamb. We cannot be ready to meet
the Lord by waking up at the last minute,when
the cry is heard, “Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh,” gathering up our lamps, from which
the oil has burned away, and thinking then
to have them replenished. Our only hope is
daily to love God, to love the truth, not for
the sake of its clear arguments, but for truth’s
sakealone. We must bring the truth into our
hearts and minds, and every day be living,
shining lights, learning daily more and more
of Jesus. Our conversation must bein heaven,
from whence we look for our Lord Jesus
Christ. Weshould talk much of his coming;
then we -shall be constantly receiving the
grace which cometh from above, from the
Source of all spiritual power.

The time is far spent. It is too late now
to sleep the careless sleep of indifference. It
is time now to iejoice greatly because of the
Bridegroom’s voice. It is time to sing of the
marriage supper of the Lamb. The ques-
tion for us to settle is, Which class shall
we be among, the wise or the foolish? God
help us to be aniong the wise. “Blessed are
they that are called unto the marriage suppe1
of the Lamb.”

“The watchmen on the mountains
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go meet him as he cometh
With hallelujahs clear,

‘‘The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand ;
Up, up, ye heirs of glory,
The Bridegroom is at hand.”

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT.

“Love” is the perennial spring of spiritual
life; “joy,” the up-gushing of its waters;
“peace,” the restfuluess of a holy mind, and
the placidity of God’s presence that spreads
over it; “long-suffering,” the enduriug qual-
ity of a sanctified and mexmful heart; “gen-
tleness,” the amiability of external conduct,
and softness of manner, the politeness of
Christian courtesy; “goodness,” the brand,
the label, that tells the quality of the wliole
make-up of the man; “faith,” the atmos-
phere that surrounds the Christian, and works
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like heart beats within him, keeping every
attribute of soul and body alive, and every
organ in motion; “meekness,” the regulator
of temper, the veto of anger, the antidote to
fits of madness, the ‘cure of a quarrelsome
disposition, the power that draws the sting
out of external provocations; “temperance,”
the scales that weigh all our tempers, words,
actions, and pursuits, and keep the Christian
in a perfect balance.—Selected.

®-

“INTOLERANT OF EVIL.”

BY ELDER E. J. WAGGONER.

Ar the fiftieth annual meeting of the Lon-
don Y. M. C. A. one of the speakers, the head
master of Hurrow, said in the course of his
addfess:—

If a Christian would be like Christ, he must be
strong and even fierce in character. He must be
intolerant of the things that are wrong; he must
not suffer them, must not endure them for an in-
stant.

Just think whbat influence might be exercised by
this great meeting if we were all resolved that in
public and in private life we will be intolerant, as
intolerant as Christ was, of things that are evil, and
. base, and vile. Talk about public men and public
opinion! we are public opinion. It isin our power

to say, as Christian men and women, what we deem"

to be right; and, depend upon it, if we stick to that
which we deem to be right in Christ’s name, thereis
no power on earth that can stand against us.

Unfortunately, that idea is very common.
This very statement was highly eulogized by a
daily paper that is prominent in the ranks of
reform, and most people would read it without
thinking of its real tendency, which is the
worst sort of persecution. It means that
every professed Christian is to make hisideas
of right and wrong the standard of everybody
else, and then to do the best he can to force
others to come to that standard. Of course
people working singly in such a way would
accomplish nothing, and would be regarded
as nuisances; and so they must unite and

. agree, on certain points, and then by their
combined power and influence compel other
people to come to the same standard. There
ig in hmman nature enough tendency in that
direction, without clergymen teaching it as a
Christian duty.

The only way in which a man can rightly
be intolerant of evil is to be intolerant of it
in himself. The Christian is represented as a
soldier, and the Christian’s life is a warfare,
but not against men:—

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds; casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exaltet] itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ.”” 2 Cor.
10 :3-5.

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God. He re-
sisted even unto blood, striving against sin;
but by no means could he be called intolerant.
Fierceness is not a characteristic of a lamb.
He was the light of the world, which means
that he enlightened the world in respect to
righteousness. He “condemned sin in the
flesh,” both by his life and his words; yet he
did not presume to condemn men. He said,
“If any man hear my words, and believe not,
Ijudge him not; for I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world.” John 12: 47.

And so he instructed his disciples. “Be-
hold, I send you forth as lambs among
wolves.” Luke 10:3. TItis the wolves and
not the lambs that are intolerant. Christ’s
followers are simply to bear a plain testimony,

leaving the Holy Spirit to impress it upon
the people, and the Lord himself to deal with
those who will not accept it.

This was made very clear by the parable
of thewheat and the tares. When the servants
of the husbandman told him that tares had
appeared in the wheat, and asked if they
should root them out, he replied: “Nay; lest
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also
the wheat with them. Let both grow together
until the harvest; and in the time of the har-
vest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye to-
gether first the tares, and bind them in

{ bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat

into my barn.” Matt. 13: 29, 30. In the
same chapter the Saviour explained that “the
harvest i the end of the world; and the reap-
ers are the angels.” "The end of the world and

“the coming of the Lord is the time when evil
And it is to be

is to be rooted out by force.
done only by the Lord and his angels.

The spirit of intolerance is the spirit of the
Papacy. It isa most insidiousevil. Thein-
tolerant one persuades himself that he is actu-
ated solely by righteous zeal for the Lord,
when he is in reality moved only by zeal for
his own opinions. He opposes an evil, not so
much because it ig evil, but because it seems
to defy him, or, in other words, “it outrages
public sentiment.” And he seeks to enforce
something that.he judges to be right, simply
because he judgesit to be right, and not be-
cause the word of the Lord commands it.
If he knew the commandment of the Lord,
he would know that it is love, and that force
and intolerance are a violation of it, because
“the servant of the Lord must not strive; but
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa-

‘tient; in meekness instructing those that op-

pose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging
of the truth.” 2 Tim. 2:24,25.

-
-

THE FALL AND REDEMPTION.

BY ELDER R. C, PORTER.

WaEN the work of creation is completed,
and Christ is seated with his Father upon the
throne of the universe, lie enjoys with the Fa-
thertheunsurpassed glory of the voluntary love
and worship of his creatures in every world
throughout the universe,and from the Father
and the Son flow continuously every possible
blessing to make life and home a paradise.

Christ, as the Good Shepherd, leads the
sheep by the still waters and into green
pasturés. But soon, alas, one sheep has
strayed from the fold! Sin has entered our
world, and it is lost. The enemy who caused
the sheep to strayis that exalted angel, next to

Christ, who failed to remember the very thing

for which the Sabbath wag given to man,
namely, to commemorate his Creator as a God
of tove, who with almighty power was seek-
ing only his greatest good. The creature
thus in madness arose and declared before
his Creator and the universe of the created
that God was unjust and unloving, that his
laws were arbitrary and oppressive, and that
he, Lucifer, was justly kept down by his un-
kind Creator. With self-assertive rebellion he
defiantly declared, “I will exalt myself above
thestarsof God; . . . I will belikethe Most
High.” Isa. 14:12-14; Eze. 28:12-27.
The fall.of Lucifer was the result of not re-
membering God as the “I Amthat I Awm,” that
is, as the kind of God that he is, as declared
in the true purpose of the Sabbath. Here

wds introduced that mystery of iniquity,
mystery of self-exaltation, which has brought
sorrow, wretchedness, misery, ruin, and death
into the universe of God.

The plan of attack in the overthrow of
man was against true Sabbath keeping. Sa-
tan attributed to God a character of jealous
hate in withholding from manan experience in
the knowledge of things that would so elevate
him as to make him like God. Gen. 3:1-5.

This was just the opposite of the character
the Sabbath was designed to perpetuate in
their minds, as the character of their Cre-
ator. The devil well knew that the Sabbath
rightly observed would always. perpetuate in
theminds of its observers the true character
of God, and thus forever thwart his own plans
to overthrow God’s government. To defeat
this object of the Sabbath, he must turn its
observers away from its true purpose. How
artfully does he set about this" work. “Yea,
hath God said” (Gen. 3:1), is designed to in-
sinuate doybt. He would say that God does
know different. He does not mean what he
gaid. This gives the key which unlocks the
mysterious workings of that iniquitous one in
hig warfare against God all through the course
of time. In thelight of these facts, we can see
why the Sabbath has ever been the center of
attack. God and Christ are in the Sab-
bath, and to rightly keep it is to rest in God
through Christ and to fully believe every
word of God, and believe it as he has said it.

In the very same manner that Adam and
Eve were led astray in the garden, Satan has
sought to lead the human family into forbid-
den paths ever since. “Yea, hath God said,”
“I'he seventh day is the Sabbath,” and
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it lioly,”
for its Author is your Creator of love. “But
he does not mean what he says,” has been, and
is, but the old story of Eden over again, only
expressed in other words. Over this plea the
wily tempter has succeeded in getting the
pagaus to forget the true God, and to take
Sunday asthe day for the worship of their in-
animate gods. Roman Catholics and pro-
fessed Protestants, following in the wake of
paganism, with the same plea started in Eden
by the evil one, continue to cry, “Yea, hath
God said, the seventh day is the Sabbath,
but it makes no difference about which day;
the church, guided by the Holy Spirit,
changed the day; in fine, God does not mean
exactly what he said.”

The Jews and some seventh-day observers
who profess to be Christians, blinded by the
artful tempter, see in the Sabbath only physi-
cal rest, and while they in outward form ob-
serve the correct day as the Sabbath, they
keep it int a wrong way, and so miss the won-
derful blessing of true Sabbath keeping. Be-
tween these two thieves, a false day for the
Sabbath, and keeping the true Subbath in a
wrong way, both born of one common parent,
“God does not mean what he says,” Satan
seeks to crucify God and Christ in the Sab-
bath, and crucify the Sabbath with them, as
he crucified Christ between two thieves upon
Calvary.

But “thanks be unto God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
and “always causeth us to triumph in Christ.”
Jesus triumphed in erucifixion, and he lives
and reigns on high. Solikewise the Sabbath,
though for a time trodden beneath unhallowed

feet, its true meaning set aside, and its true

purpose forgotien, still lives and will eternally
live, and accomplish its sacred mission, for
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Christ says, “My word shall not re-
turn unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that whichi I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.” Isa. 55:11.
" “Truth crushed to earth will rise again;
The eternal years of God are hers;
But error wounded writhes in pain,
And dies among her worshipers.”

One sheep has strayed from the fold and is
lost. What does the Shepherd now do?—He
does the only thing that a good shepherd can
do, heleaves the ninety and nine, and.goes in
search of the lost sheep until he finds it, and
wlien he finds it, helayeth iton hisshoulders,
rejoicing, and beareth ithome, and then calleth
together his friends and neighbors, saying,
“Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep
which was lost.” Luke 15:4-6. The entire
universe of worlds is the flock before whomn
the Good Shepherd went in creation, and
‘over whom he presided after creation. - Jer.
17:12. It is commoulyspoken of as one fam-
ily, with God as the Father and Christ as the
elder brother. Eph. 3:14, 15. When our
wotld was lost in-sin, Christ left the unfallen
worlds and came to reclaim the one that was
lost. When he came to this earth on his
mission of love, he declared,*“The Son of Man
is come to seek and to save that which was
logt.” Luke 19:10. “I am not sent but
unto the lost "sheep of the house of Israel.”
Matt. 15:24. “The Son of Man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to

give his life a ransom for many.” Matt. 20:

28. “I am the Good Shepherd; the Good Shep-
herd giveth hislife for the sheep.” John 10:
11. It is here directly stated that he camein
search of the lost sheep.

WHEN DID HE GIVE HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP ?

There can be no question but that he did
go give his life on earth, from infancy until
its close on Calvary’s cross, yet it is equally
clear that this is not the time that he first
offered to die for the lost. It is said that he
was a “Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world.” Rev. 13:8. In the counsels of
eternity, before man was created, the plan of
redemption was laid for the lost. This must
needs be, or else God was overtaken by an
"unlooked-for emergency when man sinned.
We cannot conceive of such a thing as this,
for God is not as man to be thus mocked by
his plans. One thing is certain, that the
plan of redemption was laid before man was
created, for it is plainly stated that Christ
was a lamb slain from the foundation of the
world. When, then, must the plan have been
provided? and why was it so laid? Evi-
dently the plan of redemption was laid far
back in eternity, when it was decided to peo-
plethe universe with intelligent beings, all of
whom should be permitted to exercise the
right of choice between right and wrong do-
ing. By investing man with the right of
choice, God must take the risk of sin enter-
ing the universe. This does not make God
in any way responsible for sin, but it does
become necessary for a provision to be
made to meet the possibility of sin entering.
This he does by offering his Son to die on the
sinner’s behalf, and this Christ does by offer-
ing himself to die for sinners, a voluntary
substitute for the sinner, that the sinner
through him might be reclaimed:

That this plan was devised in the counsels
of eternity, and revealed only when it became
" necessary, is plain from the following scrip-
“turesi— ' ,

“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy

calling, not according to our works, but according
to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began; but is
now made manifest.”” 2 Tim. 1:9, 10.

“Now to him that is able to stablish you accord-
ing to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery which
bhath been kept in silence through times eternal,
but now is manifested, and by the scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the eter-
nal God, is made known unto all the nations unto
obedience of faith.”” Rom. 16:25, 26, Revised
Version.

“That I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ; and-to make 2ll men
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ; to the
intent that now unto the principalities and powers
in heavenly places might be known by the church
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eter-

nal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our

Lord.” Eph. 3: 8-11.

Here we have the whole matter very plainly
and simply stated. He hath saved us and
called us according to his own purpose, which
he purposed in Christ before the world began.
This purpose wasan eternal purpose. It was
kept in silence through times eternal. Dur-
ing this time in which it was kept in silence
it was hidin God. The thing that was hid
and kept in silence from eternity was the
plan of saving sinners through Christ. Since
this thing was hid and kept in silence through
times eternal, it’ was known and understood
unto those by whom it was hid and kept in
silence, that is, to God and to Christ. To all
others it was hid and kept in silence; there-
fore, none who chose to sin knew of any
possibility of return from sin.

Since this plan was devised in the counsels
of eternity, when the plan of creating and

peopling a universe was laid, it is clear that,
as the creation was with reference to the uni-
verse, 8o the plan of redemption -was not for
one world only,but for any world in the uni-
verse that should fall under sin; and any in-
dividual in any world who should thus fall,
would be offered pardon through Christ.
Hence, doubtless, the fallen angels were
offered pardon until they passed the bound-
aries beyond which there is no desire to
return, as- when men in this world commit
the sin against the Holy Ghost, and tlie
sad words are forced from Christ, “Ephraim
is joined to his idols; let him alone.” To
this world by the scriptures of the prophets
it is not made known unto the nations for
the obedience of faith. When was it made

_known according to the scriptures of the

prophets? According to the prophet Moses,
of whom it was said that Christ when he
came would be a prophetlike unto him (Deut.
18:18), it was first made known to Adam
and Eve during the first conversation of
Christ with them after they had sinned (Gen.
3:1-15). These are tite wonderful words
through which the first news of the possibility
of returning to the fold was broken by the
pitying Shepherd, as he approached the stray-
ing sheep, torn, bruised, sad, and despairing:
“I will put enmity between thee and the
woman,and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall brruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel.”

What unspeakzible joy filled the hearts of .

these poor, despairing souls when to them it
was revealed that, through the manifold wis-
dom and boundless-love of God, and the ever-
lasting love of the “Seed of woman,” it was
their privilege still to choose the right and
bave the life of bliss from which they had so
recently been separated, and to escape the

eternal death, to which they were otherwise
doomed! Oh, the joy to see earth a paradise
once more—=Satan, and sin, and unrepentant
sinners nowhere to be found in the universe
of God, the original purpose of God in the
creating and peopling of the universe with
ouly those who chose the right, to yet be car-
ried out without the loss of even one world!
“0 God, how unsearchable are thy judgments,
and thy ways past findiug out!” Truly in
this great plan of peopling thie universe with
only those who voluntarily choose the right,
which was begun in the creation and as now
revealed will be completed through the plan
of redemption, is made known the manifold
wisdom of God.

The law whiose transgression brought sin,
and sorrow, and death into this world, was
God’s law of love,which governs his universe.
The redemption offered is not for the purpose
of removing this law of love, the transgression
of which can only bring unhappiness and
death to the transgressor, but to atone for the
sins of the penitent and bring them back into
their former relation to God, subject to his
law, and in barmony with his governmient.
“For this was manifested the Son of God, that
he might undo the .works of the devil.” "
1 John 3:8 (Englishman’s Greek New Tes-
tament). God through Christ created, and
through Clirist he now redeems. “And all
things are of God, who hath reconciled us
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given
to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit,
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses

-unto them; and hath committed unto us the

word of reconciliation.” 2 Cor. 5:18,19.

THE NEW BIRTH.
BY ELDER J. H. DURLAND.

In the plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ God is ever held before us as a being
of love. “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” John 3:16. He is
not willing that any should perish. His
wish is that all should live eternally. Satan,
by his deceptions, not only insnared our first
parents, but has been successful in bringing
the human family into bondage. “For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God.” Rom. 3:23. The great deceiver de-
sires to keep all in his bonds, that he may at
last cast them down to destruction, thus de-
feating the purpose of God. While God does

- not save man against his will, yet he has pro-
vided everythfhg that can be provided to

show his mighty power to those who will be-
lieve. “Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called children of God; and such
we are.”” 1 John 3:1, Revised Version. But
when we speak of being children, the question
arises, How can we, servants of Satan, become
children of God ? .

We enter life in this world by being
born. Before this act of nature we were to
ourselves as though we were not. The only
way ordained by God for human beings to
come into the conscious possession of earthly
life is by a birth. None since Adam ever canie
into an earthly life in any other way than that
of being born. Toeveryonethus borninto this
world, his birth is, to him, the beginning of
hiis existence.

Every individual that eaters the life in
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Christ, and is called his child, must experience
a birth. The life that is produced thereby
is just as real ag is the life following the
natural birth. This birth of which we speak
is commonly known as the new birth, and,
as expressed in the Scriptures, is from above:
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”  John 3:6.

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are
the three great agencies in creation and re-
demption, and are all represented as from
- above. The flesh is used to represent the
outward form of human nature, and its sin-
ful condition, The natural birth, which is of
the flesh, brings with it the inherent weak-
ness of the parents, which is the door through
which Satan enters to bind the soul, that its
life may be under his control.

The new birth is not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God. “Born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter
1:23. Before this the individual was as’one
dead, having no more counsciousness and expe-
rience of spiritual life than an unborn infant
of the life of its parents. He was “dead in
trespasses and sins,”

A. Necessity. .

The corruption of human nature demands
just such a change as the new birth will
produce. Man’s natural birth, whatever his
station in life, brings no good thing with it.
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh.”
But what is in the flesh? “I know thatin
me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good
thing.” Rom. 7:18. “They that are after the
flesh domind the things of the flesh; but they
that are after the Spirit the things of the
Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death;
but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace;
because the mind of the flesh is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can it be.” Rom. 8:5-7, Re-
vised Version. There is no powetin the flesh
to produce life, for there is no life init. Itcan-
not give what it does not possess, and it con-
tains no good thing. “Wherein aforetime ye
walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air,
of the Spirit that now worketh in the sons of
disobedience; among whom we also once lived
in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, even as the rest.” Eph.
2:2, 3, Revised Version. :

There is no- power over death in the life of
the natural man, for his life is only death it-
self. Sin is natural to his heart. “From
within, out of the heart of man, evil thoughts
‘proceed, fornications, thefts, murders, adul-
teries, covetings, wickedness, deceit,lascivious-
ness, an evil eye, railing, pride, foolishness;
all these evil things proceed from within, and
defilethe man.” Mark 7 : 21-23, Revised Ver-
sion. Buttheleartisrepresented asthe center
of life. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life.” Prov. 4: 23.
The issues of life are from the heart, and .the
unregenerate heart is filled with sin, which is
death, therefore the very life of man is so poi-
soned that it is only a living death. It can-
not be wondered that the convicted and pen-
itent soul should ery, “O wretched man that
T am! who shall deliver me from this body
of this death?” Rom.7:24, margin. This
being man’s condition, he is certainly in need
of help which he himself does not possess.

man, nor by man.

His heart being evil, and thoroughly leav-
ened with death, every pulsation is only one
more stroke towards the destruction that
awaits him,

“A good man out of the good treasure of
the heart bringeth forth good things; and an
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth
forth evil things.” Matt. 12:35. Then a
man that has only evil in his heart cannot
bring forth good things. But life is one of
the good things that God desires man to have.
Jobn 3:16, The fleshly mind cannot re-
ceive it, for it is enmity toward God. It is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be. The law of God is spiritual (Rom.
7:12), and can only be written in a spirit-
ual mind and beart. Since man is naturally
evil, and his heart and mind bring forth only
evil, there must be an entire transformation
of character before he is fit to dwell with
God, or to have Christ dwell with him. To
such Jesus speaks, as he spoke to Nicodemus:
“Except a man be born again [margin, “from

above”] he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 8:8. This change does not come from
It is from God. “Can
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots? then may ye also do good, that are
accustomed to do evil.” Jer. 13:23. Who
ever heard of a black man changing the color
of his skin? Such a thing would be called a
miracle; and such it would be, for it is con-
trary to all natural law. Until we hear of
such a circumstance, we need not expect to
hear of a sinner changing his life. It requires
a power that can make a dead man live to
perform this change. As nothing of which
we can form conception can take the place of
a birth ag a way into physical life, so nothing
within the whole sphere of spiritual things
can take the place of the new birth, as a door
of entrance into the life of grace. As we be-
came partakers of "Adam’s nature, and death
reigned in us (Rom. 5:12, 17), so we must
become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter
1:4), that the life of Christ may reign in us.

Scripture Figures.

The Scriptures were given to man for in-
struction, for profit, that he may be wise unto
salvation. See 2 Tim. 3:17. The Lord does
not want us to put our trust in man’s wis-
dom or learning for our salvation. The gospel
is the “power of God unto salvation.” Rom.
1:15. Sothe Lord makes the gospel so sim-
ple that man can understand if he will but
read. We say that a teacher is an excellent
instructor who simplifies his instruction by
the use of familiar terms, already understood
by the student. This is the way the Lord
has given his instruction to man. It is his
will that all should be saved, and become
partakers of eternal life. To this end he
uses different expressions to show how man
may enter this spiritual life. In one place
we read, “Except a man be born again;” in
another, “Except ye be converted, and be-
come as little children;” while in another,
“Neither circunicision availeth anything, nor
uncirenmeision, but a new creature.” Al
these expressions refer to the change that is
necessary in order to become Christ’s. In
other places we read: “A new heart also
will I give you;” “Being justified by faith
we have peace with God;” he saved us by
“the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost.” Yet in another
place the Scriptures saith: “Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean

thing; and I will receive you, and will bea
father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord "Almighty.” All
these scriptures lead man in the same direc-
tion, 4. e., from sin to righteousness. Some of
them speak more particularly of man’s part,
while others speak of what God does.

The term “conversion” means, literally, “a
turning one’s self around, or towards; a turn-
ing about.” But man has no power in him-
self to turn round. He must be moved by
the Spirit of God. He can will to turn from
sin, but without the power of God he will
never accomplish what he wills. 'Fo justify
is to set forth as righteous, to free a man from
his guilt, which stands in his way of being
right. Man may will to turn from his sinful
life, but that alone does not change his past
life. Had he the power to do right when he
desires to turn fromn sin, he could not change
his past record. ‘So we see man needs some-
thing more than to turn. He needs his past
life declared what it has not been, viz., right-
eous. Who can do this? Not the sinner.
“To him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is counted for righteousness.” Rom.4:5.
Man’s heart is represented as a fountain of
evil. Itisnot partly good and partly evil.
This cannot be. A fountain cannot send
forth both bitter and sweet water at the same
time. As soon as the bitter water begins to
flow, the whole stream becomes bitter.. You
will have no success cleansing the stream as
long as the bitter water is mixing with the
sweet. The fountain head must-be changed.
This is what God wants to do for us. He.
wants to create within us a new heart, the
issues of which will be a fountain of living
water.

“If any man be in Christ, let him be a new
creature.” 2 Cor.5:17, margin. Hereis an-
other expression used that represents God’s
power to the sinner who will turn to him.
The word “regeneration” is closely connected
with the new creation, for it means, literally,
to “create back again.” This would be to put
man back again where be was when he was
first created. When we speak of the earth
being renewed, we understand that the sin in
it will be destroyed, and the curse removed
from it. So, when man is regenerated, sin '
must be moved from him, and he be innocent
before his Maker.

The Saviour said to Nicodemus, “Except a
man be born from above, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” John 3:3, margin. “Born
again” is an expression whose literal mean-
ing is “to bear again; a new beginning of
personal life.” It means all that conversion
and justification can mean, and possibly
more than either of them alone. Man con-
verts when he turns to God. He is justified
when God declares him righteous. But jus-
tification initself can only deal with past sins,
“Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus;
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remissions of sins that
arepast” Rom.3:24 25. The sinner needs
to turn from more than the sins of the past.
He needs more than righteousness imputed
for past sing. He needs a new life,

~ Our Righteousness.
Righteousness is the doing, or being, what
is. just and right. The least deviation from

this i3 unrighteousness, which is sin. But
the wages of sin is death; so every unright.
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eous act in a man’s life is that much death.
A man’s life, like the fountain, is made im-
pure by one unrighteous act. He may think
he has some good in his life becanse he can
bring to mind some good things he has done.
So a man may say, there is good water in his
well that has a vein of pure water flowing
into it. But if there is another smaller vein
of brackish water flowing into it at the same
time, it will be difficult for him to prove that
his well contains good water by asking his
friend to taste and see. So it is with our
righteousness. If it be only a small portion
of unrighteousness that is there, we may be
assured that the whole fountain is contami-
nated. “We are all become as one that is
unclean, and all our righteousnesses are as a
polluted garment.” Isa. 64:6, Revised Ver-
sion. .

If our past life has been all unrighteous—
“there is none that doeth good, no, not one”
—what effect will justification have on our
fature life? If all our past unrighteous life

is blotted out, are we in ourselves any better:

able to live a better lifein the future than we
were before? Does it put any goodness into
us topronounce a past sinful life righteous?
JIs it not here that many honest souls are
stranded on the shoals of legalism? While
trying to steer clear of the rocks of antinomi-
anism on one side, some have run their bark
into the mire of legalism on the other. If we
would keep our eyes off from both these er-
rorg, and turn them toward the Polar Star,
Christ Jesus, we might have much more joy.
It is very difficult to distingnish which has
the least joy, the soul that is indifferent to all
the claims of God’s law, and expecting sal-
vationr while living in sin, or he who is con-
stantly trying to be good, and sinning and
confessing all the time with his efforts to be

righteous.
. (Concluded next week.)

DESOLATIONS AND BURNINGS OF THE EARTH.
BY ELDER WM. COVERT.

Ag tar antediluvian earth and world met
with desolation on account of sin, so must the
present age close with a breaking up of all
things upon it, that sinners may be removed
and the iniguity purged out of it. Says our
Saviour:—.

“For as in the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into
the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of Man be.”” Matt. 24: 38, 39.

“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded; but the same day that Lot
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it
be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.”
Luke 17 : 28-30.

As truly as destruction and desolation re-
sulted froin the visitations of the judgments
described above, so must there be seen like
things when Jesus comes.

A general righting up will be necessary that
the earth may be. fitted for the final abode of
the righteons. When the prophet looked
down through time upon the scenes with
which this age shall end, he saw the earth
without form and void, and when he looked
upon the heavens they had no light.” The
" mountains trembled and the hills were moved.
There was no man left upon the earth, and
the birds of the heavens had fled. The fruit-

ful place had become a wilderness, and the
cities of the earth were broken down. See
Jer. 4 :23-26.

The earth was made waste and empty, and
then turned upside down, and the land ut-
terly emptied and utterly spoiled. Isa. 24:
1-3. ’

The scene is one of the most desolate and
dreadful that the universe will ever behold.
The indignation of the Lord will be upon all
nations, and hisfury upon theirarmies. They
will be delivered to the slaughter, for the
prophet says, “It is the day of the Lord’s
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the
controversy of Zion.” Isa. 34 :8.

The hosts of evil will try with all the energy
of desperation tokeep possession of the earth.
But the armory of heaven will destroy every
hiding place, and break up all their entrench-
ments. John in his vision saw the islands
flee away, and the mountains were not found.
This was the result of a mighty earthquake.
See Rev. 16:18-20. David had a view of the
same, and his testimony is that the mountains
will be carried into the midst of the sea. Ps.
46:1-3 (study the whole psalm).

The touch of sin is so vile and its pottu-
tions so detestable that God will not settle
his redeemed children upon the earth until
it has been thoroughly purged from the foul
stains of the devil and all his followers. “He
will thoroughly purge his fioor, and
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
Matt. 3:12. Sin has entered deep down in its
pollutions. The prophet saw the iniquity of
the wicked resting upon their bones in their
graves. Eze.32:27. Toreach and cleanse the
earth fromthis defilement a fire will bekindled
which shall burn to thie lowest hell (sheol,
grave),
tions of the mountains.” Dent. 32: 22,

The upheavals described in the sacred serip-
tures quoted in this article will expose to the
purifying fires of the judgment day every de-
filement not purged by the blood of Christ
and purified by the glory of God’s grace.
Allthe works of sin, together with all who re-
main with their sins, including Satan him-
self, must be consumed. This ineans will be

_applied in the destruction of sin and the
clearing away of its poison,

Would that all sinners might, before it is
too late, learn the strength of that kind hand
which they now oppose. If they but knew
the might and love of Him against whom
they war, would not their rebellion cease and
loyalty adorn their life? '

Be assured that the hand which is so
mighty to destroy, is the strength of his peo-
ple, the Saviour of the meek who trust him,
For them he has prepared a city of refuge
from the dreadful storm of fire and brimstone,
a solid place which cannot be affected by the
coming earthquake, an ark that will be as
secure against billows of fire as was that
which Noah built against the deluge. Se-
cure a place in the ark of safety before the
approaching storm cloud compels the keeper
to close its doors.

THE LIMITATION OF MEN.

ONE of the sure ways of accomplishing too
little is by expecting too much. To one who
knows men, no truth is more patent than the
limitations of men of power, Some men are
go profound that we despair of measuring
their possibilities; butthey are like the narrow

vein of gold-bearing quartz,—very deep down

It will even set on fire “the founda- |

they go, but the line on each side of themis a
hard, fast line of limitation. Other men
cover vast fields and wide ranges of learning
and power, so that, as we survey them, their
capabilities outrun the horizon of our view.
But only a few inches or yards below this
promising surface is a definite line of limita-.
tion. They are only a thin stratum. Both
sorts, and mixed sorts, and all sorts must be
viewed and estimated by their limitations, as
well as their capabilities. No power, human
or other, can be utilized to the best advantage,
if we lose sight of the lines of limitation.
Within those lines of limit any power can be
developed to unlimited effectiveness and util-
ity.—S8. 8. Times.

-4

DEMONOLATRY.

BY ELDER 1. E. KIMBALL.

THE more evident extravagances of the
monks, the wild, frenzied imagination, the
uncouth appearance, have been considered,

together with the licentiousness, hypocrisy,

and the pitiful delusion under which they
operated. We can but. feel a vivid ‘disgust
when thinking of their hawking about dead
men’s bones, relics, etc.,as a panacea for every
ill. Even Augustine in the Jatter part of his
life could-but feel disgusted with them. Thus
he said:—

The devil hath dispersed in every corner such &
crew of hypocrites, under the habit of monks, gad-
ding about every country, sent no whither, staying
nowhere, everywhere restless, whether sitting orv
standing. Some sell the limbs of martyrs (if so be
of martyrs), and all are asking, all expecting, either
the expenses of a gainful poverty, or the hire of a
counterfeit sanctity.—De Opere Monacharam, cap. 28.

Thus we see, “under the habit of mounks,”
Augustine acknowledged many hypocrites,
who “spake lies in hypocrisy, haviug their
conscience seared with a hot iron.” Such
persons played pranks and palmed them off
for miracles, rehearsing the day before. What
can we expect of such an one with the keys
of a convent at his belt, simply that he might
roll in the mire of fornication. The coarse,
brutal, benumbed mind revealed nothing of
that tranisformation whereby we may “show
what is that good and acceptable and per-
fect will of God.” "The mass released from
the burden of sin, or regeneration, came by
“holy baptism,” not the Spirit of God. And
what shall we say of the mass—the breaden
god of those times?—It was a sort of image
worship or relic worship. As the dead martyr
took possession of a statue, or manifested
himself in his bones, or relics, so Christ was
in the bread and wine, and that horrid idea
of trapsubstantiation, whereby the blood be-
came “body, blood, and divinity,” took pos-
session of the mind. To say the least, it s
idolatry pure and simple. “Holy baptism”
became the sprinkling of holy water, It was
used in very nearty all the heathen mysteries,
as Dr. Newton, in the March number of the
Forum, 1886, plainly showed. In all heathen-
dom it was the sign of “spiritnal regenera-
tion.” In some of the forms of Buddhism
the newborn babe was dipped iu sacred water

{ three times, and then the name given. So
did the ancient Persian to his babe. The

Mithraic mysteries had a similar service for
the adults. The Egyptians had the same rites
in the mysteries of Isis, whose priests were
cloistered monks. 'The water was known as
the “water of ablution,” and the person was
thus “regenerated.” The sprinkiing of holy
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water was thought to have a “mystic power,”
exactly as the inonks of the Niceiues thought,
who used it to dissolve the charm of Satan
and cleanse the soul from sin.

In the Mithraic mysteries the sacred sign-

of the cross was made upon the forehead.
How well the monks and everybody else took
up this ancient usage and perpetuated it in
Christianity we well know. “Hiundus, Assyri-
ans, REgyptians, and Romans employed this
sacred sign.” It was understood to stand as
the symbol of regeneration. Who cannot
see that all the religions of polytheism con-
" tributed not merely their votaries, but their
practices, to the Nicene Church,and how it
came about that the dragon gave his power

to the beast; and, while worshiping the beast,’

they worshiped the dragon which gave power

to the beast? Rev. 13:2-5.

But the dragon represents the power wielded
by Satan, and, indeed, Satan himself. And
that Satan and his angels were worshiped,
I will now show. "The demons of the Gen-
tiles, which were worshiped, as we have
shown, are identified in the New Testament
as angels that sinned, and kept not their
first estate. Satan, at their head, “was a liar
from the beginning and abode not in the
truth,” and by his lies down through the ages
he has “deceived the whole world.” Rev.
12:8. Satan and his demons will terminate
their existence in the lake of fire. "Matt.
25:41. Luke speaks of one possessed with a
devil as being possessed with the “spirit of an
unclean demon.” Chap. 4:33, Murdoch’s
translation. This ideutifies these unclean
spirits which filled the land,—unclean be-
cause sinful, and which were cast out by
Christ—with the demons of the Gentiles.
Everybody will therefore acknowledge that
the demon gods of the Gentiles are the de-
mons, or devils, of the New Testament.

How came these Gentiles to so fully rule
and possess the Gentile world?—HEusebius
will tell us:—

When those wicked spirits [as he has shown the
demons to be] saw mankind brought off to a deifying
of tle dead, they insinuated themselves, and helped
forward their error, by certain motions of the statues
which anciently were consecrated to the honor
[memory] of the deceased, as also by ostentation
of oracles and cures of diseases, whereby they drove
the superstitious headlong, sometimes to take them
_ to be some heavenly powers and God indeed, and

sometimes to be the souls of their deified worthies;
andgothe earth-neighboring demons, which arethose
princes of the air, those spiritualities of wickedness,
and ringleaders to all evil, were on all hands ac-
counted for great gods. And the memory of those
ancient deceased was thought worthy to be cele-
brated with a great service, the features of whose
bodies the images dedicated in every city seemed to
repregent, but the souls of them, and the divine
incorporeal powers, the wicked demons counter-
feited, by working many miracles.

" Tertullian exhorted the Gentiles to renounce
the whole mystery, “which under the names
and images of the dead, through signs, mir-
acles, and oracles, obtained an opinion of
divinity.” Chrysostom said that the demons

wrought many miracles for the confirmation .

of paganism.
" How came the demons to get possession of
the Nicene Church?—Alb, in the same way,
under the names and images of the dead,
through signs and miracles, not this time per-
sonating the proud heroes of the battle field,
but the martyrs of Christ! Comment is un-
necessary. I will quote from Theodoret’s
eighth book, concerning the curing of the affections
of the Grreeks, the title of which is “Concerning
Martyrs™— '

1f, then, the poet [Hesiod] calls good men a&ar

their decease guardians and preservers or deliverers
of mortal men from all evil, and, accordingly, the
best of philosophers, in confirmation of the poet
saying, would have their sepulchers to be served and
honored, I beseech you, sirs, why do you find such
fault with what we do? For such as were eminent
for piety and religion, and for the sake thereof suf-
fered death, we also call preservers and physicians.
In nowise do we term them demons.” God forbid
that we should ever fall into such desperate madness
[what difference did it make what they calledthem],
but the hearty friends and servants of God.- That
the souls of holy men, even when they were out of
the body, are in a capacity of taking care of men’s
affairg, Plato affirmeth in the eleventh book of his
laws.* But you donot only disbelieve us, but are
utterly unwilling to hearken to the loud voice of
the events or effects themselves. [That is, the mir-
acles repented.] The martyr temples [dead men’s
sepulchers, as it were the Gentile temples] are fre-
quently to be seen, famous for their beauty and
greatness.

They that are in health pray for the continuance
thereof, and they that have been long sick pray for
recovery; the barren pray for children, and they
that are to take a long journey desire them [the
martyrs] to be their companions, or, rather, their
guides in the journey, not going to them as gods,
but making application to them as divine men and
agents for them with God. Now that they who
made faithful prayers have obtained their petitions,
clearly appears by the presents and gifts brought by
the votaries, as so many grateful acknowledgments
of theirrecovery. Accordingly, some do present the
effigies of eyes, others of hands, and these made of
gold or of silver. Nay, the martyrs have utterly
abolished and wiped out of the minds of men the
memory of those who were called gods [demons].
Our Lord God hath brought his dead into the place
of your gods, whom he hath sent packing, and hath
given their honor to his martyrs. For, instead of
the feasts of Jupiter and Bacchus, are now celebrated
the festivals of Peter and Paul and Thomas and Ser-
gius, and other holy martyrs. Wherefore, since you
see there is so much advantage by honoring the
martyrs, be persuaded, I beseech you, to flee from
the errors of demons, and, making use of the mar-
tyrs as so many lights and guides, follow the way
which leads directly to God.

Hear the apostle: “But I say, that the
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacri-
fice to devils, and not to God; and I would not
that ye should have fellowship with devils.”

“The doctrine of demons” was the doctrine .

of the mediation, intercession, and ministry
of dead men, as divine agents with the gods.
It matters not whethér they be called saints or
Lieroes who were thus invoked. The Gentile
doctrine of demons was transferred to the
Qatholic Church ; and demons wrought as fully
therein as they had before in paganism. It
is the same doctrine now taught in Spiritual-
ism, and in very many of the pulpits of our
land, howbeit the Bible asserts that the dead
have no more a part forever in anything that
is done under the sun, that their “love, and
their hatred, and their envy, is now perished.”
“They praise not the Lord,” until the final
resurrection.

Thus the prophecy of Paul in 1 Timothy 4
was fulfilled. They departed from the faith
of Jesus, and gave heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hy-
pocrisy, forbidding to marry, commanding to
abstain from meats, etc.

It is futile, absurd, outrageous to claim for
the Nicene Church any holiness, They were
one and all mastered by an illusion, of which
demon worship was the all-absorbing thought,
the central figure. It is madness to say that
monkery was not then held up by the great
divines as the summit of Christain attain-
ments, more than madness to claim that the
vows of continence and virginity, taken by

*Note in this the predominance of heathen opinion. It is
notable everywhere that Plato's opinions and teachings were
retained. Augustine and Origen hold Plato as a Bible inter-
preter, '

hundreds of thousands—all the monks and
clergy—Dby men and women strangers to God’s
grace, salutary, for they brought all confusion
into family relations. And “spiritual affin-
ities” worked then as now. Itis blind infatu-
ation and desperation to say that the minds
of the people were not as by an epidemic
turned to a belief in miracles as wrought by
dead heroes, whose bones were “resplendent
with miracles and terrific prodigies” (Greg-
ory), and that this was not demonolatry pure
and simple. And finally no one can affect
not to recognize in this a wonderful and com-
plete fulfiliment of the Spirit’s express declara-
tion in the monkish portrait given in 1 Tim.
4:1-3, that “some should apostatize from the
faith.”

FIRST PRINCIPLES, Ol'i INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.
Even in Religion, and in Religion above All Things.

BY H. F. PHELPS.

No one thought of vindicating religion for the
conscience of the individual, till a voice in Judea,
breaking day for the greatest epoch in the life of
humanity, by establishing a pure, spiritual, and uni-
versal religion for all mankind, enjoined to render
to Ceesar only that which is Ceesar’s. The rule was'
upheld during the infancy of the gospel for all
men. No sooner was this religion adopted by the
chief of the Roman Empire than it was shorn of
its character of universality, and enthralled by an
unholy connection with the unholy State; and so it
continued till the new nation,—the least defiled
with the barren scoffings of the eighteenth century,
the most general believer in Christianity of any
people of that age, thie chief heir of the Reforma-
tion in its purest forms,—when it came to establish
a government for the United States, refused to treat
faith as a matter to be regulated by a corporate
body, or having a headship in a monarch or a State.

Vindicating the right of individuality even in
religion, and in religion above all, the new nation
dared to set the example of accepting, in its rela-
tions to God, the principle first divinely ordained of
God in Judea. It left the managementof temporal
things to the temporal power; but the American
Constitution, in harmony with the people of the
several States, withheld from the Federal Govern-
ment the power to invade the home of reason, the
citadel of conscience, the sanctuary of the soul;
and not from indifference, but that the Spirit of
eternal truth might movein its freedom, and purity,
and power.—History of the Formation of the Consti-
tution, in Two Republics. )

The only reason why “the power to invade
the home of reason, the citadel of conscience,”
was not withheld from the several States
which adopted the Federal Constitution, was
because of the jealousies that existed at the
time of its adoption, in regard to State rights,
and because of the fact that nearly all the
States did have laws, either defining or en-
forcing religion and religious iustitutions,
which were considered necessary to the wel-
fare of the State, and by which. they could
“invade the home of reason,” and because so
many, at that time, were so firmly wedded to
the idea that a union of religion and the State
was necessary. Witness their laws against
sabbath—Sunday—breaking, blasphemy, and
witcheraft, also laws imposing taxation for
the support of religiousinstruction, and com-
pulsory attendance at public worship—laws
which had existed from almost the first set-
tlements, some of which exist even to this
day. If the framers and defenders of the
national Constitution had insisted that these

.laws did “invade the realm of conscience,”

disputing the right of the States to enact or
to enforce such laws, it would only have re-
sulted in the defeat of their plans for a gen-
eral government, and the rejection of the
Constitution itself,

Thus,while it was the purpose of our fathers
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to vindicate the rights of the individual,
and in the general Constitution they did even
dare to vindicate “the right of individuality
even in religion, and in religion above all;”
yet the several States adopting the Constitu-
tion were left with the fangs of that hideous
monster which has cursed the world,—a union
of religion and the State,—fastened upon their
very vitals. And each succeeding State en-
tering the sisterhood of States has adopted
similar laws, thereby stultifying their own
constitutions. o

Now these very things are brought forward
by the horde of National Reformers and Ro-
man - Catholics as proof that a union of
Church and State, or religion and the State,
always has existed in this government, that
this is as it should be, and-that the Constitu-
tion itself teaches the same. Thus it is that
they subvert, instead of guarding, the rights
of the individual—“individuality even in re-
ligion, and in religion above all.” And not
only so, but these laws, in the hands of igno-
rance, bigotry, and superstition, entirely su-
persede the supreme laws of the State and
nation. As proof of this, we look at one of
the original States, Maryland, where Seventh-
day Adventists are suffering loss of property,
or are confined in loathsome jails, because
their individual rights in matters of religion
are not respected. Their Declaration of Rights
says:— :

ArticLE 36. That, as it isthe duty of every man to
worship God in such a manner as he thinks most
acceptable to bim, all persons are equally entitled
to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore,
no person ought, by any law, to be molested in his
person or estate on account of his religious persua-
sion or profession, or for his religious practice, un-
less, under color of religion, he shall disturb, etc.

And yet the very same section brings in a
religious test, in that no person is to “be
deemed incompetent as a witness, or juror, on
account of his religious belief; Provided, he
believes in the existence of God, and that, under
lhis dispensation, such a person will be held
morally accountable for his acts, and be rewarded
or punished therefor, either in this world or
the world to come.” So, if a person does not
“believe” in all this, he is not competent.

And section 11, article 3, Legislative De-
partment, reads:—

No minister or preacher of the gospel, or of any
religious creed or denomination, shall be
eligible as senator or delegate.

Thus in one line they declare for freedom
for all men,.and in the next place a barrier in
the way of that freedom, or else a bid to a
inan to stifle his own convictions. But this

glaring inconsistency iz made more apparent. |

as we examine their Sunday laws. Not only
does the State constitution, as we have seen,
declare in preference of the man who pro-
fesses faith in God (and in this we see a bid
for hypocrisy), but the State declares in favor
of the “Lord’s day’’ as the Sabbath, which, of
course, is true; but it says that the day is
“commonly called Sunday.” And itsaysthat
no person having children or servants “shall
command or willingly suffer any of them to
do any manner of work or labor on the Lord’s
day;” nor were these “to profane the Lord’s
day by gaming, fishing, fowling, hunting,”
under a penalty of five dollars. Engaging in
trade or sale of various kinds of merchandise
is.deemed as Sabbath breaking, and punish-
able by a fine of from $20 to $50, while
other so-called offenses are punishable by
heavier fines and imprisonment, as, for ex-
ample, a man is to be imprisoned. from three

months to one year if he shall catch oysters
~on Sunday.

Another example of this glaring inconsist-
ency may be seen by examination of Georgia’s
“Declaration of Fundamental Principles”:—

Secrion 1. Protection of person and property is
the paramount duty of government, and shall be
impartial and complete.

And yet, in this State, under cover of her
Sunday laws, a minister of the gospel, and a
teacher in a school, both Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, are held to answer at court for work-
ing in the rear of aschool building, with saw
and hammer, on Sunday, like offenses(?) of
which are often witnessed, but without ar-
rest. .

But al this is done in facé of the follow-

ing:—

SEcTION. 6. Perfect freedom of - religious sentiment
shall be, and the same is hereby secured, and no inhab-
dant of this State shall ever be molested in person or
property on account of his religious opinion.

And yet the penalty for violation of her
Sunday laws is very severe. Persons con-
victed “shall be punisbed by a fine not to
exceed $1,000, imprisonment not to exceed
six months, to work in the chain gang on the
public works not to exceed twelve
months, and any one or more of these pun-
ishments may be ordered in the discretion of
the judge.” So that if the judge should be

_a bigot, he could impose the whole list of

penalties.

More than this; take these men before men-
tioned, who are observers of the “Sabbath
day according to the commandment,” should
they be found guilty and be sentenced to the
chain gang, their consciences would not allow
them to work on the seventh day of the week;
and by this refusal they would, according to
their law, “be deemed guilty of a capital of-
fense, the penalty of which is death, or such
other punishment as the judge in his discre-
tion may inflict.” Thus the life of the of-
fender(?) will depend altogether upon the
humanity of the judge.

Take, for another example, a Northern
State, lest the reader may think that such is
especially peculiar to these States, and that
such is not the case in the North. The “Bill
of Rights” of Minnesota declares that—

The 'right of every man to worship God according

to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be in-
Sfringed, nor shall any control of or inter-

|| ference with the rights of conscience be permitied, or

any preference be given by law to any religious estab-
lishment or mode of worship., .

Yet the Sunday laws of the State define
Sunday as the sabbath, and also define sab-
bath breaking, thus declaring in favor of a
certain religious institution, and thereby giving
“preference” “by law,” to a certain “mode of
worship,” thus contradicting and making ut-
terly void, in fact, all the guarantees of the
Constitution, and making it possible to repeat
thesame persecutions in Minnesota as are now
gseen in Maryland, Tennessee, and Georgia.
Not only so, but at the last session of the
Minnesota Legislature a law was enacted by
which it is possible to place violators of these
Sunday laws upor the streeta with the chain
gang. B

And nearly every State, if not all of them,
,are in the -same predicament, declaring for
perfect freedom of conscience in the supreme
lIaw of the States,”and denying these same
principles in the statute laws. As before
stated, and experience emphasizes the state-
ment, these, in the hands of bigots, be-
come paramount to the supreme law of the

State, while the principle of individual rights,
freedom of conscience, is totally lost to sight,
and the supreme law trampled in the dust.

All of this but emphasizes the fact that
these principles should be studied. and bet-
ter understood by the people. To this end
we ask the army of readers of this paper to
follow us carefully through a few papers
touching this subject, not that they will be
exhaustive of the subject, but we trust they
may be an incentive to deeper thought.

AN ILLOGICAL “INDUCTION.”
BY W. N. GLENN.

Rev. E. Hanbper Jongs, of Williamstown,
province of Victoria, Australia, sets forth the
following proposition with the confident air
of one who deems his position impregnahle:—

I take my text, the ¢itadel of Adventism, “I came
not to destroy the law or the prophets, I came not
to destroy but to fulfill,”’ and, viewed in the light
of the epistles to the Romans, Galatians, Colossians,
and Hebrews—from their general spirit and drift I
draw the following induction : — »

“That the Old Testament dispensation is super-
seded by the Lord Jesus Christ.”” It follows, there-
fore : —

1. That the moral law, being a part of the Old
Testament dispensation, is therefore fuifilled by
Christ. '

2. That the Jewish Sabbath being part of the

moral law is consequently fulfilled by Christ.
. 3. That the apostles so interpreted Christ’s rela-
tion to the Old Testament in general, and the moral
law in particular, that they themselves practically
effected the transfer from the seventh to the first
day of the week.

4. That it is the will of Christ that the Jewish
Sabbath as such be no longer binding; therefore,

5. Consequently we conclude that the first day of
the week is divinely authorized in lieu of the Jewish
Sabbath.

This “induction” is illogical hecause it con-
cludes that Christ did just what he declared
that he came nottodo. Itisillogical because
it concludes that that which is “fulfilled” is
necessarily superseded and practically done
away. According to the position here taken,
Christ destroyed the law by fulfilling it, after
declaring positively that his purpose was
“not to destroy the law or the prophets.” It
also subpeenas “the epistles to the Romans,
Galatians, Colossians, and Hebrews” as wit-
nesses, and claims to prove by them that
Christ did that which he came not to do.

From these epistles he also draws the con-
clusion that “the Old Testament dispensation
is superseded by Christ.” But as the former
conclusion necessitates the assumption that
Christ contradicted himself, we are at least
suspicious of subsequent deductions from the
same premise. As to Christ superseding the
0ld Testament dispensation, the thought is
not sustained by the facts. Christ preached
the Old Testament during his ministry. The

Old Testament constituted the Scriptures in

‘the time of Christ, and for some time after-

ward. After his resurrection he opened the
understanding of his disciples, “that they
might understand the Scriptures.” = Luke
24:45. )
The disciples also preached Christ from
the Old Testament, having no other Scrip-
tures. See Acts 2:16-21, 30, 31; 8:26-35.
The epistles cited by Mr. Jones as witnesses
to his “induction” also testify to this fact.
The apostle Paul tells us that “all Seripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for dactrine, for reproof, for correction, far iu-
struction in righteousness; that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly'furni_shed
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unto all good works.” 2 Tim. 83:16,17. The
same apostle says, “Whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learn-
ing, that we through patience and comfort of
the Scriptures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4.
See also 1 Cor. 9:9; 10. He also charged

Timothy, “by the coming of the Lord,” to-

“preach the word.” The Old Testament is
the word of the Lord, indicted by the
“Spirit of Christ,” which was in the writers.
See 1 Peter 1:10-12. From these scriptures,
ahd many others, it is clear that the dispen-
sation of the Old Testament has not been
superseded. “The word of the Lord endureth
forever.”

The fulfilling of a law always means the
carrying out of its provisions, not the de-
struction or annulment of the law. Christ did
fulfill the law in every particular; but, so far
from superseding it, the record says he “mag-
nified” it, and “made it honorable.” That
was just what the world had not been doing.
The world had been disregarding the law of
God. That was what constituted it a sinful
world, for “sin is the transgression of the law”
(1 John 3:4). ,“Where no law is, there is no
transgression” (Rom. 4:15). Jesus Christ
was the first man who had perfectly fulfilled,
or obeyed, the law. Shall we conclude that
the law was to continue until one man could
be found to fully obey, and then be set aside?
That is the logic of the “induction” quoted
in this article. That this was not the design
of the Lord, we have proof in the eighth
chapter of Romans. ‘Thelaw pointsout duty,
. but of itseif it cannot help sinful men (men
of “carnal mind,” verse 7) to be obedient.
Therefore “what the law could not do, in that
it was weak thirough the flesh [which is sin-
ful], God sending liis own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
~ the flesh; that the righteousnes of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the
the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Mr. Jones’ conclusions evidently overreach
his design, for they logically indicate that the

work of the gospel minister is superfluous. .

As “sin is the transgression of the law,” and
“sin is not imputed .where there is no law,”

what is the logical conclusion if the law be
annulled? Are we not shut up to the con-
clusion that there is no sin? And if.there
be no sin, what need of pardon? what need
of & Redeemer? what need of a preacher?

To fulfitl a law of the State is always un-
derstood to be the fulfilling of its require-
ments.. No man supposes, when lie pays
his taxes in fulfillment of the demands of the
law, that the law is thereby superseded. If
he should so suppose, he would find himself
much mistaken when the time came round
for payment again. Nor is it deemed neces-
sary in such ¢ase that the law be reénacted
from year to year. If the logic of the “in-
duction” herein before quoted be correct,
then the fulfillment of a law of tlie Brit-
ish Government (to which the Australian
colonies are subject), would mean its repeal,
hence the necessity of reénactment after every
fulfillment. But the provinces of that coun-
try do not so reason. For instance, they are
still enforcing an old and tyrannieal S‘unday
law, declared and vigorously enforced in the
reign of Charles II, and condemning men to
‘the stocks for workmg on Sunday. And the
men who contend that the law of God was
annulled by its fulfillment, do not claim that
this old British Sunday law is not legitimately
in force. .

B .

From the utterly illogical reasoning of Mr.
Jones it is clear that he has no ground what-
ever for his assumption that the apostles
“practically effected the transfer [of the Sab-
bath] fromn the seventh to the first day of the
week.” Inasmuch as the Scriptures are si-
lent upon the subject of such a transfer, we
are certainly warranted in demanding better
evidence than is presented in this argument
of the Australian. preacher.

As to his proposition that “it is the will of
Christ that the Jewish Sabbath as such be no
longer binding,” we have only to say that the
weekly Sabbath never was “a Jeéwish Sabbath
as such.” It was promulgated in Eden, and
always was, and is, the Sabbath of the Lord,
designated by himself as “my holy day,”
“the holy of the Lord.” Isa. 58:13. “The
Sabbath was made for man,” not merely for
the Jews, and “the Son of Man [not the Jews]
is Lord also of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:27,
28. This statement was made when the first-
day sabbath tradition had not been heard of.

Whether, upon such illogical assumptions
as are set forth by Mr. Jones, it is wisdom to
“conclude that the first day of the week is
divinely authorized,” we leave the reader to
judge for himself. If, however, it come to us
“in lieu of the Jewish Sabbath”—an institu-
tion entirely of the imagination,
mentioned in the word of God—then the
agsumed divine authorizatien of the ﬁ:st—day
sabbath must itself be imaginary.

¢

SIN.

Siv always causes loss. It is never profit-
able. It is the highwayman that stands be-
side the path and robs you of whatever of
value you may possess. It is the sly thief
that intercepts that which was intended for
you, so that you do not receive it. Itis both
a thief and a robber. Sin. well understands
this art. It does not take the whole at first,
but, like the dishonest clerk, it begins by tak-
ing a little here and a little there, and so very
often carries on its dishonest dealing a long
time before it is detected.

The Christian is not_led to commit some
great sin first of alk; t]ue enemy is too cmfty
for that. It is by lxtt]es that the soul is led
astray. A little sin is:presented at first. But
that forms the beginning. It is the starting
of the train,on thedown grade, to gather speed
and momentum as it goes on,

That sin has to some extent robbed the
soul of the conscious help.and joy of God.
It has benumbed the spiritual sensibilities;
it has perverted the judgment and the sense
of right. Hence the soul is not in the condi-
tion to disecriminate between right and wrong
that it was before. Because of this, the
gecond sin becomes eagier than the first, and
the third easier than the second. And the
further you proceed, the easier sin becomes,
because -of this los§ of sensibility and the
power of discrimination. And this means
that the soul has been: gradually growing un-
susceptible to the voice and the touch of God.
This explains the indifference and’ worldli-
ness on the part of members of churches, and
their forgetfulness of their covenant obliga-
tions.

Put it down as a fact alwnys te be remem-
bered, sin is a robber. And that which is a
robber in time becomes the source of ruin in
eternity. Let us turn away from sin, know-
ing that a lioly, godly life is always pleasing
unto God.— Messiah’s Herald.

nowhere

Nome a,nd' B{ealth.‘

“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report;
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.”’—Phil. 4:8.

SUMMER IN THE CEMETERY.
BY NETTIE J. HUNT.

SHE softly folds her-glowing robes upon them,
Those dear, bare mounds that hold the hearts we
miss, )
And brightens them with violets blue, and wakens
The tender fern with many a lover’s kiss,

She bids the robin and the bluebird loiter,
And trill their sweetest in the cypress trees.
They know no death tale, go their glorious piping
Fills with its melody the scented breeze.

And then she presses loving lips upon them,
Those mounds 80 bught wlth blue and gold and
green.
O dust that lies beneath this matchless splendor,-
Knowest thou never fairer robes were seen?

“Into thy darkened eyes does not the sunrise
Gleam in its rose-hued marvel ever new?

Into thy sleeping ears do not the bird songs
Steal with their tales of love forever true?’

But to her loving passion comes no answer;
So, with a flood of tender, gushing tears,
Leaves she white lilies, golden hearted, fragrant,
Whispers, ‘“Sleep on till God’s great spring
appears.”
— Union Signal.

MRS. DYER’S TROUBLE.
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE.

“WEeLL, Dr. Strong, I don’t think—at least,
I don’t know, and that is as bad—1I sent for
you because”—

Here the words choked her. She had to
stop; lier eyes ran over on her pale cheeks; -

“and she clasped her thin hands together in a

convulsive effort of self-control. Dr.Strong;
a white-haired old man, with the g/lentlest face
and kindest manner- possrble, looked.. dis-
tressed; he could not say anything, for he had
no clue to these sobs and tears. Mrs. Dyer
had been a member of his church’ when he
lived at Blanford ; he remembered her well—
a bright, delicate young girl, the only daugh-
ter of a well-to-do farmer. She was fairly
well educated, had made a profession of reli-
gion in early youth had married at twénty
a young lawyer already in good practice, for
hie was ten years older than she, and lrad be-
sides g little inherited property. Dr. Strong
had heard of her from time to time, and some-
times met her when she came home on a visit.’
He knew that shie was temporarily prosperous,
and that she hiad three children; and at last
he himself was called to a church in the city
where she lived, and learned then for the first
time that she was recently widowed. She
had written a note to him, asking that he
would come to see her; and, in answer to her
request, he was with her now. Poor little
thing! She was a pathetic spectacle to ler
old pastor as she sat there struggling with
her tears, thin, pallld and sad, with a com-
fortless sorrow, as he could p]amly see, for
neither hope nor submission lent a gléam to
her eye or calmed her forlorn countenance.
This was not a case of ordinary consolation
he felt at once; but, before she could- control
herself, in rushed a rosy boy of ten.

“Mother ” he shouted, “can I go over to.
Denbam with Hal Jones ?”

Mrs. Dyer held out & hand and drew him
to her side. She stopped her tears, and \Vfis'
composed at once.

“Come here, Harry,” shie said, in very lovs
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ing tones. “I want you to shake hands with
this gentleman; he used to be my minister
when I lived at Blandford.”

Harry was evidently well trained; he
obeyed at once, and stood at Dr. Strong’s
knee a moment to answer some kindly ques-
tions, then reverted to his'errand.

“Can I, mother ?”

“Is no one else going?” asked his mother.

“No, ma’am; we want to go fishing out in
the mill pond for pun’kin seeds.”

“No, Harry, I can’t let you go.”

“Surely, mamma? ” R

“Surely, dear,” she said with a smile,

Harry’s face flushed, his eyes glistened,
and his small fists closed tightly. There was
a struggle in his boyish heart, very evident
to the doctor; but he said nothing, and, bow-
ing to the minister, left the room much wore
quietly than he had entered it.

The interruption had helped Mrs. Dyer to
recover her own self-control. She could
speak now quite calmly.

.“I sent for you, Dr. Strong,” she said, “be-
cause I am in great need of help. You know
I have been a church member many years,
bui lately I have begun to think I am not a
Christian at all.”

“Have you spoken to your own pastor?”
asked the doctor, with professional instinct.

“No, I cannot. Mr. King is called a very
fine preacher, but his sermons don’t touch or
help me; they never have.” When Allen died,
he came here and talked to me, but he didn’t
seem sure of anything; he is always telling
us that doubt is a very necessary thing to
growth in spivit; that we must try to find the
pillars whereon the house standeth, before we
can be sure there is a house.”

“He did not really remember the context
in that text, I fear. Sampson was blind, my
dear, and when the Philistines showed him
where to grope for those pillars, he pulled
them down and killed those in the heathen
temple—and himself too.”

Mrs. Dyer smiled a little; she too had not
remembered where the phrase came from.

-“But I can find no help in all this, Dr.
Strong. I want to be sure of something, to
have a place of rest to my soul. ‘Maybe’is
no gospel to me.” :

“My dear, cannot you pray?”

“Prayl oh, what use is prayer? When Al-
len lay speechless with fever, and the doctor
told me he was dangerously ill, do you think
I did not pray? I groveled before God to
save him; I prayed till my heart was dry and
my brain weary. What was the good of it?
I Lad no answer. No, I shall never pray
again. I don’t believe in it.
I do not even read the Bible.”

“Now answer a few questions for me.”

_Just at this point there was another inter-
ruption; two younger children, both girls,
came eagerly running into the room; one
threw herself into her mother’s lap; the other
leaned against lier knee; they were flushed
with exercisé, and held in their hands long
trails of graceful vine, with bunches of trans-
parent scarlet berries hanging among the
green leaves.

“Look, mamma, what bu’ful berries.”

“Pretty berries; nice? Ally eat berries,
mamina ?”’ ‘

Mrs. Dyer’s face stiffened with terror; if
she could be paler, one might have said she
grew colorless; quickly, without waiting to
make her children speak to the guest, she
gathered vines and berries out of the little
hands and put them away in the nearest
place that was high overhead, the upper shelf
of a high bookcase. The children whim-
pered. ‘ : :
~ “0 mamma, don’t take my berries!” ,

“Pitty berries. Ally’s berries,” chimed in
the younger, with- a tone of possession and a
gense of injustice in the baby voice.

“Dears, you cannot have them. Go to your
nurse at once and get your bread and milk.”

It is no use.

“Do you thing they have eaten any?” asked
Dr. Strong anxiously.

“Oh, no! T have taught them thoroughly
never to taste anything without my leave. I
used to put bitter water out of a quassia cup
on any fruit they might be tempted to take;
it was harmless, but it taught them that what
I bhad forbidden them was not good to eat, and
so they learned to ask for what they wanted.”

The children turned away with tears in
their eyes, and slowly went out of the door,
Ally looking over her shoulder at the “pitty
berries” placed out of her reach.

“My dear young friend,” asked Dr. Strong
solemnly, “do you love your children ?”

“Love them ?” she answered, the warm flush
of indignation crimsoning her expressive face.
“Why, they are all I have got to love, my
very life.
care for, to be with, to wait on.
are all.” -

“Why, then, did you not answer Harry
when he asked if he might go to Dedham?”

“I 'did answer him, Dr. Strong. Did not
you hear me tell him he must not go?”.

“Yet you said God did not answer your
prayers for your husband’s life beciuse he
denied it. Is not ‘no’ as much of an answer
as ‘yes’?”

Her face changed, but she made no reply.

“You admit still, in spite of your doubts,
that there is a God ?”

- “Yes; oh, yes; I cannot disbelieve that; it
would be a return to chaos!”

“You will admit, too, perhaps, the old geo-
metric axiom that the whole is greater than
its part?”

She looked at him with surprise and in-
quiry in her eyes.

“Of course I do.”

“Well, then, if God made this world, and
made you, is it not probable that he knows
more about your needs.than youn do?”

“T suppose ‘so,” she said half reluctantly.

“And if he knew enough to create this
world and all the myriad worlds we see above
and around us, is it not at least possible that
you may not be able to understand always
what he means in what he does?”

She colored again, and silently bowed her
head.

“Why did you refuse to let your boy go to
Dedham ? He wanted to go so much.”

“Qh, it is not safe for him to go on the
water with only another boy; the pond is
deep and the boys are so careless! I do want
him to be a manly, courageous boy, but I
will not let him go into possible danger for
no other reason than his own pleasure.”

“Why not, then, have explained all this to
him?”’ ,

“Well, I have tried to train my children to
trust me, to feel that I know best what is
good for them. I have thought that to give
them a reason for all I did was not so good for
them as to learn to trust me. I think they
ought to feel that I am their natural head and
ruler now Allen has gone. He had the same
feeling. He used to say, ‘We're king and
queen in our home, and the children hered-
itary subjects.’
ideas.”

Now they

“Why not let them guide themselves, and

not have to ask you for everything they
want ?” :

“Oh, I love to have them ask, as far as that
goes, even if I believed in encouraging an-
archy in my little kingdom. I love to give
them whatever I can give, and to have them
come to mé with all their wants and wishes.”

“And yet you have to deny them?”

“Yes, I must; but how it hurts me! I be-
lieve I could have cried with the babies this
morning when I took away those exquisite,
tempting berries; but, Dr. Strong, they were
berries of the deadly nightshade—certain
death had they eaten them.”

The doctor leaned back in his chair and

While Allen lived I had him to

I want to carry out his-

put the finger tips of his wrinkled old hands
together in the argumentative way not un-
common to elderly clergymen. He did not
look at Mrs. Dyer, but straight at the ceiling,
ag he said in a dry, quiet tone:—

“How much better you are than God1!”

Mrs. Dyer looked, and felt, shocked.

“Dr. Strong!” she exclaimed.

“My dear, I take you at your own showing.
You find fault with God because he denies
your request; but you denied Harry’s. You
think lie had no reason to refuse what you
asked; but you gave no reason to Harry..
You did not tell your little girls that those
berries were poisonous. You knew they
would not understand what that meant, to be
sure; but then you wish them to trustin your
love and wisdomn without reasons; yet you
refuse to trust God, who is immeasurably
wiser than you and imaginably more good

‘than you are, in comparison, to your children.

You have ceased to pray because you were
denied the answer that you wanted. You
suid, ‘My will be done,” and, because it was
not done, you refused to speak to Him who
made you. What if Harry should come in
to-night and not speak to you again for
months and years, because he could not go
to Dedham? Would it seem to you reason-
able, or the petty sulks of a spoiled child?
Is not all this want of faith in you an as-
sumption that God is not as good as you are
to your children?”

Mrs. Dyer hid her face in hier hands while
the doctor went on.

“T have for many years found much com-
fort and strength in observing how the good
Lord hath made of human life an ever-
present exposition of and witness to his ways..
Ithink it is thisin part which the text refers
to that says, ‘If any man will do His will,
he shall know of the doctrine” Try, my
dear, to know God as your Father; treat your
children as your own sense and conscience
teach you; these are the voice of God in your
soul; then act toward him as you would have
your children act toward you. You will find
out more religion in that way than you think.,
But do not try to find a poor human reason
for the divine ways. Would you have a God
whom you could measure? ‘Canst thou by
searching find out God ? canst thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high
as heaven; what caust thou do? deeper than
hell; what canst thou know? Tell me hon-
estly,could you trust ina God whom you could
understand? Would one be a help or defense
to you who was less than omniscient or om-
nipreseint?”

“No,” said -Mrs. Dyer in a low voice, “but
I never thought of that.” .

“And for the Bible, why not read that for
the stores of help and comfort instead of try-
ing to pick out its faults? Of all books that
Bible has most of what we call common sense
in it, besides its beautiful gospel record. A
life guarded by its precepts is more than
merely pious, it is practical and useful. ‘God-
liness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is tocome.” Try, my child,to go back
to your Father; talk with him in prayer,accept
his will as it comes to you daily, and remem-
ber that he as well as you can say ‘no’ or
‘yes’ as he sees fit; either is an answer. If
you love God as your children love- you,
would you doubt or turn away from him?”

Mis. Dyer’s eyes were streaming with tears
now.

“I will try,” she said; and years after she
thanked Dr. Strong for helping her to escape
her trouble. She i1s now an earnest Christian
woman, a mother whom her children rise up
and bless; but she has for a long time ceased
to attend Mr. King’s church.—The Independent.

——¢e

“Ler your speech be alway with gracé,
seasoned with salt.” Col. 4:6.
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“Cast thy bread upon the water; for thou shalt find it after
many days.”’—Eeel, 11:1.

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST'S FACE.
BY JOAQUIN MILLER.

BenroLDp how glorious! Behold
The light of Christ’s face; and such light!
‘The Moslem, Buddhist, as of old,
- Gropes helpless on in hopeless night.
But lo! where Christ comes, crowned with flame,
Ten thousand triumphs in Christ’s name. .

Elijal’’s chariot of fire,
Chained lightnings harnessed to his car,
Jove’s thunders bridled by a wire—
Call unto nations, ‘‘Here we are.”
Lo! all the world one sea of light,
Save where the paynim walks in night.

What more? What sermons like to these,
This light of Christ’s face, power, speed,
In these full rounded centuries,
To prove the Christ the Christ indeed ?
Yea, Christ is life, and Christ is light,
And antichrist is death and night.
—8. F. Examiner.

NURSOO

A Sketch of Indian Native Christian Life.

It is delightful to trace the beginnings of
the new life in any soul; but some there are

who awaken our special interest and admira-

tion, and such, it seems to me, is the one
whose story is briefly given below.

Nursoo was, for many years, engaged in
daving deeds of theft and robbery. Again
and again was he thrown into prison for his
lawless acts.

One day, while visiting a village near his
own, he met Mr. H., a missionary, who
was going about preaching in that district.
"The latter spoke a few words to him. Nursoo
went his way, and the one who had spoken
to him saw him no more for several years;
but- the Spirit of the Lord followed him.
The question so kindly put, “Are you a Chris-
tian, Nursoo?” with the added words, “You
ought to be,” sank into his heart; nor dxd his
struggle cease till he had found pardon in
Christ. He was baptized a little later, some
eleven or twelve years ago, and received into
the Watwad church, sixty miles and more to
the northeast of Sholapur. And now, when
we visit that region, no one greets us more
cordially than this same good man. His
heart seems to be overflowing with gratitude
for having been told of Jesus, the Saviour.
Often, on hearing of our arrival, this dear
man hastens to our tent with eggs and fowls
rice and flour, too, perhaps.

“But, Nulsoo, we do not care for your good
things,” he is told over and over again; “we
come to bring you help—to tell you more of
the better life.” ‘

And the reply is ever the same, “If the
Lord gives me these things, they are yours.”

At one time, after Mr. H. had been re-
fusing some favor from him, Nursoo remarked,
“I would be willing to take out a piece of my
flesh and give it to you if necessary.” One
day, after the birth of his little son, when we
were in tents near his village, Nursoo’s heart
wus so full of gratitude that his gifts seemed to
have no limit. It was hard for us to express
our thanks. “Don’t thank me,” he said;
“thank .the Lord alone. He has prospered
me, and I want to do for you who have come
from such a distance,and. have done somuch
for us.” When told to lay by something for
himgelf and family for a time of need, he
replied, “The Lord has had compassion on
me, a miserable sinner, and now I wish to do

you go to the government official?”

all I can for others, for the poor and needy,
and especially for the widow and thé father-
less.” And this he has done, in various ways.
At a special meeting of the Watwad Chris-
tians, a few years since, the widows being es-
pecially invited, a garment was given by Nur-

'soo to each of the latter who.were present,

ten or eleven in number, thus causing joy and
relief to their hearts. Indeed, his home seems
to be a place where the Christians, being ever
welcome, love to go. A humble, modest man
he always seems, of the lowest caste, too,
being a watchman, or night guard, of his lit-
tle village, and receiving in return for is serv-
ices various perquisites for his support from
the farmers there; yet his tall, upright figure,
his pleasant, bright eye, and his kind, homely
face seem really attractive.

One day the question was put to him by
Mr. H., “Nursoo, what are you doing now
for Christ?” No answer.
question, and yet no reply. 7The third time,
too, and the simple answer was, “Not,lnng”
But the poor man was evidently stirred in his
soul. He went home and thought it all over.
“I cannot read,” he said to himself; “I am an
ignorant man; but I can pray, and I’ll do it.”
So,night after night, Nursoo, before beginning
his duties as watchman, goes off into a field,
where he can be quite alone (for his house
has but one room, where the whole family
cook, eat, and sleep), and there, prostrating
himself, he prays earnestly for a blessing on
his own family, and that the Lord’s kingdom
might come in the hearts of his neighbors

‘and friends.-

And the fruit ‘has already appeared. Sev-
eral of the families near him have come out
and fearlessly acknowledged Christ as their
Saviour, their conversion being traced to his
direct influence. Indeed, several from the
higher classes of the Hindus were for a time
so much .influenced by him that many of

their relatives and friends consulted together

what should be done. “Nursoo,” they said,
“if you go on influencing our young men in
this way, and disregarding the gods we wor-
ship, you will have to leave here, and then,
if you have no work, what will you do? Will
“NO.”
“Will you go to your missionary?” “No,”
was the answer; “I will not trouble him or
anyone. I will try some other means of liv-
ing, but if I fail, T will just fold my hands
meekly, and commit my life again to Him
who gave it.” The people seemed impressed
by his reply, and, on thinking further of the
matter, decided to have him remain in his
work. And to-day he seems more highly re-
spected in his village than ever before.—Se-
lected.

\ <
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THE VALUE OF MISSIONARY SCHOOLS.

Miss FrEDRICESON, a Baptist missionary at
Rangoon, Burmah, writes as follows to the
home officials in regard to schools and their
relation to the work of saving souls-—

“I do heartily believe in schools, because 1

" see nothing else that can take their place in

bringing the young under continued Chris-
tian influence. Of all the girls who
have gone out from the school, forty-seven
are now actively engaged in the work of the
mission, mostly in school work; some are
Bible women, others are wives of native pas-
tors, and many have married and established
Christian homes. The customs of the coun-
try are such that a young girl cannot go out
as o Bible woman, because the heathen have
no respect for them, and will say very un-
kind things about them. When they go out
as teachers, they have large opportunities for
Christian work among the heathen, which
they ¢could not gain in any other vmy The
school is the opening wedge.

“The results of the school work are not to
be measured always by figures and apparent

Again the same |

results.. We have lately had a striking 1llus-
tration of that, A natlve of India who was
in the British army, a Mohammedan, was
baptized in Pegu gave u’p his work, and. came
to Rangoon, and is worku)g among the Mo-
hammedans here. He is an earnest worker;
and, humanly speaking, is doing a work no
other can do, because he is finely educated,
and knows all about their religion and books,
and knows the Bible, too. He was seven
years in a mission school, and left it appar-
ently as he came into it, a heathen. But he
never forgot the scnpture which he learned
there, and the Holy. Spirit used it to lead to
his conversion.

“One of the girls from the school was at
home during the vacation; her parents took
her to the pagoda to worsh]p Slie refused,
saying, ‘It is only brlck and stone, and can-
not hear or help me.” She is not a Christian,
but her faith in idols is destroyed. I am
convinced that the school is an important
means of evangelization, and without it our
work " would suffer all along the line. The
government schools are not turning out the
material of which we can make Christian
workers, nor are they such as we would wish
to educate our Christians in.”

—o—O
@

KAFFIR WESLEYANS.

THERE are said to be over 30,000 Protestant
Kaffir members in the Wesleyau missions in
South Africa, and they are all professed ab-
stainers from intoxicating liquors. The Wes-
leyan Missionary Notices gives an account of the
experience of one who gave up the use of
both the native beer and tobacco:—

“He had goue home that night, thrown the
beer away, and destroyed the pot; heaven
came down into his soul, and it was very

" blessed (mandi kakulu); he assembled his fam-

ily for prayer, and it was mandi kakulu; he
went to his place of private prayer among the
rocks, and it was mandi kakulu, God himself
filling his soul with the joy of salvation. In

-the night he awoke; still mandi kakulu; but,

turning to seek a live coal with which to light
his pipe, the ubanmandi (blessedness) van-
ished, he knew not where or how; but there
and then he had fought out the matter. His
reason said, ‘I have surrendered beer; surely
tobacco is no sin!”  His conscience answered,
“You have killed the cow; now you must kill
the calf.” Still reason argued, but again and
again conscience replied,‘You have killed the
cow; now you must kill the calf;’ and he
could get no return of blessedness until his
surrender was complete, and the last idol was
put away; he had destroyed his pipe, and
resolved that both beer and tobacco should
henceforth be laid in absolute surrender on
God’s altar.”

o

A HINT.

A Mm1ssTONARY of experience gives this sug-
gestive hint, which is worthy of note:—

“Let me say to those who may be looking
forward to work in India, make sure before
sailing that you can give a reason for the hope
that is in you. That reason will be in de-
mand when you work among Hindus.

“Both the study of apostolic Christianity
and religions of India will be of use in un-
derstanding better the nature of the problems
which must be met on the mission field.
Especially has the study of the early conflict
of Christianity and paganism in the Roman
Empire thrown light on the modern conflict
in India. Both by the similarities and the
differences of these two conflicts, are one’s
anticipations of immediate success sobered,
while one’s faith in the ultimate triumph
grows more firm and abiding.”

It requires more grace to suffer patiently
than to serve laboriously.—7. Jones.
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‘‘Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.”
sow in tears shall reap in joy.”

JUST FOR TO-DAY.

Lorp, for to-mo:row and its needs
I do not pray;

Keép me, my God, from stain of sin
Just for to-day.

Let me both diligently work
And duly pray;

"Let me be kind in word and deed
Just for to-day.

.Let me be slow to do my will,
Prompt to obey;

Help me to sacrifice myself
Just for to-day.

Let me no wrong or idle word
Unthinking say;

Set thou a seal upon my lips
Just for to-day.

So for to-morrow and its needs
I do not pray;
But keep me, guide e, hold me, Lord,
Just for to-day. )
—Selected.

CONSEQUENCES OF HOLDING ON TO RICHES.

I~ his word the Lord has plainly revealed
his will to those who have riches. But be-
cause his direct commands havebeen slighted,
he mercifully presents their dangers before
them through the Testimonies. He does not
give new light, but calls their attention to the
light that has already been revealed in his
word. If those who profess to love the truth
are holding on to their riches, and, failing to
obey the word of God, do not seek opportu-
nities to do good with that which he has in-
trusted to them, he will come closer, and- will
scatter their means.
them" with judgments. He will in various
ways scatter their idols. Many losses will be
sustained. The souls of the selfish shall be
unblest. But “the liberal soul shall be made
fat.” Those who honor God he will honor.

The Lord made a covenant with Israel that,
if they would obey his commandments, he
would give them rain in due season, the land
should yield ler increase, and the trees of
the field should yield- their fruit. He prom-
ised that their tlneshmg should reach unto
the vintage, and the vintage unto the sowing
time, and that they should eat their bread to
the fu]] and dwell in their land safely. He
would make their enemies to perish. He
would not abhor them, but would walk with
them, and would be their God, and they
should be his people. But if they disre-

garded his requirements, he would deal with
them entirely contrary to all this. His curse
should rest upon them, in place of his bless-
ing. He would break their pride of power,
and would make the heavens over them as
iron, and the earth as brass. “Your strength
shall be spent in vain; for your land shall
not yield her increase, neither shall the trees
of the land yield their fruits. And if ye walk
" contrary unto me" “then will I also walk
¢ontrary unto you.”

Those who are selfishly w1thho]dmg their

means need not be surprised if God’s hand
" scatters. That which should have been de-
voted to the advancement of the work and
cause of God, but which has been withheld,
imay be 1nt1usted to a reckless son, and lie
may squander it. A fine horse, the pride of
a vain heart, may be found dead in thestable.
Occasionally a cow may die. Losses of fruit
or other crops may come. God can scatter
the means he has lent to his stewards, if they

He will come near to’

refuse to use it to his glory. Some may have
none of these losses to remind them of their
remissness in duty, but their cases may be
the more hopeless.— Testimony - for the Church
No. 20.

HOW TO HAVE GOD’S HELP.

“AxD when Elisha was come, . . he
went in therefore, and shut the d001 .

and prayed unto the Lord.” 2 Kings 4: 32
83. All life-giving power comes from God
and the propbet knew this. All of his de-
pendence just then was in the Lord God om-
nipotent, Centuries later Jesus taught his
disciples to always shut the door the first
thing, when they would talk with God, and
he also taught them, by precept and example,
that the next thing to do after they had
prayed was to do all they could to help an-
swer the prayer they had made, and this was
the very thing the prophet did.

One_ reason why some of us do not have
more prayers answered is because we stop
praying as soon as we come out of our closets.
The right kind of a prayer never stops. We
forget that sometimes the most effective pray-
ing is done with hands and feet and brain
and pocketbook. We say, “Amen,”and quit,
just when we ought to press on with more
earnestness, or we stay on our knees asking
for bread when we ought to be out in the
field doing something with.-a hoe. God help
us to.pray in a way that angels can under-
stand, no matter whether they hear our words
or not. “If I had as much wheat in a barn
as you've got, papa, I'd answer that prayer
myself,” said a little boy to the stingy father,
who had prayed at the family altar for a man
who needed bread. That boy had a trueidea
of prayer that some old men never get.
Ram’s Horn.

FROM SOUTH AMERICA.

THaE Union Record, of New York City, pub-

“lishes a private letter from Brother R. B.

Craig, dated ‘Buenos Ayres, May 11, from
which we take the fo]lowing‘extracts:-_—

Yes, the Revolution did interfere with the work
in Brazil, or at least it seemed so to us. Yet we
know that all things work together for good to them
that love the Lord. It is in the past now, and
Brother Stauffer is pushing the work there with in-
creased help from some who have commenced to

‘keep the Sabbath.

I wish someone was here to take charge of the
business matters, which are increasing all the time,
and this would leave me free to give my time wholly
to canvassing. I am now getting ‘“Patriarchs and
Prophets’ in some of the best English families in
Buenos Ayres; but I only get two or three days a
week to canvass. The brethren are doing fairly
well on the Spanish books, but it is still a problem to
besolved how to get the books into the homes of many
of the Catholic people. Brother Brooking is having
some success in this direction, and our prayers con-
stantly ascend that the Lord will direct in our efforts
to reach them. Brother Nowlen is now at Sandy
Point, Straits of Magellan. The prospects are not
now so favorable there as on the islands, but he
is pushing things, and we hope to see some respond
to the light he leaves there.

My wife is teaching school with a few English
children, and we spend an hour or more each even-
ing studying Spanish with two other families, one
of which is Spanish, and while they teach us Span-
ish we teach them English. The climate here is
good in many respects, yet there is much suffering
from rheumatism, and from the very bad meat,
which is eaten in large quantltles by almost every
family.

We are very anxious to liear from the General
Conference Council. We are expecting a reénforce-
ment by some ministerial help. Certainly the peo-
ple of this country should have the privilege of
hearing the message publicly soon.

Exchange is very bad here now, as it takes $3.90

in this currency to buy one dollar of United States |

money. But the currency is like many other things

here—it is rotten beyond repair. If anyone wants
to see what Catholicism will do for a country, just
let him see things in these South American countries.
Still it is better now than a few years past, when
Romanism held full sway.

We are all of good courage in the Master’s work,
and are doing all we can to push it forward.

Ir God pronounces a woe upon those who
are called to preach the truth and refuse to
obey, a heavier woe rests upon those who
take upon them this sacred work without
clean hands and pure hearts. As there are
woes for those who preach the truth while
they are unsanctified in heart and life, so
there are woes for ‘those who receive and
maintain the unsanctified in the position
which they cannot fill.— Gospel Workers.

-
-

FIELD NOTES.

AT Oraville, 1ll., Elder H. W. Decker re-
ports that ﬁve ndults have taken a demded

stand for the truth.

On the 8th ult. there were three additions
to the church at Washington, D. C., making
nineteen in the past eight months.

At Albany, N. Y., Elder A. E. Place re-
cently baptized four pelsom having the free
use of the Memorial Baptist Church.

ELpER L. D. SANTEE reports a good interest
in meetings at Gibson City, I, the attend-
ance being 150 each evening, ‘and 500 on
Sunday evening.

THrEE Bible workers are now laboring in
Spokane, Wash., in connection with the tent
work. They are: Mrs. E. G. Fulton (formerly
of the Siens office), Miss M. Bessie De Grayw,
and Miss Evelyn M. Riley.

Erper W. D. Curtis recently began- tent
meetings at Malta, T1l,, and on the third even-
ing the two resident ministers and their con-
gregations, numbering about three hundred,

_were present to hear for themselves.

At Taftsville, Vt., two persons were recently
baptized by I Elder Wm. Covert. He expects
soon to organize the company of Sabbath
keepers at that place. He also reports the
baptism of four at South Londonderry.

Or the camp meeting at Jamestown, N.
Dakota, Elder N. W. Allee reports an encamp-
ment of nearly two hundred persons, about
one-half of whom were Germans. Services
were conducted in the English, German, and
Swedish languages, and twenty-three ‘were
baptized.

IN connection with the last quar ter]y meet-
ing in the Scandinavian Church of Brooklyn,
N. Y., four persons were baptized, making
nine additions for the quarter. One other
candidate for baptism was prevented by sick-

ness. Meetings are held at 281 Sackett Street.
Sabbath school at 10 A. M., and preaching
at 11.

Erper J. W. CoLLIE reports eleven converts
in Tampa, Fla., as a result of tent meetings
held in that place, with a good interest con-
tinuing. The brethren there have purchased
a house of worship formerly owned by the
Preshyterians. However, the work-there is
carried forward amid the bitter opposition of
the enemy.

Taz leaders of o mob who 'some weeks ago
attempted to pull down and burn a Seventh-
day Adventist tent at Bushy Creek, 8. C,,
were arrested by the citizens of the place, who
had prevented the outrage. About the time
the matter was to be heard in court, the men
asked pardon and desired to have the charges
withdrawn. At the solicitation of our breth-
ren, the case was dismissed, and the accused
parties entered into bouds to keep the peace.
Eiders J. O. Johnson and E. W, Webster have
charge of the tent work at Bushy Creek.
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In a recent report of a tour of several
churches in New York, published in the In-
dicator, Elder S. H. Lane mentions meeting
Brother G. D. Ballou, who was visiting friends
at Pulaski, and incidentally states that he
“gave a stirring and interesting discourse.”
Brother Ballou has been living for several
years at Graut’s Pagss, Oregon, and was on his
way to Gainesville, Ga., designing to settle
there. : -

Broruer JouN VuiLLEUMIER has been la-
boring in the interest of the French population
in and about Worcester, Mass., for some time,
and reports that “a small beginning has been
made.”
us with the French-speaking people of the
world, he suggests the intportance of a French
department in the South Lancaster Academy,
to the end that more laborers be fitted for
carrying the message to that people. How
great the harvest is, and how few the laborers!

Ar the recent camp meeting near Walla
Walla, Wash., there were thirty-seven Scan-
dinavians, and special services were held for
them twice a day, in their own language.
Others of their countrymen from the city also
attended their meetings. There. were also
special services in the German language in a
geparate tent, the audiences numbering from
seventy to eighty.
all 147 family tents, besides the tents for spe-
cial purposes. The meeting is said to have
been a very profitable one, and 100 persons
were baptized.

THr Baltimore Herald of July 20 publishes

a letter from Church Hill, Ind., to Elder John
F. Jones, in which it is stated that a mid-
‘night mob had endeavored to destroy the
new Seventh-day Adventist house of worship
at  that place. When they had broken a
few windows, however, they were frightened
away by persons who heard the noise. A
tent which was being used by Elder S. B.
Horton was also considerably damaged. The
niob assembled- at a little distance from the
tent and indulged in abusive language and
threats of violence. Threats have been openly
made that the church would be burned.and
the members tarred.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY CAMP MEETING."

Tuis meeting has been appointed to be held in
Fureka, from August 16-26. This time and place
seem to suit the brethren of this section of the
country as best. As there are but about two weeks

until the beginning of the meeting, it will be neces-

sary that orders for tents be sent at once. - In order-
ing your tents, state the size you want, with or
without fly and carpet. The price of a 10x12 tent
will be $4.00 and 12x16 tents $5.00. Fly and carpet
extra. We trust that all our people throughout
that section of the State will make special effort to
be present. The stirring times in which we are liv-
ing are evidence that we are fast approaching the
end. We will not be able to hold many more camp
meetings. Come, brethren, praying that God’s
Spirit may rest with power upon his people. Send
tent orders to N. C. McClure, 1591 Telegraph Avenue,
Oakland. :

PERIODICALS WANTED.

CLeaN copies of the Sraxs, Instructor, and Our
Little Friend are very much needed by our workers
in Knoxville, Tenn. The demand is an urgent one,
for free circulation among the poor. Address, post-
paid, Chas. E. Sturdevant, 415 Patterson Street.

8168, Sentinel, and Our Litile Friend ave wanted for
missionary work by Nannie Peterson, Cathay, Mari-
posa County, Cal.

CAMP MEETINGS FOR 1894.

DISTRICT NUMBER ONE.

New York, Auburn............. ..July 26 to Aug. 6
Virginia, Mt. Jackson............ ......... Aug. 7-14
West Virginia, Parkersburg......... ... Aug. 16-27

Vermont, Morrisville............Aug. 23 to Sept. 3

In view of the extensive work before .

The camp comprised in’

New England......................Aug. 30 to Sept. 10
Maine, Bath.......cccooviiieecovenenenen WSept. 6-17
DISTRICT NUMBER TWO. .

Georgia, Gainesville......c....cce..ceeeen. Aug. 15-21
Tennessee River, Nashville, :
Tenmn......... e «.....Aug. 31 to Sept. 10

Florida, Seffner...
DISTRICT NUMBER THREE.
* Indiana, Indianapolis.............
Ohio, Newark........ eeriee
Michigan (northern) Frankfort........ Aug. 20-27
*Illinois, Plano.......c..cocuveevnen.lon  Aug. 22-28
*Illinois (southern), Fairfield............ Sept. 7-17
* Michigan (State) Lansing......Sept. 19 to Oct. 1

DISTRICT NUMBER FOUR.

Towa, Hawleyville.........cooeviennnins .Aug. 7-13
* Nebragka, Lincoln (Peck’s Grove), Aug. 16-27

DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE.

Texas, Cleburne....... vearane ceennien Aug, 9-20
Arkansas, Fayetteville.............. e Aug. 16-27
Oklahoma T’y, Oklahoma City.. Aug. 23 to Sept. 3
Colorado, Denver ...... e .Aug. 30 to Sept. 10
Kansas, Emporia................ v eeeene ....Sept. 6-17
Missouri, Warrensburg (Pertle Springs)

Sept. 19 to Oct. 1

DISTRICT NUMBER SIX.

Northern California, Eureka, Hum-
. Aug. 16-26
Nevada, Wadsworth.......................8ept. 13-23
Southern Californta, Los Angeles.........0ct. 4-14

Appointnients marked by a star will be preceded by a work-

ers’ meeting, .
GeN. Conr. Com.

CHURCH SERVICES.

All of our churches, especiallyon this coast, who désire thelr
regular weekly services announced in this column, may have it
doneby reporting through the proper officers.

Chicago, 1llinois.—Church on Forfy-sixth Street, corner of
Champlain Avenue. Regular preaching service at 11 A.M.
Sabbath school at 9:30 A.M. every Sabbath., Prayer meeting,
Monday evening at7:30 .M. The above services are heldin
the Forestville Congregationalist Church buitding until our
own church will be completed, when proper notice will be
glven. All are cordially invited.

Oakland.—Church at corner of Twelfth and Brush Streets,
Regular preaching services or Bible study. Sunday at 7:30- p.M..
Friday at 7 .M., and Sabbath at 11 a.M. Sabbath school at
9:30 A.M. Sabbath. Prayer and missionary meeting Wednesday
at7:30 p.M. Allare cordially invited.

San’ Francisco.—Church at 914 Laguna Street. Regular
preaching services at 7:30 p,M. Sunday and 11 A.M.Sabbath,
Babbath sehool at 9:45 A.M. Prayer meeting Wednesday 7:30
p.M. Missionary meeting Thursday 7:30 p.M. .Seats {ree.

Los Angeles.—Church at 143 Carr Street. Preaching service
Sunday evelling 7:30. Missionary meeting Wednesday even-
ing7:30. Sabbath school on Sabbath at 9:45, and preaching
gervice at 11 o.M, All are welcome.

East Portland, Oregon.—Church at corner of Eleventh and
East Everett Strcets. Services every Sabbath 11:30 a. u, Sab-
batlr school 10 A.M. Missionary meeting evening after Sab-
bath 7Pp. M. Prayer meeting every Wednesday evening 7
o'clock. All welcome. Seats free.

Washington, D. C.—Church on Eighth Street between F and
G Streets, N. E. Regular preachingservice at 11 A. M. Subbaths,
Sabbath school 9:i5 A. M. Sunday, 7:30 P.M., Bible study.
Prayer meeting Friday at 7:30 p.M. ~ All are welcome.

H. W. HERRELL, (Yerk.

Sacramento.—Church on G Street between Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Streeis. Regular services: Sabbath school at 10
AM., preaching service at 11 A.M,, .Sunday at 7:30 P.M,
Prayer aud missionary meeting Wednesday evening at 7:30.
Seats free, All are cordially invited.

Pasadena, —Church at corner of Summit Ave. and Mouutain
Street. Sabbath services every Sabbath at 11:30 A.M. Sabbath
school 10 A.M. Prayer meeting every Sunday evening 7:30.
Mssionary meeting Tuesday 7:30 .M. All are cordially invited.

Box 261. : 0. 8. SMYTH, Clerk,

Cleveland Bicycles,
STCDDARD & LEE,

306 McAllister St., San Francisco, Cal.

FACTS FOR THE TIMES.—Containing historical extract,
tracts, candid admissions from authors, ancient and modert.
A Book for the Times. Revised 1893. A compilatiou of facts
that are astounding, by studeuts of biblical and historical re.
gearch. 310 pages, wine-colorcd cloth binding. Price, 75 cts.,

postpaid. Pacific Press Pub. Co., Oakland, California.

_ing interpreted, the Christ.”’

Ynternational O. O. iesscné.

“So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and
ga}e}tl}gegseuse, and caused them to uuderstand the reading.’
—Neh. 8:

Lesson VIII.—Sunpay, Aveusr 19, 1894.

THE FIRST DISCIPLES OF JESUS.

[NoTE.—The questions'which follow are merely suggestivefor--
the student on the leading points of the lessou ; it is presumed
that the thorough student wiil thiuk of many more as he
studies the subject. Refereuees, where verses alone are give,
always refer to thelesson scripture printed above. All other -
references are given in book, ehapter, and verse. The text
printed is that of the Revised Version, not beeause it is espe-
cially preferred, but because it is uot found in every fumily, as
is the commot versioit.] . '

Lesson Scripture, John 1 ; 35-49.

35. AGAIN on the morrow John was standing, and two of his’
disciples; ) -

36. Aud he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and saith, Be-
hold, the Lamb of God!’ )

37. And the two disciples heard him gpeak, and they followed
Jesus.

38. And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith
unto them, What seek ye? And they said umnto him, Rabbi
(which is to say, being interpreted, Master), where abidest
thou?- ’

39. He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came
therefore and saw where he abode; and they abode with him
that day; it was about the tenth hour. -

40. One of the two that heard John speak, and followed him,
was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41. He findeth first his own brother Simon, and saith unto
him, We have found the Messiah (which is, being interpreted,
Christ). . -

42, He brought him unto Jesus. Jesis looked upon him, and
said, Thou art S8imon the son of John; thou shalt be called
Cephas (which is by interpretation Peter).

43. On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee,
and he findeth Philip; and Jesus saith unto him, Follow me.

44. Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the eity of Andrew -
and Peter.

45. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have
found him, of whom Moses in the law, aud the prophets, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

46. And Nathanael said unto him, Can auy good thing come
out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

47, Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him,
Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! ’

48. Nathanael saith uuto him, Whence knowest thou me?
Jesus answered and said unto him, Before Philip ealled thee,
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

49. Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God;
thou art King of Israel.

Golden Text: ‘“We have found the Messias, which is, be=
John 1: 41.

Nore.—This lesson evidently comes immediately .
after the temptation of Jesus, on his return from
the wilderness. He came back near to where John
was baptizing. Just before this incident in the les-
son, also, the Jews had sent a deputation to John to
ask him who he was; and John had told them that,
while he was not the Christ, he was the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, and he was content to
be that voice, the voice of God. So will every true.
servant of God be content. He had also told them
that there was One coming after him whose shoes’
latchet he was not worthy to unloose. The next
day after this he saw Jesus, and said, ‘“Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world!” He declared that Jesus was the One to
whom he had borne witness.

SUGGESTIVE QUESTIONS,

1. What occurred the next day after the incident
noticed in the above note? ' Verse 35.
2. What testimony did John bear to Jesus as he
saw him?
3. What did these two disciples do after John
had spoken? . .
4. As Jesusturned and saw them following, what
did he say?- Verse 38. )
5. What reply did they make?
6. What did he then say to them? and what did
they do?
© 7. Who was one of these two disciples? Verse 40.
8. On finding Jesus, what did Andrew next do?
Verse 41. Note 1.
9. When he had found Simomn, what did he do?
Verse 42, first clause. : )
10. What did Jesus say when he beheld Peter?.
Same verse.
11. Whom did Jesus find on the following day as
he started into Galilee? Verse43. Note 2.
12. What did he say unto him?
13. Of what city was Philip a native? Verse 44.
14. Whom did Philip first seek out? and what
did he say to him?
15, What did Nathanael reply? Note 3.
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16. What wise.reply did Philip make? Verse 46,
last clause. :

17. What did Jesus say when he saw Nathanael
coming? Verse 47,

18. What question did Nathanael ask? Verse 48.

19. How did Jesus show to Nathanael that he
knew him and could read his heart?

20. What showed that Nathanael himself also be-
lieved? Verse 49.

NOTES.

1. Axprew did just the same as every true disci-
ple of Christ does who finds Christ to the joy of
his heart,—began to preach the gospel. When men
gelfishly find treasures of earth, they wish to keep
them to themselves. When men find the treasures
of God in the gospel, they wish to share them with
others. The first thought of Andrew was for his
brother Simon, and he wished that Simon should
share in the same blessed knowledge which had
come to him, that of knowing the Messiah. The
word ‘‘Messiah’ means ‘‘anointed.”” The Greek
form is ‘“Christ.”” 8o, in speaking of Jesus as the
Christ or the Messiah, it means the anointed of
God, the One anointed of God to do just the work
which Christ did, as stated in Luke 4:18 and Acts
10:38. “Thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by
interpretation a stone.” ‘‘Cephas’ was the Ara-
maic for ‘‘stone,”” the modernized form of the
‘Hebrew language. As the language would not be
familiar, John tells us that by interpretation it is a
stone. That in the Greek would be ‘‘petros,” a
piece of rock, detached from the living rock. In
other words, ‘‘Cephas’ is the Aramaic or Syriac for
stone, while the Greek word, “‘petros,’”’ or ‘‘Peter,”’
means the same thing. This, however, is not to be

coufounded with the word ‘Petra,” referring to -

Jesus Christ.
Rock.

Peter was a stone; Jesus was the

2. Priurp the apostle is not to be confounded
with Philip the deacon. Of his labors and death
nothing is certainly known. Tradition says he
preached the gospel in Phrygia and suffered martyr-
dom. He was of the same town as Andrew and
Peter.

- 3. Can there any good thing come out of Naza-
reth? —First, Nazareth was asmall village of but lit-
tle account. Second, it was not very far from Cana,
which was Nathanael’s own village, and much more
important than Nazareth. Third, Nazareth is not
even mentioned in the Old Testament, nor is there
any prophecy concerning it, and it was a proverb
that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. Fourth, all
Galileans were despised for their want of culture,
their rude dialect, etc.
been in low repute for morality. = Jesus himself was
once driven away from it by a mob of its best citi-
zens. These and other things were, doubtless, in
Nathanael’s mind when he asked the question, “Can
there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” But
we can see the fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah,
‘‘He was a root out of a dry ground.” God made
the meanest things to praise him; -and yet, afteralil,
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the city of David.

o> @&

Lrsson VIIL.—SaeeaTH, AucusT 18, 1894.

THE LOST FOUND..

Lessqn Sc‘ripture, Luke 15: 1-32.

1. Now ALL the publicans and sinners were drawing near
unto bim for to hear him.

2. And both the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, say- i

ing, This manreceiveth sinners, and eateth with them.
- 3. Arid he spake unto them this parable, saying,

4. What man of you,having a hundred sheep, and having
lost one. of them,; doth not leave the ninety and nine in the
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

5. And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. . ‘

6. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his

friends and his neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me, .

for I have.found my sheep which was lost.

7, I say unto you, that even so there shall be joy in heaven
over one sinuer that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine righteous persons, which need no repentance.

8. Or what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose
one piece, doth notlight a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek
diligently until she find it ? .

9. And when she hath found it, she calleth together her
friends and neighbors, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have
found the piece which Thad lost.

10. Even so, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of
the angels of God overone sinner that repenteth.

11. And he sald, A certain man had two sons;

12, And the younger of them said to his father, Father,
give me the portion of thy substance that falleth to me. And
he divided unto them his living.

* 13. And not many days after the younger'son gathered all to-

Fifth, Nazareth must have ’

.gether. and took his journey into a far country: and there he

wasted his substance with riotous living.

14. And when he had spent all, there arose & mighty famine
in that country; and he began to be in want.

15. And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of
that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16. And he would fain have been filled with the husks that
the swine did eat; and no man gave unto him.

17. But when he came to himself he said, How many hired
servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish here with hunger!

18. I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight;

19. Tam no more worthy to be called thy son; make me as
one of thy hired servants,

20. And he arose, and came to his father. But while he was
yet afar off his father saw him, and was moved with compas-
sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in thy gight; I am no more worthy to be called
thy son. Co

22. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth quickly
the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet;

23. And bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and
make merry;

24, For this my son was dead, and isalive again; he was lost,
and is found. And they began to be merry.

25. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and
drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.

26. And he called to him one of the servants, and inquired
what these things might be.

27. And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy
father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him
safe and sound.

28. But he was angry, and would not go in; and his father
came out, and entreated him.

29. But he answered and said to his father, Lo, these many
years do I serve thee, and I never transgressed a command-
ment of thine; and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I
might make merry with my friends.

30. But when this thy son came, which hath devoured thy
living with harlots, thou killedst for him the fatted calf.

31. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and
all that is mine is thine.

32. But it was meet to make merry and be glad; for this thy
brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

THERE is but one subject treated in this chapter,
and that is indicated in the title of the lesson. But
it is considered under three heads, namely, ‘“The
Lost Sheep,”” ““The Lost Piece of Money,’’ and ‘“The
Prodigal Son.”” These are all familiar stories. - See
how minutely you can relate them. :

1. Who drew near to Jesus?
2. In what words did the scribes and Pharisees
murmur against him? :
3. What did this call forth from Jesus?
4. Relate the first parable.
5. How long does the man in the parable seek
the lost sheep?
6. How does he feel when he finds it ?
7. What does he do when he reaches liome ?
8. What lesson did Jesus teach from this ?
9. What was the second parable?
-10. What does the woman do when she has lost
the piece of silver? -
11. What when she finds it?
12. What lesson does Jesus teach from this?
13. Relate the third parable. .
14. What did the younger of the two sons receive
from his father?
15. What did he do with it?
16. How reduced were his circumstances ?
17. What took place then?
18. When he came to himself, what did he say?
19. What did he do?
20. What took place when ‘“he was yet a great
way off”’ ? v
21. Did his father accept him as a servant?
22. How did he treat him ?
23. What was the general feeling over the returned
son?
24. How did the elder son feel ?
25. What was the father’s reply?

NOTES.

1. “Tais man receiveth sinners.”” That which
the Pharisees uttered as a reproach against Jesus, is
his greatest, glory. It is a glory to him, and he glo-
ries init. He is not ashamed to receive sinners.
“He is not ashamed to call them brethren.”” Heb.
2:11. “Behold what maner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons
of God.” He receives us when we offer ourselves to
him asservants, and makesus sons. ‘“Henceforth I
call you not servants; . . butIhave called you
friends.”” John 15:15. ‘“Wherefore thou art no
more a servant but a son; and if a son, then an heir
of God through Christ.”” Gal. 4:7.

2. “THERE is joy in the presence of the angels ove"
one sinner that repenteth.” If you are not very
watchful, you will find yourself reading according to
the common way, “There is joy among the angels
over one sinner that repenteth.” This is doubtless
true, but it is not what the text says. ‘There is

joy in the presence of the angels of God.”” This includes
the other thought, and adds infinitely more to it.
God himself is not ashamed to exhibit in the pres-
ence of the angels his great joy over one repentant
sinner. What more could be said to encourage poor
wanderers? Itis not that God will not cast off the
repentant one, but that he is overflowing with joy
at hisreturn. He cannot and does not attempt to
conceal his great joy when even one sinner repents.
He watches for him and rushes to meet him when
hé is yet a long way off.
' “For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind;
And the heart of the Eternal

Is most wonderfully kind.”*

8. I~ studying the parable of the prodigal son, do
not lose the preciousness of it by allowing your
mind to run off into speculation as to who are indi-
cated by the twosons. Whoever you are, the para-
ble means you. Granted that the hard elder brother
represents the position of the Pharisees toward the
publicans and Gentiles, we must still remember that
the race of the Pharisees is not yet extinct. We
are either the prodigal son returning to the Father’s
house, or else we are the carping elder brother. And
the worst of the second case is that we are actually
in as hard circumstances as the prodigal, and uncon-
scious of it. See Rev. 83:17. Let us be content in

| studying this chapter to feast upon the revelation of

the wonderful love of God, that we may be the
more closely drawn to him. Let this word concern-
ing Christ be ever in our minds, ‘““This Man receiv-
eth sinners.”’

ANALYTICAL

; 10 THE

R,

BY ROBERT YOUNG, L. L. D,

Contains every word in alphabetical order, arranged
under its Hebrew or Greek original, with the literal
meaning of each, and its pronunciation. Exhibiting
about 311,000 references, marking 30,000 various read-

_ings in the New Testament. Designed for the
simplest reader of the English Bible,

One large quarto volume. Cloth, $5.00. Black
Leather, $6.00. .

Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO.
Oakland, Cal.
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The author, in a book of 368 pages, takes up this great
central doctrine of the gospel, and treats it in two parts.
Part first, . .

An Atonement Consistent with Reason.

In this he shows that the doctrine of an atonement
through the medium of a voluntary substitute is consis-
tent with reason. Part second,

The Atonement as Revealed in the Bible.

In this is discnssed the plan of redemption through
Christ, by which every sinner who accepts Christ will be
justified; sin will be turnmed back upon the head of its
originator; the earth will be cleansed from the curse;
God’s righteous government will be restored over the ef-
tire universe; and all who will not become loyal subjects
of that government will be destroyed.

The book presents 2 CRITICAL AND EXHAUSTIVE TREAT-
ISE on this interesting subject, by a thorough Bible stu-
dent, and wholly from a Bible standpoint, and cannot fail
to be of great value to everyone who reads it.

Third edition, bound in cloth, embossed in black, with
gold title on back and front cover.

Price, postpaid, $1.00.

=  Address, Pacific Press Publishing Co..
Or 43 BonND ST., Oakland, Cal.
New York City.
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Treats of the Nature, Causes, Prevention and Cure; and Diseases
of the Throat, Eye and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh, and gives a

CHAPTER OF CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS.

The work contains 120 pages and is embellished with a colored
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tive cuts of the throat and nasal cavity,
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j\(eWS and. j\fstes.

FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 30.

RELIGIOUS.

—The Catholic Episcopal residence at Milwaukee
has been assessed for $403,150. Archbishop Katzer
has protested, and will carry the matter into the
courts.

~—The latest addition to thelonglist of detractions

from the church itself as a practical working power,

is the organization of the Senior Society of Chris-
. tian Endeavor.

—Protestant ministers oppose, and Catholic min-
isters favor, the proposition to open the Smithsonian
Institute, the National Museum, the Washington
l(\j{oilument, and the Botanic Garden, at Washington

1ty.

—TIt is said that the faculty of Wesleyan Univer-
'sity, Middletown, Conn., has forbidden the univer-
sity managers of athletic games to arrange any game
that will require Sunday traveling. The games and
the gambling connected with them are, however,
tolerated as usual. ’

—A movement ig on foot among the ultra-orthodox
Jews of San Francisco to establish a Hebrew free

school, to be called Talmud Tora, where children |

will receive instruction in the Talmud and in gen-
eral Hebrew lore in accordance with the tenets of
the strictest Hebrew orthodoxy.

—The Anaheim (Cal.) Gazefte gives a graphic ac-
count of a ‘‘Living Whist” performance for the
benefit of St. Boniface Church. The entertainment
was in the opera house, and consisted of a dance in
which a game of whist was played with costumed
gentlemen and ladies in lieu of cards..

—Protestants in America are considerably shocked
by the reports of religious tyranny in Russia, where
the children of Stundists, Baptists, and other dissen-
ters, are forcibly taken and haptized into the Greek
Church. Of course this is all wrong, but is it any
worse to compel people to be baptized than to com-
pel S?abbath keeping, or any other religious observ-
ance?

—The rector of 8t. Leo’s Catholic Church of Ta-
coma, Wash., complains that ‘““the inflnence of the
A. P. A. ig driving Catholics out of office’’ in that
city, “‘and if it is continued it will ruin the city.”
A parish club has been organized for the purpose of
interesting candidates for office in providing places

. for Catholics. Nothing so exasperates the Church
of Rome as to lose political footing. Her citadel of
power is political prestige. :

—It has transpired that six members of a Chris-
tian Church at Elmwood, Neb., are responsible for
having a licensed saloon in the town. But for these
six signatures the applicant could not have secured
the required number to obtain a license. And the
pastor of the church apologizes by stating that these
brethren thought it better to have a licensed saloon
than to have a ‘““hole in the wall”’ running without
a license, Legalizing wrong is a rather novel anti-
dote.

—The shallowness of the religion of State churches
is illustrated in the fact that a princess of the royal
family of Great Britain has gone over to the Greek
Church in compliance with the demand of the czar
as a condition of marriage with his son. Yet there
are many professed Protestants in this country who,
under the specious delusion of National Reform,

- would fain set up a State church here. They would
enforce the ‘“form of godliness’’ by the civil law,
thus “denying the power’’ of godliness without gov-
ernment aid. :

. —A writer in the Catholic News of July 4, in a most

gcathing manner, shows up the duphcity of Rev.
James M. King, D.D., “expounder and spokesman

.of the National League for the Protection of Ameri-
can Institutions.”” A speech of Mr. King in 1886 is
‘freely quoted, where he took strong ground in favor
of religious teaching in public schools at State ex-
pense. As representing the views of the Evangel-
ical Alliance, this address was presented to Senator
Blair’s fammous Committee on Xducation and Labor,
in 1889, in advocucy of the proposed Educational
Amendment to the Constitution.  Amongst other
strong statements is this: ‘“Secularized education is
a mignomer; it is no education at all; the verdict of
rankind in every age, under every civilization, is
agsinst it.”” But Mr. King, voicing the $entiment of
the National League, is now before the New York
Constitutional Convention, demandingschools with-
out any religion. In view of the many strong utter-
ances while advocating his former position, the
writcr in the News demands an explanation of Mr.
King’s present demand. The prohability is that he
has not really changed his views. The situation is
cxplainable by the fact that several Protestant de-

-nominations have been brought to see the error of
State support to deuominational schools through the
discouraging showing that Rome was distancing
them all combined in the race for State aid. Should
it come about that the Methodists, or even all Prot-

estants taken together, could outdo the Catholics in
the matter of securing State spoils, Mr. King's
former expressions would probably be resurrected.
But such a time will never come; Rome hasthe up-
per hand, and will keep it. Protestantism, under
whatever ‘‘league’” or “‘alliance,”” never will win the
victory in a political battle with the mistress of po-
litical religion. True Protestantism knows but one
effective weapon,—*‘the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God.”

SECULAR.
—A strange disease, resembling blood poisoning,
has cansed three deaths at Minerva, Ohio. )
—It is said that from 20,000 to 30,000 steerage pas-
sengers leave this country for Europe every month.
. —A Chinese leper has been discovered working
in a butcher’s shop in San Francisco’s ‘““‘Chinatown.”

—Fire destroyed 2,000 houses at Cottell, Bulgaria,

on the 28th inst., resulting in great privation to-

many people.
~—W. F. Morgan, a New York millionaire, is

obliged to answer in a New Jersey court for docking
the tails of his horses.

- —The Anglo-American Telegraph Company, on
the 28th inst., completed the laying of the largest
Atlantic cable yet put down.

—The governor of Hongkong reports that 120,000
persons have died from the plague that has been
prevalent in the Canton District.

—A quite large region of country in Finland is
said to have been invaded by bears, and Russian
troops have been sent to kill them.

—The U. 8. steamer Newark, flagship of the

| South American squadron, has gone to Cape Town,

South Africa, to be docked and cleaned.

—The Industrial Army, in camp at Roslyn, Va.,
opposite Washington, finding themselves in bad
straits, have issued an appeal to the public for aid.

—At midnight of the 27th inst.. at Mendota,
Minn,, a freight train was wrecked by strike sym-
pathizers, who pounded the engineer and fireman.

—Reports of oppressive heat come to us from the
East. On the 29th inst. there were eight cases of
Sli(]].lstl‘oke at New York, and fourteen at Philadel-
phia.

—Hon. James H. Mulligan, of Kentucky, the
newly appointed Consul General to Samoa, left San
Francisco on the Australian steamer Monowa: on
the 30th inst.

—The San Francisco Ezaminer has put into circu-
Iation a petition asking Congress for a foreclosure of
the government mortgage on the Central and Union
Pacific Railroads.

—A heavy rain fell in Central Illinois, on the 28th
inst., and 1t is said that crops of corn and other
produce are thus saved from destruction by the pre-
vailing heat and drought.

—ZEarly in the morning of the 29th inst., at Chi-
cago, a Burlington engine wag shattered by dynamiite,
which had been placed on the track. A special offi-
cer and switchman were also injured.

—General Miles’ report of strike matters in and
about Chicago, says that from July 7-12 there were
33 persons killed, 784 cars and locomotives burned or
wrecked, .and 122 cars overturned and more or less
damaged.

—A Denver dispatch of the 28th inst. says that
travelers from the East report widespread destruc-
tion of crops by hot winds, in Kansas and Nebraska.
The highways are thronged with disheartened set-
tlers moving eastward. .

.—A late Providence, R. L., dispatch states that the
city is fast becoming the Mecca for Chinamen de-
siring to marry white girls, and there is strong sus-
picion of the existence of a matrimonial bureau for
supplying the demand.

—=San Franciscans have decided to discard the big
street-sweeping machines, and to have the work
done by hand, thus giving employment to hundreds
of men. They say it will cost but little more, and
better work will make up the difference.

—Los Angeles and the region round about for a
considerable distance were startled by an earthquake
shock on the 29th inst. Several congregations of
worshipers were somewhat hastily dispersed. The
shock was felt from the sea as far east as Colton and
Mohave. i

—The Chilean Senate has passed an amnesty bill
which permits the return of all Balmacedists and
other exiles without distinction, and annuls the sen-
tences recently passed upon the former Balmacedist
ministers. No opposition is expected in the House
of Deputies. ’

—The California Prohibitionist makes this signifi-
cant comment on the strike: * If the good people
who have been so earnest in protecting railroad in-
terests and property the past two weeks, were one-
half as zealous in organizing to protect humanity
from the curse of thesaloon, the occasion for strikes
and strikers in a large sense would be ended.”

—1It is stated that the war is actually on between’
Japan and China in Corea, and that the Japs have
seized and hold the Corean king as a hostage. A
Chinese transport carrying 1,100 soldiers bound for
Corea, was sunk by a Japanese war vessel, and the
greater part of the soldiers drowned. The latest
advices state that the British Government is anx-
ious to bring about a settlement of the trouble, but
that Russia now seems indifferent. Chinese agents
are buying large quantities of arms in this country.

—Coxey at last advises his dupes, who have col-
lected in the vicinity of Washington City to the
number of about 1,500, to go into the city and al-
low themselves to be-arrested as vagrants, while he
returns to his home in Ohio to run for Congress.
Perhaps some day the laboring classes will learn that
the ambitious leaders of strikes and other foolish
uprisings only design to use their victims as stepping-
stones to personal notoriety—and perhaps they will
not. The lesson has long been written on the board
in very plain characters.

—*“General” Kelly, who led an Industrial Army
from this city to Washington City, has returned.
He says that he left his army of 1,200 men encamped
on a reservation opposite the Capitol, which is neu-
tral ground, and not subject to either the District of
Columbia or the State of Virginia. He expects to
raise other companies and take them where they
will in some way become a care on the general gov-
ernment instead of being a burden to the State.
His reason for so doing is that ‘‘the government
made these men paupers, and we want them to go
to the power that pauperized them.”

—The A. R. U. branch union of this city, after a
stormy session on the night of the 26th inst., de-
clared the strike off, by a vote of 187 to 147. A daily
newspaper that has in many ways encouraged the
strike, says: “The conservative friends of the strik-
ers urged them to declare the strike off two weeks
ago, but the leaders were determined to make a pro-
tracted fight, and their blind obstinacy has cost
many a man a chance to earn bread for his family.
Fully one hundred of the strikers, realizing that
their chances of getting back their positions were
very slim, have struck out in all directions looking
out for other employment.’

—Fred Funston, a government explorer who has
been engaged in Northern Alaska for two years,
wrote, under date of December 1, from Fort McPher-
son, McKenzie River, British Northwest Territory,
that he had been informed by the natives that six
whaling vessels from San Francisco were locked in
the ice near Herschel Island, in the Arctic Ocean.
Funston stated that he would return to the Rampart
House, on the Porcupine River, and about March 1
start for Herschel Island to look up the whalers.
His letter had to travel 2,000 miles on the Hudson
Bay Company’s dog sleds, to Quebec, and has just
been received in San Francisco.

—Destructive fires are reported in the Northwest.
On the 27th inst. the town of Phillips, in Price Co.,
Wis., was caught by gales of fire from a burning
forest, and almost entirely consumed. Thirteen
people were drowned in Elk Lake, while endeavor-
ing toescape. Three thousand people are left home-
less, and are appealing to other towns for help.
Several railroad bridges have been burned, and at
Ashland Junction a train of sixteen cars was burned,
having broken through a bridge. Near Oshkosh,
on the opposite side of the river, lumber and build-
ings to the value of $200,000 were destroyed. A
Grand Rapids dispatch says forest fires are raging

along the line of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St.

Paul, and the Green Bay and Minnesota Railroads.
At Chilton nine buildings wére burned on the 28th
inst. Fires are also said to be making destructive
headway near Iron Mountain, Mich., doing great
damage to standing pine. A heavy rain saved the
city of Duluth from imminent destruction. At
Brooklyn, Iowa, sixteen buildings, including the
post office, the Chronicle office, and the Powensheik
County Bank, were destroyed on the 28th inst.
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Evper M. C. WiLcox, editor of the Sians, on ac-
count of a long strain of overwork, has been obliged
to seek recuperation at the Rural Health Retreat,
8t. Helena. He left home on the 26th inst., and
after his arrival at the Retreat was laid up w1th a
high fever. But word received as we go to press
gives hope of a speedy recovery with needed rest.
Will the brethren remember him at the throne of
grace? W. N. G.

Tae Rev. J. M. Foster in the Christian Statesman
_of July 7 has an article on “Loyalty to Christ,’”’ in
w}uch one of the propositions for which he contends

, “The behever accepts Christ’s life as his model.”
Nom applylng this to the Sabbath question, which
day will he keep who accepts Christ’s life as his
model ?—The seventh day of the week, most as-
suredly. Jesus knew no other Sabbath, observed
no other taught no other. Loyalty to Christ de-
man(}s that we follow him, that we take his life as
our model. In this Mr. Foster speaks truly; but,
according to God’s word, following Christ will lead
us to observe the same day ‘and for the same reasons
which he did, namely, the seventh day of the week.

As A practical offset to the supposed benefits of
go-called beneficent societies and superfluous reli-
gxous combmatxons, we have General Kelly's state-
ment of the composition of the Industrial Army
which he recently led to Washington City. Of his

.1,200 men he says: “We have among us 73 Masons,
123 0dd Fellows, 76 Knights of Pythias, 28 Ancient
Order of United Workmen, 23 Red Men, 850 who
bear tradesmen’s cards, 150 Young Men’s Christian
Assocxatxon men,and a large number of Native Sons.”
It is also a prominent fact that hundreds of railroad
men who placed implicit confidence in the Ameri-
can Railway Union have, as a direct consequence,
been compelled to join the great army of unemployed.
And we have the Industrial Army itself, combined

gether for the more effectual enforcement of its
varied demands on the public. Yet, while ostensi-
bly seeking work, their leader says they are in sym-
pathy with the strikers, men who voluntarily gave
up work at the behest of their organization’s leaders.
This’ unemployed army, on the advice of their 1éad-
ers, would not accept work in the positions volun-

tarily made vacant by men of another combination,
though they saw that they could have made $4.00 a
day by going to work, Thus we have the evidence
that trust in man, or combinations of men, is simply
leaning upon a broken stick. ‘‘Commit thy way
unto the Lord; trust alsoin him; and he shall bring
it to pass.” Pa. 37:5.

P-4

A wrrTer in the Sydney (Australia) Telegraph, of
May 9, protests against raking up the old Sunday
lawe of Charles II. and George III. Some of the
prominent men and newspapers are taking a strong
stand against their enforcement, calling it by its
proper term,—persecution. One ofthe lawsis quoted
as an instance of what we might expect from the
code cast during the reign of Charles I.: “No car-
rier with any horse or horses; no wagon-man, with
ANy WAgon Or wWagons, nor car-man, with any car or
cart or carts, nor wain-man, with any wain, or
wains, nor drovers, with any cattle, shall, by them-
selves, or any other, travel on the Lord’s day, on
pain of twenty shillings.”” We have already given
a portion of one passed during the reign of Charles
II. Under the law of Queen Elizabeth’s time, and

under Charles L. also, people were fined for not at-_

tending church on Sundays. So the writer remarks:
“There is plenty of ammunition for narrow-mninded
zealots to shoot at their quiet-going neighbors with.
The only question is, How long will the great body
of the people stand such nonsense?’’ He advocates
a short repealing code, which should include all the
antiquated legislative rubbish relating to the ques-
tions in dispute. But we apprehend that no such
repealing code will pass. The ministers in large
force are howling fora rigid enforcement of all these
laws, and they will doubtless accomplish their ob-
ject. Like the National Reformers in America,
they boast that they control politics and politicians,
and that their wishes must be heeded. So, like
Pilate of old, the politicians, in order to save them-
gelves, will grant their requests, and Christ will
again be crucified in the persons of his saints.

The Strike and the Sabbath.—The recent rail-
way strike has aroused anew the zeal of the Sunday-
law advocates. Rev. W. W. Case, of the Howard
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, San Francisco,
as reported in the Chronicle of July 16, declared that
“they [the railway companies] have done more to
overthrow one of the pillars of God Almighty than
any other influence, and that pillar is, ‘Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’”’ This is a similar
strain to many others which have been heard
throughout the length and breadth of the land; and
yet it would be well if these learned divines would

but ask themselves the question whether they them-.

selves are not doing more to overthrow this very
pillar than are even the railway companies, when
they teach that the seventh day means the first day,
virtually gsaying to the people that God does not
mean what he says. We had purposed in this num-
bér to write more fully upon this point, but this we
shall have to defer until a later time. We wish to
present just what Go1lin his word predicted eight-
een centuries ago concerning this very movement,
just how it was foretold over forty years ago that
this very thing which we now see before us would
take place, and how many of these champions for
Sunday observance are fulfilling the prophecy. We
believe most heartily in Sabbath observance, true
Sabbath observance. We believe in doing just what
the Lord said, ‘“Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy; ”’ but God has not made holy the first day
of the week, and we cannot keep holy that which
he has not made holy, nor can man be compelled
by civil law to keep any day holy. The civil law
can in no way aid one in keeping holy the Sabbath

"day. That can be done ouly by the sanctifying

power of the Spirit of Christ in the heart.

Just Whbat We Believe.—It has been stated in
an exchange that Seventh-day Adventists hold to
the view that work on six days of the week is man-
; datory, that this is unscriptural, and that therefore

-

the persecution which comes upon them because of
working on Sunday is really a persecution on account
of error which they hold. This view of the case,
that labor on six days of the week is mandatory, has
been stated, and as to that we will not now discuss

_it; but there is a far deeper reason underlying the

work of Seventh-day Adventists on the first day of
the week. In the first place, they hold that the
only Sabbath of the Bible is the seventh day of the
week, and that the first-day sabbath is a counter-
feit, a usurper, a change which the “man of sin”
hag sought to make in God’s law, and which change
this ‘““man of sin’’ holds to be a sign of his power.
No Seventh-day Adventist who did not work on the
other five working days would feel called upon to

‘work on Sunday to show his contempt for the day,

or to spite his first-day brethren; but to work the
other five days and rest upon that day, because it is
required by law, either ecclesiastical or civil, is to
pay homage to the power from whence the first-day
sabbath sprung. ' In other words, it is the worship
of the beast, to himi. It is with him a matter of
consciénce, because #o recognize the day is to recog-
nize the power which gave the day. No true Sab-
bath keeper should work on Sunday simply to spite
or defy someone else, and we know of none who do.
On the other hand, no law has a right to demand
that any man, after working five of the working
days and observing the Sabbath according to the
commandment, should also cease from work on the
first day of the week. It is not the mere matter of
working six days of the week, although that is an
absolute necessity to many a poor man, it is the
matter of recognizing the two powers, which stands
behind the two Sabbaths. The comimmandment
plainly gives man six days in which. to do his own
work, and no earthly power, civil or ecclesiastical,
hasaright todeprive him of his God-given privilege.

Tar old Overland Monthly magazine,started by Bret
Harte in the sixties, is still the only literary maga-
zine published on the Pacific Coast. It had fora
short time what bade fair to be a formidable compet-
itor in the California Magazine; but as that publica- -
tion’s financial backing was one of the fraudulent
transactions that carried down the two McDonald
banks in San Francisco, of course it went down
with the wreck. Now the Overland takes on new
life, and its publishers point with pride to its success.
Subscription price, $3.00 a year; single numbers, 25
cents. Overland Monthly Publishing Co., San Fran-
cisco.
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