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THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 

• 	DIVINE HEALING. 

HE sight of the pool of Bethesda, even 
in a picture, must inspire many sacred 
imaginings, and to the invalid bring 

more or less of hope, according to the meas-
ure of his faith in a real present, personal 
Christ. In common thought and speech a 
distinction which is unwarrantable is made 
between "divine healing" and the cure of 
disease. God is accredited with the one, 
while the physician, or the nostrum, is given 
the honor for the other. The one is called 

• natural, while the other is supposed to be so 
4  supernatural as to 

be not quite re-
spectable or safe. 

But there is no 
cure that is not 
healing, and no 
healing that is 
not of God. Jesus 
said, "All power 
is given unto Me 
in heaven and in 

A  earth," and Paul 
repeated the same 
truth when he 
said, " There is 

h 
no power but of 
God; " hence all 
the power by, 
which disease is 
abated or cured 

• is of God, and 
has been from 
the beginning of 
its first symptoms 
until now. This 
curative power is 
also always man- 

* ifested in and 
through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and 
without Him it has 
no manifestation. It is revealed in the indi-
vidual in proportion to the man's reception of 
and agreement with the life that is itself of God. 

Health or disease is a question of more or 
less life; and, since Christ is the life, it follows 
that physical conditions depend on a more or 

4 less perfect acceptance of, or agreement with, 
Him. Poor health means a limited Christ—
a Christ misunderstood, received unworthily, 
with scant welcome, or altogether repudiated. 
To repudiate Christ one does not necessarily 
call himself an infidel. He may be known as 
a good Christian, and might most positively 
assert that he loves the Lord, and is accepting 
even his sickness from His hand as 	'strange 
dispensation of Providence." And it would 
be rightly characterized as strange—so for- 

eign to God that it could not come from 
Him. 

Christ is more than a name, and to be a 
Christian is more than a profession. Christ 
has a character made up of certain principles 
that are eternal, and to take Him, one must 
take every principle which He has, just as fast 
as it is revealed to him. To be a Christian is 
to accept in one's self that Christ is right and 
true and good, and to give Him undisputed 
possession of all that is His own in us. This, 
of course, includes a perfect acknowledgment 
of the claim which He makes upon the human 
body as His dwelling-place, and  of  His right 

to co-operation in fitting it up after His own 
ideal, and of our consent that He shall control 
all its functions and processes. 

He requires that the principle of life shall 
dominate these functions, that everything which 
tends to death, which would clog or break down 
the structure, shall be ruled out of practise; 
that all the machinery shall be kept in place, 
and given room in which to operate; and that 
all the friction (which is simply contradiction) 
shall be utterly destroyed. 

"Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. . . . 
Behold, thou art made whole; sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come upon thee," are the sig-
nificant words left upon record in the Bethesda 
narrative, to indicate that absolute obedience to 
the Word or law of God is the condition of 

faith. True, " faith healing " involves first of 
all faith in Christ, and in the authority of His 
life in the human body; of His right to rule 
in and reign over every physical as well as 
mental and spiritual operation; of His right 
to determine the food with which the man shall 
be nourished; what principles shall control his 
clothing, his breathing, his duelling, his exer-
cise and labor; and how he shall relate himself 
to people, and things in general, in, the world. 
It is unquestionably reasonable that the Word 
of God should be accepted as the rule and 
guide of all life, because of the conditions 
upon which life exists. 

Sickness is lack 
of adjustment to, 
and failure to rec-
ognize and obey, 
the authority and 
power of life. It 
is to man what a 
bruise or break is 
to a branch of the 
vine,—it limits its 
hold on life. The 
broken branch may 
draw, by a little 
sliver of the wood 
fiber and.  bark by 
which it hangs, a 
small portion of 
sap—just enough 
to keep it from 
actual death, but 
it is at best un-
sightly, and can 
not be tolerated 
very long. It 
must wholly abide 
in the vine, or 
soon be entirely 
broken off and 
thrown into the 
brush heap. 

The root of the 
vine is the. depository of the life current. It 
does not hold anything which can produce 
breakage or decay. These all come from out-
side causes. The power by which we are 
healed and kept in health is the abiding Spirit. 
He has no sin, no sickness, no infirmity to 
give. These have no part in Him, and come 
from things with which he is in constant con-
troversy, and which he has determined to 
overcome. The medium by which the Spirit 
works to overcome evil. in any soul is the 
Word; and as we deal with the Word, we deal 
with Him. Reject the Word, and you grieve 
the Spirit; and to grieve the Holy Spirit is to 
interrupt the flow of life, to bind a ligature 
about the body of the member of Christ, which 
you are. Wind a thread about your finger, 
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and learn the lesson which it teaches. You 
are as the finger on the hand of Christ. The 
unbelief and disobedience by which you grieve 
the Holy Spirit are as the ligature, and cut 
into the circulation of life between you and 
Christ, so that congestion (which is selfish-
ness), and pain, decay, suppuration, must result 
unless the ligature is removed in time by a 
cheerful acceptance of the Word and will of 
God in all things. 

Perfect health in body and mind and spirit 
would be an endorsement by the Spirit of God 
of the consecration to Christ, and intelligent 
obedience to principle, of the individual man. 

God does not heal a man by any arbitrary 
exercise of power, but by teaching him how to 
understand His Word and will, how to work 
with the Spirit, how to prevent the bruises, 
breakages, and ligatures such as intercept the 
flow of life. 

Through wrong ways of living, through the 
inheritance of sin, one may find himself in a 
condition so desperate that even after he has 
become enlightened and has accepted what he 
knows of truth,—has done all that he can 
do to live right,—he is still so far from health 
that death, • or long invalidism, seems inev-e  
itable. He may have given all unquestion-
ably into the hands of God, but he may 
be yet like the poor man at the Pool of 
Bethesda, with no one to help him into the 
pool, while his own best efforts are apparently 
thwarted at every turn. But his case is not 
hopeless, for Jesus is just as truly the healer 
to-day as then. As then, He works by means, 
--by the simple, natural, common things that 
lie all , about us, and by the practical faith 
which we use every moment of our lives. 

" Will thou be made whole ?" He asks, for 
the will to be whole must be in the individual 
himself. 

" Wilt thou be made whole?" Not simply 
made free from pain and that awful sense of 
physical discomfort, weakness, and incapacity, 
but whole, whole, WHOLE, in body, mind, and 
spirit. You can not be whole, even if your 
body seems perfectly sound, as long as a sin-
ful thought or purpose lurks in the mind. If 
the will is still set to do evil, a man can not will 
to be made whole. If you so will to be made 
whole that you surrender all of self, all of ap-
petite, all of ambition, and will be only as an 
instrument in the hands of God, then to you 
comes the command: " Rise, take up thy bed, 
and walk. . . . Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee." 

Many injudicious people hinder when they 
would help the suffering, because they are not 
informed as to the conditions of healing. 
They have caught a superficial notion that if 
any one is sick, and can be worked up into 
a condition of faith, he must necessarily be 
healed; and they visit the sick, and urge the 
"prayer of faith " upon them. Many are led 
into this snare; and grievous disappointment 
and much injury to faith and courage are the 
result. 

The " prayer of faith" can not be put on or 
worked up for the occasion. It is the deep 
breathing of the Spirit, who not only knows 
all about the use we will make of strength and 
health if it is granted, but that "also helpeth 
our infirmities; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which can not be uttered; " and any prayer 
for healing that is not first prayed within by 
the abiding Spirit, who knows all that has 
passed in that soul's secret counsel as well as 
in heaven concerning it, will be simply of the 
lips, and can not be answered, for it is no 
prayer—only a miserable makeshift and pre-
tense. Any prayer that the Spirit breathes  

within us will be answered. That is the pre-
vailing prayer of the righteous,—the only 
righteous One, but which, with the righteous-
ness of Christ, may be imputed to us because 
in our helpless unrighteousness we yet love and 
believe in Him. 

When the Spirit of God in a sick man.  
knows that he will do right provided .he is 
given the knowledge and power so to do, be 
will by the Word teach him how, .and give 
him the requisite power, and will then begin 
to breathe the prayer of healing faith all 
through him. Then " let him call' for the 
elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if 
he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him." 

The motion to send for the elders of the 
church should always come from the sick one, 
without suggestion from outside; for no one 
can know when he is in such condition that 
the Spirit can breathe within him the, healing 
prayer; and the Spirit should be left to do His 
work unhindered in every soul. All efforts to 
help should be such as to lead to the faith of 
Jesus and to loyalty to His Word. When 
these abound in any man, the Spirit can be 
trusted to do the rest. 

"Surely He hath borne our sicknesses; " 
hence we need no longer carry them ourselves. 
We have in Christ the same right to be free 
from our infirmities as from the pollution of 
our sins. 	 MRS. S. M. I. HENRY. 

"ASK, AND YE .SHALL RECEIVE." 

4 4 	SK, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you; for every one 

that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened." 

God stands back of every promise He has 
made. He has given us the privilege of com-
ing to Him, and we need not fear of wearying 
Him. In order to inspire us with assurance 
and confidence, Christ says: "What man is 
there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will 
he give him a stone ? or if he ask a fish, will he 
give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your chil-
dren, how much more shall your Father which 
is in heaven give good things to them that ask 
Him ?" 

God desires us to believe these promises; He 
desires us to come before him with earnestness 
and assurance, to tell Him all about our neces- 
sities. 	Christ has given His life to make it 
possible for the human family to have another 
trial, to form such characters that the Lord can 
make them His sons and daughters, members 
of the royal family, children of the heavenly 
King. We must not doubt the Word of prom-
ise. We have the Word of God, and, like the 
importunate widow, we are to plead for His 
blessing, for power to live as the children of 
God. 

As workers together with God, Christ's dis-
ciples are to represent the character of their 
Redeemer. Christ says: "Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go 
unto My Father. And whatsoever ye shall 
ask in My name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask anything in My name, I will do it. 
. 	. . And I will pray the Father, and He 
shall give you another Comforter, that He may 
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth;  

whom the world can not receive, because it 
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye 
know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. I will not leave you comfort-
less; I will come to you. Yet a little while, 
and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see 
Me; because I live, ye shall live also." 

But there are conditions to the fulfilment of♦ 
these promises. " If ye love Me," Fre says, 
"keep My commandments." " He that bath 
My commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall 
be loved of My Father, and I will love him, 
and will manifest Myself to him." Those who 
bring their petitions to God, claiming. that His 
promise has been made for them, while they 
do not comply with the conditions, insurt Jeho-
vah. They bring the name of Christ as their 
authority for the fulfilment of the promise, but 
they do not those things by which they show 
their love and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Many have forfeited, and are forfeiting, their 
conditions of acceptance with the Father. We 
need to closely examine the deed of trust 
wherewith we approach God. If we are diso-
bedient, we bring to the Lord a note to be 
cashed, when we have not fulfilled our part of 
the contract. We complain that our check is 
not honored, when it is a forged check. We 
approach God with His promises, and ask Him 
to fulfil them, when by so doing He would dis-
honor His name. 

The promise is, "If ye abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you." And 
John declares: "Hereby we do know -that we 
know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in.  him. But whoso keepeth His Word, in 
him verily is the love of God perfected; hereby 
know we that we are in Him. He that saith 
he abideth in Him ought himself also so to 
walk, even as He walked." 

The conditions are plainly stated, and those 
who read the Word need make no mistake. 
If we will prove ourselves true and faithful, the 
Lord will comply with the conditions He has 
made. Those who are doers' of the Word give 
evidence that they are believers of the Word. 
They will have strong consolation because of 
the promises made, and in confidence will lay 
hold on eternal life. 

There is a phase of this subject which is too 
often lost sight of, but it is of consequence to 
every soul who would seek the Lord in prayer. ,,g1 
Have you been honest with your God?. Search 
carefully; for the Lord says to His church and 
to every individual, "I know thy works." 
Everything is known to God. All is open to 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do, 
and He says: "Even from the days of your 
fathers ye are gone away from Mine ordi-
nances, and have not kept them. • Return unto 
Me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord 
of hosts. 	But ye said, Wherein shall we 
return." 

Spiritual blindness comes upon men when 
they choose their own way, and venture to 
transgress the commandments of God. God 
has given men His ordinances to keep them in 
harmony with His ways and will, that God 
may co-operate with man, and man with God, 
in advancing His kingdom in the world. The 
Lord has given in trust to man everything 
which he calls his own, and He claims a certain 
portion of this for Himself. This is the return 
that man is to make to his God, to sustain the 
ministers whom the Lord has appointed to 
give the message of mercy to a fallen world. 
The watchmen upon the walls of Zion must be 
provided for in no haphazard manner. The 
Lord has intrusted the advancement and up- 
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building of His kingdom to His sentinels, and 
they must do their appointed work. They 
must be faithful in their ministry, speaking the 
words that God has given them. • The message 
is to be borne to the people: " Return unto 
Me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord 

# of hosts. . . . Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse; for ye have robbed 
Me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the 

• tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in Mine house; and prove Me now here-
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out 

ik  a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
Pir 	to receive it." 

Through His servant God declares: "Be-
hold, I will send My Messenger, and He shall 
prepare the way before Me; and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His 
temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in; behold, He shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. And who may abide 
the day of His coming? and who shall stand 
when He appeareth ? for He is like a refiner's 
fire, and like fullers' soap; and He shall sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver; and He shall 
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 

• gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleas-
ant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and 
as in former years." 

These preparations must be made by all who 
• expect to receive anything of the Lord. Even 

those who worship idols make special prepara-
tions, and bring their gifts to the altar, before 
they ask their gods to do for them the things 
that they desire. And shall those who believe 
in God, the living. God, approach Him with 
little reverence and in human superiority? 
Shall they be like the Pharisee, who praised 
and adored himself, and in his pride and self-
sufficiency depreciated those whom he regarded 
as sinners? The Lord will not hear the 
prayers of such. 

If the Lord were as fitful, as impulsive, as 
changeable, as human beings are, those who 
show such fruits of unrighteousness would be 
consumed in their sins; but the Lord bears 
long with the perversity of men. He is con-
stantly reproving them through His Word, con-
stantly drawing them, that they may repent 
and be converted, that He may heal them. 
Few consider that it is a solemn thing to pray. 
How few watch unto prayer, and seek to speak 
and act in harmony with their prayers ! The 
apostle Paul says: "Work out your own salva-
tion with fear and trembling. For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
of His good-pleasure." 

Christ seeks to keep before our minds the 
course our heavenly Father pursues toward 
His obedient children, in delaying to answer 
their prayers. God would not have His peo-
ple give up in discouragement if their prayers 
are not at once answered. He wants them to 
search their own hearts carefully, and with hu-
mility of mind. Have they used the talent of 
speech, given them to offer praise and thanks-
giving to God, in hurting or discouraging any 
of God's children? Have they used the pre-
cious gift of God, the voice, to wound the soul 
of saint or sinner? If they have done this, let 
them put things right, let them remove the 
poisonous sting. These efforts to preserve 
Christian love and unity are essential to a pre-
paredness to come before God in faith and con-
fidence, to seek Him with all the heart. 

The Word exhorts us, " Let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath." Make confession to 
the ones you h:Ive inj'In,cd. If others manifest  

wrong feelings toward you, or have injured 
you, carry them some token of regard. Tell 
them that you do not want anything of conten-
tion or division to exist between you; for this 
dishonors God. Then, tho you may not be 
able to soften the heart of the one who has 
wronged you, tho your kindness may be re-
pulsed, you have done your duty, and God 
will bless you. He will give you His peace of 
mind and His grace. He will increase your 
trust in Him. Then you can bring your offer-
ing to God. Bring soul and voice and being 
to His altar, to be used to glorify Him, and 
He will accept the offering. 

MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

THEN I SHALL BE SATISFIED. 

WHEN the self within me is o'erthrown 
And my Saviour rules my heart alone, 
When His matchless love, and every grace, 
Have into His likeness changed my face, 
Till this sinful world, beholding me, 
Only Jesus' image there can see— 

Then I shall be satisfied. 

When I'm free from every taint of sin, 
Purged every stain it had left within, 
When from the bondage of sin I'm free, 
Through faith in Him who died for me, 
When the tempter can entice no more, 
And the battles of life at last are o'er— 

Then I shall be satisfied. 

When my Saviour comes to ransom me, 
And I'm robed in immortality, 
When with the sleeping saints I rise 
And receive from Him " th' eternal prize," 
When o'er death my triumph is complete, 
And my Lord with praises loud I greet — 

Then I shall be satisfied 

When I stand upon the sea of glass, 
When through the gates of pearl I pass, 
When my Father's face in peace I see, 
When I've plucked the fruit from life's fair tree, 
And have drunk my fill from life's clear stream, 
Life's joys no more a passing dream— 

Then, yes, then, I shall be satisfied. 
J. 0. BEARD. 

Bailey, Iowa. 

• -• 

UNDER WHICH KING ? 

AN ancient and 'devout writer observes 
that while he found many who could 
recite the Ten Commandments, he met 

few who kept them; and among Christian 
people it seemed to him that the number was 
not large who could truly say that they kept 
those two commandments on which Christ 
said "hang all the law and the prophets." 
He therefore arranged in order ten other com-
mandments, which he says those who read them 
may call 

THE  DEVIL'S TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

I. Live to thyself.  Mind thine own Things. This 
is the first and great Commandment, on which all 
the rest hang, and to which •they serve, and is the 
same as, Be Mine own god. 

II. Let thy Will be thy Law. Thou art thine own, 
thy Tongue is thine own, thy Time is thine own;.thy 
Estate is thine own; mayst thou not do what thou 
wilt with thine own ? 

III. Make the best of the Time present, and of 
present Things. Lose not a Certainty for Uncertain-
ties; Who knows what may be hereafter ?  Eat  and 
drink, for To-morrow thou diest. Be merry while 
thou mayst, spend while thou hast it, make Hay 
while the Sun shines. 

IV. Stand fast in the Liberties of thy flesh. Come 
not into  Bondage. Be not a Slave to a strict Life, 
when thou mayst use thine own Liberty. 

V. Continue in Sin because Grace hath abounded. 
Christ died for Sinners; God is merciful; Why 
shouldst thou then fear to take thy Course? 

VI. Do as others do. Go along with the Multitude, 
fashion thyself to the Times, be not singular; why 
shotildst thou think thyself wiser than others? 

VII. Do no more religion than needs. Be not  

righteous overmuch. Be not overforward; a little 
Faith, a little Repentance will serve thy Turn. 

VIII. Do uot trouble thyself about small Offenses. 
Thoughts are free, Words are but Things of Course. 
What Man is there that lives and sins not? Why 
shouldst thou keep such ado about thy Sins, are 
they not little Ones ? 

IX. Be not overhasty. If thou must repent, it is 
Time enough yet; torment not thyself before thy 
Time. When thou art old, thou wilt have little else 
to do; be not old whilst thou art young. 

X. Trust God with thy Soul rather than Man 
with Thy Body.  Choose Iniquity rather than Afflic-
tion  and Self-Denial. Venture no farther in Matters 
of Religion than thou mayst with Safety. 

If one were to make a study of all who 
profess to be Christians and call themselves 
such, and attempt after these investigations to 
draw out the principles that control them, which 
would be the more likely to tabulate, the Ten 
Commandments promulgated from Sinai, or 
those which the ancient writer deduced from 
the conduct of most of those who surrounded 
him ? 

If the churches were keeping the command-
ments of God, could the church and the 
world be on such easy terms ? 

When pastor and people have forgotten their 
baptismal vows; when the vain pomp and glory 
of the world are sought, and the pride of life 
and lusts of the flesh are no longer abhorrent 
in their eyes; when together they are at ease 
in Zion, they may flatter each other into the 
belief that they are true disciples of Christ. 
They may even invent names to disguise to 
themselves their mutual impiety; their dead-
ness they may call sobriety; their extravagance 
in surrounding themselves with luxuries they 
may style liberality; their quietness while their 
children and neighbors are neglecting God, 
they may characterise as reserve, or even fancy 
it to be faith in God that He will surely bring 
them in; their lack of interest in those of lower 
station they may describe as dignified self-
respect; their covetousness they may regard 
as a prudent economy; and their irresponsive-
ness to what would stir emotion, the result of 
refinement; their objection to zealous efforts 
to awaken them, they may term opposition to 
religious frenzy. 

Such characters were numerous in Christ's 
time. While there were a few who kept the 
commandments of God, the majority were 
running in the way of Satan's commandments. 
It was so when Wesley began his mission, and 
the victims of the great delusion through-
out Great Britain and Ireland repelled and 
persecuted him. 

Is it not possible, and even probable, that 
many of His followers are to-day walking in 
the way of more than one of the command-
ments which originate in the author of all evil? 

But " who art thou that judgest another? " 
It is a question for each to ask himself. Every 
man should ponder these commandments. If 
to his conscience and to his God he can truly 
say that such thoughts are foreign to his nature, 
that once he was under their domination, 
"but grace hath set him free," then may he 
rejoice and press forward. 

But if he must acknowledge that he is 
living unto himself and not unto Christ, he is 
spiritually dying if not already dead, and should 
hasten to do his first works over again. For 
every one who is not living "soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this present world," is 
receiving his orders, not from the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, but from the prince 
of this world, "the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience."—New  York 
Christian Advocate. 

THERE are some men whose enemies are 
to be pitied much, and their friends more.—
Charles Caleb Colton. 
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BOND-SERVANTS AND FREEMEN. 

Gal. 4 : 7-31; 5 : 1. 

THE fifth chaper of Galatians contains a 
great deal of personal matter which is in-
teresting as showing the apostle Paul's 

zeal and tenderness, but which for the purpose 
of our study may be summarized in a few 
words. The thirteenth verse lets us know that 
he was in great bodily affliction when he first 
preached the Gospel to the Galatians, and the 
fifteenth verse seems to indicate that his eyes 
were specially affected. His deep affliction 
may have had much to do with the vigor 
with which he preached the Gospel to them, 
causing them to see Christ crucified; for he 
tells us: "Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake; 
for when I am weak, then am I strong."  2  Cor. 
12 : 9, to. We see that the brethren had con-
ceived a deep love for him, because of the 
blessedness which they experienced through 
his preaching, and to this he appeals. He 
assures them that in their departure from the 
faith they have not injured him at all; he is 
not troubled over their disaffection towards 
him, but over their falling away from Christ. 

With this introduction we may proceed with 
the study, beginning with verse 7, the one 
with which we closed our last week's lesson, 
and skipping from verse i i to verse 21. 

The Scripture. 

" Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ. Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye 
did service unto them which by nature are no gods. 
But now, after that ye have known God, or rather 
are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again 
to be in bondage ? Ye observe days, and months, 
and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have 
bestowed upon you labor in vain. . . . Tell me, 
ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear 
the law ? For it is written, that Abraham had two 
sons, the one by -a bond-maid, the other by a free-
woman. But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. Which things are an allegory; for these 
are the two covenants: the one from the Mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 
For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answer-
eth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage 
with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, 
Rejoice, thou barren that barest not; break forth and 
cry, thou that travailest not; for the desolate hath 
many more children than she which hath an hus-
band. Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the 
children of promise. But as then he that was born 
after the flesh persecuted him that was born after 
the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what saith 
the Scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son; for the son of the bondwoman shall not be 
heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, 
but of the free. Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of bondage." Gal. 
4 : 7-31; 5 : 1. 

Heathen Bondage.—"At that time, not 
knowing God, ye were in bondage to them 
which by nature are no gods." Gal. 4 : 8, 
R.V. The Galatians had been heathen, wor-
shiping idols, in bondage to horrible and de-
grading superstitions.. Bear in mind that this 
bondage is the same as that which is spoken 
of in the preceding chapter, — they were 
"shut up" under the law. It was the very  

same bondage in which all unconverted per-
sons are, for in the second and third chapters 
of Romans we are told that " there is no 
difference; for all have sinned." The Jews 
themselves, who did not know the Lord by 
personal experience, were in the same bond-
age,—the bondage of sin. " Every one that 
committeth sin is the bond-servant of sin." 
John 8 : 34, R. V. And "he that committeth sin 
is of the devil." i John 3 :8. " The things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God." i Cor. t o : 20.  But we 
ourselves once walked "according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience" (Eph. 2 :2); and we 
" were aforetime foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful, hating one another" 
(Titus 3 : 3, R. V. ). So we also were "in bondage 
to them which by nature are no gods." The 
meaner the master, the worse the bondage. 
What language can depict the horror of being 
in bondage to corruption itself? 

In Love with Bondage.—" Now that ye 
have come to know God, or rather to be 
known of God, how turn ye back again to the 
weak and beggarly rudiments, whereunto ye 
desire to be in bondage over again ?" Is it 
not strange that men should be in love with 
chains? Christ has proclaimed " liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound" (Isa. 61 : t), saying 
to the prisoners, "Go forth," and to them 
that are in darkness, " Show yourselves" 
(Isa. 49:9); yet men who have heard these 
words, and have actually come forth, and have 
seen the light of " the Sun of Righteousness," 
and have tasted the sweets of liberty, actually 
turn round and go back into their prison, 
submit to be bound with their old chains, even 
fondling them, and labor away at the hard 
treadmill of sin. Who has not had something 
of that experience ? It is no fancy picture. 
It is a fact that men can come to love the 
most revolting things, even death itself; for 
Wisdom says, "All they that hate Me love 
death." Prov. 8 :36. In reading the Epistle 
to the Galatians, we are reading a perfectly 
human experience. Would that to every reader 
it might be his own experience to the end of the 
book. Let us not stop here. 

Observing Heathen Customs.—" Ye observe 
days, and months, and times, and years." 
This was an evidence of their bondage. "Ah," 
says some one, " they had gone back to the 
old Jewish Sabbath; that was the bondage 
against which Paul would warn us!" How 
strange it is that men have such an insane 
hatred of the Sabbath which the Lord Himself 
gave to the Jews in common with all other 
people on the earth, that they will seize upon 
one word that they can turn against it, altho in 
order to do so they must shut their eyes to all 
the words that are around it. Anybody who 
reads the Epistle to the Galatians, and thinks 
as he reads, must know that the Galatians 
were not Jews. They had been converted 
from heathenism. Therefore previous to their 
conversion they had never had anything to do 
with any religious custom that was practised 
by the Jews. They had nothing whatever in 
common with the Jews. Consequently, then 
they turned again to the "weak and beggarly  

elements," to which they were willing  again to 
be in bondage, it is evident that they were 
going a good deal farther back than to any 
Jewish practise. They were going back to 
their old heathen customs. " But were not the 
men who were perverting them Jews ? "—Yes, 
they were. But remember this one thing, 
when you seek to turn a man away from 
Christ to some substitute for Christ, you can 
not tell where he will end. You can not make 
him stop just where you want him to. If a 
converted drunkard loses faith in Christ, he 
will take up his drinking habits as surely as 
he lives, even tho the Lord may have taken 
the appetite away from him. So when these 

truth of the Gospel " as it is in Christ—suc-
"false brethren "—Jewish opposers of " the 

4 
ceeded in seducing the Galatians from Christ, 
they could not get them to stop with Jewish 
ceremonies. No; they inevitably drifted back 
to their old heathen superstitions. 

Forbidden Practises.—Read the tenth verse 
again, and then turn to Deut. 18 : to and read: 
"There shall not be found among you any 
one that maketh his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire, or that useth divination, 
or an observer of time, or an enchanter, or a 
witch." Now read what the Lord says to the 
heathen who would shield themselves from just 
judgment that is about to come upon them: • 

`Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy coun-  
• 

sels. Let now the astrologers, the star-gazers, 	
4 the monthly firognosticators,  stand up, and save 

thee from these things that shall come upon 
thee." Isa. 47 :13. Here we see that the 
very things to which the Galatians were return-
ing, were forbidden by the Lord when He 
brought Israel out of Egypt. .Now we might 
as well say that when God forbade these things 
He was warning the Israelites against keeping 
the Sabbath as to say that Paul was upbraiding 
the Galatians for keeping it, or that he had any 
reference to it whatever. God forbade these 
things at the very time when He gave the 
commandment concerning Sabbath-keeping. 
So far back into their old ways had the Ga-
latians gone that Paul was afraid lest all his 
labor on them had been in vain. 

Desiring to be Under the Law.—"  Tell me, 
, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 

hear the law ?" After what we have already 
had, there will be no one to come with the 

4 
objection that to be under the law can not be a 
very deplorable condition, else the Galatians 
would not have desired to be under it. Ah, 
" there is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death" ! Prov. 14 :25. How many there are 
who love ways that everybody except them-
selves can see are leading them direct to death; 
yes, there are many who, with their eyes wide . 
open to the consequences of their course, will 
persist in it, deliberately choosing " the pleas-
ures of sin for a sea'son," rather than length 
of days! To be " under the law " of God is to 
be condemned by it as a sinner chained and 
doomed to death, yet many millions besides 
the Galatians have loved the condition, and 
still love it. Ah, if they would only hear 
what it says ! " He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear." 

What Saith the Law ? "—It saith, " Cast 
out the bondwoman and her son; for the son 
of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the 
son of the freewoman." To what place shall 
the wicked bond-servant be cast out ?—" Into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." " For, behold, the day 
cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
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leave them neither root nor branch." There-
fore, " remember ye the law of Moses My 
servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb 
for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments." 
Mal. 4 : I, 4. All who are under the law, 
whether they be called Jews or Gentiles, 
Christians or Mohammedans, are in bondage 
to Satan,—in the bondage of transgression and 
sin,—and are to be cast out. " Every one 
that committeth sin is the bond-servant of sin. 
And the bond-servant abideth not in the house 
forever; the son abideth forever." Thank God, 
then, for "the adoption of sons." 

E. J. WAGGONER. 
(Continued next week.) 

MYSTERY SERIES. No. 3. 

The Mystery of God's Eternal Purpose. 

A PLAN of such magnitude as that by 
which God was manifested in flesh, for 
the purpose of restoring life and light to 

man, must have been carefully prepared. Was 
it designed in the midst of some unexpected 
occurrence? Was it the product of after-
thought consequent upon the fall of man? 
These are questions always discussed in con-
nection with a study of the prescience and 
discernment of Him who rules the universe. 
It must be that He who is mighty in wisdom 
(Job 36 :5), and knows the end from the be-
ginning (Isa. 46 :1o), well understood the 
needs of the future, and so prepared such a 
plan for the creation of a world of intelligences 
as would cover every emergency ever likely 
to arise. 

In the unfolding of this marvelous plan, One 
stood in the presence of Jehovah who had 
been with Him from the very beginning of His 
way., He was Wisdom, who, before the moun-
tains were brought forth, or the clouds were 
established in the firmament, was constantly in 
the presence of the Most High, as One.  brought 
up with Him. Prov. 8 :14-30. His name was 
called Wonderful, Counselor, and the mighty 
God. Isa. 9:6. He was the Word, who was 

• with God in the beginning, and was God, by 
whom all things were made. John I: 1-3. 
All things were not only made by Him, but 
for Him, as well; everything was His by right 
of creation. Col. I :15,16. Yet this same 

• Word afterward became flesh, and dwelt among 
men as the Saviour of the world. John I :14. 

• It is therefore plain that every detail of God's 
eternal purpose concerning creation as well as 
redemption, was intrusted to the authority and 
might of Christ. Every minute arrangement 
was perfected before the word was spoken 

lit which called the world into being. Before its 
founding, Christ was set apart as a lamb to be 
slain for a lost world. I Peter I :19, 20; Rev. 
13:8. Through the might of Christ dwelling 
in men to control their every action, were they 
to be holy and without blame before God in 
love. Eph. 1:4 , 5. 

There was good reason for all this minute 
preparation. Even while the plan for carrying 
out the purpose of God was being perfected 

• between Father and Son, a dark plot was brew-
ing in heaven itself; confusing sentiments were 
being quietly disseminated. One who had 
stood high in the councils of heaven was har-
boring thoughts of rebellious discontent, which 
led him to say in his heart, " I will exalt my 
throne above the *stars of God." Not being 
satisfied with the position assigned him, his 
ambition led him to attempt the  exaltation of 
himself above his associates, even to the high-
est place under God. He therefore said, "I 
will be like the Most High." Isa. 14:12-14. 

He who knew the end from the beginning  

was fully aware of this ill-concealed tendency. 
He foresaw the deplorable trials and sufferings 
that the development of these vaned senti- 
ments were sure to entail upon all who should 
come under their influence. It was not pos- 
sible, therefore, to formulate any plan of cre-
ation which did not take existing circumstances 
under consideration. 

But to open such a question, at such a time, 
in the presence of all 'the angels, would be 
prematurely to expose the designs of heaven's 
disaffected members, and so precipitate a move-
ment the result of which might have been 
cliarged to the indiscreet canvass of what was 
to many an uncertain proposition. In such a 
time, when many were probably at the decid- 
ing point as to which side of the great question 
they would array themselves on, it was wisdom 
on God's part, and better for all concerned, to 
keep the secret of His knowledge of affairs, 
between Himself and Son, letting all the angels 
act freely as they would in the great crisis then 
before the universe. This done, the loyal and 
true would be known to have acted from the 
purest motives. 	These considerations alone. 
were sufficient to confine such a council to the 
Father and His only-begotten Son. 

In the creation which followed, all things 
belonged to Christ by right of His, creative 
agency. When man fell under the persuasive 
power of Satan, and sullied his native simplic-
ity, Christ undertook to redeem His own, and 
so carry out the fulness of that plan which had 
been perfected between Him and His Father. 
Altho to do this was to involve the deepest 
humiliation and shame, He shrank not from 
the task, but constantly looked forward to the 
" fulness of the time " when He would descend 
to earth in the "form of a servant," and 
there yield up His life-blood for the redemption 
of a fallen and degraded race. 

In all the forms of worship required of the 
patriarchs, the sufferings and death of the 
coming Messiah were foreshadowed, but so 
indistinctly that their fullest and deepest sig-
nificance was not comprehended. The proph-
ets, also, who, under the direction of the Spirit 
of Christ, wrote of " His sufferings, and the 
glory that should follow," altho diligently 
searching to know the time and the manner 
of the like which the Spirit was indicating 
through them, failed to understand the full 
import of these things. Even the angels 
desired to look into that which had been 
hidden from them,—the mystery of Christ 
dwelling in human flesh for its redemption 
and salvation. I Peter I : 9-12. 

So, "from the beginning of the world," this 
secret was " hid in God." The fellowship 
of the mystery •may be experienced, but the 
eternal purpose of God which He purposed 
in Christ Jesus can never be fully known, 
either to men or angels, until the church is 
gathered home, to reveal in itself the power 
of Christ to cleanse and uplift  those who 
were once rebels against God's government, 
and fallen under the ban of heaven's law. 
Then for the first time will be realized by 
all,—principalities and powers in heaven as 
well as dwellers upon earth,—the extent of infi-
nite love for the erring, which prompted such 
a wonderful plan of salvation. Eph. 	r. 

Such a mystery is indeed too deep for any 
mind but His in whose counsels it was con-
ceived. Being beyond the pale of finite senses, 
human logic can not confirm it. "Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him." But 
through faith in God, His Spirit does reveal 
to the human heart many of those deep things 
of God into which it so constantly searches. 

Cor. 2:9,1o. 

But, to receive this, that science of the laws 
of thought called logic must be laid aside, and 
the statements of God's words as given  must 
be accepted, without waiting to discover some 
remote probable certainty of their reliability. 
These all must be received as positive truth, 
just because God said them, and not because 
logic makes their significance entirely clear to 
the mind. Nor is this an unreasonable con-
dition, when one stops to think that God's 
thoughts there embodied are as much higher 
than ours as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. Isa. 55:9. 

By this method alone may we be able to see 
Christ a " Lamb slain from the foundation of 
_the world" as a part of the deep mystery of 
God; and His coming to earth in the "fulness 
of the time," to die on the cross the sinner's 
sacrifice, as the seal of the mysterious compact 
which was confirmed before the foundation of 
the world. 

But as this mystery is the power of an in-
dwelling Christ to redeem man to the restora-
tion of his lost estate, the finishing of the 
mystery (Rev. io : 7) will be the complete 
gathering into one of "all things in Christ," 
as has been "declared to His servants the 
prophets." As men were for long ages ob-
livious to the mysterious power of electricity, 
which lay hidden all about, so the operation 
of God's life-power has been unappropriated 
by the masses. To learn its silent working, 
and to know how to apply its benefits to our 
own persons, is to learn the mystery of God's 
eternal purpose concerning us. This done, we 
may boldly say that Omnipotence is on our 
side; that Wisdom watches over our heads; in 
short, that God himself is our safeguard, while • 
we trustingly follow where He leads. 

JOHN  ORR. 

ANOINTED SPEECH. 

UNDER the anointing of the Holy Ghost the 
humblest child of God is qualified to preach 
the Gospel and reap its golden fruits. How 
this turns ordinary conversation to account, 
giving it just the direction and savor it needs, 
and without any attempt to , make it "holy 
conversation," or "talking to people on re-
ligion" ! In a natural, unobtrusive, spontane-
ous way it will yield abundant fruit. 

A Christian woman sat in the midst of a. 
company of friends after an evening tea. In 
an artless, unaffected, unpremeditated manner.  
she spoke of her Christian experience—some 
of God's providential dealings with her, and 
the precious answers to prayer given. She 
seemed unconscious that she was doing any-
thing for souls, but tears were in many eyes—
light came to hearts. 

When the social interview was over, one had 
found peace, another had returned to God, 
while all seemed to have been lifted up nearer 
to God. She had ,preached the Gospel to the 
meek without knowing it, and it was, as the 
Gospel always is when accompanied by the 
Spirit, the power of God unto  salvation.—Se-
lected. 

BETTER be what you can be, and do what 
you  can do, than to be always trying to be 
what you can't be, or trying to do what you 
can't do, and thus never be anybody, and 
never do anything.—H. A. Mitchell. 

	I 

"A  MOST  surprising use for glass has been dis-
covered. By a new process this usually brittle 
substance is rendered soft and malleable, and 
is then used instead of gold as a stopping for 
teeth." 
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DIVINE UNION. 

A Vital Question. 

THE only true union which has any right to 
exist in the church of Christ for either 

worship or work is divine union. The prayer 
of Jesus Christ, uttered for all His people, 
through all time, uttered under the impending 
agony of the Garden and the Cross, was not 
"that they all may be one," controlled or 
guided or headed by one human mind or 
hand or heart, which might be called  Peter  or 
James or  John, ancient or modern; but in the 
very agony of infinite wisdom and interest He 
prayed: " That they  all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they  also 
may be one in us; that the world may believe 
that Thou bast sent Me."  "I in them,  and 
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in 
one. ,, 

This is divine union and unity, and it is se-
cured in no other way than by the divine 
method. 

Men  in human wisdom would secure unity 
in God's work by putting at its head one man, 
placing in His hand the reins which guide, 
control, and direct the various branches of 
God's work, hoping in this way to avoid 
friction and difficulties, to secure greater and 
instant and more constant co-operation, and 
therefore greater success. Such plans seem to 
be efficient from a human standpoint. Their 
highest and most marked degree of success is 
seen in the Papacy. 

But, at their very best, human plans fall far 
short of the divine plan. Their evils overbal-
ance their good. (t) They bring glory to the 
man who may stand as the head instead of 
God; (2) they lead men to look to man as 
their wisdom and strength and source of sup-
ply instead of to God, the infinite and ever-
responsive Fountain of all good; for " the 
Head of  every man is Christ; " (3) they pre-
vent the fullest development of divine wisdom 
and power in the church of Christ; for no one 
man is capable of receiving and transmitting all 
that Christ would give to His church. The 
church therefore remains stunted of growth, 
the minds of her members narrowed and 
dwarfed, and God's work crippled where it 
should be strengthened. 

And the church, guided by human wisdom, 
lorded over by human authority, centered in 
circumscribed human plans, will leave souls to 
perish in darkness, oppress and enslave the 
free, crucify afresh her Lord, and finally form 
a part of that great Babylon which shall be 
"utterly burned with fire." 

The divine plan is union in diversity. God 
proposes (if man will permit, for Divinity will 
not compel humanity) to take of imperfect,  

diverse, discordant elements and make of them 
one great united concordant body in which the 
very diversity will make for unity and beauty, 
even as the mason takes the rough, irregular, 
ill-mated stones of the quarry and shapes them 
into a strong, noble edifice of beauty and 
harmony. 

" The head of every man is Christ." Let 
the man recognize this and be united to his 
Head, by the Spirit of life. Let each man,_ 
each member, so do. Let each one be perfectly 
willing that God should reveal to his brother 
and guide him as God  will. Let each one be 
willing that God shall by His Spirit guide him 
also. 

If each and every one of the church of Christ 
are thus united with Him, it must be manifest 
to all that there could be no stronger bond of 
union between them. They are bound together 
by  the life—the Spirit—of Jesus Christ. The 
bond of union is infinitely strong—it is Christ 
Jesus Himself. 

Thus bound to the Head, thus baptized into 
the one body, there need be no fear that the 
church will go astray, that her fruit will prove 
abortive, that her work will be inefficient. All 
her members. are in touch—en rapport—with 
the great Head. He could not reveal to or 
through  one  finite mind all His wisdom and 
beauty; for one mind could not contain it or 
bear it. But He can and will reveal it through 
all. The blended members of the church are 
the spectrum or prism through which the 
white rays of Christ's character of light are 
revealed to the World in the transcendent 
beauty of the covenant crown of glory, the bow 
of promise. Men will work in different lines, 
as the talents and mind of the Spirit directs, 
but there will be no friction, no schisms; for 
there are many ministries, but the one  Spirit; 
there are diversities of gifts and operations, but 
the one God to direct. Men in the same lines 
will look to God together and separately, and 
He will reveal to each and all manifold plans 
and wisdom directly and indirectly—directly as 
they seek Him and labor for Him as individu-
als, indirectly as He reveals and develops 
through their fellow-members. And thus in 
God's plan, unlorded by men, men unenslaved 
by men, the church of Jesus Christ will prove 
to be the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 

0 reader, brother, seek union with Jesus 
Christ, the .  union of faith and humility, the 
union of His Spirit and life, union in truth and 
righteousness! All other desired union and 
results will surely follow. 

IF YE ABIDE. 

F ye abide in Me, and My Words abide 
I in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 

shall be done unto you." John 15: 7. 
The promise is to those who "abide" in 

Christ. To " abide " is to dwell permanently 
and continuously. And he who abides in 
Christ has the Saviour with him all the time. 
He appreciates the heavenly Guest, and so is 
not satisfied with a passing and nominal ac-
quaintance; he desires and enjoys the abiding 
presence of the divine Lord. 

But when we abide in the Master, He tells us 
that " My Words abide in you." The abid-
ing of the Saviour is inseparable from the 
abiding of His Word. If the Word of Christ 
abides with us, He Himself abides with us also. 
And if He abides with us, it is just as true that 
His Word also abides with us. Then if we  

desire to have the Master with us, we must see 
to it that His Word abides in us. 

The Word of Christ abides with us when we 
read that Word and meditate upon it. And 
he who truly reads and meditates upon the 
Word, does it that he may know how to 
obey that Word and thus stand in harmony 
with its Author. But the Word does not 
abide with us when we read it only occasion-
ally. It is the daily, the constant study of the 
Word that causes it to abide. 

Then the Lord says, " Ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you." Do you 
receive what you ask from the Lord ? If not 
did it ever occur to you that the hindering 
cause may be your failure to have the Word of 
God "abide" with you? There is nothing 
that humanity needs so much to-day as -the 
abiding Saviour and His abiding Word. 

T. 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

BEAUTIFUL, clear, and cold was the 
weather; the great storm was over, the 

railways open; and most of the delegates were 
here the first day of the General Conference. 

The conference opened a day late on account 
of impeded railway travel. For instance, New 
York is distant from South Lancaster but six 
hours by rail, yet one company were two days 
and two nights in making the trip. 

But there was never a conference held of 
its magnitude since pentecostal days where 
more union and brotherly love existed, and 
where more of the Spirit of God was present 
than the first meeting of the delegates to the 
thirty-third General Conference of the Seventh-
day Adventists. It opened in a different way, 
—a devotional hymn, a few opening words by 
President G. A. Irwin, the reading of the 
blessed io7th psalm, a hearty welcome to the 
General Conference by President H. W. Cot-
trell, of the New England Conference, in behalf 
of his conference and the people in South 
Lancaster, a response on the part of PreSident 
Irwin, and prayer by J. N. Loughborough, the 
oldest active pioneer minister among us. 

Following this came stirring, feeling testi-
monies from the witnesses of God from all 

tt 
parts of the world. 

The formal organization of the conference 
was completed in a remarkably short space of 
time, at 3 P. M. February 15. About 150 dele- 
gates are enrolled, most of whom were present 
at the first meeting. These represent thirty- 
six organized conferences, from European, 1 
Australasian, and American fields. But few 
conferences sent full delegations, and several 
conferences and important mission fields are 
not represented. 

Three new conferences were admitted, 
namely: The British Conference, with a mem-
bership of 800, 5 ordained ministers, 18 
licensed ministers and Bible workers. The 
tithe for 1898 amounted to $8,536.42; tithes 
and donations, $9,611.56; average tithe per 
member, $10.67; average donation per member, 
$1.65; total average per member, $12. 3 2—a 

remarkably good showing. Prof. W. W. 
Prescott was received as its delegate. 	4 

The German Conference was received (dele-
gate, L. R. Conradi), with 48 churches, 1,534 
members, 8 ordained ministers, 8 licentiates, 
16 Bible workers, and 5o colporters. The 
tithe amounts to $12, 034. 04 ; donations, $3,383; 
total, $15,417.04; total donations and tithe per 
member, a little over Po. This conference 

EDITOR. 

1 

( 
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includes Germany, Holland, Austria-Hungary, 
Roumania, Servia, Bulgaria, with a population 
of 13,000,000, and a territory of 613,00o 
square miles. 

Montana was admitted as a conference, with 
13 churches, a membership of 308, 5 ordained 
ministers, 3 licentiates, and 3 Bible workers. 
The tithe is about $3,000 a year, and donations 
$400. 

The address of the president was brief, 
earnest, eloquent, and stirring. Attention was 
called to the beginning of the work, "when, 
May 20, 1863, in the midst of the Civil War, 
the destiny of the republic trembling in the 
balance," less than a score of earnest men, 
unknown to the world, without rank or fortune 
which the world could give, met in Battle Creek, 
Mich., and organized the first conference. 
Their annual income then was but little more 
than $1,000. But these men had a message 
and a mission, God-given, to which they were 
true; and, despite opposition and unpopularity, 
God has brought the work to its present pro-
portions. 

The gain of the last year has been i To or-
dained ministers, 23 licentiates, 215 churches, 
7,245 members, and $90,179.71 in tithes. 
But there has been far greater gain in work 
and workers which are not reported. Forty-
two general and 24 local camp-meetings were 
held last year, besides more than 400 tent-
meetings. 

Reference was made to the organization of 
the Union European Conference, of which 
0. A. Olsen is president, and the general 
meetings held in various parts of the field, all 
of which have been characterized by much of 
the Spirit of God and increasing manifestation 
of His power. 

The progress in publishing, educational, 
sanitarium, and missionary work was briefly 
considered. All branches showed marked 
progress, and a powerful and touching appeal 
was made for missionary work among the 
negroes. In closing, the following, among 
other recommendations, were made by the 
president:— 

The use of means to prosecute the work 
among the colored people of the Southern 
States; plans for a more extended sale of our 
literature; the creation of an interest among 
young men for the ministry; a uniform plan 
for weekly contributions to foreign missions; 
and the advisability of quadrennial sessions of 
the General Conference instead of biennial. 

Up to the present time preliminary meetings 
of most of the organizations have been held, 
but no general action in any of these has as 
yet been taken. The delegates are studying 
the principles of God's truth, and precious 
light is shining from the throne of God through 
His Word. In this also this conference is un-
like any other. Humility before God has been 
a marked trait; confession and putting away 
of sin is followed by glad hearts and shining 

faces. 
We believe that this conference will demon-

strate that a knowledge of the right principles 
of God's truth and work, apart from human 
resolution, is of more importance than one hun-
dred resolutions without the principles. Then 
God makes of His church living resolutions, 
demonstrating in the life of His people His 
power over all the nations of earth. 

February 23, 1899. 

IT'S always something to know you've do:le 
the most you could.—Charks 

THE SITUATION IN POLITICS. 

THE outlook in the political field is fa: from 
pleasing. This country, through many 

of its leading men, is having much to say just 
now about " our manifest destiny" in the mat-
ter of territorial expansion. The flag of the 
United States has recently been raised over 
Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines, Porto Rico, 
and Cuba. And great is the boasting in re-
gard to the pure philanthropy that is prompt-
ing this new order of things in the American 
republic. 

But when we look for the pure and upright 
statesmen to send to this new territory as 
govtrnors, where are they to be found ? There 
are just as good men in the country to-day as 
there ever was, but they do not have the chance 
of occupying all the governmental positions. 
There is an abundance of evidence that shows 
that the worst forms of corruption exist in 
political circles. 

The efforts of the Pennsylvania Legislature in 
trying to elect a United States Senator are too 
well known to require more than a passing 
mention. A political " boss " who has become 
notorious because of the charges against him 
for embezzling State funds holds the reins and 
is determined to be re-elected as Senator of the 
United States. The Legislature of California 
is also trying to elect a United States Senator. 
But here, too, the Legislature is held in a "dead-
lock " by a "boss" who is determined to be 
elected to a seat in that most honorable body 
of national legislators, and the odium of em-
bezzling public funds rests upon his name also. 
And while they have not been so much talked 
of, there have been serious difficulties in several 
other States in their efforts to elect United States 
Senators, and this difficulty is occasioned by 
the corrupting influences of money and the 
trickery and frauds of unprincipled politicians. 

The influence that enables these "bosses" 
to hold things in their own hands is not supe-
riority of mental and moral worth, but just 
money and patronage. The " boss " is pledged 
to work in the interest of some corporation, 
firm, or individual who furnishes him the money 
with which to work. And, whether he seeks to 
secure his own election or that of some one 
else, he has his money and official appointments 
with which to command votes. Some will 
vote his way provided the " boss " will secure 
them the appointment to some offices out of 
which they can each reap several thousand 
dollars a year in salaries and "boodle." And 
when the offices to which his dupes may be 
appointed fail to go around, then the " boss" 
falls back on money bribery. The person 
who has the vote is approached and it is care-
fully ascertained what is the least sum that can 
buy him. 

An investigation was made in the California 
Legislature and the charges of bribery were 
inquired into. It seems that numerous legis-
lators were implicated in this degrading crime 
of receiving a bribe to vote for certain ones for 
United States Senator. As the investigation 
progressed, the impression was made on one's 
mind that the principal object that men have 
nowadays in getting into office is that they 
may be in the most favorable position to 
extort blackmail and bribes. 

This evil has filled the whole land. It is 
found in our city councils, it is in the state 
Legislatures, and since men are sent to the 
National Congress who use bribes so freely, it 
ca:i not b that this highest assembly of the  

nation is free from corruption. Where c1ill we 
look to find men. in politics to-day who are 
honest enough and free enough from corrup-
tions of bribery and political trickery to safely 
guide the affairs of the home government? 

And if the men can not be found who are 
sufficiently true to look after home matters, 
what will be done with the newly-acquired 
island colonies? Will not these colonies be 
mere footballs for corrupt politicians to knock 
about according to their liking and in the 
interest of more extended "boodle" ? Cer-
tainly the political household of the entire 
country will have to be immediately reformed 
or such will be the case. 

Then when these " boodling " and bribe-
seeking and bribe-giving politicians go to the 
semi-barbarous and heathen colonies of the 
United States to govern them, what impression 
will they make? Will it be that Of uplifting 
and Christianizing civilization ? It can not pos-
sibly be so. The poor heathen, instead of 
being helped, are made to serve the corrupt 
purposes of degraded politicians, and "the great 
civilizing work " stands only in the sham of 
empty hut bombastic words. 

But, it is urged, only the best men will be 
sent to these stations. It is easier to say this 
than to get it accomplished. The few good 
men who are in politics may work ever so 
sincerely and earnestly to have the best of rep-
resentatives sent to the island colonies, but they 
will have to confront the "money power" and 
the political " boss " at every turn they make. 
And the man who "stands in " with these cor-
rupters of the world is the one who is more 
than likely to be sent. For the " invisible 
empire" of "the money power" must have its. 
servile agents in all parts of the world, and the 
politician who is seeking a bribe is ever the 
ready instrument of wealth. 

To cleanse the political pool is an impossi-
bility. There is not an instance in all history 
where such degraded corruption has become 
enthroned that it has retired except amid the 
scenes of invading armies from other lands and 
the bloody revolutions of internal strife. But 
the whole world is so corrupt to-day that no 
nation will be able to hold intact strong armies 
of invasion sufficiently long for it to overpower 
another great nation. And then if this could 
be done, the invading army would represent 
evils that would only make the social and polit-
ical waters all the darker. So invading armies 
coming from less corrupt countries are out of 
the question in this work of cleansing and up-
lifting, and the only thing left is world-wide 
revolution. 

And to just such a revolution the whole 
world is driving with a mad rush. . Every one 
who has eyes and will use them can see it. 
The Bible speaks of this awful revolutionary 
time that is just ahead of us as "a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation even to that same time." But the 
Lord Jesus Christ, attended by all the legions 
of angels, will come in the midst of it and res-
cue all who are prepared to receive Him. 
That is the one and the only bright ray of 
hope before the world. 	 T. 

.4. 

"Tx° we travel the world over to find the 
beautiful, we must carry it with us, or we find 
it not." 

IN dealing with the ventilation of gas-lighted 
rooms it is well to remember that an ordinary 
jet consumes as much oxygen as five persons." 
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FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN. 

FROM the Golden Gate to Plymouth Rock; 
from the sea-level where the billows of 
the broad majestic Pacific lap the feet of 

the offshoots of the Sierras to the bleak wintry 
shores of the fiercer Atlantic; from the land of 
ever-blooming roses, and blossoming callas, 
and verdant palms, to the land enshrouded in 
snow and locked in the icy bands of the frost 
king, where the trailing arbutus, spring's earliest 
floral messenger, and the odorous leek of the 
deciduous forests, wait tardy permission to greet 
the warmth of the opening year; from groves 
of orange and lemon, laden with golden fruit, 
to maple sugar orchards, patiently waiting 
spring's proclamation of emancipation; from 
out-of-door picnics, and plowing, and seed-
ing, and harvesting of root crops and fruit 
gathering, to lumber camps, ice harvesting, 
sleigh-bells, and skating, with nose and ears 
atingle with the frost; from 700  Fahrenheit to 
zero and downward; from summer land to 
winter land; from California to Massachusetts, 
we journeyed en route to General Conference, 
held in the quiet yet ancient little village of 
South Lancaster, thirty miles west of Boston. 

There were seven in our party (the complete 
scriptural number), and we traveled by the 
splendid Sunset Route from San Francisco, the 
sentinel by the sea, to New Orleans, the 
"Crescent City," at the mouth of the " Father 
of Waters; " thence by the Piedmont Air 
Line to Washington, the capital of the nation; 
thence to New York, the metropolis of the 
Western World, by the well-known Pennsyl-
vania Road; to Boston and our destination by 
the Fall River line of steamers and connecting 
railways if the ocean travel had not congealed. 

Interesting ! There is no transcontinental 
trip like it. Look upon it as outlined on some 
great map of the United States. Like a rough, 
irregular outline of an old-fashioned cradle 
rocker this great railway route spans the broad 
continent, one end at San Francisco, the other 
at New York, the lower part of the bend 
marked by a line drawn from El Paso to New 
Orleans, cutting in twain (for the Southern 
Pacific extends into Oregon, whence came two 
of our party) the longest way each of the two 
largest States in the Union, and stretching from 
ocean to ocean a distance of over four thousand 
miles, passing through every variety of soil 
and climate and scenery of these territories and 
sixteen sovereign States. So much in general. 

In detail the Southern Pacific in: California 
traverses the great Sacramento Valley north of 
San Francisco and the San Joaquin Valley 
south, the latter, extending from San Francisco 
Bay and its branches to the Tehachepi Moun-
tains. This range separates Southern Cali-
fornia, of which Los Angeles is the commercial 
center, from the rest of the State. " South of 
Tehachepi " among the political tribe Dme-
times suggests a separate State government, 
even as "west of the Sierras " used to suggest 
in earlier days a separate empire. 

But up the Tehachepis ! What a climb ! 
New vistas of mountain and canon and table-
land and mountain brook and winding road 
open at every turn. And there are many turns 
which only skilful engineering could make. In 
and out, out and in, back and forth, doubling 
upon itself, the glistening track coils and wrig-
gles and twists and thrusts itself up the moun- 

tain. Now it skirts the mountainside, now it 
bridges some frightful chasm, the next moment 
it plunges into the Egyptian darkness of some 
one of the nineteen tunnels (if memory rightly 
serves) which lie between Bakersfield at the 
foot and the summit, in and out of which the 
road climbs over 3, 60o feet in forty-eight 
miles. Tantalizing to the observer are these 
tunnels; for they spoil many beautiful scenes; 
but they repay in new surprises as one emerges 
from their cavernous blackness. Among these 
tunnels is the famous "Loop," in which the 
road of necessity loops under itself in order iO 
make the grade. 

From Tehachepi the road descends by easy 
grades to Los Angeles (City of the Angels—
both good and evil), the best-advertised city in 
the West, and perhaps worthy. It is a beautiful, 
enterprising town, with fine surrounding coun-
try, abundant in fruitfulness. 

Thence past old San Gabriel Mission, built 

in the old Spanish days, through orange and 
lemon groves laden with golden fruit ready to 
gather, on February 2 (think of it, Eastern 
brother !), past palm and banana, up the moun-
tain again, till we reach the height of 2,56o feet, 
at Beaumont. Then in the short distance of 
seventy-four miles we plunge down the moun-
tain, over 2,800 feet, into Salton Valley, 263 
feet below ocean level. Here, in tropical heat, 
science and patient industry compel the heavy 
water of this inland sea to yield its product of 
chloride of sodium to satisfy the saline needs of 
the corrupting earth. This valley was doubt-
less a part of the Gulf of California, separated 
by some convulsion of nature which upheaved 
the intervening mountains. 

From out the Salton Sea we traverse the 
deserts of Southern California and Arizona, 
where reign supreme, each in his sphere, the 
rattlesnake, the Gila monster, the centipede, 
the tarantula, the nomad miner, the indigent 
and indigenous Indian, and the employee of the 
railway. And yet the soil is generally fertile, 
often exceedingly so, could it have but water, 
a need which the blistering sun seems to mock 
where, through the superheated, shimmering 
air, it turns desert sands and hollows into 
rippling lakes and bays and streams in whose 
depths' are reflected shore and hill and moun- 

taro and cloud, and on whose bosom float 
ships in full sail. Such we actually saw with 
our own eyes. The wicked mirage; it is like 
the glittering, iridescent ambitions and glories 
of earth, which lure but to deceive, which lead 
on the thirsty victims till their bones lie bleach-
ing on the deserts of oblivion and their hopes • 
are forever perished. 

But to return. This section of country once 
supported a noble aboriginal population; for 
here dwelt the cliff-dwellers and the builders of 
great towns and mighty fanes, relatives or 
ancestors of the Aztecs. The remains of these 
ancient people or peoples show them to have 
been possessed of a degree of civilization far 
surpassing that of their degenerate successors. 
Among the better specimens, perhaps, of the 
present natives on the Yumas, many of whom 
may be seen at the town of Yuma, near the 
mouth of the Colorado, our first entrance into 
Arizona. Very shrewd are these natives, 
equaling the Egyptian, in the gathering of 
" backsheesh," unwilling even that the camera 
shall catch their features unless paid for it; but 
if they could be photographed in original, 
picturesque, and variegated garb and pose, it 
would be worth while. But the light was poor 
and day was declining as we passed through. 

Through ancient, modern, Mexican, Amer-
ican Arizona, where meet 
all extremes, our route 
passes, tapping the territory 
north and south at Mari-
copa, Benson, and Bowie. 
On we go, clipping off the 
southwest corner of New 
Mexico, the northern and 
central parts of which may 
be reached by rail from 
Deming, and also from - El 
Paso (The Pass) from the 
extreme western end of the 
great State of Texas, where 
Mexico, New Mexico, and 
Texas meet. In Texas we 
go 95o miles through desert, 
waterless portions, through 
great grazing plains, where 
vast herds grow fat on the 
succulent grasses, through 
corn and cotton lands, which 
we believe would be equally 
fertile and more profitable 
for the tiller if a greater 

variety of crops was cultivated. A great State 
is Texas, with unlimited agricultural resources, 
yet waiting the key held by energy and in-
dustry. 

Sunday morning early brings us to New 
Orleans, in a thick fog. There are many things 
of interest to the northerner in this quaint old 
city. 	It is different from most cities. 	Its pop- 
ulation is cosmopolitan,— American, French, 
Italian, Creole, Negro, Chinese, and others. 
Features worth seeing are the old French 
markets; the levees, by which the city is pro-
tected from the mighty Mississippi in its mad-
ness; Lake Ponchartrain, a beautiful body of 
water and noted summer resort; Audubon 

San Gabriel Mission, near Los Angeles. 
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Park, where once the first sugar cane of Louis-
iana was grown, embracing 249 acres and con-
taining the largest conservatory in the world; 
Jackson Square, the most historic spot in 
Louisiana, in the center of which is a fine 
equestrian statue of General Andrew Jackson, 
on one side of which are buildings in which all 

Garden, 8. P. Railroad Station, Los Angeles, Cal. 

the transfers of Louisiana to different nations 
took place; the beautiful cemeteries, most of 
the interments in which are made above ground; 
and many other attractions, which we have 
not space to mention. We can not forbear 
reference to Margaret Monument, the first 
erected to a woman (Margaret Haughery) in 
America, who, reared in poverty, accumUlated 
a fortune in the milk and bakery business, and 
donated the larger part of her income in beL 
half of the poor. Her example ought to be:a 
stimulant to the great city. The street-car 
service of New Orleans is of the very best;:the 
chief streets are beautiful, the street-car tracks 
occupying the center exclusively, with green 

s grass on either side of the track; and the 
employees are as uniformly ac-
commodating and courteous as 
those of Oakland, and that is 
saying much. 

From New Orleans our route 
lay over the Piedmont Air Line 
to Washington, traversing sev- 
eral roads from the Crescent 
City to the capital, passing 

ir through the States of Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, the Carolinas, Vir- 
ginia, and Maryland. Mobile, 
Montgomery, Atlanta, the 
great railway center of the 
South, Spartansburg, Char-
lotte, Greensboro, Danville, 
Lynchburg, are all thriving 
cities and towns, strung like 
great beads on an iron thread, 
each having its special and 
peculiar advantages and attrac-
tions; One sees the old South and new. 
Opportunities offer themselves to the thriving 
settler. all along the way. " Go South " is to 
our mind as opportune a cry to him seeking a 
home as to " go West." In some localities 
Cotton mills are springing up, and a new aspect 
of affairs is presented to the traveler of olden 
time. Approaching Washington the foot-hills 
of the AppalaChian Range present :varied and 
beautiful landscape scenes, but all .the Way 
from New Orleans it is interesting.. 'Fr011i 
Washington to New York-we traveled .through 
Baltimore, Wilmington, Philadelphia,.Trenton,. 
and Jersey Cify. 

We found throughout the great four-thousand-
mile journey the railway service good, and the 
railway employees, from general agent$:Ao por- 
ters; uniformly kind, obliging, and courteous. 
Especially would we mention Mr. H. G. Jones, 
the conductor of our car from San Francisco 
to Washington. As we stopped off at New 
Orleans, we were compelled to leave him, or 
he us, a matter regretted by all our party. 
We are sure that whenever any one of the 
company again comes through on the great 
Sunset Route and Piedmont Air Line he will 
inquire if he shall have Mr. Jones as car 
conductor. 

We saw no snow, save on the mountain 
heights, till we reached Virginia. When we 
got to Philadelphia and New York, after a stop 
of three days by the way, the mercury was 
below zero, and many of the great cities of the 
country were suffering severely. In New 
York the suffering was intense, growing worse 
as the storm and cold continued, touching the 
heart-strings of the chailtable and truly relig-
ious. The papers confessed man's inability, 
with all his scientific knowledge and facilities, 
to cope with nature in her angry moods. 

How puny is man to meet even the fluctua-
tions and convulsion of nature! Would that 
he could realize that the God who can control 
nature is above all, and is able to work, and will 
work, all things for the good of all those who 
are truly His. 

THE HINDERING CAUSE. 

- THE  Chicago  New  World (Catholic), in speaking 
Of the matter of Protestant evangelistic work in Porto 
Rico; says,- ". The daYs when Protestantism was-  able 
to make numerous cOnvert's frpm Catholicism have 
long since passed away. " There is some ground for 
this statement; and it speaks volumes of warning to 
the various Protestant denominations, a warning to 
get back—or rather go forward again—to the basic 
principles of Protestantism, of • true Christianity. 
There' was a vast gulf - between Protestantisin and 
Catholicism when the Reformation was in _its:. youth, 
and,. notwithstanding that gulf, converts.  to PrOtes-
tantism,-7to Christianity from Catholicism,—were 
many. Why have they not continued? The reason 
is obvious. The gulf has been narrowing, and certain 

influential denominations have been stretching their 
hands across to Rome. What use is there in becom-
ing a Protestant if one must reach back to Rome for 
succor ? 	 . • 

Let the Protestant denominations of the world unite 
in this one thing, a determination to cease meddling 
in the politics of the world, and stand squarely for 
a separation of religion from the civil affairs of their 
countries. Then will they be on the road again to 
true, vivified Protestantism. Let them, like a grow-
ing' tree, snap the cords of man-made creeds that 
human hands have bound about them to stifle their 
progress in things divine, and give themselves the 
chance to grow that God always designed they should 
have, turning again to ", the Bible and the Bible only "  

for their rules of fib and practise; then look to God, 
and not to any human government, for the help and 
strength necessary to carry on their work. Then will 
they have success; then will they have the blessing of 
God., then will they %,‘ in converts not only from Cathol-
icism but frOm every form of error, and from every 
benighted region in the world; then will they be Prot-
estants indeed, working God's will in the earth. And 

Jackson Monument, New Orleans, La. 
Our party, with city boys in the foreground. 

may God grant that many of them will do this right 
speedily. 	 C. M. S. 

SINISTER LEGISLATION. 

SENATE  Bill No. 699, of which the following is a 
copy, is now before the Legislature of California:— 

"SECTION I. Every bill, placard, poster, pamphlet, 
or other printed matter having reference to an elec-
tion, or to any candidate, shall bear upon the face 
thereof the name  and  address of the printer and 
publisher thereof, and no payment therefor shall be 
made or allowed unless such address is so printed. 
Any violation of this act shall be a misdemeanor. 
"SEC. 2. This act shall take effect immediately." 
The purpose of such a law is apparent, tho evi-

dently designed to be obscure. The purpose is to 
compel all candidates for office to patronizes certain 
class of printers; or, if they do not do so, to have 
the combined political influence of that class set 

against them. Under such a law, 
a man could not have printed a 
simple card announcing his candi-
dacy without stating on the card 
where it was printed. If he should 
do so, he would be adjudged a 
criminal, and either fined or im-
prisoned, or both fined and im-
prisoned. It may do in politics 
(which has become almost a syn-
onym of corrupt practise) to watch 
and make even every proper act 
of a candidate an object of vicious 
attack; but to compel the officers 
of the law to become a party to 
such espionage and unwarranted 
prosecution or persecution, would 
be, to say the least, disgraceful 
legislation. The law already pro- 
hibits under penalty the publica-
tion of libelous or otherwise in-
jurious matter, and it is certainly 
a sinister purpose that would make 
it a penal offense to publish other-

proper matter without telling the public who 
did the printing. Have we indeed come to that 
point where a man's right to run for office or to do 
a legitimate business is dependent upon the dicta-
tion of some confederacy ? And have we come to 
the time when it is deemed the legitimate province 
of the State to enforce such a condition by law? 

W. N. G. 

" THE day 
That makes a man a slave takes half his 

worth away." 

"'Tis life whereof our nerves are scant; 
'Tis life, not death, for which we pant; 
More life and fuller that we want." 
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BEYOND. 

BEYOND the shimmering orb of day, 
Beyond the fleecy cloudlets bright, 

Beyond the silvery moonbeam's ray, 
My weary soul would wing its flight. 

Beyond the realms of earthly wo, 
Beyond the wintry frosts of time, 

To God, my Father, would I go, 
And dwell in Eden's goodly clime. 

Beyond the mountains' snow-crowned peaks, 
Beyond the western hills afar, 

Beyond the spangled stars of night, 
There's a home with gates ajar. 

There's a home—a blessed home— 
Whose nations never weary grow, 

Where death and sadness never come, 
And peaceful waters ever flow. 

My spirit pants for that blest clime, 
For regions fair beyond the skies; 

My fainting soul longs for release; 
My tired hands would grasp the prize. 

My trembling soul amid its pain 
Longs for those spicy gardens rare, 

With my Beloved to ever reign, 
Within those mansions over there. 

MRS. ALICE M. HARPER. 
Laingsburg, Mich. 

THE PRATT BABY. 

W 6 	HAT'S to be done with the Pratt 
baby?" 

That was the question which 
was stirring the small village. Answers of 
various kinds were attempted. 

"Mis' Peters says she'd be glad to—" 
" But she couldn't, with her poor health." 
"Mis' Bates might." 
"But she won't." 
"Mis' Lane's got her hands full a' ready." 
"Mis' Dr. Miller hasn't a thing to prevent 

her doin' it." 
" Not a chick nor a child—" 
" And plenty of money." 
But with all the cleverness displayed in fit-

ting duties for other people, the Pratt baby re-
mained homeless, altho kindly looked upon as 
a sort of village protege. 

Its father had been run over and killed a 
month after its birth. The mother took it 
hard and wilted out of life, so that by the time 
the baby was eight months old it looked out on 
a world in which it was absolutely without pos-
session, yet with eyes as bright and blue and 
cheeks as fair and rosy as if it had been the 
child of an empress—perhaps more so. 

For the present the baby was " staying on" 
in the family of Mrs. Garvey, in whose house 
Mrs. Pratt had rented a small room. Mrs. 
Garvey had six children of her own, but there 
was still room in it for another. 

" A blessin' twould bring to anybody, the 
sweet cratur ! wid its eyes laughin' and dancin' 
at ye the day long. An' it's meself would 
niver let it out of the house but for havin' 
nobody to stay wid it when I'm out washin'." 

During such absences Billy Garvey was de-
tailed nurse, an arrangement which suited the 
small boy well, for he hated school and loved 
the baby. It was his care clay and night. 
Billy knew no joy greater than lay in the touch 
of its clinging little hands and its merry laugh 
as he performed for its amusement every antic 
known to boys. 	. 

When the first snow came Billy bundled up  

the baby and took it out on his sled. The 
baby and Billy both enjoyed this, tho it had its 
drawbacks. If Billy rounded a corner swiftly 
the.baby rolled off; if he started up suddenly 
the baby tipped over backwards. Consider-
ation of these difficulties led to a bright thought 
on Billy's part. He nailed a soap box on the 
sled. This he filled with hay, and when he 
drew it out with his blue-eyed charge no child 
of an empress was ever lovelier or more ten-
derly smiled on, no charioteer prouder than 
Billy. 

U1 and down the two or three short streets 
he trotted one mild afternoon. It was market 
day, and a number of farmers were in from 
the country. Billy varied his sport by hitch-
ing his sled to the backs of the sleighs, thus 
securing a ride for himself, mounted on a nar-
row ledge in front of the soap box. Quickly 
he sprang from one vehicle to another as they 
came and went, during which capers only the 
tender Providence which guards the helpless 
saved the baby's innocent life from being tram-
pled out. 

The short winter afternoon was closing in—
too soon, for neither Billy-nor the baby were 
tired of the fun. Teams were scarcer, and 
after a ride behind a homeward-bound farmer, 
Billy quickly detached his sled and as quickly 
fastened it to one going the other way, with 
prospect of another spin. But disappointment 
waited, for just near the edge of the village 
the sleigh stopped. 

Billy waited, for it was nearly at the foot of 
a long hill. His adroit scheme was to get him-
self hauled to the top of this and then take a 
run clown, excited to a wild rate of speed by 
the delighted crows and shrieks of the baby. 

The farmer stayed a long time, and Billy 
grew tired. Nothing but the prospect of this 
latest rush down the hill would have kept him. 
He saw some boys at play a little way back on 
the street, and went to see what they were 
doing. 

And just in the unlucky moment when his 
attention was fully engaged, Farmer Crofts hur-
ried out of the store and jumped into his box 
sleigh. His horses, with the sleigh, had been 
turned diagonally toward the store; the baby in 
the soap box was just beyond range of his sight 
as he came. And in the gathering twilight no 
one chanced to see the precious morsel of a 
craft sailing along after the big sleigh, as the 
horses, tired of standing, sped, not up the hill 
as Billy had anticipated, but down another 
road, winding out of sight at once. 

With one glance Billy had seen the baby 
safe; with the next his scared eyes saw only 
vacancy before the store door. With a wild 
cry he dashed toward where he had left his 
treasure. 

" My baby ! Where's my baby ? Bring 
him back—bring him back !" 

But sleigh, soap box, and baby had melted 
completely into the shadows. Billy ran first 
up one road, then down the other, at last, with 
a heart full of despairing misery, carrying home 
his sorry tale. 

He could not tell to whose sleigh he had 
tied the baby, could not tell in which direction 
it had gone, did not know how far it might go. 

Quickly through the village ran the tragic 
news, " Billy Garvey's lost the Pratt baby." 

Tears sprang to more than one pair of eyes. 
" I—wisht I'd taken it." 

"I might 'a', just•as well as not." 
" I was just thinkin' of it." • 
" I would in a minute, if—" 
But there were no conditions in the matter 

now, no prospect of a return of lost opportu- 
nity. The Pratt baby was lost, and the village 
mourned. 	 4  

Farmer Crofts' horses stepped briskly along 
in the early evening. The increasing cold and 
steady motion made the baby drowsy, and, 
like a sensible baby (he was one of the kind 
who always seemed to do the right thing in 
the right time and place—perhaps that was his 
inheritance in lieu of any other), he cuddled 
down into the straw and went to sleep. The 
farmer did not know of the unusual attach- 
ment 	

ilk 
to his sleigh until he had put his horses 

in and was unloading it of things he had 
bought. Then he stumbled over the soap box , 
and nearly fell, scattering bundles of groceries 
about. 

"What's this? " Mr. Crofts lifted a lantern 
he had lighted. The baby held up his head 
and gave a little gurgle of pleasure at sight of 
the light. 

"Well, I ,am blessed !" Mr. Crofts held 
the lantern closer, then jerked it away as two 
small balls of hands made a clutch for it. 
Ten he put into another shape his exclama-
tion, the truth contained in which he so little 
realized: " Well—if I ain't blessed !" 

A look of blank bewilderment came 
his face. 

" How did you git here?" 
If baby and soap box had fallen from the 

skies it could not have been a greater surprise. 
His surprise was none the less when he saw 
the string and realized how his unexpected 
visitor had come. What was be to do? 

"Well, seein' you he here, I s' pose you 
can't be left out in the cold." 

Not knowing what else to do, he picked up 
sled, soap box, and baby, and carried them 
into the house. 

"Here, Maria," he said, setting his burden 
on the kitchen floor, "look what somebody's 
sent you." 

Mrs. Crofts gazed 
displeasure. 

" Jacob, what do you • mean ? You don't 
mean that you've let somebody put something 
on you—" 

" No, indeed, I don't. You may get as 
mad as you like with somebody, but not with 
me. That sled was hitched onto the back of 
the sleigh, and come all the way from Bent-
ley." 

" Well, I declare ! A little mite like that 
out in the cold. But you see how 'tis—a 
game of somebody's to put that child on us. 
They'll be fooled, tho." 

" Yes. I'll take it over to the poorhouse 
to-morrow. They can look for it there if they 
want it." 

"They won't look for it. Well," as small 
grunts and sniffs arose from the box, " seein' 
it's here, I s' pose we can't let it starve." 

"Anyhow, it's a putty,little creatur'." 
The baby had by this time, after much wink-

ing and blinking, accustomed his eyes to the 
lighted room, and was now giving signs of be-
ing restless. As Mrs. Crofts approached him 
with much the look with which she would have 
regarded a stray kitten (she not liking cats), 
he, being accustomed to go to everybody, held 
out his hands with a look of gracious readiness 
to be pleased if well treated. 

"Well, it is kind o' bright." 
The baby took eagerly the warm milk 

brought for him, then settled back into Mrs. 
Crofts' arms with a look of perfect content 
with the existing state of things. Mrs. Crofts 
laughed. 

in amazement, then in 

over 
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" I can't set here holdin' a baby. You take 
him while I set things on." 

She held him while the meal was eaten, then 
again passed him over to the farmer. Baby 
made a dash for the bushy, half gray whiskers, 
burying his laughing, dimpled face among 

• them with crows and - coos, which plainly in-
vited a game of romps of the baby order. 
This was, however, soon over. • 

" He's goin' to sleep." 
There was something pathetic in the peace- 

* ful trust with which the lids closed over the 
blue eyes as the pressure of the small head be-
came heavier on the arm. It went to the 
heart of the Pratt baby's new care-takers. 

Ak. 	"It's a cold day, Jacob," said Mrs. Crofts 
W  the next morning. " I've got a conscience, if 

I am set agen' bein' put on, and I don't like 
the idee of that little creatur' takin' a long ride 
such a day. To-morrow' 11 be milder, maybe." 

To-morrow was milder, but Mrs. Crofts re-
marked:— 

" A day or two won't make no difference, 
now he's here." 

On the third day a boy rushed into the 
house with a cry:— 

"0 my baby ! I've found you—ain't I? 
How came I ever to let you git away from 
me?" 

And the Pratt baby pulled 
Billy's hair and poked into 
his eyes and rubbed his pink 
cheeks against the freckled 
ones with such little crows 
and squeals of delight as 
brought a distinct pang of 
jealousy to Mrs. Crofts' 
heart. 

"Is he your'n ?" she 
asked Billy. 

"Yes. Leastways—
I mean—he's the Pratt 
baby. He lives to my 

* house. I've come fer him. 
The sled's right here. I'll 
soon fix him up." 

Setting the baby on the 
floor, Billy made a rush to 

* the shed and soon brought 
in the soap box. 

"Stop," said Mrs. 
Crofts, as Billy spied the 
small hood hanging on a 
nail, " if that baby's got 
to ride into Bentley to-day he ain't goin' in 
a soap box. Jacob," she called into the back 
yard, "I want you to hitch up and drive into 
Bentley. This boy's come for the baby. 
Says it's his'n," with a slight quiver in her 
voice, "and if he's to go he's got to go 
comfortable." 

" Who'd 'a' thought anybody'd ever be 
wantin' the poor little chap?" 

The farmer's surprise was complete when 
his wife appeared wrapped for the ride with the 
baby in her arms. 

"I'm goin' to see him safe with them that 
has the right to him," she said firmly, add-
ing, with some severity, " and that won't let 
him go cavortin' over the country in a soap 
box on a winter day." 

-40/ Billy wilted at this, but was sustained by his 
joy in the recovery of the baby, comforting 
himself by little pokes at the soft bundle cov-
ered up in Mrs. Crofts' arms, to make sure it 

* 	was safe there. 
Its warmth reached the innermost recesses of 

her • heart—a pain with it at thought of the 
lonely house to :which she would go back with-
out it. It had been but a few hours in which 
the strange, unlooked-for, unwelcomed visitant 
had been under her roof, and yet day' and 
night the little presence had borne a growing 
sweetness. How its baby voice had filled the  

silent home to which she shrank from return-
ing! 

The return of the baby was heralded by 
triumphant shouts from Billy. 

" He's back ! He's back ! I've foimd him ! 
We've got him !" 

Men came to the store doors to listen, and 
women ran out of small houses with shawls 
over their heads. A small crowd had gathered 
by the time Mrs. Garvey's door was reached. 

It was Billy's intention to snatch the baby 
and rush in with a wild whoop. But Mrs. 
Crofts held on to it and walked with dignity 
into the house. 

Mrs. Garvey seized the baby and wept over 
it a torrent of Irish fondling, while the other 
women waited their turn for a hug, as a babel 
of tongues arose. 

" I'm willin' to say I'm ready to take that 
blessed baby"— 

"I'd decided to do that myself"— 
" I'm able to do well by him, and "— 
" I was with his mother to the last, and I've 

the best right"— 
Mrs. Crofts looked about on the clamoring 

women. 
" Which of you is the mother of this child ?" 

she asked. 

A blank silence for a moment, broken by 
Mrs. Garvey. 

" It's meself would have been glad enough 
to take the darlint when there was no one else 
to do it, but for"— 

" I'm ready to do it now"— 
" I can give him a good home." 
"Well," Mrs. Crofts arose, and with an 

authoritative air took the baby from the hands 
of the woman who just then chanced to be 
caressing it, "this baby come to me, all unbe-
known, ridin' by itself in the winter night. If 
the Lord didn't send him I'd like to know 
why. If anybody else wanted to care for him 
it's a pity they didn't find it out before. I'm 
goin'- to take him home and keep him, and if 
the town authorities wants to interfere they'll 
know where to come for him." 

She strode toward the door, but stopped 
at sound of loud sobs from Billy, her face 
softening into a beaming smile. 

"You come and see him whenever you 
want. He's to be your' n yet, all the same." 

The town authorities never saw fit to find 
fault with the home which Billy had found for 
the Pratt baby. —Sydney Day-e. 

ONE may live as a conqueror, a king, or a 
magistrate, but he must die as a man.—Daniel 
Webster. 

HOW TO LIVE A CENTURY. No. 7. 

pURE air is food for the lungs, as bread is 
food for the stomach; and an inexhaust-
ible supply of it has been furnished, 

fresh and free, to every living creature. It is 
possible for a person to. live a whole month 
without solid food; but when deprived of fluid 
to drink, life becomes extinct more quickly; 
but when deprived of air, the person can live 
only a few moments. 

All through life's journey, from the first 
breath in infancy to the last act of respiration 
in old age, air is an absolute necessity. 

This vitalizing element, with its invigorating 
influence, can be heard playing in the tree-tops, 
whizzing around the corners of the house, and 
we feel it fanning our own cheeks; it is every-
where, rushing along on errands of mercy, 
imparting life to man, plant, and beast. 

Air is a life-preserver; it is the particular 
friend of man; and he who barricades the doors 
and windows against this life-saving friend, 
gives a cordial invitation to disease and death 
to enter. 

Open the doors and windows, and let the 
sun shine in, and let the wind blow through the 
rooms every morning, for they are disinfectants 

performing labor of a sani-
tary nature. Breathe long 
,Ind deep; fill the lungs to 
their utmost capacity with 
pure air several times each 
day, and keep the home 
well ventilated night  and 
day;  and remember that 
when night comes on, all. 
the air you have, in or out 
of the house, till the next 
'morning,. is "night air," 
and you can not bottle clay 

- air enough within the 
sleeping-room to last 
through . the night; so by 
all means let the air circu-
late through the room, and 
thus keep a fresh supply of 
this life-giving element con-
stantly with you. 

More fresh air is required 
during sleep than when 
awake, for increased quan-
tities of poisonous products 
are given off from the lungs 

and skin at this time; so each respiration ren-
ders the air in an unventilated room more unfit 
to be breathed again. 

Keep the windows sufficiently open so the 
fresh " night air" can come in from one side, 
and the impure air can go out through the 
other. The upper sash should be down one 
inch and the lower sash up one inch for each 
person sleeping in the room. A lamp burning 
.in the room should be counted as equal to one 
person, and a gas jet equal to six or more per-
sons, according to size.of burner. It is suicidal 
for any person to sleep or live in an unventilated 
room, for when deprived of pure air, the person 
will die sooner than from being robbed of any 
of the other life elements. 

The writer has seen many instances where 
vines covered with heavy foliage were growing 
before the windows of the sleeping-room, for the 
express purpose of keeping out the sun. The 
sun, like the air, is a powerful agent, prolonging 
the life of the human family by burning and in 
other ways destroying the enemies that are lurk-
ing about in our pathway. So, in place of shut-
ting the sun out, remove every obstruction, cur-
tain, blinds, and vines, and let your friend 
shine in. 

Sunshine and fresh air' make cheerful homes, 
and, combined with wholesome food, pure wa-
ter, and cleanliness of the body, make cheerful 

0 
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people; and cheerfulness inspires activity, like 
the sparkling brook, as it glides so gracefully 
over its pebbly bed, proving a blessing to every-
thing within its reach, and making living objects 
happier for having passed that way. 

"A merry heart doeth good like a medicine; 
but a broken spirit drieth the bones." Prov. 
17 : 22. Be cheerful always, in the home and 
away from it; " look on the bright side," and 
cultivate a desire to make others happy, and 
happiness will not be a stranger to you. 

Carlyle said: "Wondrous is the strength of 
cheerfulness, altogether past calculation its 
powers of endurance. Efforts to be perma-
nently useful must be uniformly joyous, —a 
spirit all sunshine, graceful from very gladness, 
beautiful because bright." 

If we would live to a " ripe old age " we 
must entirely abandon the use of tobacco in all 
of its forms; also the use of alcoholic beverages, 
for they are enemies, dangerous in character, 
stealthily undermining the foundation on which 
life depends. 

One of the most common causes of nervous-
ness and dyspepsia is tea and coffee; there are 
3, 000, 000,000 pounds of tea, and i,000,000,-
000 pounds of coffee consumed annually. Tea 
and coffee waste vital force, impair digestion, 
and affect injuriously the nervous system; they 
break down the delicate house in which we 
live, and prevent the builders from repairing 
the same, and, if allowed to continue in their 
work of obstruction and destruction, the house 
will surely become uninhabitable and useless. 

B. F. RICHARDS. 

THE HOME LIFE. 

THERE is need for the lesson of gentleness 
in homes. There love's sweetest flowers should 
bloom. There we should always carry our 
purest and best affections. No matter how 
heavy the burdens of the day have been, when 
we gather home at nightfall we should take only 
cheer and light. No one has any right to be 
ungentle in his own home. If he finds him-
self in such a mood, he should go to his own 
room till it has vanished. 

The mother's life is not easy, however 
happy she may be, for houth are long, and 
her load of care is never laid down. When 
one day's tasks are finished, and she seeks her 
pillow for rest, she knows that her eyes will 
open in the morning on another day full as the 
one that is gone. With children about her 
continually, tugging at her dress, climbing 
upon her knee, bringing their little hurts, their 
quarrels, their broken toys, their complaints, 
their thousand questions to her, and then with 
all the cares and toils that are hers, and with 
all the interruptions and annoyances of the 
busy days, it is no wonder if sometimes the 
strain is almost more than she can endure in 
quiet patience. 

Nevertheless we should all try to learn the 
lesson of gentleness in our homes. It is the 
lesson that is needed to make the home 
happiness a little like heaven's.—Rev. J. R. 
Miller, D.D. 

OUR WORK AND  WORKERS. 

SINCE the last General Conference, two years ago, 
sixteen of our ministers have died. 

THE Seventh-day Adventist Church has one for-
eign missionary to every 220 members. 

A REPORT of Sister Ella N. Adams notes the addi-
tion of four members to the church at Telluride, 
Colo. 

SAYS Brother W. A. Alway, who has been labor-
ing about two years in Utah: " I have found the 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES a most• excellent medium in 
reaching the people of this State." 

ON a recent visit of Brethren C. L. Taggart and 
J. T. Sweatt to the church at Benton, 111., five 
persons presented themselves for membership. 

THE first term of the new industrial school in 
Wood County, Wis., will be opened about the mid-
dle of April. As the buildings are not all completed, 
or the grounds all prepared, this summer term will 
give excellent opportunity for young men to work 
their way. 

A REPORT from the recent General Conference at 
South Lancaster, Mass., says: " There were about 
150 delegates present—all the State conferences in 
this country being represented, also the British field, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Africa, South America, West Indies, and 
Australia." 

IN a recent Review Brother C. P. Bollman reports 
that " the church at Sandhill, Ky., was organized 
January 19, with only seven members, all of whom 
had received letters from a church at Bowling Green; 
but on the next Sabbath six additional members 
were added." At Bowling Greed there are two 
churches—one of white and the other of colored 
members. 

FROM Finland comes the good news,.reported by 
Brother John Hoffman in the Minnesota Worker, 
that our laborers there have secured a boat for use 
among the hundreds of little islands of the south 
coast. The report says: " The Lord helped us to 
get a large boat all up for i,000 marks, or Poo. 
Every one says it is a good sea-boat, and that the 
riggings and anchors alone are well worth what we 
paid for the whole." 

THE growth of the work of Seventh-day Advent-
ists shows development through certain lines of 
work, prominent among which are the following: 
The publishing work, which began in 185o; the 
health and temperance and sanitarium work, organ-
ized in 1866; the tract and missionary work, and the 
educational work, which arose together in 1874; the 
Sabbath-school Association was formed in 1877; the 
religious liberty work was organized as a special de-
partment in 1889, and the medical missionary work 
in 1893. 

A LETTER in the Workers' Bulletin from Brother 
Isaiah Moore, formerly of Iowa, but now of the Morn-
ing Star crew on the Yazoo River, tells this story: 
" The poor and neglected are numbered by thou-
sands. Could you go with me to the homes of the 
colored people, and see their condition in general, 
your hearts would ache for them. The situation is 
awful at present. This last year it was so wet that 
they had only about one-third of a crop, and a great 
deal of that rotted in the field before it was gathered. 
But, worst of all, cotton, which, as you know, is about 
all they raise here, is low in price on account of the 
poor quality of the crop. This will yet cause much 
suffering on the part of the renters. The rent must 
be paid, and the storekeepers will not sell on time. 
The people, having little or no money left from their 
last year's crop, will have to go with little to eat, and 
so poorly clad that they are ashamed to be seen. 
Under these great difficulties  God is blessing the 
work and workers beyond all that could be expected. 
Our chapel where we hold school is filled nearly to 
overflowing. Through the help received from Iowa 
and other Northern States, the hungry are being fed 
and the naked clothed." 

A REPORT in the Bivouac from Brother S. Ware-
ham, who went, to Trinidad Island from Montana as 
a self-supporting missionary, gives a sad account of 
the poverty of the people. " While we need work-
ers in all lines of the message, we especially need 
help to teach this people how to till the soil, and to 
make a living for themselves. All our brethren here 
are poor, so it seems almost impossible for them of 
themselves to get a start in any independent Occupa-
tion. There are, I am told, about 120 Sabbath-
keepers in the island. We have no church building 
in Port-of-Spain, and it costs the Foreign Mission 
Board about twelve dollars a month for rent on our 
meeting-place, and the church is able to pay only a 
small part of this; so -you see what could be saved if 
we had enough to put up a small building, say three 
hundred dollars. The only church building our 
people have on the island is at Couva, a village about 
thirty miles from Port-of-Spain, the brethren there 
being in very little better circumstances. There is a 
little thatched chapel up in the hills at Indian Walk, 
that cost about forty-five dollars. The work must 
be opened up in other places in the island in answer 
to the urgent calls, but the brethren are now helping. 
to their utmost." 

"WILL A MAN ROB GOD?" is an important pamphlet on the 
tithing system. It treats every phase of this great question, 
and deserves especial attention in these days, when the 
Lord's means of supporting His cause is almost lost sight 
of. Price, toe each. 

Pacific Press Pub. Co., Oakland, Cal. 
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LESSON I.-SABBATH, APRII. I, 1899. 

HEALING THE NOBLEMAN'S SON AND THE 

BETHESDA CRIPPLE. 

Cana and Jerusalem, A.D. 28, 29. 

(John 4 : 43-54; 5: 1-16.) 

43 	"AND after the two days He went forth from thence into 

Ai.. 44 Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified, that a prophet hath,no 
igr  45 honor in his own country. So when He came into Galilee, the 

Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that He 
did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also went unto the feast. 

46 	" He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where He 
' made the water wine. And thert was a certain nobleman, 
47 whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that 

Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee, he went unto Him, 
and besought Him that He.would come down, and heal His 

48 son; for he was at the point of death. Jesus therefore said 
unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in nowise 

49 believe. The nobleman saith unto Him, Sir, come down ere 
5o my child die. Jesus.saith unto him,. Go thy way; thy son liv-

eth. The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto him, 
51 and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his 
52 servants met him, saying, that his son lived. So he inquired 

of them the hour when he began to amend. They said there-
fore unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 

53 him. So the father knew that it was at that hour in which 
• Jesusoaid unto him, Thy son liveth; and himself believed, 

54 and his whole house. This 	again the second sign that 
• Jesus did, having come out of Judea into Galilee. 

"After these things there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus 
went up to Jerusaleni. 

2 	" Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, 
3 which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porches. In 

these lay a multitude of them that were sick, blind, halt, 
4 withered. For an angel of the Lord went down at certain 

seasons into the pool, and troubled the water; whosoever then 
first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made 

5 whole, with whatsoever disease he was holden. And a certain 
man was there, which had been thirty and eight years in his 

6 infirmity. When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he had 
been now a long time in that case, He saith unto  him,  Would- 

7 est thou be made whole ? The sick man answered Him, Sir, I 
have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the 
pool; but while I am coming, another steppeth down before 

8 me. Jesus saith unto him, Arise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
9 And straightway the man was made whole, and took up his 

bed and walked. 
10 	" Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews said 

unto him that was cured, It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful 
zx for thee to take up thy bed. But he answered them, He that 

▪ made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and 
12 walk. They asked him, Who is the Man that said unto thee, 
13 Take up thy -bed, and walk ? But he that was healed wist not 

who it was; for Jesus had conveyed Himself away, a multi- 
14 tude being in the place. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the 

temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole; sin 
15 no more, lest a worse thing befall thee. The man went away, 

and told the Jews that it was Jesus which had made him 
16 whole. And for this cause did the Jews persecute Jesus, be-

cause He did these things on the Sabbath." 

NOTE.-The texts inclosed in marks of parentheses, while not 
essential to the lesson study, will be found to throw much light 

Tr  upon the lesson, and are suggested for those who wish to study 
further. 

SUGGESTIVE QUESTIONS. 

x. After remaining two days with the people of Sychar, where 
did Jesus then go? John 4 :43. 

2. What reception did He first meet in Galilee? Why? 
Verse 45. (John 2 :14-23.) 

3. Coming to Cana, whom did He meet there from Caper-
naum Verse 46. 

4. What request did the nobleman make of Christ? Verse 47. 
(Ps 139 : 2.) 

5. After some words between them, what did the Saviour say 
to the nobleman ? Verse so. (Ps. 107: 18-2o.) Note 1. 

6. Believing these words of Christ, what did the nobleman 
hear on his way home? Verse 51. 

7. Upon inquiry as to the time when his son began to amene, 
of what was the father convinced ? Verses 52, 53. 

8. Where did Christ next go? For what purpose? John 5: 1. 
(Dent. 16 : 16.) 

9. Whom did He find at the pool of Bethesda, with an afflic- 
tion of many years' standing ? Verses 2-5. Note 2. 

to. Seeing this cripple, what did Jesus ask him ? Verse 6. 
xi. Upon hearing the poor man's sad story, what did Jesus 

• then say to him? Verses 7, 8. (Acts 3 : 6; 4 :  id.) 
12. When the Jews saw the man carrying home the pallet:on 

which he had lain, what objection did they raise? Verses 9, to. 
13. Whose authority did he give for doing as lie did ? V. it. 
14 In the meantime, where was Christ? Verse 13. 
15. Finding the man shortly after in the temple, what did Jesus 

say to him? Verse 14. (John 8: zr; Matt. 12 : 45.) • 
16. What did the man then tell the Jews in answer to the 

question previously asked him ? Verses 15,  12. 
17. What did the Jews therefore seek to do to Jesus? W:iy ? 

Verse 16. 	(Matt. 12 : to-14.)  

Side Lights.-"  Desire of Ages," pp. 196-213. 

NOTES. 

i. Except ye see signs.-In these words Jesus 
laid bare the heart of the nobleman, showing 
him that He could and did read his inmost 
thoughts. The nobleman would make his belief in 
Christ dependent upon the answer to his prayer; but 
Christ's searching words convinced the anxious 
father that he was talking to the Messiah. His real 
faith in Jesus began at that moment, and is evi-
denced by his prayer, " Sir, come down ere my 
child die." 

2. The pool of Bethesda.-"At certain seasons the 
waters of this pool were agitated, and it was com-
monly believed that this was the result of super-
natural power, and that whoever first after the 
troubling of the pool stepped into the waters would 
be healed of whatever disease he had. Hundreds 
of sufferers visited the place; but so great was the 
crowd when the water was troubled that they rushed 
forward, trampling underfoot men, women, and 
children weaker than themselves. Many could not 
get. near the pool. Many who had succeeded in 
reaching it, died upon .its brink. Shelters had been 
erected about the place, that the sick might be pro-
tected from the heat by day and the chilliness of the 
night. There were some who spent the day in these 
porches, creeping to the edge of the pool day after 
day in the vain hope of relief."-Desire of Ages. 

LESSON I. -SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 1899. 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

NOTE.-The  home of Laza'rus and his sisters, 
Martha and Mary, was at Bethany (now called El-
Azarieh), on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus often stopped at this home, for He 

loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." Laz-
arus was taken sick, and his sisters sent for Jesus, 
who was at Bethabara, on the other side of Jordan. 
But Jesus did not start for Bethany until two days 
after receiving the summons, and when He arrived 
at Bethany Lazarus had been dead four days. 
Hearing that He was coming, Martha went out to 
meet Him, and said, " Lord, if Thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died." After some con-
versation, Jesus remained outside until Martha went 
to the house and sent Mary out to greet Him. 

Lesson Scripture, John 11 : 32-45, R.V. 

32 	"Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw 
Him, fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou 

33 hadst been here, my brother had not died. When Jesus there-
fore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which 
came with her, He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 

34 and said, Where have ye laid him? They say unto Him, 
35 Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. The Jews therefore said, 
36 Behold how He loved him ! But sonic of them said, Could 
37 not this . Man, which opened the eyes of him that was blind, 
38 have caused that this man also should not die? Jesus there-

fore again groaning in Himself cometh to the tomb. Now it 
39 was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus saith, Take ye 

away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, 
saith unto Him, Lord, by this time he stinketh; for he hath 

40 been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the glory of 

41 God? So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His 
eyes, and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me. 

42  And I knew that thou hearest Me always; but because of the 
multitude which standeth around I said it, that they may be- 

43 lick,- that Thou didst send Me. And when He had thus 
44 spo::en, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. He 

tha was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-
clothes• as:(1 his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus 
saith unto tl2m, Loose him, and let him go. 

4$ 	" Many therefore of the Jews, which came to Mary and be-
hc:d that which He did, believed on Him." 

Golden Te:rt: "I am the resurrection, and the 
John ix  :  25. 

SUGGESTIVE QUESTIONS. 

(z) Where was the scene of this lesson? (2) At what home in 
Bethany had Jesus frequently stopped ? (3) Why did He make 
that a frequent stopping-place? (4) What had now occurred to 
cause sadness in that home ? (5) For whom did the sisters send 
in their time of sorrow? (6) What was the sad condition when 
He arrived at Bethany? (7) Which of the sisters went out first 
to meet Jesus ? (8) What did she say to Him ? (9) When Martha 
returned to the house, who came out to see Jesus ? (For answers 
to foregoing questions, see introductory note.) (to) When Mary 
came out where Jesus was, what did she do and say?  V. 32. 
Note  1.  (is) How was Jesus affected by the scene of mourning? 
V. 33. (12) What question did He ask?-  What was the reply?  

V. 34. (13) How was the deep sorrow of Jesus manifested? V. 35. 
Note 2. (x4) What did the Jews say when they saw Him weep-
ing? V. 36. (15) What query did some of them raise? V. v. 
(16) Then what did Jesus do? What kind of grave was it ? V. 38. 
(17) What command did Jesus give? What did Martha say 
about opening the grave? V. 39.  Note 3. (r8) How did Jesus 
reply to her protest ? V. 40. (r9) When the stone was taken 
away, what prayer did Jesus offer? Vs. 41, 42. Note 4. 
(20) After the prayer, what did He say? V. 43. Note 5. 
(21) What was the response to this call? Then what further 
order did Jesus give? V. 44. (22) What was the effect of this 
miracle upon the people? V. 45. 

NOTES. 

t. " If Thou hadst been here."-Notwithstanding 
all the teaching of Jesus, both in word and in deed, 
concerning His divine origin and power, even His 
most devoted Jewish disciples could not grasp the 
idea that He could do anything for them unless He 
were present in person. This faith had to be first 
manifested and the fact demonstrated by those not 
of the Jewish Church. See Luke 7 : 2-10; John 
4 46-53. 

2. " Jesus wept."-His tears were no evidence of 
what some men term effeminacy, or weakness of 
character. They bespoke deep sorrow and strong 
sympathy with grief. His sorrow was not because of 
the death of Lazarus, for He had told His disciples 
that He was glad of the occasion for their sakes, that 
they might.  believe (verse 15); it was because of the 
unbelief of His people who were about to reject their 
only hope of salvation, notwithstanding the over-
whelming evidence of His Messiahship. 

3. " Dead four days."-This was deemed certain 
evidence that decomposition had begun, and to raise 
such an one to life could not be accounted for on any 
other theory than by the exercise of divine power. 
It was the opportunity for which Jesus had waited 
when He received the message that Lazarus was 
dead. 

4. " I thank Thee that Thou hast heard  Me.":-
This shows that Jesus had prayed over the matter 
before coming to the tomb, and had the mind of the 
Father as to what He should do. His audible prayer 
at that time was to give the glory to God for the 
miracle, and that those present might have indisput-
able evidence of His connection with the Father. 

5. " Lazarus, come forth."-Whom did He call ?-
Lazarus. What did He call ?-The cold, decompos-
ing body that had been dead four days. Whence 
did He call Lazarus ?-From the tomb. Is there 
any intimation that Lazarus had been anywhere else 
than in the tomb ?-No. We have the testimony of 
the Lord Himself that Lazarus was dead (verse 14), 
and that his death was a sleep. There is no con-
sciousness in perfect sleep, not even a dream, and 
" the dead know not anything. Eccl. 9 : 5. The 
miracle was a complete re-creation of Lazarus, and, 
up to that time, was the crowning evidence, from a 
human standpoint, that Jesus was the Son of God. 
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International.—Great Britain has at last withdrawn 

her opposition to France building coal sheds on the 
coast of Oman, altho the British admiral had com-
pelled the sultan of Oman to cancel the concession he 
had given France 	Negotiations are proceeding 
between England, Germany, and the United States 
over the settlement of the Samoan difficulty.. 
China has refused Italy's demand for the lease of the 
port and Bay of San Mun, wording her refusal in 
such a way as to offend the Italian minister. It is 
supposed that England. is backing Italy, and that the 
latter government will take forcible possession of the 
port she covets. Italy's demand included the session 
of three islands 	Prince Henry, brother of the 
emperor of Germany, has been given command of 
the German Asiatic squadron in place of Admiral 
von Diedrichs, whose lack of diplomacy nearly occa-
sioned a quarrel between the German and American 
squadrons at Manila last year. 

It is reported from Shanghai that the notorious 
Chinese rebel Nui has been captured and fifty-two of 
his body-guard Wiled 	It is reported that a battle 
recently occurred in Northern Macedonia between 
Albanian Mussulmans and Turkish troops, in which 
several hundred were killed on both sides. The 
sultan has ordered the execution of all prisoners 
taken by the Turks 	All the colleges, universi- 
ties, and high schools of St. Petersburg went on a 
strike March r, on account of the conduct of the 
police toward them 	,The Khalifa, who was de- 
feated at Omdurman by General Lord Kitchener, 
has again assembled a formidable army and is march- 
ing North to meet the Anglo-Egyptian forces 	 
The rebellion in the central Chinese provinces is re-
ported to be rapidly assuming alarming proportions. 
It has extended to five different provinces. In 
pitched battles with imperial troops 4,700 of the 
rebels have been killed. Viceroy Chang has a for-
eign-drilled regiment armed with modern small arms 
and rapid-fire guns, which are doing fearful execution 
among the rebels. 

The government troops of Venezuela have de- 
feated the rebels at Moro Cayes 	President 
Alonzo, of Bolivia, has met another serious defeat at 
the hands of the insurgents.... ,.The German school 
ships Charlotte and Stosch have been despatched to 
Tangier, Morocco, to enforce the demands of the 
German Government for the payment of an in-
demnity to certain German subjects who suffered 
during a riot in Morocco 	Italy has determined 
to despatch a squadron of five war ships to San Mun 
Bay, China, to enforce her demands for concessions 
there, and secure reparation for the insults contained 
in China's refusal to accede to her demands 	 
The Spanish cabinet, headed by Sagasta, has ten-
dered its resignation to the queen regent, and the 
resignatiOn has been accepted and another cabinet 
chosen. Diplomats declare that the new cabinet is 
founded on sand and that the kingdom of Spain is on 
the brink of an internecine war. 

The Philippines.—Five additional regiments of reg-
ular infantry have been ordered to Manila, most of 
whom have had experience in Indian campaigns. 
Admiral Dewey has called for a number of light-
draft gunboats for service among the islands of 
the Philippine archipelago, and, altho several such 
vessels are on their way to Manila, others will be 
sent 	On March 3 Rear-Admiral Dewey was 
made an admiral, the highest rank in the navy, a 
rank which was created for him by Congress, and 
which has only been held by two other officers in the 
American navy. Sampson and Schley were both 
made rear-admirals, with the latter two points in 
advance. Hobson was advanced from No. r on the 
list of assistant naval constructors to the rank of 
lieutenant-commander, which will make hini a captain 
at the age of thirty. His advancement amounts to 
25o numbers in the line of the navy. 

Colonel Smith, in command of the military dis-
trict of the island of Negros, has been ordered to 
form a company of zoo native police, and put them 
under military discipline 	On March 3 an Ameri- 
can gunboat and a battery of field artillery bom-
barded Guadaloupe, near Manila, killing about so 
of the natives 	On March 7 a forward move- 
ment was made by the Twentieth Infantry and the 
Nebraska and Wyoming troops. An engagement 
with the natives followed, lasting two hours, in which 
a large number of the latter were killed, probably  

about 25o. • Two Americans were killed and a num- 
ber wounded 	The wives of American officers 
who arrived in Manila recently on army transports 
have not been allowed to land, except for a few 
hours, on account of the danger from the native 
Filipinos 	 An advance was made on March 6 by 
General Hale's brigade on Santolan and Mariquina. 
The natives were driven from their position and 
compelled to retreat, having suffered considerable 
loss. Eight Americans were wounded. The natives 
on the same day attacked the Oregon regiment,which 
was guarding the water-works, but were repulsed 
with a loss of thirty killed. 

Casualties and Calamities.—A powder magazine 
blew up near Toulon, France, on March 5, killing 
54 persons and injuring 13o. So terrible was the 
force of the explosion that buildings within a radius 
of five miles were wrecked 	Seven persons were 
killed in a Russia railway carriage on March 5 by the 
explosion of a carboy of benzine 	The number 
of deaths from the bubonic plague in Bombay, India,is 
increasing rapidly. Over goo deaths have occurred 
in one week, notwithstanding the vigorous meas- 
ures which had been taken to stamp it out 	 On 
March 5 the city of Charleston, W. Va., was re-
ported almost entirely flooded. Four feet of water 
surrounded the State capitol. Many are suffering 
from the effects of the flood, and hundreds of families 
have been driven from their homes 	A severe 
wind-storm accompanied with rain and hail visited 
Georgia and Alabama on March 5, doing mucn 
damage to property. Some hailstones were found 
which measured seven inches in circumference 
Five men and one woman lost their lives in a snow- 
slide at White Pine, Colorado, on March 3 	A 
farmer named John Gilbert, living near Abilene, 
Kansas, recently beat to death his whole family, con- 
sisting of his wife and four children 	The British 
steamer Labrador, from St. John, New Brunswick, 
for Liverpool, was wrecked off the north of Ireland 
on March r. All her passengers were saved 	 
A severe earthquake shock was experienced at Yoko-
hama, Japan, on the morning of March 7. There is 
reported to have been considerable loss of life and 
property. 

Domestic.—On March 1 the House passed the 
Senate Army Reorganization Bill, thus averting the 
possibility of an extra session of Congress. On the 
same day the Senate voted to reduce the amount 
paid for armor for battle-ships to $300 per ton, in-
stead of $445, as voted by the House, and authorized 
the Secretary of the Navy, in case he could not buy 
armor at that price, to construct a plant and manu-
facture it. For this purpose $1,500,000 was placed 
at the Secretary's disposal for the building of the 
plant, and $2,000,000 for its operation 	The 
Rivers and Harbors Bill was passed on March 4, 
carrying a provision for the inspection of the various 
proposed canal routes across Central America. This 
provision is regarded as a small step in advance for 
the canal, but must delay its construction for a con-
siderable time. The belief is quite general that the 
defeat of canal legislation during the present session 
was almost wholly due to the opposition of the rail-
road interests. 

The sessions of the fifty-fifth Congress closed at 
noon March 4. The appropriations authorized by 
this Congress amount to $1,566,890,016.28, of which 
sum $482,582,083 is directly chargeable to the war 
with' Spain 	Joseph H. Choate, United States 
Ambassador to Great Britain, arrived in England on 
March r, and was cordially welcomed by English 
officials .... The Spanish cruiser Reina Mercedes, 
which was sunk inside Santiago harbor during a 
bombardment, was raised on March 2. 

New Trusts.—The Consolidated Traction Com-
pany, with a capital stock of $15,000,000, filed arti-
cles of incorporation at Springfield, Illinois, March 
4. This is looked upon as the first step toward a 
combination of all the street-car lines of Chicago.  
	The United States Cast Iron and Foundry 
Company was incorporated at Trenton, N. J., on 
March 3. Its authorized capital is $30,000,000 	 

• The Union Bag and Paper Company was formed at 
New York, March 2. Its capital stock is $27,000,000. 
Many of the firms operating smelters, and refiners of 
precious metals, have united, with a capital of $46,- 
000,000 	A gigantic casket trust is in process of 
formation, whose intention is to materially raise the 
price of coffins and caskets. 

Cuba.—A  despatch from Havana states that Cuban 
patriotism is at last satisfied. The Cubans have  

marched through the streets of Havana with their 
arms, and General Gomez has received military 
honors from General Brooke. A grand banquet was 
held in Havana on February 27, which was partici-
pated in by American and Cuban officers. There 
was much felicitous speech-making and expressions 
of good-will from both sides. 	 Between 2,000. 

and 3,000 men have suddenly been thrown out tqf 
employment in Santiago province, on account of the 
recent orders of General Brooke reducing the amount 
to be expended on public works. 

Fires.—It is reported that in a fire which occurred 
at Muncie, Indiana, on February 26, twelve persons 
lest their lives 	A fire at Muscogee, Indian Ter-  4  
ritory, on February 23 destroyed nearly half of the 
village, entailing a loss aggregating nearly half a 
million dollars 	 Two destructive fires occurred 
in Chicago on February 23, one resulting in a loss of 
$200,000, and the other in a loss of $225,000. 	̀Mg 
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including board, room, and tuition, in any one of 
the following colleges or academies:— 

Union College, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash. 
Healdsburg College, Healdsburg, Cal. 
South Lancaster Academy, S. Lancaster, Mass. 
Mt. Vernon Academy, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 
Keene Industrial Academy, Keene, Texas 
Southern Industrial School, Graysville, Tenn. 

Upon the condition that you secure for us a cer-
tain number of yearly subscriptions for THE SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES, at one dollar ($r.00) each. 

The number of subscriptions required to entitle 
you to a scholarship in Union College, Healdsburg 
College, Walla Walla College, South Lancaster Acad-
emy, Mt. Vernon Academy, and Keene Industrial 
Academ.y, is 140. One hundred subscriptions will 
entitle you to a scholarship in the Southern Indus-
trial School, at Graysville, Tennessee. These sub-
scriptions must be accompanied by the cash, $1.00 
for each subscription; and must be sent to us direct. 

If you are interested in securing an education 
without financial expense to yourself, write us for 
particulars and instructions. We are making you 
an offer of great intrinsic value,—an offer whose 
acceptance will mean much in your future useful-
ness, whatever your field of labor. Send for cata-
logues to the schools named above, and write us at • 
once in order that you may begin work without de-
lay. 

Address, 

SIGNS Or THE TIMES, 
Subscription Dept. 	 Oakhnd, Cat. 

Pacific Press Publishing Co. 
Oakland 	ept 	 California 
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES Is a purely missionary enterprise. 
For this reason it has felt free to ask for contributions from its 
friends. It pays nothing for contributions; either prose or poetry, 
unless solicited by the editor, and then the fact is stated when the 
articles are asked for. This is a plan rarely followed, but some-
times deemed expedient. 

Articles Desired.—Those  which set forth in the Spirit of 
Christ the great saving truths of God, short and to the point. 
It is better to treat one important truth clearly, in a short article, 

116 	than many points vaguely in a long one. We desire no caustic, 
critical productions, which might minister to personal pride or 
pleasure, but can not save souls. 

▪ How Prepared.—Write plainly, with typewriter or ink, with 
wide space between the lines, to freely admit of editing, writing of 
subheads, etc. Write on one side of the sheet only. Sign 

V' the name to the manuscript, as it becomes oftentimes separated 
front accompanying letter. Anonymous contributions-are not used, 
whatever their merit. If the writer does not wish his name to 

iir 	appear, let him furnish a pseudonym for the public. But we wish 
ti; name. 

Manuscript Returned.—We will return all unused maim-
script desired if stamp and directions are inclosed. We are 
forced sometimes to return good manuscript mainly for three 
reasons: (a) Sometimes the articles are too long; (8)  sometimes 
we have a number on the same subject; (c)  sometimes our plans 
are such that an articlecan not be used till it is out of date.  We 
therefore hope that no offense will be taken by those who have 
freely contributed their best thought if their productions are re-
turned. When we receive so much mater, we can not use all. 

A CARD. 

▪ To ALL interested in carrying the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the inhabitants of other lands, and who de-
sire to assist in supporting missionaries already there 
and others who may engage in the work, the oppor-
tunity is given to make an offering to the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Seventh-day Adventist denomi-
nation. Such donations should be sent to W. H. 
Edwards, the Treasurer of the Board, 173o North 
Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia, Penn. 

will delight the children. 
It is a volume of 126 

pages and 363 illustrations with descriptive matter in con-
nection with each cut. Price, 5oc. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO. 
Oakland, Cal. 
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It is a surprise and delight to all. 
It has been, and is, a blessing to 
every home that it has entered. 
In it are to be found wisdom, 
strength, and great spiritual 
blessings. Here the child of God 
will find help for the perilous days 
that are before him. You can not 
afford to be without it. 

866  pmics 	 300 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Cloth, marble edge - $3 so 
Cloth,  gilt edge - - 4 25 
Library 	  5 00 
Norocco 	 7 00 

pacific press Publishing Co. 
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THE r1ILLENNIUM. 
The Day of the Lord. B. S. L.,  No. 65. By 

M. C. Wilcox. The-stirring events which are to take 
place -during that important period so Dften men-
tioned in the Bible; are here given. It shows the 
relation which that day sustains to the close of pro-
bation, the seven.  last plagues, and the millennium. 
$2.50 per roo. 

The Temporal Millennium. B. S. L.,  No. 121. 

Gives a candid exposition of those passages of 
Scripture which are supposed to teach the conver-
sion of the world. It also presents briefly the Bible 
doctrine of the millennium. $r.5o per roo. 

The Millennium Age. B. S. L.,  No. 136. A 
study of the Scriptures which locate the Millennium. 
$1.00 per roo. 

Winning of Margaret. A. G. L., No. 53. How 
Margaret and her skeptical friend Ralph were con-
verted.  A well-told story. $1.00 per roo. 

The Kingdom of Christ, Its Nature and Sub. 
sects,  When and Where Established. B. S. L., 
No. rig. By C. P. Bollman. This tract exposes  the 
fallacy of National Reform theories concerning  the 
reign of Christ. $1.0o per roo. 

Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King. B.  S. L., 
No. 127. By M. C. Wilcox. Christ's attitude to-
ward civil laws, and the relation which He desires 
His followers to sustain to them, are carefully dwelt 
upon. $1.0o per 100. 

Pacific Press Pub. Co., Oakland, Cal. 

39  Bond St., 	 18 West Fifth St. 
New York City. 	 Kansas City, do. 

WONDROUS LOVE 
This beautiful piece of music which first appearect In the 

Centennial Number  of this paper is  now published in 
sheet form. An attractive cover has been 

added, and the price placed at twenty- 
five cents post-paid 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO. 	OAKLAND, CAL. 

A NEW TRACT. 

Cract Prices 
Arrangements have been 

made by which you can ob-
tain the tracts published in 
Bible Students'  and  Apples 

of Gold Libraries at  reduced 

rates. Ask your Tract 
Society or the publishers 

for an order sheet and cir-

cular giving the new prices. 

Pacific Press Publishing Co. 
Publishers 

Oakland eatt 	60 California 

Spiritual Gifts. By Elder J. N. Loughbor-
ough. B. S. Library, No. 156; 40 pages; price, 
$2.50 per 100. 

Especially good for general distribution, as  it 
deals with principles only. It explains what the 
Spirit of prophecy is and how it is manifested. It 
contrasts true and false manifestations, and tells how 
to distinguish them. It gives the meaning  of "open 

visions" and " night visions;" it speaks of " women 
as prophets;" of " prophecy in the early church," 
and the reason for its discontinuance, etc., etc. The 
main object, however, is to show from the Scriptures 
that this gift will be prominently connected with the 
remnant church. It is the very best publication 
ever issued with which to introduce the Spirit of 

prophecy. 
Pacific Press Pub. Co., Oakland, Cal. 

89 Bond St., 	 18 West Fifth St. 
New York City. 	 Kansas City, do. 
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I. One new yearly subscription  and  one renewal,  or 
two new yearly subscriptions, sent at one time,  $1.75. 

2.  Two new yearly subscriptions  and  one renewal,  or 
three new yearly subscriptions,  sent at one time,  $2.50. 

3.  Three new yearly subscriptions and one renewal, 
ovfour new yearly subscriptions, sent at onetime,  $3.00. 

Sample copies sent on application. 
All orders sent direct to the publishers, either for single sub- 

scriptions or for clubs, must be accompanied by cash. ll credit 
, V is required, please order through your State Tract Society. 

	

-4 	Club rates and terms to agents sent on application. 
Signs of the Times,- 

Oakland, Cal. 

Instructions for Ordering. 

I. REMIT by P. 0. Money Order, Express Order,or Bank Draft 
on New York, Chicago, or San Francisco. 

2. If paper money or silver is sent, rezister the letter. 
3. Orders and Drafts should be made payable to the  PACIFIC 

PRESS PUBLISHING CO.. Or to SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
Postage-stamps.—Please  do not send postage-stamps, as 

they are liable to stick together, and are useless in this condition. 
Foreign Money.—Do  not send any. 

• Receipt.—No  formal receipt is sent unless by special request. 
The address label on your paper will indicate the time to which 

"V  your subscription is paid. In case of non-receipt of papers, or 
any other irregularity,  please notify us immediately. 

Expiration of Subscription.—All  papers are discontinued 
at the expiration of the time paid for.  Notification  will be sent 
several weeks before date of expiration, thus enabling you to 

• renew in ample time to secure unbroken files. Please be prompt, 
as we can not always furnish back numbers.  

Change of Address.—When  ordering change of address, 
please give both the old and the new address. 

Important. .—Urea separate sheet for  SIGNS  orders, separate 
for other papers, separate for books, for tracts, etc., and if you 
address  the editor, use a separate sheet. All can be sent in one 
envelope, and the money all sent in one order, but write each kind 
of  business on a separate sheet. In this way each order can be 
handed to the proper clerk and filled at once. 

TO CONTRIBUTORS. 

SPECIAL TEEMS. 



THE present constitution of the State of California 
has done good service ever since its adoption in pre-
venting or annulling special or class legislation. 
Many vicious measures have been estopped before 
enactment, or on the first test in the Supreme Court 
aftei-  enactment, by this wise provision pf the funda-
mental law. But the class of people Who have en-
deavored and still desire to profit by special legisla-
tion have chafed under the prohibition, until at last 
an effort is boldly made to get it out of the_ ay. 
Gambling with the forlorn hope that the people hya• 
have changed. their minds • upon this subject, an 
amendment to the constitution is proposed. Senate 
Constitutional Amendment No. 20 proposes to the* 
people the following provision:—  • 	 A. 

"That a new section be added to article fourth, to 
read as follows:— 

" SECTION 36. The Legislature may, by a con-
currence of four-fifths of all the members elected to 
each House, pass a local or special law, or make an 
exception or exceptions to the operation of a general 
la w . 	• 

It seems hardly probable that it will pass even one 
House, but there is no telling in these days what a 
Legislature may bring forth, or what the people may 
indorse. The appearance of a picture in a morning 
paper passed the Anti-Cartoon Bill, which had been 
previously defeated in the Senate; and the appear-
ance of the Catholic archbishop in the capitol sent.. 
the Cluirch Tax Exemption Amendment through 
both Houses with astonishing unanimity. Yet the 
Legislature has denied approval of several bad meas-
ures, and there is strong probability that this one 
will be added to the number. 	W. N. G. 

ABOUT  EMPIRES. 

You have often, in reading the Bible, wondered 
about the names of ancient kings and kingdoms 
mentioned there. You have often read the prophe-
cies and again wondered what kingdoms or dynasties 
were under review in the prophetic vision. You may 
have read history to see if you could not get the clue 
that would guide you to the key that would throw 
open the storehouse of this knowledge. 

But the chambers of this knowledge must be ap-
proached from the side of the Bible itself. The 
Bible must furnish the light that guides you into the 
field of history that will reveal to you the truth you 
desire to know. And the only one who can assist 
you in your research is one who has studied the Bible 
closely, in order to know, when he meets it, the his-
tory of those nations and kings mentioned in the 
Bible. 

We have sought for many helps in this most inter-
esting and profitable field of study, but none that we 
have seen are equal to two books recently published 
from the pen of Prof. A. T. Jones. One of these 
books is called " The Empires of the Bible," and 
every empire that the Bible mentions, from Late con-
fusion of tongues to the Babylonian captivity, is care-
fully traced out in history, and a series of maps enable 
the reader to know the boundaries of these nations, 
and to follow them with accuracy. The other book 
is entitled " The Great Empires of Prophecy," and, 
like its companion volume, it starts with the prophe-
cies of nations that should arise, and follows them 
through the histories that describe what the Word of 
God revealed beforehand. 

If you want a concise, terse, and interesting his-
tory that shows you at once what and where the em-
pires of the Bible and its prophecies are, these are 
just the books you are looking for. And if you want sR 
to  read  exhaustively upon the subject, these are still 
the books you want, for they will refer you to about 
one hundred of the best standard authors, whose 
writings you can read as fully as you may have the 
time or desire. Taken together, they are two of the 
most fascinating yet helpful works that we have seen. 
And the books are entirely unique in their field, for 
no other author has conceived the idea of setting 
forth these facts of Biblical history in such a simple, 
attractive, readable, and yet masterly manner. 

Both volumes are in neat cloth bindings. " Em-
pires of the Bible " sells for $1.50, and " The Great 
Empires of Prophecy " sells for $2.00. They are 
handled by the Pacific Press Pub. Co., Oakland, Cal. 
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SIGNS INDEX. 

THOSE who have preserved their copies of .the 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES during 1898 and wish an index 
for that volume can secure one free by addressing 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

And now it is the little nation of Italy that has 
stepped in and demands a portion of Chinese.terri-
tory. How wonderful are the developments that a 
single day now brings forth ! And how complicated 
are the broils of the nations becoming ! With all the 
din of war that is in the world, how long can the na-
tions be held back from the great and final charge of 
Armageddon ? How thrilling are the times ! Who 
can fail to see that they are portentous ? 

SIGNS—BOUND VOLUMES FOR 18911. 

IF  you have not preserved your copies of the 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES published during  1898,  and 
wish to secure a complete set, you can have it, bound, 
with an accurate index, conveniently arranged, heavy 
manila paper covers, post-paid, for $1.5o; or in half-
roan (cloth with leather back and corners, stiff cov-
ers), at $2.50 post-paid. 

These volumes, containing the valuable matter they 
do, bound in substantial form, are invaluable to the 
Gospel worker for loaning, and will make a good 
addition to any library. Our supply is not large, so 
order early if you wish to secure a copy. Address, 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

This is the season of the year when the people in a 
very large section of the country are looking about 
for the best garden seeds to sow. Vick's garden and 
flower seeds have been before the world for fifty 
years, and this is one of the best and most reliable 
firms with which to deal. You can depend upon it 
that their seeds will grow, and also that they are 
purely what you order. The Vicks are celebrating 
this their fiftieth anniversary by the publication of a 
specially beautiful, finely illustrated, and valuable 
Garden and Floral Guide. Their Guide not only 
gives you a fine list of seeds and plants, but gives 
you many useful hints in regard to raising them. 
Send them fifteen cents for their Garden and Floral 
Guide, .and on your first order for seeds or plants, 
they will give you a credit for twenty-five cents. 
Address James Vick's Sons, Rochester, N. Y. 

Much is being said  nowadays about Pope Leo's 
views on various subjects. He has recently sent a 
letter to Cardinal Gibbons which, among others of 
his acts, is attracting public attention. At the same 
time the news is also coming to us that Leo is seri-
ously ill and his life is despaired of. Now how can 
an old man on a sick bed at the point of death carry 
on such a vigorous and constantly active campaign, 
even to the extent of taking a hand in the politics of 
every nation on earth ? It must be that some one 
else is doing this in his name. And, that being so, are 
these documents and decigions infallible that are 
coming from Rome ? Infallibility certainly can not 
come from a mortal man who is lying in the throes 
of death. This query is raised with the kindest of 
feelings toward all our friends of the Catholic Church, 
with the desire that they will think candidly on the 
situation. No one can afford to allow prejudice or 
early training to continue to mislead him because of 
his failure to think just as critically about the ques-
tions that arise in his own church as in any other. 

HUMAN  strength and human greatness 
Spring not from life's sunny, side; 
Heroes must be more than driftwood, 
Floating o'er a waveless tide. 

—Longfellow. 
••-•------- 

THE  GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

THE meetings of the General Conference have con-
tinued to grow in importance and interest. On the 
7th inst. the meeting in Massachusetts adjourned to 
Battle Creek, Mich., in order to transact some legal 
business in connection with our leading institutions 
there that could not be done outside the State in 
which they are incorporated. 

The time at South Lancaster was largely spent in 
considering the principles that underlie all Christian 
work, believing that if the real Christ of the Bible is 
allowed to govern and guide us wholly, so many 
resolutions and plans defining every minutia and 
detail of the work are unnecessary: And not only 
are they unnecessary, but a positive hindrance to 
the cause; for where plans are defined so particu-
larly and in full detail, no room is left for the Worker 
in the field to use his discretion. He is not thrown 
into the place where he feels called upon to rest 
upon God for His active and ever-present wisdom, 
but the worker falls back upon the details of some 
old plan that may not be at all suitable. 

There is no more encouraging feature in connec-
tion with our work than the spirit of freedom and the 
manifestations of the purest brotherly love that have 
completely taken possession of our General Confer-
ence. We know that Satan will make his most 
masterly efforts to turn aside this order of things, 
but he will be defeated. God is at the helm, and 
the brethren have wholly committed themselves to 
Him for His guidance. It seems evident that human 
planning in our work from now on will be the full 
acceptance of the divine order of things, for God and 
His sure Word are given their rightful place in the 
work. 

This condition has been brought about by the 
brethren in conference uniting to study God's Word 
for the  principles  that should govern in all plans 
of Christian work. And the grand and uplifting 
and soul-satisfying truth that has been brought 
out as the result of this study reminds one of apos-
tolic times. Surely the Lord is hastening to prepare 
those who will follow Him to proclaim in all the 
world His coming and kingdom with power. And 
we have the promise that when this work is done 
"then shall the end come." And bear in mind that 
it is the end of sin, but the beginning of the eternal 
reign of righteousness. 

Christian people everywhere should unite to study 
God's Word. It is full of light and life and power 
for all who believe. The barriers that have stood 
between men in the form of creeds should be torn 
down, and we should together come to the open 
Book of books, and allow God to teach us His won- 
derful truth. 	 T. 

Many Christian ministers  go to the congregations 
that will pay them the largest salary, and, seemingly, 
without any regard to the question as to where they 
can do the most good. But it seems that this spirit 
is not confined to the Christians. Rabbi Hirsch, who 
officiates at the Jewish Sinai Church in Chicago, is 
asked to go to New York, and one inducement that 
is offered is a salary of $14,000 a year. When any 
form of religion reaches the place where a few men  

connected with it have princely salaries that afford 
them every luxury, you may depend upon it that its 
vital power for good is gone, and that it is on the 	to 
rapid decline. And any parade of imposing cer-
emonies or boast of great numbers does not change 
this fact. 

CLASS LEGISLATION. 
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