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Not Abandoned of God 
E can almost read the story in 

• the picture and its title. A poor 
girl has gone astray or been led 
astray from the path of virtue. 

She may have had a virtuous father and 
mother, tho net wise ones. Taking the 
first steps from the paths of virtue down 
easy grades according to common customs, 
she yields to resultant temptation and falls. 

In her departure from virtue, a child is 
born. It may have been born in her father's 
house. She may have sought refuge there 
afterward. But the Puritanic father, fu-
riously indignant at the disgrace and dis-
honor which has come upon his good name, 
turns his daughter 
out into the cold 
world, rejected, aban-
doned, to find shelter 
where she can; home 
is denied her. She 
goes forth with her 
helpless, inn o cent 
child and her little 
bundle of clothes, and 
her father's curse. 
He to whom she owes 
her ruin has forsaken 
her. 

We do not see just 
that setting of the 
characters nowa-
days, dear reader, we 
grant ; hut the awful 
reality exists in Pro-
tean f °Tin s. The 
bleak mo,.,  'he lonely 
country road, the dis-
tant farmhouse or villa over the hill, may 
be wanting, but the abandoned women, and 
the women abandoned—cast out—are not. 
wanting. The thousands upon thousands on 
the downward road are pitiful. Turned out 
upon our country roads now, and they 
would not be as lonely as this poor .child 
of misfortune. They are multiplying. 

The Innocent Suffer. 
The picture would not be so sad if the 

chief sinners were the chief sufferers before 
the public. They are sinners, that is true. 
There are among them those who have aban-
doned all semblance to virtue, and who de-
light in sin. We grant it. But still, after 
all is said, the men who lead them astray 
are by far the worse sinners. Sometimes 
"Society" knows this, knows the man to be 
a debaucher of women, a, corrupter of girls,  

but he is tolerated, sought, honored-0 the 
pity of it !—while his victims are cast out, 
abandoned, and his offspring are either mur-
dered or are in a foundling asylum. Often-
times the first sin on the part Of the woman 
is because of a foolish love or affection for 
the man who has brought her wholly within 
his power. Then abandoned, she gives way 
to despair, to recklessness, to unrestrained 
sin. Her betrayer is at large, plying his 
hellish art in ruining other unsuspecting, 
foolish girls, half trained at home, or with 
no training at all. 

We are expressing it tamely; we do not 
dare to use words to express the indignation 

ABANDONED. 

we feel at the awful inequality of "So-
ciety's" punishment.  There are men who 
fall under temptation as do women; of these 
we are not speaking ; but there are those in 
the form of men who, to minister to their 
overweening lust, deliberately plot to ruin 
the innocent. God lives; God knows; yen-.  
geance is His, and He will repay. 

God Will Not Forsake. 
But what we wanted to say here most of 

all is that, tho men may abandon, forsake, 
east out, God will not. To the woman who 
has fallen by her own lust, or under the 
power of others, Jesus speaks as He did of 
old, "Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin 
no more." If you have sinned a thousand 
times, yet is there forgiveness and welcome 
to His heart. Where sin abounds, grace 
superabounds. "Tho your sins be as scar- 

let, they shall be as white as snow," if you 
will bring them to Him in simple faith. He 
does not abandon you. Those who come to 
Him, He says, He ',will in nowise cast out." 
Then come. "He delighteth in meicy." He 
"taketh pleasure" in "those that -hope in 
His mercy." Men may abandon the sinner; 
Christ "died to save them." Would God.  
there were more of His Spirit among His 
professed people. 

That One Sin. 
SINGLE' match in the hands of a 
little child kindles a great confla-
gration, and a city is in ashes. A 

little spark ignites giant powder;and a great 
plant is in ruins. A 
little opening in the 
dam was suffered to 
go unnoticed, and the 
deluge of waters 
broke through, flood-
ing all the vale, and 
sweeping many to de-
struction. A little 
leak in the noble ship 
fills her hold with 
water, drowns her. 
fires, and finally 
sends her to the bot-
tom with all on board. 
The lonely match, the 
one spark, the only 
opening, the single 
leak, were all such 
little things, but de-
struction and ruin at-
tended their train. 

The one cherished 
sin may seem in your eyes a little thing, 
but destruction is behind it. One cherished 
sin is a seed in fertile soil, which will bear 
abundant and baleful crop. 0, do not har-
bor it in your heart nor permit it to re-
main in your thought for one moment! That 
one sin will pervert your standard of right. 
It will unconsciously lower every moral 
principle. The man who admits blackness 
into his soul where white light only should 
dwell, perverts every spiritual color sense. 

Sin is an enemy. It may be clothed in the 
insignia of royalty or the rank of the high 
of the earth; it may pose as a necessity, 
pure pleasure, or expediency ; but if con-
demned of God, it is sin, a deadly enemy 
to the soul, an enemy that will be satisfied 
only when the soul perishes eternally. 

•;?..e4. 
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The Saviour's Characteristics 
By Mrs. E. G. White 

HE plan of redemption, by which 
the merciful divine-human Re-
deemer rescued man from the 
thraldom of sin, is beyond the 

comprehension of men or of angels. It 
is a mystery so surpassing, so grand, so 
sublime, that we can never hope fully to 
understand it. Christ's sacrifice for fallen 
man has no parallel. It is the most exalted, 
sacred theme on which we can meditate. 
Every heart that is enlightened by the grace 
of God is constrained to bow with inex-
pressible gratitude and adoration before the 
Redeemer for His infinite. sacrifice. 

In His earthly life, Jesus of Nazareth dif-
fered from all other men. His entire life 
was characterized by disinterested benevo-
lence anti the beauty of holiness. In His 
bosom existed the purest love, free from 
every taint of selfishness and sin. From the 
beginning of His ministty, men began more 
clearly to comprehend the character of God. 

Up to the time of Christ's first advent, 
men worshiped cruel, degpotic gods. Even 
the Jewish mind was reached through fear 
rather than love. Christ's mission was to 
reveal to men that God is not a despot, but 
a Father, full of mercy and love for His 
children. He spoke of God by the endear-
ing name of "Father." In answer to the 
anxious questionings of Joseph and Mary, 
after they had found Him in the temple, He 
said, "Wist ye not that I must be about 
My Father's business?" He did not refer to 
Joseph, His earthly father. It was not 
Joseph's business in which He was engaged 
with the doctors of the law. 

To give a true representation of the ten- 

"He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in 
His  bosom." 

der, loving, pitying care exercised by His 
Father, Jesus gave the parable of the prodi-
gal son. Tho His children err and stray 
from Him, if they repent and return, He 
will receive them with a joy greater than 
the earthly parent feels in the recovery of 
a long-lost son. In all the sufferings and  

afflictions of men, there is an Eye to pity, a 
Heart to love. "Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear Him." God's tenderest care is exer-
cised over us. He pities us in our weakness 
and in our sorrow. We may be despondent, 
even despairing; the heavy clouds of afflic-
tion may be over us ; but there is light ahead. 
Beyond the gloom is a sympathetic, compas-
sionate Friend, One who does not willingly 
grieve or afflict the children of men. 

"All things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." 
The Saviour taught this principle to make 
mankind happy, for in no other way can 
happiness come. God gives to men and 
women the boon of life, not merely to enable 
them to gain wealth and worldly advantages, 
but that they may improve the higher pow-
ers, by doing the work He has entrusted to 
mankind, the work of searching out and re-
lieving the necessities of their fellow men. 
Man should not work for his own selfish in-
terest, but for the interest of every one 
about him, blessing others by his influence 
and kindly deeds. This purpose of God is 
exemplified in Christ's life. 

The Saviour declared, "Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
My brethren, ye have done it 'unto Me." 
The incident of the good Samaritan is given 
as an illustration of our duty to those in 
need of sympathy and help. The Jews had 
been instructed by their leaders to despise 
the Samaritans; but Jesus showed that one 
of this hated class was far in advance of 
the priests in the performance of deeds of 
compassion, mercy, and benevolence. The 
Levites, chosen to fill sacred, holy offices 
among God's favored people, did not im-
prove the opportunity. The Samaritan, 
scorned by priest and Levite, despised by 
the Jews as a member of a despised race, 
was pointed out by Christ as one who obeyed 
the law of human kindness and who showed 
true mercy. His compassionate act the Sa-
viour extols, and stamps with the seal of 
divine approval. 

Christ carried out in His life His own 
divine teachings. He was absorbed in the 
work He came to perform; II is devotion to 
the work of saving the lost was manifest on 
all occasions. While He rebuked sin with 
severity, He ever showed tender love for the 
sinner. In Him were blended the wisdom 
of the serpent and the harmlessnesk, of the 
dove. His zeal never led Him to become 
passionate. He manifested consistency with-
out obstinacy, benevolence without weakness, 
tenderness and sympathy without sentimen-
talism. He was highly social, yet He pos- 
sessed a reserved dignity that did not en- 
courage undue familiarity. His temperance 
never led to bigotry or austerity. He was 
not conformed to this world, yet He was 
not indifferent to the wants of the least 
among men. 

The feeding of the five thousand is an 
illustration of Christ's tender solicitude. 
The multitude, forgetting the wants of na- 

ture, had listened with deepest interest to 
His ministry of truth; but He, like a pity-
ing father, was mindful of their needs. 
Often hungry Himself, He was awake to the 
necessities of others. Calling His disciples 
to Him, He said, "I have compassion on the 
multitude, because they continue with Me 
now three days, and have nothing to  eat: 
and I will not send them away fasting, lest 
they faint in the way." The Saviour re-
membered that after His long fast in the 
wilderness of. temptation, He had fainted, 
and that angels had ministered to Him. 
Without hesitation He wrought a miracle to 
feed the thousands who had followed Him 

He healed all that were sick." 

in order that they might hear the gracious 
words proceeding from His lips. 

The Saviour's example is to be the stand-
ard of our service for the tempted and the 
erring. The same interest and tenderness 
and long-suffering that He has manifested 
toward us, we are to manifest toward others. 
"As I have loved you," He says, "that ye 
also love one another." If Christ dwells in 
us, we shall reveal His unselfish love toward 
all with whom we have to do. 

I. 
The Sabbath Endures. 

TilE Sabbath—the one set apart, 
blessed, and hallowed by the Creator 
in the beginning—still endures, and 

will endure—must endure—as the memorial 
of creation, It was designed to commemo-
rate creation; it har, thus been observed 
since creation; no other day has been set 
apart by the Lord of the Sabbath for this 
purpose; not a text in the entire word of 
God authorizes a change. In fact, the day 
could not be changed in any way, not even 
by the Creator, for past events can not be 
altered. Another day could not be sub-
stituted, for another day could not com-
memorate the event the Sabbath recalls. The 
Sabbath belongs to God; He has never 
changed it; why should man attempt to 
do so? 	 H. 

"THE men and women that are lifting 
the world upward and onward are those who 
encourage more than criticize." 
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HERE is progression in all expe-
rience and in all study that the 
child of God should recognize in 
order to grow in understanding. 

Jesus spoke of this to His disciples 
among the last things that He gave 
in His personal ministry. Wishing them to 
know that much yet remained for them to 
learn, He said, "I have yet many things to 
say unto you, but ye can not bear them 
now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, He will guide you into all truth: 

. . and He will show you things to 
come." John 16:12, 13. 

And in harmony with the thought of ad-
vancement,•He gave them instruction on the 
subject of prayer at that time which He 
could not give when He taught them on 
prayer in the beginning of His ministry. In 
His early lessons, He taught them how to 
pray to the "Father" in heaven, but when 
He gave that beautiful model regarding the 
name of the Father, He could not, or at 
least He did not, teach them how to use the 
name of the Son in prayer. And even up 
to the time of His ascension, there were 
many lessons held in reservation which the 
Holy Spirit was to teach them later. 

But on that occasion, while Christ was en-
deavoring to teach His disciples what they 
might be able to comprehend of His ministry 
for them after He would ascend to heaven, 
He introduced the subject of how they 
should use His name in their prayers. Yet 
much of what lie then said on prayer was 
in anticipation of ' a fuller understanding 
that -would be given by the Spirit during 
His ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. 
However, He could at that time properly 
speak of the provision which was being 
made for His separation from them and for 
their future needs; therefore, in making ar-
rangements with them relative to future 
prayer, He said, "Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in My name: ask and ye shall re-
ceive, that your joy may be full." Asking 
in His name was to especially avail after 
He should ascend to the Father, for then 
their prayers were to be made in His name. 

Christ came to this world as a man ; He 
lived as a man; and in the name of hu-
manity, and for humanity, He died a sacri- 

• five for man. And after His death He 
arose and ascended to heaven, but still re-
tained His humanity. All this was done that 
He might in exalted and glorified humanity 
represent man. He is now in heaven and 
on the throne of God as the Son of Man, 
also as the Son of God. Thus He has united 
man in His name with .the throne of God. 
And, too, He has a name which is above 
any name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every intelligent being in heaven and in 
earth is asked to bow. The power of that 
name relates equally to His love, to His po-
sition, and to His potency. Thus the name 
of Jesus has become the all-prevailing name 
in which our requests are to be made known 
to God. This is so because it is Christ that 
the Father always hears, and it is through  

Christ that our prayers reach the throne. 
Those which He passes on to the Father, and 
which are indorsed by Him, receive favor-
able answers. 

He now says, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
My name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
anything in My name, I will do it." Christ's 
ascension to heaven after His incarnation 
and sacrifice opened the way for man to 
pray in His name, and for Him to be man's 
Helper in prayer. It was in consideration 
of these things that Christ said, "It is ex-
pedient for you that I go away." He could 
help them more by going to heaven than He 
could by remaining on earth, for He would 
be present with the Father and with the 
angels in their counsels in man's behalf. He 
would be there in authority and power to 
send help from heaven for men on earth, be- 

" He that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And He de- 
livered him to his mother." 

cause He had died to redeem them, and there 
is now dwelling in Him "all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily. And ye [Christians] 
are complete in Him, which is the head of 
all principality and power." Col. 2: 9, 10. 

Believers who are now connected with 
Him on earth will stand for Him; therefore, 
in the Judgment it will be said of them and 
of their deeds of kindness performed here, 
"I was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink : I was 
a stranger, and ye took Me in: naked, and 
ye clothed Me: I was sick, and ye visited 
Me: I was in prison, and ye came unto Me. 
Then shall the righteous answer Him, say-
ing, Lord, when saw we Thee an hungered, 
and fed Thee? or thirsty, and gave Thee 
drink ? When saw we Thee a stranger, and 
took Thee in? or naked, and clothed Thee? 
Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto Thee?" And His answer will be, 
"Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." 
Thus it is shown that Christ's needy people 

stand for Him on earth, while it is said that 
He is in heaven, "-now to appear in the 
presence of God for us." Those workers 
who labor in the Gospel now are sent by His 

'authority to labor under commission from 
His hand. So He says, "All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations." 

They are also stamped with His seal; 
therefore it is said, "After that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inher-
itance." 

And now that we have been baptized into 
His name, we should pray in His name. 
Further, since we have been adopted into 
the family which bears His name, we can, 
in that name, obtain all that we need ac-
cording to His riches in glory. It was after 
He was received up into glory that He sent 
richest gifts back to His people on earth, 
for it was then. that humanity through the 
glorified Son of God was more directly con-
nected with the power on high. And since 
His children abide in Him, and He abides 
at the right hand of the Father, holding all 
power in heaven and earth, what have His 
children to fear? Could more desirable pro-
vision be made for them? 

How to Learn to See. 
NE who puts seeing before believing 
in his spiritual life will never see 
much that is worth believing.. And 

what he does see will not affect his beliefs. 
His sight is already controlled, if not de-
stroyed, by his unbelief. Only when he 
realizes that he has got the cart before the 
horse is there any hope of his seeing the 
invisible. There is no truth in the old as-
sertion that "seeing is believing," when it 
comes to matters of eternal life and death. 
"Believing is the secret of seeing," writes 
Henry F. Cope. Jesus was ready to let.  
Thomas see the demanded evidence of the 
resurrection, because Jesus knew that 
Thomas had long been a believer in Him. 
Because of the belief which was' already 
there, the sight for which Thomas asked was 

, granted, and was convincing. But there is 
no record of Jesus' having gone, after His 
resurrection, to Annas, or Caiaphas, or Pi-
late, or any others who had refused to be-
lieve in Him, in order to convince them of 
His resurrection and Messiahship. They 
must believe in Christ before they could see 
the truth that He was ready to show them. 
When a man has come as a little child in 
trusting surrender to the Saviour, then he 
will begin to see wonderful things. Until 
he believes, he has no right to expect the 
sight which can only follow belief.—Sunday 
School Times. 

"IF you want to be holy you must serve 
Christ wholly." 

4t.  

"SOME people are opposed to the Bible 
because the Bible is opposed to them." 

Prayer in the Name of Jesus 
By William Covert 



The Earth Cursed 
By Allen Moon 

N the beginning God created man 
upright (Eccl. 7 : 29), and it was 
His purpose that he should be 

transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant. 	Therefore 
hath the curse devoured the earth, and they 

k."4,- 4 1 
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"God planted a garden . . . in Eden; 
and there He put the man whom He 
had formed. And out of the ground made 
the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the 
Tree of Life 'also in the midst of the garden. 
. . . And a river went out of Eden to 
water the garden" (Gen. 2: 8-10)--all for 
man's joy and happiness. 

God said to man, "Multiply and replenish 
the earth." That is to say, Multiply and 
fill the earth, and all this sphere shall be 
as the garden of Eden. He had begun the 
work of beautifying man's abode by sur-
rounding him with a garden of living green 
--a garden of flower and fruit wherein was 
lacking nothing upon which he could feast 
his sight or satisfy the demands of his being; 
and above all, the Tree of Life in the midst 
of the garden, from which flowed the river 
of the water of life. This pure stream was 
the habitation of the finny tribe in all its 
glory and beauty; and the trees of the gar-
den were the habitation of the birds of song 
and plumage. It was while he was in the 
midst of this glorious scene that God caused 
the animal creation to pass before man, that 
he might give them names, for they formed 
a part of his dominion. 

The Changed Condition. 
"And God saw everything that He had 

made, and, behold, it was very good." Gen. 
1: 31. God saw not as man now sees. "His 
work is perfect." Deut. 32 : 4. Therefore 
He saw no imperfection in it. This perfect 
beauty and utility might have been per-
petual, only that it was man's to enjoy on 
condition of loyalty and obedience. Rebel-
lion and disloyalty had appeared in the uni-
verse of God, even among the higher order 
of beings, and the glorious estate in which 
they were placed was liable to corruption, 
unless they were removed. So when man 
joined in transgression against the law of 
his Maker, "unto Adam He said, Because 
thou hast harkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and hest eaten of the tree, of which 
I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not 
eat of it ; cursed is the ground for thy sake ; 
in sorrow thou shalt eat of it all the days 
of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the 
herb of the field." Gen. 3 : 17, 18. There-
fore the Lord God sent him forth from the 
garden of Eden to till the ground from 
whence he was taken. 

How changed is man's condition now—
shut away from the garden of perfection and 
beauty, to till the earth upon which the 
curse rests, so it can not yield in perfection 
as did the garden which God had planted. 
And sad as it may seem, man was the cause 
of this change, as stated in the language of 
inspiration : " The earth also is defiled under 
the inhabitants thereof ; because they have  

that dwell therein are found guilty." Isa. 
24 : 5, 6 (R. V.). 

The Tree of Life no longer remains on the 
earth. Cut off from the life-giving tree, 
man himself is imperfect. He no longer 
is the stalwart being that came from the 
hand of his Creator. The animal creation 
has gone from his dominion. Man no longer 
regards the life of these creatures, the gift 
of God, with pleasure, but he feeds upon 
their flesh to satisfy his hunger, because the 
earth fails to respond to his tillage in the 
sweat of his brow. The insect that God 
created for man's pleasure in the garden has 
become his enemy, destroying plant and 
tree and shrub, so that the language of the 
prophet of Israel is literally fulfilled when 

" God Bless You, Dear." 
IN all the varied realm of thought, 

Expressed in language sweet and clear, 
No whispered word to me has brought 

A warmer glow of love and cheer 
Than this: "God bless you, dear!" 

"God bless you, dear!" God, who upholds 
The universe by word of power, 

Whose Spirit all our lives enfolds, 
Whose mercy rules each passing hour—

"God bless you, dear!" 

"God bless you, dear!" There's not a trace 
Of anyone beneath the skies 

Outside the bounds of that embrace, 
Whatever be its present guise; 

"God bless you, dear!" 

"God bless you, dear!" And does He pause 
To note each child upon his way? 

My heart makes answer: "Yes, because 
He loves us both; " and so I pray, 

"God bless you, dear!" 
—May Field M'Kean. 

he said, " The earth mourneth and fadeth 
away, the world languisheth and fadeth 
away, the haughty people of the earth do 
languish." Isa. 24:4. And this because of 
sin that brought the curse ; and through the 
curse, everything that God made perfect 
upon the earth has become abnormal and un-
natural. 

The earth still retains a portion of its 
strength ; biit God permits the strength to 
diminish as time goes on. But it is not God's 
purpose to permit this blot in His fair do-
minion to continue. He will bring to an 
end the state into which man plunged him-
self by the fall; for "the earth shall be 
utterly emptied and utterly spoiled; for the 
Lord hath spoken this word" (R. V.). He 
will not make a full end, but will have re-
spect unto His redeemed people ; for He has 
said, "When thus it shall be in the midst of 
the land among the people, there shall be as 
the shaking of an oliVe-tree, and as the 
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done." 
Isa. 24 : 13. A remnant shall be gathered  

out of the ruin, when "the earth is utterly 
broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the 
earth is moved exceedingly" (Isa. 24: 19), 
for it is polluted with blood. 

In each generation of men on the earth 
there have been a few loyal ones, and for 
them God has in store an, Edenic inheritance 
yet in this earth. 

The Second Coming of Christ. 
F there is any one thing that ought 
to cheer those whose hearts need 
cheering, it is this, that Christ 

is coming again. If this hope were taken 
from us, we should be of all men most 
miserable; but with that hope, what have 
we to fear? 

How significant that John closes the sacred e 
canon with that heartfelt prayer, " Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus!" And if he felt thus, 
why should not we? 

Coming—to destroy the works of Satan 
and his hosts, and to establish a kingdom 
with Himself at the head. 

Coming—to relieve masses of the eternal 
grind from birth to death. 

Coming—to show His people His own 
glory, and to enable us to share it with Him. 

Coming—to reveal to us depths of hap-
piness of which at present we can form no 
conception. 

Coming—to bring with Him an innumer-
able host of the redeemed, that we may re-
joice with them in glory. 

Coming—in order that we may enjoy with 
Him forever the imperturable happiness of 
God Himself, the heart filled with bliss at 
the thought that it shall never end, but be 
always enhanced. 

Coming—to banish all thoughts of all 
age, infirmity, gray hairs, and to give instead 
the real fountain of eternal youth. 

Coming—to make us heirs of the wealth of 
the universe—yea, to make us heirs of Him-
self. 

Coming—to make it possible for us to 
"soar to worlds unknown" and to behold the 
astounding wonders of the universe, the 
workshop of God, and to be actual partici-
pants with Him in His work. 

Coming—as He Himself said, to receive 
us unto Himself—best of all. 

But all the reasons for His coming can 
not be mentioned, for they are beyond our 
power to tell ; but if those stated are not 
enough to stir up the indifferent and to 4 

cheer up the despondent, what will? 
The coming of Christ is the union of 

divinity with humanity ; and blessed is he 
who has part in the wedding-feast of God's 
Son. 	 W. P. ROOT. 

The Choice. 
Loan, I would choose the crowded way 

Where souls are tried, the strain and strife 
With grim Temptation day by day— 

Would know the heights and depths of life. 
I would not ask a sheltered place, 

A fireside and a cradle song, 
Lest, having "all in all," I might 

Forget the great, heart-broken throng. 
—Beth Slater Whitson. 

supremely happy. To this end, 
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By Prof. G. 

HE question, Is the world growing 
better? is not infrequently heard. 
How much we all wish this old, 
sinful world were growing better. 

But is it ? Some answer, Yes ; others, No. 
Human opinions clhsh. They are not, there-
fore, dependable. Hence how thankful we 
should be that we have access to a source of 
universal information which is unfailingly 
trustworthy. Of course I refer to inspired 
revelation—the Bible. What is the Lord's 
answer to this mooted question ? His answer 
must certainly be accepted as final. 

Our Lord, when announcing the most im-
portant signs of His second advent and of 
the end of the world, declared: "And be-
cause iniquity [literally lawlessness] shall 
be multiplied, the love of many shall wax 
cold." Matt. 24 : 12. Lawlessness implies 
more or less violence. In the days of Noah, 
the earth was filled with violence. See Gen. 
6: 11, 13. And did not the Son of God af-
firm that as it was in the days of Noah, so 
shall it be in the days of the coming of 
the Son of Man ? Matt. 24 : 37, 38. Note 
further the catalog of sins that would es-
pecially mark the "last days," as recorded 
in 2 Tim. 3: 1-13. Among the heinous sins 
there enumerated are lack of self-control, 
fierceness, and implacableness. A. R. V. 
Let us inquire then: Are these days in 
which, we are living characterized by law-
lessness with its attendant violence? 

The Evidence Adduced. 
Dec. 26, 1907, despatches were sent out 

from New York to the press of the nation, 
stating that notwithstanding the fact that 
six criminal courts were in operation in 
New York City, they could not keep pace 
with the crime wave which was and had been 
sweeping over the city for a number of 
years. At the time the despatch was sent 
out, there were 1,271 cases on the criminal 
calendar, while several years before there 
were on the calendar but 541 cases. The 
warden of the city prison, reporting on the 
crowded condition of the Tombs (the 
prison), stated that unless the people 
stopped committing crimes, it would be 
necessary to build, without delay, an addi-
tion to the city's picturesque prison. The 
despatch stated further that the commission 
of crime had become epidemic, and was 
breaking all records as to number. 

In the World's Work of April, 1907, 
Judge Thomas, of Alabama, reported that 
during 1906, there had been in the United 
,States 118 homicides for every million of 
population. This ratio is nearly ten times 
as large as it was in 1881. He avers that 
the American people have not been taught 
respect for law, human or divine. Only 
three in twenty of those who commit murder 
are convicted and punished. He declares 
that the consequences of law-Breaking are 
not sufficiently certain, swift, and terrible ,, 

..t4o deter and hold in check those who are 
criminally inclined. The prime cause of the 

W. Rine 

unprecedented reign of crime is declared to 
be "our national disregard for law, per-
haps one might even say our national con-
tempt for law." Other causes are maudlin 
sentiment, expenditure of vast sums of 
money, pressure of the political machine, 
the pleading of relatives, and the agitation 
of the press. The judge declares, that we 
shall soon sink to the level of Mexico, where 
145 are slain every year for each million. 

Robbery. , 
Not long ago the San Francisco Chronicle 

printed a list of thirty-five burglaries, nine-
teen highway robberies, and fifty-seven 
thefts by pickpockets, which had occurred 
in San Francisco during the preceding 
thirty days. "The plunder of some thirty 
passengers disembarking from the steamer 
`Mongolia' was truly spectacular. The wharf 
must have been thronged with professional 
thieves. The known value of the property 
secured during that period was over $82,-
000." The Chronicle affirms that this does 
not begin to tell the story, as the number 
of arrests for important crimes is insignifi-
cant. Gambling dens are more numerous 
than ever before. The existence of gambling 
dens, says the writer, can mean only one 
thing, and that is corruption in the police 
force. "The orgy of burglary and highway 
robbery can mean only the inability of the 
police to round up the professional criminals 
who are evidently among us in grand force. 
. . . San Francisco is a den of thieves." 

Murder. 
Speaking of the phenomenal increase of 

the population of Chicago during the past 
decade, Dr. Josiah Strong says: "Its in-
crease of crime has been even more aston-
ishing than its growth of population. We 
read of a dozen highway robberies on -ifs 
streets in a single night, and of 128 homi-
cides in a single year. During 1906 there 
were 253 homicides and 707 suicides in New 
York City—nearly 1,000 murderous deaths 
in a single year! No moral failure is more 
significant in a democracy than a spirit of 
lawlessness, which, there is reason to fear, is 
on the increase in the United States. . . . 
It would seem to be sufficiently clear that 
the moral development of the American city 
has not kept pace with the material; and, 
generally speaking, the larger the city the 
greater the disproportion. An inadequate 
intellectual growth is serious enough, but 
moral failure is much more so. It was the 
latter, so history shows, which proved fatal 
to the great civilizations of the past. Greece 
had no lack of intellect; hers was a moral 
failure. The same is true also of Rome." 

Graft. 
Statistics everywhere show a widening 

torrent of bloody crime. But the start-
lingly characteristic crimes of these latter 
days are apparently not bloody or violent. 
They are crimes perpetrated against the 
great body of the people by the organized 
masters of industry, trade, and polities. In  

the piquant phrase of Prof. E. A. Ross, "the 
darling sins that are blackening the face of 
our time are incident to the ruthless pur- 
suit of private ends. . . . The victims 
are used or sacrificed not at all from per- 
sonal 	but because they can serve as 
pawns in somebody's little game. . . . 
We see on all hands monstrous treacheries, 
—adulterators, peculators, boodlers, grafters, 
violating the trust others have Placed in 
them." 

Many of the leaders of our social and 
industrial life to-day are picking pockets 
with a railway rebate, murdering with an 
adulterant instead of a bludgeon, commit-
ting burglary with a "rake-off" instead of 
a jimmy, defrauding with a company pros-
pectus instead of a deck of cards, and cheat-
ing the honest tax-payer by "swearing off" 
their property to dodge paying an honest 
tax. 

Again I quote Professor Ross: "To-day 
the villain most in need of curbing is the 
respectable, exemplary, trusted personage 
who . . . is able from his office chair 
to pick a thousand pockets, poison a thou-
sand sick, pollute a thousand minds, or im-
peril a thousand lives. It is the great-
scale, high-voltage sinner that needs the 
shackle. To strike harder at the petty pick-
pocket than at the prominent and unabashed 
person who in a large, impressive way sells 
out his constituents, his followers, his de-
positors, his stockholders, his policy-holders, 
his subscribers, or his customers, is to 'strain 
at a gnat and swallow a camel.' " 

Suicide. 
In 1881 twelve in every one million of 

population in the United States committed 
suicide; in 1907 the ratio of suicides had 
leaped to 126 in each million of population, 
or a total of 10,782. The total in 1881 was 
603. If the present rate of increase be main-
tained, we shall lose by suicide in the next 
five 'years nearly as many lives as were lost 
by the Union army in battle during the four 
years of the Civil War. hi the United 
States and Europe, there is a suicide every 
six minutes ; in the world as a whole there 
is one every three minutes. Suicide has 

,cost Germany 158,000 lives since 1893; the 
United States, 120,000 since 1890. In Sax-
ony, there occur 324 suicides each year per 
million people ; in Japan, 209 yearly for 
each million of population. Between 1883 
and 1903, not fewer than 1,125 school chil-
dren (under fifteen years of age) in Ger-
many committed self-destruction. During 
the past twenty years 'the ratio of self-mur-
der has increased throughout the civilized 
world more than tenfold. 

How long can human society bear up un-
der this stupendous weight of moral turpi-
tude, of lawlessness, of crime ? Every sign 
in the current history of our sin-devastated 
world, every latter-day prophecy of Holy 
Writ, points unmistakably to an imminent 
world-revolution—a revolution that can be 
effected by nothing less than the advent in 
glory of the Lord Jesus, who will then 
"destroy the works of the devil" and create 
"new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." Shall we not all 
pray and work that His kingdoni may come 

Signs of the Second Coming of Christ 
The Reign of Lawlessness 
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and His will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven ? In that endless kingdom there 
will be no lawlessness, but a free, glad, uni-
versal conformity to the law of 'love, and 
light, and life. And "the glory of the 
knowledge of Jehovah shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea." 

Resurrection of Believers. 
ESUS did not lay aside our nature 
which He had assumed when His 
work of humiliation was completed; 

He did not leave the mortal part of it 
to rot in the tomb, or to be miracu-
lously annihilated, and in a body of spirit 
ascend to God. No! He took our na-
ture, soul and body, with Him, and wears 
the same human envelope of the Divinity 
on the throne of the universe that He 
did while suffering on the earth. Yes, 
the Son of God, in all His power and glory, 
is yet our Kinsman; bone of our bone, and 
flesh of our flesh. In the language of an 
eloquent writer : " The Son of God still 
wears His human nature; He remembers 
His own conflicts, His own temptations, His 
own sorrows. He can be touched with the 
feelings of our infirmities. Beneath His 
crown of glory are the scars of the thorns. 
The hand that grasps His scepter bears the 
print of the nail. The feet at which all 
heaven is prostrate show the past torture on 
the cross. Nay, in His blessed heart, the 
spear has left its deep trace of insult." But 
Jesus, in His resurrection, was a pattern 
after which His people will be raised. As 
He rose in His proper body, glorified, so 
will they rise in their proper bodies, glori-
fied ; as He ascended to heaven in the same 
body in which He rose, so likewise will they 
ascend to heaven in their bodies which will 
rise. 

Here are the teachings of the Scriptures 
as to the subject of the resurrection bodies 
of the saints. This is all we know, or can 
know, or need to know, concerning it. There 
are collateral arguments which we might 
bring from other sources, which might 
gratify our curiosity, but they would add 
nothing to our faith. The Bible stands 
alone, the infallible, authoritative, and all-
sufficient word of God. And writing for 
Christians, for the instruction of their faith 
and the consolation of their hearts, on the 
subject of one of the most sublime facts of 
Revelation,—a fact to be realized solely by 
supernatural interposition,—we can not 
stop to answer the objections which a pre-
sumptuous philosophy might bring against 
it. The Bible alone reveals this truth. In 
all that it says concerning it, we are at 
liberty to inquire; but where that stops, we 
should stop, and not presume to elevate into 
coordinate rank with the volume from 
heaven the imaginings of our own minds, 
or the decisions of our own reason.—The 
Panoplist. 

WHILE we are considering where we are 
to begin it is often too late to act.—Quin-
tillian. 

2611.—The Experience of Romans 7. 

Please explain what is meant in Romans 
7, the last part of the chapter. Is this a 
Christian experience that Paul is describing, 
or is it an experience of one who is just 
awakened by the law of God to see himself 
a very great sinner? 	 N. L. M. 

It is the latter. God does not design that His 
children shall live in the experience described in 
Romans 7, yet there are thousands living there to-
day, constantly discouraged, constantly cast down. 
The apostle is telling in detail, what he had already 
told before in general, of the experience through 
which the sinner passed, the experience doubtless, 
through which he himself passed. The law was not 
sin, the law pointed out sin in him. The law was 
holy, but he found himself exceedingly sinful; 
"carnal, sold under sin." His conscience bad been 
aroused as the Spirit of God had applied the law. 
He hated that which he did, but he found in him-
self no power to do the right. Over and over he 
would try, just as millions of others have, but over 
and over be would fail. He found himself as it 
were chained to a body of death, doomed to drag 
it with him until he himself would be corrupted by 
its presence, and die. And this wrings from him the 
agonized plea, "Wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me out of the body of this death?" Yet 
God gave the law to show how sinful is the case; 
how deplorable is man's condition, and therefore 
to lead man away from himself to Christ. " The 
law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith; " and there-
fore when Paul comes to that place where he feels 
himself to be utterly lost, he gets a sight of the 
Deliverer, Jesus, and so he says: "I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." That is the ex-
perience of the Christian, continued in chapter 8. 

2612.—A Lying Spirit. 1 Kings 22: 18-23. 
Please explain 1 Kings 22: 18-23, also 

repeated in 2 Chronicles. 	F. W. C. 

A part of the narrative is a parable, and that 
parable teaches us as to God's dealings with men. 
When men refuse to hear His prophet and His in-
struction, the Lord permits the soul who rejects Him 
to have its own way. In this case the king of Israel 
refused to hear the prophet of God. He preferred 
to follow the prophets of Baal, and therefore, 
Micaiah represents it by this striking parable of his, 
of the various angels or spirits who came before God. 
In other words, when Ahab chose falsehood, God 
suffered him to fall under the falsehood. We are 
not necessarily to understand that what Micaiah saw 
was an occurrence which actually took place, but it 
illustrates very strikingly how it is that when men 
refuse to hear God's truth and abide by His in-
struction, He gives them up to lying spirits who are 
permitted of God to deceive only those who desire 
deception instead of truth. 

2613.—Story of the Flood. 
If the story of the Flood be true, where 

could the wild animals of America have 
come from, especially the buffalo? 

C. K. 
There are scientists who tell us that the ark was 

large enough for the various families of earth's 
creatures. The buffalo belongs to the ox kind. The 
difference between these various branches has been 
the result of years of environment and inbreeding. 
After the Flood, the animals, of course, multiplied 
very rapidly and were doubtless crowded off 
the Eastern continent over the Bering Strait into 
America. There are those who believe that what 
is now the Aleutian Islands, a chain of volcanic 
rocks, was at that time continuous, really an isth-
mus connecting two large• bodies; or that during 
the cold season the whole region was frozen over, 
when animals could have crossed on the ice.  

2614.—The Two Daniels. 
Were the prophet Daniel and Daniel of 

Neh. 10: 6 identical? Did he return to 
Jerusalem? 	 • 	A. T. S. 

They were not. Daniel the prophet died in the 
days of King Cyrus. The Daniel of Neh. 10: 6 
lived eighty or more years later. The name was 
not uncommon. One of David's sons was named 
Daniel. 

Schedule for Week Ending Oct. :3. 1908. 

Sunday 	Sept. 27 	Jer. 40, 41 	Acts 2 
Monday 	" 28 	" 42, 43 	gi 3 
Tuesday 	" 29 	" 44, 45 	" 4 
Wednesday 	" 30 	" 46, 47 	 5 
Thursday 	Oct. 1 	" 48, 49 	" 6 
Friday 	" 2 	" 50 	" 7 
Sabbath 	. " 	3 	" 51, 52 	" 	3 

Suggestive Notes. 

Our lessons for the week close the thrilling 
book of Jeremiah. The chapters 40 to 45 have to 
do with the Jews who were left in Babylon after 
Zedekiah's captivity, and their flight into Egypt. 
It is interesting indeed to note the strong, faith-
ful work of the prophet ill connection with all 
this, and the insincerity of the Jews themselves. 
The vast mass of them had come to that place where 
they seemed to be unable to discern between right 
and wrong. Their promises were nothing, but the 
discernment of the Spirit of God laid bare the 
very secrets of their hearts; and when they came 
to Jeremiah for advice he knew that they desired 
only such advice as was in harmony with their 
own wishes and purposes. Instead of taking his 
advice and remaining in the -land, under the king 
of Babylon who would have given them every neces-
sary protection, so long as they heeded the voice 
of Jeremiah, whom the king had learned to highly 
esteem, they chose rather to go down into Egypt. 
In that country many  went hilariously into idola-
try. Yet again, Jeremiah predicts the futility of 
their plans by prophesying the defeat of Egypt 
and pointing out the very place where Nebuchad- 
nezzar would set his standard in the capital of 
Egypt. 

Chapters 46 to 51 inclusive are prophecies 
against Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Damascus, 
but above all others, against Babylon. the kin-
dom which had perverted all the other kingdoms of 
the earth, not simply regarding Babylon in her an- 
cient empire, but using that Babylon as a type 
of mystical Babylon. 

Onr New Testament lessons cover Acts 2 to S. 
Let it be noted that we have given but two chap-
ters for October 2, Jeremiah 50 and Acts 7, 
as both are long. Read carefully and thoughtfully 
all this wonderful week's reading. Note the power 
of God with the apostolic church; what is the reason 
of it? Think of the conditions that brought it 
about; consecration on the part of the disciples, 
simple trust in the power of God's word. Note'  
also the boldness which this simple trust gave 
to the disciples; how the words of Peter ring 
out despite all the threatened persecution: 
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
harken unto you rather than to God, judge ye;" 
" for we can not but speak the things which 
we saw and heard." And again, "We ought to 
obey God rather than man." Such preaching of 
the word brought persecution; it also brought 
saved souls into the church of God. Note this em-
phatic truth, taught plainer than by words, that 
souls are saved to serve. 

With Our Inquirers 
"If ye will inquire, inquire ye." 

[All questions to this department will be answered which to the editors will seem to minister to the good of the readers 
and to the mission of the paper. The same question can not be answered repeatedly in the same volume. The name  and 
address must accompany question, not for publication, but  as  an evidence of good faith, and that answer may be made 
by letter if deemed advisable. It is well always to enclose a stamp for reply.) 



Railway Station, Shanghai, China. 

the weakness of the Chinese Empire and 
the superiority of Western methods, even in 
the interior provinces. In settlement of the 
claims of the different foreign powers for 
the destruction of life and property, many 
demands were made in the treaties which 
provided for the opening of many commer-

- eial enterprises, among which were the con-
struction of railways, the opening of inte-
rior ports for foreign residents and for-
eign trade, the right to navigate the large 
rivers of China and carry on trade, a new 
system of tariffs on imports and exports 
such as would promote the commercial re-

l. lations between the several countries, and 
the assurance of protection to the foreign 
residents in interior points all over the em-
pire. China's good faith in keeping these 
articles of agreement has been made sure 
by the presence of gunboats of the different 
powers at nearly all the treaty ports. 

Directly following the ratification of these 
treaties, men of wealth began the construc-
tion of railways in order to get at China's 
mineral wealth, and also to reap the fruit 
of the rich soil of the "Flowery Kingdom." 
At once there was a railway projected from 
Peking to Canton. The capital for the con-
struction of the first half—from Peking to 
Hankow—was furnished by the king of Bel-
gium; and that for the second half—Han-
kow to Canton—was advanced by an Amer- 
ican syndicate headed by 	Pierpont Mor- 

t 

Facilities for Distribution of Literature 
in China 

By H. W. 

0 install large printing-plants 
at different centers in China ten 
years ago would have seemed in-
consistent, notwithstanding the 

mmense population, owing to the lack of fa-
cilities for distributing the literature. There 
must first be the demand before the supply is 
necessary. Several events have, during the 
last decade, created a demand for more 
knowledge among the natives of China. This 

a 

	

	
renaissance for Western learning began after 
the war between China and Japan, but it 
can not be said to have made much headway 
until after the Boxer uprising in 1899 and 
1900. 

This resulted in several ingressions by the 
foreign powers, showing to the natives  

Miller, M.D. 

gan. The line from Peking to Hankow was 
completed by the construction of the bridge 
across the Yellow River, which was•reported 
to be the longest bridge in the world, being 
nearly two and a half miles in length. This 
structure was finished in 1905. To-day 
trains cover this distance in thirty-six hours. 
Lines are now projected throughout all parts 
of the empire. Many of them are com-
pleted, and building on the others is being 
carried on with remarkable rapidity. One 
of the latest lines completed is that from 
Shanghai to Nanking, a distance of two hun-
dred miles. The ties are of iron, and the 
first passenger train made the trip on March 
27 of this year. There are few coaches that 
will surpass the first- and second-class coaches 
running on this line. The rates of passage 
are half a cent a mile for third class, and 
two cents a mile for first class. 

These facilities for . transportation, thus 
promoting commerce, resulted in a demand 
for a post-office department. Previously 
mail and official messages were carried by 
private couriers in the interior points, and 
by the customs department on the navigable 
waterways. China was laid off in districts 
and an inspector set over each district to 
provide for native couriers in the territory 
under his jurisdiction ; and this organization 
of the post-office department has gone on 
with remarkable rapidity, until to-day it is 
possible to send mail to all parts of the 
Chinese Empire at a rate about one-half the 
postal rates in the United States. At first 

the post-office department was encumbered 
by difficulty in covering long distances by 
native couriers, but now these distances have 
been greatly shortened by steam convey-
ances. It is practically in the short period 
of four years that the post-office department 
has inaugurated its Complete system and 
perfected it to the state in which we find it 
to-day. In the larger cities will be found 
well-constructed post-office buildings and 
postal couriers who deliver mail at the resi-
dences and take up the mail from four to 
five times a day. The inauguration of the 
telegraph system has made it possible to 
start daily newspapers in the larger cities 
of the interior, and thus has created a de- 

mand for literature. To illustrate how ex-
tensive this system has already become, just 
last week in a storm the telegraph wires 
were destroyed between Shanghai and Han-
kow ; messages were therefore sent from 
Hankow to Che Foo and transmitted from 
that city to Shanghai, with an option of 
several other lines over which messages could 
have been transmitted. 

The old system of education was based 
upon the Chinese classics. A recent edict 
requiring only the writings of the sages to 
constitute a complete education, resulted in 
a marked demand for a new literature. This 
was effected by China's most progressive 
statesman, Yuan Shi K'ai. The system of 
education has been completely reorganized, 
and modern school buildings have been 
erected in the large cities of each province, 
which have been supplied with the best 
teachers accessible. This, with the reorgani-
zation of the army and the complete re-
organization of the whole system of govern-
ment, has all tended to Create a stir 
throughout the realm of his majesty, the 
Emperor Kuang Hsi. It is within the scope 
of this article to point out only in a general 
way, in but few lines, the marked develop-
ment that has taken place within the last 
five years; but it has created a spirit of in-
vestigation among all, similar to what was 
foretold by Daniel, that many should run 
to and fro and knowledge should be in-
creased. The running to and fro is for 
knowledge. Knowledge to-day is largely 
transmitted through literature; and there is 
a crying demand in all parts of the empire 
for knowledge as to what these things mean. 

There is an interpretation, we believe, to,  
the meaning of this stir in the old empire 
of China ; and it is the privilege of those 

who have the interpretation to step in now 
and give the message that is in such de-
mand. There is no time of such great op-
portunity to interpret the meaning of the 
present striking changes in the departures 
from the past ; and to make known their 
bearing as the ushering in•of more important 
events, than just now. The . question is, 
What use shall we make of the facilities 
which commercial men are placing at our 
disposal, at great expense to themselves, as 
aids in carrying the Gospel of salvation to 
the millions in heathen darkness here? 
What shall we do with reference to, these 
present opportunities? Shall we not supply 
the demand ? 

Railroad Bridge Spanning Yellow River, China. There are 103 piers, each span being about ninety feet, one hundred tons test. 



His Word Was With Power.—Speaking of 
5 	the Saviour's teaching, it is said: " They were as-

tonished at His doctrine ; for His word was with 
power." Luke 4: 32. The authority of Christ's 
teaching was the Scriptures themselves. This is 

7 clearly shown in His conflict with Satan, as re-
corded in the fourth chapter of Matthew. This 

6 word was made effective in power because of its 
power in His life. 	. 

4 
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This week we change the pages  of the regu-
lar weekly issues of the SIGNS OF THE TIMES back 
to their original size. We do this out of deference 
to the very many urgent requests that have come 
from all parts of the field. It is urged by our 
patrons that the small shape, with only sixteen 
pages of matter, makes the SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
look too much like a child's paper. 

The regular monthly issues of the SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES will be continued in the magazine form 
as already arranged. The form of the monthly is 
meeting with universal approval, and we are 
greatly encouraged by the immense circulation that 
it is receiving. 

Storming a Cathedral.—Despatches say that 
on September 6, two thousand Socialists and un-
employed, after listening to a number of violent 
speeches in an open air meeting in Glasgow, at-
tempted to invade a cathedral during the Sunday 
service. A large body of police succeeded in dis-
persing the rioters. The threat is being made to 
meet 50,000 strong on a later date to attack the 
municipal buildings. We have reason to believe 
that the majority of the Socialists condemn all 
such violent measures. We have further reason 
to believd that a great many things are hastily 
attributed to the Socialists that they are not re-
sponsible for, except in so far as the strong 
speeches that many of them make have the ten-
dency of stirring up turbulent feelings through 
inciting class hatred. 

Turkey Warns.—The central committee of the 
Young Turk party, the influence of which 
induced the Sultan to proclaim a constitution, 
warns foreigners that if any foreign interference 
in the internal affairs of Turkey occurs, danger 
might arise for which Europe would be responsible. 
The condition of Turkish affairs is anything but 
promising. 

Methods of Adorning.—Many people give the 
greatest part of their thought to the outward 
adorning of the body. They spend their efforts 
and their money in decorating their persons with 
clothing so that they may appear the most attract-
ive and beautiful. How frequently we meet per-
sons who are very attractive from the standpoint 
of their outward adornment. It is perfectly evi-
dent that they have spent a great deal of thought 
and energy in bedecking themselves with rish rai-
ment. But engage many of these selfsame per-
sons in conversation, and it is even more striking 
that the inward adornment of mind and heart has 
been sacrificed for the one purpose of making the 
body appear beautiful to the outward observer. 
Upon this subject of adorning, the Bible gives 
this instruction: "'Whose adorning let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price." 1 Peter 3: 3, 4. 

The individual who has this inward adorning of 
mind and heart will not neglect the outward ap-
pearance, but thought and energy are devoted to 
the developing of the intellect by dwelling upon 
themes which bring us in touch with the infinite 
greatness and infinite intelligence of the Creator 
Himself. What a sad disappointment it is to meet 
a person whose whole attention is given to the 
outward adorning, and who is absolutely destitute 
of mental and spiritual culture. 

Words of Life.—In one of His discourses, the 
Master said: " The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life." And in a con-
versation with Peter immediately following this 
discourse, Peter said: " Thou halt the words of 
eternal life." John 6: 63, 68. So then there is 
real life in the words of Christ. 

The Word of His Power.—Speaking of Christ 
in the letter to the Hebrews, it is said that He  

was "the brit 	•z•ss of His [the Father's] glory, 
and the express 	afire )f His person, and uphold- 
ing all things by the, word of His power." Heb., 
1: 3. All the worlds and everything the is in 
all of these worlds, are upheld by the mighty power 
of the mighty word of God. Because there is life 
in God's word, there is also power in it. And this 
power is absolutely infinite. There is nothing too 
great for it to accomplish. God who can uphold 
the worlds by the power of His word can cleanse 
the soul from sin by the power of the same word, 
and can give him everlasting life also by this 
same power. 

The Word Which Liveth.—Speaking of the 
spiritual birth, or the conversion, of the individual 
who accepts Christ, it is said that  he  is "born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever." And then we have the further state-
ment that "the word of the Lord endureth for-
ever." 1 Peter 1: 23, 25. Thus we have the double 
statement that the word is not only alive, but fur-
thermore, that it liveth forever. God's word is 
eternal. What God's word accomplished for and 
through Abraham, and Moses, and the rest of the 
prophets, God 's word accomplishes to-day through 
those who surrender themselves completely to Him; • 
because what God has spoken, He has spoken for-
ever. It stands; it endures. His word liveth, and 
it liveth forever. 

"IC 
The Word Magnified Above His Name.—

The high esteem in which God holds His word is 
strikingly and beautifully expressed in these words: 
"I will worship toward Thy holy temple, and 
praise Thy name for Thy loving-kindness and for 
Thy truth; for Thou hast magnified Thy word 
above all Thy name." Ps. 138: 2. God shows in 
His commandments that He would have us hold 
His name reverently and sacredly, but here He 
says that He regards His word even above His 
sacred name. We are led to place confidence in 
men when we know that they regard their word. 
We can well afford to place our confidence in our 
heavenly Father because He regards His word even 
more sacredly than His name. 

The 'Word Giveth Life.—If we are in dark-
ness  ,or in doubt or despair, we may come to the 
word confidently, knowing that it will bring us 
light and hope. " The entrance of Thy words 
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple." Ps. 119: 130. 

The Power of the Word in  the Heart.—Tf 
we would be victors in the combat against sin. 
there is a divinely philosophical plan by which this 
must be accomplished. "Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee." 
Ps. 119: 11. It is the hiding of the word in the 
heart that thus clothes us with power to rise above 
sin. 

The Word Speaks To  17s.—If the words of the 
blessed Bible are hidden in the heart as they 
should be, then may we rejoice in the blessed ex-
periences expressed in these words: " And thine 
ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This 
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left." Isa. 
30: 21. It is through the words of His Book that 
God would guide us. Many people are guided by 
their impressions, but the true follower of Christ 
is guided by the exact and definite instruction of 
His actual words of truth that are hidden in the 
mind and heart. 

Result of Despising the Word.—God has pro-
vided us with a citadel of power in His word. 
He has provided that we may have life through 
that word. He has given us eternal salvation in 
the message that His own words bring. Then is 
it not perfectly reasonable that He should also 
tell us: " Whoso despiseth the word shall be de-
stroyed: but he that feareth the commandment 
shall be rewarded"1 Prov. 13: 13. 
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